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ariGATION  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 


TESTIMONY 


TAKEN  BY 


COMMITTEE  ON  MYAL  AFFAIRS. 


April  27, 1876. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


KITTERY  NAVY- YARD. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  J 5,  1876. 
re  Anrrew  Bryson  sworn  and  examined. 

r.  Mll.L.» : 

What  is  your  rank  and  what  duty  are  you  now  performing  7 — Answer.  I  am 
in  the  Navy,  and  commanding  the  naval  .station  at  Kittery. 
lon^  have  you  been  in  command  heret — A.    Since  September  21,1874 — about 
»nth8. 

i  were  you  on  duty  before  yon  were  put  in  command  here  T — A.  I  was  wait- 
A  that  time,  living  with  my  family  at  home.  My  former  cruise  was  on  board  the 
a  the  Mediterranean. 

many  officers  of  the  line  have  you  on  duty  here  1 — A.  A.  Bryson,  commodore  . 
onng. captain  ;  Commander  Henry  Erben,  senior  aid;  8.  D    Ames,    ordnance 

officer ;  A.  R  Yates,  commander,  commanding  the  Sabine ;  C.  S.  Cotton,  lien- 
inander,  assistant  to  captain  of  the  yard ;  F.  A.  Cook,  lieutenant-command - 
re  officer  of  the  Sabine;  T.  M.  Gardner,  lieutenant-commanding  the  Speedwell ; 
tony,  assistant  navigator,  navigation  officer;  W.  W.  Rhodes,  lieutenant  oif 
.  Dnnlap,  lieutenant  of  Sabine  ;  F.  H.  Delano,  lieutenant  of  Sabine ;  C.  J. 
iarge«)n  of  the  yard ;  F.  M.  Dearborn,  surgeon  the  Sabine :  H.  K.  Law,  past 
irgeon  of  the  Sabine;  A.  J.  Clark  ,  purchasing  paymaster,  Portsmouth  ;  C.  F. 
<ector  of  provisions,  paymaster;  E.Putnam,  paymaster;  Q.  F  Griffin,  paymas- 

Sabine;  D.  B.  Macomb,  chief  engineer  of  the  yard;  G.  D.  Emmondn, chief 
in  charge  of  engineer's  stores ;  J.  Q.  A.  Ford,  past  assistant  engineer  of  the 
.  Kelly,  past  assistant  engineer  of  the  yard  ;  T.  D.  Wilson,  naval  constructor ; 
ndler,  civil  engineer  of  the  yard  ;  John  Vennard,  mate  attached  to  the  yard ; 
I,  mate  attached  to  the  Speedwell ;  J.  T.  Cheat,  boatswain  of  the  yard ;  T.  R. 
inner  of  the  yard:  T.  H.  Fortune,  gunner  of  the  yard  :  L.  Hanscom,  carpenter 
d;  T.  H.  Fields,  major  commanding  the  marine  barracks;  J.  H.  Haighbee, 
barracks :  B.  R.  Russell,  second  lieutenant  of  the  barracks ;  D.  Whipple, 
tenant  of  Sabine. 

on  think  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  employment  of  as  many  men  as  yon 
!  yard  at  the  present  time  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

oo  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  the  employment  of  the  number  of  officers  that 
lere  at  present  ^ — A  I  do. 

think  that  none  of  them  oonld  be  spared  without  detriment  to  the  public  senrice  T 
ik  not. 

;  vessels  are  there  beret— A.  The  Sabine,  receiving-ship;  Lancaster,  Ticonder- 
irise^  Kansas,  and  the  tog  Speedwell. 

t  use  do  you  have  for  those  vessels!  How  are  they  being  usedt — A.  The 
kIs  are  not  being  used  at  all.    They  are  inordinary.    The  Speedwell   is   being 
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used  in  case  of  necessity.  She  is  kept  down  alonfrgide  of  the  dock,  with  fires  banked,  dur- 
ingf  the  winter  season,  in  case  of  distress  anywhere  alonc^  outside  on  the  coast  here,  that  she 
may  be  sent  out  for  the  relief  of  merchaut  vessels.  The  larg^er  vessels  here,  the  men-of-war, 
are  laid  up  in  ordinary  ;  one  now  being  surveyed,  the  Lancaster ;  the  Enterprise  is  being 
fitted  out  by  contract. 

Q.  Are  any  of  these  undergoing  repair,  or  being  complete  ? — A.  But  one,  sir ;  the  Enter- 
prise. 

Q.  How  much  does  that  lack  of  being  completed? — A.  For  that  information  I  shall  have 
to  refer  you  to  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  What  material  have  you  here  for  building  vessels  ? — A.  For  that  also  I  shall  have  to 
refer  you  to  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Can  you  state  in  what  condition  it  is  f — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  good. 

Q.  Is  it  taken  care  of  in  your  docks,  and  under  shelter  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  your  live-oak  7 — A.  The  live-oak  is  in  the  wet  basin,  nearly  all,  if  not  quite. 
But  it  lay  for  some  time  in  the  yard.  We  had  not  the  labor  necessary  to  put  it  in  dock. 
When  we  got  the  labor  then  we  went  to  work  and  put  it  all  into  the  dock  where  it  belonged  ; 
or,  if  not  quite  all,  nearly  all. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  live-oak  timber  f — A.  No  ;  I  am  not. 

Q.  What  is  the  capacity  of  your  docks  here?  I  mean  are  your  docks  capable  of  taking 
care  of  more  live-oak  timber  than  you  have  got  in  them  now ;  or  are  they  full  T — Av  No, 
sir;  we  can  still  take  more,  and  in  large  quantity. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  you  have  timber  enough  of  all  sorts  to  build  a  vessel  and 
complete  her  ? — A.  The  constructor  will  give  you  that  information.  I  presume  we  have 
enough  to  complete  one  vessel ;  but  the  constructor  would  give  you  moire  precise  informa- 
tion on  that  point  than  I  can. 

Q.  Will  you  give  us  the  number  of  marines  ? — A.  Fortv-nine,  sir ;  I  wish  we  had  more. 

Q.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  or  for 
economy  of  public  expenditures  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  With  reference  to  purchases  made  abroad, 
or  made  outside  of  the  yard,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  in  my  judgment  we  should  do  away 
with  the  open-purchase  system,  and  go  to  contracts ;  whether  for  large  or  small  quantities, 
or  whatever  may  be  required. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Yon  mean  advertise  for  contracts — no  open  purchases  at  all  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that 
would  conduce  to  smaller  expenditures  of  money,  and  to  some  competition. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  economy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  I  think 
by  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  heads  of  departments  the  employing  of  men,  irrespective  of 
outside  influence,  whether  personal  or  political,  holding  the  head  oi  a  department  strictly 
responsible  in  his  commission  for  the  employment  of  men  of  the  proper  character,  I  think  we 
would  have  better  men,  and  probably  require  less  of  them. 

Q.  You  mean  the  heads  of  the  different  bureaus  1 — A.  The  heads  of  the  different  bureaus. 
We  call  them  *' departments  **  here,  and  they  call  them  *^  bureaus"  in  Washington. 

Q.  How  C4mld  that  be  done  f — A.  It  could  be  done  by  giving  to  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, by  authority  of  the  bureau  to  which  those  departments  belong,  authority  to  take  on 
as  many  men  as  in  his  judgment  are  required  to  do  a  specific  piece  of  work,  he  to  be  held 
responsibility  for  the  capability  of  the  man  or  men  he  employs,  and  to  take  on  no  more 
men  than  seem  to  be  absolutely  required.  In  that  way  we  would  be  entirely  free  from  out- 
side influences  of  any  kind  ;  and  I  think  we  should  have  our  work  done  cheaper  and  better 
probably  in  that  way  than  it  is  now  done. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  possible  for  the  head  of  the  department  to  be  controlled  by  somebody 
over  him  i  How  would  you  remedy  that  1 — A.  The  only  way  to  remedy  that  would  be  to 
keep  a  strict  supervision  over  him,  and  if  he  was  found  derelect  in  duty,  then  try  him  by 
court-martial.  That  is  the  only  way  it  could  be  done. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  do  you  mean,  the  chief  of  the  bureau  ?— A.  No ;  I  mean  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  BURLEIOH : 

Q.  For  instance,  you  would  say  that  the  naval  officer  was  one? — A.  Yes,  sir;  or  the 
ordnance  officer,  or  the  civil  engineer  should  te  responsible  for  the  employment  of  his  men, 
and  so  on  through  all  these  departments. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Suppose  these  officers  proceeded  on  that  line,  having  the  good  of  the  service  at  heart, 
and  some  politician  desired  some  men  put  on  to  a  certain  work  in  the  yard,  might  he  not 
have  influence  enough  over  those  officers  to  cause  that  to  be  done  T  Have  you  not  Keen 
something  of  that  kind? — A.  Yes, sir;  that  has  been  done,  I  understand.  I  have  never 
known  of  instances  of  that  kind ;  but  I  have  heard  that  it  had  been  done. 
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Q.  How  could  that  bo  remedied  T    A  court-martial  conld  not  reach  a  case  of  that  kind, 
he^OBe  the   power    is    above  him. — A.  I  don't  know  how  anything  of  that  kind  could  be 
reached  otber   than  by  the  politicians  themselves  agreeing^  amonf^  themselves  not  to  inter- 
fere, except  iu  case  of  necessity.     If  you  or  Mr.  Burleipfh  find  that  I  am  doing  wrong  in  the 
y&rd,  then  prefer  charsres  and  see  what  yon  can  make  out.    So  long  as  everything  is  goit*  ^ 
on  honestly,  fairly,  and  properly,  donH  interfere  with  me.     You  can  supervise  me  as  oftivi 
IS  you  choose. 

Q.  Generally,  your  idea  is  that  the  heads  of  the  different  departments  should  make  the 
selection  of  their  own  men,  without  being  interfered  with  by  any  outside  parties — either  by 
Congress  or  anybody  else? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buri.eigh; 

Q.  In  yoTir  experience  have  you  not  known  of  some  heads  of  departments  acting  in  a 
partisan  manner  themselves,  without  the  influence  of  politicians? — A.  I  don't  think  a  case 
of  that  kind  has  ever  come  under  my  observation,  not  one.  ^ 

Q.  There  are  partisans  you  know  (or  used  to  be  more  than  there  are  to-day)  among  the 
officers  of  the  Navy.  I  don*t  know  as  there  is  as  much  partisanship  to-day  as  formerly. — A. 
There  are  black  sheep  in  all  flocks,  and  unfortunately  we  have  them  among  us.  I  would 
like  to  see  the  service  rid  of  them.  It  is  possible  some  officers  might  do  wrong  even  under 
those  circumstances.  But  we  are  always  in  a  position  where  you  can  put  your  hand  on  our 
shoulder  at  any  time ;  and  we  can,  as  sailors  say,  **be  brought  up  for  iL'* 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Is  not  the  difficulty  this,  that  yon  are  simply  wheels  in  the  machinery  ?  The  abusing 
power  is  above  you,  and  it  has  got  to  be  reachea  somewhere  else  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  of  any  abuses  of  any  kind  in  the  naval  service,  here  or  elsewhere  ? — A. 
I  do  not,  only  in  the  way  I  speak  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  alleged  abuse  of  taking  on  a  large  number  of  hands 
for  political  purposes  just  before  election,  and  discharging  them  just  after  f  Has  it  been 
done  since  you  have  been  here  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  no  hands  been  taken  on  that  were  unnecessary,  preceding  an  election  in  Maine, 
or  an  election  in  New  Hampshire  f — A.  The  only  way  I  cau  reply  to  that  question  is  this  : 
Certain  men  were  taken  on,  I  believe,  before  the  election.  They  were  considered  neces-. 
sary  to  do  this  work  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I  think  about  that  time  we  were  getting  the 
liv«-oak  into  the  dock.  How  many  men  were  taken  on  at  that  time  I  donH  remember ;  but 
the  constructor  can  tell  you  all  about  it,  and  it  was  presumed  necessary  to  take  those  men 
00 — whether  at  that  special  time  or  not  is  more  than  I  can  tell. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  As  I  understand,  if  men  are  taken  on,  the  heads  of  the  different  bureaus  come  to  you  Y 
— A.  The- heads  of  the  different  departments  make  out  a  list  of  the  men  they  require ;  and 
after  ro^  name  has  been  appended  to  that,  the  men  are  mustered  in.  They  are  presumed  to 
be  the  judges  ot  the  number  of  men  they  require,  not  I. 

Q.  Ion  have  nothing  to  do  with  putting  them  on  or  taking  them  off  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Now,  are  there  any  instances  that  you  remember  where  you  have  been  ordered  from 
Washington,  bv  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to 
take  on  hands  here,  preceding  an  election,  without  any  request  coming  from  you  before  you 
nsoeived  those  orders  T — A.  In  a  number  of  instances  I  have  received,  from  time  to.  timer 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  take  on  men.  I  have  received  the  same  order  from 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  to  take  on  men  ;  but  I  don^t  think  it  was  preced- 
ing an  election. 

Q.  Have  yon  got  those  orders  where  we  can  turn  to  them  conveniently  and  look  them 
over? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  You  came  to  the  yard  after  the  election  in  1874  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Yon  have  all  the  papers  where  you  have  taken  on  men  and  where  you  have  discharged 
them  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  vou  have  the  papers  during  the  time  when  Commodore  Howell  was  here,  previous 
to  you  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

i  <^.  I  would  like  to  have  you  give  us  the  number  of  men  employed  in  this  yard  throngh 

\       the  whole  year,  commencing  with  January,  1868,  monthly,  to  the  present  time-;    and  the 
4       vamber  of  men  discharged  in  each  month. 
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Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  political  influence  interferlnfr  with  the  labor  here  and  increasingly  the  cost 
more  than  it  would  if  the  matter  were  left  to  the  heads  of  the  departments  :  and  then  yon 
spoke  of  ^ettin^  orders  from  Washin^i^ton  to  take  ou  men.  What  political  influence  is 
brou(2^ht  to  bearf — A.  I  don*t  know  of  any  other  influence  save  personal  influence.  I  know 
very  little  as  to  outside  influences.  For  instance,  Mr.  So  and  so,  over  in  Portsmouth,  or 
elsewhere,  will  come  to  the  head  of  some  department  ami  say,  **  Ihave  a  friend  here,  and  I 
would  like  to  get  employment  for  him  in  the  yard.*'  Well,  if  he  is  disposed  to  consult  the 
wishes  of  his  friends,  this  man's  name  may  or  may  not  go  down.  I  know  nothing  as  to  the 
details  of  the  matter.  I  only  know  when  the  lists  of  these  names  come  in,  signed  by  the 
head  of  the  department  employing  these  men,  I  put  my  approval  down,  and  the  men  are 
taken  on.  I  am  not  supposed  to  know  whether  this,  that,  or  the  other  man  is  a  capable  ship- 
builder or  not.  That  is  for  the  head  of  the  construction  department  in  the  yard  to  determine. 
It  is  piMesumed  that  when  these  names  come  before  me  they  are  the  right  kind  of  men. 

Q.  You  dou*t  know  about  the  character  of  the  men  ;  but  you  do  know  that  there  are  cer- 
tain men  who  busy  themselves  in  having  their  friends  about  the  yardT — A.  That  is  my  im- 
pression. 

Q.  You  could  call  those  men  by  name,  could  you  nott— A.  No ;  I  don't  know  whether  I 
could  or  not. 

Q.  Not  at  all  times T-f-A.  No,  sir;  of  coarse  they  don't  come  to  me.  They  go  to  the 
heads  of  the  departments. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  men  are  put  in  this  yard  to  do  that  work  without  refer- 
ence to  their  skill — whether  they  are  skilled  or  unskilled — whether  they  are  qualified  for  the 
work  they  are  called  upon  to  dof— A.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  reply  to  that  question.  The  heads  of 
the  departments  can  only  answer  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  the  heads  of  the  departments  ever  make  any  objections  to  it  to  yon  1  Do  you 
hear  them  find  any  fault  with  the  men  employed  f — A.  No,  sir.  For  instance,  I  am  not  a 
ship'builder.  The  constructor  is  presumed  to  be,  and  he  is  presumed  to  be  the  best  judge 
of  the  kind  of  men  he  wants. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  As  far  as  your  knowledge  goes  is  the  skill  of  the  laborer  the  prime  consideration  of  his 
employment  in  this  yard  7     Is  his  employment  with  reference  to  his  skill,  or  is  it  with  refer 
ence  to  some  ulterior  purpose — political  influence  or  otherwisef    Are  such  men  furnished 
for  other  purposes,  and  do  you  get  unskilled  labor  instead  of  skilled? — A.  A  case  of  that 
kind  has  never  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  persons  whose  names  are  borne  upon  the  pay-rolls  who  do  no  serv- 
ice in  the  navy-yard  T — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  unnecessary  clerks  or  writers  in  the  navy>yard  that  you  know  any- 
thing about — men  whose  services  are  not  really  needed,  and  who  could  ba  dispensed  with  f 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Hate  you  an^  written  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  chief  of  the 
bureau,  on  the  subject  of  the  employment  of  hands,  or  any  orders  to  employ  certain  men  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Q.  I  suppose  such  orders  are  liable  to  come  along  at  any  time. — A.  At  any  time. 

Q.  -Certain  men  are  named  7 — A.  Certain  men  are  named,  and  we  take  them  on.  As 
military  men  we  obey  without  question. 

Q.  These  men  are  laboring  men  in  the  yard — blacksmiths,  shipwrights,  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  various  departments. 

Q.  That  is,  inen  are  taken  on  without  any  requisition  from  your  departments  here,  under 
peremptory  orders  from  Washington  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  those  orders  comprehend  more  than  one  name  or  frequently  a  number  of  names  f — 
A.  Frequently  a  number  of  names. 

Q.  And  do  you  receive  orders  sometimes  preceding  elections  to  give  a  large  number  of 
men  employment  here,  and  are  the  names  furnished  from  Washington  f — A.  That  has  not 
obtained  since  I  have  been  here  ;  nor  could  I  state  positively  whether  those  orders  for  a  large 
number  of  men  were  given  preceding  an  election.  I  don't  think  since  I  have  been  here  I 
have  received  an  order  from  either  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  or  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  employ  any  large  number  of  men  at  any  time.  There  may  be  half  a 
dozen  and  there  may  be  one.  The  number  is  small  generally.  The  names  are  all  down. 
The  order  is  to  give  employment  to  such  and  such  a  man,  giving  his  name. 

Q.  From  whom  do  those  orders  come  generally  7 — A.  Sometimes  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  sometimes  from  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus. 

By  Mr.  JoNES : 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  one  who  is  now  employed  upon  the  yard  that  has  been  court-mar- 
tialed and  discharged? — ^A.  There  is  a  man  in  the  yard  whose  conduct  was  investigated,  I 
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think,  before  I  came  here,  darinur  Commodore  Howeirs  administration  of  the  yard,  for  re 
fiisiDf^,  I  think,  to  render  proper  assistance  to  a  sentry  in  a  certain  ease  ;  and  he  was,  I  be- 
lieve, dismissed,  but  was  taken  into  the  yard  again. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  does  he  serve  now  ? — A.  I  think  he  is  now  captain  of  ship-keepers. 

Q.  Was  he  placed  here  by  the  head  of  the  Department  at  Washinfj^ton  a  second  time  ? — A. 
I  cannot  say  positively  without  reference  to  onr  book.  My  impression  is  now  that  he  waj« 
tiken  on  by  order  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  though  I  will  not  be  positive. 

By  Mr.  MiLL9 : 

Q.  Give  us  his  name. — A.  Daniel  L.  Randall. 

Q.  They  had  a  court-martial  hero,  did  they  not  7 — A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  a  court- 
martial  or  a  board  of  investigation. 

Q.  He  now  has  a  better  place  and  more  pay  T — A.  More  pav ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  have  heard  it  intimated  that  there  was  somebody  steahng,  or  carryine  off  some  stuff, 
tod  the  sentinel  arrested  the  party  and .  asked  Mr.  Randall  for  help,  and  he  refused. — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  There  is  an  order  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  ordering  him  to  be  re-instated  in  a  bet- 
ter place  and  more  pay  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  got  a  copy  of  that  order  that  you  could  furnish  us,  ordering  this  man  to  be 
taken  back  7 — A.  There  must  be  such  an  order. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  required  by  outside  parties,  or  by  the  heads  of  either  of  the  de 
psrtmenta,  to  require  men,  when,  in  your  judgment,  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  requi- 
lition  or  requirement  7— A.  I  can  answer  no,  save  in  two  cases,  and  that  is  in  my  judg- 
ment :  one,  the  case  of  Randall,  and  the  case  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Nealy,  who  was  snperintendent 
of  our  fire  apparatus.   That  order  was  given  by  Mr.  Robeson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

Q.  Have  you  been  ordered  by  the  Department  at  Washington  to  make  requisitions  for 
more  labor  here,  whether  you  wanted  it  or  not,  at  certain  times  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Neither  by  the  Department  there  nor  by  outside  persons  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  have  never  sent  you  orders  to  send  up  requisitions  for  a  certain  amount  of  labor 
to  be  employed  in  the  yard  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Nealy's  discharge  7  What  do  you  understand  Mr. 
Nealy*8  case  to  have  been  7 — A.  I  don*t  know  why  he  was  discharged  ;  I  simply  know  that 
he  was  discharged,  and  1  was  ordered  to  put  on  another  man  in  his  place. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  he  a  good  man — equally  as  good  as  the  man  discharged  7 — A.  As  far  as  I  know 
~Bo,  I  don't  tbiok  he  is  equally  as  good,  for  the  reason  that  he  has  not  had  an  equal 
amount  of  experience  in  the  yard  in  that  direct  line.  Probably  he  will  get  it  iu  time,  Mr. 
Kealy  had  been  here  some  time,  and  knew  all  about  the  pipes,  Slc.  He  had  been  connected 
with  the  yard,  and  had  had  the  care  of  the  steam  fire-engines  for  quite  a  length  of  time — I 
don't  know  how  long  before  I  came  here ;  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  he  would  be  more 
eooversant  with  the  thing  than  a  new  man,  however  »>od  a  machinist  he  might  be.  But 
Mr.  Hamman  seems  to  be  an  excellent,  good  man  ;  but  he  could  not,  on  account  of  his  being 
a  stranger  to  that  kind  of  work,  do  it  as  well  as  the  old  man  did.     He  may  in  time. 

Q.  Does  not  that  same  thing  apply  to  changing  commanders  at  the  yard? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
it  would  apply  to  us  all. 

By  Mr.  Jo!9ES: 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  a  man  by  the  name  of  Weeks,  who  was  on  the  yard 
bereT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  been  on  the  yard  since  you  have  been  here  7 — A.  No,  sir.  As  near  as  I  can 
remelnber  Mr.  Weeks's  case  it  was  this :  He  was  dischaiged  for,  I  can't  remember  now 
what ;  but  I  received  an  order  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to  take  on  this 
man  Weeks,  and  I  made  out  a  statement  of  Weeks's  case.  I  think  his  offense  was  stealing ; 
I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  He  was  court-martialed,  was  he  not,  and  put  upon  the  blue-book  T — A.  Or  examined  ; 
yes,  sir ;  and  when  I  called  the  attention  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  this  case,  I  was  or- 
dered, in  my  discretion,  to  take  him  or  not  take  him.    I  did  not  take  him. 

Q  Well,  was  he  not  taken  on  afterward  by  an  order  from  another  department  f — A.  I 
don't  remember  that,  sir.  I  know  I  hunted  up  the  correspondence  in  his  case,  and  sent  it 
OB  to  the  chief,  giving  the  presumed  character  of  the  man  ;  and  a  letter  came  back  to  me 
directing  me  to  use  my  discretion,  and  that  discretion  was  not  to  employ  the  man,  and  I  did 
not  do  it.     I  thmk  the  case  was  one  of  theft. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

<).  Do  you  know  of  any  person  being  employed  on  the  yard  with  the  understanding  that 
be  was  to  vote  for  any  particular  ticket,  or  use  his  influence  for  the  success  of  the  same? — 
k.  Ko,  sir     They  would  b**  very  apt  to  keep  that  from  me. 

<^.  Do  you  know  any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  Navy  who  has  given  any  consideration  in 
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money,  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  for  any  position,  or  for  any  benefit  to  be 
derived  by  him? — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  contractor  or  other  person  not  connected  with  the  Navy  who  has 
friven  any  money  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  to  any  person  connected  with 
the  Navy  for  the  procarement  of  any  contract  or  other  benefit  from  the  Government  ?— A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  l^now  any  person  connected  with  theGrovemment  who  has  received  any  money 
or  property  or  present  for  the  procurement  of  any  office,  or  any  contract  or  any  benefit  to 
any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service,  either  as  officer,  contractor,  or  employ^  ? — A.  I  do 
not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  improper  or  fraudulent  removal  of  any  of  the  arms,  munitions,  or 
materials  for  ship-building,  tools  or  property  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  Government?— 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  using  the  labor  or  property  of  the  Navy  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  others  than  the  Gk>vernment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  nave  done  it  myself.    That  is  to 
say,  there  is  a  tug  here  called  the  Clara  Bateman.    There  are  no  machine-shops  over  in 
Portsmouth.   That  tug  is  presumed  to  be  necessary  for  the  commerce  of  this  place.   She  goes 
out  and  tows  vessels  in,  and  takes  them  out  again ;  occasionally  that  little  vessel  is  in  need 
of  repairs.     The  man  in  charge  of  her  comes  over  here  to  me  and  says,  *'  I  have  no  means 
of  getting  my  machinery  repau*ed  here.    I  have  the  men,  and  will  you  permit  me  to  lie 
alongside  of  your  yard,  and  give  me  the  use  of  one  of  your  lathes  to  do  my  own  work  f" 
Twice,  or  once  certainly,  I  have  had  that  steamer  lying  alongside  of  the  dock,  aud  she  has 
used  the  Government  tools,  but  no  men  being  paid  by  the  Government  have  done  the  work. 
On  two  or  three  occasions  I  think  that  was  done.     I  remember  she  got  pulled  up  on  Pump- 
kin Island  shoal  oq  one  occasion,  and  broke  her  propeller ;  they  got  anew  propeller,  but  the 
hole  was  either  too  large  or  too  small — I  don*t  know  which — and  he  asked  me  if  he  could 
use  our  lathe  for  boring  out  the  whole  of  this  propeller,  and  I  told  him  yes,  he  using  his  own 
labor. 

Q.  Those  are  the  only  instances  you  know  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  using  the  property  of  the  Government  without  authority 
of  law,  and  for  their  own  use  and  benefit  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  disappearance  of  any  copper  from  the  yard  since 
you  have  been  in  commhud  7 — A.  I  recall  a  case  where  father  ana  son  were  reported  to  me 
as  being  in  the  ship-house  with  a  saw  and  cutting  up  a  piece  of  copper  pipe  or  composition 
pipe.  I  had  the  parties  arrested  aud  sent  down  to  Portland,  I  think,  in  Maine,  stating  the 
case,  and  the  United  States  district  attorney,  or  assistant  district  attorney,  or  the  marshal, 
or  somebody  down  there,  took  the  case  in  hand,  and  it  was  proven  that  they  were  cutting 
up  the  Government  property,  and  they  were  punished  by  confinement  for  a  certain  length 
of  time — how  long  I  don't  know. 

Q.  They  had  not  ^ot  off  the  island  ? — A.  No,  sir.  This  was  not  taking  Government  prop- 
erly ;  it  was  destroying  Government  property.    I  don't  remember  the  names. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  tlie  removal  of  any  iron  by  John  Roach  or  others  since 
you  have  been  here  T — A.  I  do ;  by  Cramp  &>  Son  and  by  John  Roach,  I  think,  of  Phila- 
delphia.    Some  plate-iron,  by  order  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  f — A.  I  can't  tell  you  the  quantity,  but  a  large  quantity.  It  was 
taken  away  in  schooners. 

Q.  How  many  schooners  7 — A.  Three,  I  think,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  not  that  iron  weighed  here  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  don't  know.  That 
came  under  construction.    I  presume  if  it  was  required  to  be  weighed  it  was  done. 

Q.  Have  you  got  a  copy  of^the  order  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  ordering  you  to  ship  it  7 
— A.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  know  upon  what  terms  that  iron  was  removed  f — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  here  have  you  known  any  material,  timber,  iron,  copper,  or  what- 
ever it  may  be,  that  has  been  removed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  chief  of  the 
bureau,  without  its  previously  being  advertised  for  salef — A.  I  have  not.  That  is  the  only 
instance  I  now  remember.     That  was  not  advertised. 

Q.  Was  that  new  iron  or  old  ? — A.  Neither.  It  was  new  in  the  sense  that  it  had  never 
been  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  made,  to  plate  ships'  sides — armor- plating. 
How  long  it  had  been  rolled  I  don't  know,  sir.  From  its  appearance  I  judge  it  to  have  been 
stowed  in  the  yard  some  time. 

Q.  It  was  covered  T — A.  It  was  covered,  a  portion  of  it. 

Q.  Was  it  g^od  iron,  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  made,  do  you  think  7 — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  if  we  stick  to  the  laminated  armor,  it  was. 

Q.  Has  an^  iron  been  returned  in  the  place  of  that  to  this  yard  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  iron  suitable  for  the  plating  of  a  vessel  of  the  Kalamazoo  class,  sent  here  for 
that  purpose  f — A.  I  believe  it  was. 
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Q.  YoD  do  not  know  the  terms  on  which  it  was  obtained  from  the  Government  ? — A.  N'o, 
BT.  I  know  of  Done  other,  save  some  scrap>iron  that  was  advertised  and  sold  at  auction. 

By  Mr.  BURLElGH : 

Q.  Were  joa  not  here  when  they  broke  up  an  engine  T — A.i  I  bad  forg^otten  that.  There 
WM  in  engine  sold,  and  taken  out  of  this  house,  just  in  front  of  this  office.  I  had  an  order 
fortJM  deiivery  of  that;  to  whom  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  The  engine  wais  not  advertised? — A.  I  think  not.  That  iron,  you  see,  wi11«come 
ooder  two  different  hareaos ;  the  plate-iron  under  constructions,  and  the  machinery  would 
come  onder  steam-engineeriug. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  steam-boilers  that  have  been  or  are  now  being  broken  up  at  this 
sUtioof— A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  sold  at  public  sale,  or  sold  by  order  of  the  Department  f — A.  My  impres- 
ROB  if  they  were  not  sold  at  public  sale.  If  they  were,  the  sale  was  held  elsewhere,  not 
Kfe. 

Q.  Well,  yon  bad  an  order  to  deliver  themT — A.   Yes,  sir;  I  had  an  order  to  deliver. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  else  upon  the  yard  that  has  been  delivered,  except  what 
joQ  have  named  here,  by  orders  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau — material  of  any  kind  f — 
A.  I  can  recall  nothing  else,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  copies  of  all  orders  sinc>e  1868,  from  the  bureaus,  authorizing  the 
removal  of  property,  either  by  public  sale  or  otherwise  ;  also  orders  directing  public  prop- 
ivty  to  be  removed  from  any  department  to  any  other  station  1 — A.  1  will. 

By  Mr  Mills  : 

Q.  How  are  bargains,  sales,  or  exchanges  of  Government  property  conducted  here — with 
er  vilhoot  competition  at  public  or  private  sale  f — A.   Competition,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  amount  of  purchases  have  been  made  here  by  annual  lett'ngs  f — 
A  I  do  not,  sir, 

Q.  Or  what  amount  of  purchases  under  orders  originating  with  the  constructoi  at  the 
rani  ? — A.  The  constructor  would  have  them,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  amount  of  purchases  made  under  directions  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to 
Bake  requisitions,  or  to  receive  property  which  may  have  been  purchased  directly  by  the 
bsrean  at  Washington  f — A.   That  you  could  only  get  from  the  head  of  the  department. 

Q.  They  would  write  to  him  and  not  to  youT — A.  Thev  would  write  to  me,  and  that 
better  goes  to  the  head  of  the  department,  and  he  is  governed  by  that,  as  though  the  letter 
were  mrected  to  him. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  received  a  larger  amount  of  material  than  was  advertised  for — $100,000 
wotth.  Ux  instance,  where  the  advertisement  was  for  $20,000  worth  T — A.  I  believe  we  have. 
The  panicnlars  I  cannot  give  you,  though  the  constructor  can.  I  remember  a  quantity  of 
hve-oak  coming  here,  when  we  had  no  information  as  to  its  coming  uotil  it  arrived.  I 
weold  not  allow  any  of  that  material  to  be  landed  without  communicating  with  the  chief  of 
thebonaa. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  would  not  take  notice  of  it  so  quickly  as  the  persons  who  are  at  the 
Wads  of  the  departments.  You  merely  make  the  requisitions  for  the  amount  they  call  for. 
I  uoiply  want  to  know  if,  when  this  letting  is  advertised,  the  head  of  the  department,  I 
will  say  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  CoDstruction,  advertises  for  the  amount  that  you  require 
for  tkoM  different  bureaus  1 — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Dues  be  advertise  for  a  quarter  or  a  tenth  as  muchf — A.  I  can*t  tell. 

Q.  The  balance  is  gut  by  open  purchase  t>- A.  If  there  is  a  smaller  quantity  than  is 
iMaiRd,  the  balance  would  be  gotten  on  open  purchase. 

Q.  It  is  merely  sent  here  to  youf—A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  we  are  ordered  to  receive  it  subject 
to  inspection,  of  coarse. 

Q.  I  mean,  more  than  the  amount  required  by  you  arrives  here,  and  then  you  are  ordered 
to  feepsve  it.  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whether  or  not  Large  amounts  of  timber  and  lumber  have  been  delivered  at  the  yard 
■aeeyoQ  have  been  here  without  your  having  had  any  notice  of  its  coming  until  it  came, 
tad  then  orders  came  from  Washingtoh  for  you  to  receive  it? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  some 
iivi-eak  received  here,  one  or  two  schooner-loads,  we  having  no  instructions  at  the  time  of 
tW  arrival  of  the  schooner  or  schooners,  and  I  refuseu  to  allow  it  to  be  landed,  until  I  had 
fot  iostnictions  from  Washington. 

Q.  By  whom  waa  that  live-oak  delivered  ?-^A.  As  near  as  my  memory  serves  me,  by  Trickey 
4Je«ett.  I  won't  be  positive  about  it.  Either  Trickey  &,  Jewett.or  it  may  have  bten 
IHrifi.    I  ean^t  remember  the  names. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything:  of  any  false  bidding,  straw  bidding,  or  combinations  among 
Mdore  or  dealers,  fdr  supplies  for  the  yard? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  character  of  that  live-oak  timber  that  has  been  received 
hue  if  It  is  of  the  best  character,  or  what  is  called  promiscuous  timber  t— A.  That  I  can  t 
teayoQ. 
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Q.  Who  is  Tour  timber-inspectoTf — A.  John  Locke. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  by  whose  influence  be  received  his  appointment  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  70a  know  what  salary  he  receives  T — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  is  his  capacity  for  judging^  of  timber  f — A.  So  far  as  I  know,  g^ood. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.*  How  long  did  yoar  live-oak  timber  lie  here  withont  bein^^  docked  T — A.  I  don*t  know. 
Mr.  Wilson,  naval  constructor,  I  think,  can  reply  to  that  question  very  satisfactorily. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  duty  does  this  timber-inspector  perform?— A.  I  think  his   duties  are  simply 
and  solely  to  inspect  the  timber. 

Q.  That  is,  the  timber  when  it  arrives  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  that,  he  has  nothing  to  do  7 — A.  So  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  have  received  any  timber  f — A.  That  I  cannot  tell 
you.     Much  of  this  information  I  could  only  give  you  by  reference  to  the  books. 

Q.  Do  or  not  your  books  show  that  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  at  the  annual  letting 
a  small  quantity  of  timber  and  lumber  is  advertised  for,  and  during  the  year  a  much  Isrf^r 
onantity  is  received  from  the  contractor  7 — A.  I  presume  the  construction-books  would  show 
tnat ;  they  should. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  estimates  that  have  been  sent  on  each  year  for  the  last  four 
years,  for  supplies  of  materials  and  everything  that  has  been  used  in  the  yard,  the  total 
amount  supplied  during  the  year,  the  amount  supplied  by  open  purchases,  and  the  amount 
by  bid  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  appropriations  being  carried  forward  by  order  of  the  bu- 
reaus at  Washington  from  one  of  these  departments  to  the  other  f — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  of  the  bills  of  one  fiscal  year  are  carried  over  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  appropriation  of  the  next  fiscal  year  f— A.  I  do.  Bills  in  reference  to  live-oak, 
supplied  by  Bigler  &,  Co.     I  can  and  will  produce  the  correspondence. 

Q.  When  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year  is  exhausted,  what  do  yon  do  t — A.  Gen-. 
erally  lie  on  our  oars.  I  do  not  know  how  else  I  can  reply  to  that  question.  It  is  very 
expressive. 

Q.  You  do  not  incur  any  debts,  or  issue  certificates  of  indebtedness,  or  certify  the  accounts  ? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  7  You  say  that  you  have  certified  that  certain  things  have  been 
delivered. — A.  Of  course,  I  do  that  at  any  time,  when  bills  come  to  me  certified  as  correct. 
I  know  nothing  about  the  payment  of  those  bills. 

Q.  You  dc  that,  when  you  know  there  is  no  money  to  pay  them  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  When  yon  know  there  is  no  money  to  pay  them,  yon  go  through  the  same  process  of 
accepting  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  never  hunale  the  money  at  all.    I  never  see  it. 

Q.  What  do  these  men  who  get  the  certificates  do  with  them  7 — A.  I  don*t  know.  They 
should  go  to  the  paymaster  at  Portsmouth. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  He  would  pay  all  these  bills,  in  the  different  departments? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Does  he  notify  yon  when  he  is  out  of  funds  7 — A.  No,  sir. 
.    Q.  So  you  can  never  tell  how  much  you  have  got  of  floating  debt  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  would 
know. 

Q.  Do  not  your  books  show  the  certificates  you  issue  during  the  year  t — A.  I  presnme 
they  do. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  amount  of  bills  which  yon  have  certified  to  as  being  correct  in 
each  department  since  the  first  of  December  last  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  JoMES : 

Q. '  Should  at  any  time  one  of  the  departments  draw  from  the  fnnds  of  the  other,  wonld 
you  be  aware  of  the  fact  T — A.  No,  sir ;  not  necessarily.  If  it  is  done  at  all,  it  is  done  at 
Washington,  because  I  have  no  authority  to  say  to  the  paymaster,  **  You  transfer  a  portion 
of  the  ordnance  money  over  to  construction."    I  cannot  do  that. 

Q.  That  would  come  under  the  control  of  the  chief  of  bureau  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  f — A.  I  presume  so.  There  is  not  at  any  time  a  very  great  amount  of  funds  in  any 
one  department,  because  this  money  is  held  at  Washington,  and  we  do  not  draw  this  money 
all  together,  in  large  amounts,  but  from  month  to  month,  as  we  require  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  transfers  being  made  from  one  department  to  the  other  ? — A. 
I  do  not ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bills  that  you  are  making  this  year  are  being  paid  t~A.  I 
do  not. 
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Q.  Hot  do  joa  know  bow  mach  money  yet  remains  to  yonr  credit  for  the  current  year  ? 
Cu  joQ  find  tbat  out  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  find  that  ont.  « 

Q.  Those  books  are  all  kept  at  Washington? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  joQ  koow  how  much  is  appropriated  for  the  different  departments  of  yonr  yard 

tklaft  jesrf— A.  No.    I  only  know  this:  For  instance,  I  want  a  snm  of  money  in  con- 

ftractioD.    I  ^o  to  the  constructor  and  ask  him  how  much  monev  he  wants  for  the  coming 

Boath.    A  reouisition  is  made  for  that  amount,  and  they  may  either  give  him  that  or  they 

Btj  give  fajm  less.    How  much  there  is  in  Washington  for  that  particular  bureau  I  do  not 

bow.  • 

Q.  The  amounts  required  for  construction  and  repairs  in  the  different  yards  all  come  from 
one  Department  in  Washington T — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  we  draw  this  money  from  the  Depart- 
ment month  by  month,  as  we  require  it,  so  thit  we  do  not  have  a  great  amount  of  money 
fcere. 

Q.  Doo't  yon  know  that  they  allow  you  your  estimate,  I  will  say  for  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
ftruction  and  Repair,  for  the  year,  when  you  start  in  on  your  fiscal  year  f — A.  I  don*t 
know.  I  can't  answer  that  positively,  because  I  don't  know.  I  onlv  know  this  :  That  the 
first  mooth  in  the  fiscal  year,  for  instance,  the  constructor  and  myself  consult  together,  and 
we  isk.  bow  much  money  do  we  want  to  run  our  department  here  for  this  month,  without 
say  reference  to  the  total  amount  that  may  be  appropriated  to  that  department  for  the  whole 
twelve  months.  Well,  we  want  $5,000  or  $10,000  for  this  month.  I  make  out  a  requisi- 
tioQ  for  that  amount  of  money,  and  if  the  powers  that  be  at  Washington  think  it  necessary 
to  give  us  that  amount  the  reqnisition  is  approved  and  we  are  directed  to  draw  for  it.  They 
Dsy  make  it  still  less,  but  whatever  amount  they  settle  upon  for  the  department  for  that 
aonth,  they  notify  us  and  we  draw  for  that  amount  and  no  more.  It  may  oe  what  we  asked 
inr,  it  may  be  less. 

Q-  8o  they  notify  you  this  month  of  the  amount  that  you  can  have  for  April  ? — A.  No ; 
tfB  our  requisition  first.  For  instance,  we  want  a  certain  amount  of  money,  in  construction, 
to  nm  us  through  April.  Toward  the  latter  part  of  this  month  we  make  out  that  requisi- 
tMo,  say  fur  $.5.CHiO.  That  goes  on  to  Washmgton,  and  if  they  approve  it  for  the  amount 
wbicb  we  ask  for,  we  are  then  notified  that  we  can  draw  for  that  amount. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  It  takes  about  that  amount  to  run  the  department  ? — A.*  We  have  been  running  it  on 
Bach  less  than  that  for  some  little  time  back. 

^  Q.  Did  you  know  anything  in  regard  to  the  Enterprise  until  you  came  to  the  yard  1 — A. 
Ko,  sir ;  she  was  built  and  launched  before  I  came  here. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  day  she  was  launched  ? — A.  No  ;  I  don't. 

Q.  It  was  only  a  short  time  before  you  came  to  the  yardf — A.  A  short  time  before  I 
came;  how  long  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  contractor  and  his  relations  to  the  constructor  ? — A.  No, 
sr. 

Q  Yon  had  not  been  here  long  enough  to  understand  anything  about  thatt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  8be  was  already  in  the  water  when  you  came  here,  you  say  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  appears,  by  a  certificate  we  have  here,  that  you  certified  that  $4,000  worth  of  extra 
Bsterial  bad  been  received  for  the  use  of  that  ship.  (Certificate  shown  to  witness.)  Not 
kaowiiig  anything  about  the  building  of  that  ship  and  the  relations  between  the  contractor 
•ad  eonstructor.  why  did  vou  sign  such  a  paper  as  that  1 — A.  I  could  have  only  one  foun- 
datioB,  that  given  mo  by  the  constructor  of  the'  yard  for  the  labor. 

Q.  Did  he  represent  to  you  that  that  amount  of  extra  material  had  been  receiyed  f — A.  I 
to't  remember  now.  My  memory  will  not  take  me  back  to  October;  but  there  must  have 
keen  some  foundation  for  this,  and  that  the  constructor  would  show  on  his  records  or  his 
books.  I  signed  nothing  for  construction  or  for  any  other  bureau  until  the  bills,  or  the 
SBGonts,  or  whatever  they  may  be  for,  are  first  signed  by  the  constructor  or  the  head  of  that 
^epvtiaeat,  and  certified  to  as  being  correct. 

Q.  Then,  if  the  constructor  certified  that  he  had  received  those  articles,  you  would 
■^pfove  the  bill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Since  that  ship  was  launched  another  contract  has  been  made  with  Mr.  Griffiths  in 
Rfard  to  that  vessel  f — A.  A  contract,  I  believe,  for  building  her  spars  and  to  complete 
brr  in  all  respects. 

Q.  How  many  contracts  have  there  been  on  that  ship  1 — A.  One  to  build  her,  I  think, 
bdara  I  came  bere»  one  to  complete  her,  and  another  to  build  her  spars. 

By  Mr.  JovBS : 
Q.  Wasn't  there  one  for  laonching  her  7 — A.  I  don't  remember. 

By  Mr.  Burlcioh  ; 

Q.  Then  this  $4,000  which  was  paid  to  the  contractor  did  not  apply  to  either  of  these 
eoetaets  T— A.  That  I  don't  know,  sir.  I  can't  tell  from  this  certificate  what  this  extra 
««rk  was  for  without  going  back  to  the  constructor  or  his  records. 

Q  Does  that  read  as  if  it  was  paid  on  either  of  the  contracts  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  ex- 
,mtk  this,  Mr.  Barleigh,  without  going  back  further. 
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Q.  Shoald  jou  think  that  that  ^,000  was  not  in  part  payment  of  any  contract f— A.  I 
donH  know,  sir.      •  j 

By  Mr.  Jones  :  ^ 

Q.  It  says ''extras/*  donUitt — A.  It  says  '*  to  extra  work."  Now,  the  constmcior  could 
■how  what  that  extra  work  was ;  I  could  not. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Have  you  evei  read  the  orig^inal  contract  with  Mr.  Griffiths? — ^A.  I  have  read  two 
contracts.  I  have  a  copy  of  one  ;  and  I  have  a  copy,  not  of  a  contract  exactly,  but  a  letter 
from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  informinp^  me  that  Mr.  Griffiths  is  to  make 
the  spars  for  that  ship  for  a  certain  amount  of  money  ;  but  the  copy  of  the  contract  previooi 
to  this  agreement  may  have  been  a  contract  or  may  not  have  been ;  I  don*t  remember. 

Q.  Previous  to  the  agreement  to  make  the  spars  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  have  two  contracts  besides  that  letter  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  only  one. 

Q.  You  said  there  was  a  contract  to  build  the  ship  and  another  to  complete  her  f — A.  That 
is  my  impression.  I  know  nothing  about  building  the  ship,  because  she  was  built  and  in 
the  water  before  I  came.     I  have  a  copy  of  the  contract  to  complete  her. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  contract  to  build  her  f — A.  No,  sir.  In  addition  to  this  contract 
I  speak  of,  I  have  a  letter  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  in  which  I  am  in- 
formed  that  Mr.  Griffiths  is  to  build  or  make  the  spars  for  that  vessel  for  so  much  money. 

Q.  You  understood  that  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  it  to  be  the  contract  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  simply  an  order  from  Mr. 
Hauscom. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  It  amounts  to  a  contract,  because  he  is  going  on  to  do  the  workf — A.  Yes, sir;  be  is 
going  on  to  do  the  work. 

Q.  Now,  will  ^ou  furnish  us  with  the  contract  to  complete  the  ship,  and  the  letter  t — A.  I 
will  furnish  copies. 

Q.  You  say  you  do  not  know  anything  about  the  contract  for  launching  and  had  noih- 
ing  to  do  with  the  payment  T — A.  No,  sir.  I  don*t  know  as  to  my  having  nothing  to  do 
with  the  paying  it.  I  don't  remember  that,  because  some  bills  may  have  come  in  after- 
ward. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q*  You  understand  by  this  contract  that  he  was  to  have  the  facilities  of  the  yard  to  do  his 
work,  didn't  you  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  Government  was  to  furnish  the  material  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  never  has  been  detained  by  the  Government,  in  regard  to  this  contract,  to  your 
knowledge,  since  vou  have  been  here,  has  he  f — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  No  demand  has  been  made  to  you  for  damages  or  anything  of  that  kind  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  idea  of  the  contract  is  that  he  is  to  have  the  facilities  of  the  yard  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  furnish  all  the  materia  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if,  as  far  as  you  know,  the  Government  has  fulfilled  its  part  of  the 
contract  f — A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  And  you  never  had  any  complaint  from  the  constructor  or  from  Mr.  Griffiths  in  re- 
gard to  detentions  or  any  claim  for  damages  for  any  such  detention  T — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  And  he  usually  has  had  preference  foranything  that  he  wanted  to  do  with  your  machinery 
or  tools  or  oxenf — A.  So  long  as  our  machinery  was  running,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the 
discharge,  when  our  machinery  was  all  shut  down  on,  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  This  third  contract,  I  will  call  it,  the  one  for  making  the  spars,  was  for  |6, 500,  was  it 
not  f — ^A.  I  think  that  was  the  sum. 

Q.  The  Government  furnish  all  the  material  and  pay  |6,.500f — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  And  the  Government  has  furnished  all  the  material,  shops,  facilities,  tools,  everything  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  everything.  There  was  a  question  as  to  the  spars  of  the  Enterprise.  Mr.  Wil- 
son and  myself  had  one  or  two  long  talks  about  it.  There  seemed  to  be  a  question  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  word  **  complete  "  in  making  these  spars.  The  letter  informed  us  that  Mr. 
Griffiths  would  make  the  spars  complete  for  a  certain  specified  sum.  After  those  spars  were, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  I  presume,  completed,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  what  I 
thought  to  be  the  incomplete  state  m  which  those  spars  were  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  had  no 
dogs  in  them,  they  had  no  sheave-holes  in  them,  nor  sheaves  in  the  sheave-holes.  This 
letter  says,  I  think,  "the  spars  to  be  complete.  "  I  do  not  understand  a  spar  to  be  com- 
plete without  its  sheaves,  its  dogs,  its  jack-stays,  its  saddles,  and  various  other  little  things. 
I  consulted  with  Mr.  Wilson,  and  wanted  to  know  whether  he  thought  those  spars  were 
complete.  We  decided  that  in  our  opinion  they  were  not  complete.  Mr.  Griffiths  referred 
the  matter  to  the  bureau,  (at  least  that  is  my  impression,)  and  without  my  writing  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  I  received  this  letter  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Letmeftskif  block-makers  are  not  spar- makers,  nsaallj. — A.  No,  not  always;  not 
oecesaarily,  because  making  blocks,  I  believe,  is  aregnlar  trade.  I  sboald  suppose  that  a 
D«n  coDtnctiag  to  make  apars  would  put  the  sheaves  in.  It  seems  natural  for  a  sailor-man, 
itioj  nie. 

Q  If  tbev  are  not  pat  in  before  painting  the  spars,  thej  would  have  to  be  painted  over 
tfun  ftfter  that  work  is  done ;  is  not  that  so  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

BjMr.  Jones: 

Q.  Htve  yon  at  any  time  had  it  intimated  to  you  that  any  one  of  the  departments  at 
this  stadoD  has  raised  or  borrowed  money  from  some  other  department  7  In  other  words, 
ku  DOC  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  monthly  allottment  to  one  department  been  used  by  an- 
olberT— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  never  had  it  intimated  to  you,  did  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  second  contract  on  the  ship  was  let  since  you  were  here,  wasn't  itT— A.  Yes, 
w. 

Q.  Yon  don*tknow  of  its  being  advertised,  do  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  of  anybody  who  bid  against  Mr.  Griffiths? — A.  No,  sir.        \ 

Q.  All  you  know  about  it  is  that  you  received  a  communication  from  the  bureau  at 
Washington  informing  you  that  he  was  to  do  the  work  for  such  a  price  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Those  orders  came  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  you  ? — ^A.  From  the  chief  of  the 
boreaa ;  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  M1LL8 : 

Q.  Is  it  customary  when  a  man  makes  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a  vessel,  for  that 
vnsel  to  be  delivered  in  the  water  7  If  you  were  making  a  contract  with  a  contractor  here 
to  boiM  a  vessel  complete  for  you,  would  you  understand  that  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  you 
OQ  the  blocks  or  would  you  expect  it  to  be  launched  ? — A.  In  my  own  individual  case,  I 
should  want  her  delivered  in  the  water,  because  accidents  sometimes  happen. 

Q.  What  is  the  custom  about  that  as  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  vessel 
if  soppo»ed  to  be  in  the  water. 

By  Mr.  BuRLBiGH :  ^ 

Q.  If  a  man  takes  a  contract  for  the  hull  of  a  vessel,  is  he  not  bound  to  put  her  in  the 
nier  f — A.  I  sup|)ose  so.  1  certainly  would  not  make  a  contract  with  a  man  to  build  a 
ship  for  me  and  turn  her  over  to  me  on  the  ways.  8he  is  no  good  to  me  there,  and  I  can't 
laimdi  her.  An  accident  might  happen,  although  they  do  not  very  often  ;  the  ship  may 
tare  over.  I  don't  want  to  run  that  risk.  That  the  man  who  builds  the  ship  must  at- 
tnidto. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  there  would  be  a  saving  made  to  the  Government  and  the  service 
be  performed  more  effectively  aud  better  if  you  employ  your  marines  as  watchmen  ?— A.  I 
<io,Mr. 

Q.  In  what  particular  ?— A.  I  think  they  are  more  amenable  to  discipline  and  less  likely 
to  be  interfered  with  by  parties  on  the  yard.  Well,  there  is  a  certain  antagonism  as  between 
•  soldier  and  a  sailor,  if  you  like,  or  a  soldier  and  a  workman,  in  the  uavy-yard.  They  are 
not  often  seen  together,  and  I  would  much  prefer  myself  to  see  marines  guarding  the  public 
property  in  the  >ard  than  watchmen.  I  personally  feel  that  I  could  rely  more  implicitly 
aprai  them  than  I  could  npon  watchmen ;  whether  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  marine  is  a 
•oidier.  and  carries  a  musket,  I  don't  know  ;  but  that  is  the  feeling  I  have. 

Q.  Bat  there  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  Government  ? — A.   Undoubtedly,  I  think. 

Q.  You  think  the  service  would  be  done  fully  as  well  if  not  better  7 — A.  I  think  it  would 
bt  done  fully  as  well  if  not  better.  In  that  case  the  marines  would  require  to  be  divided 
into  two  parts,  sentries  and  patrolmen.     A  sentry  never   leaves  his  post,  you  know,  and 

foa  might  be  out  of  the  sentry's  beat  and  doing  questionable  things,  and  you  could  not  get 
IB  off  his  beat.  Therefore,  in  addition  to  the  sentry  who  should  confine  himself  to  his 
post,  I  would  have  patrols  who  should  all  be  marines.  The  patrols  would  move  about  as 
vstchmen  do;  the  sentries  would  be  confined  to  their  own  proper  places.  I  think  a  great 
Mving  eould  be  made  to  the  Gk>vemment  by  substituting  marines  for  watchmen,  and  I 
tkiak  the  work  would  be  done  equally  well  if  not  better. 
Q.  And  at  a  great  deal  less  expense  ? — A.  At  very  much  less  expense. 

By  Mr.  BCRLEIGH : 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  retired-list.  You  are  familiar  with  it  and  with  many  of  the  offi* 
eos  opoQ  it,  and  their  service  to  the  country  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Willyoa  state  if  there  are  any  abuses  connected  with  it,  to  your  knowledge,  or  suggest 
mj  changes  that  could  be  mada  that  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  ?— A.  I  think  I 
esa,  sir.  The  retired-list,  as  I  understand  it,  was  created  for  the  purpose  of  taking  myself, 
far  miCaDoe,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Navy,  who^was  like  an  old  horse  after  his  work  is 
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done,  and  making  him  comfortable.     Or,  in  other  words,  not  cuttinij^  him  off  entirely,  bat 

fiving  him  something  to  live  npon.  It  was,  as  we  understand  it  in  the  Navy,  to  be  an 
onorable  position,  and  where  we  might  be  in  oar  old  age  associated  with  men  whom  we 
supposed  were,  like  ourselves,  honorable,  high-minded  people  *,  instead  of  which,  if  I  am 
put  upon  the  retired-list  to  morrow,  I  am  there  with  a  long  list  of  others,  some  of  whom  I 
think  are  not  worthy  of  being  there,  put  there  by  whom  I  do  not  know,  but  men  who  should 
be  out  of  the  service  entirely ;  drunkards,  mi^n  who  have  seen  little  or  no  service,  men 
who  go  to  your  place  of  business,  or  somebody's  place  of  business,  and  run  up  bills,  and, 
as  Jack  says,  paying  them  with  the  flying  fore-topsail,  or  not  paying  them  at  all.  That  is 
disgraceful.  I  look  upon  the  Navy  as  one  great  family,  and  no  one  member  of  that  family 
can  disgrace  himself  without  at  the  same  time  disgracing  me  ;  and  he  has  no  right  to  put 
me  in  such  a  position  as  that. 

Q.  Then  you  think  that  putting  men  npon  the  retired-list  who  would  not  be  trusted  at 
sea  because  of  their  vices,  impairs  the  respectability  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  on  the 
retired-list  properly.— A.  I  think  it  does  ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  Government  should  be 
called  upon  to  support  a  man  who  has  been  put  upon  that  retired-list  for  drunkenness.  You 
could  not  trust  him  at  sea  in  command  of  a  ship,  because  he  is  utterly  unfitted  for  that 
position,  and  instead  of  putting  him  out  of  the  service,  where  he  should  be,  you  put  him  on 
the  retired- list,  and  make  the  Qovernment  support  him. 

Q.  Have  you  never  known  of  any  instance  in  the  Navy  where  men  have  been  suspended 
by  court-martials  or  dismissed  the  service  and  got  back  again  f  — A.  I  cannot  recall  to  mind 
now  any  cases. 

Q.  Can  you  not  recall  a  case  T — ^A.  I  cannot  recall  any  from  my  own  knowledge.  I  have 
heard  a  case  mentioned  of  a  young  man  of  the  nanie  of  Quackenbush.  He  is  a  good  deal 
younger  man  in  the  service  than  I  am,  and  I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  him  but  once.  His  case 
as  mentioned  to  me  was  a  very  flagrant  one.  As  I  understand  it,  he  wns  on  the  South 
Atlantic  station,  ''the  Brazils,**  we  call  it,  and  he  committed  all  sorts  of  outrages,  keeping 
mistresses,  dressing  up  in  women's  clothes,  and  behaving  generally  in  the  most  outrageous 
manner.  He  was  tried  by  court-martial,  and  the  sentence  was  dismissal  from  the  service, 
and  he  was  dismissed ;  but  by  some  influence,  I  don*t  know  what,  he  was  brought  back 
into  the  service.     I  don't  know  whether  he  is  in  active  service  now  or  on  the  retired  liat. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  dropped  from  the  list  of  officers  in  the  Navy  or  not  T — 
A.  That  I  don't  know.  There  are  cases  of  that  kind,  undoubtedly,  and  I  think  it  is  hard 
that  you  should  be  compelled  to  support  such  men,  and  it  is  equally  hard  for  me  to  be  as- 
sociated with  such. 

Q.  Is  he  now  on  the  active-list  f — A.  I  think  he  is.     I  am  not  certain,  however. 

Q.  He  was  a  line-officer  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  a  line-officer. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  would  you  suggest  as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  which  you  have  spoken  1 — A.  I 
don't  know  any  other  way  than  by  a  board. 

By  Mr.  JoNBS : 
Q.  You  have  a  board  now,  haven't  youf — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  that  boArd  cannot  try  people. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  its  jurisdiction  ? — A.  To  pronounce  whether  I,  for  instance,  am 
capable,  mentally,  morally,  and  professionally,  of  performing  my  duties. 

Q.  That  is  for  the  active-list  f — A.  That  is  for  the  active-list. 

Q.  If  you  are  not,  what  then  t — A.  If  I  am  not  I  am  recommended  to  be  retired  by  that 
board. 

Q.  And  you  are  recommended  to  be  retired,  as  I  understand  it,  for  causes  which  occurred 
in  the  line  of  your  duty  or  for  any  other  cause  ? — A.  Or  for  any  other  cause. 

Q.  It  does  not  make  any  difference  what  the  causes  are,  if  you  are  unfit  for  active  duty, 
from  whatever  cause,  you  go  on  the  retired-list  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  unless  they  recommend  that  I 
be  tried  by  court-martial. 

Q.  We  will  suppose  a  case.  Suppose  a  commander  of  a  vessel  behaves  so  timidly  before 
the  enemy  that  his  ship  is  wholly  worthless  in  the  action;  there  are  no  charges  of  cowardice 
against  him,  on  account  of  feelings  of  delicacy  on  the  part  of  his  brother  officers,  but  it  is 
understood  that  he  is  not  fit  to  command  a  vessel ;  don't  they  put  him  on  to  the  retired-list  ? — 
A.  I  don't  know  of  a  case  of  that  kind,  although  I  can  readily  understand  how  it  might  be 
done. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  on  that  retired-list  who  are  fit  for  active  duty? — A.  I 
can't  say  without  going  over  the  list. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  about  retiring  men  arbitrarily  at  sixty-two  years  of  age  ? — A.  I 
like  it- 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  are  any  officers  on  the  retired-list  who  should  be  dismissed 
the  service  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  regard  to  the  question  of  retiring  men  at  sixty-two  years  of 
age ;  take  a  young  man,  for  instance,  who  entered  the  service  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  a 
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Wt  OT  fifle<»ii,  if  be  has  ^own  ud  to  the  aj^e  of  sixty-two,  seeing  a  fair  proportion  of  hard 
aemce,  \f  be  has  been  honest  ana  consciontious  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  I  think  by 
ihal  time  be  is  ready  to  step  aside. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  are  some  who  are  folly  capable  of  performing  their  duties 

after  that  age  T — A.  Some  are :  but  where  you  can  find  one  case  of  that  kind,  and  I  could 

point  you  to  one  or  two,  you  can  find  a  large  majority  who  are  not.    If  a  man  has  done  a 

fair  share  of  hard  work,  he  will  be  ready  to  be  put  upon  the  retired-list  at  that  age.     If  he 

has  been  galivanting  about  on  shore  with  the  ladies,  maybe  he  will  1a<*t  a  little  longer  than 

the  man  who  has  seen  hard  service.   There  wa4  Admiral  Stringham,  who,  up  to  within  a  few 

years,  was  as  active  at  the  age  of  sixtj'-four  or  sixty -seven,  and  as  fully  capable  of  doing  his 

work  at  that  age  as  he  was  at  fifty — strong  as  an  ox,  physically  and  mentally.    But  where 

you  find  one  man  of  that  kind,  you  will  find  a  dozen  of  the  other. 

Q.  tio  that  you  think  it  is  best  for  the  service  to  stick  to  the  rulef — A.  I  think  it  is.  You 
may  occasionally  stumble  upon  a  man  who  is  capable  of  doing  his  work  at  sixty-two,  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  I  think  sixty-two  hits  it  about  fairly. 

Q.  I  want  to  go  back  to  that  old  iron-clad,  and  get  your  testimony  about  that.  Is  that 
vessel  in  your  way  here  ? — A.  I  can't  say  that  she  is. 

Q.  Suppose  the  Government  were  to  become  entangled  and  you  were  notified  by  a  dis* 
patch  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  put  your  yard  in  order  and  go  to  repairing  vessels 
and  constructing  and  all  that,  would  not  that  vessel  be  in  your  way  ? — ^A.   Yes,  sir ;  un- 
doubtedly. 
Q.  Is  it  of  any  service  to  the  Government  as  it  is  f — A.  Not  that  I  can  see. 
Q.  Can  it  be  made  of  service  to  the  Government  7 — A.  I  think  not,  sir. 
Q.  What  do  you  think  is  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  itT — A.  That  is  a  difficult  question 
to  answer;    the  best  and  the  cheapest,  of  course.    You  donH  want    to   throw    away 
money  on  her.     It  is  a  very  difficult  question.     It  is  possible  that  she  might  be  calked 
where  she  is,  floated  and  kept  afloat  long  enough  to  pull  her  up  at  high  water  on  sum«  of 
these  flats  here,  and  there  she  might  be  burned,  taking  what  copper  and  iron  there  is  out  of 
her ;  but  I  think  the  Government  would  lose  by  undertaking  to  break  her  up. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Don*t  you  think  if  you  filled  her  with  barrels  and  launched  her  she  would  float  where 
yon  wanted  her? — A.  You  might  do  that,  and  you  might  also  lash  casks  around  her,  which 
Would  help  to  support  her.    I  think  that  would  be  the  cheapest  way  to  do  it. 

Q.  But  as  she  is  in  the  way  and  obstructing  the  yard,  you  think  it  bent  to  have  her  dis- 
posed of  in  some  way  or  other  f — A.  I  think  it  would,  and  in  the  cheapest  way. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  again  about  the  Illinois ;  do  you  know  anything  about  breaking  up 
or  tearing  down  a  vessel  at  this  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  done  before  you  came  here  f — A.  O,  yes.    I  know  nothing  of  that  case. 
Q.  Or  of  the  Ohio?— A.  No, sir. 

By  Mr.  .Tones  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  the  Government  to  have  a  civil  engineer  for  each 
navy-yard  ? — A.  I  think,  with  the  exception  of  erecting  buildings,  we  can  get  along  quite  as 
well  without  the  civil  engineer  as  with  him. 

Q.  If  you  wanted  to  erect  a  building,  couldn't  your  masons  and  carpenters  do  it  as  well 
or  better  than  the  civil  engineer?  I  suppose  your  civil  engineer  does  not  know  anything 
aboat  building  except  what  he  has  learned  8ince  he  has  been  on  the  yard.  Can  you  not 
erect  any  building  or  do  any  piece  of  work  of  that  kind  under  the  direction  of  the  heads  of 
the  different  departments  in  this  yard  without  a  civil  engineer  f — A.  I  think  we  can. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

What  buildings  have  you  built  the  last  two  years  f — A.  None,  sir. 
Q.  How  much  is  he  paid  per  year? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  that  without  reference  to  the 
Navy  Register. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Could  not  the  constructor  do  the  duty  of  the  timber-inspector,  and  inspect  the  timber 
when  it  is  delivered  here  7 — A.  That  would  come  under  the  head  about  which  we  wore  talk- 
ing some  time  ago,  as  to  inspection.  I  believe  the  head  of  each  department  should  inspect 
ana  be  responsible  for  all  stores  received  in  his  department. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Looking  at  the  good  of  the  service,  and  at  the  good  of  the  men  also,  bf cause  they  are 

wA  good  for  much  unless  they  have  something  to  do,  don*t  yon  think  the  line-officers  when 

oS  dotj  on  shore  might  do  the  dutv  of  some  of  the  civilians  that  you  have  in  your  yard  ? — 

K.  I  don't  know  what  civilian  we  have  hero  in  charge  of  a  department  save  the  civil  eugi- 

wet.   What  specially  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Q.  Well, there  are  always  shout  so  many  waiting  orders,  are  there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  A  man  is  waiting  orders  someUmes  a  jear  or  two  years  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  really  there  is  nothing  for  them  to  do  7~A.  They  would  be  very  glad,  a  majority 
of  them,  to  get  employment.  ^ 

Q.  Could  they  not  be  employed  upon  the  yards  to  fill  the  places  of  timber-inspectors,  or 
somethiug  of  that  kind  ? — A.  Hardly,  because  a  timber-inspector  requires  some  special 
knowledge ;  unless  a  piece  of  timber  was  particularly  bad  I  could  not  tell  you  its  conditiou 
or  its  quality.  I  could  say,  generally,  that  this  piece  of  timber  is  rotten  or  decayed,  or  shows 
signs  of  decay,  but  I  could  not  go  further  than  that. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  not  the  heads  of  departments  better  judges  of  the  material  to  bo  used  in  their 
departments  than  any  one  else  7  Are  they  not  educated  with  that  object  in  view  ? — A.  That 
is  my  impression.    That  is  my  belief. 

Q  Then  the  civil  inspector  who  comes  in  has  not  the  general  education  that  the  Ntvy 
officer  in  charge  hasT — A.  I  think  not,  and  I  think  so  for  this  reason:  For  instance,! 
am  inspector  of  equipment  stores ;  I  have  been  dealing  in  them  for  a  long  time ;  I  have 
been  looking  at  them;  they  belong  to  my  department,  and  I  am  supposed  to  know 
something  about  them.  I  nave  also  men  in  my  employment  in  the  equipment  depart- 
ment whose  business  it  has  been  to  work  in  this  very  material  that  I  have  requirea  for 
certain  purposes;  they  are  presumed  to  be  experts  whether  I  am  or  not;  and  if  a  certain 
article  in  the  equipment  department  comes  into  the  yard  I  go  and  look  at  it,  and  if  I  am  in 
doubt  I  go  to  the  best  man  I  know  in  my  department.  If  I  have  doubt  of  him,  I  will  go  to 
the  other  departments.  If  I  find  a  man  who  knows  something  about  this  thing  that  another 
man  doen  not,  I  will  take  him,  no  matter  what  department  he  oelongs  to.  I  will  bring  him 
in  as  au  expert ;  we  will  examine  this  article  or  these  articles  together,  and  decide  whether 
the  quality  is  such  as  will  enable  us  to  receive  them.  I  think  that  can  be  better  done,  or 
certainly  as  well  done,  bv  the  heads  of  the  departments  as  by  civilian  inspectors. 

Q.  Has  the  decision  of  the  civilian  inspector,  appointed  by  the  Government  for  a  special 
purpose,  as  to  the  quality  of  any  article,  more  weight  than  the  opinion  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment to  which  it  is  to  gof — A.  It  should  not  nave. 

Q.  Does  it  in  your  experience  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  the  civil  inspector  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  head  of  the  department  T — 
A.  If  the  civilian  inspector  Is  called  upon  to  inspect  certain  articles  coming  in  my  depart- 
ment, and  he  certifies  that  he  has  inspected  those  articles  and  pronounces  them  of  proper 
quality,  that  passes  the  goods. 

Q.  If  you  object f — A.  He  may  possibly  have  overlooked  something,  and  if,  on  looking  at 
these  things,  I  tiod  that  something  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  come  up  to  the  quality,  I  call 
his  attention  to  that:  but,  as  a  general  thing,  his  name  passes  those  articles. 

Q.  Does  not  the  foreman  of  the  shop  where  those  articles  are  to  be  used  inspect  them 
first ;  that  is,  do  they  not  go  through  his  hands  7  Is  he  not  considered  the  inspector  7 — A.  No, 
I  don't  think  he  is.  He  may  receive  these  things  in  store,  and  after  he  receives  them  in 
store,  he  looks  them  over  to  see  if  they  correspond  in  quantity  with  Jhe  requisition  calling 
for  them. 

Q.  And  quality  1 — A.  No ;  I  don't  think  he  has  anything  to  do  with  that,  unless  he  may- 
be called  upon  by  me  as  the  inspector  as  an  expert.    If  I  am  in  doubt,  that  I  may  do. 

Q.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  the  inspector  may  receive  any  quantity  of  timber  in  this 
yard  without  regard  to  quality,  and  if  he  approves  of  it  the  constructor  cannot  say  *'no.'* 
Is  that  your  idea? — A.  No,  not  altogether,  but  partially.  The  constructor  is  receiving  live- 
oak  timber  here.  Suppose  there  are  two  or  three  lots;  the  constructor  is  not  there  to  see 
every  stick  of  tfmber  toat  comes  out  of  those  vessels,  the  inspector  is  there,  or  is  presumed 
to  be  there,  and  if  he  states  to  the  constructor  that  all  the  sticks  of  timber  taken  out  of  those 
one,  two,  or  half  a  dozen  lots  are  of  the  proper  quality,  that  is  sufficient. 

Q.  Thou  his  judgment  is  taken  as  final  T — A.  Yes,  sir.  Therefore  I  say  that  the  heads  of 
the  departments  should  discharge  the  duty  of  inspectors. 

Q.  Have  there  ever  been  any  cases  here  where  the  constructor  has  thought  that  the  in- 
spector has  been  too  liberal  in  nis  measure  and  insisted  upon  a  remeasurement  7 — A.  I  know 
of  no  such  case.  Therefore  I  say  that  the  head  of  the  department  himsett  should  be  respon- 
sible. If  he  is  in  doubt  as  to  the  quality  of  any  particular  article,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
call  in  an  expert,  because  we  have  men  of  all  traaos  here,  you  know. 

Q.  If  you  were  to  call  in  an  e.xpert  would  you  take  a  civilian  or  a  naval  officer  f — A.  I 
would  take  a  civilian.  I  would  take  one  of  the  men  in  my  department.  For  instance,  I  am 
upholstering  a  chair  in  the  equipment  department,  and  a  piece  of  rep  comes  in  to  cover  the 
arms  of  that  chair.  I  look  at  it,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  it  is  pretty  g^od,  but  I  am  not  quite 
certain,  and  do  not  like  to  decide  without  having  somebody  to  sift  it.  Here  is  a  man  in  the 
department  whom  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  is  dishonest  or  wouldgive  a  dishouest  opinion. 
I  say,  *'  Jones,  I  want  you  to  look  at  this  piece  of  rep  with  me.'*  This  man  has  been  work- 
ing with  just  such  material  for  years  and  years  ;  he  is  a  workman  in  my  department,  and  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that,  having  handled  so  much  of  this  stuff,  he  must  be  more  or  less  an  ex- 
pert and  be  able  to  judge  whether  this  material  is  good  or  not. 

Q.  You  would  not  get  a  physician  to  do  that  T — A.  Hardly  ;  but  this  man  might  be  a 
physician,  too.    But  I  would  make  the  heads  of  the  departments  responsib  e. 
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By  Mt.  Joi9ES: 

Q.  ^Yiy  could  not  some  ^ntleman  from  the  line  or  the  staff,  when  on  shore,  perform  the 
iaty  of  m!«pecior  of  timber  T — A.  So  he  could. 

(i.  Doii*t  you  tbiuk  it  would  be  better  for  the  service f  Don't  you  think  the  duty  would 
be  more  apt  to  be  more  faithfully  performed  1 — A.  I  think  it  would. 

By  Mr.  BurLiEIGH  : 

Q.  Would  tbere  uot  be  less  liability  of  collusion  between  contractors  and  the  officers  ol 
the  GoTemment  f — A.  Much  less.    We  generally  value  our  commissions. 

Q.  Then  it  is  a  fair  deduction,  from  what  you  have  said,  that  these  civilian  inspectors  are 

useless,  becaose  the  head  of  the  department  has  got  to  be  the  judge,  and  he  has  experts  in 

bis  employment,  and  if  there  is  more  dang^  of  QoUusion  by  having  them,  it  is  a  pretty  gooil 

argument  against  having  them  on  the  yard  at  all. — A.  If  the  question  were  put  to  me  at  this 

moment  wbether  I  thought  civilian  inspectors  were  necessary,  I  should  say,  "No." 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Bat  if  yon  wore  going  to  have  any  you  would  take  them  from  the  men  who  are  uot 
on  active  service. — A.  I  do  not  see  even  the  necessity  for  doing  that.    Why  should  I  have 
another  officer  in  the  yard  when  the  duty  can  just  as  well  be  done  by  the  head  of  that  par- 
ticular department,  who  is  already  here  and  being  paid  f    Why  should  not  the  head  of  the 
department  of  steam  engineering  be  responsible  for  the  stores  he  receives  and  signs  for,  and 
if  he  needs  assistance  in  the  performancd  of  this  duty,  call  upon  an  expert  or  anybody  who 
may  be  thought  an  expert  either  in  his  own  department  or  in  any  other  department  in  the 
yard  T     I  see  no  reason  for  a  civilian  inspector.    They  are  political  appointments,  I  presume ; 
or,  if  they  are  not  political  appointments,  I  don*t  know  how  far  I  can  use  the  word   **  politi- 
caL*'    I  only  know  they  are  civilian  appointments,  and  I  do  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
them.  " 

By  Mr.  BuRLETOH : 

Q.  Yon  don*t  want  to  be  antagonistic  to  thetti  f — A.  I  don*t  want  to  be  antagonistic  to 
anybody.  In  other  words,  I  will  use  all  proper  means  to  gain  the  respect  and  good  wili 
even  of  a  dog;  beyond  that  I  will  not  go.  I  tnink  we  can  get  along  with  our  inspections 
quite  as  well  among  ourselves  as  to  have  any  outside  gentlemen  coming  in  to  act  for  us. 
There  may  be  a  necessity  for  it,  but  I  do  not  see  it. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Who  inspects  your  munitions,  powder  and  shot  7 — A.  The  ordnance  officer. 

Q.  Is  there  not  as  much  necessity  for  an  inspector  of  munitions  over  the  ordnance  officer 
as  for  an  inspector  of  timber  over  your  constructor  T — A.  Quite. 

Q.  Have  you  any  orders  from  Washington  requiring  you  to  change  the  dates  of  bills,  &c., 
to  carry  them  forward  into  the  next  year  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  there  is  such  corre- 
spondence. What  it  is  I  cannot  tell  you  without  referring  to  it.  I  will  furnish  copies  of 
such  correspondence. 


The  following  are  the  specifications,  contract,  &.C.,  for  completing  the  sloop  of  war  Enter- 
prise: 

Proposals  fur  building  sloop  of  war  at  KiUery  navy-yard. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

June  30,  1873. 

Proposals  will  be  received  at  this  bureau  until  12  o*clock  m.,  the  first  day  of  September 
next,  from  builders  or  mechanics  qualified  to  do  the  work,  for  the  raising,  framing,  and  rib- 
boning, planking  from  keel  to  rail,  ceiling,  including  keelsons,  clamps,  spirketing,  and  bat- 
tery, to  rail,  putting  in  decks,  including  all  bitts,  &c.,  putting  on  main  and  hammock  rails, 
dianoels,  and  chains,  building  storerooms,  magazines,  and  lockers,  joiner- work  inside  and 
out,  calking  and  scraping,  building  quarter-galleries  and  setting  head,  and  painting  com- 
plete, of  a  sloop  of  war  of  about  640  tons.  The  materials,  tools,  and  facilities  for  doing  tht' 
vofk  will  be  furnished  by  the  Qovemment. 

The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  will  be  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  on 

VTednesday,  the  20th  of  August  next,  and  in  connection  with  the  naval  constructor  of  that 

3ird,i?Lll  meet  persons  desiring  to  make  proposals  for  the  work  above  mentioned,  and  will 

t^t  all  necessary  explanations  concerning  the  work  to  be  done,  and  in  regard  to  the  char* 

Kterof  the  materiaUf,  tools,  and  facilities  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government. 

Y\xai  and  specifications  may  be  seen  and  examined  by  applying  to  the  commandant  of 

V^«  iOtterj  navy-yard  after  August  ] .  1873. 
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Contract  for  building  sloop  of  war  Enterprise  at  Kittery. — Jno,  W.  GriJUks. 

This  contract,  made  and  entered  into  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachasetts,  the  19th 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  eieht  hundred  and  seventy-three,  between  John  W.  Griffitba, 
oP  Charlestown,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  principal,  and  William  T.  Gliddeo,of 
Nahant,  and  M.  D.  Ross,  of  West  Roxbnry,  and  C.  Allen  Browne,  of  Boston,  and  John  M. 
Glidden,  of  Boston,  all  in  the  Stat«  of  Massachusetts,  as  sureties  of  the  first  part ;  and  IsAith 
Hanscom,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  actinj^  under  the  authority  of  the  \ 
Navy  Department,  for  and  in  its  behalf,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth  :  j 

That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  hereby  contract,  covenant,  and  a^ee,  for  them-   \ 
selves,  their  executors  and  administrators,  jointly  aud  severally,  with  the  said  party  of  the    \ 
second  part,  as  follows :  That  for  the  consideration  hereinafter  named,  the  said  John  W. 
Griffiths  will  furnish  the  uecessary  labor  therefor,  and  will  construct,  in  the  navy-yard, 
Kittery,  Maine,  (the  materials,  tools,  and  facilities  for  doing;  the  work  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Government,)  the  hull  of  a  steam  screw-propeller  sloop  of  war,  authorized  under  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  February  10,   1873,  of  the  following  general  dimensions  f  Length  be- 
tween perpendiculars,  Jd5  feet;  extreme  breadth, 35  feet;  depth  from  main-deck  to  top  of 
floor,  16  feet  2  inches ;  the  work  to  be  done  under  this  contract  being  as  follows :  Raising, 
framing,  and  ribboning,  iron-strapping,  planking  from  keel  to  rail,  ceiling,  including  clamps, 
spirketing,  and  battery  to  rail,  putting  in  decks,  including  all  bitts,  t&c,  putting  ou  main 
and  hammock  rails,  channels,  ana  chains,  building  storerooms,  magazines,  and  lockers,  joiner- 
work  Inside  and  out,  calking  and  scraping,  building  quarter-fi^alleries  and  setting  head,  and 
painting  complete.    All  carpenters*,  joiners*,  fasteners',  calkers*,  scrapers*,  painters*,  and 
plumbers'  work,  and  all  practicable  galvanizing  of  wrought  and  cast  iron,  and  all  other  work 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  hull  of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  excepting  blacksmiths'  work, 
which  is  not  Included  In  this  contract,  to  be  done  by  the  said  Griffiths. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  further  agree  that  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  said 
Griffiths  under  this  contract  shall  conform  in  all  respects  with  the  specificatiourt  and  drawing^s 
for  the  aforesaid  vessel  now  in  the  Kittery  yard,  aud  which  are  hereby  made  a  part  of  this 
contract ;  that  in  the  performance  of  the  work  the  parties  hereby  contracting  are  to  be  gov- 
erned thereby  as  truly  as  if  the  same  were  incorporated  in  this  instrument ;  nor  is  the  omis- 
sion of  any  detail  or  object  uecessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  Intent  and  spirit  of  this  agree- 
ment to  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  United  States ;  and  further,  that  the  work  shall  be  done 
in  the  best  manner,  and  equal  in  all  respects  to  that  done  upon  vessels  built  in  the  United 
States  navy-yard  by  day's  work,  and  to  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Navy  Department  and 
of  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  Navy  Department  to  inspect  the  work, 
aud  who  shall  have  full  power  to  reject  any  bad  or  imperfect  worK  in  any  stage  of  its  progress, 
and  to  whom  every  part  and  arrangement  and  detail  of  the  work  must  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  that  the  aforesaid  work  shall 
be  completed,  in  all  respects  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications  herRln  referred  to,  in 
ten  (10)  months  from  the  date  of  signing  this  contract.  And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
do  further  engage  aud  contract  that  no  member  of  Congress,  officer  of  the  Navy,  or  any 
person  holding  any  office  or  appointment  under  the  Navy  Department,  shall  be  admitted  to 
any  share  or  part  of  this  contract  or  agreement  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom.  And 
it  Is  hereby  expressly  provided,  and  this  contract  is  upon  this  express  condition,  that  if  any 
such  member  of  Congress,  officer  of  the  Navy,  or  other  person  above  named  shall  be  admitted 
to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  under  it,  or  in  case  the  parties 
of  the  first  part  shall,  in  any  respect,  fail  to  perform  this  contract  on  their  part,  the  same 
may  be,  at  the  option  of  the  United  States,  declared  null  and  void  without  affecting  their 
right  to  recover  for  defaults  which  may  have  occurred. 

It  is  further  agreed  and  understood  that  the  drawings  and  specifications  herein  referred  to 
and  considered  a  part  of  this  contract  shall  not  be  changed  in  any  respect  when  the  cost 
win  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  ($100  )  except  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  board  of  sur- 
vey composed  of  not  less  than  five  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ;  and  if  changes  are  thus  made  the  actual  cost  of  aud  aamago  caused  by  such  change 
shall  be  estimated  oy  such  board  of  survey ;  and  the  parties  of  tiie  first  part  hereby  agree 
that  if  such  changes  are  made  they  shall  be  bound  by  the  estimate  of  said  board  as  to  the 
amount  of  increased  or  dimiuished  compensation  they  are  to  receive,  if  any,  in  couscquence 
of  any  such  changes  as  is  provided  in  the  second  secti3Q  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
February  10,  1873,  hereinbefore  referred  to. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  that  in  the  event  of  any 
neglect  or  failure  on  the  part  of  the  said  Griffiths  to  complete  the  work  herein  provided  for 
upon  the  said  steam  screw-propeller  sloop  of  war  in  accordance  with  this  contract,  and  with 
the  drawings  and  specifications  herein  referred  to  and  considered  a  part  thereof,  within  the 
time  hereinbefore  specified,  and  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Navy  Department 
and  to  the  officer  or  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  Navy  Department  to  inspect  the  work 
while  in  progress,  and  to  finally  pass  upon  it  when  so  completed,  they  will  forfeit  and  pay  to 
the  United  States  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  ($25)  per  day  for  each  and  every  day 
delayed  ;  and  they  further  agree  that,  in  addltlonto  said  forfeiture,  the  Navy  Department  is 
authorized,  in  case  the  work  herein  contracted  to  be  done  is  not  completed  within  the  time 
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tioD  of  both  tbe  superiDteDdent  and  the  Bureau  of  Constructiou :  and  whereas  it  is  respect* 
fully  submitted  that,  to  make  a  just  comparison  of  the  economy  of  coutract-work  wiih  the 
present  system,  the  whole  vessel  should  be  put  under  contract  as  far  as  may  be  practicable, 
to  this  end  the  undersigned  proposes  to  continue  the  work  beyond  the  hull,  and  to  comple* 
tion  on  said  vessel,  the  facilities  of  the  yard  and  the  materials  being  furnished  as  requiied, 
and  the  blacksmiths',  platers'i  and  coppersmiths*  work  as  required. 

The  following  specihcation,  it  is  believed,  comprises  all  the  carpenters*,  joiners*,  calkerB\ 
plumbers*,  scrapers',  painters*,  fasteners*,  and  laborers'  work,  embraced  in  tbe  completion 
of  the  vessel  in  these  oranches ;  and  should  the  specification  not  be  found  to  embrace  ailtlw 
work  to  be  done  in  these  branches,  the  same  is  to  be  completed  as  if  contained  in  the  speci- 
fication. The  work  to  be  done  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  equal  to  any  ever  done  m  a 
Government  yard,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  bureau,  for  the  turn  of  twenty^five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  ($25,500),*  payments  to  be  made  as  the  work  advances,  in  (bni 
equal  installments. 

Spec^ication  of  labor  required  to  complete  the  United  Slates  steamer  Enterprise  in  tke  branckti 

above  named. 

Stowage  of  waist-anchors;  hawse-bucklers  and  witikles ;  composition  hatch-coamings  wiih 
mahogany  sky-light;  chain-nippers;  stanchions  in  fire  and  engine  room  ;  putting  on  trail- 
boards  ;  carving  and  putting  on  head*boards  in  gangway ;  travelers  and  blocks  under  fife- 
rails;  sheaving  and  mortising  pin-rails;  plumbers*  work,  including  water-closets;  joiners' 
work  in  cabin,  wardroom,  steerage,  and  outside ;  recalling  from  keel  up,  includin^^  decks ; 
coppering  ship,  including  paying  bottom  and  staging;  gun-tackle  and  breeching-bolts ; 
coal-ports  through  dock;  iron  on  bulk-heads;  rods  for  clothes-bags;  cleats  for  mess-chests; 
coal-Dunker  bulk-heads  of  wood  with  iron  covering;  fitting  and  fastening  catheads ;  fitting 
and  fastening  stern-bumpkins;  making,  fitting,  and  fastening  head- bumpkins;  painting 
inside  and  out,  and  puttying  seams :  eye*^lts  for  sheet-chains,  rudder-pennants,  and  elsewhere; 
Lewis  bolts  ;  capstan  and  anchor  bars,  with  belaying  pins  of  wood ;  life-buoys  and  fittings ; 
light-boxes  on  forecastle  or  elsewhere ;  bill-boards  and  ironing  the  same ;  channel,  force, 
and  head  pumps  ;  scuppers  on  forecastle  and  poop ;  port-shutters  complete,  with  all  fittings ; 
accommodation-ladder  fitted  to  both  sides  with  gates ;  steering-wheel  and  stand  with  mount- 
ings ;  hammock-hooks,  with  numbers ;  rollers  for  sail-room  and  for  chain  at  bowsprit  bitts. 
cavels  and  cleats ;  chock-blocks  for  tiller-ropes ;  boom-crutch  for  anchor-davits,  (and  span- 
ker-boom;) canopies  fitted  over  hatches;  hatch-bars  for  berth-deck,  (and  where  reqaired;) 
boat-chocks  on  rail  complete,  with  davits  elsewhere ;  swinging  boom-irons  on  channels ; 
cranes  for  spare  spars ;  awning-stanchions ;  shot-racks  on  main  and  berth  decks ;  scupper- 
plugs  and  chaiu-cnocks ;  warping-chocks ,  ash-chutes ;  galley -pipe  cooler ;  torpedo-fittings ; 
hold- fittings  for  hawsers ;  channel-chests ;  stand-cask,  boat-breakers,  and  scuttle-butt  fit- 
tings; spit-kids;  chicken-coops;  bridg^e,  with  ladders;  ventilators;  heaters  and  pipes; 
spare  tiller-fitting^ ;  fitting  compass-stand ;  spider-band,  with  belaving-pins ;  catanuumn 
fittings;  mess-chests;  scuttle-butt  fittings,  (ana  connecting-pipes;)  halaaid-racks ;  chain- 
chests;  hawse-blocks,  (rail  and  stanchions;)  passing-scuttles;  speaking-tabes  for  tops; 
furniture  and  fittings,  (in  cabin,  wardroom,  staterooms,  ^c. ;)  capstan-bar  cranks  ;  chocks 
for  arm-chests ;  carpenter's  chest  and  bench ;  grab-rods ;  deck-ughts ;  four  carpenters  to 
attend  on  ennneers ;  hanging  bell ;  gangway  for  sentinel  over  bowsprit ;  pipe-railing  around 
forecastle  and  poop ;  musket-racks ;  fitting  up  armory ;  fitting  up  signal-room. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by— 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 

Captain's  Office, 
Navy  yard  J  Portsmouth^  N.  //.,  March  15,  1976. 

A  true  copy.   Attest : 

JOHN  H.  KNOX,  Olerk. 
Received  December  26,  1674.    A,  B. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washingtonj  November  12 ,  1874. 
Sir  :  Your  offer  of  31st  Aucpst,  1674,  and  since  verbally  amended,  to  continue  the  work 
on  the  United  States  steamer  Enterprise  beyond  the  huU,  and  to  ^*  completion  of  said  ves  • 
sel,  (the  facilities  of  the  yard  and  the  materials  being  furnished  as  reqaired,  and  the  black- 
smiths*, platers*,  and  coppersmiths'  work  as  required,")  for  the  sum  of  $25, 000,  is  hereby  ac- 
cepted, subject  to  the  following  conditions :  That  you  are  to  do  all  the  carpenters',  joiners', 

*  Afterward  verbally  amended  to  125,000. 
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ciiers',  p\ambera',  sorapers*,  paiuters\  fasteners',  and  laborers*  work  required  to  make  the 

y^\  m  all  respects  complete,  including^  in  this  not  only  the  work  specified  in  your  offer, 

bat  also  a\\  other  mrork.  (not  above  excepted  under  the  head  of  blacksmiths*,  platers  ,  and  cop- 

fimilbs'  vfork)  required  to  coaiplete  the  vessel  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintending  naval 

or  &«l8lant  naval  constractor,  and  of  the  bureau.   The  work  to  be  done  in  a  workmanlike 

m&&Qer,  equal  in  all  respects  to  any  ever  done  in  a  Government  yard. 

Payments  of  the  sum  named  above  for  completiue  the  work  to  be  made  in  four  equal  in- 
lUUmentd  as  the  vrork  progresses,  in  bills  in  triplicate  certified  by  the  superintendent  that 
tbe  work  has  sufficientl  j  progressed  to  entitle  you  to  a  payment,  and  that  It  is  in  all  respects 
Btds&ctory.  The  fourth  or  fiual  payment  is  not  to  be  made  until  the  vessel  is  completea  and 
accepted,  and  certificate  furnished  of  that  fact,  and  that  no  other  work  remains  to  be  done 
by  yoa ;  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  understood  that  no  claim  founded  on  delay  of  the 
GoTemment  in  doine  its  portion  of  the  work  or  in  furnishing  the  materials  required,  will  be 
eoxittdexed  or  paid,  but  tnat  the  maximum  amount  to  be  paid,  under  any  and  all  circum- 
stiDces,  for  dein^  the  work  mentioned,  is  the  sum  of  $25,000. 

It  is  further  understood  that  by  blacksmiths*,  platers',  and  coppersmiths*  work  which  is 
to  be  done  by  the  €k>vemment,  is  meant  such  work  only  as  is  usually  done  by  such  work- 
men, and  does  not  include  the  pn>per  attachment  of  articles  made  by  them  to  the  vessel, 
where  that  portion  of  the  work  is  usually  done  by  a  different  class  of  mechanics. 

Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  statement  from  the  yard,  giving  the  work  necessary  to  be 
done  by  you  to  complete  the  vessel  for  sea,  by  which  you  will  be  guided,  subject  to  the  ex- 
ceptions herein  noted  or  implied, 
riease  signify  in  writing  your  accceptance. 
Respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Jso.  W.  Griffiths,  Esq., 

Portsmouth,  N,   H, 


Building  directions  for  sloop  of  tear  of  about  640  tons,  liwe-oak  frame. 

Bureau  of  Constructioii  and  Repair, 

n'ashington,  D,  C,  July,  1873. 

Length  from  fore  side  of  rabbet  of  stem  at 11    0 

water-line  to  after  side  of  forward  stern-post.' 185    0 

Extreme  breadth 35    0 

Depth  of  hold 16    2 

Km  of  white  oak,  sided , 1    2 

To  be  in  two  (2)  depths,  the  upper  pieces  to  be  in  five  (5)  lengths,  the  lower  edge 

being  below  the  base  line 6 

and  parallel  to  it. 

Scarphsin  length 10    0 

to  be  plain  with  two  (2)  rows  of  dowels  let  in .' 

Dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

The  nibs  to  come  under  a  filling  or  futtock. 

Upper  nibs  in  thickness , 3 

Lower  nibs  in  thickness 3 

Care  must  be  taken  that  this  upper  nib  is  well  calked  before  the  frame  is  raised, 
tnd  that  the  scarphis  calked  and  stop-watered  before  the  garboard  strakeis  put  on. 
The  nibs  to  be  fastened  before  the  lower  piece  is  put  on  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts 

in  each  nib.     Bolts  in  diameter „ | 

riveted  on  composition  plates  let  in  on  the  lower  side. 

Plates  in  thickness J 

and  in  width i 2 

^canhs  to  be  fastened  with  three  (3)  copper  bolts  riveted  on  rings  on  the  lower 

siae.    Bolts  in  diameter VJ 

Cue  must  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  floor  timber  and  keelson  bolts. 
I»iwT  piece  of  keel  to  be  in  six  (6)  lengths,  so  arranged  as  to  make  a  good  shift  of 
butts  with  the  upper  piece. 

\&d«pihattiie  forward  i>erpendicular 8 

^\ow  the  upper  piece  of  keel  continued  to  the  same  point  and  at  the  after  per- 

oendicolar 1    4 

TVxttttie^rhole  depth  of  the  main  keel  below  the  base  line  will  be  at  the  forward 

^erpBodicular ^ I     4 

la^attbe  after  perpendicular [\\\ '  ...11!''/.  1*'*. V,!l"*       2    0 

^Ksf^i  of  tbe  lowest  pieces  will  be  in  length  ..'."/.'.'.'.'.'/.111  111111 1111111  / 1111       7    6 
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To  be  plain  with  two  (2)  rows  of  dowels  let  in  ;  dowels  in  diameter..-. 3 

and  iu  lenfj^ th 4 

The  nibs  of  this  scarph  to  be  in  thickness 4 

To  be  fastened  before  the  upper  piece  is  put  on,  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  in  each 

nib.    Bolts  in  diameter i 

Riveted  on  composition  plates  let  in  on  the  under  side. 

Plates  in  thickness i 

and  in  width 2 

The  scarphs  to  be  fastened  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  riveted  on  rings  on  the  under 

side.   Bolts  in  diameter H 

Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  floor  and  keelson  bolts.  The 
remaining  scarphs  and  nibs  to  be  reduced  as  the  size  of  the  keel  diminishes. 
The  upper  and  lower  pieces  of  keel  to  be  doweled  with  two  (2)  rows  o!  dowels 

(staggered)  to  be  put  in  under  the  fillings.    Dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  iu  length - J...  4 

asunder  or  fore  and  aft 1 7     6 

The  upper  and  lower  pieces  to  be  bolted  together  with  copper  bolts  driven  from 
above  through  each  dowel  and  riveted  ou  rings  on  the  under  side.   Bolts  in 

diameter "1 

About  three  (3)  inches  above  the  iuwer  side  ot  the  main  keel  it  will  be  bolted 

athwartships  under  the  joints  of  the  frame  with  copper  bolts  iu  diameter ] 

asunder 7      < 

Riveted  on  rings  ou  alternate  sides. 

False  keel  of  white  oak  iu  thickne:*8 • 

in  lengths  not  over 12    ' 

to  be  fastened  to  the  main  keel  with  copper  bolts  in  diameter 

iu  length - 1 

asunder  not  more  than 2 

The  false  keel  to  be  put  on  after  the  keelson  and  dead  wood  bolts  are  riveted  and 
the  keel  has  t>een  coppered. 

The  butts  of  the  false  keel  must  be  kept  clear  of  the  lower  nibs  of  the  scarphs 
of  the  keel. 

Hang  of  keel. — The  keel  will  be  laid  with  a  hang  of •. 

in  a  length  of 1 65 

Stem. — Of  live-oak,  sided 1 

The  aft  side  will  be  at  or  near  the  bearding  line  and  the  fore  side  not  less  than 

clear  of  the  rabbet  at  the  upper  end.     The  lower  scarph  on  the  keel  to  be  in 

length  not  less  than v 4 

The  upper  scarph  to  be  in  length  not  less  than 4 

Each  to  be  hooked 

and  fastened  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  in  each  nib. 

Bolts  in  diameter 

riveted  on  composition  plates  in  thickness 

and  in  width 

The  scarphs  to  be  bolted  with  four  (4)  copper  bolts  in  each. 

Diameter  of  bolts  in  lower  scarph 

and  in  the  upper  scarph 

Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  apron  and  deadwood  bolts. 
There  will  be  a  composition  ring  let  in  on  each  side  of  tne  lower  scarph,  in  diam- 
eter on  the  outside  not  less  than 1 

and  in  thickness  not  less  than ; 

the  scarphs  to  be  bolted  atbwartships  with  six  (6)  copper  bolts,  in  diameter.. . 
riveted  on  alternate  sides  on  these  rings. 
Bearding. — The  stem  will  be  bearded,  commencing  two  (2)  inches  from  the  rabbet, 

so  that  the  front  of  the  gripe  when  finished  will  be 

Apron  and  forward  deadwood  of  live-oak,  sided 1 

To  be  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan,  and  fastened  to  the  stem  with  copper  bolts, 

in  diameter 1  ^  and  '. 

Bolts  asunder  on  the  outside  not  more  than }. 

To  be  kept  clear  of  the  hook  and  cutwater  bolts.     Bolts  all  to  be  riveted  on  rings. 

These  bolts  to  be  of  copper  as  high  up  as 14 

above  the  ba  e  line,  above  which  thej  will  be  of  iron,  galvanized. 

Stern-post  of  live-oak,  sided  at  heel 1 

at  center  of  shaft 2 

and  at  the  head 1 

Molded  at  the  head,  not  less  than 1 

and  at  the  heel 2 

or  larger  if  it  can  be  procured — to  have  two  (2)  tenons  into  the  keel.  The  stern- 
post  to  be  sufficient  in  length  to  reach  the  top  of  the  gun-deck  beam,  asd  will 
be  fitted  to  conform  to  the  plan.  * 
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\[  iW  st«ni*post  can  not  be  procured  in  one  (1)  piece,  it  may  be  scarphed  fore  and 
&St  ^-&ys  m  wake  of  the  shaft  hole.     If  scarphed,  the  scarph  will   be  in  length 

notlesa  than * 7      0 

and  be  fastened  'with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter {^ 

Tiveted  on  rin^  on  alternate  sides.     Care  must  be  taken  that  these  bolts  are  kept 
clear  of  the  bolts  securing  the  propeller  chair  casting. 
Skafi-kolt. — Center  of  shaft-bole  at  aft  side  of  fom^ard  stern-post,  above  base  abont     5     10 

10  be  ronph- cnt,  in  diameter IJ 

After  sttm-post. — Shoe  and  rudder  to  be  of  copper  or  composition,  to  be  fitted  to 
conform  to  the  p\an. 

Rrnhhtt. — ^The  rabbet  on  the  keel  will   be 3^ 

On  the  stem 3| 

On  the  stern-post 3^ 

except  abreast  the  shaft,  where  it  will  be .• 3 

Afier  dtadwood — of  live-oak,  sided ^ 

At  the  height  of  the  center  of  the  shaft  the  deadwood  wifl  side  a^i  the  stern-post,  at 
the  same  height,  and  will  be  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

Sleru'poit  ikaec^-of  hve-oak  will  fay  on  the  keel  and  against  the  post,  and  will  be 
boiled  before  the  deadwood  is  put  on,  with  two  (*^)  copper  bolts  through  the  post 

and  two  (2)  through  the  keel.    Bolts,  in  diameter \^ 

riveted  on  rin^  on  the  outside,  and  one  (I)  blunt  bolt  in  the  fore  end  of  the  knee 

into  the  keel,  m  diameter f^ 

This  knee  will  be  doweled  to  the  post  and  to  the  keel.     Dowels,  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

Over  this  knee  the  deadwood  will  be  built.     Each  piece  of  deadwood  will  be  dow- 
eled to  the  piece  on  which  it  fays.     Dowels,  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

This  deadwood  will  be  fastened  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter 1  /g  and  J  p^ 

All  the  through-bolts  riveted  on  riirgs  on  the  outside. 

These  bolts  will  be  asunder  on  the  inside  not  more  than 1      8 

Care  most  be  taken  that  the  bolts  through  the  shaft- box  at  the  height  of  the  center 

of  the  shaft  shall  be  from  center  to  center  athwartships,  not  less  than 1      6 

To  admit  of  shaft-hole  when  finished,  to  be  not  less  than 1       3 

To  avoid  had  holes,  all  the  bolts  through  the  keel,  stem,  stern-post  and  deadwood 
should  be  laid  off  and  bored  through  the  separate  pieces. 

Framte — of  live-oak  timber  and  room 2      6 

Siding  tisss. — Floor  timbers  will  side 1      0 

First  futtocks  will  side 10 

and  the  remaining  timbers  will  side 10 

At  the  ends  of  the  vessel  where  the  timbers  are  straighter,  they  will  side 9^ 

and  the  cant  timbers  will  side 9 

except  the  aftermost  cant  timber,  which  will  side 10 

Holding  9ize9» — ^Throats  of  floors  will  be....\ 1      2 

Floor  timber  head ,.  lOJ 

First  futtock  hesd 10 

Second  futtock  head 9^ 

Third  fiittock  head : Sj 

Fourth  futtock  head 7i 

Port  sill 6i 

Rail 5 

Top-gallant  forecastle  planksheer 4f 

Poop-deck  planksheer 

C^nt'iimherM, — The  cant-timbers  would  mold  the  same  as  the  square  frame.    The 

molding  sizes  are  on  a  square  from  the  beveling  when  dubbed  off  inside  and  out, 

ready  for  planking. 

The  timbers  of  the  mime  will  be  close  together,  and  each  scarph  in  the  floor-timbers, 

first,  second,  and  third  futtocks,  will  be  bolted  with  three  (3)  galvanized  iron 

bolts,  in  diameter \^ 

The  scarphs  in  the  remaining  timbers  will  be  bolted  with  three  (3)  galvanized  iron 

bolts  in  each,  in  diameter \l 

These  bolts  will  be 2 

less  in  length  than  the  siding  of  the  frame,  and  will  be  punched  in 1 

Caie  will  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  lodge-knee  bolts  and  those 
through  the  water-way. 
The  frame  will  be  doweled  at  each  frame-bolt.    The  dowels  in  the  floor-timbers, 

first,  second,  and  third  futtocks,  will  be  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length , 4 

'^^  in  the  remaining  timbers  will  be  in  diameter 2i 

Tn«h«adt  and  heels  of  the  floor-timbers,  first  and  second  futtocks,  will  be  doweled 

^nh  dowels  in  diameter 3 

•n^in  length 4 


22  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

• 

The  heads  and  heels  of  third  and  foarth  fiittocks  will  be  doweled  with  dowels  in 

diameter '2^ 

The  heads  and  heels  of  the  remaining  timbers  will  be  doweled  with  dowels  in  diam- 
eter   *2 

All  dowels,  wheresoever  nsed,  will  be  of  well-seasoned  li^umvitse. 

Knight-heads  and  hatese-pieces  of  live-oak,  sided , 11 

The  butts  so  arranged  that  one  may  be  in  the  hawse-hole. 

To  be  bolted  to  the  apron  and  to  each  other  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diam- 
eter  , > ^5 

These  bolts  will  be  about 2      t> 

asunder,  and  keep  clear  of  the  hook-bolts  and  hawse-holes. 
The  heels  of  the  knight-heads  and  hawse-pieces  will  be  boxed  into  the  apron  and 

dead-wood H 

and  will  be  bolted  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter i 

driven  through  and  riveted  on  alternate  sides. 

The  heels  of  the  cants  will  be  boxed  into  the  dead-wood *.  1  i 

for  a  leneth  of  one  ( J )  foot  to  1  foot  4. 
Care  must  be  taken  not  to  cut  into  the  after-dead-wood  in  wake  of  the  shaft. 
The  heels  of  each  first  futtock  of  the  cant-frame  will  be  bolted  through  the  dead- 
wood  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter i 

and  the  heel  of  the  half-cants  with  one  galvanized  iron  bolt,  in  diameter i 

When  the  timbers  are  dubbed  off,  readj  for  planking,  these  bolts  will  be  riveted  on 

rings  on  alternate  sides. 
The  cants  and  counter^timbers  will  be  located  and  arraji^ed  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

There  will  be  seven  (7)  counter -timbers,  the  outer  one  ot  which  will  be  sided 10 

The  center  counter-timber  will  side.... 1      2 

The  remaining  ones  will  side V 

The  center  counter-timber  will  heel  against  the  stern-post,  into  which  it  will  tenon. 

Tenon  athwart  ships 4 

and  up  and  down 6 

This  center  counter-timber,  from  its  heel  to  the  knuckle  of  the  counter,  will  be 

molded  so  that  there  will  be  sufficient  wood  to  finish  fair  with  the  outside  of  the 

bottom  plank,  and  into  it  the  bottom  plank  will  nib. 

The  side  counter-timbers  will  run  by  the  stern-post  and  heel  aeainst  the  after-most 

cant.    These  side  counter-timbers  will  be  doweled  and  bolted  to  the  center 

counter-timber.    Dowels  in  diameter 2^ 

and  in  length 4 

asuuder  not  more  than 2      0 

To  be  bolted  through  each  dowel  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter |  and  | 

riveted  on  rings  on  alternate  sides,  also  to  be  bolted  through  the  stern-post  and 
aftermost  cant,  if  it  can  be  done.    • 
fillings. — The  spaces  between  the  frames  will  be  filled  in  solid  with  live-oak  to  a 
height  of  6  inches  above  the  throats  of  floorp  at  the  molding-edge  of  the  timber.  The 
top  or  outer  ends  of  these  fillings  will  be  cut  with  a  curve  from  the  molding-edge 
to  the  throats  of  the  floor- timbers  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  a  water-course.    The 
joints  of  the  frames  and  fillings  will  be  calked  inside  and  out. 
Bolting  the  frame  to  the  heel, — When  the  frame  is  raised  and  stationed,  there  will  be 
one  (1)  copper  bolt  through  each  floor-timber  and  the  keel  on  alternate  sides.  Di- 
ameter of  bolts i^ 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  lower  side  of  the  keel. 

Main  keelson,  of  live-oak,  sided 1      2 

in  two  (2)  depths,  the  lower  piece  to  be  in  depth 6 

and  in  length  not  less  than 25      0 

To  be  butted  ana  not  scarphed  ;  the  butts  to  come  over  a  futtock  or  filling,  and  to 

be  kept  clear  of  the  scarphs  in  the  upper  piece  of  keel. 
The  lower  piece  of  keelson  will  be  doweled  on  alternate  sides  to  each  alternate  fnt- 

tock.    Dowels  in  diameter .3 

and  in  length 4 

If  found  necessary,  this  lower  piece  of  keelson  may  be  fastened  with  locust  tree- 
nails or  small  copper  bolts  in  the  futtocksor  fillings. 

Upper  piece  of  kul son  will  be  of  live-oak,  sided 1      2 

and  depth 10 

Thus  the  whole  depth  of  the  keelson  will  be 1      4 

To  be  in  lengths  of  not  less  than 30      0 

Ti  ese  upper  pieces  will  be  scarphed — scarphs  in  length 5      0 

The  upper  nibs  will  be 4 

ana  the  lower  nibs  will  be 3 

The  scarphs  will  be  doweled  with  four  (4 )  dowels  in  each  searph ;  dowels  in  diameter  3 

and  in  length 4 

and  bo  ted  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  in  the  upper  nib,  in  diameter -^^ 
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aud  in  \enetb 1       0 

and  one  copper  bolt  through  each  dowel ;  bolt  in  diameU^r -f^ 

and  \n  length ^ 1       I 

Care  must  be  taken  that  these  scarphs  do  not  come  over  the  butts  in  the  lower  piece 
of  keelson,  or  the  scarphs  in  tho  upper  piece  of  keel. 

The  upper  piece  of  keelson  will  be  doweled  to  the  lower  piece  on  alternate  sides ; 

dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

asunder  fore  and  aft 5      0 

or  over  every  alternate  floor  timber.  The  keelson  will  be  fastened  with  one  ( 1 ) 
copper  bolt  through  each  floor  timber  driven  on  alternate  sides  and  opposite  the 

flooMimbor  bolts  ;  bolts  in  diameter ]^ 

riveted  on  rings  on  lower  side  of  the  keel. 

Sister  ieeUons  of  live*oak  on  each  side  and  close  adjacent  to  the  main  keelson ;  in 

depth Jl 

and  in  width  or  siding 8 

To  be  scarphed ;  scarphs  in  length 5      0 

To  have  four  (4)  dowels  in  each  scarph  ;  dowels  in  diameter 2^ 

and  in  length 4 

These  scarphs  to  be  kept  clear  of  those  in  the  main  keelson. 

Throngh  these  sister  keelsons  in  etery  timber,  there  will  be  a  copper  bolt  in  diam- 
eter   \i 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  garboard  strake. 

Th<>8e  keelsons  will  continue  forward  and  aft  until  their  outer  edge  becomes 6 

their  top  being  paralfel  with  the  top  of  the  main  keelson. 

These  keelsons  will  be  bolted  athwartships  where  it  can  be  done  through  the  main 

keelson  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter jj 

asunder,  not  more  than 7      6 

Care  must  be  taken  that  these  athwartsfaips-bolts  are  kept  clear  of  the  copper 
through-bolts. 

Cmfpimg. — ^Tbere  will  be  a  cap  on  the  main  keelson  of  live  oak,  sided \ 

and  in  thickness 3 

fastened  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter \ 

and  in  length 7 

asunder  not  more  than 2      6 

driven  on  alternate  sides. 

In  wake  of  the  mai^t-eteps  and  engine- keelsons  this  capping  will  be  omitted.    The 

upper  comers  will  be  chamfered  on  the  side f 

and  on  top 1^ 

Breattamd  deck  hooks. — Forward  there  will  be  one  (1)  hook   at  each  deck,  and 
one  ( I )  between  and  one  ( 1 )  in  the  hold  below  the  berth  deck ;  these  hooks 

will  be  formed  by  a  live-oak  chock,  sided 9 

and  molded  from 8  inches  to  10 

fayed  i^inst  the  inside  of  the  apron  and  deadwood. 

On  the  inside  of  these  chocks  there  will  be  a  galvanized  iron  hook,  sided 4 

and  molded  at  the  throat 2i 

and  at  the  ends. | 

Arms  in  length  not  less  than 4      6 

£ayed  against  the  timber  of  the  frame  ;  there  will  be  one  galvanized  iron  bolt 
through  the  stem,  driven  from  the  outside  and  riveted  on  the  hook ;  bolt  in 

iiameter l-^V 

and  one  (1)  galvanized  iron  bolt  through  each  timber  on  which  it  fays,  driven 
from  the  inside  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  outside  of  the  frame ;  bolts  in  diam- 
eter        ^J 

Books  oft, — There  will  be  a  hook  at  the  poop-deck  of  live-oak,  sided 6^ 

and  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan,  fastened  with  one  (1)  galvanized  iron  bolt 
through  each  timber  on  which  it  fa^'s,  to  be  driven  from  the  outside  before  the 
plank  are  put  on,  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside ;  bolts  in  diameter ^^ 

There  will  be  a  hook  at  the  port  sill  of  live-oak,  sided 8 

and  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan,  fastened  with  one  ( I )  galvanized  iron  bolt 
through  each  timber  on  which  it  fays*  driven  from  the  outside  before  the  plank 
are  put  on,  riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside;  diameter  of  bolts ij 

Under  the  berth-deck,  on  top  of  the  deadwood,  there  will  be  three  (3)  hooks  of  live 

oak,  sided 8 

fastened  with  one  (1)  copper  bolt  through  each  timber  over  which  they  pass, 

driven  from  the  outside  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside ;  bolts  in  diameter..  \i 

Thete  hooks  will  be  located  to  conform  to  the  plan  and  will  be  put  in  after  the  ceil- 
iog-plank  are  put  in. 

fft  nil,  of  live-oak,  sided,  or  in  depth 7 

in  width  same  as  the  frame  at  that  point,  to  be  set  with  the  round  of  the  beam, 
and  bolted  at  the  ends  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 
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and  into  the  heads  of  the  'mtermediate  timbers  with  one  (1 )  galvanized  iron  bolt 

into  each  timber ;  bolts  in  diameter W 

driven  at  opposite  angles  to  each  other. 

Port-sills  in  heignt  above  top  of  the  deck  when  finished 1      6 

Ports  in  width,  fore  and  aft 3      8 

Ports  in  height  to  ander  side  of  main  rail 3      2 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  timbers  forming  the  face  of  the  ports  have  a  smooth 

face,  and  are  full  and  square. 
Fillings. — In  wake  of  ihe  hawse  holes  and  engineer's  openings,  the  space  between 
the  frames  will  be  filled  in  with  live-oak ;  at  each  air  port  and  scupper  there 

will  be  a  filling  of  yellow  pine  in  length  not  less  than 3       0 

In  wake  of  the  rigging,  the  space  between  the  frames  will  be  filled  in  with  yellow 

pine  in  length  not  less  than 4      6 

The  upper  ends  of  these  fillings  to  be  on  a  line  with  the  port  sill. 

Diagonal  braces  of  iron  on  the  inside  of  the  timbers,  in  width 3f 

and  in  thickness ' l\ 

There  will  be  two  (2)  sets  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  one  (1)  cf  which  will  be 
let  into  the  timbers  laid  at  an  angle  of  45'^  from  the  joints  of  the  frame,  the  npper 
ends  being  under  the  head-strap,  which  will  be  let  into  the  timbers  back  of  the 
water-way  and  sperketing. 
These  braces  will  continue  down  so  that  a  bolt  can  be  driven  into  the  head  of  the 
second  futtock.  The  other  tier  will  lay  on  the  timbers,  the  inside  plank  jogging 
over  them  ;  the  upper  ends  will  lay  on  the  head-straps. 

The  upper  ends  will  be  between  every  other  frame,  or  about 5      0 

asunder,  and  will  be  hot  riveted  to  the  head-strap  ;  rivets  iif  diameter ^ 

The  head-straps  will  be  of  iron,  in  width 4^^ 

and  in  thickness To- 
let  into  the  timbers  of  the  frame,  the  upper  edge  being  below  the  port-sill 1       0 

This  head-strap  will  be  continued  from  the  stem  to  the  aftermost  cant ;  this  head- 
strap  will  be  lapped  and  riveted  at  the  butts  so  that  it  may  be  continuous,  having 

a  ffalyanized  iron  bolt  in  every  timber ;  bolts  in  diameter \l 

driven  from  the  outside  in  the  middle  of  the  timber  and  riveted  on  the  straps  ; 
care  must  be  taken  that  these  bolts  are  well  headed  before  driving,  and  that  tney 
are  punched  in  sufficient  to  be  clear  of  the  outside  plank  when  ready  to  be  put 

on ;  the  crossings  of  the  braces  will  be  hot  riveted ;  rivets  in  diameter |J 

and  bolted  to  every  timber  on  which  they  lay  with  galvanized  iron  bolts ;  bolts 

in  diameter i*J 

driven  from  the  outside  in  the  middle  of  the  timber  and  riveted  on  the  braces 
same  as  the  head-strap.  Care  must  be  taken  that  these  braces  ar6  let  into  the  tim- 
bers and  the  plank  jogged  over  them  so  that  they  will  fit  close  and  tight. 
On  the  outside  of  the  frame  aft,  there  will  be  an  iron  strap  located  as  shown  on  the 

plan,  in  width 3i 

and  in  thickness -^^ 

This  strap  will  be  welded  in  one  piece  and  bolted  through  every  timber  with  one 

(1 )  galvanized  iron  bolt  in  diameter i 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside  of  the  timbers. 
In  onder  to  connect  the  deadwood  below  the  shaft  with  the  frames  that  are  above  it, 

there  will  be  two  (2)  composition  straps  or  braces,  in  width 4 

and  in  thickness f 

On  each  side  of  the  vessel  the  straps  will  be  let  into  the  deadwood  and  firames,  ex- 
cept in  wake  of  the  shaft  where  the  plank  will  jog  over  them,  and  be  fastened 

with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter \l 

Below  the  shaft  these  bolts  will  be  driven  on  alternate  sides  and  riveted  on  the  strnp, 

asunder  not  more  than 1      4 

Above  where  they  come  through  the  frames,  there  will  be  one  (I)  bolt  in  each  tim- 
ber riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside  ;  bolts  in  diameter I 

The  lower  end  of  the  aftermost  strap  will  continue  down  and  bolt  to  the  stern-post ; 
the  other  end  will  continue  down  and  bolt  to  the  keel,  to  be  located  and  arranged 
to  conform  to  the  plan. 
Mast  steps  of  the  foremast  and  mainmast  will  be  of  galvanized  cast  iron,  fitted  and 
fastened  to  the  keelsons. 

Engine  keelsons  of  white  oak  sided 1     10 

Distance  from  c«nter  to  center 4     10 

thus  being  asunder 3 

There  will  be  three  (3)  of  these  keelsons  in  height  and  location  as  shown  on  the 

plan,  to  be  put  in  after  the  ceiling-plank  are  put  in. 
These  keelsons  will  jog  over  the  main  and  boiler  keelsons  ;  also  over  the  sister  keel- 
son ceiling  and  bilge  strake,  to  be  doweled  to  the  timbers  between  the  main  and 

boiler  keelsons  with  dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 
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uundei  not  more  than 2       0 

andf^tened  with  copper  bolts  in  diameter 1^ 

uunder  not  more  than 3      0 

HTeled  on  Tings  on  the  outside  of  the  frame  before  the  bottom  plank  are  put  oo  ; 

at  tbe  outer  ends  ^  here  the  keelsons  are  shoal  the  boits  may  be 1 

Care  must  be  taken  that  these  bolts  are  kept  clear  of  the  holdings-down  bolts  of 

the  engine,  the  location  of  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  enjrineer. 
If  it  is  necessary  to  make  these  keelsons  in  more  than  one  ( I )  depth,  in  that  case 

the  pieces  will  be  doweled  to  each  other,  with  dowels  in  diameter 11 

and  in  length - 4 

asunder  not  more  than 3      0 

There  will  be  several  keels«jns  of  white  oak  for  the  shaft-bearing-s,  located  and  in 
height  PS  the  engineer  may  desire  ;  that  for  the  thrust-bearing  may  be  of  live-oak. 

BoUer  kuUons,  on  each  side  of  the  main  keelson  of  white  oak,  sidtnl 11 

to  be  in  height  f:ame  as  main  keelson,  with  which  it  will  be  parallel  ;  these  keel- 
sons will  continue  forward  and  aft  until  their  ends  become  in  height 6 

to  be  in  the  clear  from  the  center  line 4       4 

thus  being  asunder H      rt 

to  be  scarphed  ;  scarphs  in  length 5      0 

These  scarphs  must  not  come  in  wake  of  the  scarphs  in  the  main  keelson ;   these 

scarphs  will  be  doweled  and  bolted  through  each  dowel ;  bolts  in  diameter f 

these  keelsons  will  bo  doweled  on  alternate  edges  to  each  futtock  with  dowels 

in  diameter 3 

and  in  length :  ....' 4 

In  wake  of  the  boilers  these  keelsons  will  be  bolted  through  each  dowel  with  cop- 
per bolts  in  diameter | 

Every  alternate  bolt  will  be  a  through  bolt  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  outside  of 

the  frame  before  the  bottom  plank  are  put  on. 
Forward  and  aft  when  these  keelsons  become  shoaler,  the  bolts  may  be  less  in  di- 
ameter ;  and  where  it  can  be  done,  these  bolts  will  take  the  place  of  the  outside 
fastening  and  be  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank  and  rivet  on  the  keelson. 
In  wake  of  the  boilers,  there  will  be  an  additional  piece  on  top  of  these  keelsons, 
in  height  su£Bcient  to  bed  the  boilers  ;  these  additional  pieces  will  be  doweled  on 

alternate  edges  to  the  boiler  keelsons ;  dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

asunder  not  more  than 3      0 

and  bolted  with  galvanized  iron  blunt  bolts ;  bolts  in  diameter f 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  butts  or  scarphs  of  these  upper  pieces  do  not  come 

over  or  near  the  scarphs  in  the  boiler  keelsons. 
BUgt-ttrake^ — Of  yellow  pine,  seven  (7)  in  number,  the  first  or  lower  strake  be- 

inf II 

below  the  first  futtock-head  and  the  upper  strake  being 1      6 

above  the  second  futtock-head. 

In  thickness  amidships 5i 

Thinning  at  the  ends  of  the  vessel  to 4 

In  width  amidships 11 

Narrowing  at  the  ends  to I    9 

These  bilge-strakes  will  be  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  diameter | 

There  will  be  one  (1)  bolt  in  each  frame  in  alternate  edges  of  the  plank,  but  in 
the  middle  of  the  timbers ;  these  bolts  will  be  headed  before  driving,  and  care 
must  be  taken  that  the  holes  are  reamed  tp  prevent  the  heads  from  splitting  the 
plank  when  the  bolts  are  driven  home ;  care  must  be  taken  that  these  bolts  do 
not  go  entirely  through  the  timber  when  punched  in. 
CeUimg. — Of  yellow  pine  below  from  tho  bilge-strakes  to  the  boiler  keelson. 

In  thickness  amidships 4^ 

Thinning  at  the  ends  of  the  vessels  to 3 

In  width  amidships  about II 

Vastened  with  galvanized  iron  blunt  bolts,  in  diameter rs 

driven  on  alternate  edges  of  the  plank,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  timbers  ;  all  short 
fastening  for  any  inside  work  will  be  driven  near  the  edge  of  the  plank,  but  in 
the  middle  of  the  timbers  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  fastening  irom  the  out- 
side, as  all  through-bolts  from  the  outside  will  rivet  on  these  plank. 

Iffo'-deek  clamps  ami  ctUing  of  yellow  pine,  in  thickness  amidships &i 

Uiinning  at  the  ends  of  the  vessels  to ^ 

and  in  width  amidships 10  to  11 

filling  the  space  to  the  thick  strakes. 
T^^ese  clamps  will  be  fastened  with  one  (])  galvanized  iron  blunt  bolt  in  each  frame 
driven  in  alternate  edges  of  the  plank,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  timbers  ;  bolts  in 
d\Mnetcr --;. li 
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To  b€  boltecl,edffewise  (where  it  can  be  done)  in  every  alternate  room  or  about....    5 

asundef  witn  galvanized  iron  bolt«,  in  diameter 

keeping  clear  of  the  air-ports. 
Care  will  be  taken  that  the  butts  of  the  upper  strake  of  clamps  come  in  an  air- 
port, and  that  no  butt  on  the  second  strake  comes  under  or  near  an  air-port,  nor 
on  the  same  frame  with  that  of  an  outside  plank. 
These  clamps  will  be  keyed  in  five  (5)  seams  with  a  gnlvauized  iron  key   made 

in  the  form  of  a  X,  in  width  up  or  down ^ 

in  length  fore  and  aft 

in  thickness 

in  length  in  and  out  to  conform  to  the  thickness  of  the  plank«  to  be  driven  on  al- 
ternate edges  of  the  plank  in  every  alternate  room,  these  being  on  the  seam 

asunder 10 

Berth-deck  clamps^  of  yellow  pine.  These  clamps  will  consist  of  a  yellow-pine 
strake,  set  with  the  sheer  of  the  deck  on  the  inside  of  the  ceiling  to  be  in  thick- 
ness on  the  upper  edge  amidships 

and  on  the  lower  edge 

in  thickness  at  the  ends  of  the  vesHol  on  the  upper  edge 

and  on  the  lower  edge 

in  width 

fastened  with  one  ( I )  galvanized  iron  blunt  bolt  in  every  timber  ;  bolts  in  di- 
ameter   

and  in  length i 

Berth-deck  beams  of  yellow  pine,  sided 

molded 

to  have  a  spring  of 

in  a  length  of 35 

Knees  of  white  oak. — There  will  be  one  (1;  hanging  knee  to  each  end  of  every 

beam,  sided 

There  will  be  a  lodgo-knee  to  each  end  of  every  beam,  sided 

The  arms  of  these  knees  will  be  in  length  not  less  than 4 

The  bodies  of  the  hanging- knees  will  he  in  lQn<;th  not  less  than 5 

The  bolts  in  the  arms  to  be  of  galvanizedjron,  in  diameter 

not  less  than  four  (4)  in  number,  the  bodies  to  have  not  less  than  five  (5)  bolts 
in  addition  to  the  throat-bolt. 
The  throat'bolt  will  be  driven  from  the  inside  and  be  of  galvanized  iron  in  diame- 
ter  

Those  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  will  be  of  copper,  in  diameter 

and  to  be  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank,  and  riveted  on  rings  un  the  knee. 
The  lodge-knees  will  be  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  the  arms,  in  diam- 
eter   

four  (4)  in  number,  the  bodies  to  have  (1)  bolt  in  each   timber  over  which  it 
passes,  in  addition  to  the  throat-bolt.    The  throat- bolt  will  be  of  galvanized 

iron,  in  diameter 

and  will  be  driven  frgm  the  inside.   I'hose  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  will 
be  of  copper,  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank,  and  riveted  on  rings 

on  the  knees ;  bolts  in  diameter 

If  any  of  these  bolts  come  above  the  line  of  copper-fastening,  they  will  be  of  gal- 
vanized iron,  and  will  be  in  diameter 

Where  practicable,  the  bolts  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  will  take  the  place  of 

the  outside  fastening. 
The  arms  of  these  knees  will  have  two  (2)  dowels  in  the  beams  ;  dowels  in  diam- 
eter  

and  in  length 

The  bolts  near  the  end  of  the  knees  may  be  V?  ^^^  ^^  diameter,  and  the  points  of 

the  knees  will  be  fastened  with  spikes,  or  small  bolts. 
Forward  and  aft,  where  a  hanging-knee  cannot  be  got  under  the  beam,  it  may  be 

placed  against  the  side  of  the  beam,  which  ^ves  an  out  square  knee. 
The  beams  at  the  midship  ends  of  the  berth-decks  will  have  a  lodge-knee  on  both 
the  forward  and  aft  side.    The  remaining  beams  will  have  one  (1)  lodge-knee 
only — those  on  the  forward  deck,  on  the  fore  side  of  the  beams,  and  those  of  the 
after-deck,  on  the  after  side  of  the  beams. 

Stanchions  under  the  beams  forward  of  white  oak,  square 

and  aft  in  two  (2)  rows,  fore  and  aft 

and  athwartships V 

Those  under  the  mizzen-mast  will  be 

Mizzen-step. — On  the  berth-deck  there  will  be  an  additional  beam  of  yellow  pine 

under  the  mast,  molded  amidships 

and  at  the  ends 


28  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

and  in  lonjiftb 

The  body  of  the  hanging  knee  to  reach  the  berth-deck  water-way. 

Forward  and  aA  these  hanging  knees  may  be  slightly  angled  so  as  to  give  a  more 

out  square  knee. 
Toward  the  ends  of  the  vessel  the  knees  may  side 

less,  and  the  length  of  the  arms  may  be  reduced  to 4 

Bolts  of  ^Ivanized  iron,  those  in  the  lodge  and  lap  knees  to  be  it}  diameter 

and  m  the  hanging  knee 

^here  will  be  not  less  than  four  (4)  bolts  in  the  arms  of  the   lodge  and  lap  knt^s, 

and  in  the  bodies  one  (I )  in  every  timber  over  which  they  pass,  and  not  le.'<s  iu 

number  than  in  the  arms. 
The  arms  of  the  hanging  knees  to  have  not  less  than  five  (5)  bolts  {ind  in  the  body 

not  less  than  six  (6)  in  addition  to  the  throat-bolt :  forward  and  aft  where  the 

knees  side  less,  the  bolts  may  be  ^^  inch  less  in  diameter,  the  bolts  m  end  of 

the  knees  may  be  i  inch  less,  and  the  points  of  the  knees  will  be  fHStened  with 

small  galvanized  bolts  or  spikes  ;  the  bolts  in  the  bodies  of  the  knees  will  be 
.  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank  and  riveted  on  the  knees,  taking  the  place 

of  the  out«ide  fastening. 

Stanchions — under  the  upper  deck  beam's,  of  yellow  piue  or  locust,  in  diameter 

To  have  galvanized  cast-iron  caps  and  shoes. 

The  partner  beams  to  be  bolted  through  these  stanchions  to  the  deck  below,  with 

galvanized  iron  bolts,   in  diameter 

set  up  with  plate  and  nut  on  lower  side  of  berth -deck  beam 

Stanchions  in  engine  and  boiler  room — to  be  of  galvanized  iron,  in  diameter 

To  be  well  secured  to  the  beams  and  keelson,  particularly  those  to  the  partner  beams. 
Mast  partners  of  live-oak,  to  the  fore  and  main  mast,  in  width 

in  thickness 

The  mizzen  partners  in  width 

and  in  thickness 

The  fore  and  main  to  be  kneed  with  lodge  and  lap  knees  of  white  oak,  sided 

bolted  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

to  the  mizzen  the  knees  will  side 

and  bolted  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter 

Carlings  or  fore  and  aft  jiteces— of  yellow  pine,  sided 

Molded  or  in  depth 

In  three  (3)  ranges. 

Ledges—of  yellow  pine,  sided 

Molded  or  in  depth 

There  will  be  one  (J)  ledge  between  every  two  (2)  beams. 

Boiler  hatch — The  fore  and  aft  pieces  forming  the  boiler  hatch  of  yellow  pine,  sided. 

Molded  or  in  depth  

Kneed  at  the  enas  on  the  outside  with  lodge  knees  of  white  oak,  sided 

and  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

The  half  beams  will  be  Kneed  to  those  fore  and  aft  pieces  with  lodge  and  lap  knees 

of  white  oak,  sided 

fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

and  at  the  side  of  the  vessel  will  be  kneed  as  the  other  beams. 
Half  beams — will  side 

and  mold  at  the  side  of  the  vessel 

The  half  beams  will  mold  at  the  fore  and  aft  pieces 

Engine  hatch, — The  fore  and  aft  pieces  and  traming  to  be  the  same  as  the  boiler 

hatch,  including  the  half  beams. 
Hatches — will  be  first  formed  by  a  fore  and  aft  piece  of  yellow  pine,  sided   or  in 

width 

molded  or  in  depth 

All  the  deck  framing  to  be  let  down  with  a  double  jog,  each  in  depth 

Coamings  and  head  ledges — of  white  oak,  sided 

molded  or  in  depth 

Dressed  straight  on  top  from  the  deck-edg^  to  the  inner  upper  comer,  and  after  the 

iron  coaming  is  put  on,  to  be  cooved  out  from  the  angle-iron  to  finish  fair 

with  the  top  of  tne  deck-plank. 
These  coamings  and  head  ledges  to  be  doweled  to  the  beams  and  fore  and  afl  pieces ; 

dowels  in  diameter 

And  in  length 

asunder  not  more  than ] 

and  bolted  through  each  dowel  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  diameter 

Riveted  on  rings  on  the  under  side  of  the  beams  and  fore  and  aft  pieces. 
Iron  coamings. — The  coamings  will  be  of  plate-iron,  in  height  above  deck  when 

finished •• ! 

and  in  thickness 
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The  outside  fasteninf^  will  come  throuj^h  and  rivet  on  these  plank. 

Battery-plank. — Inside  between  the  upper  strake  of  spirketing^  and  under  side  of 

rail,  of  white  oak.                                       , 
In  thickness  at  the  spirketing^ 

and  at  the  rail 

and  in  width  not  over 

or  to  fill  the  space  with  six  (6)  strakes,  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in 

diameter 

The  through-bolts  from  the  outside  will  rivet  on  these  plank. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  this  fastening  is  kept  clear  of  the  gun-tackle  and  breach- 

ing-bolts. 
In  the  strake  of  battery-plank  that  comes  below  the  rail  or  upper  strake,  there  will 
be  in  every  room  a  ventilating- valve  of  approved  pattern.    In  rooms  which  have 
fillings  or  other  obstructions,  these  valves  may  be  omitted. 
Rail  otyellow  pine,  in  thickness '. 

and  in  width 1 

To  be  set  with  the  round  of  the  beam,  the  lower  side  being  above  the  port-sill..    3 

To  be  scarphed ;  scarphs  in  length H 

To  be  hooked  ;  hooks 

One  (1)  timber  of  each  frame  will  tenon  into  the  rail,  in  depth 

in  length,  or  fore  and  aft 

Athwartships  the  full  size  of  the  timber,  to  be  bolted  to  each  timber  with  galvanized 
iron  bolts,  in  diameter • 

and  in  length 

To  be  driven  at  opposite  angles  to  each  other. 

Top-galiant  forecastle  and  poop-deck  clamps,  of  white  oak,  in  thickness 

In  number,  two  (2)  strakes,  the  upper  edge  being  in  height  above  upper  deck 6 

Beams  of  yellow  pine,  sided 

Molded  at  center  

and  at  the  ends « 

To  jog  into  the  clamps 

To  have  a  spring  of * 

in  a  length  of 31 

The  grub  or  neam  at  the  after  end  of  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  fore  end  of  the 
poop-deck  will  side , 

and  mold  at  center 

and  at  the  ends 

This  beam  will  be  chined  on  to  receive  the  deck-plank 

and  will  from  thence  coove  out 

and  show  a  thickness  on  top  of 

Partners  to  the  fore  mast  and  mizzen  mast  of  yellow  pine  in  width 

and  in  depth 

Kneed  with  lodge  and  lap  knees  of  white  oak,  sided 

Framed  to  take  a  white-pine  wedge 

The  partners  to  the  foremast  to  be  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter. 

and  to  the  mizzen  mast  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter 

Mast  coaming^  to  project  above  deck 

and  show  a  thickness  on  top  when  finished ^ 

To  be  fitted  with  galvanized  iron  band  and  composition  ring  similar  to  those  on  the 

deck  below. 
Stanchions  under  the  top-gallant  forecastle,  of  galvanized  iron  pipe,  in  diameter. .. 
To  have  ^Ivanized  iron  caps  and  shoes.    Through  these  stancnions  there  will  be  a 

galvamzed  iron  bolt,  in  diameter 

Driven  from  the  top  of  the  beam  and  set  upon  the  under  side  of  the  upper  deck 

beam. 
The  stanchions  under  the  poop-deck  in  the  cabin  will  be  in  two  (2)  rows  and  behind 
the  bulk-hecMis. 

Knees, — Each  end  of  every  beam  will  have  a  lodge  knee  of  white  oak  sided 

Arms  in  length 3 

And  a  hanging  knee  of  galvanized  iron,  arms  in  length  not  less  than 3 

Bolted  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter f 

Coamings  of  hatches  and  sky-lights  of  white  oak,  in  height  above  deck 

and  have  a  thickness  on  top  of • 

Those  to  the  sky-lights  to  be  rabbeted  on  the  outside  to  receive  the  hbods. 
Deck'plankj  top*gtulant  forecastle^  of  yellow  pine,  in  thickness 

and  tor  poop-deck,  white  pine,  in  thickness 

and  in  widtii  not  more  than 

To  be  fastened  with  galvanized'  iron  spikes,  in  length 

To  be  plugged. 
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PUMk'$keer  of  wliite  oak,  in  tbicknegn 4 

and  ID  vifidih j       j 

To  project  outside | 

and  to  be  chined  on  tbe  inner  edge .' 1 

To  form  a  water-way. 

Tbe  beads  of  the  timbers  will  tenon  into  tbe  plank-sbeer,  and  tbe  plank-sheer  will 

be  scarpbed ;  scarphs  in  length 5      0 

and  to  be  hooked 2 

Plank-sheer  to  be  fastened  with  gaWanized  iron  bolts  throagh  the  knees  into  the 

clamps;  bolts  in  diameter f 

and  into  tbe  heads  of  the  timbers  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter  ....  xV 

Driven  at  opposite  angles  to  each  other. 

Capstan-hed  on  upper  deck  to  be  formed  by  letting  down  between  the  beams  a  cen- 
ter-piece of  live  oak,  in  width ]       4 

Jogginff  down  between  the  beams 0^ 

and  projecting  above  the  deck 2 

The  whole  depth  being li 

Go  each  side  of  this  center-piece  there  will  be  two  (2)  pieces  of  yellow  pine,  in 

width  each 10 

The  outer  piece  will  be  rabbeted  on  the  outside  to  receive  the  ledge 2 

In  other  respects  the  same  as  the  centerpiece,  to  be  fastened  to  the  beams  with  gal- 
vanized iron  bolts,  in  diameter I 

and  athwartships  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  diameter \i 

Afier  the  capstan  is  set,  these  pieces  will  be  dressed  down  to  show  a  thickness 

above  deck  of f 

and  tbe  comers  will  be  neatly  rounded. 
If  an  iron  capstan  is  used,  in  that  case  there  will  be  an  additional  piece  of  live  oak, 

in  width 1      4 

)<>frs^  up  under  the  beam  to  meet  the  upper  piece,  having  a  lip  under  the 

beam  of 3 

Tbe  beam  abaft  the  cnpstan  will  be  bolted  through  the  stanchion  to  the  deck  below 

with  a  galvanized  iron  bolt,  in  diameter li 

let  up  on  under  side  of  berth  deck  beam. 

M€st  eoamimgs  of  white  oak,  in  height  above  deck 7 

To  be  finished  round  on  the  outside  and  show  a  thickness  on  top  of..... 4^ 

at  the  comer  of  the  wedges. 
The  coaming  to  the  foremast  and  to  the  mainmast  will  have  a  galvanized  iron  hoop 
or  ban4  shrunk  on  their  upper  edge,  for  which  they  will  be  properly  rabbeted. 

Hoops  or  bands  in  width 2\ 

and  in  thickness -f^ 

On  the  coaming  to  the  mizzenmast  there  will  be  a  composition  ringlet  in  on  top,  in 

width 2i 

and  in  thickness -f^ 

The  enter  edge  being  fair  with  the  outer  edge  of  the  coaming,  to  be  fastened  with 

composition  screws. 
CMkUAits. — To  be  of  cast  iron,  galvanized,  if  it  can  be  done;  bitts  in  diameter. ..     1      2 
Beds  for  these  bitts  will  be  formed  by  letting  down  between  the  beams  a  piece  of 

live  oak,  in  width 1      5 

J(^gingdown  between  the  beams 6 

a^  projecting  above  the  deck 2 

The  whole  depth  being * - 1      0 

And  under  the  beams  there  will  be  a  similar  piece  of  live  oak  let  up  between  the 
beams  to  meet  this  upper  piece  ;  this  lower  piece  will  have  a  lip  under  the  beam  of  2i 

and  be  bolted  through  the  beams  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter  ....  \h 

riveted  on  rings  on  Uie  lower  side.  The  cable  bitts  will  be  secured  to  these  live 

oak  pieces  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter ii 

riveted  on  galvanized  iron  plates  let  in  athwartships  on  the  lower  side ;  plates 

in  width 2f 

and  in  thickness 7jt> 

and  in  length  sufficient  to  take  two  (2)  bolts ;  the  beam  abaft  the  cable  bitts 
will  be  bolted  through  the  stanchion  to  the  deck  below  with  a  galvanized 

iron  bolt,  in  diameter H 

set  up  on  the  lower  side  of  the  berth-deck  beam. 
I^ecl;  ftapper  hoUs.— There  will  be  three  (3)  deck  stopper  bolts  forward  of  the  cable 
bitts,  and  one  (1)  in  every  beam  between  the  bitts  and  the  deck  pipe  to  range 

with  the  outside  of  the  bitts ;  bolts  of  galvanized  iron,  in  diameter 1      i^6 

^^wneterof  ring  in  the  clear 5 

HvTQtfeA  on  plates  on  the  under  side  of  the  beam. 

CUi»  siofper  beds. — Forward  near  the  manger  there  will  be  a  bed  of  live  oak,  pro- 
*)ectmg  above  the  deck 5 
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In  other  respects  formed  as  that  fur  the  cable  bitts,  sufficient  in  width  to  take  the 

stopper ;  the  center  of  these  stopper  beds  will  be  on  a  line  from  the  center  of  the 

forward  hawse  hole  to  the  outside  of  the  cable  bitts. 
Chain  and  deck  pipes, — At  each  chain  pipe  there  will  be  let  down  between  the 

beams  two  (2)  lore  and  aft  pieces  of  yellow  pine  in  width  each 1 

Through  these  fore  and  all  pieces  the  chain  pipes  will  be  cut ;  to  be  fastened 

through  the  beams  ^ith  two  (*2)  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

riveted  on  the  lower  side  of  the  beams  and  bolted  athwartships  with  two  (*2) 

galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

Bowsprit  bills  of  white  oak,  sided i 

Molded  or  fore  and  aft 1  * 

'To  continue  above  the  top-gallant  forecastle  deck 3      < 

There  will  be  a  cavil  above  the  top-gallant  forecastle. 

The  upper  ends  of  these  timber  bitts  will  be  finished  timber>head  fashion. 

Top  satl  sheet  bitts  to  the  fore  aud  main  mast. 

To  be  of  locust,  square i 

Those  to  the  foremast  to  continue  down  and  bolt  to  the  deck  beam  below,  tapering 

so  that  at  the  deck  they  will  be  square ' 

To  be  in  height  above  the  top-gallant  forecastle 4      < 

Bolted  to  the  top-gallant  forecastle  deck  beam  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diame- 

ter 

To  have  two  (S)  bolts  in  each. 

Top  sail  sheet  bitts  to  the  mainmast  will  not  run  below,  but  will  be  secured  to 

tne  main  deck  beams  ;  in  other  respects  the  same  as  those  to  the  foremast. 

Towing  hitts  aft  near  the  raizzeumast  of  galvanized  cast  iron  in  diameter 1< 

These  bitts  will  be  located  as  shown  upon  the  plan — if  within  of  the  binnacle,  thej    8      ^ 

will  be  of  composition. 
Fife  rails. — There  will  be  a  fife  rail  and  stanchions  to  the  foremast  and  mainmast  < 

stanchions,  to  be  square  at  the  deck,  to  have  two  (2)  shieves  in  each  stanchion. 

Rail  to  k>e  of  white  oak  in  thickness ^ 

and  in  width ! 

and  in  height  above  deck 3     ( 

Between  the  stanchions  there  will  be  a  galvanized  iron  rod,  in  diameter 1 

fittted  with  thimbjes  for  leading  blocks. 
There  will  be  a  composition  band  and  belaying-pins  on  the  mizzen  mast. 
Fin  rails. — In  wake  of  the  rigging  there  will  be  a  pin  rail  between  the  ports,  of 

white  oak  in  thickness  at  the  side  of  the  vessel i 

and  on  front  edge ' 

In  height  above  deck  about 4      < 

Bolted  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter \ 

On  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop  decks,  the  pin  rails  will  be  fitted  with  locust 

stanchions  secured  to  the  deck  and  fitted  with  rods  for  leading-blocks,  similar  to 

the  fife-rail  stanchions. 

Garhoard  stroke, — Of  white  oak,  in  thickness  next  the  keel < 

The  second  strake  sufficient  in  thickness  to  fall  in  fair  with  the  running-plank  of 

the  bottom,  in  width  amidships  about 1      < 

To  be  square  fastened— that  is,  every  timber  to  have  one  ( I )  through  bolt  and  one 

(1)  short  bolt;  bolts  of  copper,  in  diameter 

The  through  bolts  that  come  tlirough  the  sister  keelsons  will  be  in  diameter 

and  will  take  the  place  of  the  through  bolt  of  the  garboard  strake. 

The  rabbet  on  the  keel  will  be 3^ 

Bottom  plank^  of  white  oak,  in  thickness  when  dubbed  off 

lFales<  of  white  oak,  the  thickest  plank  k>eing l 

Being  the  three  (3)  strakes  below  and  the  four  (4)  strakes  above  the 12      < 

water-line,  thence  falling  in  fair  with  the  bottom  plank  and  upwards  to  the  port 

sill  to 

The  first  six  (6)  strakes  below  the  port  sill  will  be 

thicker  and  jog  that  much  between  the  timbers,  for  which  the  edges  of  the  timber 
will  be  carefully  trimmed  but  not  rabbeted. 
Between  the  first  (1st)  and  second  (2d)  futtock-heads   there  will  be  two   (2) 

strakes  

thicker  and  jog  that  much  between  the  frames  in  a  similar  manner. 
The  outside  plank  will  be  hollowed  out  on  the  inside  to  fit  the  timbers,  and  the  tim- 
ber of  the  frame  will  not  be  dubbed  straight  for  the  plank. 

The  wales  will  be  in  width  amidships i 

The  plank  will  increase  gradually  in  width,  not  exceeding 1      < 

The  plank  under  the  bottom  and  subject  to  compression   may  be  in  length 

from 35  U  to  40      ( 

But  the  wales,  clamps  and  spirketiog  subject  to  extension  must  be  the  longest 

plank  and  will  be  in  length  from 40  0  to  TiO    < 
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Bulwarks  outside   for    the  leof^th  of  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop  decks,  of 

¥rhUe  oak  in  thickness  at  port  sill 3 

*nd  at  the  rail 2^ 

In  workiug  these  planks  they  will  be  first  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  spikes,  in 

\enffth 6 

afterward  fastened  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts  .         ch  frame ;  bolts  in 

diameter f  and  ^ 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside. 
Between  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  the  poop-decks,  the  bulwarks  outside  will 

be  of  yellow  pine  of  same  thickness  and  fastened  in  same  manner. 
Forward  and  around   the  stem  the.  bulwarks  or  plank  above  the  rail  will  be  of 

white  oak,  in  thickness 2^ 

fastened  the  same  as  the  bulwarks  below. 

Fastening  outside. — The  copper  fastening  will  extend  from  below  to 13       6 

above  the  base-line  amidships  and  will  sheer  up  forward  to 14      3 

and  aft  to 14       9 

above  the  base-line,  above  which  it  will  be  of  galvanized  iron,  except  th^  coun- 
ter immediately  over  the  propeller,  which  will  be  copper-fastened  to  the  upper 
deck. 
All  the  outside  plank  below  the  port  sill  will  be  square- fastened,  that  is,  there  will 
be  two  (2)  through  bolts  and  two  (2)  short  fastenings  in  each  frame. 

The  copper  through  bolts  will  be  in  diameter f 

and  the  short  tastenincs \i 

The  galvanized  through  bolts  will  be  in  diameter ij 

and  the  short  fastenings | 

The  length  of  the  ^hort  fastenings  will  be  about  twice  and  one-third  (2^)  the  thick- 
ness of  the  plank  through  which  it  is  driven,  but  in  no  case  are  these  bolts  to  be 

longer  than  within I 

of  going  through  the  timber. 

Whenever  a  knee  bolt,  water-way  bolt,  hook-bolt  keelson,  or  any  other  through 
bolt  will  take  its  place,  the  fastening  outside  will  be  omitted. 
In  the  frame  next  on  each  side  on  which  the  strake  butts  in  lieu  of  one  (1 )  of  the 
short  fastenings  in  the  timber  nearest  the  butt  there  will  be  a  through  bolt. 
The  hood  end  bolts,  where  they  can  be  got  through,  will  be  driven  from  alternate 
sides  and  riveted  on  rings ;  when  they  cannot  be  got  through,  they  will  be  in 

length 10 

Where  the  plank  are  reduced  to 6 

in  width,  the  fastening  will  double  and  single,  a  short  bolt  in  every  frame,  the 

through  bolts  being  placed  on  alternate  edges. 
The  heads  of  all  bolts  driven  from  the  outside  will  be  carefully  trimmed,  and  driven 
home  with  a  swedge  or  punch  so  as  not  to  bruise  the  plank,  and  the  heads  will 
not  be  plugged. 
ffmter-tight  btUkheads  will  be  built  of  white  pine  in  two  (2)  thicknesses,  each  thick- 
ness to  be • 2 

tongned  and  grooved,  supported  by  stanchions  on  the  after  side. 

Decks  in  the  hold  of  white  pine  in  thickness 3 

located  to  conform  to  the  plan. 
Store-roifm  decks  aft — on  each  side  of  the  shaft  alley. 

Beams  or  yellow  pine,  sided 5 

and  molded 5 

Deck  plank  of  white  pine  in  thickness 2^- 

in  width  not  over 7 

fiauAened  with  galvanized  iron  spikes  in  length h^ 

not  to  be  plugged. 
Skaft  alle^. — ^To  be  built  as  shown  on  the  plan. 
The  magazine  and  shelUroom  fioors. — To  be  battened  up  so  that  water  will  not 

lay  on  them. 
The  bolts  and  spikes  used  in  the  magazine  and  shell-rooms  will  be  of  copper  or 
eomposition  and  not  of  iron. 

Cat-heads — to  be  of  iron,  in  width  when  finished 10 

and  in  depth  at  outer  end 11 

To  he  formed  of  plate-iron,  in  thickness \ 

galvanized  if  it  can  be  done. 
iMated  and  fitted  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

CatmOer  of  white  oak,  sided  so  that  the  front  edge  may  be  in  thickness 3 

TalWng  in  at  the  water-line  to 3^ 

t^  nuun  piece  will  run  np  and  form  the  back  of  the  lacing,  and  to  which  the  head- 
T^U  will  be  fastened  by  a  galvanized  iron  knee  connecting  them  together. 
't^ttWy  of  the  lacing  knee  will  run  down  the  stem  and  the  arm  out  under  the  bow- 
SV^^;  between  this  knee  and  the  main  piece  the  filling-in  pieces  will  be  worked. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  1 3 
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If  the  main  piece  is  not  of  sufficient  breadth  to  receive  the  fore  end  of  the  lower 

cheek,  a  piece  will  be  fayed  on  its  fore  side. 
The  several  pieces  forming  the  cutwater  will  be  grooved  and  have  a  tongue  of 

yellow  pine  inserted. 

It  will  be  doweled  to  the  stem  with  dowels  in  diameter 

and  in  length 

asunder  not  more  than 

The  gripe  will  be  scarphed  on  the  lower  end  of  the  main  piece. 

The  upper  bolts  will  be  galvanized  iron,  in  diameter 

The  remaining  bolts  will  be  in  diameter 

The  copper  bolts  will  be  in  diameter i 

The  bolts  must  be  laid  off  and  bored  through  the  separate  pieces  so  that  there  may 

be  no  bad  holes. 

Cheeks  of  white  oak,  sided 

Bolts  in  diameter 

to  be  galvanized  iron. 
The  space  between  the  upper  and  main  bead-rails  will  be  planked  fore  and  aft,  and 

not  staved  up;  the  planlc  to  be  tongued  and  grooved  ;  plank  in  thickness. .... 

and  in  width  to  correspond  with  the  plank  between  the  top-gallant  forecastle 

plank  sheer  and  the  main-rail. 
Quarter  galleries. — Rims  of  white  oak. 

To  be  fitted  with  bath-tubs  and  water-closets  to  conform  to  the  plan. 
Channels  of  white  oak,  placed  at  second  (2nd)  strake  below  the  main-rail. 

In  thickness  next  the  side  of  the  ship 

and  at  the  outer  edge 

In  width  about 

To  be  made  in  two  (2)  widths,  doweled  to  each  other  ;  doweled  in  diameter 

and  in  length 

Bolted  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  at  each  frame  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in 

diameter * 

Channel-stays — to  be  galvanized. 

There  will  be  two  ^2)  channel-stays  to  the  short  lengths,  and  three  (3)  to  the  long 

lengths,  to  have  an  eye  in  the  upper  end,  and  ring  bolts  in  the  lower  ends. 
There  will  be  galvanized  iron  knees  under  the  channels,  in  number  same  as  channel- 
stays. 
Chains. — Chaio-plates  of  flat  iron,  galvanized. 

Fore  and  main  plates  in  width 

and  in  thickness 

Mizzen  chain-plates  in  width 

and  in  thickness 

The  upper  end  of  these  chain-plates  so  formed  that  the  dead-eyes  may  shackle  to 

them. 
In  wake  of  the  holes  for  the  chain-bolts,  the  plates  will  be  swelled  sufficient  to 

retain  their  strength,  and  ihe  edges  of  the  plates  will  be  neatly  chamfered   or 

rounded. 

Fore  and  main  chain-bolts,  in  diameter « 

Mizzen  chain-bolts  in  diameter 

Fore  and  main  preventer-bolts  in  diameter 

Mizzen  preventer-bolts  in  diameter 

Every  other  chain-bolt  will  be  a  ring-bolt ;  diameter  of  ring  in  the  clear 

Size  of  iron  for  ring  for  fore  and  main 

and  for  the  mizzen 

All  of  the  above  iron  work  to  be  galvanized. 

PumpSy  of  composition  ;  diameter  of  chambers 

The  force  pumps  to  be  fitted  to  work  on  the  gun  and  berth  decks. 

The  pipes  for  the  head,  channel,  and  other  pumps  will  lead  inside  to  cocks  through 

the  bottom  below  the  water-line;  the  holes  for  these  pipes  will  be  cut  in  the 

joints  of  the  frame,  and  not  in  the  room  or  space  between  the  frame. 
Scuppers. — Several  on  each  side,  located  as  shown  on  the  plan  ;  in  size  in  the  cleai* 

fore  and  aft 

and  up  and  down 

in  the  clear  when  finished. 
To  be  fitted  with  composition  valves  on  the  outside. 
To  be  kept  clear  of  the  gun  and  air  ports. 
There  will  be  scuppers  on  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop-decks  ;  also  in  the 

manger  and  head. 
Port  shutters  — To  be  made  in  two  (2)  thicknesses,  the  lower  halves  to  be  hinged 

to  the  port-sill. 
The  shutters  to  the  bridal  port  to  be  of  oak ;  also  those  to  the  stern  port. 
Hammock-rail  of  yellow  pine,  in  depth 
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I  thickness 3 

air  with  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop-deck  plank  sheer. 
lock-stanchions  will  be  of  iron,  galvanized. 

ock-netting  will  be  of  white  pine,  in  thickness I 

with  galvanized  iron  nails. 

a. — Diameter  of  the  forward  holes  in  the  clear 1D| 

le  after  one ]0^ 

on  top-gallant  forecastle,  of  galvanized  iron  ;  height  above  deck 30 

he  upper  ends  of  these  stanchions  there  will  be  a  life-line  of  galvanized 

in ^^ 

er  end  of  the  deck,  the  stanchions  will  be  fitted  with  galvanized  hand- 
pas-pipe,  in  diameter 1^ 

)p-deck  there  will  be  a  similar  hand-rail  and  stanchions  all  aronnd  ;  the 

on  the  fore  end  of  the  poop-deck  will  be  of  composition. 

1^  graiingM. — There  will  be  sea-steps  and  side-ladders  on  each  side  of  the 

itted  with  galvanized  iron  stanchions  and  hand-rails. 

ghts  will  l^  provided  with  composition-wire  gratings. 

es  will  be  fitted  with  white-ash  gratings,  and  close  natches  where  neces- 

ill  be  of  white  ash. 

es  and  scuttles  to  be  fitted  with  galvanized  iron  flush-rings. 

be  magazine  and  shell-rooms  to  be  of  copper  or  composition. 

)r  passing  coal  to  the  bunkers,  will  be  cut  and  fitted  to  conform  to  the 

td  will  be  of  cast  iron,  galvanized,  in  diameter  in  the  clear 1       4 

nd  moldings. — All  work  exposed  to  the  weather  will  be  planed  smooth, 
bottom  will  be  planed  fair  before  the  copper  is  put  on  ;  the  inside  work 
planed,  including  the  berth-deck,  the  lower  comers  of  all  beams  framing 
projection  at  the  spirketing  will  be  rounded  and  there  will  be  no  rnold- 
Dj  part  except  the  main  rail, 
ck-framing  will  be  let  into  the  beams  and  into  each  other  with  a  double 

'  ends  of  all  athwartship  bulkheads,  boards,  or  planks  will  be  rounded, 

as  being  the  length  of  the  board. 

athwartship  bulkhead  comes  under  a  beam,  the  bulkhead-strip  on  the 

ill  be  omitted  in  the  doorway. 

'•piece  in  the  hatches  on  which  the  gratings  lay  must  be  placed  in  the 

a  of  the  ladders,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  head-room  in  passing  up 

• 

-The  wales  and   bottom-plank  will  be  calked  solid  and  home  to  the 
the  upp>er  deck  with  not  less  than  three  (3)  threads,  and  the  berth-deck 
t  less  than  two  (2)  threads  for  the  first  calking ;  the  Bulwarks,  poop-deck, 
•gallant  forecastle  in  proper  proportion. 

uns  to  be  payed  with  pitch  and  scraped  clean,  except  outside  above  the 
ind  inside  above  the  upper  deck  ;  and  the  poop- deck  and  the  decks  in  the 
id  ward-room,  which  will  be  payed  with  three  (3)  coats  of  white  lead. 
be  vessel  is  painted,  and  when  painted  the  seams  will  have  an  additional 
pftint. 

aiid galvanizing. — It  is  to  be  particularly  observed  that  all  ring  and  eye 
i  to  b^  carefully  annealed  after  they  are  made,  and  all  iron-work  of  what- 
ind  is  to  b«  galvanized,  if  it  can  be  done,  including  the  guu-tackle  and 
ig-bolts,  which  are  to  be  made  and  put  in  to  conform  to  the  Ordnance 

.—-The  copper  will  be  30  and  32  ounces,  the  upper  edge  being  above  the 

J  imidships 12       6 

ng  up  at  the  forward  perpendicular  to 13      0 

t  the  after  perpendicular  to ]4       0 

be  a  composition  casting  on  the  front  of  gripe  and  cutwater,  continuing 

3      0 

the  keel  to 3       0 

vecoppering-line  on  the  cutwater. 

M  on  the  front  at  the  water-line ^ 

ig  back  on  the  gripe  sufficient  to  get  good  fastening,  the  after  edge  being 

less A' 

-One  in  each  state-room  and  several  on  each  side  on  the  berth-deck  ;   also 
te  top-gallant,  forecastle,  and  poop-deck,  located  as  shown  on  the  plan. 
^rfipts. — ^There  will  be  a  ventilating-pipe  leading  from  the  after  end  of  the 
ey  lo  the  poop-deck  ;  also  forward  there  will  be  a  veutilating-pipo  leading 
fore  end  of  the  berth-deck  to  the  top-grallaut  forecastle. 
\td  of  locust  and  mahogany,  the  spindle  to  be  of  copper  or  composition. 
»nd  skrll-TOom  to   be  of  seasoned  white  pine ;  to  be  calked  and   made 
en  lined  wit)i  lead,  and  fitted  as  the  Ordnance  Bureau  may  direct. 
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Cabin  bulk-heads,  (fc.  of  seasoned  white  pine. 

To  be  fitted  to  conform  to  the  plan  with  state-rooms,  clothes-lockers,  berths,  coat 
and  hat  hooks,  stationary  washstands,  cot-hooks,  Venetian  blinds  for  windows 
and  doors,  glazed  sash  in  doors,  windows,  ports,  and  skylights  ;  glass  to  be  best, 
clear,  double  thick  white  glass. 

Ward'Toom  bulk-heads  of  seasoned  white  pine,  fitted  with  berths,  lockers,  shelves, 
coat  and  hat  hooks,  Venetian  blinds  to  the  doors  and  bulk-head  openings,  pantry 
fitted  with  hooks,  shelves,  and  other  conveniences,  all  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

Steerage  and  warrant- officers'  quarters  of  seasoned  white  pine,  to  be  fitted  to  conform 
to  the  plan  ;  fitted  wMth  berths,  lockers,  shelves,  <&c.,  similar  to  the  ward-room. 

Berth-deck. — Hammock-hooks  of  galvanized  iron,  to  be  placed  for  as  many  men  as 
can  be  hung  on  the  berth-deck  and  under  the  top-gallant  forecastle. 

SaU  and  bread  rooms. — The  sail-rooms  and  bread-rooms  to  be  lined  with  tin. 

The  sail-rooms  to  have  a  white-pine  grating  on  the  deck,  and  white-pine  slats  on  its 
side  to  prevent  the  sails  from  coming  in  contact  with'the  tin. 

The  store-rooms  and  dispensary  to  be  fitted  according  to  naval  usage. 

Chain  and  shot  lockers  of  white  pine,  in  thickness I 

The  bottom  to  be  made  tight. 

Galvanized  iron  bolts  for  securing  the  chain  to  be  properly  placed. 

(ial ley-platform  to  be  leaded,  and  beams  and  parts  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  fire 
to  be  protected  by  tin  properly  furred  off,  steam  gratings  to  be  fitted  and  the  gal- 
ley properly  secured. 

Water  closets  to  be  provided  for  the  ward -room  and  steerage  as  shown  on  the  plan. 

To  be  properly  fitted  with  water-tanks,  china  basins,  delivering-pipes,  &c.,  and 
arranged  that  they  may  be  readily  cleared. 

f/ead.— The  head  to  be  fitted  with  three  (3)  or  four  (4)  seats  on  each  side. 

There  will  be  a  head-pump  properly  fitted  on  each  side  of  the  bowsprit. 

Companionways. — To  be  fitted  witti  suitable  canopies,  those  to  the  ward-room  and 
steerage  to  be  of  composition ;  the  remaining  ones  to  be  of  iron,  galvanized. 

Masts  and  spars  to  be  bark-rigged  ;  the  spars  of  the  material  usual  in  naval  vessels. 

To  be  properly  fitted  with  iron -work. 

All  iron-work  to  be  galvanized  ;  all  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

All  work  to  be  done  in  a  complete  and  workmanlike  manner,  and  to  conform  to  the 
plans  and  specifications  ;  and  any  omission  in  these  specifications  will  not  relieve 
the  party  of  the  first  part  in  this  contract  from  furnishing  the  labor  necessary  to 
complete  it.  In  any  omission  of  detail,  the  vessels  building  in  the  navy-yard  will 
be  the  guide. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C,  July  8,  1873. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  August  .30,  1875. 

Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  the  bureau  for  what  sum  you  will  make  and  fit  complete  the 
spHrs  of  the  United  States  steamer  Enterprise,  at  the  Portsmouth  yard,  including  in  this  all 
gpar-maker's,  ship-smith's  and  painters'  work. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
JNO.  W.  Griffiths, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H, 


(Original.) 

OPEN  PURCHASE. 
The  U.  S.  Navy  Department  to  John  W.  Griffiths,  Dr. 
Appropriation  :  Eight  steam-sloops — Enterprise. 

BUREAU   OP   CONSTRUCTION  AND  REPAIR. 
1874. 

Oct.  26.  To  extra  work  as  per  bill  of  items  rendered  in  part  payment  and  on  ac- 
count, four  thousand  dollars $4,000  00 

4,000  00 
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(Sabject  to  being  coDfirmed  by  a  board  as  per  agreement.) 

I  certify  that  the  prices  of  the  above  articles  are  at  the  lowest  market- rates. 

RUFUS  PARKS, 

Paymaster,  U.  S,  iV, 
ForC.  H.  ELDREDGE, 

Pay  Inspector  J  U.  S,  N, 
Approved: 

I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Having*  fally  examined  the  articles  above  charged,  we  certify  that  they  are  of  good  quality. 


Navy- Yard,  Kittery,  October  26,  1874. 

Received  the  above  articles  for . 

,  Store- Clerk. 

Examined  and  approved. 

T.  D.  WILSON. 
Naval  Constructor^  U.  5.  N. 

Navy-Yard, ,  187-. 

The  public  exigencies  required  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  this  bill, 
and  as  there  wa.s  not  time  to  advertise  for  proposals,  they  were  properly  obtained  by  open 

purchase  ;  and  the  same  is  approved  for  the  sum  of dollars  and cents. 

A.  BRYSON.  Commandant. 

Paymaster's  Office. 

Portsmouth,  October  26.  1874. 

Received  of  Cbas.  H.  Eldredge,  paymaster,  four  thousand  dollars  and cents,  in  full 

of  ihe  above  bill. 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 


Navy  DeparTiMENT, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  October  4,  1873. 

Sift:  Direct  the  naval  constructor  to  superintend    the  work  under  the   contract  with 
Griffith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  J.  C.  Howkll,  U.  8.  N.. 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  September^,  1875. 

Sift  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  in  reply  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  has 
Wn  receiTed.  and  your  offer,  therein  made,  to  mako  and  fit  complete  the  spars  of  the  United 
^utet  st«amer  Enterprise,  now  at  the  Portsmouth  yarJ.  for  the   sum  of  feix  thousand  five 
kiadred  dollars,  ($G,500, )  the  work  to   be  done  by  you  to  include  all  spar-maker's,  black- 
Bath' a,  iron- plater's,  and  painter's  work  required,  and  to  be  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
^«?wa,  \%  hereby  accented.     The  iron  and  other  materials  required  for  doinfi^  the  work  will 
W  fomished  by  the  Government,  as  needed,  and  the  usual  facilities  of  the  yard  allowed 
T«a.    Payments  will  be  made  as  the  work  progresses,  upon  bills  in  triplicate,  approved  by 
t^  eommandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

hi\a  w.  Griffiths,  Esq.,  ^ 

Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

WESTY, 
Second  Clerk  to  Commandant. 
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Portsmouth,  September  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply,  to  your  inquiry  of  the  30th  ultimo,  would  Fay  that  I  will  do  all  spar-maker's, 
blacksmith's,  iron-plat«r's,  and  painter's  work  for  steamer  Enterprise  for  the  sum  of  sixty-five 
hundred  dollars,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  bureau. 
Your  cbedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 

Isaiah  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  Bureau  of  Construction^  IVashington, 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  24,  1876. 
John  W.  Griffiths  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Willis  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ? — A.  I  am  a  ship-builder,  and  have  been  in  that  business  over 
fifty  years. 

Q.  Have  you  during  that  time  had  any  business  transactions  with  the  Government  so  far 
as  the  Navy  Department  was  concerned  ? — A.  I  built  the  Pawnee  in  1859  at  the  Philadel-' 
phia  navy-yard. 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  work  for  the  Government  since  that  time  ? — A.  I  superintended^- 
during  the  war  the  building  of  one  of  the  double-enders. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  transactions  with  the  Navy  Department  during  the  incumbency  o» 
the  present  Secretary  ? — A.  None  other  than  the  timber-bending  machine  and  the  United 
Stales  steamer  Enterprise.     She  is  not  finished  yet.     She  is  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard. 

Q.  Has  everything  that  has  been  done  on  that  vessel  been  done  by  you  f — A.  I  did  all 
that  was  to  be  done  under  my  contract.     The  Government  has  to  furnish  the  iron-work, 
castings,  <&c.,  and  all  the  materials. 

Q.  Can  you  produce  that  contract  ? — A.  I  have  not  got  it  here ;  the  contract  was  in. 
writing. 

Q.  Did  you  enter  into  more  than  one  contract  for  that  vessel  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Just  state  the  particulars  of  your  contract. — A.  I  have  a  synopsis  here  of  my  first  con- 
tract in  the  handwriting  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau :  "  Work  to  be  done  by  the  job;  ship 
to  be  put  in  frame;  planking  inside  and  out,  from  heel  to  rail ;  ports  trimmed  ;  rail  put  on, 
channels,  and  chains,  air-ports,  deck-lights,  ventilating,  chain-pipes,  magazine  scuttl&s 
complete.  Decks,  including  beams,  ledges,  carlings,  combings,  stanchions,  deck-plank- 
ing complete.  Lockers,  hatches,  grating,  store-rooms  in  the  hold  ;  rails,  main  hammock 
and  fife  hammocks,  stanchions,  poop-deck,  and  trestle-deck  complete,  with  the  iron-work 
for  the  same." 

Q.  State  the  circumstances  under  which  that  memorandum  was  handed  to  you. — A.  The 
advertisement,  as  I  understood  it,  inviting  proposals  justified  me  in  thinking  that  it  was 
the  whole  ship  he  desired  built,  and  consequently  my  figures  were  based  on  that  idea, 
saw  thp  chief  at  the  Revere  House.  He  told  me  previously  that  this  was  an  experiment; 
that  it  was  for  contracting  work  in  the  yard,  the  Government  furnishing  the  material  and 
tools  of  the  yard  and  the  contractor  furnishing  the  labor,  according  to  the  specifications,  and 
under  the  supervision  of  the  naval  constructor  in  the  yard.  To  this  end  he  invited  proposals, 
and,  as  I  sifpposed,  for  the  whole  ship  complete.  When  I  saw  him  in  Boston  I  asked  him 
if  that  was  what  he  wanted,  and  he  said  no,  and  he  gave  me  the  synopsis  I  have  just  read. 
I  bid  $46,200  for  the  work,  which  was  $500  below  the  lowest  bid  for  the  same  amount  of 
work.  There  were  a  number  of  bids  for  small  sections  of  the  work,  but  my  bid  was  the 
lowest  for  the  whole  thing. 

Q.  Then  the  contract  was  entered  into  according  to  that  synopsis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In 
drawing  up  the  contract,  in  making  the  specifications,  they  enlarged  a  good  deal  beyond 
that  synopsis.  Before  I  got  through  I  found  there  was  going  to  be  trouble.  When  I  got 
up  to  this  line  of  limitation  that  the  synopsis  covered,  the  constructor  at  the  yard,  Thomas  E. 
Webb,  insisted  that  I  should  go  on  further.  I  remonstrated,  and  the  chief  said  that  I  was 
not  obliged  to  do  that  work. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  pay  according  to  the  contract  when  specified  things  were  done  ? — A. 
The  pay  was  made  as  the  work  advanced  on  the  certificate  of  the  naval  constructor  that  the 
work  was  properly  done.  I  showed  the  number  of  men  I  had  at  work,  what  their  wages 
amounted  to,  and  every  fortnight  payment  was  made  to  me. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  the  naval  constructor  insisting  on  this  performance  beyond 
the  contract  if — A.  It  was  evident  that  he  was  nettled.  He  was  building  a  ship  at  the  same 
time  on  the  same  model,  in  the  yard,  and  my  work  would  have  a  tendency  to  disparage  his, 
make  it  appear  that  his  work  cost  more.  I  was  working  my  men  ten  hours  a  day;  he  was 
working  Lis  eight ;  and  I  paid  them  more  wages.  I  could  take  what  men  I  chose ;  he 
had  men  put  upon  him  by  politicians. 

Q.  It  is  alleged,  by  certain  parties  connected  with  the  Navy  Department,  that,  legitimately. 
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tbetegsel  should  have  been  lanoched  at  your  expense,  although  nothing  was  said  about  it 
is  the  contract.  Please  explain  how  that  is. — A.  There  was  not  a  hint  or  anj'thing  of  the 
kifld  said  about  launching^  the  vessel.  It  was  simply  to  build  the  vessel,  and  it  was  for 
the  GoveromeDt  to  say  how  it  should  be  launched,  and  by  whom.  Nothing  was  said  about 
it  in  the  contract,  either  verbally  or  in  writing.  I  made  a  special  contract  with  the  chief  on 
tb&t  point.  The  constructor  put  in  his  estimate  for  what  he  could  do  the  spar-work,  black- 
jffiiu  -work,  and  painter*s  work.  I  was  $200  below  him,  and  I  got  the  second  contract ; 
otherwise  it  would  have  been  done  by  the  Navy  Department.  The  reason  why  this  was 
pot  advertised,  as  is  usual,  was  because  it  would  not  ao  to  bring  strange  men  in  to  finish  a 
job  that  had  been  begun  by  somebody  else,  and  my  estimate  being  below  the  constructor's 
k  doing  it  by  the  day,  they  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Is  it  an  ordinary  thing,  when  you  contract  to  build  a  vessel,  to  have  anything  said 
about  launching  I — A.  In  private  ship-yards,  if  I  build  a  vessel,  of  course  I  launch  it.     I 
build  it  to  completion. 
Q.  You  say  that  this  thing  was  exceptional  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  you  have  now  on  hand  a  contract  in  regard  to  the  same  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Which  is  incomplete  ? — A.  Incomplete.     I  can  go  no  further  with  it  until  the  Gov- 
Hnooent  does  the  iron-work. 
Q.  Are  you  acquainte<l  with  Varney,  an  assistant  naval  constructor  ? — A.  I  know  him. 
V.  None  of  this  work  was  subject  to  his  official  supervision  1 — A.  No,  sir.     I  do  not  re- 
member his  having  anything  to  do  with  any  work  of  mine. 

Q  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  with  the  Navy  Department,  in  so  far  as  the  performance 
of  these  |jarticular  contracts  is  concerned,  outside  of  the  interference  of  the  naval  con- 
smeior?— A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Was  there  not  some  difficulty  arising  in  the  building  of  that  ship  in  the  navy -yard  as 
tfl  the  disposition  of  some  timber  or  some  materials  used  in  the  building  of  that  vessel? — 
A.  I  do  not  know.  Since  this  report  was  made  out  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Webb  say  that  he 
i^oed  some  timber  to  yards  and  docks,  and  they  never  paid  for  it ;  but  things  are  so  loose 
in  that  way  that  you  can  never  account  for  it.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  timber  in  the  ship- 
iiodse  that  the  other  bureaus  can  take. 

Q.  Is  there  not  an  excels  of  timber  charged  to  your  vessel  over  the  other  f — A.  I  can 
explain  that  to  yon.  Mr.  Webb  molded  out  both  frames,  the  one  for  my  ship  and  the  oue 
iot  h'w,  and  it  would  be  very  easy  for  a  moldcr  to  take  a  large  piece  of  timber  for  the  one 
^n«e)and  a  smaller  one  for  the  other,  the  design  being  both  the  same  size,  and  the  waste 
woold  be  larger  on  one  than  on  the  other.  You  can  see  how  that  could  be  done.  I  do 
im  charge  that  that  was  done,  but  it  might  be  done.  In  filling  up  between  the  frames  a 
iirg«  amount  of  condemned  live-oak  was  used,  and  that  brought  to  my  ship  was  a  good  deal 
o^'it  rotten  and  had  to  be  cut  away,  but  the  timber  that  was  brought  to  the  other  ship  was 
ail  Dew,  fresh  stuff;  but  how  this  timber  was  charged  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Were  there  not  some  charges  against  Webb  on  account  of  disposing  of  certain  timber  ? — 
A.  I  made  no  charges.  All  I  know  about  it  is  that  I  remonstrated  with  him  as  to  the  cut- 
tiofi  sod  fillings.  The  moldings  I  could  not  say  anything  about,  as  they  were  all  cut 
^bm  I  went  there. 

Q.  That  was  done  to  make  it  appear  that  your  ship  cost  more  than  the  other  one  ? — A. 
Tes,sir:  I  have  got  extra  bills  against  that  ship.  The  chief  paid  me  $4,000,  and  the  rest  to 
be  paid  when  the  vessel  was  done.  They  had  some  bolt-copper  in  the  yard  for  the  bottom  of 
t^  ship,  and  I  commenced  boring  holes  to  suit  that  copper  according  to  specifications,  and 
vhea  I  got  a  large  number  of  holes  bored  the  copper  had  suddenly  disappeared.  I  inquired 
kfT  it,  and  thej  said  it  had  been  cut  up  for  the  other  ship,  although  she  was  not  then  ready 
fer  it.  I  was  in  advance  of  that  vessel.  I  could  not  go  on  without  it,  and  they  sent  to 
Washington  for  bolt^copper.  When  it  came  it  was  too  small ;  by  this  time  I  had  bored 
Bore  holea ;  they  sent  a  second  lot,  and  when  that  came  it  was  too  large,  and  I  had  to  bore 
tk«e  boles  l&rger.  That  caused  me  more  delay  and  put  me  back,  and  I  claimed  damages 
for  it  I  bad  to  wait  for  planking  too ;  the  planking  they  sent  was  inferior,  such  as  I 
«o«]d  not  put  on  the  outside  of  a  merchant- vessel. 

Q.  By  whom  was  that  planking  furnished? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  Finally  they  got 
forid  planking.  It  was  Susquehanna  plank,  and  I  would  not  put  that  on  a  first-class  mer- 
ckant-vessel,  except  for  ceiling  and  that  kind  of  thing.  You  can  get  good  plank  out  of  it, 
bos  it  reqoires  a  good  deal  of  labor 'to  get  it;  so  much  so  that  my  contractor  to  plank  the 
^esael  threw  up  his  contract,  and  it  cost  me  several  hundred  dollars.  I  had  to  do  it  all  by 
tWday. 

Q,  Have  you  done  anything  in  the  way  of  repairs  on  any  vessel  under  Robeson's  admin- 
wnt»ii?— A-  No,  sir. 
y.  What  was  the  name  of  that  vessel  being  built  at  the  same  time? — A.  The  Essex. 
<^  What  progress  has  been  made  with  her  f — A.  She  is  lying  at  the  Boston  yard.     Mc- 
Kay got  a  similar  contract  at  the  same  time  to  finish  a  ship,  the  Government  to  ^o  the  iron- 

Q.  What  waj  the  name  of  the  vessel  built  by  Mr.  Webb,  previously,  in  the  Kittery  yard  t 
^A-  He  bo ilt  the  Marion  ;  she  was  launched  before  I  began ;  then  he  commenced  the 
^*tt.  and  I  believe  she  was  in  frame  when  they  changed  constructors.     Mr.  Webb  was 
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sent  out  to  Rio  on  a  commission,  or  some  investigfation  about  the  Lancaster,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
son took  his  place.     Mr.  Webb  is  now  at  the  Washington  yard. 

Q.  Where  did  you  build  the  Pawnee! — A.  At  Philadelphia.  I  made  the  model  and  plans ; 
the  engrine  I  had  nothing  to  do  with. 

Q.  You  have  been  an  observer  of  the  mode  in  which  naval  matters  have  been  conducted 
for  a  long  time  ? — A.  I  finished  my  apprenticeship  in  the  Norfolk  yard  under  Mr.  Grice.  I 
know  how  the  work  is  done  in  navy-yards,  and  that  enables  me  to  estimate  on  naval  vessels. 

Q.  In  what  particular  way  ? — A.  All  the  way  through,  in  the  finishing  off  of  a  vessel.  A 
war-vessel  has  a  certain  load-line — a  merchant-vessel  may,  when  she  is  loaded,  draw  twenty 
feet  of  water,  and  when  she  is  unloaded  draw  ten  feet  ;  a  war-vessel  draws  always  the 
same  ;  there  may  be  a  difference  of  two  or  three  feet  when  the  coal  and  stores  are  out. 
There  has  always  been,  since  I  have  known  the  Navy,  some  disposiiion  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  the  Navy.  For  instance,  in  building  the  Pawnee,  there  is  a  table  which  shows 
the  amount  char£:ed  for.  Table  annexed  in  magazine  article.  A  contractor  that  comes  in  is 
looked  at  with  suspicion  ;  the  constructor  opposes  him;  they  don't  want  to  encourage  an  out- 
sider to  come  in.  Mr.  Thomas  Florence  was  member  of  Congress  at  the  time  the  Pawnee 
was  being  built  in  the  Philadelphia  district.  I  wanted  to  get  a  span  of  horses  to  do  the 
teaming-work  on  that  ship ;  it  would  have  been  a  great  saving.  He  remarked  to  me,  '^Horses 
don't  vote,  but  laborers  do." 

Q.  Have  you  encountered  any  difficulties  in  your  endeavors  to  get  work  from  the  Navy 
Department  under  Secretary  Robeson  ? — A.  I  never  exchanged  a  dozen  words  with  him. 

Q.  Was  this  timber-bending  machine  an  invention  of  yours  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  patented  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  transaction  with  the  Department  regarding  that  bending-machine  T 
— A.  I  made  a  contract  to  furnish  it.  The  machine  was  built  in  East  Boston,  and  was  first 
used  in  bending  timber  for  a  ship  there.  The  owners  of  the  ship  went  over  to  Commodore 
Rodgers,  in  command  of  the  Boston  yard,  and  invited  him  to  come  over  and  watch  the  opera- 
tions of  the  machine.  He  scut  over  Isaiah  Hanscom,  with  directions  to  examine  it.  Mr. 
Hanscom  did  so  from  time  to  time.  After  this  ship  was  completed  and  went  to  sea,  the  Sec- 
retary was  requested  to  appoint  a  commission  to  examine  into  the  mode  of  bending  timber 
and  its  utility.  He  did  so,  and  appointed  a  commission  of  Captain  Chandler,  Isaiah  Hans- 
com, and  several  line  officers.  I  bent  a  frame-timber  before  them,  that  was  fifteen  by  sixteen, 
and  some  forty  feet  long,  bent  into  a  form  that  Mr.  Hanscom  gave  me  to  bend  by.  The 
commission  reported  favorably,  and  then  proposals  were  made  to  sell  that  machine  to  the 
Government  with  the  improvements  upon  it,  the  improvements  that  I  have  since  devised. 
Before  it  was  accepted  another  commission  was  appointed  to  examme  it,  and  here  is  their 
report : 

"United  States  Navy-Y.\rd, 

''Boston,  AprU  19,  1872. 

"In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Charles  Steadman,  commandant  and  rear-admiral,  we 
have  examined  the  timber- bendiog  machine,  and  find  that  it  performs  all  the  work  required 
of  it  under  the  contract,  and  that  it  is  complete  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
and  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 

"EDWARD  R.  CALHOUN, 

''Captain,  United  States  Nary. 
"  W.  L.  HANSCOM, 
^'Naval  Constructor,  United  States  Navy, 
''  R.  B.  LOWERY, 

"Captain,  United  States  Navy, 
''THOMAS  A.  SCHOCK, 
"Chief  Engineer,  United  States  Navy, 

"CHARLES  HASTINGS, 
"Civil  Ensineer,  United  States  Navy.'' 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pay  taxes  on  this  machine  in  the  city  of  Boston  f— A.  The  president  of 
the  company  that  built  the  machine  will  be  more  competent  to  answer  that  question  than 
myself. 

Q.  You  mean  the  company  you  employed  to  build  the  machine  ? — A.  I  was  one  of  an 
organized  company  who  built  it.  The  president  of  that  company,  Mr.  C.  A.  Browne,  can  tell 
you. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  receive  for  that  machine  ? — A.  I  cannot  separate  the  machine  from 
the  buildings,  because  the  contract  com  prised  the  building,  steam-stoves,  saws,  tools,  &c. 

Q.  Were  they  all  delivered  to  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  receive  for  all  ? — A.  The  company  received  $160,000 ;  that  comprised 
the  building,  machines,  tramway,  and  all  connected  with  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  coubtructor  at  the  navy-yard  while  you  were  building  this  ship 
tlian  Webb  Y— A.  Mr.  Hitchbouru  was  jvssistant  constructor,  and  a  part  of  the  time  acted  as 
constructor. 
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5.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  any  constructor  except  Webb  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  no 
ler  trouble  with  him  on  this  than  that  I  had  to  appeal  from  his  decisions.  When  I  first 
>nt  there  be  even  objected  to  letting^  the  men  have  a  bucket  to  get  some  drinking-water  with. 
Q.  According  to  your  experience,  what  is  the  capacity  of  naval  constructors  in  so  far  as 
ligning  vessels  is  concerned,  taking  them  altogether? — A.  Naval  constructors  don't  have 
y practical  knowledge  outside  of  the  Navy;  they  don't  have  experience  like  those  who 
lild  merchant^ vessels.  The  private  constructor  has  all  kinds  of  vessels  to  build,  and  it  is 
his  interest  to  build  economically  and  well,  for  if  he  don't  he  won't  get  work.  A  man 
UlbaUd  seven  to  nine  ships  in  one  yard  in  a  year,  while  in  the  Navy  a  constructor  builds 
De  OT  two  in  a  life-time;  the  late  war  is  an  exception  to  the  rnle.  Their  experience  in  navy- 
vds  is  in  repairing  vessels.  Another  mistake  is  retiring  naval  constructors  at  sixty-two. 
I  vn  siitj-six,  and  the  man  I  served  my  time  with  is  yet  living.  Ship-builders  are  remark- 
ibkfor  their  longevity. 

Q.  According  to  your  best  judgment,  could  the  work  be  done  more  reasonably  by  contract 
oouide  the  yard  than  by  the  Government  itself  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can't^ou  always  get  more  labor  from  your  men  than  the  Grovernment  can  ? — A.  Yes, 
n. 

Q.  Is  it  economical  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  purchase  this  live  oak  in  great 

quMiitieg  before  it  is  wanted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  that  has  been  done  extensively  7 — A.  I  do.     Live  oak  is  not  a  tim- 
^  Wthat  will  bear  exposure  to  the  sun.     It  must  be  kept  in  the  shade  and  seasoned  gradually. 

If  it  is  not  entirely  covered  with  water  the  frost  gets  into  the  heart-caiia)  at  the  northern  navy- 

yink,  and  it  splits  badly.     In  getting  spars  for  this  same  ship  Enterprise,  fifteen  spars  were 

Rjtcted  on  that  account. 
Q.  Does  your  son  do  any  business  for  the  Navy  Department  f — A.  No,  sir ;  my  son  is  my 

eierk. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  there  is  such  a  vast  accumulation  of  live  oak  ?— A.  Only  this,  that 
ili  the  live  oak  was  consumed  during  the  war. 

Q.  Is  there  any  danger  of  there  being  an  exhaustion  of  the  supply  of  live  oak  ? — A.  I  am 
tot  able  to  answer  that;  there  is  a  large  quantity  being  cut  and  carried  away.  There  are 
wnedojcn  or  twenty  different  kinds  of  timber  adapted  to  ship-building. 

Q.  Did  you  publish  a  Nautical  Magazine  some  years  ago  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  My  first  work 
ttiiii|>>haildine  was  written  in  1850 ;  in  1854  I  published  the  Ship-Builders'  Manual,  and  in 
^^and  1856  1  published  the  Nautical  Magazine.  Now  I  am  publishing  the  Progressive 
Skip-Bailder. 

Q-  State  how  the  vessels  of  our  Navy  compare  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  speed 
»  eoDc«fned. — A.  We  have  only  one  in  our  Navy  which  is  a  match  for  the  best  vessels  in 
^  Wish  navy;  that  is  the  Florida. 

Q-  How  many  knots  an  hour  can  she  make  ? — A.  I  think  16. 

.  k'  What  is  the  average  speed  of  our  vessels  ? — A.  The  average  speed  before  the  war  was 
f4uknot«,aod  the  average  speed  since  has  been  8.31. 

Q.  How  would  you  remedy  this  t— A.  The  secret  of  fast  vessels  is  light  draught.  Although 
^British  navy  have  some  fast  vessels,  they  keep  loading  on  the  iron,  and  consequently  the 
Bntiih  nary  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  or  what  the  English  nation  think  it  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Wiard  boiler-attachment  ? — A.   The  compound 
^raod  engine  is  a  high-pressure  condensing  engine.    The  principle  is  old.     It  has  too 
^  weight— too  heavy.     I  think  the  vertical  engine  is  better  than  the  horizontal,  but  when 
^imsist  upon  having  the  machinery  below  the  water-line  you  cannot  expect  a  high  rate  of 
^9^    In  regard  to  the  timber-bending  machine,  I  will  say  that  my  foreman  would  bend 
'i^koe^  In  eight  hours,  two  knees  at  a  time,  and  he  didn't  think  that  anything  like  its 
^■city.    The  man  they  have  now  in  charge  of  it  is  partially  deaf,  and  as  you  have  to  guide 
^  nachine  in  some  measure  by  sound,  of  course  he  cannot  operate  it  successfully. 
y.  Don't  naval  constructors,  under  the  system  now  in  vogue,  have  great  facilities  for  col- 
*4iBf  with  cootractors? — A.  I  do  not  know  ;  there  are  certainly  chances  for  it. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  case  where  they  did  so  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
^.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  statements  to  that  effect  f — A.  Only  rumors. 
k'  Til]  me  any  rumors. — A.  I  heard  Mr.  Varuey's  statement  in  connection  with  Mr.  Hartt. 
^.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  other  ? — A.  There  is  a  great  deal  in  keeping  the  accounts  be- 
^een  one  bureau  and  another.    Each  bureau  has  its  own  plans  for  its  part  of  the  ship,  and 
f'^^Wfipiently  a  great  deal  of  confusion  arises. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  corruption  in  the  Navy  ? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 
^.  Have  you  known  of  anybody  to  assert  of  their  own  knowledge  they  knew  of  any  Tf — 
^  I  iave  beard  a  great  deal  said,  but  know  of  nothing  myself. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  29, 1876.  3 
ioBx  W.  Griffiths  recalled. 
By  the  Chairman: 

*tf*«ioo.  Yon  have  been  sworn  already  in  this  matter?— A.  I  was,  by  Mr.  Willis,  a  few 
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Q.  How  came  you  to  appear  before  Mr.  Willis  as  a  witness  ? — A.  Some  of  my  friends,  Mr. 
Gibbons  for  one,  wrote  me  in  regard  to  a  newspaper^article  that  appeared  derogatory  to  my 
character. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  inform  you  ? — A.  No,  sir — yes  ;  one  of  my  sons  sent  me  an  article 
cut  out  of  the  newspaper.  Perhaps  I  had  better  explaiu  why  I  did  not  myself  see  it.  My 
eyes  have  been  overtaxed  for  the  last  few  months,  and  an  oculist  told  me  I  must  stop  and 
give  them  a  rest,  and  I  have  not  read  the  papers. 

Q.  You  had  no  communication  with  Mr.  Hanscom  in  regard  to  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  came  voluntarily  as  a  witness  ? — A.  I  did.    I  was  urged  to  come  by  my  friends. 

Q.   You  sold  a  bending-machine  to  the  Government,  did  you  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  price  ? — A.  The  whole  work  was  $160,000. 

Q.  Who  were  your  partners  in  that  ? — A.  I  represented  a  company. 

Q.  Who  were  the  members  of  that  company? — A.  The  president  was  Charles  Allen 
Brown. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  stockholders  ? — A.  There  was  a  number.  I  was  one  stock- 
holder in  it ;  I  owned  an  eighth  of  it. 

•  Q.  Putting  it  direcily  to  you,  I  ask  you  if  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  was  in 
any  way  connected  with  that  company  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.    Was  Mr.  William  L.  Hanscom  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Prior  to  your  sale  of  that  bending-machine  to  the  Government,  had  you  not  failed  ? — 
A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  pay,  or  give,  any  commission  or  fee,  or  anything  of  value,  or  promise  any  fee, 
commission,  or  anything  of  value,  to  any  person  to  eifect  that  sale  to  the  Government  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  or  give  anything  to  any  one,  or  have  it  done  afterward,  after  the  sale  of 
it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  charge  made  against  William  or  Isaiah  Hanscom  for  re- 
ceiving $5,000,  or  any  other  sum  of  money,  in  connection  with  the  public  service? — A.  I 
have  heard  rumors  that  they  received  money,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  kind  ;  I 
know  nothing,  of  myself,  at  all. 

Q.  Did  not  a  son  of  yours  make  such  a  charge  against  them  ? — A.  I  understood  he  did, 
out  of  spite  against  Mr.  Browne,  who  had  discharged  him.     It  grew  out  of  the  fact  of  a  little/ 

Eatent  that  he  took  out  on  that  machine  just  before  the  last  payment  was  made.  He  withV 
eld  that  patent,  knowing  that  the  company  could  not  receive  the  last  payment  unless  thai 
patent  was  signed.  He  held  that  as  a  threat  over  the  company,  that  he  would  have  what 
money  he  wanted. 

Q.  Mr.  Browne,  of  whom  you  speak,  is  the  president  of  the  Bending-  Machine  Company  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  not  that  company  failed  or  become  bankrupt  before  you  sold  that  machine  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  it  any  member  of  Congress  in  either  branch  was  a  member  of  that  company  ? 
— A.  No,  sir ;  there  has  since.  Mr.  Williams  has  since  been  elected  a  member,  but  that  was 
long  after  the  machine  was  built,  and  a  ship  built  upon  it. 

Q.  I  had  reference  to  the  time  of  the  sale  to  the  Government. — A.    No,  sir. 

Q.  Explain  the  threat  to  its  full  extent  made  by  your  son  against  Mr.  Browne. — A.  Well, 
that  he  would  have  a  sum  for  his  services  commensurate  with  his  duties.  He  thought  that 
he  ought  to  have  more  than  his  salary.  His  salary  I  do  not  remember  now.  It  seems  to 
me  it  was  a  hundred  dollars  a  month,  or  something  like  that.  He  thought  he  was  entitled 
to  more. 

Q.  Now,  didn't  he  make  that  threat  having  in  his  possession  correspondence  upon  the  part 
of  Mr.  William  L.  Hanscom  and  Mr.  Isaiah  Hanscom  ? — A.  He  had  no  correspondence  to  my 
knowledge.  I  think  not.  It  was  a  disposition  on  his  part  to  extort  extra  pay,  to  which  he 
was  not  entitled.  Ho  got  that  patent  out  without  my  knowledge.  I  did  not  know  it  until 
he  showed  it  to  me. 

Q.  He  got  his  pay,  did  he  ? — A.  He  got  his  pay  right  along — ^yes,  sir;  but  he  thought  be 
ought  to  have  more,  and  used  this  means  to  get  it. 

Q.  I  mean  he  got  what  you  say  he  extorted  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  got  it ;  I  think  it  was 
$4,000  from  Mr.  Browne  before  he  would  assign  that  patent,  knowing  that  they  could  not  get 
their  last  payment  until  he  made  that  assignment. 

Q.  Was  your  son  at  that  time  a  partner  with  you,  or  interested  in  it? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Has  he  since  been  a  partner  of  yours? — A.  No,  sir;  not  since  he  was  discharged.  I 
took  another  son  in  company  with  me. 

Q.  Has  he  not  since  been  employed  by  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  not  since  had  a  contract  with  the  Navy  Department? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my 
knowledge.  As  I  told  you,  when  Mr.  Browne  discharged  him,  I  let  him  go,  and  took  another 
son. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  son  ? — A.  O.  W.  Griffiths. 

Q.  That  made  a  change  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  ? — A.  In  Williamsburgh,  I  think. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  extent  of  your  dealings  with  the  Bureau  of  Construction  since  the 
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j«M  1869  ? — A-  The  date  that  machioery  was  received  and  tlie  pajmeDt  made,  I  cannot  tell 
j(Mi  from  memory .  If  you  have  got  the  date  there  and  know  it,  1  can  refer  to  that.  If  that 
u  the  date  you  refer  to,  I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  Thit  was  yoar  first  transaction  with  the  Bureau  of  Construction  since  1869? — A.  I 
tidnkso;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  HaYe  you  had  any  other  transaction  ? — A.  No  other  transaction  than  the  contract  for 
tills  ship,  the  Enterprise. 

Q.  The  bailBing:  of  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  were  at  Portsmouth  upon  the  23d  day  of  August,  at  the  time  Mr.  Hanscom  adver- 
tbed  that  he  would  be  there  to  meet  bidders,  were  you  nott— A.  I  think  so;  he  invited 
ship-bnilders  to  come  and  look  at  the  facilities  of  the  yard  for  building  vessels  prior  to  their 
lukioganj  contracts. 

Q.  Had  joa  seen  Mr.  Hanscom  prior  to  that  date  ? — A.  It  strikes  me  I  had. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  him  in  the  city  of  Boston,  at  a  hotel  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  will  show 
yootht document  he  made  out;  it  is  in  evidence  there — you  have  got  it  in  evidence.  The 
idTertisemeut  led  me  to  conclude  it  was  for  the  whole  ship  he  designed  to  contract,  and 
vbeDl  asked  him  at  that  interview  if  I  was  correct  in  regard  to  that,  he  stated  no  ;  that  h« 

^id  not  design  to  contract  for  the  whole  ship,  to  complete  it,  but  that   much  of  it.     That  is 

hi  own  handwriting. 
iTb«  witness  exhibits  the  paper.) 
^.  You  state  that  the  copy  that  you  have  made  of  the  memorandum  of  work  to  be  done 

apon  the  Enterprise,  furnished  to  you  by  Mr.  Hanscom  in  his  own  handwriting,  was  done  at 

wJtoo!— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  state  so. 
Q-  Where  was  it  done  / — A.   I  state  that  that  was  done  in  Boston,  but  that  was  the  amount 

«t  work  that  bidders  were  expected  to  bid  on.     A  man   must  know  what  he  is  going  to  bid 

^wWfore  he  bids.     The  advertisement  was  different  to  it,  and  I  wanted  a  fair  explanation, 

u4  be  gave  me  that. 

Bj  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Why  should  he  give  a  letter  separate  from  the  proposals  advertised  ? — A.  That,  gentle- 
■a  wa«  given  in  explanation  of  what  the  amount  of  work  was  which  was  advertised  to 

iT1j«  memorandum  presented  by  the  witness  is  as  follows:  **  Work  to  be  dene  by  the 
f^'  sbip  to  be  put  in  frame;  planking  inside  and  out,  from  keel  to  rail;  ports 
^lof^:  rail  put  on;  channels  and  chains,  air-ports,  deck-lights,  ventilating,  chain-pipes, 
'*^^n,  magazine  scuttles  complete;  decks,  including  beams,  ledges,  carlines,  comb- 
i^?»,  sumcbions,  deck-planking,  complete ;  lockers,  magazines,  hatches,  gratings,  store- 
^voiiuthe  bold,  rails,  main  hammock  and  hfe,  hammock  stanchions;  poop-deck  in  fore> 
f»*t!f, forecastle-deck  complete,  with  the  iron- work  for  the  same.") 

Bj  the  Chairman  : 

^-  That  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Hanscom  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
*l  At  what  place  was  it  furnished  to  you  ? — A.  The  Revere  House,  in  Boston. 
Q  Prior  to  the  day  at  which  bidders  met? — A.  O,  yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know  but  weeks 
^ehtnd— immediately  after  the  announcement  was  made  in  the  papers,  or  the  advertise- 

Q-  laak  jon  if  you  did  not  meet  Mr.  Hanscom  at  the  Revere  House,  in  Boston,  when  he 
•toonthe  way  to  the  Kittery  navy-yard. — A.  No,  sir. 

J^f  Did  Tou  travel  with  him  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  understood  that 
"'u  t<)  be  in  BoHtnn,  and  understanding  that  he  was  to  stop  at  the  Revere  House.  I 
'QStherr  and  saw  him.     He  had  business  with  other  men  at  the  time. 

Q'  I  a*k  3' on  if,  upon  the  day  lie  went  to  Kittery,  the  23d  day  of  August,  to  meet  bidders 
If ^JBtractors,  mechanics,  &c.,  you  did  not  meet  him  at  Boston  while  he  was  on  his  way 
>6 ikat mfieting T — A.  No, sir;  I  was  there  before. 

Ji  Yoa  saw  him,  did  you  Y — A.  I  saw  him.  I  saw  him  in  Boston,  and  I  saw  him  in  the 
^^^jard,  as  other  men  saw  him  at  the  same  time. 

Q-  Dui  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  this  Enterprise,  the  building  of 
^Kttbutime? — A.  Nothing  beyond  the  facilities — the  house  she  was  to  be  built  in,  and 
^^iities  of  the  yard,  to  look  at  them  ;  to  see  what  they  were.  I  was  not  familiar  with 
'■^ftaolsof  the  yard,  nor  were  any  of  the  bidders,  unless  some  that  lived  there  were. 

Q- 1  ask  you  if  it  was  not  understood  between  you  and  Mr.  Hanscom  at  that  time  that 
.^»e«to  get  the  building  of  the  Enterprise? — A.  No,  sir;  emphatically,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yoa  not  so  stated  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not. 

M'  Ipoo  the  23d  of  August,  1873 A.  I  take  it  for  granted  you  have  got  the  date;  I 

•iw  know  anything  about  it.     My  memory  is  not  good  on  dates. 

^.  h  ii  the  time  that  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  yourselt,  and  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  others  were 
"'ie  Kittery  yard. — A.  I  was  not  at  the  Kittery  yard  when  Mr.  Carmichael  was  there. 

k'  Von  were  there,  however,  at  the  time  Mr.  Hanscom  was  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  Sec- 
'*•!   Tbey  suid  several  days  ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  there  twice,  but  they  were 
"^Tidnilj  a  day  or  two,  I  think. 
X  Did  TOO  make  a  proposition  on  that  day  ' — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  How  loD^  after  that  was  it  before  yoa  made  it  ? — A.  My  proposals  were  not  made 
until  the  day  on  which  they  were  to  be  opened.  They  were  then  handed  into  the  bareauon 
the  day—perhaps  within  an  hour  of  the  time  of  opening. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Hanscom  returned  from  the  Kittery  navy-yard,  did  yon  meet  him  in  Bos* 
ton  f — A.  I  think  not,  but  I  will  not  be  positive. 

Q.  At  the  Quincy  House  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  you  did  not  see  him  upon  his  return  T — A.    Yes,  sit 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  between  the  23d  day  of  Aufrust,  1873,  that  bein^  the  day  when  he 
exhibited  the  model,  drawing,  and  specifications  to  bidders  at  Kittery,  ana  the  day  the  cou* 
tract  was  let  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not  until  the  time  I  put  my  bid  in. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  or  communicAtion  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  construcior  or  the  assistant  constructor  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  that 
vou  had  met  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  that  you  knew  you  were  ^ing  to  get  the  contract?— A. 
No,  sir ;  Mr.  Webb,  the  constructor,  went  through  the  yard  to  show  us  the  facilities  of  the 
vard,  I  think  ;  whether  Mr.  Hanscom  was  with  him  I  do  not  know,  but  he  was  detailed 
by  the  chief  to  go  and  show  us  the  facilities  of  the  yard,  the  blacksmith-shop,  the  saws, 
and  the  house.  The  chief  was  also  in  the  house  to  show  what  a  fine  house  there  was,  the 
Franklin  ship-house.  The  two  vessels  were  to  be  entirely  distinct  from  each  other,  and  had 
separate  places  in  the  yard.  It  was  then  suggested  to  Mr  Webb  that  he  saw  out  the  frames, 
and  pile  up  the  frames  in  each  bouse  so  that  there  could  be  a  fair  start  together,  whoerer 
got  it. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  did  not  say  to  either  the  constructor  or  the  assistant  constructor  at 
the  Kittery  navy-yard  that  you  knew  before  the  contract  was -made  that  you  were  going  to 
get  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  nor  no  living  man.  That  is  a  base  slander,  whoever  said  it,  like  the 
rest  of  the  Varney  statement. 

Q.  You  entered  into  a  written  contract  upon  the  acceptance  of  your  proposal,  did  jovl 
not  f — A.  The  contract  was  made  on  this  basis,  as  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  entered  into  a  written  contract? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  gave  surety  for  its  faithful  performance? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  After  It  was  made,  has  there  been  any  alteration  made  therein? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to 
mv  knowledge.  Yes ;  there  has  been  where  it  conflicts.  In  almost  every  Government  ves- 
sel, when  plans  conflict,  one  or  the  other  must  give  way.     The  plans  seldom  harmonize. 

Q.  Plans  of  whom  ? — A.  Plans  of  different  bureaus.  A  plan  comes  from  an  equipment 
bureau,  and  another  from  a  construction  bureau,  and  if  they  do  not  harmonize  with  eacix 
other,  one  or  the  other  must  give  way ;  there  must  be  a  change. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  made  your  proposal,  were  not  the  model,  tlie  drawings,  and  the  spe^ 
cifications  of  the  vessel  submitted  to  youf — A.  I  never  had  seen  the  model,  I  think,  until 
after  the  ship  was  half  done.     I  saw  no  model  at  the  time,  only  the  drawing  and  specifica- 
tion.   The  drawing  was  a  part  of  the  contract.     With  the  drawing  I  had  nothing  to  do, 
I  did  not  lay  the  ship  down.    The  molds  were  furnished  and  the  timber-frame  all  sawed 
out.     With  the  draught  of  the  ship  I  had  nothing  to  do. 

Q.  To  what  extent  had  those  alterations  been  made  f — A.  W^ell,  without  referring  to  my 
papers,  I  could  not  tell  you.     I  did  not  agree  to  make  allerations. 

Q.  Have  you  made  more  than  one  contract  in  regard  to  this  Enterprise  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  many  ? — A.  I  made  a  contract  to  launch  her.  After  she  had  been  accepted 
on  the  stocks  she  was  afloat :  she  was  off  my  hands ;  they  accepted  her  then. 

Q.  What  sum  of  money  was  paid,  or  agreed  to  be  paid,  to  you  for  launching  her  !— 
A.   $2,000. 

Q.    Have  you  received  that? — A.    I  have. 

Q.   Have  you  received  any  extra  pay  or  compensation? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.    What  amount?— A.   $4,000. 

Q.    What  was  that  for? — A,   For  detention,  delay. 

Q.  No  bther  items  ? — A.  That  is  not  the  full  amount ;  the  balance  is  to  be  adjudicated  by 
referees. 

Q.  I  mean,  what  items  entered  into  this  extra  pay  ? — A.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  the  ma- 
terials were  to  be  furnished  as  required.  I  had  eight  months  to  build  that  vessel  in.  I  was 
on  time.  The  materials  were  to  be  furnished  as  I  required,  and  the  facilities  of  the  yard. 
When  1  came  to  want  fillings,  I  was  delayed  there.  When  I  came  to  require  plank,  the 
plank  was  inferior.  Vessels  are  always  planked  by  subcontract.  It  is  a  kind  of  work  you 
cannot  well  do  by  the  day,  to  do  it  with  facilities  and  all.  In  private  yards  planking  is 
done  by  the  day,  because,  if  you  have  a  heated  plank  in  the  steam-box,  and  the  bell  rings 
too  quick,  you  do  not  leave  that  plank  there;  you  work  it,  and  therefore  it  is  "give  and 
take;"  and  such  jobs  are  done  by  contract.  Now,  the  plank  was  inferior,  and  my  con- 
tractor threw  up  his  contract.  Sometimes  three  planks  out  of  four  would  be  condemned. 
I  could  not  put  anything  but  first-class  plank  in.  I  could  make  them  first  class  with  a  great 
deal  of  work.  A  piece  must  be  cut  out  of  this  edge  and  that  edge,  and  knot-holes 
would  have  to  be  plugged  up.  It  required  extra  work.  He  threw  his  contract  up,  and  I 
had  to  wait  for  plank.  Then,  when  I  came  to  plank,  as  far  as  the  plank  went  on,  it  was 
necessary  to  fasten  them.     The  fastening  of  war-vessels  is  square,  and  the  copper  in  the  hot- 
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cAvry  it  myself,  I  took  that  course.  There  would  be  no  rule  fixed  for  that  at  all,  because 
when  they  had  the  teams  employed,  or  when  they  were  using  a  saw  or  plane,  I  waited  until 
they  frot  through. 

Q.  Had  not  you  commenced  the  building  of  the  Enterprise  from  twenty  to  thirty  or  forty 
days  before  the  constructor  commenced  the  building  of  the  vessel  that  Mr.  Webb  was  en- 
gaged  in  building  ? — A.  No,  sir;  the  keel  was  going  out  and  put  together  alongside  of  the 
platers*  shop  when  I  first  commenced,  and  the  timber  was  being  sawed  in  the  ship-house. 

Q.  When  you  commenced  work  upon  the  Enterprise,  was  not  Mr.  Webb  working  upon 
the  Marion  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Did  not  you  have  the  advantage  in  the  selection  of  the  house,  in  getting  the  first  open 
house, the  Marion  being  in  the  other?  Did  not  you  have  the  advantage  of  some  twenty  or 
thirty  davsf — A.  Well,  I  do  not  so  understand  it,  for  the  reason  that  the  Franklin  ship-house 
is  near  the  extreme  end  of  the  yard,  and  the  blacksmith's  shop  and  the  usual  facilities 
around  there  were  nearer  the  ship-house  in  which  he  built  his  ship.  The  conveyance  was 
farther.     From  the  platers'  shop  we  were  about  an  equal  distance,  I  should  judge. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  how  much  you  have  received  from  the  Government  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  Enterprise? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  received  $46,200;  that  was  the  amount  of  my  con- 
tract. I  received  that  fortnightly,  as  it  was  advanced.  Every  fortnight  I  would  show  the 
constructor  the  extent  of  my  pay-roll  and  ask  a  payment  of  that  amount.  Of  course  he  kept 
some  back  all  the  while  ;  paia  me  what  he  pleased,  and  in  that  way  I  received  the  payment 
of  the  first  contract ;  for  tlie  launching  I  received  that  $2,000  in  one  payment.  The  con- 
tract, that  is  now  nearly  completed,  for  the  spars  was  $6,500.  There  I  did  all  the  work,  iron- 
work and  all,  painting  all  the  spar-maker's  work,  the  plater's  work,  the  iron-work,  the  black- 
smith's work,  and  the  platers'  shop  at  the  same  time,  which  is  the  finishing — the  painting. 
1  do  not  think  there  is  anything  more  in  that  contract. 

Q.  That  is,  you  received  $46,200,  and  $2,000  for  launching  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  $4,000  on  account  of  extras? — A.  Yes, sir  ;  not  extras— $4,000  for  delays,  viola- 
tions of  contract.  The  contract  on  the  spars  cannot  be  completed  until  the  spars  are  in  and 
the  holes  cut.  Thejpaint  is  put  on  when  they  are  in  the  shop,  and  then  they  received  two 
coats.  I  think  within  a  day  or  two,  and  I  do  not  know  but  to-day,  that  contract  is  com- 
pleted.    It  should  have  been  done  by  the  middle  of  this  week. 

Q.  That  contract  was  $6,500?— A.  That  was  $6,500. 

Q.  With  your  further  claim  of  $1,926  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  contract  between  the  time  the  ship  was  launched  and  the  time  the  spars 
wore  done  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  been  waiting  for  the  iron-work,  and  we  took  another  con- 
tract to  do  all  the  carpentering  work  in  the  bureau  of  construction. 

Q.  On  this  sloop  or  war?— A. On  this  sloop  of  war;  the  carpenters,  the  joiners,  the 
calkers — it  was  to  be  caulked  you  know — coppering,  painting,  puttying,  the  cabin 
work  and  furniture,  and  I  think  the  plumbers  ;  that  contract  was  $'^5,000,  the  Government 
doing  the  blacksmith -work.  The  shops  were  engaged  for  other  vessels  and  there  were  no 
shops.     On  that  contract  there  is  $10,000  yet  held  by  the  Government. 

Q.  In  the  second  contract  and  the  third  contract  that  you  made  with  the  Government,  I 
ask  you  if  there  was  any  advertisement  or  public  proposal  made  of  these  contracts — I  mean 
the  second  and  third  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  them,  so  to  speak,  privately  with  the  head  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  I  made  them 
in  competition  with  the  constructor.  He  made  his  estimate  of  what  that  work  could  be  done 
for  by  the  day,  and  my  estimate  was  some  several  hundred  dollars  below  his.  The  gentle- 
men will  see  in  a  moment  the  impropriety  of  advertising  for  bids  for  one  man  to  come  and 
finish  another  man's  job.  The  ship  .was  done,  ready  to  launch.  A  war- vessel  is  only  about 
half  done  when  she  is  ready  to  launch,  and  then  launched  ;  that  was  the  end  and  comple- 
tion. Then  if  you  bring  another  man  to  finish  another  man's  work  under  an  advertisement 
of  that  kind,  you  see  what  confusion  it  would  make.  Hence  it  was  necessary  to  get  a  con- 
structor to  estimate  for  the  amount  of  work  that  was  required.  He  took  the  best  lights  he 
bad — his  assistants  all  over  the  yard  in  each  department — and  he  sent  his  estimates  to  Wash- 
ington.    I  asked  if  I  could  be  permitted  to  bid  on  that  work.     Yes,  I  might ;  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  the  estimates  made  by  the  constructor  before  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  sloop  Essex  was  built  at  the  same  time  with  the  Enterprise? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Essex  was  built  by  the  Government  in  the  yard  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  of  launching  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  she  was  towed  out  of  Boston  to  Donald  McKay  to  finish  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  would  there  not  have  beenjustas  much  propriety  in  the  Government  finishing  it 
after  you  built  it  as  there  was  in  its  being  finished  by  McKay  after  the  Government  built 
it  ? — A.  That  is  not  a  question  for  me  to  decide. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  competition  you  spoke  about — the  constructor's  estimates  in  regard 
to  your  second  and  third  contract  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  what  object  he  had,  but  I  understood 
there  was  an  estimate  from  the  constructor  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Your  proposal,  as  I  understood  you,  for  the  first  contract,  was  made  upon  that  memo- 
randum or  explanation  furnished  to  you  by  Mr.  Hanscom  ? — A.  No,  sir.  My  estimate  was 
made  on  that ;  yes,  sir ;  my  proposals  were  in  consonance  with  that,  and  presented  on  the 
day  at  which  the  bids  were  to  be  opened.  No  one  knew  what  was  in  thenci  out  myself;  my 
son  might  have  known. 
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Q.  It  is  ouly  a  mere  matter  of  adjustment? — A.  No  measure  of  damage;  it  is  only  a 
simple  agreement. 

Q.  Then  you  stated  that  one  of  the  contracts  contained  an  express  clause  that  the 
Governnient  should  not  pay  for  any  time. — A.  Yes :  that  is,  this  last  contract 

Q.  Have  you  preferred  any  claim  on  account  of  that  delay  7 — A.  I  have  not  preferred 
any  claim  at  all ;  the  job  is  not  done  and  I  do  not  know  what  delay  that  will  have 
caused.  I  have  waited,  as  I  told  you,  about  eight  months,  and  only  a  man  or  two  &t 
work  on  the  ships,  and  now  I  am  working  two  or  three  men  making  the  furniture ;  bat 
it  is  no  kind  of  consideration  to  have  two  or  three  men.  It  requires  no  more  time  for  roe 
to  work  forty  or  6fty  men  than  to  work  two  or  three ;  it  requires  my  time  and  my  son's 
time.  m 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  corruption  in  the  Navy  ? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowl-     ^ 
edge.  ^ 

Q.  Have  you  known  anybody  to  assert  of  his  own  knowledge  that  he  knew  of  any  T— A. 
Yes. 

Q.  I  read  from  an  answer  that  you  gave  the  other  day :  '*  I  have  heard  a  great  deal,  but  I 
know  nothing  myself."  Have  you  known  anybody  to  assert  of  his  own  knowledge  that  he 
knew  of  any  corruption — that  is,  do  you  know  of  parties  making  this  assertion  f — A.  I  ay 
no;  I  have  hcaid  rumors. 

Q.  You  admit  that  you  know  of  the  names  of  certain  persons  who  have  asserted  that  they 
had  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  corruption  in  the  Navy  Department.     Now  I  will  ask 
you  to  state  the  names  of  such  persons  who  have  asserted  that  tney  had  such  knowledge. — 
A.  I  am  not  sure  but  I  have  heard  my  foreman  say  that  things  were  not  right. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  your  foreman  ? — A.  My  foreman  is  dead,  as  I  stated.  His  name 
was  James  N.  Hallenbeck. 

Q.  Who  was  his  immediate  successor  as  foreman? — A.  That  ended  the  contract  and  fin- 
ished the  job  ;  the  vessel  was  finished  some  months  before  he  died. 

Q.  Where  did  he  livet — A.  He  lived  part  of  the  time  in  New  York.  His  father  was  itx 
New  Jersey,  some  where  about  Red  Hook. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  any  other  parties  ? — A.  I  know  of  no  other  parties  tha^* 
know  of  their  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  anvbody  say  that  there  was  corniption  in  the  Navy  Department! — ^ 
A.  Well,  if  you  consider  this  corruption,  to  employ  mechanics  or  men  in  the  yard  because  »*^ 
their  political  qualifications  rather  than  their  mechanical  qualifications,  I  do;  I  bave^> 
heard  ;  if  that  is  not  corruption,  I  do  not  know.    I  paid  no  attention  to  other  people's  bosi^ 
ness.     I  had  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  attend  to  my  own. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  name  you  can  mention  ? — A.  That  is  all  I  now  call  to  mind. 

Q.  What  particular  instance  of  corruption  did  your  foreman  mention  to  you? — A.  Why'  • 
men  that  were  incompetent  and  were  not  doing  the  thing  right ;  that  they  were  not  compe — 
tent  to  do  what  they  were  engaged  to  do.     Men,  for  instance,  operating  in  two  departments  ^ 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  That  they  were  on  two  pay-rolls  at  the  same  time  T— A^ 
Working  in  two  departments  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  meant  that  or  not. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — A.  I  drew  no  inference  from  it.  I  have  heard  hin^ 
speak  of  these  rumors. 

Q.  What  would  that  necessarily  mean ? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  should  think  it  was  no^ 
honest  between  man  and  man. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  meant  that  they  were  drawing  pay  in  two  places  at  the  same  time?' 
— A.  Yes  ;  it  seemed  to  me  so. 

Q.  Have  you  had  personal  observation  that  such  was  the  fact? — A.  I  have  not  examined 
the  pay-rolls  or  muster-rolls  of  the  yard  for  many  years.    I  do  not  know  how  that  was. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any* persons  say  that  they  were  drawing  pay  on  two  rolls  f — A.  No, 
sir ;  not  directly ;  I  never  aid.  I  have  heard  rumors  to  that  effect,  but  nothing  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  person  named  as  doing  that  ?  Did  you  hear  this  gentleman, 
or  bis  companion,  name  certain  persons  as  drawing  pay  on  two  rolls  ? — A.  I  cannot  identify 
any  person. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  person  who  made  the  remark  that  incompetent  persons  were 
employed  on  account  of  their  political  motives  ? — A.  I  have  heard  that  said. 

Q.  By  whom  have  you  heard  it  said  7 — A.  I  cannot  identify  any  particular  man. 

Q.  In  what  bureau  was  that  alleged  to  have  taken  place  T — A.  It  strikes  me  it  was  in  sev- 
eral bureaus.  You  see  I  am  doing  work  for  equipment  as  well  as  construction.  They  must 
come  together.  Therefore  I  come  in  contact  with  both,  although  my  contract  is  under  one 
borefto. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  of  the  Federal  Government  who  has  assisted  in  having 
those  incompetent  persons  employed  on  political  grounds? — A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say;  I  do 
not  know.  You  doubtless  think  my  position  is  peculiar  in  that  respect,  and  I  am  peculiar. 
I  had  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  attend  to  my  own  affairs.  I  never  attended  to  anybody 
else's.    These  things  came  to  me. 
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By  Mr.  Danpord  : 

Q.  Where  »  thnt  uewspaper  article  to  which  jour  atteution  was  called  f — A.  I  neyer  have 
>tn  it.    The  pieces  were  cut  out  and  seot  to  me. 

Q.  Where  are  the  pieies  ;  have  you  got  them f — A.  Not  with  me  ;  they  may  be  at  the 
koiel.    It  wu  in  the  Tribune.     This  letter  of  Mr.  Qibbon^s,  I  think,  inclosed  one  of  them. 

Q  Cao  yoa  refer  to  these  articles  so  that  we  can  g^t  them  f — A.  I  think  possibly  I  can 
p'«  ib«  dates,  so  that  you  can  get  the  papers. 

Q.  Will  you  produce  those  articles  and  let  the  committee  have  them  ? — A.  I  will  if  I  have 
tbftn.    TLey  may  be  at  my  house  in  Brooklyn,  or  among  the  papers  at  the  hotel. 

Q.  In  making  your  bid  upon  the  Enterprise,  what  advantage  over  those  who  had  no  other 
onportimiti»  than  the  advertisement,  did  you  derive  from  the  memorandum  made  by  Mr. 
Hio<)coin,a  copy  of  which  you  have  given  usf — A.  I  don*t  know  but  they  had  the  same. 
If  they  asked  tne  chief  for  an  explanation  they  got  it. 

Q.  Suppow  they  did  not  have  the  same  ? — A.  If  they  did  not  have  that  explanation,  there 
ta»  only  fo:^  between  the  bids,  and  they  must  have  calculated  pretty  closely. 

Q.  W'bat  did  you  understand  to  be  the  difference  between  the  advertisement  and  the 
Bnoorandam  T — A.  The  advertisement,  as  I  understood  it,  contemplated  finishing  the 
ikip. 

i).  That  is  the  way  you  understood  the  advertisement  f — A.  That  is  the  way  I  first  un- 
^tood  it,  until  it  was  explained. 

Q.  You  did  not  so  understand  the  memorandum  f — A.  After  I  received  the  memorandum 
I  diii  not  so  understand  it,  and  bid  accordingly. 
Q.  If  yoa  had  been  bidding  upon  your  understanding  of  the  advertisement,  you  would 
kiTft  made  your  bid  much  larger,  of  course,  than  you  did  make  itf— A.  I  would  have  bid 
iirtlie  whole  ship ;  my  specifications  would  have  covered  the  whole  thing,  and  that  would 
Wre  ended  iL  Then,  doubtless,  there  would  have  been  another  advertisement,  if  the  bid- 
^did  not  understand  the  proposal. 

^.  Do  you  know  whether  other  bidders  upon  this  ship  were  directed  in  making  their  bids 
lioK  by  the  advertisement,  or  whether  they  had  the  same  memorandum  that  you  had  ? — A. 
juke  It  for  granted,  although  I  have  never  heard  any  one  say  so,  that  the  parties  who  were 
i^ted  to  come  down  to  Kittery  yard  to  see  received  all  the  explanation  they  required.  The 
(^  of  the  bureau  was  there  several  days. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  they  got  all  the  information  that  you  had  f — A.  I  have 
»  reason  to'  doubt  it.  v 

Q.  That  is  all  that  is  contained  in  this  memorandum  7 — A.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

t).  Do  you  mean  to  assert  it  as  a  fact,  or  is  it  an  expression  of  opinion  on  your  part  ? — A. 
I  lave  DO  de6nite  knowledge  in  regard  to  it.  I  only  say  this,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
SiTy  and  the  chief  of  the  bureau  announced  a  notice  to  the  bidders  to  be  at  that  yard  at 
^tigi«  to  bear  explatations.  One  of  those  days  I  was  there,  and  I  understood  that  Mr. 
druichael  was  there  the  next  day. 

By  Mr.  Djlnpord: 

Q.  Were  there  other  bidders  present  on  the  day  you  were  there? — A.  We  bidders  were 
•w  who  lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Q.  Did  ibey  have  th«  same  opportunities  that  you  bad  to  hear  the  explanation  T — A.  They 
^  the  same  opportunities  that  I  had. 

y.  Voii  make  contracts  for  building  private  ship?  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

V  I  will  ask  you  whether  the  builaiug  of* a  ship  in  a  private  contract  does  not  include 
?>^f  the  veasel  in  the  water  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not  unless  you  agree  to  build  a  ship  to  com- 
^■tioa.    Other  wise  it  does  not. 

By  Mr  Burleigh: 

Q-  Do»  not  the  contract  to  build  the  hull  and  spars  of  a  ship  include  putting  her  in  the 
•««?— A..  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  W'bat  have  the  spars  to  do  with  the  launching  of  her  ? — A.  That  is  quite  another  ques- 
^-  When  you  propuse  to  launch  a  ship  you  have  got  to  test  her  to  determine  whether 
■^  ii  tifiii.     You  cannot  do  that  until  she  is  overboard. 

k  VuQ  couid  not  test  your  work  until  she  was  in  the  water? — A.  She  was  watered  like 
«h.  r  ftbipa. 

<({.  &  r  was  watered  at  the  Government  expense  and  not  yours  7 — A.  I  had  the  facilities 
^  the  eogiaes,  hose,  dtc,  of  the  yard.    My  own  men  attended  to  it* 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

k'  b  building  ships  for  private  individuals  did  you  ever  make  extra  charge  for  launching 

•^'hat  yoa  remember  7— A.  No,  sir;  when  I  built  the  Pawnee,  I  built  her  by  the  day, 

"■^  looBpkt&d  her,     I  bailt  her  for  the  Government  in  the  Goveinment  yard  at  Philadel- 
phia 
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Q.  How  many  other  veRsels  built  for  the  Government  have  jou  made  a  charge  forlanDcb* 
inc^f — A.  I  never  bailt  a  vessel  nnder  circumstances  like  this  before.  It  was  an  ezperimeot 
whether  the  work  could  be  done  by  contract  in  the  navy-yard.  This  is  the  only  one,  per- 
haps, that  ever  was  built  so. 

By  Mr.  Willis  : 

Q.  Were  you  advised  by  any  one  that  your  attendance  was  required  here  as  a  witness  ?- 
A.  No,  sir;  my  promptings  came  from  Mr.  Gibbons. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  gentleman  received  any  intimation  that  your  attendance    ' 
here  would  be  desirable? — A.  I  do  not  know.  \ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  read  or  show  a  memorandum  furnished  you  by  Mr.  Hanscom  to  any  other    ' 
contractor?    If  so,  to  whom  did  you  show  it  ? — A.  No, sir;  at  least  I  do  not  call  to  roiod 
any.    Let  me  distinguish.    There  was  an  advertisepaent  for  a  vessel  to  be  built  outside  ot 
the  navy-yard.     You  do  not  connect  these  two  at  all,  do  you  ? 

Q.  No,  sir.— A.  Then  I  say  no. 

Q.  After  the  election  of  Mr.  Williams  as  a  member  of  the  Bending-Machine  Compaoy 
was  there  any  vessel  built  on  timber  bent  for  her  by  this  machine  ? — A.  No,  sir;  the  ship 
was  built,  but  the  Gk)vemment  knew  nothing  about  it  until  their  attention  was  called.  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  of  the  Boston  yard,  directed  Mr.  Hanscom  to  see  to  the  ship,  the  bendiof; 
of  the  timber. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  that  ship  f — A.  The  New  Era 

Q.  Were  the  timbers  of  any  other  ship  ever  bent  by  that  machine t — A.  Yes,  sir;  the 
Pawnee  had  as  many  bent  for  her  as  I  could  get  bent  in  1564. 

Q.  Any  after  the  Era  ? — A.  Yes ;  the  knees  put  in  the  Vandalia,  now  in  Hampton 
Roads,  were  bent  timber.    The  plank  around  her  stem  were  l)ent  on  that  machine. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  Mr.  Williams  has  not  declared  within  your  knowledge  that  he  did  not 
want  to  see  either  the  Gk)vemment  or  any  individual  build  a  vessel  out  of  timber  bent  by 
that  machine? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Williams  has  stated.  He  never  stated  that  to 
me.     I  do  not  know  what  he  stated.     I  cannot  answer  for  him. 

By  Mr.  Danford  : 

Q.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  merchant  in  Boston,  isn't  he  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  formerly  a  member  of 
Congress. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  To  whonn  did  the  New  Era  belong  ? — A.  She  belonged  to  Charles  L.  Browne,  William 
T.  Glidden,  and  William  D.  Ross.  The  performance  of  that  ship  can  be  got  at  any  time  jou 
want  it. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Williams  have  any  interest  in  the  New  Era  ? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  he 
did.   Glidden  and  Thomas  owned  a  part  of  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  any  reliable  information,  of  any  gift  or  fee  or  commisston 
being  paid  to  uny  one,  in  reference  to  any  contract  to  be  made,  or  contract  already  made  ?— 
A.  To  an  officer  of  the  Government,  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  information  upon  that  subject  that  you  could  give  the  committee  ? — A.  I 
have  not.  I  have  here  a  paper  which  I  desire  to  have  'made  a  matter  of  record  before  the 
commitee.   It  is  as  follows : 

**  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  so  well  pleased  with  the  work  done  by  you,  in  building  the  Enterprise 
for  the  United  States  Government,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  informing  you  that  nothinf^ 
else  could  have  been  expected  of  one  so  well  known  and  whose  reputation  stands  so  high 
as  a  naval  constructor  and  ship- builder. 

**  Your  past  history  and  ability  have  been  before  this  country  through  your  published 
works  on  ship-building  and  the  many  vessels  of  your  design  and  construction,  which  ren- 
ders it  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak  more  particularly  of  your  superior  qualifications ;  and 
should  any  question  arise  relative  thereto,  which  could  tend  to  affect  your  standing  abroad, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  refer  to  this  Department  for  information  or  for  its  recommendation. 
*•  Very  respectfully,  &.C., 

**L  HANSCOM, 
'' Chief  of  Bureau. 

"  Mr.  John  W.  Griffiths, 

"  Portsmouth,  N.  W 

Tliis  arose  from  some  scurrilous  articles  in  the  papers  coming  from  Portsmouth,  or  its 
vicinity. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  of  those  articles  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  I  did  not  keep  them. 
But  my  instructions  to  my  foreman  were  to   do  the  work  a  little  better  than  the  ordinary 
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ilwork.becanse  contract-work  was  under  a  clondf  and  it  woald  not  pass  as  of  equal 

ility  unless  done  a  little  better. 

\.  What  was  the   parport  of  the  articles  which  called  out  that  letter — what  did  they 

irc«?— A,  Well,  that  the  ship  was  built  on  the  old  Enterprise  bottom,  and  the  work,  the 

ierial»,  &c.,  were  bad,  and  tne  seams  had  lath  in  them,  instead  of  bein^  properly  calked. 

*t »  my  memory.    I  cannot  give  it  to  you  exactly. 

^.  WMther«  no  naoie  signed  to  itf — A.  No,  sir  ;  no  name.    It  was  in  the  New  York  Sun. 

It  it  could  be  traced  ;   its  whole  character  seemed  to  me  to  justify  one  in  thinking  that  it 

BM  from  that  yard. 

Q.  You  ire  not  a  practical  shipwright,  are  you  ? — A.  I  went  as  an  apprentice  to  Stephen 

iwrence,  New  York  City,  the  1st  of  March,  1823,  and  served  my  time  with  him. 


Washington,  March  2,  1876. 
Thomas  E.  Webb  sworn  and  examined,  as  follows : 

lam  Daval  constructor  at  the  Washington  navy-yard  at  present.  Six  years  ago  I  was  in 
tbiNorfblk  navy-yard  as  naval  constructor;  since  which  time  I  have  been  stationed  fur 
thm  Tears  and  three  months  at  the  Kittery  navy -yard.  I  was  then  on  special  duty  at  Rio 
^Jiaetro  four  months  and  twelve  days.  I  was  then  on  waiting-orders  for  about  one 
woth,  and  finally  was  ordered  to  where  I  am  now  stationed. 

Bf  the  Chairman  : 

Qoestion.  Dnnng  the  time  that  you  were  stationed  at  Kittery,  were  the  two  vessels  of  the 
Qfiit  sloops  of  war  aathorized  by  an  act  of  Congress,  known  as  the  Essex  and  the  Enter- 
pri«,  being  built  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were. 

Q.  1«  either  of  those  vessels  completed  ?— -  A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Until  completed  how  can  you  well  ascertain  the  cost  of  either  of  them  f  Can  you  do 
iutll?— A  Yes,  sir  ;  the  cost  can  be  ascertained  up  to  any  day,  but  a  computation  has  to. 
^  Ijy  » regular  survey. 

Q.  ]  mean  can  the  entire  actual  cost  be  ascertained  nntil  the  vessel  is  completed  7— A  No,. 
^-  What  1  meant  to  say  was  that  the  cost  of  either  one  of  those  vessels  up  to  that  dato 
^^  be  ascertained  ;  but  the  cost  as  it  will  be  when  finally  completed  cannot  be  ascertained^ 
o»pt  by  estimate. 

Q.  Which  one  of  these  vessels  was  bnilt  by  the  Government  and  which  by  the  contractor  7 — 
^  Tbe  Enterprise  by  the  contractor.  The  Essex  by  the  Qovemmout.  The  name  of  the 
ewuirtor  was  John  W.  GriflSths. 

<}.  Were  you  appointed  superintendent  of  the  construction  of  the  Enterprise,  or  desig 
mhI  to  any  such  duty? — A.  I  was  designated  by  the  commandant  of  the  station, under 
*k«e  order  I  acted,  to  act  as  inspector  on  that  stiip ;  and  at  a  subsequent  period  was 
Kborixed  by  him  to  associate  Mr.  Philip  Hitcbman  with  myself  as  uispector.- 

Q.  In  the  performance  of  your  duty,  state  whether  you  were  or  were  not  furnished  with 

eopfof  the  contract  made  by  Mr.  Griffiths. — A.  I  was  furnished  with  the  contract,  speci- 

(WOB.  attd  drawings. 

Q.  Have  yon  a  copy  of  that  contract  now  that  you  could  furnish  the  committee  1 — ^A.  I 

ivr  tbe  contract  by  which  I  was  guided  while  superintending  her  in  my  possession. 

(Pkodaoes  it.) 

Q.  This  paper  which  yon  furnish  the  committee,  which  is  marked  "  Exhibit  T.  £•  W.  *' 

n  ^ate  is  a  copy  of  that  contract  7 — A.  It  is. 

Q.  Did  the  contractor  complete  his  contract  in  accordance  with  the^  terma  therein  and  the 

Kofications  and  drawings  which  were  furnished  you  ? — A.  In  my  opinion  he  has  not. 

v.  Have  yon  the  specihcations  7— A.  I  have,  sir. 

fWitstts  produces  copies  of  the  specifications,  which  are  marked  ^^  Exhibit  T.  E.  W., 

6.1") 

Q.  Were  yon  not  at  the  Kittery  yard  at  the  time  the  Enterprise  was  launched  7 — A.  I  was 
tbe  Kittery  navy -yard  at  the  time  she  was  launched,  but  was  not  the  naval  construct4>r  of 

•  ▼■'^'^▼ing  bieeu  relieved  on  June  13.  She  was  launched  June  23.  She  was  about 
>s7  tot  launching  at  the  time  I  was  relieved. 

^.  I  observe  in  the  copy  of  the  contract  which  you  have  furnished  me  that,  as  a  part  of 

•  BBdertakingof  the  contractor,  he  was  to  do  all  practicable  galvanizing  of  wrought  and 
K  iroB^and  all  other  work  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  hull  of  the  aforesaid  vessel, 
^''Tting  blacksmith  work,  which  is  not  included  in  this  contract.— A.  That  is  the  way  I 

Mit 

^'  TwT  ccmstmction  of  these  words  was  that  he  viras  to  do  everything  that  was  neces- 
^  tB  the  completion  of  the  bull  of  the  Enterprise,  excepting  blacksmith  workf — A.  Yes. 

<i-  IW  that  contractor  do  that  ?— A.  He  did  not. 

^  I  (Asenre,  also,  in  the  contract  these  words :  '*  Under  this  contract,  shall  conform  In 
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nil  respects  with  the  gpecifications  and  drawin^^s  for  the  aforesaid  vessel  now  in  the  Kittery 
jard,  which  are  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  contract ;  that,  in  the  performance  of  tlw 
work,  the  parties  hereby  contracting  are  to  be  governed  thereby  as  truly  as  if  the  same  were 
incorporated  in  this  instrument ;  nor  is  the  omission  of  any  detail  or  object  necessary  to  car- 
rying into  effect  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this  agreement  to  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  United 
States.'*  In  reference  to  this  clause,  and  to  the  work  upon  the  vessel,  had  you  anydu- 
agreement  or  controversy  with  the  contractor  in  your  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  con* 
tract  ?--A.  I  had. 

Q.  Were  you  sustained  or  not  sustained  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard  f — A.  I  was  not 
sustained  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  under  whose  orders  I  acted. 

Q.  His  decision  was  in  favor  of  the  contractor? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  under  whose  orders  he  was  acting  7 — A.  He  was  acting  under  the  order 
of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  the  Navy  Department.    That  I  believe  ;  I  did  not  see 
his  orders. 
'  Q.  The  records  at  Kittery  will  show  how  that  is,  will  they  not  ? — A.  They  will,  in  part. 

Q.  Can  you  form  any  estimate  as  to  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  on  the  hull  to  com- 
plete it,  except  the  blacksmith  work,  which  ought  to  have  been  done,  in  your  opinioD,  and 
which  was  not  done,  by  the  contractor? — A.  I  could  not,  unless  I  went  into  a  calculation 
to  form  such  an  estimate. 

Q.  If  the  contractor  had  completed  his  contract  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  his 
written  agreement,  and  the  specifications  and  drawings  which  were  made  a  part  of  it,  how 
much  would  the  Government  have  made  ? — A.  As  an  approximation,  I  should  say  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $ir>,000.  They  certainly  would  have  made  that,  because  they  paid  the 
money  and  did  not  get  the  labor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  money  was  paid  upon  Mr.  Griffitlis's  first  con- 
tract for  labor  never  performed  by  him,  and  without  the  usual  certificate  from  the  superin- 
tendent ? — A.  I  could  not  answer  that  question,  for  the  reason  that  the  final  bills  were  nof 
made  by  myself.  • 

Q.  Have  you  not  information,  and,  if  so,  from  whom  derived,  that  the  oiitire  sum  agreed 
to  be  paid  for  the  building  of  the  hull  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Grifiichs  ? — A.  I  have  that  iu' 
formation.     I  derived  it  by  looking  at  the  books  on  file  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard. 

Q.  And  no  final  survey  or  inspection  of  the  vessel  has  been  had  ? — A.  I  was  so  informed. 

Q.  State  if  you  have  any  knowledge  or  information  upon  the  subject  of  $4,000  beiDg* 
paid  to  Mr.  Griffiths  on  account  of  alleged  extra  work,  or  anything  of  that  kind  7 — A.  I  know* 
that  a  bill  for  $4,000  was  made  at  the  Kittery  uavy-yard  for  alleged  extra  work,  the  tripli- 
cate of  which  is  there  on  file. 

Q.  Was  there  any  extra  work  done  on  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  There  was. 

Q.  To  what  extent  would  you  say  7 — A.  [Referring  to  the  record.]  Of  two  of  the  changes 
made,  one  cost  $18 ;  $30  was  allowed  ;  for  the  second  one,  there  was  $35  allowed.  An  al- 
teration in  the  boring  of  holes  in  the  ship  was  brought  about  by  the  size  of  the  metals  for* 
nished  not  being  right.  That  alteration,  in  my  opinion,  cost  less  than  $100,  or  I  would  not 
have  been  authorized  or  have  undertaken  to  have  allowed  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  for  any  alleged  alteration  or  extra  work,  any  survey  was  had  in 
order  to  determine  its  character  and  extent  7 — A.  I  never  knew  of  any  board  of  survey  hav- 
ing been  appointed. 

Q.  If  any  payment,  then,  was  made  to  Mr.  Griffiths  in  excess  of  $100,  so  far  as  your 
knowledge  extends,  it  has  been  done  without  the  approval  of  a  board  of  survey  7 — A.  sSo  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  there  being  no  board  of  survey,  if  it  has  been  paid  it  has  been 
paid  without  such  authority. 

Q  What  interference  or  detention  or  hinderance  was  placed  in  the  way  of  the  contractor 
by  any  act  of  omission  or  commission  upon  the  part  of  the  contractors  and  other  officers  of 
the  navy. yard  at  Kittery? — A.  As  to  myself  I  know  of  none,  and  believe  that  there  was 
none  offered  on  the  part  of  any  others. 

Q.  You  were  there  upon  duty  from  the  time  her  keel  was  laid  until  she  was  ready  for 
launching,  were  you  not  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  there  was  no  interference  or  detention  or  hinderance  in  the  o<m- 
strnction  of  the  Euterprine,  and  chargeable  to  any  act  of  commission  or  omission  on  your 
part  or  on  the  part  of  those  under  you  7 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  relative  cost  and  condition  of  the  Essex  and  the  Enterprise  at  any 
given  date  7 — A.  In  the  reports  made  December  1,  1874,  the  cost  of  material  on  the  Enter* 
prise  was  $111,341.09;  the  labor  was  $34,694.94;  amount  paid  contractor  on  his  original 
contract,  including  reservation,  $44,200.  For  launching,  $2,000  ;  for  extras,  $4,000;  mak* 
ing  a  total  of  $198,23(5.03.  That  is  the  Enterprise.  The  Essex  at  the  same  date,  material, 
wa.s  $87,413.02;  labor,  $91,673.77  ;  total,  $179,086.79. 

Q.  The  Essex  was  launched  at  that  date  also,  was  she  not?— A.  Both  had  been  launched. 

Q.  It  would  appear  from  the  statement  you  have  just  submitted  that  the  cost  of  the  En- 
terprise at  that  date  was  more  to  the  Government  than  the  cost  of  the  Essex  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
by  S 19, 149.24. 

Q.  From  ftpd  after  that  time  the  Esse:^  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  contractor,  Mr.  McKay, 


pMcntlj  the  Teasel  built  b;  tbe  Government,  tb«  Easei.htu  coal  more  than  that 
the  contraetor.  If  theie  eiiats  &117  reason  wlij  ibis  should  be  ■  Tact,  will  yua  stnlH 
nl — A.  The  only  reaaon  I  could  ifivH  would  be  tbit  probably  men  are  eoiployeJ 
that  were  either  not  required  or  cot  qualilied  for  the  work,  or  that  the  excess  in 
■■a  paid  for  the  balance  of  the  work  iiecsaary  to  complete  her. 
c  principal  item  of  cost  In  the  construction  of  a  vegsel  is  labor,  it  it  natt — A..   Yes, 

■d  if  that  labor  is  Dnneceaaary  or  unskilled,  it  adds  materially   to  the   cosIF — A.  It 

the  selection  of  the  labor  by  the  constnictor,  is  he  in  chief  control  or  does  somebody 
for  him  ! — A.  Those  that  he  selects  he  has  to  judf^e  as  to  their  qualitications.but  a 
uiy  men  ate  employed  by  iDilmctions  from  biguer  authority — the  commaudnDl  of 

len  do  yoD  say  that  the  commandint  of  the  navy-yard  selects  the  labor,  or  is  he  the 

somebody  elseT — A.  I  presume  that  he  is  the  agent  of  a  higher  authority. 

>D't  yon  know  that  to  be  the  fact  in  some  instauuea  f — A.  I  do. 

ate  in  what  instances  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  it. — A.  Instances  when 

ten  (old  verbally,  and  also  in  writing,  to  put  certain  men  to  work. 

>(e  as  a  matter  of  lact  if  Ibis  inlerference  on  the  part  of  the  chief  of  the  bnrenu  does 

ir  pending  elections  in  the  Stales  in  which  the  navy-yards  are  located  — A.  Il  does, 

w  amonnl  of  money  that  you  can  spend  at »  navy-yard  is  in  the  first  place  deler- 
erv  in  Washington  ? — A.  Nut  at  all  limes,  at  the  ommodore  and  the  naval   con- 
st the  yard  having  in  view  the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed,  will  ask  for  a  slip- 
it  not  set  apart  here  in  WashiafftonT — A.  That  I  have  no  knowledge  of. 
ni  are  anbaidinate  to  the  authoiitieH  here  at  Washington  t— A.  We  are. 
mI  you  of  youreelves  cannot  determine,  without  the  sanction  of   the    chief  of  the 
here,  ibe  quantity  or  extent  of  work  that  you  may  perform? — A.  Not  unless  we 
iw  much  money  we  will  be  allowed,  and  that  is  determined  here. 
L  the  selection  uf  that  labor  al  any  one  of  tbe  yanis  at  which  yuu  have  been  located, 
bin  yunr  knowledge  that  a  contest  of  either  political  party  has  in  any  way  iuter- 
ss  Id  determine  anything  about  their  selection  t — A.  Not  with  me, 
lyoD  know  whether  the  fact  exists  !— A.   I  know  the  fact  exists  by  informalion  de- 
>m  ihe  commandant  of  the  elation. 

id  Jon  ever  know  of  a  meeting  to  occur  in  the  office  of  the  commandant  of  the  navy- 
KitTery  in  which  polilieians  of  either  New  Hampshire  or  Maine  werepresenl  t — A.  I 
iiifodned  by  Commodore  Pennock  that  such  was  the  case. 

id  yun  see  a  list  that  was  furnished  at  that  meeting  7 — A.  I  was  furnished  with  a 
be  commodore  of  ihe  station,  which  was  addressed  lu  him  by  a  committee, 
lai  wai  a  list  of  men  to  be  taken  on  for  work  I — A,  A  list  of  men  to  be  employed, 
du'l  it  com*  to  yon  in  the  first  insMnce,  and  you  refused  to  recogniis  any  outside 
jl— A.  It  did. 

iiln't  yon  demand  Ihat  il  should  have  the  sanclion  of  some  other  authority  T — A.  I 
■ck  to  where  U  came  from,  with  word  Ibat  it  must  be  addiessed  to  Ihe^uommaDding 
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ward,  by  orders  from  superior  authority,  taken  on  aj^ain  ? — A.  I  do.  I  have  in  view  one 
case  of  a  man  named  Wcekes,  who  was  discharp^,  after  investigation,  for  stealing'.  He  was 
afterward  ordered  to  be  employed  in  my  department. 

Q.  What  position  did  he  hold  and  what  salary  did  he  receive  7 — A.  As  near  as  my  mem- 
ory serves  nie,  he  was  rated  as  a  helper,  and  received  $2.26  a  day. 

Q.  When  he  was  returned  to  the  yard  what  salary  did  he  receive  ? — A.  The  same. 

Q.  By  whose  order  was  he  returned? — A.  By  the  commandant's  order  to  me ;  I  took 
orders  from  nobody  else. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  from  whom  the  commandant  received  his  order  ? — A.  He 
informed  me  that  he  receivevi  it  from  the  Department. 

Q.  The.  charges  to  which  you  refer,  under  which  Weekes  was  discharged,  are  they  a  mat- 
ter of  record  at  the  yard  ? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Whs  there  any  record  of  it  made  anywhere? — A.  No  record  made.  The  charges  were 
investigated  by  Captain  English,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Swayne,  foreman  machinist,  and 
myself,  witnesses  being  called  in  to  prove  them,  and  the  accused  finally  admitting  his  guilt. 

Q.  Was  no  note  or  memorandum  made  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  reason  of  his  discharge  ? — 
A.  I  was  led  to  believe  that  he  was  put  on  the  black-list. 

Q.  That  being  the  orders  from  the  commandant  that  that  man  should  never  appear  at  the 
yard  again  for  any  purpose  t — A.  Unless  ordered  by  the  Department. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  directly  interfered  in  his  case  to  have  him  returned  ? — A.  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  it  was  by  a  person  who  was  said  to  be  his  brother-in-law.  Comptroller 
Brodliead. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  order  of  the  commandant  to  take  him  on  f — A.  I  think  not ;  not 
that  order. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  order  undei'  which  he  was  originally  taken  on  ? — A.  I  have  that  one. 
This  is  it : 

**  Cora.  Pennock  will  employ  this  man,  at  request  of  Comptroller.   6.  M.  R.  '* 

(Indorsed  on  back:)  **  Wm.  H.  Weekes,  of  Greenland,  N.  H.  Recommended  by  Comp. 
Brodhead." 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instances  f — A.  I  do.  Marks.  He  was  discharged  because 
he  was  nut  a  qualified  mechanic.    He  was  taken  back  by  direction  of  Commodore  Howell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  higher  authority  interfering  to  have  him  restored  f — A.  I  was 
informed  verbally  by  Commodore  Howell  that  he  was  ordered  to  do  it  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Q.  Was  he  a  skilled  mechanic  T — A.  He  was  not. 

Q.  What  was  he? — A.  1  was  led  to  believe  that  he  was  no  mechanic  of  any  kind. 

Q.  Did  the  order  require  you  to  rate  him  as  a  mechanic  and  give  him  that  pay  ? — A.  The 
final  order  gave  him  a  rating,  as  near  as  my  memory  serves  me. 

Q.  Was  he  competent  to  fill  his  rating  ? — A.  He  was  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  instabces  ? — A.  I  do.  A  man  who  was  ordered  in  as  a 
shipwright,  and  whom  I  questioned,  and  who  in  answer  told  me  he  was  a  shoemaker. 

f  •.  What  did  you  do  with  that  man  ? — A.  I  set  him  lo  work  in  obedience  to  my  orders. 

Q.  Had  he  never  worked  at  shipwright  work  ? — A.  He  had  not. 

Q.  Nor  caipenteiing? — A.  He  informed  me  that  the  only  carpenter- work  that  he  ever  per- 
formed in  his  life  was  to  help  to  put  the  roof  on  his  boss's  shop. 

Q,  Do  you  think  he  could  pass  as  a  carpenter? — A.  He  told  me  that  he  made  application 
to  go  in  the  boat-shop  to  leather  oars,  and  he  was  told  that  he  would  be  put  in  the  carpen- 
ter s  department,  and  it  did  not  make  any  difierence. 

Q.  What  eventually  became  of  him  ? — A.  He  worked  there  until  it  became  too  hot  for 
him,  I  suppose,  and  then  requested  to  be  discharged. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  too  hot  in  weather  or  too  hot  under  the  orders  of  his  bosses? — A.  The 
kind  of  work  that  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  give  him  to  do  made  it  too  ho*  tor  him. 

Q.  In  reference  to  launching  the  Enterprise,  was  there  any  advertisement  made,  or  in  any 
manner  compeiiiion  invited  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  Department  or  at  the  yard  ? — A.  Never 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Griffiths  was  paid  $2,000  to  launch  that  vessel,  and  that  under  his 
contract  or  agreement  certain  material  and  other  advantages  were  to  be  supplied  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Looking  to  what  the  Government  did  supply  and  furnish  to  Mr.  Griffiths  to  enable 
him  to  make  the  launch,  how  much  additional  would  it  have  cost  the  Government  to  have 
launched  it  by  the  agencies  and  resources  they  had  ? — A.  In  my  opinion,  about  $800. 

Q.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  the  Government  lost  about  $1,200  in  making  the  contract  with 
Mr.  Griffiths  ?— A.  It  did. 

Q.  In  the  contract  made  by  Mr.  Griffiths  to  complete  the  vessel,  (his  proposal  here  before 
me  shows  it  to  be  the  sum  of  $25,000,)  was  there  any  advertisement  or  competition  in  any 
way  invited  for  that  ?— A.  None  that  ever  I  knew  of. 

Q.  In  his  other  contract  for  the  spars,  was  there  any  competition  in  any  way  ?— A.  None 
that  ever  I  knew  of. 

Q.  Look  at  the  paper  which  I  hand  to  you,  and  marked  "  Exhibit  T.  E.  W.,  No.  3."  Isn't 
that  tlie  estimate  submitted  by  the  constructor  then  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  for  the  things 
necessary  to  be  done,  and  the  cost  thereof,  to  complete  the  Enterprise  t — A.  This  is  a  copy  of 
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Q.  DidnH  Mr.  Griffiths  tell  either  you  or  some  person  who  informed  70a  of  it,  and,  if  some 
other  person,  please  state  his  name,  that  he  knew  he  was  going  to  get  that  contract  T — A. 
No,  sir  ;  he  neither  told  me  nor  was  I  ever  so  informed. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  learn  in  any  way  that  he  had  made  any  agreement  or  come  to  any  nn- 
derntanding  with  Mr.  Hanscom  in  reference  to  it  ? — A.  Only  through  Mr.  Griffiths.  He  told 
me  that  he  had  an  understanding  with  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  An  understanding  of  what  kind  ?^A.  That  he  should  do  the  work  differently  from 
what  I,  the  superintendent,  said  that  he  was  hound  to  do  it  by  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Q.  ITnder  what  circumstances  did  he  tell  vou  that,  and  why  was  it  necessary  that  he 
should  tell  you  that? — A.  Because  I  directed  him  to  do  certain  work. 

Q.  The  contract  being  your  guide  in  making  the  direction  ? — A.  In  all  cases. 

Q.  And  he  informed  you  that  he  had  an  understanding  with  Mr.  Hanscom  1 — A.  He  so 
informed  me. 

Q.  Did  he  exhibit  to  you  or  claim  that  he  had  a  writing  or  a  memorandum  of  any  descrip- 
tion from  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  He  never  did. 

Q.  Did  he  state  to  you  where  he  had  come  to  this  understanding  with  Mr.  Hanscom — in 
Boston  or  at  any  other  place  f — A.  In  Boston,  at  one  of  the  public  hotels. 

Q.  Did  he  state  to  you  when  he  had  come  to  this  understanding  with  Mr.  Hanscom ,  before 
or  after  the  trip  to  Kittery? — A.  Immediately  after  the  trip  to  Kittery,  at  the  time  when 
they  were  consulting,  when  every  body  was  supposed  to  be  iu  the  field. 

Q.  In  your  directions  to  him  were  you  not  constantly  reminded  by  Mr.  Griffiths  of  tbi^  nn- 
derstanding  that  he  had  with  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  I  was  reminded  two  or  three  differeni 
times. 

Q.  In  cases  wherein  you  disagreed  and  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau, 
were  the  decisions  made  in  your  favor  or  in  favor  of  the  contractor  t — A.  Generally  iu  favor 
of  the  contractor. 

Q.  Did  you  not  receive  a  designation  of  the  kind  of  work  done,  or  to  be  omitted  to  be 
done,  from  the  contractor,  and  did  not  that  instruction  come  through  a  paper  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Griffiths  f—A.  It  did. 

Q.  Have  you  the  means  of  furnishing  the  committee  with  a  copy  of  that  paper  T — A.  I 
made  a  record  from  the  list  which  was  in  possession  of  Mr.  Griffiths  ;  having  been  informed 
that  Mr.  Hanscom  had  made  a  change,  I  asked  him  if  he  had.  He  said  **  Yes.**  I  asked 
him  what  it  was,  and  he  referred  me  to  the  list  that  Mr.  Griffiths  held,  on  which  he,  Mr. 
Hanscom,  had  checked  off  what  Mr.  Griffiths  was  not  to  do,  and  that  I  could  get  that  list 
and  cupy  th^se  checks  off,  which  would  be  my  guide. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  and  judgment  as  superintendent  of  the  work,  was  not  that  a  departure 
from  the  written  contract  and  specifications  f — A.  I  certainly  think  so. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  in  that  manner  that  you  received  your  instructions  from  Mr.  Hanscom, 
the  chief  of  the  bureau? — A.  It  was,  on  that  occasion. 

Q.  And  in  the  records  of  your  office  as  constructor,  or  in  that  of  the  commandant,  there  is 
no  official  memorandum  of  the  instructions  so  rex^ived,  is  there? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Can  you  estimate  approximately  how  much  advantage  there  was  to  the  contractor  in 
that  ruling  of  that  chief  of  the  bureau  f — A.  I  never  made  an  estimate,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
at  the  present  time  tell. 

Q.  Please  call  off  the  things  that  you  think  he  ought  to  have  done,  but  which  were  ex- 
empted on  that  list. — A.  Quarter-galleries,  carving,  fit  capstan,  complete  fife  and  pin-rails, 
coppering  and  shoe,  steering-wheel,  canopies  over  batches,  shot-racks  and  spar-frame,  awn- 
ing stanches,  cleats  for  mess-chests,  rods  for  clothes-bags,  torpedo-fittings,  chain-chocks, 
chocks  on  main-rail  for  boats,  hold  fitted  for  hawser  gear,  reels  for  hose  and  hawsers,  chan- 
nel-chests, chocks  and  holes  for  tiller-rope,  eyebolts  to  fit,  boom-crutch  for  anchor-boom, 
eye-bolts  for  outside  for  sheet  chain,  capstan  and  anchor  bars,  life-buoys,  light  boxes,  rullers 
against  bowsprit  bits.  That  is  the  first  contract.  Those  are  the  exemptions  made  on  that 
list,  without  reference  to  anything  else  that  may  have  been  omitted  afterwards. 

By  Mr. Jones: 

Q.  Was  there  anything  omitted  afterwards  f — A.  There  were  other  things  that  at  that 
time  were  not  thought  of,  and  that  it  is  considered  that  the  contractor  should  have  done. 

Q.  Was  it  not  in  his  contract  for  him  to  do  it  f — A.  According  to  my  interpretation  it 
was. 

Q.  Taking  it  altogether,  approximate,  if  yon  can,  the  value  of  the  exemptions  made  in  the 
contractor's  favor  ? — A.  According  to  an  estimate  that  I  have  now  roughly  made,  I  should 
say  not  less  than  $10,600. 

Q.  Is  that  in  tho  first  contract  or  the  second  7 — A.'  In  the  first  contract.  I  donH  know 
anything  about  the  second  contract. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  don*t  know  anything  about  any  exemptions  or  favoritism  in  any  other  than  the 
first  contract  7 — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  ,*  any  more  than  I  have  already  stated. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  say  that  his  first  contract  would  have  held  him  to  tho  performance  of  this  work  ? — 
A.  My  interpretation  of  the  contract,  with  the  specifications  and  plans,  is  to  that  effect. 
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Q.  Were  there  anj  irrefn^lanties  in  the  building^  of  the  Enterprise  about  planking^,  aboat 

material,  aboat  work  ? — A.  There  was. 

Q.  To  whom  was  the  cost  of  that  charged  7 — A.  It  was  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor  in 

labor,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  in  material. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  deduction  has  been  made  in  favor  of  the  United  States  as 

&gaiD9t  the  contractor,  on  account  o  such  irregularity  7 — A.  1  know  of  none. 

Q.  For  labor  or  work  done  by  the  Government  which  ought  to  have  been  done  by  the  con- 

tiHctor.  do  you  know  of  any  cre'iit  being  allowed  to  the  Government  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  There  was  such  work  and  labor  done,  was  there  uotf— A.  There  was,  without  ques- 
tion ;  the  galvanizing. 

Q.  And  the  contractor  has  been  paid  in  full  in  money,  has  he  not,  on  his  contract? — A. 

He  has. 

Q.  And  no  Abatement  or  set-off  or  deduction  has  been  entertained  or  allowed  7 — A.  I  have 

no  knowl*  dge  ot  any. 
Q.  Has  any  certincate  of  the  completion  of  the  first  contract  ever  been  given  by  yourself 

or  any  other  constructor  or  superintendent  f — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  It  has  been  alleged  that  the  cost  of  the  Essex  showed  an  excess  of  about  $15,000  in 
labor,  while  the  cost  of  the  Enterprise  showed  an  excess  in  comparison  of  about  $14,000  in 
material.     Are  these  true  allegationR  ? — A.  I  bolieve  such  to  be  the  case. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  tor  it  ? — A.  As  to  the  material,  I  account  for  it  from  the  fact  that 

1  as  the  naval  constructor  and  supeiintendent  was  to  furnish  all  the  material,  and  that  in 

every  case  the  material  issued  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  wherewith  to  build  his  ship,  was  issued  from 

the  stock  in  hand  and  charged  upon  the  books  of  the  yard  ;  whiie  a  large  amount  of  mate- 

nal  used  in  the  Essex  was  that  which  was  taken  from  the  Illinois,  which  had  been  torn  up 

aud  had  already  been  expended  and  which  I  felt  in  duty  bound  to  use  in  my  own  favor  in 

the  ship  Essex.     Therefore  the  same,  amount  of  material  is  in  the  two  ships  ;  the  one  being 

cbarged  for  every  dollar's  worth,  while  the  other  is  not,  because  it  was  taken  from  an  old 

ihip  that  was  torn  up. 

Q.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  selection  of  timber  ? — A.  There  was.  In  every  case 
where  I  could  use  what  is  known  as  promiscuous  timber,  which  was  charged  at  a  less  rate, 
I  did  it;  while  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Griffiths*  ship,  the  timber  which  was  known  as  curved 
timber  was  used  as  a  general  thing,  which  had  cost  more. 

Q.  Did  not  he  and  bis  foreman  nave  some  power  of  selection  in  that*  matter? — A.  Mr. 
Griffiths  and  his  foreman  were  from  time  to  time  shown  where  the  material  was,  and  teams 
were  famished  by  which  he  could  have  it  hauled  to  be  wrought  and  ready  for  being  put  in 
tlie  ship. 

Q.  Id  that  way,  he  having  the  selection  of  the  larger  and  curved  timber,  it  being  the  most 
(^tlj,  and  for  the  other  reasons  you  have  mentioned,  the  cost  of  material  in  the  Enterprise 
would  be  more,  necessarily  t— -A.  It  could  not  help  but  be  so. 

Q  Was  any  false  m<;asurement  or  false  accounting  made  in  order  to  produce  this  differ- 
ence in  the  cost  of  material,  between  the  two  vessels  f — A.  I  know  of  none,  and  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  was  made  in  either  vessel ;  for  I  made  it  my  business  to  caution  all  those  that 
were  nnder  my  charge  that  this  was  to  be  a  fair  test  as  between  contractors  and  ourselves  ; 
that  in  every  case  everything  was  to  be  done  honestly. 

Q.  According  to  ray  recollection  Mr.  Griffins  mentioned,  the  other  day,  something  about 
the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  filling — A.  I  have  no  doubt  there  was  a  difference,  for  I 
nude  it  a  rule  where  I  used  promiscuous  timber  of  large  scantling  that  I  saved  what  is  called 
the  slab  and  filled  in  my  ship  with  it;  thereby  avoiding  the  necessity  of  taking  a  stick  spe- 
rially  for  that  purpose.  In  the  majority  of  cases  Mr.  Griffiths  had  material  selected  from  the 
stock  on  hand  tor  that  purpose.  What  is  known  as  *' filling'*  is  the  distance  from  frame  to 
frame  which  has  to  be  filled.  The  distance  is  2  feet  6  inches,  and  the  siding  of  the  frame 
is  1  foot  on  each  side,  leaving  a  space  of  6  inches  to  be  filled. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Would  you  put  sap  timber  in  that  f— A.  I  should  consider  that  it  was  unfit  to  be 
put  in. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  put  it  in,  then?— A.  It  is  not  known  that  it  ever  was  put  in. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  you  put  in  timber  that  was  unsuitable,  knowing  it  to  be  un- 
iQitable  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  in  neither  case — in  the  contract  ship  nor  our  own. 

(j.  Then  I  think  you  contradict  yourself. — A.  No  sir ;  live-oak  does  not  have  what  is  com- 
t&orily  known  as  sap.   These  were  live-oak  frames. 

Q.  As  far  as  the  labor  is  concerred,  which  would  be  the  cheapest  timber  to  build  a  ship 
with, promiscuous  timber  or  curved  timber? — A.  If  it  had  to  be  wrought  by  hand  the  curved 
timber  would  be  the  cheapest;  but  in  the  case  at  Kittery  yard,  all  the  timber  was  wrought 
by  steam  power, 

^.  Then  you  could  get  out  your  promiscuous  as  cheaply  as  you  could  the  curved  timber? 

~A.  Very  nearly  the  same.  If  there  was  any  difference,  it  would  be  against  the  promiscuous 
,  timber. 

^-  1  call  your  attention  to  the  bill  of  extras,  so  termed  by  Mr.  Griffiths : 
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Thirteen'days*  demarrage,  $35  per  day $455  (H> 

Seventeen  days'  demurrage,  $35  per  day 595  00 

Sixty-seven  days'  demurrage,  $35  per  day / 23, 045  00 

Forty-six  days' demurrage,  $:J5  per  day 1,610  00 

Seven  days'  demurrage,  $35  per  day 247  00 

This  demurrage  is  claimed  by  him  on  the  ground  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  a  failure 
upon  the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish  tiie  material  that  the  Government  had  agreed 
to  furnish  him  under  his  contract  ;  what  have  you  to  say  as  to  the  number  of  days  that  he 
was  delayed,  whether  in  point  of  fact  it  was  as  he  states  and  whether  the  Government  was 
in  fault  therein  by  any  of  i\s  agents  ? — A.  Previous  to  this,  I  had  no  knowledge  that  he  ever 
claimed  or' that  there  was  any  real  demurrage,  according  to  my  way  of  thinking.  I  will 
admit  that  there  was  a  time  when  the  copper  necessary  to  fasten  that  ship  was  not  in  the 
navy-yard,  although  requisitions  had  been  made  for  it,  and  finally  it  came  from  Boston  : 
but  in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Griffiths  did  not  knock  a  man  oS  from  the  work  on  that  ship,  but 
changed  them  to  another  part,  and  simply  told  me  that  if  he  did  not  get  the  copper  by  such 
a  time,  he  would  have  to  claim  demurrage.  That  copper  arrived  from  Boston  within  two 
days  after  the  time  specified,  and  I  did  not  know,  or  was  not  notified,  that  he  claimed  de- 
murrage on  that  account. 

By  Mr.  Burlek.'H: 

Q.  Is  it  usual  when  they  knock  men  off  there  to  pay  them  their  wages  f — A.  No,  sir ; 
not  men  who  work  by  the  day's  work.  I  will  say  further  that  Mr.  Griffiths  had  the  use  of 
the  machinery  in  the  yard  at  times  to  our  detriment.  We  had  got  out  a  set  of  cant-tim- 
bers by  hand,  and  when  timber  suitable  for  a  second  set  failed  to  arrive  from  the  Boston 
navy-yard,  I  gave  him  the  cant-timbers  that  we  got  out  fur  the  Essex,  which  enabled  him  to 
continue  his  work. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  yard  during  the  period  of  time  covered  by  his  claim  for  de- 
murrage in  November,  1873  ? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  but  what  I  was. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  suspension  of  labor  upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Griffiths  you  would 
have  known  it  7 — A.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  I  should,  for  it  was  to  the  com- 
mandant or  to  me  that  he  should  have  complained. 

Q.  He  says  also :  **  Compensation  is  asked  for  the  loss  sustained  from  the  bad  quality  of 
oak  plauk  and  the  meagre  supply,  making  it  necessary  to  consume  ninety-two  days  in 
planking,  whereas,  with  good  material  furnished  as  required,  twenty-five  days  would  be 
ample  to  plank  the  vessel.  »>»•••  rp^^  contract  price 

was  $'2,650,  and  the  cost  more  than  double." — A.  I  would  say  to  that,  that  the  plank  was 
located  in  the  navy-yard  from  which  Mr.  Griffiths  and  myself  had  to  select  in  the  building 
of  the  two  ships,  and  that  in  several  cases  a  plank  was  defective,  and  still  it  was  gotten 
out  and  put  upon  the  ship,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  or  his  foreman  was  properly  notified  through 
Mr.  Hitchman  or  myself  that  it  must  be  removed. 

Q.  Was  there  any  delay  occasioned  by  the  bad  quality  of  oak  plank  .and  the  meagre 
supply  ? — A.  I  should  say  that  the  quality  was  not  quite  so  good  as  it  should  have  been, 
but  as  to  Quantity  I  think  there  was  no  reason  for  delay. 

Q.  In  tne  selection,  as  well  as  in  everything  else,  was  not  the  contractor  deferred  to,  or 
rather  preferred  ? — A.  He  was  deferred  to  in  every  case  where  we  received  notice  that  he 
required  machinery,  teams,  &.c.,  for  his  use. 

Q.  In  other  words,  the  Government  delayed  ita  work  for  his  interest  and  accommodation  ¥ 
— A.  Yes,  sir.  In  my  opinion  it  was  a  detriment  to  the  Government  to  have  a  contractor 
come  into  the  yard  and  operate  in  the  way  it  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise. 

Q.   Was  he  not  preferred  f — A.  He  was. 

Q.  That  was  under  orders  from  the  head  of  the  bureau  ?— A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  The  fourth  charge  is  for  forty-six  days'  demurrage,  waiting  for  bolt-copper,  the  supply 
becoming  suddenly  exhausted. — A.  As  to  any  reduction  of  force,  I  had  no  notice  of  it. 
There  was  a  time  when  he  had  bored  a  number  of  holes  which  had  to  be  reamed  to  suit  the 
copper  that  was  furnished  finally. 

Q.  How  much  additional  cost  would  that  have  been,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact  was  it  not 
settled  for  f — A.  I  should  say  that  the  reaming  of  the  holes  would  be  equal  to  five  days' 
labor  for  one  man,  at  $*2.75  a  day. 

Q.  Sixteen  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  then,  would  be  a  very  large  grab  for  that  amount  of 
detention  7 — A.  I  consider  that  that  amount  is  exorbitant. 

Q.  Demurrage,  seven  days,  waiting  for  plank  to  be  sawed  for  deck  f — A.  This  is  the  first 
knowledge  I  have  had  of  that. 

Q.  Was  any  such  claim  made  while  you  were  there  as  constructor  f — A.  My  first  knowl- 
edge of  any  claims  for  demurrage  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Griffiths  is  since  I  came  into 
this  room,  with  one  exception  :  On  my  way  here  I  was  so  informed  by  the  chief  of  the  bu- 
reau. 

Q.  The  sixth  item  is  compensation  for  excess  of  work  which  does  not  belong  to  the  hull 
proper  of  the  ves8f»l ;  also  for  excess  of  work  consequent  upon  the  alteration  of  plans. 
Summarized  :  Extra  engine-kelson,  $225  ;  damages  to  plauk,  $'250;  extra  molding  outside, 
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$150. — ^A.  I  have  do  knowledgre  aa  to  the  extra  moldiD)!^.  A  change  was  made  to  the  offi- 
cers' quarters  on  the  plan  previoas  to  Mr.  Griffiths  putting^  the  work  up,  and  the  difference 
was.  that  that  which  he  put  ap  whs  less  in  quantity  than  that  which  he  would  have  had  put 
up  if  the  change  had  not  been  made. 

Q.  So  that  it  ought  to  be  an  item  of  credit  instead  of  an  item  of  debit  to  the  Government  1 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  berth-deck,  hatch,  and  door  were  authorized  to  be  altered,  and  the  ex- 

rsnse  of  the  hatch,  as  returned  to  me  by  Mr.  Hallenbeck,  Mr.  Griffith's  foreman,  was  |78. 
allowed  him  $S0.  The  cost  to  change  the  clamps  and  run  up  the  frame  on  the  forecastle* 
deck  was  $:2r),  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Hallenbeck,  which  was  allowed  ;  and  in  no  case 
did  I  allow  any  extra  work  to  exceed  $l()0  without  a  survey  first  made. 

Q.  Did  you  make  that  record  to  which  you  are  referring  at  the  time? — A.  I  did.  As  re- 
gards the  shaf^-aliey,  this  is  the  first  knowledge  I  have  had  that  he  made  a  claim  for  any 
alteration  made  in  it. 

Q.  Was  tnere  any  alteration  made? — A.  My  memory  does  not  serve  me  as  to  whether 
there  was  or  was  not.  My  opinion  is  that  there  may  have  been  a  change  made,  but  I  don't 
r«!ollect. 

Q.  If  it  had  been  of  any  great  magnitude,  yon  would  have  known  it?— A.  I  think  so. 
Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  son  of  Mr.  Griffiths  being  interested  with  him   in 
the  first  contract  ? — A.  I  do  not.     I  only  know  him  as  a  clerk  to  Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  Was  he  the  clerk  at  that  time? — A.  The  only  clerk  that  I  ever  knew  him  to  have. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  timber-bending  ma-^hiue  at  the  Boston  navy-yard,  bought  by 
the  Government  of  Mr.  Griffiths  and  others  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  its  value  ! — A.  I  think  it  was  a  very  costly  thing  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Q.  Supposing  you  were  told  that  it  cost  $160,000,  how  much  in  excess  of  its  true  value 
would  that  be  in  your  judgment? — A.  According  to  my  opinion,  it  cost  $60,000  too  much. 
Q.  You  knew  of  the  machine  before  the  Government  bought  it? — A.  I  knew  of  the  timber- 
bending  machine  which  was  located,  as  I  was  told,  outside  of  the  navy -yard,  and  of  another 
which  was  formerly  located  at  Green  Point. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  any  board  of  naval  constructors  who  had  been  called  to  examine  that 
beoding-machiue,  looking  to  its  usefulness  to  the  Government,  would  ever  have  advised  its 
purchase  T — A.  I  know  of  several  constructors  that  would  not. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  it  as  of  any  practical  value  to  the  Government? — A.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  it  is  laid  down  as  a  correct  principle  that  we  should  build  our  ships  of 
live-oak,  1  consider  a  timber-bending  machine  a  useless  thing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  the  barter  or  sale  of  iron  upon  the  part  of  the  Government  to  any- 
body ? — A.  Not  personally. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  upon  that  subject  which  you  can  give  the  committee? — A. 
The  only  information  I  have  is  that  I  have  been  told  that  iron  had  been  sent  from  several 
navy-yards  and  exchanged,  the  Government  giving  three  tons  for  one. 

Q.  That  is,  three  tons  are  taken  to  be  re-wrought,  and  there  is  delivered  back  to  the  Govern- 
ment one  ton  for*  the  three? — A.  I  know  not  the  process  through  which  the  iron  goes,  but 
simply  have  heard  the  assertion  that  for  the  three  tons  given  by  the  Government  it  is  to  re- 
ceive one  ton  in  return,  of  suitable  shapes  and  sizes. 

Q.  That  iron  goes  to  Mr.  John  Roacn,  as  I  understand  ? — A.  I  have  been  so  informed  by 
Hr.  Steele,  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Is  he,  or  not,  charged  with  the  duty  of  inspecting  those  iron  ships? — A.  I  don't  know 
that  personally,  but  I  am  toid  that  he  is  the  inspector. 
Q.  Yon  know  nothing  of  his  orders,  do  you  ? — A..  I  do  not ;  I  have  never  seen  the.m. 
Q.  State  what  you  know  of  the  ship  in  the  Kittery  navy-yard,  which  this  iron  was  gotten 
OQtto  plate;  what  was  her  size  ?--A.  She  was  of  the  Kalamazoo  class,  as  near  as  my  mem- 
OTT  serves  me  :  she  was  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  six  inches  long ;  I  don't  know  her 
WHlth,  but  I  think  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  fifty  feet 

Q.  Was  the  iron  placed  upon  her  ? — A.  It  was  not.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  it 
was  piled  up  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Was  it  sufficient  in  quantity  to  cover  that  ship? — A.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
tliat  it  w  s.  The  side  armor  was  in  plates,  three  incites  in  thickness,  two  thickiie.4ses  be- 
ing designed  to  be  put  upon  her ;  the  bars  were  eight  inches  square  amidships,  tapering  for- 
ward and  aft.  The  deck-plating,  as  near  as  my  memory  serves  me,  was  one  inch  and  a 
^If  in  thicknezts. 

Q  According  to  your  information,  what  became  of  that  iron  ? — A.  I  have  been  led  to  be- 
lifve  that  that  iron  was  shipped  from  the  Kittery  navy-yard  to  Mr.  Roach  under  the  terms  I 
We  already  stated. 

Q.  There  was  no  order  of  sale  of  that  iron  ? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  ot  any  order,  or 
Tinder  what  circumstances  the  exchange  was  made.  This  iron  has  been  shipped  frum  the  yard 
within  a  year. 

Q.  1  understood  you  at  the  outset  to  state  that  you  had  been  stationed  a  while  at  the 
Ji^^y-yard  at  Norfolk  ? — A.  F<»r  about  three  years  previous  to  my  going  to  Kittery. 
^'  What  hnve  you  to  say  in  regard  to  that  yard,  about  the  taking  on  or  discharging  of 
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men,  and  the  activity  of  political  influences  therein  f — A.  The  same  course.  I  consider,  was 
pursued  at  the  Norfolk  yard  in  the  hiring  and  putting  on  of  men  as  at  the  Kittery  yard. 

Q.  At  the  Norfolk  yard  did  not  a  political  party  recommend  men,  and  did  they  not  make 
aHsessments,  or  requisitions  upon  the  laborers,  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  their  party  ? — A. 
I  have  ue  knowledge  of  the  political  parties  designating  the  men  directly,  or  thatauy  assess- 
ments were  ever  made  at  that  navy-yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  is  the  timber- inspector  at  the  yard  T — A.  I  do  ;  Jonathan  Bush. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  qualifications  for  that  position  f — A.  He  is  not  the 
man  that  I  would  select  for  a  timber-inspector. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  of  any  irregularity  or  neglect  on  his  part  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties  as  such  inspector. — A.  I  cannot  recall  but  one  instance ;  that  was  in  the  inspection 
of  about  ten  thouitand  cubic  feet  of  white  oak,  where.  I  considered  he  did  not  study  the  in- 
terest  of  the  Government ;  I  officially  called  his  attention  to  it,  and  he  re-inspected  the  timber 
and  returned  a  less  amouut  for  which  the  Goverument  should  pay. 

Q.  Did  that  occur  more  than  once  within  your  recollection  f — ^A.  That  was  the  only  oc- 
currence in  which  I  had  to  take  official  action. 

Q.  Had  you  reason  to  suspect  that  he  was  either  neglectful  or  indifferent? — A.  I  had 
reason :  and  after  personally  examining  a  number  of  times  the  material  which  he  had 
measured,  and  finding  that  he  had  allowed,  in  my  judgment,  a  larger  size  than  should  have 
been  allowed,  I  verbally  called  his  attention  to  it,  and  the  change  was  made. 

Q.  Whenever  you  suggested  it,  it  was  made? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  gave  it  to  him  as 
a  suggestion,  but  more  as  an  order,  considering  myself  the  superior  authority  and  the  more 
directly  accountable  person. 

Q.  It  is  his  brother  who  is  naval  constructor  at  that  yard  at  present,  is  it  not? — A.  I  am 
so  informed  and  believe. 

Q.  Looking  to  the  facilities  of  the  Government  to  take  care  of  and  preserve  live-oak  and 
other  timber,  is  there  nut  an  unnecessary  accumulation  of  timber  and  lumber  in  the  differ- 
ent navy-yards  of  the  United  States  ? — A.  At  some  of  the  yards  I  believe  there  is. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is,  or  is  not,  live-oak  timber,  like  other  timber,  liable  to  decay  unless  it  is  put  in  the 
water  soon  after  the  tree  is  cut  down  f — A,  I  so  consider :  and  I  believe  that  in  every  case 
live-oak  should  be  submerged,  in  a  proper  maouer,  in  either  water  or  mud. 

Q.  Is  the  live-oak  purchased  by  the  Government,  in  its  recent  contracts,  so  taken  caro  of 
in  all  the  yards? — A.   It  is  not  in  all  cases. 

Q.   In  your  opinion,  is  it  deteriorating  to-day? — A.   It  is. 

Q.  How  long  would  it  take  to  dry-rot,  probably  T — A.  Under  some  circumstances,  it 
would  rot  within  three  years. 

Q.  That  would  rot  it  entirely,  and  make  it  unfit  for  use,  would  it  not?  Would  it  not  be 
injured  by  one  year  of  exposure  ? — A.  I  consider  that  for  it  to  be  piled  away  at  all,  without 
being  submerged,  is  a  cause  of  injury. 

Q,   And  the  injnry  commences  at  once  ? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  different  navy -yards,  and  the  wet-docks  provided,  is 
there  not  an  excess  of  live-oak  timber  purchased  over  the  means  or  resources  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  protect  it  in  those  docks  by  submerging  it  7 — A.  I  consider  that  such  is  the 
case  at  some  of  the  yards.  ,  • 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  accumulation  of  ship-knees  at  League  Island? — A.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  where  ship-knees  have  been  removed  from  the  yard  here 
at  Washington,  some  or  all  of  which  were  condemned  by  you  or  the  constructor,  and  after- 
ward received  at  the  Philadelphia  yard? — A.  The  rumor  which  reaches  me  is  that  the 
knees  that  I  condemned  here  were  taken  to  League  Island  for  sale.  I  have  no  knowledge 
that  they  have  been  bought. 

Q.   Who  was  the  party  offering  them  at  this  point  ?— A.   Mr.  Joseph  Savage. 

Q.   Do  you  know  who  were  the  partners  of  Joseph  Savage  ? — A.   I  do  not 

Q.  By  common  reputation,  do  you  not  understand  Mr.  Orvii  Grant  to  be  a  partner  of 
his?— A.  I  have,  but  heard  it  as  a  rumor. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  about  the  means  of  taking  care  of  the  knees  received  at  League 
Island,  or  of  any  other  kind  of  lumber? — A.  No  more  than  my  opportunities  would  allow 
me  to  judge;  there  is  facility  for  taking  care  of  a  large  quantity  of  knees  at  that  place. 

Q.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  other  timber? — A.  I  consider  that  the  space  that  could  be  occu- 
pied by  timber  is  larger  at  League  Island  navy-yard  than  at  auy  other  navy-yard  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

Q  Were  you  of  the  board  ordered  by  the  bureau  to  visit  the  different  navy-yards  to 
inspect  their  capacity  and  means  of  building  ships  ? — A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
constructors,  which  was  ordered  to  visit  the  six  Atlautic  navy-yards. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  could  you  build  out  of  the  timber  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  ? — A. 
As  near  as  mv  memory  serves  me,  the  timber  at  that  yard  of  the  proper  proportion  would 
not  admit  of  building  over  two  ships  of  medium  size. 
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Q.  How  maaoj  at  the  Boston  yard  7 — A.  I  don*t  remember  as  to  that,  or  anj  of  the  other 
jazus,  except  my  own  here,  where  there  is  not  enough  to  build  one  ship ;  I  am  speaking  of 
the  proportions  of  the  different  kinds  of  timber. 

Q.  Did  not  jonr  examination  show  that  there  was  an  excess  of  promiscaoas  timber  7 — ^A. 
It  did. 

Q.  Is  the  purchase  of  that  kind  of  timber  for  preservation  through  a  series  of  years  a 
proper  and  wise  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  GoyemmentT— A.  I  cannot  see  but  that  it  is 
proper. 

Q.  Ib  there  not  a  deficiency  in  curved  and  principal  pieces,  in  proportion  to  the  promis- 
cuous timber  7 — A.  I  so  consider. 

Q.  The  promiscuous  timber  is  more  easily  obtained,  is  it  not  T— A.  I  should  say  it  was. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  g^ve  the  committee  your  judgment  as  to  how  much  timber  has  |  been 
purchased  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  at  annual  lettings,  and  how  much  by  what  is 
termed  open  purchase  f — ^A.  I  have  no  information  which  I  could  ^ve  the  committee. 

Q.  Doyon  remember  Bir.  John  S.  Porter,  former  constructor  at  the  Norfolk  navy-yard, 
lir.  F.  W.  Jett,  shipwright,  and  Mr.  Phillips  f — ^A.  I  remember  Mr.  Jett  and  Mr.  Porter.  I 
know  them  personally. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  their  standing  as  shipwrights  T — A.  I  have  always  considered 
them  good  mechanics  and  reliable  men. 

Q.  Thai  opinion,  as  to  the  quality  of  timber,  in  your  judgment,  is  entitled  to  respect,  is 
it  not?— A.  It  is. 

Q.  Is  not  the  system  of  letting  somewhat  after  this  manner  T  Commencing  with  a  period 
of  we  year  when  the  head  of  the  bureau  calls  upon  the  constructors  at  the  different  yards 
to  make  their  estimates  of  what  is  needed,  are  you  not  notified  at  the  same  time  of  how 
much  money  is  set  apart  for  your  different  yanls  7 — A.  The  usual  custom  is,  that  I  am 
informed,  through  the  commandant  of  the  station,  that  a  certain  amount  is  allotted  where- 
with to  buy  the  Decessary  material  required  at  the  navy-yard,  under  the  usual  yearly  let- 
tines,  and  he  orders  that  in  making  up  my  schedule  I  shall  not  exceed  that  amount. 

Q.  When  you  have  made  such  estimates  and  returned  them  to  the  bureau  here,  have  you 
ever  noticed  the  fact,  if  such  was  the  fact, that  they  were  lessened  or  reduced  or  abated  in 
any  way  7 — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Has  it  been  to  such  an  extent  as  to  become  notable,  in  your  opinion  T  From  your  obser- 
vation, has  not  the  relative  quantity  purchased  at  the  annual  lettings,  and  that  purchased  at 
open  purchase,  been  largely  in  favor  of  open  purchase  T — A  It  h^,  in  many  cases. 

Q.  In  making  the  annual  lettings  have  not  small  <^uantities  of  timber  and  lumber  been 
advertised  for,  and  then  has  it  not  so  happened  that  either  the  contract  was  not  taken,  or, 
if  taken,  that  the  contractor  who  had  secured  the  letting  afterward,  delivered  large  quan- 
titieji  at  open  purchase  f — ^A.  I  have  noticed  that  in  some  cases  the  contract  was  not  given. 
I  iiave  also  noticed  that  when  given  it  was  in  excess,  and  that  more  than  the  orig^inal  quan- 
titj  contracted  for  was  received. 

Q.  Have  you  not  within  your  own  experience,  in  making  an  estimate,  found  that  there 
was  deHvered  at  your  own  yard,  under  open  purchase,  a  larger  quantity  of  timber  or  lumber 
than  you  had  estimated  for  or  required  T — A.  I  should  sav  yes. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  noted  the  &ct  that  where  a  small  quantity  of 
timber  was  advertised  for,  a  larger  quantity  was  afterward  delivered  at  the  yard  and 
tfdexed  to  be  received  ? — A.  Such  nas  been  the  case. 

Q.  Assuming  that  you  desired  to  favor  any  party  as  a  contractor,  could  not  it  be  done 
in  this  way,  to  wit,  to  advertise  for  a  smaller  quantity  of  tiQiber  or  lumber  than  an  ordinary- 
sized  vessel  would  load  with,  the  effect  being  that  unless  he  were  advised  that  a  larger  quan- 
titj  would  be  wanted  later,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  party  to  make  a  bid,  but 
that  if  the  party  had  knowledge  that  a  larger  quantity  of  timber  of  that  quality  or  descrip- 
tion wonla  be  received  at  the  yard,  he  would  have  a  ^very  large  advantage  in  making  his 
bid  T — A.  I  should  say  yes. 

Q.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  deliveries  of  timber  and  lumber  made  at  the  Kittery  yard 
while  you  were  there,  were  not  the  principal  parties  in  delivering  it,  Messrs.  Swift  Sl  Triok- 
€y  A.  Jewett  f — A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  deliveries  made  by  Mr.  Swift  while  I  was  sta- 
tioned St  the  Kittery  yard,  but  I  should  say  that  the  larger  quantity  had  been  delivered  by 
Mesns.  Trickey  &  Jewett,  and  Mr.  Bigler,  of  Newbnrgh. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  instance  within  your  experience  where  you  have  estimated  for 
a  large  amount  of  timber  or  lumber  where  when  it  g^t  to  the  head  of  the  bureau  it  was  re- 
duced in  amount,  and  so  advertised,  but,  when  it  came  to  be  delivered,  the  amount  that  you 
lad  originally  called  for,  or  in  excess  of  that  amount,  would  be  delivered  T — ^A.  I  have  noticed 
tktt  where  I  have  asked  for  a  certain  quantity,  within  the  amount  of  money  allowed  me  by 

the  Deputment,  that  Quantity  was  reduced  in  the  printed  schedules  by  which  contracts 

were  made  out,  but  in  tne  delivery  of  material  by  the  contractor,  whoever  got  it,  a  larger  quan- 

%  was  received  at  the  navy-yard ;  in  most  cases  by  an  order  from  the  commodore. 
Q.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  that  order  caoie  from  the  head  |0f  the  bureau  7 

--A  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 
Q..»Tben  it  was  the  same  party  who  scaled  your  estimates  in  the  first  nlace,  who  made 

^  advertisement  in  the  second  place,  and  who  controlled  the  reception  of  tne  timber  in  the 

third  place  t— A.  It  was  so  done,  as  I  understand  it,  in  the  bureau. 
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Q.  Large  opportnnities  for  fayoritism  (so  to  call  it)  maj  occur  in  that  waj  f — A.  I  should 
think  80. 

Q.  Do  jon  remember  any  difficulty  or  controrersy  between  Messrs.  Trickey  Sl  Jewett  and 
yourself  about  the  reception  of  any  timber  at  the  yard,  and  how  it  was  settled  f —A.  I  do 
not  remember  any  controyersy,  omy  as  re^rds  some  white-pine  deck-plank  which  was  cut 
from  the  State  of  Maine,  second-growth  inferior  pine,  to  the  amount  or  10,000  feet,  which  I 
condemned,  and  in  its  place,  good  material  was  ramished.  So  far  as  my  dealings  with  the 
firm  of  Trickej  &,  Jewett  are  concerned,  I  haye  no  reason  to  find  any  fault ;  I  being  the  one 
to  study  the  mterest  of  the  Goyemment ;  they  haye  always,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
furnished  a  good  material,  for  which  they  were  paid. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  case  where  there  has  been  any  proposal  for  lumber,  or  certain 
things  in  the  Kittery  yard,  and  that  proposal  has  been  maae,  we  will  say,  by  Trickey  Sl 
Jewettv  and  their  proposal  receiyed,  and  then  other  parties  haye  told  you  that  they  got  their 
■hare  of  it,  that  they  made  just  as  much  as  though  they  had  furnished  it  tbemselyes,  as  if 
they  had  gone  into  competition  in  bidding  t — A.  I  was  once  told  that  such  was  the  case. 


Q.  Who  was  the  party  that  got  the  contract  T — ^A.  Mr.  Jewett. 


Who  was  the  party  that  told  yon  that  he  got  as  much  as  if  he  had  furnished  it  him- 
self 7^-A.  Mr.  Adams. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  false  bids  or  combination  among  bidders  t — A.  I 
know  of  none. 
Q.  Haye  you  any  information  upon  that  point  t — ^A.  I  haye  been  told  that  such  was  the 


Q.  How  is  it  managed  f — A.  As  I  understand  it,  merchants  in  the  same  business  are  in- 
duced b^  the  most  interested  parties  to  put  in  a  bid,  which  was  to  be  understood  by  the 
party  of'^the  first  part,  and  a  portion  of  tne  material  was  to  be  bought  of  the  party  of  the 
secondpart. 

Q.  Was  it  not  Trickey  d&  Jewett  who  did  that? — ^A.  I  haye  heard  of  such  a  thing  as 
haying  been  done  by  them. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  came  lir.  Adams  to  say  to  yon  that  he  had  his  share  of  that  f— A.  I  went,  I  sup- 
pose, and  told  him  that  Mr.  Trickey  had  the  contract  to  put  in  tiie  white-pine  lumber. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Adams  bid  on  itt — ^A.  He  told  me  that  he  nad.  He  told  me  that  he  made  his 
profit. 

Q.  Of  course  he  bid  aboye  Messrs,  Trickey  &,  Jewett  T— A.  I  am  led  to  belieye  that  Mr. 
Jewett  was  the  lowest  bidder. 

Q.  Are  you  not  led  to  belieye  that  there  was  a  combination  between  them  in  the  bids,  by 
his  making  that  remark  7 — ^A.  I  would  naturally  infer  that  such  was  the  case. 

By  the  Chairbian  : 

Q.  In  order  to  make  themselyes  the  lowest  bidder,  Trickey  &,  Jewett  would  ask  some 
other  gentleman  to  put  in  bids,  they  knowing  what  their  bids  would  be,  and  then  they  would 
put  in  one  lower,  so  that  the  paymaster  could  award  it  to  the  lowest  bidder  t — ^A.  I  naye  no 
knowledge  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  done  other  than  as  stated. 

Q.  Coming  down  to  the  nayy-yard  at  Washington,  do  you  know  of  men  being  borne  on 
the  rolls  of  the  construction  department  who  were  never  there  to  perform  the  servioe  for 
which  they  were  employed  and  paid  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  T — ^A.  I  haye  on  my  rolls  from  eight  to  nine  men  here  at  this  yard. 

Q.  Where  are  the  men  t— A.  I  am  informed,  by  a  certificate  receiyed  on  the  usual  pay«> 
days,  that  they  haye  been  performing  labor  in  the  bureau,  and  in  the  Nayy  Department. 

Q.  Can  you  ffiye  us  tne  names  of  those  men  T — ^A.  I  cannot  without  referring  to  the 
muster-booK  of  uie  yard. 

Q.  Please  do  that.  The  workmen  are  generally  discharged  at  your  yard  now,  are  they 
not  T — ^A.  I  haye  a  yery  small  number  of  men  employed  at  present 

Q.  And  that  is  so  in  all  the  yards  f— A.  It  is  so  in  our  yard. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  while  the  workmen  are  discharged  the  clerical  force  is  stiU  re- 
tained ? — A  large  portion  are. 

Q.  The  proE^ion  of  discharge  is  relatiyely  in  £ftyor  ot  the  clerks  and  against  the  work- 
men, is  it  not  T— A.  It  is  hot  at  %e  present  time  in  my  department. 

Q.  Has  it  eyer  been  so  T — ^A.  It  has. 

Q.  When  f— A.  Within  the  past  six  months. 

Q.  Did  you  express  any  wishes  or  ask  any  instructions  in  regard  to  it  ^urself  t— A.  I  did 
not.  I  made  a  suspension  of  the  clerks.  They  were  ordered  Back  again  by  the  comman- 
dant 

Q.  Do  you  know  under  whose  orders  he  was  acting  t—> A.  By  the  documents  receiyed  and 
recorded  in  my  office,  it  apnears  that  it  was  done  by  order  from  the  bureau. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Alert,  as  a  sloop  of  war  t— A.  I  consider  that  from  the 
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htiofhet  beinff  built  of  iron,  she  is  not  so  f^d  as  if  built  of  wood.  She  is  a  vessel  that 
I  vvold  never  build  mjself. 

Q.  What  do  yon  saj  as  to  her  machinery  and  speed  ?— A.  I  have  no  knowled^  as  to  her 
ipscd  or  machineiy. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  examine  her  while  she  was  at  this  yard  ? — A.  I  examined  the  ship  proper 

Q.  Taking  her  even  as  an  iron  vessel,  was  she  well  buHt  or  not  f — A.  She  was  as  well 
Ittit  as  I  eoo«der  she  could  be. 

Q.  Who  coostmcted  the  Alert  ? — A.  I  have  been  told  that  Mr.  Roach  constructed  her. 

Q.  The  matoial  that  was  intended  to  be  used  in  the  repair  of  the  Tallapoosa,  where  it 
ikt  f— A.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  where  it  is. 

Q.  Is  there  any  timber  ^n  the  navy-yard  here  now  that  was  gotten  out  for  the  purpose  ot 

T*  ing  that  vessel  ¥ — A.  No  material  that  was  gotten  out. 
Any  timber  7 — A.  There  is  timber  in  the  yard,  which  I  am  informed  was  received  for 
ii  parpoee  of  rebaildine  the  Tallapoosa. 

Q.  Where  was  the  Tallapoosa  reouilt  T — A.  At  Baltimore. 

Q.  Bv  contract  t — ^A.  I  have  no  knowledge  as  to  whether  a  contract  was  made  or  not.  I 
BplykDow  that  Mr.  Booz  did  the  work. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  it  was  done  by  the  dav  or  by  the  job  Y — A.  I  donU  know  per- 
foiSlj^  but  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  done  by  the  day. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  timber  was  taken  from  here  to  Baltimore  T — A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  Who  supplied  the  timber,  tli^  Government  or  the  contractor  ? — A.  I  don*t  know.  I 
a  (eld  that  it  was  bonght  in  Baltimore. 

().  Did  you  inspect  the  Tallapoosa  after  she  was  rebuilt  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  occasion  to  examine  her  t — A.  I  did. 

i.  What  do  yon  saj  as  to  that  job  t— A.  I  should  say  that  it  was  a  fiilr  job. 

Q.  I  imdentand  yon  to  say  that  vou  did  not  know  what  the  price  paid  by  the  Gk>vem- 
Mst  was  T— A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  she  cost  to  rebuila. 

Thi  foDowing  papers  were  ordered  to  be  appended  to  the  testimony  of  this  witness : 

Constructor's  Department, 
Navy-Yardf  KitUry,  Me,,  September  29^  1674. 

Caomodore  Andrew  Brtson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant : 

Sb:  In  obedience  to  the  bureau's  order  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  made  a  strict  and  care- 
UfiiBisatiim  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  steamer  Enterprise,  and  respectfully 
Mt,riz: 

ik  Tsssel  was  launched  on  the  23d  of  June  last,  and  has  been  laying  alongside  the  wharf 
IMS  tken,  as  well  protected  from  the  weather  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  She 
viQ  nqidie  to  oomplete  her  for  sea  the  following-named  work : 

VmkI  to  be  docked,  bottom  seams  hardened  in  and  filled  up,  ^ved  and  coppered.  Two 
ftnsdt  of  ft^fc^""*  to  be  put  in  above  the  copper  line,  one  thread  m  the  batteries,  two  threads 
ktbisain-deck,  one  in  each  of  the  others.  Seams  to  be  puttied  and  two  coats  of  paint 
Mode  and  inboard.  The  cabin,  ward-room,  and  steerages  to  be  glassed  over.  The  spars 
■d  boats  to  have  three  coats  of  "paint  Poop-deck  to  be  puttied  and  painted.  Spars  to  be 
Hde  as  pa  plan  and  fitted  complete.  Spare  spars  and  boat-spars  to  be  made  and  fitted 
oolite.  Four  torpedo  spars  to  be  made  and  fitted ;  also  the  torpedo  fittings  for  the  launch. 
All  tbehk>eksre<^uiiedeithar  for  rigging  or  outfit;  one  composition  counter-knee;  mM^a- 
■e  rods  and  casings  for  same  ;  awning-bands  on  masts  ;  fore  and  main  stay-bolts ;  tore 
ad  Bain-top  mast  stay-bolts ;  fore  and  main  storm  sta^-bolts ;  fore-top  gallant  and  royal 
itif  bolts ;  flying  martingale  stay-bolt ;  jib  and  flving-jib  guy-bolts ;  martingale  back-rope 
M;  bolu  for  anchor  lashings ;  eye-bolts  for  leaders  under  sails ;  rods  for  leaders  around 
■aiu:  stay-eaU  sheet  bolts;  top-sail  halyard  bolts;  eye-bolts  in  hatch-bars;  shot  and 
M  lacks  where  required ;  shot  and  shell  cranes,  where  required ;  fore  and  main  jack-bolts. 
£7«-bolts  over  magazines  and  shell-room  hatches ;  eye-bolts  for  spanker-bolts ;  bag-rack 
^i ;  boring  for  hoidinff  down  bolts,  fastening  of  engine,  keelsons,  and  shaft-bearings ;  eye- 
^  in  deck  and  combings  around  masts ;  hause  and  scupper  plugs ;  stowing  of  spare 
>Be^:  gratings  fitted  in  bread  and  sail  room,  magazines,  and  shell-rooms ;  foot-plate  on 
Wv^hock ;  braes  in  wake  of  ladders  to  several  decks ;  rollers  on  bowsprit-bitts ;  head- 
i^o« ;  eye-bolts  for  cat  and  fish-fall  leaders ;  composition  rudder-chidns,  and  eye-bolts  for 
■Be :  eye-bolts  for  lashings  in  channels  ;  one  complete  set  ot  pump-gear ;  iron  stanchions 
iid  nil  for  the  bead  ;  mortise  and  sheave  top-sail  sheet-  bitts ;  steering-^ear,  fitted  complete  ; 
^iii-eyes,  hearts  and  buU^s  eyes  to  make  and  strap ;  grab-rods  on  the  side  of  the  vessel,  and 
*i  m  side  steps ;  securing  pivot-gun  track,  putting  in  centers,  &c ;  putting  on  breart 
!*•»  for  broadside-guns ;  pump-brt^Les,  capstan-bars  &c.,  to  stow  ;  bath-tubs  to  be  fitted 
»fe  fofecastle,  as  per  plan ;  iron  stand  and  one  head-tank  for  scuttle-butt  and  connectionfl 
•ak belters;  mooring  chocks  for  bridle-ports;  ports,  shutters  cut  for  guns,  and  bucklers 
»*fc  where  required  ;  four  iron  mooring-cleats  on  mahi  deck ;  shifting-boards  in  hammock- 
■•KBfs;  seeimng  of  hammock-cloths;  putting  in  powder-scuttles  and  pipes  for  foui-air 


64  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

pnmpg ;  lockets  for  marines*  hats ;  water-closet  and  wash-stand  fitted  in  sick  bay ;  sir-ports 
wrenches,  and  stowing  of  same ;  two  anchor-shoes ;  fishes  for  masts  and  yards,  (iron ; ) 
hatch-battens ;  hatch-combings,  fitted  to  batten  down,  (iron;)  combings;  all  pantries  to  be 
fitted  with  wine-glass  racks  and  cup-hooks. 

Following  boats  bnilt  and  fitted  complete:  Launch,  28' x 7'  10f^"x3'2'';  first  cutter, 
26'  X  6'  8i"  X  2'  3i"  ;  second  and  third  cutters,  24'  x  6'  2i"  x  2'  ^"  ;  waist  boat,  27'  x  5'  8" 
x2'2i";  dinghy,  ]8'x4' 9i"x  1' d^";  shot  and  shell  racks  made  and  fitted;  carpenter's 
work  in  connection  with  putting  up  coaKbunkers ;  Lewis  bolts  wherever  reqnired ;  work 
of  putting  in  place  and  securing  ^hoe,  posts,  jacket  and  rudder ;  docking  and  coppering 
of  the  ship ;  torpedo-fittings,  per  regulation  ;  boxing  of  pumps  in  the  hold ;  lift  and  force 
pumps,  with  all  necessary  connections  to  tanks,  galley,  and  scuttle-butt ;  two  head-pumps 
and  necessary  connections,  complete ;  forecastle  and  quarter-deck  scuppers ;  scuppers  in 
hammock-nettings ;  tanks  and  connections  in  water-closets  ;  three  channel-pumps  and  con- 
nections ;  one  wash-deck,  pumps  and  connections ;  ventilation  through  cabin  to  be  made 
and  put  in ;  four  pump-tops  to  be  made ;  side-ladders  and  sentry-walks  to  be  made  and 
fitted. 

Boxing  of  all  lead  pipes ;  closets  to  confine  mess-chests ;  steering-wheel  to  make  and 
wheel-ropes  to  case ;  musket-rack  and  belt-pins  for  marines ;  halyard-racks,  hose  and  haw- 
ser reels,  complete ;  carpenter's  work-bench  and  tool-chest :  bureau,  wash-stand,  and  toilet- 
rack  for  each  state-room ;  spring  bottom  in  each  berth  ;  sideboard  and  extension-table  in 
wash-room ;  sideboard  and  extension-table  in  cabin ;  writing-table,  book -case,  sofa,  settle 
and  silver-ware  chest  in  cabin ;  extension-table  for  warrant  officers ;  extension- table  for 
engineers  ;  extension-table  for  midshipmen ;  hanging-tables  for  ship's  cook ;  desk  for  pay- 
master, ship's  writer,  marine  officer,  and  captain's  clerk;  mess,  top,  channel,  boat,  arm, and 
turpentine  chests ;  water-closet  and  bath-room  to  finish  in  the  cabin ;  bulk-heads  of  maga- 
zine and  shell-room  to  be  covered  with  iron  ;  four  oil-tanks  to  make:  shell-room  flood-cock; 
transom  seat  and  cushions  in  afler  cabin ;  moldings  over  all  cabin-windows ;  coraice 
around  mizzen-mast  in  cabin  ;  boarding-pike  racks  on  mainmast ;  all  door-sills  to  be  cov- 
ered with  brass ;  cabin  deck  to  be  sheathed  ;  new  gratings  and  ladders  to  be  made,  (the  pres- 
ent ones  land  in  the  hatch-cover  below  gratings  made  by  the  mile  and  sawed  off  as  re- 
quired ;)  gratings  for  bridle-ports ;  one  composition  hatch  to  be  made  and  nut  in  place ;  com- 
position pin  board  and  pins  for  mizzen-mast,  and  composition  hawse  sail  for  leaders  ;  port 
shutters  made  and  hung  ;  breeching,  side,  and  training  bolts,  all  to  be  made ;  hatch  bars,  iron 
and  copper ;  hawse,  pipes,  shutters,  and  plugs ;  hammock-hooks,  to  be  made  and  put  in  ; 
brass  canopy  rail  to  cabin  and  wardroom  hatches,  iron  to  all  others  ;  coal  scuttles  to  be  put  in  ; 
sets  ot  boat  davits,  to  be  made  and  fitted  complete ;  crutch  stanchions  for  swinging-ooom  ; 
iron-awning  stanchion  aft;  iron  cleats  where  required,  ship's  bells  and  fittings,  breeclung- 
bolt  pins,  running-light  shades  and  stanchions ;  rabbeting  for  and  making  and  hanging 
port  shutters,  brass  and  tack  bumpkins,  stanchions  and  sail  around  on  poop  and  top-g^lant 
forecastle,  pin-rails  and  fair  leads  for  head-sheets,  awning-stanchions,  fitted  complete ;  cat- 
heads to  be  made  and  put  in ;  bill-boards,  life-buoy,  one  and  one-half  sets  capstan-bars, 
chain-trippers,  complete ;  making  and  stowing  tank ;  making  rigging-rack  and  putting  up 
iron  hangers  for  stowage  in  hold  ;  making  and  putting  in  all  necessary  cleats,  cavils,  and 
mooring-cbocks,  wedging-masts,  all  the  cooperage  to  make  and  paint  with  chocks  for 
stowing  casks :  bolts  for  yard  and  stay-tackle  fall ;  bolts  for  mast-rope  leaders ;  eve-bolts  for 
leaders  for  main  top-mast  and  main  gallant  stay -sail  sheets ;  bolt  in  check-knees  for  hooking 
cat  backs ;  bolts  for  rudder  pendant  stops ;  bolts  for  wicker  pumps,  bolts  for  bowsprit 
shrouds  and  bobstay  link,  bolts  for  foreyard  tackle,  bolts  for  leaders  for  boat's  falls,  coats 
for  masts  and  bowsprit  armory  to  befitted ;  chronometer-box  for  navigator ;  book-case  in  pay- 
master's room  ;  tar-tank  to  be  secured  in  hold,  boat  davit  stretches,  trailboards  to  be  put  in, 
shifting  sail  in  pivot  ports,  engineer's  store-room  to  be  furnished,  table  and  drawers  for  yeo- 
man's room,  mess-table  for  pettv  officers,  ash-shutes  to  cut  in  side  of  vessel ;  cot-frames  to 
make ;  spare  and  other  oars,  ana  boat-hooks ;  fitting  for  head-light ;  scuppers  between  maga 
zine  and  passage  in  bulk-head ;  iron  pipe  to  be  cased  in  magazine ;  iron  fastening  in  maga- 
zine to  be  cased  up ;  rods  in  prison  to  confine  prisoners,  rollers  in  sail-room  doors,  lower 
rims  to  put  in  cham  pipes. 
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f9r  Mvpplies  fmrnished  at   United  States  navy-yard,  at   Washington,  D.  C.,from 

December  1,  1875,  to  March  1,  1875. 


i«. 


tt. 


Date. 


December,   1875 

........do  

do 

do 


.do 
.do 


do 

do 

do 

Jaoaarj, 


1876 


ipeoQ. 


tttenon. 


B.. 


md&Co. 

ipMo 

ittfCrmi... 


.do 

.do 

.do 
.do 

.do 

.do 


do 

Fobraary,    1876 
do 


Contract,  open  porchaae, 
or  boreaa  order. 


Contract 

Contract 

Contract , 

Open  purchaie  reqniel- 
tion. 

Open  parchaM  reqaUi* 
tion. 

Open  purchaie  reqaisl* 
tion. 

Contract , 

Contract , 

Contract 

Open  porchaae  requiai* 
tion. 

Open  purchaae  eqaiai- 
tion. 

Open  pnrchaae  rexolii- 
tion. 

Boreaa  order 

Open  porchase  requiai* 
tion. 

Open  porchaae  reqoiai* 
tion. 

Open  porchaae  requisi- 
tion to  supply  deflcien- 
del  on  Nattan's  con- 
tract. 

Open  porchaae  reqoiai- 
tion. 

Open  porchaae  requisi- 
tion. 

Boreaa  order 


Nomber  of  dasa. 


54.  Hardware  .... 

74.  Acids 

54.  Hardware  .... 
White  pine  plank. 


Hardware 

Painta,  broahei,  Sec... 


TT.  Oom-packing 

54.  Hardware , 

35.  Steel 

Hardware  and  tooli..., 


Painti 

Drawing-paper 


Hickory  ipan 
Machinery.... 


Plate-iron  .. 
Lamp-black 


Plate-iron 

Painta 

Hickory-ipan  Sc  locoat. 


Amount. 


$103  05 

83  90 

761  47 

350  59 

215  09 

186  10 

63  00 

44  70 

524  96 

327  60 

79  36 

13  50 

222  00 
2. 695  00 

15  75 

46  48 


83  33 

80  16 
711  35 


Memorandum, 

Namea. 

Rating. 

Pay  per  day. 

f  ..................................... 

Writer  at  the  boreao 

$3  25 
3  25 

Teiner 

do 

?hite 

do 

3  25 

Laaiir 

do 

3  25 

m^ 

Tipfttiirhtiman  at  the  boreao 

5  26 

er ; 

MMiSf^nflrer  at  the  Deoartment .......... 

Per  month. 
60  00 

tfattn 

..... .do  .■•... ..........  .............. 

60  00 

J 

LiRbomr  At  the  Denartment ............ 

P«r  day. 

2  00 

m 

do .......................... 

2  00 

IkiT 

do 

2  00 

lUowing  U  a  snmmaiy  of  the  estimated  cost  of  labor  and  materials  to  complete  the 


Occopation. 


Ikt 


Niper  aiker. 
tt 


J2»*  iron  plater. 


T 


Material. 


$8,404  00 

500  00 

964  00 

3,560  00 

600  00 

50  00 


2. 913  00 
500  00 
700  00 
150  00 


^. 


T^ 


3,683  00 


22,029  00 


B-  Mis,  170,  pt.  1 5 


Labor. 


$2,898  00 
2,458  00 
2,596  OO 
8.634  OO 
1,000  00 

829  OO 

600  00 
2.235  00 
2.900  00 
1,706  00 

500  00 

1.000  00 

16,285  00 

900  00 


44,54i  00 
22.029  00 

"66^570  00 
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KiTTERY,  Me.,  starch  17, 1876. 
T.  D.  Wilson  sworn  aDd  examiDed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  jovlt  profession  7 — A.  if  am  a  naval  constrnctor  of  the  United  States. 

Q.  How  long  Lave  you  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  naval  constructor  7 — 
A.  My  commission  is  dated  Jnlj  1,  1873. 

Q.  How  lone  had  von  been  assistant  naval  constructor  before  jon  were  promoted  to  con- 
structor ?— A.  Since  May  17,  1666. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Gkyvernment  employ  7 — A.  I  have  been  in  the  Govern- 
ment employ  from  1858  up  to  the  present  time. 

Q.  In  what  yards  have  you  been  on  duty  T — A.  I  have  been  on  duty  at  the  navy -yard  at 
Pensacola,  from  Pensacola  to  Philadelphia,  from  Philadelphia  to  the  naval  school  as  instrac- 
ior  in  naval  architecture,  from  the  Naval  Academy  to  the  Washin[2^n  yard. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  been  on  duty  in  the  Kittery  yard  Y— A.  Since  June  13, 1874. 

Q.  Were  you  here  dfuring  the  building  of  any  portion  of  the  steamer  Enterprise  7^-A.  I 
was  here  at  the  launching  of  the  vessel  for  the  first  time.  The  work  under  the  second  con- 
tract has  since  been  commenced. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  were  ^ou  then  serving  7 — ^A.  Naval  constructor  of  the  vard. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  this  yard  your  residence  f — A.  About  four  weeks  after  I  reported 
here. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  Hanscom  came  here  to  see  about  the  contract  for  building 
that  vessel? — A.  I  was  not.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the  yard  until  1  arrived  here, 
the  day  the  Enterprise  was  launched.  That  is  the  first  connection  I  had  with  the  Enterprise. 

Q.  While  vou  were  here,  do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  facilities  of  the  yard  were  given 
to  Mr.  Griffiths  in  carrying  out  his  contract  with  the  Government  T — A.  They  were,  as  far  as 
our  means  would  permit.  That  is,  when  I  speak  of  ** means,'*  I  mean  with  the  money  that 
we  had  at  our  command. 

Q.  Did  you  have  material  all  the  time  such  as  he  wanted  T — A.  The  material  was  always 
on  hand,  but  a  portion  of  the  labor,  which  under  the  contract  we  were  to  furnish,  could  not 
be  ftimished  at  certain  times,  on  account  of  other  work.  For  instance,  the  Marion's  work 
was  going  on.  We  gave  them  all  the  facilities  we  could  for  the  time  being,  but  we  had 
orders  from  the  Department  to  do  the  Marion's  work  by  a  certain  date,  which  delayed  the 
Enterprise's  work  a  little. 

Q.  That  was  on  the  second  contract  ? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  old  man,  often  absent  from  the  work  on  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  he  was  frequently  absent  for  weeks  at  a  time. 

Q.  Who  was  the  foreman  who  attended  to  the  business  for  him  T — A.  Wm.  F.  Noyes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  alterations  that  were  made  in  the  original  plans  for  the  building 
of  that  vessel  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  quarter-galleries  were  left  off,  Tor  one  thing. 

Q.  How  much  would  it  have  cost  if  they  had  been  put  on  t — A.  I  should  say  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1,100. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  change  that  you  know  of  7  Was  the  galvanizing  of  the  iron  left  off  7 — 
A.  I  can't  say  positively  in  relation  to  the  galvanizing.  I  have  understood  that  Mr.  Griffiths 
was  to  do  the  galvanizing,  and  the  Government  did  it  for  him. 

Q.  What  was  that  worth  ? — A.  Not  being  here  at  the  time,  and  not  knowing  what  was 
done,  I  cannot  give  you  any  estimate  of  it.  1  will  ascertain  what  it  cost  from  the  office 
records.   About  1568. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  any  of  the  bills  on  the  contract  ship  7 — A.  I  did. 

Q.  By  whose  order  T — A.  By  order  of  the  chief  naval  constructor,  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  How  many  ot  those  bills  did  you  sign  7 — A.  The  onlv  bill  that  I  signed  on  the  first 
contract  was  the  bill  for  extra  work,  which  I  did  by  order  of  Mr.  Hanscom.  (Copy  furnished 
committee. ) 

Q.  Were  you  consulted  to  know  whether  that  extra  work  had  been  performed  as  claimed  f — 
A.  No,  sir.  Tbe  original  of  the  bills  for  extra  work  was  made  and  signed  by  Mr.  Hans- 
com and  he  directed  me  to  have  the  duplicate  and  triplicate  made  and  sign  them ;  he  certi- 
fied to  me  that  tbe  bills  were  correct  in  all  respects.  I  sigpaed,  and  so  did  the  commandant  on 
.  this  assurance.  An  indorsement  in  red  ink  to  this  effect  was  put  on  the  copy  retained  in  the 
naval  constructor's  office.    (See  copy  furnished  commiftee.) 

Q.  Were  you  consulted  to  know  whether  any  damage  had  been  done  to  Mr.  Griffiths  by 
the  Government  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tbe  bill  was  just  handed  to  you  and  yon  were  required  to  sign  it  t— A.  YeS;  sir.  The 
certificate  which  I  gave  committee  reads  as  follows : 

*'  I  hereby  certify  that  the.  annexed  bill  is  a  true  copy  of  the  bill  made  in  this  office ;  that 
the  indorsement  in  '  red '  was  placed  on  it  by  my  order,  at  the  time  the  bills  were  ordered 
made,  as  I  knew  nothing  oi  any  extra  work  being  done,  not  being  the  constructor  when  the 
vessel  was  built.  I  signed  the  bill  by  direction  ot  the  chief  naval  constructor,  after  he  had 
made  and  signed  the  original,  at  the  navy-yard,  'Kittery,  Maine  ;  and  I  explained  to  the 
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I 
eommaQdmot  of  the  jard  at  the  time  that  I  knew  nothing  of  any  extra  work,  hat  made  the 
trills  according  to  order  from  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  signed  after  him,  the  commandant  signing 
alter  me. 

"T.  D.  WILSON, 
*'  Naval  Constructor, 
'*Nav4L  Constructor's  Office, 

•*  JVflry-Fflrrf,  KUtery,  March  17,  1876." 

"Labor. 

"  The  United  States  Nary  Department  to  John  W.  Griffiths,, Dr, 

"  Appropriation :  Eight,  steam  sloop  Enterprise. 

**  BUREAU  OF  CONSTRUCTION  AND  REPAIR. 

1874. 
Oct.  26.  To  extra  work  as  per  hill  of  items  rendered,  in  part  payment,  and  on  ac- 
count, fonr  thousand  dollars $4,000  00 

•*L  HAN8C0M, 
'*  Chief  of  Bureau, 

'*  The  original  of  this  bill  was  made  by  the  chief  of  the  horean,  and  verbal  directions 
giTeo  to  the  naval  constructor  to  sign  the  same. 
**  Having  lully  examined  the  above  charges,  —  certify  that  -^^— 

»» T.  D.  WILSON,  N,  C. 

•*  Navy-Yard,  ,  187    . 

'*The  public  exigencies  required  the  immediate  services  mentioned  in  this  bill,  and  as 
there  was  not  time  to  advertise  for  proposals,  they  were  properly  obtained  by  open  purchase  ; 
sad  the  same  is  approved  for  the  sum  of  -^^—  dollars  ■  cents. 

"A.  BRYSON, 
"  Commandant y 

Q.  Did  you  make  out  the  reservation-bill  ?— >A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Hichbom  made  the  reserva- 
tion-biil. 

Q.  Do  yon  consider  that  the  work  was  completed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  first 
eoDtract  t — A.  It  was  not,  in  my  opinion. 

Q.  What  particulars  can  you  mention  ? — A.  Well,  the  heaviest  items  were  the  boat-davits, 
complete  in  all  respects,  galvanizing,  quarter-galleries,  and  coppering. 

Q.  Did  you  funish  any  list  of  the  items  required  to  finisn  the  work  previous  to  the 
giving  out  of  the  $25,000  contract  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did.  Mr.  Hichbom  was  my  assistant 
ii  the  time. 

Q.  Was  that  submitted  to  Commodore  Howell? — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  submitted  to 
Commodore  Bryson,  who  was  then  commandant  here,  and  by  him  furnished  to  the  chief 
of  the  bureau,  in  obedience  to  the  bureau's  orders,  dated  September  21,  1874. 

Q.  Did  Commodore  Bryson  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hanscom,  stating  that  the  ship  was  not 
complete  ? — A.  Commodore  Howell  was  the  one  who '  wrote  that  letter.  That  was  before 
»be  was  launched.  All  the  evidence  I  have  in  relation  to  that,  was  from  conversation  with 
saral  constmctor  Hichbom. 

Q.  How  much  labor  was  required  to  finish  the  work,  according  to  jour  estimate  t — A. 
Forty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  was  required  to  finish  the  ship,  com- 
plete in  all  respects,  ready  for  sea,  on  that  day,  September  29,  1874. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  deduction  was  made  in  favor  of  the  Government  for  leav- 
ifif  off  those  quarter- galleries  ? — A.  None,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  would  it  have  cost  to  put  .on  the  quarter-galleries  ?— A.  About  $1,100. 

Q.  Who  did  the  galvanizing  for  the  Enterprise  1 — A.  The  Government,  so  I  am  informed. 

Q.  At  about  what  cost  ?<— A.  Galvanizing  work,  about  |568,  as  taken  from  office  records. 

Q.  Was  the  Government  compensated  for  it  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  There  is  work 
itili  remaining  on  the  Enterprise,  that  will  have  to  be  changed,  and  it  was  so  reported  on 
tbt  first  contract. 

Q.  What  work  was  that  ?— A.  The  ladders  are  made  to  land  ou  the  hatches  instead  of  on  the 
combings,  and  the  gratings  are  not  made  as  required  by  the  inspector.  And  there  is  an  item 
^liich  is  not  mentioned  in  the  constmctor's  estimate  of  work,  which  was  afterward  ascer- 

Uined  to  be  wrong.    All  of  the  berths  in  the  state-rooms,  in  the  ward-room  will  have  to  be 

tiken  out.  They  were  not  properly  placed  in  there. 
^.  What  will  be  the  cost  of  mining  all  those  changes  ?~A.  If  not  done  by  the  contractor 

«i^  at  his  expense,  it  will  cost  the  Govemment  about  |300. 
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Q.  Did  the  Governinent  furnish  tjie  material  to  launch  the  ship  ? — A.  They  did. 

Q.  To  whom  did  the  laaiKihiDg-ways  belong,  to  the  Government  or  to  the  contractor?— A. 
'  To  the  Government,  but  the  Government  had  to  make  them  a  new  set  of  bilge-ways  to  sat- 
•  isfj  the  contractor. 

Q.  Do  70a  know  whether  the  Government  coppered  the  shoe  of  the  vessel  or  not  ?— A. 
•They  did. 

Q.  What  was  that  worth  ?— A.  About  850. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  did  the  first  contract  cover  the  coppering  of  the  ship  on  the  part  of 
the  contractor? — A.  I  never  read  the  first  contract,  and  I  cannot  say.  I  should  presume 
that  it  did.  I  should  say  that  if  the  hull  was  to  be  completed,  it  did.*  The  contract  reads: 
'*and  all  other  work  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  hull  of  said  vessel,  except  black- 
smith work,  which-  is  not  incladed  in  this  contract."  I  should  say  trom  an  examination  of 
the  specifications  that  it  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  whose  expense  the  vessel  was  afterward  coppered  7 — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Whose  t — A.  At  the  expense  of  the  Government,  under  the  terms  of  the  $25,000  con- 
tract, excepting  the  bilge-keels,  which  were  coppered  by  the  naval  constructor's  men. 

Q.  If  it  was  coppored  under  the  second  contract,  the  Government  would  have  paid  twic  e 
for  the  coppering  of  the  vessel  T — A.  Exactly,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  that  bill  for  extras  should  have  been  made  out  f — A. 
I  do  not,  sir.  The  order  to  make  it  out  being  given  me  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  my 
superior  officer,  I  complied  with  the  order,  and  ordered  the  red-ink  indorsement  placed  on 
my  office-copy. 

Q.  Were  you  consulted  in  regard  to  it  by  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  inspection  of  that  vessel  made  by  anv  officer  of  the  Government  required  to 
maKe  it,  to  see  whether  those  extra  charges  were  right  or  not? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  examination  made  by  any  person  to  see  whether 
any  extra  work  was  performed  ? — A.  I  do  not.  I  only  know  that  Mr.  Hanscom  stated  it 
was  correct. 

Q.  The  first  you  knew  of  it  was  when  Mr.  Hanscom  brought  you  the  paper,  alreadv  made 
out  and  signed  by  himself? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  ordered  me  to  make  out  duplicate  and  tripli- 
cate copies  and  sign  them. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  official  duty  of  the  inspector  to  have  inspected  that  vessel  and  made  his 
report  before  any  of  those  extra  charges  should  have  been  paid  ? — A.  It  was,  and  I  presumed 
it  had  been  done.  I  asked  the  question  of  Mr.  Hanscom  whether  this  bill  was  a  correct  one, 
and  he  signified  to  me  that  the  bill  was  correct,  and  as  evidence  of  that,  that  he  had  si^ed 
the  bill,  and  wished  me  to  make  out  the  others.  I  was  called  away  from  the  launch  ot  the 
Essex  to  make  those  bills. 

Q.  If  those  bills  bad  not  been  made  out  and  the  debt  of  the  Government  on  that  contract 
paid,  it  would  have  been  vour  duty  as  constructor  to  have  reported  on  the  condition  of  the 
ship  before  they  were  paid,  would  it  not  ? — A.  I  considered  that  the  final  payment  and  the 
reservation-bill  having  been  made  on  that  ship,  per  bureau's  order  of  June  19,  J  874,  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  on  the  part  of  the  Government  had  ceased,  so  far  as  the  first  contract 
«ras  concerned. 

Q.  But  if  that  had  not  been  done,  would  it  not  have  been  proper  for  you  before  that  was 
done  to  have  reported  to  your  chief  that  the  vessel  was  completed  in  accordance  with  the 
contract  ? — A.  It  would  have  been,  had  I  been  asked  the  question,  and  I  presume  the  super- 
'iatendent  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  Mr,  Webb  or  Mr.  Hichborn,  had  they  been  asked, 
would  have  also  made  the  same  report,  that  the  vessel  was  not  complete  in  accordance  with 
that  first  contract. 

Q.  Would  not  the  proper  way  have  been  for  Mr.  Griffiths  to  have  reported  that  his  vessel 
■was  finished  in  accoraance  with  the  terms  of  his  contract,  and  then  for  Mr.  Hanscom  to  have 
ordered  an  examination  to  see  whether  that  fact  was  true  or  not  ? — A.  The  proper  way,  in 
.my  opinion,  to  have  proceeded  in  that  matter  would  have  been  this  :  the  vessel  having  oeen 
xieported  by  the  contractor  as  completed,  the  chief  of  the  bureau  should  have  communicated 
with  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  and  ho,  with  the  naval  constructor,  requesting  to  be  in- 
iormed  whether  the  contractor  had  completed  his  work  in  all  respects,  and  whether  anything 
remained  to  be  done  before  the  final  payment  and  reservation-bill  was  made.  The  fact  of 
that  final  payment  and  reservation-bill  having  been  made  by  the  direction  of  the  bureau  ab- 
solved the  naval  constructor  from  any  further  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Q.  Were  you  called  upon  at  any  time  by  Mr.  Hanscom  to  know  it  that  bill  was  correct  ? — 
A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  you  were  not  consulted  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q*  Were  you  not  the  proper  person  to  have  been  inquired  of  to  know  whether  that  extra 
bill  was  correct  or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  was.  1  think  the  inspectors  of  the  vessel. 
Constructors  Hichborn  and  Webb,  were  the  proper  persons.  The  responsible  man  was  Mr. 
Webb,  but  Mr.  Hichborn  was  the  direct  inspector  under  him. 

Q.  Is  the  inspector  an  officer  of  higher  grade  than  the  constructor  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there 
was^a  constructor  and  assistant  constructor  stationed  here  during  the  building  of  the  Enter- 

"*  Contract  was  produced  by  the  chairman. 
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pise.  While  the  nayal  constrnctor  superintended  the  work,  the  assistant  naval  constnictor 
bad  tbe  direct  superintendence  of  it  unaer  his  order.  They  were  both  Government  inspectors 
on  tbe  Teesel. 

Q.  Yon  made  an  estimate  of  the  labor  and  material  required  to  complete  that  ship  ? — A.  I 
did. 

Q.  Where  is  it  ? — A.  You  have  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  it  by  Mr.  Hichbom. 

Q.  How  much  is  itf— A.  Total  for  material,  $22,029  ;  labor,  $43,641  ;  total,  |65,670. 

Q.  That  is,  to  complete  her  for  sea  ? — A.  Complete  her  ready  for  sea,  in  all  respects,  as  far 
as  the  Bureau  of  Construction  is  concerned. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  a  fair  estimate  f — A.  I  consider  it  a  liberal  estimate. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  second  contract  g^iven  to  Mr.  Griffiths  to  complete  this  ship  ? — A.  I 
have. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  second  contract  f — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  that  contract  bound  Mr.  Griffiths  to  complete  that  vessel  in 
every  respect  for  sea  t — A.  It  did  not. 

Q.  Were  the  spars  included  in  it,  according  to  your  construction  ? — A.  They  were  not. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  exception  that  you  now  think  of  ? — A.  I  can  give  you  the  whole  of 
them. 

Q.  How  did  the  quality  of  the  work  on  the  Enterprise  compare  with  that  on  the  Essex  ? — 
It  was  in  favor  ot  the  Essex. 

Q.  Why  was  it  better  on  the  Essex  7— A.  No  contract-work  that  ever  I  have  seen  done  for 
the  Govemment  has  been  equal  to  that  done  by  mechanics  working  by  the  day*s  work  for 
the  Govemment.  Tbe  mechanics  in  tbe  navy- yard  are  required  to  furnish  the  best  work 
ponible,  and  are  not  limited  in  the  finish  they  put  upon  the  work,  while  it  is  to  the  interest 
of  the  contractor  to  do  as  little  as  he  possibly  can,  and  make  as  much  as  he  can  out  of  the 
job. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  bilge-keels  were  placed  on  tbe  Enterprise  T — A.  They  were. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  why  they  were  placed  there  ? — A.  They  were  placed  there  to  carry  out 
some  pet  idea  of  Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  by  whose  order  were  they  placed  there  ?— A.  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  Mr.  Griffiths  received  for  launching  that  vessel  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  much  was  it  ? — A.  Two  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  does  the  completion  of  the  bull  of  a  vessel  require  it  to  be  delivered 
Id  the  water  or  on  the  stocks,  accoraing  to  that  contract  ? — A.  I  cannot  sav  '*  according  to 
that  contract/*  but  I  should  say  that  a  vessel,  when  completed,  could  not  oe  delivered  over 
to  ber  owners  until  she  was  launched. 

Q.  That  contract  says  "for  the  completion  of  the  hull  of  the  vessel.** — A.  I  think 
there  would  be  a  chance  for  the  contractor,  according  to  the  reading  of  that  contract,  to  get 
out  of  it. 

Q.  What  amount  would  it  have  cost  the  Government  to  launch  the  vessel,  after  having 
done  what  the  Govemment  did  for  the  contractor  f — A.  She  could  have  been  launched  for 
about  $800. 

Q.  The  Government  received  her  in  the  water,  did  theyf— >A.  The  Government  received 
h^  the  moment  she  was  placed  in  the  water. 

Q.  Who  placed  the  anchors  an^  cables  to  stop  her  T— A.  This  work  was  done  by  the 
Goremment ;  so  I  am  informed. 

Q.  Was  the  launching  at  the  risk  of  the  Govemment? — A.  I  cannot  say;  I  think  it 


Q.  What  portion  of  her  launching  did  Mr.  Griffiths  do  '—A.  I  cannot  answer.    I  reported 
for  duty  at  Ktttery  the  day  the  vessel  was  launched. 

Q.  Did  tbe  Govemment  make  all  the  launching  wedges  T — A.  I  am  told  they  did. 

Q.  And  Bswed  the  material  for  blocking? — A.  I  am  told  they  did. 

Q.  Did  tbe  contract-work  on  that  vessel  interfere  with  the  Govemment  work  on  the 
latOL  t — A.  I  should  say  it  did,  verv  much. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of   anv  work  which  was  done  for  the  Essex  that  was  furnished  to  the- 
Bnterprise  7 — A.  I  was  told  by  the  superintendent  and  foreman  of  the  Govemment  that  they 

^  so. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  by  whose  order  it  was  done  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  YOU  know  whether  Constructor  Webb  was  disposed  to  give  all  the  facilities  of  the 
yird  to  Mr.  Griffiths  t— A.  Knowing  the  gentleman  as  well  as  I  do,  I  should  say  that  he 

Q.  Have  yon  been  called  on  to  inspect  different  articles  received  in  the  construction  de- 
ptttment  ? — A.  I  have,  sir. 

X  <^.  Did  you  find  the  materials  of  good  quality  that  you  have  been  called  on  to  inspect  ? — 
K.  Somedmes  good,  sometimes  bad. 
<i.  Have  the  articles  that  you  have  found  bad  been  rejected  by  you  ?tA..  They  have. 
Q.  Bave  they  ever  been  received  in  the  yard  after  having  been  rejected  by  you,  in  other 
^Kxlments  ? — A.  I  cannot  say.    I  do  not  think  they  have. 
^.  You  do  not  know  of  anything  that  the  constructor's  department  has  rejected  that  has 
\i«tt  meWed  in  any  of  the  other  departments  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  How  do  the  prices  paid  for  lumber  and  other  materials  compare  with  outside  prices 
here  ? — A.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining:  that.    The  prices  as  a  ^neral  thing  are  either 
fixed  by  r^eulation,  that  is,  for  the  knees,  bj  the  bareau,  or  else  they  are  given  to  the  lowest 
bidder  by  the  purcbasine  paymaster. 
•  Q.  Has  the  live-oak  £livered  at  this  yard  been  suitable  for  ship  purposes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  enough  to  build  one  ship  now? — A.  I  should  say  there  was  almost  if  not 
quite  enouffh  of  the  kind  required  to  build  two  vessels  of  the  Benicia  class  complete,  and 
portions  ofseveral  other  frames. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  bendiug-machine  at  Boston  T — A.  I  think  it  is  of  very 
little  use  to  the  Government. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  that  the  contractor  had 
over  the  Government  in  building  that  ship  f  Could  the  Govern  men  t^h  a  ve  done  it  as  well  aud 
as  cheaply  as  he  did  T — A.  I  think  they  could. 

Q.  Could  they  have  done  it  cheaper  and  better  Y— A.  I  think  they  could. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  advertisements  having  been  made  for  the  second  or  third  con- 
tracts?— A.  I  know  of  none. 

Q.  With  whom  were  those  contracts  made  ? — ^John  W.  Griffiths. 

Q.  No  proposals  were  invited  from  any  other  persons,  as  far  as  you  know,  for  those  con- 
tracts T — ^A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  in  all  contests  between  the  constructors  here  about  that 
vessel  with  the  contractor,  the  chief  of  the  bureau  decided  with  the  contractor  ? — A.  I  have 
understood  that  he  did  in  several  cases  ;  but  Mr.  Webb  or  Mr.  Hichborn  could  answer  that 
better. 

Q.  Do  yuu  know  what  is  the  relative  price  of  lumber  furnished  here  in  this  yard  compared 
with  the  prices  outside  the  yard  ?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  are  higher  or  lower f — A.  No,  sir.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  prices,  they  being  fixed  by  the  purchasing  paymaster  under  the  bids  called  for,  or 
ordered  in  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau  at  a  fixed  price.  The  live-oak  received  in  this  yard 
since  I  have  been  here  was  generally  received  at  a  fixed  price. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anv  timber  that  has  been  received  at  this  yard  without  having  been 
required  by  requisition  oy  these  bureaus? — A.  I  don't  recollect  of  any  at  the  present 
time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  coming  here  that  you  did  not  know  anything  about  until 
it  came  f — A.  I  do.  There  was  a  quantity  of  live-oak  timber  sent  here  by  a  contractor  by 
the  name  of  Swift. 

Q.  Where  is  it? — A.  The  greater  portion  of  it  is  stored  in  the  Franklin  ship-house. 

Q.  Is  it  in  your  wet-docks  or  under  cover  ? — A.  A  small  portion  of  it  is  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  wet-dock,  and  the  remainder,  the  larger  part,  in  the  Franklin  ship-house,  under  cover. 

Q.  Does  the  Government  charge  Mr.  Swift  any  storage  for  his  timber  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  does. 

Q.  How  many  cargoes  were  there  of  it  1 — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  three. 

Q.  Has  any  of  it  ever  been  received  by  orders  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  None 
at  all.     It  was  ordered  to  be  landed  and  taken  care  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  timber  which  came  here  in  that  way  that  the  parties  who  landed 
it  took  away  again  ? — A.  There  has  been  timber  rejected  which  has  been  taken  away  from 
here  since  I  have  been  here,  and  there  is  a  small  quantity  of  rejected  timber  now  on  the  yard, 
that  has  not  been  taken  away. 

Q.  The  Government  has  used  none  of  this  timber  of  Mr.  Swift*s  f — A.  None  at  all ;  it  is 
in  the  Franklin  ship-house  and  wet-dock,  measured  and  marked  in  such  a  way  that  we  know 
all  about  it.    It  cannot  be  used  until  received  and  paid  for. 

Q.  Will. not  that  timber  be  increasing  in  value  all  the  time? — A.  Certainly*  The  better 
seasoned,  the  more  durable  and  valuable  it  becomes. 

Q.  Then,  if  that  timber  is  required  by  the  Government  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years, 
will  they  not  have  to  pay  an  additional  price  to  get  it  ? — A.  I  should  not  consent  to  pay 
any  additional  price  without  I  was  ordered.  I  know  of  no  price  having  been  fixed  upon  it 
yet, 

Q.  That  would  between  the  contractor  and  Mr.  Hanscom  ? — A.  That  would  be  between 
the  contractor  and  the  department  outside. 
^  Q.  It  will  certainly  be  more  valuable  ?— A.  It  will  be  more  valuable,  beyond  a  doubt. 

Q.  The  timber  is  thoroughly  protected  at  the  Government's  expense  ? — A.  Yes,  jsir  ;  at 
the  Government's  expense.  One  thing  I  would  like  to  say.  That  timber  was  stored  at  the 
expense  of  the  contractor.  It  was  unloaded  from  the  vessel  and  transported  to  the  ship- 
house  at  his  expense. 

Q.  But  further  than  that  he  has  had  no  expense  ? — A.  He  has  had  no  expense. 

Q.  I  believe  you  have  made  an  estimate  of  all  the  expense  of  the  labor  performed  by  the 
Government  in  the  building  of  the  Enterprise  on  the  first  contract ;  can  you  furnish  us  that 
now  ?— A.  I  c^  give  it  to  you  now,  sir.  Labor  performed  by  the  Government  on  the  £a- 
terprise  previous  to  tite  second  contract,  $34,694.94. 

Q.  Now,  can  you  give  me  the  cost  of  the  labor  on  the  Essex  up  to  the  same  stage  of  com- 
pletion 7 — A.  Not  up  to  the  same  stage  of  completion,  because  the  vessels  were  not  com- 
pleted alike  in  all  respects. 
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Q.  Can  70a  not  make  an  estimate  from  a  point  where  the  comparison  would  be  exact  ? — 
i.  i  cannot  do  that,  because,  when  the  Essex  left  for  Boston,  she  was  not  quite  as  near 
completed  as  the  Enterprise,  but  a  Terj  large  amount  of  finished  and  unfinished  wood  and  iron 
work,  also  composition,  was  placed  on  board  and  sent  with  her;  had  this  work  all  been 
fiiished  and  in  place  the  vessel  would  have  been,  in  my  opinion,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
hi  adyanced  as  the  Enterprise. 

Q.  Can  jon  show  what  the  Essex  cost  up  to  the  time  she  was  sent  to  Boston  for  labor  ? — 
A.  The  coat  for  labor  was  $95,730.61,  and  on  the  Enterprise,  $87,404.12. 

Q.  Are  jon  allowed  to  select  all  jour  mechanics  T — A.  I  am  not,  as  a  large  number  of 
men  are  ordered  here  by  the  bureau  or  Department. 

Q.  Why  are  these  men  sent  by  the  bureau  or  Department  T  Do  they  not  allow  you  to 
select  yonr  own  menT — A.  A  large  number  of  the  men  are  sent  here,  as  I  stated  before, 
whHe  the  men  employed  by  the  contractor  are  all  selected  workmen. 

Q.  Are  the  men  all  skillful  mechanics  who  are  sent  here  t — A.  No,  sir ;  not  by  any 


Q.  What  is  the  main  consideration  in  sending  them  here  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  It  is  not  skill  f — A.  It  is  not, judging  from  the  abilities  of  many  of  the  men  sent  here. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  it  is  political  considerations  or  not?~A.  I  should  say  it  was. 
I  will  say  this,  that,  could  the  constructor  have  the  right  to  select  his  men  the  same  as  a 
eootractor  does,  the  Government  work  could  be  done  a  good  deal  better  and  much  cheaper 
than  any  contractor  can  do  it. 

Q.  If  the  Grovemment  would  return  to  the  ten-hour  system  and  worked  skilled  workmen? 
—A.  I  think  the  eight-hour  system  is  well  enough,  if  the  men  are  skillful  mechanics  and 
work  faithfully  eight  hours.  No  contractor  can  do  the  Government  work  as  well  or  as 
ffMBonable  as  it  can  be  done  in  oar  navy-yards,  where  we  have  all  the  tools  and  appliances, 
and  which  on  the  Enterprise  the  contractor  had  the  benefit  of  without  any  remuneration  to 
the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  The  Essex  left  here  before  yon  came  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  launched  her. 

Q.  Do  you  not  consider  the  Essex  a  better  ship  than  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is 
s  better-built  ship ;  a  better-  finished  ship. 

Q.  How  much  more  would  yon  give  for  the  Essex  than  for  the  Enterprise,  if  you  were  to 
bay  her  for  the  Government  ? — ^A.  I  would  give  as  much  for  her  when  she  left  here  as  I 
would  for  the  Enterprise. 

Q.  You  consider  that  the  Essex  was  worth  more  money  to  the  Government  than  the  En- 
terprise f — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  she  left  here. 

Q.  How  much  more  ? — A.  I  would  give  $5,000  more  for  the  Essex,  if  I  were  to  buy  her 
for  myself,  in  the  condition  in  which  she  was  when  she  left  here,  than  I  would  for  the  Enter- 
prise, on  account  of  the  better-finished  work  and  better  character  in  many  respects. 

Q.  The  way  it  was  done  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  contractor  working  on  a  contract  job  will  put 
•a  little  labor  on  his  work  in  putting  it  together  and  finishing  it  as  he  possibly  can,  as  he 
is  desirous  of  makios^  all  the  money  he  can  out  of  the  job ;  while  the  reputation  of  the  naval 
constmctor  is  at  staKe  if  he  permits  poor  work  to  be  done,  and  he  requires  of  his  employes 
<ke  best  work  they  are  able  to  do. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Will  you  state  for  what  amount  of  money  you  would  undertake  to  build  the  hull  of  a 
ship  like  the  Enterprise,  provided  you  could  have  the  choice  of  men  in  all  departmenti  and 
have  the  same  facilities  in  all  respects  that  Mr.  Griffiths  has  had  and  is  guaranteed  ? — A.  I 
would  mndertake  and  guarantee  to  d  >  the  work,  huU  complete^  for  $40,000,  providing  I  was 
Aimtshed  with  all  the  labor  by  the  Government  that  has  been  furnished  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  and 
would  give  them  a  better-finished  ship. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  Griffiths  for  $46,200  to  build  the  hull 
•ef  thai  ship,  with  what  Mr.  Hanscom  relieved  him  from  doing,  was  an  extravagant  price  for 
what  be  did,  or  not  ? — A.  Had  the  contract  been  fulfilled,  as  I  think  was  the  intention  orig- 
iaally,  it  would  not  have  been  very  extravagant. 

Q.  .Than,  as  the  contract  was  completed,  or  as  the  work  was  done,  not  in  completion  of 
the  contract,  but  as  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Mr.  Hanscom,  what  is  your 
judgment  T — A.  As  it  was  done,  with  the  facilities  of  the  yard  afforded  by  the  Government, 
sua  the  amount  of  work  from  which  he  was  relieved,  I  consider  it  was  an  exorbitant  price. 

Q.  Are  any  of  those  eight  sloops  of  war  that  were  authorised  by  the  act  of  Februarrt 
1873,  completed  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  yonr  opinion  of  those  that  are  completed  ?— A.  I  have  no  knowledge  t%base 
as  answer  on.   I  know  the  Huron  and  the  Alert  are  completed  ;  they  are  iron  vessels. 
Q.  What  is  their  estimate  in  the  Navy  T— A.  I  do  not  consider  that  they  would  rank  very 

\ngh  as  vessels  of  war. 
(^.  Do  you  know  about  these  annual  lettings ;  whether  a  small  amount  of  such  things  as 

*it  re^uiied  here  on  the  yard  are  advertised  for  in  your  annual  letting,  or  whether  the  whole 
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amount  that  is  wanted  is  adyertised  for  ? — A.  When  we  receiye  an  order  for  makiofc  ap  oar 
■chedales  for  the  fiscal  year,  we  are  generally  allowed  a  certain  sum  of  money.  The  Bched- 
nle  must  not  exceed  that  sum.  Conseqaently,  we  ask  for  such  articles  as  we  deem  moitei* 
sential  to  the  interests  of  the  Goyernment,  basing  what  we  ask  for  on  the  amount  allowed  by 
the  burean.  , 

Q.  And  that  is  for  the  year  ?— A.  For  the  year. 

Q.  How  mach  of  that  is  let  out  by  annual  lettings  t — A.  The  whole  of  that  is  contracted 
for. 

Q.  By  annual  lettings  or  by  open  contract  t — A.  By  annual  lettings. 

Q.  The  whole  of  it  t — A.  The  whole  of  it.    That  is*  they  call  for  proposals,  and  bids  tst 
rendered  and  opened  at  the  bureau,  for  such  as  the  burean  approyes  of.     The  bureau  does  > 
not  always  approye  of  what  we  ask  for.  ; 

Q.  Does  not  the  bureau  cut  you  down  largely,  and  only  let  out  by  adyertisement  a  small  | 
portion  of  what  you  ask  for  T — A.  Sometimes  articles  that  we  haye  asked  for  in  our  annul  : 
estimates  are  stricken  off  and  other  articles  placed  in. 

Q.  Then  are  they  not  afterward  supplied  by  open  purchase  7 — A.  If  we  haye  based  oar 
estimate  upon  the  fact  that  we  require  those  articles  for  doin^  the  work  during  the  fiscal 
year,  and  they  are  stricken  off  and  other  articles  are  placed  in,  then  we  are  compelled  to  ; 
make  an  open-purchase  requisition  to  coyer  them. 

Q.  The  practice  is  what  I  am  after.    When  you  make  an  estimate  here  for  your  supplies  for 
the  year,  and  it  is  sent  to  the  bureau,  do  they  not  cut  down  your  estimates  and  only  issue  , 
proposals  for  yery  small  amounts  ? — A.  I  can  only  speak  of  one  case,  which,  I  think,  occnired 
last  year,  when  certain  articles  were  stricken  off  and  $50,000  cubic  feet  of  liye-oak  added. 

Q.  Was  that  adyertised  for  T — A.  That  was  adyertised  for  in  place  of  such  articles  as  we 
bad  asked  for,  but  I  understand  was  not  awarded  to  any  one.  For  instance,  we  might 
think  that  we  needed  machinery  more  than  building-materials,  and  put  in  an  item  for  ma- 
chinery, and  the  bureau  might  strike  out  that  item  for  machinery  and  put  in  sometbiog  else. 
Then,  if  we  wanted  to  use  that  machinery,  we  should  haye  to  buy  it  upon  requisitions. 
There  is  no  other  way  to  get  it. 

Q.  Is  not  a  larger  amount  furnished  in  this  yard  by  open  purchase  than  by  annual  let- 
tings  ? — A.  I  should  say  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  of  any  kind  in  the  nayal  seryice  h6re  or  elsewhere  that  70a 
can  bring  to  our  attention  f — A.  When  a  man  is  employed  or  sent  here  and  is  found  to 
be  deficient  in  mechanical  skill,  and  is  discharged  on  that  account,  I  think  it  is  wrong  for  the 
Department  to  send  him  back. 

Q.  Do  they  do  those  things  ?— A.  It  has  been  done. 

Q.  On  what  ground  do  they  send  him  back  ? — A.  They  do  not  giye  us  any  reason  for  it 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  their  reason  is  T — A.  I  presume  it  is  because  his  political  friends 
haye  importuned  the  Department  to  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  alleged  abuse  of  taking  on  a  large  number  of  bands 
for  political  purposes  just  before  election  and  discharging  them  after  the  election  T  Has 
such  a  practice  preyailed  to  any  extent  since  you  haye  oeen  on  the  yard  ? — A.  I  should  an- 
swer that  question  in  this  way :  that  there  haye  been  instances  where  a  larger  amount  of 
work  has  been  ordered  to  be  completed  sooner,  or  hurried,  and  it  was  necesssury  to  take  on 
more  men  in  order  to  comply  with  the  order.  Whether  that  was  the  intention  of  the  Depart- 
ment I  cannot  say.    The  work  was  ordered  and  the  men  were  necessary  to  do  the  work. 

Q.  Could  not  that  work  haye  been  done  just  as  well  some  months  before  election  f^A. 
It  could  in  many  instances,  and  in  others  it  could  not. 

Q.  Does  the  Department  at  Washington  order  an  extra  amount  of  labor  employed  just 
before  election,  or  are  larger  prices  paid  then,  and  are  such  laborers  required  to  yote  a  par- 
ticular ticket,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? — A.  No  more  is  paid  for  mechanical  or  other  labor  at 
or  before  election  times  than  any  other  time.    I  haye  no  knowledcre  as  to  how  men  are  ex^ 
pected  to  yote. 

Q.  Haye  you  any  written  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy  or  chief  of  any 
bureau  on  the  subject  I  have  mentioned  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  any  chief  of  bursMi  at  any  time  determined  the 
number  of  men  you  must  employ  ?  Haye  they  telegraphed  or  written  to  you  to  employ  so 
many  men  in  your  bureau  T — A.  Not  in  my  time,  that  I  haye  «ny  recollection  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  haye  written  to  any  bureau  here  to  that  effect  7— A.  I  do  not 

Q.  Have  they  named  the  particular  persons  that  you  must  employ  f — A.  Orders  are  fre- 
quently sent  here  naming  persons  to  be  employed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  ever  set  apart  or  transfer  any  funds  for  work  to  be  done 
from  one  appropriation  to  another  T — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  been  ordered  to  take  back  men  that  you  hlive  discharged  for  cause,  and  have 
Tou  done  so  ? — A.  I  have  been  ordered  to  take  bac'k  a  man  named  F.  L.  Marks,  who  had 
oeen  discharged  for  cause,  and  discharged  for  causes  ik  hich  would  involve  a  court  of  inquiry, 
and  toat  court  was  held  by  order  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  and  under  the  direction  of 
officers  in  the  yard.     He  was  discharged  and  afterward  re-employed  by  commandant's  order. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  Navy  woo  nas  given  any  consideration 
in  money  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  for  any  position  or  for  any  benefit  to  be 
derived  f— A.  I  d  >  not. 
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time  has  been  spent  at  the  Naval  School ;  oonseqaently  I  have  not  as  much  knowledg^e  on 
that  subject  as  some  other  constructors  hare  had ;  but  it  has  been  done  in  one  case  since  I 
have  been  stationed  at  this  yard,  as  before  cited. 

Q.  The  old  bills  have  been  destroyed,  and  new  ones  made  out  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Dated  forward,  in  the  current  ^ear  T — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  bills  70U  are  incurrmg  now  being  paid,  or  are  thej  held  back  for  want  of 
money  T — A.  I  can*t  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  how  much  money  is  to  your  credit  in  your  bureau  t — A.  I  have  no 
means  of  knowing. 

Q.  When  they  set  apart  the  money  for  your  bureau,  whom  do  they  inform  of  it ;  the  pur- 
chasing-paymaster T — A.  There  is  no  one  informed.  When  there  is  a  sufficient  amount  of 
money  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  service,  no  special  alldtment  is  made  for  each  month  ; 
but  when  the  funds  have  run  short,  they  have  frequently  called  upon  us  to  know  how  much 
money  would  we  require  to  do  the  work  then  ordered  for  that  month.  That  estimate  is 
made  and  submitted  to  the  paymaster,  and  a  requisition  made  for  it.  If  the  bureau'  sees  fit 
to  approve  of  it,  they  so  notify  him,  and  he  draws  for  the  money.  Frequently  we  are  bound 
down  by  the  bureau  tola  certain  sum,  not  to  be  exceeded  during  the  month. 

Q.  Do  you  owe  any  debts  now  in  your  bureau  T — A.  I  can't  answer  that  questmn. 

Q.  How  long  will  it  be  before  the  Essex  and  Enterprise  will  be  ready  to  go  to  sea  ? — A. 
I  can  only  speak  of  the  Enterprise.  If  I  was  allowed  sufficient  money  to  give  the  contract- 
ors the  amount  of  w<>rk  they  require  to  complete  their  ship  under  the  specifications,  and  to 
do  the  work  I  shall  be  obliged  to  do  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  the  ship  could  be  got 
ready  for  sea  in  two  months ;  working  as  they  are  now,  it  will  not  be  ready  in  six  montns. 
Although  not  entirely  completed,  the  engine  and  boilers  are  in  the  ship.  They  were  built  at 
Hartford,  by  Woodruff  &  Beach  ;  they  have  since  failed,  and  now  the  thing  is  in  the  hands 
of  their  assignees. 

Q.  Could  you  not  have  built  them  as  well  here  T — A.  I  think  that  question  could  be  an- 
ewered  more  satisfactorily  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Why  were  they  not  built  here  f — A.  i  cannot  say  why  they  weie  not  built  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  breaking  up  of  the  Virginia  at  Boston  f— A.  Noth- 
ing more  than  that  a  portion  of  her  has  been  broken  up. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  sale  of  gun-carriages  at  the  Boston  navy-yard  T — 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  advertisement,  or  competition  in  any  way,  invited  for  the  completion 
of  the  Enterprise  7 — A.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  there  any  competition  invited  in  any  way  for  the  building  of  the  spars  T — A. 
None  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Look  at  the  paper  which  I  hand  to  you,  submitted  by  the  constructor  at  the  Kittery 
navy-yard,  embracing  the  things  necessary  to  be  done,  and  tell  me,  from  them,  tne  cost  there- 
of to  complete  the  Enterprise! — A.  The  total  cost  is,  for  material,  $'<^2,029;  and  for  labor, 
$43,641 ;  making  a  total  of  $65,670. 

Q.  In  either  instance,  the  Government  completing  the  vessel  or  the  contractor  completing 
the  vessel,  the  material  would  be  fornished  by  the  Government,  would  it  not  ? — A.  In  either 
case 

Q.  Then  the  contract  with  Mr.  Griffiths  is  for  what  comes  under  the  technical  term  of 
"labor?"— A.  Yes, sir. 


Kittery,  Me.,  March  13,  1876. 
Constructor  T.  D.  Wilson  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman. 

Question.  Look  back  to  a  lot  of  if  on  rejected  by  **  Yards  and  Docks  *'  and  afterward  pur- 
chased, in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  of  David  Babcock  &, 
Co.,  of  New  York.  How  much  does  it  amount  to? — A.  That  was  rejected  b^  *' Yards  and 
Docks  "  as  not  coming  up  to  their  schedule,  as  they  called  for  Norway  iron,  while  it  was  good 
English  iron,  and  well  worth  the  price  paid  for  it  by  Bureau  of  Construction,  $5,826.35.  and 
was  required  for  use. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  Enterprise  ready 
for  sea  after  Mr.  Griffiths'  first  contract  t — A.  I  did ;  that  was  the  one  you  alluded  to  before 
you  asked  about  this  iron  of  Babcock  &  Co. 

Q.  How  much  was  that  estimate  f — A.  I  shall  have  to  ask  you  to  say  whether  you  mean 
for  labor  or  material. 

Q.  For  labor.— A.  For  labor  it  was  $43,641. 

Q.  How  much  has  been  or  is  to  be,  by  the  terms  of  those  two  contracts,  paid  to  Mr.  Griffiths 
on  his  second  and  third  contracts,  on  that  estimate? — A.  $31,500.  That  is  what  he  is  to 
be  paid. 

Q.  How  much  is  then  is  left  for  the  Government  to  do  to  complete  that  vessel  ready 
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for  Mft,  after  the  pajmeat  to  Mr.  Griffiths  of  the  $31,500  shall  have  been  completed  ?— A. 
121,883. 

Q.  Adding  what  the  Government  pays  Mr.  Griffiths  in  his  second  and  third  contracts, 
with  the  amount  *reqaired  to  be  performed  by  the  Government  to  complete  the  Enterprise 
readj  for  sea,  what  is  the  total  to  be  expended  by  the  Government  to  complete  that  vessel 
ready  for  sea  T— A.  $56,383. 

Q.  How  mnch  sreater  is  that  amount  than  yonr  estimates  for  her  -completion  by  the  Gov- 
emmMit  after  Mr.  Griffiths*  first  contract  ?~A.  $12,742. 

Q.  Will  the  Government  have  to  expend  that  mnch  more  to  complete  the  vessel  for  sea 
by  reason  of  the  contracts  with  Mr.  Griffiths  than  she  would  have  done  if  she  had  done  the 
work  herself T — A.  She  will. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  work  Embraced  in  Mr.  Griffiths'  second  contract  oueht  to  have  been 
done  by  him  in  his  first  eon|];aet  t — A.  About  two-thirdd,  in  my  opinion.  That  is,  two-thirds 
of  $16,756,  that  it  was  estimated  this  work  would  cost  the  Government  to  do  it.  It  is  about 
$12,500. 

Q.  What  was  the  estimated  cost  of  doing  the  same  work  by  the  Government  that  was 
contracted  to  Mr.  Griffiths  m  his  second  contract  of  $25,000? — A.  $18,758. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  cost  to  the  Government  of  both  labor  and  material  for  building  the 
Essex  up  to  the  time  of  her  removal  to  the  Boston  navy-yard?— A.  For  labor, $95,730.61 ; 
for  material,  $86,997.95— total,  $182,728.56. 

Q.  How  much  money  has  been  expended  by  the  Government  and  by  Mr.  Griffiths  on  the 
£ateq>ri8e  to  the  present  time,  in  laoor  ?~A.  Paid  and  to  be  paid  in  contract  and  bills  to 
Mr.  Griffiths,  $83,700  on  the  Enterprise ;  labor  by  Government  employ^  to  March,  1876, 
$17,190.35,  to  assist  in  completing  the  vessel. 

Q.  What  amount  of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  Government  yet  remains  to  be  done  before 
the  vessel  is  completed  for  sea  ? — A.  A  very  large  amount ;  but  I  cannot  state  accurately. 

Q.  Can  a  perfect  statement  of  the  cost  of  each  of  those  ships,  the  Enterprise  and  the  Es- 
sex, be  now  made  ? — A.  It  cannot. 

Q.  When,  then,  can  that  be  done  f — A.  When  they  are  complete  in  all  respects  for  sea. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  when  there  is  no  more  work  to' be  done  on  the  vessels T — A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  would  cover  it,  when  they  are  complete  in  all  respects  and  ready  for  sea. 

Q.  Has  any  contract  been  made  witn  Mr.  Griffiths  to  build  the  spars  of  the  Enterprise  T 
If  so,  what  T — A.  Yes ;  a  contract  for  $6,500. 

Q.  Will  you  please  attach  a  copy  of  the  contract  to  your  testimony? — A.  I  will  furnish  a 
copy.  .  (Copy  attached.) 

Q.  After  said  contracts  was  the  commandant  ordered  by  Mr.  Hanscom  to  put  in  operation 
a  saw-mill,  or  other  machinery  necessary  to  facilitate  the  work  on  the  same  ? — A.  He  was 
by  order  of  the  bureau,  dated  October  4,  ]875.  In  order  to  carry  out  that  order  it  was 
necessary  to  take  on  an  engineer  and  fireman  and  the  necessary  operatives  to  run  the  mill. 

Q.  Could  you  give  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  all  that  ? — A.  I  could  give  you  the  actual 
cost  of  it  in  a  day  or  two.  about  $61.56. 

Q.  At  what  cost  was  that  supplied  ? — A.  I  will  furnish  a  statement  of  that  cost :  $61.56. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Griffiths  relieved  from  any  part  of  that  contract  by  order  of  Chief  Construc- 
tor Hanscom  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  Of  what  portion  was  he  relieved  ? — A.  Block-makers'  work,  shelving  of  the  spars. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  that  the  work  he  was  relieved  from  belonged  properly  to  his  contract  ? 
— A.  I  did,  and  so  stated  to  Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  What  do  you  estimate  the  cost  of  that  work  to  be  of  which  he  was  relieved  by  Mr. 
Hanscom  f — A.  I  should  say  about  $50. 

Q.  Didyou  require  Mr.  Griffiths  to  do  that  work  before  you  were  ordered  by  Chief  Con- 
•tnictor  Shwscom  that  he  was  not  required  by  his  contract  to  do  it? — A.  I  told  Mr  Griffiths 
rerbally  in  my  office  that  I  considered  that  it  was  part  and  parcel  of  his  contract.  He 
obje^ed  to  doing  it,  and  stated  that  he  would  refer  it  to  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  subsequent  to 
that  an  order  was  received  relieving  him  from  it.  , 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  After  you  made  the  estimate  to  complete  the  Enterprise,  did  you  add  any  per  cent,  to 
jour  eitimate  T — A.  We  never  make  an  estimate  without  adding  a  percentage  for  contin- 
geoeies. 

Q.  In  your  estimate  of  expenditures,  do  you  consider  that  it  was  sufficient  to  cover  all 
expenses  ? — A.  I  do 

Q.  Cao  you  give  us  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  material  that  was  carried  away  on  the 
itsamer  Essex  to  the  Charlestown  navy-yard?     Was  that  material  to  be  used  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  vessel  or  the  construction  of  the  vessel  ? — A.  It  was.    It  was  in  a  partially- 
&mshed  condition. 
(Copy  of  schedule  of  materials  sent  with  Essex  to  Boston  attached.) 
Q.  With  the  machinery  now  in  the  Enterprise,  what  speed  will  she  make  t— A.  With 

\he  en  nne  she  has  and  six  bilge-keels  on  the  vessel,  I  believe  she  will  never  make  more 

than  8  knots.    Take  off  the  bilge-keels  and  she  will  make  10  or  11. 
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Navy-Yard.  Portsmouth.  N.  H.,  Oaoher  29,  1874. 

Invoice  of  articles  shipped  by  Theodore  D.  fFt/son,  Naval  Constructor^  United  States  JViarjf^ 
on  board  the  United  States  stiamer  Essex^  bound  Jor  navy-yard,  Boston^  and  consigned  to 
the  commandant  there. 

Fore  and  main : 

34  chain  beads;  34  bottoms  of  cbsiDs;  16  channel    stay  beads;  16  bottom  stays;  16 
arms  for  stays;  4  heads  fur  topgallant  back-stays;  4  buttons  for  topgallant  back-stays; 

Mizztn : 

10  chain  neads  ;  10  bottoms  for  chains ;  4  channel  stay  betds  and  4  arms ;  4  bottoms  for 
ame ;  44  ring-bolts  for  chain  and  channel  stays ;  7*2  chain  and  preventer  bolts. 

Fore^  main,  and  mizztn : 

54  staples  and  plates  for  chain  and  channel  stays ;  44  preventer  plates ;  20  knees  for 
channels ;  38  double-eye  bolts ;  38  train  tackle-eye  bolts ;  207  hammock  hooks ;  80  port 
hooks  and  80  eyes  for  same ;  95  ring-bolts  for  ports  and  2  large  stanchions ;  43  stanchion 
feet  for  poop  and  forecastle  decks ;  22  hatch  rings ;  225  rivets  for  hammock  stanchions ; 
2  bolts  ana  huts  for  bobstay  plates;  1  clasp  and  2  eyes  for  flying-jib  boom;  2  pump 
standards,  straps  and  keys  ;  2  pump  brakes  with  keys  complete  ;  6  pump  connections ;  21 
breecliing-bolts  ;  158  eye-bolts ;  25  ring-bolt« :  54  bolts  for  channel  stay  arms,  for  main  and 
mizzen;  4  water-closets;  2  water-closet  bends;  13  port-light  linings;  8  sea-cock  coup- 
lings ;  21  port-light  drips ;  —  channels  complete ;  2  pieces  bow  chocks ;  between-deck 
stanchions,  partly  done;  fife  rail  and  stanchions,  partly  done;  pin  rail,  partly  done;  bow- 
sprit, finished  ;  Jib-boom,  unfinished ;  jib-boom,  nvinff,  unfinisned ;  52  sections  for  ward- 
room and  steerage,  completed  except  putting  in  banisters, (which  are  shipped  in  box;) 
all  cabin  sections  partially  completed ;  plank  for  cabin  and  wardroom  cornice,  partially 
worked;  3.500  feet  1|  inch  bulk-head  plank,  finished:  3.000  feet  J]  inch  bulk-head  plank, 
finished;  250  feet  hammock  rail  sheath  boards,  finished;  15  pieces  G.  cleats,  finished; 
22  oak  stanchions,  finished  ;  head  and  gangway  boards,  finished  ;  1  sky-light,  finished,  ex- 
cept glazing ;  1  sky-li^ht,  unfinished ;  poles  with  ward-room,  steerage  and  cabin  sections 
marked  ;  plan  board  oi  wardroom,  steerage,  and  cabin  cornice;  4  sets  main  pump  boxes; 
6  pieces  main  pump  pipe  ;  4  bulk-head  gates ;  1  brass  bitt ;  4  bitt  heads ;  20  pieces  for 
.main  pumps ;  6  stanchions  for  sky-light ;  6  comer  pieces  for  bitts  ;  20  comer  pieces  for 
channels ;  8  stanchion  lockets  ;  2  caps  for  bitt-h^ads ;  16  pieces  for  shifting  rail ;  2  ven- 
tilators ;  1  force-pump ;  2  cast-iron  bitts ;  1  set  forgings  for  pump  ;  3  slide  bolts ;  2  maga- 
zine overflows ;  2  deck  pipes;  2  pipe  covers;  28  brass  bolts;  1  belaying-pin. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 
Washington,  Septembsr  27.  1875. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  in  reply  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  has 
been  received,  and  your  offer  therein  made  to  make  and  fit  complete  the  spars  of  the  United 
States  ship  Enterprise,  now  at  the  Portsmouth  yard,  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  ($6,500,)  the  work  to  be  done  by  yon  to  include  all  spar-makers*,  blacksmiths*, 
iron-platers*,  and  painters*  work  required,  and  to  be  to  Uie  entire  satisfaction  of  the  bureau, 
is  hereby  accepted. 

The  iron  ana  other  materials  required  for  doing  the  work  will  be  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment, as  needed,  and  the  usual  facilities  of  the  yard  allowed  you. 

Payments  will  be  made  as  the  work  progresses,  upon  bills  in  triplicate,  approved  by  the 
commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Bureau. 

John  W.  Griffiths,  Esq.. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H, 


Kittert,  Me.,  March  17,  1876. 
Philip  Highborn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Answer.  I  am  naval  constractor  in  the  United 
States  Navy. 
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<J.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Oovemment  ?— A.  Since  I  was  sixteen 
years  of  age — twenty>one  years. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  service  of  the  Government  before  you  were  naval  constructor  T— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  position  7 — A.  I  served  my  time  with  the  Government  as  an  apprentice. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  the  position  of  assistant  naval  constructor  before  you  were  appointed 
constructor  T^A.  Yes,  sir. 

<J.  How  long  were  you  in  that  position  T— A.  I  was  six  years  as  assistant  constructor. 

Q.  At  what  yards  have  you  been  located  in  your  official  capacity  ?~A.  I  have  been  at 
the  Boston  navy-yard,  Mare  Island  navy- yard,  Kittery  navy-yard,  League  Island  navy- 
yard. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  ?— A.  Nearly  six  years. 

Q.  During  the  time  while  you  were  here  was  the  hull  of  the  Enterprise  sloo^-of-war  un- 
dertaken to  be  built  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chirman.  During  that  time  the  following  act  was  passed : 

"  AN  ACT  to  aathorize  the  oooitrnction  of  eight  fteam  veeseU  of  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

^*  Be  it  emaeted  6f  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  asumbUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  to  construct  eight 
steam  vessels  of  war,  with  auxiliary  sail-power,  and  of  such  class  or  classes  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment, will  best  subserve  the  demands  of  the  service,  each  carrying  six  or  more  g^uns  of  large 
caliber ;  the  hulls  to  be  built  of  iron  or  wood,  as  the  Secretary  may  determine:  Provided^ 
That  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  whole  number  shall  not  exceed  eiffht  thousand  tons,  and 
that  the  cost  of  ouilding  the  same  shall  not  exceed  three  million  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lirs :  And  provided^  That  four  of  said  vessels  shall  be  built  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  private 
yirds,  upon  contract  with  the  lowest  resppnsible  bidder  therefor,  upon  public  competition 
and  proposals,  due  notice  thereof  being  given  by  advertisement,  upon  moaels,  specifications, 
sod  drawings  furnished  by  the  Navy  E^partment  and  under  its  airection  and  supervision, 
if,  upon  full  examination  and  consideration  the  same  shall  be  deemed  practicable  by  the  Sec- 
retarjr  of  the  Navy ;  or  the  hulls  of  any  portion  of  said  vessels  may  be  built  upon  private 
ooatract  in  the  Government  yards  upon  hke  proposals,  models,  specifications,  drawings,  and 
sapervision,  and  upon  like  examination  and  consideration,  the  Government  in  either  case 
farnishing  such  materials  as  may  be  deemed  practicable  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

**Sec.  'I.  That  neither  of  said  vessels  shall  be  commenced  until  full  and  complete  models, 
qwcifications,  and  drawings  shall  be  made  for  its  construction  in  all  its  parts.  And  after 
lach  models  and  drawings  are  approved  by  the  proper  authonty  they  shall  not  be  changed 
iasoy  respect  when  the  cost  will  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  except  upon  the  reoommenda- 
U<m  of  a  board  of  survey  composed  of  not  less  than  five  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  approved 
bj  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  if  changes  are  thus  made,  the  actual  cost  of  and  damage 
caused  by  such  change  shall  be  estimated  by  such  board  of  survey;  and  the  terms  of  the 
oontract  shall  provide  that  the  contractors  shall  be  bound  by  the  estimate  of  said  board  as 
to  the  amount  of  increased  or  diminished  compensation  they  are  to  receive,  if  any,  in  con- 
sequeace  of  any  such  changes. 
''Approved  Februaiy  10,  1«73." 


Proposals  for  building  sloop  of  war  at  Kittery  navy-yard. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

July  30,  1873. 

Proposals  will  be  received  at  this  bureau  until  12  o*clock  m.,  on  the  1st  day  of  Septembe  r 
oext,  from  builders  or  mechanics  qualified  to  do  the  work,  for  the  raising,  framing,  and  rib- 
boning, planking  from  keel  to  rail,  ceiling,  including  keelsons,  clamps,  spirketting,  and 
bsttery,  to  rail,  putting  in  decks,  including  all  bitts,  &c.,  putting  on  main  and  hammock 
nuls,  channels  and  chains,  building  store*rooms,  magazines,  and  lockers,  joiner-work  inside 
tad  out,  calking  and  scraping,  building  quarter-galleries  and  setting  head,  and  painting 
complete  of  a  sloop  of  war  of  about  640  tons.  The  materials,  tools,  and  facilities  for  doing 
the  work  will  be  furnished  by  the  Government.  The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
tad  Repair  will  be  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  of  August  next,  and, 
io  connection  with  the  naval  constructor  of  that  yard,  will  meet  persons  desiring  to  make 
proposals  for  the  work  above  mentioned,  and  will  give  all  necessary  explanations  coucerii- 
iog  the  work  to  be  done,  and  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  materials,  tools,  and  facilities 
tobe  fbmished  by  the  Government.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  seen  and  examined  by 
applying  to  the  commandant  of  the  Kittery  navy-yard  after  August  1,  1873. 

Q.  Before  the  work  was  begun  on  the  Enterprise,  were  complete  models,  specificitions, 
»nd  drawings  made  of  its  construction,  in  all  its  parts  by  theNavy  Department?— A.  I  have 
not  the  means  of  knowing  that,  sir.  Portions  of  the  plans  were  sent  here. 


78  ^  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  there  anything  unreasonable  or  impracticable  in  that  law  relatinfr  to  contracting  for 
the  building  of  such  vessels  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Does  not  that  law  allow  large  discretion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  and  leave  him 
to  build  such  ships  as  in  his  judgment  are  required  at  the  present  day  ? — A.  I  should  say  it 
did. 

Q.  In  wooden  vessels  is  not  speed,  with  such  long-range  guns  as  a  vessel  will  carry,  to 
be  desired,  and  are  such  vessels  of  war  what  the  country  believes  we  require  ?— A.  I  con- 
sider those  two  important  elements. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  did  you  come  to  Kittery  ? — A.  I  came  here  in  June,  1670. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  here?— A.  I  left  here  in  November,  ]b75. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  Hanscom  came  here  to  meet  the  ship* builders  who  were 
likely  to  bid  for  the  building  of  those  vessels  which  it  was  proposed  to  build  here  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  While  he  was  here  on  the  yard,  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  him  t — A.  Not  to 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Griffiths  with  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  here  to  receive  information  from  him ;  who  met  him  here  ?~A.  Mr.  Fernald, 
a  ship-builder  in  PortsmouUi,  Mr.  McMichael,  and  Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  How  long  did  Mr.  Hanscom  remain  in  the  yard  T — A.  I  judge  about  three  hours. 

Q.  Who  was  he  with  when  he  was  here,  mostly  ?— A.  Most  of  the  time  he  was  with  Mr. 
Trickey. 

Q.  He  wasnH  a  ship-builder,  was  he  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  led  him  to  his  society,  when  he  came  here  to  confer  with  ship-builders  ? — A.  I 
don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  last  see  him  on  that  occasion  T — A.  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  At  what  time  were  yon  appointed  inspector  of  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  I  was  officially 
appointed  December  24,  J  873. 

Q.  The  contract  is  dated  September  18,  1873.~A.  During  the  interval  I  had  more  or  less 
business  in  the  ship  all  the  time. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  Mr.  Griffiths  commence  building  the  hull  of  that  ship  under  his  con- 
tract?— A.  I  should  judge  it  was  about  October,  1873. 

Q.  Were  he  furnished  with  material  by  the  Government  all  the  time  as  he  wanted  it  f^A. 
To  Uie  best  of  my  knowledge  he  was. 

Q.  Were  there  any  delays  occasioned  to  him  or  his  hands  by  reason  of  the  Government  not 
having  the  necessary  material  to  work  up  into  the  ship  ¥ — A.  Only  those  delays  that  naturally 
occur  in  any  work.  You  sometimes  fina  that  you  want  a  thing  which  you  don't  have  at 
hand,  and  you  have  to  hunt  it  up. 

Q.  It  was  in  the  yard,  was  it  not  ? — A.  I  think  at  one  time  we  ran  short  of  the  proper  sise 
of  copper. 

Q.  Did  he  notify  you  that  he  would  want  that  before  the  time  when  he  wanted  to  use  it, 
and  did  you  have  it  here  on  the  ground  by  the  time  he  found  it  necessary  T — ^A.  He  didn't 
notify  me.  He  might  have  notified  the  constructor.  I  was  assistant  constructor,  and  in  any 
business  transactions  he  went  more  particularly  to  the  coubtructor  than  to  me. 

Q.  That  was  Mr.  Webb  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  discharging  any  hands  or  stopping  his  work  during  any  of  these 
temporary  delays  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  all  here  at  work  all  the  time  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  to  judge  of  that  from 
observation.   I  didn't  keep  the  time. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  material  used  in  the  Essex  and 
the  Enterprise  ? — A.  There  are  several  reasons.  One  would  be  the  improper  use  of  material 
by  the  contractors,  the  waste  of  material  so  to, speak.  Another  would  be  that  the  Government 
economized  in  the  selection  of  material,  having  used  material  that  was  taken  from  another 
ship.  The  Illinois  was  torn  to  pieces  in  that  same  bouse,  and  the  beams,  knees,  and  such 
articles  were  carefullv  saved  for  the  purpose,  and  Sunder  orders  from  the  bureau  to  be  used 
a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Webb  instructed  me  in  tearing  the  old  ship  to  pieces  to  save  those 
things  so  that  they  might  be  used  again.  They  were  carefully  taken  down,  and  instead  of 
sawing  them  and  destroying  them,  they  were  put  one  side  in  one  of  the  timber-sheds,  and 
saved  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  In  working  up  the  material  that  the  Government  furnished  Mr.  Griffiths  he  was  not  as 
careful  as  the  Government  was  with  its  own  material,  was  he  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  have  the  selection  of  the  best  material  for  his  ship  f — A.  He  had  the  best  there 
was  in  this  yard. 

Q.  In  case  of  any  collision  between  the  interests  of  the  Government  in  carrying  on  the 
work  here  and  his  interests,  wasn't  tbejpreference  always  given  to  Mr.  Griffiths  f — A.  Always. 
Mr.  Webb  so  instructed  me  repeatedly. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  building  those  vessels  ?— A.  I  have 
no  knowledge  that  there  is  any  difference  in  the  cost. 
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Q.  Yon  doDHknow  that  tbere  is  any  difference  between  them? — A.  I  gavejouan  opinion 
tbat  I  don't  think  there  is  any  ereat  difference. 
Q.  In  the  cost  of  labor  ? — A.  x76,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  facilities  of  the  jard  fi^ven  to  the  contractor  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
that  contract  in  building  the  hnll  qI  that  vessel  ?— A.  To  the  best  of  mj  knowledge,  they 
were. 

Q.  Yon  are  familiar  with  Mr.  GrifBths*  contract,  hare  seen  it  and  read  it  ?-^A.  I  have 
read  it. 

Q.  Was  he  a  competent  man  and  qualified  to  do  that  work  7 — A.  I  should  say  he  was  com> 
petent  enough  to  do  that  work. 

Q.  Did  you  assist  him  any  way  about  the  work  ?— A.  Not  Mr.  Griffiths  in  particular.     I 
did  his  foreman. 
Q.  I  mean  did  you  assist  him  or  those  workinflr  for  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
V.  Did  Mr.  Griffiths  superintend  his  work,  or  did  some  body  else  do  it  f — A.  Mr.  Hallenbeck, 
loM  foreman,  superintenaed  the  work. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Griffiths  on  the  yard  all  the  time,  or  here  frequently  or  upfrequently,  or  con- 
itamtly  T — A.  He  was  not  here  constantly.  ' 

Q.  MT.  Hallenbeck  was  here  all  the  timet — A.  Mr.  Hallenbeck  was  here  all  the  time,  and 
our  deaJings  were  principally  with  Mr.  Hallenbeck. 

Q.  With  whom  did  yon  consult  principally  about  the  work,  Mr.  Griffiths  or  Mr.  Hallen- 
beck ?— A.  Mr.  Hallenbeck. 
Q.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? — A.  I  understand  he  is  dead. 
Q.  Was  Mr.  Uriffiths  often  absent  from  the  work  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  alterations  were  made  in  the  original  plans  for  doing  that  work  7 — A.  There 
were  two  ox  three  alterations  made. 

Q.  What  were  they  T — A.  One  was  an  alteration  of  a  hatch  on  the  berth-deck  of  the 
ship ;  another  was  an  alteration  in  the  arrangement  of  the  rooms  on  the  berth -deck  ;  another 
WM  an  altera^on  on  the  forecastle-deck.    That  is  all  that  I  remember  just  now. 

Q.  Were  any  of  those  alterations  to  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  or  otherwise  f  —  A. 
One  of  them  was  to  his  advantage. 

Q.  How  much  to  his  advantage  in  money,  do  you  think  7 — A.  I  shall  have  to  speak  from 
neiDory— say  $90. 

Q.  How  mnch  were  the  other  alterations  to  the  advantaipe  of  the  Government,  if  they 
were  t— A.  I  put  them  down  in  my  book  at  the  time.    Tbe  forecastle-deck  clamps  were,  to 
tke  expense  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  $35.    Alteration  made  in  the  fireman^s  hatch,  on  the  berth -deck^ 
|30;  Uiat  was  the  actual  expense.     I  kept  the  run  of  the  men  who  were  doing  the  work ;  the 
Bsterial  we  furnished ;  that  was  no  expense  to  him. 
Q.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  tbe  alterations  resulted  to  his  advantage  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  put  on  the  quarter-ealleries  or  not  f — A.  He  did  not. 
Q.  What  would  it  have  cost  him  to  have  put  on  Diose  quarter-galleries  T — A.  I  will  have 

3Toximate  it  as  nearly  as  I  can— »|]  ,200  to  finish  them  complete,  the  work  that  was  re- 
of  him  by  the  contract. 

Q.  Then  there  was  the  galvanizing  of  the  wrought  and  cast  iron.  He  contracts  to  do  aU 
tbe  practicable  galvanizing  of  wrought  or  cast  iron ;  was  that  done  by  him  f — A.  That  waa 
done  by  the  Government. 

Q.  It  waa  not  done  by  Mr.  Griffiths? — A.*  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  it  have  cost  him  to  have  done  that  ? — A.  These  things  I  will  have  to  give 
from  memory,  as  nearly  as  I  can . 

Q.  Did  not  the  Government  have  this  labor  charged  ? — A.  I  think  there  is  an  account  of 
that  in  the  constructor's  office.     I  believe  there  is  a  bill  made  out  for  that. 

Q.  Abont  what  is  it  7 — A.  It  wouldn't  be  far  from  $900. 

Q.  Now,  is  there  anything  else  in  this  contract  tbat  you  know  of  that  Mr.  Griffiths  didn't 
perform  according  to  his  stipulations  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  are  a  number  of  things.  In  the 
building  of  the  Enterprise  there  were  constantly  arguments  arising  between  the  contractor, 
myself,  and  the  naval  constructor  as  to  what  work  he  was  to  do;  he  claiming  that  he  was 
oot  to  do  certain  things.  In  consultation  with  the  constructor  and  on  referring  to  the  con- 
tract, we  decided  that  he  was  to  do  those  things — tbat  the  contract  read  so.  Many  times  Mr. 
Webb,  the  constructor,  went  up  and  conferred  with  the  commandant  of  the  station.  Commo- 
dore Howell.  They  would  read  over  tbe  contract  together,  and  they  would  decide  that  the 
contractor  had  those  things  to  do,  but  he  failed  to  do  them,  and  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
work  remained  undone,  and  Mr.  Webb  gave  me  an  order  to  make  out  a  list  of  such  thines 
as  I  thoneht  the  contractor  ought  to  do,  keeping  in  view  the  contract  all  the  time,  and  be 
laid  that  be  would  do  the  same  thing.  He  made  out  his  list  and  I  made  out  mine.  We  com- 
pared them  together,  and  there  was  Yeiy  little  difference ;  but  upon  the  final  settlement  we 
both  agreed  on  a  list  of  things  that  the  contractor  should  do,  as  he  understood  the  contract, 
uhd  as  I  understood  it.    He  said  that  he  understood  that  Mr.  Hanscom  was  to  be  here  in  a 

i«w  days,  and  we  would  refer  this  matter  to  Mr.  Hanscom  and  get  his  decision  upon  it.  The 

\ut  was  shown  to  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  what  his  decision  as  to  the  list  was  I  don  t  know  ex- 

Mi^y,  but  I  know  that  afterward  Mr.  Griffiths  prepared  a  list,  and  had  a  conversation  with 

>&i.  Hanscom  with  regard  to  it,  and  Mr.  Hanscom  marked  on  that  list  what  Mr.  Griffiths 
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was  to  do  and  what  the  Qovemment  was  to  do.  Mr.  Webb  informed  me  that  t'jat  was  the 
chiefs  (Mr.  Hanscom's)  decision,  and  I  took  it  down  in  my  book,  which  I  have  here.  Some 
of  the  things  that  we  decided  should  be  done  by  the  contractor,  Mr.  Hanscom  decided  that 
it  belonged  to  the  Government  to  do. 

Q.  Now,  will  jon  give  the  list  of  things  that  70a  and  Mr.  Webb  agpreed  the  contractor 
should  do  to  complete  bis  contract  f — A.  The  quarter-galleries  were  left  off,  that  is,  neither 
the  contractor  nor  the  Government  was  to  do  anything  about  them.  Mr.  Hanscom  decided 
that  no  quarter-galleries  were  to  be  put  on  by  the  Government  or  the  contractor  either.  They 
were  to  be  left  off  .the  vessel.   Cut- water  by  the  contractor,  carving  by  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Burleigm  : 
Q.'  Does  that  cover  any  moldings  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Won't  you  give  us  the  list  of  the  work  which  you  and  the  constructor  agreed  that 
the  contractor  ought  to  do  according  to  his  contract? 

A.  Quarter-galleries,  cut-water,  carving  aft  stem-posts,  shoe  and  rudder,  mizzen-mast 
atop,  engine-kelson,  stanchions,  iron  stanchions,  iron  coaming,  oak  chocks  on  poop  and 
forecastle-decks,  capstan  and  fittings,  chain-pipe  stoppers,  top-sail  sheet-bits,  towing-bits, 
cat-heads,  castings  on  stem,  channel-stays,  chains,  mooring-shackles,  fore  and  main  pumps, 
scuppers,  port-sh utters,  hammock-rails  and  nettings,  hawse-pipes,  stanchions  on  forecastle 
and  poop,  sea-steps,  ladders  and  gratings,  scuttles  for  coal,  coppering  and  shoe,  air-ports, 
ventuating-pipes,  steering-wheel,  magazine  and  shell-room,  hammock-hook,  sail  and  bread- 
rooms,  ring  and  eye  bolts  in  chain  lockers,  galley-platform,  water-closets,  canopies  over 
hatches,  shot-racks,  spar-frame,  swinging-boom,  irons  on  channels,  iron  stanchions,  boat 
davits  and  fittings,  scupper-blocks  and  chain  chocks,  warping  chocks  for  bridle-ports,  plumb- 
er's work,  joiner-work,  painting,  ventilators  under  main-rail,  cleats  for  mess-chests  on  berth- 
decks,  rods  for  clothes-bags,  iron  on  bulkhead  of  magazines  and  shell-rooms,  gun-tackle 
and  breeching-bolts,  train-tackle  bolts,  torpedo-fittings,  chain-chocks,  chocks  on  main-rai 
for  boats,  hold  fitted  for  hawsers  and  gear,  reels  for  hose  and  hawsers,  gang-ways  to  be 
covered  with  brass,  channel-chests,  bumpkins  for  main-brace,  side-chocks  to  sheave  leaded 
and  fit,  cavils  and  cleets,  chocks  to  holes  for  tiller-ropes,  eye-bolts  and  Lewis-bolts,  eye-bolts 
for  head-sheets,  eye-bolts  for  tacks  and  studding-sail  g^ar,  boom-crutch  for  anchor-boom, 
bill-boards  and  fittings,  iron  warping-chocks,  eye-bolts  outside  for  sheet-chain,  wood-work 
for  coal-bunkers,  capstan  and  anchor-bars,  life-buoys,  light-boxes,  hatch-bar,  wood  and  iron, 
deck-lights  and  ventilators,  boat-chocks,  pin-rail  for  head-sheets,  tin  over  the  galley,  ash- 
shoot,  bowsprit  hole  to  be  cut  and  leaded,  rollers  against  bowsprit  bits  for  chain,  castings 
for  Jacob's  ladders. 

Q.  I  understand  that  those  articles  Mr.  Griffiths  insisted  were  not  embraced  in  his  con- 
tract f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  insist  that  all  of  those  were  not  in  his  contract.  That  was 
what  remained,  in  our  opinion,  for  him  to  do.  That  was  what  we  claimed  he  on^ht  to  do, 
and  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion,  and  we  made  out  the  list.  The  following  items  Mr. 
Webb  informed  me  that  Mr.  Hanscom  had  decided  that  Mr.  Griffiths  was  not  bound  to  do 
under  the  contract :  Carving,  capstan  and  fittings,  fife-rails,  pin-rails,  coppering  steering- 
wheel,  canopies  over  hatches,  shot-racks,  spar-frame,  awning-stanchions,  cleets  for  mess- 
chests  on  berth-decks,  rods  for  clothes-bags,  torpedo-fittings,  chain-chocks,  chocks  on  main- 
rail  for  boats,  hole  fitted  for  hawser  and  gear,  reels  for  hose  and  hawsers,  channel-chests, 
chocks  for  tiller-ropes,  eye-bolts  for  head-sheets,  tacks  and  studding-sail  gear,  boom-crutch 
for  anchor-boom,  eye-bolts  outside  for  sheet-chains,  capstan,  and  anchor-bars,  life-buoys, 
light-boxes,  rollers  against  bowsprit  bits  for  chains. 

Q.  Mr.  Hanscom  decided  that  certain  things  Mr.  Griffiths  was  to  do,  and  certain  things 
he  was  not  bound  to  do.  Did  he  do  what  Mr.  Hanscora  decided  he  most  do  under  the 
first  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Give  us  the  items  that  he  didn't  do  that  Mr.  Hanscom  decided  he  was  to  do. — A. 
Small  stanchions,  iron  stanchions  in  the  hold  of  the  ship,  chain-pipe  stoppers,  catheads,  main 
and  fore  pumps,  port-shutters,  stanchions  on  forecastle  and  poop,  scuttles  for  coal,  swinging- 
boom,  iron  on  channels,  boat  davits  and  fittings,  scupper-plugs  and  chain  chocks,  two-tenths 
of  the  plumber- work,  three-tenths  of  the  joiner- woric,  one-tenth  of  the  painting,  iron  on 
bulkheads,  magazines  and  shell-rooms,  gun-tackle  and  breeching-bolts,  train-tackle  bolts, 
gangways  to  be  covered  with  brass,  bumpkins  for  main-braces,  cavils  and  cleets,  eye-bolts 
and  Lewis-bolts,  bill-boards  and  fittings,  iron  warping-chocks,  wood-work  for  coal  bunkers, 
ash-shoots,  and  many  other  small  jobs. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  give  us  what  the  cost  of  that  labor  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  per- 
formed?— A.  I  can  only  give  an  approximate  estimate — $2,500. 

Q.  What  would  it  &ave  cost  him  to  have  complied  with  his  contract  f — A.  As  in  the  other 
case,  I  can  only  approximate.    I  should  say  $5,800. 

Q.  Take  Mr.  Griffith's  contract,  and  give  us,  if  you  can,  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  exemptions  made  in  the  contractor's  favor  bv  the  chieiof  bureau. — ^A.  I  should 
say  about  $6,000.    I  prefer  to  speak  within  bounds  all  the  time. 
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By  Hr.  Burleigh  : 


|.  What  did  yon  make  up  yonr  ffiind  would  be  the  value  of  putting  the  copper  on  her? — 
.  I  think  it  could  be  put  on  for  about  five  or  six  hundred  dollars.    I  think  there  is  no 


Q 

A 

doubt  ftbont  that. 


By  Ibe  Chairman  : 

Q.  r»id  you  si^n  any  bills  on  that  contract-ship  ? — A.  1  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  si^  all  of  them? — A.  No,  sir;  I  signed  four  of  them;  I  sigfned  the  seventh 
psymeot,  the  seventeenth  payment,  the  reservation-bill,  and  the  launching-bill. 

Q.  By  whose  order  did  you  sign  those  T — A.  By  order  of  the  commandant  of  th%  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  an  order  from  the  chief  to  him  to  have  those  bills 
ligDcdf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  sent  it  down  to  me. 

Q.  Mr.  Hanscom  had  ordered  him  to  have  them  signed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Secretary's  name  appear  on  those  papers  ? — A.  I  never  saw  the  Secretary's 
name  on  them. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Secretary  on  the  yard  ? — A.  O,  yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  be  here  when  Mr.  Hanscom  first  came  here  ? — A.  That  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Was  he  here  with  Mr.  Griffiths  at  any  time? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  he  here  several  times  during  the  building  of  that  ship  ? — A.  He  was  here  during 
ike  time  the  ship  was  building,  but  whether  it  was  several  times  or  not,  I  can't  say. 

Q.  You  never  saw  him  here  m  company  with  Mr.  Griffiths? — A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  him 
here  socially.    I  would  see  him  with  the  commodore. 

Q.  Yon  wouldn't  have  signed  those  bills  because  the  contract  was  not  completed  unless 
you  bad  been  ordered  to  do  so,  would  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  the  list  you  have  been  talking  about  here,  which  you  and  Mr.  Webb 
ti^eed  upon,  to  Mr.  Griffiths  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  furnisbed  it  to  him.  I  furnished  it 
to  Commodore  Howell. 

Q.  Did  Commodore  Howell  make  any  report  of  it  to  anybody  ? — A.  He  wrote  a  letter  to 
tbe  Department,  and  read  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  indorse  your  views  about  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  added  more  to  it,  he  said,  from 
bis  own  observation. 

Q.  Was  that  a  private  or  an  official  letter  ? — ^A.  That  I  can't  say,  sir.  It  was  written  ofi*- 
haod. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  that  contract  required  Mr.  Griffiths  to  deliver  that  vessel  in 
the  water  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  universal  custom  among  ship-builders  to  deliver  thoir  vessels  overboard  ? — 
A.  That  is  as  I  understand  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  a  ship- builder  to  deliver  his  vessel  to  a  person  on  the  blocks  ? — A. 
lam  not  (amiliar  with  outside  work.  I  can't  say  about  that.  I  have  been  entirely  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  the  most  of  my  life. 

Q.  Was  it  according  to  your  interpretation  of  the  contract,  and  that  of  Mr.  Webb,  that 
the  vessel  ought  to  have  been  delivered  in  the  water? — A.  I  think  we  both  understood  it  so. 

Q.  Then  tbe  $2,000  that  was  paid  for  launching  the  nhip  was  $2,000  more  than  he  ought 
to  have  been  paid  under  the  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  say  so. 

Q.  Who  put  tbe  ways  under  her  f — A.  The  Government  hauled  them  under  with  the 
cattle. 
Q.  Yon  got  out  new  ways,  didn't  you  ? — A.  The  upper  ways  were  made  new. 
Q.  And  the  hands  around  the  yard  assisted  in  that  work? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q   Now,  after  all  that  was  dftne,  how  much  more  would  it  have  cost  the  Government  to 
have  launched  that  vessel  ? — A.  About  eight  hundred  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  the  services  of  Mr.  Griffiths  and  his  men  in  launching  thai  vessel 
were  worth  $^0  outside  of  what  the  Government  did  ? — A.  I  can't  toll  exactly  bow  high  a 
price  he  paid  his  men,  or  how  many  he  had  there. 

Q.  He  didn't  have  more  than  15  or  20,  did  he  ? — A.  He  would  have  to  have  a  few  more 
tlkao  that. 

Q.  Could  he  have  spent  more  than  three  hundred  days'  work  on  launching  that  ship? — A. 
If  TOO  put  the  queatiou  to  me  if  1  think  that  he  spent  three  hundred  days  on  that  work,  I 
don't  think  he  did.  ^ 

Q.  Did  it  take  twenty-five  men  twelve  days  to  get  ready  for  launching  ? — A.  I  don't  think 
it  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Griffiths  has  rendered  a  bill  for  extra  work  as  follows  :  '*  Extra  engine  kelson, 
12^ ;"  do  you  know  anything  about  such  a  thing  as  that?  Was  that  extra  work  ? — A.  No, 
lir ;  it  isn't  extra  work. 

Q.  '*  Damages  to  planks,  $250  ;"  do  you  know  anything  about  any  such  thing  as  that  ? 
Did  the  Government  damage  his  planks  $250  worth  7 — ^A.  He  had  no  plank  there. 

Q.  Therefore  that  is  not  a  proper  charge  he  has  made  there  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

H.  Mis,  170,  pt.  1 6 
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Q.  "Extra  molding  outside,  $150  ;"  is  that  a  proper  charge? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Ttien  be  brings  a  charge  for  thirteen  days'  demur^ge,  at  $35  a  day,  $455  ;  is  that  a 
proper  cliarge  If — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  "  Seventeen  days'  demurrage  at  $35  per  day,  $595  ;''  is  that  a  proper  charge  f — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  *' Forty-six  days'  demurrage,  at  $35  per  day,  $1,610  ;"  is  that  a  proper  charge? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  **  Seven  days' demurrage,  at  $35  per  day, $*245;"  is  that  a  proper  charge?— A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Making  an  aggregate  of  $5,250  for  demurrage,  and  $625  for  extra  work,  or  a  total  of 
$5,875.  Do  you  say  that  that  is  a  proper  charge,  and  he  is  entitled  to  that  extra  pay  ? — A. 
That  is  not  a  proper  charge. 

Q.  Had  be  any  right  to  make  a  charge  against  the  Government  either  for  extra  work  done 
on  that  vessel,  or  for  damages  inflicted  on  him  by  reason  of  not  furnishing  him  with  ma- 
terial  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Griffiths'  foreman  a  competent  man,  a  qualified  man  for  bis  business? — A. 
Mentally  be  was  qualified,  physically  he  was  not. 

Q.  A  man  ought  to  have  physical  as  well  as  mental  qualifications  to  discharge  those  du- 
ties, bad  be  not  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  deduction  made  in  favor  of  the  Government  by  reason  of  the  quarter 
galleries  having  been  left  oft*? — A.  None  that  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of. 

Q.  Who  did  the  galvanizing  for  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  The  Government. 

Q.  Was  the  Government  compensated  for  it?— A.  Not  that  I  ever  knew  of. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  alterations  made  on  the  berth-deck  were  in  favor  of  whom  ? — A.  In 
favor  of  the  contractor,  in  one  case. 

Q.  Was  the  contractor  obliged  at  any  time  to  reduce  his  force  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  furnishing  material  tor  him  to  work  on  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  he  proceeil  with  the  work  as  fast  as  it  was  possible? — A.  I  should  not  say  he  did. 

<^.  Do  you  know  of  any  particular  case  where  he  could  have  proceeded  faster  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Well,  name  it. — A.  He  could  have  put  the  decks  in  faster,  and  the  knees,  and  built 
the  cut- water  faster. 

Q.  Then,  if  the  Government  had  been  behind  in  furnishing  materials,  he  still  could  have 
kept  his  hands  engaged  on  this  other  business  which  you  have  spoken  of  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  cause  the  Government  any  delay  in  building  the  Government  vessel,  the  Es- 
sex ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mention  some  instances. — A.  In  the  getting  out  of  our  dcck-plank.  in  the  planing  and 
molcing  of  our  knees,  and  lots  of  miscellaneous  work  that  we  would  naturally  do  with  the 
tools.  When  be  was  using  them  we  had  no  other  alternative  but  to  stand  still  until  be  got 
through. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  the  knees  molded  by  the  tools? — A.  We  planed  them  on  the  planer  and  sawed 
them  with  the  saw  ;  what  we  call  molding.  We  have  got  a  saw  that  will  saw  any  shape 
and  any  bevel. 

By  the  Cuairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  change  any  of  the  work  on  account  of  its  being  improperly  done  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it? — A.  Several  of  the  wale  planks,  one  u(  the  bottom  planks,  and  four 
knees,  I  think,  were  changed. 

Q.  Have  you  got  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  all  the  work  that  was  performecl  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  building  that  ship  ? — A.  Constructor  Wilson  has  it. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Was  that  kept  along  day  by  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  the  painting  complete  on  the  Enterprise? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  said  that  one- 
tenth  of  it  was  left. 

Q.  Was  that  one-tenth  performed  by  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  remained  unfinished. 

Q.  Who  mixed  the  paints  for  them  ?  Did  any  ofyour  people  assist  in  doing  that? — A.  Yes, 
sir  ;  it  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  our  foreman  painter. 

Q.  He  mixed  the  paints  for  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  the  water-closets  for  the  contractor  ? — A.  The  Government. 

Q.  Was  the  dead-wood  properly  bolted  on  the  vessel  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  deduction  made  for  that? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Why  was  it  not  properly  bolted  ? — A.  He  didn't  bore  the  holes  correctly. 

Q.  Did  you  assist  them  to  make  patterns  for  their  iron-work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  for  the  iron- 
stanchions  in  the  hold. 

Q.  Who  placed  the  capstan  and  fittings  of  the  ship  f — A.  The  Government. 

Q.  Was  it  the  duty  ot  the  contractor  to  do  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Why  did  the  Government  do  it  ? — A.  The  ship  bad  got  to  be  launclied,  and  after  she 
went  into  the  water  she  had  got  to  come  to  anchor.  He  put  us  in  such  a  position  that  we 
were  obliged  to  put  the  capstan  in,  because  the  minute  she  was  in  the  water  she  was  in  our 
hands,  according  to  the  contract,  and  we  did  it  for  our  own  security. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  the  alteration  of  that  list  was  submitted  to  your  chief? — A.  In  a 
drawine-Toom  csr  between  here  and  Boston. 

Q.  By  Mr.  Griffiths  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hanscom  make  out  this  list  and  send  it  by  Mr.  Griffiths  to  you  ? — A.  So  Mr. 
Webb  informed  me. 

Q.  Who  else  was  on  tliat  trip  to  Boston  with  those  gentlemen  f— A.  Mr.  Trickey.  Those 
are  the  three  I  recollect  particularly. 

Q.  Mr.  Trickey,  Mr.  Griffiths*  aod  Mr.  Hanscom  T — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  not  so  certain  about 
Mr.  Trickey  as  I  am  about  the  other  two. 

Q.  Where  was  she  afterward  coppered  ? — A.  She  was  coppered  on  the  second  contract. 

Q.  WasnH  all  this  work  executed  under  the  second  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i^.  This  exceptional  work  that  ought  to  have  gone  on  the  first  contract  ? — A.  Most  of  it. 
Q   At  what  expense  to  the  Government  did  you  put  the  main  pumps  into  the  ship  f — 
A.  That  comes  under  the  same  head,  you  know,  as  putting  the  capstan  in.     The  Govem- 

ment  requires  us,  when  we  launch  a  ship,  to  have  a  pump  in  her.      She  had  got  to  be 

launched,  and  there  was  no  pump  in  her,  and  it  fell  upon  the  Government  to  put  a  pump  in. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Why  had  she  got  to  be  launched  ? — A.  I  donUknow  why  she  had  g^t  to  bo  launched. 
There  wait  no  necessity  for  launching  her. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Griffiths  say  it  didn't  belong  to  him  to  put  the  pumps  in  ? — A.  He  didn't 
put  them  in.  I  can't  speak  from  memory  whether  we  had  any  discussion  about  that  or 
not. 

Q.  Don't  yon  think  that  pumps  belong  to  the  hull  of  a  shipT—A.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  put  them  into  your  list  f — A.  Mr.  Webb  in  our  list  conceded  that. 

Q.  Doesn't  the  capstan,  and  putting  it  in,  belong  to  the  hull  of  a  ship  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  placed  the  anchors  and  cables  to  stop  the  vessel  when  she  was  launched  ? — A. 
The  GoTerameiit.  , 

Q.  Did  the  Government  receive  her  in  the  water  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  launching  at  the  Government's  risk  ? — A.   That  I  don't  think  was  speci- 
oed. 
Q.  Did  the  Government  make  all  the  launching  wedges  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  saw  the  material  for  blocking  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Why  did  you  saw  it  off  ?— A.  He  wouldn't  receive  it  in  any  other  way. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  that  was  got  out  for  the  Essex,  that  was  given  to  the  con- 
tractor for  the  Enteiprise  t — A.  The  cants  tnat  were  i^ot  out  for  the  Government  ship   were 
given  to  the  contract  ship.     That  was  so  he  should  have  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Q.  W«ire  the  constructor,  Mr.  Webb,  and  yourself,  and  all  the  other  officers  h«ra,  disposed 
togire  Mr.  Griffiths  all  the  facilities  they  could  in  the  performance  of  his  work  f — A.  Yes, 
lir. 

Q.  And  you  assisted  him  personally,  or  his  hands,  whenever  he  called  on  you  ? — A.  In  all 
caje^. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  a  bill  of  $4,000,  that  was  paid  Mr.  Griffiths  ?— A.   I  know  of  it ;  yes, 
sir. 
Q  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  it? — A.   No, sir. 
t^.  You  were  here  at  that  time?— A.   Yes, sir. 
Q.  Why  was  that  bill  paid  ?— A.  I  don't  know. 

(j.  Do  you  know  by  what  authority  it  was  made? — A.  The  constructor  informed  me  by 
aothority  of  the  chief  of  bureau,  Mr.  Hanscom. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Were  you  consulted  at  any  time  between  the  interview  between  Mr.  Griffiths  and 
Mr.  Hanscom,  and  the  time  this  bill  for  $4,000  was  made  out,  in  regard  to  any  extras  on  the 
ikip? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  in  regard  to  any  demurrage  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  survey  or  inspection  of  that  ship  before  it  was  received  on  the  firs 
contract? — A,  Not  toyny  knowledge. 
Q.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  that  bill  should  have  been  made? — A.  I  don't  know 
uy  reaMou. 
Q.  Were  you  consulted  in  regard  to  it,  or  was  Mr.  Webb,  or  any  of  your  officers  here? 
— K.  "Sot  to  my  knowledge. 
^.  Was  any  examination  made  by  the  Government  officers  in  order  to  ascertain  if  any 
nVTE  work  was  performed  t — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  Neither  in  regard  to  the  demnrrage,  damages^  or  extra  work  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  ,yoa  DOt  at  that  time  the  inspector  ¥ — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  your  duty  to  make  that  examination,  and  report  if  it  had  been  ^ 
required  ? — A.   I  so  consider  it. 

Q.  Did  you  intend  to  inspect  that  vossel  and  report  the  contract  performed  or  not  p^^' 
formed  ? — A.  I  should  have  inspected  her. 

Q.  The  contract  was  performed  by  the  Government,  and  all  the  payments  mado,  andtb** 
relieved  you  from  any  inspection  7 — A.  That  ended  it.  There  was  nothing  to  be  saidaft^ 
that. 

Q.   Were  you  called  upon  to  know  if  this  account  was  correct  by  Mr.  Hanscom l-'-^ 
No.  sir. 

Q.   Did  he  call  upon  Mr.  Webb,  as  far  as  you  know  ?~A.   Mr.  Webb  was  not  here. 

Q.  Did  he  call  in  Mr.  Wilson  ?— A.  That  1  can't  say. 

Q.  Were  you  not  the  proper  person  to  consult  in  regard  to  it? — A.  I  bo  considered— ot»^' 
of  the  proper  persons. 

Q.  And  the  constructor  another? — A.  I  should  say  so. 

Q.  Why  were  vou  not  consulted,  if  you  know  any  reason  ? — A.  I  don't  know  any  reaso^^ 

Q.  You  don't  know,  then,  why  you  were  not  consulted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  an  estimate  for  the  labor  and  material  to  complete  this  shipb^^ 
Constructor  Wilson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  it  a  fair  estimate? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  second  contract  given  to  Mr.  Griffiths  to  complete  the  ship?— A.^ 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Should  not  most  of  that  work  have  been  done  by  him  on  the  first  contract  ? — A.  Yev 
sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  quality  of  the  work  on  the  Enterprise  compare  with  the  Essex  7 — A.  Nocr 
so  (rood. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  the  work  on  the  Essex  better? — A.  The  joiiitsof  the  work  were  bet- 
ter and  more  carefully  put  together,  and  more  properly  bolted. 

Q.  The  hull  was  better  after  it  was  done? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  was  the  difference  between  the  two?    If  you  had  been  going  to- 
buy  the  two  hulls  for  the  Government  as  an  agent,  what  difference  would  you  have  given- 
in  favor  of  the  Essex  ? — A.  I  should  be  willing  to  give  for  the  Essex  in  preference  to  tbe 
Enterprise  from  $6,000  to  f8,000  more. 

Q.  At  the  bame  stage  of  completion  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  did  our  work  altogether  diflfereo^ 
from  them. 

Q.  What  were  the  bilge-keels  placed  on  the  enterprise  for? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir,  an^ 
reasons,  except  to  satisfy  a  notion  of  Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  By  whose  order  were  they  placed  on  her  ? — A.  I  understood  from  Constructor  Wilson^ 
by  order  of  the  chief,  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  called  upon  to  inspect  the  different  articles  received  in  the  con — 
struction  department  7 — A.  I  was  called  upon  to  inspect  all  they  recived  in  constniction. 

Q.  Were  they  of  good  quality  ? — A.  On  our  own  authority  we  accepted  nothios:  bat, 
articles. 

Q.  Have  any  articles  ever  been  received  after  they  have  been  rejected  f — A.  I  only  recol  — 
lect  one  case  in  particular,  at  this  moment.  ^^ 

Q.  What  is  that? — A.  That  was  a  case  of  some  whiting  that   Mr.  Webb  and  myself  aiM^- 
the  foreman  painter  rejected. 

Q.  Was  it  received  after  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Under  whose  order? — A.  An  order  Ironi  the  Department. 

Q.  From  Mr.  Hausconi? — A.  It  was  from  him. 

Q.  In  whose  favor  was  that  order?    Who  was  to  deliver  that  whiting  ? — A.  I  don't  recol  — ' 
lect  tl:e  names  of  the  parties.     Our  books  will  show. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  amount  of  it? — A.  It  was  about  one  thousand  pounds. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  this  was? — A.  It  was  about  three  years  ago,  I  should  say. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  how  the  prices  paid  for  lumber  and  material  at  this  yard  conipsr 
with  outside  prices  at  Portsmouth,  Kittery,  and  around  in  the  country  ? — A.  To  the  besto:^^ 
my  knowledge,  the  prices  are  high. 

Q.  How  much  higher  than  they  are  in  Portsmouth  7 — A.  From  10  to  ] 5  per  cent 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  rejected  by  your  Construction  Bureau  that  has  been  re^ 
ceived  by  either  of  the  departments  here? — A.  I  don't  think  ot  any  now,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  live  oak  delivered  at  this  yard  been  suitable  for  shipping  purposes,  all  of  it  ? — " 
A.  I  should  say  most  of  it  could  be  used. 

Q.  Why  would  the  Government  buy  some  that  could  not  be  used  at  all  ?  Would  that  not  b^ 
thrown  out  when  you  came  to  inspect  it,  and  found  that  it  wasn't  suitable  for  ship-building^ 
— A.  It  might  be  good  timber,  but  not  exactly  suitable  for  ship-building. 

Q.  You  don't  buy  any  other  live-oak  timber  here  except  for  ship-building? — A.  What  tT 
mean  by  that  is,  that  regular  timber  for  ship-building,  must  of  it  would  be  crooked  timbei  ^ 
a  great  portion  of  this  was  straight. 

Q.  Then  how  would  you  use  it  ? — A.  I  shall  have  to  give  a  little  explanation  to  answer 
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that.  It  would  be  good  timber,  and  would  be  valuable  if  jou  built  ships  enoug'h  to  use  it 
£?ery  ship  requires  a  certain  amount  of  straight  timber,  and  a  certain  amount  of  crooked 
timber.  While  it  might  be  good  timber  and  useful  timber,  it  might  not  be  just  what  we 
mi«:ht  reqHire. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that,  npon  an  accurate  and  close  inspection  of  the  timber  here,  if 
tlte  interests  of  the  Government  were  properly  consulted,  a  good  deal  of  this  live-oak 
limber  would  be  rejected, or  would  any  of  it  be? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  bending-machine  ? — A.  I  have  seen  it. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  about  it  as  a  ship-building  factor? — A.  I  don't  think  it  amounts 
to  anything. 

Q.  If  this  machine  were  a  proper  thing  to  be  used  in  ship-building,  just  as  live  oak, 
white  Oik.  pine,  and  all  those  things,  what  would  the  thing  have  been  worth? — A.  It  is 
a  paieoted  article,  and  that  is  a  pretty  hard  question  to  answer.  They  will  charge  what 
tky  please.  When  you  come  down  to  what  it  will  cost  to  make  it,  I  can't  tell  you 
what  it  would  cost  to  make  it. 

Q.  About  what  do  yon  think  it  would  cost  to  make  it? — A.  That  is  a  business  I  am 
not  familiar  with.     I  can  only  give  you  an  opinion  on  that. 

Q.  Well,  give  me  your  opinion. — A.  Making  the  patterns  and  building  the  iron-work, 
I  shoald  say  would  cost  from  $50,000  to  $70,000. 

Q.  What  is  the  Government  doing  with  that  machine  now  7  Is  it  not  abandoned? — 
A.  The  last  time  I  saw  it  thev  were  operating  it. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  I  think  about  September,  1875. 

Q.  The  Government  was  operating  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  bending  timber  for  some  iron- 
clads. 

By  Mr.  Burlei<2U  : 

Q.  White-oak  timber,  or  live-oak  timber? — A.  White-oak  timber.  They  were  proposing 
toeover  the  bottom  of  an  iron-clad  with  white-oak  tipfiber — sheathe  her  outside. 

Q.  Cnnld  not  that  timber  have  been  as  readily  bent  in  the  steam-box  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
M7  opinion  about  the  machine  is  formed  from  occasional  visits  to  the  yard.  We  were 
tiiere  as  a  board  of  naval  constructors  to  see  it  work. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  was  their  opinion  of  it? — A.  I  found  no  constructor  in  favor  of  it,  from  social 
coorer«ation  with  them. 

Q.  How  much  does  the  Enterprise  lack  now  of  being  complete  ? — A.  Constructor  Wil- 
fOQ  can  give  yon  that  information  better  than  I  can. 

By  Mr.  fiCRi.EiGH  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.- Griffiths,  the  old  gentleman  ?  — A.  The  first  I  knew 
of  him  was  at  Boston  when  he  was  putting  in  the  bending-machine.  That  was  the  first 
time  I  was  introduced  to  him.     I  had  known  of  him  for  several  years. 

Q.  Known  of  him  as  what — what  was  his  occupation? — A.  As  building  the  Pawnee 
at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  for  the  Government. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  contract  yon  ever  knew  him  to  have  from  the  Government? — 
A.  That  is  all  I  recollect  now. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  proposals  that  were  advertised  for  the  contract  on  this  ship? — 
A.  Ye*,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  contract  given  out  was  in  accordance  with  the  propos- 
als?— ^A.  I  never  made  a  comparison  of  that  kind. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  advertisement  for  proposals  to  finish  the  vessel  ? — A.  No,  sir  ; 
the  first  I  knew  was  advertised:  that  was  in  the  newspaper. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  make  any  estimate  of  what  it  would  cost  to  complete  the  vessel  from  the 
dosing  of  the  first  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir.     Constructor  Wilson  did. 

Q.  Yoa  don*t  know  by  whose  order  he  made  it? — A.  I  judge  by  the  order  of  the  chief, 
Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  How  much  more  will  the  vessel  cost,  taking  into  consideration  what  is  paid  Mr.  Grif- 
fiths OD  his  contract  to  complete  the  hull  and  the  spars,  than  if  the  Government  had  done  all 
the  work  ? — A.  I  cannot  answer  that  without  reference  to  books  in  the  constructor's  office. 
Constmctor  Wilson  can  answer  that  better,  I  think. 

Q.  How  much  of  this  work  is  the  Government  called  npon  to  do  in  assisting  the  con- 
tractor to  complete  the  vessel? — A.  The  resident  constructor  can  best  answer  that  question. 

Q.  How  does  contract- work  compare  with  work  done  by  the  men  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  yard  by  day's  work  ? — A.  It  isn't  so  good. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  work  under  the  second  contract  that  should  have  been  done 

TindeT  the  first;  and,  if  so,  what? — A.  One  composition  counter-kneo,  magazine-rods  and 

casmg  of  same,  fore  and  main  stay  bolts,  fore  and  main  storm  stay  bolts,  fore  top -gall  ant 

and  royal  stay  bolt.%  flying  martingale  stay  bolts,  jib  and  flying-jib  guy  bolts,  martingale 

V>ack-Tope  bolts,  ring-bolts  for  lashing  anchors,  topsail-sheet  bolts,  topsail-halyard  bolts, 
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eyeboltH  in  hatch-bar?,  fore  and  main  tack  bolts,  ejebolts  over  mag:azine  and  shell-room 
hatches,  cyebolts  for  spanker-sheets,  brass  to  be  put  on  in  wake  of  ladders  to  the  poop  and 
top- gallant-forecastle  decks,  one  complete  set  of  pump-g^ear,  iron  stanchions  and  rail  in  the 
head,  bath-tubs  to  be  fitted  under  forecastle  as  per  plan,  two  moorinf^-chocks  forward,  of 
wood,  to  be  fitted  in  the  bridle-ports,  port-shutters  cut  for  guns  and  fitted  with  fearnaught 
and  port  bucklers  where  required,  carpenters'  work  in  connection  with  coal-bunkers,  Lewis 
bolts  and  boxes  put  in  place,  all  the  necessary  work  in  connection  with  the  fitting  and  se- 
curing of  the  shoe,  stern-post,  rudder,  and  jacket,  forecastle  and  quarter-deck  scuppers, 
scuppers  iit  hammock-nettings,  fitting  tanks  and  connection  in  water-closets,  ventilator 
through  cabin  to  be  put  in,  water-closet  and  bath-room  to  finish  in  the  cabin,  put  in  the 
tub,  bowls,  and  all  the  necessary  fittings ;  bulk-heads  of  magazines  and  shell-rooms  to  be 
covered  in  the  hold  with  galvanized  iron,  door-sills  in  cabin,  wardroom,  and  steer  a  (res  to 
bo  covered  with  brass,  port-shutters  made  and  hung,  with  rings  and  bolts  on,  and  hooks 
complete ;  breeching,  side,  and  train  tackle,  bolts  to  be  put  in  hatch- bars,  copper  and  iron  to 
fit,  coal-scuttles  to  bo  put  in  as  per  plan,  five  sets  of  boat-davits  to  be  fitted  complete,  two  to 
be  fitted  with  cradles  to  stow  boats  in  the  waist, iron  cleats  where  required;  rabbeting  fur 
and  making  and  hanging  all  the  port-shutters,  main-brace  and  fore-tack  bumpkins,  and  all 
the  fittings  connected  therewith ;  forecastie-rail,  and  stanchions  on  front  of  poop,  bits  and 
cat-heads  to  be  completely  fitted,  bill-bars  completely  fitted,  cavils  and  mooring-chocks,  bolts 
for  yard  and  stay-tackle  falls,  bolts  for  ladders  for  the  lore  and  niaiu  topmast,  fore  and  main 
top-gallant  studding-sail  halyards,  bolts  for  leaders  on  mast«,  ropes,  eye-bolts  for  leaders  for 
main  topmast  and  main  top-gallant  studding-sail  sheets,  bolts  in  cheek-knees  to  hook  on  cat- 
falls,  bo  ts  for  ludder-pendant  stops,  bolts  for  receiving  whisker-jumpers,  bolts  for  stay  and 
tackles,  ash-chutcs  to  be  cut  in  side  of  ship,  bolts  in  topsail-sheet  bits  for  stoppers. 

Q.  Plow  much  do  you  estimate  that  work  will  cost? — A.  The  resident  constructor  can 
best  give  vou  that.     1  do  not  care  to  estimate  on  his  work. 

Q.  Is  there  any  check  on  the  timber-inspector,  or  any  way  to  detect  any  fraudulent  en- 
tries that  ho  may  make  in  his  books  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any.  There  was  no  check  on 
the  timber-inspector's  account.  The  routine  of  keeping  the  accounts  has  been  changed 
within  the  last  three  months.  He  had  everything  in  his  own  hands,  and  balances  his  own 
bocks,  and  I  should  say  there  was  no  check  on  him.     He  received  and  expended  himself. 

Q.  His  bills  do  not  have  to  go  for  approval  to  anybody  else,  so  that  there  are  not  two  per- 
sons keeping  the  same  accounts? — A.  No,  sir.  The  bills  for  material  have  always  to  be 
signed  by  the  constructor,  the  quantity  delivered. 

Q.  While  you  were  here,  did  you  know  of  timber  being  received  in  this  navy -yard  that 
had  not  been  required  by  requisition  from  your  constructor,  ordered  here  by  the  chief  of  bu- 
reau at  Washington  ? — A.  There  was  timber  often  landed  that  we  [did  not  know  anything 
about  until  it  cume  ;  we  would  afterward  get  orders  from  tLe  Department  to  rrciive  it. 

Q.  Who  were  the  persons  who  delivered  it  here? — A.  The  principal  contractors  deliver- 
ing timber  while  I  was  here  wereTrickey  &  Jewett,  Bigler  &  Swift.  Those  were  the  larger 
dealers. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  ordered  to  receive  any  timber  that  you  did  not  want  ?— A.  I  don't  rec- 
ollect anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  contractors  were  paid  exorbitant  prices  at  any  time  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  in  the  Navy  who  has  received  any  fees  or  commissions,  or 
any  presents  of  money,  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  cither,  for  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  of  the  Government  who  is  interested  in  any  'contracts  in 
the  Navy  t — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  abuses  in  the  Navy  that  you  could  report  to  the  Government  for 
correction  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether,  while  you  were  here,  persons  were  employed  in  this  yard  for 
political  considerations  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  ;  we  always  had  work  when- 
ever men  were  employed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  work  was  given  to  men  in  consideration  that  they  were  to 
vote  a  particular  ticket  ? — A.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  hiring  men. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  anybody  else,  who  did  have  the  hiring  of  them,  exacted  of  them 
n  pledge,  in  consideration  of  giving  them  work,  that  they  would  vote  a  certain  ticket^ — A. 
Not  of  my  own  knowledge.     I  have  heard  such  r»»port8. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  the  men  in  the  yard  to  be  collected  together  at  any  election  and 
marched  in  solid  phalanx  to  the  voting-precincts  to  deposit  their  ballots  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
never  knew  anything  of  that  kind.     They  would  not  submit  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  else  in  regard  to  the  Enterprise  where  the  requirements  of 
the  contract  were  not  carried  out  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  you  have  covered  that  ground 
pretty  well. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  committee  any  information  in  regard  to  abuses  in  the  Navy,  here  or 
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flftewbere,  that  may  be  corrected  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  anything  more  than 
I  have. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  there  was  a  board  of  naval  officers  appointed,  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  to  repoit  on  ibe  Enterprise,  ^nd  say  whether  any  extra  work  had  been  done, 
whether  the  contract  had  been  complied  with,  or  whether  any  change  should  be  made  in  it? 
—A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  If  any  such  board  bad  been  appointed,  you  wouldthave  known  it,  wonld  yon  not  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  accordance  with  tlie  terms  of  this  second  contract,  was  it  or  not  the  duty  of  Mr. 
Griffiths  to  finish  that  vessel  for  sea,  spars  and  all  7 — A.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  spars 
would  be  included  ;  we  made  a  very  pointed  distinction  between  the  hail  and  spars. 

Q.  Would  you  say  a  vessel  was  complete  in  all  respects  without  any  spars  7 — A.  As  far 
is  the  hail  is  concerned. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  that  under  this  second  contract  he  was  bound  to  put  in  masts  and 
iparsf — A.  No,  sir;  from  the  reading  of  that  contract,  I  should  not  consider  that  he  was. 

By  Mr.  Burj.eigu  : 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  the  work  in  the  second  contract  should  have  been  done  under  the 
first?— A.  I  think  I  have  so  stated;  there  may  be  an  item  or  two  not  covered  by  the  first 
contract,  but,  generally,  I  should  say  the  work  should  have  been  done  under  the  first  con- 
tract. 

Q.  The  law  says  that  the  work  shall  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inspector.  Who 
ap(K>inted  yon  to  take  charg^e  of  the  inspection  of  this  vessel  7— A.  I  was  ordered  verbally, 
December  24, 1873,  to  act  as  inspector,  by  Constructor  Webb,  who  informed  me  that  it  was 
Mr.  Hanscom^s  order. 

Q.  That  you  should  specially  attend  to  that  vessel  during  her  construction  7 — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  so  until  the  last  moment? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Then  I  have  a  written  order 
December  19,  1874,appoiotiDg  me,  by  order  of  the  bureau,  superintendent,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Constructor  Wilson. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  of  any  other  circumstances  attending  the  building  of  this  vessel  that 
would  give  the  committee  any  information  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  you  have  gone  over  the 
whole  ground. 
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Constructor  Philip  Highborn  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  Did  you  examine  the  estimate  prepared  by  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  amount  neces- 
fary  to  be  expended  by  the  Government  to  complete  the  Enterprise  ready  for  sea  after 
Mr.  Griffiths'  first  contract? — Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  that  examination?  Did  yon  make  it  when  the  estimate  was 
made  7 — A.  I  assisted  Constructor  Wilson  in  making  it  at  the  time  it  was  made. 

Q.  How  much  was  that  estimate  ? — A.  September,  ]874,  was  the  time  the  estimate  was 
made.   The  amount  of  it  was,  for  labor,  $43,641. 

Q.  How  much  then  was  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  to  Mr.  Griffiths  on  his  second  and  third  con 
tracts  for  labor  on  the  Enterprise,  by  the  terms  of  his  second  and  third  contracts  f — A. 
|3J,500.  V 

Q.  How  much  then  was  left  for  the  Government  to  do  to  complete  the  vessel  for  sea, 
after  the  amount  was  paid  to  Mr.  Griffiths  as  stipulated  ? — A.  |'24,H83. 

Q.  Adding  what  the  Government  paid  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  is  to  pay  him  by  the  terms  of 
the  second  and  third  contracts,  to  the  amount  required  to  be  expended  by  the  Government 
to  complete  the  vessel  for  sea,  what  is  the  total  that  will  have  been  expended  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  complete  the  vessel  for  seat—A.  It  will  be  $56,383. 

Q.  How  much  greater  is  that  amount  than  your  estimate  for  her  completion  by  the  Gov- 
ernment after  Mr.  Griffiths*  first  contract  ?— A.  $12,742. 

Q.  Will  the  Government  have  to  expend  that  much  more  to  complete  the  vt>89el  for  sea, 
by  reason  of  the  contracts  with  Mr.  Griffiths,  than  if  it  had  done  the  work  itself  7 — A.  Yes, 
•ir. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  work  embraced  in''Mr.  Griffiths'  second  contract  ou^ht  to  have 
been  done  by  him  in  his  second  contract? — A.  I  answered  that  yesterday  at  a  certain 
amount ;  but  after  examination  of  the  figures  again,  I  would  say  that  I  wish  to  make  a  fur- 
ther calc4ilatiou  before  I  answer.    When  I  revise  my  testimony  I  will  put  it  in. 
Q.  What  was  the  estimated  cost  of  doing  the  same  work  by  the  Government  that  was 

contracted  to  Mr.  Griffiths  in  his  second  contract  of  $25,000  t—A.  $18,758. 
Q   How  much  was  the  cost  to  the  Government  of  both  labor  and  material  in  building  the 

Ej»ex,  up  to  the  time  of  her  removal  to  the  Boston  navy-yard  f — A.  That  can  be  better  fur- 
nished by  the  resident  constructor. 
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Q.  How  much  money  has  been  expended  bj  the  Government  and  bj  Mr.  Griffiths  on  the 
Enterprise,  up  to  the  present,  for  labor  ? — A.  The  resident  constructor  can  furnish  that  in- 
formation best. 

Q.  Can  a  perfect  statement  of  the  cost  of  each  of  those  vessels  be  now  made? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  When,  then,  can  that  be  done  ? — A.  When  the  two  vessels  are  ready  for  sea,  with  offi- 
cers and  crew  ou  board. 

Q.  Have  you  examined  the  third  contract  with  Mr.  Griffiths  for  building  the  spars  of  the 
Enterprise  f — A.  1  have. 

Q.  1)0  you  consider  that  the  work  he  was  relieved  from  by  Chief  Constructor  Hanscom 
belonged  properly  to  his  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  Essex  to  Boston,  can  you  state  what  was  her  rela- 
tive  state  of  completion,  compared  with  that  of  the  Enterprise,  her  sister- vessel  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  can. 

Q.  Please  give  the  explanation  of  the  difference  between  those  vessels  now.  Explain  to 
the  committee  the  relative  difference,  and  the  reasons  for  the  difference,  in  the  cost  of  the 
ves8cl8  Essex  and  Enterprise,  at  the  time  of  the  Essex  leaving  the  yard. — A.  All  completed 
work  on  the  Enterprise  was  on  board  and  into  place.  On  the  Essex  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  work,  consisting  of  iron,  bulkheads,  joiner- work,  furniture,  <&.c.,  in  an  incom- 
plete state  and  charged  to  her,  which  was  placed  on  board  of  her  and  sent  in  the  ship  to 
Boston,  (as  per  inventory.) 

Q.  \Vould  or  would  not  work  done  by  the  employes  of  the  Government  cost  more  than 
work  done  by  employes  by  contract,  and  why  ? — A.  Government  performs  its  labor  better, 
and  pays  the  same  price  for  eight  hours  that  contractors  pay  for  ten  and  eleven  hours. 

Q.  Could  you  perform  the  work  cheaper  and  better  it  you  had  the  complete  selection  of 
your  employes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  without  a  doubt. 

Q.  Are  you  consulted  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  the  employes  in  your  Department  T— A. 
At  League  Island,  my  present  station,  I  am  not. 

Q.  Were  you,  or  was  the  naval  constructor,  to  your  knowledge,  permitted  to  have  the 
entire  control  and  selection  of  his  employes  at  this  yard  when  you  were  here  f — A.  Neither 
Mr.  Webb  nor  myself  were  allowed  the  entire  selection. 

Q.  Who  selected  a  laige  portion  of  these  men  ? — A.  A  large  portion  were  ordered  here  by 
the  Navy  Department,  which  the  tetters  on  file  in  this  Department  will  show. 

Q.  As  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  were  these  employes  selected  on  account  of  their 
skill  as  workmen,  or  on  account  of  political  influences  f  Canyon  state  of  your  own  knowl- 
e(^ge  whether  the  employes  of  this  yard  are  political  supporters  of  the  administration  ? — A. 
I  cannot  answer  a  question  of  that  kind. 


Kittery,Me.,  March  J5,  1876. 
^William  F.  Noyes  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Noyes,  state  if  you  wore  engaged  in  any  capacity  in  the  navy-yard  during 
the  building  of  the  steamer  Enterprise,  and,  if  so,  in  what  capacity? — Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I 
was  here,  as  foreman  of  shipwrights,  during  the  building  of  the  Enterprise,  until  within  a 
few  days  of  her  launching.  I  think  about  the  1st  of  June  I  was  removed,  and  the  vessel 
was  launched  somewhere  about  the  middle  of  June. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Griffiths  and  his  hands,  I  suppose,  and 
with  that  done  by  the  Government  in  its  shops,  I  suppose  7  You  knew  what  was  going 
on?— A.  I  can't  say  I  was  very  familiar  with  his  part  of  the  work,  because  I  think,  with 
three  exceptions,  until  the  day  she  was  launched,  I  was  not  in  the  ship-house  after  the  ship 
was  set  up— that  is  to  say,  alter  the  frames  were  set  up. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  work  ? — A.  I  worked  for  the  Government  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  Government,  by  declining  to  deliver  material,  or  not  having 
the  ability  to  deliver  material,  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  delayed  him  in  the  building  of  his  vessel  ? — 
A.  I  can't  say  that  I  know  that  fact;  I  know  we  have  been  delayed  more  or  less  always. 
We  couldn't  help  being  delayed. 

Q.  You  mean  the  Government  havef — A.  I  mean  the  Government.  I  speak  of  the  Gov- 
ernment just  as  I  was  there;  for  instance,  we  might  be  waiting  to  plank  a  ship,  and  not 
have  plank-stock  in  the  yard,  and  we  might  have  to  get  that ;  then  there  are  special  cases 
where  it  requires  long  lengths  of  timber,  perhaps,  and  it  is  sometimes  very  difficult  to  get  it. 

Q.  Would  all  your  hands  have  to  stop  work  then,  or  would  you  go  to  work  on  some  other 
part  of  the  vessel  ? — A.  O,  no,  sir  ;  I  never  intended  to  let  my  men  lie  idle. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Griffiths  was  delayed  on  account  of  not  having  timber 
furnished  by  the  Government  f — A.  I  don't  know  but  there  might  have  been  some  slight  do 
lay  in  the  planking  of  the  ship. 
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Q.  How  much  delay  would  that  be  hi  the  labor? — A.  If  you  have  a  pang  plaDkiug,  it  is 
A  little  difficatt  to  take  them  off;  that  is  a  specialty.  The  way  I  understaud  the  thing — 
I  am  Dot  not  certain  of  it — but  the  way  I  have  always  understood  it,  the  plaukiug  was  a 
sabcontract,  and  he  had  to  deliver  the  material.  I  will  say  this,  that,  8<>  far  forth  as  I  was 
able,  I  delivered  the  material  to  him  just  as  fast  as  I  could.  I  can  say,  further,  that  I  su- 
perintended the  cutting  of  every  single  plank  in  that  ship  for  her  ceiling,  and  saw  it  de- 
IiTered  and  piled  up  in  the  ship-house,  myself. 

Q.  That  was  the  Enterprise  when  she  was  being  built? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Government  was  bound  to  furnish  the  material,  and  yon»have  gone  on  and 
worked  oat  the  planks  to  put  in  her? — A.  That  was  not  the  understanding  conveyed  to  me. 
Theuodorstanding  I  had  was  that  we  were  to  select  this  material  and  deliver  it  at  the  ship- 
bonse. 

Q.  Saw  it  out  and  deliver  itt — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  that  this  timber  was  ready  to 
be  pat  into  the  ship,  but  it  was  sawed  out  of  the  log. 

Q.  If  a  three-foot  piece  was  wanted,  if  you  had  a  piece  15  feet  long,  you  would  have  to 
saw  it  off,  and  send^t  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  mean  that.  I  mean  like  this :  the  tim- 
ber comes  here  in  **  plauk-stock,"  we  call  it,  in  logs,  and  then  we  cut  it  to  dimensions ;  for 
instance,  it  will  take  so  many  streaks  of  five-inch  plank,  and  so  many  streaks  of  six-inch 
plink.  By  '*  streaks,"  I  mean  enough  to  go  around  the  ship,  and  so  many  three  or  four 
iocb,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  we  cut  to  dimensions,  and  we  calculate  about  how  many 
plauks  it  will  take  for  a  streak.  We  have  the  specifications  showing  how  many  streaks  of 
plsok  the  ship  should  have  outside  and  in,  and  we  go  according  to  that. 

Q.  You  mean  you  cut  those  out  with  a  saw  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  cut  them  with  a  saw. 

Q.  You  said  that  there  was  very  likely  some  little  delay  about  laying  thHt  plank ;  how 
many  hands  wou]4  be  delayed  by  that  f  In  case  vou  did  not  have  it  ready,  how  many 
hands  would  be  stopped  until  yon  could  get  it  ready — one  hand  two  or  three  days,  or  one 
hand  fur  a  day  ? — A.  O,  if  we  delayed  him  at  all  on  the  planking,  it  would  delay  his  whole 
franf  more  or  less.  Well,  they  could  be  at  work ;  still  they  would  have  to  work  at  a  disad- 
vantai^.  I  can't  say  how  many  days.  I  should  not  want  to  give  any  answer  as  to  that.  I 
don't  know  as  we  delayed  him  one  moment,. only  what  I  have  understood. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Provided  there  was  a  delay  of  his  whole  gang  one  day,  or  two  or  three  days,  or  even 
a  week,  would  he  pay  them  for  that  time  ? — A.  It  was  jobbed  out,  as  I  understood  it,  a  sub- 
contract. 

Q.  Would  the  contractor  have  paid  them  for  day's  work  if  they  did  not  work  ? — A.  I  shall 
bare  to  answer  you  in  this  way  :  I  will  suppose  there  is  this  plank  to  go  on  one  side  of  a 
ship.  Now,  then,  all  material  is  not  good  :  you  cannot  depend  upon  working  in  every  plank 
7PQ  get  out.  There  may  be  a  defect  in  the  plank.  If  there  is  a  slight  defect,  if  there  is  a 
fbake  in  the  plank,  or  a  rotten  place,  or  worm-holes  in  the  plank,  the  labor  is  lost,  and  you 
have  got  to  get  a  duplicate  of  that. 

Q.  Don't  get  outside  of  my  question.  Provided  there  was  a  delay  on  account  of  the  Gov- 
miaient  not  furnishing  the  material  to  work  with,  is  it  customary  in  the  yard,  or  in  Ports- 
mouth, in  delays  of  that  kind,  for  the  men'^s  pay  to  go  on? — A.  That  I  can't  answer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  long  before  yon  could  supply  the  place  of  that  worm-eaten  plank  so  that  his 
work  could  go  on  ? — A.  That  would  be  owing  to  circumstances.  It  would  depend  upon 
where  the  plank  went.  If  it  was  a  short  plank  we  could  get  it  pretty  quick.  Provided  the 
mill  was  running,  (which  it  was  at  that  time,)  we  could  put  a  log  into  the  mill,  and  you 
know  it  would  not  take  but  a  very  short  time  to  get  a  plank  out ;  but  we  would  do  it  as 
quick  as  we  could.  I  never  knew  a  vessel  of  war  where  we  did  not  have  as  much  delay 
as  he  had,  and  sometimes  a  great  deal  more. 

Q.  Now,  up  and  down  the  river,  and  in  the  navy-yard,. where  men  are  at  work  by  the 
day,  is  it  not  a  customary  thing,  if  something  runs  short,  or  the  weather  comes  on  bad,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  to  knock  off  work  and  the  men  lose  the  timet — A.  I  presume  so.  I 
never  worked  outside  on  this  river  in  my  life. 

Q.  Is  it  not  always  done  in  the  yard  ! — A.  It  is  not  always  the  case  here,  because  we 
have  houses  to  work  in,  and  we  make  all  fine  weather. 

Q.  If  there  is  no  work  to  be  done,  or  no  money,  you  send  off  the  men  until  you  get  it, 
don't  you  ?— A.  I  should  not  mark  them  up  for  that  day. 

Q.  If  there  is  no  work  they  do  not  come  the  next  day  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  there  is  work  you  send  for  them  and  pay  them  f  You  do  not  pay  them  when 
there  is  no  work  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  Mr.  Griffiths  paid  his  men  when  they  did  not  work  ? — A.  It  is  not 
hardly  natural  to  suppose  that  he  would.  I  heard  itr^reported  myself  around  the  yard  that 
Mr.  Grifiiths  was  not  getting  what  he  asked  for — what  he  demanded — but  I  did  the  best  I 
coald  for  him,  and  my  orders  from  the  naval  constructor  were  not  to  allow  Mr.  Griffiths  to 
be  delayed  at  all,  if  it  was  possible  to  avoid  it ;  for  this  reason  :  He  said  if  there  was  any 
delay,  Mr.  Griffiths,  he  supposed,  could  present  a  bill  for  damages  and  collect  it,  and  my  orders 
were  explicitly  not  to  allow  any  delay  if  it  could  possibly  be  helped. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  he  state  to  you  that  he  had  been  delayed  7 — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  recollection. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Was  it  not  detrimental  to  your  other  ship  ? — A.  Very  much  so. 

Q.  You  would  have  got  it  alon|^  faster  and  cheapc^r  if  you  had  not  liad  this  ship-buildin^r 
here,  would  you  not  f — A.  I  have  had  to  do  a  {^reat  deal  of  work  for  the  Enterprise,  when 
I  should  have  had  my  time  for  the  other  ship. 

Q.  Was  the  plank  prepared  at  the  mill,  and,  if  so,  was  it  done  by  the  Government's  help, 
ready  to  put  rip^ht  on  7 — A.  O,  no,  sir ;  they  were  sawed  out 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  a  (^ood  deal  of  the  timber,  knees,  and  such  thinfi^s  as  that — plane  them, 
and  fix  them, and  cut  them  out? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  presume  we  wrought  to  shape  every  knee 
that  is  in  that  ship. 

Q.  You  mean  the  Government's  hands  wrought  them  to  shape  T — A.  It  was  done  by  ma- 
chinery; with  the  operatives  who  operate  the  machinery. 

Q.  He  was  to  have  the  *'  facilities  of  the  yard,"  but,  if  I  understand  you,  he  not  only  had 
the  use  of  the  machinery,  but  the  work  was  done  by  the  Government  help  ? — A.  That,  I 
understood,  was  the  "  facilities  of  the  yard." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  long  was  that  ship  being  bUilt  7— A.  I  think  that  Mr.  Griffiths  came  here  some 
time  during  the  month  of  September,  and  the  ship  was  launched  the  ensuing  June. 

Q.  Now,  from  the  time  he  commenced  until  the  time  that  the  ship  was  launched,  he 
charges  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  days'  delay  ;  was  he  delayed  to  that  extent  1 — A.  Let  me 
set  you  right  on  one  thing.  I  was  foreman  of  shipwrights;  that  only  eml^raced  one  depart- 
ment. I  can't  say  that  he  might  not  have  been  delayed  all  around  in  the  other  departments. 
I  only  speak  of  the  wood-work.  This  claim  is  for  delays  in  furnishing  him  labor.  I  will 
state,  further,  with  regard  to  furnishing  material  and  our  exertions  to  help  him,  we  had 
some  sharp  timbers,  such  as  we  use  forward  and  aft.  They  were  much  larger  than  was 
necessary  for  the  ship,  but  Mr.  Webb  said  as  we  had  not  the  smaller  material  in  the  yard, 
and  as  tliero  might  be  a  delay  in  getting  it  from  Boston,  or  wherever  they  would  have  to  get 
it,  I  would  be  obliged  to  cut  the  larger  timber  for  him.  Likewise  his  keelsons  and  dead- 
wood  were  almost  all  taken  out  of  larger  timber ;  that  was  necessary.  Of  course  that  would 
add  to  the  cost  of  the  material  that  went  into  the  ship. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Could  they  not,  by  culling  it,  get  smaller  timber?— -A.  No,  sir ;  it  had  been  culled  too 
much. 

Q.  You  worked  it  down  to  the  suitable  size  ?— A.  I  put  it  into  the  saw 'mill  and  sawed 
down  the  slab;),  and  put  it  into  the  planer  and  planed  it  down  to  the  proper  thickness,  and 
sent  it  to  the  ship-house. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  understood  that  the  labor  that  operated  those  machines  was  em- 
braced in  the  *' facilities  of  the  yard,"  and  that  he  had  a  right  to  that  labor  7— A.  That  is 
the  wav  1  understood  it. 

Q.  Not  only  the  n^achines,  but  the  men  employed  in  working  them  T — A.  Most  assuredly. 

Q.  Was  the  work  done  for  him  when  he  wanted  it  7— A.  Yes, sir;  if  the  Government  was 
at  work  on  machinery  here,  you  couldn't  have  two  set  of  men  operating  that  same  machinery. 
I  superintended  the  selecting  of  every  stick  of  timber  that  there  is  in  the  frame  of  that  ship, 
and  Charles  Dickson  and  Jacob  Kemick  and  another  man,ex-quarterman  there,  was  in  the 
yard;  and  it  was  all, or  nearly  all— everything  that  the  m;*chinery  would  cut  was  cut  by 
machinery. 

Q.  And  the  Government  found  the  men  to  do  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  carried  to  the  ship-house  and  piled  up  ready  for  his  men  to  use  T — A.  Y'cs, 
ir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  this  question :  Do  you  know  of  any  delay  caused  the  contractor 
in  building  ihe  Enterprise  by  the  constructor  f— A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not,  and  I  will  repeat  my 
answer  again,  that  my  orders  wero  always  to  furnish  everything. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  And  you  did  so  7 — A.  I  did  so,  just  as  far  as  I  could  and  as  soon  as  I  could. 

Q.  There  was  no  want  of  plank  ;  it  did  not  give  out  so  but  what  you  had  something  to  give 
him  that  was  suitable  t— A.  I  can't  say  about  that ;  we  always  gave  him  some  plank,  but,  as 
I  said  before,  I  did  not  examine  the  ship.  I  was  not  in  the  ship,  and  I  cannot  tell  about  the 
length  of  the  plank  he  wanted,  and  if  we  had  a  plank  six  inches  short  it  would  spoil  the  plank. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  GriflBths  being  charged  with  receiving  any  tiipber  that  he  did  not 
receive  for  the  Enterprise  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  measuring  the  timber. 

Q.  He  was  not  charged  with  any  timber  that  was  sent  to  somebody  else  f— A.  Not  to  my 
knowledfre. 
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Bj  Mr.  Jones  :  • 

Q.  Yoa  were  speakinfr  about  the  plank.     Did  any  one  line  the  plank  fur  planing^  before  it 
went  to  the  mill  \ — A.  No  ;  I  saperiotended  that  myself. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffiths  did  not  do  that  ? — A.  Mr.  Griffiths  did  not  do  thnt  to  my  knowledge,  because 
I  had  the  ^neral  saperviston  of  the  sawyer  all  that  time,  and  I  had  men  there  to  do  it 
directly,  or  1  was  there  to  see  to  it  myself. 

(J.  Charles  Dickson  worked  for  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Charles  Dickson,  while  employed  by  the  Government,  with  tho  men  under  his 
eharee, perform  any  labor  upon  the  Enterprise  f — A.  Not  on  the  ship  after  she  was  raised. 
Mr.  Dixon  done  work  on  the  ship  iust  previous  to  her  launching,  on  what  work  I  am  not 
ahje  to  say,  as  Mr.  Hicbbom  had  cnarge  of  that  work.  He  molde  1  the  cants  forward  and 
ah.  One  set  of  cants  was  cut  out  by  the  Government  men  with  ax  and  adz  for  the  Essex, 
bat  there  came  an  order  from  somebody,  I  can't  tell  you  who,  and  they  were  turned  over  to 
the  Enterprise.  They  made  a  demand  for  them,  and,  to  avoid  delay,  they  were  turned  over 
to  them.*    Mr.  Dickson  could  tell  you  about  that  better  than  I  can. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  any  information,  of  any  materia)  or  labor  having  been 
charged  tu  the  Enterprise  which  did  not  belong  to  that  vessel,  if  rightly  charged  7 — A.  I 
don't  know  one  dollar,  nor  one  cent. 

Q.  Nor  do  you  know  of  any  delay,  except  what  you  have  heard  ?—  A.  Only  what  I  have 
heard.    I  don't  know  it. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  16, 1876. 
Testimony  of  WiLi.iAM  F.  NoYES  continued. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  you  employed  from  the  commencement  of  the  Enterprise  here  T — A.  I  was  em- 
plojed  from  the  commencement  of  the  ship,  sir.  I  was  employed  in  the  yard — but  not  in  an 
official  capacity  all  of  the  time — I  think  until  within  about  two  weeks  or  ten  days  of  her 
laoDching.  Yesterday,  iu  my  examination,  I  supposed  that  everything  that  was  said  had  a 
tendency  toward  what  was  done  to  the  ship  before  the  launching. 

Q.  You  were  iu  a  measure  detailed  to  get  the  timber,  as  I  understood  from  yesterday's  ex- 
aoiinatior.— A.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  foreman  shipwright,  and  I  was  foreman  ;  or  that  was 
nj  orders  from  the  constructor,  to  prepare,  as  far  as  I  could,  the  stock  and  the  material  for 
that  thip,  i.  f.,  in  my  department,  so  far  as  1  could,  by  the  use  of  machinery  and  the  opera- 
tires  for  running  the  same. 
Q.  I  want  you  to  describe  what  was  done  to  the  timber  for  the  blocks,  the  keel,  and  the 
ieel^on,  the  frame,  the  ceiling,  the  planking,  the  beams,  the  knees,  the  decks,  and  the  rails, 
bjtbe  men  employed  and  paid  by  the  Government.    Describe,  in  the  first  place,  in  regard  to 
tbe  laying  of  the  blocks,  and  where  they  were  at  the  time  you  commenced  on  the  bhip — what 
»as  done  by  the  Government  in  aiding  you  to  get  them. — A.  Well,  Mr.  Burleigh,  of  course 
Toa  will  have  to  allow  me  some  little  time  to  think  about  this.     I  cannot  answer  readily. 
I  am  under  oath.     I  should  not  want  to  testify  here  without  some  chance  to  see  my  evidence 
afterward. 

(,  We  will  let  you  have  the  evidence  to  revise  it — A.  This  was  some  time  ago,  and  while 
this  work  was  done  I  had  no  idea  of  being  called  to  testify  about  it.  The  first  thing  you 
want  to  know,  I  believe, is  about  the  blocking  for  the  keel.  I  may  not  get  the  whole  of  it; 
hot  pert  of  it  was  blocking  that  came  from  under  the  Illinois. 

Q.  Was  it  delivered  to  him? — A.  Yes, sir;  Mr.  Webb  and  myself,  with  Mr.  Halleubeck, 
selected  the  keel -blocking. 

Q.  Was  it  delivered  to  him  in  the  places  so  that  he  could  set  it  up  most  conveniently! — A. 
I  cannot  answer  that  question  whether  that  was  delivered  by  the  Government  men  or  not. 

Q.  The  Government  teams  hauled  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  delivered  it  where  they  wanted 
it,  at  the  sliip-house.  If  not,  they  alone  were  to  blame.  They  had  a  team  and  a  gang  of 
mm  to  go  with  that  team. 

Q.  Now  in  regard  to  the  keel. — A.  The  keel,  Mr.  Burleigh,  I  had  taken  out  of  tho  dock 
■jaelf.  I  know  it  was  done  by  Government  teams  and  men.  I  think  there  is  an  order  here 
on  tbe  yard,  but  I  am  not  certain  about  the  ofiBcial  order.  I  think  there  is  an  order  that 
their  stock  is  to  be  delivered  to  them«  though  I  cannot  say  positively.  But  I  had  an  order 
that  I  must  deliver  this  material ;  that  I  received  from  the  constructor.  It  was  a  verbal  order, 
of  conrFe.  I  went  to  the  dock  and  selected  the  keel-pieces  myself:  marked  them  :  had  some 
laborers  go  there  with  me  aud  put  ropes  to  them,  with  buoys,  so  that  when  the  tide  came  we 
conld  find  the  sticks.  Then  we  took  them  with  the  scows  to  the  shore  aud  hauled  them  up 
to  the  mill  with  Government  teams,  sided  them  to  the  proper  thickness,  planed  them,  rough- 
tut  tbe  scarfs — cutting  down  within  two  or  three  inches.   We  would  cut  it  enough  to  see 

"TWk  timbers  were  delivered  and  laid  two  weekii,  more  or  Ioms,  la  the  sbipbouse  before  tbey  were  aaed. 
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whether  it  was  good  and  sound  or  not ;  they  woald  have  to  be  cut  in  their  re^ltr  o^^^ 
somewhat.   It  was  to  see  that  the  material  was  fit  for  the  purpose.   When  I  ^  pi« 
enough,  according  to  the  dimensions,  I  had  them  hauled  to  tne  ship-house,  and  tbej  ^ 
put  on  the  west  side  of  the  Franklin  ship-bouse. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  position  that  they  were  to  be  laid  in  on  the  blocks  ? — A.  I  woald not^^ 
that  that  was  so,  for  this  reason,  that  in  getting  these  pieces  we  had  to  get  them  u  ^ 
could  find  them.    Thej  had  a  team  detail^  for  them  all  the   time  ;    the  aft  ends  all  w 
marked  so  there  should  be  no  mistake  by  teamsters. 

Q.  Now  in  regard  to  the  frame. — A.  The  frame  I  selected  with  my  qnartcrmao.   I 
the  supervision  of  both  frames. 

Q.  You  had  the  molds  and  draughts  ? — A.  When  we  got  for  one  frame  we  also  got  for 
other.     When  we  got  one  stick  we  got  the  four,  provided  we  could  find  them  at  the 
time.     I  was  particular  about  that. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  call  **  selecting  frame,"  is  it  notT— A.  Yes,  sir.  The  Essex  fran 
and  the  Enterprise  frame  we  got  out  together.  There  could  be  no  particle  of  difference  ' 
the  getting  out  of  those  square  frames,  so  far  as  the  Government  was  concerned. 

Q.  Did  the  Government  do  as  much  work  on  one  as  on  the  other  f— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  whereTi 
machinery  would  do  it.  * 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  And  the  GovemmenI  found  the  labor  to  run  all  the  machines  7 — A.  I  of  course  had 
sided  with  the  saw  and  planer,  and  then  we  molded  the  timber.  Jacob  Remick  was 
man  that  molded  the  timber  square  frames,  and  Cliarles  E.  C  Dixon  molded  the  c&nl 
for  both  ships.  The  Marion  was  on  the  stocks,  and  of  course  we  had  not  the  chanc*  I  ^ 
work  on  our  timber  so  quick.  I  had  quite  a  number  of  men  in  the  yard.  In  order  to  facil— ^ 
itate  the  work,  and  give  the  Government  so  much  work  for  bo  many  men,  I  put  the  men  t%p^ 
work  getting  out  the  after  cants  of  the  Essex  with  the  ax.  During  the  buildiag  of  her  Mr|i» 
Griffiths  ascertained  that  those  were  out,  and  called  on  Mr.  Webb  for  them,  and  Mr.  WeH(g| 
gave  me  an  order  to  turn  them  ovor  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  I  did  so.  It  was  the  timber  thi|ll^ 
has  no  floor-timber  on  it.  The  object  of  his  getting  them,  as  Mr.  Webb  told  me  at  the  tiiw^ 
was  that  they  had  asked  for  them,  and  that  there  might  not  be  timber  in  the  yard  to  fill  i*^ 
the  cants  for  them,  and  he  wished  to  avoid  any  delay  and  prevent  demurrage.  That  wi 
the  testimony  that  he  gave  me. 

Q.  Have  you  got  through  with  the  frame? — A.  I  will  say  that  where  the  timber  could  n« 
be  got  out  by  machinery,  t.  e.,  got  out  with  the  saw,  the  timber  was  given  to  them  to  haul  t 
the  ship-house. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  stem-pieces  7 — A.  We  planed  them. 

Q.  Did  you  saw  tj^em  by  the  molds  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  was  heavier  than  any  machinei]^^ 
we  had  could  do. 

Q.  Did  you  cut  them  to  the  proper  thickness  ? — A.  As  far  as  we  could  do  it  with  m^-^ 
chinenr. 

Q.  How  with  the  knees  t— A.  We  might  have  sawed  the  stem-knee  ;  but  I  do  not  remcim 
ber.     I  would  not  want  to  swear  to  it. 

Q.  But  all  the  other  knees  you  did  f — ^A.  The  knees  of  the  deck  we  did. 

Q.  Then  all  he  had  to  do  to  this  frame  was  that  when  you  delivered  it  to  him  he  had 
put  it  in  place? — A.  No, sir;  that  is  not  all.     Timber  is  cut  somewhat  over-length,  yoi 
know.     Tney  have  to  break  joints.     [Illustrating  with  a  diagram.]    Now  they  had  to  ca  ^ 
the  ends  of  these  timbers  by  the  molds.    Of  course  we  could  not  square  them  all  up  read^^ 
to  go  right  togettier.    Then  they  had  to  put  a  dowel  in  the  butts  for  that  joint,  into  each  one-^-i' 
and  three  dowels  in  each  scarf,  and  the  bolts  passed  through  those  dowels,  and  in  every^ 
butt  theie  is  a  dowel,  or  should  have  been  if  they  had  done  their  duty.    I  have  no  reason  ii 
dispute  but  what  they  did  on  that. 

Q.  Then  what  they  had  to  do  was  to  put  them  together  and  fasten  them? — A.  They  hi 
to  saw  the  butts,  cut  the  timber  to  length,  dowel  and  fasten  them. 

Q.  Now  you  come  to  the  keelson. — A.  Yes,  sir.     The  keelson  we  sided  in  the  mill,  planed 
in  the  mill,  three  sides  of  it. 

Q.  And  delivered  it? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  delivered  it  at  the  ship-house.     I  would  not  say  now^ 
without  reflection,  whether  I  superintended  the  delivering  of  it  or  not,  or  ordered  it  deliv^ 
ered.     I  would  not  say.     They  had  teams  to  deliver  it ;  but  I  superintended  the  cutting  or 
the  material  to  its  shape.    I  cannot  say  now  whether  after  shoving  it  out  of  the  mill  I  took, 
the  men  and  hauled  it  there,  or  whether  they  took  the  team  and  hauled  it  there. 

Q.  Now  the  ceiling.  There  were  a  good  many  thick  streaks  ? — A.  A  good  many  thick 
plank  ;  but  different  from  a  merchantman. 

Q.  Then  the  inside  flooring  and  ceiling,  how  was  that  7 — A..  We  cut  the  plank  from  the 
log.  The  timber  was  near  the  mill,  and  we  cut  the  plauk  from  the  log.  I  made  a  little  cal- 
culation about  how  many  plauk  it  would  take  for  a  streak,  and  ascertained  by  the  number 
of  streaks  there  would  be  (which  I  learned  from  the  plan  and  specifications)  what  I  sup- 
posed would  be  enough  to  ceil  the  ship.  It  might  be  more  and  might  be  less.  Of  course 
they  would  have  to  pay  for  what  they  used. 

Q.  Did  you  line  those  plank  to  be  sawed  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  did  not  require  them  lined  tn 
be  sawed.    I  superintended  the  cutting  of  the  logs  for  the  coiling,  inasmuch  as  when  there 
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was  a  log  went  into  the  mill,  if  I  was  near  by,  I  would  take  a  piece  of  clialk,  and  chalk 
down  OD  the  ends,  and  make  a  figure  of  what  they  should  make  of  it ;  so  far  as  that.  But 
it  doe«  not  require  any  snappinf^  of  the  line  on  the  stick,  onlj^  in  exceptional  cases. 

Q.  When  did  you  line  the  timber  for  them  ? — A.  When  it  was  necessary  to  save  the  Gov- 
erniDent  timber  I  would  line  the  timber  for  them. 

Q.  Supposing  there  was  a  piece  that  did  not  go  into  the  Enterprise,  where  would  that 
itici[  go  to  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  whether  the  log  was  charged  or  the  plank.  If  the  log  was 
charjred.it  would  show  more  feet,  of  course,  than  if  the  plank  was  charged.  But  I  presume 
if  the  plank  was  charged  there  was  just  money  enough  put  into  the  plank  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  the  log. 

Q.  That  is  simply  supposition  on  your  part  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Now,  the  outside  planking  and  the  inside  planking  were  the  same  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  plane  the  inside  planking? — A.  No,  sir:  not  below  the  gun-deck.  But  let 
me  saj  again,  that  perhaps  what  I  would  call  inside  planking,  perhaps  you  might  not.  Ydu 
perhaps  would  call  everything  that  was  put  upon  the  ship  inside  or  outside  planking,  while 
we  have  it  by  another  name.  That  which  goes  from  the  water-way  up  to  the  port-sill,  we 
calispirketing.  That  on  the  inside  we  call  battery-plank,  and  that  which  goes  on  the  out- 
fide  we  call  bulwarks.  That  cumes  above  the  maiu  wale,  or  abo\'«  the  port  sill,  we  will 
call  it    We  did  plane  the  battery-plank.  / 

Q.  Didu't  you  plane  everything  above  the  gun-deck  ? — A.  I  would  not  want  to  answer 
that  question  now,  because  I  cannot  say  that  we  did  or  did  not.  We  planed  battery-plank, 
bat  I  doQ*t  remember  about  the  bulwarks.  We  planed  everything  they  asked  to  have  planed 
which  came  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Griffiths  plane  any  plank  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  planing  was  done  you  planed  for  him  in  the  mill? — [No  answer.] 

Q.  Go  on  with  your  story. — A.  The  planing  part  is  planed  to  a  thickness,  but  that  does 
not  doish  the  ship.  All  of  this  planking  is  graduated.  There  are  no  two  planks  of  a  thick- 
ness from  the  port-sill  up. 

Q.  While  you  would  plane  one  edge,  that  would  give  you  a  guide  to  use  the  edge  with  f 
—A.  After  all  that,  the  man  has  got  to  dress  it  after  it  is  on  the  ship,  and  there  is  always 
BMKB  or  less  trimming  to  be  done  to  it. 

Q.  Was  everything  planed  above  the  berth-deck  that  Mr.  Griffiths  desired  shoull  be 
plaued  f — A.  Everything  that  could  be  done  that  he  desired — that  could  be  done  with  the 
tools— I  did  to  my  knowledge.     I  merely  obeyed  orders. 

Q.  Was  the  side  of  the  ship,  from  the  berth-deck  up,  planed  in  every  instance,  as  far  as  you 
know  ?— A.  In  every  instance  where  Mr.  Griffiths  desired  it ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  in  regard  to  the  outside  planking;  you  sawed  put  the  plank  for  him  and  planed 
it?— A.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  outside  planking  planed  except  above  the  purt-sill. 
Abore  the  port-sill  he  had  everything  planed  that  he  desired.  If  not,  it  is  beyond  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  That  covers  the  bulwarks,  rail  and  all  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

B>- the  Chairman:  * 

Q.  Everything  that  was  planed  in  that  vessel  was  planed  by  the  Government  ? — A.  So 
fir  as  machinery  would  do  the  work. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  beams. — A.  I  selected  the  material  for  the  beams,  and  I  took 
that  which  was  the  nearest  to  the  mill,  and  marked  the  length  of  the  beams  and  the  num- 
ber, myself,  and  had  them  sawed  and  sided  with  the  planers  ;  ».  e.  planed  to  the  proper 
thickneiis,  according  to  the  dimensfons. 

Q.  Were  there  any  moldings  on  those  beams  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  any  been  put  on  by  Mr.  Griffiths  f — A.  Nothing,  only  around  on  the  bot- 
tom of  the  beam.     That  is  all—the  corners  cut  off  on  the  bottom. 

Q.  They  of  course  were  hauled  to  the  ship  by  the  Government  teams,  the  same  as  the 
other?*  were  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  being  hauled  to  the  ship  they  were  hauled  to  the  saw  to 
be  molded  and  shaped.  The  beams  after  being  sided  the  straight  way — what  could  be 
done  with  ihe  planer  and  circular  saw — were  then  carried  to  what  we  call  the  futtock-mill, 
&nd  there  molded  to  the  curve ;  and  there  we  have  a  saw  that  saws  irregular  and  crooked ; 
the  same  as  we  saw  out  the  frames,  and  there  would  be  the  beams  cut  to  shape,  ready  for 
the  joiner  to  go  on  and  cut  the  corner  and  smooth  the  side. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  knees— both  the  horizontal  and  the  hanging  knees. — A.  The 
kikMs  came  here  in  a  large  lot,  and  were  put  just  beyond  the  saw  a  short  distance,  and  all 
let  Dp  upon  the  end.  Mr.  Uallenback,  the  foreman  for  Mr.  Griffiths  at  the  time,  wont  there 
with  his  men  and  selected  such  knees  as  would  fill  the  mold.  Those  knees  were  taken  to 
the  mill — to  what  we  call  the  kuee-planer— sided  with  the  planer  to  the  proper  thickness, 
and  then  Mr.  Hallenback  or  his  men  molded « the  knee  in  the  proper  place.  It  was  put 
upon  the  table  by  Government  men  and  sawed  into  shape. 

Q.  S'iwed  into  shape  according  to  the  mold  t— A.  They  could  not  do  otherwise  if  they 
Were  allowed  to  nse  the  tools  at  all. 

Q.  AiViT  the  sawing  did  you  plane  them  T— A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  planed  to  a  thickness 
pievionsly.     At  the  bottom  side  of  the  knee  they  would  have  to  be  smoothed  off. 
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Q.  Was  that  the  case  with  all  the  knees? — A.  Yes,  sir;  just  the  same. 

Q.  Yon  planed  them  ? — A.  Planed  them  and  sawed  them  to  their  mold.  They  selected 
the  knees  from  the  pile. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  decks  and  deck-plankinfi:  ? — A.  The  deck-plankin^r  was  delivered 
to  them.  I  cannot  tell  you  all  about  the  decks.  I  cannot  say  whether  their  berth-deck  was 
white  pine  or  not.  If  it  was,  of  course  Mr.  Locke  can  tell  you  all  about  that.  My  im- 
pression is  that  he  had  to  cut  a  lar^  lot  of  deck-plank  from  the  ]og ;  but  I  will  not  say  for 
certain,  because  at  the  time  I  had  to  do  the  best  that  I  could. 

Q.  The  deck-plank  were  hauled  to  the  mill  by  the  Government  teams  and  there  planed, 
and  from  there  hauled  by,  the  Government  teams  to  the  ship  again  7  They  were  planed 
there  by  the  Government  tools  ? — A.  Yos,  sir,  the  Government  furnishing  two  men. 

Q.  And  from  there  they  were  hauled,  by  the  Government  teams, to  the  ship! — A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  handling  the  plank. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  joiner  work.  Do  you  know  how  that  was  managed  t — A.  The  joiner- 
work  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  at  all. 

Q.  Who  did  f — A.  Mr.  James  W.  Brooks. 

Q.  Now,  at  the  time  that  that  ship  was  being  built,  were  or  were  not  the  Government 
teams  harnessed  or  yoked,  and  at  all  times  in  rendineos  to  haul  to  the  ship  or  from  the  ship 
to  the  mill  any  material  that  they  might  want  with  which  to  build  the  Enterprise  t — A.  That 
I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  do  yon  not  know,  that  the  teams  of  the  Government  were  at  the  mil), 
standing  still,  sometimes,  and  at  the  shop,  standing  still  at  times,  waiting  for  orders  from 
Mr.  Griffiths  to  do  his  work  ? — A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  was  the  case. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  it  was  so  1 — A.  Well,  if  1  was  called  upon  to  state  dates  I  could 
not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  I  don't  ask  yon  for  dates,  but  at  times.  You  don't  know  that  it  was  so  at  all  the  times, 
of  course. — A.  I  know  that  we  always  furnished  them  with  the  teams.  That  was  the  con- 
structor's orders.  When  they  wanted  it  they  had  a  team  all  the  time.  When  they  had  the 
teams  they  uned  them  to  put  material  at  the  ship  in  a  handy  place  where  they  wanted  it — 
where  it  would  be  handy  to  put  it  on  board. 

Q.  The  teams  could  haul  the  material  as  near  to  where  they  wanted  to  use  it  as  they  could 
in  any  other  place  ?— A.  I  should  say  so;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  understood  that  '*  facilities  of  the  yard  "  meant  not  only  the  tools  but  the  men 
employed  by  the  Government  to  work  or  use  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  under- 
btanding. 

Q.  On  all  occasions  and  all  tools ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  not  say  **all  tools.''  What- 1 
mean  is  "  all  machinery  tools." 

Q.  They  had  the  use  of  the  Government  men  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  did  they  have  the  preference  of  the  tools  or  not  f — A.  That  was  the  order,  I 
think. 

Q.  Was  there  any  case  that  came  under  your  knowledge  and  observation  where  the 
Govern^jneut  was  at  work  on  its  own  work,  and  the  demana  came  for  something  to  do  for 
the  Enterprise,  that  they  gave  work  out  to  be  set  a^ide  partially  finished,  and  the  Enterprise 
work  put  upon  the  tooU? — A.  At  the  time  we  were  building  the  Essex,  and  getting  the  Ma- 
rion ready  to  launch,  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  if  there  were  two  separate  gangs  of  men  at 
work,  they  to  have  the  preference  if  they  brought  anything  to  do  that  they  said  they  must 
have  to-day.     If  we  wanted  the  tools  ever  so  much,  they  had  the  use  of  the  tools. 

Q.  Did  it  ever  come  to  so  much,  so  that  you  moved  things  that  were  in  process  partially 
finished  out  of  the  way  to  give  them  a  chance  to  u.se  the  tools  f — A.  I  think  in  planing 
knees  and  in  sawing  knees  we  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  cliarge  made  by  the  Government  for  these  men 
operating  the  tools  while  they  were  at  work  on  material  that  was  going  into  the  Enterprise, 
cnarge  made  to  Mr.  Griffiths  ? — A.  I  never  heard  of  any  charge  b<*ing  made  to  Mr.  Griffiths. 
Let  me  explain  a  little.  The  Government  in  every  case  charged  the  men,  and  what  they 
were  working  on.  The  quartermen's  books  will  all  show  that.  Every  quarterman  that 
has  a  gang  of  men  at  work  for  him  has  to  specify  on  that  book  what  they  are  doing.  For 
instance,  1  have  a  gang  of  men  and  am  quarterman.  I  have  ten  men  faying  knees,  while 
my  book  shows  from  day.  to  day  just  what  I  am  doiug  with  those  men. 

Q.  If  they  were  planing  knees  for  the  Essex  it  would  say  sot — A.  Yes,  sir;  *' planing 
knees  for  sloop  No.  J,"  or  **  No.  2." 

Q.  So  that  the  foreman  kept  the  work  separately? — A.  Everything  in  connection  with 
the  Essex  and  the  Enterprise,  so  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned,  can  be  found  io  the 
office. 

Q.  Then  you  don't  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  time  of  these  men,  while  they 
were  at  work  with  the  tools  on  the  Enterprise,  was  or  was  not  charged  to  Mr.  Giiffitha? — A. 
No,  sir ;  the  charge  at  the  time  was  **  to  sloop  No.  I,"  or  **  sloop  No.  *2,"  charged  to  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  the  explanation  of  what  they  were  doing  will  show  on  the  books  that  so 
many  men  were  working  on  sloop  No.  1  Or  sloop  No.  2. 
Q.  What  was  sloop  No.  2  ? — A.  The  Enterprise. 
Q.  You  don't  know  whether  those  building  the  Enterprise  paid  the  Government  for  the 
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men  th it  used  the  tools  while  they  were  at  work  on  their  material  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  don*t 
know. 

Q.  That  is  a  point  on  which  we  shoald  ask  the  constructor  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  no 
meatus  of  knowing. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  want  yon  to  state  now,  in  making  an  estimate,  as  you  are  familiar  with  all  that 
work,  and  were  familiar  with  it  while  it  was  being  done,  what  proportion  of  the  labor 
in  boildiDg  the  hull  of  the  Enterprise  was  performed  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment.— A.  All  the  cost  is  in  the  office.  You  can  j?et  it  by  calling  on  the  naval  constructor, 
JQsl  the  dollar  and  cents  of  what  was  performed  by  the  Govern iifent,  every  day  and  every 
boar.  I  could  not  give  you  an  estimate  without  taking  a  good  while,  and  overhauling  all 
the  books. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  yon  know  about  the  blacksmith's  work  ? — A.  It  was  done  by  the  Government ; 
not  bj  contract.     The  Government  did  the  whole  of  the  blacksmith  work. 

Q.  Did  the  Grovernment  teams  haul  the  blacksmith  work  from  the  blacksmith-shop  to  the 
ship  f— A.  Yes,  sir.  They  had  men  detailed  for  that  purpose,  and  they  used  the  teams 
whenever  they  wanted  them — not  material. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Didn't  the  Government  furnish  the  machinery  and  facilities  of  the  yard  to  Mr.  Grif- 
fith^, and  men  to  operate  the  same,  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  for  the  Enterprise  ? — 
A.  80  &r  as  I  know  and  can  call  to  mind  at  this  time,  I  don't  know  of  anything  that  could 
be  done  by  machinery  in  my  department  but  what  was  done  for  him,  the  Government 
operatives  operating  the  machinery. 

Q  Aod,  you  understood  it,  at  toe  Government  expense  I — A.  And  I  understood  it  at  the 
GoTernmeDt  expense. 

Q.  All  that  was  done  for  the  Enterprise  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 


WASHINtrroN,  D.  C,  March  14, 1876. 
Commodore  D.  McN.  Fairfax  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  will  .-*all  your  attention  to  the  first  question,  [referring  to  a  circular  letter.]  Does  there 
exist  any  abuse  or  fraud  in  the  rank  and  staff  of  the  active-list  oi  the  Navy  ? — A.  J  know  of 
Dothio^  in  relation  to  that. 

Q.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  mode  and  extent  of  examination  of  officers  for  promo 
tioo,  and  especially  whether  any  necessity  exists  for  raising  the  standard  of  merit  in  offi- 
cers who  may  be  examined  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  commanders,  captains,  commo- 
dores, and  admirals. — A.  The  great  difficulty  of  raisiog  the  tone  of  the  service  has  been  in 
utter  disregard  of  the  law,  in  regard  to  the  fitness  of  several  men  for  promotion.  What  I  com- 
plin of  in  the  service  is  that  they  promote  men  without  being  properly  and  morally  examined. 
Therefore,  the  tone  of  the  service,  and  the  standard  of  merit,  is  not  as  high  as  it  would  be 
were  the  morals  of  the  officers  properly  examined. 

Q.  Under  the  law  f — A.  Yes,  under  the  law. 

Q.  And  you  only  seek  a  strict  compliance  with  the  law  ? — A.  Yes.  Commander  John 
M.  Qnackenbush  is  on  the  register  of  1876.  He  is  under  suspension  by  a  court-martial,  and 
was  dismissed  from  the  service  for  the  most  scandalous  conduct ;  and  during  his  dismis- 
sal from  the  service  a  promotion  was  made  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  was  afterward  restjred 
to  the  service  without  an  act  of  Congress,  which  is  in  violation  of  the  law.  It  strikes  right 
It  every  officer  in  the  service.    We  may  have  anybody  put  over  our  heads  just  in  that  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  StAte  whether,  in  that  instance,  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  were  approved  ? — 
A.  He  was  out  of  the  service,  and  promotion  was  made.  It  must  necestsarily  have  been  ap- 
proved. He  is  a  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Howe,  of  Boston.  He  has  great  political  influence.  He 
ssid  when  he  came  back  from  Europe  that  he  was  going  to  put  him  back  into  the  service. 

Q.  W^  bat  Howe  was  tbat^ — A.  I  can't  say  about  that;  but  through  political  influence 
the  Secretary  was  induced  to  do  this  thing.  He  can*t  restore  an  officer,  once  dismissed 
from  the  service  by  a  sentence  of  a  coart>martial,  without  an  act  of  Congress.  Alfred  Hop- 
king  itanda  on  the  register  ot  ]d75  as  lieutenant-commander.  His  original  entrance  in  the 
wrrice  was  in  1851.  For  some  reason  or  other  unknown  to  me — political,  I  suppose — he 
«u  recommended  by  the  board,  and,  without  any  act  of  Congress,  ho  was  placed  up  to  43 
ou  the  list  of  commanders.  There  are  ninety  commanders,  and  he  was  advanced  to  43. 
Thftt  was  more  than  they  did  in  war  times.    This  man,  it  was  said,  hadn't  behaved  prop- 
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eriy  before  tlie  enemy.  Now,  the  Secretary,  in  putting  bim  back  on  tbe  active-list,  fHiIed 
to  put  bim  back  exactly  wbere  be  belonf^ej.  His  number  would  bave  been  'A2  on  tbe  list. 
Tbere  are  eleven  officers  wbom  tbey  hadn't,  for  some  reason  or  other,  seen  fit  to  place  him 
over.  From  their  records — tbey  being  very  nic«  officers — I  presume  they  had  some  consid- 
eration tor  them.  His  advancement  without  an  act  of  Congress  strikes  »  blow  at  the  serv- 
ice, and  discourages  us  who  have  no  blemish  at  all  upon  our  records.  I  say,  therefore,  if 
that  thing  was  nicely  observed,  to  examine  into  the  morals  of  an  officer,  and  go  by  tbe  law 
strictly,  there  would  be  no  trouble. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  cases  of  officers  upon  the  retired-list — William  L. 
HauFcom  and  Paymaster  Belknap? — A.  I  donH  know  of  my  own  observation.  1  only 
know  they  were  dismissed  from  tbe  service  in  consequence  of  irregularity.  William  L. 
Hanscom  was  forced  out  of  the  service  on  account  of  his  conduct  at  the  Boston  navy- 
yard  and  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  and  was  re-instated. 

Q.  You  donH  know  in  what  manner  he  was  re-instated  ? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  consid- 
erable opposition  by  Admiral  Porter  and  others. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Belknap  ? — A.  No  more  than  that  he  was  dismissed  for 
improper  use  of  moneys. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  he  dismissed  or  retired  T — A.  He  was  dismissed.  He  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
service.  'I  here  is  an  abuse  existing  of  placing  persons  on  tbe  retired-list,  who  have 
some  imaginary  or  fancy  or  trifling  claim  for  services  during  the  war.  There  is  a  case, 
a  very  singular  one — I  can't  understand  it  myself— of  Lieutenant-Commander  Bossett,  on 
the  retired-list.  He  is  on  this  register  of  1870  [referring  to  tbe  register]  as  lieutenant-com- 
mander. I  didn't  know  that  he  had  been  advanced  so  much  as  that.  He  is  a  master  on  the 
list  of  ]875.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  legislation  that  could  make  him  a  lieutenant- 
commander.  He  first  appeared  as  a  mate,  was  finally  advanced  as  a  master,  and  here,  on 
this  list,  [referring  to  list,]  he  is  a  lieutenant-commander. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  about  Congress  interfering  in  this  matter!— A.  I  have  heard  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  republicans  too,  tell  Mr.  Robeson,  if  he  would  cut  off  the  supernume- 
raries at  our  navv-yards  and  have  some  fixed  rules  governing  the  yards,  they  would  be 
very  much  obliged  to  him.  If  there  were  no  places  for  their  constituents,  they  would  be 
able  to  say  to  them,  there  is  no  place  for  you.  I  have  many  friends  on  both  sides,  and  have 
heard  sentiments  expressed  from  different  ones  that  they  would  rather  have  tbe  Secretary  be 
like  old  Gideon  Welles.  Though  be  had  some  peculiarities,  he  was  a  remarkably  honest  man, 
and  you  never  could  get  bim  to  swerve  from  the  bounds  that  would  affect  the  service  mate- 
rially, or  affect  an  individual  that  was  in  the  service. 

Q.  What  is  your  present  position?— A.  Commodore.  I  have  been  thirty -nine  years  in  the 
service. 

By  Mr.  Robbins  : 

Q.  Are  you  in  active  service  f — A.  Yes.  I  am  fifty- three  years  old  tbe  10th  of  last  March 
I  entered  when  fourteen. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  are  the  abuses  in  the  navy-yards,  if  you  know  t — A.  One  is  that  Naval  construe", 
tors.  Chiefs  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  chief  engineers,  have  under  this  system  o^ 
bureaus,  to  decide  the  character  of  ships  to  be  built,  and  the  style  of  engine-boilers,  without 
consulting  those  who  have  to  handle  the  ship,  and  to  fight  the  ship,  and  who  represent  the 
conntryry  abroad.  There  has  also  been,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  since  I  have  known  anything 
about  navy-yards,  more  or  less  interference,  by  politicians,  in  the  management  and  employ- 
ment of  men,  and  the  management  of  navy -yards.  There  has  never  been  quite  so  much  abuse 
as  there  has  been  within  the  last  eight  years,  since  Mr.  Robeson  has  assumed  charge  of  the 
Navy  Department. 

Q.  What  are  those  abuses? — A.  The  unnecessary  number  of  men  employed  prior  to  elec- 
tions. 

Q.  Is  that  a  matter  within  your  own  personal  observation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  Kittery 
navy-yard.  I  was  there  two  years,  and  have  witnessed  the  constant  interference  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Hanscom,  in  discharging  and  employing  men.  He  often  took  on  worthless  men  in- 
stead of  good  men.  I  have  an  impression  that  Mr.  Robeson,  being  a  very  indolent  man, 
and  not  attending  to  his  duties,  has  allowed  abuses  through  thes«  bureaus.  There  are  good, 
honest  men  in  the  navy-yards  that  cannot  give  information,  in  consequence  of  their  not 
being  acquainted  with  the  books ;  instances  of  material  having  been  received  when  it 
ought  to  have  been  rejected. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  year  were  you  commandant  of  the  Kittery  navy -yard? — A.  I  was  executive  of 
the  yard  in  ltiC9,  three  years  from  the  15th  of  September,  IbtiD. 
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fr.  Hairis: 

00  have  charee  of  any  other  yard  ? — A.  At  the  Boston  navy -yard,  at  the  New 
md  Philadelphia  yard. 

M  Chairmw  : 

t  to  ask  you,  while  you  were  at  the  Portsmouth  yard,  if  the  Marion  was  re- 
r«,  lir. 

sel  wiw  laid  there  while  you  were  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  no  hoard  of 
L  There  might  have  been  some  conversation  hetween  Hanscom  and  the  Secre* 
biDgtou  here.  I  don*t  believe  here  was  any  board  here.  There  was  nothing  at 
ith  yard  whatever. 

\  view  of  making  it  specific,  I  ask  you  if,  in  the  case  of  the  Marion,  such  a 
coDtemplated  in  section  1538  of  the  Revised  Statutes  was  organized  at  the 
•yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  board  convened  at  all. 
rbat  knowledge  or  information  have  you  in  regaid  to  the  rebuilding  or  repairing 
&lia  ? — A.  She  was  a  receiving-ship  at  Portsmouth,  and  was  taken  to  Boston ; 
Yandalia  was  laid  at  the  Boston  navy-yard. 

rou  any  recollection  now  as  to  the  cost  of  the  new  Marion  f — A    I  have  not. 
at  the  Kittery  yard,  wasn't  the  Enterprise  being  built  by  a  contractor  of  the 
;aientT — A.  Yes,  sir.     She  wasn*t  completed  while  I  was  there. 

1  happen  to  know  anything  in  relation  to  the  wav  contractors  were  favored  or 
n  their  dealings  with  the  Department  T — A.  That  is  only  by  hearsay. 

I  happen  to  know,  while  you  were  at  the  Kittery  yard,  that  purchases  were  made, 
he  fikeretary  of  the  Navy,  outside  and  independent  of  the  annual  contract  7 — 
lember  from  time  to  time  there  were  things  purchased,  articles  used  in  ships, 
rehased  by  private  contractors.  I  can  say  only  in  a  general  way  that  the  require- 
be  law  was  not  always  observed. 

1  know  of  any  other  abuses  at  the  navy-yards,  or  frauds  committed  other  than 
ve  D^entioned  t — A.  1  have  only  a  general  idea ;  that  material  delivered  at  the 
tas  not  been  subjected  to  the  requirements  under  the  contract,  has  either  been 

allowed   to  lie   at  the  yard   very   much  to   our  inconvenience,    occupying 
«ful  and  valuable  ground  in  the  yard. 

I  know  of  anything  like  a  combination  among  parties  who  are  contractors 
remment  or  purchasers  from  the  Government? — A.  Yes;  in  the  sale  of  ships 

Delaware  and  the  Macedonian  and  the  Severn.  They  were  all  advertised  to 
t  the  same  time.  There  was  a  ring  formed  to  prevent  the  vessels  from  going 
Qg  like  their  value.  In  the  case  of  the  Severn,  the  estimated  value  of  the  oM  iron 
tion  was  about  $47,000.  She  went  off  at  |22. 100,  I  think, 
hat  sale  confirmed  ? — A.  I  was  going  to  tell  you.  The  Delaware  was  bid  off 
n  of  money  than  the  Severn.  Her  sale  was  approved  of;  but,  for  some  reason, 
leLay  in  the  approving  of  the  sale  of  the  Severn.  Finally,  the  parties  that  pur- 
&t  Philadelphia,  wrote  to  me  to  know  the  reason  why  the  sale  of  the  vessel ' 
roved.  I  bad,  before  this,  sent  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction — 
stion  from  a  party  in  New  London,  who  offered  several  thousand  dollars  more 
tn  paid  for  the  Severn,  this  party  being  cognizant  of  a  ring  being  formed,  and 

in  nis  letter.    When  the  letter  came  from  toe  party  who  had  bought  the  Severn, 

0  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  wrote  on  this  letter  that  I  forwarded  to  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  the  terms  offered  by  this  party  in  New  I^ondon.  I  re- 
der  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  inform  the  parties  that  bid  for  it  at  Phila- 
they  hadn't  approved  of  the  sale,  which  I  did.    The  vessel  is  now  there  on  our 

le  higher  bid  was  not  accepted  ? — A.  That  higher  bid  was  not  accepted — two 

isaad  dollars  more. 

a  know  anything  about  the  exchange  of  old  iron,  bartering  it  in  any  way  for 

i  know  of  it,  but  not  directly.    At  the  Portsmouth  yard  the  Illinois  was  broken 

i  and  boilers  were  sold  at  private  sale  as  old  iron. 

«  remember  that  at  Kitteiy  a  large  quantity  of  plating  was  forwarded  and  never 

he  vessel  1 — A.  There  was  a  large  quantity  of  4^  or  4^  inch  plating.    The  Mas- 

lad  been  on  the  stock,  and  had  been  rotting  for  years.    I  had  taken  great  care  to 

on  prepared  with  red  leading,  and  it  was  good  when  I  left  there. 

1  not  used  on  the  Massachusetts  f — A.  No,  sir. 

you  any  knowledge  that  that  iron  was  sold  at  private  sale  or  exchanged  with 

f— A.  I  have  only  heard  that. 

whom  did  you  obtain  your  information  ? — A.  I  received  it  from  one  of  the  officers. 

that  this  iron  has  been  removed  from  the  yard. 

9U  know  anything  of  a  contract  or  agreement  between  the  Navy  Department  and 

to  exchange  three  tons  of  navy  iron  for  one  ton  of  wrought  iron  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

ro  know  of  any  other  instance  of  a  private  sale  of  public  property  t — A.  I  can't 

lymstance.  ^  . 

on  know  of  anything  in  the  management  of  open  purchases  by  paymasters  T — ^A. 

.  Mis.  170,  pt.  1 7 
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That  goes  back  to  an  iDstance  that  I  do  know  about,  of  a  paymaster  paying  over  and  above 
the  market-price  for  stores  and  eqaipments. 

Q.  Has  that  been  within  the  last  six  years  ? — A.  No.  I  suppose  it  is  somewhere  about 
eight  or  nine  vears  since  that  happened. 

Q.  In  the  delivery  of  coal  how  is  it  t — A.  It  may  be  that  frauds  are  committed  npon  the 
Government — false  measurements  or  inferior  quality.  Without  knowing  from  whence  the 
coal  would  come  at  Kittery,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  coal  there  that  had  been  delivered 
under  contract,  and  was  a  very  inferior  quality  of  coal.  At  different  times  there  was  a  con- 
siderable complaint  made  as  to  the  character  of  the  coal.  That  has  been  frequently  the  case 
at  the  yard. 

Q.  Outside  of  the  abuses  and  frauds  which  we  have  already  spoken  of,  do  you  know  of 
any  others  existing  in  the  general  or  special  service,  connected  with  the  Navy  Department? — 
A.  There  is  a  matter  that  occurred  at  the  Boston  yard  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1873. 
There  was  a  large  number  of  men  taken  on  prior  to  the  election  to  work  on  the  Virginia,  a 
very  sound  old  ship,  having  never  been  launched  ;  and  under  pretense  to  make  room  on  her 
ways  for  another  sbip,  she  was,  in  a  measure,  destroyed.  She  was  so  sound  they  found  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty  to  cut  her  up.  She  would  have  made  a  very  fine  receiving-ship,  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Ohio. 

Q.  Did  they  commence  her  destruction  7 — A.  Yes  ;  cut  a  hole  through  her  bilge.  They 
employed  a  large  number  of  men  to  do  this  thing. 

Q.  Was  she  a  live-oak  ship? — A.  Yes.  She  would  have  made  a  receiving-ship  that  would 
have  lasted  one  hundred  years  probably — fifty,  at  least. 

Q.  Has  the  Ohio  been  subsequently  destroyed  ? — A.  She  is  no  longer  a  receiving-ship. 
It  is  necessary  to  make  very  great  repairs  upon  her.    They  have  substituted  the  Wabash. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  instances  f — A.  There  is  one  great  abuse  that  exists  in  our  Navy, 
in  regard  to  the  service  stores  and  equipments,  and  all  kinds  of  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  ships 
and  men  at  foreign  stations ;  lumbering  up  our  storehouses ;  and  in  many  instances  the  stores 
being  condemned  very  soon  after  they  reached  the  station.  There  has  been  no  care  about 
such  things ;  and  oftentimes  things  could  be  purchased  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  sent 
By  Mr.  Bobbins  : 

Q.  Do  you  allude  to  our  foreign  stations  ? — A.  Yes ;  wherevet  we  have  storehouses  on 
foreign  stations. 

Q.  What  remedy  would  you  suggest  for  that  f — A.  Whenever  we  can  purchase  on  foreign 
stations,  it  would  be  more  economical  so  to  do — to  buy  'in  the  open  market  Provisions 
can  be  bought  abroad  on  most  of  our  stations  much  cheaper  than  you  can  send  them. 

(Here  the  witness  was  requested  to  take  with  him  a  number  of  written  questions,  to  be 
answered  in  the  same  manner  and  to  be  returned  on  the  following  day.) 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  15,  1876. 
Commodore  Fairfax  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.'  I  desire  to  ask  you  this  morning,  in  reference  to  the  discharge  of  any  clerks  or 
employes  in  the  navy-yard  who  were  subsequently  taken  on  by  direction  of  the  Navy  De» 
partment.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  instances  ? — Answer.  While  I  was|at  the  Portsmouth 
navy-vard  there  was  an  effort  made  to  reduce  the  supernumeraries  of  the  yard.  It  was  sug* 
gested  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  a  good  deal  of  expense  could  be  saved  by  discharg- 
ing certain  unnecessary  clerks  in  the  yard.  The  Secretary  authorized  it  to  be  done,  with 
the  understanding  that  it  should  go  through  all  the  yards.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
elsewhere.  We  only  proceeded  as  far  as  tne  dischargino^  of  supernumeraries  in  the  yards, 
taking  in  Portsmouth  yard,  amountinsp  to  several  thousand  dollars  a  year — probably  nme  or 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  that  one  branco.  Then  there  were  a  few  inquiries — political — about 
it.  As  I  was  instrumental  in  bringing  this  thing  about,  I  came  very  near  losmg  my  position 
as  the  executive  officer  of  the  yard.  I  used  what  political  influence  I  had  to  stave  it  off.  I  had 
Morrill  and  Cragin  against  me ;  they  told  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  it  conldnU  be  done. 
Dr.  Wentworth.  he  was  a  practicing  physician  in  Kittery ;  he  held  a  position  through  Mr. 
Hamlin  for  political  services,  and  during  the  war.  He  came  to  me  and  said  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  position,  with  the  understanding  that  there  was  nothing  to  do.  It  was  a  |1,500 
position.  He  practiced  medicine,  and  I  know  he  was  scarcely  able  to  do  duty.  I  told  the 
civil  engineer  of  the  yard,  Mr.  Chandler,  that  I  required  him  to  keep  his  clerks  with  him  ; 
and  this  brought  about  this  statement  of  Dr.  Wentworth.  He  was  discharged,  and  for  a 
time  remained  out  of  the  yard,  but  afterward  re-appointed,  and  continued  in  the  yard,  not 
having  anything  more  than  nominal  duties.  He  had  his  brother,  at  $4  per  day,  to  attend  to 
the  duty. 

Q.  He  was  discharged  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  necessity  for  the  office  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  afterward  taken  on  ?— A.  Yes,  bir.    He  came  back  about  the  time  I  left.    When 
I  left  there  they  were  all  put  back. 
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Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  By  whose  orders  was  Dr.  Wentworth  restored  ? — A.  He  was  restored,  I  presume,  bj 
in  order  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  aiid  Docks. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  an  j  other  instance  of  an  unnecessary  officer  being  employed  f — A.  I 
etn't  remember  them  all,  except  an  (1,800  clerkship.  There  was  a  man  who  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  place  of  this  person  toat  was  discharg^ed.  •  He  wrote  me  to  inquire  what  the  duties 
were.  I  told  him  there  were  none.  He  said  he  would  accept  the  office.  He  was  a  repub- 
licao.  He  wouldn*t  come  unless  there  were  some  dutiea attached  to  the  office.  After  that  I 
don't  know  who  took  the  office. 

Q.  What  year  was  that  reduction  made  in  the  yards  ? — A.  That  was  somewhere  about  the 
iatt^part  of  1871  or  187'^ — about  the  closing  up  oi  my  third  year  at  the  station.  It  may 
hare  been  the  early  part  of  1872. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Wentworth  perform  the  duties  that  were  assigned  him  ?— A.  Nominally  he  did. 
Tbe  cinl  engineer  of  the  yard  was  in  charge  of  his  office  in  the  yard. 

Q.  He  was  superior  to  him  7 — A.  Yes  ;  he  had  supervision  of  the  whole.  He  seemed  to 
regard  him  (Dr.  Wentworth)  in  the  light  of  a  supernumerary,  and  when  he  was  not  there 
he  nerer  took  him  to  task. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  kept  up  that  clerical  duty  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  point  of  fact  that  he  did  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  him  ? — A.  He 
filly  bad  supervision  of  the  work  that  his  brother  was  attending  to.  He  had  his  brother 
eoployed,  and  he  did  the  work  that  properly  belonged  to  Dr.  Wentworth. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  paid  his  brother  ? — A.  The  Government ;  $4.50  per  day.  Dr.  Weutworth*s  sal- 
try  was  $1,500. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Dr.  Wentworth  was  a  salaried  officer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  this  Wentworth  f — A.  He  was  a  general  by  brevet  during  the  war.  He  left 
bis  practice  and  went  into  the  Army,  and  was  wounded.  He  was  one  of  those  strong  friends, 
ud  be  worked  for  Mr.  Hamlin,  and  by  his  energy  and  influence  helped  Mr.  Hamlin  to  obtain 
b  position  as  Senator.  He  was  a  very  warm  aiavocate  of  Mr.  Hamfin.  Mr.  Hamlin  thought 
he  ought  to  have  it  because  he  had  been  in  the  Army. 

Q.  Are  you  giving  your  opinion  Y — A.  This  was  Mr.  Wentworth* s — that  Mr.  Hamlin 
kid  him  appointed  because  he  said  he  would  have  nothing  to  do. 

Q.  Was  Wentworth  a  candidate  for  Congress  at  that  time  7— A.  I  think  he  was.  He  tried 
twiee  for  the  nomination,  but  didnH  get  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  vessels  in  the  United  States  Navy  have  been  rebuilt  or  built  under  the  name  of 
repairs  T — A.  The  Monongahela  was  entirely  rebuilt  while  I  was  at  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard. 
The  Shenandoah  at  Boston  was  entirely  rebuilt  while  I  was  at  the  Portsmouth  navy -yard. 
She  was  a  new  vessel  I  mean.     The'Quinnebaug,  she  is  repairing  at  Philadelphia  now.    She 
bsi  been  very  expensively  repaired.'  I  couldn't  say  that  she  has  been  rebuilt.    She  has  been 
udergoing  repairs  for  a  long  while.    The  Swatara,  she  was  rebuilt.  The  Galena,  she  was  an 
inm  veeseC   The  Vandalia  has  been  rebuilt.    The  Marion  has  been  rebuilt.    The  Kearsarge 
it  CalifbTnia ;   that  vessel  has  been  expensively  repaired.     I  can't  say  that  she  has  been  en- 
tirely reballt.    The  Tallapoosa  was  reouilt  at  Baltimore,  and  since  then  she  has  had  a  great 
naoy  alterations  made  in  her  in  consequence  of  the  indifferent  way  that  work  was  done  at 
Bal^Dore,  which  coet  the  Government  a  great  deal  of  money.     She  was  used  as  a  dispatch- 
boat  to  run  along  the  coast  to  carry  stores  from  one  navy-yard  to  another.     The  Miantono- 
Boh,  she  is  an  iron-clad,  what  is  called  a  monitor ;  she  is  being  entirely  rebuilt  at  Chester 
Moniidnock,  at  Mare  Island,  Terror  of  Philadelphia,  Camanche  at  Mare  Island.     There  is 
a  good  many  of  these  vessels  that  I  can't  separate  now. 

Q.  lan't  the  Nipsic  being  torn  to  pieces,  and  rebuilt  at  the  Washington  navy-yard? — A. 
It  is  the  present  style  of  things  to  talce  up  a  vessel  and  entirely  reconstruct  her  and  rebuild 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Those  iron-clad  monitors,  do  you  understand  that  tbe  turrets  are  not  to  go  on  board 
ifaint — A.  The  turrets  will  unquestionably,  where  they  have  not  been  battered.  Those 
Tends  were  never  in  fire,  and  of  course  they  will  go  back. 

Kittery  Navy- Yard,  May  16,  1874. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  resoectfully  submits  the  following  proposal  to  launch  the  steam 
sloop  for  which  he  obligated  nimself  in  a  contract  to  build. 

To  launch  the  vessel,  tbe  material  to  be  furnished  and  hauled  to  the  ship-house  as  re- 
qniied,  and  the  offidala  of  the  yard  to  take  the  care  and  charge  of  the  vessel  as  soon  as  afloat, 
tor  tbe  fom  of  f2,000. 

Your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  W,  GRIFFITHS. 

Isaiah  Hahscom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Rtjtaxr, 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

fVaskington,  May  16,  1874. 

Sir  :  Your  offer  of  this  date,  to  laanch  the  sloop  of  war  bailding^  by  yoa  in  the  Kittery 
navj-jard  for  the  sum  of  $2,000,  the  materials  to  be  furnished  and  hauled  to  the  ship-honse 
as  required,  and  the  officers  of  the  yard  to.take  care  and  charge  of  the  vessel  as  soon  as  afloat, 
is  hereby  accepted. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Cktef  of  Bttremu. 
Jno.  W.  Griffiths, 

Port  8  mouth  J  N,  H. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington f  June  25,  1874. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  the  following  bills  approved  in  triplicate,  payable  by  the  pay- 
master at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. : 

For  the  eighteenth  payment,  being  the  last  under  contract  for  building  the  Enter- 
prise  tl,559  38 

For  reservations  withheld  from  eighteen  payments. 2,309  99 

For  launching  sloop  of  war  Enterprise 2,000  00 

5,869  ^fl' 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HAN8C0M, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
J.  W.  Griffiths, 

Portsmouth^  N,  H. 


Brooklyn,  June  16,  1674. 

Dear  Sir  :  May  I  respectfully  ask  that,  having  completed  the  hull  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Enterprise  under  my  first  contract,  as  far  as  may  be,  until  the  vessel  is  docked  and 
the  castings  made,  and  having  launched  the  vessel  under  the  second  contract,  that  the 
amount  of  contract  balance  be  paid  at  Portsmouth,  as  the  former  payments  have  been, 
which  stand  as  follows : 

Balance , $1,654  00 

Reserve 2,310  00 

Launching , 2,000  00 

5,964  00 

The  remainder,  being  compensation  for  demurrage  and  extra  work,  $5,926,  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient guarantee  that  the  remainder  of  the  work  will  be  executed  as  soon  as  castings  are 
ready  and  the  vessel  is  docked. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 

Isaiah  Hanrcom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  November  20,  1874. 

Sir  :  The  Enterprise  having  been  built  to  the  satisfisiction  of  the  bureau,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Assistant  Constructor  Philip  Hichbom,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  no 
change  be  made  during  her  progress  to  completion. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 
Isaiah  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  ard  Repair. 
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Portsmouth,  N.H.,iV<>rem&er  14,  1874. 
Sn :  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  qnaliMng  the  proposals  of  the  undersigned,  under 
date  of  August  31,  1874,  to  continue  the  worK  on  the  United  States  steamer  Enterprise  to 
comptetiou,  excepting  only  the  blacksmiths',  platers*,  and  coppersmiths*  work,  together  with 
tbe  masts,  spars,  blocks,  and  boats,  the  materials  and  facilities  of  the  yard  to  be  furnished 
as  required,  for  tbe  sum  of  $25,000,  has  been  duly  received,  and  is  hereby  accepted  by  the 
iiiider8ig:ned. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 
Isaiah  Haxscom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  oj  Construction  and  Repair, 


Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  JUay  28,  1874. 

Sot :  Tbe  undersigned  submits  the  following  proposal  to  copper  the  steam  screw  sloop, 
Iniilt  b?  him  in  the  Kittery  navy-yard,  when  the  vessel  shall  have  been  placed  in  dock.     To 
bare  Uie  material  and  facilities  of  the  yard  furnished  as  required,  for  the  sum  of  $1,800. 
BespectfoUy  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant,  . 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 
Isaiah  Han8com,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  16, 1876. 
James  W.  Brooks  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  BuRiiEiGH : 

QoMtion.  Were  you  foreman  carpenter  on  the  yard  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Griffiths  was 
St  work  building  the  Enterprise  f — Answer.  I  was  foreman-joiner,  sir. 
Q.  Ton  were  here  during  the  time  that  he  was  building  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 
Q.  Will  YOU  state  to  the  committee  what  you  did  to  the  material  put  into  the  Enterprise ; 
wlttt  was  done  in  the  joiner-work  to  assist  him  f — A.  I  did  all  that  could  be  done  oy  tbe 
macbinery  on  ^the  yard— planing,  sawing,  matching  boards,  sticking  molds,  planing  deck- 
pianks,  turning,  d&c. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  bead  the  bulwarks  outside? — A.   No.  sir;  no  beads  stuck  except  on  the 
rail. 

Q.  Didn'tyoa  bead  any  of  your  state-rooms  below  f — ^A.  That  was  done  by  hand.     He 
did  that     We  planed  the  bulk-heads. 
Q.  Would  Tou  plane  and  match  them  7 — A.  We  planed  and  matched  them. 
Q.  Did  he  have  the  windows  to  build  f — ^A.  I  think  there  were  four  cabin  windows  that 
bebnffed  in  hia  contract 

Q.  what  did  you  do  to  them  7 — A.  I  am  not  positive  that  we  did  anything.  That  is  crooked 
stoJL  Yoa  cannot  work  that  on  machinery.  But  we  might  perhaps  do  the  mortising  and 
tmomng.     We  got  out  the  frames. 

Q.  Did  yon  bead  itT — ^A.  On  this  crooked  work  all  we  could  do  was  to  jig  it  out  to  the 
molds. 

Q.  Could  yoa  not  plane  two  sides  of  it  7 — A.  It  is  not  only  sweeping,  but  beveling.  You 
euioot  plane  it  It  had  to  be  worked  by  hand  ;  we  did  all  the  crooked  work  that  could  be 
done  with  the  ji^-saw. 

Q.  Are  there  in  the  state-rooms  in  the  main  cabin  any  means  of  ventilation  except  the 
ioors  7 — A.  There  is  a  light  in  the  main  cabin,  a  small  sash. 

Q.  Are  there  any  stanchions  up  and  down  there  7 — A.  There  are  banisters  in  ward-room 
sections. 

Q.  Who  turned  those  7 — A.  I  did  it  with  my  force.  I  did  everythiug  of  that  sort  that 
ceaid  be  done  with  the  machinery  that  we  had. 

Q.  Which  is  the  most  work,  to  get  those  things  out  or  to  set  them  up  ?— A.  It  is  the  most 
««k  to  get  them  out 

Q.  Tou  did  more  work  thau  he  did? — A.  Yes,  sir,  that  part  of  it ;  speaking  now  of  the 
Wdsteth. 
(4-  What  about  the  doors  7~A.  We  did  all  the  planing,  all  the  mortising,  all  the  tonon- 

'\       ^. 

%  Q.  To  mortise  you  would  have  to  saw  them  out  to  size  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Y         ^- "Has  ^ork  would  be  to  put  them  together  after  it  was  fitted?— A.  Yos,  sir;  bis  work 
Y      ^««\AW  to  put  on  the  bevels,  strike  for  the  rails  and  the  widths,  &c. 
Y        ^-  ^•a  your  work  more  or  less  than  his,  on  the  doors  ? — A.  Well,  just  about  one-half. 

\ 
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Q.  What  otber  parts  of  the  ship  did  vou  then  have  to  work  upon ;  to  make  anything  any- 
where equal  to  one-half  more  ? — A.  Well,  it  is  more  than  one*half  of  the  work  to  plane  the 
stuff  in  all  the  work  on  the  ship.  It  was  not  so  much  work  to  plane  out  some  of  the  stuff  bj 
machinery  as  it  would  haye  been  to  put  it  up  after  it  was  got  out;  but  it  would  have  been 
more  work  to  plane  it  by  hand,  a  great  deal. 

Q.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  joiner- work  on  the  whole  ship,  whether  most  of  the  work  in 
the  ship  was  done  by  the  tools,  or  most  of  it  done  by  his  men  ? — A.  O,  most  of  it  done  by 
his  men,  take  the  ship  through. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  on  joiner- work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  planing  up  of  the  hull  T— A.  We  did  nothing  except  planing  the  deck  plank. 

Q.  Were  the  deck-plank  jointed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  got  out  to  a  joint,  or  so  that  he  would  not  haye  to  joint  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
He  had  to  joint  them. 

Q.  What  did  he  haye  to  do  to  them  ? — A.  They  diminished  the  streak  with  the  ax,  and 
jointed  it  up  with  the  hand-plane. 

Q.  Did  you  do  that  before  or  after  this  work  was  done  ? — A.  We  did  it  before.  We  planed 
two  sides,  dressed  them  down  to  a  uniform  thickness. 

Q.  Well,  the  berths  in  the  cabin,  plump-boards,  and  matching  of  top  slats,  who  got  those 
out  t — A.  We  did  what  part  of  it  we  could — eyery thing  that  could  be  done  by  machinery. 

Q.  Was  your  part  the  largest  part  of  that  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Q.  What  would  he  have  to  do  with  berth-slats  1 — A.  The  bottom  of  the  berths  is  solid 
wood.  There  is  a  case  of  drawers  under  the  berth.  They  made  it.  We  planed  the  boards 
and  matched  them. 

Q.  Did  you  saw  them  to  dimensions? — A.  No,  sir;  they  are  all  of  different  widths,  ex- 
cept the  front ;  that  we  framed  and  mortised.  We  ran  it  through  the  saw  and  he  would 
haye  to  joint  it  up  by  hand. 

Q.  Now  will  you  state  any  other  part  of  the  joiner-work  T — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  all. 

Q.  Does  what  I  have  asked  coyer  the  whole  ? — A.  My  statement  is  that  we  did  all  that 
could  be  done  by  machinery.     That  covers  the  whole. 

Q.  State  some  jobs  where  you  have  done  more  than  half  of  the  work  ;  any  that  you  have 
not  gone  over. — A.  Well,  I  douH  know  as  I  can,  any  particular  job. 

Q.  Are  there  any  sky-lights  on  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  about  those  ? — A.  Well  we  did  what  we  could  of  those.  I  don't  remember  that 
there  was  more  than  one  sky-light  made.  There  was  a  sky-light  over  the  engine-hatch  that 
they  made. 

Q.  Did  they  make  it  entirely  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  we  did  the  same  work  there  as  on  the  other, 
planed  the  stuff  out  and  molded  the  sash. 

Q.  Did  you  saw  the  top  at  proper  length  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  furnished  the  boards,  and 
we  ran  them  through  the  planer  and  jointed  them.  . 

Q.  Didn't  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  sides?— A.  Yes,  sir:  with  the  mortising  and 
tenoning.     There  is  no  frame  but  just  the  posts — sash  cut  out  between  the  posts. 

Q.  You  got  out  the  wood-work  for  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  planed  and  matched  it.  One  end 
of  that  sky-light  is  circular.     The  half  around  that  of  course  they  worked  out  themselves. 

Q.  Is   there  a  top-gallant  forecastle  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  ioiner-work  under  that? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  bath-room  and  water-closet.  We 
got  out  the  doors  tor  that. 

Q.  Are  there  any  chicken-coops  on  board  of  her? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  we  manu- 
factured any  '*  stores."  Chicken-coops  go  under  the  head  of  **  ship's  stores."  I  don't  think 
they  completed  anything  of  that  sort.  We  did  everything  that  could  be  done  by  machinery 
and  the  facilities  that  we  had  in  the  yard  here.  I  and  my  men  did  everything  that  could  be 
done  in  the  joiner-work,  which  was  my  department. 

Q.  Are  not  your  facilities  better  than  those  of  any  yard  ? — A.  I  don't  think  they  are  quite 
as  good  as  those  of  some  yards.    We  had  the  tools  and  used  them  for  that. 

Q.  Did  you  use  them  for  that  in  preference  to  your  own  work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Laid  your  work  aside  to  do  their  work  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  when  necessary ;  those  were 
the  orders  I  had,  that  they  were  to  have  the  preference  in  all  cases. 

Q.  How  many  men  did  Mr.  Griffiths  have  employed  on  that  vessel? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 
The  out-board  joiner-work  he  sublet,  to  plane  up  the  ship,  and  all  that  comes  under  the  head 
of  out-board  joiner-work.    Mr.  Jones  was  subcontractor  for  the  joiner-work. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Jones  live  ? — A.  He  lives,  I  think,  in  East  Boston. 

Q.  Now  tell  me  any  other  subcontractor  that  you  know. — A.  There  was  a  man  that  did 
the  calking,  named  Dinsmore,  on  the  second  contract.  I  don't  know  how  it  was  on  the 
first.     I  don't  know  whether  he  did  the  calking  in  the  first  place  or  not. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  know  any  other  subcontractor  under  him,  besides  Mr.  Dinsmore  and  Mr. 
Jones  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  on  this  last  contract. 

Q.  In  the  first  contract  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  there  was  any  that  I  know.  I  could  not 
tell  you. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  quarter-galleries  there  is  a  good  deal  of  joiner-work  about  those,  is 
there  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  very  expensive  to  put  on  a  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q  Do  you  know  what  the  expense  would  be  of  putting  them  on  a  ship  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much,  for  a  rouffh  estimate,  for  labor  in  the  joiner-work  ?  The  difference  be- 
tween hhr'mg  them  in  the  snip  and  not  havinj^  them,  buildine  them  as  she  is  f — A.  I  should 
Mj,  for  a  ^[uess,  that  it  would  make  $300  diflSrence  in  the  joiner-work. 

Q.  Would  that  cover  the  lights  ? — A.  There  are  only  two  lights  of  glass. 

Q.  Was  it  $aOO  for  both  sides  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  $150  on  each  side  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W<9uld  you  contract  to  do  joiner- work  for  that  sum  on  them  ? — A.  I  think  I  should 
be  willing  to. 

Q.  Inside  and  out  7 — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  joiner-work  belonging  to  Mr.  Griffiths  to  do  that  was  left  off, 
besides  these,  that  he  did  not  do  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  know  of  anything  now.  I  believe, 
tboQffb,  that  there  were  some  of  the  ladders  that  he  did  not  complete  in  this  first  contract, 
iide*radders ;  but  I  don't  know  that  I  am  positive  in  regard  to  that. 

Q.  Did  he  complete  the  between-deck  ladders  f — A.  He  made  some  ladders.  I  think  his 
lut  contract  included  new  ladders.   The  first  ladders  he  made  were  not  suitable. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  thing  besides  the  ladders  that  he  made  under  the  first  contract 
thit  was  condemned,  that  had  to  be  made  over  under  the  second  contract  f — A.  I  think  the 
gntings  were  condemned. 

Q.  Were  Uiere  gratings  over  each  hatch,  lower  and  upper  deck  f — A.  No,  sir ;  only  on 
the  upper  deck. 

Q.  Who  built  the  galley  f — A.  Bureau  of  Equipment  furnish  it. 

Q.  Didn't  that  come  under  his  contractfor  joiner- work  f— A.  There  is  no  joiner-work  to 
be  done  on  the  galley,  I  think. 

Q,  Was  that  all  made  by  the  carpenters? — A.  All  the  wood-work  is  just  the  platform  on 
which  it  sits.  It  is  not  housed  in.  The  galley  sets  out  open.  It  is  not  covered — it  is  all 
open.    It  is  just  merely  a  platform  to  set  it  on. 

Q.  Is  the  stem  of  this  ship  sheathed  without  pine  outside  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  on  the  rail  ? — A.  The  hammock-rail  is  sheathed  inside  and  out. 

Q.  You  got  those  hammock-rails  out  of  the  proper  width  and  planed  them,  and  you  stuck 
•  bead  ou  them,  didn't  you,  by  machinery  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  left  them  they  were  all  ready  to  lay  except  beading,  were  they  not  f — ^A.  I 
don't  think  we  had  anything  to  do  with  beveling  them.  Their  bevel-work  was  sawed  at  the 
fottock  mill.  But  the  hammock-sheathing,  of  course,  we  did.  We  planed  and  matched 
the  boards. 

Q.  You  did  all  the  work  to  the  hammock-sheathing  except  putting  it  up  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  three-fourths  of  that  work  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  half  of  it.  The  front  is 
paneled.  That  they  had  to  do  by  hand.  They  had  to  put  it  up.  We  got  out  the  mold- 
ings. 

Q.  The  moldingrs  were  a  considerable  part  of  it,  were  they  not  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  should 
think  not. 

Q.  Yon  made  the  style  and  the  moldings  7 — A.  We  planed  it  out.     That  is  not  mortised 
together.     It  is  cut  in  between  the  two  rails.     He  put  in  the  moldings.     We  did  not  go 
alKMrd  of  the  ship  to  do  any  work. 
Q.  But  you  got  it  all  ready  to  go  aboard  the  ship  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  all  that  could  be  done  of  it  by  machinery  before  it  was  put  up  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Yon  were  foreman  of  the  joiners  during  the  building  of  the  Enterprise.     Did  you 
ever  know  of  any  material  or  labor  having  been  charg^  to  the  Enterprise  which  was  not 
carried  to  it  and  used  by  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


Washington,  February  29,  1876. 
Commodore  John  C.  Howell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qui^tion.  Please  state  your  rank. — Answer.  Commodore  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States :  at  present,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Q.  Previous  to  your  assignment  to  your  present  position  where  were  you  stationed  7 — A, 
At  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  there  T — A.  Two  years,  in  command. 

Q.  During  the  time  that  you  were  at  Portsmouth,  how  many  of  the  eight  sloops  of  war 
authorized  by  the  act  of  February  10,  1873,  were  constructed,  in  whole  or  in  part  t— A.  Two ; 
the  Enterprifle  and  the  Essex. 
•  Q.  Which  was  built  by  the  Government  and  which  by  the  contractor  7— A.  The  Essex 
wta  partlv  built  by  the  Government  while  I  was  there ;  the  Enterprise  wholly  by  the  con- 
tractor, Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  State  what  privileges  that  contractor  had  in  the  selection  of  material  and  labor  f— A. 

He  had  a  great  many  privileges.   A  copy  of  the  contract  was  sent  to  me,  but  it  is  impossible 
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for  me  to  ^ive  in  detail  exactly  what  be  had.  His  timber  was  furnished  him — a  (Treat  deal 
that  was  gotten  oot  by  Mr.  Webb,  who  was  the  constructor  of  the  yard  at  the  time.  He 
had  the  rif(ht  to  reject  it  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  proper  for  the  ship.  I  think  that  he 
did  reject  one  or  two  pieces  of  planking  after  it  was  put  in ;  he  did  not  think  it  was  ffood ; 
he  objected  to  it  as  knotty,  or  somethinj^  of  that  kina.  He  had  the  run  of  the  work-snops, 
and,  if  my  recollection  serves  me,  he  had  the  preference  in  the  work -shops  over  the  Govern- 
ment work. 

Q.  Under  the  orders  of  the  barcau,  did  the  navy-yard,  in  its  mana^ment.  d^er  to  the 
contractor? — A.  Mr.  Webb,  (who  is  constructor  at  the  Washington  navy-yard,)  under 
whose  supervision  the  Enterprise  WHs  built,  could  fi^ive  you  in  detail  all  tlu>se  statements. 
I,  as  commandant  of  the  navy-yard,  shut  up  in  mv  office  from  nine  until  three,  cannot  pretend 
to  recollect  a  great  deal  about  it.  My  impression,  uowever,  is  that  Mr.  Griffiths  had  the  prefer- 
ence in  the  work-shops  over  Mr.  Webb,  who  was  building  the  Essex  at  the  same  time.  We 
were  ordered  to  give  oim  every  facility. 

Q.  And  he  availed  himself  of  it,  so  far  as  you  know,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  orders  !— 
A.  I  am  very  confident  he  did. 

Q.  And  in  cases  of  appeals  taken  by  him  from  any  order  or  attempted  control  of  the  con- 
structor, you  decided  in  Mr.  Griffitlis's  f^vor,  did  you  not  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  dedded  against  him 
whenever  I  possibly  could. 

Q.  Why  so  f— A.  Because  it  annoyed  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  have  a  ship  built  within 
the  navy-yard.  I  did  not  think  it  was  a  good  place  to  build  a  ship.  I  changed  my  mind  a 
little  afterward.  But  in  many  of  those  cases  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  chief  of  the  bu- 
reau, who  decided  against  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  obstacle  whatever  being  thrown  in  the  way  of  M.  Griffiths*  car- 
rying forward  his  contract  with  the  Government? — A.  I  certainly  do  not. 

Q.  Either  upon  your  part  or  upon  the  part  of  any  other  officer  or  employ^  at  the  navy- 
yard  at  that  time? — A.  I  am  certain  that  I  never  threw  any  obstacle  in  bis  way,  further 
than  to  hold  biin  to  the  very  strictest  terms  of  the  contract.  That  I  determined  to  do,  and 
did  do,  so  far  as  I  could.  The  case  was  occasionally  represented  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Construction,  who,  possibly,  was  more  liberal  in  his  views  than  I  was,  and  the  cases  were 

generally  decided  against  me.  I  know  of  no  obstacle  having  been  thrown  in  his  way ;  I 
ave  no  recollection  of  any.  I  dou*t  think  that  Mr.  Webb,  the  constructor,  was  very  much 
attached  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  but  he  is  a  very  honest  man,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  good  man,  and 
I  do  not  think  he  would  throw  any  obstacle  in  Mr.  Griffiths'  way,  purposely,  or  that  he 
would  endeavor  to  delay  him  in  the  building  of  his  ship.  Some  things  it  is  possible  Mr. 
Griffiths  thought  he  ought  to  have,  the  use  of  some  mu^hinery,  possibly^  which  Mr.  Webb  was 
using,  and  he  may  very  possibly  have  been  delayed  in  that  way  a  little ;  but  1  doubt  it.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  it ;  I  cannot  call  any  instance  to  mind. 

Q.  As  to  the  control  of  labor,  or  the  control  of  teams  whenever  necessary,  how  was  it  ? — 
A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  he  had  them  whenever  it  was  necessary,  all 
that  could  be  furnished  him. 

Q.  Within  your  knowledge  did  not  Mr.  Griffiths  exceed  that,  and  require  it  when  it  was 
not  necessaiT  ? — A.  1  don't  recollect.  If  it  had  ever  come  to  me,  he  certainly  would  have 
been  stoppea  right  there.  I  don't  reccollect  any  such  case  having  been  reported  to  me ;  pos- 
sibly it  may  have  been  ;  this  was  three  years  ago. 

Q.  Can  you  state  from  your  recollection  how  many,  if  any,  sturveys  or  inspections  were 
had  of  that  ship  built  by  him,  with  a  view  of  determining  the  value  or  cost  of  any  alterations 
or  changes  made  by  you  or  under  your  order  ? — A.  The  only  thing  that  I  recollect  was  that 
I  went  on  board  with  Mr.  Hanscom  and  went  over  the  ship  with  him,  and  I  sugg^ted  thai 
the  quarter-galleries  should  be  left  off.  I  showed  him  how  impossible  it  would  be  for  a  sick 
man  to  crawl  down  into  this  place,  and  for  a  stout  man  like  myself  it  was  impossible.  I 
suggested  that  they  were  cumbrous  on  a  small  ship  like  that,  and  that  they  were  exceedingly 
inconvenient  at  all  times,  especially  when  a  man  was  ill.  I  also  suggested  to  him  that  of 
course  as  those  were  left  off,  whatever  they  were  to  cost  beyond  the  cost  of  placing  the 
anangements  inside,  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  contract-price. 

Q.  jThat  charge,  instead  of  adding  to  the  contract  anything  to  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, should  have  been  deducted  from  his  proposal  ? — A.  Decidedly. 

Q.  Any  other  change  or  alteration  ^^-A.  Possibly,  some  little  modification  in  the  ai- 
rangements  of  the  cabin,  but  nothing  that  should  have  cost  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  change  suggested  by  you  was  made  or  not? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
left  too  soon  to  know  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  the  account  was  kept  of 
the  materials  and  labor  supplied  by  the  Government  ? — A.  All  kept  by  Mr.  Webb,  who,  at 
the  end  of  whatever  time  had  been  agreed  upon  that  payment  should  be  made,  brought  me 
a  certificate  that  so  much  of  the  ship  was  finished — that  so  much  labor  had  been  pertormed 
upon  her,  and  that  so  much  upon  the  contract  was  then  due  Mr.  Griffiths. 

Q.  Did  this  account  show  the  amount  of  expenditure  he  made  from  the  labor  and  mate- 
rial owned  by  the  Government  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  only  the  gross  sum  in  money  due  was  shown. 
Mr.  Webb,  however,  has,  or  had,  a  minute  account  of  every  bolt  and  every  plank  and 
every  frame  and  every  piece  of  timber  put  in  the  ship.  That  did  not  come  under  me. 
That  was  his  specialty.   He  kept  all  those  accounts  ;  I  simply  signed  the  bills. 
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Q.  Who  controls  the  taking  on  and  the  discharg^n]^  of  employes  at  the  navy-yard  f  Is 
it  the  commandant,  or  any  officer  connected  with  the  yard,  or  is  it  the  head  of  the  barean 
hen?— A.  The  men  are  supposed  to  be  recommended  by  the  foreman  of  each  department, 
to  the  head  of  that  department  in  the  yard,  to  the  constractor,  the  civil  engineer,  the-chief 
en^neer,  the  equipment  officer,  and  so  on.  If  the  head  of  the  department  approves  the 
selection  of  the  men  and  their  number,  a  list  is  made  out  and  presented  to  the  commandant 
for  his  siniatare.  The  commandant  may  object ;  he  has  that  power ;  but  it  would  not  be 
weU  at  all  times  for  him  to  object,  because  they  might  say,  when  they  were  asked,  why  is 
not  this  work  donef  **the  commandant  would  not  allow  us  a  sufficient  number  of  men  ;  he 
would  not  allow  us  the  men  that  we  wanted."  Therefore  the  commandant  very  generally, 
nnless  there  is  some  man  upon  the  list  known  to  him  to  be  incompetent,  or  a  bad  man,  ap- 
prores  the  Kst  and  the  men  are  taken  on.    That  is  the  theory. 

Q.  How  far  does  the  practice  conform  to  that  7 — A.  It  depends  a  good  deal  upon  the  time 
ofjesr. 

Q.  What  has  that  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  Well,  the  elections  take  place  at  a  certain  time  of 
tiwyear. 

Q.  Does  an  election  tend  to  diminish  or  to  increase  the  number  of  laborers  in  the  yards  7 
—A.  In  my  experience  I  have  found  it  rather  to  increase  them. 

Q.  Is  that  a  ract  at  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard  ? — A.  It  was,  upon  occasion. 

Q.  What  occasion  was  that  f — A.  Upon  my  word,  I  don't  know.  It  was  some  election 
there  in  1873  and  *74,  probably.  I  recollect  that  a  number  of  men  were  taken  on  just  be- 
fore the  election ;  I  have  forgotten  exactly  how  many.  I  also  recollect  that  forty  ot  them 
Toted  the  democratic  ticket  the  next  day.    There  was  a  mistake,  apparently. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  in  what  proportion  they  were  taken  on  at  tnat  time  f — I  think  100 
Den  were  taken  on. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  f — A.  Three  or  four  days. 

Q.  Under  what  kind  of  order  were  their  taken  on ;  the  recommendation  of  any  committee 
or  sny  outside  parties,  and,  if  so,  whose  f— A.  I  forget.  There  Was  an  order  of  some  sort, 
of  course,  or  they  would  not  have  been  taken  on  ;  whether  it  came  from  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  or  not  I  do  not  know.  Those  orders  generally  did  come  from 
him. 

Q.  Was  it  to  take  on  a  specific  number  of  men  f — A.  I  think  the  order  was  worded  some* 
whit  in  this  way:  '*One  hundred  men  will  be  required  for  work  on  **  some  ship  or  other, 
"and  you  are  authorized  to  take  them  on.*'  The  men  were  taken  on,  and,  as  I  said,  forty 
of  tbeoi  voted  the  other  way.  They  worked  honestly  and  faithfully  while  they  were  there. 

Q.  How  many  days  were  they  kept  in  the  yard  ?— A.  I  should  say  about  ten  or  twelve 
or  fourteen  days. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  great  many  more  employed  in  1873  and  74,  previous  to  the  election  f 
—A  That  was  the  instance  that  made  the  impreseion  upon  me ;  it  has  always  been  done. 
It  was  done  twenty  years  ago ;  it  is  done  now ;  it  will  be  done  always,  unless  you  can 
pass  some  law  to  stop  it,  and  I  don*t  know  whether  vou  can  do  that. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  called  to  the  residences  of  the  laborers  or  employes  taken  on  in 
September,  for  instanoe,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  as  to  whether  they  lived  in  the  State  of 
Jfaiae  t — ^A.  I  have  an  idea  that  it  was  very  much  that  way.  I  have  a  recollection  that  it 
was  in  that  way.  I  don't  know  the  month  exactly.  I  know  that  at  one  time  the  majority 
of  the  nen  we  got  were  from  New  Hampshire,  and  at  another  time  the  majority  of  the  men 
were  from  Maine.    The  elections  came  on  shortly  afterward.   There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  names  of  the  vessels  upon  which  these  men  were  employed,  or 
what  was  the  alleged  necessity  for  their  employment  7 —A.  I  think  the  Monongahela  was 
one,  and  I  thiak  we  were  breaking  up  a  ship  there,  whioh  actually  did  require  quite  a  num- 
b^of  men. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Hauled  up,  probably,  for  the  occasion  7 — A.  I  don't  know  about  that.  She  was  hauled 
np. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  the  work  completed  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  In  those  ten  days  f — A.  O,  no ;  but  the  men  worked  honestly  while  they  were  there  ; 

for  that  is  my  business.     The  work  was  pushed  on  during  that  time,  but  then  at  the  end  of 

that  time  the  money  would  be  somewhat  short  in  that  department  and  the  men  would  have 

to  be  discharged. 
Q.  The  number  of  laborers  taken  on  in  the  yard  is  determined  by  the  amount  of  money 

Ki  apart  bv  the  head  of  the  bureau  here  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  controls  the  number  of  men  that 
tball  be  taken  on.  We  are  informed  generally,  at  the  first  of  the  month,  exactly  how  much 
BKmey  we  shall  have  to  spend  that  month  for  labor  alone.  Then  we  can  make  our  calcula- 
tions as  to  how  much  labor  can  be  employed  during  that  month  or  how  many  men  can  be 
taken  on.    Sometimes  it  is  $20,000  for  the  month  ;  sometimes  |5, 000. 
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Q.  Do  jovL  know  of  instances  in  which  orders  ori(^inatin^  here  have  been  fifiven  to  officers 
of  the  yard  directing  them  to  make  requisitions  for  laborers  or  employes?— A.  1  liave  no 
recollection  of  such  a  case  in  my  experience. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  instances  wherein  it  has  been  done  with  reference  to  purchases  of 
timber  or  other  materials  required  at  the  yard  7 — A.  Not  to  my  recollection,  in  the  Ports- 
mouth navy -yard,  or  in  any  navy-yard  that  I  ever  commanded. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  a  fact? — A.  I  have  heard  something  of  the  sort,  but  where 
I  donH  know.  I  know  that  there  were  a  number  of  knees  taken  m  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy-yard — at  least  I  was  so  informed  by  Commodore  Preble,  who,  I  think,  stated  the  same 
thing  here.  That  is  the  only  thing  of  the  kind  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  even  by  hear- 
say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  some  controversy  at  the  Portsmouth  navy -yard  with  the 
head  of  the  bureau,  or  with  the  contractor,  about  some  knees  at  that  yard,  either  live-oak 
or  white  oak  f — A.  During  my  administration  of  the  yard  was  it  7 

Q.  I  think  so. — A.  I  wou*t  say  that  it  did  not  occur,  but  I  do  not  recollect  it.  But  there 
at  the  yard  is  all  my  correspondence ;  if  I  only  had  my  books  here  I  could  tell  you  very 
readily. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  controversy  with  the  contractor  about  the  delivery  of  timber,  lum- 
ber, or  material  of  any  description,  and  conduct  any  correspondence  in  regard  thereto  with 
the  head  of  the  bureau  7 — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  don't  recollect.  I  know  that  a  very  large 
quantity  of  timber  was  landed  at  the  navy-yard,  very  much  to  my  annoyance  as  command- 
ant, because  it  filled  up  the  yard,  and  I  didn't  know  where  to  put  it ;  but  whether  I  wrote 
any  letters  about  it  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Q.  At  the  time  it  reached  the  yard  were  you  advised,  or  was  it  the  fact,  that  any  contract 
existed  for  its  delivery  at  that  place  f — A.  It  is  possible  that  some  live-oak  timber  arrived 
there  without  ray  having  been  notified  that  it  wa^  to  arrive,  and  without  any  copy  of  the 
contract  having  been  submitted  to  me.  In  fact,  I  think  all  the  live-oak  timber  was  sent 
there.  The  vessel  simpl^*arrived  alongside  and  they  said  that  the  timber  was  for  the  navy- 
yard,  and  asked  permission  to  discharge  it.  I  suppose  that  I  must  have  written  to  the  chief 
ot  the  bureau  for  authority  to  unload  the  vessel,  and  the  order  must  have  been  given,  or,  of 
course,  I  would  not  have  taken  it. 

Q.  Who  was  delivering  that  timber? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  it  not  Mr.  Swift? — A.  I  really  don't  know.  He  is  a  man  that  delivers  timber  at 
the  Boston  yard.  I  know  that  by  hearsay ;  but  what  that  man's  name  was  I  haven't  the 
least  recollection. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Trickey  &  Jewett  ? — A.  Very  well. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  their  delivering  any  timber  at  that  yard  aud  without  any  notice  to 
you  of  any  contract  7 — A.  I  know  of  their  delivering  timbers  there,  quantities  of  it;  but 
under  what  circumstances  I  really  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Who  were  the  principal  contractors  or  parties  delivering  timber  at  the  Portsmouth 
yard  while  you  were  in  command  ¥ — ^A.  Trickey  &  Jewett  for  pine  lumber  and  piles,  aud 
all  that  sort  of  thing ;  but  who  the  other  parties  were  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  I  ask  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  quantity  of  timber  delivered  by  these 
parties  in  that  yard. — A.  An  excellent  argument  is  made  in  the  Secretary's  report  upon 
that  subject,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  I  have  heard  talk  sensibly  and 
well  about  it.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  our  live-oak  timber  had  been  very  much 
reduced  by  the  ships  that  had  been  built,  and  there  was  no  possibility  after  that  of  getting 
any  more  of  it.  Our  ships,  therefore,  were  necessarily  built  of  green  timber — white  oak. 
The  action  of  heat  upon  the  knees  rotted  them  very  much  and  very  rapidly,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  years  ships  that  cost  a  million  dollars  were  worthless — they  would 
not  hold  together.  Some  of  them  were  sold  for  $40,000  apiece,  engines  and  all.  Mr.  Hans- 
com  claims  that  this  taught  him  a  lesson,  and  that  he  aetermiuMi  that  the  country  should 
not  be  caught  in  that  way  again.  If  my  recollection  serves  me,  he  says  that  be  has  on 
hand  now  only  enough  live-oak  to  build  thirty-five  ships,  and  that  he  could  use  up,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  a  foreign  country  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  ships  rapidly, 
all  the  live-oak  now  in  all  the  navy-yards  in  one  year. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  by  your  repetition  of  that  argument,  you  mean  to  give  it  your  con- 
currence?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  do.  Whether  it  was  proper  at  this  time  to  expend  so 
much  upon  the  purchase  of  live-oak,  and  whether  it  should  not  have  been  purchased  in 
smaller  quantities  and  the  purchase  extended  through  more  years,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Q.  Looking  to  the  facilities  of  the  Government  in  its  yards,  its  wet  docks,  and  its  otber 
means  to  preserve  the  timber,  is  it  not  an  unnecessary  and  useless  waste  of  the  public 
money  ?— A.  I  do  not  think  I  would  be  justified  in  saying  that  it  is. 

Q.  Does  not  the  live-oak,  if  not  first  put  in  wet  basins  and  then  afterward  properly  pro- 
tected by  timber-sheds,  take  what  is  termed  the  dry-rot  ?— A.  I  believe  it  does,  or,  at  all 
events,  it  is  injured  in  some  way ;  the  sun  splits  it. 

Q.  Within  your  own  observation  is  not  that  occurring  ? — A.  It  is. 

Q.  In  the  face  of  that  fact,  how  is  it  that  the  Government  does  not  suffer  losses  ? — A.  The 
Oovemment,  in  all  probability,  will  suffer  some  loss  from  the  want  of  protection  to  the  tim- 
ber. The  want  of  protection  is  caused  by  the  want  of  an  appropriation  to  build  timber- 
sheds. 
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Q.  Ought  not  an   executive  officer  to  be  controlled  by  the  appropriation  that  he  has,  and 
not  by  the  one  be  thinks  he  ought  to  have  ? — A.  I  think  so,  deciaedlj. 

Q.  And  in  view  of  the  fact  that  appropriations  have  not  been  made  for  the  multiplication 
of  wet  docks  and  proper  timber-sheds,  ought  not,  in  common  prudence,  the  executive 
officer  to  look  to  this  fact  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Government  f — A.  I  think  I  should 
h&ve  done  so. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of  any  instance  wh^re  property  belonging  to  individuals  has  been  stored 
in  the  yards  of  the  Grovernmeut  ? — A.  Furniture  tor  officers,  do  you  mean? 

Q.  Timber  or  anything  else. — A.  I  recollect  nothing  of  that  kind  in  Portsmouth.  I 
think,  although  I  am  not  at  all  positive,  that  some  timber  of  some  kind  was  stored  at 
the  Portsmoutti  navy-yard,  landed  there,  pending  negotiations  for  its  purchase.  I  have 
simply  in  indistinct  recollection  of  it.     I  donU  know  whose  timber  that  was. 

Q.  Looking  to  the  means  of  taking  care  of  timber,  as  they  existed  at  the  Portsmouth  yard, 
luk  yoQ  if  there  has  not  been  an  unnecessarv  aircumulation  of  timber  at  that  point  beyond 
the  means  of  the  Government  to  take  care  of  it  properly  7 — A.  There  is  a  very  larg^  wet 
basin  at  Portsmouth,  where,  at  hi^h  water,  the  timber  is  almost  entirely  covered,  or  it  could 
be  ao  arranged  in  that  dock  that  it  would  be  covered.  As  I  was  about  leaving  the  yard  I 
sofg^ted  toe  propriety  of  building  ways  by  which  the  timber  could  be  launched  into  the 
middle  of  the  aock,  and  that  a  heavy  pair  of  shears — one  of  these  swinging  cranes — on  a 
luge  scow  should  be  built,  in  order  that  the  timber  might  be  distributea  throughout  that 
dock.  I  think  there  was  sufficient  capacity  in  that  dock  to  hold  all  the  live-oak  at  the 
Porumouth  yard  received  during  the  time  I  commanded  there.  It  was  not  all  in  when  I 
left.    On  the  contrary,  there  was  a  large  accumulation  in  the  yard. 

Q.  And  in  that  exposed  condition  subject  to  decay  ? — A.  Subject  to  injury  of  some  sort, 
tt  all  events. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  which  clerks  or  writers  have  been  taken  on  at 
thstyard  without  the  requirement  of  the  officer  there,  and  at  the  instance  or  by  the  order  of 
tht  bureau  here  7 — A.  1  am  unable  to  mention  names,  but  I  know  that  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  more  clerks  were  employed  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction  than  were  neces- 
uiy  to  perform  the  work,  and  I  recommended  the  discharge  of  one  or  two,  at  all  events. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  instances  where  workmen  have  been  taken  on  or  discharged  at  the 
jard  at  the  instance  of  politicians  7 — A.  I  do,  sir. 
Q.  How  often  has  that  occurred  ? — A.  I  should  be  unable  to  say. 

Q.  That  was  during  the  time  that  you  were  commandant  at  the  yard? — A.  During  the 
period  of  time  that  I  was  commandant  at  the  yard,  which  was  since  1870. 

Q.  By  whose  orders  was  that  done  7 — A.  The  orders  generallv  came,  I  think,  from  the 
Boreau  of  Construction — I  will  not  be  positive— by  direction  of  the  Department. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  time  when  there  was  a  meeting  in  your  office  in  which 
the  subject  was  talked  over  and  arranged  how  many  men  should  be  taken  on  from  one 
State  and  how  many  from  another.  Do  you  recollect  such  a  meeting? — A.  I  may  have 
heard  it  talked  over,  but  I  never  gave  an  order  to  take  a  man  on  in  the  navy -yard  at  Ports- 
mouth, to  the  best  of  mv  recollection,  while  I  was  there,  except  by  order  of  superior 
aatbority.  It  is  a  thing  that  I  avoided.  I  wanted  to  keep  my  hands  clean,  and  I  have  kept 
them  clean. 

Q.  I  am  aware  of  that ;  but  I  call  your  attention  to  such  a  meeting,  at  which,  if  I  am 
correctly  informed,  Mr.  Hanscom  and  some  politicians  were  present. — A.  I  used  to  hear 
those  matters  talked  over  very  often. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  such  a  meeting  of  two  or  three  parties,  politicians,  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  taken  on  from  Portsmouth  and  the  number  to  be  taken  on  from  the  State 
of  Main6  was  determined  ? — A.  I  don*t  recall  it  to  mind.  I  will  not  say  tbat  it  did  not  hap- 
pen. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  instance  wherein  the  name  of  a  party  was  borne  upon  the  pay- 
roll of  that  yard  who  did  not  perform  service  in  the  yard  7 — ^A.  Do  you  mean  one  that  per- 
formed no  service  at  all  ? 

Q.  No  service,  or  half  service,  or  any  evasion  of  the  full  requirement  of  the  law  ? — A. 
Ko,  sir  ;  I  do  not  If  you  know  the  name,  possibly  I  might  tell  you  more  about  it.  I  know 
the  orders  were  exceedingly  stringent  that  everybody  should  perform  their  duties. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  anything  of  parties  being  employed  and  paid  for  labor  for  which  they  were 
not  fitt^  or  skilled  ? — A.  I  have  heard  of  such  things  in  the  yard,  but  those  men  were  there 
eenerally  for  a  very  short  time,  and  the  matter  was  not  brought  to  my  notice,  or  they  should  not 
tiTe  staid  there  a  moment.  But  not  until  after  they  were  discharged  was  I  cognizant  of  it 
at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  party  having  been  discharged  from  the  yard  for  any  shortcom- 
iofrs  or  offense  of  any  kind  and  afterward  being  taken  back  to  the  yard  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  party,  for  what  was  he  discharged,  and  how  did  he  come 
to  get  back  7 — ^A.  There  was  a  captain  of  the  watch,  I  don't  recollect  his  name,  whom  I 
bad  been  dissatisfied  with  for  a  long  time.  He  apparently  had  strong  friends,  and  although 
tWe  were  a  great  many  rumors  about  him,  yet  there  was  nothing  that  I  could  get  hold  of 
to  jostiff  me  in  discharcring  him,  and  I  made  it  a  point  never  to  discharge  any  man  unless  I 
coald  prove  that  he  had  been  behaving  badly.     One  of  the  workmen  was  passing  into  his 
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boat  at  the  wharf  with  something^  under  his  arm.    The  sentry  stopped  him.   Dm  ist^ 
according  to  the  sentry's  account,  rather  got  between  him  and  the  man  who  had  wbtte'~' 
it  was  under  his  arm,  taking  it  oat  of  the  yard  airaiDst  orders,  Hut  the  sentry  caogbt  ti 
man  and  took  it  away  from  him,  (it  was  only  a  trifle,)  and  reported  the  watchman  for  io^ 
fering  with  him  instead  of  assisting  him.    He  reported  it  to  the  major  of  maiinM,  wl 
reponed  it  to  me,  and  I  discharged  the  man  on  the  spot.    He  was  in  the  Bureau  of  Ti  ' 
and  Docks,  of  which  I,  as  commandant,  had  particular  control.     Some  time  afterwsrd 
came  back*.    I  will  not  say  that  it  was  while  I  was  at  the  navy-yard,  but  I  knowtbsft 
came  back  aa  captain  of  ship-keepers,  at  a  higher  rate  of  pay.    I  have  forgotten  the  ma<^' 
name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whose  orders  he  came  back  ?— A.  I  think  by  the  order  of  Mr. 
com,  under  whose  bureau  ship-keepers  are. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instance  of  a  discharged  man  being  put  back  T — A.  T< 
sir.    There  was  a  man  who  had  been  acting  as  engine-driver  of  one  of  the  stationary 
gines  in  the  yard,  (the  machinist  I  think  they  call  him,)  whose  character  was  not  {rood 
Portsmouth — who  was  offensive  to  the  men  under  his  charge,  and  whom,  for  some  neglect^^ 
duty,  I  have  forgotten  now  what  it  was,  I  discharged.    Shortly  afterward  I  was  directed ' 
the  cbief  of  the  bureau  to  take  him  back  in  another  capacity,  and  I  did  not  do  it.    I  pi 
holed  the  letter  and  kept  it  there  for  some  months,  when  I  got  another  order  to 
him  back,  which  I  thought  it  more  prudent  to  obey,  and  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instance  f — A.  I  don't  recall  any  other. 

Q.  About  that  time  was  there  a  disappearance  of  a  large  amount  of  copper,  and  was 
watchman  ihat  you  first  spoke  of  implicated,  in  your  judgment,  in  the  disappearance  of  thi 
copper  7 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  that  was  the  case.    He  was  implicated  in  the  disappsa^' 
ance  of  the  box  of  glass,  not  of  the  copper.     Every  man  implicated,  in  my  own  mind,  in  tl»  ' 
disappearance  of  that  large  amount  of  copper  I  dismissed  on  the  spot.     I  think  there  wer 
three  or  four  of  them,  but  I  don't  think  any  watchman  was  concerned  in  that.     If  my  recol      ^ 
lection  servos  me  there  was  a  teamster,  a  laborer  employed  in  the  engine-bouse,  and,  potsMy-r-^ 
one  or  two  others.  j| 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  whether  those  copper- thieves  ^^^^Ts 
been  employed  at  the  yard  since  that  time  ? — A.  I  don't  know.    They  were  not  employ*^^  ^ 
while  I  was  there.    If  I  am  not  mistaken,  one  of  those  fellows  did  get  back  while  I  wa^    '^ 
there,  under  an  assumed  name,  and  in  another  bureau  ;  but  he  was  not  there  more  than  tw^:^ 
or  three  days  before  he  was  turned  out  and  ejected  from  tlie  yard.    I  think  be  went  into  ^^ 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering, 

Q.  You  have  no  information  derived  from  any  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  that  that  sam^ 
man  afterward  jrot  back  into  ihe  yard  f — A.  No  ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  I  can  hardly 
conceive  it  possiole.    I  doubt  if  it  did  occur. 

Q.  A  large  amount  of  copper  disapoeared,  did  it  not  ? — A.  It  was  impossible  for  ns  to 
tell.  We  knew  bow  much  copper  we  nad  lost,  but  it  had  evidently  extended  over  a  series 
of  years.  It  was  old  copper  taken  from  the  bottoms  of  ships— copper  that  had  been  takef 
off  in  breaking  up  ships— old  pieces  of  copper  that  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  remel^ 
before  they  could  have  been  used,  but  valuable,  of  course — worth  so  qtiuch  a  pound.  WhsiB- 
we  discovered  that  it  was  being  stolen,  I  had  it  all  carefully  weighed,  and  the  amount  tha^ 
we  found  there  and  the  amount  on  the  books  of  the  construction  department  differed  ver^ 
materially — some  thousand  pounds,  I  think.  How  long  that  had  been  g^ing  on  nobody 
could  tell. 

Q.  The  facts  upon  which  you  acted  in  the  dismissal  of  this  captain  of  the  watch,  and  in. 
the  other  instance,  you  reported,  did  you  not  ? — A.  I  suppose  I  did.  I  think  I  must  bav? 
done  so.   It  is  customary  to  do  it 

Q.  Since  your  removal  from  that  yard  you  have  been  connected  with  the  Bureau  of  Tarda 
and  Docks  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  connection  you  had  with  the  removal  of  property  from  the  Philadelphia 
navy-yard  to  League  Island. — A.  It  would  be  rather  a  long  story.  I  was  told  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  remove  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  everytning  in  it,  the  houses  and 
all  the  property  that  could  be  moved,  to  League  Island.  A  contract  was  made  with  Mr. 
Bice,  atter  due  advertising,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder,  to  remove  all  the  buildings,  and  be 
was  given  something  more  than  a  month  to  do  it  in.  It  was  a  practical  impossibility,  as  it 
prov^  to  be ;  but  in  two  months  he  managed  to  get  down  to  League  Island  certainly  very 
much  the  larger  quantity  of  bricks,  and  window-frames,  and  everything  pertaining  to  a 
bouse,  and  in  view  of  the  necessary  detention  that  he  had  in  the  yard,  the  terms  of  the 
contract  were  cot  strictly  insisted  upon.  That  is,  by  the  terms  if  he  did  not  do  it  he  was  to 
forfeit  $15,000;  but  we  could  not  give  him  the  buildings  at  the  time  he  wanted  them,  when 
he  was  ready  to  pull  them  down,  because  we  were  doing  work  upon  the  ships  there.  The 
contract-price  was  paid  him  at  the  end  of  the  time,  and,  I  think,  justly  and  properly  paid 
him.  The  man  did  his  best ;  he  did  everything  that  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 
It  was  all  right  to  pay  him.  When  I  was  told  that  all  these  stores  were  to  be  moved — I 
think  it  was  in  August,  at  the  time  I  was  acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy — I  wrote  to  the 
Secretary  and  got  permission  from  him  to  issue  (a  circular  to  the  bureau,  stating  that  each 
bureau  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  moving  of  its  own  stores  to  League  Island  ;  that 
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it  most  be  finisbed  by  snch  a  date,  and  that  the  Bareaa  of  Yarda  and  Docks  would  re-iin- 

bone  tbem  for  any  expense  they  might  be  at.   I  then  took  charge  of  the  moving  of  my  own 

boTMU,  throngh,  of  comae,  the  officers  attached  to  the  navj-yard,  and  did  it  with  the  men 

belonging  to  uie  Departoient  of  Yards  and  Docks,  and  I  got  everything  down  in  time.  In 

ord»  to  accommodate  the  large  quantity  of  stores,  I  caused  to  be  I  uilt  at  League  Island  a 

Domber  of  wooden  aheda  of  rough  boards,  made  weather-proof,  and  particular  sheds  or 

bouM  to  contain  the   stores.     With  the  other  contracts  made  by  the  other  officers  I  had 

Dothinxto  do.   I  simply,  when  they  present  their  bills,  will  examine  tbem  closely,  and,  if  I 

tbink  thev  are  all  right  and  correspond  with  the  expenses  that  were  kept  account  of  at  the 

Pbikdelphia  navy-yard,  we  will  pay  them  ;  and,  by  law,  they  will  be  paid  out  of  the  pur- 

cbiae-moDey  of  tiie  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  Nathaniel  McKay  "—A.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  only  contract  (and  that  was  not  a  contract  but  simply  an  agreement)  with  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay WIS  to  fumiah  the  labor  for  flooring  the  small  ship-house,  amounting  to  (2.400.  It  was 
viDted  at  once  in  order  that  we  might  put  stores  in  it.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  other 
contract  with  him.  That  was  an  agreement.  He  was  ou  the  spot :  he  had  his  men  all  there, 
wtkat  in  the  great  hurry  we  took  what  means  we  had  to  accomplish  what  was  needed. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  a  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  to  move  any  of  the  buildings  ? — A.  I  know 
from  hearsay. 

Q.  Does  not  that  propeily  belong  to  year  bureau  f — A.  Under  this  circular  it  was  so  ar- 
ranged that  each  bureau  did  its  own  work,  in  order  to  distribute  the  work. 
Q.  That  was  the  removal  of  its  own  stores  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  expressed  so  as  to  include  the  removal  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  them  T — A. 
Idoobt  if  it  was.  I  was  very  glad  for  them  to  do  it.  I  didn't  want  to  remove  the  ship- 
boues — I  didn't  think  we  redded  them  there — bnt  I  was  only  one  man,  and  there  were  others 
opposed  to  nie.  I  did  not  want  to  remove  the  buildings.  I  thought  the  yard  would  have 
brought  more  with  the  buildings. 

Q.  Were  not  the  orders  from  the  Secretary  for  the  removal  of  the  buildings,  and  the  limited 
time  allowed,  and  the  effect  of  the  removal,  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  (Government  ? 
— i.  Well,  sir,  that  is  rather  a  strong  expression.  The  gentlemen  who  advocated  it  I 
bonestly  think  believed  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Government  to  do  as  they 
did.  I  did  not  agree  with  them,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Government. 

Q.  If  longer  time  had  been  allowed  to  contractors  to  remove  the  buildings  it  could  have 
been  done  for  a  less  sum  of  money  f — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  doubt  about  it.  I  wanted 
them  to  commence  removing  the  navy -yard  in  April,  imm^iately  after  the  passage  of  the 
law ;  but  theore  were  difficulties  in  the  way.  It  was  a  hasty,  not  properly  considereo,  move- 
neat. 

Q.  Supposing  that  there  was  no  necessity  upon  the  part  of  the  Government  to  maks  the 
sal^  ana  no  positive  injunction  upon  any  officer  of  the  Government  to  make  it,  ought  not 
longest  time  to  have  been  given  for  the  removal  of  the  property  ? — A.  Undoubtedly  ;  yes, 

Q.  Taking  the  time  of  the  actual  sale  and  the  claim  made  by  the  purchaser  that  he  should 
have  the  materials  then  on  hand  that  were  legally  to  be  considered  as  fixtures,  did  not  the 
Government  lose  in  that  operation  ? — A.  Yes ;  but  not  to  any  great  amount, 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  injury  resulted  to  the  Government  from  the  haste  in  tearing 
down  the  property  and  in  its  removal  ? — ^A.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  more  time  had  been 
taken  leas  injury  would  have  resulted  to  the  bricks,  to  the  slate,  to  the  window-frames,  to 
the  roof,  and  to  the  tin  on  the  buildings..  The  Gk>vemment,  of  course,  suffered  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  value  of  the  broken  bricks,  and  it  was  necessary  in  the  time  given ;  it  was 
impoasible  to  pull  them  down  safely. 

Q.  Can  yon  give  the  date  at  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  instructed  you  to  contract  for 
the  removal  of  uie  hoildings  f — A.  I  can  send  it  to  you,  but  1  cannot  give  it  to  you.  It  was 
either  in  October  or  November,  certainly.  It  must  have  been  in  October,  because  the  man 
had  November  and  mitil  the  2d  6{  December,  and  then  his  time  was  further  increased 
until  the  2d  of  January,  the  date  at  which  the  yard  had  to  be  given  up ;  it  must  have  been 
inOetnber. 

Q.  Was  it  not  contemporaneous  with  the  advertisement  and  the  sale  of  the  property  T — 
A.  Shortly  after,  I  think. 

Q.  And  the  date  fixed  for  the  removal  of  the  property  was  the  date  of  the  sale  of  the 
property  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  contract. 

Q.  And  the  extension  of  time  was  from  the  date  of  the  sale  to  the  day  of  delivery  f — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  was  the  property  of  the  Government  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard 
told  f — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  you,  but  I  can  famish  you  with  it  so  far  as  mv  bureau  is  con- 
eemed ;  of  course  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  anything  about  the  other  btireaus.  There 
were  no  private  sales  to  my  knowledge.  They  were  auction  sales  or  cash  sides,  of  course, 
tbe  proc^Bds  of  which,  no  doubt,  were  returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  names  of  the  contractors  ? — A.  Mr.  Nathaniel  McKay  and  Mr. 
Bice  ire  the  only  two  that  I  recollect,  and  although  I  never  was  very  favorably  impressed 
^ith  McKay,  and  once  turned  him  out  of  my  office,  I  think  there  are  very  strong  doubts 
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whether,  if  he  had  not  been  there,  that  navj-yard  could  have  been  removed.  I  never  saw 
such  a  man  in  my  life.  He  is  something  like  what  Sidney  Smith  said  Mr.  Webster  was, 
'*  a  8team-eu|pne  in  trousers." 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anv  false  bidding  connected-with  the  sale  and  removal  of  any  of 
the  property  there  7 — A.  I  know  only  from  hearsay,  from  Commodore  Preble,  that  McKay 
had  made  a  bid,  and  I  think  that  an  agreement  had  been  made  with  him,  when  the  son  of 
Mr.  Rice  said  that  he  could  do  the  work  for  nearly  half-price.  Mr.  McKav  was  so  informed, 
and  the  agreement  was  annulled,  and  he  was  forced  to  do  the  work  at  the  same  price  that 
Mr.  Rice  said  he  would  do  it  at;  but  that  was  not  connected  in  any  way  with  my  bureau. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  where  two  parties  bid  for  a  job,  one  of  whom  obtained 
it,  and  afterward  the  other  bidder,  who  was  unsuccessful,  came  in  and  did  the  work  f — A.  I 
don't  recollect  it ;  but  nothing  of  that  sort  would  surprise  me.  I  think  it  is  a  very  common 
thing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  bureau  connected  with  the  Department  making  pur- 
chases  in  excess  of  the  requiJBBment  of  the  service,  or  of  articles  not  asked  for  by  the  sev- 
eral bureaus  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  no  instance  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  made  purchases 
of  articles  not  asked  for  by  any  of  the  bureaus  ? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge,  sir,  of  auy  such 
occurrence. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  point  of  which  the  committee  may  avail  them- 
selves 7 — A.  I  have  no  information  upon  the  subject. 

Q.  Has  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  diverted,  by  his  order,  money  appropriated  for  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  7 — A.  The  Secretary  of' the  Navy  has  taken  from  the  Treasury 
money  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks;  but  what  use  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  made  of  that  money  I  am  entirely  unaware. 

Q.  When  was  that  taken  f — A.  When  the  first  payment,  or  the  whole  payment,  of  the 
money  for  the  sale  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  was  placed  in  the  Treasury,  one  of  the 
clerks  in  my  bureau  went  to  the  Treasury  to  see  how  it  stood.  Three  hundred  and  one 
thousand  dollars  were  placed  on  one  side  of  the  sheet,  and  the  remainder,  (32,000  and 
something  over,  on  the  other  side.  To  the  credit  of  tlie  bureau  stood  the  $32,000  ;  and  for 
what  purpose  the  $301,000  was  intended  by  the  Secretary  I  don't  know.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  may  pay  it  back  to  the  bureau.  I  don't  know  what  he  intends,  and  it  is  not  my 
business  to  inquire. 

Q.  In  the  act  of  Congress  which  directed  the  sale  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  the 
direction  in  which  the  proceeds  should  go  was  specifically  stated  7 — A.  It  was.  I  asked 
some  questions  about  it  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  the  majority  of  this  money  would  g^  against  the  moving  of  the  ship-houses,  and 
all  expenses  connected  with  the  sale  of  the  navy-yard,  which  were  very  large,  advertising, 
lawyers'  fees,  and  other  matters  of  that  sort.  That  is  all  I  know  about  it 

Q.  This  occurred  during  the  month  of  January  last  7  — A.  Whenever  it  was  paid  in  ;  I 
think  during  January. 

Q.  Is  not  your  information  derived  from  official  intercourse  that  that  money  has  been  paid 
to  contractors  with  the  Bureau  of  Construction  7 — A.  No,  sir.  The  Bureau  of  Construction 
sent  me  a  bill  for  $270,000  for  its  share  of  moving  the  navy-yard.  I  objected  to  the  bill, 
and  sent  it  back  for  particulars.    I  have  never  yet  received  the  particulars. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell,  then,  what  use  was  made  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Philadel- 
phia navy-yard  7 — A.  I  canuoty  unless  it  was  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

Q.  I  understand  you  that  you  have  got  no  bill  of  particulars  up  to  this  time  7 — A.  I 
have  no  bill  of  particulars  up  to  this  time  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  I  refused 
to  approve  it  without  that  bill.  I  went  in  to  see  Mr.  Hanscom.  I  said  that  I  thought 
the  bill  was  verv  large,  and  he  told  me  no ;  that  he  did  not  think  so ;  that  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  order  to  move  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard,  he  was  obliged  to  repair  and  launch 
a  vessel  called  the  Antietam,  which  was  properly  chargeable  to  my  bureau,  because  she 
was  to  be  used  as  an  equipment  storehouse,  and  therefore  that  my  bureau  was  saved  the 
necessity  of  building  a  storehouse,  at  all  events  for  the  present.    I  did  not  agree  wtth  thaL 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  instance  of  the  diversion  of  the  funds  appropriated  to  your 
bureau  f — A.  Nothing,  to  my  recollection,  unless  the  building  of  a  hospital  at  Pensacola, 
which  was  a  necessity,  and  in  the  propriety  of  which  I  agreed  entirely  with  the  Secretary. 
It  cannot  be  called  a  diversion  of  funds.  Mine  was  the  only  bureau  that  had  any  money. 
It  was  a  matter  of  necessity,  a  matter  of  humanity,  that  a  hospital  should  be  there.  It 
did  not  come  properly  under  my  bureau ;  but  as  I  had  saved  up  my  money,  I  had  the  money 
to  do  it.  The  yellow-fever  season  was  approaching,  and  the  hospital  was  required,  and  it 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  $19,000.    That  was  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  paying  old  claims  out  of  a  current  year's  appropriation  f — 
A.  I  really  don't  know.  '  I  don't  recollect  of  any  instance. 

Q.  Don't  the  books  of  your  bureau  show  the  payment  of  a  claim  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Hungerford  of  $75,000? — A.  That  is  a  long  time  ago,  I  fancy,  if  there  is  anything 
of  that  sort — long  before  I  came  to  the  bureau.  My  notice  has  been  attracted  by  a  charge 
of  $75,000  on  my  books.  I  never  knew  what  it  meant.  It  was  long  before  my  day,  and  I 
don't  know  anything  about  it,  and  I  don't  believe  that  my  clerks  know  anything  about  it. 
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Q.  Yoa  know  Dothing  about  the  circnmstances  of  that  payment?— A.  Nothing  in  the 
worid  exeept  that  the  snm  of  |75,(K)0  was  taken.  Where  it  went  to  I  don't  know.  Indeed, 
it  was  none  of  niy  business.  I  think  it  was  a  remainder  over  from  a  former  year — money 
not  expended.     I  think  that  most  have  been  fonr  or  five  years  ago. 

Q.  Please  get  the  precise  date  of  it  and  famish  it  to  the  committee,  with  whatever  is  upon 
yoar  books  in  regara  to  it. — A .  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  existing  liabilities  against  your  bureau  7 — A.  We  are  now 
working  in  the  back  channel,  at  an  expense  of  about  $500  a  day,  deepening  the  channel 
ud  getting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  soil  in  the  proper  place  to  build  houses  for  the  officers. 
It  is  under  a  contract  with  the  American  Dredging  Company.  We  are  building  foundations 
forboases,  also  under  contract.  I  suppose  that  $*iO, 000  would  cover  all  the  claims  against 
the  bnreau  that  are  now  in  existence ;  which  I  have  money  enough  to  pay. 

Q.  And  your  ordinary  expenses  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year? — A.  And  my  ordinary  ex- 
penses to  the  dose  of  the  fiscal  vear. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  fioating-debt  of  existing  liabilities  of  any  of  the  other 
bnretnsf— A.  I  am  very  happy  to  say  that  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  the  appropriation  made  for  the  eight  sloops  of  war  and  how 
it  was  used  f — A.  Notmng  in  the  world. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  sending  funds  to  the  house  of  Jay  Cooke,  McCuUoch  & 
Co.  t—A  Only  what  the  newspapers  have  stated. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  from  the  books  of  your  office,  whether  any  part  of  that  fund  deposited 
with  Jay  Cooke,  McCulloch  &,  Co.,  was  taken  from  the  money  appropriated  for  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks  f — A.  I  think  not.  It  occurred  before  I  came  into  the  bureau,  at  all 
erents ;  but  I  think  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  reasons  existing  for  the  location  of  the  chief  of  the 

bareaa  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  in  London  ?~  A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  could  understand  it. 

Q.  How  often  are  you  called  in  to  consult  with  the  other  chiefs  of  bureaus  and  the  Sec- 

retaiy  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  the  rebuilding  of  old  vessels  f — A.  Never,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  have  never  been  consulted  with  as  to  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  that  course  f — A. 

Nerer,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  been  called  in  and  consulted  with  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  ves- 
sels f— A.  Never. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  been  called  in  and  consulted  with,  with  the  chiefs  of  the  other 
bureaus,  in  regard  to  any  policy  of  the  Navy  Department  f — A.  Probably  two  or  three 
times  since  I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  bureau. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  in  regard  to  the  system  of  open  purchases,  as  pursued  by  the  heads 
of  the  bnreaas  and  the  Secret^  of  the  Navy  7 — A.  I  only  know  about  my  own  bureau.  In 
my  own  case  the  requisitions  are  generally  small.  When  we  have  the  opportunity  of  adver- 
tifing,  if  it  is  for  any  large  amount,  we  invariably  advertise,  although  it  is  a  very  bitter  pill 
lometimes,  for  the  expenses  are  very  heavy.  The  open-purchase  requisitions,  when  they  are 
imder  a  thousand  dollars,  are  simply  sent  to  the  commandant,  approved  by  the  bureau.  In 
the  first  place,  the  requisition  comes  from  the  commandant  to  the  bureau.  The  bureau  ap 
proves  it  or  scratches  some  of  it  out,  and  then  sends  it  back  approved.  It  then  goes  to  the 
parchasing  paymaster.  The  theory  is  that  the  purchasing  paymaster  sends  around  to  a 
half-dozen  well  known  firms  in  the  line  of  the  requisition.  The  theory  is  that  he  sends  to 
lefolar  dealers.  He  selects  the  lowest  bid.  He  goes  and  sees  the  article  first,  and  sees  if  it 
is  as  good  as  the  others  of  higher  price.  He  then  selects  the  article  and  sends  it  to  the 
niTy-yard,  where  it  is  inspected.  It  is  reported  upon  then  by  the  inspector,  whoever  he  may 
be— generally  the  head  of^the  department  in  the  yard.  The  bill  is  then  made  out,  with  their 
names  attached;  the  article  having  been  received, inspected, and  found  to  be  good.  The 
eomoiandant  approves  it ;  makes  the  bill  out  against  the  bureau  ;  it  is  sent  to  the  bureau ; 
tbe  bureau  approves  it ;  the  draft  is  then  drawn  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  is  sent 
to  tbe  purchasing  paymaster. 

Q.  That  is  the  theory  ;  what  is  the  practice  ? — A.  That  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  say ; 
but  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think  should  be  the  practice :  That  a  purchasing  paymaster,  when 
be  receives  a  requisition  approved,  should,  bv  his  messenger,  send  to  at  least  six  persons  deal- 
ing in  that  article,  who  should  make  bids  in  duplicate,  over  their  own  signatures,  which  should 
be  sealed  up  and  sent  to  the  paymaster.    The  paymaster  selects  the  lowest,  as  he  is  bound  by 
liw  to  do,  and  he  attaches  to  the  bills,  when  they  go  to  the  commandant,  a  duplicate  of  those 
bids,  so  that  the  commandant  can  also  examine  them,  and  they  can  be  filed  in  his  office  for 
fntQie  reference.    I  think  it  would  work  well.   He  should  not  be  confined  to  any  six  firms ;  but 
^ery  week,  for  instance,  when  he  receives  the  requisitions,  he  should  select  six  more  firms, 
(in  tbe  large  cities  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so,)  in  order  that  any  of  those  six  firms  that  he 
Bti^ht  have  a  preference  for  might  not  be  able  to  form  a  ring  in  the  matter.    I  think  this 
coald  be  done,  and  I  think  it  is  possible  we  should  save  money  by  it. 

Q.  That  is  a  good  suggestion  ;  but  give  the  reasons  for  the  suggestion. — A.  That  I  am 
^«epared  to  state.     You  cannot  accuse  a  man  of  doing  what  you  don't  know  he  has  done  ; 
tt  least,  I  cannot. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  which  purchases  have  been  made  or  ordered  by  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Navj  without  the  usnal  proposals  and  contract  f — A.  None  that  I  recol- 
lect in  my  bureaa,  and  none  that  I  have  any  official  knowled|ife  of  in  any  other  bureaa. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  or  information  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  vessels  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  without  authority  of  law  and  out  of  current  appropriations  f — A.  The 
only  vessel  in  my  mind  just  now|  that  was  bought  by  the  Secretary,  was  the  Despatch.  She 
was  bought  daring  the  Cuban  flurry,  which,  I  tnink,  was  two  years  ago.  She  was  bought, 
as  I  understand,  as  a  dispatch-boat ;  she  was  very  fast,  and  I  understand  that  she  was  bought 
very  much  below  her  original  cost. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  tiling  of  a  little  vessel  bought  at  PhiUdelphia  ? — ^A.  Yes;  I  would 
hardly  class  that  as  a  vessel — a  sort  of  a  fancy  launch.  She  was  bought  probably  two  or  three 
years  ago.  She  was  used  by  the  constructor  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard.  I  think  the 
price  was  eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  work  given  to  parties  outside  of  any  of  the  yards  which  could 
have  been  done  as  well  inside  of  the  yard  ? — ^A.  That  is  a  very  comprehensive  question.  I 
think  we  can  do  better  work  in  the  navy-yard  than  anybody  outsiae  can.  It  may  cost  a 
little  more,  because,  in  the  first  place,  outside  people  work  ten  hours  and  the  navy-yard  peo- 
ple only  work  eight.  It  is  my  impression  that  a  little  steamer  called  the  Phlox  is  being 
repaired  by  outside  parties  :  the  Tallapoosa  was  repaired  in  Baltimore. 

Q.  Was  not  the  material  got  ready  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Talapoosa  in  the  navy- 
yard  here  at  Washington  ? — A.  I  have  no  certain  knowledge  of  it ;  I  have  heard  that  it  was, 
partially  ;  I  don't  know  to  what  extent. 

Q.  Who  is  repairing  the  Phlox  T — A.  I  donH  know,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  not  grown  up  within  your  observation  a  set  of  men  termed  middle-men,  with 
no  particular  occupation  except  that  of  navy  contractors,  within  the  last  few  years  1 — ^A.  I 
ather  suspect  that  I  hose  middle-men  have  existed  for  the  last  thirty  years.    There  always 
will  be  tnose  people  about  the  Department.    You  cannot  get  rid  of  them.    My  experience 
here  has  been  only  sixteen  months. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  S.  P.  Brown  in  any  regular  business  1 — A.  I  think  not ;  I  know  nothing  of  his 
affairs.     I  think  he  is  a  middle-man — a  purveying  contractor. 

Q.  What  of  A.  H.  Brown,  his  son  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  is  in  any  business  except 
that  of  picking  up  a  contract  whenever  he  can. 

Q.  What  of  George  P.  Goff  ? — A.  I  only  know  him  as  a  very  pleasant  gentleman,  like  young 
men  that  I  saw  occasionally  about  the  bureau.  I  don't  think  I  ever  had  any  business  with 
liim. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cattell,  the  ex-Senator  t~  A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  regular  business  is  he  in  now  /—A.  I  only  know  from  hearsay,  that  he  is  a  floor- 
merchant  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Noblitt  &,  Brown  Y — A.  No,  sir; 
I  have  heard  frequently  of  that  firm,  and  I  have  heard  him  connected  with  the  firm,  but  I 
have  no  know  lea ge  of  the  fact. 

Q.   That  is  the  general  report,  is  it  not  f — A.  I  have  heard  it  so  stated. 

Q.  Noblitt  &,  Brown  obtain  a  large  number  of  contracts  with  the  Nav^  Department  in 
various  bureaus,  do  they  not  T — ^A.  They  fill  a  ^eat  number  of  requisitions  generally,  I 
think,  open-purchase  requisitions.  My  bureau,  since  I  have  been  there,  to  my  recollection, 
has  maae  no  contract  with  Noblitt  &,  Brown,  but  their  names  appear  on  a  great  many 
open-purchase  bills  for  articles  furnished,  amounting,  generally,  to  a  tew  hundred  dollars  a 
requisition — articles  furnished  to  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  bought  by  Mr.  Russell. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  stationed  at  Philadelphia  T — A.  He  has  been  there  since  I  have 
been  at  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  and  was  there  previously.  I  think  I 
have  heard  that  he  has  been  there  four  years,  but  I  am  not  certain. ' 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  or  have  you  any  information  o^  any  instance  in  which 
fee  or  commission  or  reward  or  gift  was  made  to  any  person  connected  with  the  naval  serv- 
ice,  with  the  view  of  influencing  a  contract,  or  such  thing  done  after  a  contract  was  com- 
pleted f — ^A.  I  never  have,  sir,  1  am  happy  to  say. 

Q.  You  k^YQ  no  such  information  f — A.  I  have  no  information.  If  such  a  thing  were 
done,  I  fancy  that  the  gentleman  who  was  the  recipient  of  the  gift,  or  whatever  it  might 
have  been,  would  have  kept  it  very  sacredly  to  himself.    I  never  nave  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  payment  made  for  the  captured  steamer  LouisviUe  f 
— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  the  Clara  Dolson? — ^A.  No;  I  never  have  heard  the  name  or  the  circumstances 
before. 

Q.  Is  there  an  Inspector  of  paints  at  the  navy-yard  in  W^ashington  or  at  the  department  f 
— A.  I  think  not.    I  think  he  was  discharged. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  Probably  two  months  ago. 

Q.  Since  this  Congress  commenced  ? — A.  Either  immediately  before  or  shortly  after. 

Q.  Was  there  any  use  for  him  at  all  f — A.  The  commandant  of  the  navy-yard  told  me 
that  he  was  an  expert  in  paints,  and  that  he  took  great  pleasure  in  his  business,  (I  think  he 
was  something  of  a  chemist, besides,)  and  that  he  was,  to  a  certain  degree,  useful  at  times; 
but  I  cannot  honestly  say  that  I  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  an  inspector  of  paints. 

Q.  What  was  the  salary  he  was  receiving  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  $5  a  day.. 
I  am  not  certain  about  that. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  instance  of  useless  employes,  clerks,  writers,  or  any  other 
nune  by  which  they  may  be  injected  into  the  public  service  7 — ^A.  I  cannot  ^ve  instances. 
I  cftD  only  state  generally,  and  I  give  it  as  the  opinion  of  one  man  only.  I  have  known  of 
instances  where  I  think  an  unnecessary  number  of  clerks  or  writers  was  employed. 

Q.  Owing  to  the  bureau  system  being  carried  into  the  navy-yards,  with  more  or  less  inde- 
pendeoQce  in  each,  and  the  multiplication  of  officers  and  rooms,  with  a  separate  responsibility, 
BO  to  speak,  instead  of  placing  it  upoi^the  commandant,  is  not  the  expense  of  tne  different 
Tsrds  largely  added  to  ? — A.  Undoubtedly ;  but  it  saves,  in  my  judgment,  in  material  and 
rofscility  for  transacting  business,  much  more  than  it  costs.  That  is  my  honest  belief,  from 
my  experience  at  the  navy-yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Q.  Jast  now,  is  there  any  officer  connected  with  the  yards  under  a  bonded  responsibility 
to  the  GoTemment  t — A.  I  think  of  none  but  the  paymaster,  who  is  always  a  bonded  officer. 
Q.  Bat  who  has  no  charge  of  material  f — A.  No,  sir. 

(J.  Prior  to  the  war  there  was  a  bonded  officer,  was  there  not ;  the  naval  storekeeper  ? — 
A.  It  is  my  impression  that  the  storekeeper,  at  that  time  appointed  from  civil  life,  was  a 
bonded  officer.    I  will  not  say  how  much  their  bonds  were  worth. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  material  of  the  Navy,  at  present,  for  war  purposes  f — A.  I 
tliiDk  that  the  wooden  ships  as  destroyers  of  an  enemy's  commerce,  so  far  as  their  hulls  and 
niiing  qualities  are  concerned,  are  equal  to  any  ships  of  the  same  class  in  the  world,  and 
probably  superior.  I  cannot  say  quite  so  much  in  reference  to  their  engines  and  boilers.  I 
don't  think  they  compare  with  either  the  French  or  the  English.  The  iron-clads  for  coast- 
defense  against  an  enemy  not  carrying  very  heavy  g^ns,  are  valuable  vessels.  I  think  they 
He  entirely  unfit  to  go  to  sea,  and  I  thmk  that  against  the  ordnance  of  France,  England,  Ghsr- 
ouj,  Italy,  and  possibly  Spain,  they  are  good  for  nothing.  You  will  find  another  officer 
to  tell  Tou  they  will  whip  any  vessel  in  the  world  ;  but  that  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  In  speed  and  armament,  then,  you  would  say  that  we  were  deficient  f — A.  Undoubt- 
edly. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  eight  sloops-of- war  now  in  course  of  construction  7 — A.  I 
think  the  models  of  the  wooden  ships  that  I  have  seen  are  as  good  as  those  of  any  other 
natioo  in  the  world.     They  are  a  small  vessel,  intended  more  ror  breaking  up  an  enemy's 
conunerce  than  for  attacking  forts,  or,  of  course,  fighting  iron-clads.     The  iron  vessels  are 
almost  beneath  contempt ;  that  is  my  judgment ;  they  go  eight  knots,  when  thirteen  knots, 
at  all  eventa,  should  have  been  accomplished  by  them.     Their  boilers  are  of  such  a  tvpe 
that  when  yon  put  on  sail  to  increase  the  speed,  the  ship  rolls  heavily,  or,  if  the  wind  is 
abeam  it  causes  the  ship  to  heel  very  much,  and  their  boilers  become  so  many  powder* maga- 
rines,  except  that  the  danger  is  greater.    There  is  a  mistake  made  in  the  boilers  of  those  ves- 
sels, in  my  judgment.     I  am  not  an  expert  in  such  matters  and  my  opinion  is  formed  from 
the  opinions  of  officers  who  command  the  ships  ;  from  what  they  have  told  me.    I  don't 
know  it  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  believe  it.     Th6  mistake  was  made  in  the  type  of 
hoiler,  and  in  building  so  many  boilers  of  the  same  type  without  having  first  tried  one  set 
particularly.     The  bottoms  of  iron  ships,  as  you  know,  get  very  foul,  and  they  require  to  be 
docked  every  six  months,  at  least,  in  order  to  preserve  any  speed  at  all.    A  shot  striking  an 
iron  ship  not  only  makes  a  jagged  hole  that  it  seems  impossible  to  stop,  but  it  tears  away 
the  whole  plate  from  its  fiastenings,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  ship  going  down. 
Yon  cannot  stop  such  a  hole  as  that.     That  was  the  case  with  the  Hatteras,  for  instance.    I 
would  never  build  an  iron  ship  unless  it  was  to  be  very  heavily  plated,  as  the  EngUsh  build 
^rs,  and  the  guns  now  have  got  so  far  ahead  of  the  plating  that  a  ship  can  carry  and 
swim,  that  I  anticipate  at  no  very  distant  day  possibly  that  few  iron-clads  will  be  built ;  that 
ihtj  will  come  back  to  the  old  yard-arm  and  yard-arm  business,  except  in  machines  intended 
for  the  protection  of  harbors,  or  coasters  not  intended  to  go  to  sea. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  there  ought  to  be  a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Qovernment  in  the  con- 
structing of  different  types  of  vessels  from  those  eight  sloops?     In  other  words,  what  say 
jou  to  this  policy  indicated  by  your  last  answer — thorough  preparation  for  our  coast-defense 
and  a  return  to  the  wooden  vessel  of  speed,  carrying  improved  armament  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
think  that  is  right.     I  am  very  much  in  favor  also  of  what  I  think  will  be  the  vessel  of  the 
fntore,  the  steam-ram.  1  think  that  among  great  nations  who  have  g^eat  navies,  nations  such 
as  those  of  England,  France,  and  such  as  Germany  is  getting,  in  fleet-actions,  the  fleet  which 
has  the  fastest  and  the  most  impregnable  ram  (with  the  bravest  men  on  board)  will  certainly 
win  the  fight ;  and  I  think  that  rams  will  also  tend  to  drive  off  the  ocean  those  enormous 
aa^l  expensive  iron-clads  that  England  and  Gemiany  are  now  building.     That  was  exem- 
plified the  other  day  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  where  a  slight  touch  from  one  iron-clad  with  her 
spar  sank  another  iron-clad  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  diversion  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  building  of  the  eight  sloops  of  war  to  any  other  purpose  f— A.  No, 
sir,  I  do  not.    That  was  before  I  came  into  the  bureau. 

Q.  But  you  were  in  command  at  Portsmouth  during  the  Vir^iuius  affair;  at  that  time,  to 

yoar  knowledge,  were  not  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  building  of  ^e  eight  sloops  of 

war  diverted  to  the  fitting  or  repairing  of  vessels  for  the  alleged  emergency  f— A.  I  had  no 

«**ns  of  knowing.     We  were  given  so  much  money  a  month ;  where  it  came  from  there 

^ere  no  means  of  our  knowing. 
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Q.  Yon  had  no  directions  to  take  from  one  fund  and  charge  to  another  ? — A.  No,  not  that 
I  ever  neard  of;  /had  no  such  directions, certainly.  That  would  come  from  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Construction,  if  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Danford  : 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  is  the  true  policy  of  this  Government  in  building  vessels  ;  to 
build  them  in  our  own  navy -yards,  superintended  by  our  own  workmen,  or  to  put  them  out 
to  contract? — A.  Welt,  sir,  as  an  old  Navy  officer,  I\^an  have  but  one  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion. I  believe  that  a  ship  built  inside  of  a  navy-yard  will  be  a  better  ship  when  first  built, 
and  will  last  longer,  and  give  more  satisfaction  in  every  way  than  a  ship  built  outside  of  a 
navy-yard. 

Q.  She  will  be  the  cheaper  ship,  although  she  will  cost  more  money  7 — A.  Yes,  sir :  I 
don*t  think  there  is  any  doubt  about  it. 

Q.  Of  the  two  vessels  built  at  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard  when  you  were  commandant 
there,  one  was  built  by  contract,  the  other  in  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  feeling  naturally  was  with  the  one  that  was  being  built  in  the  yard  7 — A.  De- 
cidedly so — strongly. 

By  the  CHAIRMAN : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  patent  articles  bought  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
made  use  off — A.  Notning  officially ;  I  only  know  what  I  heard  Mr.  Wood  say,  that  he  told 
you,  and  that  was  something  in  relation  to  Mr.  Wiard ;  something  for  use  on  a  boiler.  I 
don't  know  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  bought  them ;  I  know  that  they  were  purchased, 
whether  by  the  Secretary  or  Mr.  Wood  J  don't  know. 

Q..  Do  vou  know  of  any  timber  being  received  at  the  yard,  or  in  your  bureau,  in  any 
way,  which  had  been  previously  rejected  ? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  No  instance  of  tnat  kind  occurred  within  your  buieau  f — A.  O,  no. 


Answer  to  questions  relating  to  contracts, 
[Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States. — ^Extracts  from  laws  in  reference  to  contracts.  ] 

Advertisements  for  proposals, — 3fareA2,  1861. — Sec.  3709.~A11  purchases  and  contracts  for 
supplies  or  services,  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Qovemment,  except  for  personal  serv- 
ices, shall  be  made  by  advertising  a  sufficient  time  previously  for  proposals  respecting  the 
same,  when  the  public  exigencies  do  tiot  require  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  articles,  or 
performance  of  the  service.  When  immediate  delivery  or  performance  is  required  by  the 
public  exigency,  the  articles  or  service  required  may  be  procured  by  open  purchase  or  con- 
tract at  the  places  and  in  the  manner  in  which  such  articles  are  usually  bought  and  sold,  or 
such  services  engaged  between  individuals. 

Naval  supplies  to  be  furnished  by  contract, — March  3,  1843 ;  September  28, 1850 ;  August  5, 
1854,  and  April  17,  1866. — Sec.  3718. — All  provisions,  clothing,  hemp,  and  other  maiterials 
of  every  name  and  nature,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  and  the  transportation  thereof,  when  time 
will  permit,  shall  be  furnished  bv  contract  by  the  lowest  bidder,  asioUows:  In  the  case  of 
provisions,  clothing,  hemp,  and  other  materials,  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy  shall  adver- 
tise, once  a  week  for  at  least  four  weeks,  in  one  or  more  of  tho  principal  papers  pub- 
lished in  the  place  where  such  articles  are  to  be  furnished,  for  sealed  proposals  for  fumisning 
the  same,  or  tne  whole  of  any  particular  classes  thereof,  specifying  the  classes  of  materials  ana 
referring  bidders  to  the  several  chiefs  of  bureaus,  who  will  famish  them  with  printed  sched- 
ules, giving  a  full  description  of  each  and  every  article,  with  dates  of  delivery,  and  so  forth. 
In  the  case  of  transportation  of  such  articles,  he  shall  advertise  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five 
days.  All  such  proposals  shall  be  kept  sealed  until  the  day  specified  in  such  advertisement 
for  opening  the  same,  when  they  shall  be  opened  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  officer 
making  such  advertisement,  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two  persons.  The  person  offering  to 
furnish  any  class  of  such  articles,  and  giving  satisfactory  security  for  the  performance  thereof, 
under  a  forfeiture  not  exceeding  twice  the  contract-price  in  case  of  failure,  shall  receive  a 
contract  for  furnishing  the  same.  * 

Guarantee  of  bid,— August  10,  1846. — Sec.  37l9.~£very  proposal  for  naval  snpplies 
invited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  acoompaniea  by 
a  written  guarantee,  signed  by  one  or  more  responsible  personsi  to  the  effect  that  oe  or  they 
undertake  that  the  bidder,  if  his  bid  is  accepted,  will,  at  such  time  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  prive  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  furnish  the 
supplies  proposed ;  and  no  proposal  shall  be  considered  unless  accompanied  by  such  guar- 
antees.    If,  after  the  acceptance  of  a  proposal,  and  the  notification  thereof  to  the  bidder,  h» 
fails  to  give  such  bond  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secre^ 
tary  shall  proceed  to  contract  with  some  other  person  for  furnishing  the  supplies,  and  shal^ 
forthwith  cause  the  difference  between  the  amount  contained  in  the  proposal  so  guaranteed 
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ind  the  amoant  for  which  he  maj  have  contracted  for  furnishing  the  supplies  for  the  whole 
pehod  of  the  proposal,  to  be  charged  np  against  the  hidder  and  his  guarantor ;  and  the  same 
may  be  immediately  recovered  by  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department,  in 
an  action  of  debt  against  either  or  all  ot  such  persons.  ' 

Record  of  bid  and  report  to  Congress, — Jlilareh  3,  1843.— Sec.  3720. — All  such  proposals  for 
airal  supplies  shall  be  preserved  and  recorded,  and  reported  by  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy 
to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  every  regular  session.  The  report,  shall  contain  a 
schedule  embracing  the  offers  and  classes,  indicating  such  as  have  been  accepted.  In  case 
of  s  failure  to  supply  the  articles  or  to  perform  the  work  by  the  person  entering  into  such 
Qontract,  he  and  his  sureties  shall  be  liable  for  the  forfeiture  specified  in  such  contract  as 
liquidated  damages,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

mmt  bids  maff  he  r^jecUd.— March  3,  1863.— Sec.  3722.— The  chief  of  any  bureau  of  the 
Navy  Department,  in  contracting  for  naval  supplies,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reject  the  offer 
of  way  person  who,  as  principal  or  surety,  has  been  a  defaulter  in  any  previous  contract 
with  the  Navy  Department.  Parties  who  have  made  default  as  principals  or  sureties  in 
uij  former  contract  shall  not  be  received  as  sureties  on  other  contracts,  nor  shall  the  eo- 
pmners^  of  any  firm  be  received  as  sureties  for  such  firm  or  for  each  other ;  nor  in  con- 
tnets  with  the  same  bureau  shall  one  contractor  be  received  as  surety  for  another. 

£rery  contract  shall  require  the  delivery  of  a  specified  quantity,  and  no  bids  having  nom- 
inal or  fictitious  prices  shall  be  considered.  If  more  than  one  bid  be  offered  by  any  one 
MTtv  bv  or  in  the  name  of  his  or  their  clerk,  partner,  or  other  person,  all  such  bids  mav 
be  rejected  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  received  as  a  contractor  who  is  not  a  manufacturer  o/, 
or  reg:ular  dealer  in,  the  articles  which  he  ofiers  to  supply.  All  persons  offering  bids  shall 
btre  the  right  to  be  present  when  the  bids  are  opened  and  inspect  the  same. 

R^eetion  of  exctssive  btds.^July  4,  1864. — Sec.  3724. — Where  articles  are  advertised  and 
bid  for  m  classes,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  any  one  or  more  arti- 
cIm  ippear  to  be  bid  for  at  excessive  or  unreasonable  prices,  exceeding  ten  per  centum 
abore  toeir  fsdr  market- value,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  reject  such  bid. 

Home  wtanwfactures  to  be  preferred.  ^September  2H,  1850.— ^ EC.  3728. — ^The  Secretary  of 
tbe  Navy,  in  making  contracts  and  purchases  of  articles  for  naval  purposes,  shall  give  the 
preference,  all  other  things,  including  price  and  quality,  being  equal,  to  articles  of  the 
rrowtb,  production,  and  manufscture  of  the  United  States.  In  purchasing  fuel  for  the 
NtTj,  or  for  naval  stations  and  yards,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  snail  have  power  to  dis- 
erimioate  and  purchase,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper,  that  kind  of  fuel  which 
ii  best  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  used. 

BtUnqmiskment  of  reservations  on  deliveries,^  June  17,  1844.— Sec.  3730.— The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  may  relinquish  and  pay  all  reservations  of  ten  per  ceiUum  upon  deliveries  made 
utder  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department,  where  these  reservations  nave  arisen  and  the 
eoDtracts  have  been  afterwards  extended,  or  where  the  contracts  have  been  completed 
after  the  time  of  delivery,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Department,  or  where  the  con- 
tracts  have  been  dissolved  by  the  like  consent,  or  have  been  terminated,  or  an  extension 
thereof  has  been  prevented  by  operation  of  law,  where  no  injury  has  been  sustained  by  the 
public  service. 

Contracts  iimited  to  one  year, — July  15,  1870. — Sec.  3735. — It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
of  the  Executive  Departments  to  make  contracts  for  stationery  or  other  supplies  for  a 
ioQjrer  term  than  one  year  from  the  time  the  contract  is  made. 

The  foregoing  extracts  show  the  laws  in  reference  to  the  method  by  which  materials  for 
the  Navy  Department  and  its  bureaus  are  to  be  procured  ;  and  it  is  suggested  that  these 
laws  are  defective,  incomplete,  and  not  mandatory. 

•  Sec.  3709  provides  that  **all  purchases  and  contracts  for  supplies  in  any  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government  shall  be  made  by  advertising  a  sufficient  time  previously  for 
proposals,  when  the  public  exigencies  do  not  require  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  articles  ; 
iBd  when  immediate  delivery  is  required  they  may  be  procured  by  open  purchase  in  the 
Buuier  in  which  such  articles  are  usually  bought  and  sold." 
The  first  provision  of  this  section  is  that  the  purchases  or  contracts  shall  be  made  by 
"  idvertising  a  sufficient  time,  when  the  public  exigencies  of  the  service  do  not  require 
the  immediate  delivery  of  the  article."    Now,  who  is  to  determine  what  is  a  **  sufficient 
time?'*    Certainly  the  head  of  the  Department;  and  he  may  say  one  day,  one  week,  or 
BWDth,  or  a  longer  time,  and  the  cost  of  the  advertisements  may  exceed  the  cost  of  the 
articles,  for  there  is  no  limit.     Again,  who  is  to  decide  whether  '*  the  public  exigencies  re- 
^Qiie  the  immediate  delivery  "  or  notf    Certainly  the  head  of  the  Department,  and  he  may 
wcide  that,  in  all  cases,  immediate  delivery  is  required  by  the  public  exigencies,  and  thus 
tboipr  all  purchases  for  labor  or  materials  into  "  open  purchase  or  contract  in  the  manner 
Ui  which  such  articles  are  usually  bought  and  sold."    And  what  is  the  manner  in  which 
wcH  articles  are  bought  and  sold  f    Why,  the  purchaser  buys  from  whomever  he  pleases, 
»nA  on  the  terms  which  he  considers  most  favorable.    Thus  this  law  may  be  made  inopera- 
tive »o  far  as  the  productiock  of  any  good  effect  is  concerned. 
Sec.  3718  prescribes  that  all  articles  shall  be  furnished  by  the  lowest  bidder,  and  describes 
t^maanei  in  which  contracts  shall  be  made ;  and  it  requires,  when  the  time  will  permit, 
"ttt  advertisements  shall  be  issued  **  once  a  week  for  at  least  four  weeks,  in  one  or  more  of 
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the  principal  papers  published  in  the  place  where  such  articles  are  to  be  furnished/*  &.C.,  and 
that  printed  schedules,  ^ivin^  a  full  aescription  of  each  and  every  article,  with  dates  of 
delivery,  shall  be  furnisned  bidders.  The  proposals  shall  be  kept  sealed  until  the  day  speci- 
fied, when  they  shall  be  opened,  &c.  The  person  offeriuf!^  to  furnish  any  class  of  such  arti- 
cles and  giving  satisfactory  security  shall  receive  the  contract. 

The  exact  compliance  with  this  section  operates  very  disadvantageously  to  this  bureau, 
because  all  appropriations  for  improvements  at  navy -yards  are  special,  and  it  cannot  be 
known  what  particular  kinds  and  quantities  of  materials  will  be  required  until  the  appropri- 
ations are  actually  made.  Now,  in  case  of  long  sessions,  our  appropriations  are  rarely  made 
before  the  first  of  July,  and  sometimes  much  later. 

The  first  step  is  to  notify  the  different  navy-yards  of  the  allotments,  and  to  call  for  sched- 
ules of  materials  reauired.  The  preparation  of  these  schedules  requires  at  least  one  month  ; 
they  are  sent  to  the  bureau  for  revision,  and  then  to  the  Public  Pnnter,  as  required  by  law. 
The  printing  of  these  schedules  requires  at  least  one  month,  and  frequently  a  longer  time. 
The  law  then  requires  an  advertisement  of  four  weeks,  so  that  after  the  appropriations  are 
made,  at  least  three  months  are  consumed  before  contracts  are  made,  and  another  month  will 
pass  before  any  considerable  quantity  of  building-materials  are  delivered ;  thus  four  months 
are  consumed,  and  we  are  not  prepared,  in  years  of  long  sessions,  to  commence  active  oper- 
ations in  constructing  large  works  until  about  the  first  of  November,  after  the  best  part  of 
the  working-season  is  past.  The  only  mode  of  avoiding  this  difficulty  under  the  law  is  to 
take  advantage  of  the  clause  "when  time  will  permit,'  and  make  all  purchases  in  open 
market,  which  would  seem  to  be  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

Sec.  3719  prescribes  the  form  of  guarantee  required  and  the  mode  of  making  the  con- 
tracts, and  that  if  the  accepted  bidder  shall  fail  to  ^ive  the  required  bond,  '^  the  Secretaiy 
shall  proceed  to  contract  with  some  other  person  tor  furnishing  the  supplies,"  and  shall 
charge  the  difference  between  the  first  bid  and  the  actual  cost  against  the  bidder  and  his 
guarantors,  which  difference  may  be  recovered  by  the  United  States  in  an  action  of  debt 
against  the  parties.  The  section  appears  vague  and  indefinite ;  it  does  not  specify  who  that 
**  other  person  "  shall  be — whether  it  shall  be  the  next  lowest  bidder,  the  highest  bidder,  an 
intermediate  bidder,  or  some  other  party.  It  is  suggested  that  the  law  should  specify  to 
whom  the  contract  should  be  given. 

Sections  3720, 3722, 3724, 3728, 3730,  and  3735  are  enforced. 

It  is  snggested  that,  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  the  public  business  and  enforcing 
economy  in  the  expenditure  for  advertising,  the  time  for  advertising  be  reduced  to  ten  days ; 
that  the  advertisements  be  confined  to  the  two  papers  having  the  largest  circulation  at  the 
place  of  the  yard  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered,  and  that  the  advertisements  shall  be 
issued  five  alternate  days  in  such  papers,  and  that  payment  shall  not  be  made  for  adver- 
tisements in  any  other  papers. 

If  the  process  of  work  at  the  Government  Printing-Office  be  such  as  to  delay  the  printing 
of  schedules  for  annual  supplies,  the  Department  be  allowed  to  have  them  printed  at  some 
private  establishment.  It  the  lowest  bidder  is  known  to  be  unreliable  and  his  prices  are 
Delow  the  market  value,  allow  the  Department  to  select  from  other  bidders  one  known  to  be 
reliable  and  responsible,  and  whose  prices  are  reasonable. 

When  an  open-purchase  requisition  is  made  upon  the  Department  or  any  of  its  bureaus, 
and  the  total  estimated  cost  ot  the  articles  exceeds  $1,000,  it  shall  be  sent  to  the  nearest 
purchasing  paymaster,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  advertise  for  proposals  in  two  papers  hav- 
ing the  largest  circulation  for  six  days — three  times  in  each  paperr-the  advertisement  to 
state  the  kinds  of  articles  required  without  going  into  details,  ana  the  bidders  to  be  referred 
to  the  navy-yard  or  pay-office  for  information.  If  we  were  near  enough  to  the  millenium, 
I  would  suggest  that  the  papers  should  be  of  opposite  politics,  that  everybody  should  have 
a  fair  chance  of  seeing  the  advertisement  and  of  bidding.  If  we  were  obliged  to  advertise 
for  every  article  costing  $500,  or  less,  in  all  the  papers  which  consider  they  nave  a  right  to 
Government  patronage,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  advertising  might  cost  more  than 
the  articles  advertised.  I  sincerely  hope  that  all  advertising,  except  for  some  great  work  of 
national  interest,  may  be  confined  to  two  papers  of  largest  circulation  in  the  city  in  which 
the  navy-yard  is  situated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   C.  HOWELL, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee  House  of  Representatives, 
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KiTTERY,  Me.,  March   15,  1876. 
Jonathan  Youkg  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion.  What  is  your  office,  and  what  duty  are  you  performing  t — Answer.  I  am  captain 

in  tbe  United  States  Navy.     I  am  performing  the  duties  of  captain  of  the  yard. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here  t — A.  I  have  been  attached  to  this  yard  since  the  25th 

of  March,  1874. 
Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  the  employment  of  laborers  on  this  yard  7 — 

A.  Y»,  sir ;  so  far  as  the  general  routine  is  concerned,  making  reauisitions  for  laborers,  &c. 
Q.  When  labor  is  wanteid  how  Is  it  procured  7 — A.  When  Mot  is  wanted,  a  requisition  is 

mtdeoitt  by  tbe  bead  of  the  department  requiring  it,  and  approved  by  the  commandant. 
Q.  And  then  be  sends  it  where?— A.  He  approves  it,  and  sends  it  back  to- the  department, 

aod  the  men  are  taken  on. 
Q.  Without  any  authority  from  Washing^n  7 — A.  Always  on  authority  from  Washington, 

of  course. 
Q.  Where  does  it  originate  7   For  instance,  the  Bureau  of  Construction  wants  labor,  does 

itinake  a  requisition  for  it,  which  is  approved  by  the  commandant,  and  then  is  it  forwarded 

to  Washington,  and  does  the  bureau  there  authorize  the  employment  of  the  labor  7 — A. 

Not  unless  it  is  some  unusual  employment.   In  tbe  ordinary  course,  if  they  want  two  or 

three  laborers,  a  requisition  is  made  out  by  the  head  of  tbe  department,  approved  by  the  com- 

mindant,  and  then  the  head  of  the  department  employs  the  men  ;  but  where  any  unusual  force 

is  required,  it  is  referred  to  the  bureau  in  order  that  they  may  provide  the  amount  of  money  that 

iitobe  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  men,  and  the  bureau  approves  or  disapproves 

M  they  see  fit 
Q.  Since  you  have  been  here  do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  persons  have  been  em- 

pioyeu  by  the  bureau  at  Washington  without  being  asked  for  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  several. 

I  cannot  particularize,  but  there  are  on  the  files  in  the  commandant's  office,  orders  which 

hare  come  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  take  on  men. 
Q.  Do  such  orders  come  more  frequently  before  election  tban  at  any  other  time  f — A.  I 

doo't  know  that  they  do.   It  is  almost  a  weekly  occurrence,  that  an  order  comes  from  the  chief 

of  the  bureau  to  take  on  so  and  so. 

Q.  Why  does  the  order  come  from  Washington  1  Why  do  they  send  you  orders  to  take 
on  laborers  when  you  have  not  asked  for  them  f-^A.  That  I  don't  know.  I  only  know  we 
get  the  order,  and  we  have  to  obey  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  drawing  pay  in  this  navy-yard  who  performs  no  service 
bere  I—A.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  is  on  two  pay-rolls,  drawing  pay  from  two  different 
departments,  for  instance  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  of  any  kind  in  the  naval  service,  here  or  elsewhere  7 — A. 
Well,  there  are  a  great  many  abuses  that  have  crept  in  during  the  last  few  years.  In  the 
first  place,  the  officers  of  tbe  yard  have  almost  entirely  lost  control  of  the  jard  ;  they  are 
controlled  entirely  by  the  bureaus  in  Washington.  lu  mauy  instances  irregularities  come  to 
the  notice  of  the  commandant  and  other  officers  of  the  yard ;  the  thing  is  referred  to  Washing- 
ton, and  very  generally  they  are  not  supported  as  they  should  be.  In  matters  that  seem  to 
them  right  and  proper,  and  calculated  to  economize  and  to  run  the  yard  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  Government,  they  are  more  frequently  overruled  than  sustained  in  their  decisions. 
For  instance,  a  contractor  comes  to  a  yard  and  wants  to  put  on  certain  things ;  tbe  officer 
of  tbe  department  may  object  to  them  on  the  ground  that  they  do  not  come  up  to  the  con- 
tract. It  is  a  frequent  occurrence  that  contractors,  when  they  find  that  their  goods  are  to 
be  complained  of  as  not  of  proper  quality,  make  the  threat  that  they  will  go  to  Washing- 
ton and  have  it  fixed  up,  and  sometimes  they  make  the  threat  that  they  will  have  that  offi- 
cer detached,  and  sent  away  from  the  yard,  leading  him  to  believe  that  he  holds  his  posi- 
tion at  their  dictation.  Then  it  frequently  happens  that  after  things  are  rejected  absolutely, 
>n  order  comes  to  receive  them.  I  think  you  will  find  that  that  has  occurred  at  this  yard ; 
I  know  it  has  at  others,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  it  places  an  officer  in  a  very  uncom 
&Ttable  position.  For  instance,  there  has  not  been  a  naval  constructor  here  for  some 
T^rs  who  has  felt  perfectly  safe  in  his  position,  and  felt  that  he  could  do  the  right  and 
honest  thing  and  not  suffer  by  so  doing.  Why  t  Because  he  would  incense  some  con- 
tractor or  influential  person,  and  he  dreads  his  influence.    There  was  one  engineer  turned 

ont  of  the  Boston  yard  when  I  was  there,  merely  because  he  would  not  do  as  those  men 

Rqnired  him  to  do.     So  he  said. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Don't  the  officers  stand  more  in  fear  of  what  we  may  call  the  politicians  than  they  do 
of  tbe  contractors  7 — A.  O,  the  contractors  do  their  work  through  them.  Of  course  the 
contractors  can  do  little  of  themselves.  I  say  this  has  crept  in  the  last  few  years,  and  it 
takta  away  from  the  independence  of  the  officers.  Of  course  they  begin  to  argue  with 
themselves  thus  :  **  I  have  a  family;  I  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  moving  to  the  yard, 
Httting  down,  Slc     Now  so  and  so  threatens  to  have  me  detached  unless  I  do  something 
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that  he  wants  me  to  do.  It  is  in  violation  of  my  conscience/'  &c.  A  man  has  got  to  be 
very  strong-minded  to  say,  "  I  will  do  so  and  so ;  jou  may  do  just  as  you  please  ;  you  may 
send  me  out  of  this  yard  to-morrow,  if  you  please,  but  I  will  do  what  1  think  right." 

Q.  How  will  the  contractor  carry  out  his  threat? — A.  He  will  go  to  Washington  and  see 
some  Senator,  or  Representative,  and  tell  him  that  this  officer  is  a  very  disagreeable  fellow, 
ib  not  liked  by  the  people  round,  and  is  standing  in  the  way  of  duties  to  be  performed  ;  or 
that  he  is  a  coarse  or  ill-natured  man.  Then  they  will  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  the 
Secretary  hears  only  one  side  of  it,  and  the  consequence  is  that  that  officer  is  detached.  If 
he  asks  the  reason  why,  he  will  hear  from  the  Department,  *'You  are  not  the  right  kind  of 
a  man  to  get  along  there ;  you  are  too  unreasonable,"  and  statements  of  that  kind,  or  receive 
no  explanation.  The  complaint  may  be  true  in  some  cases,  but  in  many  it  is  not.  Now, 
knowing  this,  it  is  nothing  unusual  to  hear  a  man  say,  "Well,  I  am  going  to  do 'what  I 
think  right ;  I  don't  care  if  they  send  me  out  to-morrow.'* 

Q.  If  a  man  stands  by  the  Government,  up  and  down,  in  trying  to  do  his  duty,  he  does  it 
at  the  peril  of  being  removed  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  it  is  felt  throughout  the  whole  Navy. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  men  who  have  endeavored  faithftiUy  to  discharge 
their  duty,  and  reported  some  abuse  or  something  of  that  kind,  have  been  ordered  to  sea  T^A. 
I  cannot  particularize,  but  I  know  that  a  great  many  instances  of  that  kind  have  occurred. 
I  know  that  officers  have  been  detached  from  yards  after  being  thero  only  a  short  time,  and 
nothing  against  them  at  all.  If  you  tried  them  by  court-martial  to-morrow,  you  could  not 
prove  that  they  were  anything  bat  honorable,  upright,  consclent'o  is  officers.  Bat  still,  as 
they  say,  they  don't  suit. 

Q*  Are  the  same  influences  brought  to  bear  on  the  employment  of  persons  in  the  yard  as 
laborers  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  foreman  is  very  careful ;  he  does  nothing  that  will  incur  the 
displeasure  of  people  of  influence  outside.  He  is  very  careful,  and  very  much  afraid  of 
doing  it.  For  instance,  if  I  had  an  order  to-morrow  to  discharge  part  of  my  force,  in  addi- 
tion to  my  duties  as  captain  of  the  yard — I  am  equipment-officer — I  will  send  down  to  the 
foreman  sail-maker,  for  instance,  and  tell  him,  "I  want  to  discharge  four  of  your  men;"  di- 
recting him  to  keep  the  best  men,  men  who  have  performed  valuable  service,  giving  the 
preference,  according  to  law,  to  those  who  have  served  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  provided 
other  things  are  equal.  Well,  he  is  exceedingly  nervous  about  it.  I  send  for  him  and  talk 
with  him  about  it;  he  don't  like  to  recommend  ;  he  would  rather  leave  it  to  me,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.  I  know  the  reason  why.  The  man  whose  place  he  took  was  a  splendid  fore- 
man, and  is  now  the  leader.  He,  the  present  foreman,  is  afraid  somebody  will  get  his  place. 
So  there  is  an  uncertainty  about  it  1  hey  do  not  know  how  long  they  will  remain  there. 
It  is  no  matter  how  excellent  they  are,  they  are  not  sure  from  one  month  to  the  other,  or  from 
one  day  to  the  other,  that  they  are  going  to  remain. 

Q.  Has  it  oeen  customary  for  the  Department,  for  political  reasons,  to  remove  skillful  me- 
chanics and  others,  and  put  in  unskillml  ones,  that  they  may  serve  political  ends  by  it  7 — A. 
That  has  been  done,  but  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  purely  for  political  ends 

Q.  Have  you  had  skillful  laborers  removed  and  unskillful  ones  put  in  their  places  ? — A. 
0,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  to  submit  to  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  wo  have  to  submit 

Q.  You  do  not  feel  that  you  could  safely  say  to  the  Department  at  Washington,  *This 
is  detrimental  to  the  public  service  f " — A.  An  officer  would  incur  the  risk  of  getting  into 
bad  odor  if  he  did,  and  might  be  detached  from  the  yard. 

Q.  I  say  you  do  not  feel  safe  in  doing  it  7 — A.  No,  sir,  we  do  not  feel  safe. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  being  employed  in  this  yard  with  the  understanding 
that  they  are  to  vote  a  particular  ticket,  or  use  their  influence  for  its  success  t — ^A.  I  don  t 
know. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  of  them  say  so  ? — A.  I  have  heard  men  say  so,  of  course. 

Q.  You  have  heard  men  who  were  employed  here  say  so  7 — A.  I  have  heard  so,  and  that 
is  the  general  impression. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  Government  who  has  given  any  considera- 
tion in  money  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  for  ftny  position,  or  any  benefit  to 
be  derived  thereby? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  Nothing  of  the  kind  has  come  under  my  obser- 
vation. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  contractor,  or  other  person  not  connected  with  the  Navy, 
who  has  given  any  money  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  to  any  person  con- 
nected with  the  Navy  for  the  procurement  of  any  contract  or  other  benefit  from  the  Govern- 
ment t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  connected  with  the  Government  who  has  received  any 
money  or  propeity,  or  present,  for  the  procurement  of  any  office,  or  any  contract,  or  any 
benefit  to  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service,  either  as  ofiicer,  contractor  or  em- 
ploy6  ? — A.  Nothing  of  that  kind  has  ever  come  under  my  observation. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  a  person  make  any  admissions  of  that  kind— that  ho  had  given 
so  and  so,  to  get  thus  and  so  1 — A.  No.  I  never  have,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  fraudulent  or  improper  removal  of  any  of  the  arms,  munitions,  ox 
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Biterial  for  ■hip-building' — toole,  or  property  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  Government  t — 
A.  Nothing  that  I  can  say  is  fraudnlent.    There  are  things  which  I  consider  improper. 
For  instance,  the  breaking  up  of  this  fine-engine.    There  was  an  order  to  build  one  of  those 
Urge  steam-sloops,  the  Illinois,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Alabama.     She  was  to  catch  anything,  and  be  able  to  run  away  from  anything.     Well, 
after  the  war,  she  was  fonnd  to  be  rotten,  just  as  this  iron-clad  is — built  of  white-oak  tim- 
ber—and they  detetmined  to  break  her  up.    There  was  an  engine  contracted  for,  and  paid 
fcf,  which  cost  about  $300,000 — a  magnificent  engine.    It  was  an  engine  which,  if  you  put 
it  into  the  Lancaster,  if  they  are  going  to  rebuild  her,  would  make  her  a  much  finer  and 
fuier  ship,  and  more  efficient  in  every  wa^,  than  she  can  be  with  the  old  engine  in  her. 
Tbey  baa,  at  the  same  time,  the  engine  of'^the  iron-clad  Massachusetts  ;  and  in  order  to  pro- 
ted  tlwin  they  went  to  the  expense  of  putting  a  building  over  them,  securing  them  perfectly 
from  the  weather  and  from  any  any  deterioration.     They  remained  there  until  a  few  months 
ifo,  when  a  board  of  steam-engineers  came  on  from  Washington,  authorized  to  inspect  all 
these  yards,  and  report  all  material  on  hand,  &.C.,  and  recommend  that  it  be  sold  or  re- 
tained.   They  lookc^d  at  that  engine,  and  recommended  that  it  be  sold  for  old  iron,  and  it 
WM  lold,  to  whom  I  do  not  know.    Of  course,  the  yard,  as  usual,  afforded  the  facilities  for 
RfDOTing  it ;  that  is,  one  of  the  yard-teams  were  used — I  do  not  know  that  the  yard-teams 
were  not  charged — and  certain  men.    They  hauled  it  off  and  broke  it  to  pieces. 
Q.  Did  the  Uovemment  people  break  it  T — A.   No,  sir ;  their  own  people  broke  it. 
Q.  It  was  sold  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  sold. 
Q.  At  private  sale  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understand  at  private  sale. 

Q-  Do  you  know  what  it  brought? — A.  I  have  no  idea.  They  say  it  brought  half  a  cent 
apoaod  or  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound,  or  something  of  that  sort.  It  was  broken  up,  carted 
down  to  the  wharf,  and  two  schooners  came  and  thev  took  off  part  of  it  and  left  the  rest. 
The  crank  is  now  down  on  the  end  of  the  wharf,  and  the  shafting  lies  outside  the  house  from 
which  it  was  taken,  uncalled  for.  A  good  deal  of  the  iron  is  still  here  and  may  never  be 
called  for. 

Q.  Was  it  all  broken  up  or  only  a  portion  of  itf — A.  A  portion  of  it  was  broken,  a  por- 
tion taken  away  intact.     For  instance,  there  was  a  pump  and  a  donkey-engine  combined. 
I  ioppose  it  cost  $1,500  or  $2,000.    That  was  put  on  board  the  schooner  just  as  it  was  taken 
oat  of  the  bouse,  and  sent  to  Boston  intact. 
Q.  Wwe  the  cylinders  broken  up  ? — A.  The  cylinders  were  broken  up, 
Q.  Do  you  remember  who  purcnased  that  engine  7 — A.  I  don't  know.    The  steam-engi- 
■eer  can  inform  you.    Now,  the  trouble  is  this :  They  have  thrown  aside  those  engines  and 
hare  adopted  the  compound-engine  in  the  service.   The  latter  is  an  experiment,  and  it  is  not 
settled  to-day  whether  those  engines  will  remain  in  the  Navy  six  months  or  two  years 
ioDger.    They  are  high-pressure ;  they  carry  seventy  or  eighty  pounds  of  steam,  and  in  an 
engagement  if  one  of  those  boilers  should  be  perforated  with  a  shot  it  would  ruin  the  ship, 
and  create  terrible  havoc  in  the  fire  and  engine  rooms.    They  do  very  well  in  a  merchant- 
ihip. 

Q.  Who  has  recommended  the  adoption  of  those  <;ompound-engines  f — A.  Mr.  Wood,  en- 
fineer-in-chief. 

Q.  Did  he  report  in  favor  of  the  destruction  of  this  old  engine  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  en- 
|iBe«r-in-chief,  and  it  all  goes  through  him  and  is  done  with  his  approval.  But  you  would 
find  TMT  few  engineers  stationed  at  the  yards  who  would  approve  of  it. 

Q.  What  would  it  cost  to  build  an  engine  of  equal  p^ower  7 — A.  It  would  cost  about 
t30U,OOO. 

Q.  If  it  was  one  of  those  compound-engines  would  it  be  as  good  f — A.  I  don't  think  it 
would  for  a  vessel  of  war.    For  naval  purposes,  I  would  rather  have  one  old  direct-acting 
engine  than  a  compound-engine. 
Q.  It  had  never  been  used— never  been  in  the  hull  of  a  vessel  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  became  of  the  engine  of  the  Massachusetts  T — A.  It  is  in  the  house.  The  same 
house  covered  both  of  them.  They  took  out  one  engine  and  broke  it  up ;  the  other  remains 
there. 

Q.  Were  they  not  both  alike  1—A.  No,  sir,  they  were  not.  The  Massachusetts  has  a 
doable-screw;  but  they  were  very  much  the  same— direct-action  engines,  not  conipound. 

Q.  What  was  the  weight  of  that  engine,  probably  T— A.  I  have  no  idea,  sir.  Well,  there 
was  not  an  officer  in  this  yard  who  did  not  feel  heart-sick  when  he  saw  that  magnificent  en- 
eine  broken  up.  Mr.  Macomb  went  round  here  like  a  wild  man,  so  to  speak,  for  two  or 
wee  ^ys.    But  he  couldn't  do  anything. 

By  Mr.  Jokes  : 
Q.  By  whom  are  these  compound-engines  made  ? — A.  Woodward  &  Co.    They  failed, 
^d  have  been  struggling  along  trying  to  get  an  engine  for  this  Enterprise. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  hull  of  the  Illinois  was  in  such  condition  that  it  could  not  be 
'fepairedt— A.  O,  yes,  sir ;  she  wasn't  worth  launchiuff ;  they  tore  her  all  down. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  the  timbers  7— A.  I  thiuR  some  of  them  were  utilized  in  the 
^«rd,  the  deck-planking,  &c.  The  balance  was  sawed  up  and  used  for  wood  about  the  yard. 
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Q.  When  was  the  engine  broken  up  ? — A.  The  engine  was  broken  up  within  the  last  five 
or  six  months. 

Q.  The  Illinois  was  torn  down  two  or  three  years  ago  7 — A.  Four  years  ago  she  was  torn 
down,  in  the  Franklin  ship-house. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  breaking  up  of  the  Ohio  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  com- 
mand of  her  just  before  I  came  here,  and  she  was  all  right  then,  but  very  rotten  and  worth- 
less. A  very  singular  thing  occurred  at  the  Boston  yard,  which  I  thought  a  gpneat  shame 
at  the  time :  there  was  a  lot  of  men  taken  into  the  yard,  and  I  don't  think  there  was  anything 
particular  for  them  to  do ;  so  they  set  them  at  work  breaking  up  the  Virginia,  a  line-of-bat> 
tie  ship  that  was  on  the  stocks.  She  was  built  of  liye-oak  timber,  and  was  as  sound  as  the 
first  day  that  the  timber  was  put  into  her. 

Q.  Where  and  when  was  that  donef — A.  At  Boston,  in  the  summer  of  1873.  She  was 
exactly  the  same  kind  of  ship  that  the  Ohio  was. 

Q.  How  long  had  she  been  in  the  service  f — A.  She  had  never  been  launched :  she  was 
built  and  planked,  all  ready  for  launching,  or  nearly  so. 

Q.  And  then  they  tore  her  up  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  put  those  men  at  work,  sawed  her  in 
sections,  and  broke  her  up,  partly  only.  The  wors  stopped  all  at  once ;  the  excuse  for 
breaking  her  up  was  that  they  wanted  the  room  in  the  ship-house  to  build  another  ship  ; 
they  put  on  about  four  hundred  men,  and  worked  on  her  until  they  got  down  to  the  orlop 
decK,  when  the  men  were  discharged,  and  the  work  ceased  ;  there  the  ship  stands  to-day, 
occupying  as  much  room  in  the  snip-house  as  she  did  before  they  commenceJ  to  break  her 
up. 

Q.  That  was  done  just  before  an  election  in  Massachusetts,  wasn't  it  f— -A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I 
was  informed. 

Q.  The  cause  of  the  sudden  discharge  of  all  those  men  and  the  stoppage  of  work  was  the 
passing  of  the  election  7 — A.  I  can't  say ;  I  did  not  go  to  the  yard  until  Noyember,  after 
the  ship  had  been  cut  to  pieces,  but  the  officers  of  the  yard  said  so ;  that  was  the  report.  I 
don't  know  whether  that  was  so  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Burleiuh  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  Virginia  was  constructed  1 — A.  I^he  was  constructed  fifty 
or  sixty  years  ago,  but  the  Goyemment  had  plenty  of  ships  of  her  class  afloat,  and  they  kept 
her  there  waiting  to  launch  her  when  she  was  needed.  The  introduction  of  steam  in  toe 
Nayy,and  the  change  in  models,  placed  her  out  of  date  as  a  cruising  vessel,  but  she  was 
just  the  ship  to  launch  to  take  the  place  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  rotten  and  worthless,  while 
she  was  peitectly  sound,  and  would  have  been  useful  for  the  next  twenty  or  thirty  years. 
She  was  Duilt  of  live-oak,  and  was  a  magnificent  vessel. 

Q.  Could  they  not  have  built  a  new  ship  for  the  money  that  it  would  have  cost  to  fit  her 
up  f — A.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  want  to  fit  tier  up  for  a  cruising  vessel  ;  she  would  not  have 
answered  for  that  at  all ;  but  for  the  same  money  it  cost  to  tear  her  to  pieces,  or  a  little  more, 
they  could  have  launched  her,  and  put  her  in  place  of  the  Ohio 

Q.  Have  you  not  plenty  of  ships  for  those  purposes  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  on  a  receiving-ship 
you  sometimes  have  1,500  or  2,000  men,  and  the  modem-built  ships  are  not  so  good  as  ships 
of  the  Virginia  class. 

Q.  Would  not  the  Lancaster  be  a  very  good  ship  for  that  f — A.  No,  sir ;  she  would  not 
hold  the  same  number  of  men  ;  if  you  put  seven,  eight,  or  nine  hundred  men  on  board  of 
her  she  would  be  crowded ;  the  Virginia  would  take  1,500  or  2,000  men  on  board,  and  have 
made  them  very  comfortable. 

Q.  There  had  never  been  any  engines  put  in  her  T — A.  No,  sir ;  she  was  a  sailing-ship, 
one  of  the  old-fashioned  line-of-battle  ships. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Now  tell  us  If  you  know  anything  about  the  removal  of  any  copper  from  the  navy- 
yard. — A.  I  know  of  nothing ;  copper  has  been  removed  from  the  yard  by  authority,  but 
not  while  I  have  been  here.  I  know  nothing  in  this  relation  that  amounts  to  anything  ; 
once  in  a  while  a  man  is  caught  taking  small  pieces  of  copper  out  of  the  yard,  and  of  course 
he  is  discharged. 

Q.  Have  any  of  those  things  ever  affected  any  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  f  Have  they 
ever  been  engaged  in  anything  of  that  soit  or  in  complicity  with  the  thief? — A.  No,  sir  ;  1 
have  never  heard  of  any  such  case.  There  is  one  man,  who  is  now  captain  of  ship-keepers, 
who  waff  implicated  in  a  case  of  copper-theft — quite  a  large  amount  of  copper  was  taken  out 
of  the  yard.  But  that  occurred  before  I  came  here  ;  he  was  then  '*  captain  of  the  watch," 
by  appointment  from  the  Department,  in  the  place  of  Josiah  Keen ;  was  discharge  for 
gross  neglect  of  duty,  and  was  soon  after  ordered  to  betaken  on  as  *'  captain  of  ship-keepers." 

Q.  A  better  position  than  he  had  before  ? — A.  Better  than  he  had  before. 

Q.  What  was  that  man's  name  f — A.  Randall.  He  is  now  captain  of  ship-keepers  ;  he  was 
captain  of  the  watch.  When  I  came  here  Commodore  Howell  spoke  to  me  about  him,  and 
said  his  character  was  disreputable,  &c.,  everybody  was  talking  about  it,  and  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  get  him  out  of  the  yard.^  Some  time  after,  a  report  was  made  to  me  by  a  marine 
officer  that  a  man  had  been  pushed  past  the  sentry  at  the  ary-dock  landing  who  was  carry- 
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iDg  out  of  tbe  yapl  things  he  had  no  bosiness  with  ;  he  had  them  about  his  person  and  in 
his  dinner-kettle.  Mr.  Randall  was  standing  alongside  and  never  attempted  to  assist  the 
sentry  or  apprehend  the  man,  bat  let  him  go,  and  allowed  him  and  others  to  carseand  abuse 
the  sentry. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  not  the  sentry  call  on  him  for  assistance  T — A.  He  called  on  him  to  assist  him, 
hat  he  did  not  do  it.  When  this  was  brought  to  my  notice  I  investigated  it  thoroughly.  The 
man  himself,  Randall,  acknowledged  that  it  was  so^  but  said  he  did  not  think  he  had  any 
business  to  interfere.  I  asked  him  what  he  was  bere  for  f  If  a  man  was  committing  then 
and  carrying  things  out  of  the  yard,  if  it  was  not  his  place  to  arrest  him  and  hold  him  until 
the  matter  could  t^  investigated  t  He  said,  '*  No,  he  did  not  think  it  was."  I  reported  the 
whole  thing  to  Commodore  Howell,  and  he  reported  to  the  Department,  and  the  man  was 
discharged.  I  thought  that  was  the  end  of  it,  bui  not  long  after  an  order  came  from  the 
chief  of  construction  to  take  Mr.  Randall  on  as  captain  of  ship-keepers  at  $3.50  a  day,  and 
he  was  so  taken  on. 

Q.  From  whom  did  tbe  order  come  ? — A.  From  Mr  Hanscom,  chief  of  burean. 

Q.  Was  the  record  of  his  dismissal  in  the  Department  T — A.  All  theserpapers  were  sent  on. 
Commodore  Howell,  I  think,  sent  on  all  the  papers  in  regard  to  this  investigation,  &c.,  and 
called  tbe  attention  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  to  the  matter.  I  know  Commodore 
Howell  did  ;  still,  he  was  taken  on  as  captain  of  ship-keepers.  He  comes  at  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing and  goes  away  at  five  in  the  afternoon.  He  is  here  when  we  do  not  care  about  him 
particxdarly,  but  the  most  important  part  of  the  time  he  is  away  in  Portsmouth. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  That  is  the  case  now  T — A.  That  is  the  case  now.  It  looks  as  though  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  through  whose  influence  he  was  returned  here  7 — A.  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  T — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  heard  it  was  through  a  Mr. 
Rider,  in  Portsmouth.  They  get  influence  in  Portsmouth,  you  know,  and  that  influences 
certain  parties  in  Washington. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  are  the  certain  parties  there  who  were  influenced  by  the  parties 
hoe  f — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  a  thing  that  is  spoken  of,  but  is  one  I  cannot  explain.  But  the 
man  is  bere  at  $3.50  a  dav,  when  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  it,  because  he  is 
here  daring  that  paii  of  the  day  when  there  is  no  occasion  for  his  being  here,  and  at  night 
the  captain  of  the  watch  has  got  to  take  his  duties  and  give  orders  to  the  ship-keepers, 
which  he  did  before  Mr.  Randall  was  appointed.  There  has  never  been  a  captain  of  the  snip- 
keepers  but  once  before,  and  that  was  some  years  ago,  when  ,we  had  a  gpreat  many  ships 
here  and  a  great  many  ship-keepers. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  portion  of  this  engine  was  broken  up  7  Was  it  the  wrought- 
iron  or  the  cast-iron  part  t — A.  All  the  cast-iron  part  of  it,  except  the  donkey-engpne  and  pump 
was  broken  up,  as  far  as  I  know.  The  wrought-iron  part,  I  think,  was  carried  off  about  as 
it  was.  They  could  not  very  well  break  that  up.  They  have  left  a  great  deal  of  it.  There 
are  two  shafts  alongside  of  the  house  from  which  the  engine  was  taken.  Then  there  is  one 
down  at  the  end  of  the  wharf.  That  was  carried  down  and  remains  there.  I  don*t  know 
but  that  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Who  carted  it  to  the  vessel,  and  put  it  on  board  ;  the  Government  or  the  parties  who 
purchased  the  engine? — A.  The  parties  who  purchased  it,  I  believe  they  paid  for  a  portion 
of  it,  but  they  had  some  assistance. 

Q.  Have  yon  had  any  sheathing  copper  condemned  and  sold  since  you  have  been  here  1 — 
A  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Now  tell  us  if  you  know  about  the  removal  of  any  iron  from  the  navy -yard. — A.  The 

Slating  for  the  iron-clad  Massachusetts  was  removed,  and  it  was  said  that  it  was  sent  to 
ohn  Koach,  on  the  Delaware  River,  to  be  rolled  over ;  for  what  purpose  I  don't  know. 
Q.  'Do  you  know  under  what  agreement  he  got  it  from  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Were  there  not  some  iron  plates  that  never  had  been  used  on  any  vessel  sold  and  re- 
moved ? — A.  All  of  that  which  was  taken  away  had  never  been  used  at  all. 
Q.  New  iron,  was  it  not  ? — A.  New  iron,  just  as  it  came  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  building  of  the  steamer  Enterprise  by  Mr.  Gri jSths  t — 
A  That  contract  was  given  and  was  completed,  or  nearly  so,  when  I  came  here.  I  came 
m  March,  and  she  was  launched  some  time  in  July  or  along  there. 

Q.  That  is,  her  hull  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Griffiths  had  the  contract  to  build  her,  with  the 

facilities  of  the  yard.     His  people  had  full  swing  of  the  yard  ;  they  did  as  they  pleased ; 

«ad  whenever  a  question  came  up  between  Mr.  Griffiths  and  the  commandant  it  was  always 

d«c\ded  against  the  latter,  as  Commandant  Howell  told  me.    He  told  me  that  there  was 

iu>t  a  single  question  which  he  had  referred  to  the  bureau  that  the  bureau  did  not  decide 

%^iMt  him.    Mr.  Griffiths  had  the  preference  under  all  circumstances.     If  there  was  a 

V\ec«  of  work  on  a  lathe,  and  he  wanted  something  put  in,  our  men  had  to  take  out  their 

^Qfik  and  do  his.    Then  everything  had  to  be  carted  ;  he  used   all  the  teams  in  the  yard. 
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All  this  timber  was  sawed  oat,  carted,  and  placed  right  where  he  could  pick  it  ap  and  put  it 
on  the  ship. 

Q.  Was  he  furnished  with  everything  in  accordance  with  the  contract  f — A.  Tee,  sir, 
everything;  and  as  we  considered,  a  great  deal  more.  He  demanded  office-room,  demanded 
stationery,  demanded  things  that  no  one  ever  dreamed  of,  and  they  were  famished  him, 
by  order  of  the  bureau.  Commandant  Howell  wrote  quite  a  long  communication  to 
the  bureau,  and  mentioned  all  these  things,  and  hoped  the  bureau  would  settle  it,  and 
stop  these  unusual  and  extraordinary  demands.  But  the  bureau  decided  in  Mr.  GrifBths's 
favor,  and  it  had  to  be  done. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffiths  was  supplied  with  all  of  the  materials,  I  believe  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q   The  Government  performed  its  part  of  the  contract  faithfully  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  had  the  selection  of  all  the  lumber,  timber,  and  everything  f — A.  Yes,  sir :  so 
much  so  that  there  was  a  letter  received  here  from  the  bureau  not  very  long  ago,  inquiring 
why  it  was  that  the  Enterprise  cost  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  more  for 
materials  than  her  sister  ship  the  Essex,  built  in  the  ship-house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
yard.  The  only  way  we  could  account  for  it  was  that  Mr.  Griffiths*s  men  had  full  swing  in 
the  yard.  If  they  wanted  a  stick  forty  feet  long  and  found  one  sixty  feet  long,  they 
sawed  it  off  and  scattered  the  pieces  about  as  they  pleased.  That  is  the  way  the  coostructor 
accounts  for  the  material  costing  so  much. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Griffiths  have  to  wait  and  discharge  his  hands  on  account  of  the  non-supply 
of  materials  to  build  his  ship? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  he  have  to  wait  for  plank,  &c.? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  They  were  going  ahead  with  the  work  all  the  time  f — A.  AH  the  time  as  fiar  as  I 
know. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  you  here  all  the  time  1 — A.  I  mean  since  I  came.  You  know  I  came  in  Marcht 
and  she  was  launched  in  the  summer. 

Q.  While  you  were  here  you  knew  about  the  daily  transactions  on  that  ship  t — A.  I  knew 
generally  what  they  were  doing.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  his  being  detained  at  all.  Since 
the  Government  shut  down  here  he  has  all  the  facilities  of  the  shops.  The  Government 
has  been  running  ^all  the  shops  at  expense,  whereas  if  it  had  not  been  for  him  they  would 
have  had  them  all  shut  up.  The  coal  cost  a  good  deal,  and  then  there  Is  the  wear  and 
tear  of  machinery,  and  the  pay  of  the  men  who  have  to  be  there  to  look  out  for  them. 

Q.  He  has  had  the  use  of  the  Government  shops  to  work  in  and  the  Government  tools 
to  work  with  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  any  of  the  hands  employed  by  the  Government  given  him  any  assistance  recently 
in  doing  any  labor  under  the  contract  for  making  the  spars  1 — A.  I  don't  know  that  they 
have.  There  was  great  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  constructor  when  he  came  here  that 
he  bad  to  furnish  so  much  labor  in  wheeling  lumber  and  other  things  for  him.  He  said  the 
Government  was  doing  a  very  important  part  of  the  work.  That  is  what  they  have  all  said. 
Mr.  Webb  complained  of  it  bitterly.  Mr.  Wilson  complained  when  he  first  came  here  of 
Mr.  Griffiths'  exactions,  &c.,  and  I  believe  has  continued  to  do  so.  He  made  a  contract  then 
for  building  those  spars  complete,  and  went  on  and  never  said  a  word  about  anything  until 
he  got  along  pretty  near  the  end  of  it,  when  he  made  up  his  mind  that  he  was  not  to 

Eut  the  sheaves  or  anything  of  that  kind  into  the  spars.     It  did  not  belong  to  him ;   it 
elong^   to  the  blockmaker.     He  had  refused  to   make  and  place  the  jackstays,  &c, 
on  the  yards,  because  that  belonged  to  equipment ;  but  his  contract  was  to  furnish  those 
spars  complete.   They  are  not  complete  until  the  sheaves  are  in,  the  jackstays,  dogs,  iSbc, 
are  on  them.   That  was  the  understanding,  but  still  I  cannot  say  anything  about  it,  oecause 
the  contract  was  not  signed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  and  I  cannot  dispute 
that  point  with  him.    But  he  insisted  upon  it  that  it  was  not  his  place  to  put  in  those 
sheaves,  &c.,  and  referred  to  the  bureau,  and  the  bureau  decided  that  the  Government 
was  to  do  it. 
Q.  Were  you  at  the  launch  of  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  I  was  launched  on  her. 
Q.  Were  any  of  the  Government  men  at  work  upon  her  aiding  to  launch  her? — A.  There 
.were  a^good  many  around — the  ship-house  was  rail— and  i  am  pretty  sure  they  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  Government  got  all  the  material  and  everything  ready  for  launching  her  t — ^A. 
Everything. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Griffiths  do  ? — A.  All  I  could  see  that  he  did  was  to  put  some  blocks 
under  her.  The  ways  were  all  hauled  there,  and  there  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  but  to 
place  them,  wedge  her  up,  and  let  her  go.  That  was  all  he  did.  I  don't  suppose  it  cost 
him  $500.  Mr.  Hichbom  said  it  could  not  have  cost  over  $500,  if  it  cost  that.  Ue  said  that 
was  a  very  liberal  allowance,  and'  Mr.  Griffiths  got  $'2,000.  Mr.  McKay,  at  Boston,  got 
$4,000  for  launching  his  ship,  and  it  did  not  cost  any  more  than  this  ship  here. 

Q.  From  the  Government  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  it  was  reported  to  mo.  We  could  have 
launched  the  ship  at  much  less  cost,  and  when  a  ship  is  to  be  launched  you  cannot  keep 
the  men  at  work.    They  were  there  anyhow. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q  Were  there  not  a  hundred  men  in  the  employ  of  the  GoYernment  assisting  in  launch- 
infr  that  ship  T — A.  I  snppose  there  were,  bat  I  cannot  say  for  certain,  because  I  was  on 
boud  of  the  ship,  and  attending  to  other  things.  But  the  men  were  all  around  there  seeing 
theihip  go  off,  and  it  seemed  to  me  entirely  unnecessary  to  let  Mr  Griffiths  launch  her,  and 
paybiinli2,000forit. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  Mr.  Griffiths  say  there  was  an  understanding  between  him  and  Mr. 
Huucom  that  he  was  to  get  the  contract  for  building  that  ship  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never 
bend  him  say  so. 

Q.  In  those  controTersies  which  arose  between  him  and  the  constructor,  in  which  the  con- 
itroctor  and  commandant  were  overruled  by  the  Department,  did  you  ever  hear  him  say  that 
there  was  an  understanding  between  him  and  the  bureau  at  Washington  about  those  things  f 
—A.  No,  sir ;  1  never  heard  him  say  so.  There  was  some  question  came  up  about  the  con- 
Itroctor,  and  I  heard  his  son  say  that  he  was  not  going  to  tool  with  the  constructor  or  any- 
body else;  be  was  going  on  to  Washington  and  have  it  settled  there.  That  was  his  son, 
John  W.Griffiths,  jr. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  removal  of  the  Essex  around  to  Boston,  and  why  it 
was  ?— A.  That  was  always  a  mystery  to  us;  we  never  could  tell.  The  impression  was 
that  it  WAS  because  there  was  an  uncomfortable  comparison  betvteen  the  two  ships,  the  En- 
terprise sod  the  Essex. 

Q.  They  were  to  be  built  in  rivalry  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  understanding.  The 
Essex  was  to  be  built  by  the  Government,  and  the  Enterprise  was  to  be  built  bv  Mr.  Grif- 
fiths. It  was  a  question  which  conid  do  it  the  cheapest,  and  the  Essex  was  far  ahead  of  the 
Eoterprise.  She  was  a  better-built  ship  in  every  way,  and  she  did  not  cost  so  mtich  for 
material  by  $30,000,  as  the  letter  to  which  I  have  referred  from  the  bureau  says  there  was 
STHU  pride  in  the  yard,  to  see  if  they  could  not  build  a  ship  cheaper  and  better  than  Mr. 
Griffiths  could  in  his  way,  and  it  became  so  glaring  that  tne  ship  was  ordered  to  Boston. 
That  is  the  noderstanding  of  it.     We  never  have  hear^.  any  other  reason  given. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  ordered  away ;  was  it  not  just  before  the  election  in  Massachusetts  1 
—A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  know  that  there  was  any  election  coming  off  about  that  time. 

Q.  8he  was  taken  ont  of  the  hands  of  the  Government,  taken  around  there,  and  then  let 
oat  nnder  a  private  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Junes  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  question  in  your  mind  that  she  could  have  been  completed  for  sea  better, 
tnd  at  smaller  expense  here,  than  it  could  have  been  done  outside  of  the  yard  t — A.  I  have 
00  doubt  of  it  at  all,  because  we  had  every  facility  for  doing  it  here,  and  it  could  have  been 
dose  just  as  well  as  by  sending  her  off. 

Q.  If  she  was  going  to  he  finished  by  contract,  could  it  not  have  been  done  here  as 
well  as  at  Boston  f — A.   Yes,  sir  ;  just  as  well. 

Q-  Do  yon  know  of  any  timber  being  shipped  from  this  yard  to  Boston  to  put  on  her  ? 
—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  any  timber  or  material  been  moved  from  this  yard  to  the  Boston  yard  within  the 
list  two  or  three  years  f — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  ;  nothing  more  than  the  usual  stores  we 
send  by  the  ship  that  plies  along  the  coast.  All  her  sails  are  being  made  here,  and  her 
boats,  Slc.  The  equipment  department  is  making  her  sails,  and  the  constnictor  is  making 
her  boats.  None  of  them  have  been  shipped  so  far  that  I  know  of.  I  have  an  indistinct 
recollection  that  some  things  were  sent,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  timber,  or  anything  of 
that  kind. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  of  any  lumber  being  shipped  from  there  marked  "McKay?" — A. 
Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  using  the  labor  or  property  of  the  United  States  for  the 
oae  and  benefit  of  any  other  than  the  Government? — A.  I  don't  know  that  1  do, sir;  I 
don't  recollect  anything  of  the  kind.  Of  course,  we  have  loaned  things  here  out  of  the 
jard.  and  they  have  been  used  and  returned,  but  nothing  that  is  wrong  that  I  know  of  in 
that  respect.  • 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  iron  or  copper  being  removed,  except  in  the  two  cases  you 
have  mentioned,  without  being  sold  at  public  sale  ? — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  other. 

Q.  About  how  much  of  that  iron  was  there  that  was  sent  to  Roach  ;  how  many  schooner- 
loads? — A.  I  did  not  keep  the  run  of  them.  There  were  three  or  four;  three  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  State  whether  you  know  of  there  being  large  amounts  of  timber  and  lumber  delivered 

here  at  the  Kittery  yard  without  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  until  its  arrival. — A.  O,  yes ; 

*  1  think  there  were  two  or  three  loads  came  that  the  constructor  knew  nothing  at  all  about. 

They  were  from  other  contractors,  possibly,  that  he  had  not  heard  of.   They  were  invariably 

^Uned  until  reference  was  made  to  the  bureau  to  know  if  they  should  be  received,  and 

in  some  cases  it  took  a  long  time  before  the  thing  was  settled. 

Q.  Then  orders  would  come  for  you  to  receive  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  delivered  that  lumber t — A.  I  do  not,  sir;  but  Trickey  & 
Jfcwett  have  been  delivering  lumber  in  this  yard  ever  since  I  have  been  here  under  con- 
tract 
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Q.  Do  you  know  anythiDg  about  anj  false  bidding,  straw-bidding,  or  combinations 
among  bidders  or  dealers  to  suppress  competition  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not.  We  had  an 
auction  sale  at  the  yard  not  long  ago,  when  there  was  a  great  deal  of  that  done,  and  such 
things  are  done  at  every  auction  sale.  There  are  certain  rings  formed,  and  they  will  not 
allow  any  one  outside  to  bid.  I  think  that  is  a  gpreat  abuse  of  these  auctions  in  the  yard.  I 
would  not  sell  anything  that  could  possibly  be  utilized  here.  For  instance,  there  is  a  great 
pile  of  scrap-iron  that  might  be  utilized  by  the  Government,  and  valuable  in  every  respect ; 
it  is  advertised  to  be  sold  at  auction,  and  parties  here  in  Portsmouth  form  a  ring,  and  agree 
to  pay  an  eighth  or  a  fourth  of  a  cent  a  pound,  and  divide  it  up,  and  they  will  not  bid  against 
each  other,  nor  allow  anybody  else  to  bid.  That  is  done ;  the  iron  is  sold,  and  then  the 
Government  has  to  go  and  buy  new  material  tor  everything  that  is  made.  There  is  a  great 
abuse.  Half  the  time  the  amount  received  does  not  pay  the  expense  of  advertising,  the 
auctioneer,  &c.  But  that  is  a  mere  error  of  judgment.  I  suppose  the  Government  does  not 
mean  anything  actually  wrong. 

Q.  Is  there  room  in  vour  wet  basin  to  take  care  of  all  your  live-oak  timber,  and  is  it  so 
taken  care  oft — A.  I  think  almost  all  of  it  is  in,  perhaps  all.  There  is  very  little  out  of  any 
consecmence. 

Q.  Who  is  your  timber-inspector  T — A.  Mr.  Locke,  I  believe,  is  his  name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whose  influence  he  was  appointed  f — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  salary  is? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  duty  does  he  perform  f— A.  He  simply  inspects  all  timber  coming  into  the 
yard,  to  see  that  there  is  the  proper  number  of  feet,  whether  it  is  sound,  &c.,  and  he  marks 
It. 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  since  vou  have  had  any  timber  delivered  in  the  yard  f — A.  We 
have  not  had  any  timber  delivered  in  the  yard  for  several  months. 

Q.  His  pav  still  runs  onf — A.  He  is  suspended  now,  I  think.  His  name  is  still  on  the 
rolls,  but  I  don't  think  he  receives  any  pay  now. 

Q.  What  office  does  Dr.  Wentworth  hold  in  your  yardf — A.  He  was  employed  as 
general  inspector. 

Q.  What  does  he  inspect  f — A.  He  inspects  the  stores  that  come  in  in  the  different  depart- 
ments. For  instance,  if  I  wanted  a  lot  or  canvas,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  in  equipment,  I 
would  make  the  requisition;  it  would  be  approved  in  Washington,  and  ordered  to  be  pur- 
chased at  open  purchase  in  Portsmouth ;  ana  the  things  we  purchased  would  be  sent  over 
here,  and  Dr.  Wentworth  would  inspect  them,  pronounce  them  of  proper  quality,  d^c, 
make  his  certificate,  and  then  they  would  be  paid  for. 

Q.  How  often  have  his  services  been  required  during  the  last  year  7 — A.  That  is  hard  to 
say.  In  my  department.  I  don't  think  over  two  dozen  times. 
^  Q.  Do  you  know  of  persons  being  employed  on  the  yard  by  the  influence  of  parties  out- 
side of  the  yard,  in  order  that  they  might  collect  their  debt  from  their  wages  ?— A.  I  have 
known  instances  of  this  kind :  People  have  come  into  the  yard  and  complained  that 
men  owed  them  money,  and  they  wanted  to  collect  it ;  and  the  commandant  has  told 
them  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  the  men  outside  the  vard. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  lumber  that  is  purchased  neref  Is  it  of  the  best 
quality,  or  of  the  kind  called  "promiscuous?" — A.  I  am  not  a  naval  constructor,  and  of 
course  cannot  be  considered  an  expert,  but  so  far  as  I  see  the  live-oak  timber  that  comes 
into  this  yard,  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it  that  would  not  do  to  go  into  the  frame 
of  a  ship.  I  think  if  the  constructor  had  been  the  inspector,  and  had  been  held  per- 
sonally responsible,  he  would  have  rejected  a  great  deal  of  the  timber  as  not  proper  tim- 
ber to  go  into  a  ship.  That  is  not  curved  timber.  There  is  a  great  deal  straight,  a  great 
deal  very  small,  and  a  great  deal  very  large,  and  if  you  were  to  build  a  ship  now,  you 
would  have  to  drag  out  all  the  timber  in  the  wet  dock,  and  would  not  get  timoer  enough 
thee  to  build  more  thiin  one  or  two  ships.  After  vou  had  completed  them,  there  worud 
not  be  much  left  that  would  be  of  any  service.  I  nave  heard  the  workmen  speak  of  the 
same  thing,  and  other  persons  in  the  yard  have  spoken  of  it.  But  then  no  one  could 
say  anything.     The  commandant  had  no  business  to  interfere  with  it. 

Q.  It  is  tne  generally  received  opinh)n  now  among  naval  constructors,  and  men  well 
posted  in  ship-building,  that  ships  ought  to  be  built  out  of  live-oak,  is  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  ships  are  to  t^  built  out  of  live-oak,  is  there  any  necessity  for  bending  machines 
to  bend  the  timber  ? — A.  Not  if  you  get  proper  live-oak. 

Q.  Ought  a  ship  to  be  built  with  bent  timber? — A.  I  think  not.  I  certainly  would 
not  build  a  ship  in  that  way  if  I  had  my  wav.  I  think  that,  for  the  money  we  spena  on  that 
live-oak  timber,  we  ought  to  have  splendid  timber,  and  of  the  proper  quality  to  build 
ships  with. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  custom  here  to  advertise  for  a  small  amount  of  stores  whenever  re- 
quired by  annual  lettings,  and  then  during  the  year  to  purchase  by  open  purchase  a  large 
amount,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  service  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  JoN£S : 

Q.  Where  does  the  requisition  for  the  open  purchase  come  from — from  the  purchasing 
paymaster  in  town  or  from  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  f — ^A.  The  purchases  are  generally 
made  by  open  purchase,  and  the  bureau  approves. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Who  does  the  purchasiofi^  ? — A.  The  paymaster  over  in  town;  the  purchasing  pay- 
master he  is  called.  li  is  the  understanding  that,  before  he  makes  a  purchase  of  that 
kind,  be  informs  the  principal  merchants,  through  advertisements  in  the  papers ;  or,  if  it 
is  not  a  sufBcient  amount  to  warrant  that,  he  will  send  each  one  a  note,  stating  that  he 
ii  nioing  to  purchase  certain  articles,  and  giving  them  a  chance  to  bid.  The  understand- 
ing is,  that  they  make  their  bids,  and  he  gives  it  to  the  man  who  makes  the  lowest  bid. 
Bot  I  do  not  think  that  system  is  a  good  one  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  It  is  open  to  abuses  ? — A.  Open  to  abuses.  The  paymaster,  if  he  is  perfectly  hon- 
est, will  do  the  thing  exactly  right,  but  if  not,  there  is  a  large  margin. 

Q.  They  may  make  **  comers  "  on  him,  may  they  not  ?  If  he  wants  to  buy  groceries, 
for  instance,  the  dealers  in  town  may  get  together  and  fix  their  own  price  f — ^A.  That  is 
one  thiDfT.  Then  another  thing  is,  where  he  is  purchasing  for  all  the  departments,  he 
does  not  know  the  proper  value  of  the  articles,  and  cannot  look  into  those  things  closely 
enough  to  know  whether  he  pays  more  or  less  than  an  article  is  worth,  and  sometimes 
we  do  not  get  our  things  as  economically  as  we  might.  If  purchases  are  to  be  made 
br.open  purchase,  it  would  be  much  better  to  let  the  heads  of  the  departments  select 
their  articles,  and  buy  them  where  they  can  get  them  cheapest,  and  msuce  them  respon- 
sible; and  then,  if  they  find  that  more  has  been  paid  for  an  article  than  is  propet,  come 
down  on  the  head  of  the  department  for  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  bills  are  ever  carried  over  from  one  fiscal  year  and  paid 
oat  of  the  appropriations  for  the  next  succeeding  year? — A.  I  know  that  is  the  general  im- 
pression, and  I  tnink  the  correspondence  will  pretty  generally  show  that,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  contracts,  the  bills  of  contractors  have  to  remain  over  until  the  next  year.  The  pay 
of  the  Navy  is  another  thing  we  are  very  uncertain  about.  The  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year, 
we  Dever  know  whether  we  are  g^ing  to  be  paid.  We  may  be  two  or  three  months  some- 
times without  a  cent  of  pay.  ^ 

Q.  Why  is  that  f — A.  No  one  knows.  No  one  knows  where  the  money  goes.  It  is  used 
probably,  for  the  Navy.  There  is  a  certain  amount  appropriated  annually  for  the  pay  of  the 
KaTj,and  it  is  intended  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  every  officer  and  man  in  it ;  but  if  you  take 
that  money  and  use  it  for  any  other  department,  of  course  there  is  a  deficiency,  and  the 
officers  and  men  and  their  families  have  to  suffer  for  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  that  has  been  done ;  where  an  appropriation  has 
been  transferred  from  one  department  40  another  ? — A  I  know  from  correspondents  at 
Washington,  ^bc,that  that  has  been  done  for  the  last  year  or  two.  Officers  have  spoken 
aboQt  it.  It  is  common  talk  that  (100,000  was  taken  out  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  ;  the 
appropriation  to  that  department  is  not  very  large,  and  consequently,  as  Dr.  Cleborne  said 
the  ouer  day,  they  coula  not  get  necessaries  for  the  sick  ;  that  there  was  no  money  in  the 
boreaa  at  all.  They  suddenly  shut  down  on  the  Bureau  of  Docks  and  Yards  and  Equip- 
ment, and  stopped  half  or  quarter  of  the  work  they  were  doing,  because  the  money  was  all 
gone,  althoagn  they  had  been  boasting,  but  a  little  while  before,  that  they  were  very  com- 
fortably off.     Those  officers  could  not  tell  where  that  money  went. 

Q.  In  such  cases,  are  not  the  bills  made  anew,  so  as  to  appear  as  of  the  current  year  ? 
For  instance,  suppose  the  appropriation  is  exhausted,  and  tne  funds  must  come  from  the 
appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year,  are  not  those  bills  dated  forward,  and  carried  forward 
into  the  next  year  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  correspondence  in  relation  to  such  a  case,  where 
certain  bills  had  to  be  rewritten  and  made  out  in  that  way.  I  don't  know  whether  that 
ooeurred  in  Steam-Engineering  or  Construction,  but  I  am  pretty  sure  it  did  occur. 

Q.  When  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year  is  exhausted,  what  do  you  do  to  carry  on 
the  different  bureaus  here?  Do  you  issue  certificates  of  indebtedness f  For  instance, 
if  you  want  to  employ  some  labor  or  buy  some  stores,  where  it  is  necessary  to  use  some 
money,  what  do  you  do  f — A.  We  don't  do  anything,  unless  there  is  an  understanding  with 
the  merchants  or  others  that  they  will  furnish  the  articles  with  the  understanding  that  the 
bureau  will  pay  them  when  they  get  the  money.  We  do  not  go  on  and  get  what  we 
require.  We  make  a  requisition,  and  if  the  bureau  approves,  they  instruct  the  paymas- 
ter to  make  the  purchase. 

Q.  Suppose  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  wants  to  do  something  that  it  is  thought 
necessary  to  do,  and  there  is  no  monepTt  does  the  head  of  that  department  in  the  yard  ^et 
what  he  wants  and  give  a  certificate  of*^  indebtedness  to  the  party  ot  whom  he  purchases  f— 
A.  No,  sir,  he  cannot  do  it.  He  simply  makes  out  a  requisition  for  those  things,  and  the 
\>UTean  will  reply,  if  they  have  no  money,  *'  we  have  no  money."  It  is  not  allowed,  and  that 
•  is  the  end  of  it. 

Q.  What  would  you  do,  suppose  your  supplies  gave  out  T    You  must  feed  your  men. 

How  would  you  get  the  food  ? — A.  If  an  emergency  of  that  kind  comes,  we  would  have  to 

W.  it    We  would  have  to  feed  the  men.     I  suppose  we  should  give  receipts  for  it.     But  I 

Wt  know  that  any  such  case  has  ever  occurred. 

^.  You  would  give  a  certificate  of  indebtedness  for  the  amount? — A.  Yes,  sir;  which 

^oQldbe  paid  when  we  got  the  money.    That  is  a  case  I  never  knew  of,  but  if  it  came  up. 
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and  I  was  commander  of  the  ship,  if  the  men  were  out  of  provisions,  I  would  get  them,  of 
course,  if  I  gave  my  own  receipt.    Of  course  an  officer  would  be  upheld  in  any  tbinr  like 
that ;  but  not  unless  it  was  an  extreme  case,  unless  he  could  show  that  life  and  aeath 
depended  upon  it. 

Q.  You  tnink  that  these  bureaus,  when  they  get  out  of  money,  simply  shut  down  and 
discharge  all  hands  1 — A.  That  is  it.  But  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  if  we  could  stop 
all  these  transfers  (of  money  from  one  bureau  to  another.  J  think  it  would  be  better  for 
the  Government,  and  better  for  those  people  in  and  about  the  departments. 

By  Mr.  JoNBS  : 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  the  cause  of  some  of  these  departments  or  bureaus  ronninff  short 
of  funds  is  on  account  of  so  much  being  bought  by  open  purchase  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments ;  I  will  say,  for  instance,  the  head  of  the  Bureau  oi  Construction  and  Repair  t — A.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  great  deal  of  money  is  spent  in  that  way,  and  by  giving  contracts  to 
people.  Their  personal  feelings  are  worked  upon,  friendship,  &c.,  and  they  eo  beyond  their 
means  in  giving  contracts  where  there  is  really  probably  not  much  necessity  ror  it ;  we  could 
wait  a  whue  longer  until  we  got  the  money.  It  is  the  prodigal  way  that  thev  have  gotten 
into  in  these  bureaus  of  spending  money.  They  have  become  spendthrifts — that  is  the 
trouble. 

Q.  Instead  of  keeping  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  appropriated  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  8team«Doilers  that  have  been  broken  up  or  that  are  now  being 
broken  up  7 — A.  There  are  some  being  broken  up  alongside  of  the  ship-house.  They  are 
perfectly  good  boilers. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  it  was  good  judgment  to  break  them  up  ? — A.  I  certainly  should  not 
break  them  up  if  I  had  my  way.  We  may  want  to  have  them  in  a  ship  very  soon.  They 
might  have  been  kept  until  we  are  certain  about  these  compound  engines,  instead  of  break- 
ing them  up  and  selling  them  for  old  iron. 

Q.  If  the  compound  engines  do  not  work,  those  boilers  would  be  just  what  you  want  t — A. 
Just  what  we  want.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  to  wait  a  little  while  until  that  ques- 
tion is  settled. 

Q.  Were  not  those  boilers  made  expressly  for  those  engines  that  have  been  broken  up  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  could  be  used  with  other  engines  direct  acting 

Q.  Are  they  breaking  up  more  than  one  1 — A.  I  don*t  know  how  far  they  are  g^lng.  Thej 
have  broken  up  three  now.    There  are  ten  or  fifteen  lying  there. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  commandant  got  an  order  to  bre^k  them  up  t — A.  I  suppose  he  did.  The 
order  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  steam  engineer  or  the  commodore.  There  must  be  some- 
thing to  warrant  their  doing  this  work. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  captain  of  the  yard,  and  you  are  at  the  head  of  the  equipment  depart- 
ment?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  called  upon  by  outsi^^  parties,  or  by  the  heads  of  other  depart- 
ments, to  require  men  when  in  your  judgment  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  requisition  or 
request? — A.  I  never  have  in  my  own  department,  but  that  has  occurred  in  other  depart- 
ments. We  have  a  small  force  of  riggers  and  sail-makers,  &c.,  and  they  remain  here  from 
year  to  year.  There  is  very  seldom  any  change,  unless  some  of  them  are  sick,  or  go  away ; 
then  we  take  others  in  their  places. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Noyes  foreman  of  ^ail-makers  heref — A.  He  was  ;  and  displaced.  That 
occurred  before  I  came  here.  They  (outside  influence)  displaced  Mr.  Noyes,  and  put  another 
man  in  his  place.  He  was  foreman  sail-maker  and  a  very  excellent  man,  but  he  was  dis- 
placed and  Mr.  Lovell  was  taken  on.  The  equipment  officer  was  very  much  exercised  about 
it ;  he  thought  it  was  a  great  shame,  and  I  believe  some  representations  were  made  to  the 
commandant  in  regard  to  it.  I  do  not  know  that,  however,  of  my  own  knowledge.  But 
that  is  the  only  instance  I  know  of  in  Equipment ;  in  fact,  I  had  forgotten  that.  But  Mr. 
Lovell  is  an  excellent  man.     The  Government  did  not  lose  anythmg  by  that. 

Q  Mr.  Noyes  is  at  work  here  just  the  same  f — A.  Mr.  Noyes's  pay  is  reduced,  of  course, 
from  that  of  foreman  to  leading  man.  We  retained  him,  and  he  is  a  very  excellent  man. 
They  are  both  first-rate  men. 

Q.  The  change  was  nut  detrimental  to  the  service  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  that  it  was. 

Q.  You  say  you  know  of  other  bureaus  where  there  are  such  abuses.  What  one  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  in  Construction  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Noyes  was  foreman  of  shipwrights  here  for  years,  and  he 
was  a  very  excellent  man,  very  highly  thought  of  by  everybody  in  the  yard.  He  was  dis- 
placed, and  Mr.  Fernald  was  taken  on  in  his  place.  The  constructor,  Mr.  Wilson,  was  very 
much  exercised  about  it,  and  considered  it  a  great  shame,  and  in  order  to  retain  Mr.  Noyes, 
they  offered  him  a  quarterman's  position,  and  he  held  that  for  a  while,  until  Mr.  Griffiths 
gave  him  the  position  of  foreman  on  the  Enterprise,  January,  1875.  These  things  were 
looked  upon  as  very  hard.  A  foreman,  a  man  who  will  make  his  way  in  this  ^ard  and  shows 
himself  an  excellent  man  a\!d  a  capable  workman,  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  the  officers, 
does  not  feel  from  day  to  day  that  he  is  safe.  An  order  may  come  from  Washington  to- 
morrow to  displace  him  and  put  somebody  else  on. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  this  Mr.  Fernald  who  took  his  place  an  efficient  man  7— A.  I  believe  he  is,  although 
there  are  a  great  many  things  that  Mr.  Nojes  has  learned  hy  being  here  for  years  that  a  man 
cannot  pick  up  coming  right  into  it;  particularly  in  the  smpvrrights'  department. 

Q.  Had  not  Mr.  FenuUd  been  a  qnarterman  under  Mr.  Noyes  1 — A.  Yes,  sir :  he  (Mr. 
Noyes)  bad  been  here  a  good  many  years.  I  do  not  know  how  long  he  had  been  here,  only 
from  Mr.  Wilson*8  representations.  It  was  considered  very  detrimental  at  the  time.  Mr. 
Fernald,  I  believe,  is  a  very  good  man,  and  I  think  has  given  satisfaction.  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  has  lost  anything  by  the  change  particularly  ;  I  speak  of  it  only  as  show- 
ing thai  a  man  does  not  feel  that  he  is  safe  in  his  position. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  gun-carriages  sold  at  the  Boston  navy-yard  while  you  were  there  f — 
A.  There  were  none  sold  while  I  was  there  that  I  know  of,  and  I  only  know  what  has  been 
told  me  by  a  person  who  came  down  here  from  the  Boston  yard.  It  seemed  to  be  a  ridicu- 
lous transaction.  They  sold  some  gun-carriages  to  parties  in  Chelsea  for  f3  apiece,  and  the 
Government  were  to  deliver  them  ;  and  I  was  told  (of  course  it  may  be  an  absurd  story)  that 
it  cost  $9  apiece  to  deliver  them. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  to  whom  they  were  sold  ? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  in  selling  them  t — A.  It  was  to  g^t  clear  of  them.  They  could 
have  broken  them  up  m  the  yard  or  set  fire  to  them  and  burned  them.  We  tried  that  some 
years  a^.  When  1  was  here  on  ordnance  duty,  we  had  a  lot  of  gun-carriages  to  sell,  and 
some  parties  came  over  to  bid  on  them.  They  expected  to  get  them  for  $2  or  $3  apiece,  but 
the  foreman  of  the  gun-carriage  makers,  Mr.  Williams,  thought  he  would  head  them  off,  and 
so  he  bid  on  them,  and  some  of  them  were  sold  for  $7,  |8,  and  $10  apiece,  and  some  brought 
as  high  as  f20  and  $30.  They  have  a  great  deal  of  composition  in  them.  He  broke  them 
up  himself.    That  was  under  Commodore  Pennock. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  thefe  not  considerable  brass- work  about  those  carriages  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  com- 
position.   Some  of  them  were  very  valuable. 

Q.  Was  this  composition  so  worn  out  that  it  would  not  be  suitable  to  put  on  new  car- 
riages ? — A.  It  could  be  worked  up  again.    It  was  quite  good. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  any  copper  having  been  sold  from  this  yard,  and  then 
boi^t  back  again  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  bought  any  copper  since  you  have  been  here  ? — A.  Ko,  sir ;  not 
that  I  know  ot 

Q.  Who  would  be  likely  to  know  about  that  f—A.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  constructor. 

Q.  What  relationship  exists  between  Mr.  Fernald  and  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction T — A.  I  don't  know.    I  have  been  told  he  is  his  brother-in-law  or  nephew. 

Q.  You  have  a  Mr.  Hanscom  here  in  the  yard,  also  ? — A.^  We  have  a  carpenter  in  the 
Navy  by  the  name  of  Hanscom. 

Q.  What  relation  \^  be  to  the  chief  of  bureau  f — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  is  any  relation ; 
I  never  heard.  The  connections  of  Mr.  Hanscom  and  Mrs.  Hanscom  are  very  numerous. 
Mr.  Hanscom,  the  carpenter,  has  been  here  ever  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  What  duty  does  he  perform  in  the  yard  1 — A.  For  a  long  time  he  had  nothing  more 
than  nominal  duty  to  perform.  He  had  returned  from  sea,  and  they  placed  him  in  one  of 
the  departments  as  a  sort  of  assistant  Lately  the  commodore  has  placed  him  in  the  civil- 
engineering  department,  as  an  assistant  to  the  civil  engineer.  lu  fact,  he  is  the  working 
man.  If  we  want  anything  done,  we  send  for  Mr.  Hanscom ;  we  do  not  send  for  Mr.  Chand- 
ler. When  little  things  are  reauired  to  be  done,  of  course  we  try  to  do  it  through  Mr. 
Chandler;  but  Mr.  Hanscom  is  tne  man  who  attends  to  all  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  great  deal  of  favoritism  in  the  yard  by  the  foreman  and  other  influential 
men  7     Do  they  not  have  their  favorites  among  the  laborers  ? — A.  O,  yes  ;  I  think  there  is. 

Q.  And  some  men  cannot  get  on  the  yard  however  good  they  may  be  T — ^A.  That  is  the 
iapression. 

Q.  And  others,  who  are  worthless,  can  get  on  when  men  are  required  T — A.  That  is  the 
iapression. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  1  want  to  ask  yon  in  regard  to  your  civil  engineer.  Do  you  think  it  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  service  and  the  Government  to  have  a  civil  engineer  placed  upon  each  navy -yard  f — 
^'  As  it  is  now,  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  we  had  none  at  all. 

Q.  Why  do  you  want  one  at  any  time  t— A.  I  don*t  know  that  we  do ;  but  if  we  could 

We  thoroughly  skillful  men—men  who  could  build  a  dock  or  store-house,  or  a  house  in  the 

TJ^t  or  anything  of  that  kind,  provided  we  wanted  them,  it  would  be  different.     But  even 

uita  he  might  be  here  in  the  yard  for  months  or  years  and  have  nothing  of  that  kind  to  do. 


i' 
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Q.  Conld  you  not  got  all  those  plans  and  specifications  from  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  could  not  jonr  constractor,  if  anything  came  under  the  repair  of  yards  and  docks, 
superintend  it,  and  could  not  the  masonry  be  looked  after  by  the  boss  masons  t — A.  O,  yes. 
It  could  be  done  just  as  well  without  civil  engineers  as  with,  and  perhaps  better,  because 
they  sometimes  rather  impede  the  work — stand  in  the  way.  We  have  to  treat  them  with 
some  consideration,  of  course,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  that  comes  under  the  civil  engineer 
that  he  cannot  attend  to  and  has  nothing  to  do  with.  For  instance  :  Take  a  gang  of  laborers 
in  the  yard.  He  cannot  go  around  and  attend  to  them,  and  it  naturally  falls  under  the 
working  officers  of  the  yard ;  and  you  do  not  like  to  go  to  his  men  and  order  them  to  level 
off  a  piece  of  ground,  or  anything  of  that  kind ;  and  it  continuallv  keeps  you  on  your  Ps 
and  Qs,  as  it  were,  to  try  to  keep  things  straight  and  not  create  bad  feeling. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  That  is,  the  captain  of  the  yard  and  the  civil  engineer  are  likely  to  come  in  conflict  ? — 
A.  All  the  time.  The  captain  of  the  yard  has  to  do  with  keeping  things  in  order,  and  do  all 
that  kind  of  work.    He  has  his  men,  and  goes  around  and  directs  everything. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  DonU  you  think  it  would  be  quite  a  saving  to  the  Government  if  they  should  abolish 
the  office  of  civil  engineer  in  the  yards  and  put  his  duties  upon  the  captain  of  the  yard  ;  and 
if  there  were  any  buildings  to  be  erected  let  the  proper  bureau  attend  to  it  f — A.  It  would 
undoubtedly  be  a  gpreat  saving  to  the  Government ;  and  if  a  building  was  to  be  put  up  re- 
quiring extraordinary  skill  in  the  architect,  we  could  go  outside  and  employ  such  a  man. 

Q.  You  have  plenty  of  men  in  the  yard  who  could  draw  the  plans  of  any  building  that 
was  wanted,  have  you  not  ? — A.  We  have.  If  we  had  really  efficient  men  as  civil  engineers, 
who  understood  their  business,  there  might  be  some  excuse  made  for  continuing  the  office ; 
but  they  have  let  civil  engineering  run  down  at  the  heel.  The^  have  appointed  anybody 
and  everybodv  to  the  office — people  who  could  not  do*  anything  in  that  line  outside.  They 
have  had  half  a  dozen  men  in  the  New  York  yard  who  knew  nothing  about  civil  engineering. 
The  yards  and  docks  have  been  under  the  direction  of  either  the  executive  officer  of  the  yard 
or  of  the  commandant.  He  is  the  responsible  head  ;  so  that  Mr.  Chandler  can  do  nothing 
unless  it  is  with  the  sanction  of  the  commandant.  The  executive  officer  used  to  have  it,  but 
Mr.  Chandler  complained  that  the  executive  officer  was  not  responsible,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing,  and  thev  got  up  a  great  talk.  Mr.  Chandler  worked  with  the  steam-engineer  and  con- 
structor, and  they  threatened  to  have  Captain  Fairfax  turned  out  of  the  yard  ;  and  at  last 
there  was  so  much  talk  about  it,  Mr.  Chandler  claiming  that  he  was  civil  engineer,  and 
had  a  right  to  attend  to  all  these  things,  that  the  bureau  placed  him  under  the  charge  of 
the  commandant.  Of  course  it  gives  him  (the  commandant)  extra  duties  to  attend  to.  That 
is,  he  attends  to  the  office,  and  I  attend  to  the  duties  outside,  and  things  have  gone  on  very 
smoothly.  I  have  never  had  any  trouble  with  Mr.  Chandler.  When  I  first  came  here  he 
misunderstood  about  my  duties,  and  I  just  explained  them  to  him  quietly  and  plainly,  and 
we  have  got  along  very  well.  I  have  always  tried  to  treat  him  courteously  in  everything, 
but  he  seems  like  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  coach — a  useless  expenditure  of  money,  without  any  real 
benefit  to  the  Government,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  the  others  could  carry  on  the  duty  in 
addition  to  their  own 

Q.  Without  the  expense  of  his  corps,  you  think  t — A.  I  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Can  any  of  the  clerks,  writers,  inspectors,  or  employ^  on  the  yard  be  dispensed  with 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service? — ^A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  some  who  could 
be  dispensed  with.  In  fact,  we  have  cut  things  down  here  pretty  close  now.  There  were 
several  discharged  some  months  ago,  by  order  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  If  the  num- 
ber is  kept  down  to  what  we  have  now,  I  donH  know  as  we  could  spare  any. 

Q.  How  many  clerks  have  you,  and  what  work  do  they  do  7— A.  As  captain  of  the  yard, 
I  have  a  clerk.  He  attends  to  all  the  correspondence  of  my  office,  receives  all  bills,  and 
audits  them ;  has  the  general  supervision  and  inspection  of  them.  He  takes  the  place  of 
the  chief  accountant  that  we  had  in  this  yard  some  time  ago.  Then  in  equipment  i  have  a 
clerk,  a  store-keeper,  a  writer,  and  a  laborer  in  the  store. 

Q.  You  s«y  you  could  not  dispense  with  any  of  them  ? — A.  No,  not  very  well. 

Q.  What  does  your  writer  do  ? — A.  The  writer  assists  the  store-keeper,  and  then  he  works 
about  the  store.  He  does  a  great  deal  of  manual  labor.  He  cleans  up.  We  have  a  great 
many  stores  coming  in.  We  have  cooking'Vessels,  crockery,  glass-ware,  and  everything  of 
that  Kind.  They  all  come  in,  and  they  all  have  to  be  cleaned.  This  man  is  very  con- 
stantly employed.  When  he  is  not  assisting  the  store-keeper,  or  making  up  the  quarterly 
monthly,  or  weekly  returns,  he  is  at  work  about  the  store,  cleaning  up,  getting  things  right, 
laying  out  stores,  receiving  them,  &c 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  inspector  of  timber  and  the  other  inspectors  might  be  dropped,  and 
that  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  would  do  the  work  better  ?— A.  I  do  not  know  that  these  in- 
spectors could  be  very  well  dispensed  with,  because  they  have  to  be  there  from  morning  until 
night.     For  instance,  we  are  unloading  a  vessel. 

Q.  But  you  have  not  taken  any  timber  for  a  long  time,  have  you^? — A.  Then  they  are  sua- 
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pended,  or  sbould  be.  There  is  no  necessity  for  keeping  them  unless  they  have  something 
to  do.    Thai  should  rest  with  the  heads  of  departments. 

Q.  Receiiring  timber  is  so  very  exceptional,  could  not  that  inspection  he  performed  hy 
the  conatmciorf — A.  One  of  his  foremen  might  do  that,  or  one  of  his  clerks  might  do  it.  But 
it  is  necessary  to  hare  some  one  at  the  vessel  to  inspect  every  stick  that  is  taken  out,  and 
mark  it,  or  see  that  it  is  marked  properly.  Of  coarse  the  constructor  could  not  be  there  ; 
be  would  be  attending  to  his  other  auties  about  the  yard. 

Q.  What  are  his  duties  now  7  You  are  not  building  any  ships  here  ? — A..  He  has  nothing 
particalar  to  do  now  that  I  know  of.  In  fact,  his  whole  department  is  shut  up.  But  there 
might  be  a  time  when  he  would  be  very  busy  in  building  ships,  and  there  might  be  a  great 
de^  of  work  going  on,  and  then  he  could  detail  any  one  of  tiis  clerks,  or  his  foreman,  or 
one  of  his  men,  to  attend  to  that  business. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  As  a  general  thing  the  inspectors  of  timber  are  put  in  by  contractors,  or  through  their 

influence,  are  they  not  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  here.     I  have  heard  of  that  in  other  yards,  but  I 

do  not  think  there  has  been  anything  of  that  kind  here. 
Q.  What  did  this  man  know  about  timber  before  he  was  made  inspector  on  this  yardf  He 

never  sawed  a  board,  or  drove  a  nail,  did  he  t — A.  I  don*t  know,  I  must  say,  about  that. 

I  only  know  that  nothing  of  that  kind  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  That  is,  I  don*t  know 
that  any  man  has  been  nut  on  by  contractors,  or  anybody  else  outside.  I  don't  know  but  the 
eonstnictor  has  selectea  him  as  the  best  man,  and  put  him  on.  Possibly  the  constructor  did 
not  have  the  selection  of  the  inspector.  I  think  it  very  likely  yon  will  find  that  men  of 
Utat  kind  have  been  appointed  by  the  bureau.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  receive  letters  from 
the  bureau  to  take  on  so  and  so,  without  our  knowing  whether  he  is  a  good  man  or  not  He 
Biay  be  t  good  man,  and  he  may  not ;  but  they  do  not  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  con-/ 
stinctor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Ton  were  saying  that  Mr.  Griffiths  had  the  use  of  all  the  facilities  of  the  y^Td,  the 
teams,  tools,  lathes,  planers,  Slc  Who  furnished  the  men  to  run  these  things  ? — A.  While  we 
sre  that  down,  he  has  tQ  furnish  them ;  but  while  we  were  running  the  yard,  the  men  run- 
ning  the  machinery  attended  to  it.    I  don't  think  there  was  anv  charge  made  against  him. 

Q.  Ton  furnished  the  men  to  get  out  the  material  for  the  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe 
thoee  abases  crept  in  under  what  they  call  *Mhe  facilities  of  the  yard." 

Q.  It  is  not  "  facilities  "  when  you  furnish  labor  f — A.  To  some  extent.  Of  course  I  do 
Bot  tpeak  poflitively  about  this.  I  do  not  know  that  the  time  of  any  man  has  been  charged 
when  he  nas  been  at  work  on  a  machine  while  con  tract- work  was  being  done.  I  do  not 
iuK>w  that  the  contractor  has  paid  for  anything  of  that  kind. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  15, 1876. 
David  B.  Macomb  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  *. 

Q.  You  were  not  here  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  Enterprise  under  the  first  con- 
tnrt  f — A.  No,  sir ;  she  was  commenced  before  I  came  here. 

Q.  When  did  you  come  here  ? — A.  I  reported  for  duty  as  inspector  of  machinery  afloat,  on 
tbe  10th  of  October,  1873, 1  think  it  was,  and  have  been  here  ever  since  as  inspector  of  ma- 
eluDenr  afloat  and  chief  engineer  of  the  yard. 

Q.  That  was  at  about  the  time  the  building  of  the  Enterprise  was  commenced  t — ^A.  No, 
sir;  she  was  well  under  way. 

Q.  Tbe  contract  is  dated  the  18th  of  September,  1873. — A.  That  is  about  the  time  I  re- 
ported for  duty.   I  think  my  orders  are  dated  on  the  4th  of  October,  1873. 

Q.  TBey  were  working  on  her  in  1873  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  working  on  her,  of 
coarse;  I  was  at  the  launch. 

Q.  Were  the  hands  employed  all  the  time? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  the  Government  keep  Mr.  Griffiths  furnished  with  material,  &c.  T — ^A.  To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  they  did.    It  did  not  come  under  my  supervision  exactly. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  of  any  time  when  the  hands  stopped  work  on  her? — A.  No, sir;  I 
don't  think  I  remember  any  time  when  they  were  stopped,  but  that  does  not  come  exactly 

under  my  department.     They  might  have  stopped  at  some  time  and  I  not  have  known  it, 

especially  in  that  part  of  the  yard.     That  is  the  constructor's  matter. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  anvthing  about  the  tearing  down  of  the  steamer  Illinois  beret — A.  No, 

ni;  that  was  done  before  I  came  here.    She  was  in  the  same  ship-house  that  the  Enterprise 

WMbmU  in,  and  therefore  she  must  have  been  torn  down  before  the  Enterprise  was  set  up. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  engine  that  was  built  to  put  in 

^  ^— A.  I  do.    I  got  my  orders  from  the  commandant.    1  think  I  can  show  copies  of 
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Q.  From  whom  did  ho  (ret  the  orders,  do  you  know  T — A.  He  got  the  orders  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-EDgineering,  Mr.  Wood,  by  the  direction  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Q.  What  were  the  orders  f — A.  I  almost  know  them  by  heart.  His  orders  were,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Navy  Department,  to  deliver  to  the  Providence  Steam-Engine  Company  what  was 
called  the  60  x  36  engines  which  were  intended  for  the  Illinois,  and  two  boilers  of  the  46  x  46 
size,  and  the  two  old  boilers  of  the  Nantasket.  The  46^  x  50  boilers  were  new  boilers  be- 
longing  to  the  Massachusetts.  The  orders  were  to  reserve  the  four  best,  and  to  deliver  such 
other  old  material  as  we  might  have  no  present  or  prospective  use.  for  in  the  department. 
The  orders  were  to  put  those  boilers  under  the  shears  tor  them,  and  to  g^ve  them  th&  usual 
facilities  for  taking  the  material  out  of  the  way ;  to  weigh  the  copper,  composition,  cast 
iron,  steel,  and  wrought  iron  separately,  and  return  the  number  of  pounds  of  each  to  the  De- 
partment when  completed/*    Thotie  were  my  orders. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Were  they  not  all  new  ?— A.  The  boilers  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  were  all 
new. 

Q.  Are  any  of  the  boilers  that  you  are  now  cutting  up  old  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  the Nantasket^s 
boilers  are  old ;  both  of  these  have  been  cut  up,  or  nearly  so.  They  (the  material)  are  still 
in  the  yard.   Also,  the  shaves  of  the  Peoria. 

Q.  Your  orders  were  to  return  the  weights  to  the  Department? — A.  To  make  return  to 
the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  returning  the  amount  of  each  separately,  which  we  have 
not  done  yet,  because  it  has  not  all  been  taken  awav. 

Q.  All  that  material  was  sold  to  those  parties  f — ^A.  It  was  disposed  of  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment.    The  order  says,  '*  which  the  oureau  has  disposed  of." 

Q.  What  did  that  engine  cost  f — A.  I  think  the  engine  and  boilers  cost  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $400,000 — the  engine,  boilers,  and  everything  complete. 

Q.  That  included  pumps  and  the  small  stationary  engine,  did  it  not  T — A.  Everything 
complete.  There  were  some  pumps  ;  there  was  no  stationary  engine  with  it. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  little  donkey  eng^e  f — A.  Those  were  wnat  we  called  pumps — two 
Sewairs  pumps.   I  reserved  one  of  those. 

Q.  They  had  never  been  used  f — A.  No,  sir ;  because  I  put  it  in  the  house  in  1868. 

Q.  Is  some  of  that  material  on  the  yard  now  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  it  7 — A.  All  the  shafting,  every  bit  of  it. 

Q.  What  part  has  been  removed  by  the^e  parties  f — ^A.  Almost  all  oHt  All  the  cast  iron, 
all  the  composition,  and  all  the  copper  piping.  In  fact  I  rather  think  all  except  the  shaft- 
ing. The  boilers  had  been  used  in  Government  vessels.  They  had  been  used  in  three  ships. 
We  had  eight  boilers  and  used  two  pairs  in  each  vessel.  A  great  many  of  the  appurten- 
ances belonging  to  those  boilers  I  retained,  as  the  order  said  to  deliver  those  engines  and 
said  nothing  about  the  appurtenances.  That  pump  I  had  a  prospective  use  for  and  retained 
it,  and  I  am  going  to  put  it  on  board  the  Lancaster.  The  Providence  Steam-Engine  Com- 
pany are  breaking  up  the  boilers  of  the  Nantasket,  and  one  which  was  intended  for  the  iron- 
clad Massachusetts. 

Q.  Is  that  by  order  of  the  Department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  included  in  this  same  order. 
Therefore  I  have  not  sent  on  the  amount  of  the  material,  because  it  says  ^*  when  completed 
you  will  inform  the  bureau,  stating  the  number  of  pounds  of  copper,  composition,  &c." 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  sale  of  this  material  was  advertised  or  not? — A.  I  don't 
know  whether  it  was  or  not.     It  says  **  so  recommended  by  the  board.*' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Will  you  state  again  the  exact  number  of  those  boilers  ? — A.  There  were  eight  alto- 
gether— six  in  the  Massachusetts.  Only  two  of  the  Massachusetts  boilers  were  to  be  deliv- 
ered, four  to  be  retained. 

*'Navy  Department, 
''Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

**  Washington,  D,  C,  Matf  11,  1875. 

**  Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  bureau  has  satisfactorily  dis- 
posed  of  the  maierial  in  the  yard  under  your  command  which  was  examined  and  so  recom- 
mended by  the  board  of  which  Chief  Engineer  Stewart  wa.s  the  senior  member,  to  the  Prov- 
idence Steam-Engine  Company,  as  follows :  One  pair  60  x  36  engines,  intended  for  the  Illi- 
nois, with  all  the  parts  and  fixtures  therewith  belonging  that  may  now  be  in  the  yard.  Two 
boilers  intended  for  the  Massachusetts  (4<H  x50)  reserving  the  four  best  forHhe  vessel.  Two 
boilers  removed  from  the  Nantasket ;  shaftiug  &.C.,  removed  from  the  Peoria.  About  20 
tons  old  scrap  from  the  Plymouth's  boilers.  Please  direct  that  the  above,  together 
with  such  old  parts  of  machinery,  wrought  iron,  and  composition,  as  may  be  on  hand  and 
for  which  there  is  no  present  or  prospective  use  for  purposes  of  this  bureau,  be  placed  uu- 
d  cr  the  derrick  on  the  wharf,  and  the  usual  facilities  of  the  yard  offered  to  the  purchaser  to 
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facilitate  the  removal  of  the  same.   A  careful  account  will  be  taken  of  each  kind  of  material 
delivered,  under  the  followin|^  heads,  viz. :  Cast  iron,  wrought  iron,  copper,  and  composi- 
tioD,  and  the  weight  of  each  sent  to  the  bureau. 
'^Respectfully, 

"WM.  W.W.WOOD. 

''  Chief  of  Bureau. 
'•Commodore  A.  Brvson,  U.  S.  N. 

'*  CommAndant  Navg-Yard,   Portsmouth,  N.  //.'* 

Q.  Were  the  boilers  of  the  Nantasket  good  for  anything  more  than  old  iron  t — A.  Yes, 
sir.  They  could  have  been  used,  because  thev  were  only  about  half  worn  out.  They  would 
have  been  fair  boilers  to  put  on  board  a  ship,  because  we  built  them  in  the  yard,  and  I  think 
we  can  build  better  work  in  the  yard  than  they  can  outside. 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  amount  of  that  material  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  the  amount  as  far  as 
it  has  been  delivered  ;  what  remains  here,  of  course,  I  have  not  got,  because  I  weigh  it  as  I 
deliver  it ;  and  a  very  careful  weighing  it  is,  too,  of  the  composition,  cast  iron,  or  whatever 
it  is.    The  order  says  ^  reserving  four."  I  have  picked  out,  of  course,  the  four  best,  making 
two  pair.    One  of  the  other  two  is  cut  up  or  very  nearly  cut  up ;  the  other  one  is  intact ;  has 
iK>t  been  touched.    The   Nantasket  boilers  are  cut  up  or  very  nearly  so,  and  the  agent  of 
the  company  has  been  written  to  to  send  a  schooner  here  to  take  the  material  away,  be- 
cause it  is  cumbering  up  the  yard. 

Q.  The  four  boilers  from  the  Massachusetts  still  remain  the  property  of  the  Government? — 
k.  Undoubtedly.  They  are  new  boilers.  The  other  one  remains  the  same  way,  although  the 
company  can  have  it  according  to  this  order. 

Q.  Was  not  thai  engine  designed  to  be  put  into  the  Illinois,  a  first-class  vessel,  to  run 
down  the  Alabama  f  Was  she  not  being  built  for  the  purpose  of  catching  the  Alabama  f — A. 
No,  lir ;  I  think  not.  The  Illinois,  the  Severn,  the  Contoocook,  the  Delaware,  the  California, 
ind  quite  a  number  of  vessels  of  the  same  class  had  the  same  kind  of  engines,  what  was 
ailed  the  60  X  36  engines,  designed  by  Chief  Engineer  Isherwood,  then  chief  of  bureau. 

Q.  It  was  a  good  engine,  was  it  not  J — A.  Undoubtedly.  I  have  had  experience  with  them 
on  two  ships,  and  they  were  very  fine  engines ;  they  worked  well.  They  seem  to  want  to 
ditcredit  what  is  called  **  simple  engines,'*  and  want  to  put  in  compound  engines.  That 
wems  to  be  ihe  fashion. 

Q.  Which  do  you  think  the  best  ? — A.  I  have  my  preference.  I  think  I  would  rather 
bare  a  simple  engine. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  preference  of  nearly  all  engineers  7 — A.  I  would  not  say  that,   because 
tbere  is  a  difference  of  opiniou  about  it.   In  England  they  use  a  good  many  compound  en- 
fioesand  a  good  many  simple  engines. 
Q.  You  don't  know  what  the  G6vemment  got  for  those  boilers  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Rjr  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q,  Don't  you  know  that  the  fastest  vessels  in  the  French'  navy  do  not  use  compound  en' 
^oes  ?— A.  I  know  some  do  and  some  do  not.  Some  of  the  fastest  vessels  have  compound 
engines  and  some  simple  engines.  The  fastest  vessel  we  ever  had,  the  fastest  vessel  that 
eTer  floated  on  the  ocean,  had  a  simple  engine. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  in  tearing  up  the  Illinois  ? — A.  I  believe  she  was  rotten,  like  the 
Hsttsachusetts.     I  did  not  see  her,  but  that  is  what  I  understood. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  iron  that  has  been  removed  from  here  f — A.  Not 
officially.  But  I  know  that  the  plate-iron  for  the  Massachusetts  was  removed  from  here  by 
order  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  I  think. 

Q.  Where  was  that  removed  to  f — A.  That  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  has  got  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know.  That  comes  in  the  con- 
structor's department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  breaking  up  of  any  gun-carriages  at  the  Charles- 
town  navy-yard  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  stationed  there. 

Q.^  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  tearing  down  of  the  Virginia  at  that  navy-yard  7 — 
A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge.  Nothing  more  than  hearing  it  was  being  done,  or  something 
of  that  kind. 

Br  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  are  your  facilities  for  building  here  t  What  class  engines  and  vessels  could 
you  build  ? — A.  We  have  facilities  for  building  almost  any  size  of  vessel,  and  we  have  the 
oachiuerj  to  build  a  first-class  sloop  of  war. 

Q.  Boilers  and  engines  t — A.  Boilers  and  engines.    We  built  the  boilers  here  for  the  Ply- 
^uih,  and  that  set  of  boilers  is   as  pretty  a  set  of  boilers  as  ever  were  put  into  a  vessel. 
febe  went  to  sea  in  October,  1875. 
Q.  How  large  a  ship  is  that?— A.  1,100  or  1,200  tons,  new  measurement;  probably  2,300 
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Q.  Could  you  build  auy  lar^r  ship  if  jou  were  ordered  tof — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  can  baild 
boilers  for  any  size  ship,  or  any  kind  of  engine,  compound  or  simple. 

Q.  Are  you  liniited  in  the  size  of  your  enfj^ines  7 — A.  Not  in  the  work  on  the  boiler, 
because  you  may  say  that  it  is  piecework  ;  it  is  put  together  in  pieces ;  but  we  have  not 
the  facilities,  probably,  for  builaing  an  engine  for  a  first-class  frigate ;  we  could  for  a  first- 
class  sloop  of  war. 

Q.  Have  you  the  tools  for  building  such  an  engine  7 — A.  We  have  the  tools,  but  not  the 
facilities  or  the  shop-room  for  building  such  an  engine  for  a  frigate.  We  have  a  planer 
here  that  cost  over  ^24,000.    There  is  not  a  finer  planer  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  You  could  very  handily  build  engines  for  sloops  of  war  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  In  regard  to  an  iron  ship,  provided  the  frames  were  brought  here,  would  you  be  able 
to  put  it  together f— A.  We  could  easily  do  that,  because  that  is  like  boiler- work — put 
together  in  pieces. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  could  do  that  as  cheaply  here  as  they  could  at  Chester  ? — A.  I 
think  so.  I  will  qualify  that.  The  iron-district  of  Pennsylvania  is  right  there,  and  the 
cost  of  transportation,  especially  in  the  winter  time,  would  be  greater  here,  as  they  would 
get  a  great  deal  of  their  iron  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  PhoBuixville,  and  all  around 
those  large  rolling-mills.     Of  course  transportation  would  be  less  to  Chester  than  here. 

Q.  But  if  you  were  going  to  build  an  iron-clad  here,  and  the  boilers,  pumps,  and  all  those 
things,  would  it  not  be  cheaper  to  keep  your  machinery  here  and  sena  there  for  the  iron, 
than  to  take  your  machinery  there  T — A.  I  think  so.  We  have  got  the  tools,  and  why  not 
use  them  here?    The  transportation  of  the  iron, of  course,  would  be  the  principal  cost. 

Q.  Would  there  be  trouble  in  getting  any  amount  of  labor  that  you  might  want  here  for 
that  purpose  if  it  was  known  you  wanted  it  7" A.  No,  sir ;  in  a  little  time.  In  fact,  when 
I  first  came  here  in  October,  1873.  I  came  here  as  inspector  of  machinery  afloat,  and  there 
was  an  order  for  building  boilers  for  the  Plymouth.  It  was  not  carried  out  promptly  for 
want  of  men  at  first;  they  had  a  few  men;  and  I  went  to  Boston  two  or  three  times  my- 
self, and  wrote  to  some  parties  in  New  York,  and  to  some  in  Boston,  Portland,  and  Man- 
chester, and  in  a  very  short  time  I  got  all  the  men  I  wanted.  Probably  I  did  not  get,  yon  may 
say,  quickly  the  thorough  mechanics  that  I  would  have  had  if  I  had  had  steady  employ- 
ment for  them,  because  they  were  scattered  all  around. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  facilities  for  doing  work  in  the  Brooklyn  yard,  New 
York  7— -A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  they  are  very  great 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  the  facilities  for  getting  iron-work  done  at  New  Market,  Man- 
chester, Lowell,  Portland,  and  various  points  within  forty  miles  from  this  place  that  are 
very  easily  accessible  ? — A.  They  have  greater  facilities  in  Portland  than  anywhere  else 
north  for  machinery- work. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  New  Market  T — A.  They  have  pretty  good  facilities  ther  . 
They  have  facilities  there  for  building  boilers  and  locomotive  work.  They  have  very  good 
founderies  there.   At  Manchester  they  have  pretty  good  facilities. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  think,  that  taking  Portland,  Great  Falls,  New  Market,  Dover,  Manchester, 
Concord,  and  Lowell,  to  go  no  further,  and  putting  them  together,  they  would  excel  the  fa- 
cilities that  you  could  get  in  New  York  City  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  should  not  think  they  would, 
from  the  fact  that  there  is  a  population  in  and  around  New  York  of  a  million  people.  There 
is  another  city  within  ninety-six  miles  of  it  that  has  half  a  million  more,  that  is  nnequaled 
anvwhere  outside  of  New  York  for  facilities  for  doing  machine-work.  I  mean  Philadel- 
phia. 

Q.  In  New  York  City  there  is  not  so  much  machinery-work  done  as  in  the  places  I  have 
mentioned,  is  there? — A.  I  know  there  is  plenty  of  small  work  done  all  around  in  those 
places,  but  what  is  the  character  and  class  of  the  machinery  7  Do  you  mean  agricultural  ma- 
chinerv,  or  anything? 

Q.  I  mean  steam-engines  for  large  ships  7 — ^A.  If  there  was  a  demand  for  that  kind  of 
work.  New  York  woula  excel  any  other  place  that  I  know  of,  except  Philadelphia.  They 
have  large  shops  and  large  tools,  which  I  have  seen.  There  are  the  Novelty  Works,  the 
Fulton  Works,  the  Morgan  Works,  and  Cold  Spring,  up  the  river— all  those  immense 
shops.    We  could  put  the  whole  navy-yard  into  some  of  them. 

Q.  You  have  been  to  Manchester  7 — A.  I  was  up  there  at  the  agricultural  fair  a  year 
ago.  I  generally  try  to  attend  those  things.  They  have  verv  large  facilities  there.  That  is 
the  reason  why  I  said  we  could  get  plenty  of  men.  I  never  had  any  difficulty  in  getting  men 
around  our  own  neighborhood.  I  think  when  I  came  here  thev  had  about  twelve  or  four- 
teen boiler-makers  picking  away  on  boilers.  I  didn*t  like  that  kind  of  work,  because  I  push 
things  when  I  do  work,  and  put  in  considerable  work  myself.  I  asked  the  chief  engineer, 
'*  Aren*t  you  going  to  get  some  men  ?'*  **  Yes,  if  they  come  along.**  I  said,  **  That  ia  not 
the  way  to  do  work ;  '*  so  I  wrote  to  Portland,  Manchester,  and  other  places. 

Q.  If  you  had  an  order  to  build  half  a  dozen  ships  of  war,  don*t  you  think  you  could  get 
the  facilities  here  to  build  them  without  going  to  New  York  ? — A.  If  they  had  the  same 
order  there,  we  could  beat  them,  because  we  could  get  the  facilities.  We  could  have  oar 
own  people  here.  If  they  had  no  work  there,  and  we  were  doing  work  here,  we  should  draif 
from  them,  because  men  would  go  wherever  they  could  get  work. 

Q.  If  they  had  an  order  for  half  a  dozen  sloops  of  war  in  New  York,  and  you  had  an  or^ 
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dcT  for  half  a  dozen  sloops  of  war,  you  could  build  them  with  the  facilities  you  have  here  as 
soon  as  they  could  f — A.  I  think  we  could,  althoujfh  New  York  is  a  big  place  and  has  better 
facilities  than  we  have  around  here  to  do  work,  large  work  especially.  I  would  undertake  to 
build  an  engine  here  60  by  36,  or  like  the  Lancaster's,  but  not  an  engine  for  a  large  frigate 
like  the  Wampanoag.  We  would  have  to  send  to  Philadelphia  for  the  shafts  for  the  engine, 
or  to  Baltimore,  or  Bridge  water,  Mass.,  or  up  to  Phoeuixville.  There  is  where  nearly  all  the 
large  shafting  is  made. 

Q.  The  shaft  of  that  large  engine  is  not  broken  up  ? — A.  No,  sir.  The  crank  and  other 
shsits  are  lying  ready  to  be  taken  off  the  dock.  They  are  of  the  best  material  and  the  best 
workmanship. 

Bj  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  have  been  here  since  the  Enterprise  was  first  started  ? — A.  Since  about  that 
time. 

Q.  Has  not  the  contractor  always  had  the  facilities  of  your  shop  whenever  he  wanted 
them  t — A.  Everv  facility :  and  not  only  that,  but  he  has  had  the  facility  of  my  expe- 
rience, because  that  I  consider  Government  property,  and  I  give  it  to  them.  He  has  had 
every  facility  he  possibly  could  have. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  detention  on  the  part  of  the  Government f — A.  No,  sir;  I  will 
take  my  oath  of  that. 

Q.  When  he  has  wanted  anything  done  on  a  lathe,  for  instance,  you  have  let  him  have 
it?— A.  He  has  had  every  facility,  and  has  had  the  preference.  He  has  used  up  our  tools. 
There  has  been  no  detention.  In  fact,  I  requested  the  bureau  to  give  me  $200  or  $250, 
and  employed  three  or  four  men  to  put  in  some  tubs,  and  put  up  some  piping  to  con- 
nect with  tiiem,  so  as  to  get  out  of  his  way,  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  say  that  he  was 
delayed  by  our  work. 

Q.  Have  you  charged  him  for  whatever  labor  has  been  done  for  him  in  your  depart- 
ment?—A.  I  have  cbarg^  him  for  material.  The  labor  part  he  pays  for  himself.  I  do 
not  charge  it  to  him,  but  the  material  we  find  or  let  him  have.  I  had  an  order  at  first 
to  let  him  have  such  material  from  our  store  as  he  wanted,  and  he  was  to  return  it  in 
kind ;  or,  if  be  did  not,  to  charge  it  when  his  contract  was  completed,  to  be  deducted  from 
his  final  payment.  I  think  there  is  $29,000  now  due  him  from  the  Government,  which  he 
says  I  can  sign  when  I  see  fit ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  see  fit. 

Q.  That  is,  when  his  contract  is  completed  7 — A.  That  is,  when  his  contract  is  completed  ; 
M  I  construe  it.  When  his  contract  is  completed,  and  the  vessel  accepted  by  the  board  of 
ennneers. 

Q.  Iten  whatever  he  has  had  in  yonr  department  will  be  deducted  from  that  f — A.  I 
retom,  in  my  semi-monthly  report,  the  articles,  with  the  dollars  and  cents,  the  invoice- 
prices,  taken  from  our  books,  of  every  pound  of  material  and  every  gallon  that  he  gets. 
Q.  What  it  cost  the  Government  t — A.  Exactly  what  it  cost  the  Government.    Every  ton 
of  coal  is  charged  exactly  at  the  invoice-price  that  the  Government  contracted  for  it. 

Q.  Are  you  doing  all  the  work  in  your  shop  on  the   engine  and  boilers,  or  is  he  Y — 
A.  He  is  doing  it. 

Q.  Were  the  engine   and   boilers  put  in  by  contract  f — A.  They  were  put  in  by  con- 
tract I  think  the  contract  was  $185,000  for  the  engines  and  boilers,  complete  in  all  respects. 
Q.  In  that  ship  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  a  separate  contract,  wasn't  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  is  a  different  man  from 
the  bailder.  The  builder  does  not  have  anvthing  to  do  with  the  engine  more  than  to  put  in 
what  is  called  the  usual  appointments  or  facilities  for  the  engineer  when  he  wants  wood- 
work done.  I  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  builder  of  the  hull ;  do 
not  know  him  at  all  officially  in  the  contract.  The  contractors  for  the  engine  and  boilers 
were  Woodruff  db  Co.;  now,  Blodgett  &  Clapp,  the  sureties  of  Woodruff  &,  Co.,  who 
have  failed. 

Q.  Are  you  getting  as  good  work  on  the  Enterprise,  and  all  the  pipes  and  fittings,  as 

you  would  if  you  did  it  y<i|^rself  f — A.  I  try  to.     I  must  say  I  don't  tnink  we  were.     Of 

course  we  are  furnishing  the   greater   part  of  the   material   now  used,  and  are  making 

them  put  in  the  best  material;  but  so  far  as  regards  the  work,  he  has  the  overseeing  ot 

it,  and  that  is  a  different  thing,  you  know,  from  inspection.   He  has  his  agent  or  foreman 

working  with  his  men,  and  he  tells  them  to  do  thus  and  so.     No    matter  how  sharp  I 

nay  fqjlow  him  up,  still  there  may  be  some  things  that  will  not  be  quite  as  good  as  if 

I  lad  them  done  myself  in  our  own  shop ;  yet  they  would  pass  inspection,  and  be  good. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  estimate  on  those  boilers  and  engines? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  besides  Mr.  Wood,  who  made  the  estimates  ? — A.  A  board  appointed  by 

the  Nary  Department  undoubtedly  did. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  those  estimates  were  f — A.  I  do  not  know.     All  I  know  is  that 
^  eoDtract  was  for  $185,000  for  all  these  ships,  the  Essex,  the  Adams,  the  Enterprise,  and 
i^^that  class. 
Q.  The  eight  sloope  of  war?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Weie  they  all  built  by  this  same  concern  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not.  This  is  the 
^>70Qe  boilt  by  this  concern.  This  is  really  a  simon-pure  contract  ship,  because  she  is 
"'^i^Uulland  everything  eUje,  by  contractors ;  machinery,  boilers,  and  stores  and  everything 
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bailt  and  put  in  ready  for  a  craiHiog- vessel,  for  $185,000.    That  is  what  I  understand  ;  I  have 
not  seen  the  contract. 

Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  enough  in  relation  to  it  to  pass  any  judgment  whether  it  was  cheap  or 
not  f — A.  Certainly,  sir ;  that  is  my  profession. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  the  Government  could  have  done  it  for  less  money  than  the  contract  was, 
and  better? — A.  Done  it  better. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  could  have  done  it  for  the  same  money  ? — A.  I  think  they  could 
have  done  it  for  the  same  money,  and  better.  It  stands  to  reason  that  a  man  is  not  going  to 
work  for  nothing. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  When  you  were  here  before,  you  were  at  the  head  of  your  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  Suppose  voii  had  an  order  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  work,  and  required  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men ;  did  you  make  a  requisition  for  so  many  men,  or  did  an  order  come  from  the  De- 
partment for  you  to  take  on  so  many  men? — A.  Sometimes  one  and  sometimes  the  other.  It 
would  come  to  me  in  this  way  :  Having  a  certain  amount  of  work  to  do,  we  were  allowed 
so  much  money  to  spend  each  month.  Of  course  we  would  take  on  so  many  men  to  do  that 
work,  not  exceeding  that  amount.  Sometimes  more  in  one  department  than  another.  If 
we  got  the  work  ahead  in  one  department,  the  foundery,  for  instance,  I  would  throw  off  some 
of  those  men  and  take  on  more  machinists :  that  is  my  plan  in  doing  work.  If  the  ma- 
chinists got  a  little  ahead  of  the  boiler-work,  I  would  throw  off  some  of  the  machinists  and 
take  on  more  boiler-workers,  so  as  to  keep  within  the  $6,000  a  month,  or  $5,000,  as  the  case 
might  be.  I  hardly  remember,  except  in  individual  cases,  where  the  bureau  has  specified 
to  take  on  men. 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  reason  why  these  eight  sloops  of  war  were  contracted  out  to  be 
built  was  on  account  of  abuses.  Now,  the  question  is,  have  you  had  the  selection  of  your 
help  when  you  have  taken  them  on  ? — A.  As  a  general  thing,  I  have,  except,  as  I  say,  in 
individual  cases. 

Q.  You  have  made  your  own  selections  f — A.  I  have  made  my  own  selections.  Wh«B  I 
had  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do,  if  I  wanted  twenty  boiler-makers,  a  man  would  come  and 
say,  *'  I  am  a  boiler-maker.*'  "  Where  have  you  worked?  "  I  would  give  bim  a  kind  of 
preliminary  examination,  either  myself  or  my  foreman.  I  would  tell  my  foreman,  '*  I  want 
to  hurry  that  part  of  the  work' up."  **  Well,  sir,  I  must  have  a  few  men."  **  Very  good  ;  I 
want  you  to  take  on  some  first-class  men ;  how  many  men  will  you  want  ?  "  "  Well,  I  want 
so  many  first-class  men,  so  many  second-class  men,  and  so  many  helpers."  Of  course  they 
all  go  together ;  it  would  not  do  to  hire  all  first-class  men  and  use  them  as  helpers ;  that  is, 
I  do  not  do  work  in  that  way.  My  foreman  would  make  the  selections  and  hand  them  to 
me,  especially  when  we  were  doing  a  large  amount  of  work ;  but  when  we  are  doing  a  small 
amount  of  work,  I  have  got  so  I  know  every  man  about  the  place  here,  and  I  always  give 
them  the  preference,  working  for  the  interest  of  the  Government,  or  intending  to. 

Q.  Have  you  examined  the  machinery  in  the  Enterprise  T — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Is  that  machinery  of  the  best  quality  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  the  machinery  now  in  the  Enterprise  what  speed  will  she  make  ? — A.  I  think 
her  maximum  speed  will  not  be  above  ten  knots  per  hour. 

Q.  What  effect  will  the  six  bilge-keels  on  the  Enterprise  have  on  her  speed  ?— A.  Hetard 
it  about  two  or  two  and  a  half  knots  per  hour. 

Q.  Leaving  off  the  bilge-keels,  could  you  have  built  the  machinery  in  the  yard  to  give  her 
a  greater  rate  of  speed ;  and  how  much  per  hour  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  could  ;  as  mucn  as  fif- 
teen knots  per  hour. 

Q.  Was  the  Essex,  built  by  the  Government,  constructed  with  bilge-keels  Y — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  With  the  machinery  in  the  Essex,  what  will  be  her  speed,  in  your  opinion  ?— A.  Her 
maximum  speed,  I  think,  will  be  twelve  knots. 

Mr.  Wilson.  (Answer  to  question  3.)  I  don't  believe  that  thft  Enterprise  will  make  more 
than  eight  knots  per  hour. 

Mr.  IliCHBOKN.  (Answer  to  question  3.)  I  think  she  will  make  between  eight  and  nine 
knots  per  hour. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  ilf arc/i  10,  fnTfi. 

Commander  Suilivan  Dorr  Amrs  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman. 

Question.  We  want  to  ask  you  if  you  have  any  suggestions,  as  head  of  your  departments, 
to  make  to  our  committee  touching  any  abuses  that  you  know  in  the  Navy,  or  anything  that 
is  calculated  to  be  for  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy.— A.  In  my  departments,  sir,  I  know  of 
nothing.  I  am  perfectly  green  as  to  navy-yards ;  I  have  been  here  only  three  months. 
There  are  no  abuses  either  in  the  ordnance  or  navigation  departments  at  this  yard.  I  have 
both  of  those  departments.  *  There  cannot  be,  because  the  expenses  of  both  of  them  are  not 
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OTer  $500  a  month,  employes  and  all,  and  few  etores  are  bought :  almost  everjlhing  come 
from  Wasbini^ton.  I  think  the  whole  amount  of  open  purchases  we  have  made  in  navifj^a- 
tion  for  the  past  four  years  does  not  amount  to  $400.  We  are  all  supplied  from  Washington 
I  think  there  is  only  one  thing  tbat  any  ordnance  officer  feels  it  necessary  to  suggest,  and 
that  is  the  necessity  of  rifled  ordnance  for  the  Navy,  or  the  necessity,  in  other  words,  of 
keeping  up  with  the  day. 

Q.  Are  yon  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  engine  business  f    Do  yon  understand  this 
contest  between  the  **  compound  engine  **  and  the  **  simple  engine?" — A.  Not  technically, 
because  the  engineers  are  not  agreed  upon  it  themselves.    The  question,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  between  the  economy  of  the  **  compound  "  over  the  other ;  in  other  words,  that  a  man-of- 
war  may  get  more  miles  with  the  same  amount  of  coal  with  the  '*  compound  engine  '*   at 
»ame  spe^  than  she  can  with  the  ordinary  engine.     Personally,  without  having  any  tech- 
nical knowledge.  I  do  not  have  the  slightest  faith  in  the  new  style  of  engine.    I  think  it  is 
an  addition  of  complication,  without  the  slightest  advantage  in  economy.   That  which  would 
b«  economy  in  a  merchant-ship,  plying  across  the  ocean  every  eight  or  nine  days  at  full 
speed,  has  not  the  slightest  application  to  a  man-of-war,  which  during  a  whole  year  might 
not  be  three  weeks  under  steam.     A  Navy  vessel  does  some  sailing  without  steam,  and  lies 
by  in  port  a  good  while.     **  A  man-of-war,*'  as  has  been  said,  **  is  never  perfectly  useless 
to  the  country  except  when  she  is  at  sea.    The  instant  she  gets  at  sea  she  is  cut  off  from 
communication  with  the  world.''    Of  course  that  is  not  altogether  so ;  but  it  is  partially  so. 
The  great  trouble  with  our  engine  department  is  that  we  are  substituting,  apparently,  a 
nomlMr  of  high-pressure  small  boilers  for  the  old-fashioned  low-pressure  boiler.    In  other 
words,  we  put  into  vessels  ten  or  more  powder-magazines,  any  one  of  which  blowing  up  will 
blow  up  the  whole  thing  ;  whereas,  with  the  ordinary  low-pressure  boiler,  such  a  disaster 
would  only  result  in  the  death  or  wounding  of  a  few  people,  but  could  not  endanger  the 
«hip  to  any  great  extent.   In  other  words  it  is  the  di£Perence  between  25  pounds  of  pressure 
um70:  and  I  think  that  this  substitution  is  a  very  hazardous  experiment  in  case  of  war. 
What  may  be  useful  under  20  inches  of  armor  may  not  be  useful  under  8  inches  of  wood. 
The  English  have  not  adopted  the  compound  engine  without  experiment.    I  don't  know 
bow  deep  they  are  going  into  it,  but  they  are  experimenting  a  great  deal,  and  have  also 
been  trjing  it  in  the  merchant  service  for  some  time.     I  have  heard  our  engineers  greatly 
differ  on  these  subjects. 

Q.  Yon  would  not  think  that  experiment  had  gone  so  far  as  to  justify  the  Government  in 
datrojing  all  the  old  engines  7 — A.  O,  no,  sir.  They  tell  me  that  an  engine  was  broken 
np  in  this  yard  which  cost  $300,000,  which  was  sold  at  half  a  cent  a  pound  as  old  iron.  I 
enonld  say  that  it  might  have  been  sold  for  more  money.  And  the  boilers  which  are  being 
broken  up  here  I  think  are  all  good  boilers.  I  would  rather  have  them  in  my  ship  than  the 
new  boilers.  I  would  rather  have  25  pounds  pressure  than  70,  if  I  am  not  to  be  protected 
hj  armor.  I  think  that  would  be  the  reasoning  of  any  man  that  has  ever  been  in  war.  I 
think  it  is  best  not  to  have  the  magazine  at  the  front. 

Q.  Now  what  do  they  do  with  your  old  guns  and  anchors  T — A.  The  anchors  belong  to 
equipment.  Navigration  is  a  very  small  department,  and  simply  has  charge  of  nautical 
instrnments,  stationery,  flags,  lights,  books,  &c. 

Q.  These  anchors  are  all  made  here  for  vessels  that  have  been  built  here  7 — A.  Anchors 
tn  made  at  Washington.     When  a  vessel  comes  from  sea  her  anchors  are  put  in  the  park 
here  and  examined  to  see  if  they  are  cracked  or  broken.    They  are  sent  ont  in  other  ships  as 
lon^  as  they  are  useful. 
Q.  They  never  sell  those  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never  while  they  are  serviceable. 
Q.  How  is  it  with  guns  i — A.  With  guns,  since  I  have  been  here,  none  have  been  sold.    Jf 
ve  sell  guns,  it  is  after  they  have  passed  through  their  number  of  fires  and  are  not  useful. 
That  has  been  done  since  the  war.     It  will  probably  come  to  you  in  my  report. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  having  been  sold  from  the  yard  in  your  department  ? — 
A.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  sold  from  the  ordnance,  quite  a  large  amount,  that  is,  com- 
paratirely  speaking.  I  will  have  that  report,  of  course,  made.  The  sales  are  old  ammunition 
ttd  old-pattern  arms  condemned  and  not  used  any  more  in  the  service. 

Q.  How  do  you  sell  those  ? — A.  I  think  they  are  sold  by  the  bureau,  by  advertisement ; 
>Dd  we  were  notified  as  to  what  had  been  sold  from  our  yard.  I  don't  thiuk  there  has  been 
tty  sale  here.     I  shipped  the  last  lot  about  a  month  or  two  ago. 

Q-  How  large  was  it  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  the  amount  of  it.  It  was  all  packed  before  I 
^▼e4,  I  have  got,  of  course,  all  the  papers  about  it,  and  I  shipped  it  to  the  address  or- 
dered.   It  had  already  been  sold ;  but  it  was  stuff'  that  was  of  no  value. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  the  price  of  it  was  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  papers  in  my  office  will 
*how  what  it  was  sold  for.  The  paymaster  showed  me  a  receipt  for  some  carbines  sold  for 
60  ants  apiece,  sent  away  from  here.  They  are  probably  worth  more  than  that,  but  you 
ttnnotgeiii.  You  are  subject  to  a  "ring"  in  selling  arms.  If  you  put  up  old  arms  for 
^le  yoa  have  no  competition.  In  any  sale  of  old  arms  you  are  subject  to  the  bids  of  a  very 
«w  people. 

^Q.  Haveyon  been  stationed  on  other  yards?— A.  Onlv  at  Boston,  for  six  months  in  1869- 
'0,  and  at  the  Naval  Academy  for  three  years.  I  have  been  at  sea  for  over  ten  years  of  my 
*«rnce,  and  have  not  been  at  shore-stations,  except  the  Naval  Academy,  a  great  deal.  In 
lact,  we  younger  officers  do  not  have  a  chance  to  be  much  at  navy-yards. 
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KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  16,  1876. 
Mr. Putnam  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  70a  at  any  time  been  purchasing  paymaster  heret — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  office  now  t — A.  Paymaster  of  the  yard. 

Q.  When  were  you  purchasing  paymaster  here  7 — A.  It  was  four  years  ago  this  July  that 
I  led  the  office  there. 

Q.  Well,  now,  how  would  you  manage,  as  purchasing  paymaster,  about  obtaining  sup- 
plies 7  Would  yon  get  some  of  them  by  advertisement,  make  the  estimate,  and  some  of 
them  be  bought  by  aovertisement  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  that  would  some  be  bought  by  open  purchase  T — A..  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  would  that  happen  t — A.  When  there  would  not  be  enough  by  advertisement. 

Q.  Then  they  would  send  on  a  requisition  here  for  more  supplies 7 — A.  Yes, sir;  some- 
times they  would  say  that  the  supply  was  for  immediate  use,  and  they  would  nut  advertise. 
It  was  the  bureau  at  Washington. 

Q.  Would  you  be  left  to  negotiate  the  prices  and  everything  to  the  best  advantage? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  prices  or  not  fixed  at  any  time  by  the  bureau  at  Washington — what  you 
would  have  to  pay  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  the  estimates  would  be  put  on  the  requisitions  here. 

Q.  DidnH  Mr.  Hanscom  sometimes  fix  the  prices  that  you  were  to  give  for  articles  f — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  prices  fixed  by  Constructor  Hanscom  for  lumber  delivered  by  Trickey  &, 
Jewett  at  any  time 7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Q.  How  did  the  prices  paid  Messrs.  Trickey  &  Jewett  for  lumber  compare  with  the  prices 
in  the  market  here  at  Portsmouth  t — A.  Well,  we  generally  tried  to  get  them  at  market- 
rates.  The  paymaster  would  ascertain  as  near  as  he  could.  The  paymaster  would  be  likely 
to  be  cheatea  as  well  as  anvbody  else  in  business  transactions.  Sometimes  I  think  I  pur- 
chased articles  lower  than  the  market-rates,  and  sometimes  perhaps  it  went  higher. 

Q.  In  no  instance,  then,  were  the  prices  fixed  on  acytniDg  that  you  purchased,  by  the 
bureau  at  Washington — by  Mr.  Hanscom  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  would  ask  you :  while  you  were  here  was  the  most  of  the  material  bought  by  open 
purchase  or  bv  contract  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  hardly  tell  you  that.  I  thiuk  there  was 
a  ereat  deal  of  contract  material ;  but  1  remember  an  instance  in  Yards  and  Docks  where 
Admiral  Rodgers  used  to  find  that  he  used  to  buy  bis  coal  by  contract  in  the  summer  time, 
and  the  contractors  would  not  furnish  it;  and  in  the  winter  season  they  would  be  without 
coal  here,  and  the  paymaster  would  have  to  buy  the  eoal.  There  would  be  no  coal  in  the 
yard  here ;  and  I  think  that  bureau  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better  to  buy 
the  coal  here  right  on  the  yard.  I  think  I  purchased  from  Mr.  Walker  at  one  time  quite  a 
quantity  of  coal  for  Yards  and  Docks. 

Q.  In  your  office,  the  last  of  the  bills  that  came  to  you  was  for  timber  and  materials  that 
you  bought  by  open  purchase,  and  b  v  orders  from  the  bureau,  was  it  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  with  regard  to  that  proportion  that  was  paid  by  you,  whether  they  were 
materials  furnished  that  were  bought  by  irregular  bidding  or  by  the  chiefs  of  the  diflerent 
bureaus  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  know  anything  about  the  contract  except  for  the  bills. 

Q.  You  would  not  know  whether  it  came  by  order  from  the  chiefs  of  the  different  bureaus, 
or  whether  it  was  done  by  a  bid  to  furnish  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  about  that.  If  the  bureau 
bought,  I  would  not  know  whether  it  was  a  contract  or  whether  it  was  bought  right  out 

Q.  If  the  bureau  bought,  it  would  come  through  your  office,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
it  might  and  might  not.  If  he  bought  of  a  merchant  in  New  York,  he  might  say,  **  I  would 
rather  have  these  bills  payable  in  New  York,  by  the  paymaster  there." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  committed  in  the  navy-yard  here  T— A.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my 
personal  knowledge,  I  do  not ;  I  have  only  been  here  four  or  five  months. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  persons  being  employed  here  from  political  considerations  rather  than 
for  the  benefit  of  the  service  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  none  in  my  office.  That  is  all  that  I  can 
say. 

Q.  Do  you  kuAw  of  any  assessments  made  on  either  employes  or  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment here  for  political  purposes  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Department  at  Washington  orders  an  extra  amount  of  labor 
to  be  employed  just  before  pending  elections  in  Maine  or  New  Hampshire  f — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not.  There  was  a  large  force  on  this  summer,  but  they  were  at  work  on  the  M&rion,  to 
get  her  to  sea.    After  they  got  her  to  sea,  they  discharged  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  navy -yard  who  has  been  given  any  con- 
sideration in  money  or  property,  or  the  repre-eiitative  of  either,  by  any  person,  for  the  deriv- 
ing of  a  benefit  from  the  Government  for  such  perEon  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  contractor  who  has  given  any  consideration  in  money  or  property, 
or  the  representative  of  either,  to  any  officer  or  the  Grovernment  by  way  of  innuencing  con* 
tracts  or  obtaining  benefits  from  the  Goveinment,  or  anything  of  that  kind  t — A.  No,  sir. 


KITTERY   NAVr-YARD.  137 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  person  coDnected  with  the  Government  who  ha?  been  jfiven  any 
consideration  in  money,  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  fjr  the  obtaining  of  bene- 
fits from  the  Government  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  fraudulent  or  improper  removal  of  any  Goverjo^ent  property 
from  the  Government  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  16,  1876 
Locke  sworn  and  examined. 


By  the  Chair&ian  : 

Question.  You  are  a  timber-inspector  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  acting  in  that  capacity  7 — ^A.  I  think  since  July,  1870 ;  pre- 
vious to  that,  deputy  inspector. 

Q.  Throogh  whoee  influence  and  recommendation  were  you  appointed  timber-inspector  t 
— A.  As  timber-inspector,  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Cragin ;  as  deputy,  in  1864,  by  the  late 
Admiral  Pierson,  commandant  of  the  yard  at  that  time. 

Q.  Have  any  parties  ever  paid  you  any  money  for  passing  their  material  in  the  yard  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Ida  Lewis  ever  put  any  timber  on  the  yard  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  contractors  f — A.  Mr.  Bigelow. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  timber  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  quality  ?>-A.  To  my  recollection,  it  was  first  quality. 

Q.  Was  it  live-oak  knees  T — A.  It  was  live-oak  timber. 

Q.  Was  it  the  best  quality  of  live-oak  t — A.  As  far  as  my  memory  serves  me. 

Q.  Where  is  that  now  f  Is  it  in  the  wet  basin  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  some  of  it  has  been 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Marion  and  the  Enterprise  and  other  vessels. 

Q.  Did  any  party  ever  offer  to  pay  you  any  money  to  increase  the  amount  of  lumber  that 
their  Tessel  actually  carried? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  one  ever  offered  to  pay  you  anything  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  ever  did  pay  you  anything  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  live-oak  timber  has  been  received  in  this  yard  for  the  last 
thnejeant— A.  I  donot  ' 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  average  price  that  has  been  paid  for  it  by  the  Government  ?^ 
A.  I  don't  know  as  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Messrs.  Trickey  &,  Jewett  furnished  one  hundred  thousand  feet 
of  pine  lumber  on  requisition  about  October  2^,1874,  and  at  what  price  7 — A;  I  can't  re- 
oember  now,  sir. 

Q-  Was  not  that  rather  an  unusual  amount  to  come  on  the  yard  at  one  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
SD  onoBual  amount. 

Q.  Would  you  not  have  recollected  it  if  it  had  taken  place  T — A.  I  should  think  I  should. 

Q.  It  was  not  all  received  at  one  time  probably  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  remember  that. 

Q.  You  remember  such  an  amount  of  lumber  at  one  time  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  not  have  remembered  it  if  you  had  received  it  7 — A.  I  should  think  I 
iboold. 

Q.  The  books  will  show  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  what  authority  that  lumber  was  received — whether  you  were  ordered 
to  receive  it  from  Washington  7 — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Suppose  that  fact  existed — that  there  was  one  hundred  thousand  feet  received — whose 
books  would  show  it? — ^A.  The  books  in  the  constructor's  office  would  show  it. 

By  Mr.  JONES : 

Q.  When  did  that  lumber  come  in  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  of  seeing  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  keep  any  memorandum-book  or  anything  of  that  kind  7 — A.  O,  yes,  sir ; 

I  keep  memorandum-books  and  all  the  entries.     But  1  understood  you  to  inquire  about  the 

nthority,  &c 
Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  price  of  that  or  any  other  lumber  f — A.  No,  sir. 

There  was  no  price  ever  fixed  with  me. 
Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  what  the  quality  was  7 — ^A.  That  particular  lot  I  don't 

ra&ember  anything  about. 
Q.  Could  yon  tell  what  particular  proportion  of  that  lot,  or  any  other,  was  first,  second, 

or  third  class  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell  that. 

%  Do  you  know  whether  the  Government  knees,  live-oak,  delivered  by  Trickey  & 
Jwi«»t,  have  been  in  accordance  with  Government  regulations  f — A.  Well,  sir,  if  I  under- 
Btaad  the  question,  they  have  as  a  whole.  There  have  been  rejections,  of  course — material 
i^eeted  and  taken  away. 

Q.How  long  have  you  been  on  the  yard,  did  you  say? — A.  I  was  a  deputy  inspector  ap- 
pointed in  ltt64,  the  29lh  of  June. 
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Q.  I  understood  jou  to  say  that  yon  had  books  showings  all  the  timber  that  you  had  re- 
ceived from  different  parties?^ — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  Qualities  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  the  different  contractors  have  delivered  timber  hero  on  account  of 
their  contract  with  the  Government  1 — A.  Only  by  the  record. 

Q  Of  course  you  are  notified  how  much  you  are  to  take;  you  are  notified  that  there  are 
certain  lots  coming^  in  different  schooners  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  when  there  is  a  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  more  timber  sent  here  by  those  contractors  than 
what  the  actual  bid  was  for,  or  not  ? — A.  fVell,  I  do  not. 

Q.  I  mean,  providing  I  bid  for  25,000  feet  of  timber,  do  you  know  whether,  if  I  should 
send  50,000  feet  or  75,000  feet,  it  would  be  taken  ? — A.  I  think  there  has  been  cases  where 
there  has  been  an  excess. 

Q.  Have  there  not  been  cases  where  there  has  been  a  large  excess  Y — A.  I  think  there 
have. 

Q.  What  have  you  done  with  it  7 — A.  It  has  been  landed  in  the  yards. 

Q.  Whom  do  you  receive  your  orders  from  ?— A.  Through  the  constructor. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  has  been  a  large  excess  of  timber  delivered  here 
beyond  the  orders  to  the  parties  who 'have  delivered  it  t — A.  I  cannot  say  large  excesses. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  there  have  been  cargoes  of  timber  delivered  to  this  yard  that 
have  not  been  sold  by  the  Gk>vemment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  cases  where  it  has 
been  landed  here  and  has  not  been  sold.     I  could  not  say  how  many. 

Q.  Who  delivered  it  7 — A.  I  think  there  has  been  some  delivered  by  Mr.  Swift.  I  don't 
know  of  any  one  else.    I  am  not  certain  about  that  exactly  ;  but  it  was  by  Mr.  Swift. 

Q.  Has  noi  that  timber  been  afterward  used  by  the  Government  7  Has  any  of  that 
timber  ever  been  taken  away  that  has  been  delivered  here  that  has  not  been  contracted 
for  f — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  It  has  not  been  received.  There  is  one  lot  here  that  has 
not  been  received. 

Q.  The  balance  of  it  has  been  received  and  used,  has  it  not  Y~  A.  No,  sir ;  it  has  not  been 
received. 

Q.  Of  that  that  has  come  here  without  being  ordered  or  bought  by  contract,  there  has  not 
any  been  received,  you  say  T — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  that  has  been  taken  away  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  know  of  a  lot  of  it  that  has  been  received  f — A.  It' has  been  landed  on 
the  yard.    It  is  here  on  the  yard  now. 

Q.  How  many  cargoes  are  there  here  7 — A.  I  don^t  know  how  many.  There  are  a  small 
number ;  two  or  three,  perhaps. 

Q.  Have  you  two  or  three  cargoes  here  on  the  yard  now  7 — A.  I  guess  there  are.  I  don't 
know  the  number;  three  or  four  cargoes,  for  aught  I  know.. 

Q.  Was  it  measured  7  Have  ever  you  surveyed  that  timber? — A.  It  was  all  measured  as 
it  came  out  of  the  vessel.     It  has  to  be  measured  as  it  comes  out  of  the  vessel. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  that  fact  f — A.  The  memorandum  shows  it. 

Q.  You  can  get  from  your  books  an  accurate  answer  to  that  question  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Jones.  We  want  your  books. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  any  cargoes  of  timber  being  brought  here  previous  to 
orders,  and  received,  where  negotiations  have  been  carried  on  at  Washington  to  get  a  per- 
mit to  have  them  received  after  lying  here  several  days,  and  where  the  same  cargoes  have 
been  received  by  orders  from  Washington  ? — A.  If  I  understand  that  question  fully,  I  should 
think  that  was  the  case. 

Q.  I  mean  cargoes  of  timber  brought  here  and  not  landed  until  after  negotiations  had 
been  had  at  Washington,  and  after  negotiations  had  been  perfected  they  were  allowed  to  be 
landed  and  received  oy  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  landed  afler  negotiations. 

Q.  How  many  cargoes  have  laid  here  in  that  way,  where  tkere  was  detention  on  the 
vessels  until  you  could  find  out  from  Washington  whether  they  were  received  or  not  7 — 
A.  Well,  I  don't  know  how  many  there  were. 

Q.  Should  you  say  there  had  been  several  f — A.  This  is  entirely  from  memory,  of  course. 
I  cannot  say  whether  this  permission  was  given  for  this  timber  to  be  landed  before  they 
came  to  the  yard  or  not. 

Q.  I  asked  you  whether  there  were  orders  to  receive  it,  and  it  was  not  received  until 
negotiations  had  been  carried  on  at  Washington,  and  after  a  time  orders  came  here  to  re- 
ceive it,  and  the  vessels  lay  here  under  detention  several  days  7 — A.  Yes, sir;  that  is  my 
impression ;  that,  I  believe,  to  be  the  fact. 

Q.  How  many  cases  of  that  kind  7 — A.  There  was  one  in  particular.  I  cannot  recollect 
the  vessel's  name.     It  was  one  with  this  lot  of  live-oak  timber.     It  lay  here  some  little  time. 

Q.  I  refer  now  to  timber  .afterward  landed  and  used  on  the  yard — not  timber  that  lies  here 
now. — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  but  there  was  one  lot. 

Q.  What  was  that  t — A.  That  was  a  lot  of  live-oak  timber.    She  lay  here  some  little  time. 

Q.  How  long  was  it? — A.  Well,  she  must  have  laid  here  a  few  weeks.  I  don't  know  ex- 
actly the  time. 
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Q.  Afterward  that  timber  was  landed  and  used  t— A.  Well,  portions  of  it  were  used,  and 
portions  of  it  rejected. 

Q.  It  belongs  to  the  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  a  proportion  of  it  was  rejected  1 — A    Well,  I  can't  remember  the  am3unt. 

Q.  What  b^ame  of  the  rejected  portion  7 — A.  It  is  piled  up  and  lies  out  by  the  basins 
there. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  of  a  portion  of  a  cargo  of  knees  brought  around  here  that  it  was  said 
bj  the  commodore  there  was  no  use  for,  and  negotiations  were  carried  on  without  landing 
them  for  some  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  lot.  I  don't  know  what  the  commodore 
remarked  about  it. 

Q.  You  know  they  lay  here  for  some  time  and  afterward  were  received  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  joa  know  about  those  knees  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  yon  know  about  them  T  Tell  the  committee  as  to  their  quality,  and  whether 
therwere  desirable. — A.  They  were  not  up  to  the  standard. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  they  were  condemned  in  some  other  yard  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I 
never  beard  that  they  were  condemned  in  any  other  yard,  that  J  remember  of. 

Q.  Was  it  not  common  rumor  on  the  yard  ? — A.  If  it  was  it  did  not  come  to  my  ears. 

Q.  Of  what  quality  were  they  ? — A.  Th  y  were  not  up  to  the  standard.  This  lot  was 
white  oak. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  of  a  lot  of  hackmatack  knees  brought  here  in  some  similar  way  ? — A. 
Tes,  sir :  there  was  a  small  lot  of  hackmatack. 

Q.  Was  there  not  trouble  about  them,  and  did  not  they  lay  here  until  there  were  negotia- 
^s  at  Washington  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  a  lot  of  hackmatack  and  white  oak.- 

Q.  Now,  just  tax  your  memory  for  something  else  besides  one  cargo  of  white-oak  timber, 
which  lay  here  several  days  before  being  landed. — A.  This  lot  of  knees  that  I  speak  of,  the 
oak  and  hackmatack,  were  different  cargoes. 

Q.  Now,  yon  have  not  stated  in  regard  to  quality,  and  whether  they  were  desirable  for 
the  use  of  the  navy-yard. — A.  I  myself  personally  rejected  a  large  portion  of  them.  I  did 
not  receive  them  myself,  and  then  there  were  negotiations  pending,  and  they  were  bought  at 
what  they  were  supposed  to  be  worth. 

Q.  How  do  yon  know  that  ? — A.  That  was  the  understanding.  That  was  the  order,  if  I 
nnderstood  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  supposed  price  was  ? — A.  I  have  forgotten  now. 

Q.  You  did  know  the  price  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  paid  a  full  price  for  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not.  They  were 
not  op  to  the  standard,  and  they  bought  them  at  a  reduced  price. 

Q.  Did  they  get  them  at  a  very  reduced  price,  according  to  their  quality  ? — A.  Well,  it 
waa  so  intended. 

Q-  Who  sent  those  knees  here  7 — A.  Mr.  John  Trickey  sent  the  white-oak  knees. 

Q.  Who  sent  the  hackmatack  ? — A.  It  was  the  same.  Jewett  and  Trickey  were  in  com- 
pvij  at  the  time. 

Q.  Can't  you  think  of  any  other  cargo  that  lay  here  until  there  came  an  order  from  the 
Department  T — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  at  this  time. 

Q.  Don't  yon  know  that  the  live-oak  that  has  been  used  to  put  in  the  dock  was  in  the 
stme  condition  that  those  cargoes  were— t.  e.,  that  they  lay  here  for  some  time  before  the  com- 
niudant  would  receive  them  7 — A.  Not  of  the  live  oak,  sir. 

Q.  The  only  cargoes  of  live-oak  that  have  come  here  that  have  been  put  in  the  dock  were 
cargoes  that  were  at  once  landed  as  soon  as  they  came,  and  were  inspected  by  you  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir.  , 

Q.  Was  it  io  every  instance  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  they  were  landed  they  were  inspected. 

Q.  I  don't  want  to  know  about  what  is  in  the  yard  now,  but  about  a  cargo  or  cargoes  of 
live-oak  that  came  here,  and  there  was  a  question  about  receiving  them,  and  after  a  while 
Wffe  received  and  taken  care  of  by  the  Government. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  recollect  any- 
^ing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Every  cargo  of  live-oak  that  there  has  been  any  question  about  is  here  on  the  yard 
DOW,  and  not  l^en  accepted  by  the  Government  t — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  it,  as  far  as  I  re- 
member. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  You  know  that  since  the  time  in  1864  that  you  have  been  here  as  timber-inspector 
whether  there  has  not  been  a  number  of  cargoes  of  timber  sent  here  to  this  yard,  alongside 
of  jonr  wharf,  which  were  not  contracted  for,  and  which  have  laid  here  a  number  of  days 
DDtil  orders  have  come  from  the  Department  at  Washington  to  receive  them  ? — A.  Well,  I 
can't  say. 

Q.  Will  your  books  show  you  that  ?  You  must  have  a  very  short  memory  if  you  cannot 
Wl  whether  there  has  only  been  one  cargo  or  whether  there  have  been  five,  six,  seven,  or 
^?bt.>-A.  These  three  are  all  that  have  ever  laid  waiting  for  orders  from  Washington  to 
land. 

Q.  Those  three  you  inspected  when  they  were  landed,  didn't  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we 
kavt  to  do  that  in  order  to  keep  our  business  agoing. 


140  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

Q.  Now,  these  three  cargoes  have  been  nsed  by  the  Goyerameot  since  that  time,  have 
they  not  1 — A.  One  of  them  has  not  been  touched.  That  is  the  cargo  of  live-oak  of  Mr. 
Swift's  that  lay  over  there.  That  never  has  been  touched.  There  have  possibly  a  few 
pieces  of  the  other  been  used — of  the  white  oak.  I  mean  tho  projecting  pieces.  There 
were  three  cargoes  that  lay  awaiting  permission  to  land. 

Q.  Did  the  Government  purchase  them  before  they  gave  permission  to  use  them  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  say  that  none  of  the  live-oak  that  there  was  any  question  about 
has  been  used  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  it. 

Q.  But  the  three  cargoes — one  of  live-oak,  and  one  of  hackmatack,^and  the  other  of  white- 
oak  knees — those  have  been  used,  or  portions  of  them,  by  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ; 
portions  of  all  three  of  those  cargoes  are  rejected,  and  now  tie  here  rejected. 

Q.  How  much,  should  you  say,  of  each  cargo  was  rejected  ?~A.  Perhaps  fifty  or  sixty  of 
the  white  oak,  and  perhaps  thirty  of  the  hackmatack,  and  of  the  white-oak  timber,  (the  others 
are  promiscuous ; )  in  round  numbers  perhaps  two  or  three  thousand  feet. 

Q.  Who  owns  this  rejected  property  to-day  ? — A.  It  it  either  the  firm  of  Trickey  &  Jew 
ett,  or  else  they  are  separated,  and  it  is  one  of  them.  To  my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  Gov 
emment  does  not  own  it  at  the  present  day.     I  think  part  of  that  was  rejected. 

Q.  How  long  since  those  hackmatack  knees  have  been  here  f — A.  Well,  since  some  time  iast 
summer. 

Q.  DonH  you  remember  further  about  it — about  a  cargo  of  hackmatack  knees  coming  here 
four  or  five  years  ago,  under  the  same  circumstances  t — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Not  of  white-oak  knees  f — A.  I  do  not.  I  don't  remember  about  any,  four  or  five 
years  ago. 

Q.  Nor  cargoes  of  timber  previous  to  last  year  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  remember  it. 

Q.  AH  this  timber  came  previous  to  last  year  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  anything  coming  here  previous  to  last  year  but  what  was  really 
contracted  for  by  the  Government  f — A.  Not  that  I  can  remember  of. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  all  these  cases,  where  timber  is  brought  here  and  landed,  where  it  has  not  been 
purchased,  the  Government  always  subsequently  takes  it  and  uses  it,  does  it  not  ?  Has  any 
of  it  been  removed  by  private  parties  before  it  has  been  purchased  by  the  Government  ?— 
A.  All  of  the  rejected  material 

Q.  [Interrupting.]  Here  is  now  a  cargo  of  live-oak  that  belongs  to  Mr.  Swift ;  that  is 
lying  here  to  be  used  by  the  Government  some  time,  is  it  not  f — A.  Our  rules  are — and  they 
are  carried  out  rigidly —  never  to  cut  a  stick  unless  it  belongs  to  the  Government. 

Q.  But  the  Government  always  does  purchase,  in  some  way  or  other,  all  the  lumber 
landed  on  the  yard  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  it  send  any  of  it  away  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  doei*.  At  one  time  I  remember  their 
sending  away  at  least  one  full  cargo  and  rejecting  some  of  the  others. 

Q.  How  long  has  this  live-oak  been  lying  here  ? — A.  It  will  be  twelve  months  next 
summer. 

Q.  Is  it  under  any  sort  of  cover  t— A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  in  the  wet  basin. 

Q.  Is  it  in  with  the  Government  timber  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  cannot  be  distinguished  from  itf— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  tell  every  piece  of  it»  and  I 
have  it  registered  and  marked  in  such  a  way  that  I  can  tell  it. 

Q.  Does  the  Government  permit  the  wet  basins  built  here  for  the  Government  to  be  used 
for  the  preservation  of  timber  for  private  individuals  7  Were  you  authorized  to  put  that 
lumber  in  the  wet  basin  as  well  as  put  it  in  the  yard  Y— A.  I  don't  know  where  that  order 
came  from. 

Q.  You  were  ordered  to  it  put  in  the  wet  basin  7 — A.  I  was  not  ordered  in  the  premises. 
It  was  hauled  up  there  and  put  in  there. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  that  cargo?— A.  Really,  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Will  your  books  show  just  what  there  was  in  that  cargo,  and  what  kind  it  was,  and 
what  quality  f — A.  Yes^  gir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  Mr.  Swift's  property  to-day  f— A.  Well,  sir,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief,  it  is. 

Q.  Is  it  not  an  unusual  circumstance  for  the  Government  to  take  care  of  other  people's 
property  in  this  way  7  Has  that  ever  been  done  before  with  a  cargo  ot  live-oak  timoer  f 
Have  you  ever  put  any  other  cargoes  in  the  basin  received  in  the  same  way  f — A.  No,  sir  ; 
not  that  I  remember  of.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  business,  and  I  have  had  to  look 
after  the  delivery  as  well  as  the  receipt.  I  have  had  an  assistant  deliver  it  when  it  was 
used. 

Q.  How  much  more  will  that  lumber  be  worth  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  years  than 
it  is  now,  if  kept  in  the  wet  basin  f — A.  I  have  not  thought  of  that  before. 

Q.  It  is  wortn  more,  is  it  not  t — A.  Well,  sir,  it  is  seasoned  ;  it  is  curing. 

Q.  Live-oak  that  has  been  in  the  wet  basin  three  years  is  of  more  value  than  live-oak 
fresh  from  the  mill,  is  it  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  more  T — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  ever  thought  of  it  before. 
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Q.  Don*t  you  know  how  much  difference  the  Government  makes  in  purchasing  green 
timber  and  seasoned  timber?  What  would  be  the  difference  provided  the  Government 
wanted  it  for  immediate  use  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  it  is  worth  a  good  deal  more  if  it 
has  been  in  the  dock  and  cured ;  what  per  cent.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  It  would  be  quite  as  much  as  the  interest  upon  the  value  of  the  timber,  would  it  not  f 
— A.  I  should  say  that  it  would.     It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  owner  to  get  it  seasoned. 

Q.  Would  it  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  keep  the  plank  and  season  it,  and 
then  pay  the  contractor  a  higher  price  for  it  after  it  was  seasoned  ? — A.  No',  sir ;  I  donH  think 
it  would. 

By  Mr.  Burlkigh  : 

Q.  Can  yon  tell  when  the  first  cargo  came  here  that  you  have  been  receiving  lately  from 

Mr.  Swift,  or  any  other  parties,  and  when  the  first  of  that  timber  was  put  in  the  wet  dock  ; 

thai  is,  can  yoo  tall  how  long  any  of  that  timber  lay  here  out  of  the  dock  on  the  yard  ? — ^A. 

I  cannot  give  the  exact  dates  from  memory.    There  was  some  of  it  that  lay  exposed  some 

httie  time. 

Q.  How  mach  7 — A.  I  should  say  there  was  for  some  two  months  a  sospension  of  the 
force,  and  there  was  not  force  enough  to  take  care  of  it. 

Q.  Didn't  it  lie  here  more  than  a  yeart — A.  Possibly.  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  it  lay 
more  than  a  year,  that  which  lay  the  longest.  When  we  resumed  we  took  that  which  lay 
the  longest  and  handled  it  over. 

Q.  Was  not  that  oak  that  had  been  piled  up  a  year  received  in  the  same  condition  that 
Mr.  Swift's  was  t — A.   No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  it  was. 

Q.  Ton  never  have  nnde^tood  it  so,  have  you  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  understood  it 
so.    That  is  the  only  lot  landed  in  that  way ;  that  for  Mr.  Swift. 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  inspector  here  has  there  not  been  a  great  deal  of  rejected  timber 
that  afterwards  you  have  had  orders  to  receive  at  a  less  price  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  great  deal. 
There  have  been  cases  where  some  of  it  has  been  receivea. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  are  here  in  charge  of  timber,  and  timber-inspec'or ;  when  they  were  bnild- 
iD^thehullof  the  Enterprise  did  you  ever  charge  any  timber  or  lumber  to  the  Enterprise 
that  was  not  furnished  to  it  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  overcharge  any  lumber ;  that  is,  if  you  furnished  10  feet,  charged  20  ? — 
A.  A'o,8ir. 

Q.  Yoo  made  no  overcharge  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  simply  charged  for  timber  delivered  to  that  vessel  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  same  as  you  did  to  the  Essex  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  the  timber  was  larger  or  longer  and  was  cut  for  the  Enterprise,  would  you  charge 
the  whole  of  the  stick  to  the  Enterprise  that  they  cut  it  from  f — A.  I  carried  out  the  rules  of 
the  jard  in  that  respect    The  rules  are,  if  a  stick  is  cut  to  charge  to  the  object. 

Q.  Was  there  any  considerable  timber  cut  in  that  way  for  the  Enterprise  that  they  did 
Dot  use  the  whole  of  it  7 — A.  Well,  I  canH  remember  that  there  was. 

Q.  Did  or  did  not  the  Enterprise  have  as  good  as  there  was  on  the  yard  ? — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Did  they  have  the  best,  or  of  the  best  f--A.  They  fared  the  same  as  the  rest,  to  the 
W  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Q.  Provided  they  sent  for  timber  both  at  the  same  time,  which  did  you  give  the  preference 
tof—A.  Well,  I  had  assistants  enough  to  attend  to  both  as  a  general  thing. 
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Mr. Jewett  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  been  contractor  with  the  Government  to  deliver  timber  for  some  time  f 
^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  contractor  7 — ^A.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 
Q.  How  do  you  obtain  your  contracts — by  bid,  or  by  open  contract  with  the  Government  f 
—A.  Both  ways. 

Q.  Which  do  you  supply  the  most  by— by  the  open  purchase,  or  by  the  bid  ? — A.  Well, 
^onng  the  war  the  great  bulk  of  it  was  by  open  purchase. 
Q.  How  is  it  now,  since  the  war  7 — A.  I  should  think,  by  contract ;  I  don't  know. 
Q*  What  sort  of  timber  have  you  been  furnishing  t — A.  Oak  timber  chiefly  ;  or  lumber 
fw«Tal\y. 

Q.  U  it  white  oak,  or  do  you  furnish  some   live-oak  too  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have 
MyAing  to  do  with  live-oak. 
^.  You  supplv  pine,  also  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  do  they  give  you  for  white  pine,  what  for  lumber,  and  what  for  timber  T — A. 
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Well,  white-pine  lumber  is  in  numbers  of  one,  two.  and  three ;  No.  1  white-pine  lamber  '^ 
worth  |75  to  $H0  or  $90,  has  been  at  various  different  jears  ;  No.  2  is  worth  $G0  to  |75.  Tb 
is  drj,  seasoned  lumber. 

Q.  That  is  in  the  stock,  uncut,  is  itT — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  manufactured. 

Q.  How  much  is  it  ? — A.  No.  1  rang^es  from  |70  to  $90 ;  No.  2,  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen  dol 
less  than  No.  1.  There  is  very  little  difference  in  No.  1  and  No.  2.  No.  3  is  a  coarse  ii 
ber,  such  as  we  produce  in  our  countnr. 

Q.  What  is  about  the  current  price  for  lumber  outside  of  the  yard  ? — A.  Well,  I  am 
ing  you  the  market  price  here ;  you  have  to  have  some  margin  for  profit. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  give  for  it? — A.  That  depends  upon  circumstances.  We  baji 
as  well  as  we  can,  and  sell  it  as  well  as  we  can. 

Q.  What  would  lumber  cost  you,  such  as  you  would  sell  at  $70  a  thousand  ? — A  Wc 
we  ought  to  get  $5  or  $10  a  thousand  on  it. 

Q.  Do  you  Know  of  an^r  person  who  has  given  any  consideration  in  money  or  pro;  , 
or  the  representative  of  eitner,  to  any  officer  of  the  Government,  by  way  of  inflaencii 
contracts,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  person  who  has  been  given  any  commission  or  portion  of  the  pi 
to  assist  in  procuring  contracts  1 — A.  I -do  not,  sir.   I  certainly  have  never  done  it  myself. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  in  a  certain  suit  at  Boston,  in  which  you  and  your 
were  parties,  the  books  of  your  concern  showed  that  there  was  a  thousand  dollars 
you  to  Isaiah  Hanscom  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pav  him  anv  money  ? — A.  No,  sir.  . 

Q«  Tou  never  gave  him  any  interest  in  any  contract  that  you  had  with  the  Govemmeatf 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  books  do  not  show  anything  of  that  sort  ? — A.  No,  sir :  not  to  my  knowledga 

Q.  Who  has  kept  the  books  of  your  concern? — A.  Mr.  Moses  Paul,  I  should  think,  wv 
the  bookkeeper  for  four  or  five  years  past. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  outstanding  liabilities  of  the  Government  to  naval  contradoo 
now  t — A.  Well,  nothing  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  to  any  other  contractor  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  don*t  know  of  it 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  other  contractor  say  that  the  Government  was  indebted  to  his 
or  that  he  had  any  claims  upon  the  Government  for  any  supplies  furnished  ? — A.  No,  sir.  ) 
don't  know  but  Mr.  Trickey  may  have.  I  have  not  been  partner  with  Mr.  Trickey  Inf 
for  a  year  and  a  half.    The  Uovernment,  I  believe,  owe  me  nothing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  of  these  bureaus,  when  they  get  out  of  fundi; 
carrying  an  account  forward  from  one  year  to  another,  and  getting  the  lunds  out  of  tin 
appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year  7 — A.  I  think  I  may  have  had  an  instance  of  that  soit 

Q.  In  that  case  would  they  change  the  dates  of  the  account  1 — A.  I  think  so.  I  think  1 
have  had  bills  remade. 

Q.  Have  thev  done  anything  of  that  sort  lately,  do  you  remember  7 — A.  My  impresskn 
is,  that  it  may  have  been  done  last  year.  I  don't  know  of  any  other  instance,  but  then 
may  have  been  other  instances. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  instance  this  year  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  They  still  pay  you  for  what  they  get  now  ? — A.  Very  little,  if  anything. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  sav  that  they  do  not  owe  you  anything  f — A.  There  may  be  a  bil 
of  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  dollars 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  naval  contractor  being  paid  out  of  any  proceeds  of  the  sale  9 
the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  on  that  subject? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  state  what  you  had  delivered  the  timber  for  to  the  Government  ?  I  want  t< 
get  just  the  prices.  Now  commence  with  the  timber,  and  state  the  different  grades,  aik 
what  they  give  vou. — A.  I  could  not  state  definitely.  You  ask  me  the  price  of  certain  lam 
ber  ranging  at  different  periods.  The  same  thing  will  vary  at  different  periods.  No.  i  luni' 
ber  I  think  I  have  sold  at  $75  to  $90.  No.  2  lumber  I  should  thiiik  at  $60  to  $75.  I  don^l 
know.  There  may  have  been  some  cases  of  $80.  No.  3  lumber  I  have  sold  as  low  as  1*^ 
and  I  have  got  perhaps  as  high  as  $35  or  $:30  for  it. 

Q.  Does  not  the  size  and  length  have  something  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  :  very  mack 
That  applies  to  timber.  Speaking  now  of  dry  lumber,  there  are  specific  lengths  ot  dimen< 
sion-stuff  that  alter  the  pric^^s  very  much.  For  instance,  timber  twenty-five,  thirty,  awl 
forty  feet  long  would  be  worth  very  much  more  than  ordinary  lengths  of  the  same  qoal- 
ity  of  timber. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  that  this  lumber  that  ranores  from  $*25  to  $90  a  thousand  is  dr] 
lumber  ?  Is  it  boards  and  plank  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  various  thicknesses,  running  from  oneinci 
to  four  or  five  inches  thick.    The  hipfhest  grade  is  western  lumber. 

Q.  Would  it  be  promiscuous  stuff  / — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  then  there  is  another  class  of  tim 
ber,  specific  sticks  of  long  lengths,  that  is  not  at  all  governed  by  that  price.  No.  1  lumbc 
is  clear  lumber ;  No.  2  is  subject  to  knots  within  four  or  five  feet  of  each  other ;  No.  3  is  on 
merehantable  country  boards  that  we  saw  about  the  country  here.  Nos.  2  and  3  is  wester 
lumber. 
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m  there  have  been  any  bids  for  that  lumber  has  there  been  any  combiDation  by 
8  here  in  Portsmonth  with  you  t — A.  No,  sir. 

«  are  no  outside  parties  in  the  lumber  business  here  who  have  had  a  commission 
,  O  no,  sir ;  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  anybody  else. 

yoa  tell  as  whether  there  are  combinations  between  the  contractors  to  stifle  com- 
irhether,  whenever  there  are  contracts  to  be  let  out,  a  number  of  them  get  together 
1  otherwise  bid  against  each  other  7 — A.  No, sir.  We  all  try  to  take  care  of  our- 
dl  those  things.  We  don't  mean  to  do  anything  very  wicked  about  it,  however, 
nsinees,  and  I  generally  try  to  take  care  of  my  business  pretty  well. 
r  do  yea  account  for  it  that  you  have  been  contractor  so  long,  when  it  depended 
chances  about  making  the  lowest  bids  7 — A.  I  will  take  what  your  colleague,  Mr. 
i  abont  me  when  I  ^rst  came  in  here,  as  affording  an  answer  to  that  question,  viz  : 
iiiy  clever  fellow.  I  think  I  have  done  the  business  here  to  the  satisfaction  of 
on  in  the  yard.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  man,  from  the  commandant  to  the  menial 
nt  what  would  do  me  a  favor  at  ainr  time.  I  try  to  take  pretty  good  care  to  make 
reasonable.     There  is  a  pretty  uni&rm  price  for  our  commodity. 

can  you  tell  us  about  what  proportion  of  the  contracts  that  you  have  had  since 
m  have  obtained  by  the  annual  letting  ? — A.  I  have  never  attempted  any  contracts 
except  for  the  Kittery  yard. 

r  many  contracta  have  you  got  by  regular  course  of  annual  letting  7— A.  I  guess  I 
the  majority  of  them  usually. 

e  yon  supplied  any  lumber  or  timber  here  at  the  yard  by  contract  with  Mr.  Hans- 
irties  at  Washington,  without  its  having  been  advertised  for  or  demanded  ? — A.  I 
lad  any  contracts  with  him. 

r  contracts  have  been  through  the  regular  channels  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
}m  would  that  come  through  7 — A.  Through  the  purchasing- pay  master.   A  requi- 
lade  for  the  article,  and  that  is  sent  to  the  purchasing-paymaster. 
t  is  by  the  open  purchase  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

fin  it  is  not  by  the  open  purchase,  then  they  let  it  out  f — A.  That  is  done  at  the  an- 
ig  in  Washington  once  a  year, 
fou  bid  at  those  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

A  when  those  are  exhausted,  the  balance  is  by  open  purchase,  and  then  you  make 
with  the  paymaster  * — A.  Yes,  sir. 

\  you  think  it  is  over  half  of  the  contracts  that  you  get  by  the  bidding  at  Wash- 
he  annual  letting  f — A.  I  should  think  so,  since  the  war. 

1  talking  about  since  the  war.  When  you  have  made  your  bids  at  the  annual 
lYt  you  ever  known  that  the  Government  would  require,  at  this  station  any  more 
e  year  than  your  annual  bid  was  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never.  And  if  I  did,  years  ago, 
i  war,  perhaps,  or  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  I  think  there  was  a  rule  of  this 

the  Bucoeasful  bidder  at  the  annual  lettings  was  supposed  to  have  the  privilege  of 
I  any  balance  that  might  be  wanted,  at  the  same  rate.  That  used  to  be  the  rule 
lad  anything  to  do  with  it. 

(  not  the  rule  now  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  understand  it  so. 

vided  at  the  annual  letting  you  should  make  a  bid  of  ten  or  twenty  thousand  dol- 
eertain  kind  of  lumber,  have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  putting  more  than  that 
yard  and  letting  it  lie  here,  or  of  a  lower  grade,  for  which  you  thought  there  would 
•n  purchase  ? — A.  No,  sir.  We  have  sometimes  had  a  surplus.  It  has  come  by 
and  there  has  been  a  surplus.  They  are  not  authorized  to  receive  above  5  or  10 
above  the  contract.  I  have  sometimes  had  a  surplus  of  a  small  amount,  and  fre- 
lad  a  small  surplus  of  some  kind  of  timber  upon  the  yard. 

you  have  to  get  an  order  from  the  chief  to  have  it  delivered — to  have  it  delivered 
D  your  contract  7 — A.  If  the  excess  did  not  exceed  5  or  10  per  cent.,  tho  constructor 
id  take  the  liberty  of  receiving  it. 

ve  there  not  been  times  when  you  have  had  a  good  deal  more  than  that  excess, 
a  have  had  an  order  from  the  chief  to  let  you  deliver  it  in  the  yard  f — A.  There 
«  been  such  instances ;  but  I  don't  recollect  of  any. 

a  never  paid  Mr.  Adams  any  per  cent,  for  commissions  T — A.  No,  sir.     I  think  some 
may  have  had  an  account  with  Mr.  Adams  out  of  some  special  contract.    I  don't 
at  I  ever  gave  him  a  commission  for  anything.     I  don't  think  I  did. 
Ml  said  that  you  fellows  calculated  to  take  care  of  yourselves.    Has  there  not  been 
ntaoding,  when  you  bid,  for  these  open  purchases  I — A.  There  may  have  been  in 
itanees.    I  don't  remember,  however,  of  the  instances. 

rhoever  got  the  contract,  have  not  the  rest  had  a  share  in  the  profit? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
eoUect  any  instance  of  that  kind.    No,  sir ;  I  should  say  not.    It  might  be  that  I 
lave  done  Mr.  Adams  some  service,  in  return  for  service  he  might  have  rendered  me. 
to  his  having  an  interest  in  the  thing,  I  don't  think  there  ever  could  be  a  case  of 
ft, 

^(  tbese  annual  lettings  they  always  let  to  lowest  bidders  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
'^^  have  got  contracts  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  got  more  or 
ih«n.    There  might  be  a  dozen  or  twenty  classes,  and  I  get  one  or  two  or  three 
^   Here  is  a  class  of  oak  timber,  and  a  class  of  pine  timber,  and  a  class  of  oak  plank..^ 
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Q.  The  class  yoa  bid  on,  don*t  joa  g^etf— A.  I  bid  on  all  of  them,  and  lose  some  of  them, 
and  some  of  them  I  get. 

Q.  You  don't  lose  on  aH  .yon  bid  on  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  by  any  means. 

Q.  Did  you  or  Mr.  Trickey  furnish  the  frame  for  the  Tallapoosa,  at  the  yard  ? — A.  I 
think  Mr.  Tiickey  bad  an  order  for  some  timber,  and  I  was  interested  there  with  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  and  Mr.  Trickey  furnish  any  of  the  timber  that  built  that  vessel  at  Balti- 
more?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  furnish  that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  that  timber  was  bought  7— A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  improper  removal  of  any  Government  property  from 
the  navy-yard  by  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  in  regard  to  the  timber-inspector  here.  How  long  has  he  been  timber-inspector 
here  7 — A.  Well,  I  shall  say  seven  or  eight  years.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war,  in  1661 ,  Mr. 
Bennett  was  timber-inspector,  and  I  think  Mr.  Lockie  sometime,  said  to  be  an  assistant 
of  his. 

Q.  Who  got  Mr.  Lockie's  appointment  ? — A.  I  don't  know ;  I  have  always  understood 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Cragin's  re-election,  and  the  prob- 
ability is  that  it  was  through  his  influence.    All  I  know  is  that  he  is  a  very  good  fellow. 

Q.  Right  in  the  same  line,  do  you  know  whether  Dr.  Wentworth,  who  holds  some  posi- 
tion in  your  State  hero,  is,  or  not,  general  inspector  here  ? — ^A.  He  was.  I  understood  that 
he  resigned  some  months  ago. 

Q.  He  was  two  or  three  months  ago  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  serve  t — A.  Two  or  three  years. 

Q.  At  the  same  time  that  he  was  inspector  here,  was  he  a  member  of  the  f  legislatnre  ol 
Maine  7 — A.  He  was  a  member  last  winter  and  the  winter  before,  I  should  think  two  win- 
ters. 

Q.  And  at  the  same  time  was  inspector  here  f — A.  I  should  think  he  was. 

Q.  Who  procured  him  his  appointment  ? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it 

Q.  Was  toere  not  some  Senator  elected  from  Maine,  the  same  as  there  was  from  New 
Hampshire  7 — A.  I  should  think  likely. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  Senator  elected  from  Maine  while  the  doctor  was  in  the  legislature 
from  Maine  7 — A.  I  should  think  there  was  a  Senator  elected  a  year  ag^. 

Q.  Was  that  when  he  was  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  Senator  was  it  t — A.  My  friend  Burlingame  knows  all  about  that  It  was  Mr. 
Hamlin,  I  think. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  March  16,  1876. 
Ambrose  J.  Clark  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Bi  rleigh  : 

Question.  What  is  your  position  here,  sir  ?-> Answer.  Purchasing-paymaster. 

Q.  That  is,  you  pay  for  all  purchases  f — A.  I  do  the  purchasing. 

Q.  Under  requisitions  made  from  this  yard  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  State,  if  you  please,  what  the  form  is  of  the  order  for  purchasing,  and  the  forms 
through  which  bills  go  before  you  pay  them. — A.  The  department  or  bureau  at  tbd  yard 
make  their  requisition  upon  me  for  stores,  and  I  then  purchase  them  on  that  requisition. 

Q.  How  do  you  purchase  them  7 — A.  By  either  sending  out  for  bids,  or,  where  only  small 
amounts  are  required,  buying  them  in  the  market,  at  the  lowest  price. 

Q,  What  proportion  of  your  purchases  is  made  by  bids,  and  wnat  proportion  in  the  mar- 
ket f — A.  Ifany  large  amount  is  wanted,  that  is,  anything  over  a  few  hundred  dollars,  I 
always  send  out  to  the  different  business  men  and  get  their  bids,  and  I  give  the  order  for 
the  goods  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Q.  You  do  not  advertise  in  the  papers  f — A.  Where  the  amount  is  over  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, I  do. 

Q.  You  advertise  that  in  all  cases  7— A.  I  have  never  had  a  case  of  over  a  thousand  dol- 
lars since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  You  send  out  notices  to  the  dealers  in  the  line  of  goods  that  you  want  to  purchase, 
and  they  send  in  bids  f — A.  Certainly.  For  instance,  I  get  a  requisition  to-day,  and  send 
out  an  invitation  for  bids,  and  give  them  two  or  three  days,  as  it  happens,  to  reply,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  I  give  the  order  for  the  g^oods  to  the  man  who  makes  the  lowest  bid. 

Q.  Then  what  becomes  of  the  goods? — A.  The  bill  is  sent  with  the  goods  by  the  party 
who  furnishes  them,  they  are  inspected  by  the  chief  of  the  department  at  the  yard  requiring 
the  goods,  and  then  the  bills  are  made  out  at  the  yard  and  signed  by  the  inspector  as  hav- 
ing been  received,  and  then  they  come  to  me  and  1  certify  as  to  the  price. 

Q.  Does  the  commandant  sign  those  bills  f — A.  After  they  go  from  me.  He  is  the  last 
one  who  signs  them.  The  bill  is  then  complete,  and  the  commandant  sends  it  over  to  me, 
and  I  make  my  requisition  on  the  bureau  in  Washington,  sending  a  triplicate  bill.  All  bills 
are  made  in  triplicate.   The  triplicate  bill  goes  to  Washington,  and  there  they  examine  it ; 
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and,  if  itU  saUsfactorj,  thej  pass  the  amount  to  my  credit  and  inform  me  that  so  much  is 
passed  by  that  bureau,  and  in  time  I  (ret  a  check  for  it,  and  then  the  bill  U  paid. 

Q.  Are  you  buying:  many  goods  at  the  present  time  t — A.  No,  sir  ;  very  few. 

Q.  Have  you  bought  any  eoods,  for  which  you  have  sent  on  the  bills,  that  you  have  not 
reeelTed  orders  to  pay  7 — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  To  what  amount  ? — A.  I  should  think  a  thousand  dollars  would  cover  them  all. 

Q.  Orer  what  spaci*  of  time  is  that  f — A.  I  have  one  in  steam-engineering  running  back 
to  the  21st  of  December. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  amount  of  that  bill  is  ? — A.  It  is  about  $400,  I  think. 

<j.  Is  that  the  largest  bill  you  have  unpaid  f — A.  That  is  the  largest  one  I  have  drawn 
for,  jes, sir,  in  any  purchases  of  mine ;  and  that  is  not  one  bill  either ;  that  embraces  some 
three  or  four  bills.  I  get  a  lot  of  bills  and  hold  on  to  them  say  for  a  week,  and  then  require 
for  the  whole,  sending  triplicates,  aud  drawing  for  the  whole  amount. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  the  money  soon  when  you  sent  that  bill  7 — A.  I  calculate  to  get  the 
money  in  about  ten  days. 

Q.  You  expected,  when  you  sent  that  bill,  that  it  would  be  paid  in  ten  days  7 — A.  Yes, 
lir :  that  is  tne  time  we  usually  allow. 

Q.  Have  you  sent  other  bills  since  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  sent  other  bills. 

Q.  Have  you  received  pay  for  those  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many  of  them  ;  but  I  have  not 
reorired  or  diiibursed  any  money  in  steam-engineering  since  the  first  day  of  January,  this 
year.   A  good  many  bills  have  gone  on. 

Q.  What  other  departments  have  you  purchased  forf — A.  All  of  them. 

(i.  What  other  departments  are  behind  t — A.  They  are  all  of  them  behind.  They  always 
are  a  few  days  behind.    They  run  from  ten  to  fifteen  and  twenty  days. 

Q.  Are  any  of  the  departments  behind  over  a  month,  except  steam-engineering  T — A.  I 
tkiiik  not. 

Q.  The  rest  have  been  paid  up  as  you  expected  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  one  bill  under 
"eoDjtraction,*'  $1,500,  for  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  contractor  on  the  Enterprise.  That  bill  was 
drawn  sometime  in  December,  in  construction.  They  have  paid  everything  except  that.  I 
hare  not  received  the  money  for  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  that  bill  was  forf — A.  It  was  for  work  on  the  Enterprise— not 
any  purchase  of  mine.     It  was  a  bill  sent  here  by  the  bureau,  and  I  drew  for  it. 

Q.  The  bills  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  previous  to  that  date,  were  all  paid  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the 
time  this  was  required  for  I  paia  $5,000  on  two  bills  of  $2,500  each. 

Q.  Hhs  Mr.  Griffiths  had  any  bills  since  that  time  7 — A.  No.  sir ;  all  he  is  back  is  $1,500. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  firet  of  December  ?— A.  I  think  it  was  in  December  ;  I  won't  be  pos- 
itive about  the  date. 

Q.  Those  two  cover  about  all  that  is  back — steam-engineering  and  construction  f — A.  Yes, 
fir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Will  your  books  show  the  amount  you  pay  on  annual  lettings  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  *thcy  will 

Q.  Will  they  show  the  amount  of  purchases  made  under  orders  originating  with  the  con- 
stmctor  at  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  committee  with  the  amounts  paid  out  under  the  annual  letting?, 
tbeaoionnts  originating  with  the  departments  at  the  yard,  and  the  amounts  paid  on  orders 
from  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  any  bills,  approved  for  timber  or  other  things  in  one  fiscal  year,  been  ordered  to 
be  destroyed  and  new  ones  issued  by  the  Department  at  Washington? — ^A.  That  X  do  not 
^ow :  1  can  tell  onlv  by  the  bills  that  come  from  the  bureau  or  navy-yard. 

Q.  You  would  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  that  the  new  bills  would  come  to  you, 
and  jou  would  have  to  pay  them  1 — A.  No,  sir.   I  draw  for  all  my  money  under  the  present 

Q.  Can  you  tiill  how  much  of  the  money  appropriated  for  this  year  has  been  expended  ? — 
A.  Yes,  »ir ;  I  can  give  you  the  moneys  I  have  received  and  disbursed,  and  the  balance  on 
laitd. 

Q.  The  point  is,  a  certain  amount  of  money  is  appropriated  for  the  year,  and  we  want  to 
^w  how  nearly  that  is  exhausted  ? — A.  All  I  can  give  you  is  what  I  have  received  and 
npeoded  and  what  I  have  on  hand. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  amount  of  money  you  have  paid  out  from  July  1,  1875,  to  date? — 
A.  Between  the  19th  day  of  July,  1875,  and  the  30th  day  of  September  of  the  same  year  I 
'tceived  $4,764  to  pay  bills  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875,  and  disbursed  the  same 
imount  under  appropriation  of  that  year.  For  the  fiscal  vear  ld75-'76,  I  have  received 
199,5115.42,  and  disbursed  $9(5,605.12  ;  leaving  a  balance  on*hand,  $2,900.30. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Mr.  Clark,  you  were  at  one  time  paymaster  at  New  York  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Purchasing-paymaster  f — A.  No,  sii ;  paymaster  of  the  receiving-ship  Vermont,  at  tie 
Bsvy-yard  there. 
Q.  W^hat  was  your  clerk's  name  at  that  timeT — A,  Robert  D.  Bogart. 
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Q.  Will  yoQ  tell  the  committee  what  kind  of  a  man  he  proved  to  be  ?~A.  He  proved  to 
be  a  thief. 

Q.  How  mnch  did  he  steal,  thatyoa  know  oft — A.  Twenty-nine  thonsacd  and  forty-nine 
dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  ont  that  he  was  a  defaulter  while  he  was  a  clerk  with  yon  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
not  until  after  he  ran  away. 

Q.  After  he  left  yon,  upon  an  examination  of  the  books  you  found  this  deficiency? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  him  t — A.  He  was  tried  by  court  martial. 

Q.  You  reported  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  was  arrested  f — A.  I  arrested  him  myself  down  in  Texas.  I  went  to  Texas 
and  arrested  him. 

Q.  At  whose  instif^on  did  you  go  to  Texas  T — A.  By  order  of  the  Navy  Department, 
and  under  the  authority  of  a  bench-warrant  from  Judge  Benedict,  at  Brooklyn. 

Q.  The  civil  authorities  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  authority  from  both. 

Q.  You  arrested  him  and  brought  him  back  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  left  him  there  in  the  bands 
of  the  marshal,  and  he  was  brought  back  in  the  course  of  a  month. 

Q.  And  tried  by  court-martial  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where? — A.  At  the  New  York  navy-yard. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  court-martial  f — A.  He  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
the  State's  prison  for  three  years,  but  the  sentence  of  the  court  was  set  aside  by  the  Secretarv 
of  the  Navy  on  a  legal  point  The  point  made  was  that  I  had  appointed  another  clerk 
within  ten  days  after  be  cleared  out,  and  therefore  I  accepted  his  reeiguation,  and  they  could 
not  hold  him.    That  was  the  excuse  given. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  this  man  an  officer  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  paymaster's  clerk.  They  are  con- 
sidered officers. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  that  was  the  excuse  given  ?— A.  That  was  the  excuse  given. 

Q.  Do  von  mean  to  say  there  was  no  justice  in  it  ? — A.  No,  sir :  there  was  not  It  was 
reported  that  the  solicitor  in  the  Navy  Department  received  $*2,.S00  to  set  aside  this  sentence. 
This  fellow  Bogart  bragged  of  paying  him  $2,500  to  set  aside  the  sentence.  It  was  set  aside, 
but  whether  be  was  at  the  bottom  of  it  or  not,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  about  it  ? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it? — A.  He  said  he  would  like  to  have  it  proved'that  BoUes, 
the  solicitor,  received  that  money. 

Q.  You  told  the  Secretary  that  Bolles  did  receive  that  amount  of  money  ? — A.  I  told  the 
Secretary  that  this  fellow  had  said  so.  I  not  only  told  him  that,  but  Judge  Catlin,  assist- 
ant district  attorney,  told  the  Secretary,  in  my  presence,  so ;  that  this  man  said  he  had  paid 
1*2,500  to  Bolles  to  set  aside  the  sentence. 

Q.  Was  any  action  taken  by  the  Secretary  in  regard  to  Bolles  t— A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Then  was  Bogart  released  1 — A.  He  was  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  to  the 
United  States  court,  and  there  he  put  in  a  plea  that  he  belonged  to  the  Navy.  He  was  then 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  Navy,  but  he  ran  away,  and  was  arrested  a  second  time. 

Q.  He  ran  away  from  the  civil  authorities  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Judge  Benedict  claimed  that 
he  belonged  to  the  Navy ;  the  Secretary  claimed  that  he  did  not.  Before  Judge  Benedict 
gave  his  decision,  (fearing  that  Bogart  mig^t  get  clear,)  Assistant  District-Attorney  Catlin 
aad  myself  went  to  Washington,  and  after  much  trouble  got  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  for  his  arrest,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yard  at  New 
York.  Search  was  made  for  him,  (Bogart,)  and  he  could  not  be  found.  Well,  the  fellow 
went  to  San  Francisco.  A  friend  telegraphed  me  from  that  place  that  he  was  there,  and  I 
reported  this  to  the  Navy  Department  at  Washington,  and  an  order  was,  I  think,  issued  by 
Secretary  Robeson  for  his  arrest.  As  soon  as  I  heard  that  he  was  there,  I  teleg  aphed  my 
friend  to  have  him  watched,  so  that  he  could  not  escape.  He  was  afterward  arrested  by  the 
United  States  marshal  (or  his  deputy)  at  San  Francisco,  and  delivered  to  the  naval  author- 
ities at  the  Mare  Island  navy-yard,  California. 

Q.  Who  authorized  the  United  States  marshal  to  arrest  him  ? — A.  I  never  knew  how  it 
was  done ;  I  knew  it  was  done.  I  heard  ho  was  arrested  and  went  out  there,  and  he  was 
tried  again. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  By  the  Navy.    He  was  tried  by  court-martial  there  at  our  navy-yard. 

Q.  what  was  the  result  there  ? — A.  He  was  sentenced  to  the  State's  prison  fur  four  years. 
That  sentence  has  never  been  promulgated,  but  it  is  in  the  Navy  Department.  I  say  it  was 
four  yearit.   I  have  every  reason  to  believe  so. 

Q.  Was  this  clerk  in  the  paymaster's  office  when  you  took  that  position  at  New  York  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  been  there  three  years  as  clerk. 

Q.  When  you  took  the  position  were  there  any  cmdltions  stipulated  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  h^ 
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w&s  highly  recommended  to  me  by  the  former  paymaster.  I  had  no  clerk  that  I  wanted  to 
pat  tht!re;  he  bad  been  there  three  years ;  was  a  competent  man,  and  I  appointed  him  upon 
the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  sentenced  to  four  years*  imprisonment  at  San  Francisco  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  had  it  from  good  authority  that  he  was. 

Q.  Did  he  serre  nis  time  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  never  went  to  the  State's  prison.  He  was  kept 
oc  botrd  the  receiring^ship  there  for  nearly  a  year,  I  think,  and  one  day  he  escaped. 

Q.  Was  he  kept  in  close  confinement  on  board  the  receivine-ship  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think 
he  vas.  He  was  kept  on  board  the  ship,  at  any  rate.  Then,  I  understand,  he  was  allowed 
the  liberty  of  the  yard  from  morning  to  sunset,  and  the  second  day  he  went  ashore  ;  he  went 
across  to  Vallejo,  and  there  took  a  steamer  and  went  to  San  Francisco. 

Q.  That  was  the  second  day  after  he  had  the  liberty  of  the  yard  f — A.  Yos,  sir ;  the  first 
daj  be  did  not  ron ;  the  second  day  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  carry  bis  baggage  with  him  when  he  ran  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  sent  back  to  the 
ship  for  his  trunk,  and  it  was  sent  to  him  ;  so  I  was  informed. 

Q.  Who  sent  his  tmnk  to  him  f — A.  That  I  dbn*t  know.  I  presume  the  commanding 
cfBcer  er  the  executiye  officer.  He  wrote  to  vome  one.  At  any  rate,  his  trunk  was  sent  to 
him,  as  I  understand. 

Q.  Yon  think  they  cornived  at  bis  running  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  confident  of  it,  because 
I  do  not  see  how  a  man  eould  f^i  out  of  iSe  navy-yard  and  take  refcel  for  San  Francisco 
and  have  his  trunk  sent  to  him  without  the  connivance  of  somebody. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  reporter  in  Washington.  Yon 
caa  see  him  in  the  gallery  any  day. 

Q.  Has  the  Secmary  of  the  Navy  ever  been  informed  that  he  is  there  7 — ^A.  I  wrote  to  my 
br<Hher-io-law  to  say  to  the  Secretary  that  he  was  there. 

Q.  Who  is  your  brother-in-law  t — A.  Georee  A.  Bagley,  a  member  of  Congress.  This  fel- 
low made  a  confession  of  the  whole  thing  to  Mr.  Bagley,  and  Mr.  Bagley  went  out  to  San 
Fraocisco  as  a  witness  in  the  case. 

Q.  Did  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ever  give  yon  any  reason  for  releasing  him  on  this 
qnibble?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Only  that  he  was  governed  entirely  by  his  solicitor  f — A.  He  did  say  (I  had  forgotten 
that)  that  he  signed  the  order  for  his  release  without  knowing  the  circumstances.  lie  Jaid 
the  whole  thing  to  the  solicitor.  I  know  of  no  excuse  for  not  carrying  out  the  second 
seoteoce,  though. 

Q.  Did  he  know  of  the  second  trial  in  San  Francisco  f — A.  O,  yes ;  he  was  tried  there 
under  his  order.    All  court-martials  are  cx)nvened  under  the  order  of  the  Secretary. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  New  York  after  this  man  ran  awav  f — A.  He  ran  away  in 
December,  and  I  did  not  get  him  until  June,  I  think.  1  staid  in  New  York  just  about  six 
loonths  after  he  ran  away. 

Q.  Did  yon  apoly  for  a  position  as  paymaster  at  San  Francisco  at  any  time  7 — ^A.  No, 
Br:  I  was  offerea  the  place  ;  was  told,  rather,  that  I  could  probably  go  there. 
Q.  By  whom  were  you  offered  the  place? — A.  By  the  acting  Paymaster  General. 
Q.  Who  was  thePay master-General  at  that  time  f--A.  James  H.  Watmough,  acting  Pay- 
Ba«ter-General. 

Q  He  told  you  you  could  go  there  7 — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  like  to  go,  and  I  said  I 
would,  if  I  oould  appoint  my  own  clerk  there. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  that  7 — A.  Well,  because  there  was  a  clerk  there  whom  I  thought  to 
W  a  rascal ;  1  knew  there  were  certain  parties  who  wauted  to  keep  him  there,  and  no  pay- 
iBaster  could  go  to  that  pay-ofiice  unless  he  took  him. 

(4.  What  reply  did  he  make  to  that  answer  f — A.  He  told  me  I  had  better  go  and  talk 
with  Senator  Sargent. 

Q.  Did  he  intimate  to  vou  that  you  could  not  go  unless  you  took  that  clerk  f— A.  No, 
sr :  I  don't  think  he  said  anything  about  the  clerk. 

Q.  But  he  said  nothing  more  to  you  about  going  to  the  place  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  only  told 
Be  1  had  better  go  and  see  Mr.  Sargent,  if  I  wanted  to  go  there. 

Q.  Yon  understood  you  could  go  there  if  you  could  make  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Sat* 
f^nt? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  history  of  that  clerk  whom  Sargent  wanted  yon  to 
Iteep  7-^Ar  All  I  knew  was  from  rumor  ;  when  I  was  in  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Dodge,  Seii- 
>tor  fiooth^s  partner,  who  was  a  schoolmate  and  old  friend  of  mine,  and  a  man  wno  had 
^oae  a  great  deal  of  business  for  the  Government,  told  me  that  for  the  last  two  years  he  had 
Dot  been  allowed  to  bid  for  anything ;  that  the  purchases  were  all  made  in  a  certain  ring 
there,  and  nobody  else  eould  g^t  them.  He  told  me  of  several  transactions  in  that  office,  and 
it  mu  said  that  this  man  Pinney,  the  paymaster's  clerk,  was  the  man  who  did  it 

Q.  Was  it  publicly  known  in  San  I*  rancisco  that  he  was  a  rascal  7 — A.  It  was  known  by 
ill  the  Navy  officers';  of  course,  I  did  not  know  the  business-men  there,  but  it  was  talked 
ihoQt  generally  by  the  Navy  officers,  so  much  so,  that  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  while  I 
was  there,  who  had  some  provisions  to  buy,  sent  down  the  paymaster's  clerk  from  the  in- 
spection of  provisions  and  clothing  of  the  yard  to  make  those  purchases  ;  he  would  not  trust 
mm  to  be  made  from  that  office. 
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Q.  And  that  was  the  man  they  wanted  you  to  keep  as  clerk,  if  you  went  there  * — A.  Yes 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anythinsr  about  him  subsequently  ? — A.  He  cleared  out,  leaving  a  defal- 
cation of  something  like  $750,000  ;  not  all,  however,  from  Government. 

Q.  F>om  San  Francisco  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  ?— A.  I  know  it  from  the  papers ;  there  was  an  investigation, 
and  the  paymaster  there,  Spanlding,  is  being  tried  now  on  this  same  case  ;  the  court  of  in- 
quiry, it  fieems,  found  enough  against  him  tu  try  him  by  court-martial,  and  he  is  being  tried 
now.  When  I  was  talking  about  guing  there,  Spaulding  had  been  there  four  years.  They 
cuuld  not  get  any  paymaster  to  take  the  place,  because  nobody  would  take  this  man  as  clerk. 
It  was  offered  to  several,  I  have  understood,  and  they  would  not  take  it,  because  the  condi- 
tion was  that  the  paymaster  must  keep  this  num  as  clerk,  or  he  could  not  have  the  place.  I 
know  two  paymajiters  to  whom  it  was  offered :  Pay-Inspector  James  Fulton  and  myself. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  anything  to  Senator  Sargent  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  Pay-Inspector  Fulton  and 
myself  went  to  the  Senate  to  see  him,  but  he  was  busy  and  asked  us  to  come  to  the  house; 
we  went  there  and  had  an  interview  with  him.  There  were  two  places  to  be  filled — inspec- 
tor of  provisions  and  clothing  at  Mare  Island  navy-yard,  and  the  purchasing-paymaster's 
office  at  San  Francisco,  that  Mr.  Spaulding  had. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  vou  would  like  to  go  to  that  place  7 — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  his  reply  7 — A.  Well,  he  said  that  he  recommended  this  man  as  the  clerk ; 
he  intimated  that  whoever  went  there  would  have  to  retain  him. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  in  so  many  words  f — A.  I  am  not  positive,  but  that  is  the  conclusion 
we  came  to,  both  of  us.  I  said  that  if  I  went  out  there  I  should  appoint  my  own  clerk  ;  I 
had  had  experience  enough  in  taking  another  man's  clerk,  and  would  not  do  it  again  ;  that 
settled  the  question  ;  we  bid  him  good  evening,  and  that  is  the  last  I  ever  heard  of  it. 
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B.  F.  Chandler  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  duty  are  you  performing  here  7 — Answer.  Civil  engineer,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  work  on  the  yard  t — A.  Twepty -three 
years. 

Q.  What  work  have  yon  had  to  do  in  the  way  of  civil  engineering  for  the  last  year  or 
twof — A.  Repairs  of  the  buildings,  walls,  docks— everything.  Our  buildings  here  are 
constantlv  gomg  to  decay.    They  must  be  constantly  renewed. 

Q.  Is  there  any  greater  necessity  for  the  employment  of  a  civil  engineer  to  repair  the 
buildings  here  than  there  would  be  over  in  tlie  city  t — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  have  no  such  thing 
over  there  as  ship-houses.  They  are  large  buildings,  and  we  are  very  much  exposed  to 
winds.  Unless  they  are  properly  fastened,  and  secured  a  gale  would  sweep  them  away.  Over 
in  the  city  people  who  have  nroperty  look  after  it,  each  one  for  himself.  Here  are  sixty  or 
seventy  buildings,  and  nobooy  to  look  after  .them  unless  the  civil  engineer  does.  It  is  his 
particular  duty  to  see  that  all  walls,  walks,  wharves,  everything  of  that  kind  is  kept  in 
repair. 

Q.  Could  not  the  chiefs  of  each  one  of  those  bureaus  do  that  as  well  as  a  civil  engineer  ? — 
A.  There  are  some  buildings  occupied  by  three  or  four  departments.  I  don't  kuow  of  any 
chief  that  knows  anything  about  limes,  cements,  or  mortars. 

Q.  Might  they  not  employ  a  mason  ? — A.  Yes :  but  they  would  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Would  a'man  be  suitable  for  a  boss  mason  unless  he  knew  something  about  the  qual* 
ity  of  brick  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  he  might  not  be  able  to  mix  cement  for  particular  purposes. 
That  belongs  to  the  business  of  a  hydraulic  eugineer. 

Q.  Don't  you  find  as  good  walls  over  in  Portsmouth  as  you  find  here,  and  as  good  build- 
ings T — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  they  employ  an  architect  if  they  have  buildings  to  construct  of  any 
magnitude. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  abuses  in  the  naval  service  here  7 — ^A.  Well,  Mr. 
Mills,  I  try  to  keep  within  my  own  particular  line  of  duty  and  look  out  for  abuses  in  my 
own  house.  When  I  have  done  that  I  think  I  have  done  the  best  I  can.  If  I  see  work  going 
on,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  ordered  by  the  proper  power.  I  may  think  that  such  and 
such  a  way  is  not  the  best  way  of  doing  it ;  but  it  does  not  come  under  mv  direction,  and  I  am 
not  responsible  for  it.  If  I  see  them  breaking  up  anything,  I  suppose  that  it  is  all  right  and 
I  ask  no  questions ;  and  if  I  should  go  out  here  and  go  to  tearing  down  a  building,  I  don't 
suppose  any  person  would  ask  any  questions  of  me.  That  abuses  will  exist  to  a  certain  ex 
tent,  I  don't  doubt.    I  suppose  it  is  the  same  here  as  in  private  life. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  property  that  has  been  carried  away  from  thenavy-yard  iir  prop- 
erly, belonging  to  the  Government  f — A.  I  know  that  I  have  missed  it,  sir. 

Q.  What  sort  of  property  have  you  missed  ? — A.  I  missed  a  large  quantity  of  copper  one 
day. 
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Q.  How  much  did  you  tbiok  was  taken  away  that  day  t — A.  I  most  explain :  We  have 
^t  down  here  in  No.  1  naval  store,  where  we  keep  our  oils  and  such  other  goods  as  are  heavy, 
6ke  lead  and  copper  and  things  of  that  kind,  a  room  where  we  seldom  resort  except  for  lin- 
Med^il  for  painters.  I  sent  down  there  one  day  for  them  to  bring  up  some  oil,  and  they  re- 
ported thattney  could  not  get  in.  I  went  down,  and  we  tried  the  lock,  and  could  not  make 
the  key  work  at  all.  The  only  thing  that  we  could  do  was  to  break  it  open.  Then  we  ex- 
unioed  the  lock  and  found  a  piece  of  key  in  there.  I  reported  it,  of  course,  to  the  commo- 
dore.  and  he  took  such  action  upon  it  as  he  thought  best.  That  has  been  a  subject  of  in- 
Testigation  here.  The  act  never  was  done  in  the  dav-time,  because  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  a  man  to  get  into  a  building  in  the  day-time  and  take  away  a  thing  that  weighs  thirty 
poands,  like  a  pig  of  copper.  The  next  thing  \%as  to  see  what  wad  missing.  We  weighed 
and  measured  everything,  and  found  a  quantity  of  copper  gone. 

Q.  YoQ  keep  a  strict  account,  so  that  you  could  know  what  was  g^ne  t — A.  I  should 
think  there  was  ^V)0  worth  g^ne.  That  is  simply  a  matter  of  impression.  To  say  that  I 
have  no  doubt  as  to  who  got  it  would  be  no  evidence  at  all,  because  I  have  no  proof  as  to 
who  got  it.  That  is  only  one  of  a  thousand  little  straws  that  you  and  I  might  see,  but 
they  would  not  hang  a  man. 

Q.  Might  it  not  nave  been  done  by  watchmen  7 — A.  If  it  was  not  done  by  watchmen, 
eren,  jet  the  fact  must  remain  that  the  watchmen  did  not  do  their  duty  iu  finding  out  who 
it  W13  that  committed  the  act,  because  Uierv  is  a  post  close  by  there. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  your  investigation  lead  you  to  suspect  that  any  particular  individual  had  got  it  f — 
A.  0,  yes,  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Q.  Who  is  the  man  that  you  think  got  it  t — A.  It  would  not  do  for  me  to  state  it  here, 
becaiue  if  I  should  give  you  an  idea  in  regard  to  it,  and  out  of  that  should  grow  the  man's 
dismissal,  I  might  be  liable. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  man  is  now  at  work  here  1 — A.  He  is  at  work. 

Q.  Tou  have  some  thieves  here  now.  Do  you  know  how  much  work  of  this  kind  was 
done  in  a  year  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  any  of  the  watchmen  took  that  copper  ? — A.  I  must  answer  as  I  did 
before. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  watchman  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  asked  directly,  I  should  say  that 
I  do. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Randall  have  anything  to  do  with  it  7 — A.  Well,  I  don*t  want  to  implicate 
My  body. 

Q.  You  don't  want  to  say  **  no"  on  that  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  Government  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Allen  have  anything  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  will  say  **  no,  sir,"  on  Mr.  Allen, Jbut  will  not  say  it  on  Mr.  Randall  ? — A.  I  don't 
want  to  answer  that  question.  Here  is  another  thing  that  makes  me  think  so.  A  man 
came  to  me  and  said :  **  There  is  a  bolt  of  copper  down  in  one  of  the  privies  there,  on  one 
of  the  sills,  in  that  building."  Said  I,  ^*  You  watch  it  until  we  find  out  all  about  it."  The 
^nt  thing  I  found  out  was  that  the  man  that  I  think  got  this  copper  down  here  heard  of 
it.  and  at  the  time  we  went  to  look  for  it  it  was  gone.  1  was  very  sorry.  He  was  notified 
there  was  no  such  thing. 

Q.  Mr.  Randall  was  notified  that  that  was  here  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  piece  of  cop- 
per down  here.    When  the  man  went  to  show  it  to  me  it  was  not  there. 

Q.  Please  state  any  circumstances  in  that  investigation  which  implicated  Mr.  Randall. — 
A.  I  could  not,  because  I  was  not  on  that  board  that  investigated  it.  What  I  say  to  you 
Qow  19  only  what  impresses  me  strongly  with  the  idea  that  the  man's  name  was  not  Allen. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Randall  ever  discharged  from  this  yard  t — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  further  than 
he  is  not  in  my  department  now.     He  is  not  on  *'  yards  and  docks"  roll. 

Q.  Has  he  not  been  discharged  from  '^ yards  and  docks"  for  improper  conduct? — A.  I 
onderstand  so. 

Q.  He  was  restored  to  duty  here  on  this  yard  with  a  higher  rank  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  And  higher  up  than  he  had  been  before  ? — A.  He  was  captain  of  the  watch  then,  and 
bei^CAptain  of  ship  keepers  now  ;  and  I  think  he  has  half  a  dollar  a  day  more.  He  goes 
on  at  ^  a.  m.,  and  comes  off  at  5  p.  m. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  is  a  proper  man  to  have  charge  of  Government  property  ? — A.  I 
would  noi  recommend  him  to  Mr.  Burleigh  to  have  charge  of  his  property. 

Ci.  Would  you  employ  him  to  take  care  of  your  own  f — A.  I  would  not  have  him  on  the 

premises. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  put  him  back  here  7 — A.  It  was  done  by  order  either  of  the  bureau 
01  of  tbe  Secretary ;  1  don't  know  which. 

X-  How  much  copper  haa  been  missed  from  the  yard  since  he  has  been  watchman? — A. 
h<Sis^h2L^*'^  yon  what  is  in  my  own  branch.  I  was  obliged  to  require  that  off  of  my 
othpryL,.^^^  otherwise  it  would  stand  against  me.     1  must  require  that  as  lost  and  gone, 


otberwjM-^     otherwise  it  wouia  stand  against  me.     1  must  require 
*"'* ""    Id  lie 
ow  c 
yea] 


I  Q'  D^'^  ^^v^d  lie  there  charged  to  me. 

I        ^ftiFo  ^^^Jl  know  of  any  copper  being  pnichased  on  the  island  by  the  Government  for  the 

f  ^''  ^hree  years  7 — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  that  they  have  sold  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  the  copper  mis^ied  from  here  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  itf— A.  I  don't  suppose  it  is  in  the  power  o^  man  to 
know. 

Q.  They  have  been  carrying  it  off  for  many  years  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  you  know  that  where 
they  cut  off  the  end  of  a  bolt  from  a  ship's  bottom  it  is  of  such  a  length  that  it  is  easy  to 
carry  it  off  in  your  pocket.  I  don't  know  how  you  can  prevent  it.  They  would  steal  from 
any  corporation  in  the  same  way. 

Q.  You  certainly  could  not  prevent  it  by  having  men  employed  on  here  whom  you  knew 
were  engaged  in  doing  such  thmgs. — A.  No,  sir.  I  say  you  should  have  men  for  watchmen 
who  are  responsible  men.  It  costs  $25,000  a  year  to  watch  this  yard.  There  are  twenty- 
seven  watcbmen. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  Government — property  would  be  bet- 
ter protected  and  cared  for — if  the  yard  should  be  watched  by  the  marine  force  that  is  here  ? 
— A.  Now,  about  that  I  must  be  fair.  I  know  that  has  been  discussed  a  great  deal.  The 
marines  detailed  for  watchmen  are  men  of  no  home,  no  family  ties,  and  no  reputation  that 
they  care  anything  about ;  and  when  they  enlist  they  genially  enlist  and  ship  when  they 
are  drunk,  and  they  want  to  run  away.  If  you  put  them  here  they  must  be  under  rigid  con- 
trol themselves  or  they  would  run  away.  I  have  known  instances  since  I  have  been  here 
when  a  marine  has  been  put  on  his  post,  and  when  they  go  to  relieve  him  they  find  nothing 
there  but  a  gun.  In  fact,  he  has  gone.  I  would  put  on  good,  responsible  men,  with  family 
ties  and  social  ties — men  that  care  something  about  themselves.  I  think  it  pays  them 
enough — $2.26  a  day  when  they  are  on  one  day  in  three.  There  are  three  watcnmen  to  a 
post.    They  relieve  one  another  for  two  days  and  one  night. 

By  Mr.  BuRLEiOH : 

Q.  You  have  charge  of  the  blacksmith's  shop  in  '*  yards  and  docks  t" — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  comes  under  your  department? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  anything  goes  into  your  department  you  are  to  judge  in  regard  to  its  quality  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  am  now  the  inspector,  and  have  been  always,  ever  since  I  have  been  here,  ex- 
cept during  the  time  that  Mr.  Wentworth  was  the  inspector. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  any  iron  nas  been  into  your  bureau  which  you 
have  condemned  f — A.  O,  I  have  had  it  offered  and  I  would  not  take  it. 

Q.  How  offered  T    Do  you  mean  landed  on  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  have  landed  it  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  have  made  them  take  it  away. 

Q.  You  took  out  enough  to  try  it,  didn't  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  inspected  it ;  I  heated  it 
and  pounded  it. 

Q.  How  large  quantities  have  you  ever  rejected  ? — A.  O,  I  rejected  the  whole  of  one 
cargo.  We  were  to  have  Norway  iron,  and  that  was  sent  here  as  Norway  iron  when  it 
was  not,  and  I  rejected  it 

Q.  Who  sent  that  here  T — A,  It  was  David  Babcock  &,  Co.,  of  New  York. 

Q.  Was  it  landed  here  on  the  dock  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  could  not  inspect  it  until  it  was 
t)irown  out,  you  know. 

Q.  Was  it  taken  away  again  t — A.  No,  sir;  they  sold  it  to  "Construction." 

Q.  Was  it  suitable  for  **  Constiniction  ?" — A.  They  might  use  that  American  iron  and  it 
might  answer  their  purpose.  It  would  do  very  well  for  blunt  bolts,  but  would  not  answer 
fer  repairing  in  our  department. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  bill  of  that  iron  at  that  time  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  date  f — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  can  find  it. 

Q.  And  you  can  find  the  number  of  tons  there  was  of  it  ? — A.  I  think  I  can. 

Q.  We  wish  you  to  give  that  to  the  committee — the  date  and  the  party  that  shipped  it 
and  the  price  and  what  you  did  with  it  and  what  became  of  it,  to  the  oest  of  your  knowl- 
edge. After  it  was  rejected  it  was  out  of  your  charge? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  notified  them  to 
take  it  out  of  the  way;  but  it  was  not  taken  away,  audi  never  used  it.  My  iron  has 
generally  been  good.     We  don't  use  but  very  little  except  Norway  iron. 

Q.  That  iron  would  not  go  into  *'  Construction  "  without  the  bill  being  with  it  T — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  It  could  not  go  without  an  order  for  some  one  to  put  it  there  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  about  the  duties  of  the  civil  ongiueer  uuder  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  ? — 
A.  I  am  required  every  year  to  make  estimates  in  detail  of  the  new  buildings  that  I  think 
in  my  judgment  will  be  required  for  the  development  of  the  yard,  and  to  make  it  a  ship- 
building institution.  Well,  I  judge  of  the  necessities  as  I  go  along,  by  developments  in  other 
branches.  When  I  came  here  there  was  no  such  thing  as  ^a  steam-'^ngineer  in  the  bureau. 
The  blacksmith's  shop  was  small,  but  sufficient.  After  that  a  Steam-Engineering  Bureau 
was  created,  and  it  called  for  extensive  works.  I  enlarged  the  buildings  belonging  to  that 
branch  that  they  could  use.  The  same  thing  I  do  every  year.  I  report  upon  the  condition 
of  everything  every  year.  That  goes  before  Congress.  Then  when  the  money  is  appro- 
priated I  am  notified,  and  then  I  dibtribute  it  in  proper  channels  and  pay  for  the  repairs 
of  all  buildings;  and  new  buildings,  if  neoied,  are  built.  Now  »Hke  our  large  buildings. 
Our  ship-houses  could  not  be  replaced  for  less  than  $100,000.  Thty  are  likely  to  bio 
down. 
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By  Mr.  BURL£IGH  : 

Q.  You  have  been  her©  on  the  yard  a  pfreat  c?ea!.     Have  you  known  any  time  that  the 
GoveTiunent  would  sell  any  of  its  material  to  outsi  Je  parties  ? — A,  1  never  have  sold  any 
except  what  was  condemned  by  survey. 
Q.  That  yon  would  sell  at  auction  t — A.  YeF,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  could  not  sell  anything  to  individuals  by  private  sale  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  sold 
&  niul.    Furniture  I  speak  of  more  especially. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  p^iints  being  us  3d  in  this  vicinity  with  the  stamp  of  the 
Government  on  them  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  known  of  any  of  the  Government  painters  working  outside  ?— A.  No, 
sir. 
Q.  Not  at  any  time  ? — A.   No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Q  Of  GoYemnieot  paintdr4  uiing  Government  paint  on  private  property  outside  7 — A. 
lio,8ir. 

Q.  Have  you  known  the  carpenters  of  the  yard  going  outside  to  work  for  other  individ- 
oaIs!— A.  K#,  fiir ;  I  have  never  known  of  an  instance.  I  say  there  is  no  instance  m  ** Yards 
and  Docks.'*    I  don't  know  about  any  other  department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  in  your  department,  or  any  others,  the  people  outside  have  em- 
plojed  Government  mechanics  ? — A.  Only  fiom  information.     From  my  own  Bureau  I 

40D0t. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  people  whom  you  supposed  were  on  the  pay-roll  being  outside 
to  work  for  private  parties  7 — A.  No, sir;  I  never  supposed   that  such  a  case  ever  oc- 

«ined. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  the  material  of  the  Government  being  cut  up  and  cut  into 
ibape  for  the  outside  or  inside  finish  of  any  houses  in  the  vicinity ;  material  got  out  on  the 
ifllaod  by  the  use  of  Government  tools  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  of  an  instance  7 — A.  I  never  knew  of  any  instance. 

Q.  That  would  not  come  under  your  department,  would  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  it  would  not  be 
^oDt  in  my  department.  In  my  department  I  don*t  think  that  anything  larger  than  a 
pictare-frame  ever  was  made  on  this  yard  for  anybody ;  that  is,  in  *'  Yards  and  Docks."  I 
cocfioe  myself  to  that. 

Q.  You  have  heard  rumors  of  something  larger  than  picture- frames  being  made  in  that 
waj  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  look  out  for  ourselves.  It  might  be  a  picture-frame  or  a  bracket, 
or  something ;  but  nothing  that  you  or  I  would  care  anything  about  for  its  magnitude. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  In  your  bureau  have  you  ever  had  orders  from  the  heads  of  other  bureaus  in  Boston, 
to  deliver  such  and  such  material  that  had  been  advertised  for  sale  7  Now,  you  must  have 
Knp-iron  and  old  boilers,  and  all  those  things  that  oome  under  your  orders  f — A.  No,  sir. 
The  most  of  our  old  material  would  be  condemned  furniture  from  the  quarters ;  that  we 
kU  4t  auction.  We  repair  those  thingfs  and  keep  them  along  until  they  are  all  used  up.  A 
cupet  we  cannot  repair;  j  after  it  gets  to  be  so  bad  that  you  cannot  turn  it,  then  I  request  a 
inmy  of  it.  We  have  a  furniture  manufacturer  on  the  yard.  He  does  not  make  new 
fonutore  to  amount  to  anything,  but  repairs.  Now  that  you  speak  about  boilers,  we  have 
two  new  boilers  on  the  dock,  iMcause  the  old  ones  were  not  safe  at  65  pounds.  But  they 
would  be  safe  at  25  pounds.  I  had  them  condemned  and  bought  new  boilers,  and  one  of 
tittee  old  boilers  is  used  for  pumping  purposest  because  we  do  not  need  much  steam  on 
wlwQ  it  is  used  for  pumping.  We  can  use  that  old  boiler  the  same  as  a  new  boiler  for  a 
long  time.  The  other  has  been  out  here,  and  has  never  been  sold.  I  suggested  that  it  might 
be  sold,  but  it  never  has.     We  do  not  build  boilers  here— not  from  '*  Yards  and  Docks." 

Q.  Do  they  not  in  **  Construction?** — A.  The  Steam  Engineering  department  build  ma- 
line  boilers.  Yon  will  have  before  you  a  list  of  everything  that  we  have  sold  at  auction 
«Bce  1868,  according  to  vour  orders. 

Q.  Have  you  a  list  of  what  you  have  sold  at  private  sale  t — A.  We  do  not  sell  anything  at 
^rate  sale  in  our  department ;  what  we  have  belongs  to  the  Government— every  single 
piece. 


KiTTERV,  Me.,  March  18, 1876. 

B.  F.  Chandler  recalled. 

TheWmiESS.  I  wish  to  add  to  my  previous  deposition  that  iron  was  contracted  for 
^  dM  years  ld73  and  74  with  Babcock  Sl  Co.  The  bureau  contracted  for  Norway  iron, 
"^ev  deUvered  the  quantity  of  iron  in  September  ;  but  it  was  not  received  because  it  was 
Mtriorway  iron. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qttwrtion.  What  was  the  price  of  that  iron  7    What  did  they  charge  for  it  ?— Answer, 
i^ttke  cents.    Everything  like  that  changes  every  year.   I  hid  the  bill  showing  the  price 
*^^\»\c\i U  was  billed  to  me.   I  will  give  it.    Here  are  the  bills  in  this  volume.    [Having 
w^\m  the  volume.] 
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Q.  They  are  in  your  department,  are  they? — A.  Yes,  sir.   That  bill  which  I  now  indicate 
September  16,  l'!i7:{,  was  by  contract.     Most  of  the  iron,  you  see,  was  at  6  cents.    Here  at 
this  point  [indicating]  is  where  the  Norway  iron  stopped.    Then  there  was  some  American 
iron.   I  fig^ured  up  the  Norway  iron.   There  was  about  twenty-five  tons  of  Norway  iron. 

Q.  Did  you  transfer  these  bills  over  to  **  Construction  f* — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  that.  This  is  not  the  iron  that  was  rejected.  This  was  supplied  after- 
ward. 

Q.  We  want  to  know  how  much  was  rejected,  in  order  to  know  how  much  went  into  the 
Bureau  of  Construction. — A.  I  cannot  tell  that 

Q.  How  much  was  sent  you  t  Give  us  a  copy  of  that  contriict. — A.  That  contract  was 
"class  11/'  dated  July  1,  1 073.  I  will  get  it  for  you  now.  [Producesit.]  The  bureau  receive 
bids  and  make  contracts,  and  then  they  transfer  the  figures  from  their  contracts  on  to  the 
original  printed  paper  like  this,  and  that  is  sent  to  us.     [Heads  it.]    There  are  the  prices. 

Q.  On  this  contract  dated  July  1st,  was  this  the  annual  bid? — A.  Yes  sir;  by  public 
advertisement.  They  got  that  contract  by  public  advertisement  dated  July  1, 1873.  1  made 
the  original  schedule  that  that  contract  was  based  upon. 

Q.  And  this  is  the  contract,  and  the  iron  that  was  sent  to  fulfill  this  contract  was  not 
what  it  purported  to  be  by  the  contract  ? — A.  Certainly  it  was  not.  It  was  not  Norway  iron 
at  all. 

Q.  You  rejected  this  iron,  and  afterward  you  understood  that  it  was  taken  into  the  Bu- 
reau of  Construction  on  this  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  1  know  now  that  it  was. 

Q.  Will  the  Bureau  of  Construction  show  that  it  was  taken  at  that  same  price  ? — A.  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Why  was  it  taken  ? — A.  Because  the  chief  of  the  bureau  authorized  them  to  take  it. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  see  that  order. — A.  You  will  have  to  call  on  the  constructor  for 
that. 

Q.  Who  has  that  order? — A.  It  would  come  through  the  commandant. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  time  you  rejected  itt — A.  It  would  be  iu  September,  187.?. 

Q.  What  are  Trickey  <&  Jewett*s  names  on  here  for? — A.  They  are  contractors  for  that 
class  which  is  mentioned  there — white  pine  and  spruce. 

Q.  This  amount  stated  here  is  the  amount  that  was  called  for?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  the  iron  that  actually  came  here  under  this  order  1 — A.  I 
never  weighed  it.    There  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  tons  of  it. 

Q.  You  said  the  other  day  that  it  was  fifty  tons. — A.  If  I  said  so  it  was  merely  a  suppo- 
sition.   But  upon  looking  it  over  I  find  that  it  was  about  fifty-four  thousand  pounds. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  this  iron  that  was  rejected — of  this  iron  that  came  under  this 
bid — that  you  rejected? — A.  Every  particle  of  that  iron  I  rejected.     It  was  not  Norway. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  in  that  lot  ?  You  had  a  bill  of  it  when  it  came. — A.  Yes,  sir. 
The  bill  that  I  rejected  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with.  Why  should  I  take  notice  of  the 
'bill  unless  the  iron  was  according  to  contract  7  I  took  no  cognizance  of  that  bill.  I  notified 
the  Department  that  they  had  failed  to  supply  according  to  their  contract,  and  I  made  a  re- 
quisition in  open  market  to  buy  it ;  and  you  see  this  memorandum  at  the  l)ottom  there.  That 
open-purchase  requisition  was  not  approved  by  the  bureau. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  of  that  iron  ? 

Mr.  Burleigh.  There  are  several  classes  and  qualities  of  iron  rejected.  The  whole 
amount  of  money  was  $4,260. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  this  iron  that  you  rejected  as  unfit  for  the  work  required  of  you  to 
be  done  iu  your  department,  was  sufficient  for  the  work  required  ot  iron  in  ttie  Construction 
department^ — A.  1  couldn't  tell  you  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Could  not  they  have  done  the  same  work  in  the  Construction  department  with  cheaper 
iron.  ^  You  must  have  very  superior  iron.  But  could  not  the  Construction  department  do 
with  a  less  costly  iron  T — A.  That  is  a  hard  question  to  answer.  If  it  is  for  blunt  bolts,  it 
will  do.     If  it  is  for  making  chain,  it  will  not  do. 

Q.  If  they  are  required  to  have  the  same  kind  of  iron  in  the  "Constniction  department'' 
that  you  had  in  "  Yards  and  Docks/'  this  wa.s  unfit  for  them  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  never 
could  be  made  fit. 

Q.  But  then,  if  they  are  not  required  to  have  that,  a  cheaper  iron  would  do  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Then,  if  they  took  this  iron  at  the  same  price  that  it  was  billed  to  you  for,  tbej*  paid 
too  much  for  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  engineer,  as  ordered,  made  an  open-purchase  requisition, 
but  Babcock  <&  Co.  were  allowed  to  furnish  good  iron. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  Savage's  contract  at  that  time,  for  files  and  other  stuff :  why  did  yon 
have  to  require  open  purchase  for  that  1 — A.  Because  they  didn't  send  any  at  all. 

Q.  Was  their  bid  accepted  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  they  didn't  comply  with  the  bid,  and  I  bad 
to  make  a  requisition  upon  open  purchase. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  James  L.  Parker,  of  Portsmouth? — A.  Mr.  Parker  bid  for  Mr 
«  Bailey. 
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Q.  On  the  Savage  contract  bid  of  1873.  His  bid,  wbich  he  failed  to  supply,  was  for  what  t 
—A.  Files,  two  dozen,  at  $5 ;  that  was  flat  bastards,  14-inch.  Mr.  Savage  cbarees  $7.  Three 
dozen  half-round ;  for  those  we  paid  $7.    Mr.  Savage's  charge  is  87.  Three  and  a  half  dozen 
round  U-inch,  bastard,  $7 ;  two  dozen  square,  14-inch,  |>j.    Mr.  Savage*s  price  is  $7.    Six 
fi&t  12-inch,  I7..50.    Mr.  Savage's  price  is  $5 ;  four,  flat  12-inch,  |6.  Mr.  Savage's  price  is  $5, 
T^o  dozen  parallel  smooth,  |^.50.    Mr.  Savage's  price  is  $7.    Two  dozen  parallel,  |7.50. 
Mi.Savage's  price  is  ^.25.     Five  dozen  knife,  $6.50.     Six  dozen  hand-saws,- $7.    Mr.  Sav- 
age's price  is  16.20. 

Q.  Show  us  some  more  of  your  annual  contracts. — A.  That  was  about  the  time  the  bu- 
reau ceased  to  make  contracts.  They  don't  make  them  by  advertisement  now  ;  not  in  that 
form.    If  it  is  over  $1,000,  they  advertise  in  the  papers  over  in  Portsmouth. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  16,  1876. 
GcoRGE  S.  Chapman  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Tou  have  been  employed  on  the  yard  some  time,  in  the  blacksmith's  shop — in  **Con- 
structioo."^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  for  the  last  six  months. 

Q.  Bat  you  Were,  for  some  time  previous  to  that,  in  the  blacksmith's  shop,  in  **  Con- 
strnction."— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  there  for  about  two  years. 
Q.  Daring  that  time,  did  you  know  of  anv  iron  received,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 

bat  had  been  in  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks? — A.  While  I  was  in  **  Yards  and 
Docks,"  tbey  required  a  lot  of  iron.  I  tried  the  iron,  and  the  **  Yards  and  Docks"  would  not 
receiTeit 

Q.  Why  not  t — A.  It  was  not  so  good  as  they  recommended  it,  and  it  was  rejected.  It 
wunot  snch  iron  as  it  was  recommended  to  be  to  **  Yards  and  Docks." 

Q.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  iron  ? — A.  The  iron  was  to  be  as  good  as  Norway ;  but 
it  wu  not  anything  but  common  iron. 

Q.  What  process  did  you  go  through  to  reject  it  ? — A.  I  tried  every  bar — got  a  piece  of 
it,  and  worked  it  one  way  and  another,  to  see  if  it  would  work. 

Q.  Did  you  report  it? — A.  I  reported  it  to  Mr.  Chandler.  He  saw  me  when  I  tried  it. 
He  told  me  to  try  it  just  the  same  as  though  the  man  was  here  that  he  got  it  from.  I  did. 
It  was  not  what  it  was  recommended  to  me,  and  he  rejected  it. 

Q.  Was  it  removed  from  '* Yards  and  Docks T" — A.  Noj  sir;  it  was  left  down  here  on 
the  wharf-— all  but  the  pieces. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whom  that  iron  came  from  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  know  that  I  do.  I 
did  know  at  the  time ;  but  I  have  forgotten. 

Q.  How  large  a  quantity  was  there  of  it  f— A.  Well,  I  should  say  there  was  forty  or 
fifty  tons — I  don't  know  but  more. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  that  iron  afterward  ?— A.  I  think  that  iron  went  into 
"Construction." 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  used  in  ** Construction  "  or  not? — A.  Well,  I  would 
not  say  positively,  but  I  think  it  was  used  in  **  Construction.'* 

Q.  You  think  it  did  not  gooff  the  yard  again  T — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  in  '*  Construction" 
at  the  time  it  went  in  there.     But  I  think  it  went  into  **  Construction." 

Q  Don*t  yon  know  what  was  said  about  that  iron  at  the  time  they  received  it  in  **  Con- 
itroction?" — A,  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  as  I  do.  I  know  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  very 
OKSQ  iron  in  **'  Construction." 

Q.  A  good  deal  of  poor  iron  7 — A.   Yes,  sir,  J  know  that — while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Who  was  foreman  of  blacksmiths  at  that  time,  in  **  Construction  ?" — A.  Mr. 
Kealj. 

Q.  Who  was  the  constructor? — A.   Mr.  Webb. 

Q.  Who  was  inspector  of  the  iron,  in  "  Construction,"  at  that  time  T — A,   Well,  I  don't 
^w  that  any  one  inspected  that  iron,  in  **  Yards  and  Docks,"  at  that  time.    There  never 
ha«  been  but  two  inspectors,  I  think.    One  was  Captain  Carpenter.    He  had  charge  of  it 
^  a  spell;  after  Mr.  Wentworth  was  inspector.    I  think  that  he  inspected,  I  am  not  cer- 
tain in  regard  to  iron,  but  I  think  he  did.    I  never  knew  but  those  two  inspectors.     I  could 
Botnj  whether  Mr.  Wentworth  was  inspector  at  that  time  or  Mr.  Carpenter. 
Q.  How  many  years  ago  was  that  7 — A.   Well,  I  think  that  was  about  four  years  ago. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  toe  time  of  the  year  7 — A.   It  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 
Q.  Was  it  four  years  last  fall  or  this  coming  fall  T — A.   I  would  not  say  whether  it  was 
^  7«tn  this  last  fall  or  the  coming  fall. 
Q-  1  think  yon  must  have  been  fn  **  Construction "  three  years  ago. — A.   It  was  four 
TtMi  ago  last  fall,  then. 

X.  It  was  just  before  yon  left  '*  Yards  and  Docks  T"    In  inspecting  that  iron  no  inspector 
^<i^l  about  it  unless  he  was  a  practical  man  and  took  it  to  the  forge  t— A.  No,  sir. 
x>  Then  it  must  have  been  the  foreman  of  the  shop  where  it  was  u^7 — A.  A  man  can- 
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not  tell  what  a  piece  of  iron  is  until  it  is  tried.  The  inspection  must  be  in  the  shop  where  it 
is  used. 

Q.  Would  they  be  likelj  to  receive  a  poor  quality  of  iron  there,  that  jon  refused  in 
'*  Yards  and  Docks  f '  Would  they  not  have  warninj^  that  it  was  not  good  iron  f  Would  it 
not  be  known  from  one  bureau  to  another? — A.  Certainly  it  would  be.  The  "Construc- 
tion "  knew  that  it  was  rejected  up  there.  I  think  they  took  that  iron.  I  am  pretty  sure 
they  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  under  what  orders  it  was  taken  7 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  think  that  was  in  the  fall  of  1871  or  1872  T— A.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1871. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  If  you  could  remember  the  name  of  the  person  who  furnished  the  iron,  it  would  facil* 
itate  our  action. — A.  Mr.  Chandler  could  tell.   'He  is  over  here  on  the  island. 


KiTTERY,  Me.,  March  18,  1876. 
Daniel  L.  Randall  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  were  you  first  put  on  duty  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard  T — A.  When  I  first  came 
here,  in  May,  1867. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  serve  here?— A.  I  served  a  year  and  a  half  in  steam-engineering. 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  enemies  here  on  the  yard  ? — A.  I  don*t  know  that  I  have  got  one 
in  the  world. 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  about  hero  in  the  neighborhood  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Who  are  your  friends  ? — A.  Everybody,  1  suppose. 

Q.  What  friend  exerted  his  influence  to  have  you  appointed  here,  when  you  were  first 
put  here  on  the  island  in  1867  ? — A.  Mr.  Ely. 

Q.  Who  was  he  7 — A.  A  member  of  Congress  from  New  Hampshire. 

Q.  What  were  you  then  receiving  a  day  ? — ^A.  Three  dollars.  I  got  $3  most  of  the  time ;  I 
wonH  say  all. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  serve  here  at  that  timet — A.  About  a  year  and  a  half. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  to  go  on  the  watch. 

Q.  Were  you  discharged  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  discharged  here  once,  were  yon  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  served  before  you  were  discharged?— A.  About  ail  years — from 
five  to  six  years. 

Q.  What  were  you  discharged  for  7 — A.  It  was  reported  neglect  of  duty ;  that  was  all 
I  knew  of. 

Q.  Were  yon  tried  ? — A.  I  was  called  before  Captain  Young,  and  asked  some  questions. 
Don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  they  ^ive  you  any  bearing  7 — A.  Didn't  the  commandant  or  any  officer  bring  you 
before  them  ana  inquire  into  charges  against  you  7 — A.  I  was  called  up.  They  ordered  me 
discharged. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  removed  from  here  but  once  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  was  off  when  reduc- 
tion was  made,  and  required  on  again. 

Q.  When  did  you  return  here  after  your  discharge? — A.  I  returned  here  about  the  1st  of 
October,  1874. 

Q.  When  were  you  discharged? — A.  About  the  1st  of  July,  1874.  I  was  off  probably 
three  months  or  more. 

Q.  Through  whose  influence  were  you  brought  back  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  can  tell  ex- 
actly. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  get  to  intercede  for  you  to  get  yon  restored  to  your  place  t — A.  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Cragin,  or  got  some  one  to  for  me. 

Q.  It  was  through  his  influence,  then,  that  you  got  it  ?— A.  Through  his  and  othere — not 
his  alone. 

Q.  What  others  7 — A.  A  number  of  others. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  some  of  them  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  ;  I  suppose  that 
they  assisted  him,  (Mr.  Howard  and  Mr.  Pierce ; ;  I  suppose  they  rendered  what  aid  they 
•cotild. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Pierce  ?    Is  he  the  Portsmouth  postmaster  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  pav  are  you  getting  now  7 — A.  Three  dollars  and  a  half. 

Q.  You  get  half  a  dollar  more  now  than  before? — A.  Yes,  sir;  74  cents  more  than  I  did 
on  yard-watch. 

Q.  What  is  the  position  that  you  hold  ? — A.  Captain  of  ship-keepers. 

Q.  What  do  you  have  to  do  in  that  position  7 — A.  Pump  and  clean  ships,  assist  in  mov- 
ing or  hauling  ships ;  look  after  moorings ;  have  charge  ot  all  lightg  and  fires,  and  things 
around. 

Q.  How  many  ships  have  you  moved  lately  7 — A.  The  Lancaster,  I  think,  was  the  la^^ 
one  that  came  in  here. 
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Q.  Wben  there  have  been  any  bids  for  that  lumber  has  there  been  any  combination  by 
toy  parties  here  in  Portsmouth  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  no  outside  parties  in  the  lumber  business  here  who  have  had  a  commission 
on  it  f— A.  0  no,  sir ;  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  anybody  else. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  as  whether  there  are  combinations  between  the  contractors  to  stifle  com- 
petition; whether,  whenever  there  are  contracts  to  be  let  out,  a  number  of  them  get  together 
who  would  otherwise  bid  against  each  other  7 — A.  No,  sir.  We  all  try  to  take  care  of  our- 
selTes  in  all  those  things.  We  don^t  mean  to  do  anything  very  wicked  about  it,  however. 
It  is  my  hosiness,  and  I  generally  try  to  take  care  of  my  business  pretty  well. 

Q.  How  do  yen  account  for  it  that  you  have  been  contractor  so  long,  when  it  depended 
npon  the  chances  about  making  the  lowest  bids  ? — A.  I  will  take  what  your  colleague,  Mr. 
Jones,  said  about  me  when  I  Irst  came  in  here,  as  affording^  an  answer  to  that  question,  viz  : 
I  am  a  pretty  clever  fellow.  I  think  I  have  done  the  business  here  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  person  in  the  yard.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  man,  from  the  commandant  to  the  menial 
servant,  but  what  would  do  me  a  favor  at  anv  time.  I  try  to  take  pretty  good  care  to  make 
the  prices  reasonable.    There  is  a  pretty  uni&rm  price  for  our  commodity. 

Q.  Now  can  you  tell  us  about  what  proportion  of  the  contracts  that  you  have  had  since 
the  war  you  have  obtained  by  the  annual  letting  ? — A.  I  have  never  attempted  any  contracts 
anywhere  except  for  the  Kittery  yard. 

Q.  How  many  contracts  have  you  got  by  regular  course  of  annual  letting  7— A.  I  guess  I 
have  got  the  majority  of  them  usually. 

Q.  Have  you  supplied  any  lumber  or  timber  here  at  the  yard  by  contract  with  Mr.  Hans- 
eom,  or  parties  at  Washington,  without  its  having  been  advertised  for  or  demanded  ? — A.  I 
hsTs  not  had  any  contracts  with  him. 

Q.  Your  contracts  have  been  through  the  regular  channels  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  would  that  come  through  7 — ^A.  Through  the  purchasing-paymaster.  A  requi* 
fition  is  made  for  tho  article,  and  that  is  sent  to  the  purchasing-paymaster. 

Q.  That  is  by  the  open  purchase  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wben  it  is  not  by  the  open  purchase,  then  they  let  it  out  t — A.  That  is  done  at  the  an- 
noal  letting  in  Washington  once  a  year. 

Q.  Do  yon  bid  at  those  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  when  those  are  exhausted,  the  balance  is  by  open  purchase,  and  then  you  make 
eontracts  with  the  paymaster  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  think  it  is  over  half  of  the  contracts  that  yon  get  by  the  bidding  at  Wash- 
inf^on— the  annual  letting  ? — A.  I  should  think  so,  since  the  war. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  since  the  war.  When  you  have  made  your  bids  at  the  annual 
letting,  have  you  ever  known  that  the  Government  would  require,  at  this  station  any  more 
during  the  year  than  your  annual  bid  was  f — A.  No,  sir ;  never.  And  if  I  did,  years  ago, 
before  the  war,  perhaps,  or  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  I  think  there  was  a  rule  of  this 
iort:  that  the  successful  bidder  at  the  annual  lettings  was  supposed  to  have  the  privilege  of 
fiunisbiDg  any  balance  that  might  be  wanted,  at  the  same  rate.  That  used  to  be  the  rule 
before  I  Imd  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  rule  now  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  understand  it  so. 

Q.  Provided  at  the  anoual  letting  you  should  make  a  bid  of  ten  or  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lan  for  a  certain  kind  of  lumber,  have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  putting  more  than  that 
upon  the  yard  and  letting  it  lie  here,  or  of  a  lower  grade,  for  which  you  thought  there  would 
be  an  open  purchase  ? — A.  No,  sir.  We  have  sometimes  had  a  surplus.  It  has  come  by 
cargoes,  and  there  has  been  a  surplus.  They  are  not  authorized  to  receive  above  5  or  10 
per  cent,  above  the  coutract.  I  have  sometimes  had  a  surplus  of  a  small  amount,  and  fre- 
quently had  a  small  surplus  of  some  kind  of  timber  upon  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  have  to  get  an  order  from  the  chief  to  have  it  delivered — to  have  it  delivered 
more  than  your  contract  7 — A.  If  the  excess  did  not  exceed  5  or  10  per  cent.,  tho  constructor 
here  would  take  the  liberty  of  receiving  it. 

Q.  Have  there  not  been  times  when  you  have  had  a  good  deal  more  than  that  excess, 
wben  you  have  had  an  order  from  the  chief  to  let  you  deliver  it  in  the  yard  7 — A.  There 
may  have  been  such  instances ;  but  I  don't  recollect  of  any. 

Q.  You  never  paid  Mr.  Adams  any  per  cent,  for  commissions  1 — A.  No,  sir.     I  think  some 
times  I  may  have  had  an  account  with  Mr.  Adams  out  of  some  special  coutract.    I  don't 
know  that  I  ever  gave  him  a  commission  for  anything.    I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  fellows  calculated  to  take  care  of  yourselves.  Has  there  not  been 
an  understanding,  when  you  bid,  for  these  open  purchases  1 — A.  There  may  have  been  in 
some  instances.     I  don't  remember,  however,  of  the  instances. 

Q.  Whoever  got  the  contract,  have  not  the  rest  had  a  share  in  the  profit  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
don't  recollect  any  instance  of  that  kind.    No,  sir  *,  I  should  say  not.    It  might  be  that  I 
might  have  done  Mr.  Adams  some  service,  in  return  for  service  he  might  have  rendered  me. 
fiat  as  to  his  having  an  interest  in  the  thing,  I  don*t  think  there  ever  could  be  a  case  of 
that  sort. 
Q.  At  tliese  annual  lettings  they  always  let  to  lowest  bidders  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
cj.  Y ju  have  got  contracts  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  got  more  or 
less  of  them.    There  might  be  a  dozen  or  twenty  classes,  and  I  get  one  or  two  or  three 
classes.    Here  is  a  class  of  oak  timber,  and  a  class  of  pine  timber,  and  a  class  of  oak  plank. 
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Q.  Tbe  clam  jon  bid  on,  don*t  yoa  get  t— A.  I  bid  on  all  of  them,  nod  loee  some  of  them, 
and  some  of  tbem  I  get. 

Q.  Yon  don*t  lose  on  all  jon  bid  on  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  bj  anj  means. 

Q.  Did  jou  or  Mr.  Trickej  fnmish  the  frame  for  the  Tallapoosa,  at  the  jard  ? — A.  I 
think  Mr.  Tiickej  had  an  order  for  some  timber,  and  I  was  interested  there  with  him. 

Q.  Did  yon  and  Mr.  Trickey  famish  any  of  the  timber  that  built  that  vessel  at  Balti* 
more? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  did  famish  that  T — A.  No,  sir :  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  that  timber  was  bought  ?— A.  I  don*t  know  anything  aboat  it 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  improper  removal  of  any  GoYemment  property  from 
the  navy-yard  by  anybody  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  in  regard  to  the  timber-inspector  here.  How  long  has  he  been  timber-inspector 
here  T — A.  Well,  I  shall  say  seven  or  eight  years.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war,  in  1861,  Mr. 
Bennett  was  timber-inspector,  and  I  think  Mr.  Lockie  sometime,  saki  to  be  an  assistant 
of  bis. 

Q.  Who  g^t  Mr.  Lockie*s  appointment  t — A.  I  don*t  know  ;  I  have  always  understood 
that  he  was  a  member  of  tbe  legislature  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Cragin's  re-election,  and  the  prob- 
ability is  that  it  was  through  his  influence.    All  I  know  is  that  he  is  a  very  good  fellow. 

Q.  Right  in  the  same  line,  do  you  know  whether  Dr.  Wentworth,  who  holds  some  posi- 
tion in  your  State  here,  is,  or  not,  g^eneral  inspector  here  T — ^A.  He  was.  I  understood  that 
he  resigned  some  months  ag^. 

Q.  He  was  two  or  three  months  ago  f— ^A.  Tes,  nr. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  serve  ?— A.  Two  or  three  years. 

Q.  At  the  same  time  that  he  was  inspector  here,  was  he  a  member  of  the  flegislature  ol 
Maine  7 — A.  He  was  a  member  last  winter  and  the  winter  before,  I  should  think  two  win- 
ters. 

Q.  And  at  the  same  time  was  inspector  here? — A.  I  should  think  he  was. 

Q.  Who  procured  him  his  appointment  ? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it 

Q.  Was  tbere  not  some  Senator  elected  from  Maine,  the  same  as  there  was  from  New 
Hampshire  7 — ^A.  I  should  think  likely. 

Q.  Was  tbere  not  a  Senator  elected  from  Maine  while  the  doctor  was  in  the  legislature 
from  Maine  ? — A.  I  should  think  there  was  a  Senator  elected  a  year  ago. 

Q.  Was  that  when  he  was  there  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  Senator  was  it  f — A.  My  friend  Burlingame  knows  all  about  that  It  was  Mr. 
Hamlin,  I  think. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  March  16,  1876. 
Ambrose  J.  Clark  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Question.  What  is  your  position  here,  sir  t~Answer.  Purchasing-paymaster. 

Q.  That  is,  you  pay  for  all  purchases  ? — A.  I  do  the  purchasing. 

Q.  Under  requisitions  made  from  this  yard  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  yard  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  State,  if  you  please,  what  the  form  is  of  the  order  for  purchasing,  and  the  forms 
through  which  bills  go  before  you  pay  them. — A.  The  department  or  bureau  at  tho  yard 
make  their  requisition  upon  me  for  stores,  and  I  then  purchase  them  on  that  requisition. 

Q.  How  do  you  purchase  them  f — A.  By  either  sending  out  for  bids,  or,  where  only  small 
amounts  are  required,  buying  them  in  the  market,  at  the  lowest  price. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  your  purchases  is  made  by  bids,  and  what  proportion  in  the  mar- 
ket f — A.  If  any  large  amount  is  wanted,  that  is,  anything  over  a  few  hundred  dollars,  I 
always  send  out  to  tbe  different  business  men  and  get  their  bids,  and  I  give  the  order  ifor 
the  goods  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Q.  You  do  not  advertise  in  the  papers  t— A.  Where  the  amount  is  over  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, I  do. 

Q.  You  advertise  that  in  all  cases  7— A.  I  have  never  had  a  case  of  over  a  thousand  dol- 
lars since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  You  send  out  notices  to  the  dealers  in  the  line  of  goods  that  you  want  to  purchase, 
and  they  send  in  bids  f — A.  Certainly.  For  instance,  I  get  a  requisition  to-day,  and  send 
out  an  invitation  for  bids,  and  give  them  two  or  three  days,  as  it  happens,  to  reply,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  I  give  the  order  for  the  goods  to  the  man  who  makes  the  lowest  bid. 

Q.  Then  what  becomes  of  the  goods  T — ^A.  The  bill  is  sent  with  the  goods  by  the  party 
who  furnishes  tbem,  they  are  inspected  by  tbe  chief  of  the  department  at  the  yanl  requiring 
the  goods,  and  then  the  bills  are  made  out  at  the  yard  and  signed  by  the  inspector  as  hav- 
ing been  received,  and  then  they  come  to  me  and  I  certify  as  to  the  price. 

Q.  Does  the  commandant  sign  those  bills  T — A.  After  they  go  from  me.  He  is  the  last 
one  who  signs  them.  The  bill  is  then  complete,  and  the  commandant  sends  it  over  to  me, 
and  I  make  my  requisition  on  the  bureau  in  Washington,  sending  a  triplicate  bill.  All  bills 
are  made  in  triplicate.   The  triplicate  bill  goes  to  Washington,  and  there  they  examine  it ; 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  Cons.  &.  Repair, 

fVashingtoH,  Oct,  \6th,  J873. 

My  Df.ar  Commodore  :  I  am  afraid  you  will  think  me  vary  remiss  in  not  replying^  to 
youT  last ;  bat  I  must  plead  the  pressure  of  business  as  an  apology.     Your  official  letter  in 
rektion  to  QriffitW  coTitract  calls  for  an  unofficial  explanation  as  follows,  viz :  In  the  first 
place,  it  was  understood  that  the  same  facilities  were  to  be  given  to  whomever  might  obtain 
the  contract  to  do  tbe  work>  as  are  usually  given  under  the  same  circumstances  by  private 
ship-builders.     When  a  job,  such  as  raising,  timbering,  planking,  &c.,  is  let  in  a  private 
»bip-jard,  tbe  builder  or  owner  furnishes  ail  materials  and  tools  (except  workmen's)  that 
may  be  required  to  do  the  work.    The  work  only  is  contracted  for.     I  have  done  much  work 
of  that  character  myself,  and  always  have  had  same  facilities  and  materials,  such  as  water- 
buckets,  augers,  files,  oil,  greese,  chalk,  gprindstones,  etc.,  that  men  employed  by  the  day  in 
the  same  yard  have  had ;  and  we  must  give  Griffiths  the  same.     This  was  told  to  every  per- 
son who  made  an  offer,  and  their  estimates  of  the  cost  were  made  accordinglv. 

Tbe  number  and  amount  of  these  things  must  be  decided  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
or  donble  the  amount  necessary  might  be  expended  by  waste.     80  much  for  that  work. 

I  wish  you  would  have  the  order  to  furnish  the  bureau  with  photographs  carried  out,  that 
the  condition  and  progress  of  the  work  may  be  known.    None  have  been  received  of  the 
Msrion  for  a  long  time.    Let  me  have  some  of  the  new  vessels  as  they  progress.     Wish  I 
coild  talk  with  you  an  hour  or  more,  but  know  not  when  I  can  get  that  way. 
Yonrs,  very  truly, 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Commodore  J.  C.  Howell.  U.  S.  N. 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  Const'n  &  Repairs, 

Nov.  Jl,  1873. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  8  instant,  (No.  205.)  with  inclosure  from  Mr.  Griffiths  with  re- 
gard U)  punching  and  drilling  holes,  &c.,  has  been  received. 

As  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  you  and  the  contractor  with  regard  to  whom 
tbe  cost  ot  such  work  shall  be  charged  under  his  contract,  you  will  please  direct,  for  the 
pf^sttnt,  that  this  work  be  done  by  the  Government,  and  a  careful  account  of  the  cost  thereof 
bpt,  subject  to  a  final  settlement,  upon  the  completion  of  the  contract. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  ser\t., 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau 
Commodore  J.  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  N.. 
ComdU  Navy-  Yard,  Porttmouth,  N.  H. 

A  true  copy.  W.  E.  H.  F. 


Navit  Department,  Bureau  Const'n  &  Repair, 

iJec.  mh,  1874. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  Mr.  Griffiths*  proposal  to  finish  the  Enterprise,  which 
was  accepted.  It  seems  to  be  explicit  and  comprehensive,  and  you  will  please  give  him  the 
facilities  of  the  yard  to  complete  the  work  as  enumerated.  You  will  please  direct  Asst. 
NaT^  Constructor  Philip  Hichborn  to  superintend,  under  direction  of  the  naval  con- 
^ot)r  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Griffiths. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obt,  servt. , 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

ChUf  of  B  u  re  a  u . 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  roriamouth,  N.  H. 

True  copy.  W.  E.  H.  F. 


[Copy  circular.] 

Nav¥  Department,  Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair 

Sept.  28,  1874. 

^^''  You  will  please  direct  that  no  timber  or  other  materials  be  allowed  to  be  delivere 


L 


158  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

in  the  yard  under  your  command,  for  thia  bureau,  except  undar  approved  requisitions,  or 
written  instructions  from  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  servt. , 

(S'g'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chui' of  Bureau, 
Commodore  A.  Brvson,  U.  8.  N., 

Com'd't  Navy- Ya^dy  Portsmouth,  N,  H. 

Captain's  Office,  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Murch  16M,  1676. 
A  true  copy.   Attest : 

JOHN  H.  KNOX.  CUrk. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Feb,  4th,  ltt75. 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Eben  Hagnrott,  of  the  4tb  inst.,  in  relation  to  white> 
oak  knees,  and  white-oak  plank,  stock-logs,  and  keel-pieces,  now  at  the  yard,  under  yovr 
command,  is  respectfully  referred  to  you. 

If  the  knees  and  timber  therein  named  are  wanted,  and  are  of  suitable  quality,  they  may 
be  landed  and  stored,  but  bills  for  them  must  not  be  made  out  without  further  instructions 
from  the  burean. 

Respectfully,  your  obt.  servt. , 

(S'g'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commo.  A.  Bryson,  U.  8.  N., 

ConVdU  Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth, 


Damariscotta,  Maine,  Feb^y  4eA,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  Durine  the  month  of  August  last,  I  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Mess. 
Trickey  &,  Jewett,  of  Boston,  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard,  on  their  ac- 
count, some  two  hundred  and  fifly  (250)  white-oak  knees,  together  with  what  white-oak 
plank,  stock-logs,  and  keel-pieces  would  be  required  with  the  knees  to  make  out  a  cargo. 

This  material  I  got  out  in  eood  faith,  and  shipped  to  the  yard  named,  where  the  vessel  ar- 
rived about  a  month  ago,  and  remains  there  still  with  her  cargo  on  board.  As  the  vessel  is 
under  demurrage,  and  I  am  put  to  great  expense  through  no  fault  of  mine,  I  respectfully 
request  that  permission  may  be  given  me  to  nave  the  material  herein  named  landed,  and  that 
the  bureau  will  send  an  order  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard  to  that  effect. 
Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  EBEN  HAGGETT. 

Chief  Const'r  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bu.  Cons,  Jf-  Repair,  Washington,  D,  C, 

True  copy. 

\V.  E.  H.  F. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  Construction  &  Repair, 

WashingtOH,  AprU  I9th,  1875. 

My  Dear  Com  :  I  am  about  leaving  for  California,  to  be  absent  about  live  weeks,  and  in 
the  hurry  have  left  the  office  without  writing  officially  in  relation  to  a  load  of  white-oak 
timber,  which  was  delivered  by  Capt.  Higgins,  **  I  think.  The  timber  was  due  on  an  order 
or  agreement  by  Trickey  dc  Jewett.  Please  have  the  timber  inspected,  and  if  it  is  what  is 
wanted,  you  can  have  bills  made  at  the  lowest  market-price.  Before  cutting  up  the  Portfire 
we  mnst  have  a  proper  report,  condemning  the  vessel  and  recommending  it.  Hope  to  £ee 
you  soon  after  my  return,  and  find  you  and  family  iu  good  health  and  spirits. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM. 

Commodore  A.  Brvson,  U.  S.  N.,  ^ 

Commandant, 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

A.  BRYSON,  ComU, 

*  Capt,  £ben  Hag/ftit,  uoi  li;g  jina. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.June  lOtA,  1875. 
Commandant  Navy-Yakd  : 

RefenriDg  to  the  order  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  yon  will  allow  two  more  cargfoes  of 
liv^oak  to  be  landed  by  Mr.  Switt. 

(Sgd.)  I,  HANSCOM. 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Eec'd  Jane  10th,  1875. 

(Sgd.)  A.  B. 

Captain's  Office, 
Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  iV.  if.,  March  Idth,  1876. 

A  troe  copy.    Attest : 

JOHN  H.  KNOX,  Clerk. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

Portamouik^  N.  H,  : 

AUow  the  landine  in  the  yard  of  sneh  liye-oak  belongin(^  to  Mr.  Swift  as  may  be  now  off 
th«  yard  ready  for  uinding. 

(Sgd.)  H.  A.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Chf  CUrk,  {by  order  of  the  Stc'y  of  ths  Navy,) 
Bec'd  May  27, 1875. 

rSgd. )  A.  B. 

Captain's  Office, 
Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N,  H,,  March  16M,  1875. 

A  tree  copy.    Attest : 

JOHN  H.  KNOX,  Clerk. 

Navy  Department,  Bu.  Cons't'n  &,  Repair, 

Sept,  2^d,  1874. 

Sir  :  The  bareaa  has  made  ont  and  approved  a  bill  in  favor  of  Messrs.  James  Bigler  &. 
Co.,  dated  Sept.  9th,  amounting  to  $19,446]^,  embracing  the  following-named  bills  of 
lire-oak  timber  delivered  by  them  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  which  are  herewith 
retonied  to  be  destroyed. 

BiUNo.  311,  contract $9,220  80 

'    •*  317,         *•      5,628  72 

"    •*  342,  reservation 3,712  38 

"  310,  open  purchase 407  50 

"'•316,      •*           " 477  50 

$19,446  i% 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
(Signed)  I.  HAN8C0M, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  A.  Bry.son,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Portsmouth,  P,  H, 

A  tme  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 

Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Sept,  2\th,  1874. 

The  within-named  bills  were  destroyed  by  me  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  my  chief 

clerk. 

(Signed)  A.  BRYSON, 

Commo,  ComdH. 
Copy  of  endorsement. 

W.  E.  H.  F 
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in  the  yard  under  your  comma 
written  instructions  from  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  < 

Commodore  A.  Brvson,  U.  .' 
Com'd't  Navy-  Vaid,  Pot 


Wiissssmis,  D.  C,  July  Zlst,  1574. 
•>  uad^  one  in  accordance  with  the  instrnc- 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 


A  true  copy.   Attest : 


W.  E.  H.  F.. 

2d  Clk.  to  Comdt. 


Navy  D  \ 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  froi 
oak  knees,  and  white-oak  plat 
command,  is  respectfully  refen 

If  the  knees  and  timber  there 
be  landed  and  stored,  but  bills 
from  the  bureau. 

Respectfully,  your  obt.  ? 

Commo.  A.  Bryson,  U.  S 
Com'dH  Navy-  Yard,  Par 


«.,r  ^SEAC  Cwrs^s  &  Repair,  July  28th,  1874. 

'■^^^  i  Co.»  pMt  of  the  live-oak  timber  delivered 

^*^     ^»  jmd  tfttt  of  appropriation  construction  and 

"   **     ^,j^  3*  nccssary  to  have  new  bills  made  out, 

%»  jcxomi.  sip&mte  bills,  amounting  to  $22,181  t^J^^ 

f   aaft  3«upM««  and  you  will  please  have  both  of 

^^  ^  a*  jriginal  and  duplicate  bills,  and  you  will 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chtef  of  Bureau. 


V.  ff . 


Dear  Sir  :  Durine  the  mon 
Trickey  &  Jewett,  of  Boston, 
count,  some  two  hundred  and 
plank,  stock -logs,  and  keel-pi< 
This  material  I  got  out  in  g( 
rived  about  a  month  ago,  and  i 
under  demurrage,  and  I  am  pi 
request  that  permission  may  b* 
the  bureau  will  send  an  order  t' 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed) 

Chief  Const'r  I.  Hanscom, 
Chief  of  Bu.  Cons.  4'  U 

True  copy. 


!>< 


I 


W.  E.  H.  FENTRESS. 

2d  Clk.  to  Comdt 


Washington,  D.  C,  Feby.  21,  1873 


jrtv  tjiuploy .forty  men  on  her  in  addition  to  present 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Cont.  cj'  R. 

H.  A.  MITCHELL, 

1st  Clk.  to  Comdt. 


Navn 

My  Dear  Com  :  I  am  about 
the  hurry  have  left  the  oflSce  \\ 
timber,  which  was  delivered  b} 
or  agreement  by  Trickey  &  Je 
wanted,  you  can  have  bills  ma^ 
we  njust  have  a  proper  report, 
you  soon  after  my  return,  and  i 
Yours,  very  truly, 
(Signed) 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  ^ 

Com 


Navy  Department, 

liashington,  April  21,  1876. 

(uittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Represents- 
to  inclose  a  statement  from  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
tt'd  cost  of  repairing  the  Marion  and  class. 


.Mt 


GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  of  the  Aarg. 


House  of  Representa'ires. 


The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 


c 
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>/  iht  cost  of  repnvingr  the  following -fiamed  vessels  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Construction  and  Repair,  Navy  Department, 

R71  to  1875. — Marion,  rebuilt , $483,542  95 

870  to  1873. — Monoiigahela,  repaired 492,067  71 

«72lol876. — VandHlia,  rebuilt 623,480  12 

k,  187210  1874. — Swatara,  rebuilt 348,214  63 

>bia,  187 1  to  1 875. — Qnionebau^,  unfinished 323, 18 1  70 

1870  to  1874. — Galena,  unfinished 280, 303  7i 

ttfally  submitted. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
George  M.Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Navy  Department,  Bu.  Constn.  &  Repair, 

Oct,  l»e,  1875. 

:  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  bureau  to   Mr.  John  W.  Grif- 
under  date  of  the  27th  inst.,  and  embracing  the  terms  of  the  aCToenient  with  him  to 
and  fit  complete  the   spars  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Enterprise,  at  Uie  yard  under  your 
and,  which  is  tumished  for  your  information  and  guidance. 
Respectfully,  your  obt.  servt., 
(Si^ed)  I.  HANSCOM. 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

amodore  A  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commit.  Navy-  Yard,  Portsmouth^  N,  H. 

•ne  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  FENTRESS, 

2d  Clk,  to  Comdt, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  &  Repair, 

February  29th,  1876. 

:  Mr.  Griffiths  has  called  the  attention  of  the  bureau  to  sheaving  the  spars  of  the 
•rise,  and  making  castings. 

le  castings  and  sheaving  of  spars  for  the  Enterprise  are  not  mentioned  in  the  work 
rated  for  the  guidance  of  the  contractor,  and  as  the  sheaving  of  spars  has  always 
i)ne  by  the  blockmakers,  the  castings  and  sheaving  for  this  ship  will  be  done  at  the 
the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  svt., 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chf,  of  Bureau, 
m.  A.  Bryson, 
Comdt,  Navy-  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N,  H, 

ue  copy. 

H.  A.  MITCHELL, 

1st  Clk,  to  Comdt, 


Equipment  Office,  Navy-Yard,  Kittery,  Me., 

March  18, 1876. 

^inclose  herewith,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  16th  instant,  a  statement  of 
-^^Rate  of  supplies  furnished  this  department  during  the  past  four  years,  showing 
'^i^t  fornisbed  by  contractors,  on  open  purchase  requisitions,  and  by  shipment  from 
;*>7-.vard8. 
^^^«pectfully,  J.  YOUNG, 

Captain  U,8,N,,  Equipment  Offi  er. 
'^ore  A.  Bryson,  U,  S.  N., 

Commandant, 

«•  MiB.  170,  pt.  1 11 


JmMkt' 


160  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

[Telegram.  J 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  Zlst,  1574. 

All  the  bills  due  Bt^ifler  for  live-oak  should  be  made  out  in  accordance  with  the  instrac< 
tious  of  the  tweuty*eigbth  instant  relative  to  two  of  them. 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

Portsmouth^  N,  H. 
True  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F., 

'U  Clk.  to  Comdt. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  Cons'n  &  Repair,  July  28th,  1874. 

Sir  :  Under  agreement  with  Mess.  J.  Bigler  &.  Co.,  part  of  the  live-oak  timber  delivered 
at  the  yard  under  your  command  was  to  be  paid  out  of  appropriation  construction  and 
repair,  1874-1875.  In  order  to  do  so,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  new  bills  made  out, 
dated  and  approved  after  July  Ist.  The  inclosed  triplicate  bills,  amounting  to  $22^181 -fj^ 
and  $],886f^.  are  herewith  returned  for  that  purpose,  and  you  will  please  have  both  of 
them  considered  open  purchasers,  retaining  no  reservation. 

Messrs.  Bigler  ol  Co.  will  return  to  you  the  original  and  duplicate  bills,  and  you  will 
please  forward  to  them  the  new  set  of  bills. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob*t  serv*t, 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 


t^ommodore  J.  C.  HowELi.,  U.  S.  N  , 

Commandant  Navy-Turd,  Portsmouth,  N,  H. 

A,  true  copy. 


Chief  of  Bureau. 


W.  E.  H.  FENTRESS. 

2d  Clk.  to  Comdt 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  D.  C,  Feby.  21,  1873 
Commo.  J.  C.  Howell, 

Comdt,  Navy-  Yard : 

As  the  Monongahela  is  wanted  you  may  employ. forty  men  on  her  in  addition  to  present 
force.    Give  N.  H.  a  large  share. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Cont.  ^'  /?. 
A  true  copy. 

H.  A.  MITCHELL, 

1st  Clk.  to  Comdt. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  ApHl  21,  1g7C>. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  20th  January,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  statement  from  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair,  showing  the  consolidated  cost  of  repairing  the  Marion  and  class. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Natal  A  J  airs,  House  of  Heprescnta' ires. 


KITTERY   1;AVY-YARD.  161 

Stmitment  of  the  cost  of  repaving  the  followinsf 'named  vessels  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Construction  and  Repair^  Navy  Department, 

KUtery,  1«71  to  1875.— Marion,  rebuilt , $483,542  95 

Kittery,  1870  to  1873.— MonoDwhela,  repaired 492,067  71 

Boston;  187^  to  1876.— Vandnlia,  rebuilt 6*23,480  12 

New  York,  1872  to  1874.— Swatara,  rebuilt 348,214  63 

Philadelphia,  1871  to  1875.— Quinnebau^,  unfinished 323,181  70 

lioifulk,  1870  to  1874.— Galena,  unfinished 280,303  71 

Bespectfullj  submitted. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Hon. George  M.Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Navy  Department,  Bu.  Constn.  &  Repair, 

Oct,  l*e,  1875. 

Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  bureau  to   Mr.  John  W.  Grif- 
fiths, under  date  of  the  27th  inst,  and  embracing  the  terms  of  the  agreement  with  him  to 
make  and  fit  complete  the  spars  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Enterprise,  at  Uie  yard  under  your 
command,  which  is  turnished  for  your  information  and  guidance. 
Respectfully,  your  obt  servt., 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commdt.  Navy-  Yard^  Portsmouth^  N.  H. 

k  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  FENTRESS, 

2d  Clk.  to  Comdt. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  &  Repair, 

February  29(A,  1876. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Griffiths  has  called  the  attention  of  the  bureau  to  sheaving  the  spars  of  the 
Enterprise,  and  making  castings. 

As  the  castings  and  sheaving  of  spars  for  the  Enterprise  are  not  mentioned  in  the  work 
niamerated  for  the  guidance  of  the  contractor,  and  as  the  sheaving  of  spars  has  always 
been  done  by  the  blockmakers,  the  castings  and  sheaving  for  this  ship  will  be  done  at  the 
cost  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  svt., 

(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Cl\f.  of  Bureau. 
Commo.  A.  Bryson, 

Comdt.  Navy-  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

A  true  copy. 

H.  A.  MITCHELL, 

1st  Clk.  to  Comdt. 


Equipment  Office,  Navy-Yard,  Kittery,  Me., 

March  18, 1876. 

^'R :  I  inclose  herewith,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  16th  instant,  a  statement  of 
j7  ^firregate  of  supplies  furnished  this  department  during  the  past  four  years,  showing 
^°<BafQonut  furnished  by  contractors,  on  open  purchase  requisitions,  and  by  shipment  from 
®%  navy-vards. 

Jiespectfully,  J.  YOUNG, 

Captain  U.  8.  N.,  Equipment  Offi  tr. 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  1. 11 
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Statement  of  the  amount  of  supplies  furnished  Department  of  Equipment  and  Recruitings  United 
States  navy-yard,  Kiltery,  Me.^  during  the  four  years  ending  March  16,  J  87(3. 

From  contractors...- $6,643  87 

From  open-purchase  requisitions ^.-.       36, 8^33  94 

From  otliernavj-yards llQj-eoft  «8 

ToUl 163,136  09 

Equipment  Office,  Navy- Yard,  Kitterv,  Me., 

March  18,  1876. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  YOUNG, 
Captain  U,  S.  iV.,  Equipment  Officer. 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  PoRTSMorTH,  N.  H., 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 

March  21,  1876. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  1 5th  instant  to  furnish  you  with  the  amount 
of  supplies  estimated  for,  as  also  amount  of  supplies  furnished  upon  *' open-purchase  requi- 
sitions," I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

Amount  of  supplies  furnished  by  contract,  under  annual  estimates,  from  March 

16, 1872,  to  March  16,1876 $106,704  54 

Amount  of  live-oak  furnished  under  James  Bigler  &,  Co.'s  contract,  for  same 
period 330,526  62 

Amount  of  supplies  furnished  upon  open-purchase  requisitions  froin  March  16, 

1872,to  March  16,1876 397,917  18 

Aggregate  amount  of  supplies  from  March  16,  1872,  to  March  16,  1872...     835, 148  28 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  WILSON, 
Naval  Constructor. 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


Inspection  Provisions  and  Clothing, 

Navy- Yards  Portsmouth,  N.  f/.,  March  18,  1^76. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  1 5th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
this  inspection  does  not  make  estimates  for  supplies,  but  is  furnished  from  other  inspections 
(generally  from  New  York)  when  the  stock  on  hand  runs  low. 

The  aggregate  of  supplies  or  stores  received  at  this  inspection  in  the  past  four  years  is 
$194,710.17  ;  and  the  amount  received  on  open-purchase  requisition  is  $473.31. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

CHAS.  F.  GUILD, 
Paymaster  and  Inspector  in  charge. 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Ordnance  Office,  March  23,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  16th  instant,  a  statement  of 
the  aggregate  of  supplies  furnished  this  Department  during  the  past  four  years,  showing  the 
amount  furnished  on  open-purchase  requisitions  and  by  shipment  from  other  uav^-yards 
and  stations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  AMES, 
Commander  6*.  S.  N.,and  Inspector  Ordnance.. 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 
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United  States  Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Ordnance  Office,  March  23,  1876. 

Statement  of  the  aggregate  of  supplies  furnished  this  department  from  March  16,  1872, 
;o  March  16, 1876,  inclasive : 

From  contractors,  notliiog. 

Yrom  open-pnrchase  requisitions , $6, 142  38 

From  other  navy-yards.- ' 65,  108  52 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  AMES, 
Commander  U,  S»  iV,  and  Inspector  Ordnance. 


Ordnance  Office,  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.. 

March  23,  1876. 

Statement  of  estimates  for  supplies  of  all  kinds  made  in  the  department  of  ordnance  at  the 
IVued  States  navy -yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  from  March  16,  1872,  to  March  16,  1876, 

inclusive : 

Estimates  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1873. 

Stores  necessary  in  fitting  vessels,  including  paints,  oils,  lumber,  &c $10,000  00 

Tools 250  00 

SiAiionery .500  00 

Fuel 1,484  00 

12.234  00 
Estimates  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1874. 

Stores  necessary  in  fitting  vessels,  including  paints,  oils,  lumber,  &c $10,000  00 

Tools.. 250  00 

Stationery 500  00 

Fuel 1,284  00 

12,034  00 
Estimates  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875. 

Stores  necessary  in  fitting  vessels,  including  paints,  oils,  lumber,  &Ci $10,000  00 

Tools 250  00 

Stauonery 500  00 

Fuel 1,284  00 

1,2,034  00 
Estimates  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  .30,  1876. 

Stores  necessary  in  fitting  vessels  including  paints,  oils,  lumber,  &c $10,000  0 

Tools ^ 250  00 

Stationery ^ 300  00 

Fwl 1.284  00 

«        — ^^ 

11,834  00 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  AMES, 
Commander  U.  S,  N.,,  and  Inspector  Ordnance, 


Navy. Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

March  18,  1876. 

5rR:  2n  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  to  furnish  you  with  a  statement 

^'mates  for  supplies  of  all  kinds  made  in  the  steam-engineering  department  for  the 

'^^  four  years,  with  the  aggregate  of  supplies  furni£hed,  and  amount  of  supplies  furnished 
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upon  open-purchase  requisitions  for  the  same  period,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following, 
viz: 

» 

Amount  of  estimates  made  for  supplies  of  all  kinds  from  March  16,  1H72,  to 

March  16,  1876 $107,400  91 

Amount  of  supplies  furnished  upon  open*purchase  requisitions  from  March  J6, 

1872,  to  March  16,  1H76 109,770  83 

Agpre^ate  amount  of  supplies  furnished  from  March  J6,  .1872,  U)  March  16, 
Jd76 197,230  64 

Bespectfully, 

DAVID  B.  MACOMB, 
CAk/  Engineer,  V.  8.  N, 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Civil  En^iiieer'8  Office,  March  18,  1876. 

Sir  :  Herewith  is  respectfully  submitted  estimates  of  supplies  department  of  Yards  and 
Docks,  for  the  four  years  endinjf  March  16,   1876,  $148,965.21. 

Aggregate  of  supplies  furnished  during  the  above  time $148,965  21 

Ot  the  above  the  following  was  received  on  contracts  made  by  the  Bureau  of 

Yardsaud  Docks - 62,01J   17 

Open  purchase 86,954  04 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.   F.  CHANDLER, 

Civil  Enginetir,  U.  S.  N. 
Commodore  A.  Brysov,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


March,  16,  J 876. 

Total  expenses  for  the  years  1872,  1873,  1874.  1875,  at  United  States  naval  hospital,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H, 


Expense. 


Freight  and  toIU 

Fuel 

Oro ;erleii  

IiMtniments 

Medldnes 

Proviitiong 

Re  pHirs 

Stationery 

WHuhing 

InrldentHl 

Furnitare  and  bedding. 


Sum  total. 


1872. 


1873. 


$587  45 
1,512  70 


«3  00 
364  96 


937  81 

39  00 
165  97 

18  66 

75.1  33 

1, 405  90 

186  02 

11  68 
100  00 
390  SO 

39  97 


1874. 


$10  01 
188  00 
370  65 

35  00 
259  14 
677  72 

38  00 

6  20 

122  00 

24  C«5 
246  Hi 


1875. 


$12  61 

328  75 

329  30 


545  93 
1, 120  16 


147  00 

185  fi2 

6  75 


Total 


$50  43 

555  75 

865  92 

!»  66 

2.145  85 

4.716  48 

224  03 

17  88 

432  00 

9m  2tl 

310  96 


10.  237  44 


The  above  skives  the  aggregate  of  supplies  furnished  the  medical  department  at  this  sta- 
tion during  the  past  four  years,  so  far  as  tbe  hospital  records  show.  The  records  of  first 
quarter  1872  are  missing. 

The  expenditure  for  medicines  give  the  total  amount  for  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and 
surgeon's  necessaries  for  the  sick  and  hurt  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  at  this  ntation,  as 
well  as  the  expenditures  of  medicines,  &c.,  for  the  families  of  naval  and  marine  officers,  at- 
tached to  this  station,  and  the  servants  and  employes  of  the  several  departments  of  the  navy  «> 
yard. 

The  expenditure  for  provisions,  groceries,  &c.,  covers  the  support  of  over  200  medical  ar^d 
surgical  cases  treated  yearly  in  this  hospital. 

As  the  medical  property  of  ships  going  out  of  commission  at  this  yard  is  merely  pas^^< 
hrough  to  the  United  States  laboratory,  New  York,  there  are  no  '*  copies  of  orders  authori^\ 
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tbe  reonoval  of  property,  either  by  pnblic  sale  or  otherwise,"  nor  has  there  been  any  *'  public 
property  removed  to  any  other  station"  beyond  tbe  medical  stores  just  mentioned. 

Estimates  for  supplies  of  all  kinds  are  not  made  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the 
hospital  at  thin  station. 

Respectfully,  &.C, 

C.  J.  CLEBORNE,  U.  S.  N., 

Surgeon, 
Commodore  Akdrew  Bryson,  U.  S.  N.,  ' 

Commaiuii»g  Nuvjf'  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 


Navigation  Office, 
Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  March  18,  1876. 

Sir:  AfH'eeably  to  yonr  order  of  the  i5th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  no  yearly  esti- 
mat^  are  ma'ie  in  the  navigation  department  at  this  yard.  Deficiencies  iu  stores  for  issue 
to  ships  are  sopplied  by  the  bureau  on  requisition,  and  generally  sent  to  us  by  freight  from 
the  Kew  York  yard. 

Affrregate  of  supplies  furnished  during  the  past  four  years,  $23,400,  of  which  amount  9650 
was  upon  open  purchase  by  order  of  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  bervant, 

S.  D.  AMES, 
Commander  U.  S,  N*,  Navigation  Officer, 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  March  10,  1876. 

SrR:  In  compliance  with  yonr  order  of  the  15th  instant  to  furnish  you  with  a  statement  of 
rt»  number  of  men  employed  and  discharged  in  this  department  (monthly)  from  January, 
1^,  to  the  present  time,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  tabular  statement : 


\m. 


Whole  number  on  roll 
employed  or  discharged. 


Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged ^ . 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Kmployed 

Discharged 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged     

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged 

Whole  number  on  roll  . . 

Employed 

Discharged 


a 
•-a 


s 


7J3 


84 

449 

50 

4fi 

459 

4i 

]j 

502 

8 

8 

188 

1 

638 
245 

2(1 

8U 

5 

1 

70 

4 

60 


56.' 


86 
136 
106 

■  •  «  • 

453 

81^ 

*^ 

46'^ 

276 

24 

502 

155 

10 

183 

47 

5 

863 

38 

19 

84 

9 

3 

14 

12 

] 


3 
S 


479 

108 
242 
102 

>  •  •  • 

540 

75 
337 
714 

63 
315 
647 
149 
195] 
225 

12 

6 

882 

16 
408 

90 

12 
2 

25 


27e 

8 

462 

35 

30 

601 

n 

346 
231 

4t 

7 

490 

2H 

22 

100 

7 

8 


• 

< 

May. 

371 

381 

10 

56 

344 

359 

It 

'12 

278 

8 

9 

467 

27 

44 

266 

12 

12 

270 

223 

9 

490 

3 

10 

99 

8 

1 


437 


43 
347 
45h 


277 
13 

3 

450 

8 

27 

266 
4 
5 

484 
H9 
38 

489 
7 
6 

106 
3 
3 


394 


29 

80;') 
21( 


be 

s 


36;'    299 


287 

3:J7 

13 

431 

4 

69 
265! 
322 
6 
335 
133 

34  ^ 
49(> 

15 

19 
106 

64 


66 

1015 

53 

611 
26: 

27 
366 

26 

581 

265 

3( 

634 

8^ 
17 

48^ 

32( 

0 

169 

357 

11 


221 
7 


78 

1068 

45| 

8511 
9i 

9(1, 
390 

70! 

19 
816 

23 

2^ 
705 
138 

17 

800 

3 

507 

507 

4(1 
141 


1113 


80 
770 

69 
447 

31 

6 

811 

8>- 

65 
826 

II 
391 
29(i 

Iti 
2-29 
4(K) 

41 

33 


> 
o 

>5 


228 
2 


1033 


5.30 

709 

h 

269 

AIM 

44 

9 

834 

2v 

727 

4461 

lb 

3 

83 

2 

4l4i 
29' 
22! 


23C 

■    •    a    • 

10 
503 


54 
448 

15 

4 

507 

•  •  «  « 

5 

129 

61 

2 

456 

203 

21 

78 

2 

•  •  •  • 

421 

6 

357 


V%ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Commodore  k,  Bryson,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant, 


T.  D.  WILSON. 
Naval  Constructor, 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Statement  of  number  of  men  employed  and  discharged  monthly  in  department  of  yards  and 
dockSi  navy-yardfKittery,  Me,^from  January  1,  lti6d,  to  March  16,  1876. 

On  pay-roll  January  1,  1868,  222  names. 


Year. 

1868... 

1869... 

1870... 

1871.. 

1872... 

1873.. 

1874.. 

1875... 

1876.. 


Employed    or    dis- 
charged. 


Employed  . 
Discharged 
Employed  . 
Discharged 
Employed  . 
Discharged 
Employed  , 
Discharged 
Employed  . 
Dischai  ged 
Employed  , 
Discharged 
Employed  , 
Discharged 
Employed  , 
Discharged 
Employ*^d  , 
Discharged 


• 

e 

• 

c 

• 

• 

• 

o 

a 

• 

u 

• 

• 

> 

• 

^ 

P3 

a. 
< 

09 

9 

0 

< 

c^ 

O 

o 

5 

4 

8 

58 

16 

64 

•  •  •  • 

7 

5 

47 

1 

10 

39 

24 

8 

6 

17 

4 

42 

87 

18 

5 

5 

9 

2 

•  •  «  • 

9 

30 

72 

41 

56 

19 

63 

33 

4 

4 

37 

26 

2 

7 

•  •  «  • 

5 

16 

8 

10 

26 

•  •  a  • 

137 

1 

12 

20 

6 

1 

4 

20 

9 

2 

14 

G 

3 

19 

8 

11 

25 

24 

5 

5 

17 

31 

3 

2 

2 

4 

15 

I 

5 

•  «  M  • 

2 

3 

1 

24 

8 

9 

2 

5 

1 

8 

1 

10 

13 

4 

13 

10 

6 

7 

4 

4 

3 

1 

55 

41 

148 

17 

30 

52 

81 

48 

23 

26 

3 

5 

2 

3 

1 

31 

15 

r7 

7 

41 

126 

1 

4 

10 

6 

92 

4 

52 

32 

58 

24 

5 

4 

109 

75 

8 

11 

5 

131 

18 

29 

15 

55 

57 

38 

6 

6 

13 

57 

66 

23 

10 

34 

10 

5 

•  «  M  - 

.3 

6 

2 

2 

7 

4 

147 

41 

26 

It 

7 

15 

3 

1 

•  «  •  • 

I 

20 

9 

24 

8 

20 

18 

3 

5 

5 

1 

•  •  a  • 

>  «  •  • 

2 

6 

10 

40 

6 

16 

5 

39 

3 

11 
4 

1 

3 
3 

« 

. 

Employed  March  16,  1876,  92. 


Navigation  Office, 
Naiif'Tard,  Portsmouth,  N.  if.,  March  15. 1876. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  woald  repectfnlly  state  that  the 
force  employed  by  the  navigation  department  since  January,  1868,  and  borne  upon  our  roll>«, 
is  one  clerk,  one  store  helper,  and  one  pilot,  (the  latter's appointment  dates  from  1872.)  The 
little  extra  labor  required  in  this  department  when  a  ship  is  fitting  out  is  transferred  by 
requisition  from  other  departments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  AMES, 
Commander  U,  8.  N.,  Navigation  Officer. 

Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


Inspection  Provisions  and  Clototno, 

Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  March  15,  1876. 

Sir  t  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  submit  the  following  list  of  men  taken  on 
and  discharged  at  this  inspection,  since  the  28th  day  of  Novemler,  1874,  the  date  of  my 
reporting  here  for  duty.  Tuere  is  no  record  at  this  inspection  of  men  taken  on  previous  to 
that  time. 

December  20,  1874. — Seven  men  taken  on  for  one  day  to  discharge  stores  from  the  TicoD- 
deroga. 

July  29,  1875. — Four  men  taken  on  for  one  day  each  ;  and  six  men  half  a  day  each  to 
discharge  stores  from  the  Tallapoosa. 

October,  1875. — Two  men  taken  on  for  one  day  each,  painting  receiver's  room. 
December,  1875. — One  man  taken  on  for  one  day  ;  one  man  for  two  days;  and  eight  memx 
for  three  days  each — breaking  out  the  Lancaster,  and  stowing  the  Marion. 

Febiuary,  li^76. — Two  men  taken  on  for  twoaud  a  half  days  each,  dischargiiTg  stores  fro 
schooner  Deliance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.   F.  GUILD, 

Paymaster  and  InspecL^^^^  ^ 
Capt.  J.  Young,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


KITTERT   NAVY-TABD. 
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SiMtement  of  tkt  number  of  men  employtd  and  discharged  monikly  in  the  department  ofmedi- 
cine  and  surgery  at  the  United  States  navy-yard  at  Portsmouth^  X,  H.,  from  January  1, 
laeS,  to  March  16,  ]t^6. 


• 

• 

08 

d 
s 

08 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

• 

1 

;         August. 

1 

!         September. 

• 

e 

.a 

o 
■*^ 
o 

o 

jO 

S 

► 
o 

25 

.a 
S 

s 

1868  1 

EmDloyed  ...... ...... 

2 

1 

Dlscbaffired  .......  .... 

1869 

Employed  .... ....  .... 

1 

*  *  V   • 

1 

1 

Discharcred .... ....  .... 

1 

1870 

^      1    ^j 

Eroployed  ............ 

"l 

Discharsred  ......  . .... 

•  «  •  • 

1872 

1  EmDiOYed  ....  .... .... 

Discharcred  .....  ...... 

1 

Emoloved  .... ....  .... 

« 

Discharsred  ...... . .... 

1873 

EmDloyed  .... .... .... 

•  •  «  • 

1 

2 

1 
1 

Discharged  ....... .... 

1874 

Emoloved  ...... ...... 

1 

1 

1 

Dischars^d  . .-.. ...... 

lS7o 

EmoloTed     ........... 

Discharged ...... ..... 

.     .      J 

1876 

EmoloTed  ............ 

Discbarcred  . ...... .... 

....  j 

One  nurse  now  employed  to  act  as  scullion,  assistant  cook,  messenger,  fire-maker,  and  to 
Done  twelve  to  fifteen  patients. 

Th«  above  is  a  list  of  nurses  and  laborers  employed  in  the  medical  department  of  this  st  a 
lion  from  January,  J  868,  to  present  date. 

On  July  21,  1874,  orders  were  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  discharge  the 
l&borer,  siuce  which  time  but  one  extra  nurse  has  been  employed  for  one  mouth  only. 

Tiie  nurses  of  this  )i9jspital  and  dispensary  have  averaged  one  since  18(>8.   Over  two  hun- 
dred medical  and  suf|^ical  cases  (an  average  of  2,700  sick-days)  are  yearly  treated  in  this 
bospiul,  besides  the  sick  of  the  uavy-yard  families  and  barracks. 
Kespectfully,  ^c, 

C.  J.  CLEBORNE,  U.  S.  N., 

Surgeon. 
Capt.  Jonathan  Young, 

Captain  of  Saty-yard,  Portsmouth. 


Navy-yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

March  17,   1876. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  l.'Sth  instant,  I  respectfully  submit  a  list  of  the 
DTHnber  of  men  employed  aud  discharged,  monthly,  in  the  department  of  steam-engineering 
fiom  January,  1866,  to  the  present  time. 
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NAVAL  AFFAIES. 


Total  number  on  the  roll  January  1, 

1866,  342. 

Months. 

• 

o 

J- 

'5- 
S 

• 

is 
■3 

CO 

s 

Months.] 

• 

e 

s- 

"a 
E 

» 

3 

1 

9 

■ 

1868. 
January  .................... 

None. 

7 

3 

4 

20 

10 

2 

3 

45 

50 

10 

14 

16 
12 
35 
46 
20 
18 
132 
52 

5 
32 
32 

2 

16 

172 

15 

30 

3 

2 

3:J 

41 

7 

None. 

11 

12 

4 

87 
2 
4 
2 

None. 
4 
7 

None. 
12 
5 

None. 

108 
40 
50 
25 
14 
15 
20 
12 
7 
5 
15 
10 

84 

61 

14 

12 

35 

41 

None 

10 

32 

22 

141 

4 

5 

125 

59 

23 

11 

4 

5 

4 

17 

5 

108 

3 

4 
2 

79 
3 
2 

None. 
4 
9 

None. 
8 
1 
12 

1872. 
January  .... .... ...... ..... 

Kfl 

February 

Febifuary  ...... .... ....... . 

2 

March 

March  ..................... 

1 

April 

April  .......... .... .... .... 

21 

May 

May   

June 

None. 

^    J    ••"•  ......  ....■...■.•.. 

Jane 

1    Nl 

July 

July 

28 

24 

7 

49 
2 
1 

3 
13 
None, 
2 

4 

None 

20 

7 
40 
88 
30 
95 

54 
11 

2 
19 

1 

Aucrust 

Auf^ust 

September 

October   ................... 

O  **""     ....  .   ......  ......  .... 

Seotember 

October   .................... 

November. 

November  ................. 

December ................... 

December .................. 

1869. 
January  .................... 

1873. 
January 

February 

March  .... ...... ...... ...... 

February 

March 

April  ...... ...... ...... .... . 

April 

May  ...... .--... ........... 

May 

,  "•'    

June  ....................... 

^MM-trnj    ....    ....    ....    ....    ....   ... 

June  ...................... 

July 

July 

AufiTUSt 

Aucrust  ............ 

No 

Seotember  .................. 

September .................. 

October 

October - 

November  .................. 

November 

December 

December 

1870. 

January ^. 

February 

March 

1874. 
January  ...... .... .... . ._.. 

February  ...... ...... ... 

March  ...... ...... ...... ... 

April 

April 

May   ...................... 

*'M.%mj        ....................... 

June 

June 

None.'  Nc 

July 

July 

16 
5 

18 
2 
9 
None. 

9 
3 
1 
1 
8 

22 

3 

2 

44 

15 

50 

8 

4 
None 

Aucrust 

VWIJ....    .......  .......     ..... 

August  .................... 

Seotember.-.-' . ............. 

Seotember. ................. 

October .................... 

October 

November ................... 

November 

December 

December .... ............ .. 

H 

1871. 
January ........ 

1875. 
January  ................... 

February  ................... 

February  ......... ...... 

March  .- 

March  ..................... 

April  ....................... 

April 

May  

M^y    

June 

June  ...................... 

July 

July  

August 

August  .................... 

Seotember- . .. .... .... ....... 

Seotember 

October ..................... 

October  ...........%....... 

November  .................. 

November  ................. 

December  .••... ...... ...... . 

December .................. 

1876. 
January  ................... 

, 

February  ............... 

N 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


DAVID  B.  MACOMB, 
ChUf  Engineer,  U.  S,  1 


KITTEBY  NAVT-YARD. 
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SUtment  of  the  number  of  men  employed  and  discharged  monthly  in  the   Department  of 
Equifmentat  the  United^  States  naty-yard^  Kittery^  Me.,  from  January  1,  1868,  to  March 
16^  1876,  inclusive. 


Whole  Domber  on  roll,  January  1,  1868, 

51. 

Tear. 

Emplojed     or     di8> 
charged. 

• 

a 
4- 

• 
U4 

• 

08 
:3 

< 
15 

• 

• 

o 

a 

s 

• 

• 

s 

< 

• 

1 

> 

0 

•  •  •  • 

i 

1868 

Employed    .......... 

1 

Discbar^d  .......... 

20 

4 

16 
10 

15 

82 

im 

Employed 

2 
11 

3 

•  •  •  • 

1 

23 

2 

39 

74 

3 
23 

8 
26 

3 
8 
2 
2 

•  •  •  • 

25 
1 

1 

16 

Discharged 

15 

1870 

EmDloved  ........... 

4 

11 

•    •    M     • 

52 

«  •  «  « 

87 

Discharged 

1871 

Employed 

2 
2 

1 
] 
6 
3 
1 
9 
1 

1 

"14' 

10 

20 

11 

1 

Discharered  .......... 

1 

6 
8 

•  •  •  • 

2 
30 
2 
1 
5 

•26' 

1 
3 
1 

1872 

Employed  ". 

Discharged  . ...... 

2 

1 
1 
2 
4 
2 

21 

«  •  •  • 

io 

17 

1 
14 
8 
4 
4 

•  •  •  • 

6 
4 

22 

1873 

Employed 

15 
6 

2 

Discharered  ...... 

5 

6 

28 

29 

8 

7 

1874 

Eraploved  ........... 

3 

3 

•  •  «  • 

12 
11 

1 

* 

Discharged  .......... 

1 

1 

1 

28 

38 

1 

1675 

Employed  ...--- 

1 

3 
14 

6 
5 

22 

Discharged . 

Employed 

23 

1876 

1 

1 

13 
tl3 

Discharged .......... 

B«pectftilly  submUted. 

Conimodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  8.  N.. 

Commandant, 


*Di«cbarged  September  6tb.    ^Discharged  March  13th. 

Equipment  Office,  March  16,  1876. 


J.  YOUNG, 
Captain  U,  S,  /V.,  Equipment  Offieer, 


Ordnance  Office, 
g  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H,.  March  2'3,lSnf 6, 

^th^L  Uat*^f^i!^°*^  ^  ^^^^  *^'^®'  ®^  *^®  ^^*^  instant,  I  have  the  honor  toTorward  here- 
from Jannar      |^"^™^r  of  men  monthly  in  the  ordnance  department  of  this  navy-yard 

V«>r^  i'        *^:  ^  March  16,  1876,  showing  the  dates  of  taking  on  and  discharge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,'' 

S.  D.  AMES, 
C(niunodoTw  A    r»  Commander  U,  8.  N,,  Inspector  Ordnanu, 

Commandant, 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Report  of  the  number  of  men  monthly  in  the  Ordnance   Department  from  January,  1868, 

March,  1876. 


» 

1 

§ 

• 

Date. 

• 

Taken    on  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Date. 

• 

1 

Discharged  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Date. 

25 

1868. 
Jan.    I............. 

1868. 

1868. 

25 

Feb.   1 

20 

Mar.  1.^ 

April  1 

2 
14 

iiar.    i6'.lIII...J... 

8 
9 
6 

Mar.  14. 

14 

April   14 

April  20. 
May  16. 

19 

May   1 

13 

June  I............. 

13 

July  1 

14 

AUQT.    I............. 

I 
3 
9 

Aug.   1. ............. 

1 

Aug.  31. 

17 

Sent.  1 

Sent.   1 

17 

Oct.    1 

Oct  19 

•    11 
2 

Oct.    31. 

13 

Nov.  1 

Oct.    19. 

17 

Dec.  1 

4 

Dec.  1 

4 

Dec,  31. 

13 

1869. 
Jan.  1 - 

1869. 

1869. 

13 

Feb.   1 

13 

Mar.   1 

10 

Mar.  29!! !!.!!!! 

23 

April  1 

7 

1 

6 

12 

April  12. 
April    1. 
April    6. 
May  25. 

9 

May   1 

13 

May  19 

10 

June  1 

10 

July   1 

24 
9 
4 

July  14 

7 
19 
11 

July  15. 
Aug.  24. 
Sept.  28. 

27 

Aug.  1.. ........... 

Aujr.23 

17 

Sept.  1 

Sent.  27 

10 

Oct.    1 

10 

Nov.  1 

4 

Nov.    1 

14 

Dec.  1 

4 

3 

Dec.    6. 

7 

1870. 
Jan.  i.. ........... 

1870. 

Dec.  18. 
1870. 

7 

Feb.   1 

Mar.  1 

4 
5 

Feb.  21 

11 

Mar.  28 

10 

March  31. 

6 

April  1 

6 

May   1...... ....... 

9 

4 

31 

1 

May  23 

1 
4 
1 
16 
5 
4 
3 

May    3. 
June  27. 

14 

June  1...... ....... 

June  13.............. 

14 

July  1 

July  20 

July  19. 
Aug.  24. 
Sept.    1. 
Oct.      1 . 

44 

AUGT.    1..... 

Auff.   9 

29 

Sept.  1 

24 

Oct.    1 

20 

Nov.  1 

2 

Nov.  20 

Nov.  21. 

19 

Dec.  1 

19 

1871. 
Jan.   1. 

1 

1871. 
Jan.    1.............. 

9 

Jan.   31. 

11 

Feb.   1 

11 

Mar.  1 

10 

Mar.  16 

7 
10 

1 

Mar.  31. 

14 

April  1 

April  21. 
May  31. 

4 

May  1 

3 

Jupe  1..... 

3 

July  1 

i 

July    1 

1 

1 

July  31. 

3 

Auer.  1.... 

3 

Sept.  1 

12 

Sent.   13..... 

15 

Oct.    1 

15 

Nov.   1 

1 

Nov.  20 

7 
5 

Nov.  27. 

9 

Dec.    1 

Dec  28. 

KITTEEY   NAVY-TABD. 
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Report  of  the  number  of  men  monthly  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  <tc. 

— Continued. 

• 

1 

s 

0 

• 

0 

Z 

Date. 

be 

o 

o  S 

Date. 

3-a 

Q-2 

Date. 

A 

1 

1872. 
Jsn,   1.... 

1 
9 
3 

1 

1872. 
Jan.  26 

13 

Feb.   1 

Feb.     1 

13 

Mar.   1 

Mar.  10 

16 

April  1 

April21 

17 

May   I 

9 

May  30. 

8 

Jnne  1...... ....... 

8 

Jnly  1 

5 

July  17 

2 

6 

July  31. 
Aug.  31. 

11 

Autr.  1 

5 

Sept.  1 

5 
5 
5 

Oct.    I 

Not,  1...... ....... 

Dec.  1 

5 

1H73. 
Jan.   1...... ....... 

5 

Feb.   1 

9 

1 

Feb.  28 

]4 

Mar.  1 

Mar.  10 

15 

April  I 

7 

April  30. 

8 

May  1 

1 

May  10 

9 

Jnne  I...... ....... 

9 

July   1 

12 
3 

July  12 

9 

July  18. 

12 

Aajr.  1............. 

Aug.    6 

15 

Sept.  1 

8 
6 
1 
6 

5 
2 

Sept.    1. 
Oct.   31. 

4 

Oct.    1..^ 

Noy.   1 

7 
6 
5 

Oct.     1 

8 

Nov.  25 

Nov.    7. 

13 

Dec.   1 

Dec.    1 

Dec.     4. 

12 

1874. 
Jan.    I...... ....... 

1874. 

1874. 
Jan.   22. 

7 

Feb.    I 

Feb.   18. 

5 

Mar.  1 

5. 

April  1 

4 

April    1 

4 

April  30. 

0 

May    1 

5 

June  I............. 

2 

JuDe  11......  •- 

2 

June  27. 

5 

July   1 

5 

%.  1 

Sept.  1 

8 

Aue.   8 

7 

1 

.....a    a. 

Aug.  31. 
Sept.  30. 

6 

****B»     '-'•••••      .««•«-.. 

5 

Oct.    1 

5 

Dec.   1 

10 

Nov.    7.. 

8 
2 

Nov.  12. 
Dec.  22. 

5 

1875. 
Jan.    I............. 

5 

Feb.   1 

• 

5 

Mar.    I 

% 

0 

April  1 

5 

May   1 

5 

June  1...... ....... 

1 
1 
2 

June  30 

6 

July  1 

July  31 

m 
i 

9 

7 
7 
7 

Aug.  1 

Aue.  31 

Sept.  1 

2 

JSe)  t.  30. 

Oct.    1 

iNov.  I 

8 

Nov.  12 

8 
1 

V  •  V.  20. 

Bee.  1 

Dec.     7. 

1876. 
6    Jan.  1 

» 

S\Veb.  1 

ehlfti.  1 

\ 

Vwy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  D.  AMES. 
Commander  U.  S,  N  and  Inspector  Ordnance, 
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No.  334.]  U.  S.  Navv-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

Gom'dU's  Office,  Dec.  8fA,  lt<74. 

Sir:  In  the  bureau^s  letter  of  the  4th  iust.,  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Griffiths  is  togoi 
with  the  work  on  the  Enterprise  *'as  soon  as  everything  is  ready.**  In  this  com 
and  on  referring  to  a  copy  of  yours  of  the  12th  Nov.,  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  I  find  that  acopr 
statement  from  the  [this]  yard,  giving  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  by  Mr.  Griffitbsi 
complete  the  vessel  for  sea,  was  furnished  him,  and  by  which  he  wah  to  be  guided,  snbji 
&.C.  In  this  copy  I  find  no  mention  made  of  spar«maker,  boat-builder,  cabinet-maker, < 
cooper's  work,  all  of  which  will  be  required  to  complete  her.  In  the  copy  of  the  gtatei 
from  the  [this]  yard  is  included  the  work  herein  mentioned,  and  I  would  ask  if  this  varkj 
to  1i>e  done  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  or  whether  he  is  to  confine  himself  to  the  work  mentioned  inT 
bureau's  letter  of  November  12  ultimo. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  A.  BRYSON, 

ComH' 
Chief  Constructor  Isaiah  Hanscom,  U.  8.  N., 

Narg  Department^  9Vaakingtan, 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  r. 


Navy  Department,  Be.  op  Steam  Eng'g.    j 

Waakingtcm,  May  lltk,  \^1V 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Hon.  Sec't'y  of  the  Navv  the  bureau  has  satisfactorily  disf 
of  the  material  in  the  yard  under  your  command,  which  was  examined  and  so  recommei 
by  the  board  of  which  Cliief  Engineer  Stewart  was  the  senior  member,  to  the  ProTidc 
Steam-Engine  Co.,  as  follows:  j 

One  pair  60x36  engines,  intended  for  the  Illinois,  with  all  the  parts  and  fixtures  then 
unto  belonging  that  may  now  be  in  the  yard.  Two  boilers,  intended  f«»r  the  Masftachiuettl 
46^X50,  reserving  the  four  best  for  this  vessel.  Two  boilers,  removed  from  the  Nantasbi 
Shafting,  &^c.,  removed  from  the  Peoria.  About  20  tons  old  scrap  from  the  Ply  months 
boiler. 

Please  direct  that  the  above,  together  with  such  old  parts  of  machinery,  wrought  irta 
and  composition  as  may  be  on  hand,  and  for  which  there  is  no  present  or  prospective  ual 
for  purposes  of  this  bureau,  b«  placed  under  the  derrick,  on  the  wharf,  and  the  usual  fkia 
ties  of  the  yard  afforded  to  the  purchaser  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  same. 

A  careful  account  will  be  taken  of  each  kind  of  material  delivered,  under  the  followii^ 
heads,  viz.,  cast  iron,  wrought  iron,  copper,  and  composition,  and  the  weight  of  each  sei 
to  the  bureau. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  BuTtMM, 

Commodore  A.  Brtson,  U.  S.  N., 

Com'd't  Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


Constructor's  Department, 
Navy-Yard,  KUtcry,  Me.,  5epfe/fifrer  29, 1874. 

Commodore  Andrew  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

CommandaiU : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  bureau's  order  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  made  a  strict  and  can 
ful  examination  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  steamer  Enterprise,  and  respectfiillj 
report: 

The  vessel  was  launched  on  the  23d  of  June  last,  and  has  been  lying  alongside  of  th 
wharf  since  then  as  well  protected  from  the  weather  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstaocefl 
She  will  require  to  complete  her  for  sea  the  following-named  work  : 

Vessel  to  be  docked ;  bottom  seams  hardened  in  and  filled  up,  graved  and  coppered,  t«n 
threads  of  oakum  to  be  put  in  above  the  copper  line,  one  thread  in  the  batteries,  two  thw 
in  the  main  deck,  and  one  in  each  of  the  others.  The  vessel  will  require  her  seams  to  be  po* 
tied,  and  two  good  coats  of  paint  outside  and  inboard,  and  the  cabin,  wardroom,  and  steera(^ 
to  be  glossed.  The  spars  and  boats  to  have  three  coats  of  paint.  Poop-deck  to  be  puttied  ai 
painted.  Spars  to  be  made  as  per  plan,  and  fitted  complete.  Spare  spars  and  boat-spars  to ; 
made  and  fitted  complete.    Four  torpedo-spars  to  be  made  and  htted  together  with  the  lorp^ 
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fittings  for  the  launch.    All  the  hlocks  in  connection  with  the  rig-^iii^  and  outfits  require  to  he 
made.  One  composition  counter- knee, 'magazine-rods  and  casing  of  same,*  awning* bands  on 
iDAsts,  fore  and  main- Bta  J  bolts,*  fore  and  main  storra  stay-bolts,  "fore-top  galTtand  royal  stay- 
bolti,*  fl/ing-martingale  stay-bolts,*  jib  and  flying-jib  guy-bolts,*  martingale  block-rope 
bolts,* rio^i^bolts for  lashing  anchors,*  eyebolts  for  and  lading-blocks  under  pin-rail,  rods  be- 
tween fite-rail  stanchions  for  lexers  and  leading-blocks,  stay-sail  sheet's  bolts,*  topsail  hal- 
liard's bolts.*  eyeholts  in  hatch  bars,*  shot  and  shell  racks  where  required,  shot  and  shell 
cranes  and  iittings  for  same,  fore  and  main-tack  bolts,  eyebolts  over  magazine  and  shell-room 
batches,*  eyebults  for  spaoker-sheet, *  bag-rack  rods  and  shot-rncks  fitted  on  berth-deck,  bor- 
ing for  holding  down  bolts  to  engine,  fastening  of  engine  keelsons  and  shaft-bearings,  eyebolta 
in  deck  and  coamings  around  masts;  scupper,  side,  and  hawse-pipe  plugs;  bridge-ladders, 
&c.,  in  eoniiection  with  stowing  spare  anchors,  gratings  to  be  fitted  in  bread  and  sail  rooms, 
also  in  magnzioe  and  shell-rooms,  foot-plates  on  bow-chocks,  brass  to  be  put  on  in  wake  of 
ladders  totbe  poop  and  top-gairt  forecastle  decks,*  roller  on  bowsprit- hi tts,  head-chutes,  eye- 
bolts  for  cat  and  fish-fall  leaders,  composition  rudder-chains  and  eyebolts  for  same,  eyebolts 
in  channels  for  lashings,  one  complete  set  of  pump-gear,*  iron  stanchions  and  rail  in  the  head,* 
topsail  sheet-bitts  to  mortise  and  sheave,  quadrant  and  steering-gear  fitted  complete,  dead- 
ejes,  heart's  and  bnh's  eyes  to  make  and  strap  grab-rods  on  the  vessel,  in  wake  of  gang- 
way, and  rod  on  sea-steps ;  putting  down  pivot-gun  tracks,  pivot  centers,  and  breast-pieces 
on  port-sills  for  broadside  guns  ;  all  pnmp-hrakes,  capstan-bars,  <&c.,  to  be  properly  stpwed 
when  not  in  use;    bath-tubs  to  be  fitted  under  forecastle  as  per  plan,*  iron  stand  and 
orerbead  tank   for   the   scuttle-butts   and    connections   with   filterer,  two  mooring-cbocks 
forward,  of  wood,  to    be    fitted    in    bridle-ports,*   port-shutters   cut   for  guns  and  fitted 
with  frarnaught  and   port-bucklers  where  required,*  4  iron  mooring-cleats  on  main  deck, 
shifting-boards   in   hammock-nettings,  securing  of   hammock-cloths,    putting    in  passing- 
flcQttles  in  decks  for  powder,  and   pipes   tor  foul-air  pumps,   lockers   for  marines*   hats, 
water-closets  fitted  in  sick-bay,  flush*  wash-bowl  stand,    and  medicine  lockers,    air  port 
wrenches  and  stowing  of  same,  two  anchor-shoes,  fishes  tor  maHts  or  yards,  (iron,)  hatch- 
battens,  hatch-coamings  to  be  fitted  to  batten  down.     All  pantries  to  be  fitted,  wine-glass 
neks:  cnp-hooks,    &c.     The  following  boats  to  be  built  and    fitted  complete:  Launch, 
Itngth '28',  breadth  7' lOf",  depth   3' 2  ' ;  first  cutter,  length,  26',  breadth  «'   8^,   depth   2' 
•T;  second  and  third  cutters,  length  24',  breadth  6  2^'',  depth  2'  :H"  ;  whale-boat,  length 
«',  breadth  .V  8",  depth  2"  2^  ;  dinghy,  length  18',  breadth  4'9i'.    depth  1' 9^".    Shot 
tnd  shell  racks  to  be  made  and  fitted ;  carpenters*  work  in  connection  with  putting  coal-bunk- 
w;*  Lewis  bolts  and  boxes  to  be  made  and  put  in  place ;  *  all  the  necessary  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  fitting  and  securing  of  the  shoe,  stem- post,  rudder  and  jacket  ;*  docking  and 
coppering  of  ship  ;  gallows  frame  for  spare  spars  to  be  made  and  fitted  complete,  (no  spare 
iparsmade — bureau  order  ;)   torpedo  fittings  complete,  per  regulations  ;  boxing  of  pumps  iu 
M;  one  lift  and  force  pu'np,  with  all  the  necessary  pipe  connections  to  tanks,  galley,  and 
flcottle-butts,  two  head-pumps  with  connections  to  sea-cocks  and  discharge  in  head  and  un- 
der topgallant   forecastle  deck :  forecastle  and  quarter-deck  scuppers  ;*  scuppers   in   ham- 
nock-nettlDgs;*  fitting  tanks  and  connections  n  water-closets  ;*  3  channel-pumps  and    fit- 
tings; 1  wash-deck  pump  and  fittings  ;  ventilator  through  cabin  to  be   made  and  put  in  ;* 
4  piunp-tops  to  be  made  ;  side  ladders  aad  seutry-walks  tu  be  made  and  fitted  complete  ;  box- 
ing of  lead  pipes  ;  cleats  to  confine  mess-chests  in  place  ;  steering-wheel  to  make  and  wheel 
Tvpt»  to  case,  with  all  the  necessary  fitting^;  musket  rack  and  belt-pins  to  be  put  up;  hal- 
liard-racks, hose  and  hawser  reels  to  be  made  and  put  up  in  place  ;  carpenters'   work-bench 
and  tool-chests  ;  bureau,  wash-stand  and  toilet-rack  for  each  state-room ;  spring-bottom   in 
each  berth :    sideboard  and    extension- table    in    wardroom;    sideboard,    exteuiion- table, 
^ting.  table,     book-ca«e,    sofa,    settee    and    silver -ware     chest    in     cabin;      exten- 
•ion-table  for  warrant  officers,    extension-table    for  engineers ;    hangiTig-table  for  ship's 
eook;  desk  tor   paymaster,    ships'   writer,    marine  officer,      and    captain's  clerk  ;     mess 
top,  channels,   boat,  arm    and  turpentine  chests  to   be  made,  (latter  fitted  with  copper 
ttnk,)  water-closet  and  bath-room  to  finish  in  the  cabin^  put  in  seat,  tub,  bowl,   and  all  the 
i^ccessary  fittings;*  bulkheads  of  magazine  and  shell-room  to  be  covered  in  the  hold  witli 
galranized  iron ;  *  4  oil-tanks  with  connections;  shell-room  flood-pipes;  two  bath-tubs  to 
be  made  and  fitted  as  per  plan  under  topgallant   forecastle  ;  transom  seat  and  book-ease  to 
be  made  and  put  up  in  after-cabin  ;  quarter- gallery   ports  to  finish  ;    moldings  to  be  put  np 
OTCT  all  cabin-windows  ;  coniice  around  mizzen-mast  in  cabin  ;  boarding-pike  racks  around 
ntaiDmast;  door-sills  in  cabin,  wardroom,  and  steerage,  to  be  covered  with   brass  ;*  cabin- 
deck  to  be  sheathed  per  regulation  ;    new  gratings  and  ladders  to  be  made  for  the  hatches, 
ts  those  now  in  her  will  not  answer  ;  lash  and  gratings  in  hood  over  the  c^ibin  sky-light  to 
repair;  gratings  for  bridle-ports;    making  one  composition  hatch  and  securing  it;    com- 
position pin-bands  and  pins  on  the  mizzen-mast  and  composition  hawse-rail  with  all  the 
aec«sary  \eaders  attached  around  it;  port- shutters  made  and  hung,  (composition  hinges,) 
\[     iTk*^  *^d  bolUor  books  complete  ;*  breeching  side  and  train  tackle-bolts  to  be  put  in;* 
Hatch-barj,  copper  and  iron  ;*  hawse-pipe  covers  and  pings  ;  hammock-hook  to  be  made  and 
c^^*^'  i^x'***  canopy. rail    to  wardroom  and  steerage    liatcbes,    iron    over    the   others; 
coav-scTiWes.  put  in  as  per  plan  ;*  five  sets  of  boat's  davits  to  be  made  and  fitted  complete— 

*  Work  that  should  have   been  dune  on  the  tint  contract. 
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two  fitted  with  cradles  to  stow  boats  in  the  waist;*  crotch  stanchions,  for  swiDfjfinf?  and  fish 
booms ;  iron  awinn^-stanchions  aft,  made  to  answer  as  a  crotch  tor  spanker-boom ;  iron 
cleats  where  required  ;*  ship's  bell  and  fittings;  breeching  bolts  pins  to  be  made;  running 
light  shades  and  iron  stanchions,  complete ;  rabbeting  for,  and  making  and  hanging,  all 
the  port-shutters  ;*  main-brace  and  fore-tack  bumkins,  and  all  the  fittings  connected  there- 
with ;*"  stanchions  and  rail  on  poop  and  topgallant  forecastle,  rail  and  stanchions  on  front 
of  poop  to  be  of  composition  ;*  pin-rails  for  jib  and  fiying-jib  sheets,  and  fair-leaders  for 
same ;  awning  stanchions  fitted,  complete ;  cat-heads,  (composition,)  completely  fitted  ;*  bill- 
board, completely  fitted;*   4  life-buoys;  1^  sets  of  capstan-bars,  and  stowing  of  same; 
chain-nippers,  fitted  complete ;  making  and  stowing  of   tanks  in  hold ;  making  riggine- 
racks  in  hold  and  putting  up  hanging-rods  for  stowing  lumber,  &c. ;  changing  fore-sheet 
chocks,  agreeable  to  plan ;  making  and  putting  on  all  the  necessary  cleats,  cavils,  and 
mooring  chocks;*  weaging  of  masts  ;  2  one-bundred-gallon  casks ;  4  sixty-gallon  casks  ;  6 
forty-gallon  casks  ;   10  t^venty-galion  casks;   II  ten-gallon  casks  ;  15  two  gallon  m*  lasses- 
breakers  ;  6  two-gallon  boat-breakers  ;  15  two-gallon  vinegar-breakers ;  15  seventeen-gallon 
mess-breakers  ;  S  six-gallon  boat-breakers  ;  40  deck-buckets  ;  30  spittoons;   1  scuttle-butt; 
I  double  harness-cask  ;  1   starting-tub ;  1  steep-tub  ;  3  funnels,   copper  nozzles ;  pins  in 
mooring-cavils  where  required  ;  bolts  for  yard  and  stay-tackle  falls  ;*  oolts  for  leaders  for  the 
fore  and  main  topmast  and  fore  and  main  topgallant-studding-sail  halliards  ;*  bolts  for  lead- 
ers for  mast-ropes  ;*  eye-bolts  for  leaders  for  the  main-topmast  and  main  topgallant  stay-sail 
sheets  ;*  bolts  in  cheek-knees  hooking  the  cat-backs  ;*  bolts  for  mdder-pendant-stops  ;*  bolts 
for  receiving  whisker-jumpers  ;*  bolts  for  bowsprit  shrouds  and  links  for  bob-stays  ;  bolts  for 
fore-yard  tackle  ;*  bolts  for  leaders  for  boats*  falls  ;  coats  to  mast,  canvas ;  coats  to  bowsprit, 
canvas  ;  armory,  to  be  fitted  ;    chronometers,  fitted  in  a  box  in  navigation-room  ;  book -case, 
in  paymaster's  room;  tanks,  to  be  secured  in  hold;  boat-davits' stretchers ;  tins,  in  mess- 
chests;  trail-boards  to  be  put  on;   shifting- rail  in  pivot  ports;  engineers' store-room  to  be 
fitted  ;  writing-table  and  drawers,  for  yeoman,  in  general  store-room ;  mess-table  for  petty 
officers ;  ash-chutes,  to  be  cut  in  side  of  ship  ;*  bolts  in  topsail-sheet  bitts  for  stoppers  ;* 
spare  blocks  for  ship's  stores;  cot  frames  for  shi]>'s  stores;  spare  oars  for  ship's  stores ; 
spare  boat-hooks  for  ship's  stores  ;  fittings  for  head-lights  ;  scuppers  to  be  cut  in  bulkheads 
of  magazine  pasHages ;  iron  pipes  to  be  cased  in  magazine;  iron  fastenings  in  magazine 
passages  to  be  cased  up  :  rods  m  prison  to  confine  prisoners  ;  roller  in  sail-room  door ;  lower 
rims  to  chain-pipes  and  securing  of  same. 

Articles  now  on  hand  that  have  been  made  for,  and  not  yet  used,  on  the  Enterprise  : 
Ninety-three  breeching-starts ;  40  double  eye-bolts ;  40  train  tackle  eye-bolts ;  stanchions 
for  poop  and  forecastle  dttcks  ;  eye-bolts  and  joints  for  poop-deck  rail;  bO  port- hooks  and 
64  eyes  for  port- hooks ;  4  water-closet  tanks;  part  of  the  atjter-ventilator ;  strongbacks  to 
capstan. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  estimated  cost  of  material  and  labor  in  the  sereral 
branches : 


Shipwright 

Calkers 

Joiners 

Block  and  spar  makers 

Plumbers 

Pattern-makers 

Fasteners 

Iron-platers  and  foundery 

Boat-builders 

Painters 

Coopers 

Laborers 

Ship  smiths 


Materials. 


Labor. 


$8,404  00 

5U0  00 

964  00 

3,560  00 

600  00 

50  00 


2,913  00 

500  00 
700  00 

150  00 


3,688  00 


22, 029  00 


$2,898  00 

2.  4.58  (H) 

2, 596  Oe 

8,634  00 

1,000  00 

829  00 

600  00 

2,235  00 

2,900  00 

],706  00 

500  00 

1,000  00 

16,285  00 


43,641   00 
22,029  00 


65, 670  00 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  Aug't  12M,  1875. 

My  Dear  Commodore:   I  write  unofficially,  as  I  neglected  to  write  officially  from  th^ 
ot!ice,  to  have  you  ship  the  third  or  last  load  of  iron  to  Mr.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphii^ 

'Work  that  nhould  have  been  dooe  on  the  tirst  conirMCt. 
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Flesse  do  so.  I  leave  here  on  Sandaj  nigfht  for  New  York,  where  I  expect  to  join  my  wife 
and  son,  who  will  go  to  Boston  with  me,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  Portsmouth  ;  shall  be  obli|red 
to  call  npon  the  S^retary  before  callin^^  npon  you,  and  which  I  hope  to  do  on  Wednesday 
or  Thursday.     Hope  to  find  you  and  family  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM. 

Commodore  A.  Bktson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandani, 

Bec*d  Aag*t  14tb,  1875.     Order  given  to  N.  constructor  on  the  morning  of  same  day. 

A.  B. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

A.BRYSON,  Com'dr. 


Philadelphia,  July  15,  1875. 

Commodore  Andrew  BdYSON, 

Portsmouth  Navy-  Yard^  KUtenff  Maine : 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  9th  we  made  a  contract  with  Naval  Constr.  R.  W.  Steele  to  carry 
sboat  1,000  tons  of  the  iron  at  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard  to  Chester,  Pa.,  at  82.00  per  ton 
freight,  and  the  iron  to  be  loaded  by  the  shipper  free  of  expense  to  vessel.  Therefore,  we 
take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  your  kioa  favor  Captain  Henry  Tower,  of  the  schooner 
Amos  Edwards,  to  which  vessel  please  deliver  about  450  tons  of  the  iron ;  also  please  give 
the  vessel  all  the  dispatch  posnble,  and  oblige, 

Verv  truly,  yours, 

(Signed)  D.  S.  STETSON  &  CO. 

A  tnie  copy. 

H.  A.  MITCHELL, 

\st  CVk  to  Com'd't, 


Navy  Dep't,  Bu.  Cons.  Repair, 

July  \4th,  1875. 

SiK:  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Massachusetts  will  not  be  completed,  and  you  will  have 
iU  of  the  iron  intended  for  that  vessel,  which  the  naval  constructor  may  think  not  ad- 
visable to  retain,  shipped  to  Mr.  John  Roach,  at  Chester,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  reroUing, 
keepinr  a  strict  account  of  the  amounts  so  shipped. 
Very  respectfully,  dec, 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  A.  Bryson, 

Com'dH  Navy- Yard,  Port$mouth,  N.  H. 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  P. 


Navy  Department, 

Bu.  Cons.  &  Repair, 

July  14/A,  1875. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  (No.  119)  relative  to  the  shipment  of  iron  belonging  to 
the  Massachusetts  (formerly  the  Passaconaway )  has  been  received.  With  the  view  of  facilitat- 
ing this  shipment,  Naval  Constructor  R.  W.  Steele  was  instructed  to  look  out  for  vessels 
going  to  the  yard  under  your  command  with  coal,  and  he  has  reported  to  the  bureau  an 
cngag«£uent  for  this  freight  at  $2  per  ton,  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  Mess.  Stetson  &> 
Co.  lo  vou  of  the  Uih  inst.  which  is  herewith  returned,  and  you  will  please  have  this  iron 
shipped  accordingly,  consigned  to  John  Roach,  Chester,  Pa. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Oommodore  A.  Brysoii,U.  8.  N.. 

Command't  Afarj.  Ford,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F., 

2d  CVk  to  Comd't. 
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No.  119.]  U.  S.  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

CommandanVs  OfficCfJulg  J2,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  iDclosed  letter,  received  this  a.  m.,  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  bureau  for  its 
action.  I  can  find  no  authority  in  this  office  from  the  bureau  in  relation  to  this  iron,  and 
therefore  prefer  g^etting^  instructions  from  the  bureau  before  permitting  the  iron  to  leave  the 
yard. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRYSON, 
Commandant^  Commanding, 
Chief  Constructor  Isaiah  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy  Department,  IVashingtonf  D,  C, 


U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commandant's  Office,  July  i2th,  187.5. 
Messrs.  D.  S.  Stetson  &>  Co., 

14  iVo.,  Del.  Avenue  J  Philad*a^  Penn»: 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.  relative  to 
the  delivery  of  certain  iron  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

In  reply,  until  instructions  from  the  bureau  are  received,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
permit  the  iron  to  be  loaded. 
I  have  sent  your  letter  to  the  bureau  for  its  action. 
Yours,  respectfully, 
(Signed)  A.  BRYSON. 

A  true  copy. 

HENRY  A.  MITCHEL, 

l8t  Crk  to  ComdH, 


Philadelphia,  July  9th,  1875. 
Commodore  Andrew  Bryson, 

Portsmouth  Navy-yard,  Kittery,  Maine : 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  this  day  contracted  with  Naval  Constructor  R.  W.  Steele,  esq.,  of 
our  city,  for  carrying  about  1,01)0  tons  (more  or  less)  out  of  the  1,200  tons  of  iron  at  Ports- 
mouth navy-yard  to  Chester,  Pa.,  at  $2.00  per  ton  freight,  and  to  be  loaded  free  of  expense 
to  vessel. 

Therefore  we  have  to*day,  under  R.  W.  Steele,  esq.,  instructions,  given  Captain  Harry 
Thompson,  of  schr.  Mary  T.  Bryant,  an  order  for  about  600  tons  of  the  iron.  The  Bryant 
will  sail  to-morrow  with  a  cargo  of  coal  shipped  by  the  U.  -S.  Navy  for  Portsmouth  navy- 
yard,  and  upon  discharge  of  cargo  will  load  the  above  iron  for  Chester,  Pa. 

We  have  also  given  Capt.  Henry  Summers,  of  schr.  Amos  Edwards,  an  order  for  about 
450  tons.   She  will  sail  about  the  15th  with  a  cargo  of  coal  for  Portsmouth  navy -yard. 

Hoping  you  will  load  both  vessels  with  dispatch,  we  are,  very  respectfully, 

D.  S.  STETSON  &  CO. 

A  true  copy. 

H.  A.  MITCHELL, 

1st  CVkto  Com'd'L 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commandants  Office,  November  4,  1872. 

Sir  :  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  have  made  a  balsa  or  raft,  of  Commodore  Amman's  plan,  16 
feet  long,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  Kansas,  either  at  New  York,  where  she  will  remain 
for  some  time,  or  at  Norfolk,  where  she  will  touch  before  proceeding  to  her  station. 
Respectfully, 

J.  C.  HOWELL, 
Commodore  and  Commandant 
Naval  Constructor  Thomas  E.  Webb. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commandant's  Office,  September  30,  1873. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  break  up  the  Nantucket  preparatory  to  rebuilding,  and  have  the 
materials  that  will  be  of  use  in  her  reconstruction  carefully  preserved.    The  old  copper  not 
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saitable  for  use  in  the  repairs  will  be  boxed  up  and  sent  to  the  Washington  navj-yard,  to  be 
re^manofactured . 
The  old  wood  not  of  use  will  be  disposed  of  as  directed  in  the  case  of  the  Marion. 
Bespectfullj,  « 

A.  M.  PRNNOCK,  Commandant. 
Karal  Constructor  Thos.  E.  WEini. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Juty  J4,  J875. 

Sir  .  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Massachusetts  will  not  be  completed,  and  you  will  have 
all  of  the  iron  intended  for  that  vessel  which  the  naval  constructor  may  think  not  advisable 
to  retain,  shipped  to  Mr.  John  Roach,  at  Chester,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  re'rolling,  keeping 
a  strict  account  of  the  amount  so  shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chitf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  A.  Bktson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Fortimouth,  N.  H, 


United  States  Navy-Yard^  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commandant's  Office,  August  J4, 1875. 

Sir*.  Iq  compliance  with  an  order  received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction, 
you  will  please  ship  the  third  or  last  load  of  iron  to  Wm.  Cramp  &,  Sons,  Philadalphia. 
Respectfully,  dec, 

A.  BRYSON,  Commandant, 
Natal  Constructor  T.  D.  Wilson,  U.  S.  N.. 

Navg'Yard,  Portsmouth,  N,  H, 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washingtony  December  21, 1874. 

8is :  The  bureau  has  accepted  an  offer  of  the  American  Tube  Works  to  remanufacture 
Dew  tabes,  such  as  the  bureau  may  require,  from  the  old  brass  tubes  in  the  navy-yard  under 
joor  command,  belonging  to  this  bureau 

Please  direct  that  all  such  tubes  be  delivered  on  board  vessel  for  them  as  they  shall  re- 
qoest,tnd  furnish  the  bureau  with  statement  of  the  weights  as  delivered. 
To  be  delivered  without  cleaning. 
KespecttuUy, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chitf  of  bureau. 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,   Portsmouth,  N.  H, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washinffton,  May  11,  1875. 

Sir  :  By  directicn  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  bureau  has  satisfactorily  dis- 
poied  of  Uie  material  in  the  yard  under  your  command  which  was  examined  and  so  rocom- 
Biended  by  the  board,  of  which  Chief  Engineer  Stewart  was  the  senior  member,  to  the  Provi- 
dence Steam-Engine  Company, as  follows:  One  pair  60x36  engines  intended  for  the  Illi- 
vns.with  all  the  parts  and  fixtures  therewith  belonging  that  may  now  be  in  the  yard.    Two 
owlerg  intended  for  the  Massachusetts,  (46^  x  50.)  reserving  the  four  best  for  the  vessel.  Two 
wilers  removed  from  the  Nantasket;  shafting,  &c.,  removed  from  the  Peoria;  about  twenty 
Wi»  old  scrap  from  the  Plymouth  boilers. 
Please  direct  that  the  above,  together  with  such  old  parts  of  machinery,  wrought  iron,  and 
composition,  as  m&y  be  on  band,  and  for  which  there  is  no  present  or  prospective  use  for 
!!fT***  ^  this  bureau,  be  placed  under  the  derrick  on  the  wharf,  and  the  usual  facilities 
w  ihe  ywd  afforded  to  the  purchaser  to  iacilitate  the  removal  of  the  same.   A  careful  ac- 
H.  Mw.  170,  pt.  1 113 
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count  will  be  taken  of  each  kind  of  material  delivered  nnder  the  following  heads,  yix :  ■ 
iron,  wrought  iron,  copper,  and  composition,  and  the  weight  of  each  sent  to  the  bnreML  1 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD. 
*  CkUf  of  Bmn 

Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navff'  Yard,  Portsmouth ^  N,  H. 


Navy  Departmewt, 
Bureau  of  8t.  Engineerikg, 
fVas/nngton,  February  19tk,  18H 

Sir  :  Please  ship  to  the  Boston  navy-yard  any  old  scrap-iron  that  may  be  in  the  enpai 
ing  department  at  the  Portsmouth  yard,  not  probably  needed  for  use  there,  which  cia 
utUized  in  the  rolling-mill  of  the  Boston  yard  for  bar* iron. 

Respectfully,  i 

(S'g'd)  W.  W.  W.  WOOD. 

Ch,  of  Bvta 
Commod.  J.  C.  Howell,  U.  8.  N., 

Comd'g  Navy-  Yard,  l*ort»mouth,  N.  H, 

A  tnie  copy. 

(S'g'a)  W.  E.   FENTRESS,    \ 

Comd't  CM 


United  States  Navv-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.H., 

Commandant's  Office,  October  A,  ]Si% 

Sir  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  boilers  recently  removed  from  the  Plymoatk  | 
up  and  the  iron  shipped  to  the  Boston  yard. 
Respectfully, 

J.  C.  HOWELL. 
Commodore  and  Cammandai^ 
Chief  Eogineer  Thom.  WiLi  l\mson, 

United  States  Navy. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commandant's  Office,  May  17,  1371 
Sir  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  ship  to  the  Boston  yard  the  scrap-iron  from  the  old  boilafi 
the  Speedwell,  and  any  other  wrought  scrap  on  hand  not  required  for  use  in  this  yard,^ 
may  be  suitable  for  being  rolled  into  bar-iron. 
Respectfully, 

J.  C.  HOWELL, 
Commodore  and  Ctmimendati 
Chief  Engineer  Thom.  Williamson, 

United  States  Nary, 


COATESVILLE,   Pa.,  February  6,  \Sr, 
Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

Portsmouth,  A.  //.  .* 

Sir:  Please  deliver  to  John  Roach  &  Son,  or  order,  the  boilers  now  in  your  yard,  wel 
ing:  500,000  pounds,  purchased  by  us  from  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  on  the  ! 
ultimo. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  PENNOCK  &  CO 

Please  deliver  the  iron  specified  above  to  Messrs.  D.  W.  Richards  ^  Co..  or  order. 

JOHN  ROACH  &  SON 

United  States  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commanda$U's  Qfict 
Forwarded  October  8,  1872. 

J.  C.  HOWELL, 

CommandoMi 

Please  deliver  the  wrought  iron  in  the  wi:hiu  boilers  to  IMessrs.  The  Nashua  Iron 
Steel  Co. 

DAN'L  W.  RICHARDS  &  CO., 

New  York 
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SlmUmemt  of  bills  in  the  several  departments  of  the  navy-yard^  Portsmouth,  N,  H.^from  Decern- 

Ur  1,  1875,  to  March  16,  1876,  certified  as  being  correct. 


STEAM-ENGINCERING  DEPARTMKNT. 


o    . 
o3 


Q 


^  a 

•a 


Contractor  or  render. 


Amount. 


Aggregate.      By  whom  certified. 


1875. 
KoT.  19 
Dee.    1 
KoT.  24 
Dee.     a 
Dee.    9 
Dee.  13 
Dee.    1 
Sot.  13 
Dee.  90 
Dec.  SS 
Dee.  97 
Dec 
Kor 


1875w 
Dec  S 
Dee. 
Dec. 
Dec 
Dee. 
Dee. 


.  98{ 
.  17  V 


7 
7 
11 
11 
17 
Dee.  SI 
Dec  23 
Dee.  87 
Dec   28 


John  H.  Ballej  &  Co. 

do 

RaMell  Sl  Odion 

Horace  Bngart 

John  H.  Bailey  ft  Co. 
John  P.  Sweetaer.... 
Chalmen  Hpence  Co.. 
Samuel  Adams  ft  Co. 
Spalding  ft  Parrott... 
Joi.  H.  Foeter 


Dec   S8  •  Jackion  ft  Co.'f  Expreti. 


Kor.  15 

Jta.  10 

Jaa.    7 
Jaa.  - 

1875. 
Dec  98 

1878. 
J«a.  19 
Jul  15 
Jaa.  90 

1875. 
Dee    97 

1S71 
Jaa.     4 

1875. 
Dec    10 


1876. 
Jan.      6 


Easiem  Railroad.  Company. 


$207  00 
209  SO 
89  S5 
60  00 
IS  95 
18  56 

1,973  07 

15  00 

37  50 

4  00 

7  25 


86  00 


Jan.    12     John  H.Bailey. 

Jan.    14      Jort.  H.  Foster 

Jan.   15     Portamonth  Bridge  Company. 


Jan.    17  ,  wmiam  R.  Preaton.. 


Jan.    19  I  John  H.  Bailey. 


Jan.    19 
Jaa.  24 


J.N.Norton. 
John  H.Bailey. 


Jan.  87  ,  C.  E.  Walker  ft  Co 

Jan.   31     Amarlean  Tnbe-Workf . 
Feb.    3     Walton  Brothen.. 


19  SO 

43  50 

535 

24  28 

1118  66 
77  00 
32  00 

4  00 

184  65 

Head  of  department. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


2,657  49 


$5,889  91 


Do. 

Da 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 


CONSTRUCTION  AND  REPAIR  DEPARTMENT. 


W.F.Hvatt 

J.  H.  Bailey  ft  Co 

Eastern  Railroad  Company. 
Jackson  ft  Co.'f  Express... 

Josfph  P.  Morse 

Degraw  Aymer  ft  Co , 

N.F.Mathes  ft  Co 

do 

do 

E.H.  Jewett 

Wm.  R.  Preston 

Jo«.H.Ponter , 

John  W.  OriflBths 

Jackson  ft  Ca's  Express.. 


Walton  Brothen 

...do 

W.  P.Hyatt 

Darid  Babceck  ft  Co 


]3  1  Portsmouth  Bridge  Company. 
5^  I  A.  P.  Wendell  ft  Co. 


u     v^  I  *i«»tem  Railroad  Coropnny. 
MarthT    N.F.Mathes  ft  Co......... 


186  24 

924  00 

1  65 

5  25 
80  03 

100  86 

1  75 

60  94 

11  50 

671  47 

106  26 

24  UO 

1,500  00 

6  50 

104  04 
232  36 
195  06 

619  90 

4  05 

10  11 

39 

40  00 


$4,788  36 


Head  of  department. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Statement  of  bills  in  the  several  departments  of  the  navy-yard^  Portsmouth^  dt*c. — Condui 

YARDS  AND  DOCKS  DEPARTMENT. 


a 


5 

0 


ContrHcior  or  vender. 


1875. 

1875. 

Not.  29 

Dec. 

3 

Dec.     2 

Dec. 

7 

Dec.    21 

Dec. 

22 

Dec    27 

Dec 

29 

Dec.    23 

Dec. 

30 

1876. 

1876. 

Jan.      3 

Jan. 

5 

Jan.      3 

Jan. 

5 

Jan.      6 

Jan. 

14 

Jan.      8 

Jan. 

14 

Jan.     13 

Jan. 

15 

Jan.    17 

Jan. 

25 

Jan.    18 

Jan. 

25 

1875. 

Dec    18 

Jan. 

29 

1876. 

Jan.    31 

Jan. 

31 

Feb.      3 

Feb. 

8 

Feb.    10 

Feb. 

19 

Feb.   19 

Feb. 

19 

Feb.    12 

Feb. 

21 

Feb.    16 

Feb. 

21 

Mar.     6 

Mar. 

9 

Mar.     9 

Mar. 

13 

Mar.    10 

Mar. 

16 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

Rider  &  Cotton 

E.H.  Jewett 

C.  H.  Mendnm  &  Co 

Qeo.U.Uayei 

Weitem  Union  TelegrapbCompany 

Portomouth  post-omce 

8.  Adamf  &  Co 

Rider  Sc  Cotton 

Portimonth  Bridge  Company , 

N.  F.  Mathei  &  Co 

E.M.Brown  &  Co 

Portsmouth  Aqueduct  Company.. 

E.  H.  Jewett 

Wetitem  Union  Telegraph  Company 

JackNon  Sc  Co.'s  Expreiw 

Qeo.  H.  Hayev 

E.LWilHon 

E.  H.  Jewett 

Rider  &  Cotton 

John  H.Bailey 

S.  Adams  Si  Co 


Amount. 

Aggregate. 

By  whom  certii 

! 

10  50 
200  34 
140  00 
261  on 
157  52 

4  14 

50 

36  00 

210  00 

22  08 

96  46 

4  00 

50  00 

140  00 

17  60 

2  45 

157  52 

100  00 

140  00 

210  00 

10  00 

135  00 

Head  of  departs 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Du. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dc 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do 

Do. 

I>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

l»o. 

Da 

$2,095  11 

PROVISIONS  AND  CLOTHING   DEPARTMENT. 


1875. 

1875. 

Nov. 

30 

Dec 

2 

Dec 

4 

Dec 

6 

Dae. 

6 

Dec 

7 

Dec 

13 

Dec. 

13 

Dec 

— 

Dec 

16 

Dec. 

31 

Dec 

31 

1876. 

1876 

1 

Jan. 

4 

Jan. 

6 

Jaa. 

13 

Jan. 

14 

Jan. 

13 

Jan. 

15 

Jan. 

24 

Jan. 

25 

Jan. 

31 

Feb. 

I 

Jan. 

26 

Feb. 

3 

Jon. 

31 

Feb. 

4 

Jan. 

___ 

Feb. 

7 

Feb. 

_^ 

Mar. 

4 

Mar. 

6 

Mar. 

10 

John  Stokell&.  Co 

Eastern  Railroad  Company.. 
Jackson  &  Co.'s  Express  .... 

Joseph  P.  Morse. 

Eastern  Railroad  Company.. 
John  Stokell  &  Co 

James  E.  Chase 

C.  8.  Knowles 

Portsmouth  Bridge  Company 

Rider  d&  Cotton 

John  Stokell  Sc  Co 

Jackson  Sc  Co.'s  Express  .... 
Eastern  Railroad  Company.. 
Jackson  Sl  Co.'s  Express  .... 

John  Stokell  &  Co 

C.  8.  Knowles 


$342  40 

47  60 

10  50 

8  58 

57  17 

497  39 

22  00 

60  00 

2  20 

67  95 

376  80 

1  75 
19  .37 

2  50 
225  22 

64  00 


$1, 805  43 


Head  of  departof 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 

Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 


EQUIPMENT  AND  RECRUITING  DEPARTMENT. 


1875. 
Nov.  19 
Dec  10 
Dec  I 
Dec  17 
Dec  17 
Dec    30 

Oct      7 

1876. 
Jan.    10 
Jan.    15 
Jan.     12 


10 
13 


1875. 
Dec     6 
Doc 
Dec 
Dec  29 
Dec  29 

Dr'C    30 

1876. 
Jan.     8 

Jan.  21 
Jan.  21 
Jan.   28 


N.  F.  Ma'hes&Co 

Joseph  P.  Morse 

John  8.  Rand 

Fletcher  &  Tauton  .. 
JoMiah  L.  Fairbanks  . 
Cyrus  H.Hobbs 

Ludwig  Qoetze 

Portxmnnth  Bridfre  Co 
C.  H  M'udum  ^l&Co.. 
A.J.  French 


$24  00 

7  15 

157  75 

84  i:{ 

118  50 

2  37 

10  10 

1  60 

458  7.5 

6  85 


,  Head  ofdepartme 

Do, 

,  Do, 

I  Da 

•. Do. 

Da 

j  Da 

Do. 

Do. 
<  Do 
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mtnt  of  hUis  in   tAe   several  departmetUt  of  the  navy  yard,  Portsmouth,.  Scc—Conf^nned. 


WW 

cB      \       ^.5        1                  Contractor  or  vender. 

1  \  ii 

Amount 

Aggregate. 

By  whom  certlfled. 

\^       \                           \ 

)««.   18    \  Jan.    28  |  ^ 
>ee.  21    \  Jan.    28  1  ] 
Oct.     4       Jan.    31  1  , 

1«T».       \                      1 

Feb.     8    \  Feb.    15 

Ju.   »    \  Feb.    18     . 

Jsa.    29    \  Feb.   23     . 

F«b.  28       Mar.      7     . 

Max.    7    \  Mar.   15     . 

lobn  E.  Rider...... 

$68  40 

307  69 

4  25 

40  30 
1  73 
1  59 
3  87 

15  15 

Head  of  department. 
Do. 

Rider  &  Cotton.... 

lohn  P.  Sweetaer  ................. 

Do 

Elasiem  Railroad  Co. .............. 

Do. 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

$1,314  18 

1 

NAVIGATION  DEPARTMENT 

• 

1W5.      \    1875. 
Sot.  22      Dee.     8 

JofL  U.  Fonter 

15  95 

6  00 
2  93 

2  61 
30  10 

1  73 

7  50 
6  80 

3  10 
18  00 
30  55 

Head  of  department. 

^w.  27    \  Dec.     8 

N.  F.  Mathe«&Co 

Do. 

!>««.   18      Dec   18 

Eaatem  Railroad  Company 

do - 

Do. 

l>«c.  24      Dec  30 

Do. 

l>«c.  21    1  Dec   31 

J08.H.  Foster... 

Do. 

1876. 
!><«•  30      Jan.     4 

Eastern  Railroad  Company 

H.  U.  Ham..... 

Do. 

^>«.  29      Jan.     6 

Do. 

^>«.  «      Jan.    19 

H.  Boffart 

Do. 

^•»-    1      Jan.    19 

PortsmonUi  Bridge  Company 

Jos.  H.  Foster ..................... 

Do. 

y«*>.    8      Jan.    17 

Do. 

^^'    4    I  Mar.   10 

Rider  Sc  Cotton 

Do. 

$125  27 

1         iJ^ 
1         Dw.    9 

1 

ORDNANCE  DEPA 

RTMENT. 

1875. 

I>«t  14    Eaitern  Railroad  Company 

1878. 

J*n.    14  1  Portimonth  ^riAm  nnmnAnv 

$28  16 
320 

Head  of  Department. 
Do. 

1           1871 
1         Jtt.    1 

1 

' 

$31  36 

1 

-i 

16.049  62 

Commandant's  Office. 
Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
J      .  March  16,  J  876, 

^rtify  the  foregoing  statement  of  bills  to  be  correct,  as  per  bookji  in  this  office. 

JOHN  H.  KNOX,  Clerk, 


[Circular.] 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  Cons.  &  Repair, 
8iR:A»iti.d   •  April  2d,  lS7b. 

^?^^^  it  ii  con?Ii^'^^*  ^  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the  lowest  practicable 
(^)  per  cent.     ^^^^  feasible  to  decrease  the  cost  of  taking  care  of  vessels  at  least  fifty 

•*  "•  cxpeoie  of  uir* 
measure,  when  vf««oJ'^^  ^^®  °^  vessels  having  extra  ship-keepers  was  introdnced  as  a  war- 
^^^  itcceisarT  hnt?k   ^®'®  ^**^^®  ^  ^  burnt  by  secret  emissaries  or  spies,  and  was  abso- 
**^^ considenS     ^  '^©cwmty  no  longer  exists.    Where  vessels  are  so  safely  moored, 
*^^'y  cloee^  aeSn^'v^'^y  **^  ^^^  ***®  ®^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  sudden  squalls,  they  can  be  se- 
"B«»»n*t  thieves  or  robbers ;  aqd,  being  put  under  the  eye  of  a  yard-watchman^ 
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it  seeniR  that  no  ship-keeper  is  reqaired,  or  that  one  ship-keeper  can  watch  two  or  more  ves- 
sels.   The  iron-clads  can  be  closed  and  locked  up,  and  be  under  the  care  of  the  yard-watch- 
man,  without  any  ship-keeper.     In  view  of  these  considerations  regarding^  the  necessary 
economy  to  be  observed,  will  you  please  inform  the  bureau  what  is  the  lowest  number  of 
ship-keepers  absolutelv  necessary  at  the  yard  under  your  command  ? 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Comm.  A.  Bryson.  U.  S.  N., 

Comd't  Navy-Yardf  Portsmouth, 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


No.  58.]  U.  S.  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

Commandant's  Office^  April  5tA,  1875. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  bureau's  circular  letter  of  the  2ond  inst.,  in  reference  to  the 
reduction  of  ship-keepers  at  this  station,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  three  (3) 
ship-keepers  and  one  ( 1 )  captain  of  ship-keepers  be  discharged,  leaving  six  ship-keep- 
ers still  on  the  rolls,  and  this  number,  I  think,  cannot  properly  be  reduced  until  the  Enter- 
prise shall  come  out  of  dock.  I  will  endeavor  then  to  have  her  so  moored  as  will  enable  roe 
to  make  a  further  reduction  of  three  (3)  ship-keepers,  should  the  bureau  so  direct. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  serv't, 

(Signed)  A.  BRYSON,  Commandant, 

Chief  Constructor  Isatah  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy  Department,   Washington ,  D,  C, 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  Const*k  &  Repair, 

April  7th,  1875. 

Sir  :  With  the  view  of  reducing,  as  far  as  the  public  interests  will  permit,  the  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  ship-keepers,  whenever  the  services  of  a  captain  or  quarterman  of 
ship'keepers,  or  both,  are  considered  by  you  and  the  naval  constructor  as  really  unneces- 
sary, they  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  a  leading-man  substituted  therefor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  servt., 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy' Yard,   Portsmouth,  N,  H, 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


No.  60.]  Navy- Yard.  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Commandant's  Office, 

ApHl  9<A,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  bureau  circular  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  I  informed  it,  the  bu- 
reau, in  my  letter  No.  58,  April  5th,  that  in  my  judgment  three  (3)  ship-keepers  and  one 
<1)  captain  of  ship-keepers  could  be  dispensed  with.  In  a  circular  letter  from  the  bureau 
of  the  7th  inst.,  received  this  a.  m.,  I  am  instructed  as  to  the  captain  of  ship-keepers  ; 
not  so  as  to  the  three  (3)  ship-keepers  referred  to  in  ray  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  Will  the 
bureau  direct  me  as  to  whether  I  am  or  not  to  make  the  discharge  of  the  three  shlp-keep- 
•ert  as  recommended  in  said  letter  f 

Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  servt., 

(Signed)  A.  BRYSON,  Comm'dt. 

Chief  Constructor  Isaiah  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy  Dtpartmenty  ll'affhington,  D,  C. 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  April XOth,  1875. 

tommodore  A.  Bryson»  U.  8.  N., 

Comm'dt  N.  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N,  H, : 

VHieii  ship-keepera  are  employed  or  discharji^d,  the  naval  constmctor  will  make  the  se- 
lecUoQ. 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  the  Bureau, 
k  tme  copy.  ' 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

AprU  J2/A,  J  875. 

Sir*.  Referrinfi^  to  jonr  letter  of  the  9th  iDflt.,  (No.  60,)  the  intention  of  the  bureau  was 
that  yoor  views  relative  to  the  discharge  of  the  (3)  three  ship-keepers  should  be  carried 
into  effect 
Tbe  late  captain  of  ship -keepers  will  be  re-employed  and  retained  as  such. 
Yon  were  telegraphed  on  the  10th  inst.  that  in  the  employment  and  discharge  of  ship- 
keepen  tbe  naval  constructor  would  make  the  selection. 
Respectfully,  your  obt.  servt, 
(Signed)  I.  HANSOOM. 

Chi'f  of  Bureau, 
Commo.  A.  Brvson,  U.  S.  N., 

Comdt,  Navjf'  Yard,  PorUmouUt,  N,  H, 

A  trae  wpy. 

W.  E.  H.  F. 


Navy  Department,  Bu.  Cons.  &  Repair, 

Oct,  )6M,  1874. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Department,  the  following  persons  will  be  employed  in  the  yard 
under  joar  command  :  Dan'l  L.  Randall,  as  captain  of  ship-keepers,  at  $3.50  per  day  ;  For- 
est Traftoo,  as  ship-joiner  ;  Wm.  Dennett,  as  laborer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S,  N., 

ComdH  Nav§'  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

Tbe  above  order  will  be  complied  with  by  the  naval  constructor. 

(Signed)  A.  BRYSON,  ComdH, 

A  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F., 

2d  Clerk  to  Comd't, 


[Circalar.1 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  Cons.  &  Repair, 

Oct.  30th,  l&7i, 
8iR:  Captains  of  ship-keepers  will  have  control  of  the  ship-keepers,  receiving  his  orders 
from  tbe  naval  constructor,  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
to  be  employed,  with  his  assistants,  in  pumping  and  cleaning  vessels,  taking  care  of  all 
H|bt8  Qsed  on  board  of  vessels  repairing,  assisting  in  mooring  vessels,  and  such  other  work  as 
^5.^  roq^ired,  subject  to  the  police  regulations  of  the  yard. 
Tbe  Miip-keepers  will  be  selected  by  the  naval  constructor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
^^^gned)  I.  HANSCOM, 

n  .  Chitf  of  Bureau 

Comiio.  K. Bryson.  U.  8.  N., 
i  \  Cmmaniant  Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

^  certify  tbis  to  be  a  true  copy. 

W.  E.  H.  F., 

*Zd  Cik,  to  Comd't, 
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INVESTIGATION   BY  TI|E  COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 


TESTIMONY 


TAKEN   BY 


TEE  COMMITTEE  ON  MVAL  AFFAIRS. 


April  27,  1876. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


BOSTON  NAVY- YARD. 

Boston,  March  20,  1876. 
Edward  T.  Nichols  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(^estlon.  What  is  your  rank  ? — Answer.  Commodore  in  the  United  States  Navy. 
Q.  How  long^  have  you  been  on  duty  at  the  Charlestown  navy-jrard  f — A.  Since  the  19th 
of  October,  »«73. 

^t-  Where  were  you  on  duty  before  thatf — A.  Immediately  previous  to  that  I  was  a  mem- 
W  of  the  eiLamining  and  retiring  board  in  Washington.  My  service  previous  to  that  was 
••  thief  of  Btaflf  of  the  squadron  in  China 

Q.  How  many  officers  have  you  in  the  service  of  the  Charlestown  Navy -yard,  and  on 

"**»i  the  receiviug-ship.  and  who  are  they  f — A.  In  the  yard  there  are  on  duty  twenty-one 

coniB^ioued  officers,  of  whom  ten  reside  in  the  yard  ;  at  naval  rendezvous,  three  ;  ma- 

^^hanacks,  four ;  hospital,  three ;  receiving-ship,  eleven  ;  and  one  pay-director  as  pur- 

^*uig  agent  at  Boston.    Of  those  residing  in  the  yard,  there  are  the  commandant,  cap- 

'^^'oinander  in  charge  of  ordnance  ana  navigation,  commander  as  aid  to  commandant, 

^^eon,  pay -director  in  charge  of  provisions  and  clothing,  paymaster  of  the  yard,  chief 

jjjil^*' in  cltarge  of  department,  naval  constructor,  and  civil  engineer.     Marine  barracks, 

gl,j  '^'^^'wi'i-colonel  in  command,  one  captain,  and  two  lieutenants.     On  board  receiving- 

nifj'®^*  captain,  one  lieutenant-commander,  three  lieutenants,  one  surgeon,  one  assistant 

inaHn"'^"^  paymaster,  one  chaplain,  one  passed  assistant  engineer,  and  one  lieutenant  of 

rtct^j.**'   -At  the  rendezvous,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant-commander,  and  one  medical  di- 

depo{  \A^  hospital,  one  medical  director,  one  surgeon,  one  assistant  surgeon.     At  niter 

fire  /i'L,  ^®"'  ^°®  lieutenant-commander.     Attached  to  the  yard,  other  than  the  above,  are 

pt^^  ^P'^Q^'eoiDmanders,  one  lieutenant,  one  assistant  surgeon,  one  chief  engineer,  two 

Q.  jj***«^*nt  engineers,  and  one  chaplain. 
^^P.  OfieT  ™5"^  unlisted  men  f — A.  Eighty-four  in  barracks,  (marines ; )  on  board  receiving- 
Q.  fj  "oodred  and  seventy,  crew  and  recruits  and  marines. 
9.  ftj*  aiAuy  clerks  have  vou  on  duty  heref — [List  furnished  to  committee.] 
V  ^-  /a7  "^^^y  writers  ?— [List  furnished  to  committee.  ] 

"'^^oito  ?*^  **^^^^*°'  ^°  *"y  ^^  ^^®  officers  on  duty  here  be  dispensed  with,  without  det- 

^'Ui.    ^L    ®  PQt)lic  service  ? — A.  My  present  impression  is  that  some  can  be  dispensed 

***'?**Q»of*  ^*^  ©njrineer,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  dispensed  with  entirely.     With  the  small 

^^'^'Oarjjj  **^^''^  now  ou  hand,  some  of  the  junior  officers  mieht  be  dispensed  with,  but  in 

]•  ^-  Cjij  ^^^    ^t  least  one  assistant  in  each  department  would  be  necessary. 

**^ce  t^^?A**^  ^^®  ^^^^  of  enlisted  men  be  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the  pub- 
i  Q-  Can  y        ^-  ^^'  **" '  ^  ^*°  answer  that  positively. 

*IL^*'J**J»8ed'*   .**P^we  with  any  clerks? — A.  My  impression  is,  that  one  or  two  clerks  may 

rJ^*^ ««     1^*'^  '  ^^*'  ^^»  those  that  are  called  clerks— salaried  clerks.     I  think  all  who 

Tv*  ^•'i  to       ^*  ^^  regularly  performing  the  duty  of  clerks. 

^  ^J«^  Q  ^  **^  those  whom  you  call  writers  be  dispensed  with  t — A.  I  think  they  cam. 

'^mber  of  writers,  in  the  construction  department,  particularly,  can  be  reduced. 
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Q.  In  what  condition  are  your  public  buildines  on  the  yard  ;  in  what  state  of  repair — 
ffood,  or  otherwise  f — A.  They  may  be  called  in  mir  condition.  Of  pourse,  there  is  more  or 
less  to  be  done  to  them  at  all  times  in  this  climate.  In  the  winter,  the  slate  roofs  deterio- 
rate  more  or  less,  and  we  always  have  a  little  patching  to  do.  Men  are  almost  constantly 
morking  on  them.  There  are  no  very  extensive  repairs  required  at  present,  except  to  floor- 
ings,  &c.,  for  which  estimates  have  been  made. 

Q  What  vessels  are  being  built  here  ? — A.  There  are  two  yessels  being  completed,  one 
of  which  was  built  by  contract  at  East  Boston,  and  the  other  built  at  Portsmouth  by  day's 
work.     These  vessels  are  being  completed  by  contract. 

Q.  What  are  those  vessels  7 — A.  One  is  named  the  Adams,  and  the  other  the  Essex,  be- 
longing to  the  class  commonly  known  as  the  eight  sloops  of  war. 

Q.  Where  was  the  Adams  commenced  to  be  built  ? — A.  At  East  Boston. 

Q.  Under  contract  f — A.  Under  contract  with  Donald  McKay. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  contract? — A.  I  have.  [Copy  furnished.  See  appendix  to 
testimony  taken  at  Boston.] 

Q.  The  Essex  is  here  now,  is  she  ? — ^A.  She  is. 

Q.  Under  contract  for  completion? — A.  Under  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  for  completion. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  contract  that  he  made  with  the  Government  to  complete  the 
Essex? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  is  one  contract  for  completing  both.  The  first  contract  that  you 
called  for  is  a  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  for  building  the  Adams. 

Q.  Complete  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  building  her  complete — the  hull. 

Q.  Fitted  for  sea  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  his  contract  was  to  complete  the  hull  of  the  Adams;  then 
there  was  a  subsequent  contract  made  with  Mr.  McKay  to  complete  the  Adams  and  the 
Essex,  both  combined  in  one  contract.     I  do  not  call  it  a  contract ;  T  call  it  an  agreement 

Q.  Are  they  not  separated  in  the  stipulations  of  what  he  is  to  do  for  each,  and  what  he  is 
to  receive  for  the  work. on  each ? — A.  Yes, sir;  what  he  is  to  receive  for  the  work  on  each, 
and  the  work  to  be  done  on  each. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  contract  relating  to  those  two  vessels  ? — A.  That  is  the  only  one  I 
know  of.  The  first  contract  was  for  the  building  of  the  Adams,  and  this  last  was  a  contract 
for  the  completion  of  the  Adams  and  the  Essex  ;  the  Adams  for  so  much  and  the  Essex  for 
Bti  much.  There  are  some  differences  between  the  work  on  the  two  vessels.  There  are  some 
things  which  he  was  obliged  to  furnish  for  the  Adams  which  he  was  excused  from  fur- 
nishing for  the  Essex  by  his  contract. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  were  here  in  command  when  the  Essex  was  brought  around  here  from  the  Ports- 
mouth navy -yard,  were  you  not  1 — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  was  a  quantity  of  material  in  that  vessel? — A.  There 
was  a  quantity  of  material  brought  here,  partly  finished. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  For  the  purpose  of  conipleting  her  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  (By  the  Chairman.)  Was  there  an  inventory  of  the  material  taken  by  any  officer  in 
your  yard  ?— A.  I  presume  there  was.  The  material  that  came  around  in  her  was  invoiced 
to  the  constructor  of  the  yard,  and  he  receipted  for  it,  and  the  receipt  was  returned  to  Ports- 
mouth.    The  constructor  has  that  in  his  department. 

[Copy  of  invoice  furnished.     See  appendix  to  testimony  taken  at  Boston.] 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  v^lue  put  upon  that  invoice  7 — ^A.  I  presume  there  was,  but  I  can*tsay 
positively  whether  there  was  or  not. 

Q.  Was  there  a  board  of  survey,  or  was  there  any  estimate  made  by  your  constructor,  or 
any  other  officers  here,  what  the  cost  would  be  to  the  Government  of  completing  the  Essex  ? 
— A.  There  was  a  board  of  constructors  ordered  for  this  purpose  by  the  bureau,  and  its  report 
was  transmitted  to  the  bureau. 

Q.  Was  there  any  advertisement  for  bids  for  the  completion  of  the  Essex  when  she  was 
brought  here  ? — A.  Not  that  I  ever  heard  of,  for  the  Essex  or  the  Adams. 

Q.  Was  there  any  advertisement  for  bids  for  the  first  contract  on  the  Adams  ?— A.  None 
that  I  am  aware  of.  The  earliest  information  that  I  remember  in  regard  to  the  Adams  was 
the  receipt  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  of  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  McKay. 
On  reference  to  the  files  of  my  office,  I  find  that  printed  proposals  were  issued  on  June  21, 
1873.     This  was  before  I  came  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  the  making  of  a  contract  between  Mr.  McKay  and  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  ot  Con- 
struction, could  not  the  exact  cost  of  the  Essex  be  ascertained  ?  Is  it  so  separated  from  the 
Adams  the  entire  cost  of  that  vessel  can  be  ascertained  ? — A.  I  presume  it  can,  because  the 
prices  in  the  agreement  or  contract,  whichever  it  may  be,  calling  for  the  completion  of  the 
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Adams  and  Essex,  were  separate ;  so  manj  thousand  dollars  for  completing  the  Adams,  so 
many  thousand  dollars  for  completing  the  Essex. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  there  has  been  any  subsequent  contract  made  by  those  parties 
by  which  they  are  to  do  some  additional  work  after  completion  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  thofie  contracts,  as  far  as  you  remember,  embrace  the  making  or  building  of  the 
spars  ?— A.  The  second  contract  does. 

Q.  Are  they  working  on  those  vessels  now  t — A.  Mr.  McKay  has  a  very  small  force  work- 
ing on  them ;  how  many  men  I  can't  say. 

Q.  What  is  the  prospect  for  finishing  those  vessels  ?  At  what  time  do  you  think  they  will 
be  finished,  probably  ? — A.  That  would  depend  somewhat  upon  the  necessity  for  them.  If 
they  were  wanted  immediately,  I  should  think  they  could  be  finished  in  four  weeks,  com- 
plete. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  workmanship  on  those  vessels,  as  far  as  you  have  ob- 
leryed?— A.  Very  substantial,  but  I  think  not  as  well  finished  as  our  naval  work. 

Q.  How  will  the  hull  of  the  Adams  compare  with  the  hull  of  the  Essex,  built  in  the  Ports- 
month  nsvy-yard  ? — A.  Very  favorably  so  far  as  a  general  inspection  enables  me  to  judge ; 
hot  I  haTe  not  examined  them  critically  and  closely  as  to  the  manner  of  fastening,  and  so 
on;  bot  as  the  Adams  was  built  under  the  superintendence  ot  naval  constructors,  Mr.  Pook 
first,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Easby,  regularly  detailed  for  that  purpose,  it  is  only  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  the  work  has  been  faithfully  done.  When  Mr.  Pook  was  detached  from  the  yard, 
Mr.  Easby  was  ordered  to  perform  those  duties.  They  were  supposed  to  look  after  that  ves- 
sel, and  I  presume  they  did ;  for  I  know  they  frequently  went  over  to  East  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  has  ma!de  any  claim  for  any  extra  work  7 — A.  I 
don't  know  whether  he  has  made  any  claim  for  extra  work,  but  he  has  threatened  to  do  so. 

Q.  Upon  what  ground  ? — A.  Upon  the  ground  that  I  had  interfered  with  his  plans  and 
bad  caused  him  loss. 

Q.  Have  you  done  so  ? — A.  Not  in  any  way  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  hi^ve  simply  endeav- 
ored to  keep  Mr.  McKay  down  to  the  terms  of  his  contract  or  agreement. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  officer  over  you  to  relieve  him  from 
■nr  of  the  terms  of  his  contract  f — A.  None  that  has  come  through  me ;  none  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

Q.  HaTe  yon  ever  referred  any  questions  of  differences  about  his  contract  to  the  chief  of 
tbe  Bareau  of  Construction  ? — A.  None  between  Mr.  McKay  and  myself.  The  naval  con- 
structor who  was  superinteudfug  the  work  has  refierred  questions  to  me,  which  I  have  re- 
ferred to  the  bureau. 

Q.  How  did  the  bureau  decide  them  ? — A.  I  can't  positively  answer.  Sometimes,  per- 
baps.  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  in  favor  of  the  Government.  In  one 
instance  that  I  remember,  the  bureau  d«  cided,  I  think  improperly,  in  favor  of  the  contractor, 
in  R^d  to  putting  the  tops  over  the  mastheads.  In  the  Navy,  when  masts  are  stepped,  it 
is  always  consider^  the  constructor's  business  to  step  the  masts,  and  to  put  the  tops  over. 
Mr.  McKay's  contract  was  that  he  was  to  step  the  lower  mast  and  place  the  bowsprit.  It 
was  reported  to  me  that  the  mast  was  stepped,  and  that  the  vessel  was  then  ready  for  the 
^uipmeut  department  to  take  hold  and  rig  her.  Then  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  tops 
*ere  not  over.  I  sent,  through  the  constructor,  to  Mr.  McKay,  to  have  the  tops  put  over 
tbe  masthead,  which  he  declined  to  do,  saying  that  it  was  not  a  nart  of  his  contract.  The 
question  was  referred,  I  think,  by  telegraph,  to  the  bureau,  ana  the  bureau  telegraphed 
back  in  reply,  '*  Construction  will  put  the  tops  over,"  and  the  tops  were  put  over  oy  con- 
Btroction  labor  in  the  yard. 

Q.  What  was  the  cost  of  that  work  f — A.  It  would  not  be  a  great  deal ;  probably  it  would 
not  be  more  than  $:tt)  or  $40.  • 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  instance  where  the  Bureau  of  Construction  relieved  him 
from  doing  any  portion  of  the  duty  which  you  think  he  is  bound  to  do  by  his  contract  t — 
A.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  he  was  relieved,  under  his  contract  for  building  the 
Adams,  from  making  the  spars  for  that  vessel. 
Q.  Are  the  engines  and  machinery  in  both  of  those  boats  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  engines  and  machinery  ;  are  they  good,  bad,  or  in- 
different f — A.  Not  being  a  practical  engineer  I  can  only  ju^e  from  the  report  of  the  in- 
specting engineers,  which  was  sent  through  ine,  officially,  that  the  engines  are  very  good 
^n^nes,  and  the  work  was  very  well  and  satisfactorily  done.     That  was  by  contract  with 
tbe  Atlantic  Works,  at  East  Boston,  I  believe.    They  are  the  compound  type  of  engines, 
vith  a  corresponding  type  of  high-pressure  boilers.     From  all  that  I  can  learn  the  trouble 
»«enis  to  be  more  with  the  boilers  than  with  the  engines  of  the  new  vessels. 
Q.  They  have  compound  engines  in  them,  have  tney  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  of  tne  policy  of  having  vessels  built  by  contract  in  the  navy- 
y*[d!  Can  they  be  built  better  or  cheaper  by  the  Government  in  their  own  yard  than 
u»ey  can  be  built  inside  by  contractors  firom  outside  7 — A.  I  see  no  reason  why  vessels  can- 
pot  be  built  by  the  Government,  by  contract,  in  our  navy -yards,  the  Government  furnish- 
ing tbe  materials,  and  the  vessels  being  built  under  honest  supervision,  just  as  well  and 
more  cheaply  than  by  day-work  under  the  present  system.  What  I  mean  by  the  '*  present 
•yitem"  IB  this :  We  labor  under  great  disadvantages  in  the  navy-yard  compared  with  out- 


4  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

side  workmen,  from  Ibe  fact  that  we  paj,  in  the  navy.yard,  by  law,  the  same  amount  of 
money  for  a  day's  work  of  eight  hours,  that  Mr.  McKay  or  others  pay  for  a  day's  work  of 
ten  hours,  and,  probably,  sometimes  more.  Consequently  the  Government  is  paying  everX 
day  for  two  hours*  work  which  it  does  not  get.  which,  in  the  aggregate,  taking  the  men  at 
$3  a  day,  for  instance,  of  ten  hours'  work,  is  30  cents  an  hour,  and  eight  hours'  work,37i 
cents  an  hour.  If  you  carry  that  out,  with  an  average  of  five  hundred  men  through  the 
year,  it  is  a  very  simple  matter  of  arithmetic  how  much  more  the  Government  pays  than  it 
gets.  But  with  the  same  independent  selection  and  control  of  men  and  keeping  them  up 
to  their  work,  as  is  the  case  outside,  paying  the  same  rate  of  wages  as  i^  paid  outside,  freeing 
the  ftireman,  &c.,  from  all  political  influence,  and  the /ear  of  it,  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
Government  should  not  do  its  own  work  as  well  and  cheaply  as  by  contract. 

Q.  Now,  is  there  not  some  difference  in  the  character  of  the  labor  which  the  contractor 
gets,  and  that  which  you  get  ^ — A.  I  think  there  is. 

Q.  Does  not  a  contractor  select  his  labor  with  reference  to  its  skill? — A.  Yes,  sir;  un- 
questionably. 

Q.  Is  not  some  of  the  labor  on  the  yard  selected  for  you,  and  do  you  not  have  to  take 
such  as  is  sent  to  you,  whether  skillful  or  notf — A.  The  labor  in  the  yard  is  required  for 
by  the  heads  of  departments.  A  requisition  is  made  like  this:  '*Johu  Smith,  ship-car- 
penter, or  blacksmith,  as  the  case  may  be,  required  for  service  in  this  department."  This 
requisition  is  signed  by  the  head  of  the  department,  and  is  brought  to  me  for  approval. 
My  signature,  in  approval,  goes  down,  and  the  man  or  men  are  employed.  The  names  of 
the  men  to  be  employed  are  generally  given  to  the  head  of  the  department  by  the  foreman. 
The  head  of  the  department  naturally  relies,  more  or  less,  upon  the  foremen  in  selections  of 
men,  supposing  them  to  be  better  acquainted  with  their  qualifications  than  he  possibly  can 
be.  The  foreman  is,  probably,  a  political  appointment,  and  very  naturally  favors  his  friends, 
regardless  of  their  efficiency. 

Q.  Is  it  not  sometimes  the  case  that  political  influences  thrust  men  on  you  who  are  not 
good  workmen  f— ^A.  I  can't  say  that  they  have  been  thrust  on  me,  but  1  think  it  is  very 
safe  to  say  that  political  influ#ice  does  put  a  good  many  men  into  the  navy-yard  who  are 
not  worth  the  money  the  Government  pays  them. 

Q.  And  those  men  you  are  bound  to  take  f — A.  The  commandant  has  no  power  to  reject 
them  unless  be  knmog  them  to  be  improper  men. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  rejected  any  men  whom  you  knew  to  be  improper  men,  for  any  cause, 
and  been  ordered  by  the  Department  at  Washington  to  take  those  men  into  the  yard  f — 
A.  No,  sir :  I  don't  remember  of  any  case  where  men  who  were  rejected  on  account  of  being 
improper  men  have  been  ordered  into  the  yard. 

Q.  The  question  was,  men  who  have  been  rejected  for  any  cause? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
think  not.     I  don't  remember  of  any  instance. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  politicians  in  the  city  have  furnished  lists  of  men 
to  be  employed,  where  requisitions  have  been  made  here  in  the  yard  ? — A.  There  was  a  case 
occurred  during  the  election  excitement  here  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Gooch  was  defeated  for 
Congress.  There  was  a  list  of  seme  twenty  men,  the  names  being  given,  placed  on  my 
desk  to  be  signed.  Knowing  that  it  was  near  the  end  of  the  month,  and  thinking  it  possible 
that  the  allotment  for  the  month  might  be  short,  I  sent  for  the  constructor  and  asked  him  if 
he  had  money  to  pay  these  men  for  the  balance  of  the  month,  and  he  said  "  no.''  I  said, 
**  Then  why  do  you  make  this  requisition  ?"  He  said,  '*  The  names  are  given  to  me  by 
outside  parties,  with  a  request  to  require  them."  I  questioned  him  as  to  who  the  outaids 
parties  were,  and  he  replied,  I  am  pretty  certain  that  they  were  friends  of  Mr.  Gooch,  or 
Mr.  Gooch's  committee,  or  something  to  that  effect.  I  said,  *'  Why  do  you,  when  you  know 
you  have  not  the  money  to  pay  the  men,  make  a  requisiiion  for  them  ?"  His  reply  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  pressure  on  him  was  so  great  that  he  was  obliged  to  do  it.  I  saia,  **Very 
well,  that  being  the  case,  I  will  not  approve  this  requisition,"  and  I  did  not  approve  it. 
That  afternoon  I  received  from  him  an  official  communication  to  the  effect  that  the  money 
for  that  month  would  be  exhaust€»d  on  the  following  evening,  and  it  would  be  uesessary  to 
make  a  requisition  for  additional  money  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the  remainder  of  the 
month.  In  reply  to  that,  I  sent  him  an  official  letter,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his,  and 
said  that  as  the  money  would  be  exhausted  the  next  evening,  he  would  suspend  the  entire 
force  in  the  construction  depnitnient  until  the  first  of  next  month.  The  suspension  took 
place  on  Friday  evening,  and  on  Sunday  I  think  it  was,  or  Saturday  afternoon,  I  received 
a  telegram  to  make  no  suspensions  in  any  department  of  the  yard.  That  telegram  caoKi 
from  the  Naval  Department.  I  have  forgotten  now  whether  it  was  sent  by  the  Secretary  or 
by  Rear- Admiral  Reynolds,  who  was  acting  Secretary  at  the  time.  A  few  days  subsequently 
to  that,  I  received  a  telegraphic  order  to  employ  twenty  additional  men.  Whether  the  samo 
twenty  men  were  employed  that  I  had  refused  to  sign  for,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  that  telegraphic  order  from  the  same  parties  f — A.  It  came  from  headquarters  ett 
Washington,  from  authority  that  I  was  bound  to  obey. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Don't  you  think  those  ^same  men  were  employed,  whose  names  you  found  on  your 
desk  ? — A.  1  think  they  were,  from  this  fact,  that  this  matter  occurred  just  at  the  time  tbat 


BOSTON    NAVY-YARD.  5 

Mr.  Pook  was  detached  from  the  yard.     The  requisition  lay  on  my  desk  a  day  or  two  after 

Mr.Easby  assumed  the  duties,  and  he  came  to  me  and  said  there  were  parties  bothering  him 

about  a  requisition  for  twenty  men  which  had  been  sent  in  some  days  ago  ;  they  wanted  to 

kiK)w  why  those  men  were  not  employed.     I  picked  up  the  requisition  that  was  lying  on  my 

dmk,  and  said,  '*  You  can  take  this  requisition  to  those  gentlemen,  and  tell   them   that  the 

T^afioii  they  have  not  been  employed  is  because  I  have  not  seen  fit  to  approve  the  requisition, 

and  do  not  intend  to  approve  it."     Either  that  day  or  the  following  day,  1  rect^ived  the  tele- 

grapkic  order  to  which  I  have  referred  to  employ  twenty  additional  men.     I  did  not  make 

any  inqairies  to  ascertain  whether  those  twenty  men  were  the  same  whose  names  were  on 

the  requisition,  but  the  circumstances  induce  me  to  think  they  were. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  instance  where  you  have  been  ordered  from  Washington 
to  take  men  ou  your  rolls  here  for  service  in  the  last  three  years  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  cannot 
enaai^ratp  them.  I  have  orders  upon  orders  to  take  on  men,  more  than  I  could  enumerate, 
\m  all  of  which  are  on  file. 

Q.  Do  they  name  the  men  whom  you  are  to  take  on, in  any  instance? — A.  In  most  in- 
rtaoces  they  name  the  men  who  are  to  be  taken  on ;  in  others  the  order  is  to  take  on  so 
many  men. 
Q.  Have  you  received  any  of  those  orders  just  preceding  elections  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
ij-  Are  they  mostly  about  that  time;  that  is,  are  the  larger  number  of  men  required  to 
be  employed  about  that  time  ? — A.  The  orders  for  the  employment  of  the  larger  number  of 
men  are  made  immediately  about  election  time — just  preceding  election. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  employed,  if  you  remember,  just  preceding  the  election  of  1874, 
on  account  of  the  election? — A.  By  reference  to  the  records,  I  find  that  the  number  so  em- 
pk>yed,  just  preceding  the  election  of  November  4,  1874,  was  five  hundred  and  eighty-six  in 
comtmction  department,  and  a  few,  about  twenty-five,  I  think,  in  steam-engineering  depart- 
ment 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  us  a  list  of  the  number  of  men  employed  at  the  yard  in  each  month 
for  fire  years  past,  in  all  departments,  and  the  number  ot  men  discharged  each  month  ? 

(List  faroisned.     See  appendix  to  testimony  taken  at  Boston.) 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  those  men,  when  they  are  employed  at  those  times  I  have  men- 
tiooed,  have  been  required  by  those  who  employed  them  to  vote  a  certain  ticket,  or  to  vote 
for  certain  individuals,  as  a  part  of  the  contract  of  their  employment  f — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q-  Do  you  know  that  the  men  who  are  employed  at  those  times  do  vote  a  certain  ticket? 
—A.  No,  sir;  1  dou'L  I  only  know  that  there  was  a  big  row  here  after  this  election.  The 
gl^oeral  impression  was  that  nine-tenths  of  the  men  who  had  been  employed  on  the  yard  had 
fooe  back  on  their  employers.  That  was  the  report  at  the  time,  but  of  course  it  is  not 
within  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  they  march  them  out  to  vote  in  a  regular  line,  or  do  they  let  them  go  and  vote  as 
^y please?— A.  No,  sir;  nothing  of  that  kind  is  done  here.  It  has  been  the  custom  at 
tiuiyard,  at  presidential  and  gubernatorial  elections,  to  give  a  half-holiday,  to  allow  every- 
body to  vote,  and  for  ordinary  local  elections  it  is  just  as  the  commandant  pleases.  I 
IttTe  generally  allowed  them  an  hour  to  vote,  and  I  think  that  has  been  the  custom  for  years 
hat. 

Q.  Do  you  or  not  think  that  the  practice  which  has  grown  up  in  the  navy-yards  of  the 
Bnployment  of  a  larger  force  just  preceding  elections  is  detrimental  to  the  public  interests  f 
—A.  I  think  most  decidedly  so,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  public  service  in  all  its  parts  ought  to  be  kepi  entirely  aloof  from 
political  paitisanship  f — A.  Just  as  distinct  and  separate  from  it  as  it  is  po.s8ible  to  be  kept. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  reason  operating  against  the  building  of  ships  in  the  yards 
as  cheaply  as  outside  of  them,  besides  the  two  you  have  mentioned  ?  Has  a  contractor  out- 
side any  advantage  over  the  Gover/iment,  except  those  two  to  which  you  have  referred  ? — 
A  I  don't  know  of  any  other  advantage  that  he  has. 

Q.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  if  the  Government  could  select  labor  as  a  contractor  does, 
and  everybody  does  outride  the  navy-yards,  the  Government  could  build  vessels  cheaper 
aod  better  in  a  yard  than  they  can  be  built  by  contractors? — A.  1  think  so,  or  certainly 
as  cheap.  I  believe  that  our  shins  are  stronger  than  merchant  vessels ;  our  ships  are 
niore  heavily  built  and  timbered  tnan  merchant  ships  of  the  same  tonnage,  and  neces- 
wrilymust  be  so,  because  they  are  subjected  to  greater  and  more  diverse  strains.  In  mer- 
chant vessels  the  strains  are  more  uniform  than  in  vessels  of  war,  owing  to  the  more  equal 
distribntiou  of  weight;  for  these  reasons,  as  well  as  the  many  more  fittings  and  appliances 
of  a  man* of- war,  it  will  always  cost  more  to  build  them  per  ton  than  merchant  vessels. 

By  Mr.  Biiklf.igu  : 

Q-  Is  there  twice  as  much  fastening? — A.  No,  sir;  I  should  not  think  there  was  twice 
as  mnch. 

Q>  How  much  more  should  you  think  T— A.  That  question  could  be  more  intelligently 

MttweTed  by  a  constructor.    I  merely  have  a  general  idea  of  it;  I  know  that  our  ships  are 

^heavily  timbered,  certainly,  than  merchant  ships,  and  are  better  fastened  ;  but  as  to 

w  leliiive  proportion  I  can't  say. 

Q-  They  cost  about  four  times  as  much,  do  they  not  ? — A.  I  know  they  cost  a  great  deal 

moie  than  merchant  ships  do,  but  I  hardly  think  the  disproportion  so  great  as  that. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  timber  you  have  in  your  yard  ?  Do  you  know  whether  you 
have  timber  enough  to  build  a  vessel  complete  in  this  yard  ? —A.  I  should  think  we  had, 
certainly ;  I  will  not  say  about  the  different  materials  that  would  go  into  construction ; 
there  might  be  some  of  which  we  have  not  a  large  quantity ;  but  I  think  we  have  on  hand, 
in  the  yard,  the  main  part  of  the  materials,  in  the  way  of  timber,  necessary  for  the  build- 
ing of  half  a  dozen  ships.   I  can*t  answer  the  question  positively,  but  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  Have  you  all  your  live-oak  timber  in  wet-basins  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  a  very  small  portion 
of  it. 

Q  Is  any  of  it  exposed  to  the  weather? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  last  delivery  of  live-oak  tim- 
ber is  all  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Q.  Has  that  been  received  by  the  Government?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  delivered  that  live-oak?— A.  W.  CM,  Swift. 

Q.  Why  is  not  that  in  your  wet-basins ;  because  you  have  not  room  for  it? — A.  We  have 
not  the  room,  in  the  first  place,  and  we  have  not  the  force  to  put  it  in.  When  I  say  we  have 
not  the  room,  I  mean  that  it  would  require  considerable  time  and  expense  to  prepare  a  place 
for  it.  We  have  put  some  in,  recently,  brou|j;ht  from  East  Boston  by  water,  by  means  of  a 
derrick  oa  the  vessel  that  brought  it  over.  It  was  lifted  over  the  wall  of  the  wet-basin  and 
dumped  in  there. 

Q.  Was  this  Jive-oak  timber  required  by  your  constructor,  or  was  it  sent  here  by  orders 
from  the  bureau  at  Washington  ? — A.  Sent  here  by  orders  from  Washington  ;  or  rather,  I 
was  ordered  to  receive  all  the  live-oak  timber  belonging  to  Mr.  Swift  in  tlie  navy-yard  and 
vicinity. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  of  the  live-oak  timber  that  you  have  received  is  out  of  the 
basin  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  it  is  out  of  the  basin. 

Q.  How  many  cargoes  were  received  froui  Mr.  Swift  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  there 
were  three  schooner-loads ;  perhaps  more. 

Q.  Did  you  decline  to  receive  it  without  orders? — A.  I  knew  nothing  about  it  until  I  re- 
ceived the  orders  from  Washington.  There  were  two  cargoes  of  live-oak  timber  cAme  here 
some  time  last  fall,  if  I  mistake  not,  brought  by  Mr.  Swift.  I  refused  to  permit  the  vesj«el 
to  come  alongside  of  the  yard  ;  refused  to  receive  the  timber  unless  a  contract,  or  an  ap- 
proved requisition,  or  an  order  could  be  shown  for  it.  The  schooners  disappeared  ;  where 
they  went  to  I  don't  know.  Some  time  alter,  I  can't  tell  how  long  afterward,  I  received  an 
order  from  the  Cliief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Swift  bad  some  live-oak 
at  East  Boston,  which  he  had  agreed  to  deliver,  according  to  navy-yard  measurement,  or 
Government  measurement — sometbiug  of  that  kind — and  authorizing  me  to  permit  the  timber- 
inspector  of  the  yard  to  go  over  there  and  measure  that  timber  for  Mr.  Swift.  Subsequently 
to  that  I  received  a  telegram  (I  can't  give  the  date,  but  the  whole  correspondence  is  on 
record)  to  permit  Mr.  Swift  to  land  his  live-oak  timber  in  the  navy-yard.  I  telegraphed 
back  to  the  effect,  **How  much  timber,  and  at  whose  expense?"  An  answer  came  back, 
'*  25,000  cubic  feet,  Mr.  Swift  to  land  the  timber,  the  yard  teams  to  haul  it  away,  and  the 
Construction  Department  to  be  at  no  expense."  When  Mr.  Switt  had  delivered  his  2.5,000 
cubic  feet,  I  forbade  his  landing  any  more.  I  theu  received  another  telegram  to  allow  him 
to  land  25,000  cubic  feet  more,  and  subsequently  an  order  came  permitting  the  landiiijr  of 
more  live-oak.  How  much  he  landed  at  that  time  I  don't  know,  but  my  impression  is  ihat 
it  was  upward  of  60,000  cubic  feet.  Then,  not  very  long  ago,  came  the  order  to  receive  all 
of  Mr.  Swift's  live-oak  in  the  yard  and  vicinity,  which  embraced  the  live-oak  in  East  Bos- 
ton also,  supposed  and  believed  by  me  to  be  that  which  was  on  board  the  two  schooners 
that  came  here  to  the  yard  previously  and  which  I  had  refused  to  allow  to  land  their  timber. 
But  I  would  much  prefer  to  have  the  committee  call  for  the  correspondence  and  records  in 
this  case  rather  than  trust  to  my  memory.     I  sent  over  there  and  had  the  timber  inspected. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  you  have  in  the  yard  what  your  inspector  inspected  over  there  ? — 
A.  I  have  nothing  more  than  the  word  of  the  inspector.     He  certified  to  the  bills. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  have  the  report  of  your  subordinate  officer,  not  only  of  the  inspection,  but  of  the 
removal  of  tiie  timber  here?— A.  I  have  the  certificate  of  the  inspector  made  to  the  con- 
structor; or  rather,  it  is  on  the  bills.  The  timber-inspector  is  a  subordinate  of  the  Con- 
struction Department.  He  inspects'  the  timber  and  makes  his  report  to  the  constructor, 
and  when  the  bills  are  made  out  for  this  timber,  the  timber-in8pector  certifies  on  the  bill 
that  he  has  inspected  and  measured  it,  and  that  the  amount  is  correct.  It  also  has  the  sig- 
nature of  the  constructor  on  it,  and  then  it  comes  to  me.  Finding  the  names  of  the  con- 
structor and  the  man  who  has  the  handling  and  inspecting  of  the  timber  on  the  bill,  the 
presumption  is  that  the  bill  is  correct.  Then  it  receives  my  approval,  and  the  bill  goes  to 
Washington  to  be  paid. 

Q.  The  point  of  my  question  was,  whether  all  the  timber  which  was  inspected  was  re- 
moved over  here  and  is  in  your  custody  ? — A.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  is.    It  wa^ 
loaded  as  it  was  inspected  and  measured  onto  lighters,  or  on  a  vessel  that  we  have  her^^ 
what  we  call  an  "anchor-hoy,"  and  brought  over.  • 
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Q.  How  mnch  of  Mr.  Swift's  timber  did  you  receive  in  all  T — A.  I  can't  say  positively, 
bnt  my  impression  is  that  there  was  somewhere  about  80,000  cubic  feet— possibly  more 
or  less. 

Q.  Where  is  that  timber  now? — A.  A  portion  of  it  is  in  the  wet  dock.    The  larger  por 
iKm  of  it  is  piled  up  in  the  3'ard. 
Q.  Under  cover  ?— A.  Not  under  cover. 

Q.  Is  it  not  being  injured  by  being  exposed  to  the  weather? — A.  I  should  say  it  was 
injnnDg.    The  fact  is,  that  we  have  not  the  space  or  the  facilities  for  docking  the  amount  of 
Bve-oftk  timber  that  is  on  hand  in  the  yard.    This  timber  that  I  am  speaking  of  now  is  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  live-oak  timber  that  is  in  the  yard,  but  all  toe  rest  of  it  is  under 
cover. 

Q.  How  much  live-oak  have  you  got  in  the  yard  that  is  not  in  your  docks,  aside  from  this 
that  yoa  are  speaking  of  that  is  under  cover  now  f — A.  I  can't  say,  but  I  should  think  there 
were  several  l^undred  thousand  feet  not  in  timber- sheds. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  live-oak  per  cubic  foot  ?— A.  It  varies.  I  don't  think  that  any  of 
it  is  below  a  dollar  a  foot ;  still,  I  may  be  mistaken  about  that,  and  it  goes  up  as  high  as 
$2.51),  I  think,  and  perhapH  higher. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Swift's  timber  was  received  at  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  There  are 
variow  prices,  according  to  quality. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  aggregate  was  ? — A.  I  approved  the  bill,  but  I  don't  remember 
the  amoant.    I  will  furnish  that  n-om  the  books. 

Q.  From  whom* did  the  Government  purchase  that  live-oak  which  is  under  cover? — A. 
That  was  from  Mr.  Swift,  also,  I  think. 

Q.  He  has  been  a  contractor  in  live-oak  for  a  number  of  years  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he 
has. 

Q.  Does  any  one  else  supply  live-oak  to  the  yard  ? — A.  No  one  else  supplies  it  that  I  am 
iwareof.  The  schedule  this  year  was  for  25,000  cubic  feet  at  this  yara;  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  hare  been  awarded  to  any  one.  Mr.  Swift  at  that  time  had  his  timber  on  the  yard, 
onderthe  order  that  I  spoke  of,  to  '*  allow  him  to  land  his  timber  on  the  yard,  but  at  no 
expense  to  'Construction'  "  And  this  timber  was  already  on  the  yard,  when  the  annual  con- 
tracts were  awarded.     The  schedule  called  for  25,000  cubic  feet  only. 

Q>  Do  you  know  how  much  of  that  live-oak  was  advertised  for  in  this  contract  you  spoke 
of  where  the  other  man  made  the  lowest  bid? — A.  25,000  cubic  feet;  I  think  that  was  the 
schedule. 

Q.  And  that  has  all  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Swift  for  this  year,  has  it? — A.  He  has  fur- 
nished that  aod  a  great  deal  more,  by  order  of  the  bureau. 

Q.  How  much  more  has  he  furnished  by  open  purchase  7 — A.  I  hardly  know  what  you 
mesn  by  **  open  purchase,"  in  that  sense.  The  schedule  for  this  year  called  fur  25,000  cubic 
feet  of  lire-oak  onVy.  Swift  had  much  more  than  this  on  the  yard  and  at  East  Boston,  and 
it  was  all  received  by  order. 

Q.  That  schedule  came  from  your  yard  on  requisition  ? — A.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  re- 

r'sition  was  made  for  live-oak.  When  the  award  is  made  on  a  contract,  the  successful  bid- 
is  Doti6ed  that  his  bid  is  accepted,  and  he  commences,  according  to  the  terms  of  his 
contract,  to  deliver.  Mr.  Swift  already  had  on  the  yard,  when  the  contract  was  closed,  this 
l&r?e  quantity  of  timber,  exceeding  25,000  feet,  and  all  of  that  timber  was  received,  besides 
that  at  East  Boston. 

Q.  The  point  I  want  to  get  at  is,  did  your  Construction  Bureau  here  make  out  a  requisition 
ftt  the  commencement  of  the  year,  originating  with  itself,  for  this  timber  ? — A.  Not  that  I 
kiww  of. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  live-oak  that  has  been  brought  here  until  within  the  last  two 
yw8?— A.  Soon  after  I  came  here — over  two  years  ago — the  live-oak  was  coming  in  here 
M  fast  that  we  couldn't  handle  it.  At  one  time  Mr.  Swift  had  several  schooners  loaded 
yritb  live-oak  at  the  wharves,  on  demurrage,  that  could  not  be  unloaded.  We  were  unload- 
ing at  the  same  time. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Was  that  received  by  orders  from  the  Department? — ^A«  Yes,  sir;  my  imprecision  is 
that  it  was  being  landed  when  I  took  command  of  the  yard. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  In  the  course  of  two  winters  will  not  that  timber  be  destroyed,  for  useful  purposes,  for 
ibip-building t — A.  I  think  not:  but  it  will  be  injured  very  much.  It  is  very  tough,  hard 
V(K)d,  but  of  course  the  winter  frosts  and  the  summer  sun  tend  to  shake  it  a  good  deal. 

Q-  It  will  crack  very  badly  by  exposure  to  freezing  weather,  will  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
^qnestionably  the  timber  is  very  much  injured  by  being  exposed,  but  I  should  hesitate  to 
>*y  that  it  would  be  ruined  by  two  years'  exposure,  because  we  have  some  here  belonging 
to  Mr.  Switt,  or  supposed  to  belong  to  Mr.  Swift,  that  has  been  here  for  five  years.   It  was 
i«^Ved  when  it  came  here,  and  it  is  as  hard  as  a  brick  now. 
<^.  UU  not  cracked  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  cracked. 
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Q.  Does  not  that  injure  it  very  much  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  coarse.  It  was  rejected  timber  in 
the  first  place,  and  we  have  never  been  able  to  ^t  it  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  One  of  the  principal  ways  in  which  it  would  deteriorate  is  by  cracking  to  pieces  ;  that 
is  the  reason  I  asked  the  question  whether  it  would  be  cracked  in  two  winters  ? — A.  It  would 
be  very  much  injured,  undoubtedly.  Where  it  is  exposed  in  that  way  they  nail  slabs  across 
the  butts  to  prevent  it  from  splitting. 

Q.  How  much' of  that  timber  is  on  the  yard,  unreceived  by  you,  belonging  *^o  Mr.  Swift 
still,  what  you  call  rejected  t — A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  I  gave  directions  a  few 
days  a(ro  for  the  constructor  to  furnish  me  a  list  of  all  rejected  material  there  was  on  the 
yard.     He  has  not  been  able  to  furnish  me  that  yet,  but  I  will  furnish  a  9opy  of  that  list. 

(List  furnished.     See  appendix  to  testimony  taken  at  Boston.) 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  necessity  for  the  expenditure  of  this  large  amount  of  money  to 
purchase  this  large  supply  of  live-oak  on  this  yard  ? — A.  I  should  say  that  it  would  be 
nardly  necessary  to  procure  such  a  large  supply  so  rapidly.  It  is  advisable  to  have  a  good 
stock  of  seasoned  material  always  on  hand,  but  whether  it  is  judicious  to  accumulate  it  in 
such  a  short  space  of  time  is  doubtful.  I  should  be  rather  in  favor  of  accumulating  it  more 
gradually,  which  would  leave  more  money  to  be  used  for  building  and  repairing  ships  ;  this 
accumulation  of  timber  was  a  subject  of  general  complaint  among  workmen,  as  it  left  but 
little  money  for  the  employment  of  labor. 

Q.  Have  you  a  large  amount  of  other  timber  on  the  yard  besides  live-oak  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ; 
we  have  a  large  amount  of  white-oak  timber  and  yellow  pine. 

Q.  Have  yuu  the  means  of  taking  care  of  it,  and  preserving  it  ? — A.  Most  of  it,  I  think, 
is  under  cover. 

Q.  Have  von  got  as  much  or  more  than  you  want? — A.  I  dou^t  think  we  have  as  much  ot 
that  kind  of  material  on  hand  in  proportion  as  we  have  of  the  live-oak. 

Q.  Is  it  liable  to  waste  by  being  retained  a  long  time  on  hand  7 — A.  I  think  the  pine,  after 
a  certain  time,  does  deteriorate. 

Q.  Who  furnishes  you  with  your  pine  timber  and  white  oak  ? — A.  The  majority  of  the 
white-oak  timber  comes  from  Maryland  and  Virginia,  I  think,  and  the  pine  from  farther 
South.  There  is  a  man  by  the  nameof  McCulloch,  who  has  just  delivered  a  CArgo  of  white- 
oak  logs.  That  was  delivered  on  contract,  and  that  is  the  only  contract  that  I  can  cull  to 
mind  now.  There  may  have  been  other  contracts  for  white  oak,  but  a  great  deal  of  the 
timber  and  lumber  that  is  furnished  here  is  furnished  by  Mr.  Trickey,  formerly  of  the  firm 
of  Trickev  &  Jewett.     I  think  there  is  no  such  firm  now. 

Q.  He  "has  been  a  contractor  for  a  number  of  years,  has  he  not  f — A.  I  think  he  has,  or 
has  furnished  lumber. 

Q.  Who  furnishes  you  your  coal? — A.  That  is  furnished  by  contract  from  Philadelphia. 
Each  department  has  its  own  coal. 

Q.  Wnen  yott  use  that  word  "contract,"  do  I  understand  you  mean  annual  lettings  by 
bids  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  a  certain  amount  furnished  under  contract,  and  then  a  larger  amount  by  pri- 
vate contract  with  the  same  parties  during  the  year  7 — A.  I  think  not,  sir.  It  might  happen 
that,  ow'ng  to  some  extraordinary  circumstance,  the  annual  supply  of  coal  under  the  con- 
tract would  not  be  sufficient  to  carry  us  through  the  year.  Then  the  coal  is  purchased  in 
open  market.  Generally,  it  comes  from  Philadelphia,  brought  by  schooners.  During  what 
we  call  the  Cuban  war  excitement,  over  two  years  ago,  our  stock  of  coal  here  was  exhausted ; 
that  is,  of  steamer-coal,  which  is  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Equipment ;  and  I  wrote  to 
the  bureau  to  say  that  we  were  out  of  coal  entirely,  and  they  ordered  two  cargoes  of  coal 
from  Philadelphia. 

Q.  They  send  to  you  every  vear  to  make  an  estimate  of  what  you  want  of  coal,  live-oak, 
white  oak,  and  other  things  which  are  necessary  for  your  yard  here.  Now,  when  you  make 
out  your  estimates  for  the  amount  which  you  deem  sufficient  to  run  the  yard  for  the  year, 
has  it  not  been  the  habit  of  the  Department  at  Washington  to  cut  that  down  very  largely  in 
its  anriual  lettings? — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Do  they  not  furnish  a  small  portion  by  annual  lettings,  and  then  purchase  the  rest  in 
the  open  market  during  the  year? — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  case  of  that  kind.  The  only 
instance,  as  I  say,  that  I  have  any  recollection  of  is  that  case  where  coal  was  purchased  in 
that  way  at  the  time  of  the  Cuban  war.  We  fitted  out  two  large  ships,  which  made  a  very 
large  hole  in  our  coal-pile,  and  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  ordered  two  cargoes  of  coal  from 
Philadelphia.  There  is  an  officer  stationed  at  Philadelphia,  who  purchases  coal  direct  from 
the  mines.  I  don't  think  that  the  price  paid  for  coal  in  any  department  this  present  fiscal 
year  was  over  $7  a  ton.  We  got  ours  in  the  Yards  and  Docks  Department  at  $6.39  a  ton,  I 
think.     That  low  price  was  owing  entirely  to  the  low  freights. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  material  being  snipped  from  this  yard  to  any  other 
part  of  the  United  States  by  order  of  the  chief  of  bureau,  or  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  there  have  been  large  quantities  of  material  shipped. 

Q.  What  material  ? — A.  Iron   and  steam  machinery,  and  composition  propellers,  and 
lot  of  scrap  composition. 

Q.  Where  has  it  been  shipped  to,  and  to  whom  T — A.  Mv  impression  is  that  it  was  sbipp 
to  John  Roach.     The  iron  was  iron -plating  that  came  off  of  the  monitor  Miantonomoh,  wni 
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Tessel  was  pat  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Roach  to  rebaild,  and  the  machinery  that  was  shipped 
vway  was  also  the  mar.hinery  of  the  Miantonomoh,  which  was  sent  to  Mr.  Roach  also.   The 
composition-propellers  were  some  that  had  been  removed  from  vessels.     Then  a  large  quan- 
tity of  new  plate-iron,  that  had  never  been  used,  which  was  intended  for  an  iron-clad  now 
on  the  stocks,  the  Oregon,  was  also  shipped  away  to  Roach.     There  was  also  a  large  quan- 
tity of  scrap-composition  delivered  to  E.  H.  Ashcroft,  of  Boston. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  amount  ? — A.  The  books  will  probably  show,  because  everything 
was  weighed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  under  that  contract  it  was  shipped  away  to  Mr.  Roach  ? — A.  I  do  not 
I  simply  bad  orders  to  send  it  away. 

Q.  Do  you  know  auything  about  any  gun-carriages  that  have  been  shipped  off  any- 
where ?--A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  any  gun-carriages  being  shipped  off.  There  was 
qnit«  a  larg»>  number  of  gun-carriages  sold  at  auction  some  time  ago  that  were  obsolete,  and 
I  belieTe  some  were  furnished  for  experiments  at  Nut  Island. 

Q.  By  whose  orders  were  they  sold  ? — A.  By  the  orders  of  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance. ' 
i^.  Were  they  advertised  1 — A.  They  were  sold  at  advertised  auction. 
Q.  Who  purchased  them  ? — A.  They  were  purchased  by  different  parties.    They  were  not 
all  parchaged  by  one  party.     A  good  many  were  purchased  by  people  for  the  purpose  of 
bre«kinsr  them  tip  for  fire-wood  ;  at  least,  that  is  my  impression. 

Q.  Were  they  useless  to  the  Government?     Had  they  been  condemned! — A.  They  had 

been  condemned.     Possibly  they  might  have  been  used  in  case  of  emergency,  but  they  were 

old-style  jifun-carriages  intended  for  guns  that  were  out  of  date,  as  I  understood  the  thing.    ^ 

(I.  Do  you  know  what  those  gun-carriages  sold  for  1 — A.  I  do  not.     The  books  will  show, 

and  the  ordnance-officer  would  be  a  witness  on  that  point. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  iron  that  you  were  ordered  to  ship  off  to  John  Roach ; 
vu  it  new  iron  ? — A.  A  portion  of  it  was  new  iron,  just  as  it  had  been  delivered  here  in  the 
yard,  intended  for  the  plating  of  the  Oregon.  It  varied  in  thickness  from  one  to  three  inches. 
Q.  Was  it  suitable  for  plating  ? — A.  It  was  intended  for  armor-plating. 
Q.  Was  it  fit  for  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  presumed  to  be.  I  should  tnink  it  was  fit,  because  it 
was  lent  here  for  that  purpose.  I  don't  know  anything  to  the  contrary.  There  was  also 
other  iron  which  was  the  plating  which  came  off  of  the  monitor  Miantonomoh.  The  wood 
WM  found  to  be  very  much  decayed,  and  her  turrets  were  taken  off  of  her,  her  machinery 
all  taken  out,  and  her  hull  was  stripped  entirely  of  its  iron -plating,  which  was  all  piled  here 
intbeyard.  That  iron-plating,  and  the  new  iron-plating  that  was  intended  for  the  Oregon, 
and  the  steam -machinery  belonging  to  the  Miantonomab  were  all  shipped,  I  think,  to  John 
Botch.    I  donH  now  recall  any  other  name  than  his. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  W^ill  you  tell  us  what  was  done  with  the  hull  of  the  Miantonomoh  ? — A.  The  hull  of 
the  Miantonomab  was  towed  by  the  steam  frigiite  Powhatan  from  here  to  New  York.  The 
machinery  had  been  taken  out  of  her  for  some  years.  She  was  nothing  but  a  rotten  hulk 
lying  here  with  no  deck  on  her  at  all.  I  received  orders  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to 
foroish  estimates  of  what  it  would  cost  to  put  her  into  condition  to  be  towed  to  New  York. 
The  machinery  and  plating  that  came  from  the  vessel  were  sent  away  by  orders  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Q.  What  was  the  idea  of  towing  that  rotten  ship  around  to  New  York  ? — A.  That  I  can't 
8iy.    My  orders  were  to  prepare  her  to  be  towed  to  New  York. 

Q.  What  did  you  do? — A.  We  spent,  1  think,  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  |4,000, 


aroond  to  New  York  by  the  Powhatan. 

Q.  Was  she  known  to  be  rotten  when  she  left  here  ? — A.  Yes.  She  had  been  condemned 
for  years  and  laid  here  for  years  at  tiie  wharf. 

Q.  What  shoald  you  say  was  her  value  f — A.  Nothing  at  all ;  only  an  empty  shell. 

Q.  Yon  spent  |t,UOO  on  her?— A.  The  estimate  was,  I  think, upwards  of  $8  000, and  the 
bureau  authorized  an  expenditure  of  about  $5,000, 1  think,  to  prepare  her  so  that  she  might 
be  towed  around  without  danger  of  sinking. 

Q.  Where  did  she  go  from  there  T — A.  I  don't  know  anything  beyond  her  arrival  at  New 

York,  but  I  am  told  she  was  towed   from   there  around  to  Chester  to  be  repaired  by  John 
Roach. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^-  Was  that  machinery  which  was  shipped  around  to  Roach  good  machinery  ?  Was  it  a 
poo  engine  1— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  good  engine.  I  don't  know  what  type  of  engine  it  was, 
but  u  came  out  of  the  Miantonomoh.  JV-  ^ 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

ttoo^  connLS^T®  .°P  ^e^e^— A.  No;  it  wasn't  broken  up.     My  impression  is  that  e very- 
Pa.  ^^  ^^^  '^®  machinery  of  that  vessel  was  snipped  by  schooners  to  Chester, 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  copper  having  been  shipped  away  from  the  yard  ? — A.  If  I  re- 
member rightly,  we  shipped  at  one  time  some  bolt-copper  to  Portsmouth  for  use  in  the  yard 
there.     We  had  a  surplus  stock. 

Q.  When  was  that  shipped  to  Portsmouth  ?— A.  It  was  some  time  ago  ;  I  can*t  tell  the 
date. 

Q.  Have  you  shipped  any  timber  from  here  to  Mr.  Roach  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  shipped  any  timber  to  anybody  else  ? — A.  None  that  I  know  of.  Dur- 
ing the  building  of  the  Adams  at  East  Boston,  we  furnished  a  good  deal  of  timber  to  McKay 
by  orders  of  the  Department. 

Q.  Did  his  contract  provide  that  he  was  to  be  supplied  with  timber? — A.  No,  sir:  the 
contract  was  that  he  was  to  be  supplied  with  the  live-oak  frame  only,  and  we  kept  an  ac- 
count of  all  this  material  and  timber  that  was  delivered  to  him,  and  it  was  charged  to  his  con- 
tract. That  is,  I  suppose  it  was.  I  know  there  was  a  deduction  of  some  $I8,00U  made  at 
one  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  Government  who  lias  given  any  consid- 
eration in  money,  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  for  any  poititiou,  or  for  any  benefit 
to  be  derived  tht^efrom  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  contractor,  or  other  person  not  connected  with  the  Navy,  who 
has  given  any  money,  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  to  anv  person  connected 
with  the  Navy,  for  the  procurement  of  any  contract  or  other  benefit  from  the  Government  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  connected  with  ihe  Government  who  has  received  any 
money,  or  property,  or  any  present,  for  the  procurement  of  any  office  or  any  contract,  or  any 
benefit  connected  with  the  naval  service,  either  as  officer,  contractor,  or  employ^  7 — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  fraudulent  or  improper  removal  of  any  of  the  arms,  munitions, 
or  material  for  ship-building,  tools,  or  property  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment ? — A.  Some  seven  months  ago,  by  authority  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks,  and  on  my  recommendation,  a  dreJgiug-machine  belonging  to  the  Government  was 
loaned  to  private  parties  under  the  following  circumstances :  These  parties  had  a  contract 
with  the  harbor  commissioners  to  dredge  out  a  shallow  place  between  the  city  of  Boston  and 
the  navy-yard,  running  over  toward  the  navy-yard,  and  sometimes  it  had  been  a  little  incon- 
venience to  us.  They  made  a  written  proposition,  that  if  the  Government  would  loan  this 
dredger  to  them  for  this  purpose,  for  ninety  days,  they  would  take  the  dredger  exactly  as 
she  was,  put  her  in  thorough  repair,  and  return  her  to  the  Government  at  the  end  of  ninety 
days,  in  thorough  working-order.  The  dredger  was  at  that  time  hauled  up  on  the  blocks 
with  a  considerable  hole  in  her  bottom,  considerably  out  of  repair,  her  boiler  and  machinery 
entirely  out  of  her,  and  stowed  away  in  the  shop,  and  needing  a  good  many  repairs.  I  had 
an  estimate  made,  previously,  of  what  it  would  cost  to  put  that  dredger  in  thorough  repair 
for  the  Government  use,  if  we  were  to  do  it  ourselves  in  the  yard,  and  it  amounted  to  up- 
ward of  $2,000.  These  parties,  as  I  say,  sent  in  their  proposition  to  take  her  exactly  as 
she  was,  put  her  in  thorough  working  condition,  and  return  her  in  that  condition,  for  the 
privilege  of  using  her  for  ninety  days,  under  this  contract.  The  civil  engineer  of  the  yard 
submitted  their  proposition  to  me,  with  a  strong  recommendation  that  it  be  accepted,  on  the 
ground  that  we  should  want  to  use  the  dredger  ourselves  in  a  short  time,  and  here 
was  an  opportunity  to  have  her  put  in  thorough  order  without  any  expense  to  the  Got- 
emment.  I  submitted  the  proposition  to  the  chief  of  bureau,  and  recommended  its  ac- 
ceptance, under  the  circumstances.  The  bureau  acceded  to  it,  ani  authorized  the  loan  of 
the  dredger.  She  was  repaired  on  the  blocks,  and  put  in  good  condition,  and  taken  away, 
and  was  performing  her  work,  when  I  received  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  of  dredgers 
here,  Woolley  Brothers,  my  impression  is,  to  Collector  Simmons,  complaining  that  the 
navy->'ard  dredger  was  doing  private  work,  and  was  iuterferiiig  with  the  business  of  regu- 
lar dredgers  by  woi  king  at  a  lower  price  than  they  could  afford  to  work,  and  the  navy- 
yard  dredger  was  doing  the  work  at  a  lower  price,  because  its  repairs  and  expenses  were 
paid  at  the  navy-yard.  Mr.  Simmons  sent  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  referred  it  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  and  be  sent  the 
correspondence  to  me.  I  immediately  called  on  the  civil  engineer  for  an  explanation  of  the 
matter.  His  explanation  was  not  satisfactory  to  me,  and  by  direction  of  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  I  ordered  a  board  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  that  board  made  a 
thorough  investigation  of  it,  and  developed  the  fact  that  much  of  the  expense  that  was  put 
upon  that  dredger  was  put  upon  it  here  in  this  yard,  at  the  Government  cost,  and  with  the 
knowledge  and  connivance  of  the  civil  engineer  of  the  yard.  The  report  and  the  entire 
evidence  in  the  case  were  sent  to  Washington,  and  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
four  months  ago,  and  no  action  has  been  taken  on  it  yet.  That  is  the  only  instance  I  can 
recall  now. 

By  Mr.  BURLEiGH : 

Q.  Was  not  the  civil  engineer  suspended  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  notice  was  taken  of  it  7 — A.  No  notice  was  taken  of  it  so  far  as  I  know. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,    when  this  matter  was  char^fed  to  this  civil  engineer  hy  the 
board,  he  went  to  Washington  to  see  abont  it  ? — A.  He  did  not,  at  that  time. 
Q.  Did  he  afterward  ? — A.  He  did  subsequently. 
Q.  Do  you  know  what  he  said  when  he  returned? — A.  I  don't,  except  from  rumor. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  long  he  was  in  Washington  ? — A.  My  impression  is  he  was  there 
two  weeks,  perhaps  longer. 

By  the  CHAIRMAN : 

Q.Have  you  any  use  for  such  an  officer  as  a  civil  engineer  in  your  yard  ? — A,  I  don't  con- 
•Ider  th&t  we  have. 

Q.Heis  one  of  the  officers  that  could  be  dispensed  with  without  any  detriment  to  the  pub- 
lic service!— A.  Yes,  sir;  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  civil  engineers  in 
jvdsisthat  it  is  simply  a  waste  of  money.  We  pay  the  civil  engineer  $3,00U  a  year,  when 
there  is  really  no  engineering  work  that  a  person  of  ffood  common  sense  could  not  perform. 
He  bag  a  clerk,  and  he  is  virtually  the  head  of  the  department  of  yards  and  docks.  If  that 
department  should  shut  up,  everything  would  be  obliged  to  shut  up. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Couldn't  his  duties  be  performed  by  the  constructor,  the  boss  joiner,  and  captain  of  the 
yard?— A.  The  constructor  need  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  the  captain  of  the 
yard  is  already  doing  double  duty,  and  the  constructor  has  ample  wurk  in  his  own  proper 
de{>artment. 

Q.  He  might  have  to  repair  your  docks  t — A.  Yes,  sir,  the  gates. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.Yon  coold  have  his  work  performed  very  well  by  somebody  and  save  that  money  ? — 
A.Yeg,sir;  I  think  that  any  intelligent  naval  officer  (they  are  being  paid  all  the  time) 
eould  perform  the  duties.  I  have  always  advocated  getting  rid  of  the  civil  engineer.  He 
is  a  civil  appointment,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  a  political  one,  too ;  a  head  is  necessary 
limjpij  to  keep  things  running  straight  in  the  department.  A  naval  officer,  say  a  lieutenant 
or  lieatenaDt-commander,  could  take  his  place.  And  as  he  is  on  pay  all  the  time,  there 
would  be  DO  additional  expense,  and  in  my  opinion  the  Govemmeur's  interests  would  be 
niore  honestly  cared  for. 

Q.  Have  you  such  an  officer  as  captain  of  ship-keepers  on  your  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  that  officer  be  dispensed  with  t — ^.  I  should  think  he  could  be  dispensed  with 
aod  substitute  some  one  at  a  less  rate  of  pay.  The  constructor  has  charge  of  the  ship* 
keepers,  for  all  purposes  of  watching  ships,  d^c,  and  has  the  nomination  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  ; 

Q.  Why  does  the  constructor  n^ed  a  captain  of  ship-keepers  ? — A.  It  is  a  kind  of  police 
f<vce,  aod  on  the  same  principle  that  in  the  police  force  of  a  city  there  are  patrolmen,  and 
roQodsmen,  and  sergeants,  and  lieutenants,  captains,  <&c.  We  have,  for  instance,,  here,  I 
will  say,  twelve  ship-keepers :  for  those  twelve  ship-keepers  we  have  a  captain  and  two 
qnarterniau.  The  captain  received  $1.50  a  day.  We  have  twenty-seven  watchman,  who 
are  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  ship-keepers.  They  are  divided  into  three  watches, 
nine  in  a  watch^  and.  even  at  that,  it  is  a  small  force  to  cover  so  large  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory, where  there  are  so  many  hands,  and  such  a  large  water  front  open  for  thieving. 
They  have  three  captains.  It  is  necessary  to  have  some  one  to  oversee  the  watchman 
aod  sbip-keeper.i,  and  seethat  they  are  vigilant  and  on  their  posts  ;  to  go  around  and  visit 
them  daring  the  night,  &,c.  As  a  comparison  between  the  manner  in  which  the  service  of 
one  bureau  is  conducted  and  that  of  another,  I  will  state  that  those  three  captains  receive 
|i75  a  day. 

Q.  They  are  landsmen  ? — A.  Not  always.    8ome  are  sailors  and  soldiers. 

Q.  It  is  mtended  that  a  ship-watchman  tthall  be  a  sailor,  is  it  not? — A.  A  ship-watchman 
ought  to  be  a  sailoi*.  I  have  tried,  as  far  as  I  could,  since  1  have  been  here,  whenever  there 
haa  been  occasion  to  take  one  in,  to  take  a  sailor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  think  that  the  captain  of  ship-keepers  can  be  dispensed  with  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think 
be  can  be  dispensed  with.    My  impression  is  that  there  are  a  captain  and  two  quartermen. 
li  there  is  only  one  quarterman,  I  should  say  that  if  the  captain  of  ship-ket^pers  is  dis- 
^med  wiib,  another  quarter-man  should  be  appointed ;  but  if  there  are  two  quarter-men,  I 
don't  ibink  a  capuin  is  required. 

Q.  Couldn't  the  marines  perform  the  duties  of  ivatchmen,  and  dispense  with  the  watch- 
TM^  entirely  t— A.  I  think  they  could,  under  a  different  system. 

Q.  Doyoukuow  of  any  other  person  using  the  labor  or   property  of  the  Government  for 
weTiBe  and  benefit  of  private  persons,  except  in  the  instance  you  have  mentioned  ? — A.  No, 
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Q.  Do  7011  know  whether  any  of  the  bills  of  one  fiscal  year  are  carried  over  and  paid  oat 
of  the  appropriatioos  for  the  next  succeeding^  year  ?  Have  you  any  orders  on  that  subject  f 
— A.  Yes :  I  know  that  I  have  been  ordered  to  chang^e  the  dates  of  bills,  to  bring  them 
within  the  fiscal  year  for  the  purpose  of  being  paid,  but,  of  course,  I  don't  know  whether 
those  bills  were  paid  out  of  the  money  of  the  fiscal  year  they  were  not  incurred  in  or  Dot. 
The  presumption  is  that  they  were.  The  authority  on  which  bills  are  incurred  is  required  to 
be  indorsed  on  the  bills.  In  one  case  a  set  of  bills  came  back  with  orders  to  make  a  new  set, 
leaving  off  the  indorsement  of  the  authority.  A  set  was  made  out  in  accordance  with  thoM 
orders,  and  that  set  came  back  again  with  orders  to  date  them  subsequently  to  the  Istof  July, 
which  WHS  done. 

Q.  The  changes  required  to  bo  made  by  this  correspondence  were  all  to  adapt  your  ac- 
counts to  the  new  fiscal  year,  were  they  not? — A.  1  presume  so,  sir. 

Q.  When  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year  is  exhausted,  what  course  do  you  take 
about  your  bills  ?  Do  y<>u  issue  certificates  of  indebtedness,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  done  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  money  is  to  the  credit  of  your  yard  here  now  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I 
don't,  except  in  one  department — thedepartnientof  yards  and  docks.  The  allotment  for  that 
department  for  the  fiscal  year  is  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  by  the  chit)f  of 
Bureau,  and  the  commandant  knows  exactly  what  he  has  got  to  run  on  for  the  year,  uid 
regulates  his  expenses  accordingly.  The  department  of  yards  and  docks  is  considered  to  be 
under  the  more  direct  supervision  of  th«  commandant^han  any  other  department. 

Q.  Is  not  the  same  course  pursued  in  the  other  departments  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  other  depart- 
ments make  their  monthly  requisitions  on  the  heads  of  the  bureaus,  and  the  amount  is 
allotted.  I  have  to  do  the  same  in  regard  to  yards  and  docks.  For  instance,  the  Chief 
of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  writes  me  and  says :  "The  amount  of  money  allowed  for 
the  Boston  navy-yard  under  the  head  of  '  repairs  and  preservation  '  for  the  coming  fiscal 
vear  will  be  so  much ;  under  the  head  of  '  general  mainteuance '  it  will  be  so  much.  That 
18  all  the  money  you  will  be  allowed  for-the  fiscal  year."  Then  it  is  left  to  the  commandant 
to  expend  that  money  in  the  most  judicious  manner,  in  such  works  as  have  been  previouxly 
recommended  to  the  bureau.  It  is  not  left  with  the  commandant  to  spend  it  exactly  as  he 
pleases,  but  he  is  to  make  an  annual  statement  to  the  chief  of  bureau  of  what  is  required, 
&c. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  parties  from  whom  your  purchasing  paymaster  pur- 
chases in  open  purchase  pay  him  any  commission  for  favors  accorded  to  them  in  giving 
them  contracts  ?— A.  I  don't  know  that  they  do.    It  is  strictly  piohibited. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  breaking  up  of  the  Virginia  f — A,  No,  sir ;  the 
commencement  uf  the  breaking  up  of  the  Virginia  was  before  I  came  to  the  yard,  bat  the 
work  has  progressed  so  far  that  she  is  useless  without  a  very  heavy  expense. 

Q.  How  long  has  that  vessel  been  at  the  yard  ? — A.  She  has  never  been  launched.  She 
has  been  on  the  stocks  a  great  many  years. 

Q.  When  did  they  commence  tearing  her  down  ?— A.  It  is  over  two  yeaVs  and  a  half  ago, 
because  it  was  begun  before  I  came  here. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  in  tearing  her  down  ? — A.  The  reason  given  for  it,  according  to 
the  records,  was,  that  they  wanted  the  slip  where  she  was  to  build  a  new  ship  in. 

Q.  Have  they  occupied  it  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  ship  since  f — A.  No,  sir ; 
they  have  not  got  rid  of  the  old  one  yet. 

Q.  Two  years  ago,  preceding  the  election,  were  there  not  hand?  employed  here  who  were 
discharged  immediately  after  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  beneficial  to  the  public  to  tear  that  vessel  down  and  get  it  out  of  the 
way  ? — A.  She  is  of  no  earthly  use  as  she  is  now.  Her  room  would  be  better  than  her  com- 
pany. This  expense  could  have  been  saved  by  having  her  torn  down  by  private  persons 
and  giving  them  the  timber,  the  Government  taking  the  metal.  Her  frame  is  of  live-oak, 
and  it  is  as  hard  as  iron.  They  saw  her  up  in  great  blocks.  They  took  a  good  deal  of  the 
planking  off  of  her  decks. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Were  you  at  this  yard  during  the  erection  of  the  timber- bending  machine  f — A.  I  was 
not. 

Q.  Will  you  ascertain  and  give  us  the  particulars  in  regard  to  the  bending-machine  J 
(Contract  and  correspondence  furnished.    See  appendix  to  testimony  taken  at  Boston.) 
Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  benefit  of  that  bending-machine  to  the  Government  ? — A. 
That  is  a  difiicult  question  to  answer.     I  have  never  seen  any  of  the  results  of  its  opera- 
tion, but  my  common-sense  view  of  it  is,  that  a  piece  of  bent  timber  is  not  as  strong  as  a 
piece  of  naturally  curved  timber. 

Q.  Then  you  would  not  consider  it  of  any  benefit  to  the  Government,  would  you  1 — A 
I  should  think  it  was  of  very  little  benefit,  if  any. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  ships  built  by  contract  for  the  Government  f — ^A.  As  a  geix— 
eral  rule  they  are  not  as  well  built  as  ships  built  by  day's  work  in  navy-yards. 
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Q.  Is  it  detriments!  to  the  GoTernnient's  interest  to  have  contract-work  performed  in  the 
nary-yard  where  the  contractor,  has  the  privilejje  of  usinji:  the  tools  and  everything  else  in 
preference T— A.  In  revising  the  answer  to  this  question,  I  would   say  that  reflection  upon 
the  matter  involved  has  caused  me  to  change  my  views  somewhat.     I  think  the  Govem- 
meot  intere^fts  would  suffer  in  a  measure,  for  while  the  work  would  he  supervised  by  Grov- 
eminent  officers,  they  could  not  exercise  the  same  control  over  the  employes  as  if  they  were 
in  Government  employ.    The  use  of  the  tools  and   valuable  machinery  by  them  would  be 
objectionable,  because  they  have  no  interest  in  them,  and  therefore  would  be  indifferent  to 
tbeir  preservation.     If  the  Government  were  doing  work  at  the  same  time,  there  would  in- 
evitably be  clashing  and  jarring,  and  it  would  be  decidedly  objectionable  to  have  contract- 
on'  m«o  roaming  at  will  about  the  yard. 

Q.  Ha«  the  chief  ever  ordered  you  to  receive  timber  or  other  material  that  had  been 
rejected  by  the  constructor  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  received  any 
fuch  orders. 

Q.  Wbnt  was  the  nature  of  the  investigation  regarding  white- oak  knees  at  this  yard 
tboat  two  years  afeo  ? — A.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  an  ouiside  party,  a  citizen,  that  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  knees  in  the  name  of  another  paity,  that  he  had  received  pay 
for  tbooe  knees  from  a  Mr.  Spooner,  who  was  the  receiving  clerk  in  the  construction  de- 
partment, and  that  he  bad  now  brought  in  a  lot  of  knees  which  they  were  trying  to  cheat 
nim  out  of  the  pay  for,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  asked  him  how  it  was  he  got  his  pay 
here  It  the  yard,  when  all  public  bills  were  paid  by  the  paymaster  in  Boston.  He  said  he 
didn't  know  how  it  waw,  only  he  knew  that  he  got  his  money  from  i^poouer.  I  immediately 
called  a  board  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  that  board  went  into  a  thorough  investigation 
of  it,  and  developed  the  fact  that  this  man,  whose  name  was  Jarvis,  had  been  delivering 
knen  in  the  name  of  Matthew  Keeney.  He  testified  that  he  had  paid  Spooner  $500  tor  the 
piirile^  of  delivering  five  hundred  knees.  Spooner  denied  that  statement.  Upon  exam- 
ining ibe  books,  it  wan  found  that  the  bills  on  which  Jarvis  testified  Le  had  received  a  cer- 
tain Dumber  of  dollars,  had  been  made  out  against  the  Government  to  Matthew  Keeney  for 
comiderably  more,  hov  much  I  don*t  remember  now,  than  had  been  paid  to  said  Jarvis. 
The  wbule  transaction  proved  collusion  and  fraud  on  the  part  of  Spconer  and  his  subordi- 
nate in  that  department,  and  immediately  upon  the  completion  of  the  investigation  I  sus- 
pended him  from  duty.  He  was  a  Department  appointee,  and  of  course  I  could  not  dismiss 
itim.  I  sent  the  report  to  Washington,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  man  should  be  im- 
nediately  dismissed.  The  board  also  recommended  that  the  man  should  be  immediately 
dismiflsed,  as  being  unfit  for  the  position,  untrustworthy ;  and  there  the  matter  hung,  I 
don't  know  for  bow  long,  but  a  considerable  time,  and  Mr.  Spooner  never  was  dismissed. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  be  here  now  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  another  man  was  appointed  receiving-clerk,  but  Mr. 
Spooner  was  never  formally  dismissed. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  He  has  never  been  called  since  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  has  not  been  called  since. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Those  knees  were  brought  into  the  yard,  and  they  mast  have  been  inspected  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  fill  a  contract  with  whom?— A.  To  fill  a  contract  with  Matthew  Keeney.  He 
clairoed  that  he  did  not  know  anything  at  all  about  them.  Mr.  Keeney  kept  a  corner  grocery- 
store  here  in  Boston,  and  he  did  not  know  a  ship^s  knee  from  a  bale  of  hay,  but  he  let  his 
Dune  be  used  as  a  contractor,  and  this  man  Jarvis  claimed  that  he  paid  $500  to  Spooner  for 
the  privilege  of  delivering  those  five  hundred  knees,  which  Spooner  denied.  The  whole 
thing  is  on  our  records  here. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  in.stance  ot  that  kind  that  has  come  to  your  knowledge  f — A.  That  is 
tbe  unly  instance  of  that  kind  of  transaction. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  any  articles  received  here  after  Laving  been  rejected  ? — A.  It  is  sometimes  the 
CSM  that  when  articles  do  not  come  full  v  up  to  the  contract,  they  are  received  at  a  reduced 
piice.  That  is  the  case  sometimes  with  timber.  Timber  may  be  a  trifle  short  of  what  the 
contract  calls  for,  but  it  is  good  timber,  and  will  work  in  very  well  for  some  other  purpose, 
uid  in  that  case  it  is  sometimes  received  at  a  deduction. 

Q.  Did  yon  receive  any  communication  from  I.Hanscom  about  23d  October,  1874,  request- 
ing yon  to  approve  requisitions  for  men;  and,  if  so,  will  you  furnish  us  a  copy  t — A.  I  did 
^^^▼esnch  a  letter,  and  will  furnish  •a  copy.  (See  appendix  to  testimony  taken  at 
Boston.) 
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Boston,  Mass.,  March  21,  1876& 
Testimony  of  Commodore  £.  T.  Nichols  resumed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  think  when  we  stopped  last  evening  we  were  talking  about  the  Adams,  and 
about  the  material  supplied  to  Mr.  McKay.     I  see  he  is  to  complete  that  vessel  according  to 
the  contract  for  $184,500,  the  live-oak  timber  to  be  furnished  him  by  the  Government.    Did 
the  Government  furnish  Mr.  McKay  in  the  first  contract  with  any  other  material  except  live- 
oak— his  first  contract  oii  the  Adams  7 — Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  way  :  I  was  directed  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to  furnish  Mr.  McKay  with  such  nutterials  as  be  mirht 
require  in  the  construction  of  the  Adams  and  to  chargfe  those  materials  to  the  account  of  nis 
contract.   Some  time  subsequent,  I  think,  to  the  launching  of  the  vessel,  bills  for  the  eighth 
payment,  as  I  recollect  it,  were  sent  to   me  from  the  bureau,  with  instructions  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  was  safe  f  allow  McKay  anotber  payment  (the  eighth)  under  the  terms  of 
his  contract.    I  had  a  calculation  made  from  the  constructor's  books,  b^  the  naval  con- 
structor, who  was  the  superintendent  of  the  vessel,  of  the  amount  of  material  that  had  been 
furnished  to  Mr.  McKay,  exclusive  of  the  live-oak  frame,  which  amount  I  charged  as  so 
much  money  paid  to  Mr.  McKay  on  his  contract.  After  making  the  necessary  calculations  I 
reported  that  Mr.  McKay  had  already  received  the  eighth  payment  and  a  portion  of  the  ninth, 
and  that  if  the  bureau  was  satisfied  of  McKay's  ability  to  complete  the  vessel  for  the  sum  of 
the  ti^nth  payment  and  gross  reservation,  he  was  entitled  to  $9,465  as  the  cash  portion  of  the 
ninth  installment,  and  to  no  more  until  the  vessel*  is  completed.    Not  long  afterward  the 
bureau  informed  me  that  it  had  approved  a  bill  in  favor  of  McKay,  on  account  of  his  con- 
tract,  amounting  to  $12,000. 

Q.  Well,  had  the  bureau  ordered  each  one  of  the  payments  to  be  made  to  him,  and  the  res- 
ervation also,  leaving  the  matter  of  the  timber  open  for  further  settlement  7 — A.  That  I  could 
not  say,  sir ;  I  can  only  sav  what  my  action  was  in  regard  to  this  communication  from  the 
bureau,  inclosing  these  bills  to  me,  and  that  I  ascertained  that  Mr.  McKay,  according  to 
the  terms  of  his  contract,  had  already  been  paid  beyond  what  the  contract  called  for,  charg- 
ing the  material  he  received  as  so  much  money.' 

Q.  LeavHig  the  material  out,  then  how  was  it  7 — A.  Leaving  the  material  out,  I  think  he 
had  not  been  paid  up  to  the  terms  of  his  contract. 

Q.  How  does  the  contract  stand  to-day  ?  Has  he  been  paid  in  full  f — A.  That  I  could 
not  tell.  That  is  the  only  money  transaction  in  connection  with  the  first  contract  of  the 
Adams  that  came  under  my  supervision  at  all.    - 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  had  any  charge  for  any  extra  work,  or  any  demur- 
rage, caui^ed  by  the  Government  interfering  ? — A.  I  don't  know  personally  that  he  had.  But 
it  was  very  currently  reported,  about  the  time  of  the  launching,  that  Mr.  McKay  had  refused 
to  launch  the  ship,  because  the  launching  was  not  mentioned  in  his  contract,  and  that  he 
was  allowed  $5,000  to  launch  her. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  that  is  true  or  not  7-^A.  No,  sir  ;  I  gave  that  as  the  current 
rumor. 

Q.  From  whom  could  we  obtain  that  information  7  Would  it  be  the  constructor,  or  a 
paymaster,  or  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  I  presume  from  Mr.  McKay  himself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  valme  of  launching  that  vessel  f — A.  No  ;  I  do  not, 
except  that,  from  general  knowledge,  I  should  say  that  $5,000  for  launching  a  ship  of  that 
kind  was  an  extravagant  price  ;  very  extravagant. 

Q.  Would  $4,000  be  an  extravagant  price  ? — A.  I  should  think  so,  sir.  The  preparations 
far  launching  a  merchant-vessel  are  very  much  more  simple  and  inexpensive  than  they  are 
with  our  naval  vessels.     We  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  accidents. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Adams  complied  with  his  contract  in  the  building  of  that 
vessel  f  Has  he  done  all  that  he  contracted  with  the  Government  to  dot  Do  you  know 
anything  about  thatf — A.  No  ;  I  do  not — not  being  the  superintendent. 

Q.  Wlio  WHS  the  inspector  7 — A.  During  the  first  part  of  her  building,  and  nearly  up  to 
the  time  of  her  being  launched,  Naval  Constructor  6amuel  H.  Pook,  the  superintendent 
constructor,  was  inspector.  A  short  time  before  she  was  launched,  Naval  Constructor 
Easby  relieved  him  at  the  yard,  and  became  the  superintendent  constructor;  Assistant  Naval 
Constructor  J.  F.  Hanscom  was  also  superintendent  for  a  short  time. 

Q.  Did  he  use  the  tools  of  your  yard  to  any  extent  in  building  that  vessel,  or  get  tools 
from  you  7 — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  1  know  nothing  of  it.  I  know  nothing  positively 
of  his  having  used  the  tools.  I  was  authorized  to  furnish  tools,  to  be  paid  for  if  uot^returned. 

Q.  Did  lie  have  any  work  done  by  your  uiHchinery  7— A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Did  they  get  out  the  frame  tor  the  vessal  in  the  yard  / — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  frame  was 
got  out ;  I  will  not  say  positively  that  all  of  it  was  got  out ;  but  I  know  that  a  portion  of  it 
was  sawed  out,  for  I  was  at  the  saw -mill  one  day  and  saw  them  at  work. 

Q.  Who  did  that  work  f — A.  The  yard  people  ;•  the  mechanics  of  the  construction  depart- 
ment. 

Q.  Was  that  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  f — A.  I  presume  it  was. 
^  Q.  Has  there  ever  been  any  charge  made  for  that  work  7 — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  oC^ 
sir.     There  may  possibly  have  been. 
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Q.  Your  books  will  show  whom  these  men  were  working^  for,  and  what  they  w^re  doing 
»ch  day  ? — A.  Ye«,  sir.     The  constructor's  books  will  show  that. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Wais  it  claimed  at  the  time  that  the  frame  was  to  be  gotten  out  by  the  Government  t — 

A.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  informing  me  that  the  molds  for  the 

t\oop  of  war  building  at  Portsmouth  wete  to  be  sent  to  this  yard,  and  the  frame  fcr  the 

ftloop  of  Mr.  McKay  was  to  be  got  out  by  the  those  molds.      This  is  implied  authority  for 

tbe  work  being  done  in  the  yard.     Subsequently  an  order  was  received  from  the  bureau 

^irectmg  that  the  men  employed  in  getting  out  this  frame  were  not  to  be  suspended. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  ; 

Q.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  must  have  had  some  orders.    Did  you  have  orders  about 
deUvering  material  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  had  orders  about  delivering  material. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Let  me  ask  whether  the  Government  officers  here  determined  what  sticks  entering  into 
tbe  construction  of  that  vessel  should  properly  be  of  live-oak  f — A.  That  was  specified  in  the 
oontnct,  sir.   The  frame  of  the  vessel — all  that  goes  in  in  the  frame  is  the  ribs  and  stem,  and . 
Item-post,  apron-pieces,  &c. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  jou  know  whether  Mr.  Hanscom  relieved  him  from  doing  any  portion  of  the  work 
ontbisTessel,  that  he  had  contracted  to  do,  or  permitted  its  omission  ^ — A.  I  think  that  Mr. 
Huucom  authorized  the  omission  of  the  makine  of  the  spars. 

Q.  The  spars  would  come  in  the  contract  to  finfsh  ? — A.  The  spars  are  specifically  required 
bj  tbe  second  contract,  but  there  is  something  about  spars  in  the  first. 

Q.  Was  not  that  vessel  docked  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  ? — A.  She  was,  sir. 

Q.  By  whose  order  ? — A.  By  order  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

Q.  Now,  about  what  was  tbe  expense  of  docking  that  vessel  * — A.  I  could  not  say;  the 
eoostmctor  would  be  able  to  give  you  more  accurate  information  upon  that  point  than  I 
could. 

Q.  Is  not  that  part  of  Mr.  McKay's  contract,  to  dock  that  vessel  f — A.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  docking  is  meniioned  in  the  contract,  but  as  he  was  bound  to  finish  the  hull,  and 
laoDched  the  vessel  without  coppering,  the  docking  for  that  purpose  should  be  at  his  expense, 
He  coald  have  coppered  her  on  the  stocks,  with  consent  of  the  Government,  and  saved  the 
expense  of  docking. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Could  it  be  if  he  was  not  bound  to  launch  her  ? — A.  Having  been  launched  without 
coppering,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  dock  her  for  that  purpose. 

By  Mr.  JONES : 

Q.  How  could  he  finish  her  bottom  without  launching  her  ? — A.  McKay  raised  a  point 
^t  furnishing  the  graving  material  for  putting  on  the  bottom.  I  maintained,  as  the  cop- 
poinecame  in  the  original  contract,  by  which  he  was  bound  to  furnish  all  the  material  ex- 
cept the  live-oak  frame,  that  he  was  bound  to  furnish  the  graving  material.  But  in  order  to 
>Toid  delay,  as  the  vessel  was  in  dock,  I  authorized  the  material  to  be  furnished,  and  in- 
lonned  the  bureau. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  It  says  here  in  these  specifications  that  all  material  necessarv  shall  be  furnished  by 
Mr.  McKay,  except  the  live-oak  timber.  Now,  can  Mr.  McKay  build,  equip,  and  fit  the 
nallof  a  sloop  of  war  complete,  without  launching  her  ? — A.  I  should  say  that  he  could,  sir; 
I  lee  no  reason  why  he  should  not. 

Q.  Tbe  building  of  the  hull  of  that  vessel  complete  is  what  is  specified.  Would  it  be 
complete  without  the  copper  ?— A.  Certainly  not. 

Q.  If  he  had  launched  that  vessel  before  he  coppered  her,  whose  would  be  the  expense  of 
wcking  her  for  the  purpose  of  coppering  her  7 — A.  I  should  say  unquestionably,  Mr.  Mc- 
^y'g,  unless  he  was  required  by  the  Government  to  launch  her  before  her  being  coppered  ; 
then  there  might  be  a  question. 

Q.  The  ship  in  the  contract  was  built  to  be.  accepted  by  the  inspector.^  of  the  Govern- 
°^^^    They  were  final,  as  you  understand  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  would  the  Ciovemment  inspectors  ever  have  accepted  that  ship  until  she  had 
^  put  lu  the  water  ?~A.  I  presume  not,  sir. 
H-  lou  would  think  it  was  contrary  to  common  sense ? — A.   Yes,  sir;  she  is  to  be  deliv- 
O^     Qo^erament  afloat— not  on  the  land. 
iJi^*    y?^  ^^^  ^^^^  confident  that  he  must  launch  the  ship  before  the  Government  inspec- 
^  couM  accept  her  t-A.  Unquestionably. 

.WA*?"".'.    ,*^P®^*®  of  building,  fitting,  and  equipping  the  hull  of  a  vessel,  you  under- 
*^*^  that  18  different  from  the  rig^ng  f -^A.  Yes,  sif. 
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Q.  '* Building,  fitting,  and  equipping" — what  would  that  include? — ^A.  That  would  in- 
clude everything  connected  with  the  hull  of  the  vessel  proper,  such  as  hits,  pin-racks,  pin  • 
rails,  and  all  fixtures,  and  the  apartments  for  officera  and  crew. 

Q.  Then,  when  the  ship  was  rigged  after  that,  with  her  rigging  complete,  she  would  be 
ready  for  sea  without  anj  expense  to  the  Government,  would  she  not  ?  Supposing  that  the 
Government  had  made  a  contract  for  the  hull  fitted  and  complete,  and  should  then  have 
made  another  contract  with  other  parties  to  build  the  spars,  and  place  upon  her  the  sails  and 
rigging — complete  rig  and  fit — that  being  done,  what  else  would  the  Government  have  to 
do? — A.  The  Government  would  then  have  to  furnish  the  stores  and  outtitH  for  the  vessel. 

Q.  I  put  in  the  sails.  — A.  It  might  be  a  question  whether  or  not  the  hull  would  include 
the  completion  and  thorough  equipment  ot  the  bull;  whether  that  would  include  boats. 
There  might  be  a  question  upon  the  contract. 

Q.  Would  not  that  be  governed  by  the  usages  in  that  respect? — A.  I  presume  it  would  be 
governed  by  the  common  usages  in  contracting  for  building  ships  for  sea — fitting  ships  for 
merchants. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  common  practice  is  in  merchant-ships? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 
I  have  never  seen  a  contract  for  building  a  merchant- vessel. 

Q.  The  contract  for  a  merchant-vessel  would  be  to  build  a  ship  and  bull,  and  spars,  and 
sails,  and  rigging,  ready  for  seat — A.  Yes,  sir. 

IF  Q.  Would  or  would  not  that  include  boats  ? — A.  I  should  presume  that  it  would  include 
boats  under  those  circumstances. 

Q.  Now,  here  is  another  clause  in  this  which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to.  It  says  that 
the  vensel  **  shall  be  built  in  all  respects  in  accordance  with  the  specifications  and  drawings 
hereto  annexed,  and  which  are  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  contract,  and  are  to  govern  the 
parties  hereby  contracting,  as  truly  as  it  they  were  incorparated  in  this  instrument.  Nor  is 
the  omission  of  any  detail  therein,  or  object  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  spirit  and  in- 
tent of  this  agreeoient  to  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  United  States.  "  What  would  be  your 
construction  of  that? — A.   That  it  would  cover  all  contingencies,  I  should  say. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  The  expression  •'  to  build,  equip,  and  fit  the  hull  '* — would  you  say  that  that  included 
the  coppering  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  the  specifications  themselves  were  silent  upon  the  subject  of  coppering  f — A. 
There  would  be  a  distinction  betweeu  the  merchant  service  and  the  naval  service.  We 
always  copper  our  ships  before  sending  to  sea,  rarely  on  the  stocks,  but  more  frequently 
docking  them  after  launching.  In  the  merchant  service  I  believe  the  rule  is  never  to  cop- 
per until  they  have  run  her  a  voyage  or  so. 

Q.  In  point  of  fact,  who  did  copper  this  vessel? — A.  Mr.  McKay  coppered  her. 

Q.  Then  he  construed  it  to  be  a  part  of  his  duty.  Who  paid  for  the  dock  f — A.  It  waa  the 
navy-yard  dock. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  anything  for  the  use  of  the  dock  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Could  sne  be  properly  coppered  upon  the  stocks  before  launching? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1 
should  say  that  she  could.  But  an  objection  to  coppering  on  the  stocks  is  the  danger  of  in- 
juring the  copper  in  launching. 

Q.  Could  Mr.  McKay  afford  to  pay  the  extra  expenses  of  docking  rather  than  to  copper  on 
the  stocks  f — A.  Well,  that  I  could  not  say,  sir.  That  would  be  a  financial  question  for  Mr. 
McKay  to  consider. 

Q.  You  could  give  some  idea  of  it,  whether  the  risks  to  the  copper  would  be  so  great  that 
he  had  better  pay  the  expense  of  docking  than  copper  on  the  stocks.  Would  you  think  it 
wise  always  to  put  the  vessel  into  the  water  to  ascertain  whether  she  was  tight  before  the 
copper  was  put  upon  her  ? — A.  I  should  say  it  was  necessary  to  do  so. 

Q.  If  he  was  bound  to  copper  the  vessel,  and  so  interpreted  his  contract,  you  would  say 
that  he  was  bound  to  launch  the  vessel  at  his  own  expense  ? — A.  Most  unquestionably,  sir, 
and  to  copper  her  at  his  own  expense,  and  I  think  you  will  find  in  that  correspondenoe 
there,  something  bearing  upon  that  very  point. 

By  Mr.  MiLLh : 

Q.  Well,  now,  what  is  the  contract  for  finishing  the  Essex  ana  the  Adams?  Have  you  a 
copy  of  the  second  contract  for  the  completion  of  the  Essex  and  the  Adams,  and  will  you  be  so 
kind  as  to  furnish  it  to  the  committee  f — A.  1  have  a  copy  here  in  mv  hand,  but  I  wish  to 
say  that  it  is  not  certified  to.  I  should  prefer  comparing  it  myself  personally  with  the 
original. 

Q.  You  will  revise  your  testimony  after  we  have  got  it  written  out  for  you. — A.  This, 
which  I  now  hand  you,  I  believe  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original.     (Contract  read.) 

Q.  Now,  as  those  two  vessels  are  exactly  of  the  same  dimensions  in  every  respect,  why  i» 
the  difference  made  in  the  price  of  finisliing  those  two  vessels  afler  the  hulls  have  been 
made  ? — A.  The  constructor  is  the  person  to  get  all  this  information  from. 

Q.  I  will  withdraw  that  question.  I  will  ask  you  further,  commodore,  do  you  know,  At 
any  time  during  the  progress  of  that  second  contract,  whether  Mr.  McKay  was  relieved 
from  the  performance  of  any  part  of  bis  stipulations — was  anything  omitted  on  that  vessel 
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t\iat  was  contracted  to  be  pat  upon  her— the  Adams  or  the  Essex,  either  or  botli  ? — A.  My  ini 
pT^ssion  is  that  there  were  exceptions  made  ;  but  I  cannot  state  from   memory  what  they 

Q.  Would  your  constractor  be  posted  in  repfard  to  those  matters  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  because 
Vie  was  the  superintendent,  and  had  the  carrying  out  of  all  the  orders  for  any  changes  that 
mi^ht  be  authorized. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  have  the  correspondence  relating-  to  the  work  on  the  Essex  and  the 
iduns. — A.  I  will  make  a  memorandum  of  it,  and  procure  it  for  you. 

Q.  In  contests  that  would  arise  between  the  naval  constructor  and  the  contractor,  w-ere 
theyTisuaily  referred  to  you  to  decide  between  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  your  decisions  referred  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau  at  Washington  ? — A.  Some- 
tiroes  they  were.  But  I  could  not  say  that  they  were  in  all  cases.  What  was  done 
privately  outside  of  my  office  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Will  you  state  that  in  the  decisions  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  that  were  had  from 
Washington,  he  generally  sustained  the  contractor,  or  otherwise  7 

Q.  I  ask  whether  he  uniformly  decided  questions  referred  to  him  in  favor  of  the  contractor. 
It  b&s  been  stated  that  he  did. — A.  That  I  should  not  be  able  to  answer  positively,  with- 
out first  looking  over  the  correspondence,  because  I  might  make  a  mistake.  If  the  com- 
mittee are  willing,  I  would  perfer  to  look  over  the  correspondence  bearing  upon  that  sub- 
ject before  answering. 

(Correspondence  furnished.) 

Q.  Then  we  will  leave  that  subject.  I  ask  you  now  if  you  know  anything  about  the 
breaking  up  of  two  iron-clad  monitors  here,  since  you  have  been  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  more  that  have  been  broken  up  i — A.  I  do  not  personally. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  sales  of  any  vessels  that  have  been  made  at  this  yard  1 — A.  Yes,  the 
Shawnee  and  the  Wassuc 

Q.  What  became  of  the  plating  and  machinery  of  the  Miantonomob  f — A.  That  was  sent 
U)  John  Roach,  after  I  came  here. 

Q.  There  were  two  other  vessels  besides  that  were  ordered  to  be  broken  up  7 — A.  Yes, 
sir;  two  others  were  ordered  to  be  broken  up,  and  are  still  in  process  of  being  broken  up. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Then  there  are  three  such  vessels  since  you  have  been  here  T — A.  No ;  I  testified  pretty 
fally  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  iron  of  the  Miantonomob  being  carried  away.  The^e  are 
two  other  vessels.  I  know  nothing  about  the  Miantonomob  except  her  being  towed  away. 
It  was  all  done,  except  the  removal  of  the  iron  and  her  being  towed  away,  before  I  came. 
The  two  v^sels  alluded  to  are  the  Wassuc,  what  was  called  a  light-draught  monitor,  and 
the  Shawnee. 

Q.  Now  about  the  sales  of  vessels  ? — A.  Some  time  ago,  possibly  a  year  or  more,  those 
two  ressels,  the  Wassuc  and  the  Shawnee,  were  advertised  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  by 
order  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  They  were  so  advertised,  and  the  auction 
was  held  here  in  the  yard,  and  the  vessels  were  bid  off  by  a  Mr.  Nat.  McKay,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken.  The  prices  for  which  they  were  sold  I  do  not  remember.  The  percentage  of  the 
parcbase-money  was  deposited,  according  to  regulation,  or  law,  in  the  shape  ot  a  check, 
with  the  paymaster  of  the  yard. 

(^.  How  much  was  that,  commodore  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  30  per  cent.,  sir. 

Q.  That  would  amount  to  |I3,000? — A.  The  vessels  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser 
vitbiii,  I  think,  twenty  days  after  the  confirmation  of  the  sale  by  the  bureau.  When  the 
sale  was  confirmed  by  the  bureau,  (which  was  some  considerable  time  after  the  sale  was 
made,  I  think  about  a  fortnight,)  I  understood  that  the  purchaser  declined  to  fulfill  his 
bargain,  on  account  of  the  delay  that  had  been  made  in  the  delivery.  At  any  rate,  the  ves- 
seU  were  never  delivered  to  any  one ;  and.  without  being  positive  of  it,  my  impression  is 
that  the  paymaster  of  the  yard  still  holds  the  check  for  the  percentage.  That  is  all  there  is 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  the  vessels. 

^.  What  were  the  terms  of  the  delivery  7  You  had  them  sold  under  your  order  ? — A. 
Yea,  sir  The  terms  were  30  per  cent.,  I  think,  down,  and  the  balance  on  removal  of  ves 
sels,  within  twenty  days  of  confirmation. 

Q.  Were  the  parties  to  receive  them  as  they  were,   as  they  lay  by  the  wharf  here  7 — A. 
Y«,  sir;  except   that  the  guns  and  navy  anchors  and  chains   were  to  be  removed — and 
boats. 

Q.  It  required  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  except  to  tell  them,  "There  is 
jour  vessel:  take  her." — A.  That  is  all,  sir  ;  a  week  might  possibly  have  been  required  to 
remove  guns,  &c. 

Q.  Did  you  do  that  ? — A.  No.  The  sale  had  to  be  confirmed  in  Wpshington.  I  had  no 
wthority  to  deliver  them  until  confirmed. 

Q.  It  was  confirmed,  was  it  not  7— -A.  Yes,  sir ;  my  recollection  is  that  it  was  confirmed,  and 
'hat  the  purchaser  declined  to  comply  with  his  part  of  the  bargain,  because  the  Government 
had  uade  so  long  a  delay  in  confirming  the  sale.  1  think  it  was  beyond  twenty  days  before 
'^'^as  confirmed. 

^.  Did  you  make  the  report  of  the  sale  directly  to  the  Navy  Department? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
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Q.  Was  there  any  delay  in  the  confirmation  of  the  sale  from  the  Navy  Department  ? — A. 
The  delay  was  there  if  anywhere. 

Q.  Was  it  that  the  sale  was  to  be  confirmed  within  twenty  days  ? — A.  The  vessels  were 
to  be  removed  within  twenty  days  after  confirmation.  They  had  on  board  of  them  at  the 
time  they  were  sold,  guns  and  carria^s  in  the  turrets,  and  it  would  have  taken  some  time 
to  have  gotten  those  guns  and  carriages  out  of  the  turrets,  and  the  delay  in  delivering 
them,  after  the  sale  was  confirmed,  was  to  enable  us  to  take  those  guns  and  carriages  out, 
as  I  understood. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  you  took  them  out;  or  did  you  take  them  out  at  all?— A. 
We  did  not  take  them  out  until  the  vessels  were  turned  over  to  the  parties  who  are  now 
breaking  them  up. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  your  orders  to  break  theifi  up  or  to  turn  them  over  ? — A. 
From  the  chief  or  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

Q.  You  were  ordered  to  destroy  those  vessels  and  what  to  do  with  the  material  T — A.  The 
material — the  iron,  copper,  composition, &c.,  belonged  to  the  Government,  and  was  to  be 
stored  here  in  the  navy-yard.  A  question  came  up  in  regard  to  the  wooden  part  of  the  ves- 
sels, which  I  referred  to  the  bureau,  and  the  bureau  decided  that  the  wood  entering  into 
the  construction  of  the  vessel  might  be  taken  by  the  contractor,  as  it  had  been  done  in  for- 
mer  cases  of  breaking  up. 

Q.  Did  they  give  the  contractors  the  wood  T — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q    For  what  consideration  ?— A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Tlie  Government  paid  all  the  expenses  of  breaking  up  the  vessel  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  contractor  do  that  f — A.  The  contractors  were  to  break  up  the  vessel.  The 
Government  paid  them  $6  a  ton  for  the  iron  taken  off  of  the  vessel ;  and  that  was  all  the 
Government  paid  them, for  breaking  up  the  vessel,  and  then  the  Government  gave  them  the 
%ood. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  iron  and  metal  taken  off  t— A.  That  was  stored  in  the  navy-yard. 
As  it  came  off  of  the  vessel  it  was  carted  and  piled  by  itself,  not  very  far  froqi  this  building. 

Q.  Is  it  there  now  f — A.  Yes,  sir.     What  has  been  taken  off  is  there  now. 

Q.  They  have  not  shipped  any  of  it  off? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  orders  to  ship  it,  any  of  it  ? — A.  I  have  orders  to  ship  it  to  William  Cramp 
&,  Sons,  when  they  call  for  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  efficiency  of  those  vessels  at  the  time  you  commenced  to  destroy  them  ? 
— A.  Their  motive-power  I  believe — bailers  and  engines — was  in  good  serviceable  condi- 
tion. The  vessels  themselves,  so  far  as  I  know,  were  in  serviceable  condition.  They  re- 
quired docking,  and  cleaning,  and  painting,  and  possibly  might  have  needed  some  slight 
repairs. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  machinery, engines, and  boilers? — A.  The  engines,  boilers,  and 
nil  the  appurtenances,  with  the  exception  ot  some  small  separate  pumping-eiigiues  and  blow- 
ing-engines and  so  forth,  which  we  took  out  before  the  sale,  were  sold. 

Q.  You  mean  pumps  and  fans  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  mean  the  fans.  I  don't  think  the  fans 
were  taken  out. 

Q.  They  were  taken  out  before  it  was  sold.  What  did  you  do  with  the  engines  and  boil- 
ers i — A.  The  engines  and  boilers  proper  of  the  vessel  were  sold  to  a  Mr.  Dole,  I  think  his 
name  4s.  My  impression  is  that  he  was  a  partner  with  Mr.  Powers  in  the  contract  for  the 
breaking  up  of  the  vessel. 

Q.  Were  those  sold  at  private  sale  ? — A.  I  don't  know  any  thing  about  the  sale  except  that 
I  was  informed,  from  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  that  the  boilers  and  engines  had 
been  sold  to  this  person,  for  I  think  $10,000,  and  that  tlie  proceeds  were  to  go  toward  pay- 
ing Powers  &.  Co.  for  breaking  up  the  vessel ;  and  if  there  was  any  money  left  after  paying 
them  it  was  to  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury. 

Q.  The  whole  of  the  proceeds  of  the  vessel,  then,  were  given  to  the  parties  for  destroying 
her,  were  they  ?  They  gave  them  the  timber  and  then  the  machinery  for  destroying  them . 
Was  that  the  idea? — A.  The  machinery  was  sold  for  $10,000. 

Q.  To  a  partner  of  the  man  that  broke  her  up  ? — A.  I  will  not  say  that  he  is ;  but  mv  im- 
pression is  that  he  is.  But,  at  any  rate,  the  letter  which  informed  me  of  the  sale  of  nia- 
ehinery  to  this  man,  also  stated  that  the  proceeds  were  to  be  used  in  the  payment  to  Powers 
&.  Co.  for  breaking  the  vessels  up. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  much  of  that  went  to  their  payment,  or  whether  that  paid  the 
whole  of  the  debt  or  not? — A.  That  cannot  be  ascertained,  sir,  until  the  work  is  complete. 

Q.  They  were  to  have  $6  a  ton  for  the  iron  taken  off? — A.  The  Government  was  to  pay 
them  $6  a  ton  for  breaking  up  the  hull  of  the  vessel ;  and  this  iron  as  it  came  off  of  the  vessel 
was  to  be  taken  and  weighed  on  yard  scales,  under  our  own  superintendence,  and  for  every 
ton  of  iron  they  delivered  they  were  to  receive  $6. 

Q.  Was  the  machinery  to  be  weighed  too? — A. No,  sir;  the  machinery  was  sold  in  the 
lump. 

Q.  For  removing  it  from  the  vessel,  were  they  to  have  so  much  a  ton  for  that  ? — A.  No^ 
sir.  When  the  machinery  was  sold  for  $10,000,  it  belonged  to  the  party  who  bought  it.  ^ 
They  were  to  take  it  out  at  thtir  own  expense. 
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Q.  Where  does  this  man   Dole  live  f— A.  I  donU  know,  sir.     But  I  could  ascertain.  I 
think. 

Q.  Where  was  the  machinery  sent  t — A.  That  I  don't  know,  sir.   It  is  bein^  taken  out  of 
the  yard  eyery  daj  now,  a  portion  of  it.     I  don*t  know  what  process  tbej  have  made  ;  but 
1  think  they  have  made  considerable  prof^ress  in  taking  it  apart  and  taking  out  the  iron. 
Here  is  the  letter.  [Mr.  Harris  reads  the  letter.]    The  payment  of  the  money  is  between  Mr. 
Bole,  the  man  to  whom  the  machinery  was  sold,  and  Powers  &  Co.,  the  parties  who  were 
bresking  up  the  vessels.     There  are  two  distinct  things.  Powers  &  Co.  have  a  contract  or 
igreement,  or  an  order  to  break  up  those  monitors ;  that  comes  from   the  Bureau  of  Con- 
strnction;  and  they  are  to  receive  f6  a  ton  for  breaking  them  up.    While  the  vessels  were  in 
procoa  of  being  broken  up.  the  question  came  up  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  ma- 
chinery ;  who  was  to  take  that  'out  of  the  vessel,  and  at  whose  expense  it  was  to  be  done, 
or  somethiog  of  that  kind ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  and 
this  18  the  letter  in  answer  to  the  reference. 

Q.  It  appears  that  one  order  was  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  one  from  the  Bu- 
rwn  of  Steam-Engineering  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  did,  on  the  letter,  the  parties  that^bought  the  engines  pay  the  money  over  to  that 
bareao?— A.  No,  sir.  The  wording  of  the  order  is  this:  That  the  oflfer  of  John  Dole  to 
t&ke  the  machinery  of  the  two  monitors,  Wassuc  and  Shawnee,  as  it  now  stands  in  the  ves- 
sels, for  $10,200,  is  accepted,  and  you  will  please  deliver  it  to  him,  the  amount  to  apply  on 
the  contract  for.  cutting  up  the  vessels. 

Q.  NW,  has  Mr.  Dole  ever  paid  for  the  vessels? — A.  Not  to  the  Oovemment.  He  pays 
Powers  &  Co. 

Mr.HARBis.  They  probably  are  partners  in  both  transactions.     If  they  are,  then  the  con- 
tract is  all  right.     *'  You  are  to  take  the  machinery  at  $10,000  ;  you  are  to  be  allowed  $6  a 
ton  for  catting  up,"  and  one  is  to  apply  upon  the  other,  and  if  they  are  equal,  then  that* 
is  a  settlement. 

Kr.  Burleigh.  But,  provided  that  Mr.  Dole  takes   the  machinery  and  agrees  to  give 
SlO,2UO,  and  they  fail  to  comply  and  cut  up  these  vessels,  and  only  cut  up  $3,000  worth  and 
then  qnif,  it  looks  to  mo  as  though  they  have  no  right  to  make  any  contract  of  that  kind, 
provided  Powers  &  Co.  fail  to  get  out  $10,200  in  amount  at  $6  a  ton. 

TheWiTifESS.  That  is  provided  for  in  the  order  here,  in  this  way:  **  The  amount  to 
tpplj  on  the  contract  for  cutting  up  the  vessels,  and  if  any  balance  remains  due  (i.  c.  if  there 
isaoj  balance  of  this  $10,000  after  the  vessels  are  cut  up,)  the  same  to  be  deposited  with  the 
pnjmaster  of  the  United  States  Navv  at  Boston,  and  inform  the  bureau  how  mueh  was  ap- 
pliedoDthe  contract,  and  how  much  deposited."' 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Going  back  to  where  we  were  yesterday,  I  want  to  ask  you  about  how  many  men  you 
^k  on  preceding  the  election  for  Congress  on  November  3,  1874,  in  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October,  under  orders  of  the  bureau  at  Washington. 

Mr.  Harrls,  (interposing  another  subject.)  The  $6  a  ton  applies  to  all  metals  taken  off — 
copper,  iron,  and  everything  else. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir ;  I  presume  so.  I  just  had  my  hand  on  the  very  letter  itself  from 
tb«  boreau,  which  explained  the  whole  thing.  Here  is  the  beginning  of  it.  Here  is  the 
l>ureaa's  letter  to  me,  and  my  reply. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Now  how  many  men  were  employed  in  your  yard  under  orders  from  the  bureau  during 
tbose  months  of  September  ^nd  October,  1874  ? — A.  As  per  statement  of  the  naval  con- 
itrnctor  there  were  586. 

Q.  Was  there  anv  necessity  to  the  public  service  for  the  employment  of  those  hands  7 — A. 
I  Jid  not  consider  that  there  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  cost  to  the  Government  of  the  employment  of  those  hands,  the  entire 
co*«tY~A.  That  is  a  sum  in  arithmetic  that  would  bother  the  lightning  calculator. 

Q-  How  much  did  you  pay  them  a  day,  each  hand  t — A.  The  lowest  rate  of  wages  was 
U  a  day,  for  laborers.  I  suppose  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  the  average  of  all  employed 
VM  1*2.75  to  $3,  taking  the  higher  rates  with  the  lowest 

Q.  Now  make  your  general  average,  from  the  time  you  employed  those  hands  until  they 
»we  diacharged.  and  what  will  you  say  was  the  cost  incurred  by  the  Government  by  reason  of 
thwr  eaip\oymeat  T    You  remember  what  your  pay-roll  was  daily  ?     Do  you  remember  what 
yoar  constractor  reported  your  pay-roll  to  be  daily  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  our  payrolls  are  not  re- 
plied dw\y,  on\y  semi-monthly. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  he  estimated  when  called  upon  by  tl\e  Department,  in  order  to 
laow  how  much  it  would  take  to  pay  your  pay-rolls  daily  t — A.  I  would  explain  that  that 
increm  of  b86  men  that  is  specified  there  was  not  an  increase  all  at  one  time,  but  it  came 
"^M    M*^'^'  «>  ^^^t  the  coat  per  day  was  varying. 

'•  ****-^»  That  is  the  reason  why  I  asked  you  to  make  an  average. 

ByMr.HAEuis: 

ttot  the  pay-rolls  in  the  department  show  exactly   he  increase  t— A^  Th#  pay. 
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rolls  in  the  department  are  made  semi-monthly.  The  pay-days  are  the  10th  and  25th  of 
each  month,  and  the  pay-rolls  are  made  up  to  the  15th  and  the  30th.  Those  pay-rolls  woald 
show  the  total  amount  for  the  half-month,  and  by  dividing  by  the  namber  of  days,  of  course 
it  would  show  the  average  per  day. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Here  in  this  book  Mr.  Easby  reports  the  daily  pay-roll  as  $1,250. — A.  We  had  dis- 
charged a  great  many  men  at  that  time,  I  think. 

Q.  Approximate  as  near  as  you  can  to  what  the  cost  was  to  the  Government  by  reason  of 
the  employment  of  those  men.  You  knorw  about  the  time  they  were  discharged.  Make  an 
average. — A.  Well,  sir,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  so  without  access  to  the  pay- 
rolls, because  sometimes  we  would  discbarge  fifty  men  a  day,  and  sometimes  forty,  and 
sometimes  ten. 

Q.  But  did  you  not  commence  discharging  until  the  5th  f — A.  We  commenced  discharg- 
ing on  the  5th  of  November. 

Q.  You  discharged  very  rapidly  then  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  reduced  the  force  down  as  fast  as 
we  could.  I  don^  know  how  I  could  make  an  approximation.  It  would  be  nothing  more 
than  a  guess,  and  I^  being  under  oath,  would  rather  be  more  positive  than  a  simple  guess. 
The  only  way  to  get  at  it,  as  I  think,  would  be  to  take  the  semi-monthly  pay-rolls,  and  aver- 
age the  principal  time. 

Q.  Could  you  get  that  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  duplicates  of  the  rolls  are  here. 

Mr.  Mills.  We  would  like  them. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

.  Q.  In  that  semi-monthly  pay-roll  you  would  fiud  the  clerks  and  the  organization  that 
obtains  here  all  the  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  would  take  a  nice  calculation  on  the  part  of  the  officers  7 — A.  There  are  men 
here  all  the  time. 

Q.  It  would  be  easy  to  go  to  the  pay-rolls  and  see  how  many  were  taken  on  at  this  time, 
and  then  how  many  were  discharged  after  the  election  ?— A.  You  want  the  pay-rolls  for 
labor  for  September  and  October. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  I  asked  the  question.  How  many  men  did  you  take  in  under  orders  from  the  Depart- 
ment during  those  two  months  ? — A.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  think  they  are  duplicating  me  here  a  good  deal.  Things  that  I  told  about  yester- 
day they  make  me  tell  over  again.  ^ 

Mr.  Mills.  Yesterday  I  remember  that  you  went  over  this  ground  ;  but  I  wanted  to  get 
the  exact  amount. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  these  extra  men  were  employed  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  say  how  all 
of  them  were  employed.  I  can  only  say  that  I  took  advantage  of  the  influx  of  laboring 
people  into  the  yard  to  do  a  good  deal  of  cleaning  up,  what  we  call  policing,  piling  up 
timber  and  stuff  that  was  lying  around  loose,  which  was  not  a  work  of  necessity  nor  a 
work  of  importance,  but  added  to  the  neat  appearance  of  the  yard  ;  and  I  took  advantage 
of  the  labor  to  do  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  large  amount  of  heavy  timber  which  required  to  be  piled  up ;  any 
large  amount  of  live-oak  timber? — A.  There  was  a  large  amount  of  live  oak  timber  here*: 
but  my  impression  is  that  most  of  it  had  been  piled  before  this  great  influx  of  laborers  took 
place. 

Q.  You  have  given  the  opinion  that  the  Government  did  not  require  that  labor  at  the 
tlmef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  it  was  not  required  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  to  the  Department  at  Washington  your  views  upon  that  sub- 
ject ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  just  obeyed  orders  ? — A.  My  business  was  to  obey  orders,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  charges  made  in  the  Boston  Herald  that  a  great  many  supernumeraries  were 
employed,  and  that  half  a  dozen  men  would  be  used  to  lift  a  stick,  to  lift  which  only  two 
were  necessary.  What  have  you  to  say  in  regard  to  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  I  know  that 
ou  one  occasion  I  watched  from  my  office-window  and  saw  three  or  four  men  standing  by 
a  loaded  cart ;  I  watched  them  for  some  considerable  time.  They  were  doing  nothing  but 
talking;  and  I  went  out  of  my  office  and  walked  around  by  the  road,  (it  was  some  ]i>0 
yards,  perhaps,)  to  get  to  this  place  where  the  men  were,  and  as  I  approached  them  they  saw 
me  and  began  to  scatter ;  and  I  called  to  them  to  stop,  and  asked  them  what  they  were 
doing.  They  said  they  were  waiting  for  a  rope  to  tie  this  load  on.  I  asked  them  if  anybodjr 
had  gone  for  a  rope.  They  said  no,  that  there  had  not  anybody  gone  for  it,  but  they  wer« 
waiting  for  a  rope,  nevertheless.  So  I  took  the  four  and  marched  them  down  with  me  to  th 
clerk*s  office  of  the  construction  department,  to  have  their  names  taken  down  and  send  tbes 
out  of  the  yard  and  discharge  them.  On  my  way  down,  which  was  only  a  short  distan 
one  of  them  slipped  me,  and  I  only  succeeded  in  getting  down  there  with  three;  and  wh^ 
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1  CAme  to  coQDt  over  the  three,  I  foand  that  one  of  them  was  an  interloper  that  had  stepped 

\n  in  place  of  one  of  the  culf  rits.     On  the  way  down  a  culprit  had  stepped  out  and  this  one 

stepped  in,  on  information  that  they  were  being  taken  down  there  to  be  employed.     So  that  I 

only  SQccc«ded  in  bagging  two  out  of  the  four,  and  those  two  I  dischargeo.     The  other  two 


Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  men  being  employed  hereunder  the  name  of  carpenters  or  black- 
smUbs  or  artisans  who  didn't  understand  those  trades  ? — A.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge 
ot  it  at  all. 

Q.  Ii  that  your  impression — that  men  were  brought  here  under  the  name  of  carpenters, 
&c,  who  oidn't  understand  that  kind  of  business  f — A.  It  could  only  be  an  impression  from 
beiiisay. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  have'  some  pretty  distinct  idea  about  it  ? — A.  I  had  an  idea  that  there 
vas  a  good  deal  of  imposition  and  many  worthless  men  were  employed;  and  I  have  no 
(ionbt  there  was  much  skulking  and  loafing. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  all  the  men  taken  on  had  to  be  taken  on  with  your  approval  7 — A.  Yes, 
»ir. 

Q.  So  that  if  the  recommendation  came  for  certain  men,  or  you  were  to  employ  certain 
men, you  ordered  them  put  upon  the  roll? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Tou  receive  instructions  from  the  Department  at  Washington  giving  you  the  names 
of  the  men  to  be  employed  in  any  instances  f — A.  In  some  instances  I  did. 

Q.  Now,  what  parties  did  you  come  in  contact  wi^  in  the  putting  in  of  those  men  7  Who 
applied  to  you,  or  who  brought  the  names  to  you  or  insisted  upon  their  being  employed  ? — 
A.  There  was  no  iosistance  at  all  practiced  upon  me  personally.  The  heads  of  departments 
make  ont  the  lists  of  the  men — what  is  called  a  requisition  for  the  men.  They  make  the 
lists  themselves.  They  send  the  lists  to  me  or  bring  them  to  me  for  appoval,  and  if  I  know 
oothiofr  against  any  of  the  men — do  not  know  them  to  be  improper  or  bad  workmen  or  any- 
thiogof  toe  kind — my  duty  is  simply  to  approve  those  requisitions. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  here  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  you  appoint  upon  recommendation  of  the  heads  of  bureaus  here  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  how  did  they  eet  instructions  to  take  on  the  extra  men,  or  recommend  thorn  ? — 
A.  Any  instructions  to  take  on  men  would  come  through  me. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  such  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Frona  whom  7 — A.  From  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  the  Chief  of  the 
BaresQ  of  Steam-Engi  neering  and  Secretary. 

Q-  Have  you  those  instructions  in  writing? — A.  Yes  ;  all  official  instructions  are  on  rec- 

Q<  Will  yon  furnish  the  committee  with  them  for  inspection,  and  then  have  copies  of 
them  made,  if  they  desire  f — A.  Certainly,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  members  of  Congress,  or  candidates  for  Congress  at  thift  period,  appeared 
^  the  scene,  if  any  t — A.  None  of  them  ever  came  near  me,  sir  ;  I  never  saw  one. 

By  Mr.  Milla  : 

Q.  Were  you  ordered  to  retain,  since  you  have  been  here,  any  clerks  that  you  had  no 
■ecesaity  for,  whether  you  had  the  funds  to  pay  them  or  not  ?— A.  Not  clerks,  I  think,  sir, 
itecaose  they  are  salaried ;  as  a  general  rule,  they  are  salaried. 

Q- 1  think  I  find  that  you  recorded  the  suspension  of  certain  writers  here  because  you  had 
BO  foods  to  pay  them  ;  but  at  the  instance  of  certain  parties  you  have  been  ordered  to  re- 
tun  them.  I  want  to  know  if  they  are  necessary  to  the  public  service  t — A.  Can  you  refer 
neto  the  particular  place  7  It  may  have  been  that  in  some  instances  I  may  have  done  it  ou 
ftceoQDt  of  the  shortness  of  funds,  f  Witness  r^ads  order  of  March  18, 1874,  from  the  Sec- 
Wary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  original  appointment  of  George  W.  Wood  as  writer.]  Here  is  a 
l^ter  from  myself  in  regard  to  Mr.  Wood,  dated  April  17,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stat- 
ing Uiat  the  funds  of  that  department  are  so  reduced  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  Mr.  Wood, 
Qnleis  some  other  person,  probably  more  competent,  is  discharged  to  make  room  for  him  ; 
that  there  are  no  other  vacancies  existing  in  any  other  departments  of  the' yard,  and  that  I 
UD  informed  that  he  cannot  be  employed  beneficially  to  the  service ;  and  that  I  have  or* 
^T«d  bis  suspension  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Department  is  made  known.  On  the  first 
^er  bia  name  was  simply  enrolled ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  lack  of  funds  he  wa6  not  put 
on  for  pay. 

(Reads:) 

"  September  19,  1874. 

**By  direction  of  the  Department,  George  W.  Wood  will  be  re-appointed  as  writer  in  the 
iwd,  imder  your  command. 

"  ISAIAH  HANSCOM." 

^W  mnii  have  been  in  consequence  of  a  suspension. 

**  December  19,  1874. 

"  ^3  ^tctlion  of  the  Department,  George  W.  Wood  will  be  employed  as  writer  in  the  yard 

"  ISAIAH  HANSCOM." 
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That  mast  have  been  after  another  snspension. 

Here  is  an  order  September  19  to  re-appoint  George  W.  Wood,  and  December  19,  three 
mouths  afterward,  there  was  an  order  that  he  be  employed  as  a  writer  in  the  yard.  Within 
that  three  months  he  most  have  been  suspended  ag^in,  under  general  instructions  for  reduc- 
tion. 

That  is  all  that  I  find  in  this  book  in  regard  to  Mr.  Wood.  That  kind  of  order  is  con- 
stantly making  trouble. 

Q.  Were  Mr.  Wood's  services  required  here  in  this  department  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't 
think  that  they  were  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Was  he  competent  for  the  business  lie  was  employed  upon  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  of 
him  personally.  Those  people  do  not  come  in  contact  with  me ;  but  I  have  a  recollection 
or  impression  that  Mr.  Easby  informed  me  that  he  was  one  of  the  least  efficient  men  that  he 
had  in  his  department  in  that  capacity. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Does  the  bureau  or  Department  at  Washington,  in  any  number  of  cases,  interfere  by 
appointing  parties  here,  and  reqijiring  you  to  take  them  m  for  clerks  and  writers  T — A. 
Clerks  and  writers,  i  may  say,  are  almost  invariably  appointed  without  any  consultation 
with  any  one  in  the  yard,  without  any  requisition  for  their  services. 

Q.  And  without  much  reference  to  their  qualifications  for  performing  their  duties  7 — A. 
There  is  no  examination  as  to  their  qualifications. 

Q.  And  in  nearly  all  of  the  instances  could  you  do  without  the  services  of  the  men  sent 
you  from  Washington  f — A.  I  think,  in  a  great  many  instances,  their  services  could  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  that  manner  of  the  appointment  of  clerks  and  writers  here  in  the  yard 
as  an  abuse  proper  for  correction  f — A.  I  consider  it  exceedingly  objectionable,  sir ;  for  it 
forces  upon  an  officer  who  is  responsible  for  Government  property  placed  in  his  charge 
subordinates  of  whom  he  knows  nothing  whatever,  and  who  are  necessanly  placed  in  posi- 
tions of  more  or  less  responsibility,  and  without  any  consultation  with  him  at  all  as  to  the 
necessity  of  these  men,  or  their  qualifications  for  their  position.  In  other  words,  what  I 
mean  in  plain  English  is,  that  the  officer  who  is  responsible  for  the  property  placed  under 
his  charg^  should  at  least  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  subordinates  who 
are  placed  in  responsible  positions  under  him. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Will  you  state  how  long  this  present  system  has  been  in  course  of  operation,  as  far  as 
y(  u  know. — A.  Well,  sir,  this  is  my  first  experience  in  command  of  a  navy-yard,  and  I 
could  not  tell  how/ar  it  goes  back ;  but  it  has  prevailed  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  What  would  you  think  would  be  the  proper  mode  of  appointing  the  subordinates  here 
in  the  yard  f  What  would  you  recommend  as  the  system  which  should  be  adopted  ? — A.  I 
should  recommend,  sir,  that  when  a  vacancy  occurs  for  any  position  as  a  clerk  or  a  writer, 
that  the  head  of  the  depai'tment,  who  is  the  responsible  man,  and  who  is  responsible  for  the 
subordinate,  should  have  the  election  of  that  suoordinate,  and  that  that  subordinate  should 
be  subject  to  an  examination,  a  competitive  examination,  to  show  his  fitness  for  the  position, 
and  that  when  appointed  to  the  position,  he  should  subscribe  to  an  oath  to  faithfully  and 
honestly  and  diligently  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  same  as  we  all  have  to  take  an 
oath.  Every  military  man  has  to  take  an  oath  ;  and  I  see  no  reason  why  a  man  placed  in 
a  civil  position  of  responsibility  should  not  be  put  under  some  restrictions.  As  members  of 
Congress,  you  gentlemen  have  to  take  an  oat4i.  Judges  of  courts  take  oaths,  and  so  do  all 
officers  in  responsible  positions  in  civil  life. 

Q*  Should  you  say  that  the  commandaut  of  the  yard,  or  the  head  here,  should  have  the 
entire  power  in  that  matter,  both  as  to  the  employment  and  discharge  of  men,  without  any 
appeal  to  any  superior  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  entirely. . 

Q.  Then  go  on  and  give  us  your  views.  — A.  The  appointment  should  rest  properly,  I 
think,  with  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  which  it  pertains.  But  the  appointment  should  not 
be  made  until  the  candidate  has  been  examined  and  pronounced  fit  and  qualified,  and  is  ac- 
ceptable to  the  person  who  is  responsible  for  him  after  he  is  appointed.  He  should  be  rec- 
ommended by  the  head  of  the  department  in  which  he  is  to  be  employed. 

Q.  Then  you  would  go  on,  and  having  caused  an  examination  and  given  yaur  approval 
of  the  man,  you  would  send  his  name  forward  to  the  Department  lor  his  appointment  7 — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Now,  in  case  of  removal,  how  would  it  be? — A.  Incase  of  removal  it  would  have  to  b« 
done  by  the  same  power  that  appoints  him. 

Q.  \ou  would  think  that  the  commandant  of  the  yard  should  recommend  his  removal  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  the  commandant  of  the  yard   should    recommend    his  removal;  and  the 
commandant  should  have  the  power  always.  I  believe  they  all  assume  it  now.     I  do,  at  an/ 
rate.     In  regard  to  all  appointments  made  by  a  higher  power  than  myself,  I  suspend  them 
from  duty  and  pay  at  once,  for  misdemeanor,  and  do  not  allow  them  to  perform  any  duty 
until  the  matter  is  decided  upon  at  Washington. 
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Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Will  yon  state  whether  there  is  any  material  on  thin  yard  belon^in^  to  any  other 
owner  than  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  is. 

Q. Please  8t4ite  what  it  is,  and  how  mnch. — A.  On  the  14th  of  March,  1876,  there  was 
in  Yards  and  Docks  a  quantity  of  white-pine  timber  which  had  not  been  rejected,  but  was 
part  of  a  requisition  for  25,000  feet.    This  amount  was  Required  October  25,  1875,  and  fur- 
nisbedbjMr.  John  Trickey.     It  was  brought  in  here  and  left,  and  the  amount  of  timber 
that  is  DOW  here  belong^injr  to  him  is  the  overplus  of  the  requisition.     He  furnished  more 
than  was  called  for,  and.  has  been  notified  by  me  oificially  to  remove  it  from  the  yard.    That 
is  the  only  timber  that  I  am  aware  of  that  is  on  the  yard  that  has  not  been  rejected.     The 
rejected  timber  is  as  follows,   as  reported  by  Constructor  Easby  under  date  of  March    '2\l, 
l!<7fi: 
1*25  white-oak  knees,  the  property  of  John  Trickey. 
17  of  the  above  rejected  October  25,  1873. 
29  of  the  above  rejected  October  22, 1874. 
79  of  the  above  rejected  November  20, 1874. 

133  white-oak  knees,  property  of  Martin  Keany ;  rejected,  not  having  orders  to  receive 
them. 
1* hickory  butts,  property  of  John  Trickey;  rejected  April  26.  1873. 
5  hickory  spars,  property  of  John  Trickey ;  rejected  April,  1873. 

5,000  feet,  board-measure,  3-inch  $3  white-pine  plank,  property  of  J.  W.  Dwyer ;  rejected 
Dewmber  18, 1875. 
'M  sticks  live-oak,  property  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift ;  rejected  at  various  times  since  1872. 
26  spruce  spars,  property  of  A.  A.  McCullough  ;  rejected  February  14,  1876. 
l,l>OUfeet,  board-measure,  ash,  property  of  Southard  &  Co.  ;  rejected  February,  1876. 
2  slicks  white-oak  timber,  property  of  John  Trickey ;  rejected  March  6, 187G. 
Hiifit'cks  white-oak  timber,  property  of  A,  A.  McCullough  ;  rejected  March  18,  1876. 
In  reference  to  the  200  sticks  of  live-oak  rejected,  the  property  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift.  1 
would  state  that  under  date  of  October  9,  1874,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
writes  me :  "  Mr.  Swift  informs  the  bureau  that  he  has  at  the  yard  under  your  command  a 
qnaniitj  of  rejected  live-oak  timber  which  he  offers  for  whatever  price  it  may  bo  worth,  " 
aod  directing  me  to  cause  a  schedule  of  this  timber  to  be  made,  with  an  estimate  of  what  it 
ii  considered  to  be  worth  for  Government  purposes.   About  March  24,  1875. 1  transmitted  to 
the  bureau  a  report  of  Naval  Constructor  Easby  with  regard  to  the  above  rejected  timber 
i>eloDgiDg  to  Mr.  Swift,  in  which  he  stated  that  there  were  about  19  pieces  ou'  of  193  that 
mifbt  be  used  for  Government  purposes.   On  the  ]5tb  of  June,  1875, 1  called  the  attention 
of  the  Bareau  of  Construction  to  the  above  report,  and  recommended  the  removal  of  tlie  tim- 
ber, as  it  was  a  source  of  expense  and  was  an  obstruction  to  our  four  wharves.     June  17, 
If^b,  the  bureau  replied  to  foregoing  letter,  directing  an  examination  to  be  made  by  naval 
coDstnictor  to  ascertain  if  any  o?  it  can  be  advantageously  used  for  the  smaller  vessels :  and, 
if  so.  what  would  be  a  fair  valuation  for  such.    This  order  was  complied  with,  aud  on  July 
6.  ]f<i5,   I  informed  the  bureau  that  the  naval  constructor  reports,  after  au  examination  o  f 
the  timber,  that  there  are  six  pieces,  containing  31^  cubic  feet,  that  can  be  used,  aud  placing 
itsTalueat$l  per  foot.     No  action  has  been  taken  on  that  letter,  and  the  timber  remains 
bere  io  the  yard,  where  it  has  been,  a  portion  of  it,  since  1871.    Before  calling  the  attentiou 
of  the  bureau  to  that  rejected  timber  of  Mr.  Swift's,  I  had  twice  written  to  him  requesting 
and  directing  him  to  have  it  removed  from  the  yard.     To  my  second  letter,  he  replied  that  he 
wais  negotiating  with  the  Department  for  the  sale  of  it.     After  waiting  a  reasonable  time,  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  bureau  to  the  matter,  and  the  correspondence  that  I  have  just 
qaoted  from  was  the  result  of  it. 

Q.  I  called  the  other  day  for  a  report  of  the  amount  of  money  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion department  during  the  months  of  September,  October,  aod  November,  1874,  exclusive  of 
yoar  permanent  force.  Can  you  furnish  that  report  now  ? — A.  As  per  memorandum  fur- 
nisbed  from  the  construction  department,  I  find  that  $40,631.1 1  was  expended  .in  the  mouth 
of  September;  in  October,  $19,642.69;  in  November,  $23,504.40.  That  is  excepting  the 
motky  paid  to  the  permanent  for(*e,  such  as  clerks,  writers,  aud  foremen.  The  foremen  are 
eonsideredas  permanent  force.     (See  D.) 

Q.  Why  was  the  amount  for  tne  month  of  November  less  than  for  either  of  the  other 
mouths  f — A.  Because  large  numbers  of  men  had  been  discharged. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  force  was  in  the  month  of  August?  Was  it  larger  or  smaller 
tli«Q  iu September? — A.  It  was  smaller,  sir;  because  the  increase  went  on  through  Septem- 
ber. 

4  It  began  in  September  ?— A.  The  increase  began  before  September. 

By  Mr.  MILLS: 
Q.  I  wanted  to  get  at  the  exact  cost  of  the  labor  employed  in  consequence  of  the  orders  issued 
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to  you  from  the  bureau  to  take  on  more  labor  during  the  election  excitement  of  1874.  Do 
the  figures  which  you  have  just  given  show  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  in  construction  depart- 
ment alone.  That  is  the  only  department  where  any  increase  of  labor  was  employed,  ex- 
cepting that  there  were  twenty  additional  men  taken  on  during  the^entire  time  in  the  steam- 
engineering  department. 

Q.  You  have  not  reckoned  the  cost  of  that  laborf — A.  No,  sir ;  this  is  construction  alone. 

Q.  Please  give  us  the  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  last  lot  of  live-oak  timber  purchased 
irom  Mr.  Swift,  and  a  statement  of  the  amount  as  it  stands  between  the  open  purchases  and 
contracts  for  lumber. — A.  I  present  it,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  it.     (See  E.) 

Q.  I  called  on  you  for  the  number  of  men  employed  and  discharged  in  each  month  for  the 
last  five  years ;  will  you  please  furnish  it  to  the  committee  if  you  have  it  convenient  f — A.  I 
have  the  schedule  here.     (See  F.) 

Q.  ]  also  asked  you  for  the  amount  expended  from  July  1,  1874,  to  January  1,  1876,  by 
open-purchase  contracts,  and  bureau  orders. — A.  I  have  had  a  table  prepared,  which  I 
submit  to  the  committee.    (See  G  ) 

Q.  I  called  on  you,  also,  for  the  weight  of  copper  and  iron  delivered  to  John  Roach  Sl  Son, 
under  orders  from  the  bureau. — A.  I  am  prepared  to  furnish  that  information  now.  (See 
H.) 

Q.  Also,  the  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  timber-bending  machine. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
have  them  here.     (See  I.) 

Q.  I  also  asked  for  the  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  rejected  coal  received  under  con- 
tract from  8.  P.  Brown  &  Co. — A.  I  submit  the  correspondence,  (J.) 

Q.  I  also  called  for  the  names  and  pay  of  the  men  ordered  to  be  employed  by  the  bureau. 
— A.  I  have  caused  a  schedule  to  be  made,  which  I  now  present,  (K.) 

Q.  Also,  the  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  hemp  of  A.  6.  Cattell  &.Co. — 
A.  I  submit  the  correspondence  referred  to,  (L.) 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  a  statement  of  the  timber  and  materials  brought  into  the  yard  without 
authority? — A.  I  have  the  correspondence,  and  can  have  a  statement  made  up.  I  can  give 
the  main  facts  from  this  correspondence.  Under  date  September  24,  1874,  X  informed  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  that  it  had  come  to  my  knowledge  that  considerable  quantities  of 
timber  and  other  materials  had  been  delivered  at  the  yard,  Tor  which  there  was  no  requisition 
or  other  authority,  and  that  I  had  called  upon  the  naval  constructor  for  information  in  re- 
gard to  it,  (and  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  naval  constructor's  reply,)  stating  to  the  bureau  that 
**if  material  is  deliverea  in  the  yard  in  this  way,  without  requisition  or  authority  sent 
through  the  commandant,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  properly  scrutinize  the  bills  or  keep 
the  run  of  affairs,'*  and  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  a  thing,  I  should  for- 
bid thft  reception  of  all  articles  not  covered  by  duly-approved  requisitions  or  orders  from  the 
bureau.  Under  date  of  September  26,  the  bureau  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  mv  letter, 
and  approves  of  my  proposition  to  forbid  the  reception  of  all  materials.  I  aadresseJ  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Pook,  in  regard  to  this  timber  ot  which  I  have  spoken,  directing  him,  before  leaving 
the  yard,  in  obedience  to  orders  assigning  him  to  dutv  in  New  York,  to  furnish  me  with  a 
statement  of  all  lumber,  timber,  or  articles  of  any  kind  at  that  time  in  the  yard,  which  had 
not  been  covered  by  duly  approved  requisitions,  and  also  to  include  in  the  same  statement 
the  amount  of  rejected  material  of  all  kinds  remaining  in  the  yard,  with  the  time  that  it  had 
been  here,  and  by  whom  delivered.  In  reply  to  that  letter,  the  constructor  wrote  me  offi- 
cially that  there  had  been  delivered  by  Messrs.  Trickey  &  Jewett,  32,047  cubic  feet  of  yel- 
low-pine  stock  logrt,  and  5,280  cubic  feet  of  white-oak  plank  stock  logs,  and  650  white-oak 
knees,  not  covered  by  approved  requisitions,  and  stating  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief,  the  above  was  delivered  by  consent  (ff  the  bureau.  Then  there  were  2,697^ 
cubic  feet  of  locust  timber,  requisitions  for  which  had  been  approved  by  the  bureau  some- 
time after  the  timber  was  delivered  in  the  yard;  the  price  of  it  was  in  dispute.  Then,  of 
rejected  timber,  there  were  200  feet  white-oak  plauk,  the  property  of  Trickey  &  Jewett  ;  12 
white-oak  knees,  the  property  of  John  Trickey;  18  hickory  butts,  the  property  of  John 
Trickey ;  5  hickory  spars,  the  property  of  John  Trickey ;  also  about  300  sticks  of  live-oak 
timbel-,  the  property  of  W.  C.N.Swift,  delivered  between  1871  and  1874,  including  25  sticks 
live-oak  timber,  the  property  of  James  Bigler,  rejected  July  J2,  1871.  October  5,  1874,  the 
bureau  directed  me  to  have  requisitions  made  for  the  white-oak  and  yellow-pine  timber,  and 
lor  the  650  white-oak  knees  delivered  by  Messrs.  Trickey  <&  Jewett,  for  which  bills  can  be 
made  for  the  knees  at  regulation  prices,  and  for  the  white  oak  and  yellow  pine  at  fair  mackel- 
prices ;  and  that  the  bills  for  the  locust  timber  will  be  made  at  lowest  market-price.  That 
letter  is  indorsed  on  the  margin,  **  Prices  of  the  articles  named  herein  were  reported  to  com- 
mandant by  Paymaster  Plunkett  in  letter  of  October  8,  1874.'' 

By  Mr.  Jonbs  : 

Q.  Mr.  Plunkett  made  the  prices  for  this  timber?—- A.  The  market-price;  he  is  required 
to  certify  on  all  bills  the  correctness  of  the  price. 

Q.  This  amount  was  received  here  without  authority  from  the  bureau,  and  then  after- 
ward there  was  a  requisition  made? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whose  orders  were  the  prices  made  ?— A.  Mr.  Plunkett  simply  reported  the  markets 
price,  as  required  to  do. 
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Q.  Was  it  taken  at  his  price  7 — A.  I  think  it  was  ;  I  am  pretty  sure  the  bills  were  made 
onl  at  those  prices. 

Q.  Have  you  any  statement  that  you  can  make  to  the  committee  with  regard  to  the  pnr- 

cha^  of  any  diving  apparatus  7 — A.  I  find  a  letter  dated  April  3,  1874,  signed  by  Isaiah 

Hansoom,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  addressed  to  myself,  stating 

that  *'  Messrs.  Wells  and  Morse  &  Sons,  of  Boston,  have  been  authorized  to  deliver  at  the 

yard  under  your  command,  subject  to  inspection^  eight  of  their  submarine  diving  apparatus, 

nickel-plated,  and  complete  in  every  respect,  at  $1,500  each."' 

Q.  What  is  that  diving  apparatus  used  for  here? — A.  It  is  used  in  sub  marine  work,  ex- 
aminiug  the  bottoms  of  vessels ;  and  on  one  occasion  since  I  have  been  here,  we  found  it 
Terj  useful  in  cleaning  the  propellor  of  the  torpedo-boat  Intrepid,  which  bad  fouled  on  one 
of  the  OQOoriDg-chains  of  the  Ohio. 

Q.  li  that  a  reasonable  price  for  these  diving  machines  7 — A.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the 
prices  of  those  things,  sir,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  pretty  large  price. 

Q.  What  is  a  diving  apparatus  f    Is  it  like  a  diving-bell  ?— A.  It  is  a  diving-dress.    It  is 
wb*t  is  called  **  submarine  armor,"  and  it  has  connected  with  it,  or  as  a  part  of  it,  a  force- 
paop,  for  Damping  air  down  into  the  dress,  when  the  man  is  wearing  it  under  water. 
Q.  Can  tney  work  under  water  with  it  7 — A,  Yes,  sir ;  work  very  well. 
Q-  One  dress  cost  $J,500  7 — A.  That  is  the  price,  sir ;  it  is  stipulated  that  they  are  to  de- 
lirer  them  at  $  1 ,  500  each. 

(^.  What  are  they  made  of  7 — A.  The  dress  itself  is  made  of  rubber,  and  the  he  ad- piece, 
which  is  a  helmet,  is  made  of  metal  of  some  kind.  There  are  rubber  pipes  for  conveying  the 
air,  which  are  inexpensive,  and  a  double-piston  force-pump. 

Q.  Did  jou  need  eight  of  them  at  once  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  at  this  station.  I  presume  tlie 
eight  were  ordered  here  to  be  distributed. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  used  any  of  them  ? — A.  I  don't  know  of  their  having  been  used 
hat  oDce  since  I  have  been  here. 

BjMr.  JoMES: 

Q.  Are  the  eight  here  now  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  some  of  them  have  been  sent  away.     I  do  not 
rwDember  whereto  or  when,  but  I  recollect  that  some  diving  apparatus  were  ordered  to  be  sent 
»way.    In  connection  with  that  order,  I  find  another  letter  ot  September  8, 1874,  '*  inclosing 
triplicate  bills  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Andrew  J.  Morse  &  Sons  and  Thomas  F.  Wells,  for 
f'tOUO,  to   be  canceled  together  with  the   original  and  duplicate  bills,   which  are  pre- 
inmed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  abovp-nanied  .parties  or  the  paymaster.     In  order  to  pay 
tW  bills  oat  of  the  appropriation  to  construction  and  repair,  1874-'75,  you  will  please  have 
two  new  gets  made  out,  giving  the  bureau's  authority  for  the  purchase  of  the  article  after 
Jnlj  1,  J874.     I.  Hanscom."    That  is  all   the  correspondence  that  I  know  of  in  connec- 
tion with  those  articles.     In  connection  with   the   timber  previously  spoken  of   in  my 
testimony  as  being  unauthorized,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1874,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
CUef  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  informing  him  that  I  forwarded  to  the  bureau  requisition 
No.  32,  for  2,697^  cubit  feet  of  locust  timber.     It  was  represented  to  me  by  the  naval  con- 
nractor  that  this  timber  was  already  in  the  yard,  and  the  requisition  was  intended  to  cover 
iti  delivery.     **  The  requisition  is  this  day  returned,  with  the  approval  of  the  bureau,  and  in 
the  body  of  it  is  this  remark  :     '  This  price  is  high,  and  it  should  be  obtained  at  the  lowest 
Btarkei-rates.'     This  would  infer  that  the  bureau  supposed  that  the  timber  should  be  pur- 
chased in  the  market^  whereas  I  am  informed  by  the  naval  constructor  it  has  already 
Iwn  parchased.  or,  at  any  rate,  delivered."    I  further  stated  that  I  could  not  see  how  the 
tboTe  indorsement  could  be  acted  on,  and  respectfully  asked  specific  instructions  in  regard 
to  the  bills.     I  also  stated  in  the  same  letter  that "  the  constructor  informs  me  that  this  tim- 
ber was  received  by  order  of  the  bureau,  but  I  can  find  no  such  order  on  the  records  of  the 
office."    Under  date  of  October  5,  the  bui-eau  orders  bills  made  for  that  locust  timber- 

Q.  State  whether  you  have  received  any  amount  of  lumber  from  Messrs.  Trickev  &,  Jew- 
ett  bjr  order  from  the  Department  for  which  there  had  been  no  requisition  ;  and,  if  so,  when 
tod  why  did  you  receive  it  7 — A.  Besides  what  I  have  already  testified  to,  as  having  been 
deliTer^  in  the  yard  bv  Messrs.  Trickey  &  Jewett  without  authority,  there  was  a  quantity 
ot  while-pine  lumber,  the  bills  for  which,  amounting  to  $11,244.82,  were  approved  by  me  on 
the  personal  assurance  of  Mr.  Trickey  himself  that  he  had  ample  authority  to  make  said  de- 
livery, and  I  transmitted  the  bills  to  the  bureau  with  a. letter  explaining  my  action  thereon. 
The  date  of  my  letter  was  July  30, 1874.  Under  date  of  August  1 ,  1874,  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
ttraction  informs  me  that  the  white-pine  lumber  delivered  by  Messrs.  Trickey  &  Jewett  was 
Aelivered  by  the  order  of  the  Department,  and  that  in  order  to  make  the  books  regular  they 
directed  me  to  have  the  usual  requisition  forwarded  to  the  bureau  for  approval.  That  is  all 
\  waftna  \n  relation  to  unauthorized  lumber  or  material. 
<4Qefttion  by  committee.  "  Please  give  the  day,  date,  and  amount  of  metal  sent  from  the 
!»rd ;  wbAiher  it  was  sold  here  to  parties,  who  took  it  away  ;  whether  or  not  the  same  was 
wVAai  private  sale  or  auction." 
^^^''^^^C.E.Peunock  &  Co.,  by  bureau's  order  of  January  31,  1872,  aboard  cars; 


\ 


'w^  w'^^^^^^A^  ^^*  of  bloom-iron,  rolled  at  yard  mill ;  39i  J3H  tons  bloom-iron,  made  by 
rrnxnoKe  \  orge  Coinpauy ;  and  on  the-  same  order,  to  M.  A.  Herric 


Herrick,  treasurer  Nashua  Iron 
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Company,  by  order  of  D.  W.  Richards  &  Co.,  to  them  by  John  Roach  &  Son,  and  to  them 
by  C.  E.  PeuDock  &,  Co.,  Ql/'/t^  tons  of  unsheared  scrap-iron,  and  50^^  sheared  scrap- 
iron.    (See  letter  A.) 


*'A. 

**Navy  Department, 
•*  Bureau  of  Stkam-Engineerino, 

*' January  M,i&72, 

**SlR  :  The  bureau  has  disposed  of  the  .old  iron,  &.C.,  enumerated  in  the  list  inclosed  in 
your  letter  No/2C0  of  the  23d,  with  the  exception  of  the  boilers  in  the  Franklin  and  Nin^- 
ara,  to  C.  E.  Pe.unock  <&  Co.,  of  Coatesville,  Pa.,  who  will  lemove  it  from  where  it  now  lies 
at  their  own  expense. 

*'  Please  give  them  every  facility  of  the  yard  to  enable  them  to  (j^et  this  iron  away  without 
expense  to  the  Government.    Also  please  detail  an  assistant  en^ueer  to  oversee  the  removal 
of  this  iron,  to  see  that  the  quantity  given  iu  the  report  is  removed  and  no  more. 
'*  Respectfully, 

"J.  W.  KING. 

"  Chief  of  Bureau. 
•*  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Steadman.  U.  S.  N., 

**  Commandant  Navy 'Yard  J  Boston.** 

Delivered  to  American  Tube  Works,  by  bureau^s  order  of  July  3, 1874,  and  June  26, 1874, 
221,810  pounds  of  old  boiler  and  comleuser  tubes,  and  10,450  pounds  yellow-metal  sheath- 
ing.    (See  letter  C.) 


it 


C. 


"  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

*'frashington,July  3,  \B74. 

*'  Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo.  No.  131,  with  the  inclosure  relative  to 
old  brass  tubes,  you  are  informed  that  the  bureau  has  disposed  of  all  the  brass  tubes  in  the 
engineering  department  of  the  Boston  navy-yard  that  are  considered  unfit  for  use,  to  the 
American  Tube  Works,  they  to  remove  them  ailer  they  shall  have  been  loaded  on  their 
teams  by  the  yard  force. 

'*  Please  have  the  tubes  weighed  as  delivered,  and  the  weight  reported  to  the  bureau. 
*  *  Respectfully, 

**WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

♦*  Chief  of  Bureau. 
* '  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.       "  ^ 

**  Forwarded  for  the  guidance  of  Chief  Engineer  Farmer. 

** RICHARD  M.  BARTLEMAN, 

''  Chief  Engineer.** 

Delivered  to  John  Roach  &  Son,  New  York,  July  27,  1875,  by  schooner  Ellen,  bureau^s 
order  May  J 4,  1875,  three  screw-propellers,  composition,  weighing  34,480  pounds  ;  also,  two 
composition  shoes;  one  composition  palm,' and  a  lot  of  scrap  composition,  weighing 
22,256  pouuds.    ( See  letter  E. ) 


ti 


E. 


•*Navy  Department, 
*'  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

^'IVashington,  May  14, 1875. 

*  *  Sir  :  Please  deliver  to  Mr.  John  Roach,  at  the  Boston  navy-yard,  the  following  condemned 
composition  screw-propellers,  viz :  One  of  2  blades,  removed  from  Worcester ;  one  of  2 
blades,  removed  from  Ticonderoga ;  one  of  2  blades,  removed  from  Niagara.  Also  such  old 
composition  on  hand  as  many  not  be  required  for  the  present  or  prospeetive  uses  of  thin 
bureau.  Weights  to  be  reported  to  the  bureau  as  delivered. 
"Respectfully, 

•  ••  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD. 

'*  ChUf  of  Bureau. 
"  Commodoi-e  E.  T.  Nichols, 

'*  Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 

**  Forwarded  to  Chief  Engineer  Farmer,  in  charge  of  stores. 

"  n.  H.  STEWART, 

*' Chief  Engineer,  T.&A. 
May  17,  1875." 
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Delivered  September  7,  1875,  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Ashcroft,  of  Boston,  on  bureau  orders  of  May 
*iO  and  31, 1&75,  62,000  pounds  composition;  also,  December  14,  1875, to  Mr. E.H.  Ash- 
croft,  on  bureau  order  of  December  7, 1675,  6,000  pounds  composition.    (See  letters  F,  G, 


(( i^ 


F. 

''Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

"  IVashtngton,  May  20, 18/5. 

''Sir  :  The  bureau  has  disposed  of  50,000  pounds  of  the  old  composition  in  the  Boston 
nivy-yard  to  E.  H.  Ashcroft,  to  be  utilized  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Wiard's  apparatus, 
coostmcting  by  him  for  this  bureau.  Please  direct  that  this  amount  be  held  subject  to  his 
oden. 

''Respectfully, 

"WM.  W.  W.WOOD, 

''Chief  of  Bureau. 
"Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

''  Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston^  Mass, 

"Forwarded  to  Chief  Engineer  Farmer,  in  charge  of  stores. 

"  H.  H.  STEWART, 

"  Chief  Engineer,  U,  S.  N. 
"May  22, 1875." 

"Bureau  op  Steam-Engineering, 

'' IFashington,  May  31,  1875. 

Sir:  Please  direct  that  the  composition  delivered  to  Mr.  Ashcroft  be  broken  up  into  such 
zes  as  he  may  consider  proper  to  expedite  the  work  he  has  in  hand  for  the  bureau  in  mak- 
ing the  Wiard  boiler  attachments.    Also,  that  about  1*2,000  pounds  composition  bo  added 
to  the  order  of  the  20th  instant. 
'•  Respectfully, 

"  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

''Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

'*  Commandant  Navy-Yardf  Boston,  Mass, 

"Forwarded  to  Chief  Engineer  Farmer,  in  charge  of  stores. 

"H.  H.  STEWART, 

"  Chief  Engineer,  U,  S,  .V. 
'•Juxk2,1875.*» 
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H. 


"Bureau  op  Steam-Engineering, 

"Washington,  December  ly  1875. 

"Sir:  Please  direct  that  there  be  delivered  to  E.  H.  Ashcroft,  at  the  Boston  navy-yard, 
in  Additional  amount  of  6,000  pounds  of  composition  if  it  is  on  hand  in  the  engineering  de- 
partment of  -the  yard,  and  can  be  spared,  and  forward  report  to  the  bureau  when  it  is  de- 
liTered. 
**  Respectfully, 

"  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

"  Chief  of  Bureau, 
"Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

*^ Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 

"Forwarded  to  Chief  Engineer  Farmer,  in  charge  of  stores. 

"H.H.STEWART, 

"  Chuf  Engineer,  U,8,N, 
"December  9,  1875." 

DeliTered  August  21,  1875,  to  John  Dole,  on  the  order  of  A.  N.  Booz,  by  bureau's  order 
»f  Jane  7,  J 875  ;  three  old  boilers  taken  from  the  United  States  steamer  Brooklyn,  weighing 
*  follows':'  WO,  180  pounds  iron  and  30,570  pounds  composition  tubes.    (See  letter  I.) 
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*'I. 

**  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

**  Washington,  June  7,  1875. 

*'  Sir  :  The  bureau  has  disposed,  in  bulk,  of  the  two  old  boilers,  takeD  from  the  Brooklyn, 
referred  to  in  your  letter,  No.  121,  of  ^e  3l8t  ultimo,  tof^fether  with  donkey -boiler,  to  Robert 
Cathcart  for  A.  N.  Booz,  to  be  cut  up  and  removed  by  them,  or  order,  at  their  own  expense, 
M'ithiu  twenty-one  working-days,  rlease  direct  that  the  usual  facilities  of  the  yard  be  af- 
forded them  in  removing  the  material,  and  forward  a  report  to  the  bureai)  wheu  it  is  com- 
plefed. 

**  Respectfully, 

*'  WM.  \V.  W.  WOOD. 

''Chief  of  Bureau. 
**  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

**  Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 

''Forwarded  to  Chief  Engineer  Farmer,  in  charge  of  stores. 

"H.H.STEWART, 

''Chief  Engineer,  C\  S.  N, 
"June  9, 1875." 

Question  by  the  committee.  "  Do  you  know  of  anything  in  your  department  that  has  been 
received  after  rejection  ?" 

Received  from  C.  E.  Pennock  &  Co.,  in  March,  1874,33,104  pounds  flange-iron,  rejected 
for  use  in  the  construction  of  compound  boilers,  received  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  adapted  at  a  reduced  price  of  from  2^  to  3^  cents  per  pound,  in  accordance  with 
bureau's  order  of  October  15,  1873.    (See  letter  B.) 
Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  C.  E.  MOORE, 

Clerk  Steam-Stores. 
"B. 

"Navy  Department, 
'Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 
"  Washington,  October  18,  1873. 

"  Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter.  No.  234,  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  report  of  Chief  Engi- 
neer Garvin,  relative  to  rejected  iron  of  E.  C.  Pennock  &  Co.,  you  are  informed  that  this  firm 
have  accepted  an  offer  to  receive  7  cents  per  pound  therefor,  and  you  will  please  forward 
approved  bills  for  the  same  at  this  price,  and  have  such  of  the  iron  as  can  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage, as  plate-iron  for  purposes  of  this  bureau,  placed  in  store,  and  the  balance  rolled 
into  bar-iron  in  the  mill  at  the  yard  under  your  command. 
"Respectfully, 

"WM.  W.  W.WOOD, 

''  Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  Commodore  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S   N., 

''Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

"Furnished  for  the  information  of  Chief  Engineer  Johnson,  in  charge  of  stores,  who  will 
please  comply  with  the  foregoing. 

"BENJ.F.  GARVIN, 

"  Chief  Engineer. 
"  October  21, 1873.'» 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  C  .  E.  MOORE, 

Clerk  of  Steam-Stores. 

Question  by  committee.  "  Have  any  engines  or  machinery  been  delivered  to  outside 
parties;  and,  if  so,  to  whom,  when,  and  by  whose  order. 

Delivered  to  John  Roach  &  Son,  November  23,  1874,  by  bureau  order  of  October  20, 
1874,  all  of  the  engines,  pumps,  shafting,,  propellers,  and  instruments  of  the  United  States 
steamer  iron-clad  Miantonomoh.  Delivered  June  7,  1875,  to  James  Power  Sl  Co.,  on  order 
of  John  Roach  &  Son,  the  four  boilers  complete  belonging  to  the  same.  Weight  of  iron  in 
boilers,  179,980  pounds ;  old  composition,  21,490  pounds.     (See  letter  D.) 

"D. 

[Telegram.] 

"Philadelphia,  Oc/ol»«r  20, 1874. 

"  To  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

"  Charlestown,  Mass.: 

"  Please  deliver  to  John  Roach  all  the  machinery,  boilers,  and  appendages  belongio^  to 
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Miantonomoh  connected  with  and  under  cofj^nizance  of  bnrean  of  Steam-Eng'ineering  an  j 
Tetum  iuToice  of  same,  which  forward  to  bureaa  after  delivery. 

*WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

*'Chief  of  Bureau. 

**  Forwarded  to  Chief  Engineer  Farmer,  in  charge  of  stores. 

•*  EDWARD  FARMER, 
**  Chief  Engineer^  United  States  ^ary. 
"October  20,  ltf74." 

• 

Kow  being  delivered  to  John  Dole  on  bureau's  order  of  January  27, 1876,  the  machinery  of 
tbetwo  monitors,  Wassuc  and  Shawnee,  at  the  price  of  $J0,20U.  Sold  by  the  Department. 
(See  letter  J. ) 

"J. 

"  Navy  De;partment, 
"BUREAV  OF  Steam-Engineening, 

**  IVashingtofif  January  27,  1876. 

"Sir:  The  honorable  Secretary  has  directed  the  acceptance  of  an  offer  ot  John  Dole  to 
take  the  machinery  of  the  two  monitors,  Wassuc  and  Shawnee,  as  it  now  stauds  in  the  ves- 
sels, for  ^  1 0,200,  and  you  will  please  deliver  it  to  him,  the  amount  to  apply  on  the  contract 
for  cutting  up  the  vessels  ;  and  if  any  balance  remain  due,  the  same  to  be  deposited  with  the 
paymaster  United  States  Navy,  at  Boston,  and  inform  the  bureau  how  much  was  applied 
on  contract  aud  how  much  deposited. 
•  "Respectfully, 

i  '^W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

i  **  Chief  of  Bureau, 

"Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

**  Commandant  Navy-Vardf  Bo$ton^  Mass.*^ 

fiespectfuUy  submitted. 

C.  C.  E.  MOORE, 

Clerk  Steam-Stores, 

Qoestion  by  committee.  *' Did  you  ever  manufacture  any  iron  in  this  yard  :  and,  if  so, 
what  kind,  and  at  what  cost  ?  When  was  the  mill  closed,  and  by  whose  order  t  '* 

There  was  manufactured  in  this  yard  from  the  time  the  mill  commenced  running,  in  May, 
11572,  up  to  the  time  it  was  closed,  June  30,  1874,  a  total  of  about  eight  hundred  tons  of  flat, 
square,  rouDd,  half*round  and  angle  shapes.  The  cost  per  pound  for  this  iron  to  the  Gov- 
^oient,  ascertained  by  adding  the  cost  of  the  scrap-iron  at  the  market-rate  of  i^  cents  per 
Ppond  to  the  total  of  money  paid  out  for  labor,  coal,  oil,  supplies,  and  superintendence,  and 
dividing^  this  amount  by  the  ti)tal  quantity  of  iron  produced,  was  3/o  cents. 

The  mill  was  closed  per  order  of  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  July  I,  J874,  and  the 
order  for  the  same  was  dated  June  30, 1874. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  C.  E.  MOORE, 
Clerk  Steam- Stores, 


Boston,  March  20,  1876. 
Captain  Edward  Y.  McCaUley  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Qoffttion.  What  is  your  office  T — Answer.  Captain  in  the  United  States  Navy ;  captain  of 
the  navy-yard,  Charlestown. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here  7 — A.  Since  December. 

/i.  Are  you  acquainted  with    the  manner  of  employment  of  laborers  on  the  yard  ? — A. 
^8i^;  excepting  in  my  own  department.     I  am  also  equipment  officer.    I  am  the  police 
<>ffiw  and  equipment  officer. 
%  You  are  the  executive  officer  of  the  yard  1 — A.  No,  sir  ;  that  office  was  abrogated  about 
» y  w  ngo. 
Q.  Since  you  have  been  here,  do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  persons  have  been  desig- 
J*^  by  the  bureau  at  Washinjfton  to  be  employed  at  this  yard  when  no  requisition  had 
«<a made  for  them  here? — ^A.  No,  sir.    In  my  present  position  I  would   not  be  likely  to 
know  any  thine  about  it. 
d'  Doyoa  know  of  any  person  drawing  pay  on  this  yard  who  performs  nc  service  here  ?— 
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A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  Those  thin^^  are  kept  entirely  out  of  mj  way.  I  know  about  a  man 
named  Jeremiah  Galvin  hero,  about  whose  honesty  there  are  some  suspicions,  and  it  is 
very  questionable  in  my  mind  if  he  earns  his  |3  a  day  as  inspector  of  chips. 

Q.  Are  you  making  any  chips  here  now? — A.  They  are  always  cleaning  up  the  yard, 
getting  wood  out  of  the  docks,  &c. 

Q.  How  many  men  have  you  at  work  making  chips f — A.  None  at  all  in  my  depart- 
meut. 

Q.   This  man  is  inspector  of  chips  7 — A.   Yes,  sir ;  he  is  inspector  of  chips. 

Q.   And  his  pay  is  three  dollars  a  day  1 — A.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  here  ? — A.  I  haven't  the  slightest  idea.  I  presume,  from  my 
general  impression  of  the  thing,  at  least  a  year.     He  came  here  by  an  order  from   the  de- 

Eartment.     He  cannot  read  nor  write.     His  tickets  come  in  to  me  signed  by  a  cross.    He 
us  been  moved  from  one  place  to  another,  and  is  now  inspector  of  chips. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  is  on  two  pay-rolls,  drawing  pay  from  two  different 
bureaus  or  departments  ? — A.   No,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  know  of  any  abuse  of  any  kind  in  the  naval  service  here  or  elsewhere  ? — A.  I 
have  nothing  at  present  in  my  mind  that  I  could  testify  to;  and  what  I  have  is  hearsay. 
When  in  command  of  a  ship — and  I  have  had  practically  the  command  of  the  Asiatic  squad- 
ron— I  am  responsible  for'everything ;  and  no  double-dealing  can  take  place  unless  I  have 
a  hand  in  it  myself,  and  that  I  am  under  too  heavy  bonds  for. 

Q.  That  is,  your  honor? — A.  My  existence — 35  years*  service ;  all  the  past,  and  no 
future. 

Q.  Do  the  officers  stand  more  in  fear  of  what  we  may  call  politicians  than  they  do  of  the 
contractors? — A.  I  don^t  think  they  stand  in  fear  of  politicians.  I  do  think  they  stand  in 
fear  of  contractors.  That  is  the  general  character  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  That  is  to 
say,  if  I  should  meet  a  politician,  the  chances  are.  I  meet  a  gentleman  and  a  friend.  If  I 
should  meet  a  contractor,  I  should  run  as  inst  as  possible  to  get  out  of  his  way. 

Q.  For  what  reasons? — A.  Because  I  have  seen  so  many  cases  in  my  life-time  of  con- 
tractors getting  officers  into  trouble.     I  have  ^e^u  officers  who  have  avoided  them. 

Q.  Into  such  trouble  as  what? — A.  I  was  on  a  survey  in  1851  or  1852,  and  sent  home  some 
bread  from  the  Independence,  at  Spezzia,  and  the  bread  was  bought  by  a  contraetoif  re- 
baked,  and  sent  out  again  to  me.  It  was  reported  bad,  and  I  went  and  examined  it,  and 
found  it  in  the  barrels  that  I  had  marked  myself  That  bread  came  home,  and  was  bought 
the  second  time,  and  the  lieutenant  who  was  inspector  in  the  yard  refused  to  pass  it.  He 
was  told  to  do  so  by  this  contractor,  and  refused,  and  the  next  morning  a  telegram  came  re- 
moving him,  and  the  bread  came  out  to  the  Mediterranean  the  third  time.  I  think  that  to 
remove  an  old  officer,  with  a  large  family,  under  such  circamstances,  is  too  bad. 

Q.  How  did  the  contractor  accomplish  that? — A.  He  must  have  applied  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  him  removed,  because  he  had  not  passed  his  bread.  That  occurred  in  the  New 
York  navy -yard  in  1852. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  that  kind  since  then? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  at  the 
present  moment.    These  cases  come  up  and  dwindle  away. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  fear  of  contractors  prevails  among  the  officers  of  the  Navy  where 
they  are  brought  in  contact  with  them  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  For  such  reasons  as  you  have  testified  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  over  known  any  contractor  to  threaten  any  naval  officer  if  he  interfered  with 
his  supplies  in  any  way  that  he  would  get  him  removed  ? — A.  No,  sir.  All  I  know  is  by 
hearsay.  I  never  come  in  contact  with  them  personally,  but  I  know  that  is  the  feeling  among 
the  officers.  This  feeling  does  not  arise  from  a  solitaiy  instance.  I  have  heard  relations  of 
the  facts  about  timber  coming  into  the  yard.  A  quantity  of  timber  came  into  the  yard  ; 
part  of  it  was  received,  and  part  of  it  was  condemned.  The  contractor,  after  a  short  time, 
produced  orders  from  Washington  to  receive  this  rejected  timber.  I  hear  these  things.  I 
know  that  that  contractor  has  that  power,  and  were  I  brought  in  contact  with  him,  he  would 
tell  me  either  to  pass  that  timber,  or  I  should  leave  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  contractors  have  prevailed  on  the  Department  at 
Washington  to  remove  an  officer  on  his  refusal  to  pass  any  of  their  material  t — A.  I  know 
Commodore  Board  man  was  removed  from  the  New  York  navy-yard,  shortly  after  he  went 
in  there  as  commandant,  because  he  refused  to  do  what  some  ward  politicians  told  him  to  do. 

Q.  If  a  man  stands  by  the  Government  up  and  down  in  trying  to  do  his  duty,  he  does  it, 
then, at  the  peril  of  being  removed,  in  your  opinion? — A.  I  think  he  does. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  that  feeling  obtains  among  the  naval  officers  generally  ? — A.  I 
think  it  does. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instances  where  men  who  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  discharge 
their  duty,  and  reported  some  abuse  or  something  of  that  kind,  have  been  removed  f~A. 
Yes, sir;  I  know  the  case  of  that  lieuteuant,  which  occurred  in  1852.  I  cannot, unfortu- 
nately, give  his  name.  I  cannot  give  instances,  but  my  general  impression  is  that  if  a  Navy 
oDicer  came  in  contact  with  a  contractor,  and  refused  to  do  what  he  was  asked  to  do,  influ- 
ences would  be  brought  to  bear  against  him. 
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Q.  Are  the  same  inBnences  brought  to  bear  npou  the  employment  of  persons  in  the  yard 
as  laborers  f — A.  That  I  can't  say.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  laborers  are  all  ap- 
pomted  by  other  people,  and  the  commandant  has  charge  of  all  that. 

Q.  Has  it  been  castomary  in  the  departments  to  remove  skillful  mechanics,  and  put  on 
unskillful  ones,  that  they  may  serve  political  endst — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  we  to  understand  from  what  you  have  stated  that  a  contractor  has  more  influence 
ivUh  the  Navy  Department  than  naval  officers  havef — A.  Most  decidedly,  I  should  say  sa. 
Q.  Yon  do  not  feel  that  you  could  safely  say  to  the  Department  at  Washington,   **  This  in 
detrimental  to  the  pnblic  service  f*    You  do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  make  a  complaint 
that  such  doings  were  detrimental  to  the  public  service  7 — A.  I  think  that,  in  an  individual 
case,  where  I  honestly  recommended  that  a  thing  should  uot  be  done,  I  would  be  listened 
to  by  the  Department  at  Washington ;  but  I  thiuK  a  persistent  rejection  of  articles  or  inter- 
ference with  contractors  would  result  in  my  removal. 

Q.  So  you  would  not  feel  safe  in  pursuing  such  a  course  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  understand  that  when  a  person  is  employed  here,  it  is  with  the  understanding 
thit  ho  is  to  vote  a  particular  ticket,  or  use  his  influence  for  its  success  f — A.  That  I  cau^t 
lay  about;  that  is  merely  hearsay;  I  believe  it  is  so. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  of  those  employed  say  so  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  lately. 

(j.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  Government  who  has  given  any  con- 
sideration in  money,  or  property,  or  the  representative  of  either,  for  any  position  or  any 
benefit  to  be  derived  thereby  t — A.  I  do  not.  ♦ 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of  any  contractor  or  other  person  not  conpected  with  the'  Government 
who  has  ^\veu  any  money,  property,  or  the  representative  of  eiCher,.to  any  person  connected 
with  the  Government,  for  the  procurement  of  any  contract  or  other  benefit  from  the  Govern- 
neni?— A.  I  do  not. 

<j-  Do  you  know  of  any  person  connected  with  the  Navy  who  has  received  any  money, 
or  property,  or  present,  for  the  procurement  of  any  office,  or  any  contract,  or  for  any  benefit 
Id  toy  manner  ? — A.  No,  sir.  That  is  entirely  without  the  limits  of  my  knowledge.  I  could 
itot  possibly  know  it. 

Q-  Do  yoti  know  of  the  fraudulent  or  improper  removal  of  any  arms,  munitions,  or  mate- 
litls  for  ship-building,  tools,  or  property  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  Government? — A. 
Only  cases  of  petty  larceny  that  come  under  police. 

Q.  lo  those  cases,  have  the  perpetrators  been  discharged  if  they  were  employes  on  the 
Ttrdf~A.  They  have  been  proceeded  against  legally,  before  the  United  States  commissioner. 

Q.  Have  they  been  punished  T — A.  No. 

Q.  BeciQse  they  were  not  proven  guilty  7 — A.  I  will  state  an  incident.  A  man  went  out 
th«  other  day  with  two  logs  of  lignum-vi(se  slung  across  his  shoulder,  with  his  coat  thrown 
o^erthem.  The  guard  saw  him,  arrested  him,  and  took  him  dver  to  the  commissioner. 
He  was  discharged,  because  the  commissioner  said  nobodv  could  say  that  he  did  not  carry 
tWe  sticks  of  wood  into  the  yard.  He  probably  took  them  into  the  yard,  and  brought 
tbem  oat  in  that  way,  concealed  under  his  coat ! 

^.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  compound  engines  f — A.  I  have  never  seen  one  operate, 
bat  I  don't  think  they  have  produced  the  effect  in  our  men-of-war  that  they  were  intended  to 
prudace,  from  the  reports  I  nave  heard  from  vessels'where  they  are  used.  I  donU  think  they 
kre  as  economical  as  simple  engines. 

Q-  Do  you  know  of  any  person  using  the  labor  or  property  of  the  United  States  for  the 
benefit  of  any  other  than  the  Government  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  nut  know  of  the  laborers  in  the  yard  being  used  for  the  benefit  of  persons  out- 
!)iie  the  yard  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  of  that  kind,  of  my  own  knowledge.  The  comman- 
dftot  has  undonbtedly  told  you  what  has  come  within  his  knowledge.  There  is  a  long  story 
>boQt  the  dredger  which  he  knows,  and  probably  of  a  good  deal  else. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  false  bidding,'  straw-bidding,  or  combinations  among 
bidders  or  dealers  to  suppress  competition  7 — A.  No  ;  I  should  not  be  likely  to  know  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  room  in  your  wet  basin  here  to  take  care  of  all  your 
li«'e-oak  7 — A.  1  think  there  is,  properly  stowed. 

Q.  It  is  not  all  in  the  basin  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  there  is  room  for  it. 

Q.  Does  all  the  live-oak  that  is  on  the  yard  belong  to  the  yaid  7 — A.  No  ;  there  is  somo 
^e  that  doej  not  belong  to  the  Government.  There  is  some  that  has  been  condemned, 
^hich  is  to  be  removed,  and  there  is  timber  in  process  of  coming  in  to  fill  contracts. 

Q-  Is  there  any  live-oak  timber  in  the  store-houses  that  the  Government  does  not  own  7 — 
A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  examine  the  articles  that  come  into  your  department  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  if  I 
We  My  doubt  I  call  in  an  expert. 

Q-  What  do  you  mean  by  **  an  expert  V — A.  If  t  is  crockery-ware,  when  I  am  in  doubt 
'Wt  it,  I  send  over  to  Abraham  French,  and  get  him  to  send  over  a  man.    For  the  prices 

1  ref«  to  the  price-list.     For  iron-ware,  1  call  in  the  blacksmith  of  our  department,  and  ask 

^^m  to  iospect  the  article.    If  it  s  anything  which  I  know  nothing  about,  I  send  over  to 

toffanQi]  ^i  ^j^  expert  to  come  over  before  I  certify  to  the  receipt.     It  is  not  often  that  I 

We  to  B«ad  for  experts. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  it  the  general  opinion  of  naval  constructors  and  men  acquainted  with  ship-bailding 
that  the  frames  of  ships  should  be  built  of  live-oak  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  ships  are  to  be  built  of  live-oak,  is  there  any  necessity  for  bending-machines  to  bend 
the  timber  T— A.  No ;  I  believe  they  are  of  very  little  use. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  frame  of  a  ship  ought  to  be  built  of  bent  timber  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  customary  to  advertise  for  bids  for  supplies  ? — A.  When  large  amounts  are  re- 
quired, it  is.  I  have  not  been  familiar  with  that.  I  make  my  requisitions  on  Washington, 
and  they  direct  me  where  to  obtain  the  goods.  They  refer  me  to  some  firm,  stating  that  the 
article  can  be  obtained  at  such  or  such  a  place  in  New  York,  where  they  have  made  con- 
tracts for  geneial  delivery  to  the  service. 

Q.  And  you  buy  directly  from  them  7 — A.  Yes, sir;  we  send  the  lequisitions  directly  to 
them,  and  they  fill  them.  We  don't  negotiate  about  the  price  at  all.  That  the  Department 
arranges,  and  it  1ms  a  schedule  of  prices.  Nichols  &.  Co.,  I  believe,  are  the  contractors  for 
crockery,  as  being  the  lowest  bidders. 

Q.  Are  the  bills  sent  to  you  f — A.  The  bills  are  sent  to  me  merely  to  sign  as  received. 

Q.  Are  you  posted  in  regard  to  the  market-prices  of  the  articles  on  those  bills  T — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  price  paid  by  the  Government ;  is  it  lower  or 
higher  than  the  market-price  t—  A.  I  think,  at  the  time  the  bids  were  made,  they  were  very 
fair  prices.     At  the  present  time,  I  think  they  are  in  excess. 

Q.  You  think  the  Government  is  paying  more  than  the  articles  could  be  bought  for  in 
open  market  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  paying  20  per  cent,  more  for  crockery  from  Nichols  &  Co.  than  I  could  get  it  from 
Abraham  French  &,  Co. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  a  yearly  contract  with  Nichols  &  Co.  T — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  know  nothing  about  it.     I  merely  presume  that  they  have,  the  same  as  they  have  for  our 
hardware.    A  majority  ef  our  hardware  comes  from  Walton  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  pay  for  that ;  whether  it  is  above  or  below  the  market- 
price  f — A.  No ;  they  do  not  pay  above  the  market-price.    We  have  had  but  very  little 
since  I  have  been  here ;  but  wherever  the  price  is  in  excess  of  the  market-price,  I  call  the 
bureau's  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Have  you  been  called  upon  to  notify  them  of  that  fact  more  than  once  or  twice  7 — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  two  or  three  times.  But  the  bureau  could  not  very  well  have  been  aware  of  it. 
In  one  case  it  was  some  buoys  furnished  by  Walton  &  Co.  They  charged  $80  or  $90  for  » 
buoy. 

Q.  How  many  were  Ihtfre  ? — A.  I  think  three    r  four. 

Q.  You  were  ordered  to  buy  those  buoys  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  ordered  to  supply 
tht-m. 

Q.  By  the  bureau  at  Washington  f — A.  Ye  sir  ;  by  the  bureau  of  Equipn^ent.  The 
moment  I  called  the  attention  of  the  bureau  to  it,  they  wrote  me  not  to  pay  the  bill,  but  to 
settle  it  on  the  basis  of  some  just  price.  I  wrote  to  New  York  to  ascertain  what  they  were 
paying  at  the  yard  there,  and  askecl  the  chief  engineer  what  Lowmoor  iron  was  worth  ;  and 
then,  making  a  fair  allowance  for  having  molds  made,  I  allowed  them  $33  for  the  buoys,  I 
think  it  was,  instead  of  $80. 

Q.  Have  you  had  other  goods  of  the  same  firm  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  the  prices  of  the  other  goods  ? — A.  Very  moderate ;  very  reascoable.  In 
our  Bureau  of  Equipment,  whenever  there  is  an  excess  of  charge,  or  anything  irregular  iu 
that  way,  I  immediately  report  it  to  the  bureau,  and  in  every  instance  have  had  the  matter 
attended  to  and  corrected. 

Q.  Have  they  given  orders  to  this  firm  since  that  timef — A.  No,  sir.  That  was  for  the 
Vaudalia,  and  she  went  off,  and  we  closed  down  on  all  purchases  afler  that.  The  purchases 
in  the  bureau  are  very  small.  There  is  nothiug  but  state-room  furniture  and  carpets  for 
the  cabin. 

Q.  Don't  you  have  a  purchasing-paymaster  here  ?— A.  There  is  one  in  Boston, 

Q.  Does  he  not  purchase  such  articles  as  you  call  for  T — A.  No,  sir;  the  bills  go  to  him  for 
settlement. 

Q.  Does  he  not  go  into  fhe  market  and  make  purchases  ? — A.  That  is  merely  incidental , 
when  we  are  short  of  anything,  and  have  no  time  to  send  anywhere  else  to  get  it,  or  it  is 
something  not  in  the  regular  line.  If  we  want  a  few  pounds  of  wire  to  make  hooks,  of 
course  we  get  it  from  some  other  department.  If  we  want  some  small  thing,  a  dozen  cbiiirs 
for  a  cabin,  for  instance,  we  send  over  there. 

Q,  Is  that  all  the  use  you  have  for  the  purchasing- paymaster  f— A.  O,  no. 

Q.  What  does  he  do  ? — A.  He  settles  tor  all  tlje  purchases  for  the  yard,  settles  for  th« 
transportation  we  send  away,  settles  for  the  transportation  on  board  of  the  receiving-ship, 
and  pays  all  bills  outside  of  the  navy-yard  ;  pays  the  Navy  officers'  traveling  expenses,  aud 
the  Navy  officers'  pay  that  are  ordered  to  the  station. 

By  Mr.  Bukleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  your  bills  are  paid  with  the  usual  promptness  now  or  not  ^^    _^ 
No,  sir ;  1  can't  say. 


BOSTON   NAVY- YARD.  33 

Q.  You  know  of  no  failure  in  the  promptness  of  payment  ? — A.  I  can't  say  whether  there 
13  or  not.     The  bills  receive  my  signature  indorsement  that  they  are  correct. 
Q.  You  know  about  your  own  pay? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Are  you  paid  in  full  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  as  soon  as  a  bill  leaves  my  hands,  with  my 

indoTsement  upon  the  back  that  the  material  has  been  received  in  (rood  order,  that  bill  goes 

over  to  the  purchasing  paymaster,  and  I  see  no  more  of  it.   Whether  it  is  paid  six  months 

after,  or  a  year  after,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  know.   I  presume  they  are  paid  about  as 

impidlv  as  Government  bills  usually  are. 

Q.  bo  you  think  the  office  of  civil  engineer  in  this  yard  is  necessary? — A.  Not  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  yon  think  his  clerk  can  be  dispensed  with  ? — A.  I  cannot  go  into  the  detail  of  the 
matter,  bat  I  think  the  office  might  be  dispensed  with  altogether,  as  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  is  rarely  a  civil  engineer  fills  the  position. 

Q.  Do  your  duties  and  his  ever  come  in  collision  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  there  not  a  great  many  of  the  duties  which  he  attends  to  which  you  could  just  as 
veil  do?~A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  does  not  come  in  contact  with  me.  He  could  not  do  it,  because 
tbe  distance  between  us  is  too  great.  I  have  charge  of  the  yard,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
cftoimodore  I  am  commandant.  But  I  can  see  his  finger  in  a  good  many  things  where 
be  trnsts  to  my  easy-getting-aloDg  manner. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  watchmen  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  those  duties  could  as  well  be  performed  by  the  marines  T — A.  I 
doubt  if  the  marines  could  do  the  duty  as  well.  These  watchmen  have  been  here  for  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  and  they  have  too  much  to  lose  to  connive  at  any  dishonesty  ;  whereas  a 
mvioe,  who  is  here  to-day  and  on  board  ship  to-morrow,  has  not  the  same  interest. 

Q.  How  many  clerks  have  vou,  and  what  work  do  they  perform  f — A.  I  have  one  clerk, 
who  keeps  the  record  of  all  the  laborers  in  the  yard.  Reports  from  all  the  different  depart- 
ooeDts  are  sent  to  me  every  day  I  receive  a  written  statement  of  all  the  yards  and  docks 
people  and  what  they  are  employed  at,  cleaning  streets,  screening  coal,  and  whatever  every 
luo  is  doing.  There  are  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them.  Then  he  also  keeps  the  navy- 
7vd  log,  and  does  any  writing  I  may  require. 

Q.  You  have  only  one  man  ? — A.  Only  one  man.  I  had  two,  but  since  we  reduced  the 
work  down  I  discharged  one. 

Q.  Do  you  think  tbe  inspector  of  timber  plight  be  dropped,  and  the  heads  of  bureaus 
^  tbe  work  better  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  the  head  of  the  bureau  does  the  work,  in- 
dependently of  the  inspector. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  does  not  follow  the  inspection  by  the  inspector  ? — A.  When 
^eiiupector  has  inspected  a  lot  of  timber,  Mr.  Easby  goes  down  and  inspects  the  timber 
hiffiseli,  and  satisfies  nimself  personally  that  it  is  all  right. 

Q.  Then  whose  inspection  is  taken  7— A.  Mr.  Eflksby*s. 

Q.  What  is  the  use  of  the  other  man's  inspection  ? — A.  I  don't  know.   That  is  some* 

ing  ontside  of  my  department. 

Q.  Do  yon  have  an  inspector  in  your  department  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  a  lieutenant-com- 
BModer  who  is  my  assistant  in  that  department,  and  signs  himself  as  inspector. 

By  Mr.  Jones  :  / 

Q.  Are  yon  familiar  with  the  form  by  which  articles  are  passed  out  of  the  yard  f — A.  Yes. 
Thej  are  passed  out  bv  a  pass  signed  by  me. 

Q.  Who  is  the  gate-keeper  1 — A.  The  gate-keeper  is  the  sergeant  of  the  guard,  with  a  de  • 
tectire  there  by  the  name  of  Trickey. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Trickey 's  duty  f — A.  It  is  that  of  a  detective,  and  very  useful  he  has 
been,  too,  in  searching  out  petty  larcenies,  thefts,  and  preventing,  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
people, disreputable  cnaracters  from  coming  into  the  yard.  He  is  thereat  all  hours  when 
tbe  jard  is  open,  when  carts  are  coming  in  and  out,  and  he  also  sees  that  the  workmen  in 
g(Hii((  oat  carry  off  nothing.  A  good  many  men  have  been  stopped  by  him  since  he  has  been 
OQ  dntv  in  the  yard,  who  were  attempting  to  carry  off  things. 

Q.  Is  he  a  son  of  the  contractor  ? — A.  He  has  acknowledged  to  me  that  Mr.  Trickey  is 
bis  father. 

Q.  Could  he  pass  out  material  without  your  knowledge  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  Does  he  ever  do  it  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know  the  man,  I  don't  think  he  does. 

Q.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  ? — A.  I  don't  know.    It  was  long  before  my  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  about  this  yard? — A.  None  at  all  have  occurred  so  far 

^I  came  here,  except  what  the  commandant  has  told  you. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  Government  officer  receiving  presents  or  bribes  of  any  kind  t — 

a.  Ho  not. 
Q'  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


-  Boston,  March  21,  1876. 

^^HiBony  ofCapt.  E.Y.  McCauley,  continued. 

^«  WiTVESS.  About  this  coal.    It  appears  it  was  ordered  to  come  in  detail.    Mr.  Bartle- 

fi.  Mis.  170,  pt  2- 3 
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man  inspected  the  first,  and  tbej  came  and  rejected  it ;  a  board  of  Navj  officers  was  called. 
That  which  arrived  was  ordered  to  be  docked  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  cost  of 
picking  to  be  taken  from  the  bill  of  the  cost-price.  There  are  the  bills  made  out  with  the 
cost  deducted  of  picking  the  coal ;  and  there  is  a  letter  here  also  which  I  donH  understand, 
referring  to  something  of  that  kind.  At  that  time  we  didn*t  receive  the  orders  describing 
things.  This  was  in  1870,  when  I  was  far  away.  This  letter  is  to  the  commandant,  Com* 
modore  Charles  Steedman,  I  presume — to  the  Navy  Department  Bureau  of  Inspection. 
[Beads  letter  dated  September  J  4,  J  870.] 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Mr.  Bartleman  says  that  this  was  about  3,500  tons  of  coal. — A.  Here  are  the 
amounts  of  coal  received  of  S.  P.  Brown.  Here  is  one  of  464  tons,  by  schooner  Mountain 
Eagle,  13,300,  cost  of  picking  coal,  |213,  deducted.  Here  again  is  S.  P.  Brown.  There  is 
no  deduction  there.  It  was  that  one  single  lot,  I  presume.  That  is  all  I  could  understand 
about  it  very  well.    It  was  never  all  delivered. 

Mr.  Bartleman.  I  have  my  rejections  for  four  of  the  vessels,  and,  if  my  memory  serves 
me,  I  stated  that  the  other  vessels  contained  the  same  kind  of  coal,  and  it  was  decided  by 
the  other  officers.  I  inspected  four,  for  I  have  read  the  orders  this  morning.  [Beads 
report  upon  the  coal  that  was  suitable  to  be  received,  signed  by  Spencer.  Also,  report  of 
Cnief-Engineer  Bartleman,  on  another  lot  that  was  not  suitable  to  be  received.  Also,  another 
report  recommending  that  the  bone  and  slate  ^e  picked  out  of  another  cargo,  which  was  or* 
dered  to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor.  ] 

Q.  Was  it  impossible  to  get  good  coal  without  doing  that  t 

Mr.  Bartleman.  We  managed  to  get  good  coal  the  other  day  by  rejecting  everything- 
which  was  attempted  to  be  shoved  on  upon  us.    It  had  to  be  picked  at  the  mines  and  no& 
at  this  yard.    If  a  party  contracts  to  give  good  coal,  it  is  not  the  way  to  make  it  ^ood  coaL 
by  picking  it  after  it  comes  here.    You  can't  stand  over  the  men  who  are  picking  it  an& 
watch  them. 

Q.  Did  they  use  the  force  of  the  yard  in  picking  it  ? — A.  I  think  they  used  the  ordinary 
gang  of  the  yard  in  picking  this  coal. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  at  work  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell ;  but  it  was  a  suitable  numbe'K' 
of  them. 

Mr.  Mills.  Take  time  to-morrow  and  hunt  up  the  information. 

Adjourned  to  7  o'clock  p.  m.  • 

Coal  Tcuittd  from  S.  P.  Brown  ^-  Son  under  their  contract  for  the  ytars  1870  and  1871. 

Poand*. 

Schooner  M.  A.  Franklin 801i|fS 

Schooner  Panther i^^y^ 

BrigM.  C.  Comery 464iii)^ 

Schooner  Loretta  Fish •'>63j5^^ 

Schooner  Bhoda  Holmes 548/^^ 

Schooner  S.  A.  Watson 429^4^ 

Schooner  M.  D.  Haskell: 456i^il^ 

4,liriA«,^T 


Ee^ort  of  board  appoin'ed  to  eiamine  the  coal  of  the  M.  D,  Haskell, 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

September  28,  1870. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date^  we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on 
the  cargo  of  coal  of  the  brig  Comery,  and  respectfully  report :  That  in  our  opinion  a  satis- 
factory selection  can  be  made  fremiti  so  as  to  receive  it  in  conformity  with  the  contract ;  and 
we  recommend  that  all  the  lamps  of  solid  slate  and  those  containing  slate  or  dirt,  so  far  as 
practicable,  be  picked  out  by  hand  before  it  is  received  in  store. 
Bespectfully,  &c., 

A.  BBYSON, 
Captain  United  States  Navw. 
E.  LAWTON, 
Chief  Engineer  United  Stmtet  Aavf . 

£.  D.  BOBIE, 
Chief  Engineer  United  States  jYacy. 
J.  HANSCOM, 
?'aval  Constructor  United  States  Aary. 
Commodore  Chas.  Steedman, 

Commandant, 
Approved. 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

Command^^^^  ^ 
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Tbis  coal  was  picked  over  on  the  recommendation  of  the  board  by  the  ordinary  gang,  and 
ebuged  by  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  to  the  department  in  transfer  account ;  the  total  cost 
of  picking  the  coal  was  deducted  from  the  account  of  S.  P.  Brown  &  Son. 


Copy  of  report  of  board  appointed  to  examine  coal  of  schooner  M.  D,  Haskell, 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

September  30, 1870. 

Sm:  In  obedience  to  juur  order  of  this  date,  we  haye  held  a  strict  and  careful  suryey  on 
ibecofil  DOW  in  the  schooner  M.  D.  Haskell,  and  report  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  not  of  a 
quality  sufficiently  good  to  be  received. 

Rwpectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

A.  BRYSON, 
Captain  United  States  Navy. 
E.  LAWTON, 
"Chief  Engineer  United  States  Navy, 

E.  D.  ROBIE, 
Chief  Engineer  United  States  Navy, 
GEO.  P.  HUNT, 
First  Assistant  Engineer  United  States  Navy, 

Commodore  CfiAS.  Steedman, 

Commandant. 

This  board  was  appointed  by  commandant  to  examine  this  coal,  and  the  correspondence 
in  relation  thereto  was  made  by  the  senior  officer  of  the  board. 


[The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  dated  Washington,  D.   C,  October  1,  1870. 

Keceived  at  Charlestown,  Mass.] 

To  Commodore  Chas.  Steedman, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard : 

Coal  per  Mary  £.  Haskell  has  been  inspected,  passed,  and  paid  for  at  Philadelphia. 
It  mast  be  received. 

DANL.  AMMEN, 
For  Chief  of  Bureau  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 


Copy  (f  report  of  board  on  the  schooner  Loretta  Fish, 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

September  28,  1870. 

Sir*.  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on 
the  coal  in  the  schooner  Loretta  Fish,  and  report,  in  our  opinion,  the  quality  is  not  suffi- 
ciently good  to  be  received. 
Respectfally,  &.c., 

A.  BRYSON, 
Captain  United  States  Navy, 
E.  LAWTON, 
Chiff  Engineer  United  States  Navy. 

E.  D.  ROBIE, 
Chief  Engineer  United  States  Navy, 
GEO.  P.  HUNT, 
First  Assistant  Engineer  United  States  Navy, 

'n»  correspondence  in  relation  to  this  coal  was  made  by  the  senior  officer  of  the  board, 
tta  ^e  have  no  record  on  the  files  of  this  office  in  relaUon  to  the  above  coal. 


y 
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Copy  of  report  of  board  appointed  to  examine  coal  of  schooner  M.  A.  Franklin. 

United  States  Na^-y-Yard,  Boston,     \ 

SepUmber  14, 1^1^; 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  jour  order  of  this  date,  we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  sarvej  al 
the  coal  ou  board  the  schooner  M.  A.  Franklin,  and  respectfullj  report  in  our  opinioa i(i 
good  quality,  and  should  be  received. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  F.  8PICER, 

Captain  United  Statet  Aocf 

E.  LAWTON, 

Chief  Engineer  Untied  Stetes  Atij 

GEO.  P.  HUNT, 

First  Assistant  Engineer  United  Slates  Nts{ 

C.  J.  McCONNELL,  1 
Assistant  Engineer  United  States  Sam 


Commandant  Navy^Yardj  Boston.  1 


Commodore  Chas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Approved. 

CHAS.  STE 

CommandtUi 

i 
y 

We  have  no  correspondence  in  this  office  showing  why  this  board  was  ordered. 


CHAS.  STEEDMAX,    I 


Report  of  hoard  appointed  to  ezamine  coal  received  from  schooner  R.  Holmes. 

United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

September  28,  It 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  sorre 
the  coal  now  in  the  schooner  R.  Holmes,  and  report  that  in  our  opinion  it  is  not  of  a  qi 
sufficiently  good  to  be  received. 
Respectfully,  &.C., 

A.  BRYSON, 
Captain  United  StaUs  S» 
E.  LAWTON. 
ChitfEnginur  United  States  St 

E.  ROBIE, 
Chirf^  Engineer  United  States  Ss 

GEO.  P.  HUNT. 
First  Assistant  Enginur  United  States  Set 
Commodore  Chas.  Steedman, 

Commandant, 
Approved. 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 
s  Commanii 

The  correspondence  in  relation  to  this  coal  was  between  the  senior  officer  of  the 
and  the  commandant. 


Boston,  March  20, 1; 
E.  K.  McMiCHAEL  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  bending-machine  at  the  navy-yard  ?— Adsw 
I  known  of  a  bending-machine  that  once  stood  in  East  Boston,  which  was  built  by  Mr.  6 
fiths,  and,  as  I  understood,  was  owned  by  Glidden  d&  Williams,  Howes  &,  Crowell,  &n 
man  by  the  name  of  Brown.  I  was  a  ship-builder  at  that  time  in  Boston,  and  some  time  li 
the  machine  was  completed  and  in  operation,  I  was  invited,  with  others,  to  witness  its  op 
ation.  At  that  time  Mr.  Isaiah  Hanscom,  who  was  then  constructor  at  the  Charlestown  ds 
yard,  was  present,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  bent  one  or  more  sticks  of  timber.  I  had  talked  w 
Mr.  Hanscom  before  in  regard  to  -the  machine,  and  he  always  claimed  that  it  wasaai 
practicable  thing,  and  after  witnessing  the  operation,  Mr.  Hanscom  said  that  the  machine  « 
not  practicable  for  ship-building  purposes.     His  argument  was,  that  you  could  not  beiM 


I 
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straigbt  stick  of  timber,  and  have  it  as  strong  as  nature  would  make  a  crooked  stick.     He 
did  Bot  believe  it  wonld  ever  come  into  practical  use  as  a  practical  success  in  ship-building*. 
Q.  Was  William  Hanscom  there  at  that  time  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  Uiat  he  had 
V)«eTi  re-instated  at  that  time,  and  I  do  not  know  but  he  had. 
Q.  Bo  you  know  that  that  machine  was  ever  used  in  building  a  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  was  the  name  of  that  ship  ? — ^A.  The  New  Era. 
Q.  How  large  a  ship  was  she  ? — A.  I  think  about  ]  ,200  tons. 

Q.  What  was  her  frame  made  of  7 — A.  White  oak.  Thej  were  a  long  while  building 
Ut,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  told  me  the  cause  of  the  delay  was,  that  they  could  not  get  the  right 
kind  of  timber  to  bend  ;  it  took  a  peculiar  kind  of  timber.  He  talked  with  me  about  get- 
Uds;  some  timber  for  him.    I  had  a  brother-in-law  in  Maryland  who  was  in  the  business. 

Q.  Ordinary  timber  would  not  work  with  that  machine  ?— A.  No, sir;  that  is,  not  for 
iliMp  curves. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  the  frame  of  any  other  ship  to  be  built  by  the  use  of  this  machine 
eiwpt  the  New  Era  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  New  Era  was  pronounced  a 'success  7 — A.  Mr.  Grif- 
fiths pronounced  it  a  success,  and  I  have  heard  some  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  say  it  was 
a  success.    That  is,  the  ship  stood  well. 

Q.  Did  tbe  owners  of  the  bending-machine  own  any  part  of  the  ship  ? — A.  The  owners 
of  the  machine  built  the  ship,  as  I  understood. 

Q.  Those  same  owners  never  used  it  on  any  other  ship  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  never  used 
except  on  this  one  ship. 
Q.  Have  those  same  owners  built  any  ship  since  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
Q.  ^Mlat  became  of  that  machine  afterward? — A.  I  understood  the  Government  bought 
it  ind  put  it  into  the  Charlestown  navy-yard. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  put  that  machine  into  tbe  Charlestown  navy-yard? — A.  I 

^id  not  see  it  going  there.    I  know  it  as  well  as  I  know  anything  that  I  did  not  help  handle. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  it  in  the  yard  f — A.  I  was  never  in  the  building  but  once.         ( 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  you  know  about  the  machine  after  that  7 — A.  I  have  no 

bowledge  to  impart  about  the  machine  after  it  was  in  the  yard.    I  don't  know  anything 

iboDt  it. 

Q.  What  other  prominent  ship-builders  were  present  at  the  time  the  trial  was  made  at 
Ewt  Boston  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  now. 

Q-  Was  there  a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  machine,  at  that  time, 
oDtjide  of  those  interested  in  it  ?— A.  I  don't  think  you  can  find  a  ship-builder  in  Boston 
who  would  not  condemn  it. 

Q.  And  did  then  condemn  it  7 — A.  Always  did,  whenever  I  heard  them  speak  of  it. 

Q.  How  large  was  tbe  timber  that  you  saw  operated  on  there  with  the  machine?  Was 
>i  large  eooueh  for  the  frame  of  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  ton  ship  ? — A.  If  I 
remember,  he  bent  two  sticks  for  hanging  knees  that  would  have  been  suitable  to  put  into 
iten  or  twelve  hundred  ton  ship. 

Q.  Did  he  break  the  grain  oi  the  timber  in  bending  it? — A.  Not  very  much,  those  pieces 
tbat  he  bent. 

Q.  Were  they  steamed  before  he  bent  them  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  hot  when  he  bent  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  usage  here,  where  a  man  proposes  to  build  the  hull  of  a  ship ;  is  he  ex- 
P«t^  to  put  her  in  the  water  or  not  at  his  own  expense  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  you  made  a  bid  on  the  Enterprise  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  to  put  her  in  the  water  when  you  made  that  bid  ? — A.  I  should  not 
want  to  say  without  looking  at  my  proposals.  Perhaps  I  may  have  excepted  that.  If  I  did 
not  except  it,  I  expected  to  put  her  in  the  water,  of  course.  If  I  build  a  vessel,  I  expect  to 
launch  her. 

Q.  Id  the  case  of  the  McKay  ship,  building  the  hull  and  putting  in  the  machinery,  what 
wonld  you  expect,  if  nothing  was  said  in  regard  to  launching  her  ? — A.  I  should  have  ex- 
pected to  have  built  that  ship,  launched  her,  and  done  all  the  wood-work  connected  with 
putting  in  the  machinery — **  waited  upon  the  machinery,"  as  we  call  it ;  cutting  the  holes, 
and  doing  all  such  work. 

Q.  How  much  would  it  be  worth  to  lauuch  that  ship  ? — A.  I  would  have  launched  the 
McKay  ship  for  $500. 

Q.  Without  assistance  from  the  Government  employes  ? — A.  0,  yes. 

Q.  What  would  have  been  the  expense  of  launcbiDg  the  Enterprise,  built  in  Kittery. 
the  Government  putting  out  the  lines  to  stop  her,  furnishing  blocking  convenient,  making 
the  wedges,  and  getting  out  the  ways?— A.  I  should  rather  launch  a  ship  outside,  but 
then  1  should  have  been  glad  to  launch  that  ship  for  $300. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  $500  would  have  been  sufficieut  to  launch  the  Enterprise  where 
«litwMl— A.  Yes,  sir. 
C^.  Bo  you  think  it  could  have  been  contracted  to  have  been  done  for  that  by  as  good 


%bu)-buildeT8  as  there  are  in  this  vicinity  t—A.  Yes,  sir. 
V^.  li  was  a  pretty  large  job;  was  there  mu 


i  \       .  ^\^^  ^**  *  pretty  large  job;  was  there  much  conipetilion  and  talk  among  ahip-builders 
^  \       Uittiaiion  10  getting ihege  contracts ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  considerable  on  boh  ships;  that  is. 
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on  tlie  Griffiths  and  McKay  ship.    There  was  considerable  competition  on  the  Griffiths 
ship. 

Q.  There  were  not  a  threat  mauj  bids,  I  suppose  yon  understand? — A.  I  understand 
there  were  but  three  bids. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  understand  or  hear  why  there  were  not  any  more  t  Did  you  ever  hear 
any  ship-builder  say  they  should  not  build  the  ships,  and  eive  any  reason  for  not  biddinj^ 
on  either  of  them  f — A.  I  have  heard  some  of  tbem  say  the  reason  they  did  not  bid  was 
because  thev  took  it  for  granted  I  was  ffoin^  to  have  the  Griffiths  job,  and  it  was  no  use 
for  them  to  bid  for  it.  I  have  understood  that  the  people  at  Kittery  supposed  I  was  going  to 
have  her.    I  don't  know  why  they  should  think  so. 

Q.  Did  either  Mr.  McKay,  or  Mr.  Griffiths,  or  both  of  them,  hold  out  any  inducement  to 
you  to  aid  them  in  getting  their  contracts  f — A.  Mr.  Griffiths  never  did.  I  did  all  I  could 
to  aid  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  How  much  did  he  agree  to  give  you  for  doing  that  ? — A.  He  agreed  to  give  me  for 
helping  him  get  the  vessel,  and  my  services  on  her,  (I  went  to  Washington  for  him,  at  his 
request,  and  assisted  him  what  I  could,)  which  were  not  to  exceed  four  months,  |3,rxK). 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Washington  and  render  him  four  months' service  on  it  f — A.  Xo,  sir; 
the  four  months'  service  was  to  be  in  building  the  ship. 

Q.  Did  you  render  it  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  pav  you  $3,000  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  mucn  aid  he  pay  you  f — A.  He  paid  me  $675. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  in  Washington  in  relation  to  it  f — A.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Hanscom- 

Q.  What  inducement  did  you  hold  out  to  Mr.  Hanscom  ? — A.  Weil,  I  don't  know  ;  I  sim- 
ply coaxed  him  to  give  it  to  McKay ;  that  is  all  there  was  about  it ;  the  same  as  anybody 
would. 

Q.  You  went  to  Washington  and  used  what  influence  you  conld  with  Mr.  Hanscom  to 
get  him  to  give  the  ship  to  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  covers  it  about  all.  I  made  no  prom* 
ise  and  offered  no  inducement  to  him. 

Q.  When  he  got  the  contract  Mr.  McKay  did  not  require  your  services  any  further f— A- 
Mr.  McKay  commenced  work  on  his  ship,  and  I  asked  him  from  time  to  time  when  he 
wanted  me  to  go  to  work.  Finally,  I  did  go  to  the  navy -yard,  and  picked  out  a  stem,  e^ 
stem,  &c.,  and  worked  four  or  five  days  for  him.  His  friends  were  all  the  time  coming  to 
me  and  asking  me  if  I  wouldn't  settle  off  with  McKay  short  of  |3,000.  The  first  I  knew,  to 
my  surprise,  I  had  an  appointment  from  the  Navy  Department  to  so  to  New  York  an<l 
superintend  the  repairs  of  iron-clad  ships.  Then  I  lookc^d  the  thing  all  over,  and  knowing 
he  was  a  hard  man  to  get  along  with,  I  settled  with  him  the  best  I  could,  and  got  |675,  when- 
he  had  agreed  to  ^ive  me,  and  I  have  his  writing  to  that  effect,  |3,000.  ^ 

Q.  What  iron-clads  did  you  superintend  ? — A.  I  superintended  the  repairs  on  the  Catskill 
and  one  other  iron-clad,  the  name  of  which  I  cannot  recall. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  appointment,  how  long  were  you  there,  and  what  were 
you  paid  ? — A.  I  received  a  telegraphic  aispatch  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction^ 
Mr.  Hanscom,  to  report  at  No.  34  Murray  street,  to  Mr.  Steele,  who  was  the  constructor  there  ; 
that  is,  he  had  charge  of  all  the  outaide  work.  I  went  there  without  knowing  what  my  pay 
would  be,  really.  It  was  intimated  to  me  that  it  would  be  $1,500  a  year.  I  supposed  it 
would  be  more,  and  I  went  there  and  staid  through  January,  February,  March,  April,  and 
May.  The  Catskill  was  repaired  by  Tom  Rowan,  at  Green  Point.  The  other  vessel  was 
repaired  right  across  the  river,  at  Quintard  &  Murphey's.  They  were  light-clad  monitorst 
both  of  them.    I  was  acting  under  Robert  Steele,  constructor. 

Q.  What  pay  did  you  get  for  that  ? — A.  At  the  rate  of  $1,500  a  year.  That  shows  you 
that  it  was  a  losing  go  with  me,  settling  off  as  I  did  with  McKay.  I  could  not  afford  to  stay 
in  New  York  for  any  $l,.500  a  year. 

Q.  Were  you  iu  Washington  at  the  time  the  President  signed  the  bill  for  the  building  of 
the  eight  sloops  of  war  ? — A.  I  was  there  the  day  the  President  signed  the  bill,  as  I  was  told. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Griffiths  there  at  the  same  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  hmi  about  building  any  of  those  ships  ? — A.  I  talked 
with  him  about  where  thev  would  be  built,  and  he  told  me  they  would  part  of  them  be  built 
outside  and  part  in ;  and  he  told  me  he  should  have  one  of  them. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  the  grounds  of  his  belief  ?— A.  Not  at  all.  I  was  rather  surprised  that 
the  man  should  know  so  much.    I  did  not  know  any  reason  why  he  should  know. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hanscom  tell  you  anything  about  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject? — A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  Did  your  bid  on  the  Enterprise  cover  all  the  specifications  required  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
was  very  particular  in  that  matter. 

Q.  Why  were  you  so  particular  ?— A.  Because  I  thought  it  was  an  important  matter  for 
me  to  cover  everything  in  my  proposals,  so  that  I  should  not  leave  out  anything  that  Ai^y- 
body  would  put  in,  and  thereby  lose  the  contract  by  not  putting  in  all  the  specifications 
called  for. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  your  bid  ?— -A.  $46,725.     I  would  like  to  state  that  X 
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p\oyed  one  of  the  best  naval  architects  in  the  countrj  to  take  the  specifications  and  draw  my 
pro^sala  from  it,  being  sore  to  cover  everj  point. 

By  Mr.  Jokes  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  specifications  for  the  Enterprise  are  in  the  yard  now? — 
A.  1  piesame  they  are. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  memorandnm  furnished  you  by  Mr.  Hanscom  explaining  wbat  was 
me&Qt  by  those  proposals  f — ^A.  Never  in  the  world.     Not  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  have  the  proposals  according  to  the  advertisement  of  July  30,  1873,  for  build - 
iug  these  floops-of- war  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  yon  cover  all  that  was  mentioned  in  those  proposals? — A.  Everything. 
Q.  Was  there  anything  impracticable  in  making  a  contract  strictly  according  to  the  pro- 
ponls  pablished  and  the  specifications  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  should  not  have  objected  to  it. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hanscom  or  anybody  else  describe  what  were  the  '*  facilities  of  the  yard  ?" 
Wiiat  did  yon  understand  by  that  phrase  ? — A.  I  understood  that  I  would  have  the  use  of 
the  facilities  of  the  yard,  the  tools  and  teams  to  do  my  work. 

Q.  And  men  to  use  the  teams  and  tools  7 — A.  Men  to  drive  the  teams ;   of  course,  I  did 
not  suppose  they  were  going  to  do  my  work  for  me.    I  supposed  that  anything  that  was 
[       dose  in  the  mill  they  would  do. 

I         Q.  Did  you  expect  they  were  going  to  get  out  your  moldings  and  panels,  mortice  your 
doof8,aDd  all  that  sort  of  thing? — iL  No,  sir;  I  did  not  suppose  anything  like  that.    If  I 
bid  had  the  vessel,  I  should  have  gone  to  a  joiner  outside  and  got  him  to  do  the  work  the 
\       same  as  I  would  to  do  any  other  joiner-work. 

Q.  YoQ  would  not  have  expected  them  to  turn  out  your  bannisters  '^—A.  No,  sir ;  nor 
file  mj  saws,  nor  anything  like  that,  which  they  did  for  Mr.  Griffiths. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  supposed  the  Government  would  furnish  the  men  to  run  the  tools  ? — A.  I  sup- 
posed they  would  run  the  mill,  and  plane  any  timber  that  I  wanted  planed,  or  saw  any  that 
I  wanted  sawed. 

Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Griffiths  ?— A.  I  have  known  him  eight  or  nine  years. 

H'  Wbat  has  been  his  business  since  you  have  known  him  ? — A.  The  first  I  knew  of  him 
wa«  in  connection  with  this  bending-machine  over  in  East  Boston. 

Q.  Had  he  ever  had  any  contract  with  the  Government  to  your  knowledge,  before  he  had 
the  contract  for  the  Enterprise  7 — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  How  many  sons  has  he  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  never  saw  but  two.  I  know  two  by 
li^t 

Q.  Were  either  of  his  sons  ever  connected  with  this  bending-machine  ? — A.  1  guess  they 
both  were. 

Q.  Are  they  both  with  him  now  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  know  that  one  of  them  had  a  lamp-patent  for  sale?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(}.  Did  you  ever  meet  him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  his  name  was  Oliver. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  any  bribery  or  anything  of 
that  kind  in  connection  with  that  bending-machine ;  dia  he  ever  tell  you  that  his  father 
or  the  owners  of  the  bending-machine  haa  to  pay,  or  did  pay,  Mr.  Hanscom  any  money  for 
his  influence  with  the  Navy  Department  to  inctuce  them  to  buy  that  machine  1 — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  sav  anything  in  relation  to  his  having  a  claim  en  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  He  told  me  that  he  held  the  patents  for  this  planing- machine  and  sold 
them,  I  think  he  told  me  for  $6,000 ;  I  understood  him,  that  after  it  was  sold  to  the  Govern- 
ment he  still  held  the  patents.  I  used  to  see  him  riding  back  and  forth  during  the  construc- 
tioD  of  the  bending-machine  mill.  I  met  him  in  New  York  about  two  vears  ago,  and  he 
nid  he  had  taken  his  part  of  the  money  which  was  received  for  the  sale  of  the  bending- 
machine,  which  I  think  was  $6,000,  and  went  to  Chicago  and  invested  it  in  trade  there,  and 
wai  unfortunate,  and  bought  a  lamp-patent  for  which  he  paid  $2,000,  and  had  it  left  on  his 
hands  there.  I  judged  he  did  not  consider  it  of  any  very  great  value ;  it  was  an  elephant  on 
hit  hands,  and  he  wanted  to  sell  half  of  it.     He  said  if  I  could  give  him  $400  for  one-half  of 

it,  he  would  give  me  one-half  of  all  he  could  get  in  the  future  on  some  presumed  claim  that 

he  had  on  the  Department. 

By  Mr,  Mills: 

^*  ^**  ^u  °^  *^®  Department  or  on  the  bureau  ?— A.  The  Navy  Department,  I  think  he 
««m;  that  they  would  be  glad  to  give  him  a  certain  amount  of  money.  The  **  Navy  De- 
Vamnent"  was  what  he  said.  . 

%  What  does  that  mean  ?— A.  It  means  Mr.  Hanscom  and  Mr.  Robeson. 
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By  Mr.  Jones  :       / 

Q.  Did  be  g^ve  you  to  understand  how  much  he  thought  he  could  get  out  of  them  ? — A. 
He  told  me  he  calculated  to  get  $10,000. 

Q.  And  if  you  would  buy  one-half  of  this  lamp  be  would  give  you  one-half  of  all  he  could 
•get  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  convey  to  you  the  impression  that  he  thought  they  were  in  such  a  position  that 
ihey  would  give  him  that  large  amount  of  money  ? — A.  The  idea  was,  that  they  were  in 
such  a  position  that  they  would  give  him  this  hush-money,  or  black- mail;  I  don't  know 
what  you  would  call  it. 

Q.  But  he  said  he  thought  they  would  be  glad  to  give  him  $10,000? — A.  He  said  he 
thought  it  would  be  good  for  about  $10,000. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  him  since  ? — A.  I  never  have  seen  him  nor  heard  of  him  since.  I 
don*t  know  what  became  of  him. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Griffiths  has  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  given  any  prop- 
erty, or  money,  or  the  representative  of  either,  to  any  one  connected  with  the  Navy  Depart^ 
ment  to  aid  him  in  the  procurement  of  his  contract  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  has  given  any  inducement  of  that  kind  to  any  one 
connected  with  the  Navy  to  obtain  any  benefit  from  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  you  give  for  that  bending-machine? — A.  I  should  not  want  it  at  any 
price.    That  is  to  say,  Icould  sell  it  for  what  it  is  worth  for  old  junk. 

Q.  Wp/S  it  worth,  in  your  judgment,  about  what  old  iron  would  be  worth  ? — A.  That  is- 
what  I  consider  it.    I  should  not  know  what  to  do  with  it  if  I  had  it,  if  I  had  a  ship-yard. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  policy  of  the  Navy  "to  build  their  frames  of  live-oak  timber,  and  do  theyr 
not  propose  to  do  it  ? — A.  I  understand  the  Navy  Department  does  not  propose  to  use  any- 
thing but  live-oak  for  frames.  For  bending  easy  curves  of  white  oak,  the  bending-machine 
will  do  very  well. 


'  Boston,  March  21,  1876. 

Richard  M.  BartlEiMan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  are  the  chief  o^"  what  bureau  ? — Answer.  I  am  the  chief  engineer  of  tho 
yard.  I  am  a  steam-engineer  and  head  of  the  department  of  steam-engineeriug,  Boston, 
yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  navy-yard  here,  the  correction  of  which  yon  can 
suggest  to  the  committee  f — A.  Well,  no,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  do,  except  the  forcing  of  incom* 
petent  or  unnecessary  men  upon  the  heads  of  departments  by  influential  friends. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  being  emploved  in  your  department,  or  any  other  depart- 
ment in  the  yard,  who  are  unfit  for  the  service  they  are  to  render  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  my 
department. 

Q.  In  any  of  the  others  ? — A.  I  have  heard  about  this  man  Galvin  not  being  fit  for  the  po- 
sition he  held. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  machinery  taken  out  of  these  two  iron-clads,  the 
Wassuc  and  the  Shawnee  7 — A.  .It  is  now  being  delivered  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dole,  by 
order  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  at  Washington. 

Q.  What  are  those  machines  and  boilers  worth  in  each  one  of  those  boats  ? — A.  Well,  I 
suppose  they  probably  cost  $75,000  each. 

Q.  What  are  they  worth  now  in  the  market  ? — A.  I  douH  think  they  are  worth  anything. 
They  are  of  a  pattern  that  would  not  be  adapted  to  any  other  ship  that  they  could  put  theoL 
in  now.    They  are  made  expressly  for  that  class  of  vessels. 

Q.  They  would  not  be  fit  for  stationary  engines  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Q.  What  about  the  boilers  ? — A.  Well,  the  boilers  are  of  a  type,  built  very  low,  that  would 
suit  just  that  class  of  vessels  and  would  not  be  adapted  to  other  vessels.  They  have  not 
power  for  the  class  of  vessels  building  or  likely  to  be  built. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Whether  as  old  material  the  boilers  and  engines  are  worth  more  than  $10,000  f — A.  I 
should  think  so,  where  they  could  use  the  shaiting.  There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  brass- 
work  about  them.  They  cost  something  to  cut  up.  It  costs  about  |7  a  ton  to  cut  t'.iem  up^ 
so  that  they  can  be  converted  into  bar  or  other  siiaped  iron. 

Q.  That  is  the  boilers  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  • 
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Q.  Yon  mean  to  cnt  up  the  boilers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mean  t^at  in  cutting  them  up  it 
would  cost  about  $7  a  ton. 

Q.  How  much  would  those  boilers  weigh  ?— A.  Those  boilers  would  weigh,  as  near  as  I 
can  think,  probablj  twentj-eight  tons  each. 

Q.  What  would  they  be  worth  as  old  iion  7 — A.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  they  could  sell  them 
for  1^  or  li  cents  a  pounds    At  one  time  we  had  a  rolling-mill  going  on  in  the  yard,  and  we 
Tised  to  conyert  all  tnose  old  boilers  into  bar-iron.    We  made  seven  or  eight  hundred  tons  of 
W-iron  here  that  would  stand  a  tensile  strain  of  between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand  pounds 
yer  square  inch.    It  is  better  than  any  you  can  bay,  and  compaies  favorably  with  the  finest 
iron  made. 
Q.  How  many  of  those  boilers  were  there  to  each  boat  ? — A.  Two,  T  think,  sir. 
Q.  Well,  then,  you  think  that  those  boilers  would  be  worth,  at  a  cent  a  pound,  $2,000  f — 
A.  That  would  be  $2f2A0  a  ton  :  112  tons  for  the  four  would  be  $2,500. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  other  engines  disposed  of  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  were 
endues  in  the  yard  that  have  disappeared  since  I  left.  They  were  the  engines  taken  out 
of  the  large  iron-clad. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  them  ? — A.  I  don't  know  ;  they  are  gone.  I  don't  know  where 
they  went.    I  heard  of  their  being  sold  to  some  parties. 

Q.  What  was  the  iron-clad  ?— A.  I  think  one  that  is  being  reb|iilt  now  in  New  York — 
theMiantonomoh. 

Q.  Had  those  engines  been  used  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  used  in  that  ship  dunng  her 
life,  and  then  taken  out  and  stored  in  the  yard. 
Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoar  books  give  any  account  of  them  f — A.  Yes.  sir ;  we  have  the  whole  thing  from 
tbem. 

Q-  Was  that  a  good  engine ;  are  you  familiar  with  it  ? — A.  I  have  seen  them.  They  were 
in  pood  order — excellent  engines,  simple  engines.  They  were  double  engines,  two  on  each 
shaft,  for  driving  vessels  designed  on  the  Monitor  principle. 

Q.  What  were  the  four  worth  ? — A.  I  don't  suppose  they  would  sell  for  a  great  deal. 
Thejwere  designed  by  Mr.  Isherwood,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  prejudice  by  some 
■gaiwt  his  machinery,  although  they  were  excellent  engines.  The  difficulty  is,  however,  in 
tpplring  old  engines.    I  suppose  they  would  not  have  sold  for  more  than  old  metal. 

Q.  Would  they  not  have  done  to  have  gone  into  som«  of  the  boats  that  the  Government 
is  building  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  they  go  into  the  Adams  or  the  Essex  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  they  would. 
They  are  intended  to  drive  twin  screws,  and  they  take  up  a  good  deal  of  space.  They 
voQld  have  done  for  gunboats,  used  separately ;  that  is,  injpairs. 

Q.  Would  they  have  done  for  the  Miantonomoh  ? — A.  Perhaps  so.  I  think  that  if  the 
>^v  ship  is  to  have  as  good  a  model  and  displacement,  the  engines  would  drive  her  as  fast 
>s  the  old  ship :  that  is,  nine  or  ten  knots. 

Q-  Is  not  that  about  the  maximum  speed  in  iron-clads  ? — A.  I  guess  that  is  a  little  faster 
than  tbey  can  average. 

Q.  Do  you  think  these  vessels  could  be  built  to  be  driven  with  that  rate  of  speed  ? — A. 
»«,8ir. 

Q.  And  they  are  in  excellent  condition  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  here  when  the  plating  was  taken  off  of  the  Miantonomoh  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I 
^ii  here  when  she  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  New  York. 

Q.  Vfere  you  here  when  the  plating  was  sent  away  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  know  some  of  the 
plating  that  came  from  the  other  vessel,  the  Oregon,  was  taken  down  the  harbor,  some  of 
it?  to  make  a  target  for  Mr.  Wiard.  In  passing  through  the  ship-house  the  other  day  I 
didn't  see  any  iron  for  the  other  ship.  Tne  constructor  would  know  about  the  disposition 
of  that  iron.    It  comes  in  his  department. 

Q.  Was  that  going  to  be  put  on  the  new  ship  ?  It  was  purchased  for  that  purpose  ? — 
*•  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  here  when  the  Miantonomoh  went  to  sea  ? — A.  I  was  here  when  they 
te*ed  her  away. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  condition  that  her  hull  was  in  ?— A.  It  was  very 
rotten. 

Q.  Was  there  much  expense  attending  her? — A.  Only  in  making  her  so  that  she  would 
flo*t  at  sea.  There  was  a  little  calking  and  some  deck  work.  It  was  not  much  expense ; 
1  should  think,  from  the  number  of  men  they  had  on,  that  it  would  amount  to  |3,000» 
''J  in  that  neighborhood.  Perhaps  the  constructor  could  tell  you  exactly.  He  should  have 
that  on  his  books,  and  I  suppose  that  he  has. 
Q-  What  did  she  carry  around  to  New  York  ? — A.  Nothing.  She  was  towed  around 
wwe  to  be  rebuilt. 

Q-  If  she  was  rotten,  what  was  the  necessity  of  rebuilding  her? — A.  Building  a  new 
»^  1  believe. 
\       A-  How  could  they  build  the  new  iron  ship  out  of  a  wooden  one  ? — A.  That  is  one  of 
the  conundrums  1  cannot  answer. 

Q-Wt»  ghe  towed  from  here  to  New  York  or  to  Chelsea? — A.  I  think  sh?  was  towed 
direct  loNpw  Y<Tk. 
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Q.  Are  70a  sure  there  was  Dothing  in  her  f — A.  There  was  nothing  in  her,  except  her 
stern-pipe,  and  sach  parts  of  the  machinery,  as  we  could  not  get  at  to  move.  There  were 
pipes  through  the  stem  or  dead-wood. 

Q.  The  commodore  said  there  was  some  bent  timber  put  into  her. — A.  I  didn't  go  on 
board  her :  she  might  have  been  laden  with  timber  for  aught  I  know. 

Q.  You  have  not  an  j  account  of  any  iron  sent  away  from  your  department  since  you  have 
been  here  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  except  manufactured  iron  that  we  made  here  in  the  yard.  I 
made  a  shipment  the  other  day  to  the  Norfolk  navy-yard  of  2,600  pounds.  Frequently  we 
have  a  requisition  to  ship  it  from  this  yard  to  other  yards. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Why  did  you  quit  the  further  manufacture  of  iron  ? — A.  I  don*t  know.  Perhaps  we 
were  making  iron  too  good. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  order  from  any  one  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  an  order  to  discharge  the 
men.  I  think  it  was  from  the  bureau.  I  think  perhaps  it  might  have  been  in  consequence 
of  having  too  large  a  stock  on  hand.    The  scrap-iron  has  been  sold. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  scrap  except  that  which  accumulated  in  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  all 
the  old  boilers  taken  from  the  ships  were  cut  up  here  and  manufactured  into  bar  and  scrap 
iron.  I  think  at  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  mill  we  probably  had  six  or  eight  boilers  on 
hand. 

Q.  You  could  make  your  iron  cheaper  and  better  than  you  could  buy  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it 
cost  less  than  four  cents  a  pound,  and  we  have  made  iron  here  to  stand  Orf.OOO  pounds  tensile 
strain,     We  probably  have  manufactured  some  seven  or  eight  hundred  tons. 

Q.  What  is  that  machinery  doing  f — A.  It  is  standing  idle. 

Q.  Is  it  going  to  decay  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  take  care  of  it  as  well  as  it  can  be,  with  the  force 
at  command. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  all  your  iron  now? — A.  Not  since  we  commenced  rolling. 

Q.  You  have  iron  of  your  own  manufacture  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  at  times  we  have  large  quaa- 
titles,  probably  500  tons. 

Q.  How  long  has  that  iron  been  here  T — A.  I  think  it  was  su.iimer  before  last,  or  two  sum- 
mers ago,  they  closed  the  mill  just  as  I  was  leaving  here. 

Q.  iJid  you  make  any  small  remind  iron? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  made  nearly  all  sizes.  We 
could  make  any  size  that  the  Navy  required  by  fitting  up  our  works.  We  made  a  good 
many  sizes  of  both  round  and  other  shapes. 

Q.  How  many  years  were  you  manufacturing  ? — A.  I  guess  not  more  thau  two  years 
after  we  got  the  mill  successfully  at  work,  perhaps  three. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  in  1872  you  were  making  good  iron  7-^A.  I  am  not  sure  aboat 
the  year.  Possibly  the  mill  was  up  in  1672.  I  don't  know  whether  at  that  time  they  made 
any  light  iron  or  not.    They  ran  on  a  great  deal  of  coarse  iron. 

Q.  Did  you  manufacture*  bolt-iron  here? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  could  do  that.  We  made  s 
great  deal  of  iron  for  the  constructor,  and  all  we  used  for  our  own  purposes.  We  manufac- 
tured refined  iron  and  made  it  out  of  the  best  charcoal  scrap  and  got  just  the  kind  for  bolt-iron. 
It  cost  us  between  three  and  four  cents  a  pound.  None  of  it  has  ever  gone  up  as  high  as  fi?e 
cents  a  pound,  taking  the  mill  and  everything  into  account. 

Q.  Do  you  allow  something  for  scrap  ? — A.  I  take  in  everything  :  counting  the  expense 
of  labor  and  repair,  and  everything. 

Q.  That  didn't  include  the  material  that  you  made  the  iron  of?— A.  Yes,  sir;  taking  the 
scrap  at  the  market  price. 

Q.  Has  anything  ever  been  shipped  from  the  yard  in  your  department  that  you  can  tell  as 
anything  about  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  since  I  have  been  here  this  time.  We  have  sent  at  dif- 
ferent times  on  requisition  from  ofiicers  of  other  yards,  such  things  as  we  had  in  -store.  In- 
stead of  their  purchasing  we  would  send  to  the  yards  ot  Portsmouth  and  New  York,  irons,  at 
different  times.    Once  in  a  while  we  have  sent  copper  and  zinc. 

Q.  Have  you  sent  anything  to  John  Roach  1 — A.  I  think  there  was  a  lot  of  composition 
sent  to  Mr.  Roach  ;  screw-propellers,  and  different  things  ;  propellers  that  were  here  when  I 
was  attached  to  the  yard  before.  The  store-clerk,  Mr.  Moore,  can  give  you  the  date  of  ev- 
erything.   That  was  in  Steam-Engineering.     I  can  get  that  for  you  from  him. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  I  understand  from  conversation  with  you  that  a  certain  amount  of  money  was  re- 
quired from  the  workmen  for  political  purposes  f — A.  While  stationed  at  the  Portsmouth  navy- 
yard,  ten  years  ago,  this  was  the  case. 

Q.  Who  required  this  of  them? — A.  I  understand  that  the  foreman  collected  it. 

Q*  You  uuaerstand  that  this  was  in  violation  of  the  law? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  anythin/f  of 
that  kind  occurred  in  my  department,  with  my  knowledge,  I  should  stop  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  presents  being  offered  or  received  by  anybody  connected  with 
this  yard  in  an  oflScial  capacity,  from  any  contractor? — A.    I  do  not,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Mills  : 

^  Do  you  know  whether  any  parties  who  furnish  supplies  to  this  yard  pay  any  commis- 
ftions  to  any  one  that  is  intlrested  in  controlling  that  custom  to  them,  inside  of  the  yard,  or 
oiberwiae  T — A^  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  paid  for  the  eng;ine?  aboard  of  the  Adams  and  Essex  1 — A.  I 
do  not.    They  were  contracted  for  by  the  bureau,  I  believe.     We  can  build  any  modern 
micbinery  in  this  yard  that  can  be  built  in  any  works  in  the  United  States.     We  can  build 
the  very  best  machinery  of  all  kinds. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  contractor's  work  ? — A.  I  have  seen  some  poor,  and  some 
good.    As  a  general  thing  it  is  not  equal  to  the  work  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Is  it  (^trimental  to  the  Government  to  have  contractors  perform  their  labor  in  the 
oaTj-jard? — A.  I  should  think  it  was,  sir. 
^  Q.  Does  it  interfere  with  the  discipline  of  the  yard  t — A.  Most  emphatically,  yes 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  In  what  way  is  it  detrimental  to  the  service  ? — A.  Thoy  have  the  benefit  of  the  yard 
and  all  tools  paid  for  by  the  Government.  We  have  to  employ  watchmen  to  see  that  they 
do  not  cany  off  anything  that  does  not  belong  to  them.  Neither  do  the  yard  authorities 
have  any  control  of  them. 

Q.  What  different  constructors  have  been  employed  here  while  you  were  here  ? — A.  Mr. 
Pock  and  his  son,  Mr.  Hartt,  both  Messrs.  Delano,  and  the  Hanscoms.  In  fact  all  the  old 
coostrnctors  have  been  here  during  the  time  that  I  have  been  attached  to  the  yard  in  differ- 
ent csMcities. 

Q.  How  does  the  contract-work  compare  with  your  Government  work  that  you  do  on  your 
own  ressels  ! — A.  I  think  the  Government  work  is  much  superior.  I  have  seen  some  good 
con&act-work,  but  as  a  general  thing  I  think  the  Government  work  is  infinitely  better. 

Q.  Do  you  do  all  the  large  forging  that  is  required  here  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  the  shafting. 
That  is  a  business  of  itself.    There  are  works  at  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  in  Pennsylvania. 
I  suppose  most  of  the  large  establishments  in  the  country  would  buy  their  shafting.    It  re- 
l       qaires  a  peculiar  set  of  men  and  high  pay.   But  all  other  work  we  can  do,  i  e.,  all  the  ordi- 
nary forgings. 

Q.  I  understand  that  all  the  big  shops  have  to  buy  those  things? — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  is 
cheaper  for  them  to  buy  them  than  to  keep  these  men.   They  are  special  men. 

Q-  What  is  vour  idea  of  that  machinery  in  the  Essex  and  Adams ;  do  you  think  it  is 
W  good  machinery  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  very  good  machinery. 

Q-  What  speed  will  it  give  those  boats  ? — A.  I  suppose  the  contractor  would  give  it  as 
iiigh  as  twelve  knots  or  more.     If  they  get  ten  they  will  do  very  well. 
Q.  Do  you  think  they  will  get  ten  f — A.  Yes,  8ir. 

Q.  Wben  the  boat  is  amieaand  has  got  all  her  armament  and  provisions  on  board, 
will  she  then  make  ten  knots  ? — A.  I  think  she  will.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  are  the  best,  the  simple  or  compound  engines  f — A.  That  is  a  matter  that  en- 
|^Q«en  differ  about.  I  would  make  a  simple  engine  for  a  good  many  reasons.  I  should 
certainly  prefer  a  simple  engine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  articles  received  in  your  department  after  they  have  been  re- 
jected f— A.  No,sir;  not  in  my  department,  sir — except  on  one  occasion — (it'was  not  in 
our  department;)  it  was  in  the  instance  of  some  coal  that  I  inspected  and  rejected,  and 
afterwards  it  was  received.  It  was  when  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  furnished  coal  for  all  the 
departments.  I  was  called  as  an  expert. 
Q.  By  whose  order  was  that  received  ? — A.  I  think  by  the  Secretary. 
Q«  Was  it  bad  coal  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  inspected  it.  I  thought  it  was  bad  coal.  It  looked 
to  me  to  contain  35  per  cent,  of  stone  and  slate.    I  am  pretty  sure,  that  it  did. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  coal  ? — A.  It  was  distributed  round  to  the  different  departments 
in  the  yard,  and  has  been  used. 

Q.  What  did  it  cost ;  how  much  was  the  amount? — A.  I  think,  looking  over  the  sched- 
ule tonUy,  that  it  was  invoiced  at  $7  or  S9 ;  I  have  forgotten.    It  came  into  the  Bureau  of 
£qmpment.  There  was  something  like  3,500  tons.   I  think  it  was  in  that  neighborhood.     I 
^as  simply  called  in  as  expert,  on  inspection. 
Q.  Who  was  the  contractor  ? — A.  S.  P.  Brown,  of  Washington. 
Q.  Whom  do  you  get  this  from  ? — A.  The  Equipment  officer,  Captain  McCauley. 
Q.  Can  he  g^ve  ns  the  orders  also  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  everything.     Admiral  Steed- 
B^waa  in  command  of  the  yard  at  the  time.    In  that  case  I  was  simply  called  upou  as  an 
<ipwt.  1  was  the  chief  engineer  in  charge  of  the  stores. 
4-  Were  you  the  inspector  t — A.  I  was  not  really  appointed  the  inspector,  but  was  called 
^iwby  order  of  the  commandant  to  survey  it,  and  pass  judgment,  and  I  condemned  it,  and 
A     i  '^^^  ^^**  there  were  different  boards  ordered  by  the  commandant,  of  which  Commo- 
(\  rH^^^  ^**  ^^®  senior  member. 

<*.  Tbat  was  not  coal  furnished  for  steamships  ?— A.  That  was  furnished,  I  think,  at  that 
Umtby  the  bureau  for  all  purposes.    That  is,  we  were  apportioned  on  our  requisitions.    It 
««»»« VoTttin  the  different  departments  of  the  yard.   The  coal  was  furnished  by  the  Bureau 
M  tqmpmeiit. 
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Q.  Does  S.  P.  Browo  furnish  anytbing  else  here  ? — A.  I  don't  know  of  anythinj^  that  he 
has  furnished  lately,  not  in  our  department.  We  have  not  made  any  purchases  for  some 
time.  . 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  watchmen  and  civil  employes,  what  do  you  say  to  that  system  in 
preference  to  the  employment  of  marines — woula  the  marines  do  the  same  service  better  f — 
A.  I  rather  like  the  watchmen,  for  they  can  chase  a  man  found  stealing.  I  think  they  are 
very  well,  but  marines  cannot  be  well  dispensed  with. 

Q.  Could  the  Government  save  anythinb  by  dispensing  with  the  watchmen,  and  letting  . 
the  marines  do  that  duty  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  marines  are  cheaper  than  watchmen,  if  they 
could  be  used  as  such. 

Q.  Would  they  do  it  as  well  ? — A.  I  don't  think  they  would,  in  all  cases. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  bending-mill  was  built  in  this  yard  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  have 
been  in  that  building  several  times  while  they  were  erecting  it. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  in  operation  t — A.  I  have  never  seen  the  machinery  in  motion, 
but  I  have  seen  timber  in  the  machines. 

Q.  Did  you  see  timber  in  the  machines  ? — A.  Yes.  sir;  I  saw  a  number  of  knees  left  in 
the  machines,  to  set. 

Q.  What  is  vour  opinion  in  regard  to  the  value  of  it  to  the  Government  for  bending  tim- 
ber ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  they  can  get  some  timber  out  of  that  machine.  I  don't  know  as 
they  can  get  any  as  good  as  the  natural  timber.  I  don't  believe  they  could  ;  though  I  made 
that  remark  once  in  the  hearing  of  a  commodore,  and  he  said  he  didn't  think  I  knew  any- 
thing about  it,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  don't  think  the  knees  that  are  bent  there  are  any- 
thing to  compare  with  the  natural  knees.  He  said  somebody  had  calculated  that  there  was 
about  20  per  cent,  additional  strength  in  the  artificial  knees. 

Q.  I  should  think  it  would  be  the  other  way. — A.  So  should  I,  sir;  and  I  believe  it  is, 
too. 

Q.  Those  knees  are  bent,  and  then  the  angle  filled  up  with  another  piece  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
They  get  an  arched  piece  of  wood,  and  then  they  have  it  filled  out  to  get  the  right  angle. 

Q.  Did  you  cut  up  an  old  vessel  called  the  Vandalia,  and  build  a  new  one  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  build  the  new  one  out  of  the  old  f— A.  No,  sir.  The  new  one  is  a  steamer 
and  the  other  a  sailing-vessel  ;  and  they  were  of  different  sizes. 

Q.  Does  this  Navy  Register  contain  the  names  of  all  the  ships,  and  their  cost  ? — A.  Not 
their  cost :  only  the  names  of  the  vessels,  and  where  they  are  built. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Jerry  Remick  1 — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  any  one  in  your  department,  ever  estimate  for  the  engine  and  the  boilers 
of  the  Adams  and  Essex  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  think  the  estimates  and  contracts  were  given  by 
the  bureau. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  price  paid  was  more  than  they  could  be  built  for  in  the 
yard  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir,  what  they  cost.  We  did  build  the  machinery  in  the  yard  for 
the  Vandalia  and  the  Marion.  The  latter  ship  was  built  in  Portsmouth.  Both  engines  were 
altered  to  the  compound  tvpe,  by  the  bureau's  design,  from  simple  engines. 

Q.  Will  you  state  which  has  the  heaviest  engine,  the  Marion  or  the  Vandalia  ? — A.  I 
think  the  engines  are  as  near  alike  as  possible.  I  don't  know  what  attachments  were  pat 
upon  the  Marion  there  ;  but  they  were  built  side  by  side  in  the  shop,  from  the  same  patterns 
and  drawings. 

Q.  W^hat  is  your  opinion  of  the  attachment  of  the  Marion,  Wiard's  ? — A.  I  have  never 
seen  it  in  operation.   That  was  just  finishing  when  I  came  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  cost  of  that  attachment  is  ? — A.  I  heard  say  that  it  was  some- 
thing like  $500  for  the  work  alone,  per  boiler,  but  I  have  no  means  of  knotting.  If  there 
are  any  bills  I  can  find  them  here  ;  but  I  think  that  was  paid  for  by  the  bureau. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  the  attachment  of  any  real  practical  value  ? — A.  I  wouldn't  like  to 
answer  positively,  because  it  is  a  new  thing.  I  have  never  seen  it  in  practical  operation.  I 
know  it  took  up  considerable  space  in  the  boiler,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  it.  I  think  if 
I  was  chief  engineer  of  the  ship  and  got  away  somewhere  out  at  sea,  that  I  should  shut  it 
off  if  I  could.  I  think  I  could  get  along  without  it.  The  purpose  of  it  is  to  keep  the  cir- 
culation of  the  water  regular,  and  prevent  injury  to  the  heating-surface.  If  it  will  do  it,  it 
is  very  good.  , 

Q.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  our  vessels  do  not  have  more  speed  ? — A.  Generally. 

wherever  I  have  been  chief  engineer  of  a  ship,  the  captain  has  been  worried  about  the  coal 

and  about  economy,  and  in  some  cases  has  tried  to  regulate  the  fires— about  how  many  fires 

are  used,  and  how  much  coal,  and  conditions  that  will  not  work  together — revolutions, 

^  steam-pressure,  &c. 

Q    Is  it  not  your  experience  that  if  you  want  to  get  steam-power  you  must  have  coal  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  pound  of  coal  will  do  so  much  work  and  no  more.     Whenever  I  have  been 
in  foreign  countries,  I  think  our  vessels  get  along  about  as  fast  as  anybody's.     We  bare 
been  along  at  ten  knots  and  theirs  going  twelve,  yet  we  keep  up  with  them.     I  think  tbos^ 
vessels  of  Mr.  Isherwood's  had  as  fine  machinery  as  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.    It  cost  compar. 
atively  little  to  take  care  of  them,  they  are  almost  always  in  good  working  condition, atx^ 
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^TOTe  the  ships  well.     la  the  war,  some  of  those  vessels  when  they  first  started  out  used  to  give 
ten  and  eleven  and  twelve  knots.     They  were  of  different  designs  by  Mr.  Isherwood,  the  last 
ones  in  particular.     We  have  one  now  in  the  yard,  suitable  engines  for  the  Wabash,  the  re- 
c»Ting-9hip  now  lyine  off  here.    They  were  made  for  a  vessel  now  on  the  stocks,  one  of 
the  lonji:  vessels,  called  the  Pennsylvania. 
Q.  Which  will  never  be  finished? — A.  Which  will  never  be  finished,  probably. 
Q.  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  they  had  sold  some  new  engines  from  the  yard  ? — A.  No, 
«t;  not  new  ones  ;  they  sold  the  old  ones  that  came  out  of  the  iron-clad.    They  have  sold 
no  new  ones  that  I  know  of.    We  have  got  everything  on  our  books  to  show. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  large  amount  of  ordnance  and  old  material  in  this  yard  lying  about  here 
tliat  is  perfectly  worthless  to  the  Government  ? — A.  There  is  considerable  over  in  that  park. 
I  should  think  obsolete.  ^ 

Q.  Have  vou  got  any  guns  over  there  that  will  be  used  in  war  ? — A.  The  best  guns,  the 
9  and  15  inch  guns  are  there.    They  are  not  out  of  date  in  our  Navy.    There  are  a  great  mauy 
shot  here  that  will  not  fit  any  gun  that  we  have  now. 
Q.  How  many  vessels  going  to  ruin? — A.  There  is  the  Iowa,  and  the  old  hulk,  the 

Q.  Is  it  something  more  than  a  hulk  ? — A.  She  was  worn  out  some  time  ago.  They  tried 
to  convert  her  into  an  iron-clad  and  abandoned  the  project. 

Q.  How  many  ships  commenced  on  the  stocks,  daring  the  war,  which  will  probably 
neTer  be  finished  ? — A.  There  were  three  or  four  besides  the  old  Virginia,  which  they  tried 
to  cut  up.    There  is  one  large  iron-clad  ;  I  think  three  other  steamers. 

Q.  Were  there  not  some  vessels  partially  finished  here  that  mi^ht  be  sold  and  converted 
into  useful  ships  in  the  merchant  service  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  they  are  too  If^rge,  and 
there  is  material  in  them  that  is  not  sound. 

Q.  Why  should  they  be  kept  here — vessels  that  are  not  to  be  finished  and  that  are  going 
to  decay  ?— A.  I  don*t  know,  except  that  they  are  ornamental. 

Q.  Could  those  vessels  be  given  away  ? — ^A.  I  don't  believe  you  could  find  anybody  who 
would  take  them  as  a  vessel  for  sea  use. 

Q.  I  mean,  to  be  removed  ?~A.  I  think  outside  parties  would  purchase  them  to  destroy 
tbem  for  the  old  metal  in  them,  and  in  a  hurry  you  might  want  the  ways  and  the  house 
that  they  are  in. 

Q.  Your  idea  is  that  they  could  be  removed  without  cost  to  the  Government  ? — A.  No, 
nr:  J  don't  think  they  could,  by  the  Government. 

Q.  Could  any  man  afford  to  take  them  down  for  the  material  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think 
thej  might.    There  is  a  good  deal  of  bolting. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Virginia  could  have  been  got  rid  of  in  that  way  ? — A.  I  have  no 
doubt  she  could.    I  never  saw  that  experiment  tried. 

Q.  Don't  yon  suppose  there  are  a  good  many  people  who  would  come  in  and  pay  a  con- 
nderatioQ  for  the  privilege  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  very  possible  that  a  number  would  do  so. 

Q.  But  under  tne  hands  of  the  Government  it  cannot  be  removed  without  great  expense, 
cinitt— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  the  material  which  the  Government  saves  will  not  compensate f — A.  No, sir; 
thej  would  have  a  number  of  men  employed  in  cutting  them  up,  which  would  cost  more 
than  the  old  material,  to  recover  which  (metal)  they  are  generally  burnt. 

Q.  Is  not  that  vessel  copper-fastened  ? — A.  She  is.    There  is  much  copper  bolting  in  her. 

Q.  8ome  one  has  suggested  the  idea  that  the  hull  of  that  vessel  might  have  been  con- 
verted into  something  useful  ? — A.  It  might  have  been  made  a  receiving-ship  or  store-hulk. 

Q.  It  would  involve  several  millions  to  complete  her  as  a  receiving-ship  f — A.  No,  sir ; 
not  manv  thousands. 

Q.  What  do  you  suppose  our  largest  ships  cost  ?— A.  From  $800,000  to  $1,000,000. 

Q.  Well,  she,  the  Virginia,  seems  to  be  tolerably  sound  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  perfect  lo-day 
M  when  the  wood  was  cut.  It  was  way  back  in  1824  that  she  was  begun ;  I  think  it  was 
before  that. 

Q.  How  near  destroyed  is  she  ? — A.  Down  to  the  lowest  deck.  She  has  one  deck  entire, 
ncept  a  hole  cut  in  her  for  convenience  of  getting  out. 

Q.  Is  the  deck-plank  on  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  wholly. 

Q-  What  is  done  with  the  timber  that  comes  out  of  her  ? — A.  I  don't  know  what  they  did 
with  it.   It  is  cut  up,  I  suppose. 

Q.  It  is  never  used  for  any  purpose? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  la  it  given  away,  or  do  the  officers  use  it  f — A.  The  officers  use  some  of  it.  They 
couldn't  begin  to  use  it  all.  Our  buildings  are  heated  with  steam ;  we  use  our  ranges  with 
«>»l,  and  want  little  wood. 

Q.  Do  the  workmen  get  it? — A.  I  think  at  one  time  they  sold  wood,  but  I  don't  think  it 

u  to  lately.    I  think  the  chips  and  such  things  as  that  are  given  to  poor  people  outside. 
H-  Was  that  a  live-oak  frame?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

^-  Was  it  white-oak  plank? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  never  use  live-oak  for  that  purpose.    She 

"^^  fine  frame,  and  was  an  old-fashioned  built  ship-of-the-line.     She  was  as  solid  as  a  rock. 
Q-  They  never  got  up  to  her  rail, did  they? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  nearly  completed ;  she 
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.  is  Dot  calked  or  anythiDg  of  that  kind  ;  bat  she  was  a  nearly  completed  ship-of-the-line, 
as  far  as  shipwrights  are  concerned. 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  she  was  not  finished  and  put  to  sea? — A.  That  style  of  vessel 
has  gone  out  of  date — a  ship-of-the-line.  She  could  have  been  launched  and  made  seryioe- 
able  as  a  receiving-ship. 

Q.  Don*t  we  have  snips  enough  for  that  purpose  ? — A.  Yes. 


Boston,  March  21,  1876. 
R.  £.  Jackson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Where  do  you  belong  ? — A.  East  Boston. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  7 — A.  Ship-builder, 

Q.  How  old  a  man  are  youT — A.  I  am  sixty-two  next  June,  or  sixty-three.  I  will  be 
hanged  if  I  know  my  own  age. 

Q.  Did  you  bid  on  the  sloop-of-war  Adams  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  amount  of  your  bid  ? — A.  $168,950, 1  believe  it  was. 

Q.  What  did  you  propose  to  do  ? — A.  I  proposed  to  build  the  hull,  according  to  the  speci- 
fications that  were  sent  to  roe. 

Q.  What  were  those  specifications  ;  to  build  the  hull  of  the  ship  complete  7 — A.  The  hull 
of  the  ship  complete. 

Q.  What  do  you  understand  by  ''the  hull  of  a  ship  complete?** — A.  I  mean  to  complete 
everything  that  belongs  to  the  hull,  separate  from  the  ri^gin? .     In  completing  a  sloop-of- 
war,  or  any  other  vessel  here,  we  complete  everything  that  belongs  to  the  hull— chains, 
quarter- davits,'  and  such  things. 

Q.  How  about  the  cabin  furniture  7 — A.  We  finish  the  cabin  complete,  but  furnish  no  fur- 
niture.  If  I  fit  out  the  vessel  for  sea,  I  furnish  that. 

Q.  How  about  the  cabin,  state-rooms,  ward-rooms,  pantries,  and  all  those  things  ? — A, 
We  furnish  them  all  in  working  order,  that  is,  with  locks  and  keys,  wash-stands  and  every- 
thing, but  no  movable  furniture. 

Q.  Everything  that  is  a  fixture  about  the  hull  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  that  embrace  it,  ''everything  that  is  ^  fixture  about  the  hull  t'* — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  all  that  the  rigging  is  attached  to  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  that  the  rigging  is  attached 
to ;  that  is  chain-bolts,  ring-bolts,  eye-bolts,  and  such  things. 

Q.  Would  you  expect  to  copper  a  man-of-war  ? — A.  No,  sir;  unless  it  was  in  the  specifi- 
cations. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Would  you  expect  to  do  any  part  of  the  work  inside  unless  it  was  in  the  specifications  7 
— A.  Yes, sir;  if  they  asked  me  to  complete  the  hull,  that  is,  if  I  was  going  to  build  a 
sloop-of-war  for  you  or  anybody  else  complete,  I  should  calculate  to  build  her  state-rooms 
all  ready  to  receive  their  furniture. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Chain-loekers  and  all  the  things  appertainiuff  to  a  ship  of  war  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  agreed  to  paint  it,  what  should  you  do  f — A.  I  should  give  it  three  coats. 

Q.  Putty  it  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Leave  it  smooth  and  nice,  and  in  a  staunch  condition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  about  launching  7 — A.  I  should  launch  her. 

Q.  Is  not  that  customary  in  all  cas^s  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  all  cases. 

Q.  It  is  not  customary  on  the  river  to  copper  a  merchant-ship  7-^ A.  No,  sir ;  not  unless 
you  agree  to.    If  it  is  in  the  contract,  of  course  you  have  got  to  do  it. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  hull  of  a  ship,  does  not  the  bowsprit  go  with  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  should  build  the  bowsprit,  because  you  cannot  very  well  complete  the  hull  without  a 
bowsprit. 

Q.  Should  you  put  the  bowsprit  cap  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  capstan-pumps  7 — A.  The  capstan-pumps. 

Q.  Ventilators^ — A.  Ventilators, yes, sir. 

Q.  Steering-wheels  f — A.  Steering-wheels. 

Q.  All  chocks  ? — A.  All  chocks. 

Q.  And  sheaves  in  the  chocks  ? — A.  The  sheaves  that  go  into  the  hull. 

Q.  Fastened  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  fastened  in ;  also  dead-eyes. 

Q.  You  would  complete  the  hull  ready  to  receive  her  rigging  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ready  to  put  in  me  provisions  and  go  to  sea  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  build  uie  hull  of  a  ship  complete  would  be  to  so  build  her,  as  far  as  the  work  on  th^ 
hull  was  concerned,  that  there  would  be  nothing  to  do  but  to  put  in  the  men,  the  fumitory ^ 
and  stoves,  and  go  to  sea  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  cabin  furniture  and  upholstering.    We  doo?  \ 
do  any  of  that. 
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Q.  In  your  bid  on  that  ship,  bow  macb  work  did  you  expect  the  Government  to  do  on 
tb«hnU! — A.  Not  anything. 

Q.  V^bat  did  you  expect  the  Government  to  find  for  you  7 — A.  My  specifications  said  tbey 
were  to  furnish  the  live-oak  timber. 
Q.  Did  you  expect  tbey  would  frame  it  for  you  ;  that  is,  that  tbey  would  mold  it  T — A. 

Certainly  not.     1  did  not  expect  they  were  going  to  build  the  vessel.   I  expected  to  take  the 

limbei  in  the  rough. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Abont  what  would  it  cost  to  mold  the  frames  in  live-oak  ? — A.  It  could  be  got  out,  I 
suppose,  for  somewberes  about  |>d,UOU  in  good  shape,  cants,  frames,  and  everything  of  tho 
kiod,|8,000  or  $9,000. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  bid  ? — A.  I  have  somewhere,  but  I  have  not  got  it  with  me. 

Q.  Was  the  New  Era  built  at  East  Boston  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  years  aeo  ? — A.  I  should  think  it  was  six  years  ago. 

Q.  Dojou  know  anything  in  relation  to  that  ship,  whether  she  was  a  good  ship  or  a  poor 
•hip,  or  aoything  in  regard  to  her  1 — A.  They  got  an  A  1  rate  for  her,  I  tnink,  and  then  she 
went  across  to  Liverpool  or  London,  and  they  rated  her  down  to  A  2,  a  second-class  ship. 

Q.  How  would  tbey  class  a  white-oak  ship  built  here  of  the  bame  material  f — A.  The  last 
one  I  had  classed  as  A  1  at  the  French  Lloyds  for  eleveil  years  ;  at  the  American  Lloyds 
twehe  years. 

Q.  This  ship  was  classed  A  1  before  she  went  to  sea  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  say  that.  I 
tt?  that  1  think  she  was. 

Q.  But  you  know  that  she  was  cut  down  when  she  went  to  Europe  ? — A.  When  she  got 
icroM  I  heard  ber  spoken  of  as  being  classed  A  2. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  ships  or  vessels  of  any  kind  built  of  bent  timber,  to  your  knowl- 
e(]«,  in  this  vicinity  since  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  and  I  doo't  believe  there  ever  will  be  again. 

Q.  How  long  after  this  ship  was  built  with  this  machine  was  the  machine  sold  to  the 
Gotemment  ? — A.  That  I  can't  say.    I  think  it  was  very  nearly  a  year. 

Q.  YoQ  think  the  owners  had  learned  the  value  of  the  machine  by  the  time  they  sold 
it?— A.  I  guess  they  had,  pretty  well,  too.    The  vessel  cost  something  like  $200,000. 

Q.  It  cost  more  to  build  ner  of  straight  timber,  bent  by  the  machine,  than  it  would  have 
wt  to  build  her  of  crooked  timber  ? — A.  Certainly  it  did. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  Tbey  went  to  any  kind  of  expense,  and  steamed  the  timber,  and  bent  it, 
lod  broke  it.  You  know  you  have  got  to  have  a  perfectly  straight-grained  timber  to  bend 
it  iDto  the  shape  they  did,  and  they  broke  up  any  quantity  of  stuff  and  hove  it  away  or 
ttwed  it  up  for  fire- wood. 

Q.  How  large  was  this  ship,  the  New  Era  t — A.  I  believe  she  was  about  a  thousand  tons. 
I  live  dose  by  the  yard  where  she  was  built,  and  went  down  to  go  into  the  yard  while  she 
WW  building,  and  they  stooped  me.  They  were  going  to  have  something  there  a  little 
oictr  than  anybody  else,  auu  they  wouldn't  let  me  go  in.  After  that  I  was  asked  to  go  into 
the  yard,  and  I  would  not  go.  I  doh*t  know  what  the  reason  was,  but  they  kept  a  man 
there  at  the  gate  and  would  not  allow  anybody  to  go  in.  I  suppose  they  thought  they  bad 
something  there  that  nobody  else  was  going  to  have. 

Q.  How  long  did  that  continue  ? — A.  Tbey  kept  some  one  there  all  the  time  she  was 


They  wouldn't  let  only  a  very  few  go  in. 
Q.  ]3o  you  know  whether  they  bent  any  knees  to  put  in  that  ship  7 — A.  I  did  not  see  any, 
but  they  said  they  did. 
Q.  Is  that  ship  in  existence  now  7 — A.  That  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  JoSES : 

Q.  Who  was  foreman  of  that  ship  f — A.  I  think  Mr.  Griffiths'  son  was  the  foreman. 
Q.  Mr.  Griffiths  built  the  ship  himself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  BuRLEiGH: 

Q.  Do  you  say,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  that-machine  was  known,  by  ship-building 
n*n in  this  vicinity,  to  be  a  failure  before  the  Government  bought  it? — A.  Why,  yes;  we 
*H  considered  it  so ;  that  is,  it  was  called  a  failure  by  every  one^ — every  boy  in  the  street, 
w»d  every  man. 

Q.  Boys  are  mistaken  sometimes.    I  want  to  know  what  practical  men,  like  yourself, 
tboQght  of  it. — A.  Practical  men  wouldn't  take  it  for  old  iron  when  they  were  building 

^^^  *i3f '  "^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^®  price  of  old  iron  for  it. 
Q.  Who  were  the  owners  or  the  New  Era  ?— A.  Glidden  &  Williams. 
Q-  Who  were  the  owners  of  the  bending-machine  7 — A.  Glidden  Sl  Williams.    I  don't 
MOW  but  Mr.  Griffiths  owned  part  of  it. 
Q.  Did  you  have  an  idea  that  they  built  that  ship  for  the  purpose  of  advertising  that 
^hinet— A.  I  had  no  idea  about  it,  sir. 

By  Mr. Harris: 

Q-  Yon  say  Glidden  &  Williams  owned  the  machine  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so,  and  they 
»Wii,ltbink. 
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By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  It  was  a  patented  machine,  was  it  not? — A.  I  think  it  was  ;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  had  the  patent  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  other  person  bid  lower  than  Mr.  McKay  on  this  ship  ? — A. 
I  only  know  by  hearsay  ;  I  heard  there  was  a  man  in  New  York  who  was  lower  than  Mr. 
McKay. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McKay  say  so  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  About  what  would  it  cost  Mr.  McKay  to  launch  the  Adams  t— A.  Well,  I  should  have 
been  elad  to  have  launched  her  for  $400.  I  would  have  taken  my  stuff  from  my  yard,  and 
furnisned  everythinc^,  and  launched  her  for  $400,  and  would  have  made  $200  out  of  it  at 
that.  It  is  not  mucL  of  a  job  to  launch  a  ship.  I  will  take  20  men  and  go  into  my  yard  and 
launch  a  ship  in  two  days.    I  have  done  it  a  thousand  times. 

Q.  She  was  a  vessel  of  6J5  tons,  besides  the  displacement,  which  would  make  her  nearly 
a  thousand  tons ;  do  you  think  you  could  launch  such  a  ship  for  $400  7 — A.  It  would  make 
no  great  difference  about  launching  her  whether  she  was  600  or  1,000  tons  ;  all  you  would 
have  to  do  would  be  to  put  on  a  few  more  planks.  You  would  launch  her  on  the  same 
launching-ways  and  the  same  bilge-ways. 

Q.  Here  is  a  ship  185  feet  lono^,  35  feet  wide,  and  16  feet  2  inches  deep  in  the  hold ;  what 
.  would  you  build  a  merchant-ship  of  that  size  for,  that  would  carry  herself  well  with  the 
heaviest  cargoes  you  could  put  into  her,  finding  everything,  and  iinishing  her  as  that  ship 
was  to  have  been  finished  ?— A.  I  would  do  it  for  $120,000. 

Q.  And  fiimish  the  live-oak  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  furnish  the  live-oak. 

Q.  If  the  specifications  showed  at  what  height  she  wets  to  be  coppered,  would  you  agree 
to  do  all  there  was  in  the  specifications  f  Would  you  agree  to  copper  the  ship  t— A.  Cer- 
tainly I  should. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  You  would  agree  to  do  whatever  was  in  the  specifications  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  careful  estimate  before  you  made  your  bid  t — A.   Certainly. 

Q.  Did  you  have  before  you  the  specifications  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
K  Can  you  now  cell  what  vou  ascertained  it  would  cost  you  to  build  that  ship  according 
he  specifications  ? — A.  I  thought  it  would  cost  about  $11 0,000. 

Q.  Then  you  calculated  to  make  $58,000  7^— A.  Yes,  sir;  thereabouts.  I  knew  I  could 
maj^e  $50,000  out  of  it. 

Q.   So  there  was  reckoned  into  that  bid  a  profit  of  $50,000  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  very  anxious  to  build  it,  apparently  7 — A.  Well,  from  the  best  knowl- 
edge I  could  get  from  A,  B,  C,  and  from  our  naval  constructors,  they  said  it  was  worth  about 
$200,000.     Tney  were  figuring  for  somebody ;  I  don't  know  who. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  T — A.  I  saw  several. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  connected  with  the  Government  ? — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Hanscom — both 
the  Hanscoms. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  that  it  would  cost  $200,000  to  build  that  vessel  ?— A.  I  think  they 
did;  anybody  who  built  her  for  less  than  that,  as  I  think  they  represented,  would  get  sucked. 
Q.  The  Chief  of  the  Construction  Bureau  said  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Can  you  not  tell  the  conversation  you  had  with  each  of  those  gentlemen  a  little  more 
specifically  than  that  ?— A.  Well,  that  is  what  I  talked  with  William  Hanscom.  He  said, 
**  It  will  cost  $190,000  to  build  her,  and  she  can't  be  built  for  any  less  than  that."  I  figured 
on  her,  and  went  to  the  navv-yard  and  found  out  what  I  could  from  folks,  and  Mr.  Pook  said, 
**  Jackson,  you  can  build  that  ship  for  $130,000 ;"  says  I,  **  Mr.  Hanscom  has  been  in  the 
business :  we  consider  William  Hanscom  one  of  the  best  mechanics  we  have  among  us." 
'*  Well,"  said  he,  "  that  is  so ;  but,  *'  says  he,  "  you  can  build  her  over  there  for  $130,000." 
I  says,  "I  don't  think  it."  Says  he,  **  You  can.'*  From  what  folks  said,  and  firom  what  I 
learned  in  talking  with  the  Hanscoms,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  ask  them  $169,000  and  some- 
thing. 

Q.  What  did  Isaiah  Hanscom  tell  you  ? — A.  Well,  it  was  about  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Where  was  he  ? — A.  I  don't  know  ;  I  cannot  recollect.  I  have  seen  him  so  mao^ 
times. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  with  reference  to  the  probable  cost  of  that  vessel  ? — A.  No,  sir;  u.^^. 
particularly. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  the  question  what  he  thought  that  vessel  could  be  built  for  !^, ^ 

Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  William  and  Isaiah  and  Mr.  Pook.  ^ 

Q.  What  did  Isaiah  tell  you  ?~A.  He  tol4  me  about  $200,000. 


toth< 
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Q.-  I  want  tbe  conversation  as  near  as  you  can  give  it. — A.  It  went  from  $190,000  to 
$100,000  that  it  was  worth  to  build  that  vessel.  That  was  what  he  said,  as  near  as  I  can  re* 
collect.     I  saw  him  here,  and  I  saw  him  in  the  navy-jard. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  Isaiah  Hanscom  for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  opinion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
I  wanted  to  find  out.  My  intention  was  to  get  information  what  it  was  worth  to  build  that 
vessel.     I  never  had  built  a  sloop-of-war. 

Q.  Did  you  get  the  idea  that  he  was  seeking  to  mislead  you  as  to  the  pric«  ? — A.  After  I 
had  talked  with  Mr.  Pook  and  his  brother,  I  found  his  brother  and  he  agreed  very  near,  and 
I  didn*t  know  what  to  make  of  it,  and  when  I  came  to  figure  it  according  to  my  own  judg- 
ment I  knew  verv  well  there  was  some  $40,000  or  $50,000  leeway  there,  and  I  was  not  afraid 
to  try  it.    I  calculated  that  it  would  cost  me  from  $1  ]0,000  to  $120,000. 
Q.  That  was  your  estimate  ? — ^A.  I  calculated  that  I  had  that  leeway. 
Q.  That  is,  yoa  judged  that  it  would  cost  you  from  $110,000  to  $120,000,  and  that  you 
"would  make  the  difference  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  it  could  be  done  for  that.    Well,  you 
know  tbe  Government  always  put  on  somebody  to  watch  and  superintend  and  look  after 
this  tbin^  and  another,  and  I  was  going  to  have  some  leeway. 

Q.  You  know  you  were  going  to  build  that  vessel  for  the  inspection  of  somebody  T — A. 
Tbat  is  it  exactly.  • 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Bid  Mr.  Hanscom  say  to  you  that  if  any  man  built  that  vessel  for  less  than  $190,000 
be  woulJ  get**  sucked  t" — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Hanscom  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  Isaiah,  but  I  won't  say.  That  was  the  idea 
I  got  from  them,  from  $190,000  to  $200,000,  from  both  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  said  that  if  it  was  built  for  less  than  $200,000  the  contractor 
would  get  "sucked  ?"— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Isaiah  Hanscom  or  William  Hanscom  were  interested  in  the 
beDdinj^-machine  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  about  there  manifesting  any  interest  in  it  when  it  was  being  erected  at  East 
Boston  ?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  quarrel  between  Oliver  Griffiths  and  the  Bending- 
Mtchine  Company,  by  which  he  extorted  some  money  from  them  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  inquire  whether  or  not  in  your  acquaintance  with  the  men  connected 
with  the  Navy  Department,  either  on  this  or  any  other  contract,  you  have  known  any  of 
tlwin  to  receive  any  money  from  any  contractor  by  the  way  of  gift  or  bribe  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  their  families  f->  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  dealt  with  the  Navy  Department  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  done  any  business  with  those  gentlemen  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  This  bid  is  the  only  bid  you  ever  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  only  bid  I  have 
ercr  made. 

By  Mr.  BURLCIGH : 

Q.  How  many  years  have  you  known  William  and  Isaiah  Hanscom  T — A.  I  have  known 
tbem  ten  or  fifteen  years  ;  fifteen  years,  I  guess. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

[  Q.  Was  this  ship,  the  Adams,  built  upon  a  model  made  by  either  of  those  men  7 — A.  I 

^on't  know. 
Q.  You  do  not  know  who  was  the  draughtsman? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  BuRLElGH : 

Q.  1  draw  your  attention  to  the  specification  of  the  Adams  where  it  relates  to  coppering, 
audio  the  contract  saying  that  the  ship  is  to  be  built  according  to  the  specifications.    You 
»ay  tbat  you  would  btj  in  duty  bound  it  you  accepted  the  contract  to  copper  the  vessel  ac- 
coiding  to  tbe  specifications  ?— A.  Certainly. 
%  And  you  would  furnish  the  copper? — A.  Certainly  I  should. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

^.  SbonW  you  say  that  the  copper  could  be  properly  put  on  before  the  vessel  was 
lawicW^I—X.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  coppered  a  good  many  vessels  before  they  were  launched. 
^.  Suppose vbe  contract  says  you  are  to  complete  the  vessel  for  so  much  money,  and  you 
»*\\  copper  bet  and  shall  complete  the  hull  and  no  reference  is  made  to  launching,  how  do 
^"JJ*  ^^  ^*  ^nfwence  tbat  the  contractor  is  bound  to  launch  her? — A.  Because  we  always 
^  »^  btie  u  mucb  as  we  build  the  vessel. 
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Q.  Would  you  do  anything  that  your  contract  did  not  specify  ?  Would  you  do  any  mor» 
than  your  contract  required  you  to  do  by  its  lair  construction  { — A.  Of  course  I  would  not 
do  anything  that  I  could  get  clear  of. 

Q.  But  you  think  custom  would  require  it  even  if  the  contract  was  silent? — A.  If  L 
agreed  with  you  to  complete  the  hull  of  a  vessel,  I  should  not  calculate  I  had  completed  her 
until  I  shoved  her  into  the  water  and  hauled  her  into  the  wharf;  then  you  could  take  her 
wherever  yon  pleased. 

Q.  Unless  there  is  something  in  the  contract  about  it,  you  would  simply  rely  on  the  cus— 
foni  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  f^Qi  clear  of  it  if  I  could.  At  the  same  time,  you  may  ask  any 
builder  in  Boston  or  the  vicinity  ot  Boston,  and  he  would  tell  you  that  he  should  expect  to 
launch  here,  if  he  is  going  to  complete  the  hull. 

By  Mr.  Burleksh  : 

Q.  In  building  the  hull  of  a  ship,  are  not  the  boats  included  ?  Is  that  not  the  usual  cqs> 
torn? — A.  Certainly.  If  I  agree  to  build  you  a  ship,  to  do  the  whole,  I  should  build  you 
the  boats. 

Q.  Without  any  additional  charge  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
•  Q.  Long-boat  and  two  quarter-boats  ? — A>  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  In  case  you  contracted  to  build  the  boats,  would  it  bo  your  duty  to  build  the  oars  ?— A. 
Not  without  I  fitted  for  sea.    Then  I  should  give  you  the  oars. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  21,  lJi?76. 
Commander  Geo.  Brown  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  :  , 

Question.  Ycu  were  at  some  time  designated  to  observe  the  firing  of  heavy  grans  bj 
Norman  Wiard  at  Nut  Island,  were  you  not  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  during  the  whole  of  his 
experiments  with  the  exception  of  the  first  time  that  he  fired. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  any  of  his  experiments  during  the  year  1873  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  observations  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  the  reports.  He  fired  bis 
shots  at  iron-plating  in  the  fall,  the  28th  of  November,  1873. 

Q.  Was  it  not  in  1872? — A.  I  was  not  present  in  1872  at  all.  He  never  fired  a  shot  that 
was  oflficially  recorded  until  J  873. 

Q.  Didn't  he  fire  some  for  his  own  experimental  purposes,  enough  to  find  that  the  mn  of 
his  carriage  was  too  short  f — A.  Not  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of. 

Q.  I  think  he  reports  himself  to  the  Department  some  time  in  November,  1872,  that  by  ex- 
periment he  finds  tnat  he  has  got  to  lengthen  his  carriages.  You  were  not  present  thenf— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  guns  had  he  mounted  at  Nut  Island  in  the  fall  of  1873?— A.  Two  15-inch  guns. 
I  know  what  the  guns  were,  exactly. 

Q.  Just  describe  them. — A.  They  were  two  15-inch  guns,  of  a  pattern  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, made  at  the  South  Boston  Iron  Company's  works. 

Q.  Was  one  rifled  1 — A.  One  was  rifled  on  the  Wiard  plan,  and  the  other  was  a  smooth- 
bore.    They  were  sister  gruns  to  the  15-inch  guns  sent  to  England. 

Q.  Were  those  new  guns? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  tl:ey  n:ade  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  they  were  not.  My  impression 
is  that  they  were  made  for  expeiimental  guns. 

Q.  Were  they  or  not  the  same  guns  that  were  mounted  there  in  the  fall  of  )872? — A. 
Yes,  sir.    I  have  an  impression  that  they  were  the  same  guns. 

Q.  Will  you  give  the  committee  a  general  description  of  what  was  done  there  and  what 
you'  did,  acd  the  result  of  the  work  of  that  year— -during  J 873  ? — A.  I  was  not  preseut 
at  the  firing  at  the  15-inch  targets  on  the  28th  of  November,  1S73,  but  I  saw  the  targets 
two  or  three  days  afterward.  The  one  struck  by  the  rifle-shot  was  perforated  and  broken, 
and  the  one  struck  by  the  round  shot  was  penetrated,  I  think,  three  plates,  and  the  others 
were  all  broken  to  pieces.  Subsequent  to  that,  and  during  the  fall  of  J873,  we  made  som^ 
experiments  for  comparative  ranges.     The  results,  of  course,  I  have  tabulated  right  here. 

Q.  Are  those  results  given  in  your  report  n  ale  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the  fall 
of  1875  or  this  winter  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  the  same  which  are  there  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  the  same  which  are  there. 
My  report  to  the  Secretary,  mad  j  in  January  of  this  year,  went  over  the  whole  ground,  firom 
the  very  first  firing  they  made. 

Q  And  you  included  the  firing  of  J 873  and  J 874  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  included  the  firing 
of  1??73  and  1874. 

Q.  Now,  were  there  not  other  guns  brought  there  and  mounted  after  1873? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
In  le74  there  were  two  15-inch  navy  guns  taken  from  the  yard.    I  have  made  a  report  to 
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the  Secretary  uf  the  Navy  in  the  winter  of  187;V76.     See  the  report  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  WaahiDgton. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  make  a  report  to  any  other  person  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A. 
I  made  reports  at  different  times,  as  we  would  complete  some  of  the  experiments,  to  the 
chief  of  the  bureau,  Captain  Jeffers. 

Q.  Can  you  pve  the  dates  of  the  others  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  my  books  I  can. 

Q.  Then  if  you  can  do  that,  we  will  be  able  to  call  upon  Captain  Jeffers  at  Washins^ton. — 
A.  There  is  a  report  here  of  m  v  predecessor,  the  day  I  relievcKJ  him,  Captain  W.  T.  Truxton, 
NcTember  29, 1873.  That  is  the  first.  It  was  made  to  Captain  Jeffers,  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnauce.    It  is  just  a  description  of  the  Qfin^.    [Reads  the  report  ] 

Q.  Now  reter  to  your  own  report. — A.  The  next  i.-*  my  report  of  December  J 7,  1873, 
which  was  the  last  report  for  1873.  The  next  report  was  made  by  me  on  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1874.  I  went  away  on  leave  at  this  time.  The  next  was  a  report  of  Lieut.  H.  W. 
Ljron,  dated  October  16,  1874.  The  next  was  another  report  of  Lieut.  H.  W. 
Ljon.  dated  October  31,  1874.  The  next  was  my  report  dated  December  18, 
1874;  which  was  all  in  1874.  The  last  report  I  made  to  the  bureau  was  De- 
cember 17,  1875.  which  embraced  all  the  firing  made  during  1875;  and  a  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  last  report  I  made  on  it  was  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  dated  January  12,  1876,  covering  the  whole  ground  from  the  time  I  came  here. 

Q.  That  is  all  I  desire  to  ask  you  about  on  reports,  because  those  we  can  examine  our- 
aelres.  They  were  all  sent,  were  they  f — A.  AH  those  reports  were  sent  to  Washington,  I 
pretome.    Some  of  those  reports  are  reports  of  the  bursting  of  guns. 

Q.  Are  there  any  facts  within  your  knowledge  concerning  tnese  experiments  not  fuUj 
staled  in  those  reports,  or  any  conclusions  to  which  you  arrived  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  that  are 
not  stated  in  my  last  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  would  like  to  make  the  state- 
ment that  in  all  of  my  reporta  to  the  bureau,  I  merely  reported  the  facts,  and  was  expressl  j 
ordered  to  express  no  opinion.  But  in  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in 
compliance  with  his  verbal  order  to  me,  I  was  directed  to  express  my  opinion  freely  on  all 
pointa. 

Q.  Now  I  noticed  in  the  opening  part  of  your  report  of  January,  1876,  you  stated  in  sub- 
stance that  you  wei%  instructed  to  express  no  opinion  during  the  progress  of  the  firing.  Do 
jonknow  why  that  order  was  made,  and  will  you  state  what  you  understood  to  be  the 
meaning  of  that  direction? — A.  Well,  it  is  a  custom  with  the  Ordnance  Bureau  for  an  in- 
speetor  that  examines  any  invention,  merely  to  report  the  facts  and  all  the  data,  so  that  the 
chief  of  the  bureau  himself  can  judge  of  the  value  of  whatever  the  invention  may  be. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  the  mstruction  was  that  you  were  not  to  give  to  any  outside 
perwn  any  opinion  as  the  firing  was  going  on? — A.  Our  general  instructions  expressly  pro- 
hibit my  giviog  any  opinion,  except  in  writing  to  the  bureau,  when  ordered  to  do  so. 

Q-  Now  in  your  judgment  were  the  experiments  made  in  1873,  1874,  and  1875  valuable 
to  the  Government  ? — A.  The  experiments  in  1873  and  1874  were  perfectly  worthless,  as  far 
as  anything  was  developed.  The  experiments  made  in  1875  did  show  that  Mr.  Wiard  had 
a  vtry  superior  projectile,  when  used  under  certain  circumstances. 

Q.  But  so  far  as  the  result  of  his  experiments  of  rifling  smooth-bore  guns  successfully 
were  concerned,  what  do  you  think  of  them  ? — A.  They  were  a  total  failure,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Wiajd  claimed  to  be  able  to  change  the  smooth-bore  into  a  combination  of  the  smooth* 
bore  and  the  rifle,  which  could  be  used  with  great  effect  as  a  gun. — A..  I  say  that  is  a  fail- 
arc,  because  he  weakened  the  gun  by  rifling  it,  and  his  rifled  guns,  with  one  exception,  all 
hum.    He  was  to  ream  them  out  and  not  weaken  them. 

Q.  Would  you  consider  such  experiments  valuable  and  debirable  to  determine  the  possi- 
bility of  so  couverting  smooth-bore  guas  7 — A.  I  don't  think  they  were. 

Q.  Did  the  results  differ  from  your  preconceived  notions  on  the  subject  f — A.  Not  at  all  ; 
the  subject  had  been  experimented  on  in  England,  France,  and  Germany,  at  very  great  ex- 
pense. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  time  familiar  with  the  results  of  those  European  experiments  f — A.  I 
was  aware,  from  having  read  reports  in  books  and  conversing  with  ordnance  men,  that  a 
lawe  amount  of  money  had  been  expended  for  that  purpose,  and  resulted  in  failure. 

Q.  Now,  did  yon  understand  that  in  1874  there  was  any  projectile  invented  by  Mr.  Wiard 
which  was  to  be  used  in  experimenting  T — A.  We  did. 

^.  Did  his  projectile  come  into  notice  in  1874  f — A.  His  projectile  was  part  of  his  system 
of  rifling  at  all  times.  No  other  projectile  could  possibly  be  used  in  his  guns.  That  pro- 
jertile  was  in  contemplation  all  the  year  as  part  of  the  system. 

Q.  You  say  that  in  1875  that  developed  some  advantage  for  improvement,  and,  in  fact, 
chanpd  the  whole  character  of  the  projectile.  Some  of  the  projectiles  in  1873  and  1874 
failed  to  leave  the  gon.-^A.  They  broke  up  in  the  gun  by  the  force  of  the  powder-ga^es  and 
bj  being  wedged. 

Q.  1  noticed  that  he  used  very  heavy  charges  of  powder — 140  pounds — on  some  occa- 
sions. L)o  you  think  it  safe  to  use  such  charges  upon  any  gun  that  has  ever  been  made  If—- 
A.  No,  air ;  nor  did  Mr.  Wiard,  because  we  never  tired  a  gun  that  he  did  not  get  in  as  safe 
a  place  in  ihe  bomb- proof  as  all  the  others  on  the  island. 

(^  »V  n  tliero  an  ctfort  made  to  a.scertain  how  much  powder  one  of  those  guns  would  stani 
without  barstlng  !—A.  No,  sir  ;  he  was  to  test  them  for  endurance  with  his  projectile. 
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Q.  What  would  be  considered  tbe  fair  average  charj^o  for  such  gims,  with  that  projectile 
In  use,  for  safety  1  What,  in  case  of  war,  would  be  the  proper  charf^e  to  be  used  with  such 
a  projectile,  having  reference  to  the  safety  of  the  ship  and  the  men  1 — A.  I  can  answer  that 
clearly  with  regard  to  a  smooth-bore ;  but  you  want  it  with  Wiard's  projectile. 

Q.  With  both. — A.  I  will  state  that  the  service-charge  for  that  class  of  (^uns  is  35  pounds. 
We  are  allowed  to  use,  at  times,  50  pounds;  and  in  extraordinary  cases  we  are  allowed  to 
use  100  pounds  of  powder  of  the  present  navy-powder,  which  we  know  all  about.  But  no 
one  gun  is  allowed  to  be  fired  over  five  times  with  a  100-pound  charge.  It  would  be  with- 
drawn from  service  if  it  had. 

Q.  Now,  did  the  practice  of  firing  these  enormous  charges  tend  to  show  you  properly  the  real 
endurance  of  the  gun  in  service  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  we  could  get  at,  properly,  the 
endurance  of  the  gun  by  firing  such  excessive  charges.  In  order  to  test  thb  endurance  of  the 
gun,  you  fire  it  with  service-charges  and  projectiles  until  you  burst  it — until  you  get  at  its 
life-time  of  endurance. 

Q.  Then,  only  with  Mr.  Wiard's  heavy  charges  yon  produced  the  greatest  possible  result 
with  his  projectiles  7 — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Dia  you  think  that  was  a  fair  way  to  test  the  gun,  or  the  projectile  either  t — A.  I  don't 
think  it  was  a  fair  way  to  test  the  gun,  because  we  knew  we  conid  use  no  such  charges  iu 
service  with  safety. 

Q.  You  knew,  also,  that  no  cast-iron  gun  had  been  invented  that  could  be  used  with  such 
charges  with  safety  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  wrought-irou  gun  invented  that  has  been  subjected  to  such  charges  as 
those? — A.  No, sir;  not  in  this  country. 

Q.  What  is  the  real  fact  as  to  those  projectiles  being  used  with  safety? — A.  His  latest 
form  of  projectile,  which  he  calls  the  mitten  shot,  is  of  very  peculiar  form  and  distribution 
of  metal ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  its  accuracy  of  flight  depends  upon  its  being  given  a  very 
high  velocity,  and  I  don't  believe  that  we  could  fire  charges  heavy  enough  to  insure  a  high 
velocity  from  cast-iron  guns ;  i.  e..  the  value  of  his  shot  all  depends  upon  whether  the  guns 
will  stand  the  necessary  charge. 

Q.  Then,  in  your  judgment,  with  proper  wrought-iron  guns,  his  form  of  projectiln  might 
be  made  of  use  f — A.  His  form  of  projectile  might  be  made  very  useful ;  but,  of  course,  only 
in  a  gun  rifled  upon  his  plan— a  wrought-iron  gun,  rifled  upon  Mr.  Wiard's  plan. 

Q.  In  the  course  ot  your  observations  and  experiments,  were  any  influences  attempted  to 
be  brought  to  t>ear  upon  you  to  secure  a  favorable  report? — A.  I  think  nothing,  sir,  except 
in  a  social  way;  sucn  as  my  being  thrown  socially  wiih  Mr.  Wiard  all  the  time  every  day, 
aud  my  association  with  him  was  always  very  pleasant 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  expending  any  money  to  secure  favorable  reports  from 
the  officers  of  the  Navj',  or  any  of  them? — A.  I  don't  think  he  expended  any  money  with 
that  view. 

Q.  He  expended  money  pretty  freely? — A.  He  exx>cnded  money  very  freely,  indeed; 
but  not  with  the  view  of  influencing  any  officers. 

Q.  He  spent  money  a  good  deal  to  influence  the  newspapers,  as  I  understand  it  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  and  the  public  mind — to  influence  people  who  could  be  of  no  service  to  him. 

Q.  Did.  he  keep  a  steam-yacht  7 — A.  Yes^  sir ;  the  Minnehaha. 

Q.  And  he  was  taking  down,  from  time  to  time,  members  of  the  press  and  other  people  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  scientific  people  and  officers  ot  the  Army  and  Navy  would  go  down  with  him, 
and  officers  of  the  city  government. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  under  what  arrangement  or  contract  the  firing  in  1873,  1874,  and  1675 
M'as  done  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  about  the  first  contract  with  Mr.  Wiard.  The  first  contract 
was  for  the  appropriation  of  $40,000.  It  was  expended,  or  nearly  so,  the  first  year.  I  have 
some  letters  bearing  on  that. 

Q.  Have  you  any  copies  of  the  bills  which  were  approved  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wiard  ? — A. 
No,  sir;  I  never  knew  anything  of  his  bills. 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer  who  did  approve  the  bills  which  were  paid  at  Washington  ? — A. 
I  don't  think  any  one  approved  them ;  though,  under  the  contract,  I  thought  I  had  to  do  so. 
I  never  did,  and  never  was  called  upon. 

Q.  Have  you  the  account  of  the  bills  which  were  paid  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  any  amount  having  been  paid  to  Mr.  Wiard,  or  by  him  to  others. 

Q.  You  supposed  you  would  oe  tbe  officer  to  pass  those  bills? — A.  In  looking  over  the 
contract  (and  I  remember  reading  it)  I  supposed  I  was  to  be  called  upon.  This  is  the  $60,000 
contract,  which  I  now  hand  you. 

Q.  Have  you  copies  of  any  other  papers  which  preceded  this  contract  of  $60,000  ? — A.  I 
"have  an  accompanying  letter.    I  have  a  letter  of  January  6,  lti74. 

Q.  Have  you  a  contract  of  January  2  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  that  the  contract  of  January  28  was  a  substitute  for  a  contract 
of  an  earlier  date  7  Is  there  not  annexed  to  that  which  you  have  now  in  your  hand  a  letter 
of  January  2  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  None  of  the  bills  for  Norman  Wiard's  contracts  were  ever  submitted  to  you  for  ap- 
proval ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  what  money,  if  any,  has  ever  been  paid  on  that  contract  7 — A.  No 
sir. 
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Q.  Were  you  detailed  for  that  purpose  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  only  detailed  to  witness  the 
firiug. 
(^.  Have  you  the  letter  of  iDstmctions  ordering;  you  to  wUness  this  work  f-^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  |2^ot  it  here  ? — A.  Yes»  ^ir. 
Q.Iwoalalike  to  have  substantially  all  the  directions  you  received. — A.  [Reads :] 

**  Navy  Department. 
•*  Washington,  October  *21, 1873. 

"  To  Commodore  Edward  T.  Nichols, 

^^  Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston: 

"Sir:  Please  direct  Captain  Truxton,  inspector  of  ordnance,  not  to  receive  or  receipt  for 
anjthinj^  from  Norman  Wiard,  or  to  hold  any  correspondence  with  him  in  relation  to  the 
firinfrof  the  15-inch  guns  on  Nut  Island,  except  through  this  bureau  or  the  Navy  Depart* 
meDt. 

"  I  am,  sir,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

'*  WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

''  Chief  of  the  Bureau/' 
The  second  letter  is  as  follows : 

**  BtRE\u  OP  Ordnance,  Navv  Department, 

•*  Washington,  October^,  1873. 

"Commodore  E.T. Nichols, 

'' Comnuindant  Nuvy-lard^  Boston : 

**SlR:  Whenever  Mr.  Norman  Wiard  shall  inform  you  that  he  is  ready  to  fire  the  15-inch 
^Qg,  which  he  has  placed  on  Nut  Island  for  experimental  purposes,  you  will  direct  Captain 
Tmxton  to  witness  the  practice.  As  the  experiment  is  wholly  and  entirely  Mr.  Wiard's,  Cap- 
tain Traxton  is  not  to  make  any  suggestions  in  relation  to  it,  nor  interfere  in  any  manner 
with  the  projn'Aaime  which  may  be  determined  upon  by  Mr.  Wiard.  He  is  simply  to  witness 
and  report. 

"  I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

"WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

*•  Chief  of  Bureau/' 

That  letter  was  turned  over  to  me  by  my  predecessor.  Of  course  that  was  one  of  the  un- 
<^xecQied  orders  transmitted  to  me.  There  is  no  other  order  about  it  in  that  place  in  this 
hook.  There  was  an  order  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Wiard  some  Parrot  guns,  to  be  altered,  by  the 
chief  of  the  bureau.    Would  you  like  to  have  that  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir.  That  enters  under  the  |60, 000  contract. — A.  [Reads  *.] 

"Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

•*  Washington,  February  *^,  1873. 

"  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

*' Commandant  Nacy-Yard\  Boston, 

"Sir:  Please  deliver  to  Norman  Wiard  or  his  authorized  agent  the  following  Parrot  rifles 
when  applied  for :  150-pounders,  registry  numbers  33, 34,  84,  and  85  ;  100-pounders,  registry 
nniiibeni55,  73, 161,  and  263. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Here  is  an  order  direct  from  the  Secretary : 


**  WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

'*Chitf  of  Bureau/' 


**  Navy  Department, 

•'  Washington,  April  6,  1614. 

*'8lR:  The  Navy  Departm<»nt  directs  that  you  will  deliver  to  Norman  Wiard,  esq.,  when 
Ite  calla  for  them,  two  15-iQch  guns,  in  good  eonditiun  to  be  experimented  with,  under  acon- 
*f»ci  made  with  him. 

"  GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
**  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
"  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

"  Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston/' 

h  Jaly,  1874,  there  were  long  instructions — quite  a  long  letter  of  instructions — from  the 
Cliief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  me,  giving  quite  a  little  history  of  the  aflfair. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  property  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Wiard's  experiments  1 — A.  Every- 
wlufr  was  sold  at  auction. 

Q-  By  whose  order? — ^A.  By  order  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance — after  hav- 
H  been  regularly  advertised. 
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Q.  Were  you  present? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  whole  amount  of  the  wreck  brought,  approximately  T — A.  I 
could  tell  you  exactly  the  amount  of  the  sale  by  looking  over  a  press-copy  book  here.  I 
know  it  was  about  $11,000.     Wo  sold  some  things  that  had  no  connection  with  that  island. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  sale  of  the  wreck  after  the  completion  of  Mr.  Wiard^s  experi- 
ments T — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  the  articles  which  Mr.  Wiard  had  furnished,  or  which  the  Oovem- 
nieut  had  furnished  Mr.  Wiard,  brought  at  auction  f — A.  I  have  lumped  the  whole  thing  here. 
There  was  little  or  nothing  which  he  furnished,  except  pieces  of  broken  guns  and  carriages. 
But  the  amount  of  $3,519.67  was  realized  in  the  sale  of  the  dibris  from  that  island,  the 
dihris  and  injured  guns. 

Q.  St^te  whether  or  not  the  guns  furnished  by  Mr.  Wiard  to  the  Government  under 
conirftctof  January  28,  1H74,  were  burst? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  not  burst  ? — A.  Well,  one  15-inch  gun  was  not  burst.  He 
only  burst  one  Government  gun,  one  nayy  gun. 

Q.  Were  the  guns  which  the  Government  furnished  him  sold  f — A  All  with  the  exception 
of  oue  loOpounder  Parrot,  which  remains  intact.     That  is,  was  not  re-rifled  by  Wiard. 

Q.  All  the  other  guns  were  sold  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  wore  sold,  having  been  injured  more 
or  Jfss. 

Q.  And  they  all  brought  that  sum  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  dSbris  from  the  broken  guns  and  composition  from  broken-up  gun-carriages 
were  sold  under  order  of  the  Department  at  Washington  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  regularly  ad- 
vertised for  the  prescrH)ed  time. 

Q  Did  they  bring  what  thoy  were  worth  7 — A.  Some  things  brought  very  good  prices ; 
others  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  correspondence  relating  to  the  matter,  between  yourself  and  the 
Department,  or  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Wiard,  other  than  the  letters  you  have  referred 
U8  to  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  had  no  correspondence  with  Mr.  Wiard. 

Q.  Now,  if  you  know  of  any  act  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Government,  Bureau  of 
Old  nance.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  anything  else  which  at  the  time  struck  you  as  irrega* 
lar,  fraudulent,  or  improper,  state  it  and  give  us  the  benefit  ef  your  judgment  upon  it. — A. 
I  thought  there  was  a  very  grave  irregularity  in  this  whole  Nut  Island  transaction,  simply 
because  Mr.  Wiard  was  given  control  of  the  experiments,  t.  e.,  as  to  its  manner  of  expenditure. 
It  \s  usual  for  experiments  to  be  carried  out  by  a  board  of'officers,  and  the  necessary  ex- 
penditures to  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  that  board,  by  the  authority  of  the  bureau. 

Q.  Have  j^ou  ever  before  known  experiments  to  be  carried  on  under  a  contract  with  a  per- 
son outside  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  Never,  sir,  not  at  the  Government  expense. 

Q.  Therefore,  this  case  would  be  distinguished  from  an  ordinary  case  of  firing  by  Gov- 
ernment officers,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  entirely  different. 

Q.  Mr.  Wiard  was  really  firing  under  a  contract,  and  had  the  entire  control  of  the  mat- 
ter f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  all  your  instructions  were  just  to  see  what  ho  did  ? — A.  To  witness  and  report. 

Q.  So  that  in  that  respect  it  was  different  from  anything  you  have  ever  before  known  in 
the  Navy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  have  conducted  a  good  many  experiments  for  other  people. 

Q.  At  any  time  were  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  Department  at  Washington  pre  cut 
at  any  of  these  experiments? — A.  The  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Hogg,  was  there  for  some  little  time 
as  a  guest  of  Mr.  Wiard. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hanscom  or  Mr.  Jeffers  present  f — A.  Neither  of  them  ever  saw  a  gun  fired 
upou  that  island,  to  my  positive  knowledge. 

Q.  You  look  upon  the  whole  experiment  as  a  waste  of  money  to  a  large  extent  ? — A.  As  I 
see  it  now,  I  feel  that  the  mouey  was  wasted.  When  I  say  **  wasted  *'  I  mean  that  it  has 
been  expended,  but  not  entirely  thrown  away. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  was  there  promise  which  the  thing  offered  at  the  beginning  f  With- 
out refeience  to  the  event,  could  you  say  that  it  was  a  judicious  expenditure  of  money,  or 
judicious  to  make  those  experiments? — A.  I  should  say  that  it  was  not  judicious  to  make 
those  experiments — to  start  in  them,  i.  e.,  I  never  would  have  approved  of  any  such  experi- 
ments being  made. 

Q.  Did  you  form  an  opinion  when  fully  instructed  about  it  in  the  beginning,  whether  or  not 
it  would  be  successful  or  useful, or  otherwise? — A.  Well,  from  time  to  time  there  were  im- 
pressions made  on  my  mind  :  but  they  were  never  breathed  to  any  living  soul  or  published 
in  any  way,  until  the  Secretary  ordered  me  to  do  so,  and  then  it  was  at  a  very  late  date, 
when  I  had  given  up  all  idea  of  being  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion. 

Q.  Do  you  know  one  Captain  Michaelis,  who  has  made  a  report  subsequent  to  yours? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  associated  with  me  at  Nut  Island,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
presume. 

Q.  He  was  an  ordnance  officer  of  the  War  Department? — A.  An  officer  of  the  Ordnance 
Corps  or  the  Army. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  particularly  selected  by  Mr.  Wiard  or  whether  he  was 
the  choice  of  the  Department? — A.  I  know  that  Mr.  Wiard  was  desirous  of  having  Mr. 
Michaelis  hero  to  observe  velocities,  because  of  Mr.  Michaelis's  superior  knowledge  of  the 
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iostnimeiit  we  were  to  use,  and  of  his  having  hroujtht  the  first  one  from  Europe,  and  having 
had  more  experience  with  it  than  any  other  officer  in  the  Army. 

Q.  Did  jou  consider  him  an  accomplished  officer  ot  the  Army  in  that  respect  ? — A. 
A  very  highly  accomplished  officer,  and  I  know  for  those  reasons  Mr.  Wiard  was  very  anxi- 
ous thtt  Mr.  Michaelis  should  be  detailed.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Michaelis  on  the  occasion  of  this 
list  series  of  experiments,  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Wiard  was  very  anxioas  that  he  should 
come,  and  he  replied  to  me  that  he  had  no  objections  to  seeing  the  experiments  of  1875,  but 
that  be  would  certainly  object  to  coming  if  applied  for  by  name.  Then  subsequently  he 
wrote  me  that  Mr.  Wiard  bad  written  to  him  asking  if  he  would  be  likely  to  come ;  and  he 
said  that  he  would  not  object  to  coming,  but  that  he  would  make  no  application,  nor  did  he 
want  Mr.  Wiard  to  apply  for  him  by  name. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  did  Mr.  Michaelis  come  here  as  a  disinterested  and  entirely  inde- 
pendftDt  observer  ? — A.  Entirely  so,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  could  have  had  any  possible  interest  in  the  result  ? — A.  Not  the 
slifrbte«t  in  the  world,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  his  report  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  notice  that  it  is  in  some  respects  more  favorable  to  Mr.  Wiard*s  operations  than 
yoar  ownf— A.  I  think  only  on  the  subject  of  his  snubbing-rope,  a  naval  affair  which  a  sol- 
dier knows  nothing  about. 

Q.  Yon  don*t  attach  great  value  to  his  opinions  on  the  snubbing  rope  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  not  being  used  in  Army  warfare? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  observed  anything  wrong  or  irregular,  state  it. — A.  I  never  have,  sir ;  except  as 
I  stated  before,  that  I  thought  it  was  irregular  that  any  Government  money  should  be  ex* 
pended  without  some  Government  officers  controlling  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  money  was  expended  wastefuUy  by  Mr.  Wiard  T — A.'  I  think  that 
he  literally  threw  away  a  great  deal  of  money. 

Q.  Yon  mean  in  the  experiments  ? — ^A.  AH  of  his  expenses  were  paid  here  by  the  Govern- 
ment nndoabtedly — every  cent  that  he  expended  here. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Government  had  any  knowledge  of  his  disposition  of  the  money, 
«cept  so  far  as  the  bills  were  shown  7  Was  he  throwing  away  the  money  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Department,  or  without  their  knowledge  7 — A.  I  don*t  think  the  Department 
could  control  him. 

Q.  Do  you  nnderstand  that  any  of  the  expenses  of  getting  about  and  living  here  were 
paid  by  the  Government  7 — A.  1  understand  that  all  his  expenses  were  paid  out  of  the 
|60,0DU. 

Q.  And  be  was  to  have  $60,000  for  doing  certain  things  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  he  was  not 
required  to  expend  the  whole  of  that  $60,000  for  those  purposes ;  but  he  was  to  provide 
means  of  transportation. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  bills  made  out  upon  those  things? — A.  I  never  have  seen 
them.  He  lived  on  board  his  yacht.  There  was  nothing  in  the  contract  that  would  show 
that  his  expenses  were  going  to  be  paid.  But  I  will  say  that  while  I  was  accepting  the 
hoftpitalities  of  the  yacht  Minnehaha  I  did  not  feel  that  I  was  under  any  obligations  to  Mr. 
Wiard,  because  I  was  informed  by  private  letter  from  Captain  Jeffers  that  those  subjects 
nndoabtedly  came  out  uf  the  appropriation,  and  that  I  had  better  make  the  best  of  it  and 
live  on  the  enemy. 

Q.  Have  yon  got  those  letters  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  keep  a  private  letter. 

Q-  Captain  Jeffers  was  not  friendly  to  the  experiment  ? — A.  He  undoubtedly  antagonized 
it  from  toe  beginning. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  in  the  Navy  who  favored  or  indorsed  the  course  pursued 
by  Mr.  Wiard  and  by  the  Secretary,  or  believed  in  it,  or  thought  it  was  proper,  or  that  the 
plan  was  feasible,  or  the  money  properly  expended  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q-  Do  you  know  what  the  opinions  of  the  ordnance  officers  of  the  Navy  generally  were 
Abontthis  thing? — A.  Well,  I  donH  know  what  their  opinions  were.  I  only  know  what 
Captain  Jeffers's  opinion  was. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  If  there  are  any  other  facts  that  you  know  about  these  things  I  would  like  to  have 
yon  give  us  the  benefit  of  them. — A.  [  don't  know  of  any. 

By  Mr.  MiLL«: 

Q.  How  many  of  thoss  guns  burst  ? — A.  He  burst  his  first  15-inch  gun,  and  then  burst  one 
of  tbeNavv  15-inch  guns,  which  is  almost  one  of  the  same  kind  of  guns.  That  was  in 
I'^4.  And  then  the  last  gun  in  1874  was  an  11-inch  gun,  which  he  cast  here  at  South  Bos- 
j^Of  a  new  cast-iroo  gun  weighing  34,000  pounds.  It  was  double  the  weight  of  our  smooth- 
bore 11-inch  gun.  They  weigh  only  17,000  pounds.  This  was  a  very  heavy  gun,  and  was 
c&st  for  the  purpose,  and  made  a  regular  Wiard  rifle  from  the  beginning;  and  I  think  it 
i^VBtat  the  first  trial,  or  the  second  trial.  He  put  100  pounds  of  powder  in  it,  and  it  went 
^P*   Then  he  burst  the  Army  10-ioch  Parrot.   The  la'st  shot  he  firod  he  burst  it  with  a 
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round  shot  in  it,  showiog  coDclusively,  as  my  report  does,  that  the  gun  had  been  previously 
overworked  by  excessive  charges  of  powder. 

Q.  You  found  out  how  much  they  would  not  stand  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  never  found  out  how  much  they  would  stand  up  to  the  limit  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  much  the  Government  furnished  to  Mr.  Wiard  in  full  ? — A.  I  can 
give  it  to  you  to-morrow  morning. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  do  that. — A.  I  have  a  list  of  everything  supplied  to  Mr.  Wiard,  be- 
cause I  took  his  receipts  for  everything,  and  invoiced  those  to  the  bureau.  The  debris  from 
the  carriages  was  returned  to  me,  and  the  composition  from  the  carriages  which  wa3  sent  to 
me  and  sold  at  auction  by  order  of  the  Department. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  gun-carriages  sold  hero  since  you  have  been  on  the  yard  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  give  you  the  exact  number  herefrom  this  letter-book.  [Referring  to  book.] 
There  were  ninety-one  wooden  four-truck  carriages  sold  at  public  auction  on  the  27th  of 
December,  1875,  they  having  been  regularly  advertised. 

Q.  At  what  price  ? — A.  They  sold  at  $3.6*4?|  a  piece. 

Q.  Were  they  iron-trimmed  t— A.  Some  had  a  very  little  composition  on  them ;  but  most 
of  them  were  valuable  only  for  the  iron. 

Q.  What  were  the  conditions  of  that  sale,  about  the  delivering  of  the  carriages  f — A.  Ten 
per  cent,  was  to  be  paid  down  on  the  day  of  the  sale,  and  they  were  to  be  paid  for  before 
being  taken  out  of  tne  yard. 

Q.  Did  the  parties  purchasing  them  take  them  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  They  or  their  agents 
did.    They  employed  somebody. 

Q.  The  Government  was  not  at  any  expense  in  removing  the  carriages  ? — A.  Not  at  the 
slightest  expense  in  handling  any  of  them,  unless  it  was  that  one  man  wa^  kept  in  the  gun- 
carriage  shed,  to  see  that  they  took  only  the  proper  carriages,  and  to  see  that  they  did  not 
take  anything  else. 

Q.  Was  it  a  fair  price  for  the  carriages? — A.  It  was  a  very  good  price  for  them,  because 
they  were  worth  nothing  except  for  the  iron.  I  broke  up  one,  and  calculated  the  weight  of 
the  iron  iu  them,  and  found  that  they  would  have  hard  work  to  get  their  money  back — be- 
sides the  labor  of  bre-akiug  them  up.  The  men  who  bought  them  paid  50  cents  apiece  to 
have  them  hauled,  and  got  poor  people  to  break  them  up  for  the  wood,  and  sold  what  was 
left  for  old  iron. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  breaking  up  of  the  ship  Virginia  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.   You  were  not  here  then  7 — ^A.  I  have  seen  parties  at  work  upon  her,  breaking  her  up. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  her  condition  was  found  to  be  in  breaking  her  up — whether  the 
timbers  were  all  sound? — A.  I  have  never  seen  anything  but  perfectly  sound  timber  come 
out  of  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  building  of  theVandalia? — A.  No,  sir;  I  know 
nothing  about  her  cost. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  breaking  up  of  the  two  iron-clads,  Wassuc  and 
Shawnee  ?~A.   I  know  of  their  being  broken  up  by  outside  parties. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  engines  in  them  ? — A.  The  engines  were  of  obso- 
lete type. 

Q.  Wore  they  good  ? — A,  They  were  good  of  their  kind.  But  I  think  they  were  the 
Ericsson  grasshopper  engine. 

Q.  Not  now  used  at  all  by  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  never  would  be  used  in  any 
other  ship  as  engines. 

Q.  Could  thfey  be  used  as  stationary  engines  f— A.  They  could ;  but  they  would  be  very 
expensive  engines  to  run  in  any  stationary  work. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  abuses  in  the  Navy  that  ought  to  be  corrected  ? — 
A.    Well,  I  only  know  of  certain  matters  in  this  yard. 

Q.  Those  are  the  very  ones  we  want. — A.  It  is  in  relation  to  the  civil  engineer  of  the 
yard,  or  his  department. 

Q.  Give  us  anything  on  that  subject  that  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service. — A.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  board,  investigating  some  reports  against  Mr.  Granger,  the  civil  engineer, 
and  in  regard  to  the  loaning  and  repairing  of  the  yard  dredge.  I  would  just  simply  say  that 
in  the  course  of  our  investigations  we  found  that  Mr.  Granger  had  used  a  great  deal  of 
Government  material,  and  expended  a  good  deal  of  money  for  labor  on  that  dredge,  both 
before  she  left  the  yard,  and  While  she  was  at  work  out  in  the  stream,  when  he  had  been 
expressly  ordered  not  to  do  so,  but  that  the  party  borrowing  her  was  to  go  to  all  that  expense. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  received  any  consideration  from  those  parties  for  that  ? 
Whs  thaf  developed  in  evidence  before  your  board  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  consideration  for  his  doiug  it  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  no  way  of  obtaining 
anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  just  simply  found  that  fact  to  exist.  Did  he  evince  any  anxiety  at  any  time  that 
the  parties  should  have  the  dredge? — A.  Ye8, sir. 

Q.  Who  are  those  parties  f — A.  Well,  Mr.  Lewis. 
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-Q.  What  is  his  other  name  ? — A.  I  don't  know  his  p^iven  name. 
Q.  Do  jou  know  where  he  lives  t — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  is  a  resident  of  Boston. 
Q.  Are  there  any  other  abuses  except  that  of  Mr.  Granger  that  you  know  of.     The  com- 
modore told  HA  all  about  that  yesterday. — A.  Well,  there  are  a  good  many  things  that  I 
>Tould  have  different  if  I  had  ro^  own  way. 

Q.  Before  you  leave  that  subject,  I  will  ask  this  question :  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Gran- 
f;er  sajiDfT  when  he  returned,  that  he  had  been  to  Washington  and  got  himself  alt  fixed  up 
right, after  that  board  had  parsed  upon  that  case,  and  that  ne  was  going  to  attend  to  some 
of  the  balance  of  you,  the  officers  of  the  yard,  and  have  you  removed  ? — A.  I  saw  him  the 
night  he  returned  from  Washington,  and  was  told  by  him  that  his  matters  were  all  settled ; 
that  the  officers  who  signed  that  report  would  be  called  to  account  for  doing  it ;  that  he  had 
disproved  the  matters  which  this  board  had  alleged  against  him.  ' 

Q.  Have  any  of  you  ever  been  called  to  account  i — A.  Never,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  state  whom  he  had  been  to  see  ? — A.  He  stated  that  he  had  seen  the  Secretary. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  employment  of  any  clerical  force,  or  writers  as  they  are  called, 
that  are  unnecessary  on  the  yard  and  could  be  dispensed  with  1  Are  there  any  in  your  de- 
partmeut  ?— A.  None,  sir ;  as  I  have  but  one  clerk  in  each  of  my  departments,  and  no  writ- 
ers. I  would  say  that  I  have  charge  of  the  navigation  department  as  well  as  the  ordnance 
department.     I  have  a  clerk  in  each,  but  no  writer. 

Q.  Could  one  clerk  discharge  the  duties  of  both  those  departments  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  because 
my  clerk  in  the  ordnance  department  does  the  work  that  used  to  be  done  by  three  people. 

Q.  Goon  now  and  state  any  other  abuses  that  you  know  about. — A.  There  is  certainly 
something  wrong  when  men  are  employed  in  the  yard  and  their  foremen  and  quartermen 
bare  do  control  over  them,  as  was  the  case  in  the  fall  of  1874,  when  they  had  that  large  influx 
of  men.  I  know  and  beard  the  foremen  say  that  they  had  no  control  over  their  men ;  that 
their  men  told  them  that  they  were  only  here  for  a  short  time,  and  knew  they  had  to  go  as 
soon  as  the  election  was  over,  and  they  did  not  care  whether  they  did  anything  or  not. 

Q.  Did  they  do  much  ? — A.  I  saw  at  that  time,  while  those  men  were  here,  more  loafing 
than  I  certainly  ever  have  seen  in  the  yard  during  the  whole  time  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  Standing  about  doing  nothing  ? — A.  Yes,  air;  standing  about  doing  nothing, or  idling 
until  I  came  upon  them.  I  remember  one  day  particularly  that  I  went  into  the  Vandalia 
fhip-hoose  and  I  did  not  hear  a  sound.  I  thought  it  was  very  singular,  and  wondered  where 
ail  the  people  were,  and  I  walked  up  to  the  bow.  By  the  time  1  had  gone  up  there  I  had 
been  seen,  and  the  matter  had  been  telegraphed  from  one  to  another,  and  I  could  not  make 
mjBelf  heard  while  talking  to  a  man  on  deck  for  the  calking  irons  that  were  going  like  a 
drum.  I  asked  the  foreman,  ** Are  you  taking  a  rest  7 "  He  shook  his  head  and  said  he 
could  not  control  them.  And  that  is  generallv  understood  here — that  men  who  are  put  ia 
in  that  way  will  not  work ;  in  fact,  some  of  them  rather  refused  to. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  get  calkers  during  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  it  must  be  a  man 
who  understands  his  trade  before  he  can  be  put  on  as  a  calker. 

Q.  In  that  period  did  you  increase  the  number  of  your  calkers  f — A.  I  have  no  knowl- 
ed|re  that  they  did.    My  impression  is  that  they  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  shoemakers  being  employed,  or  bootmake  s  ? — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge.    There  was  no  increase  of  force  in  my  department  during  that  time. 

Q.  8tate  if  you  have  any  views  upon  the  subject  of  the  employment  of  marines  rather 
than  civilians  as  watchmen. — A.  Well,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Government  property  would 
be  mach  more  securely  guarded  and  honestly  cared  for  if  there  was  not  a  watchman  in  the 
jvd.    I  could  give  you  my  reasons  for  making  that  statement. 

Q.  Certainly,  we  want  all  that. — A.  I  would  state  that  at  this  yard  we  have  a  water-front 
ofnearly  half  a  mile,  which  is  guarded  by  four  watchmen.  Their  duties  take  them  away 
from  the  water-front  around  through  buildings  and  behind  other  buildings.  Now,  even  if 
tbcy  were  vigilant,  I  think  it  is  possible  for  these  river-thieyes  to  sneak  in  and  get  under  our 
sea-walls  and  carry  off  anything  that  may  have  been  thrown  there  to  them.  And  I  thiuk  the 
<^r  is  lett  very  wide  for  collusion  between  the  watchmen  and  thieves.  A  watchman  knows 
f^irdays  and  weeks  ahead  at  what  time  of  night  and  for  how  long  he  will  be  on  his  post  on 
the  8ea*walls,  and  if  he  is  inclined  to  be  dishonest,  he  can  readily,  by  collusion  with  some 
HTe-r-thieves  as  we  term  them,  allow  a  great  deal  of  Government  property  to  be  taken  out  of 
tbe  yard. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  property  is  taken  out  f — A.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  in  my  own 
miod.  With  regard  to  marines,  they  live  in  the  yard  all  the  time,  and  have  nothing  iu  com- 
Don  with  the  workman,  and  the  watchmen  have,  who  may  be  his  neighbor ;  and  the  marine 
Qe^er  knows  which  post  he  is  going  on  to  until  he  is  called  there,  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
P^^rbaps,  to  piepare  himself  for  the  post.  He  is  taken  from  the  guard*room,  his  name  called 
^t  and  he  is  then  told  that  he  is  for  a  certain  post.  Consequently  he  could  never  enter  into 
illusion  with  these  rivei -thieves.    . 

Q-  What  is  the  general  character  of  these  marines  for  sobriety  and  integrity  ? — A.  AVell, 
^e  occasionally  find  them  intemperate,  but  seldom  intemperate  while  on  duty.  When  they 
Kfc  00  liberty,  ihej  are  like  other  men*. 

Q*  Do  you  notice  whether  or  not  they  take  it  upon  themselves  as  a  duty  to  protect  the 
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Government  7 — A.  I  think  they  do.     I  think  thej  take  an  interest  in  the  datjthey  are  sworn 
to  perform.   They  are  sworn  men.     They  are  men  undermost  excellent  discipline  also. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  many  civilian  watchmen  are  employed  on  this  yard  ? — A.  There  are 
twenty-seven,  sir. 

Q.  How  ,many  marines  are  there  stationed  here? — A.  I  don*t  know  the  exact  number, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  how  many  ? — A.  About  fifty,  I  think. 

Q.  Not  enough  to  do  the  duty  ?— A.  No,  sir;  not  enough  to  do  the  duty  to  put  them  down 
on  the  water- front,  or  we  would  do  so.  We  have  a  marine  at  this  point  and  one  at  the  ex* 
treme  end. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  enough  to  do  the  work  that  you  have  to  do  and  to  do  watching  ? — A. 
No,  sV. 

Q.  Would  you  think  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government  to  increase  the  marine  force, 
80  as  to  have  them  for  watchmen  ? — A.  I  think  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Govern* 
ment  in  all  respects. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  cost  of  a  watchman  is  for  eight  hours  ? — A.  It  is  $2.26  a  day. 

Q.  Do  you  have  to  have  three  for  one  day's  work? — A.  Yes,  sir;  three  for  each  post. 
We  have  nine  posts. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  cost  of  a  marine,  including  his  rations,  pay,  and  clothing  t — A.  I 
figured  up  on  it  the  other  day,  but  I  cannot  give  it  now  exactly.  It  is  less  than  a  dollar. 
Captain  Pope  could  give  it  to  you ;  he  gave  it  to  me— the  cost  of  his  rations,  clothing,  lights, 
water,  and  everything  else. 

Q.  I  suppose,  in  order  to  find  the  exact  cost  of  an  effective  marine,  it  would  be  right  to 
reckon  the  cost  of  the  officers,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  officers  who  are  doing  duty 
at  the  particular  station. 

Q.  You  have  beside  the  civil  force  of  watchmen,  their  captains  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  the 
three  captains  included  in  the  twenty-seven  that  I  gave  you. 

Q.  In  which  department  shall  I  go  to  g^t  the  exact  figures  upon  watchmen  ? — A.  The 
department  of  yards  and  docks. 

Q.  I  noticed  when  you  were  asked  about  abuses  your  mind  seemed  to  turn  upon  specific 
acts  of  fraud,  but  I  suppose  the  question  was  meant  to  embrace  the  system  or  systems; 
therefore  if  you  see  anything  in  the  system  here  which  is  productive  of  wrong,  I  think  we 
should  have  the  benefit  of  that  and  of  your  experience  in  that  department. — A.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  the  system  in  relation  to  the  way  in  wnich  we  make  our  purchases  here  is  altogether 
wrong. 

Q.  What  purchases  do  you  refer  to? — A.  What  are  termed  ** open  purchases." 

Q.  In  what  respect? — A.  Well,  I  think  that  there  are  people  around  the  paymaster's  office. 
I  don't  know  those  things,  however,  but  only  say  that  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  are  discussing  a  system,  and  you  have  a  right  to  give  your  views  of  the  system  — 
A.  There  are  certain  persons  around  the  pay-office  here  who  are  certainly  interested  in  every 
purchase  that  is  made.     I  really  believe  that. 

Q.  What  class  of  goods  do  you  refer  to — timber,  iron,  and  coal T— A.  General  supplies 
that  come  from  time  to  time. 

Q.  It.  does  not  embrace  clothing T — A,  No,  sir;  I  know  of  a  case  where  I  had  occasion 
last  fall,  in  my  own  department,  to  get  at  the  estimate  for  putting  in  new  heating-pipes 
throughout  the  ordnance  building.  In  order  to  send  that  estimate  on,  I  sent  my  foreman 
machinist  over  to  town,  to  go  about  to  the  different  places,  to  find  out  where  he  could  get 
those  goods  the  cheapest,  and  to  get  the  figures  from  two  or  three  parties ;  and  I  found 
that  the  Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  a  very  larp^  establishment,  would  furnish  them 
at  a  very  reasonable  figrure,  or  would  deduct  40  per  cent,  from  their  list  prices.  That  is  the 
usual  trade-discount  on  that  kind  of  work.  The  bureau  approved  of  my  suggestions  of 
making  the  alterations  in  the  heating  apparatus.  I  made  the  requisition  on  the  bureau, 
making  note  that  the  above  articles  could  be  selected ;  meaning  that  I  was  to  have  some- 
thing to  say  as  to  their  selection,  although  I  had  nothing  to  say  about  the  price.  And  those 
bills  were  paid  by  my  bureau  as  sent  from  the  Walworth  factory.  But  what  I  wanted  to 
say,  bearing  upon  this  subject,  was,  the  regulations  of  my  department  require  that  when  I 
make  a  requisition  for  anything  to  be  purchased  at  open  purchase,  that  I  shall  send  the 
estimated  cost.  In  order  to  obtain  that,  when  I  first  came  here  I  would  send  an  expert 
over  to  town  to  find  out  what  he  could  buy  for — such  things  as  paints,  or  oils,  or  hoop-iron, 
or  sheep-skins,  or  anything  that  we  needed  very  quick,  or  needed  for  emergency.  He  would 
bring  me  the  prices  at  which  he  could  obtain  them  from  reliable  dealers;  and  in  making 
the  requisition  in  triplicate  I  would  put  this  estimated  cost  down  on  only  one,  leaving  the 
other  two  copies  blank,  as  was  our  custom.  That  copy  having  the  estimated  price  on  it 
was  retained  by  the  bureau.  The  other  two  copies  being  approved,  one  was  sent  to  me, 
and  the  other  to  the  purchasing-paymaster.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  the  estimates  I  had 
sent  on.  I  found  that  the  prices  which  he  certified  to  as  being  correct,  and  as  the  low- 
est market  price,  were  always  in  excess  of  the  pqces  at  which  my  people  could  have 
bought  those  things — running  up  as  high  as  25  per  cent,  in  some  instances.  I  wrote  a 
private  letter,  or  semi-official  letter,  to  Captain  Jeffers  on  the  subject,  and  shoitly  afterwards 
1  went  to  Washington,  being  ordered  there  for  some  other  purpose.    I  spoke  to  him  about  it 
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He  Mid  to  me,  "  It  is  an  abuse ;  we  know  it ;  but  we  cannot  correct  it.**  He  says,  "  Tbose 
ptjmasters  have  to  deal  witb  certain  parties.**  He  made  that  remark.  I  sa^pested'to  the 
commodore  that  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  report  this  matter  officially,  and  he  said,  look- 
ing over  the  regulations  and  the  laws,  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prices  whatever  : 
the  purchasing- pay  master  was  the  sole  judge  of  the  price,  and  his  certificate  was  final,  and 
I  bad  uo  right  to  question  it.  This  was  when  I  called  his  attention  to  the  excess  of 
charge!)  made  there.  When  I  would  send  my  experts  over  to  town  to  get  these  estimates, 
thej  wonld  come  back  sometimes  and  tell  me,  '* These  people  say  it  is  of  no  use  to  give  you 
these  prices ;  that  they  cannot  get  the  supplving  of  those  things,  no  matter  what  they  put  in 
or  bid  for.**  My  man  would  always  say,  **  These  paints  are  always  bought  from  the  Boston 
Lead  Company,**  or  something.  They  appeared  to  know  where  the  purchases  were  made. 
Bat  DOW,  for  a  year  or  more,  1  have  ceased  sending  over  to  get  these  prices.  The  regula- 
tittDsdo  not  require  me  to  do  it,  but  merely  to  put  down  |he  estimated  price,  so  as  to  give 
the  bureau  some  idea  of  how  much  it  would  cost.  So  I  take  my  last  bills  of  the  same  kind 
»f  floods  and  put  that  down  as  the  estimated  price. 

Q.  You  have  ceased,  as  you  might  say,  trying  to  make  a  reform.  Did  you  go  as  far  with 
that  Walworth  contract  as  you  intended  to  go  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  explained  fully  that 
tbe  bills  were  made  out  showing  the  40  per  cent,  discount  on  them,  the  same  prices  as  at  my 
office.  I  cited  those  as  a  case  where  I  selected  the  same  articles  myself  I  put  on  the  bot- 
tom of  my  requisition,  **To  be  selected,*'  so  that  I  could  have  the  privilege  of  ordering  from 
tbc  Walworth  company 

Q.  He  did  not  order  them  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  did.  I  went  with  a  requiHition  to  the 
pay-olScer,  aod  said  I  wanted  to  get  them.  I  had  anticipated  the*approval  of  the  requisi- 
tioD,  knowing  I  was  in  a  hurry. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  not,  that  these  parties  who  furnish  these  supplies  to  the  Government 
hsTean  understanding  with  the  paymaster  that  they  pavhim  a  certain  commission  upon  all 
those  purchases  thar  he  makes  from  them  ? — A.  I  don*t  know  anything  about  it  one  way  or 
the  otber. 

Q.  U  it  understood  among  you  here  that  the  paymaster  gets  a  commission  7 — A.  It  is  not 
understood  that  the  paymaster  does,  and  I  don't  think  that  the  paymaster*s  name  is  men- 
tioned here  particularly,  only  those  things  are  discussed.  We  merely  feel  that  certain  things 
are  boogrbt  from  certain  people  at  all  times,  and  articles  are  bought  from  parties  who  do  not 
deal  in  tbem. 

Q.  Under  what  direction  7  Let  us  get  at  it. — A.  Well,  I  know  on  one  occasion,  I  know 
df  one  instance,  when  I  first  came  here,  an  approved  requisition  from  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment came  back  for  quite  a  large  quantity  ot  paints  and  oils,  and  turpentine,  and  brushes, 
and  Tarnish,  and  things  of  that  kind.''  "The  paymaster  gave  the  order  to  the  Boston  Lead 
Company  to  furnish  the  most  of  these  things.  The  varnish  was  not  such  as  I  wanted  for 
an  especial  purpose,  and  I  went  over  there  to  the  Boston  Lead  Company  to  make  some  ar- 
rangement about  changing  it.  They  told  me,  **  O,  you  go  down  to  some  other  firm.**  They 
diiect^  me  to  some  other  firm,  and  told  me,  **  We  do  not  deal  in  varnishes,  but  we  order 
that  from  these  other  parties.**  I  went  down  there  and  found  this  firm  who  had  really  sent 
in  tbe  varnish  unwilling  to  nfake  the  exchange  that  I  desired,  and  I  went  to  the  pay-office 
to  tee  what  could  be  done  there,  and  the  chief  clerk  at  that  time,  Mr.  Plunket,  said  he  would 
vran^  it  for  me.  He  went  out  with  me  and  went  down  and  had  a  talk  with  these  dealers 
ia  varnishes,  and  arranged  that  I  should  have  an  exchange. 

Q.  yfho  is  the  head  of  the  Boston  Lead  Company  7 — A.  I  don*t  know,  sir.  It  is  a  very 
lar^  es^tablishmeut.  I  looked  upon  that  as  an  abuse,  and  undoubtedly  one  that  could  be 
WTBcted  in  some  way. 

Q.  How  many  paymasters  have  you  here  7 — A.  Four. 

Q.  Are  these  bills  paid  in  cash  here  or  by  drafl  from  Washington  t — A.  You  will  find  that 
they  are  all  paid  in  cash  here.  I  would  like  to  add  that  my  attention  was  called  to  this 
matter  very  recently,  at  the  time  that  I  was  senior  member  on  the  board  investigating  some 
^ods  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  some  ship*s  knees  here.  It  came  oat  in  evidence 
that  the  bills  for  these  knees  would  be  made  out  in  the  office  of  the  constructor  of  the  yard, 
^7  Mr.  8pooner,  and  that  after  the  bills  were  regularly  approved  by  the  commandant  and 
tlie  chief  of  the  bureau  at  Washington,  Mr.  Spoouer  would  take  them  to  the  pay-office,  and 
that  Mr.  Plunket,  the  then  chief  clerk  and  now  assistant  paymaster  In  the  Navy,  would  at 
times  take  these  bills  down  to  a  man  who  kept  a  grog-shop,  in  a  low  part  of  the  town,  iu 
^orth  street,  in  whose  name  the  bills  were  made,  and  that  that  man  would  receipt  the  bills 
there  and  then  for  Mr.  Plunket,  but  would  receive  no  money.  Mr.  Plunket  would  take  the 
'^pt.  I  thought  if  he  would  go  so  far  as  that,  he  must  be  pecuniarily  interested  in  the 
matter.    I  guess  that  is  about  all  I  have  to  say. 


60  NAVAL   AFFAIRS* 

fiosTO!?,  Mmrch  23,  1876. 

CominanJer  George  BaowN  recalled 
By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Qnestion.  Do  yoa  know  Mr.  Griflfiths,  the  8hi|Hbnil<]er f — Answer.  Te«,  sir;  I  can  say 
that  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  him,  althoa^h  I  have  not  seen  hion  for  some  years. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  a  bendin^-machine  he  bad  that  ia  now  in  the  vard  ? — A. 
I  only  know  that  he  had  a  working-model  in  the  basement  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington 
at  one  time.     He  had  it  in  working  order. 

Q.  Did  yon  meet  Mr.  Griffiths  in  Washingrton  f — A.  Tes, sir;  I  met  Mr.  Griffiths, jr. 

Q.  Did  be  or  bis  father  eyer  make  any  proposition  to  yoa  to  assist  him  in  selling  the 
machine  ? — A.  Mr.  Griffiths,  jr.,  whom  I  had  known  while  he  was  building  the  Pawnee,  in 
Philadelphia,  told  me  that  he  waa  very  anxious  to  have  some  one  take  that  working-model 
to  France,  and  to  Rassia,  and  to  other  parta  of  Europe,  and  that  in  talking  the  matter  over 
with  some  poeple,  my  name  had  been  snggested,  and  that  as  he  knew  me  personally,  be 
wonid  like  very  much  to  have  me  consid*^r  the  proposition.  He  said  the  ptrties  owning 
it  wonld  pay  all  ny  expenses  and  give  me  25  per  cent,  of  the  profits,  if  I  would  consent  to 
go,  with  the  view  of  introducing  it  in  Europe  and  i»eliin?  it  to  foreign  goTernments,  with  a 
view  to  their  ship-building  in  their  yards.  I  told  him  that  I  positively  declined  there  and 
then;  that  it  did  not  need  any  consideration. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  sngsgestion  made  that  if  you  could  sell  it  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment you  should  have  any  commission  f — A.  Never  in  the  least,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  such  proposition  was  made  to  any  other  officer  of  the  Navy ! 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  whether  any  commissions  were  paid  by  him  to  any  officers  of  the  Navy  for  its  sale  T 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  opinion  npen  that  subject  which  we  can  get  at  f— A.  No,  air;  I  never 
heard  the  matter  broached  or  discussed. 


BoSTOX,  Thursday^  ^arch  22,  1876. 
Oliver  L.  Shaw  sworn  and  exaoaimed. 

,  By  Mt.  Burleigh:: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  In  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  timber-bending  machine  of  some  notoriety  f — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  set  up  the  original  machine? — A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  the  original  machine  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  it  work  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  what  you  do  know  in  relation  to  it  ? — A.  The  first  ef  my 
having  anything  to  do  with  that  machine,  I  was  employed  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  old  gentle- 
man, (Oliver,  his  son,  at  that  time  was  in  Washington,)  as  a  mechanical  engineer,  with  an 
understanding  that  I  was  to  go  to  work  for  them  at  a  certain  pric^^  the  time  not  to  be  less 
than  six  months,  with  the  view  of  taking  that  machine  from  where  it  stood,  in  a  building 
over  on  Maverick  street,  East  Boston,  and  putting  it  up  in  a  building  that  was  to  be  erected 
in  the  Charlestown  navy -yard. 

Q.  Who  erected  that  building  in  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  ? — A.  Mr.  Griffiths  con- 
tracted for  having  the  building  built,  and  it  was  built  by  Pierce  de.  Montgomery  of  Chelsea. 

Q.  And  the  Government  contracted  with  Mr.  Griffiths  ? — A.  I  presume  so  ;  that  part  I 
know  nothing  about.  So  far  as  any  transactions  betweeu  the  Government  and  Bending  Ma- 
chine Company  were  concerned,  all  those  matters  were  kept  v^ery  close  from  me.  I  never 
got  any  information.  If  I  had  sought  it,  I  don't  know  that  I  should  have  obtained  it ;  bat 
I  did  not  seek  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  do,  sir?— A.  As  I  understood,  they  had  sold  this  machine  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  the  understanding  that  the  machine  was  to  be  started  up  on  the  first  day  of 
January  to  bend  timber,  and  it  had  got  to  be  a  forced  job.  We  were  to  bend  timber  that 
day  anyhow,  wjietber  the  machine  was  entirely  completed  or  not ;  that  was  the  understand- 
ing; and,  with  that  end  in  view,  I  proceeded  as  one  would  in  that  capacity.  I  hired  some 
draughtsmen,  and  the  work,  as  they  had  no  machine-shop  of  their  own,  it  being  a  forced 
job  which  had  to  be  pushed,  was  placed  in  diflerent  shops. 

Q.  What  work  do  you  mean  ? — A.  I  mean  the  rebuilding  of  this  machine. 

Q.  Then  this  is  not  the  machine  which  was  in  East  Boston?— A.  This  is  the  identical 
machine  that  was  over  there,  larg^  portions  of  it;  but  it  was  improved  considerably,  made 
larger  and  stronger. 

Q.  How  long  a  time  did  it  take  to  do  that  work  ? — A.  As  I  say,  I  went  to  work,  I  think, 
about  the  5th  of  September,  and  we  were  to  bend  timber  on  the  1st  of  January ;  that  would 
make  about  four  months^*  but  I  was  engaged  on  that  work  six  months,  less  •three  days. 
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Q.  At  whose  expense  f — A.  I  was  paid  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  same  as  every  one  else  was 
paid  who  was  employed   by  them.    I  hired  dranghtsmen,  and  there  were  other  men  em- 
ployed  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  who  worked  there  by  the  day,  and  Oliver  Griffiths,  his  son,  al- 
ways brought  the  money  once  a  week  or  once  a  fortnight,  I  can*t  tell  which  now,  but 
I  think  once  in  twe  weeks,  and  we  were  paid  promptly  on  Monday.     I  know  I  got  my 
money ;  where  it  came  from  I  don't  know, 

Q.  How  much  do  you  suppose  it  cost  to  build  that  machine  over? — A.  That  is  a  thing 

I  sbonld  Qot  want  to  gness  at,  but  1  can  put  you  in  the  way  of  finding  out  about  every 

bingle  dollar,  if  you  want  to  know.    I  can  give  you  the  name  of  the  parties  who  did  the 

work  that  we  put  out ;  that  is,  that  was  put  out  in  different  shops  to  be  done.     I  call  it  a 

building  over  of  that  machine.     Really  the  machine  was  weak ;  it   used  to  break  down. 

Tbej  built  one  ship  with  it,  and  I  was  informed  by  a  man  who  worked  on  the  machine  all 

the  time  that  they  used  to  break  more  timber  than  they  bent — broke  up  more  than  half  of 

it  in  bendiog  it,  and  it  went  under  the  boilers.    That  ship  was  the  New  Era.     I  was  in 

East  Boston  at  the  time,  connected  with  the  Atlantic  Works,  and   knew  of  the  ship  being 

built  by  this  new  plan  of  using  bent  timber.    As  I  was  saying,  I  can  put  you  in  the  way 

of  finding  out  the  cost  of  the  alterations. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  think  were  employed  on  it,  say  in  October  and  November,  in 
the  different  shops?— A.  Really  I  can't  say,  oecause  ^he  men  employed  there  were  mostly 
cheap  laborers.  The  skilled  labor  in  connection  with  this  thing  was  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent shops,  but  I  can  give  you  the  names  of  the  parties  who  did  this  work,  and  they  could 
five  yon  the  cost  of  the  job. 

Q.  How  many  different  shops  was  the  work  performed  in? — A.*I  can  give  you  the  dif- 
ferent shops :  Bisbee  &  Endicott,  in  Chelsea ;  the  Atlantic  Works,  at  East  Boston ;  Mr. 
Lorinp,at  South  Boston  ;  and  the  South  Boston  Iron  Company.  The  boilers  from  Hodges, 
in  East  Boston,  and  engine,  were  got  of  Mr.  Corliss,  of  Providence.  The  shafting  was  got 
from  Mr.  Sellers,  in  Philadelphia.  There  was  not  a  large  amount  of  that ;  it  w  as  the  mam- 
shaft,  simply.     Those  are  the  principal  parties  who  peVformed  the  machine-work. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  that  each  of  them  had  what  you  would  call  a  pretty-good-sized  con- 
tract f— A.  It  was  not  what  you  would  call  a  contract.     It  was  done  by  the  day. 

Q.  Can  you  not  give  some  idea  of  the  costof  that  machine  7 — A.  I  cannot,  for  this  rea- 
bod:  because  there  was  so  much  of  it,  and,  in  fact,  my  mind  was  so  much  occupied,  as  I 
had  the  whole  thing  to  manage  mechanically.  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  that.  I  had 
two  and  sometimes  three  draftsmen  employed,  who  were  under  my  supervision  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Haven't  you  in  your  mind  the  thought  that  it  cost  a  g^eat  deal  of  money,  and  could 
yon  Dot  say  about  what? — A.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  they  spent  on  the  machine  itself 
somewhere  about  $30,000. 

Q.  And  how  much  on  the  mill? — A.  I  can't  say  whether  the  Government  furnishel  the 
timber  for  that  building  or  not.  There  were  piles  driven,  in  the  first  place,  and  cut  off  up 
^fa;  the  building  set  upon  piles,  so  that  there  is  a  kind  of  a  cellar  underneath.  The 
piles  cost  about  $J  apiece.  How  many  there  are  I  don't  know.  I  suppose  that  Pierce  & 
Montgomery  would  get,  for  building  a  building  like  that,  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
^.OUO.  I  am  rather  impressed  with  the  idea,  although  I  am  not  positive  at  all,  that  the 
Government  furnished  tne  stock  for  the  building. 

Q.  Was  there  any  timber  put  into  the  machine  f — A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  mostly  iron  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  machine  is  all  iron;  the  machine  was  length* 
en«l  ont  on  the  easterly  end,  toward  the  harbor,  for  the  knee-building  portion.  This  main 
housing  or  frame,  I  will  call  it,  was  lengthened  out  to  take  the  knee-buildiug  portion  ;  the 
1^0  hydraulic  rollers  which  run  on  casters,  those  were  built  by  the  Boston  Iron  Company. 
Then  there  was  that  casting,  which  takes  one  end  of  the  stick  and  holds  .it  on  the  table  and 
theotber  end  follows  on  the  track  hydraulic  machine  compressor,  so  as  to  keep  the  end 
preisureup. 

Q.  Are  you  a  ship-builder? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  worked  extensively  on  iron  vessels,  bnt 
DO  wood  vessels.   I  was  connected  with  the  Atlantic  works  for  some  thirteen  years. 

Q.  Have  yon  forn^ed  any  opinion  as  to  the  practical  use  of  that  machine  ? — A.  I  couldn't 
fe|p  that ;  I  must  have  done  so. 

Q.  What  opinion  did  yon  form? — A.  Well, it  was  a  good  deal  like  this:  there  was  a 
■machine  that  1  took  bold  of  to  perfect  as  an  engineer  ;  when  I  took  hold  of  it,  I  did  not  sup- 
ine that  the  machine,  practically,  was  worth  much  ;  I  was,  as  I  have  stated,  connected  with 
Blarg^  concern  in  East  Boston,  and  I  heard  more  or  less  about  this  ship  that  was  being  built 
^  this  plan.  It  was  a  new  plan  of  building  a  ship  out  of  straight  timber  instead  of  natu- 
jilly-cnrved  timber ;  from  what  I  heard  about  the  vessel  and  about  the  bending  of  the  tim- 
^%  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  rather  a  failure. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  use  only  live-oak  timber 
w  the  frames  of  ships  T — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q-  Do  you  know  that  the  frames  for  the  Government  vessels  are  all  made  of  live-oak  tim- 
"*ft— A.  O, yes;  certainly. 

Jl  Do  you  know  whether  they  can  bend  live-oak  timber  on  this  machine?— A.  I  don't 
^piiik  they  can.  When  you  ask  my  opinion  about  the  working  of  the  machine,  I  feel  just 
'^^e  this:  these  parties  agreed  to  pay  me  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  do  a  certain  thing. 
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Q.  What  was  that  certain  tbiDg  f — A.  It  was  to  make  this  machine  go  ronnd,  and  to  bare 
a  certain  amount  of  power  combined  with  it ;  and  I  knew  I  could  do  tbat«and  I  did  do  it 
effectually.  I  knew  it  would  bend  timber  or  break  it;  whether  the  timber  was  going  to 
break  or  not  was  another  thing.  I  knew  that  I  could  put  iu  two  sticks  of  timber  that 
would  make  part  of  a  ship's  frame— timber  that  would  square  12  or  15  inchs  at  the  butt  and 
taper  to  the  top.  I  knew  that  if  I  put  in  one  of  Corliss*  engines,  with  plenty  of  steam,! 
could  make  the  derice  so  that  it  would  turn  round  and  bend  or  break  that  timber ;  but 
whether  it  was  going  to  break  or  not  was  another  question.  I  should  say  that  my.  view  was 
that  the  timber  when,  bent  would  not  be  worth  much. 

Q.  Is  that  your  opinion  still  f — A.  That  is  my  opinion  still. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  think  the  machine  itself  cost  $30,000? — A.  I  will  say  this :  I  know  that  they  ex- 
pended considerable  money  ;  there  are  three  different  sets  of  hydraulic  arrangements,  which 
are  quite  expensive ;  it  is  work  that  lias  to  work  to  a  decimal,  to  a  nicety. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  Mr.  Griffiths  got  for  that  machine  f — A.  Not  at  all ;  I  never 
knew  anything  about  that ;  those  matters  were  kept  very  close  from  mo ;  I  did  noli  take  the 
ains  to  inquire  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  the  machine,  when  you  had  finished  it,  as  successful  for  the  bend- 
ing of  timber  7 — A.  I  left  the  machine  before  it  was  perfected  to  that  extent  which  I  wished 
to  perfect  it. 

Q.  My  question  was  whether  or  not,  as  far  as  you  had  gone  with  it  when  you  left  it,  it 
was  successful  as  a  device  ior  bending  timber  Y — ^A.  It  was  successful,  as  far  as  turniug 
round  was  concerned. 

Q.  And  you  have  testified  that  it  had  power  enough,  as  a  machine,  to  bend  or  break  the 
timber? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  only  asking  you  about  it  as  a  machine  ;  whether  you  considered  it  practically 
a  succesjful  thing? — A.  I  did  not  entirely  perfect  tho  machine.  I  have  not  seen  it  from  tbe 
time  I  left  it.  My  six  mouths  expired,  and  at  the  time  that  it  expired  I  was  told  my  ser- 
vices would  not  be  wanted  any  longer,  and  I  left  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  answer  my  question.  You  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  rebuilding  that 
machine,  and  you  were  allowed  to  put  your  own  inventive  genius  into  it,  to  some  extent. 
You  employed  your  draughtsmen,  and  you  perfected  the  device,  as  far  as  you  could,  in  tbe  time 
you  had.  Now,  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  you  think  that  that  device  would  accom- 
plish the  purpose  of  bending  timber  successfully?— A.  Bending  timber  successfully  is  one 
thing.  If  you  leave  the  word  **  successfully  "  out  and  say  *'  bending  timber/'  I  can  an- 
swer that. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  anything  of  that  sort.  You  want  to  bend  a  stick  of  timber  15  inches 
at  tbe  butt,  and  tapering  down  to  12  inches  at  the  end,  and  you  want  it  of  a  certain  shape; 
could  you  do  it  on  that  machine,  provided  tbe  timber  did  not  break  ? — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  power  enough  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  question  of  its  success  must  depend  upon  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
bent  timber  could  be  properly  used  in  frames  for  ship-building? — A.  More  that  than  any- 
thing elne. 

Q.  You  think  in  that  particular  it  is  a  failure  ? — A.  I  never  had  any  faith  in  that  material 
fur  the  purpose  of  ship-ouilding. 

Q.  Suppose  you  take  a  stick  of  timber  that  you  want  to  bring  into  the  form  of  a  rib  or 
rail,  and  you  do  successfully  bend  it  into  that  form  without  breaking,  in  your  judgment,  is 
such  timber  suitable  to  go  into  the  frame  of  a  ship  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore,  while  the  machine  would  do  the  thing  you  set  out  to  do,  you  doubt  whether 
the  systeui  of  building  ships  by  bent  timber  is  a  good  one?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  the  maiu 
point.  It  depends,,  of  course,  upon  where  you  use  the  timber.  You  might  bend  it  so  that 
it  could  be  used  for  a  certain  distance  upon  the  frames  forward ;  but  when  you  came  to 
build  the  bilge  timbers,  the  bend  would  be  so  short  that  it  would  destroy  the  tiber  of  the 
material.  x 

Q.  So  that  while  it  might  be  perfectly  successful  for  some  portions  of  a  ship^s  frame,  or 
some  timbers  of  a  ship,  it  would  not  do  to  use  in  other  })laces  7 — A.  That  is  my  judgment. 

Q.  Did  you  succeed  in  bending  timber  on  tbe  1st  day  of  January  ? — A.  I  think  we  started 
that  machine  on  the  1st  day  of  January. 

Q.  Did  you  bend  any  timber  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  succeed  in  breaking  any  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  more  did  you  break  than  you  bent  into  the  required  form? — A.  There  were 
but  few  frames  bent  while  I  was  there  ;  perhaps  half  a  dozen  sets  or  so ;  and  I  guc^s  four 
of  the  six  broke,  or  were  useless  ;  somewhere  in  that  ratio  ;  but  they  were  not  the  worst 
timbers  to  bend  that  you  would  put  into  a  ship  ;  that  is,  they  did  not  go  near  the  center  of 
the  ship. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  the  theory  to  be  to  make  a  ship  wholly  of  straight  timber,  beo^ 
into  tbe  required  form?— A.  Yes,  sir;  entirely.  That  was  Mr. Griffiths*  idea,  to  build  th0 
ship  out  of  straight  timber. 

Q.  Has  any  ship  in  the  Navy  been  built,  so  far  as  you  know,  with  timber  bent  by  tba-t 
machine  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  Has  anj  pcrtion  of  any  »hip  been  built  of  timber  bent  on  that  machine  ? — A.  It  bas 
been  repoTted  to  me  that  tbera  have  been  some  few  sticks  of  timber  used  for  rails  or  such 
purpojies  that  were  bent  on  that  machine. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  the  use  of  knees  bent  in  that  way  ;  would  they  be  as  strong  as 
the  natUTally-curved  wood  t — A.  I  should  favor  the  knee  as  it  gp'ew. 

Q.  Suppose  it  successfully  bent,  without  breaking  the  fiber  of  the  wood  ?— A.  Even  if 
you  did  not  break  it  yon  would  disturb  the  fiber  of  the  wood.   That  depends,  of  course, 
upon  the  an^le  that  the  knee  was  bent  to.   You  know  knees  are  of  different  shapes  as  they 
fro  into  m  ship.   If  yon  wanted  to  bend  a  knee  at  right  angles,  so  that  it  would  go  into 
the  center  of  the  ship,  and  it  bends  a  little  more  than  that,  I  should  judge  that  the  dis- 
tarbsQce  of  the  fiber  of  the  wood  would  be  so  much  that  it  would  rather  impair  its  strength. 
Q.  It  would  spread  the  fibers  on  the  outside,  and  compress  them  on  the  inside  f — A.  Of 
coarse  it  is  pressed  together  on   the  inner   side,   and  stretched   on  the  outside,  and  the 
tendency  is  to  weaken  the  timber. 

Q.  Was  this  timber  put  into  a  bath  of  hot  water  and  steamed  before  they  bent  it? — A. 
Tea, sir.  They  had  it  in  a  boiler,  or  a  cylinder,  some  would  call  it.  It  was  built  just  the 
laiDe  as  a  boiler ;  built  strong.  I  suppose  it  is  there  now.  I  have  not  been  in  the  yard  for 
along  time:  but  this  iron  steam-box  was  made  to  get  a  certain  pressure  on  the  timber. 

Q.  The  timber  was  put  in  there  under  a  certain  pressure  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  intended 
to  force  the  steam  into  these  sticks  of  timber ;  that  was  the  idea,  to  make  it  elastic,  so  that 
it  would  bend.  You  could  not  bend  that  timber  at  all  unless  you  steamed  it.  The  timber 
would  be  put  into  the  box  in  the  morning,  and  allowed  to  stay  there  until  the  middle  of  the 
afienooD,  and  then  they  would  bend  it  to  a  certain  curve.  As  I  say,  I  think  out  of  six 
that  were  bent  for  what  we  call  frames,  two  bent  pretty  f^ir. 

Q.  They  bad  to  lie  in  the  room  a  long  time  after  they  were  bent? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  a 
eenUATi  arrangement  whereby  a  stick  of  timber  was  laid  in  the  room.  There  was  a  thin 
strip  of  rolled  iron  that  was  put  into  the  machine  with  the  timber,  and  when  the  sticks  of 
timber  came  out  bent,  this  strip  of  iron  remained  on  the  back  to  keep  the  back  from  crushing 
OQt.  If  you  did  not  have  something  of  that  kind  on  the  back,  the  whole  length  of  the  tim- 
ber, and  tben  stays  across  the  front,  which  would  hold  it  from  sliding,  you  would  lose  the 
earre.  We  never  took  any  timber  out  after  it  was  bent  until  the  morning,  and  then  they 
were  pat  on  the  floor,  and  they  were  not  released  while  I  was  there. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

•  Q.  Wbat  year  was  thatf — A.  I  can^t  give  the  date  of  that  now  ;  it  was  four  or  five  years 
Ago.  I  went  with  them  in  September  5,  J861,  and  I  think  that  was  in  1872  ;  I  can't  be  posi- 
tive. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Didn't  that  whole  concern  cost  $50,000  7  All  that  work  could  not  be  done  for  less 
t'lao  $50,000,  could  it  ?— A.  I  should  think  it  might  have  cost  about  $50,000. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Tbat  is  what  it  cost  the  Government,  you  mean,  to  do  the  work  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  Government  did  it  or  not.  It  was  done  on  the  yard,  I  should  have  said.  There 
was  one  other  party  w  ho  worked  on  the  machinery ;  that  was.Hodges,  over  at  East  Boston. 
He  boilt  the  boilers. 

By  Mr.  MILLS : 

Q.  By  whom  was  that  machine  owned  when  it  was  sold  to  the  United  States ;  who  con- 
stituted the  Bending  Machine  Company — Charles  Allen  Brown,  and  who  else? — A.  I  can't 
tell.  I  was  never  brought  in  connection  with  those  gentlemen  in  any  shape  or  manner. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  giving  any  commission  to  any  officer  of  the  Navy  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  his  influence,  or  anything  of  that  kind  f — A.  Not  at  all. 

By  Mr.  JoNES: 
Q.  Or  any  one  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  or  frauds  being  perpetrated  upon  the  Government  in  the 
«»vj  Department  by  anybody  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q'  Where  did  you  do  this  work  on  this  machine  ? — A.  It  was  mostly  done  in  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q  What  was  not  done  in  the  shops  outside  was  done  in  the  yard  ?— A.  There  was  more  or 
*^  work  that  was  done  in  the  repair-shop  in  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  go  over  to  the  yard  in  October? — A.  No,  sir  :  I  was  over  at  East  Boston,  in 
"r. Griffiths*  shop,  for  about,  I  should  say,  four  or  five  weeks  before  I  went  to  the  yard.     We 
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moved  the  machine  rij^ht  over  there,  jnst  as  soon  as  the  piles  were  driven,  and  the  bailding^ 
fitted  up  and  made  our  headquarters  in  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  kuovv  Oliver  Griffiths  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  about  the  ownership  of  that  bending-machine  T — 
A.  I  might  have  heard  a  casual  remark,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  but  nothing  that  would 
benefit  you  or  auy  one  else  in  any  way. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  about  selling  his  interest  to  the  United  States  ? — 
A.  No.  not  selling  his  interest. 

Q.  Well,  selling  anybody's  interest  7 — A.  I  think  that  Mr.  Griffiths  told  mp,  on  the  first 
start,  when  he  made  the  bargain  with  me,  that  the  understanding  was  that  the  machine  was 
Bold  to  the  United  States  Government. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  commenced  to  build  it  ? — A.  At  the  time  I  commenced  altering  it 
over,  or  to  take  it  down. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Oliver  Griffiths  making  any  demand  of  the  president  of 
the  company  or  Mr.  Brown,  or  any  other  member,  for  money  for  any  cause  at  all  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  have  heard  so. 

Q.  What  was  that  f — A.  I  will  state  it  jnst  as  it  came  to  me.    It  was  like  this  f   Oliver 
Griffiths*  brother  came  to  me  about  a  month  ago,  and  had  a  letter  from  his  father  wishiog 
me  to  make  him  drawings  for  a  small  machine  to  go  to  the  Centennial,  to  be  set  up  there,  to 
bend  timber.    1  declined  to  make  the  set  of  drawings  and  gave  him  my  reasons,  and  io 
giving  my  reasons  why  I  declined,  one  of  the  reasontt  was  connected  with  Oliver  Griffiths. 
It  was  the  manner  in  which  I  had^een  treated  by  him.  and  I  declined  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  any  of  them  in  any  way,  shape,  or  form ;  and  then  he  told  mo  that  Oliver  had 
blackmailed  his  father,  and  I  made  a  remark  something  like  this.     Said  I,  **I  believe,  if  I 
had  been  so  minded,  or  had  been  a  man  of  that  stamp,  I  could  have  said  some  things  to  that 
company  that  would  have  made  them  say  they  would  be  glad  to  give  me  a  sum  of  money  to 
hold  my  tongue."     ^*  Well,**  he  says,   **  that  is  just  what  Oliver  did,*'  and  he  told  me  that 
when  the  time  came  for  him  to  settle  with  the  company,  he  took  $10,000  out  of  them. 

Q.  What  was  the  thing  that  Oliver  prop  )sed  t)  hold  his  t  mgue  ab  )ut  or  not  to  hold  it  ? — 
A.  That  I  don't  know ;  be  didn*t  tell  me  that 

Q.  Don't  you  know  what  it  was  f — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  were  you  going  to  say  that  would  make  them  glad  to  give  yon  $10,000?— A. 
Well,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  my  idea  was  just  what  1  have  expressed  here.  I  have 
expressed,  I  think,  in  substance,  just  about  my  idea  of  the  matter.  I  think  any  gentleman 
could  conjecture  Irom  what  1  have  said  what  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  any  cause  to  conjecture  that  there  was  anything  unfair  in  the  transfer  to 
the  Government?— A.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  I  can  give  that  would  be  worth  one  cent 
in  that  direction. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  circumstances  that  aroused  your  suspicion  about  that  transfer  or 
that  trade  ?— A.  I  will  state  right  here,  plumply  and  plainly,  all  there  is.  It  is  just  like 
this :  from  all  the  information  I  had  received  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  machine,  it 
was  a  failure  and  so  considered  over  there,  and  it  was  sold  to  tue  Government  at  a  round 
price,  probably.  *  That  is  about  the  whole  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  The  parties  sold  something  to  the  Government  that  really  was  not  good  for  anything  f 
— A.  That  is  the  idea.   No  value  practically  for  building  ships. 

By  Mr.  Harris  ; 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Oliver  Griffiths*  treatment  of  you ;  what  treatment  did  you  receive  which 
you  resented  1 — A.  Well,  it  was  the  same  kind  of  treatment 

Q.  Won't  you  be  specific  m  answer  to  that  question  ?—  A.  I  will  put  it  in  these  words ;  ' 
that  it  was  treatment  that  was  very  discourteous. 

Q.  In  what  respect  ? — A.  In  regard  to  the  work  generally. 

Q.  JuKt  specify  what ;  1  want  to  get  at  it ;  that  does  not  give  me  any  idea. — A.  I  have 
not  got  anything  to  cover  up.  I  am  perfectly  open  and  frank  about  this  thing.  The  way 
I  feel  about  it  is  just  like  this.  If  there  is  any  charge  to  grow  out  of  this,  I  do  not  care 
first  or  last,  top  or  bottom  ;  you  may  have  it. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Hanscom  say  anything  about  this  machine  being  a  failore  1 — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  about  it  at  all  ? — A.  He  was  abont  there  consid- 
erably but  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Hanscom  espec'ally  about  this  machine. 

Q.  Suppose  I  should  tell  yon  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  paid  $160,000  for 
that  machine,  would  you  think  there  was  anything  fraudulent  in  that  transaction  7 — ^A- 
Well,  I  might  saythit  I  think  they  paid  too  much. 
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Q.  You  have  stated  that  it  cost  about  $50,000,  and  if  the  Oovernment  paid  $160,000, 
what  is  your  idea  of  the  transaction  ?— A.  You  mistake  there.  When  I  speak  of  $50,000, 
I  say  it  would  not  surprise  me  if  the  expense  to  the  company  of  building  that  bending-ma- 
chine,  and  the  expense  of  putting*  up  that  machine,  from  first  to  last,  was  $50,000. 

Q.  Was  it  not  worth  over  $50, 000  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  f — 
A.  The  value  of  the  machine  depends  upon  what  it  would  do. 

Q.  How  much,  in  your  juderment,  had  been  expended  upon  it  before  you  began  your 
modifications? — A.  That  is  a  thing  it  would  be  hard  to  tell.  It  was  a  machine  that  had 
been  experimented  upon,  and  you  know  what  experiments  are  in  connection  with  a  ma- 
chine like  that.  It  is  a  very  massive  machine.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  what  the  cost  might 
have  mn  up  to. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Suppose  the  machine,  as  it  is  to-day,  cost  and  is  worth  $50,000,  what  did  it  cost,  and 
what  was  it  worth,  as  you  took  it  ? — A.  Say  $50,000  more. 

Q.  Was  it  not  of  more  value  after  you  had  spent  $.50,000  on  it  than  it  ever  was  before  f — 
A.  Yes  it  was  worth  a  great  deal  more,  of  course.  We  took  the  machine  as  we  found  it 
there,  with  some  of  its  parts  broken,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing. 

Q.  If  it  cost  $50,000  to  put  it  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is  now,  what  was  its  value 
when  joa  took  it ;  you  say  it  was  broken  when  you  took  it  7-^A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  parts  of  it 
were  broken ;  the  thing  that  we  put  the  end  of  the  timber  into  on    the  table,  for  instance ; 
those  thini^  were  all  thrown  away. 

Q.  How  much  would  it  have  cost  to  repair  it,  making  it  no  longer  than  it  was  at  that 
time  f— A.  To  have  simply  repaired  the  broken  parts  there  were  there,  and  use  it  as  it  was, 
would  hare  cost  but  a  very  small  amount  of  money.  But  ther  ewere  entire  changes  made  ; 
it  was  rebuilt;  there  was  new  gearing  put  on  it. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Was  not  a  large  portion  of  that  rebuilt  at  the  expense  of  the  Qovernment  Qf  the  United 
SUies  f-A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  could  you  build  a  duplicate  of  the  machine  for :  couldn't  you  do  it  for  $50,000  ? 
Couldn't  you  take  $50,000  and  produce  another  machinejnst  like  it,  right  by  the  side  of  it, 
boildingand  all  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  I  could.  It  is  a  heavy  machine  ;  there  is  a 
kr^  amount  of  iron  in  it,  and  iron  costs  so  much  a  pound,  anyhow.  When  you  speak  of 
tbe  machine,  I  presume  you  mean  everything  in  connection  with  it,  engine,  boilers,  and  every- 
thing. 

Q.  I  mean  everything  about  the  bending^machine  that  the  Government  paid  for  f — A.  No, 
sir;  it  could  not  be  done  for  $50,000. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  come  back  to  my  Question.  You  say  that  in  your  judgment  probably 
^\0OU  was  spent  upon  that  machine  after  you  took  possession  of  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Now,  can  you  form  any  opinion  of  the  probable  cost  of  the.  machine  up  to  the  time  yon 
took  it,  or  what  it  might  reasonably  have  cost  f — A.  I  have  answered  that  question  in  this 
w^,  and  I  do  not  see  any  other  way  to  answer  it — that  this  was,  of  course,  an  experiment. 

Q.  I  don't  want  that ;  I  dont  want  any  of  your  arguments  about  it.  I  want  you  to  tell 
ma  what,  in  your  judgment,  that  machine  might  reasonably  have  cost. — A.  I  do  not 
like  to  prejudice  my  judgment  by  jumping  at  such  things  as  those,  nor  does  any  one  who 
btt  any  reputation  for  doing  anything,  beciause  it  is  one  of  those  things  which  it  is  pretty 
Wd  to  tell  how  much  it  cost. 

Q.  Can't  you  approximate  within  $10,000  of  itf — A.  Well,  if  I  was  going  to  jump  at 
i^l  should  say  it  would  not  surprise  me  at  all  if  it  cost  $50,000  as  it  stood  there  ;  per- 
Ittpimore. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  bring  you  back  to  the  question  I  asked  a  little  while  ago.  I  want 
to  know  wherein  you  think  Mr.  Oliver  Griffiths  mistreated  you  in  regard  to  this  matter  f 
^hat  did  he  do  which  you  say  was  discourteous  or  unfair? — A.  Well,  I  have  said  that 
^  treated  me  discourteously.  I  have  answered  the  question  about  as  well  as  it  can  be 
Mttwered. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  you  for  your  labor? — ^A.  Certainly,  I  was  paid  regularly,  once  a  fort- 
night 

Q.  Did  he  find  fault  with  vour  work  1 — A.  There  was  a  certain  charge  that  he  made 
^  one  time  in  connection  with  the  work  that  I  did  not  like. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  it  ? — A.  It  was  in  connection  with  the  work  that  was  done  in  the  shop 
of  the  South  Boston  Iron  Company  in  connection  with  the  hydraulic  work.  He  stated  to 
^^her,  I  can't  state  the  words,  of  course,  but  to  the  effect  that  I  knew  better,  or  that  I 
^w  that  a  certain  thing  was  so  when  I  said  it  was  not  so. 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  time  charge  you  with  not  having  done  the  work  properly,  or  with  having 
^''^  an  imperfect  machine  7— A.  O,  no,  nothing  of  that  sort ;  none  or  them  ever  made  any 
^m  of  that  kind. 
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By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  was  that  Oliver  Gritiiths  blackmailed  bis  father  and  Brown  and 
the  other  members  of  the  company? — A.  All  1  know  about  chat  matter  is  what  his  brother 
told  me  about  four  or  six  weeknago. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  in  what  that  blackmailing  consisted  ?— A.  As  I  understood,  it  was  in 
connection  with  this  work  and  other  Government  work. 

By  Mr.  Harrl«s  : 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  knew  things  that  they  would  be  glad  to  pay 
you  for  not  telling  about? — A.  What  I  meant  by  that  is  just  what  I  ha^'e  stated  plainly; 
that  they  had  a  machine  there  which,  in  common  terms,  was  thought  to  be  a  machine  which 
was  not  of  much  account,  and  it  was  saddled  on  the  Government.  That  is  about  the  whole 
of  it. 

Q.  That  was  an  opinion  of  yours,  simply,  wasn't  it? — A.  I  do  not  like  to  put  that  in.  I 
guess  you  had  better  leave  out  that  Question. 

Q.'  I  want  to  know  what  you  thint  they  would  have  been  glad  to  pay  you  money  to  sup- 
press.— A.  I  simply  said  that  to  his  brother,  and  that  remark  led  to  his  statement  to  me. 
that  that  was  just  what  his  brother  Oliver  had  done,  and  he  got  $10,000  out  of  the  company 
before  he  would  release  them,  or  they  could  be  releaj^ed  from  him,  or  whatever  it  was. 

Q.  There  is  no  information  which  you  now  desire  to  suppress  from  this  committee  that 
you  then  referred  tot — A.  Nothing,  sir;  there  is  nothing  that  I  desire  to  suppress,  so  far  as 
any  investigation  like  this  is  concerned.  Believe  me,  gentlemen,  I  am  a  citizen,  and  have  an 
interest  in  ail  these  things.  I  am  inspector  of  buildings  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  believe  in 
having  the  Government  administered  as  it  ought  to  be,  honestly  and  faithfully,  and  with  in- 
tegrity, and  I  believe  the  work  that  is  being  done  in  these  matters  now  is  right,  and  ot 
course,  if  I  knew  anything,  I  would  report  it  to  you  willingly.  I  would  rather  do  it  than  not 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  if  there  is  anything  in  connection  with  our  Government 
in  the  shape  of  fraud,  to  reveal  it.     I  have  no  desire  to  suppress  anything. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  infer  from  anything  that  Oliver  Griflfiths  said,  or  that  the  old  man  Griffiths 
said,  or  anybody  connected  with  that  bending-machine  said,  that  the  Hanscoms  had  an^ 
personal  interest  in  that  purchase  1 — A.  There  was  nothing  said  that  I  know  of.  I  don*t; 
Know  that  1  heard  anything  said  between  those  parties  that  should  lead  me  to  suppose  thaA 
the  Hanscoms  had  any  particular  interest  in  this  matter. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  statement  about  Oliver  Griffiths  having  any  correspondence  in  his 
possession  from  which  he  could  get  that  $10,000! — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  There  is  something  on  your  mind  ;  you  had  better  relieve  it. — A.  No ;  there  was  noth- 
ing said.  I  only  know  that  Oliver  Griffiths  and  his  father  were  brought  in  connection  with 
Mr.  W.  L.  Hanscom,  in  connection  with  the  work  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Was  it  not  Isaiah  Hanscom  ?— A.  Of  course  I  have  heard  Isaiah's  name  in  connection 
with  it.  I  can't  state  now  just  how.  It  was  some  time  ago.  But  still  I  know  well  that  in 
conversation,  or  in  the  hearing  of  conversation,  the  names  of  both  the  Hanscoms  were  used 
in  connection  with  doing  our  work,  you  understand. 

Q.  Were  those  names,  or  either  of  them,  used  in  connection  with  having  any  interest  in 
the  purchase  of  this  machine  by  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  mean  interested  in  the  work  you  were  doing  on  the  bending-machiue  in  the  yard  t 
— A.  That  is  it,  exactly. 

Q.  Were  they  any  more  interested  in  that  than  their  position  might  make  them  inteiMted 
for  the  Government  in  any  work  ?— -A.  No,  sir;  perhaps  not. 


Boston,  March  22,  ld76. 
Charles  W.  Abbott  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  You  are  purchasing-paymaster  at  this  place?— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  what  proportion  of  the  purchases  made  at  this  yard 
are  made  by  contract  at  the  annual  lettings  and  what  proportion  are  made  by  open  pn^* 
chase? — A.  They  are  now  largely  made  by  contract.  There  has  been  so  little  ousines* 
within  the  last  year,  since  I  have  been  here,  that  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  say  what  the  pro- 
portion would  be,  but  I  should  think  that  of  all  the  supplies  furnished  here  at  least  four-fiftl* 
are  by  contract. 
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Q.  By  annnal  lettings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  means  Lave  you  of  obtaining^  information  on  this  subject  ? — A.  That  is  merely 
an  estimate.  I  really  have  not  any  way  of  ascertaining  accurately.  The  books  containing 
the  supplies  which  are  to  be  furnished  by  contract  are  sent  to  me,  and  I  just  get  a  sort  of  an 
idea  froui  looking  over  those  books. 

Q.  You  mean,  I  suppose,  that  that  amount  of  supplies  is  ordered  here  from  Washington ; 
they  art  not  purchased  by  you  ? — A.  That  is,  the  annual  lettings  by  contracts.  The  bureaus 
advertise  for  bid?i  to  supply  different  articles  throughout  the  yards. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  do  advertise  for  them,  or  do  they  buy  them  by  open  contract 
at  \\'fuibiiigton  f---A.  1  cannot  say.  I  recollect  reading  an  advertisement  in  a  New  York 
paper,!  think,  by  Commodore  Howell,  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Q.  Has  any  one  here  any  control  over  your  purchases  1  Is  there  any  one  whom  you  have 
to  consult  before  you  make  purchases  herei — A.  No,  sir.     I  may  consult  the  bureaus. 

Q.  Do  Tou  ever  have  to  consult  Mr.  Trickey  about  any  purchases  you  make,  as  to  whom 
you  shall  purchase  fr(>ni  ? —  \.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  do  any  such  thing  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Trickey  uiako  any  suggtstionn  as  to  whom  you  shall  purchase  from  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  has  any  interest  in  the  purchases  you  make  when  you 
do  not  make  them  from  himf — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  make  many  purchanes  from  him  f — A.  Of  lumber, 

Q  Do  you  purchase  from  him  such  things  as  are  required  f — A.  I  never  have  purchased 
oi  him  anything  bat  supplies  in  his  line — lumber.  I  think  I  have  paid  contract- bills  of  his 
forky.    1  won't  be  sure  about  that  ;  that  was  when  1  first  came  here. 

Q.  He  has  no  interest  at  all  in  any  purchases  you  make  for  the  yard,  nor  any  control 
orer  them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Aud  you  never  consult  him  about  making  purchases  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q  Doeit  he  or  does  he  not  exercise  some  influence  in  the  management  of  this  yard  in 
•onie  way  ? — A.  Mr.  Trickey  exercises  a  certain  kind  of  influence,  a  sort  of  moral  influence, 
fiom  being  an  intimate  friend  of  Senator  Ci  agin. 

Q.  What  has  Senator  Cra^in  to  do  with  the  navy -yard  ? — A.  Nothing.  I  know  Mr. 
Trickey  is  spoken  vi  as  if  he  had  a  good  deal  of  influence,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
tierclse  of  influence.  I  could  not  say  that  Mr.  Trickey*s  influence  in  the  yard  in  any  of 
^  departments  was  anything. 

Q.  How  do  you  purchase  timber  from  him  T  Do  you  require  bids,  or  do  you  simply  go 
*cd  purchase  it  on  the  best  terms  you  can  ? — A.  In  some  cases  I  purchase  it  at  a  fair  mar- 
W-price  of  him,  and  in  some  other  cases  by  bids. 

^.  Do  you  ever  purchase  any  live-oak  timber  trom  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  purchase  any  white-oak  timber  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  What  is  the  usual  price  you  give  for  white  oak,  white-oak  logs,  timber,  and  plank- 
>(ock?~A.  In  one  instance,  I  bought  some  of  him  where  the  bids  ranged  from  a  dollar  to 
^'centa,  and  Mr.  Trickey 's  bid  was  the  lowest.  I  referred  that  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Construction,  Mr.  Uanscom. 

Q'  What  did  he  do? — A.  Mr.  Hanscom  ordered  the  purchase  to  be  made  of  the  lowest 


Q-  What  was  the  lowest  bid  ? — A.  The  lowest  bid  was  90  cents  a  cubic  foot. 

Q>  How  did  that  correspond  with  the  market-price  1 — A.  I  thought  it  was  cheap,  judging 
from  ih«  bids.     One  was  95  cents,  another  $1,  and  Mr.  Trickey's  was  90  cents. 

Q.  How  did  the  90  cents  bid  compare  with  the  price  outside  f — A.  Well,  for  such   timbe 
uthey  required,  I  thought  it  was  cheap  at  90  cents,  that  that  was  a  very  fair  price.  * 

Q-  If  you  thought  it  was  a  very  fair  price,  why  did  you  refer  it  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
^  Construction  ? — A.  I  referred  it  to  him  so  as  to  get  his  instructions  in  regard  to  it. 

Q.  Had  yon  advertised  for  that  timber  7 — A.  I  sent  out  bids  for  it.     I  did  not  adv  crtise 
•n  tfae  papers. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  send  bids? — A.  I  sent  the  bids  to  Messrs.  Huckins  &  Co.,  Haskius 
4Co.,and  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  put  any  advertisement  in  the  papers  here  in  town  ? — A.  No,  sir :  I  did 
w>t  advertise. 

Q-  Had  you  ever  given  as  bigh  as  90  cents  a  cubic  foot  for  white-oak  timber  before  ? — A. 
IteTer  had  purchased  it  before. 

Q  Who  was  the  purchasing-paymaster  here  before  you  T — A.  Mr.  Plunkett. 
}l.  How  long  have  you  been  purchasing  paymaster  here  ? — ^A.  I  came  here  in  November, 
1^4,  or  the  Utter  part  of  October. 

Q-  Had  there  not  been  any  purchases  of  white-oak  timber  before  this,  since  you  came 
«re  ?-A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  When  was  it  you  purchased  this  plank-stock  ? — A.  This  was  last  September. 

Q-  Where  do  those  other  two  bidders  live  t — A.  In  Boston. 

^-  Are  they  friends  of  Mr.  Trickey? — A.  Mr.  Raskins  is,  but  I  do  not  know  about  Mr. 
Hackint. 
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Q.  Du  you  know  whether  Mr.  Haskins  and  Mr.  Hnckins  were  interested  in  that  timber 
or  not  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think,  from  the  character  of  that  bid,  that  there  was  a  combination  between 
those  three  f  You  thought  there  was  something'  wrong  about  it,  because  you  referred  it  to 
the  bureau  t — A.  I  referred  it  because  it  was  a  large  transaction.  It  amounted  to  several 
thousand  dollars.  There  were  8,000  feet.  There  is  a  regulation — I  never  saw  it ;  it  is  not 
on  file  in  the  office  ;  but  I  have  heard  about  it — which  says  that  any  purchase  exceeding  a 
thousand  dollars  in  amount  shall  be  advertised  ;  that  nothing  shall  be  advertised  unless  it 
exceeds  a  thousand  dollars  in  amount.   This  exceeded  a  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Does  not  that  say  that  no  purchase  amounting  to  over  a  thousand  doHars  shall  be  made 
except  by  advertisement? — A.  I  don't  know.   I  never  saw  it 

Q.  How  many  other  lumber-dealers  are  there  in  this  city  besides  those  three? — A.  There 
are  a  large  number,  I  suppose,  but  I  am  not  well  acquainted  with  them.  I  have  made  so 
few  purchases  since  I  have  been  here  of  anything,  that  I  have  not  got  well  acquainted 
with  the  market. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Trickey  to  whom  you  bad  sent  those  bids  ?  Did  he  have  any  knowl- 
edge about  it  1 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  did  not  inform  him  that  you  had  sent  bids  to  those  two  other  parties  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  having  purchased  any  white  oak  at  50  cents  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
never  purchased  any. 

Q.  What  other  lumber  have  you  purchased  from  Mr.  Trickey  f — A.  I  have  purchased  ash 
plank. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  give  for  the  ash  plank  ?— A.  Sixty  dollars  a  thousand. 

Q.  What  did  you  g^ve  for  pine  ? — A.  I  have  forgotten. 

Q.  From  what  firms  in  town  do  you  usually  purchase  your  goods — brushes,'paiul8,and 
other  articles  7 — A.  I  send  out  bids,  usually. 

Q.  Do  you  not  usually  purchase  from  about  the  same  persons  ? — A.  There  are  some  per- 
sons from  whom  purchases  have  been  made  for  years.  They  have  been  sort  of  stand-bys. 
But  I  am  not  governed  by  that.  I  purchase,  as  a  general  thing,  in  fact,  in  all  cases  where 
I  send  out  bids,  I  purchase  from  the  lowest  bidder.  For  paints  and  leads,  I  have  always 
sent  to  the  Boston  Lead  Company,  because  I  was  always  sure  that  a  first-rate  article  would  be 
supplied,  and  at  a  very  fair  price.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  sent  out  bids  for  lead.  I  always 
sena  the  order  to  the  Boston  Lead  Company. 

Q.  Have  you  any  understanding  with  them  at  what  price  they  are  to  furnish  the  lead 
wben  you  send  your  requisitions  to  them  to  fill  ? — A.  The  understanding  was  that  they  were 
to  put  it  in  at  the  lowest  price.  There  was  an  estimate,  and  I  would  compare  their  pric» 
with  the  estimate.     If  it  exceeded  it,  I  would  not  pay  the  bill. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  purchase  from  Walworth  &  Co.  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  purchase  from  them  ? — A.  Iron. 

Q.  Have  you  always  got  that  at  the  market-price  ? — A.  I  have  sent  bids  several  times  U> 
the  Walworth  Manufacturing  Company. 

Q.  Would  they  sell  to  the  Government  at  the  same  price  they  would  to  private  individ* 
uals  f — A.  In  a  good  many  cases  they  would  sell  lower. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  cases  where  they  have  sold  higher  7 — A.  No  ;  they  were  very 
anxious  to  get  as  ijauch  Government  custom  as  they  could,  and  they  would  put  down  their 
prices  very  low. 

Q.  When  they  had  reached  the  lowest  price  at  which  they  would  sell  to  the  Government, 
was  not  that  higher  than  they  would  sell  to  citizens  for  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  it  was. 
In  fact,  in  many  cases  I  think  they  have  put  it  in  actually  lower  than  they  would  havo 
'sold  to  private  parties.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  say  that  either ;  but  they  were  verv 
anxious  to  sell  to  the  Government,  and  their  prices  were  very  low,  as  compared  witb 
others. 

Q.  Do  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  Government,  when  you  have  to 
buy  for  the  Government,  to  buy  as  cheaply  as  you  would  for  yourself  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  your  duty,  when  you  purchase  for  the  Government,  to  go  and 
see  where  vou  can  puichase  at  the  lowest  price,  even  if  it  is  below  the  market-price  f — A^ 
Yes,  sir.     My  plan  is,  and  I  like  to  do  it  constantly,  to  invite  just  as  much  competition  a3 
possible.     I  do  not  care  how  much  or  how  low  the  price  is.     The  only  thing  is,  I  must  pur 
chase  an  article  that  will  be  accepted  when  it  is  delivered  at  the  yard.     I  have  had  article^ 
rejected.     I  would  buy  an  article  very  much  below  the  estimated  cost^  perhaps  25  per  cent.* 
and  when  it  went  over  to  the  yard  it  would  be  rejected,  and  I  would  be  told  that  the  esti  " 
mated  cost  was  sufficient  to  purchase  the  article  of  a  quality  that  they  could  accept.     Th^ 
would  have  to  be  taken  away,  and  I  would  have  to  purchase  a  proper  article.     There  are  ^ 
great  many  things  that  they  want  at  the  yard  of  the  very  best  quality,  and  you  must  ha'^e 
samples,  and  in  a  good  many  cases  the  services  of  an  expert,  when  you  send  out  bids* 
because  the  parties  to  whom  you  send   them  would  not  know  what  was  wanted,  and  in  * 
great  many  cases  they  do  not  reply  to  bids ;  do  not  take  any  notice  of  them.     They  knotv 
that  those  articles  are  subject  to  inspection. 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  of  the  bills  for  the  articles  that  you  have  been  purchasing  f — A* 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  you  gave  for  nails  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  now. 
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Boston,  March  22,  1876. 

Rear- Admiral  Charles  Steedman  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  BCRLEIGH : 

Qaestion.  What  position  do  you  hold  ? — A.  Rear-admiral,  retired,  United  States  Navy. 
Q.  Were  you  at  one  time  commander  of  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  from 
December,  1869.  within  a  few  months  of  three  years. 

Q.  The  committee,  as  you  understand,  are  in  search' of  abuses  and  irregularities  in  the 
navy-yard,  with  a  view  to  make  a  report  to  Congress  and  recommend  correction,  in  the  best 
manner  possible,of  those  abuses,  ana  we  would  ask  you  if  you  know  of  any  irregularities 
or  abases  in  the  management  of  the  Navy  during  your  command  at  the  navy-yard,  or  at  any 
other  time. — A.  One  of  the  abuses  which  came  under  my  notice  was  in  the  purchase  of  coal, 
a  large  quantity  of  which  was  contracted  for,  the  contractor  being  S.  P.  Brown. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  way  in  which  that  contract  was  made  T — A.  The  coal  was  delivered 
in  1870,  I  think,  and  received  hero  from  that  time  until  November. 

Q.  Received  here  from  what  port  ? — A.  From  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Please  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  the  facts  in  the  case. — A.  There  were  three 
OT  fear  vessels  arrived,  one  after  the  other,  and  according  to  regulations  a  survey  was  or- 
dered on,  consisting  of  a  line-officer  and  two  engineers ;  I  forget  their  names,  but  it  was  a 
regular  board,  and  the  coal  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  service.  This  coal  was  furnished 
by  thft  Equipment  Department  for  all  the  bureaus. 

Q.  What  was  there  about  the  coal  that  rendered  it  unfit  for  service  ? — A.  It  was  full  of 
slate.  The  contractor  having  been  apprised  that  the  coal  had  been  rejected,  asked  that  a 
certain  quantity  should  be  taken  out  of  the  bold  of  the  vessel,  stating  if  that  was  done  we 
ihoaldfind  the  coal  good.  This  was  done,  and  it  was  rejected  again.  It  was  reported  to  the 
bareaQ,and  au  order  came  to  receive  it  and  let  him  take  out  the  slate. 

Q.  From  whom  did  this  order  come  ? — A.  It  came  from  the  Bureau  of  Equipment.  Com- 
modore  Reynolds  at  that  time  was  at  the  head  of  it.  The  order  was  that  the  slate  should 
be  taken  out  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor.  Every  vessel  that  came  was  just  in  the  same 
cooditiou,  and  we  had  to  go  through  the  same  surveys,  the  same  telegrams  backward  and 
forward  about  it :  and  after  these  vessels  had  been  discharged,  the  contractor  wanted  to  be 
paid  demurrage  for  his  vessels,  and  I  made  a  report  upon  it.  The  substance  of  the  report 
w&s  tbtt  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  demurrage :  that  ail  those  vessels  were  kept  for  his  ben* 
«fit;  tbat  the  coal  was  bad,  and  it  had  to  be  screened,  and  of  course  that  caused  delay,  and 
tberefore  he  was  not  entitled  to  demurrage. 

Q-  Who  made  the  demand  for  denmrrage,  the  captains  of  the  vessels  or  S.  P.  Brown  ? — 
A.  S.  P.  Brown  ;  it  came  from  Washington. 

Q.  The  bill  for  demurrage  came  from  Washington  ? — A.  The  head  of  the  bureau  wrote  to 
Die  to  know  whether  he  should  be  allowed  any  demurrage;  that  a  claim  was  put  in  for 
demarrage.  My  reply  was  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  demurrage.  Whether  he  got  any 
w  Dot  afterward  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  heard  any  more  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  to  approve  the  bills  t — A.  No;  I  only  indorsed  the  bill,  that  acer- 
tiiii  qnantity  of  coal  had  b^n  received.  The  confract  was  made  in  Washington,  and  I  cer- 
^  to  the  quantity  that  was  received,  and  it  was  paid  in  Washington. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  or  not  the  Department  made  him  take  off  a  discount  f — A* 
I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  was  the  slate  taken  out  ? — A.  The  communication  from  the  bureau 
<^od  tbat  that  should  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor. 

Q.  Did  you  render  any  bill  to  the  Department  ? — A.  No ;  the  whole  of  that  was  Con- 
ttrnction  Department,  to  whom  the  coal  belonged.  One  of  the  Hanscoms  was  the  con* 
stnictor  then. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  did  not  render  any  bill  ? — A.  No,  sir:  none  came  through  me. 

Q.  If  he  ha*!  rendered  a  bill,  would  it  have  gone  through  you? — A.  Of  course. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  further  in  regard  to  the  cleansing  of  the  coal  ?— A.  Nothing 
i&ore.  I  only  know  that  it  was  rejected  time  after  time,  and  telegram  after  telegram  came, 
19  the  book  will  show,  and  we  had  lo  receive  it.  The  last  cargo,  I  think,  was  about  500  tons 
fw  en^neer  purposes.   That  was  rejected  in  toto. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  many  cargoes  there  were  ? — A.  There  were  from  2,000  to  2,500 
^oa ;  there  were  four  vessels,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  that  all  the  coal  that  came  to  the  yard  during  the  month  of  December  ? — A.  From 
*.Ouu  to  2,500  tons  came  from  September  to  November. 

Q.  More  came  in  November! — A.  More  came  in  September.  The  l&st,  I  think,  came  in 
November.  In  regard  to  the  cargo  for  engineer  purposes,  which  was  rejected  in  toto^  the 
boreao  telegraph<^  me  to  do  what  was  proper  in  the  premises. 

%  Do  I  understand  you  that  these  several  cargoes  came  all  along  from  September  into 
November?-— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Were  these  cargoes  of  damaged  or  bad  coal  the  only  cargoes  that  you  received  that 
•*»*on?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  I  recollect  were  those  that  came  from  Brown,  in  Philadelphia. 

Q-  Had  yon  received  any  previous  to  this  damaged  coal  during  the  season  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  That  was  the  supply  for  the  next  winter? — A.  That  was  the  supply  under  that  con- 
tract. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  car^o  that  was  condemned  in'toio  t — A.  I  got  an  order  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  direct  to  receive  it ;  that  order  is  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Who  condemned  that  cargo  in  toto  ? — A.  A  board  of  officers,  consisting  of  line>officers. 
Mr.  Bartelman  was  one  of  them. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  more  to  communii^ate  to  the  committee  ? — A.  That  is  the  only 
gross  irregularity  that  I  knew  in  the  yard.  We  received  timber  there  from  time  to  time,  un- 
der a  contract  for  the  delivery  of  live-oak,  which  was  rejected  ;  a  good  deal  of  it  is  in  the 
yard  still.   What  was  received  was  very  indifferent. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  from  whom  that  came  ? — A.  Mr.  Swift  was  the  contractor. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  whether  any  of  the  timber  that  was  rejected  was  afterward  accepted 
and  paid  for  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  ;  there  is  a  great  deal  that  was  rejected  which  is  lying  in 
the  yard  now.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  trying  to  get  it  out  of  the  yard.  I  reported 
that  it  was  lying  about  there  and  was  an  eye  sore  to  me  on  the  wharves,  and  »o  on. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  communication  to  make  to  the  committee  ? — A.  None  in  regard 
to  abuses  that  came  under  my  observation,  unless  yon  put  questions  :  you  know  I  cannot 
volunteer  any  testimony. 

Q.  As  I  said  to  ^ou  before,  we  are  here  in  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Navy,  in  which  you  should  take  a  pride. — A.  I  will  tel  1  you  frankly  everything 
I  know.  I  think  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  regular  officers  of  the  Navy  to  show  up  every- 
thing that  is  wrong,  so  that  we  can  place  ourselves  right  before  the  country. 

Q.  When  I  ask  you  if  you  know  any  other  abuses  in  the  Navy,  it  leaves  the  question 
open  so  that  you  can  state  fully  everything  within  your  knowledge. — A.  I  think  one  of  the 
anuses  in  the  Navy  is  the  filling  up  of  the  yard  with  men  for  electioneering  purposes.  Another 
abuse  is  that  of  having  men  forced  upon  the  yard  who  do  not  know  anything  of  their 
business.  I  had  one  instance  where  a  man  was  sent  into  the  engineer  department,  and  we 
had  an  order  from  the  Secretary  to  receive  him.  The  fellow  had  been  in  the  State  prison, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  have  considerable  correspondence  on  the  subject  before  I  could  pre- 
vent his  coming  in,  which  I  eventually  did.  I  remember  an  instance  where  the  master-boat- 
builder,  who  was  one  of  the  most  capable  and  worthy  men,  and  who  had  sent  two  of  his 
sons  and  his  son-in-law  to  the  war,  and  supported  their  families,  was  summarily  dismissed 
from  the  yard,  and  another  man,  one  of  his  own  workmen,  put  into  his  place.  I  repre^tented 
the  tacts  to  the  Department,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  write  a  private  letter  to  Admiral  Al* 
den  to  try  to  have  the  man  put  back  ;  but  it  made  no  difference,  this  new  man  was  put  in. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  or  valuable  articles  given  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
any  one  in  the  Navy  ? — A.  No.     There  was  one  case  that  came  under  my  notice  which  was 
a  very  curious  one.    That  was  a  fraud  in  what  they  call  "hide  cuttings.*'    You  know  we  make 
a  great  deal  of  hide  rope,  and  when  the  cuttings  have  accumulated  to  a  certain  extent  they 
are  sent  to  the  auctioneer  and  sold  and  the  money  put  into  the  Treasury.    Everything  that 
is  sold  goes  back  to  the  Treasury.     It  appears  that  some  quantity  which  had  accumulated 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  yard  to  be  weighed,  as  we  thought  properly,  and  the  man  who  pur- 
chased  from  the  auctioneer  found  that  he  had  to  pay  for  a  certain  quantity  over  what  ho 
receipted  for;  that  is,  he  paid  for  2,500  pounds,  but  receipted  for  a  thousaud — something  ica 
that  style.     The  man  who  bought  the  cuttings  being  honest,  addressed  tne  a  letter,  and  X 
ordered  a  board  immediately  to  investigate  the  facts,  and  they  found  that  certain  parties  bad 
taken  advantage  of  the  time  when  the  public  weigher  was  out  of  the  yard — that  is,  between 
12  and  J  o'clock — and  sent  those  scrap-hides  over  to  the  weigher  of  the  construction  depart- 
ment, and  that  there  was  collusion  netween  him  and  the  auctioneer  and  the  other  man  In 
the  rope-making  establishment,  and  they  were  weighed  and  false  weights  given — that  is, 
false  weights  given  to  the  accounting-officer  ;  and  the  purchaser,  when  he  went  to  pay  for 
his  scrap-hides,  receipted  for  a  certain  quantity  and  paid  for  a  certnin  quantity.     I  had  this 
thing  thoroughly  investigated. 

Q.  Did  he  receive  and  pay  for  more  than  the  Government  by  its  books  delivered  ?— A.. 
Yes.     He  paid  for  more  than  the  Government  was  credited  with.  ' 

Q.  Did  ne  pay  for  any  more  than  he  got  f — A.  No.     He  paid  for  what  he  got,  but  he  re- 
ceipted for  less  than  appeared  on  the  books.     There  was  a  difference  of  some  2.500  pounds. 

Q.  Who  was  in  collusion  with  the  auctioneer  f — A.  The  weigher  in  the  construction  <3©* 
partment.  The  fellow  is  now  dead.  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Norton,  who  is  a  politici»nt 
and,  I  think,  tried  once  to  run  for  member  of  Congress.  He  was  navy -agent  at  one  tinofi* 
I  immediately  suspended  the  parties,  and  the  board  recommended  that  they  should  be  dis- 
missed, except  one  of  the  men,  who  seemed  not  to  be  as  culpable  as  the  others,  and  tlie^y 
recommended  that  he  should  be  suspended.  They  were  kept  on  suspension  about  a  couple  of 
weeks,  and  then  an  order  came  to  put  them  on  duty,  and  the  fellow  died  on  duty.  All  ^^ 
them  were  re-instated  except  the  auctioneer.     He  was  dismissed  and  another  one  appointed. 

Q.  From  whom  did  that  order  come  ? — A.  From  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  What  officer  7 — A.  From  the  Equipment  Bureau. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  at  that  time? — A.  Admiral  Reynolds- 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Was  that  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  by  direction  of  the  Secretary. 
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Q.  Were  abases  of  that  kind  frequent  ? — A.  That  wa.s  the  only  instance  that  came  under 
mj  notice,  though  I  had  suspicions  that  there  were  thinfi^s  goin^  on  o^  the  same  character ; 
but  I  could  never  find  out.  It  was  impossible.  The  commandant  of  the  yard  is  at  his  office, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  discover  these  things.  He  may  suspect  them  and  try  to  catch 
the  parties,  out  it  is  oat  of  the  question. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  abuses  iu  any  other  department  ?— A.  None.  There  were 
some  questions  propounded  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  your  committee  (Mr.  Whitthorne)  in 
regard  to  certain  points  connected  with  the  retired  lists,  measures  of  reform,  and  so  on. 
Tb(we  I  will  answer  directly  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  sale  of  any  vessels  of  the  Navy  while  you  were  at  the  navy-yard  ? 
—A.  None  were  sold  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Were  any  torn  down  while  you  were  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  Vandalia  was  brought 
from  Portsmouth,  torn  down,  and  rebuilt.  She  was  a  sloop  of  war  of  about  six  hundred 
tons,  old  measurement.  She  was  a  sailing-sloop,  one  of  the  old  set  of  eight,  but  that,  I 
would  remark,  (with  the  exception  of  converting  them  into  steamers,)  has  been  done  from 
time  immemorial  ;  and  if  we  had  not  done  it  we  should  not  have  had  any  navy  at  all.  I 
think  that  was  very  proper.  Since  the  war  we  have  had  but  one  appropriation  to  build 
vessels,  and  that  was  for  the  building  of  the  eight  sloops  of  war. 

Q.  Was  there  a  board  of  survey  on  the  Vandalia  at  that  time  ? — A.  There  was  no  board 
of  survey.  She  was  the  receiving-ship  at  Portsmouth.  I  remember  the  circumstances  per- 
fectly. I  happened  to  be  in  Washington,  and  the  constructor  was  very  anxious  to  find 
some  old  ships  to  tear  to  pieces  and  build  upon,  and  I  said  to  him,  '*  There  is  the  Vandalia, 
at  Portsmouth ;  why  not  let  me  send  the  Sabine  there,  "  (which  had  already  been  fitted 
out:)  "it  will  cost  nothing  but  the  expense  of  bending  the  sails;  and  let  her  take  the  Van- 
dalia and  bring  her  on,  and  you  can  convert  her  into  a  steam-corvette." 

Q.  What  part  did  you  build  upon  ! — A.  We  didn't  build  upon  anything ;  just  built  a 
new  ship. 

Q.  Of  the  same  size  T — A.  O,  no.  This  corvette  is  225  or  230  feet  long,  and  the  other 
vessel  was  about  IW);  but,  as  I  tell  you  frankly,  if  we  had  not  done  that  we  should  have 
noTesselsat  all.  A  good  many  steamers  were  built  in  a  hurry;  they  were  all  rotten,  and 
we  could  not  repair  them,  and  that  thing  has  been  carried  on  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the 
Navy.    The  Constitution,  for  instance,  has  been  rebuilt,  I  think,  twice. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  if  the  .Department  had  applied  to  Congress  to  do  this  work  they 
would  not  have  allowed  them  to  do  it? — A.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  was  a  stretch 
of  authority. 

Q.  You  think  the  Department  dared  not  ask  Congress  for  authority  to  do  it,  for  fear  of 
being  refused  f — A.  I  think  so,  sir.  As  I  say,  this  thing  has  been  done,  to  my  certain 
bowled^,  for  the  last  thirty  years ;  but  not  carried  on  so  extensively  as  converting  a  sail- 
iug-ressel  into  a  steamer. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  call  this  *'  converting,"  at  all,  do  you  ?  It  was  condemning  an  old  vessel 
>od  building  a  new  one. — A.  It  was  iust  condemning  an  old  vessel  and  building  a  new  one. 
Tl*  best  plan,  if  you  could  have  aone  so  legally,  would  have  been  to  have  floated  the 
Vandalia  down  the  bay  and  set  her  on  fire,  and  got  the  copper  and  so  on.  It  would  have 
1*60  less  expensive,  because  it  is  a  very  large  expense  to  tear  th^se  vessels  to  pieces  ;  they 
*re  built  of  the  very  finest  timber,  and  it  was  a  curious  thing  about  this  ship  that  there 
*w scarcely  a  rotten  timber  in  her.  She  was  built  in  1827,  and  rebuilt  afterward,  but  she 
vastben  built  of  timber  that  lasted  like  iron. 

Q-  Do  I  understand  that  they  took  the  timber  of  the  oM  Vandalia  and  put  it  into  the  new 
oiwt—A.  >fo;  not  a  bit  of  it.    She  was  a  new  ship  entirely. 

Q.  Was  the  old  Vandalia  a  good  ship  ? — A.  She  was  no  use  at  all  under  the  sun,  excep 
•8  a  receiving-ship  there  at  Portsmouth,  and  she  just  took  thu  rviom  at  the  navy-yard. 

Q  Would  she  not  have  made  a  good  supply-ship? — A.  No,  sir;  she  was  too  heavily 
jp&rred,  and  it  would  have  been  very  expensive  to  put  a  crew  on  board  of  her  to  man  her. 
1  think  the  economical  plan  would  have  been  to  set  her  on  fire  or  to  have  sold  her. 

Q  She  would  have  ma<le  a  sTOod  freighting  ship,  would  she  n  )t  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  she  could 
w^ebeen  sold,  and,  with  slight  repairs,  she  would  have  lasted  ten  or  twenty  years. 

Q  But  then  you  could  not  have  built  a  new  ship  ? — A.  We  could  not  have  built  a  new 
*«'p;  the  money  would  have  reverted  to  the  Treasury  ;  there  was  the  trouble. 

Q-  The  Navy  did  not  get  any  money  out  of  her  ? — A.  The  Navy  got  all  the  copper,  iron, 
^«  out  of  her,  and  all  the  wood  that  was  good  was  sawed  up,  piled,  and  sold  at  auction, 
*odthe  proceeds  went  into  the  Treasury. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  cost  the  Government  as  much  to  tear  her  to  pieces  as  they  got  out 
ofherf— A^  The  labor  cost  more  than  double  the  material  they  got  from  the  ship. 

Q  Then  if  they  had  sold  her  for  something  they  would  hive  b^^en  better  oflf  / — \..  Decid- 
•^Ij'.io  tar  as  the  Treasury  is  concerned,  but  not  as  far  as  the  Navy  is  concerned,  because 
**  should  have  had  no  ship. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  difference  between  the  interest  of  the  Navy  and  the  interest  of  the 
fitted  States  ? — A.  I  always  go  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States.  For  instance,  at  the 
'j^^y-yard  there  are  a  lot  of  old  chain-cables,  water-tanks,  and  so  on,  that  could  be  sold  for 
uoQ.«ands  and  thousands  of  dollars.     I  have  urged  the  sale  of  that  old  material  to  get  rid  of 


72  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

itf  and  let  the  proceeds  go  into  the  Treasury  ;  bat  there  has  always   been  an  objection,  be- 
cause it  did  not  go  into  the  naval  service,  instead  ofgoiuj^  into  the  Treasury. 

Q.  Who  makes  such  an  objection  as  that  ? — A.  Why  each  bureau.    You  ^,  for  instance, 
to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  and  want  thorn  to  sell  these  things,  and  they  object  to  it.    My 
idea  is  to  sell  everything  you  cannot  use  and  let  the  money  go  right  into  the  Treasury ;  and 
that  has  always  been  my  idea. 

Q.  If  the  plan  of  tearing  vessels  to  pieces  and  building  new  ones,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Vandalia,  is  to  be  pursued,  then  you  declare  the  independence  of  the  Navy  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Unitea  States.     Is  it  not  so? — A.  Pretty  much  so. 

Q.  What  was  your  experience  in  the  purchase  of  timber  during  the  time  you  were  in 
command  of  the  yard  f  Did  tliey  pay  extra  prices  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  about  the  prices, 
because  all  that  is  done  at  Washington.  The  system  of  open  purchase,  I  think,  is  all  wrong, 
unless  you  have  an  extremely  honest  purchasing-paymaster.  For  instance,  if  I  made  a 
requisition  for  a  pair  of  6xen,  the  same  man  might  furnish  the  oxen  who  furnished  knees 
for  our  ships  ;  that  is,  I  sent  a  requisition  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  a  pair  of 
oxen.  It  came  back  to  me,  and  I  sent  that  requisition  over  to  the  purchasing-paymaster, 
and  there  was  no  supervision  of  it  whatever.  He  purchased  those  oxen  and  they  were 
sent  over  here  for  inspection,  of  course,  to  see  whetlier  they  were  good  or  not.  I  did  not 
know  whether  he  purchased  from  a  former  timber-merchant  or  from  a  man  who  sells  car- 
pets. Certain  people  have  the  run,  as  it  were,  of  the  Navy.  You  will  find  that  the  firm  of 
Trickey  &  Jewett  have  been  contractors  for  timber,  and  they  furnish  everything  pretty 
much.  For  instance,  if  you  want  carpets,  yon  send  over  to  the  purchasing-paymaster,  and 
hiB  has  his  man,  and  sends  and  buys  the  carpets  of  him,  and  so  on.  There  is  no  competition 
whatever.  Then  you  may  go  to  the  construction  department,  and  you  meet  the  same  things 
there.  Mr.  A  put«  in  a  bid  ;  he  is  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  workings  in  Washington; 
knows  all  about  these  contracts,  getting  people  put  into  the  yard,  and  so  on,  and  the  con- 
tract goes  to  him.  For  instance,  he  will  make  a  contract  for  certain  tools,  a  jig-saw,  for 
instance,  to  cost  a  thousand  dollars.  He  will  put  that  at  $1,500,  and  other  instruments  he 
will  put  in  at  a  low  price,  but  the  aggregate  makes  his  bid  lower  than  other  bids.  What 
is  the  consequence  f  He  furnishes  the  jig-saw  for  $1,500,  which  is,  perhaps,  50  percent, 
more  than  it  cost,  and  after  it  is  finished  then  comes  an  order  from  the  Department  saying 
that  such  and  such  things  are  not  required  ;  or  the  question  comes  to  the  commandant  to 
know  whether  such  and  such  tools  are  required.  It  is  referred  to  the  construction  depart- 
ment, for  instance,  and  they  say  that  they  do  not  stand  in  need  of  them,  and  consequently 
they  are  not  bought ;  but  the  man  gets  his  §J,500  for  his  jig-saw. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  is  done  with  the  knowledge  of  the  bureaus  at  Washington  T — A.  I 
do  not  know.    I  think  it  cannot  be  otherwise. 

Q.  Are  such  things  as  you  name  of  frequent  occurrence? — A.  I  have  heard  that  they  have 
occurred  from  time  to  time. 

Q.  That  is  one  of  the  **  tricks  of  the  trade  f  " — A.  It  is  one  of  the  **  tricks  of  the  trade. " 
There  is  the  trouble  we  have,  that  everybody  thinks  that  Uncle  Sam  is  fair  game. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Could  not  the  contractor  be  put  under  bonds  to  furnish  all  those  articles  t — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
that  is  it.  Make  him  agree  to  furnish  everything,  and  if  he  does  not,  make  him  pay  the 
damages. 

By  Mr  Harris  : 

Q.  Suppose  the  Government  find  out  that  they  do  not  want  the  article  ? — A.  Then  buy  it 
on  speculation.  This  is  not  a  new  thing  ;  it  is  a  thing  that  has  been  going  on  for  years  and 
years.  For  instance,  I  recollect  some  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  and  so 
on  for  the  Navy,  (it  was  the  time  when  the  sailors  had  to  buy  everything,)  Navy  buttons, 
for  instance,  were  furnished  at  half  a  dollar  a  dozen,  and  sewing-silk,  that  the  sailors  used 
for  embroidening  their  cuffs,  collars,  and  soon,  was  put  in  at  a  dollar  a  pound,  when  it  was^ 
worth  four  or  five  dollars.  The  conseq^uence  was  that  the  aggregate,  when  footed  up,  was* 
cheap,  and  the  man  got  the  contract  for  all  ihe  articles  :  but  he  knew  very  well  that  very 
few  pounds  of  silks  would  be  required,  and  that  he  would  make  on  the  buttons  and  so  on 
what  he  lost  on  the  silk. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Then  the  rule  in  the  Navy  Department  is  to  take  the  aggregate  of  all  bids  T — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  the  lowest  bidder  gets  the  contract. 

Q.  And  frequently  he  is  let  off  from  furnishing  the  articles  he  bids  low  on  ? — A.  Yes* 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Or  else  there  is  a  requisition  for  a  larger  quantity  ol  the  others  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  or  they 
don't  want  them. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  impracticable  to  make  every  article  stand  by  itself? — A.  You  could  not 
of  course,  carry  it  to  that  extreme,  but  the  people  who  had  the  coutrol  of  the  requisitions,  an<l 
so  on,  could  see  at  a  glance  where  this  fraud  tanes  place. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Could  this  practice  be  successfully  maintained  without  collusion  between  the  bidders 
ud  the  Department  at  Washini^ton? — A.  There  must  be  collusion.  I  think  the  great  trouble 
in  the  dsvj -yards  in  regard  to  building  our  ships  is  with  the  labor.  We  get  the  material,  in 
the  long  mn,  about  as  reasonably  by  contract  as  wc  could  purchase  outside,  but  the  great 
trouble  in  building  a  ship  is  the  labor  ;  you  cunuot  get  the  men  to  work.  I  was  three  years 
at  the  Davy  yard,  and  I  never  had  a  man  reported  to  iiie  for  default  in  his  work  or  for  ineffi- 
cieDcy.  I  hare  turned  out  time  at\er  tim^,  and  walked  through  the  yard,  and  if  I  caught 
any  men  idling  I  would  take  them  up  and  have  them  summarily  dismissed,  but  they  always 
^t  back  again. 

By  Mr.  MrLLS: 

Q.  I  understand  that  political  influence  in  the  navy-yards  has  been  for  years  the  bane  of 
the  Nary  .—A.  It  has  been  the  bane  of  the  Navy,  sir.  The  whole  thing,  strange  to  say, 
eommenced  with  Mr.  Woodbury.  He  was  the  first  person  who  commenced  the  system  of 
patting  uien  into  the  yards  for  political  purposes;  it  commenced  there,  and  it  has  been  going 
on  eTer  since.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  Van  Buren.  I  think  myself  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  in  the  localities  of  the  navy-yards  are  the  most  expensive  people  that  the 
United  States  have  to  support. 

By  Mr.  Bi  rleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  same  abuses  in  regard  to  contracts  obtained  previous  to  the 
war  as  obtain  to-dav  f — A.  I  think  it  is  worse  now  :  I  think  it  has  been  worse  the   last  four 
years  than  it  ever  has  been,  from  all  I  can  learn. 

By  Mr.  Mills  :  • 

Q.Llke  any  other  abuse,  the  longer  it  exists  the  worse  it  gets? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  what  was  done  with  the  iron  of  the  vessels  that  were  torn  down  while 
you  were  in  command  ? — A.  I  think  that  iron  was  taken  and  worked  over. 

Q.  Who  would  do  that  ?  — A.  That  would  be  done  in  the  construction  department,  in 
the  biacksraith-shop. 

Q-  By  the  Navy  Department  itself? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  that  iron  would  be  sent  up  to  the 
blacbmith  shop  and  worked  over. 

Q.  They  did  not  ship  it  off  to  private  individuals  to  be  worked  over  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  all  the 
copper  that  came  out  of  the  Virginia,  for  instance,  was  collected,  and  when  it  accumu- 
M  to  a  certain  extent  it  would  be  sent  to  Washington,  and  there  made  into  bolts  or 
f>lled  into  sheets  for  coppering  ships. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  anything  about  any  timber  having  been  rejected  and  then  received, 
fik«  the  coal  you  spoke  off — A.  I  do  not  know  of  it,  but  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Q-  Do^u  know  any  other  vessels  that  were  torn  down  besides  the  Vandaliaf — A.  There 
*^  five  or  six  torn  down  and  rebuilt.  The  Marion  was  rebuilt,  and  the  Swatara  abd  the 
^^^  I  think  that  there  were  six  in  all  that  were  torn  down  and  rebuilt.  The  Marion  was 
kiecond-clasa  sloop-of-war.  She  was  rebuilt  at  Portsmouth,  and  they  built  a  very  fine 
itdiDer  in  her  place. 

Q.  Were  you  in  command  at  the  time  the  bendin^-machine  was  bought? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
u  August,  1870,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  orderea  me  to  direct  a  board  of  three  line- 
officers  and  one  naval  constructor  to  examine  a  timber-bending  machine  erected  in  East 
Boston,  and  report  whether,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  advisable  to  introduce  the  system  into 
tbe  navy-yards.  The  board  reported  favorably,  and  the  report  was  forwarded  to  the  De- 
partment. October  7,  1871,  the  Bureau  of  Construction  ana  Repairs  forwarded  a  c6utract 
^tk  John  Griffiths  for  a  timber-bending  machine,  to  be  erected  in  the  navy-yard,  including 
the  labor  for  putting  up  the  building,  but  the  material  for  the  building  was  to  be  furnished 
wy  the  Government.  The  cost  of  the  whole  was  ^160,000.  It  was  put  up  and  paid  for,  but 
whether  ased  or  noi  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer.  Commodore  Nichols  has  all  the  papers 
lA  regard  to  this  bending-machine. 

By  Mr.  BuRLiiiiGH : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  constituted  that  board? — A.  I  think  the  present  commandant 
of  the  navy -yard  at  Portsmouth,  Commodore  Bryson,  who  was  my  executive  officer,  was 
one  of  them.  The  building  was  put  up  according  to  the  contract,  and  after  they  got  to  a 
^^io  point  a  board  was  ordered  to  examine  and  see  if  they  had  built  it  up  to  that  point 
wcording  to  contract,  and  then  they  were  paid.  I  approved  the  bills  as  it  went  on  until 
"WMfiuiahed. 

Q.  Who  was  the  constructor  ? — A.  I  think  William  L.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  was  he  f — A.  J[  know  it  was  he. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  other  line-officers  who  were  on  the  board  besides  Commodore 
Bry8on?~A.  I  do  not.  This  bending-machine  was  in  full  blast  when  I  left,  but  I  have 
'IJf  beard  or  known  of  a  single  piece  of  timber  bent  by  that  machine  being  put  into  any 
'%  although  they  have  built  half  a  dozen  since.  I  think  the  Vandalia  was  being  built 
^b^D  this  thing  was  in  existence. 
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Q.  Do  jon  know  who  the  owner  of  that  machine  was  ? — A.  Mr.  Griffiths  was  the  own 

Q.  Any  others  ? — A.  No :  the  contract  was  with  him.  He  had  it  over  in  East  Bost 
I  remember  distinctly,  when  I  was  commandant  of  the  yard,  Isaiah  Hanseom,  who  is  cl 
of  the  bureau  now,  asked  me  one  day  if  I  would  like  to  g-o  over  and  see  the  ship  that  h 
been  built  there  out  of  bent  timber.  I  went  over,  and  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  shi 
went  all  over  her,  and  saw  the  machinery  and  the  processes.  It  passed  out  of  my  mind,  £ 
the  first  things  I  knew  up  came  this  order  from  the  Secretary.  I  think  Isaiah  Hanscom 
that  time  had  an  idea  of  having  it  introduced  into  the  Navy  when  be  invited  me  over 
look  at  it. 

Q.   Do  yon  remember  the  vessel  that  was  said  to  have  been  built  with  timber  bent  by  t 
machine?— A.  I  don't  remember  the  ship.     There  was  only  one  of  them  built;  she  ^^ 
to  sea,  and  I  think  pot  ashore,  or  some  accident  occurred  to  her,  aud  I  never  heard  of 
ship  afterward. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  use  any  timber  bent  in  that  way  on  any  of  the  ships  «)f  the  Nffc 
although  the  machine  was  in  full  blast  1 — A.   I  think  it  was  finished  a  year  before  I 
the  yiird,  and  they  bent  a  great  deal  of  timber. 

Q.  Was  the  timber  used  ? — A.  None  was  u?ed  while  I  was  in  command  of  the  jr 
Whether  it  has  been  used  since  or  not  I  don't  kuuw.     It  was  finished  almost  to  the  day 
Griffiths  agreed  it  should  be  finished. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  it  was  not  used  ? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  thought  myself,  when  I 
were  building  the  Vandalia,  that  they  would  avail  themselves  of  it,  it  it  was  such  a   g 
thing,  in  building  that  ship— make  the  experiment.     It  is  no  use  paying  $100,000  for  a 
chine  which  you  cannot  make  use  of  at  all. 

Q.  Was  William  L  Hanscom  constructor  at  the  navy -yard  at  that  time?— A.  He  was  c 
structor  at  the  yard  the  first  part  of  the^ime,  and  then  he  was  ordered  away. 

Q.   Was  the  constructor  on  the  yard  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made  for  the  beadii 
machine  if — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  constructor  on  the  yard,  and  I  think  was  on  the  board 
one  of  the  regular  officers,  and  his  brother  was  chief  of  the  bureau.     When  I  took  comma 
here  the  present  chief  of  the  bureau  was  constructor  here,  and  Mr.  Lenthall  was  then  I 
chief. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  examine  that  bending-machine  so  as  to  form  any  opinion  of  its  practicabilit) 
— A.  I  thought  favorably  of  it. 

Q.  You  were  not  a  member  of  that  board  ? — A.  O,  no. 

Q.  You  appointed  the  board  ? — A.  I  appointed  the  board.  I  thought  favorably  of  it,  ai 
I  have  been  surprised  that  it  has  not  been  used,  after  seeing  the  ship.  Whether  thev  receiv 
unfavorable  reports  from  this  ship  afterward  which  stopped  them  or  not,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  the  machine  looked  upon  at  that  time,  as  far  as  you  know,  among  ship-build< 
and  men  connected  with  the  Navy,  as  a  practicable  and  successful  thing? — 4^  I  do 
know  about  ship-bnilders,  except  those  in  the  yard ;  they  seemed  to  think  it  was  a  very  gc 
thing. 

Q.  They  were  taken  with  a  new  invention,  I  suppose,  and  carried  away  with  it — A.  Y 
I  thought  quite  favorably  of  it.  The  only  difficulty  was  that  I  thouiijht  it  was  illegal  to  mi 
a  purchase  of  that  kind  and  erect  a  building  in  the  yard,  because  I  think,  according  to  h 
we  have  no  right  to  put  any  building  in  a  yard  without  a  special  appropriation  by  act 
Congress. 

Q,  Did  you  communicate  that  objection  to  anybody  ? — A.  O,  no  ;  I  think  I  would  hj 
got  a  rap  over  my  knuckles  if  I  had,    All  I  had  to  do  was  to  obey  orders. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  it  to  be  your  duiy  to  obey  orders  if  the  thing  is  in  violation  of  law 
A.  You  may  call  attention  toit,  if  there  is  any  irregularity.    For  instance,  if  timber  is  \ 
chased  and  the  bills  are  brought  to  me  for  approval,  unless  the  requisitions  come  from  m< 
refuse  to  approve  them,  if  I  think  there  is  anything  wrong,  and  refer  the  question  to 
bureau;  and  then  the  responsibility  rests  with  them,  not  with  me.     I  have  done  my  di 

Q.  You  report  irregularities  to  your  superior  officers,  aud  then  obey  orders  ?  —A.  Yes, 
I  suppose  you  will  find  here  cases  where  timber  to  the  amount  of  thousands  and  thousand 
dollars  has  been  bought  without  a  scratch  of  a  pen  authorizing  the  purchase,  and  Com 
dore  Nichols  has  refused  point  blank  to  pay  the  bills;  and  then  the  thing  was  referre) 
the  bureau,  and  the  bureau  would  admit  that  it  was  very  irregular,  but  would  order  hir 
approve  the  bills. 

Q.  In  your  experience  a  good  deal  of  the  busiiless  of  the  Navy  has  been  irregular  f< 
great  many  years,  has  it  not  ? — A.  O,  very. 

Q.  What  would  you  recommend  in  place  of  the  system  of  open  purchase  and  the  | 
chase  by  sealed  bids,  as  now  practiced  ? — A.  I  think  myself  the  plan  of  advertising  for  sei 
bids  in  the  newspapers  in  the  locality  where  the  articles  are  wanted  is  a  good  one. 
instance,  if  you  wanted  to  buy  Manila  hemp,  you  would  advertise  ho  many  tons  of  he 
wanted;  that  specimens  would  be  found  at  the  navy-yard,  and  sealed  proposals  would  be 
ceived  up  to  a  certain  date.  That  would  be  fairer  than  to  go  into  the  market  and  buy 
tons  of  hemp. 

Q.  Whether  or  not  you  would  think  it  advisable  that  each  leading  article,  like  hemp,  c( 
timber,  and  copper,  should  be  advertised  separately  and  given  to  the  lowest  bidder  f— 
Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  that  where  a  ^ood  many  articles  were  advertised  for,  if  the  contract  was  p^iven  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  taking  the  aggregate,  the  bidder  should  be  obliged  to  furnish  the  precise  amount 
adveitised  for  of  each  article,  withoutany  variation  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  without  any  variation  what- 
ever. I  think  one  of  the  great  abuses  in  the  yard  is  the  appointment  of  what  they  call 
•"writere"  in  the  construction  department.  When  I  was  in  the  yard  there  were  some  six  or 
eight  people  called  **  writers.'"  Mr.  A  or  Mr.  B  had  some  person  whom  he  wanted  to  get 
appointed,  and  he  would  ask  the  Secretary  or  some  one  else  to  have  him  appointed  a  writer 
iu  the navy.yard.     He  did  nothing;  the  clerks  performed  ail  the  writing  that  was  required. 


Boston,  March  22,  1876. 
Fercival  C.  Pope  sworn  and  examined. 

Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  You  are  a  son  of  Commodore  Pope,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy  ? — Answer. 
Yea,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  captain  of  marines  f — A.  I  have  been  in  the  Marine  Corps 
fift»?n  yeans,  coming  November.     I  have  been  captain  about  six  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  stationed  here  ? — A.  I  came  home  from  sea  three  years  ago, 
comJDjr  October.     I  have  been  here  two  years  in  February  last. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  your  sea-service  f — A.  I  was  in  the  North  Pacific  and  in  the  South 
I*acific.    I  was  fleet  marine-officer  of  the  squadron. 

Q-  Have  you  made  any  attempt  to  ascertain  the  relative  cost  per  day  of  marines  as  com- 
pared with  Army  soldiers  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say  that  1  have,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
1  could  not  get  the  data  excepting  by  report ;  but,  from  my  general  knowledge,  the  marines 
cost  a  very  little  less  than  infantry  soldiers ;  that  is,  in  the  sum-total,  couuting  the  clothing. 
^epay,  of  course,  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  infantry  soldier,  but  the  (U)ntract-price  of 
ckhio^  is,  I  think,  a  little  less. 

Q<  What  is  about  the  price  per  day  here  in  the  Charlestown  yard  ? — A.  About  eighty  cents 
per  man. 

Q-  That  includes  what  ? — A.  That  includes  rations,  pay,  and  clothing. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  marines  as  watchmen,  guarding  Government 
property  on  shore  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  deal  of  experience. 

Q.  Where  ? — A.  At  this  yard,  at  &e  Portsmouth  yard,  and  very  slight  at  Washington. 
^twa«{  in  my  yoni^er  days. 

Q.  You  have  a  set  ot  civilian  watchmen  f — A.  Twenty-one  watchmen  and  three  captains 
of  the  watch. 

Q.  That  is  the  force  in  Charlestown  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  wages  paid  to  each  class  f — A.  Two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents 
per  man  to  the  watchmen,  and  two  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents  a  day  to  the  captains  of 
tiie  watch. 

Q.  Those  twenty-four  men  cover  the  three  watches? — A.  Yes,  sir;  eight  hours  for  each. 

Q.  So  that  each  man  of  those  men  gets  eight  hours  out  of  every  twenty-four? — A.  He 
^  one  day's  work  of  eight  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  The  watchmen  arrange  it  so 
that  they  take  two  days  on  and  one  day  off. 

Q  Now,  as  compared  with  the  civilian  watchmen,  what  is  your  experience  in  using  ma- 
noM?  Have  you  ever  used  them  for  that  purpose? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  my  experience  is  that 
they  are  more  reliable  and  more  trustworthy.  The  marines  are  a  body  of  men  who  are  en- 
tirely under  military  discipline.  The  corps  is  small,  comparatively  speaking,  and  the  officers 
*re  thrown  into  very  close  commnnication  with  the  men.  For  instance,  we  have  here  for 
piwd  duty,  and  for  whatever  exigencies  they  may  be  called  upon,  about  eighty  men.  A 
B'wiuegoes  on  post  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  with  the  guard  and  with  an  officer.  He 
'tiyson  until  9  o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  post  of  that  marine  is  visited  always  twice 
wuring  the  twenty-four  hours  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  three  times  by  the  sergeant.  The 
Mniioel  is  relieved  every  two  hours  during  .the  twenty-four  by  a  corporal.  A  marine  does 
tiot  mount  guard  twice  lor  the  same  post  as  a  general  thing.  A  man  comes  off  from  guard 
*t  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  he  is  at  liberty  that  afternoon  until  12  o'clock,  midnight, 
ptJer&lly.  The  next  day  he  goes  on  guard  again,  but  does  not  know  what  post  he  is  to 
^ve  until  returning  from  liberty.  He  cannot,  therefore,  connive  with  any  outside  party. 
He  cannot  say  to  a  man,  *'  1  will  be  on  this  post  to-morrow,  and  you  come  along  here,  and 
*hate?er  you  want  you  can  help  yourself  to,"  becau.se  he  does  not  know  when  out  on  lib- 
eity  what  post  he  is  going  on  the  next  morning.  He  is  put  on  post  by  the  corporal  of  the 
P^^,  and  Is  inspected  before  he  goes  on  by  a  sergeant,  and  inspected  when  he  comes  off. 
A  watchman  comes  into  the  yard,  and  he  has  four  hours  on  and  eight  hours  off;  he  relieves 
"iniself,  and  the  watchman  that  comes  oft*  goes  out  of  the  yard.  He  is  always  on  the  same 
Ij^.  or  knows  where  he  is  going,  and  knows  at  what  time  he  is  to  be  on  that  post.  Within 
"**pa8t  few  months,  the  commodore  sent  up  and  said  that  we  must  put  a  sentinel  on  a  cer- 
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tain  post.  It  was  tbonght  that  there  was  stealingf  (Toin^  on  there,  but  the  watchman  ha 
not  been  able  to  catch  the  parties.  A  marine  was  put  on  the  post  that  day  for  the  first  tim^ 
and  at  night  he  caught  the  parties,  consisting  of  two  men  who  came  along  in  a  boat,  passe 
by  a  wharf  where  there  was  supposed  to  be  a  w^atchman,  and  pulled  in  under  the  stern  or 
ship  past  two  vessels  which  were  supposed  to  be  watched  by  two  ship-keepers,  and  toe 
possession  of  some  material  that  was  probably  put  ther^  during  working  hours  at  their  ban. 
and  the  marine  nabbed  them.  One  of  the  men  was  sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  imprisc^ 
ment,  I  think.  I  don't  know  what  became  of  the  other.  That  is  one  instance.  Those  p^ 
ties  evidently  had  been  doing  that  thing  for  some  time.  It  was  an  exposed  position,  i^: 
the  sentinel  always  has  his  beat  from  one  point  to  another,  and  whtm  these  parties  cam& 
there,  as  they  undoubtedly  had  been  doing  before,  this  marine  from  that  position  was  &1 
to  see  them  clearly  and  distinctly,  and  he  arrested  them. 

Q.  Did  you  become  satisfied  that  that  watchman  connived  at  the  theft  ? — A.  There  ^^ 
no  evidence  one  way  or  the  other,  but  here  was  a  watchman  who  was  supposed  to  he  ^1 
to  see  it,  and  should  have  been  able  to  see  it.  How  a  boat  can  pull  in  from  an  open  ro« 
stead  and  pass  by  a  wharf  wbere  there  is  a  watchman,  and  land,  without  being  seen,  I  c?'.^ 
not  understand.  The  watchman  has  a  house  standing  on  that  wharf,  and  a  comfortable  £ 
in  it.  The  watchman  may  not  have  been  there.  I  do  nut  know  that  he  was.  He  in 
have  been  somewhere  else,  on  some  other  duty.  The  marine  has  a  little  box  that  is  abo 
24  by  36  inches  in  circumference  inside,  and  he  must  keep  moving  about  in  cold  weather, 
else  he  will  freeze  to  death.  There  is  no  place  for  him  to  sit  down;  he  must  stand  up,  ac 
even  if  he  is  inclined  to  sit  down,  or  leave  his  post,  the  officer  of  the  day  comes  round  oik 
every  dav  and  once  at  night,  and  he  cannot  tell  whether' he  is  coming  round  at  1  o'clock 
10  o'clock,  or  2  o'clock,  or  what  time  he  is  coming.  The  sergeant  of  the  guard  also  is  setJ 
around  the  yard  by  the  officer  of  the  day  at  irregular  hours. 

Q.  With  your  present  force  at  the  Charlestown  navy-yard,  could  you  do  the  duties  no^ 
done  by  tho.'^e  twenty-four  watchmen  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not  with  the  present  force. 

Q.  How  much  increase  of  force  would  be  necessary  if  you  ^ere  to  do  that  f — A.  We  coulc 
do  it  with  a  force  of  fifty  men,  and  it  would  be,  in  my  opiuion,  a  saving  to  the  Government. 

Q.  Would  you  require  as  many  as  fifty  men  to  do  the  duties  now  done  by  the  twenty- 
four  watchmen? — A.  Well,  sir,  we  would  require  six  men  in  the  place  of  three  watchmen. 
The  watchmen  go  on  for  twenty-four  hours,  tour  hours  on  and  eight  hours  off.  Our  men  gc 
on  for  tweuty-four  hours,  and  twenty-four  hours  off.  Say,  we  take  forty  men.  One  wat^ 
man  costs  $2.26  a  day,  three  would  cost  $6.76.  The  six  marines  cost  a  little  over  §4.30 
besides  giving  us  this  strong  force  for  any  emergency. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  advisable,  in  the  navy-yards,  to  substitute  marines  fo 
the  force  of  civilians  to  do  duty  as  watchmen  ?  Would  it  be  economy  for  the  Goverumen 
to  increase  the  marine  force  sufficiently  to  do  that  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  ithink  it  would,  if  tb 
force  was  properly  organized  ;  that  is,  if  we  had  a  patrolling-force  instead  of  having  regola 
sentinels.  If  we  had  a  patrolling-force  who  would  be  visited  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  an 
controlled  by  the  officer  of  the  day. 

Q.  Who  controls  these  watchmen  1 — A.  Thev  have  a  captain  of  the  watch,  who  is  snp 
posed  to  do  it.  If  some  night,  along,  say,  at  half  past  twelve  or  one  o'clock,  some  gentk 
man  was  sufficiently  interested  to  walk  around  the  navy -yard  without  its  being  known  tha 
he  was  coming,  I  think  the  comparative  efficiency  of  the  two  corps  would  be  fully  proven 

Q.  Do  you  nave  any  of  the  Marine  Corps  out  on  duty  in  the  night? — A.  All  the  time. 

Q.  What  duty  do  they  perform  in  the  night? — A.  We  have  tne  regular  sentinel -dutj 
They  are  never  taken  off  excepting  in  cases  of  fearfully  cold  weather. 

Q.  Are  they  on  the  extreme  outside  limits  of  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  are,  as  fare 
we  can  put  them  with  our  present  force,  on  the  extreme  points  of  the  yard.  We  have  thei 
upon  the  lower  end  of  the  yard,  at  the  sea-wall  toward  Chelsea;  we  have  them  at  the  oth< 
end,  toward  the  city,  and  we  have  them  in  front  of  the  officers'  quarters  on  the  street  lead 
ing  to  Chelsea  bridge. 

Q.  So  that  the  sea-side  is  substantially  left  to  be  occupied  by  these  watchmen? — A.  Yee 
sir.  In  talking  with  naval  officers,  I  have  hardly  found  an  instance  where  the  officei 
would  not  prefer  to  have  marines,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  have  complete  control  o 
these  men.  These  men  cannot  relieve  themselves,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  one  very  stron 
point,  so  they  never  can  be  away.  They  are  marched  around  in  a  military  manner,  an 
relieved,  and  they  are  so  often  visited.  They  cannot  go  out  of  the  navy-yard  when  the 
are  relieved,  as  a  watchman  does ;  thev  can  have  no  outside  communications  ;  they  cann< 
make  any  appointment  'and  say,  **  I  shall  be  at  the  lower  ship-house  to-night ;  yon  codd 
in,  and  1  will  let  you  have  what  you  want,  and  we  will  divide,"  for  the  reason  that  the  ma 
does  not  know  where  he  is  going  on  post  before  going  on  liberty. 

Q.  What  is  your  view  of  the  necessity  for  marines  on  shipboard  at  sea? — A.  I  do  n< 
see  very  well  how  they  could  get  along  without  them.  They  pick  up  Tom,  Dick,  an 
Harry,  and  put  them  on  board  a  ship  as  sailors.  They  come  on  board  without  any  disc 
pline  at  all,  without  any  organization.  The  ship  goes  into  commission  with  two  or  thn 
nundred  men,  and  no  one  knows  anything  about  the  majority  of  them.  They  are  sent  o 
board  the  receiving-ship  and  drafted  from  there  for  a  sea-going  ship.  You  take  a  marine 
guard  and  put  them  on  board,  and  you  start  from  the  very  first  with  an  organized  body  c 
men,  who  are  disciplined,  are  reliable,  and  are  known. 
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Q.  So  ftkT  as  yoa  are  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  the  commanders  and  the  refnilar 
nayal  officers  on  board  of  ships,  what  is  their  opinion  in  rej^ard  to  the  necessity  o?  the 
Ifiarine  Corps  ? — A.  That  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Q.  Is  there  any  division  of  opinion  among  naval  men  ? — A.  I  think  not,  except  possibly 
among  some  of  the  younger  lieutenants;  and  some  of  the  boys  who  have  had  little  experi- 
ence, bAve  never  had  responsibility  thrown  upon  them,  have  an  idea  that  they  could  get 
•loDg  without  them. 
Q.  Do  you  rely  upon  the  marine  force  to  protect  the  yard  against  fires  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Are  they  trained  for  that  f — A.  There  is  a  detail  made  every  day  of  a  sergeant  and 
seyea  men.    Those  men  are  in  charge  of  one  of  the  steam  fire-engines,  excepting  the  steam 
part  of  it;  of  course,  they  have  a  fireman  for  that.     The  sergeant  is  the  foreman  of  that 
orranization.    At  night  we  have  a  detail  of  fourteen  men  in  charge  of  two  hose -carriages, 
&iid  a  boseman,  and  an  additional  force  to  assist  the  other  steam  fire-engine.     Some  time  in 
£>ecember  there  was  a  large  fire  adjacent  to  the  navy-yard,  so  near  that  the  sparks  were 
covering  the  yard.     The  marines  went  to  the  engine  to  help  to  run  the  hose  out,  and  ran 
tht  hose-carriages  from  the  lower  part  of  the  yard  and  connected  the  hose  with  the  hydrant, 
•ud  were  ready  for  any  emergency ;  and  they  exercise  regularly  at  fire-quarters.     They  are 
ftlwsTs  io  the  barracks  within  the  inclosure.     At  the  time  of  the  Boston  fire,  Mr.  Hooper 
came  over  from  the  mayor,  and  asked  the  commandant  for  a  force  of  marines,  and  the  com- 
maDdant  sent  for  the  commanding  officer,  and  told  him  to  turn  out  the  command  and  send 
tbem  to  Boston.     Mr.  Hooper  says,  *'  Sir,  how  soon  can  we  have  them  t   Can  you  be  ready 
in  twenty  minutes  f*    He  replied,  '*  Yes,  sir;  in  twelve  minutes  after  the  first  tap  of  the 
dnm,  if  we  cannot  march  those  men  out,  issue  ball-cartridges,  and  have  them  on  the  road 
^Boston  on  the  double-quick,  lam  very  much   mistaken."    They  were  taken  from  their 
quarters  where  some  were  sleeping,  others  differently  occupied,  armed,  and  equipped,  ball- 
cwtrid^es  issued  to  tbem,  and  in  nine  minutes  they  were  on  the  double-quick  over  to  Boston. 
^beo  they  arrived  at  Boston,  instead  of  taking  volunteer  soldiers,  they  called  upon  the 
Bttrines  to  guard  the  subtreasury,  and  when  they  moved  the  mails  from  the  post-office, 
^7  took  marines  as  the  guard.     It  was  the  same  way  at  the  Portland  fire,  and  the  same 
>t  the  second  fire  here  in  Boston.     You  seldom  see  a  better  body  of  men  in  the  service  than 
^  marines,  from  the  simple  fact,  as  I  said  before,  that  the  corps  is  small  and  the  officers 
tre  able  to  keep  such  a  close  supervision  over  them.     One  gpreat  improvement  that  could 
^  made,  m  my  opinion,  would  be  to  pay  the  men  off  once  a  month  instead  of  every  three 
iDODths.    The  men  are  now  only  paid  once  in  three  months,  and  iu  the  mean  time  they  get 
OQt  of  money,  and  have  to  borrow  at  high  interest,  and  those  who  do  not  borrow  money, 
*beo  they  are  paid  off  at  the  end  of  three  months,  get  quite  a  little  sum,  and  it  makes  them 
^rt  much  m*re  readily  than  they  would  if  they  were  paid  every  month.    Then  the  work- 
jog  force  of  the  men,  in  my  opinion,  is  too  small.     You  take  out  the  guard  for  the  day,  and 
if  we  are  called  upon  in  any  emergency  from  outside  from  our  regular  guard-duty,  we  have 
Dot  sufficient  men  for  it.     If  we  send  a  draft  of  sailors  from  here  to  New  York,  or  anywhere 
else,  we  have  to  send  a  guard  of  marines  with  them,  and  that  very  often  reduces  our  avail- 
ible  force  very  much.     The  number  of  marines  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  sailors  on 
l^ard  a  British  man-of-war  is  about  5  per  cent,  larger,  I  think,  than  it  is  on  board  an  Ameri- 
ttn  man-of-war.     I  was  in  a  ship  where  we  had  nearly  400  sailors,  and  we  had  50  marines 
for  that  ship,  and  an  English  ship,  with  a  less  number  of  crew,  had  80  marines. 

By  Mr.  BURLEiGH : 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  that  40  marines  would  be  necessary  to  do  the  duty  of  watchmen  on 
^yard  where  there  are  only  24  now? — A.  For  the  reason  that  we  make  a  regular  detail. 
We  have  three  men  to  a  post.  The  watchmen  stand  double  duty  ;  they  stand  four  hours  on, 
*Dd  eight  hours  off ;  they  go  out  and  come  in,  and  the  marine  goes  on  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
mornlDi  and  stays  until  9  o^clock  the  next  morning  as  the  regular  guard.  He  must  have  a 
i^ief,  of  course.  ' 

Q-  Is  that  an  arbitrary  rule  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  no  rule  about  it,  but  it  is  the  custom  of 
ue  service,  the  same  as  it  is  in  the  Army. 

Q*  What  saving  will  it  be  to  the  Government  to  put  two  men  to  do  what  one  man  has 
done  heretofore  ? — A.  Three  watchmen  cost  more  than  six  marines.  We  have  to  have  men 
^7  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise  besides  their  guard-duty.  It  is  not  so  with  the 
watchmen.  Supposing  we  simply  had  just  men  enough  for  that  duty,  and  we  were  required 
^  seod  a  guard  on  board  ship,  we  would  not  have  them. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q*  Snppose  you  take  the  80  men  you  have  now  and  keep  them  on  their  present  duty, 
bow  many  men  would  you  want  in  addition  to  perform  the  service  now  done  by  the  24  watch- 
°*n^— A.  You  must  take  into  consideration  that  we  are  keeping  up  nearly  as  many  posts 
■8  the  watchmen  with  the  men  we  now  have.  In  addition  to  that,  if  we  take  off  the  watch- 
Jjeu,  of  coufl|  we  have  got  to  increase  the  force  proportionately.  The  watchmen  are  not 
^  only  on^vho  are  doing  guard-duty.     We  have  six  posts. 

Mr.  BuRUBTGH : 
Q.  You  have  80  men  now f — A.  No,  sir;  we  have  not  80  men  ;  we  have  about  65  pri- 
'•tw  for  guard-duty,  besides  non-commissioned  officers,  making  80  for  all  duties. 
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Q.  Then  one  man  is  od  daty  24  hoars  odIj  once  in  lOdajs? — A.  O,  no ;  every  other 
day. 

Q.  How  can  it  be  possible  ? — A.  We  have  three  men  to  a  posL  You  must  take  into  con- 
sideration that,  in  addition  to  this  duty,  we  have  to  have  a  number  of  corporals  and  a 
number  of  sergeants,  and  we  must  have,  as  I  say,  a  relief  force.  A  short  time  ago  we  had 
to  send  a  draft  of  men  to  New  York  with  a  draft  of  sailors.  If  we  had  had  barely  force 
enough  for  that,  we  should  htive  had  to  takeoff  the  sentinels  to  send  that  guard  with  those 
sailors,  so  that,  I  say,  we  must  have  an  extra  furce,  as  we  are  called  upon  for  many  different 
kinds  of  duty. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Twenty-four  njeu  now  do  the  duty  of  watchmen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  men  would  be  required  perform  the  duty  of  the  *24  watchmen  with  the 
proper  relief,  and  a  surplus  to  meet  emergencies  ? — A.  That,  of  course,  as  I  said  before, 
would  require  a  change,  because  if  we  put  patrolmen  on,  we  would  put  them  on  in  the 
same  ratio  that  the  watchmen  are ;  that  is,  we  would  put  them  on  four  hours,  and  give  them 
eight  hours  off. 

Q.  How  many  marines  would  be  nece.«sary  to  do  the  work  that  the  24  watchmen  now  do, 
supposing  they  had  to  do  nothing  else  f — A.  I  suppose  it  could  be  done  with  40  men. 

Q.  You  think  40  marines  would  be  required  to  do  the  duty  now  performed  by  24  civil* 
ians  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  under  the  system  that  is  carried  on  now. 


Boston,  March  22,  1876. 
Jons  W.  Easby  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Quention.  What  office  do  you  hold  under  the  Government  ? — Answer.  Naval  constructor. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  last  stationed  ? — A.  At  Norfolk. 

Q.  You  lire  stationed  here  now  i — A.  Stationed  at  Boston  now. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  at  this  yard  ? — A.  Since  the  26th  of  September,  1874. 

Q.  Where  was  the  Adams  built,  and  by  whom  ? — A.  She  was  built  at  East  Boston,  by 
Donald  McKay. 

Q.  Has  she  been  accepted  by  the  Government  ? — A.  She  is  not  finished  yet. 

Q.  The  first  contract  I  mean — A.  No, sir;  the  first  contract  is  not  finished.  She  can- 
not be  accepted  until  she  is  finished.  She  is  not  complete.  She  has  been  accepted  thus  far, 
and  payments  have  been  made  according  to  contrat-t. 

Q.  Had  she  been  accepted  by  the  Government  before  you  reported  here  as  naval  construct- 
or ? — A.  No,  sir.  Of  course  she  cculd  not  have  been,  not  being  couipleted.  She  is  not  com- 
pleted under  the  first  contract,  nor  the  second  either,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  she  completed  when  you  reported  her  t — A.  I  have  never  reported  her  as  being 
completed. 

Q.  You  have  the  reports  made  on  her,  have  you  ? — A.  I  have  the  estimates  of  money  due. 
Certain  parts  have  been  finished  and  paid  for. 

Q.  Have  those  estimates  been  reported  by  you  to  be  paid  ? — A.  Some  of  them. 

Q.  Have  not  all  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  because  some  were  reported  by  Mr.  Pook,  my 
predecessor. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  estimates  made  on  her  that  you  or  Mr.  Pook  have  not  reported  to 
be  paid  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  John  Hanscom,  the  assistant  naval  constructor,  made 
one  payment  on  first  contract  and  one  on  second  contract,  as  he  was  empowered  to  do. 

Q.  By  whose  order? — A.  By  a  general  order.  The  contract  says,  '*To  be  done  under 
the  supervision  of  the  naval  constructor  and  assistant  naval  constructor,"  payments  to  be 
toade  on  certificates,  as  I  understand,  signed  by  either  the  naval  constructor  or  assistant. 

Q.  What  was  the  contract  on  the  vessel? — A.  The  original  contract  was  |l4c^,500;  the 
first  contract,  it  is  called. 

Q.  What  was  the  second  contract  ? — A.  The  se<'ond  contract  was  for  825,000.  Those  two 
contracts  are  all  there  were  with  Donald  McKay.  The  Government  has  furnished  the  ma- 
terial gn  the  second  contract. 

Q.  Has  any  part  of  those  contracts  not  been  performed  that  should  have  been  done  by 
the  contractor  ? — A.  There  are  parta  of  the  contracts  which  liave  not  been  performed,  but  by 
order  of  the  bureau  the  contractor  has  not  been  required  to  perform  thom. 

Q.  Have  you  got  those  orders  ?^-A.  Yes,  sir.  The  spars  are  specified  in  the  contract,  but 
not  the  boats.  Mr.  McKay  contended  that  he  was  not  to  make  the  spars.  I  referred  th9 
question  to  the  commandant,  and  he  referred  it  to  the  bureau,  and  this  is  the  l^eau*s  reply : 

'*  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Kpair, 

**  February  25,  lb75. 

*•  Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant.  No.  39,  with  inclosures,  relative  to  the 
spars,  &c.,  for  the  sloop  built  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  it  jvas  not  contem- 
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plated  by  the  original  advertisement  for  this  vessel  that  the  contractor  should  furnish  either 
the  spare  or  boats  ;  and  \he  building;  instructions  which  accompanied  the  contract  were  in- 
tended to  refer  to  the  hull  only,  so  far  as  the  contractor  was  concerned.  Consequently,  Mr. 
McKay  will  not  be  required  to  furnish  either  the  spars  or  boats. 

"  Willj  regard  to  the  quarter-palleries   as  thoKe  were  to  be  omitted  in  sister-ships  then 
under  Construction,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  dispense  with  them  in  Mr.  McKay's  vessel, 
which  he  was  directed  to  do,  m*ikinp  some  slij^ht  changes  in  the  cabin  consequent  thereon. 
•*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"I.  HANSCOM. 
*  ChUf  of  Bureau. 
"Commodore  E.  T.  NiCHOLS,  U.  S.  N., 

"  Commandant  Nary- Yard,  Boston,  Mass.^^ 

Q.  As  you  understand  the  contra't  and  spe  .ifications,  they  provide  that  Mr.  McKay  should 
do  this  work  ? — A.  Certainly  In  the  absence  of  any  orders  to  the  contrary,  1  should  have 
indsted  upon  bis  doing  it ;  that  is,  all  speciti(?d. 

Q  Have  yon  any  account  of  the  things  that  have  not  been  done  by  the  contractor  on  that 
▼eswltbat  should  have  been  done  by  the  contract  and  specificationH.  in  your  view  f — A.  I 
bare  no  account,  but  I  could  pick  them  out.  It  is  perhaps  nece^Kary  to  Htate  that  when  a 
board  of  naval  constructors  met  last  April  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  required  to  be 
done,  not  covered  by  Mr.  Mci\ay*s  contract,  they  took  up  the  whole  subject,  and  decided  what 
work  was  covered  by  the  contract,  and  what  work  was  not  covered  by  the  contract. 

Q.  Who  comprised  that  board  f — A.  Mr.  Hart,  myself,  (next  in  rank,)  Mr.   Furnald,  and 
Mr  Mintonye. 
Q.  By  what  authority  was  that  board  convened  ? — A.  By  order  of  the  chief  of  bureau. 
Q.  It  appears  that  you  made  a  survey  to  determine  what  work  should  not  be  performed 
by  the  contractor  ? — A.  No,  sir.     This  letter,  you  observe,  is  dated  February  2b.     The  board 
met  in  April,  and  referring  to  this  letter,  we  find  that  the  chief  says  that  the  contract  was 
mteniled  to  cover  the  hull  only;  therefore  it  was  the  province  of  the  board  to  say  what  con- 
stituted the  hull,  and  the  board  did  say  what  constituted  the  hull,  and  what  constituted  out- 
fits, and  it  was  for  the  things  that  did  not  constitute  the  hull  that  the  board  made  an  estimate. 
Q.  It  appears  that  the  board  was  not  asked  to  make  an  estimate  upon  what  the  contract 
called  upon  Mr.  McKay  to  perform.     You  did  not  get  any  such  order  from  the  chief? — A. 
No, sir;  we  were  to  examine  the  Adams  and  see  what  work  was  not  covered  by  the  con- 
tract of  Mr.   McKay,  estimate  what  it  would  cost,  which  we  did      Now,  then,  how  were 
we  to  get  at  what  was  not  covered  by  the  contract  ?     By  reference  to  this  interpretation  of 
the  contract  by  the  chief,  in  which  he  says  the  contract  covers  the  hull  only. 

Q.  Did  the  contract  and  specifications  read  that  they  covered  only  the  hull  ? — A.  I  forget 
exactly  bow  they  read.  Liet  me  explain  that  again,  that  I  may  make  it  as  clear  as  I  can. 
The  duty  of  the  board,  as  defined  by  the  chief  of  bureau,  was  to  ascertain  what  work  required 
to  complete  the  Adams  was  not  covered  by  the  contract.  By  reference  to  the  chiefs  letter, 
vritteu  about  two  months  before  that,  we  found  that  he  says  the  hull  only  was  covered  by 
the  contract ;  therefore  the  board  estimated  the  work  aside  from  the  hull,  the  outfits,  such  as 
boats,  spars,  &c.,  although  the  spars  were  in  the  specifications.  We  made  our  estimate  from 
the  interpretation  put  upon  the  contract  by  the  bureau. 

Q.  You  made  it  according  to  his  order  / — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  to  say,  the  interpretation  of 
bis  order. 

Q-  You  didn't  make  it  according  to  the  contract,  and  the  specifications  which  form  a  part 
of  the  contract  f — A.  I  think  we  could  not  have  made  it  in  that  way,  because  we  included 
iotbe  outfit  the  spars,  and  the  spars  were  included  in  the  contract. 

Q.  Did  he  complete  the  hull  according  to  the  specifications  and  contract  ? — A.  He  has 
Dot  done  it  yet. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  omissions  which  you  have  not  specified  according  to  the  first 
contfHct? — A.  I  think  there  are  two  or  three.     I  will  enumerate  them  all,  including  those 
which  have  been  specified.     Spars,  for  instance,  which  were  covered  by  the  first  contract,  we 
pot  into  the  second;  ventilating  pipes,  covered  by  the  first  conti-act,  and  according  to  this 
specification,  we  put  in  the  second  ;  side-ladders,  covered  by  the  first  contract,  we  put  into 
"»e  second ;  quarter-galleries  are  in  the  original  contract,  but  they  are  not  in  the  second  con- 
t^t.   They  were  omitted  altogether.     To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  brass  canopies  are  in 
^  first  contract  only.     They  will  be  considered  as  done  under  the  first ;  they  were  considered 
J*  outfits.    The  head-pump  was  in  the  first  contract.     The  steering-wheel  was  to  be  made 
^T  the  first  contract.     The  board  did  not  consider  the  steering-wheel  as  belonging  to  the 
hull,  and  consequently  it  was  put  among  the  things  to  be  done  to  complete  the  snip,  and 
*l*en  Mr.  McKay  was  relieved  from  the  work  in  the  second  contract  to  be  done  by  the  block- 
pickers,  be  was  relieved  from  making  the  steering-wheel.     I  will  say  that  my  impression 
|>  that  force-pumps  were  also  in  the  first  contract,  but  I  am  not  so  sure  about  those.    Tow- 
•J^-bitts  are  in  the  first  contract,  but  by  verbal  authority  of  the  bureau   they  were  after- 
^ardtbanged  into  topsail-sheet  bitts.     That  is  a  mere  change ;  the  expense  is  greater  for 
^io^'bitts  than  topsail- sheet  bitts.    The  contract  specifies  that  the  iire-room  stanchions  shall 
*^^ree  inches  in  diameter.     They  were  made  four  inches  in  diameter,  because  we  found  they 
^^e  Dot  strong  enough.    That  is  clearly  an  addition. 
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Q.  Did  he  charf^e  yoa  extra  for  that  ? — A.  O,  yes  ;  he  wants  to  be  paid  extra  for  that 
He  has  a  right  to  charge  for  that,  bat  I  doo't  understand  that  he  should  charge  for  it, 
and  I  will  explain  why.  Coal-scuttles  in  the  deck  were  to  be  cut  to  let  the  coal  down  into 
the  coal-bunkers  ;  and  I  told  Mr.  McKay  that,  in  consideration  of  his  increasing  the  size  of 
the  stanchions,  we  would  cut  the  coal-scuttles  to  balance  the  account,  as  we  did  not  want  any 
extra  bills.  Cutting  the  coal-scuttles  did  not  cost  quite  as  much  as  increasing  the  stanch- 
ions. 

Q.  That  was  done  as  an  offset  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  an  offset.  We  did  not  want  any  extra 
bills,  and  intended  that  as  an  offset.  The  advantage  was  rather  in  favor  of  the  Government, 
I  think.    Nothing  else  occurs  to  me  of  any  consequence. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  McKay  complete  the  vessol ready  for  sea? — A.  It  takes  both  contracts  to  do 
that. 

Q.  How  much  do  the  contracts  amount  to  when  the  vessel  is  ready  for  seat — A.  $173,500 ; 
1148,500  being  one,  and  $25,000  the  other. 

Q.  How  much  work  has  been  done  by  the  Government  to  assist  him  in  the  completion  of 
that  vessel  ? — A.  The  Government  furnished  the  labor  to  get  out  the  frame,  sawed  it  out,  and 
molded  it,  too,  to  the  extent  of  $7,120.19,  and  also  the  galvanizing  work — galvanizing  the 
bolts  to  bolt  the  frame  together.  That  amounts  to  less  than  $100.  The  Grovemment  had 
this  work  done,  but  it  will  be  charged  to  Mr.  McKay.  The  live-oak  furnished  by  the  Gov- 
ernment by  that  contract  cost  $48,990.39.  The  second  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  does  not 
cover  the  making  of  the  blocks,  making  the  block-stops,  nor  galvanizing  the  block-stops. 
It  does  not  cover  any  work  the  block-makers  are  to  do.  The  chief  said  that  all  work  that 
block-makers  do,  he  was  to  be  relieved  from.  In  this  navy -yard  the  block-makers  make  the 
steering-wheels.  In  the  Norfolk  yard,  the  joiners  make  the  steering-wheels ;  and,  as  this 
ship  was  contracted  for  here  and  our  block-makers  make  the  steering-wheels,  he  was  re- 
lieved, as  I  stated,  from  making  the  steering-wheels.  Block-makers'  work  was  decided  to 
include  all  blocks,  whether  metol  or  wood.  I  will  furnish  the  items  of  labor  not  covered  by 
either  contract. 

Statement  showing  the  cost  of  labor ^  at  Govtmmtnt  expense^  on  the  Adams, 

Shipwrights',  sawyers',  joiner^',  plumbers',  and  laborers'  work  on  hull,  cutting 
ttirough  bulk-heads  on  coal-scuttles  on  gun  and  berth  decks  ;  altering  iron 
railing  on  forecastle-deck ;  putting  in  coal-scuttles,  air  ports  in  after  water- 
closets  ;  frames  for  coal-scuttles ;  putting  in  mainstay-plates  and  bolts;  cut- 
ting and  boring  holes  for  automatic  pump  and  ventilator ;  making  scuttle  for 
forecastle-deck  for  hoisting  topmast;   catting  ends  of  mizzen-channel   to 

clear  boat-davits  ;  cleaning  vessel,  &c.,  &c.,  &c $3,688  91 

Block-makers',  smiths',  and  painters*  labor  on  blocks 6, 368  38 

Boat- builders'  labor  on  oars,  boat-hooks,  and  covering  oars T 189  07 

Spar-makers'  labor  making  spare  spars 266  90 

Ship-keepers'  labor ;  watch  on  board  ship ..*. 1, 286  20 

11,799  46 
Ship-keepers'  labor , 101  75 

Shipwrights  and  laborers:  Ist,  docking  ship  and  taking  out  of  dock;  chang- 
ing bilge-cocks  from  port- side  ;  cutting  pump- well  for  main  pump,  «&c....  89  64 

11,990  85 

We  are  at  an  expense  here  every  day  of  some  $  t.61  for  ship-keepers  to  take  care  of  the 
ship,  to  keep  it  from  burning  up.  That  labor  added,  makes  $11,779.46  ap  to  the  1st  of 
March. 

Q.  Could  that  vessel,  in  your  opinion,  have  been  built  for  the  same  amount  of  money  in 
the  Boston  yard,  provided  you  haa  worked  the  same  nuinbur  of  hours  ? — A.  Yes.  sir  ;  un- 
questionably ;  provided  we  had  worked  the  same  number  of  hours. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  would  have  got  a  better  ship  f— A.  That  is  very  hard  for  mo  to  say, 
for  I  did  not  inspect  the  ship,  and  dia  not  see  her  until  she  was  about  ready  to  launch.  The 
qualities  of  a  ship  are  to  be  ascertained  in  the  building  of  the  ship  ;  therefore  I  can't  say  as 
to  that. 

Q.  How  does  the  work  on  the  Adams  compare  with  the  work  done  on  the  Essex,  that  waf 
built  at  the  Portsmouth  uavy-yard  ? — A.   favorably,  as  far  as  I  can  see. 

Q.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  contractors  will  give  the  Government  as  good  work  a5 
can  be  done  by  workmen  in  the  navy-yard,  working  under  the  direction  of  the  naval  con* 
struct  or  f — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  recisouable. 

Q.  Was  all  the  material  furnished  by  the  Government  to  build  the  Adams  7; — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  McKay  furnish  f — A.  He  furnished  all  that  the  Government  did  not 
futnish.  I  can  give  you  only  a  general  reply  to  that.  To  answer  it  specifically  I  should 
have  to  take  up  the  whole  process  of  building  the  ship.  He  furnished  everything  that  the 
Government  did  not  furnish,  as  I  understand  it.     He  furnished,  for  instance,  all  the  outside 
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plank,  all  the  beams,  and  all  the  dock-plank ;  all  the  copper- fastening,  all  the  iron-fastening 
and  everTthing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Was  he  not  to  furnish  everjthiDg  but  the  live-oak  by  the  first  contract  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  Donald  McKay*8  yard  situated  ? — A.  Nearly  opposite  the  navy -yard. 

Q.  Was  any  portion  of  the  material  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Adams  worked  out  in 
the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  so  understand.    That  was  before  I  capae  here. 

Q.  Can  yon  give  the  committee  what  it  was  ? — A.  Gettinc[  out  the  frame.  These  orders 
xem  to  be  the  authority  for  doing  that  work,  but  the  cost  of  doing  it  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
contractor. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  of  all  the  work  that  the  Government 
did  on  the  Adams,  and  its  value,  and  all  the  material  except  the  live-oak  ? — A.  I  will  ascer- 
tain that  from  the  books. 

'*NAvy  Department, 
"Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

** November  I,  1873. 

"Sm:  The  commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard  has  been  requested  to  send  to  the  yard 
under  jour  command  the  molds  and  beveling^  for  getting  out  the  frame  of  the  new  sloop  of 
war  of  640  tons  building  at  that  yard,  and  you  will  please  direct  that  the  frame  of  the  new 
iloopof  war  to  be  built  under  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  be  got  out  by  these  molds  and 
be?elinfp. 

'*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

••I.  HANSCOM. 

'' Chirf  of  Bureau. 
"Comaiodore  Eu.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.,  Commandant,'' 

Q.  Is  it  charged  and  paid  for  7 — A.  We  have  not  paid  him  all  the  amount  in  money.  We 
paid  him  partly  in  material.    We  furnished  him  material  and  charged  it  to  him. 

Q.  By  whose  order  7 — A.  The  chief  of  bureau.  When  he  wanted  material  we  furnished 
it  to  him  by  order,  and  charged  it  to  him  at  our  book-price.  We  have  a  bill  against  him  of 
9^;918.67  on  the  first  contract,  which  we  charged  him  just  the  same  as  money.  This  bill 
will  be  increased  by  charging  him  for  sawing  out  frame.  That  was  for  material  furnished 
^m  onr  stores.  We  furnished  him  all  the  bolting-copper  for  bolts  and  all  the  sheathing- 
^per  to  sheathe  her  with,  by  order  of  the  chief. 

Q.  Was  the  material  used  on  the  Adams  and  furnished  by  Government  transported  to 
XcKaj'syard,  at  Ea»t  Boston,  at  his  expense  t — A.  All  that  has  been  furnished  him  since  1 
liare  been  here  has  been  transported  at  his  expense. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  it  was  previous  to  your  coming  here  f — A.  I  can,  by  examining  the 
books,  and  by  information  which  I  can  get  in  the  yard.  (I  have  since  discovered  the  live- 
oak  was  transported  at  contractor's  expense.) 

Q.  What  has  been  the  expense  to  the  Government,  outside  of  the  contracts  in  building 
this  Teasel  7— A.  Getting  out  the  frame,  &c.,  $7, 120. 19 ;  cost  of  live-oakjumished,  $48,990.39  ; 
oiakiDg  blocks  and  oars,  ship-keepers,  and  making  alterations,  and  makine  spare  spars, 
111,779.46.  There  was  nothing  said  about  spare  spars  in  the  contract.  Afterward  the 
chief  said  the  ship  should  not  haver  any  spare  spars,  but  it  was  too  late  ;  we  had  them 
made.  Of  course  she  will  not  take  them,  but  the  Government  has  been  to  that  expense. 
TboM  torpedo-spars  were  commenced.  It  was  not  much,  not  more  than  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. Now  we  were  to  furnish  the  material  for  Donald  McKay  on  the  second  contract.  His 
coDtract  was  only  to  do  the  labor ;  all  the  material  was  to  be  furnished  by  the  navy -yard, 
uid  the  amount  of  that  material  furnished  him  by  that  order  up  to  March  1,  1876,  was 
|10,8$).I2.  That  material  was  delivered  to  him  wherever  it  happened  to  be  in  the  yard, 
^  be  hauled  it  over  himself.  If  It  was  coal,  he  would  go  to  the  coal-pile  and  get  it.  If  it 
was  timber,  he  went  to  the  dock  and  got  it. 

Q.  Why  should  he  have  any  coiU  f — A.  We  were  ordered  by  the  bureau  to  furnish  hi  a 
witd  coal  to  do  his  iron- work.  That  was  a  point  I  was  not  satisfied  about,  and  I  would 
i^  give  it  to  him  until  we  got  an  order  from  the  Department,  (I  don*t  know  whether  it 
was  from  the  Secretary  or  the  chief,)  that  that  was  embraced  in  the  material  that  was  to 
h«  ^mished.  I  never  thmght  it  should  be  furnished,  and  refused  to  let  him  have  it,  and 
■0  did  the  commandant,  until  we  got  that  ine  pretation. 

Q.  Will  you  tarnish  that  order,  and  how  much  coal  you  furnished  him,  and  its  cost  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir.  We  furnished  him  files  also.  A  file  used  up,  you  know,  is  used  up  forever.  By 
^^r  of  the  Department  we  furnished  1  i  n  files,  coal,  and  oil.  All  those  things,  of  course,  we 
^|d  not  think  we  ought  to  furnish  him  until  we  got  the  authority  to  do  so.  VVe  furnished 
bim  blacksmith-tong^  by  the  same  order.  I  thought  that  perhaps  he  ousht  to  have 
^  toDgg,  because  the  order  was  to  furnish  tools,  bat  I  did  not  think  that  coal  was  a  tool 
^7  sny  means.  I  should  say  that  a  file  could  not  be  considered  a  tool,  for  this  reason : 
^Vb«n  a  ship-carpeut^r  comes  into  the  yard  to  work,  he  brings  a  chest  of  tools  with  him, 
l>Qt  nobody  expects  him  to  bring  files.  When  a  blacksmith  comes  to  work,  he  brings  his 
own  hammer  and  tongs,  but  he  cToes  not  bring  files,  and  nobody  expects  him  to  do  it.     I 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 
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furnished  him,  without  anj  he^^itation  at  all,  the  zinc  required  to  galvaniase  his  iron,  just  as 
much  as  fthe  iron,  but  I  thoug^ht  it  was  rather  too  much  fur  him  to  ask  for  coal,  oil,  and 
files,  and  I  wanted  authority, 

•*  Navy  Department, 
**  Bureau  of  Construction  and  RePAiR, 

''June  10,  1875. 

"BiR:  In  relation  to  the  questions  of  furnishing  materials,  tools,  and  facilities  to  Mr. 
Donald  McKay,  required  in  his  agreement  to  complete  the  United  States  sloops  Adams  and 
Essex,  you  will  please  deliver  such  articles,  tools,  &c.,  as  are  well  known  to  be  required  to 
do  the  work  called  for  on  the  vessels  when  not  at  the  navy-yard,  keeping  an  accurate  ac- 
count of  and  charging:  all  materials  used  to  the  ship,  and  the  tools,  &.C.,  to  Mr.  McKay, 
taking  a  receipt  for  their  return,  with  the  value  of  the  same,  and  a  statement  from  said 
McKay  that  if  the  tools  are  not  returned,  the  amount  shall  be  deducted  from  the  last  pay- 
ment, which  will  be  due  when  the  vessels  are  completed.  Mr.  McKay  will  have  the  privi- 
lege of  pursuing  the  work  required  by  his  agreement  on  these  vessels  while  they  are  at  East 
Boston  receiving. their  machinery,  and  also  to  do  such  portions  of  the  work  at  East  Bos- 
ton as  is  necessary  to  advance  the  work  after  the  vessels  are  returned  to  the  navy-yard. 
Please  furnish  Mr.  McKay  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 
"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

**  I.  HANSCOM, 
**  Ckuf  of  Bureau. 
**  Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.  , 

**  Commandant  Navji-Yard^  Boston,^^ 

Statement  of  the  cost  of  coal^oil,  and  filet,  delivered  Mr,  McKay,  for  the  United  Statet 

sloop  Adams. 

IS/Mi  tooB  bituminous  coal ..........> |98  48 


iriitei^»*> 


1|  gallons  sperm-oil 2  49 

5  gallons  lard-oil 4  00 

6  49 


9  1^  dozen  assorted  files 79  64 


12. 


**U.  8.  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
''Naval  Constructor's  Office,  April  12,  1875. 

*•  Sir  :  In  obedience  to  jour  order  of  April  2d,  1875,  we  convened  as  a  board  at  navy-yard» 
Boston,  and  have  estimated  the  cost  of  completing  the  United  States  sloop  Adams,  cov- 
ering labor  only,  for  outfits,  stores,  masts,  spars,  &c.,  comprising  all  work  coming  under 
construction  and  repair,  to  fit  said  vessel  for  sea,  not  covered  by  the  contract  and  specifica- 
tions of  Donald  McKay,  to  build  said  vessel,  and  have  to  report  as  follows : 

"  Cost  of  labor  for  outfits,  including  miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c $15,275  00 

*'  Masts  and  spars,  including  boat-spars 6, 450  00 

**  Seven  boats,  including  steam-cutter 4,800  00 

^*  Blocks,  including  sheaving-bitts,  chocks,  &c 4,000  00 

**Tanks 400  00 

"Casks 300  00 

♦* Furniture 2,000  00 

»*Xotal 33,225  00' 

Q.  How  does  the  work  on  the  Adams  compare  in  all  respects  with  that  done  in  the  navy 
yard  t—  A.  In  many  respects  it  compares  favorably ;  in  other  respects,  it  is  not  so  good.     J 


^ ^ .  pay 

mentand  reservation-bills  were  made?— A.  The  first  contract  has  never  yet  been  reported 
completed,  and  he  has  never  had  his  final  payment  on  the  first  contract 

Q.  Have  the  reservation-bills  been  approved  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  no  reservation-bills  have  beef 
paid*  him,  nor  has  he  had  his  final  payment  on  bis  first  contract.    He  cannot  get  any  mon 

money  until  the  ship  is  ready  tor  sea.  ,         ,  ,  r    ^      ^  t   ^  .^ 

Q.  Was  the  question  ever  raised,  to  your  knowledge,  as  to  whether  the  contract  Jiad  beei 
completed  in  all  respects?— A.  No,  sir;  it  has  not  been  raised,  because  nobody  ever  sup- 
posed it  had  been  completed. 
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Q.  Who  was  the  ^jtovemment  inspector  oo  the  Adams  when  she  was  on  the  stocks,  or  np 
io  the  time  the  first  contract  was  closed  7— A«  Mr.  Pook  was  the  inspector  when  she  was  on 
the  stocks.  I  relieved  Mr.  Pook  at  this  yard,  bat  I.  L.  Hanscom  relieved  him  as  inspector 
of  the  Adams,  and  I  relieved  Mr.  Hanscom  a  short  time  before  the  ship  was  launched. 

Q.  Were  any  bills  paid  on  his  first  or  any  subsequent  contract  for  extra  work,  detentions, 
orotberwise  f — A.  Not  to  my  knowledg^e.   1  never  heard  of  any  bills  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Was  any  estimate  made  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  Adams  after  the  first  contract  7 — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  By  a  board  of  naval  constructors. 

Q.  Have  you  that  estimate  t — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  contractor  do  what  you  estimated  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  did  not,  because  he  did 
not  do  the  blocks.  "  Blocks,  including  sheaving-bitts,  chocks,  &c.,  $4,000.**  On  the  second 
contract  Mr.  McKay  made  the  spars,  but  not  the  tanks  and  casks.  Neither  of  those  things 
did  b«  famish.  I  have  a  list  in  detail,  which  we  made  for  our  own  satisfaction  and  informa* 
tioD,  of  the  things  which  were  to  be  done,  and  this  report  to  the  bureau  was  made  up  from 
that  list. 

Q.  That  is  what  he  did  7 — A.  No,  sir;  we  really  don't  know  what  he  did :  but  it  was  our 
proriDce  to  estimate  what  the  ship  would  cost  to  finish,  and  we  said  that  it  would  cost 
i:fi,225.  Mr.  McKay  had  a  contract  to  finish  her  for  $^'),000,  but  he  was  not  to  make  the 
blocks.  The  board  of  constructors  had  considerable  controversy  as  to  what  was  covered 
bj  the  contract  and  what  not,  which  we  only  decided  by  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  chief, 
saying  that  the  hull  only  was  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  contract  There  is  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion  among  naval  constructors  where  the  hull  stops  and  outfit  begins. 

Q.  By  whom  was  this  estimate  made,  and  by  whose  ordexB  ? — A.  By  the  order  of  the 
chief  of  hurean. 

Q.  How  much  more,  if  anything,  is  paid  to  Donald  McKay  to  complete  the  Adams,  taking 
into  consideration  any  work  done  in  the  navy-yard,  than  it  could  have  been  done  for 
according  to  the  estimate  in  the  Boston  yard  f — A.  According  to  our  estimate,  no  more. 

Q.  How  long  will  it  take  to  c  >mplete  her  f — A.  She  could  be  completed  ready  for  sea  in  a 
BMQth.    I  don't  know  how  long  he  will  be. 

Q.  Can  you  give  a  correct  statement  of  what  the  cost  of  that  vessel  will  be  when  she  is 
complete  and  r^dy  for  sea,  with  the  crew  on  board  in  commission,  and  away  from  the  yard  f — 
A.  A  very  close  estimate  could  be  made  of  what  it  will  cost  to  complete  her  ready  for  sea. 

Q-  Do  yon  know  whether  there  has  been  any  estimate  of  that  kind  made  f — A.  There 
BCTer  has  been.    We  seldom  make  any  such  estimate. 

Q.  You  never  have  been  ordered  to  make  any  such  estimate  ? — A.  We  never  have. 

Q.  Was  the  Adams  docked  at  the  Boston  yard,  and  at  whose  expense  7— A.  She  was 
blocked  at  the  Boston  yard  the  first  time  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  but  the  second 
tiote  the  cost  of  docking  will  be  charged  to  Mr.  McKay.  I  was  not  here  at  the  time.  I 
*u  away  on  a  boarQ,  I  think  at  the  (Government's  expense :  because  the  second  contract 
piorides  that  he  shall  have  the  use  of  the  dock. 

Q.  Was  any  additional  amount  paid  for  launching  the  Adams  7 — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Sboald  there  have  been  ? — A.  There  should  not  have  been.  I  am  not  aware  that  any- 
t^ingever  was  paid.     I  think  not.     I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  before. 

Q.  Is  there  nothing  of  that  kind  on  your  books  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  we  loaned  the  contractor 
^cles,  however.  W  e  loaned  him  chains,  blocks,  and  other  things  required  in  launching 
^  ship,  by  order  of  the  bureau. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  was  the  vessel  coppered  ? — A.  Mr.  McKay's. 

Q-  Was  he  assisted  in  the  work  in  any  way  7 — A.  She  was  coppered  at  the  expense  of  Mr. 
McKay.  Whether  he  received  any  assistance,  I  am  unable  to  say,  because  1  was  away 
*hen  she  was  coppered. 

Q>  Was  that  under  the  first  or  second  contract  ?— A.  That  was  under  the  first  contract.  I 
^*«  absent  at  the  time  on  the  board  of  constructors  appointed  to  examine  the  navy-yards. 

Q*  Do  you  know  what  bills  were  approved  when  you  were  away  on  that  board  ? — A.  I  do 
'^^ibntl  do  not  think  there  was  any.  1  will  ascertain.  (1  have  ascertained  that  one  bill  wa* 
M^pnired  by  John  L.  Han:icom,  and  one  by  F.  L.  Fernald,  for  $5,000  each,  on  the  Adams, 
^  others  on  the  Essex. 

^'  Was  Donald  McKay  furnished  with  any  material  from  the  construction-stores  in  the 
^V)n  yard  that  was  not  called  for  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government  under  bis  first  or 

V'T  subsequent  contract  f — A.  He  was  furnished  and  charged  with  material  by  order  of  the 

chief. 
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Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  October  29 

iDvoice  of  articles  shipped  by  Theodore  D.  Wilson,  naval  constmctor,  United  Sa 
on  board  the  steam-sloop  No.  1,  Commander  C.  C.  Carpenter,  master,  boond 
yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  consigned  to  the  commandant,  all  on  account  and  r 
United  States  Navy  Department. 

Fore  and  main : 

34  chain-heads. 
34  bottoms  of  chains. 
16  channel-stay  heads. 
]  6  bottoms  of  stays. 
16  arms  for  sttiys. 

4  heads  for  top-g^Uant  back-stays. 

4  bottoms  for  top-gallant  back-stays. 

Mizzen: 

10  chain-heads. 

]0  bottoms  for  chains. 

4  channel-stay  heads  and  4  arms. 

4  bottoms  for  same. 
44  ring-bolts  for  chains  and  channel-stays. 

For  main  and  mizzen : 

TZ  chain-bolts  and  preventer-bolts. 

64  Staples  and  plates  for  chains  and  channel-staya. 

44  preventer-plates. 

20  Knees  for  channels. 

38  double  evebolts. 

S8  train-tackle  eyebolts. 
207  Hammock-hooks. 

80  port-hooks  and  80  eyes  for  same. 

95  ring-bolts  fot  ports  and  two  large  stanchions. 

43  stanchions,  feet  for  poop  and  forecastle  deck. 

22  hatch-rings. 

225  rivets  for  hammock-stanchions. 
2  bolts  and  nuts  for  bobstay-plates. 

1  clasp  and  two  eyes  for  flying-jib  boom. 

2  pump-standards,  straps  and  kevs. 

2  pump-brakes  with  keys,  (complete.) 
6  pump-connections. 

21  oreeching-bolts. 
158  eyebolts. 

25  ring-bolts. 

54  bolts  for  channel>8tay  arms  for  main  and  mizzen. 
Bowsprit,  finished. 
Jib  boom,  unfinished. 
.Jib-boom,  flying,  unfinished. 
Channels,  complete. 
2  pieces  bow-chocks. 
Between-deck  stanchions,  partly  done. 
Fife-rail,  partly  done. 
Pin-rail,  partly  done. 
52  sections  for  wardroom  and  steerage,  complete,  except  putting  ib  banisten 

racked  in  boxes, 
cabin  sections  partiallv  complete. 
Plank  for  cabin  and  wardroom  cornice  partly  worked. 
3,500  B.  ft.,  1|  in  bulkhead  plank,  finished. 
3,000  B.  ft.,  if  in  bulkhead  plauk,  finished. 
250  B.  ft.,  hammock-rail,  sheathing  boards,  finished. 
]5  pieces  gun-cleats,  (boards.) 
22  oak  stanchions,  (boards.) 
Head  and  gangway  boards. 
1  sky-light,  finished,  except  glazing. 
1  sky-light,  unfinished. 

Poles  with  wardroom,  cabin,  and  steerage  section  marked. 
Plan-boards  of  wardroom,  cabin,  and  steerage  cornice. 
4  water-closets. 
2  water-closets,  bends. 
13  port-light  linings. 
8  sea  eock«coupliugs. 
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21  port-light  drips . 
4  sets  main-pamp  boxes. 
6  pieces  main-pump  pipes. 
4  bulkhead  (pites. 

1  brass  batt. 
4  batt-heads. 

20  pieces  for  main  pumps. 

6  stanchions  for  sky-lights. 

6  comer-pieces  for  butts. 
20  comer-pieces  for  channels. 

8  stanchion-sockets. 

2  caps  for  bitt-heads. 

16  pieces  for  shifting  rail. 
2  ventilators. 

1  force-pump. 

2  cast-iron  bitts. 

1  set  forges  for  pumps. 

3  slide-bolts. 

2  maeazine  overflows. 
2  deck-pipes. 

2  pipe-covers. 
2?J  brass  balls. 
1  belaying-pin. 

T.  D.  WILSON, 
Naval  Constructor f  United  States  Navy, 
Approved : 

A.  BRYSON, 
Commodore  Commanding,  United  States  Aavy. 

Q'  Can  jou  tell  whether  any  was  furnished  previouslj  to  your  coming  here  T — A.  I  can 
^^^  bv  referring  to  the  books.  He  was  furnished  material  on  his  first  contract  by  order 
of  the  bareao,  acd  he  charged  with  the  cost  of  it. 

"  Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

*'Januahf  31,1874. 

"Sm:  Ton  are  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  io  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  under  approval  of  the 
^cer  sopervisine  the  construction  of  the  sloop-of-wur  building  by  him  under  contract  with 
Jiiis  boreau,  such  articles  of  timber,  lumber,  iron,  composition  and  copper  as  may  be  on 
"^d  in  the  yard  under  your  command  and  can  be  spared,  and  as  he  may  require,  from  time 
^tiioe,  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  that  vessel,  the  cost  of  such  articles  to  be  charged 
^  Mr.  McKay,  and  deducted  at  Oovemment  cost  from  the  payments  undor  his  contract. 
'oa  are  also  authorized,  in  case  he  requires  it,  to  have  the  bending  of  the  water-ways, 
pl&ok-sheers,  and  chocks,  and  certain  galvanizing  work  for  the  vessel  done,  the  cost  to  be 
^^ed  against  his  contract  in  like  manner. 
"  &8pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

»•  I.  HANSCOM, 
*»  Chitf  of  Bureau, 
'' Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 
i         "  Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.*'' 

Q.  About  when  did  the  Essex  arrive  at  the  Boston  yard  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ? — A 
^ber  31,  1874. 

Q.  Was  there  any  material  received  for  her  that  had  not  been  put  in  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

%  Can  you  state  what  it  was,  with  the  value  of  the  materials  and  labor  performed  on  it  ? 
^A.  I CAQ  famish  a  statement. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  had  any  men  employed  on  the  Essex  since  she  arrived  at  the 
^<I7— A.  Yes,  sir;  ship'keepers.  The  labor  we  have  performed  on  the  Essex  since  she 
^e  here  is  as  follows :  Shipwrights*  labor  on  engine-kelsons,  pillow-blocks,  boring  and 
^tting  hole,  block- maker's  ana  smith's  labor,  making  blocks,  docking  the  ship,  ship- 
«<»per'8  hibor,  &c  ,  $8,352.49. 

Q.^  Has  the  work  of  completing  the  vessel  been  contracted  out ;  and,  if  so,  to  whom  ?— 
^  ^'es;  contracted  to  Mr.  McKay. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

.  Q-  All  that  work  was  done  by  the  Government ! — A.  Some  of  this  was  in  process  of  be- 
I^Mone  while  he  was  completion  her,  such  as  making  the  blocks,  docking  the  ship,  fasten- 
lU?  the  engine-kelsons,  cutting  holding  down  bolts,  &,c.  The  other  parts,  making  the 
*^locks  and  smith's  work,  we  are  doing  as  we  have  men,  while  he  is  going  on. 
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Q.  Before  this  work  was  contracted  out,  was  any  estimate  made  as  to  what  it  wof 
to  finish  her  in  all  respects  readj  for  sea  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  produce  a  copy  of  that  es 

Cost  of  labor  to  complete  the  hull,  including  miscellaneous  labor  and  outfits. .  $42, 

Masts  and  spars,  including^  boat-spars 6, 

To  build  seven  boats,  (those  boats  are  commenced, )  including  steam-cutter 3, 

Blocks,  including  sheaying-bitts,  chocks,  &c 4, 

Tanks  ..^ 

Casks 

To  complete  furniture •»••  1, 

That  furniture  was  commenced  also.    That  is  the  report  which  we  made  to  the 
chief  of  bureau,  the  items  in  the  total  amounting  to 57, 

Mr.  McKay  contracts  to  do  items  to  the  amount,  according  to  our  estimate,  of  i 
His  contract  was  for  $46,000. 

Q.  Were  the  items  in  the  estimate,  in  your  opinion,  sufficient  to  complete  the  shi 
The  estimate  made  by  the  board,  $57,799,  was  to  complete  the  ship. 

Q.  You  have  omittea  so  much  for  the  Government  to  do ;  with  what  you  have  omi 
the  Government  to  do,  and  the  work  to  be  performed  Mr.  McKay,  will  that  com  pi 
ship  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.    Deducting  all  the  doubtful  items,  that  will  complete  the  ship, 
the  Essex  came  here  from  Kittery,  she  was  in  a  very  uDfiuished  condition.    Tails  of 
were  sticking  out  as  if  she  had  been  onl  v  partly  calked. 

Q.  Did  yon  g^ve  the  Essex  credit  for  the  material  on  hand  in  the  hold  7 — A.  Yes,  i 
part;  as  we  say,  for  instance,  **  to  complete  the  fumitare.** 

Q.  Who  were  the  board  that  made  this  estimate  T — A.  Mr.  Hart,  M.  Easby,  Mr.  I 
Mr.  Mintonye,  to  mention  them  in  the  order  they  appear  on  the  register. 

Q.  Was  all  the  work  to  be  done  to  finish  the  vessel  contracted  out  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  the  work  that  the  Government  reserved  to  do  itself  7 — A. 
$A,500.    That  was  our  estimate  of  the  cost.     It  may  exceed  that,  for  all  I  know. 

Q.  What  facilities  were  furnished  the  contractor  in  doing  the  work  ? — A.  All  the  f 
that  he  asked  for  under  his  contract,  such  as  furnishing  a  shop  to  build  hia  boats  in, 
furnishing  the  use  of  the  saw-mill  to  plane  his  timber  when  he  wanted  to  plane  it, 
nishin^  the  labor.  I  think  we  furnished  him  one  or  two  fires,  if  I  mistake  not^  but  a( 
eral  thing  h^  did  all  his  smiths  work  over  at  East  Boston.    He  did  not  ask  us  very 

Q.  In  your  estimate,  you  estimated  all  those  thin^,  men  for  running  the  tools,  ) 
facilities  of  the  yard  f— A.  We  estimated  our  labor.  He  hired  the  men  tor  running  th 
In  the  saw-mills,  of  course,  he  didnU  pav  the  firemen,  for  we  were  running  the  tn 
simply  gave  him  a  bench,  and  said  to  him,  **  Now  send  your  men  and  saw  it  out.** 
the  use  of  our  men  and  steam.   It  was  not  much  of  a  job  any  way. 

Q.  If  the  Government  had  done  the  entire  work  at  the  Boston  yard,  could  you  ha 
it  for  a  less  amount  than  is  now  to  be  paid  7 — A.  We  could  have  done  it  for  our  es 
amount,  in  my  judgment,  $57,795.    We  thought  it  was  a  liberal  estimate. 

O.  What  quantity  of  iron,  copper,  and  other  material  has  been  shipped  from  tl 
within  the  past  two  years  7 — A.  I  don't  think  there  has  been  anything  but  iron  and 
shipped. 

Q.  By  whom  and  by  whose  order  f — ^A.  We  shipped  a  quantity  of  iron  to  John  Ro 
order  of  the  chief  of  bureau.  The  quantity  I  can  state  from  the  booka.  Coppe 
&c.,  was  shipped  to  Washington  navy-yard,  some  lead  to  Kitterv. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  that  the  Government  rejected  being  afterward  re 
— A.  No  rejected  material  has  been  received  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Didn  t  Mr.  McKay  in  his  second  contract  agree  to  compl<ste  the  vessel.? — ^A.  ] 
to  complete  her  in  all  respects,  except  those  reservations  by  the  bureau. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  asked  if  you  would  like  to  go  to  Japan  by  any  one  in  the  Depa^ 
— A.  No,  sir.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  be  asked  that  question,  because  it  would  im] 
they  wanted  to  send  me  there,  and  that  is  the  place  of  all  others  to  which  I  do  not 

go- 
Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  of  sending  any  eonstmctor  to  Japan  or  China  t— A.  1 

there  was  a  talk  about  it. 

Q.  When  T — A.  Just  about  the  time  the  new  constructors  were  made.    There  w 

new  constructors  made,  and  just  about  that  time  there  was  talk  of  what  shonld 

with  them.    I  regarded  it  as  nothing  but  talk.    It  was  said,  **  Wei),,  we  shall  have 

some  of  the  new  fellows  to  China  or.  Japan,"  and  Hichborn  was  picked  out  as  an 

youngest  men,  and  as  a  first-rate  man  to  send  there  ;  in  talk,  I  mean.    It  was  notL 

talk.    I  heard  it  from  the  line-officers.    Thev  would  say,  **  You  constructors  have  gc 

there  are  now  so  many  of  you.*'    It  was  nothing  but  talk.    I  did  not  regard  it  as  ai 

serious  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  examined  Mr.  McKay's  first  contract  on  the  Adams  7«~  A.  Yes,  sir. 
(^.  Did  he  agree  to  furnish  the  material  and  labor  tobuild  the  hull  except  the  live-o 
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ber  for  the  frame,  and  to  deliver  the  ship  at  the  navy-yard  within  nine  months  in  that  con 
tnctT— A.  My  recollection  agrees  with  that. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  "  baiTding  the  hall  of  a  ship,"  amon^  ship-bailders  f — A.  To  baild 
the  hall  of  a  ship,  among  ship-bimders,  means  everything  which  is  not  clearly  considered  as 
outfits. 

Q.  Does  not  the  specification  belong  to  and  form  a  part  of  the  first  contract  with  Mr . 
MeKsj  7— \  Yes,  sir ;  it  forms  a  part  of  the  contract. 

Q.  Will  you  give  ns  a  sworn  copy  of  that  specification  7— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  have  it 
made. 

Q.  Was  there  any  labor  or  material  to  build  the  hull  excepted  in  the  contract  or  specifi- 
citiQDs7— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  material  excepted  by  the  Government,  the  live-oii^  frame. 

Q.  The  idea  was  to  build  the  ship  complete.  Now,  then,  state  what  part  of  the  material 
he  was  not  to  famish  to  build  the  hull  f — A.  He  was  not  to  furnish  the  hve-oak  timber. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  exception  of  labor  or  material  in  the  first  contract  T — A.  The 
lire-oak  timber  is  a  prominent  item,  but  I  should  have  to  look  over  the  contract  to  see.  I 
do  Dot  think  Unere  is  any  other  exception  than  the  live-oak  timber  in  this  contract. 

Q.  Are  not  these  words  used  in  tne  contract :  "  Nor  is  the  omission  in  the  specification  of 
any  detail  or  object  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  intent  and  spirit  of  this  agreement  to 
be  to  the  detriment  of  the  United  States  "  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  so.      ^ 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay  do  all  the  labor  on  the  ship  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

9-  Who  got  out  the  frame  f — A.  The  Government  got  the  frame  out. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  was  it  7 — A.  The  Government  expense,  but  it  is  to  be  charged  to 
MeKaj. 

Q.  Was  the  firame  planed  by  the  Government  7 — A.  Planed  and  sawed,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, but  it  is  to  be  charged  to  McKay. 

Q.  Who  lined  out  by  the  molds  the  live-oak  frame  ? — A.  That  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ttcertaio  positively,   but  I  will  give  it  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Q.  Who  paid  those  men  who  lined  out  the  frame  ? — A.  That  I  don't  know  ;  but  I  will 
uceitain.  Men  molding  frame  were  paid  by  Government,  but  the  whole  is  to  be  charged 
to  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  Doyoa  know  the  names  of  the  men? — A.  No,  sir;  all  this  was  done  before  I  came 
bere.  1  ghoald  have  to  get  the  information  from  the  clerks,  master-workmen,  d^c. 

Q.  How  much  did  it  cost  the  Government  for  labor  spent  in  getting  out  the  frame  T — A . 
Sereo  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  nineteen  cents  ;  that  is  what  I  have 
beeo  informed  it  cost  the  Government  to  gat  that  frame  out,  but  the  cost  is  to  be  charged  to 
McKay.  * 

Q.  Are  not  the  bowsprit,  bowsprit-cap,  and  placing  the  same,  a  part  of  a  contract  to 
boild  the  hull,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  te^m  1 — A.  I  think  it  is,  in  the  common  ac- 
ttptatioD  of  the  term, 

Q.  Is  not  the  coppering  in  the  specifications  in  the  same  manner  as  other  items  are  in  the 
ipecifications  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  furnished  the  copper,  and  at  whose  expense  was  the  ship  docked  to  copper,  and 
who  coppered  the  ship  f — A.  The  Government  furnished  the  copper.  Donald  McKay  pud 
for  it.   It  was  charged  to  McKay. 

Q.  Wm  the  coppering  of  the  ship  put  in  the  second  contract  ?«-A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Donald  McKay  paid  for  the  copper  nnder  his  first  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't 
think  there  is  anything  about  the  copper  in  the  second  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Donald  McKay  paid  for  that  <^pper  7 — A.  I  know  that  he  is 
^^  with  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  has  been  taken  out  of  his  bill  ? — A.  It  has  been  deducted 
^  the  amount  due  him  by  the  Government. 

Q.  And  allowed  f — A.  That  has  got  to  be  settled  yet.     It  will  be  allowed. 

Q'  Is  there  any  dispute  in  relation  to  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  At  whose  expense  was  the  ship  docked  to  copper  ? — A.  My  impression  is  at  the  Govern- 
^t's  expense,  though  I  was  not  here  when  she  was  docked.  This  expense  will  be  charged 
to  McKay. 

Q.  What  woald  be  the  expense  of  docking  that  ship  in  a  private  dock,  according  to  the 
'^  terms  f — A*  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  charges  for  docking  a  ship  outside.  I  will 
>«»tainthat. 

Q.  Wis  the  ship  reealked  in  dock  all  over  before  coppering  her  bottom  f — ^A.  As  I  was 
absent  at  that  time,  on  a  board,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  say. 

Q>  Is  it  not  stated  in  the  specifications  for  building  the  Adams,  that,  **  in  the  absence  of 
^7  specification  or  detail,  the  vesse  s  building  in  the  navy-yard  by  the  Gtovornment  will  be 
^  guide  in  completing  the  contract-ship  f  *'—  A.  I  don't  think  that  is  the  exact  language, 
^specification  ^ays,  **In  any  omissions  of  detail,  the  vessels  building  in  the  navy-yard 
*ill  be  the  guide." 

Q*  Does  it  not  say,  further,  **  In  completing  the  contrac^8hip  7" — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  the 
end  of  it. 

Q-  That  i«,  any  omissions  of  details  in  tlie  specifications  7  —A.  It  says,  "  In  any  omissions 
^'detail/'    Of  course  it  means  in  the  Hpecitications.      It  does  not  say  so. 
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Q.  Those  specifications  are  attached  and  belong  to  the  first  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  understand  that  it  is  stated  that  everjthinp^  in  the  first  contract  with  M 
McKay,  and  the  specifications  belonging  thereto,  is  to  be  done  under  Mr.  McKay's  first  coi 
tract  f — A.  I  think  that  will  be  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  There  are  a  number  of  thing 
in  the  second  contract. 

Q.  I  donU  want  the  second  contract  at  all.  I  want  to  know  what  his  first  contract  wa 
for.     Do  you  understand  that  first  contract  as  it  reads  T — A.  Unquestionably.  • 

Q.  Everything  that  is  stated  in  the  contract  and  in  the  specifications  is  to  be  done  und< 
thr  first  contract  ? — A.  Under  that  first  contract,  without  orders  to  the  contrary  from  th 
bureau.   Whatever  comes  from  the  bureau  is  to  be  done. 

Q.  You  understood  that  Mr.  McKay  was  to  do  everything  that  was  in  this  contract  an 
those  specifications  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  should  have  made  him  do  every  one  of  them 
if  I  had  not  had  orders  from  the  bureau. 

Q.  You  said  to  Mr.  Jones  that  the  first  contract  is  not  completed.  Is  there  not  a  8econ< 
contract  with  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  some  of  the  work  that  is  in  the  specifications,  and  in  the  first  contract,  in  th 
second  contract  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  second  contract? — A.  Twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Will  yon  give  the  committee  the  amount  of  the  work  and  material  embraced  in  the  sec 
ond  contract  that  you  believe  was  in  the  first : 

• 
Statement  showing  the  estimated  value  of  work  required  to  be  done  under  first   contract,  som 
^    of  which  is  specified  in  said  contract,  and  others  covered  by  the  term,  ''*  outfit  of  hull,  *'  bt 

which  has  not  been  done  on  said  contract: 

Specified  work : 

Quarter-galleries 82,000  C 

Force-pumps  were  not  put  iu  by  the  contractor  on  his  first  contract.   Cost  labor, 

$461.50,  material,  $463.50 925  C 

Side  ladders 350  C 

All  ring  and  eye  bolts 1,000  C 

Ventilating-pipes 300  C 

Steering-wheel 200  C 

Canopies  and  companion-ways 211  ( 

Not  specified,  but  supposed  to  be  covered  iu  the  term  **  outfits  for  hull : " 

Hold-fittings 450  0 

Capstan .^ 603  C 

Hammock-hooks  and  staples *. 150  C 

Masts  and  spars  are  specified  but  are  not  considered  as  **  outfits  for  hull  *' 10,556  s 

Q.  What  amount  of  the  work  embraced  in  the  first  contract  was  put  into  the  second  coi 
tract,  in  your  estimation,  regardless  of  any  orders  to  the  contrary  from  the  bureau  f- 
A.  The  amount  of  work  and  material  embraced  in  the  second  contract  of  thd  Adams,  part  < 
which  is  specified  in  first  contract,  and  other  parts  seem  to  be  covered  by  the  provisions  i 
said  first  contract  to  equip  and  fit  the  hull : 


Masts  and  spars $10,556  I 

Side  ladders 350  ( 

Eye-bolts  of  all  kinds *-      1,000  ( 

Hammock-hooks 150  ( 

Hold-fittings 400  ( 

Q.  Is  the  building  of  the  spars  in  the  specifications  belonging  to  the  first  contract  T — ^ 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  building  the  hull  of  a  ship  by  contract,  does  not  the  ship-builder,  according  to  tl 
custom  of  ship-builders  in  the  port  of  Boston,  or  adjacent  ports,  build  the  boats  as  a  part  < 
the  contract  f — A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  custom  of  ship-builders  here  as  to  tnat. 

Q.  Is  it  usual  for  the  Government  to  contract  with  outside  builders  to  build  the  hull  an 
spars  of  a  ship,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes  f— A.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  coi 
tracts  have  been  made  with  outside  builders. 

Q.  I  sav  usually. — A.  I  can't  say  that  it  is  usual,  except  iu  emergencies.  During  th 
war,  you  know,  we  made  lots  of  contracts. 

Q.  Is  not  the  building  of  the  hull  and  spars  a  usual  form  between  merchants  and  ship 
builders  in  this  vicinity  1 — A.  As  I  said  before,  I  know  very  little  of  the  custom  in  tfaju 
vicinity  ;  but  where  I  came  from  the  hull  and  spars  are  built  by  the  ship-builder. 

Q.  It  is  the  usual  method  of  making  a  contract,  is  it  not?— A.  It  certainly  was. 

Q.  And  that  includes  all  appertaining  to  the  hull  and  the  spars,  without  anything  belong* 
ing  to  them — the  bare  spars  f — A.  Certaialy  ;  tha  t  is  right. 
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Q.  That  is  the  way  you  understand  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  a  contract  is  fulfilled  for  building  the  hull  and  spars  complete,  what  is  left  to  be 
done  to  fit  a  ship  for  sea  besides  the  blocks,  which  includes  the  iron-strapping  of  them,  the 
block-makers' work,  and  the  rigging  and  sails,  other  than  that  which  belongs  to  the  same? — 
A.  Do  yoQ  want  to  know  all  the  things  in  detail  ?  There  are  a  great  many.  I  will  give 
joa  my  opinion  in  a  word,  regardless  of  the  orders  of  the  bureau.  Here  is  a  clause  at  the 
close  of  the  specifications  which  says,  **A11  work  to  be  done  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  and 
to  coDform  to  these  specifications  :  and  any  omission  in  the  specifications  will  not  relieve 
the  part  J  of  the  first  part  of  this  contract  from  performing  the  labor  necessary  to  complete 
the  ship/'  In  the  absence  of  any  further  instructions  from  the  bureau,  I  should  have  in- 
sisted npon  that  ship  being  completed  ready  for  sea.  Since  giving  this  answer,  I  have  ob- 
wired  in  the  contract  that  this  closing  clause  is  limited  to  the  building  and  equipping  the 
haU.  Therefore  anything  outside  of  the  hull,  and  outfits  of  the  hull,  will  not  be  covered 
bj  this  closing  clause. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  ask  yon  this  question,  and  I  want  you  to  answer  it  regardless  of  instruc- 
tions from  the  bureau.  After  a  contract  is  completed  for.  building  the  hull  and  spars  com- 
plete, what  is  left  to  be  done  besides  the  blocks,  the  strapping  of  them,  the  block-makers* 
work,  tbe  rigging,  and  the  sails,  to  fit  a  ship  for  sea,  other  than  that  which  belongs  to  the 
same,  the  provisions  and  supplies,  and  bedaing  for  the  ofiicers  and  crew  f  Did  or  did  not 
the  first  contract  with  Donald  McKay,  coupled  with  the  specifications,  provide  for  all  things 
necessary  for  completing  the  hull  and  spars  of  a  ship  for  sea  ? — A.  Yes,  certainly  ;  that  is, 
M  far  as  hull  and  outfits  of  hull  are  concerned.     The  limitation  in  the  contract  is  certain. 

Q.  Are  not  the  spars  in  the  specifications  with  the  first  contract  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  not  in  the  second  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q'  Is  not  the  steering-wheel  in  the  specifications  with  the  first  contract  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  the  steering-wheel  included  in  the  second  contract  ? — A.  There  is  no  steer- 
uif'wbeel  mentioned  in  the  second  contract.   That  goes  into  the  block-makers*  work. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  was  the  steering-wheel  made  f — A.  The  Government's. 

Q.  And  it  should  have  been  made  under  the  first  contract  1 — A.  Certainly.  I  differed  from 
niy  brother  constmctors  in  regard  to  that.  I  say  it  ought  to  have  been  made  under  the 
first  contract,  unquestionably. 

.  Q-  Was  not  the  labor  in  docking  the  ship  furnished  by  the  Government  f — A.  I  think  so. 
Ur.  Sampson,  tbe  foreman  carpenter,  can  tell  you  exactly,  as  he  was  in  charge  of  the  ship 
'^hen  it  was  docked.   The  cost  of  docking  the 'ship  will  be  charged  to  McKay. 

Q-  Will  you  furnish  the  amount  of  the  work  and  material  omitted  in  tiie  first  contract 
>D<i  also  in  the  second  contract  which  the  Government  will  have  to  do  in  order  to  fit  the  ship 
fur  sea,  or  else  leave  her  undone? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  work  to  be  done  to  tit  the  ship  for  sea 
OQUide  tbe  contracts  is  as  follows  : 

SheftTing-bitts  and  sheet -chocks,  and  all  other  work  usually  done  by  block-makers  to  hull 
ud  spars,  including  iron  block-straps  and  iron  blocks  ;  also  all  work  on  tanks  and  casks, 
estimated  cost  |7,0t)8. 

hi  addition  to  the  above,  alterations  are  to  be  made,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  will  be 

fi.ooo. 

Q.  Do  the  block-makers  do  the  iron-work  on  the  blocks  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  does  not  belong  to  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  the  ruling  of  the  chief  of  bureau  on  the  second  contract  exempt  Mr.  McKay 
from  doing  all  work  properly  belonging  to  the  block-makers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  tbe  chief  also,  when  a  controversy  arose,  exempt  Mr.  McKay  from  building  the 
iron-work  on  the  blocks  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Dot  the  iron-work  on  the  blocks  equal  in  amount  to  the  blocks  themselves  ? — A.  It 
is  probably  more. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  estimate  for  the  blocks? — A.  |4,000. 

Q-  That  will  make  $3,000,  from  which  Mr.  McKay  was  exempted  on  those  two  items  ? — 
A.  Not  quite  |8,000, 1  think. 

Q<  Will  yon  give  the  committee  a  list  of  all  the  items  in  both  the  first  and  second  con- 
^^  with  Mr.  McKay,  on  which  there  was  any  question,  and  the  cost  of  each  item,  who 
decided  the  questions  in  dispute,  and  in  whose  favor  they  were  decided,  whether  they  were 
ID  the  contract,  the  specifications,  or  both,  and  will  you  give  us  that  in  addition  to  the 
•mount  of  work  properly  belonging  to  this  first  contract,  and  contracted  for  in  the  second, 
^  which  the  Government,  notwithstanding  what  there  is  in  one  or  both  of  those  contracts 

^iU  have  to  do  to  complete  the  ship,  irrespective  of  any  orders  from  the  bureau  ? — A.  Yes, 

Sir. 

*'^9f  items  in  dUptUe  in  first  and  second  contracts,  with  the  cost  of  each,'y  ichom  and  in 

whose  fazor  were  the  questions  decided, 

"Ka^ts  and  spars,  by  tbe  chief,  in  favor  of  contractor.  *' 
'  Oars  and  boat-hooks,  300,  by  the  chief,  in  favor  of  contractor.  '* 
Weight  of  sbeathing-copper,  by  the  chief,  against  the  contractor.  * 
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Q.  Where  was  the  live-oak  from  East  Boston  inspected,  by  whom  deliyered  at  the  jard, 
and  at  whose  expense  f — ^A.  It  was  inspected  at  East  Boston. 

Q.  By  whom  T — A.  The  Government  timber-inspector,  daring  my  absence. 

Q.  Is  it  Qsoal  for  the  Government  timber-inspectors  to  inspect  timber  oouide  the  yard  7-^ 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  was  this  timber  broneht  to  the  yard  f— A.  I  understand  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  contractor,  Mr.  Swift.     It  certainly  was  not  at  the  Government's  expense. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  want  to  call  yonr  attention  to  certain  things  which  I  find  in  the  contract  and  in  the 
specifications.  I  find  in  the  contract  for  the  Adams  these  words,  '*  Mr.  McKay  wiU  provide 
all  the  necessary  material  therefor,  except  the  live-oak  timber  to  be  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment.*' That  is  in  the  contract.  I  find  in  the  specifications  nomeroos  descriptions  of  the 
form  to  which  the  live-oak  is  to  be  cat  and  hewed  for  the  frame.  I  find  the  words,  **  Frame 
of  live-oak  timber  and  room."  Do  yon  know  what  that  word  **  room  "  means  ?'* — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

Q.  Following  that  are  nnmeroos  descriptions  of  the  sizes  to  which  the  live-oak  is  to  be  cat. 
Woald  you,  from  the  language  contained  in  the  contract  and  specifications,  infer|that  all  the 
work  upon  live-oak  timber  was  to  be  done  by  the  contractor  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  your  construction  of  the  legal  effect  of  the  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  now  turn  to  any  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  the 
chief  constructor  of  the  bureau  which  authorized  you,  as  the  constructor  here,  or  your  pre- 
decessor, to  get  out  the  live-oak  firame  to  dimensions  ? — ^A.  This  letter  seems  to  be  all  that 
we  have. 

Q.  Will  you  give  the  date  of  that  letter  T — A.  The  first  letter  we  have  on  the  subject  is 
dated : 

"Navy  Department, 
**  Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

"  Nottmbtr  1,  lft73. 

*'  The  commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard  has  been  requested  to  send  to  the  yard  under 
your  command  the  molds  and  bevelings  for  getting  out  the  frame  of  the  new  sloop  of  war  of 
640  tons  building  at  that  yard,  and  you  will  please  direct  that  the  frame  of  the  new  sloop-of- 
war  to  be  built  under  contract  by  Mr.  McKay  be  got  out  under  those  molds  and  bevel- 
ings.'* 

Q.  Does  thai  letter  indicate  to  you  that  any  work  in  getting  out  the  firame  by  those 
molds  and  bevelings  was  to  be  done  at  Groverument  expense  ?—  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  next  communication  f — A.  Ttie  next  letter  is  January  30, 1874. 

'*  Sir  :  Please  have  the  frame  of  live-oak  for  the  C40-ton  vessel  contracted  for  by  Mr.  McKay 
delivered  to  him  without  delay,  keeping  those  men  employed  for  that  purpose  at  work  with- 
out suspension.'* 

Perhaps  I  had  better  state  how  this  letter  came  about  As  I  am  informed,  aa  order 
came  for  the  suspension  of  men  about  this  time,  January  30.  1874,  and  Mr.  Pook  wrote 
to  the  chief  of  bureau,  and  told  him  that  if  he  suspended  the  men  acc6rding  to  order, 
he  would  have  to  stop  work  upon  the  frame  of  Mr.  McKay's  vessel.  In  answer  to  that,  be 
received  this  letter.  That  looks  as  though  it  was  authorizing  the  men  to  be  emploved 
to  deliver  the  frame.  It  says,  '*  Please  have  the  firame  delivered  to  him  without  delaj, 
keeping  those  men  employed  for  that  jpurpose  at  work  without  suspension.** 

Q.  Do  yon  understand  that  that  is  an  instraction  that  you  are  to  deliver  the  firame  worked 
to  the  molds  7— A.  No,  sir.  The  first  letter  is  dated  November  1 , 1 873.  This  is  dated  in  Janu- 
ary.    Of  course  I  never  should  have  put  any  work  on  it.    I  would  have  delivered  it  to  him. 

Q.  With  those  two  letters,  should  yon  consider  yourself  authorized  to  do  any  work  upon 
the  timber? — A.  No, sir;  I  should  never  have  done  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  understand  that  under  those  two  letters,  or  either  of  them,  work  cm  that  live- 
oak  frame  was  done  in  the  navy-yard  at  the  Government  expense  ? — ^A.  I  understand  that 
work  on  the  live-oak  firame  was  done  at  Government  expense,  but  whether  those  letters  wers 
considered  the  authority  for  doing  it,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  The  expense  incurred 
will  be  charged  to  McKay. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  look  again  and  see  whether  there  is  not  another  letter  in  which  the  chief 
constructor  speaks  of  the  constraction  of  the  contract,  in  which  he  says  that  it  was  intended 
that  the  Government  should  get  out  the  frame  7  Have  you  not  already  read  such  a  letter  to- 
day 7 — A.  I  do  not  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Are  those  all  the  letters  bearing  upon  that  subject  that  you  have  T — A.  All  that  I  have 
been  able  to  find  up  to  this  time. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  expense  of  getting  out  that  frame,  as  shown  by  your 
books,  was  about  $7,  I20.iy? — A.  Yes,  bir. 

Q.  In  your  view  of  it,  construiug  the  contract  properly,  that  was  equivalent  to  a  gratuity 
to  Mr.  McKay  of  that  amount  ? — A.  I  am  informed  that  the  cust  is  (o  be  chargeil  to  Mr. 
McKay. 

Q.  Now,  passing  from  that  subject,  I  fiud  in  the  spectficdtion,  on  page  33,  specific  men 
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ioD  of  the  quarter-galleries,  in  these  words,  *'  Qaarter-galleries,  rims  of  white  oak,  to  be 
fitted  with  Mth-tabs  and  water-closets,  to  conform  to  the  plan.'*  You  understand  that  that 
work  wu  omitted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  it  was. 

Q.  Hai  iterer.  been  done  under  the  contracts  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  omitted  entirely. 

Q.  By  what  authority  was  that  work  omitted  f — A.  By  authority  of  the  letter  from  the 
chief  of  bureau,  February  25,  1875. 

Q.  Will  you  read  that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  the  quarter-galleries  ? — A.  *'With 
regard  to  the  quarter*  galleries,  as  these  were  to  be  omitted  in  sister  ships  then  under  coo- 
g&netion,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  dispense  with  them  in  Mr.  McKay's  vessel,  which  he 
wu  dir^ted  to  do,  making  some  slight  changes  in  the  cabin  consequent  thereon." 

Q.  What  in  your  judgment  was  the  saving  to  Mr.  McKay  by  that  order? — A.  On  a  rough 
ealcalation  the  saving  to  Mr.  MpK^y  was  from  |2,000  to  $2,500.     I  should  say  about  $2,000. 

Q.  Whether  er  not  any  change  was  ordered  by  the  chief  constructor  which  compensated 
for  that  deduction  to  your  knowledge  T — A.  No.  sir ;  no  change  was  ordered  to  compensate 
for  that 

Q.  Would  you  consider  that  another  gratnitv  to  the  contractor  of  $2,000  or  more  ? — A.  I 
ihoald  be  constrained  to  do  so,  unless  the  chief  should  say  that  Mr.  McKay  should,  accord- 
infrtothe  contract,  make  allowance  in  his  bill  for  this  omission. 

Q.  Passing  now  to  page  34  of  the  specifications,  I  find  this  language :  '*  Pumps  of  compo- 
poeition,  diameter  of  chamber  9  inches,  and  force-pump  to  be  fitted  to  work  on  berth  and  gun 
decks.  The  pipes  for  the  head  channel,  to  fit  pumps,  will  be  laid  inside  to  cocks  through 
bottom  below  the  water-line,  and  the  holes  for  those  pipes  will  be  cut  in  the  joints  of  frame, 
Mid  Dot  in  the  room  or  space  between  the  frame."  Do  I  understand  you  that  by  any  au- 
thoritj  received  from  the  construction  department,  Mr.  McKay  was  released  from  compli- 
loee  with  that  clause  under  his  first  contract  7 — A.  He  was  released  from  compliance  with 
piTt  of  it  By  the  first  contract  he  was  required  to  fit  the  bilg^-pumps,  those  pumps  9  inches 
10  diameter.  My  impression  is  that  he  was  released,  by  verbal  order,  from  the  force-pumps. 
(I bive  since  received  a  letter  showing  it.) 

Q.  Have  you  any  letter  showing  tnatt — A.  O,  no,  not  on  that  tpeci  fie  subject;  but  the 
fon.'«-pamp8,  I  think,  were  considered  by  this  board  as  part  of  the  work.  That  is  my  im- 
pression. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  advantage  or  gain  to  Mr.  McKay,  in  your  judgment,  in  round  num- 
bers, bj  his  release  from  compliance  with  this  provision  ? — A.  I  don*t  think  he  was  released 
^manjthing  except  the  force-pumps.  If  he  was  released  from  those,  his  advantage  would 
be  ibont  a  thousand  dollars.  Those  force-pumps  were  five  in  number,  and  were  worth  about 
1200  a  piece. 

Q-  It  is  your  impression  that  he  did  not  put  them  in  under  his  first  contract  T — A.  That  is 
iDJ  impression. 

Q.  And  that  he  was  released  from  it  by  order  of  the  Department  ? — A.  Not  in  so  many 
vords.  There  Is  a  verbal  alteration  to  that  which  I  will  explain.  When  Mr.  McKay  went 
OD  with  his  second  contract,  we  were  to  furnish  the  material.  I  asked  the  chief  whether  he 
onderstood  that  we  were  to  furnish  the  material  to  McKay  to  make  his  force-pumps,  or 
vhether  we  were  to  consider  the  force-pumps  as  material  and  furnish  them  already  made. 
He  said  as  long  as  we  had  them  made  he  might  have  them. 

Q.  How  much  did  Mr.  McKay  get  by  that  f — A.  I  think  they  Were  worth  about  a  thou- 
laad  dollars. 

Q.  That  is  another  gratuity  of  $1,000,  is  itT~A.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q'  Well,  it  is  an  advantage  to  him  to  the  extent  of  a  thousand  dollars  f — A.  It  is  an  ad 
Taotaf^to  him  of  from  $800  to  $1,000.    That  instruction  to  furnish  him  with  force-pumps 
alread?  made,  instead  of  furnishing  him  the  material  to  mi^e  them,  is  certainly  an  advan- 
tage to  him  of  from  $800  to  $1,000.     If  material  alone  is  furnished,  it  would  be  $400  to  $500. 

Q-  Bat  under  this  contract  was  he  to  provide  the  material t — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  consider  that 
be  was  under  oblijg^ion  to  furnish  all  the  material  except  (he  live-oak. 

9*  He  did  not  furnish  these  pumps  at  all  f — A.  He  furnished  the  composition  pumps,  the 
9-io(h  nuun-pnmps. 

Q'  Would  you  say  that  a  thousand  dollars  would  be  all  the  advantage  that  he  would  de- 
rive from  that!— A.  Well,  from  $800  to  $1,000 ;  or,  if  material  is  found,  $400  to  $500. 

Q.  Did  he  make  compensation  for  that  by  furnishing  anvthing  else  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  I  find  on  page  35  of  the  specifications,  under  the  nead  of  **  ladders  and  gratings,"  the 

foUowiog:  **  There  will  be  sea-steps  and  side-ladders  on  each  side  of  the  vessel,  fitted  with 

gilvaniMd  iron  stanchions  and  hand-rails.*'    Did  he  furnish  them  under  his  first  contract  t 

—A  No  sir,  not  the  side-ladders ;  possibly  he  did  the  sea-sCeps. 

Q.  By  whose  authority  were  they  omitted,  and  if  you  have  that  authority  in  writing  will 

CirMuce  it  f — A.  I  have  no  authority  in  writing.    They  were  considered  by  this  same 
as  part  of  outfits,  not  covered  by  the  contract  covering  the  hull ;  consequently  they 
west  into  the  second  contract 

Q.  Did  your  board  construe  anything  named  specifically  in  the  specifications  of  the  first 
contract,  as  not  coming  within  the  contract  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  do  it  of  your  own  motion  or  by  authority  T — A.  We  did  it  under  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  the  contract  by  the  chief  of  bureau,  saying  that  the  contract  covered  the  hull 
only. 
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Q.  Will  you  read  that  part  of  the  letter  which  you  aay  applied  to  this  matter  of  the  lad- 
dera?— A.  That  part  of  the  letter  says :  *'  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  No. 
39,  with  inclosures,  relative  to  the  spars,  &c.,  for  the  sloop  built  under  contract  with  Donald 
McKay,  it  was  not  contemplated  by  the  original  advertisement  for  thia  vessel  that  the  con- 
ractor  should  furnish  either  the  spars  or  boats,  and  the  building  instructions  which  accom« 
panied  the  contract  were  intended  te  refer  to  the  hull  only/' 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Easby,  referring  to  those  very  building  directions,  you  found  these  ladders 
named  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  these  side-ladders.  ^ 

Q.  Did  you  agree  with  your  associates  on  that  board  that  the  ladders  were  exempted  by 
authority  of  that  letter?— A.  I  did  not.  There  is  where  I  disagreed  with  my  associates.  I 
said  that  the  pide-ladders  belonged  to  the  hull.  They  said  they  did  not ;  they  belonged  to 
outfits. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  had  any  right,  by  the  authority  of  that  letter,  to  omit  things  which 
were  specifically  mentioned  in  the  building  directions  ? — A.  If  in  our  judgment  they  did 
not  belong  to  the  hull.    It  was  simply  a  question  whether  they  belonged  to  the  hull  or  not. 

Q.  Then  we  have,  first,  Mr.  Hanscom's  construction  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  proper 
intarpretation  of  the  contract ;  and  then  we  have,  second,  the  board's  construction  of  the 
effect  of  Hanscom's  letter. 

A.  Of  what  constitutes  the  hull ;  the  disagreement  in  that  matter  came  on  that  letter. 
I  said  that  the  side-ladders  belonged  to  the  bull ;  the  other  contractors  said  they  did  not  be- 
long to  the  hull,  they  belonged  to  outfit.     I  should  have  obliged  him  to  furnish  them 

Q.  Do  you  find  anything  in  this  letter  authorizing  the  omission  of  anything  that  is  in  the^ 
contract  and  specifications  ? — A.*  Yes,  sir,  of  course.     It  says  it  refers  to  the  hull  only.   Th 
apars  are  referred  to  directly  by  the  chiefs,  and  I  find  the  spars  specified  in  the  specification  < 
The  chief  says,  therefore,  in  so  many  words :  **The  spars  do  not  belong  to  the  hull :  an 
notwithstanding  they  are  in  the  specifications,  Mr.  McKay  shall  not  be  required  to  furnish, 
them."    Now,  then,  we  have  this  letter  with  the  word  *'  hull "  underlined,  and  we  are  to  de- 
termine, being  led  off  \^  the  chief,  what  does  belong  to  the  hull,  and  what  not. 

Q.  So  that,  the  chief  having  said  that  the  spars,  which  are  mentioned  in  -the  building  di— 
rectio  ns,  do  not  belong  to  the  hull,  you  applied  the  same  rule,  and  said  the  ladders  did  oc^ 
belong  to  the  built — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  a  majority  of  the  board  did, 

Q.  To  that  extent,  then,  so  far  as  this  particular  item  goes,  and  so  far  as  the  spars  go,  tho 
specific  provisions  in  the  contract  and  specifications  were,  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Hanscom* 
in  that  letter,  ignored  1 — A.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  said,  in  the  abnence  of  this  letter,  or  any  other* 
authority  from  the  chief,  the  specification  covers  the  whole  ship ;  that  is,  hull  and  outfits 
tf  hull. 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  was  the  saving  to  Mr.  McKay  by  those  side-ladders  ? — A,  |350, 
I  think. 

Q.  I  find  on  page  37,  under  the  head  of  "  ventilating-pipes,"  the  following :  ** There  shall 
be  a  ventilating-pipe  leading  from  the  aft  end  of  the  shaft-alley  to  the  poop-deck  ;  also  for- 
ward there  shall  oe  a  ventilating-pipe  leading  from  the  fore  end  of  the  bertu-deck  to  the  top- 
gallant ferecastle."    Were  those  put  in  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  By  whose  authority  were  they  omitted  from  the  first  contract  ? — A.  Under  the  same 
construction  of  the  hull. 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  was  the  saving  to  the  contractor  by  the  rejection  of  that 
clause?— A.  Probably  about  ^200. 

Q.  Was  there  any  compensation  made  for  that  omission  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  find  on  the  same  page  the  following  concerning  the  steering-wheel :  *'  steering-wheel 
of  locust  and  mahogany ;  the  spindle  to  be  of  copper  and  composition."  Was  that  put  in  ?— 
A.  That  was  not  put  in  on  his  first  contract. 

Q.  And  rejectea  on  this  same  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  the  same  remark  about  that 
that  I  did  about  the  side-ladders. 

Q.  What  was  the  saving  to  him  under  that  omission  ? — A.  About  |2d0. 

Q.  Was  ther<^  any  compensation  for  that  omission  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  we  come  to  the  "'  masts  and  spars,"  on  page  38,  and  the  following  is  the  language : 
*'  Masts  and  spars  to  be  bark-rigged,  the  spars  of  the  material  usual  in  naval  vessels,  to  be 
properly  fitted  with  iron-work ;  all  iron-work  to  be  galvanized  ;  all  to  conform  to  the  plans." 
Those  under  your  construction,  and  under  the  district  authority  of  that  letter,  were  treated 
as  not  found  in  this  contract  ? — A.  They  were  distinctly  set  forth. 

Q.  What  was  the  saving  to  the  contractor  by  that  construction  7 — A.  According  to  our 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  them,  $6^50.     I  think  this  included  labor  only. 

Q.  Was  there  any  compensation  allowed  by  him  to  the  Government  for  that  release  f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  understand  you  that,  in  your  view  of  it,  nothing  being  said  about  boats 
either  in  the  contract  or  the  specifications,  without  reference  to  any  specific  instructions 
from  the  Department,  you  would  have  holden  that  he  was  bound  to  furnish  all  the  boats 
required  by  that  vessel  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  should,  by  that  last  clause  of  the  contract.  I  could 
not  have  got  out  of  it. 

(Since  this  answer  was  given  I  have  examined  the  contract  and  think  the  last  clause 
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r«iened  to  was  modified  by  the  words  **hull  and  outfits  of  Lull,"  and  therefore  did  not 
cover  boats.) 

Q.  Now,  then,  Mr.  McKay,  according  to  your  understanding  of  the  fair  construction  of 
tbi£  coijtract,  gained  in  the  fulfillment  of  this  first  contract  the  aggregate  of  the  sums  of  these 
several  reservations  which  I  have  mentioned,  amounting  to  some  1^15,000,  more  or  less?— 
<  Af  I  should  think  so.  Under  this  sweeping  clause  at  the  close  I  should  have  held  that  the 
omtract  covered  the  whole  thing,  qualined,  as  I  have  said  before,  by  the  words  ''  hull  and 
outfits  of  hull."  I 

Q.  tk  you  know  of  any  particular  authority  which  the  naval  constructor  at  Washington 
'    hw  to  vary  or  change  a  written  contract  ?— A.   No,  sir ;  I  know  of  no  such  power. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  the  change  of  such  a  contract,  whereby  a  large  advantage  waff 

STen  to  the  contractor,  would  be  proper  without  making  provision  for  equivalents  or 
dactions  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  would  not  be  proper.     I  think  the  law  is  quite  explicit 
01  that  sabject. 

Q.  Whatever  was  omitted  on  the  authority  of  the  chief  naval  constructor  has  had  to  be 
provided  either  by  the  Government  itself  or  through  a  second  contract  with  Mr.  McKay, 
with  the  exception  of  those  few  things  which  were  omitted  altogether,  has  it  not? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  whatever  has  been  omitted  is  either  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government  or  by  Mr.  McKay, 
certainlj. 

Q.  Have  the  quarter-galleries  been  supplied  under  the  second  contract  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  they 
were  omitted  altogether. 
Q.  Were  the  pump   of  which  you  spoke  supplied  under  the  second  contract  f — A.  Yes, 
lir. 

Q.  At  what  expense,  or  what  estimate  of  probable  expense  ? — A.  At  an  expense  of  from 
latJO  to  $1,000. 

Q.  Have  the  ladders  been  supplied  nnder  the  second  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  i  I  estimated 
tbtthej  were  worth  $350.    I  aon't  know  what  they  cost  him. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  the  ventilating-pipes  have  also  been  supplied  under  the  second 
contract  t— A.  They  have  not. 

Q.  Are  they  to  he  supplied  by  him,  or  the  Government  T — A.  They  are  to  be  supplied  by 
him;  I  am  not  sure  whether  under  the  first  or  second  contract.  That' is  a  point  in  dispute. 
Tbey  are  to  be  covered  by  one  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  understand  that  the  steering-wheel  has  not  been  provided  for  in  the  secon  1  con- 
tn^bat  that  the  Government  are  to  put  it  in  under  the  head  of  blocks? — A.  Yes,  sir  it  is 
ilreidy  made. 

Q.  You  understand  that  the  masts  and  spars  have  been  provided  for  in  the  second  con- 
tact ?-A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  You  understand  that  the  boats  have  not  been,  and  are  not  to  be  ? — A.  O,  yes ;  they 
tre  in  the  second  contract. 

Q.  Is  that  steam-cutter  to  be  supplied  under  the  second  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is 
boiit  bv  McKay  under  the  second  contract. 

Q.  Since  Mr.  McKay  entered  into  the  second  contract  of  $2.>,000,  has  he  been  re- 
leased by  authority  of  the  Department  from  the  execution  of  any  of  the  things  specified  to 
be  done  by  him  ? — A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  such  release,  excejpt  that  we  furnished  the 
pomps  complete  instead  of  giving  him  the  rough  material  to  make  the  pumps. 

Q.  Mr.  McKay  made  a  contract,  under  date  of  April  7,  iH75,  it  appears,  to  do  some  work  to 
finish  the  steamer  Essex,  **  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea  service,"  and  he  agreed  to  '*  furnish 
all  the  labor  of  every  description  required  to  be  done  under  this  bureau  for  completing  the 
£sBex,  embracing  therein  the  labor  necessary  to  complete  the  hull  and  outfits,  including 
miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c. ;  also  the  labor  required  in  making  the  masts  and 
spars  (including  boat-spars)  and  in  completing  the  furniture;  it  being  understood  that 
the  work  to  be  done  by  you  is  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  vessel  now  in 
^  Boston  navy-yard,  and  that  sheaving  of  bitts  and  sheet-chocks,  and  all  other  work  usu- 
^Ij  done  by  block-makers  to  hull  and  spars,  is  to  be  done  by  the  Government  as  required, 
uid  at  its  expense ;  also,  that  all  work  on  tanks  and  cusks  for  the  vessel,  except  transport- 
ing and  stowing  same,  and  all  work  on  boats  on  the  Essex,  is  in  like  manner  to  be  done 
by  the  Government.  But  taking  the  boats  for  both  vessels  from  the  boat-house  alongside, 
hoisting  them  on  board,  and  properly  stowing  them,  is  to  be  done  by  you  ;  also,  hoisting 
on  boaid  and  setting  bowspnt  and  lower  masts."  Now,  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  Mr. 
McKay  has  been  released  from  any  portion  of  the  work  provided  by  that  contract  7 — A.  It 
does  not  occur  to  me  that  he  has,  except  in  this  :  that  he  has  been  released  from  furnishing 
the  labor  necessary  to  complete  the  pumps,  say  $500. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  unaer  the  contract  for  the  Essex  which  he  has  been  released  from  ex- 
c^t  the  labor  on  the  pumps,  which  you  now  call  to  mind  ? — A.  Other  than  that,  I  cannot 
think  of  anything  just  now. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  the  labor  on  the  pumps  for  each  vessel  was  $500  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ; 
I  should  think  it  would  be  about  that. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  compensation  allowed  the  Government  or  any  deduction  made  on 
Account  of  that  release  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q  Are  there  to  be  any  deductions  made  in  the  ultimate  settlement  ? — A.  That  is  more 
than  I  can  tell. 


:94  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

Q.  Oa^ht  there  to  be  T — A.  certainly. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know,  is  it  the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  claim  deductions  on  those, 
omissions  7 — A.  I  have  no  knowlea^e  on  that  subject. 

Q.  Would  jou  say  that  any  settlement  that  did  not  take  into  consideration  those  thin^ 
would  be  proper  ? — ^A.  I  should  say  that  it  would  not  be  proper ;  and  I  nii(ifht  further  say 
that  if  the  settlement  took  into  consideration  the  deductions,  it  should  also  take  into  con- 
sideration some  little  additional  expense  which  he  has  incurred  over  and  above  his  responsi- 
bility. 

Q.  If  it  was  left  to  you  to  settle  with  liim,  would  you  settle  without  making  proper  allow- 
ances for  additional  work,  and  deductions  for  those  thiuf^s  which  have  been  omitted? — 
A.  If  it  was  left  to  me  to  settle  it,  apart  from  orders  from  the  bureau,  I  should  certainly 
require  Mr.  McKay  to  make  allowances  for  things  which  have  been  omitted  and  allow  him 
for  things  which  he  has  had  to  put  in  which  have  cost  him  additional  expense. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  which  leads  you  to  believe  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
•chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to  demand  those  deductions  f — A.  1  have  no  knowledge 
on  the  subject  one  way  or  the  other.  We  hold  in  reserve  the  last  payment.  A  settlement 
will  take  place  as  soon  as  the  vessels  are  completed,  as  the  chief  of  bureau  may  direct. 
There  is  due  Mi^  McKay  about  $5,000  on  the  Essex,  which  will  cover  about  all  that  is  to 
be  done  :  but  there  is  about  1 19,000  due  on  the  Adams,  part  being  due  on  his  first  contract. 

S.  what  other  omissions  from  his  contract  on  the  Essex  have  been  made  7 — A.  At  I 
before,  I  cannot  think  of  anything  just  now ;   but  as  I  had  forgotten   the  pumps,  I 
may  think  of  something  else  by  to-morrow  morning. 

Q.  In  every  instance  where  an  omission  has  been  made,  will  you  estimate  the  yalae  T — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Liit  of  articles  omitted  by  the  contractor  on  the  Essez^  and  their  estimated  value. 

Labor  to  make  the  pumps ..«• .^...  ......  $500  OO 

Labor  to  make  the  oars  and  boat-hooks ....^..     'MO  OO 

By  the  Chairman: 

O.  Has  the  steam-cutter  been  supplied  to  the  Essex  f — A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  McKay  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  boats  of  the  Essex.  I  understand  they  are  not  boildiug  a  steam-cut- 
ter for  the  Essex. 

By  Mr. Harris: 

Q.  ** And  that  sheaving  the  bitts  and  sheet-chocks  and  all  other  work  usually  done  by 
block-makers  to  hull  and  spars  is  to  be  done  by  the  Government  as  required,  and  at  its  ex- 
pense ;  also,  that  all  work  on  tanks  and  casks  for  either  vessel,  except  transporting  and 
■  stowing  same,  is  to  be  done  by  the  Government."  Now,  the  tanks  and  ca^iks  for  both  vessels 
are  mentioned  there.  Were  not  the  tanks  and  casks  to  be  supplied  to  the  Adams  under  the 
first  contract  by  Mr.  McKay  f — A.  I  think  they  were  not  in  tnat  contract. 

Q.  In  the  absence  of  any  detail  in  the  specifications,  would  they  not  come  properly  under 
the  first  contract  ?— A.  No  ;  because  they  are  not  part  of  the  hull  or  outfits  of  hull. 

Q.  Would  the  hull  be  complete,  ready  for  sea,  without  tanks,  any  more  than  without 
spars  f — A.  This  covers  the  whole  ground,  tanks  and  all.  In  other  words,  I  construe  this 
clause  to  mean  this,  that  everything  that  Construction  Department  does  to  war-ships  in  the 
navy-yard  shall  be  done  by  Mr.  McKay  ;  that  is  all  covered  by  hull  and  outfits  of  hull. 

Q.  And  that  includes  casks  and  tanks  f~A.  No.  The  clause  I  refer  to  is  the  following: 
**A11  work  to  be  done  in  a  complete  and  workmanlike  manner  and  to  conform  to  the  plans 
and  specifications,  and  anv  omission  in  the  specifications  will  not  relieve  the  party  of  the 
first  part  from  furnishing  the  labor  necessary  to  complete  it.  In  any  omission  of  detail  the 
vessels  building  in  the  navy-yard  will  be  the  guide." 

Q.  How  much  would  those  tanks  and  casks  cost? — ^A.  We  put  the  tanks  at  $200  and  the 
casks  at  $300. 

Q.  How  many  tanks  were  there  to  be  7 — A.  Four. 

Q.  Has  any  compensation  ever  been  made  for  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  McKay  under- 
stood the  matter  quite  well,  because  he  told  me  several  times,  **  I  have  stepped  into  con- 
struction shoes."  '*All  right."  "  Whatever  construction  does,  I  do."  "All  right  again." 
Therefore,  as  whatever  construction  does  is  required  by  that  last  clause,  whatever  construc- 
tion does  in  building  a  ship,  the  contractor  is  to  do,  (so  far  as  relates  to  hull  and  outfits  of 
Lull.) 

Q.  Now,  I  want  you  to  turn  to  your  records  and  show  the  several  payments  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  Adams  under  either  contract. — ^A.  I  can  show  the  several  payments  in  detail 
by  referring  to  the  books ;  but  I  can  give  you  what  I  have  here  and  you  can  see  if  that  will 
answer  your  psrpose. 

"Jiff.  McKay  to  the  United  States  Government,  Dr. 

*To  cash  paid  on   first  contract ......$105,565  00 

*To  material  paid  on  first    contract ^ 27,918  67'* 
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Q.  Does  that  include  (he  copper  ? — A.  Y^s,  sir. 

Q.  Does  it  include  every  tning  famished  for  that  vessel  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  everything  we 
were  directed  by  the  chief  of  bureau  to  furnish  him,  and  charge  him  with.  Now  we  nave 
"smiths',  iron-platers',  and  brass- founders*  labor,"  which  we  did  at  Mr.  McKay's  request 
foritimas  being  more  convenient,  and  which  we  charsfed  to  him,  amounting  to  |48i. 70. 
Total  pajments  on  the  first  contractj  $133,955.^.  His  contract  was  for  $148,500.  The 
baliDce  doe  on  the  first  contract  is  $14,545.63.  We  have  paid  him  on  the  second  contract, 
caslr,  120,000. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Have  you  given  the  Government  credit  for  the  labor  performed  in  getting  out  tha^ 
livHMk  and  molding  that  frame  ? — A.  We  have  charged  that  as  labor  furnished  by  the 
Goremment. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Not  to  Mr.  McKay  ?— A.  O,  no,  indeed ;  that  labor  was  performed  by  the  Government, 
IS  I  understand,  without  any  charge  to  Mr4  McKay. 

Q.  That  |7,120,  for  getting  out  the  frame,  was  not  charged  in  that  account  against  Mr. 
McKay  T— A.  No,  sir ;  but  it  is  by  direction  of  the  chief  to  be  charged. 

Q.  Nor  are  the  spars  nor  the  other  items  which  we  have  spoken  about  T — A.  No,  sir ;  he 
bid  nothing  to  do  with  the  spars. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  should  they  be  charged  to  Mr.  McKay  f — A.  This  work  for  getting 
out  the  frame  should  be,  if  he  wanted  us  to  do  it;  but,  probably,  if  he  found  he  had  got  to 
pij  for  it,  he  would  not  have  got  us  to  do  it  at  a  cost  of  $7,000.  He  would  have  got  it  out 
cbeaper. 

Q.  Nothin|^  is  charged  to  Mr.  McKay  but  the  amount  of  money  you  have  named,  the 
Diaterial  furnished,  and  some  little  labor  7 — ^A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Now,  then,  under  the  second  contract,  you  have  paid  Mr.  McKay  f 20,000  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

i.  JLetving  a  balance  of  about  15,000  on  his  contract  ? — A.  Ye^,  sir. 
.  That  balance  of  about  1 19,000  will  pay  all  that  is  due  him  on  the  Adams  when  he  has 
completed  his  contract  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  deduction  has  now  to  be  made  for  work  done  in 
Mwiog  out  frames,  &c,  *  * 

Q.  How  much  more  do  you  imagine  it  is  ffoing  to  cost  to  fit  the  Adams  for  sea  after  Mr. 
McKay's  contract  is  fully  completed,  accoraing  to  instructions  from  the  Department  f — A. 
It  depends  entirely  upon  what  amount  of  work  we  do  on  the  Adams.  We  can  lot  her  go 
as  Mr.  McKay  finishes  her,  and  it  would  cost  nothing. 

By  Mr.  BURLEiGH : 

Q.  How  much  more,  as  you  fit  vessels  for  use,  would  you  have  to  spend  on  her? — A.  As 
I  fit  vessels  for  sea,  I  should  have  to  spend  three  or  four  thousand  dollars.  There  is  where 
the  contract  system  is  a  very  bad  system.  The  contract  system  allows  no  improvements. 
We  improve  on  oiir  vessels  continually. 

Q.  Don^t  you  know  that  in  the  absence  of  any  detail,  the  vessels  built  in  the  yard  are  to 
be  the  guide  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  that  cover  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  because  a  vessel  built  in  the  yard  this  year 
will  not  be  a  guide  for  a  vessel  built  in  the  yard  next  year.  We  are  improving  on  the  outfits 
^Jonstantly.  I 

Q.  Would  von  put  more  fittings  on  this  ship  than  on  the  Vandalia  ? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Then,  dgfes  not  that  cover  the  whole  question  ? — A.  The  Vandalia  is  a  diffi^rent  class 
cf  vessel.  We  could  not  make  him  put  the  fittings  on  the  Adams  that  we  put  on  the  Van- 
dalia, because  it  is  a  different  class  of  vessel.  The  Wachusett  is  more  in  accordance  with 
his  class  of  vessel.  I  could  put  several  thousand  dollars  more  on  the  Adams,  and  would 
like  to  do  it,  if  I  had  a  chance,  after  he  gets  through  with  all  that  can  be  required  of  him 
tmder  his  contract. 

Q.  Then  you  would  put  several  thousand  dollars  more  on  her,  to  suit  your  views  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  to  suit  my  views.  J  do  not  want  to  be  debarred  from  improvements  because  of 
coniract-work. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Now,  will  you  state  what  has  been  paid  on  the  Essex  ? — A.  On  the  Essex  we  have 
paid  Mr.  McKay  $41,000  in  money,  and  we  have  paid  him  in  ship-smith's  labor,  which  he 
vaoted  ns  to  do  for  him,  $23.04,  n.akiug  $41,023.04  ;  and  the  balance  due  to  complete  his 
contract  is  $4, 976.96. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  that  sufficient  to  complete  her  T-^A.  O,  yes,  sir ;  and  more  too. 

Q*  In  coDttmctioo,  do  you  step  the  roasts  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  make  and  put  the  tops  on  f — A.  We  make  the  tops.  We  don*t  put  them  on. 
wietimes  we  put  them  on  and  sometimes  we  don't.  There  is  a  different  style  in  different 
yards. 
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Q.  Did  he  make  the  tops  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  step  the  masts  always ;  but  in  some  yards 
equipment  puts  the  tops  and  trestle-trees  on,  and  in  some  Davy*yards«  construction. 
Q.  The  trestle-trees  are  put  on  before  the  masts  are  stepped  1 — A.  Not  always. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  I  see  here  that  by  the  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  for  the  completion  of  the  Essex  he 
binds  himself  **  that  he  will  furnish  all  the  labor  required  to  be  done  under  this  bureau  for 
completing  the  Essex,  embracing  therein  the  labor  necessary  to  complete  the  hull  and  out- 
fits.''     Have  the  hull  and  outfits  oeeu  completed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  do  they  lack  of  it  ? — A.  They  lack  in  labor  about  a  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Why  should  not  that  first  contract  have  been  finished  before  this  time  T  It  was  given 
three  years  ago,  and  it  was  to  be  completed  in  nine  months. — ^A.  I  don't  know  of  any  reason 
except  hearsay  reasons. 

Q.  What  hearsay  reasons  7— A.  That  he  cannot  get  his  money,  and  is  not  in  any  hurry 
to  finish  the  ship  ;  that  he  gets  his  bills  through,  but  does  not  get  his  money  ;  he  geta  his 
bills  through  this  navy-yard  and  there  he  stops. 

By  Mr.  Burlejgh  : 

Q.  Has  Mr.  McKay  received  all  the  money  he  is  entitled  to  on  both  contracts  by  their 
terms  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  he  is  entitled  to,  as  far  as  making  out  his  bills  is  concerned,  of 
course. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  voQ  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  has  been  relieved  firom  the  performance  of  any  work 
on  the  hull  and  outfits  of  the  Essex  f — A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  other  than  what  I  have 
already  stated. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  advertisement  for  the  completion  of  these  two 
vessels,  the  Adams  and  Essex  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  called  upon  by  Mr.  Hanscom  to  have  any  inspection  of  those  boats 
made  before  he  paid  Mr.  McKay  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  proper  for  you,  as  inspector,  to 
have  reported  the  progress  of  those  vessels  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  no  tnrther  than  signing  his  cer- 
tificate. Signing  the  certificate  is  a  report  that  such  work  was  done.  I  make  a  report  once 
a  month  of  the  condition  ot  all  vessels,  and  in  that  report  the  Adams  and  Essex  are  men- 
tioned with  other  ships. 

Q.  Were  von  here  when  the  Yandalia  was  built  ? — A.  I  was  here  just  when  she  was  about 
ready  to  be  launched. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  labor  charged  to  the  Yandalia  that  was  not  pat 
on  her? — A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say  that  I  do.    I  launched  the  ship. 

Q.  When  did  you  come  here  to  report  for  duty  ? — A.  September  26, 1874. 
'   Q.  Were  you  here  during  the  months  of  October  and  November,  1874  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  extra  amount  of  labor  that  was  brought  into  the  yard  during  the  months 
of  October  and  November  charged  to? — A.  It  whs  charged  to  the  labor  to  whicn  it  was  ap- 
plied. Part  of  it  was  piling  up  live-oak  timber  and  other  timber  and  olank  ;  breaking  up  the 
old  ship  Virginia,  which  h^  been  commenced  ;  working  on  the  Vanoalia,  on  which  we  were 
then  engaged ;  and  perhaps  some  other  work  which  is  not  in  my  mind  just  now. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  any  of  that  work  was  charged  to  the  Yandalia  t — A.  O,  yes; 
some  of  it  was.  We  didn't  charge  any  to  the  Yandalia  that  was  not  performed  on  the  Yan- 
dalia. 

Q.  Some  of  that  labor  was  put  to  work  on  the  Yandalia? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  think  likely  it 
was.  There  were  ship-carpenters  at  work  on  the  Yandalia  at  that  time,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection.     We  had  launched  the  ship  and  continued  to  work  on  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  building  of  the  Intrepid  here  ? — A.  Nothing  person- 
ally ;  she  was  launched  before  I  came  here. 

Q.  Who  superintended  the  building  of  that  vessel? — A.  Mr.  Pook  built  her. 

Q.  Will  your  books  show  anything  about  the  building  of  that  vessel,  the  accounts,  &c1— 
A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  You  are  acquainted  with  that  vessel  7 — A.  I  have  seen  her ;  that  is  about  all.  I  saw 
her  launched.    I  was  on  business  here  from  the  chief  of  bureau  the  day  she  was  launched. 

Q.  How  would  she  compare  with  the  Adams  and  Essex  and  vessels  of  ^hat  class  ? — A. 
She  was  a  difi^ereut  style  altogether.    You  could  hardly  draw  a  comparison  between  the  two. 

Q.  Larger  or  smaller  ' — A.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  her  dimenaions  to  say. 
She  was  a  difl'erent  style  of  vessel  altogether,  being  a  torpedo-boat,  and  these  are  cruising 
vessels. 

Q.  What  amount  would  you  think  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  built  that  boatf — 
A.  I  cannot  say  ofi'-hand.  She  is  an  iron  boat,  and  to  estimate  the  proportion  cf  labor  I 
should  have  to  get  her  dimensions  and  specifications. 

Q.  Would  you  think  that  $247,000  was  an  extraordinary  charge  for  the  labor  on  her? — 
A.  At  a  rough  guess,  and  considering  what  the  labor  on  our  ships  costs,  I  would  not  say 
that  it  wa6. 

Q.  The  labor  on  the  Adams  and  Essex  is  nothing  like  that  f — A.  The  Adams  and  Essex 
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ire  smaller,  I  think ;  bat,  as  I  said  before,  this  is  the  rouf^hest  kind  of  an  estimate  on  m^ 
part  She  could  not  be  compared,  as  to  her  cost,  with  the  Adams  or  Essex.  She  could  be 
more  properly  compared  with  some  of  our  monitors  built  during^  the  war. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much,  live-oak  timber  yon  have  here  on  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  have  the  amount  of  Uve>oak  timber  we  had  on  hand  in  September ;  but  we  have  received 
some  since. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  how  much  of  that  live-oak  timber  is  in  the  wet  dock  f — A.  No,  sir  ; 
I  can  only  guess  at  it.     It  is,  comparatively,  a  small  quantity. 

Q.  What  is  the  capacity  of  that  dock  f  Will  it  hold  more  than  there  is  in  it  7 — A.  A 
f^t  deal  more. 

Q  Why  is  it  not  put  into  the  dock  f — A.  Because  we  have  not  the  labor  to  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  proper  for  the  Qovemment  to  buy  live-oak  when  they  have  not  the 
men  properly  to  stow  it  ? — A.  I  think  both  wants  ought  to  be  provided  for  at  once. 

Q.  Is  not  that  live-oak  likely  to  go  to  waste  7 — A.  It  is  deteriorating. 

Q.  It  is  not  under  cover  f — 'A.  Some  is  and  some  not. 

Q.  Was  this  live-oak  required  by  requisitions  from  your  bureau? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  How  did  it  get  here  7 — A.  It  came  by  an  order  from  the  chief  of  bureau  to  the  com- 
mandant, directing  him  to  receive  such  a  quantity  of  live-oak. 

Q.  Did  the  chief  of  bureau  negotiate  for  the  price  f — ^A.  He  sent  us  the  price  that  we 
should  make  out  the  bills  for.  I  speak  of  the  live-oak  that  has  been  received  since  I  have 
been  here. 

Q.  What  is  your  idea  about  the  prices  paid  for  timber  at  this  yard ;  are  they  high  or 
Mtf-A.  They  are  very  high,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 

Q.  Most  of  the  timber  you  receive  here  is  by  orders  from  Washington,  from  the  Bureau 
of  Construction  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that,  except  with  regard  to  the  live-oak. 

Q.  Most  of  your  live-oak  is  received  by  orders  from  Washington  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the 
cootracU  are  made  in  Washington  for  live-oak,  as  far  as  I  know,  altogether,  and  we  receive 
it  according  to  the  price  sent  us  from  the  bureau. 

Q.  YoQ  make  no  requisitions  here  for  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  yon  give  for  live-oak  7  Have  you  ^ot  the  prices  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not 
got  them  here.     When  I  spoke  of  high  prices  I  referred  particularly  to  white  oak. 

By  Mr.  BURLEiGH : 

Q.  Is  your  white  oak  bought  at  what  you  consider  very  high  prices? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  ia 
liigk-priced  timber. 

Q.  Considering  the  market-rate? — A.  I  donH  know  the  market-rate  in  Boston. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  market-rate  in  Boston  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  no  occasion  to  ascer- 
taioit. 

Q.  Then  why  do  you  say  it  is  very  high  7 — A.  As  compared  with  other  places. 

Q-  Sach  as  whatf — A.  Such  as  Norfolk. 

Q.  How  much  is  the  difference  7 — A.  We  have  a  yearly  contract  now  for  50  cents  a  cubic 
foot  for  timber  delivered  here.  I  am  not  sure  what  it  is  in  Norfolk  at  this  time,  but  I  judge 
&boat  :J0  cents. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  20  cents  a  cubic  foot  is  more  than  the  freight  7 — ^A.  O,  yes ;  but 
that  is  a  c-ontract  given  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Do  you  know  that? — A.  I  know  50  cents  is  the  contract-price,  but  I  don't  know  about 
the  price  at  Norfolk. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  contract  was  given  to  the  lowest  bidder? — A.  O,  yes ;  I  know 
that  the  chief  of  bureau  so  stated.  We  have  an  open>purchase  contract  that  tops  that, 
howeyer,  considerably ;  and  that  was  what  I  had  in  my  mind  when  I  spoke  of  the  high 
prke. 

Q.  What  is  that  ? — A.  Ninety  cents  a  cubic  foot. 

Q.  What  sort  of  timber  ?— A.  White  oak. 

(^.  How  large  timber? — A.  From  12  to  ]  6  inches  square,  and  running  up,  I  suppose,  from 
30  to  45  feet  long. 

Q  Is  the  quality  of  the  timber  the  same*  as  that  furnished  by  the  yearly-contract  man  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  such  as  this  other  man  furnishes  for  50  cents  a  cubic  foot. 

Q.  Who  is  the  yearly-contract  man  7 — ^A.  That  is  McCullough,  who  lives  at  Norfolk. 

(^.  Who  furnished  this  timber  at  90  cents  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  Trickoy's  timber  better  than  McCullousrh's  ?~A.  No,  sir.  There  is  no  bet- 
ter timber  than  that  which  comes  from  Norfolk.  Mr.  lackey's  timber  looks  like  very  good 
timber.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  timber.  This  contract  with  Mr.  McCullough  is  a  yearly 
contract.  I  had  an  order  to  prepare  timber  for  the  Miantonomoh,  to  bend  from  her  rail  to 
^r  keel,  and  I  made  an  open-purchase  requisition.  I  had  not  sufficient  quantity  of  timber 
in  the  yard  there,  and  made  an  open-purchase  requisition  for  that  timber,  and  it  was  sent 
^re.  The  price  was  fixed  while  I  was  away,  and  when  I  got  back  I  found  the  timber  had 
been  received,  or  about  7,000  feet  had  been  received.  There  were  8,000  feet  in  all,  and  I 
would  not  have  known  anything  about  it  except  that  there  was  another  bill  came  in  for  the 
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additional  1,000  feet.  Of  course,  when  a  thinj^  is  done,  I  have  no  control  orer  the  price. 
That  timber  was  received  at  90  cents  a  cubic  foot.  I  asked  Mr.  Patee  how  thej  came  to 
buy  this  timber  at  90  c«nts.  He  said,  **  I  guess  that  is  all  rif^ht,  for  the  paymaster  adver- 
tibed  for  this  timber  and  put  on  his  bill,  'lowest  bid.'  **  The  presumption  is  that  90  cents 
was  the  lowest  bid  ;  but  still,  that  **  lowest  bid  "  is  a  very  nigii  price.  I  have  got  to  pay 
Mr.  Trickpy  for  nearly  1,000  feet  of  that  yet. 

Q.  Cuuld  you  ascertain  the  price  at  which  you  could  buy  that  same  kind  of  timber  at 
opf'u  purchase  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  estimated  that  at  75  cents. 

Q.  Did  you  know  you  could  get  it  for  that  f — A.  As  near  as  I  could  find  out,  I  could.. 
When  I  mak^  an  estimate  for  timber,  or  anything  else,  I  send  around  and  find  out  what  K! 
can  get  it  for,  and  put  that  upon  m}  estimate  ;  but  when  the  requisition  comes  back  approve(^ 
and  goes  to  the  paymaster,  lie  advertises  for  the  timber,  and  if  the  lowest  bid  he  gets  i^ 
90  cents  he  takes  it,  whether  it  is  over  my  estimate  or  not. 

By  the  Chairman  i 

Q.  How  much  timber  has  Mr,  Trickey  delivered  to  you  for  the  last  two  or  three  years ! . 

A.  I  can  give  you  a  statement  of  that. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  amount  of  timber  delivered  during  the  last  three  years,  the  kin^a 
and  quality,  by  whom  delivered,  at  what  price,  and  whether  by  open  purchase,  by  adver- 
tisement, or  annual  lettings  f 

Amount  of  malerial  receivedin  construction  department^  navyMrd,  Boston,  on  contractt,  op^u- 
purchase  requisitions  emanating  from  naval  constructors  t  ana  Department  orders  from  Jui^  i, 
187:^  to  March  l,l«76. 


Date. 

Yearly  schedule 
contracts. 

Open-purchase 
r  e  q  u  1  s  i  tions 
emanating  from 
const  ruction 
department. 

Department  x>r- 
ders. 

1873-74 

$102,572  41 
26, 050  75 
24,766  59 

$135,928  72 
19,210  51 
15.782  89 

$134,293  11 

1874-75 

253,931  76 

1875-76 .- 

J  86, 178  53 

Total 

153,389  75 

170,922  12 

576. 403  40 

\ 

Note.— August  22,  1873,  there  was  received  on  contract  by  order  of  the.  Department 
$11,777.50  of  plate-iron.  October  4,  1873,  there  was  received  on  contract  by  order  of  tne 
Department  two  wrought-iron  brackets,  amounting  to  $2,629.50. 

Q.  What  about  your  pine  timber  ;  about  how  high  will  your  purchases  average  f — A.  I 
have  not  had  occasion  to  examine  that.     I  have  not  required  any. 

Q.  Who  delivers  your  pine? — A.  I  think  the  last  lot  was  delivered  by  Trickey  &  Jewett. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  property  on  the  yard  belonging  to  any  other  owner  than  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  that  is  and  to  whom  it  belongs. — A.  There  is  a  lot  of  stuff  on  the  yard 
belonging  to  different  parties  rejected.  There  are  125  white-oak  knees,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Trickey.  Seventeen  were  rejected  October  25,  1873 ;  29  rejected  October  22,  J  874  ;  and  79  re- 
jected November20,  1874.  There  are  133  white-oak  knees,  the  property  of  Mr.  Keany,  rejected 
because  I  had  no  orders  to  receive  them.  They  have  never  been  inspected  at  all,  and  I  don*t 
know  anything  about  them.  Eighteen  hickory  butts,  the  property  of  J.  Trickey,  rejected 
April  26,  1873.  Five  hickory  spars,  the  propertv  of  J.  Trickey,  rejected  April,  1873.  Five 
thouHiiad  feet  3-inch  boards,  white-pine  plank,  the  property  of  Mr.  Durgee,  rejected  Decem- 
ber 18, 1873.  That  is  a  recent  delivery.  We  rejected  them  and  he  has  not  taken  them  out 
of  the  yard  yet.  Two  hundred  sticks  of  live-oak,  the  property  of  W.  C.  N.  Switt,  rejected 
at  various  times  since  J 872. 

Py  Mr,  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  that  property  cared  for? — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  rejected  stuff — good  for  nothing.  It 
doc's  nut  belong  to  the  Government.  1  have  been  trying  to  get  him  to  take  it  out  for  mooins,  as 
well  as  others.  Twenty-six  spruce  spars,  the  property  of  S.  S.  McCullongh,  r^ected  Febru- 
ary 14,  1876.  One  thousand  feet  ash,  the  property  of  Southard  &  Co.,  New  York,  rejected 
February,  1876.  I  think  they  will  take  that  out,  because  thev  have  just  removed  some  other 
rejected  timber.  Two  sticks  white  timber,  the  property  of  Mr.  Trickey,  rejected  March  6, 
1876.  Sixty-six  sticks  white-oak  timber,  the  property  of  S.  8.  McCullough,  rejected  March 
18,  1876.  Those  were  rejected  a  few  days  ago,  and,  of  course,  he  has  not  had  time  to  re- 
ntove  them.  That  is  the  amount  of  rejected  material  on  the  yard  not  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 
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Q  Why  is  it,  when  property  is  rejected,  that  it  is  permitted  to  lie  here  for  years  ? — A.  It 
is  because  the  contractors  will  not  take  it  away.  We  have  made  several  efforts  to  make 
tbeoi  take  it  out.  The  last  effort  the  commandant  has  instructed  me  to  make  is  this :  For 
instance, Mr.  'i'rickey  will  have  a  bill  duo  him  as  soon  as  Mr.  Spraguefj^ts  through  measur- 
ing the  timber.  Before  the  commandant  approves  this  bill,  he  will  notify  Mr.  Trickey  that 
thu  rejected  timber  must  be  removed  before  he  will  approve  it.  He  will  try  to  have  it  re- 
moved in  that  way.  There  is  nothing  due  Mr.  SwifY,  and  I  don*t  know  whether  be  will  get 
\ai  timber  out  or  not. 

Q.  No«r,  does  it  occur  frequently,  or  infrequently,  or  at  all,  on  your  yard,  that  when  timber 
ha«  been  once  rejected,  you  have  orders  from  Washington  to  receive  it  7 — A.  I  have  never 
been  M  ordered. 

Q.  Has  any  other  department  been  ordered  to  receive  it  f — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I 
speak  now  of  this  yard.  The  only  instance  of  that  kind  that  I  know  of  is  this :  I  rejected 
a  lot  of  timber  in  the  Washington  navy-yard  when  I  was  stationed  there,  and  I  know  that 
timber  was  afterward  sold  to  another  department ;  but  it  might  have  suited  there.  I  rejected 
it  because  of  roughness.  I  did  not  reject  it  for  rot,  but  because  it  did  not  conform  to  our 
ipeeifications ;  it  did  not  suit  me ;  but  it  might  have  suited  some  other  department. 

Q.  Has  not  some  of  thin  timber  which  was  rejected  along:  in  187l-'72  been  subsequently 
Qied  in  the  yard  under  orders  from  the  Department  ? — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  such  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  timber  lying  on  your  ya.d  that  you  have  been  ordered  to  permit 
to  be  brought  into  the  yard,  but  which  iias  not  been  received  or  inspected,  or  paid  for  by  the 
GoTernment,  but  is  still  owned  by  the  parties  t — A.  No,  sir.  The  statement  that  I  have 
made  covers  all  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Has  not  Mr.  Swift  got  some  live-oak  here  that  has  not  been  rejected,  but  which  he 
^  been  permitted  to  store  here  f — A.  He  was  permitted  to  itore  a  little  live-oak  here  winter 
before  laat. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  that  live-oak  f — A.  It  was  subsequently  measured  and  received. 
Thiit  is  uncovered  now. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  been  directed,  from  Washington,  to  receive  live  oak  from  parties, 
^  pat  it  in  your  wet-dock  and  take  care  of  it,  when  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Government  ? 
--A.  Ni),  sir.  I  will  tell  you  what  live>oak  has  been  put  in  the  wet-dock.  When  Mr.  Swift 
^MTemoving  live-oak  from  East  Boston  to  the  navy-yard,  he  got  permission  from  the  chief 
ofboreau  to  dump  it  over  into  the  wet-dock,  immediately  from  the  vessel,  without  putting  it 
do  tbe  wharf.  I  happened  to  be  in  Washington  on  my  way  home  just  about  that  time, 
^  bearing  of  this  order,  I  observed  to  the  chief  that  I  did  not  think  that  was  a  good  plan  ; 
I  wanted  to  look  at  the  timber  myself,  and  I  was  sorry  that  he  had  given  such  an  order.  He 
»i<i,  *' Well,  tell  Swift  to  leave  it  on  the  wharf."  I  told  him  that  I  wanted  to  look  at  it,  so 
^  I  could  put  the  different  pieeen  together.  When  I  g^t  back  I  told  Mr.  Swift  I  wanted 
kioto  put  it  on  the  wharf,  and  he  did  so.  It  was  only  a  small  quantity  that  was  put  into 
^dock.    It  was  over  in  East  Boston  a  number  of  months  before  it  was  brought  over. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  not  that  timber  deteriorating? — A.  Certainly  it  is.  I  want  the  labor  to  put  it  into 
ti»  wet-dock  now. 

Q.  How  long  can  it  remain  uncovered  wttl^out  being  ruined  f — A.  It  would  take  a  good 
"Mnj  years. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q*  Would  it  not  crack  in  cold  weather  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  injured  more  by  that  than  by 
rot.  and  for  that  reason  we  ought  to  have  it  overboard  as  soon  as  we  can  get  it  overbuard. 

Q-  Would  it  not  deteriorate  very  much  in  two  winters  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  it  might  crack,  so 
that  we  would  have  to  reduce  it  considerably  in  order  to  use  it. 

Q.  How  much  would  you  have  to  reduce  it  1 — A.  It  would  depend  upon  the  U8es  to  which 
«e  wanted  to  put  it.  I  might  have  to  cut  two  feet  off  the  end  to  get  rid  of  some  bad  places 
»nd  cut  two  inches  off  sideways. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of  any  boats  in  this  yard  belonging  to  private  individuals  ?— A.  There 
tt  a  boat  moored  here  in  one  of  our  docks. 

Q-  Is  it  taken  care  of  by  the  Government  ? — A.  I  donH  know  what  care  is  exercised. 

Q.  Is  it  not  under  canvas  provided  by  the  Government? — A.  I  believe  it  is.  I  have 
notbine  to  do  with  the  canvas. 

Q*  Whose  boat  is  itf — A.  It  is  the  America,  belonging  to  Gkneral  ButUr,  I  under- 
itaod. 

Q>  Has  any  labor  been  done  to  that  boat  by  anybody  ? — ^A.  I  don*t  know.  I  can  speak 
certainly  of  construction — nothing. 

Q-  Do  you  know  whether  any  small  boat  has  been  made  for  this  Amaricaf  — A.  No,  sir; 
^to  my  knowledge.  I  heard  there  was  a  boat  built  here  for  General  Butler;  but  what  it 
*«  for,  I  don't  know. 

Q-  Who  would  be  likely  to  know  ? — A.  The  boat-maker,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Pook. 

Q.  Who  is  be  1—A.  The  boat-builder  is  Mr.  Rigby. 
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Q.  Was  be  here  at  that  time  f — A.  Tea,  sir ;  he  told  me  about  the  boat.  I  didoH  knovi^ 
anything  about  it. 

Q.  How  came  that  boat  to  be  sent  to  the  navy-jard  f — A.  I  don't  know  anything  aboa% 
that,  because  she  came  here  while  I  was  away. 

Q.  Has  she  been  here  for  some  time  T — A.  I  cannot  say ;  it  is  not  a  rery  unusual  thing*  t^> 
allow  citizens  to  keep  their  boats  in  the  yard.  I  think  there  is  a  little  yacht  that  is  moore^ 
up  there  in  addition  to  the  America. 

Q.  Whose  is  it  ? — A.  I  don't  know  the  owner.  Her  name  is  the  Tempest.  It  is  not  an 
unuFual  thing  to  allow  a  citizen  to  bring  his  boat  here,  if  it  is  not  in  our  way.  The  Tempeat 
has  been  here  two  winters. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  clerks  and  writers  in  this  yard  ;  are  there  more  than 
are  necessary  f — A.  In  construction  there  are  decidedly  more  than  are  necessary. 

Q.  How  many  could  you  dispense  with  f — A.  More  than  half  of  tbemf  counting  all  who 
have  been  ordered  on. 

Q.  Can  you  state  how  many  you  have  f — A.  Three  clerks  and  four  writers. 

Q.  Why  do  you  not  dispense  with  those  you  have  no  use  for  1 — A.  I  do,  as  far  as  I  cao, 
by  suspending  them.  I  am  not  allowed  to  discharge  them,  being  appointees  of  the  burena. 
I  have  four  suspended  now. 

Q.  If  you  inform  the  bureau  that  you  have  no  use  for  them  will  they  not  allow  you  to 
c^charge  them  ? — A.  I  can  inform  the  bureau,  but  I  cannot  dincharge  them,  because  tbe 
bureau  send  those  writers  here  :  but  when  I  have  no  use  for  them  I  suspend  them. 

Q.  Have  you,  in  any  cases,  received  orders  not  to  suspend  them^  but  to  carry  them  ^orwtrd 
on  the  roll  ? — A.  Yes.  sir ;  I  do  sometimes.  I  have  suspended  persons  and  they  have  been 
ordered  back. 

Q.  What  are  these  surplus  people  doing  as  clerks  or  writers — anything  f — A.  0,  yes: 
I  keep  them  at  work  doing  something ;  but  uf  course  two  men  are  doing  one  man's  work. 

Q.  What  pay  do  they  get  ?— A.  The  writers  get  $3.25  a  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  surplus  officers  about  this  yard  that  could  be  dispensed  with  T 
^A.  I  am  only  competent  to  judee  of  my  own  department,  I  think. 

Q.  Are  there  any  others  in  your  own  department  that  you  can  dispense  with  f — A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Name  them. — A.  I  could  dispense  generally  with  the  men  who  have  been  sent  here  for 
store-hands,  and  some  I  have  discharged  on  my  own  account ;  but  sometimee  they  are  sent 
here,  and  I  have  not  the  privilege  of  discharging  them.  I  found  a  number  of  store-bands 
here,  and  as  soon  as  I  could  get  at  it,  I  decreased  their  number  as  rapidly  as  I  could  do  it 

Q.  About  how  many  of  those  have  you  now  ? — A.  I  have  cut  them  down  pretty  low  now. 
I  discharged  them  all :  but  one  has  been  re-instated  lately. 

Q.  Are  there  not  more  officers  on  this  yard  than  laborers,  in  jroportion  to  the  work  to 
be  done 7 — A.  Of  course  there  are  at  present;  but  we  are  in  a  broken  state  now.  Oar 
money  is  all  gone.  We  can  only  spend  two  thousand  and  some  hundred  dollars  a  month 
in  our  department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  Navy  Department  for  the  service  here  that  you  can 
call  to  the  Attention  of  the  committee  7 — ^A.  The  abuses,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  would  be 
confined  to  the  construction  department.  The  abuses  in  my  department  are  chiefly  having 
men  commonly  called  ** dead-heads;"  and  such  men  I  would  get  rid  of— men  who  have 
very  little  or  nothin|^  to  do  for  their  money.  »  These  are  the  abuses  which  we  have  to  coo- 
tend  with,  and  that  is  the  reason  that  our  work  is  made  to  cost  more  than  it  ought  to  cost^ 
because  men  are  put  in  here  who  are  doing  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing. 

Q.  Have  you  perfect  discipline  and  control  over  these  men  who  are  here  by  authority 
over  you  ?  For  instance,  Mr.  Hanscom  orders  you  to  take  John  Smith  on  your  rolls  as  a 
clerk,  perhaps ;  he  keeps  your  accounts,  makes  out  your  bills,  and  all  that ;  while  that  man 
is  responsible  to  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  not  to  you,  have  you  perfect  control  over  him  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  have.    If  that  man  does  not  do  as  I  want  him  to  do,  I  suspend  him. 

Q.  Suppose  he  reports  the  fact  to  Mr.  Hanscom,  and  he  orders  you  to  put  him  back  in  his 
place. — A.  I  suspend  him  until  I  receive  orders  from  the  bureau  to  take  him  back.  If  I 
receive  such  orders  I  have  to  do  it :  but,  notwithstanding,  I  make  him  do  his  work.  I 
don't  hesitate  to  exercise  my  authority  if  he  is  appointed  by  the  bureau.  The  men  know 
that  very  well,  and  they  know  that  it  will  not  do  for  them  to  commit  any  flagrant  act,  be- 
cause the  bureau  would  not  sustain  them  in  it.  They  are  under  my  control.  There  is  no 
question  about  that ;  but  the  trouble  is  that  there  are  too  many  of  them. 

Q.  How  many  parties  have  you  to  take  charge  of  your  timber,  measure  it,  and  inspect  it  f — 
A.  We  have  Mr.  Sprague  for  timber-inspector,  and  he  is  responsible  fur  all  timber  inspected. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  check  upon  him  ;  do  you  know  whether  he  measures  his  timber  cor- 
rectly 7 — A.  Yes, sir;  when  lam  present  myself  I  am  a  check  upon  him.  I  am  not  pres- 
ent when  he  is  measuring,  but  I  go  over  it  with  him  after  he  has  inspected  it,  and  measure 
it  by  my  eye  ;  I  can  tell  pretty  well  by  that.  If  I  find  a  log  that  is  put  down  as  forty  feet 
long  when  I  think  it  is  not  over  thirty,  I  call  his  attention  to  it  and  have  it  renieasured. 

Q.  Do  you  find  any  mistakes  of  that  kind  f — A.  No ;  but  it  has  been  my  misfortune  since 
I  have  been  here  to  have  had  very  little  opportunity  of  going  over  with  him.  I  have  been 
generally  away  when  this  has  been  done.  The  last  timber  that  I  received  from  Mr.  McCui- 
lough  is  nearly  the  first  that  I  have  gone  over  with  satisfaction  to  myself.    I  have  had  Mr. 
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SprajHie  measure  the  lenf^th,  breadth,  and  thickness  of  each  log^,  and  I  have  gone  over  the 
fibres  with  him.  In  some  cases  I  have  cut  him  down  and  sometimes  I  have  put  him  np, 
becftUM  in  some  cases  his  measurement  was  against  the  contractor.  As  a  general  thing,  be 
is  pretty  conect. 

Q.  Who  is  your  gate-keeper?— A.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  him;  Trickej,  I  believe 
hii  usnie  is. 

BjMr.  Harris: 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  yon  have  any  information  or  ground  for  suspicion  that  any  timber 
las  been  received  by  Mr.  Sprague  as  of  greater  measurement  than  it  would  actually  hold  out. 
-A.  I  cannot  say  that.  The  only  thing  that  I  can  accuse  Mr.  Sprague  of  is  some  little  care- 
iNiDess,  so  that  when  I  went  over  the  live-oak  timber  with  him  on  my  return,  (that  part 
wbieh  Mr.  Swift  had  put  on  the  wharf,)  I  had  one  or  two  pieces  rejected  which  I  thought  he 
had  not  exercised  correct  judgment  in  receiving.  He  may  differ  from  me  to  this  day,  and 
ny  his  judgment  was  correct. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 
Q.  Did  you  observe  anything  that  showed  any  fraudulent  intent  on  his  part  ? — A    I  think 

Q-  Are  there  any  facilities  for  clandestinely  removing  timber  or  other  material  out  of  the 
jutif— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  The  timber-inspector,  unless  the  naval  constructor  is  pre- 
lent,  has  no  check  upon  him.  If  the  naval  constructor  did  not  go  over  the  timber  himself 
with  the  timber-inspector,  the  timber-inspector  has  no  sufficient  check  upon  him,  because  the 
tiinber-iuspector  is  a  man  on  low  pay.  He  receives  an  immense  amount  of  timber  through 
the  jear.  and  if  a  corrupt  contractor  should  want  to  purchase  him,  why,  really,  they  could 
conceal  it.  The  check  on  the  timber- inspector  is  the  naval  constructor.  This  timber  is  all 
pot  io  oar  books,  and  the*  length,  breadth,  and  thickness  of  each  stick  is  on  record.  I  can 
torn  to  the  length,  breadth,  and  thickness  on  my  books  and  see  whether  the  calculation  is 
inade  correctly ;  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  uie  to  be  here  when  the  timber  is  received. 
Id  my  ahsence*  I  cannot  do  that,  and  unless  the  assistant  constructor  or  the  foreman  of  the 
cvpenters  will  be  a  check  on  the  timber-inspector,  he  has  no  check. 

^  Coald  not  the  services  of  the  timber-inspector  be  dispensed  with,  and  you  or  some  other 
officer  do  the  same  work  and  do  it  as  well  f — A.  That  would  amount  to  making  some  other 
officer  the  timber-inspector. 

Q.  Coald  not  some  other  officer  do  the  duties  of  his  office  and  act  as  timber- inspector, 
without  any  detriment  to  the  public  service  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  we  could  not  dispense  with  the 
tiober-inspector. 

Q.  Coald  not  some  of  the  clerks  who  are  sufficiently  familiar  with  that  business  measure 
^tioher  when  it  comes  here  7  How  often  do  you  need  the  services  of  a  timber-inspec- 
tor/— A.  The  timber-inspector  not  only  receives  and  inspcM^ts  the  timber  but  he  keeps  an 
tccouQt  ot  the  uses  to  which  the  timber  is'  put.  When  any  is  used,  the  quarterman  of  the 
skipwrights  reports  to  him,  '*  I  have  taken  a  dozen  or  twenty  pieces  of  timber,**  and  the  tim- 
her-iospeetor  charges  it  on  his  book :  **  Delivered  the  Vaudalia,  Adams,  or  Essex,  so  and 
*o.''  He  keeps  that  account  from  day  to  day.  He  is  really  the  clerk  who  has  charge  of  the 
timber. 

Q  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  connected  with  the  Navy  who  has  received  any  present  or 
any  gift  or  property  or  money,  or  the  representative  of  either,  from  any  individual  for  the 
performance  of  any  duty  or  to  influence  his  action  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  do.  I  know 
sf  00  such  case.     I  have  heard  rumors,  but  with  no  names  connected  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  of  the  Navy  who  accepts  commissions,  in  making  purchases 
oraoythiDgof  that  kind,  from  the  parties  of  whom  be  purchases? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  assessments  being  levied  by  anybody  for  partisan  or  other  pur- 
poses on  the  officers  or  the  employ^  in  your  department  ?^A.  Not  of  late  years.  In  former 
years,  I  knew  of  assessments  being  levied  on  the  men  and  attempted  on  the  officers.  The 
f^^ten  generally  treated  them  with  contempt.  I  am  afraid  the  meu^had  to  *'  pony  up.''  The 
last  instance  of  that  kind  that  came  to  my  notice  was  in  Norfolk,  perhaps  four  years  ago. 
The  only  notice  I  got  directly  was  to  come  forward  to  some  association  in  Philadelphia  and 
bring  my  |20  with  me.    They  never  got  the  |20. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q-  Do  you  know  of  any  vessels  being  repaired  at  any  navy-yard  where  you  have  been 
employed  where  more  than  $.'),0C0  were  expended  without  the  report  of  a  board,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  section  1538  ? — A.  The  only  cases  that  occur  to  me 
^'^  those  of  the  vessels  that  we  are  repairing  by  building  new  vessels  in  their  stead.  I  do 
not  know  that  a  board  was  not  called  on  them.     I  was  never  on  such  a  board. 

Q*  What  vessels  have  been  repaired  at  an  expense  of  more  than  |3, 000,  either  by  rebuild- 
ing or  by  general  repairs f-- A.  The  Marion  is  one,  at  the  Kiitery  yard;  the  Vandalia.  at 
^  Boston  yard  ;  the  Swatara,  at  the  New  Vork  yard ;  the  Quinnebaug,  at  Philadelphia ;  the 
^'ipsic,  at  Washington;  the  Galena,  at  Norfolk  ;  and  the  Tallapoosa,  at  Baltimore.  I  think 
'btte  are  some  in  California,  but  I  don't  know  positively. 

^'  Were  these  vesaels  that  you  have  named  rebuilt  entirely,  or  any  of  them  ? — A.  Of  the 
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yessels  that  I  have  named,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  Marion,  Vandalia,  Swatara,  Qoinnebanf; 
Galena,  and  Nipsic,  were  all  broken  np,  and  new  vessels  built. 

Q   Was  any  portion  of  the  old  vessels  nsed  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  new  ones  ? — A. 
don't  know  whether  there  was  or  not  except  in  the  case  of  the  Galena,  which  I  built,  at  Nor 
folk.   I  know  there  was  not  in  that  case. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  whether  the  provision  of  law  in  section  1538  of  the  Statutes  was  compliet 
with  in  thebnildinff  of  those  vessels  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  yuu  know  if  it  had  been  ? — A.  Not  absolutely.  It  might  take  place  while  ] 
was  absent  from  the  yards. 

Q.  Would  that  board  necessarily  be  orji^anized  at  the  yard  where  the  vessel  wonld  be  re 
built  ? — A.  I  think  it  would.     They  have  surveys  at  our  navy-yards  not  infrequently. 

Q.  Have  you  named  all  the  vessels  which  hav^been  repaired  at  an  expense  of  over  $3,00(1 
— A.  No.  We  repaired  the  Wabash  at  an  expanse  of  over  |3,000 ;  but  I  think  there  was 
board  in  that  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  instances  where  the  statute  was  disregarded  ? — A.  One  oth< 
occurs  to  me.   We  repaired  the  Mahopac  at  Norfolk.      I  am  not  certain  whether  we  had 
board  or  not. 

Q.  To  what  extent  was  she  repaired  f — A.  It  cost  over  $100,000. 

Q.  When  was  that  done? — A.  Just  at  the  time  of  the  Cuban  excitement.  She  was  readj 
for  sea  about  the  time  we  expected  trouble  with  Cuba.  That  was  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

Q.  Was  her  hull  preserved  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  she  was  repaired,  really. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  proper  board  ordered  it  T — A.  I  think  it  is  very  likely  thai 
they  had  a  proper  board.    I  cannot  say  positively. 

Q.  H^ve  yon  known  of  any  order  by  the  President  that  a  vessel  should  be  sold,  as  pro- 
vided in  section  1540  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  know  of  any  such  order.  But  if  there  was  any 
such  order,  would  it  not  come  to  us  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? 

Q.  Under  the  next  section  of  the  statute  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  '*  authorized  tnd 
directed  to  sell  at  public  auction  such  vessels  and  materials  of  the  United  States  Navy  as  iu 
his  judgment  cannot  be  judiciously  nsed,  repaired,  or  fitted  out."  Do  you  know  whether 
any  vessels  have  been  so  d  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  without  advertisement,  as  provided 
in  this  section  ? — A.  The  only  case  that  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  is  that  there  waa  i 
double-ender  advertised  to  be  sold  at  the  Washington  navy -yard,  and  she  was  withdrawn 
and  afterward  sold  at  private  sale. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — A.  Perhaps  six  years  ago.  That  was  the  Shamokin.  I  think  Bhe 
was  offered  for  sale,  and  withdrawn  because  they  could  not  get  money  enough.  I  tbiok 
she  was  afterward  sold  at  private  sale. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  sne  brought  ? — A.  My  impression  is  about  $17,000. 

Q.  She  was  a  double-ender  iron-clad  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  'I  think  that  was  the  price.  That  is 
my  recollection  of  it.     I  know  I«  thought  it  was  a  shame  to  sell  her. 

Q.  With  regard  to  those  vessels  sold  here,  what  were  their  names  t — A.  The  Sbawnee 
was  one :  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the  other. 

Q.  Were  those  sold  first  at  auction  ? — A.  I  understood  so.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
however. 

G.  Do  yon  know  who  the  bidder  was  t — A.  I  understood  that  they  were  bid  off  by  Mr. 
Nat.  McKay. 

Q.  Did  yon  understand  that  that  sale  was  carried  out  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  understood  that 
it  was  not  carried  out. 

Q.  Were  those  vessels  afterward  sold  at  private  sale  ? — A.  No,  sir  :  the  first  I  knew  ol 
it  afterward  was  we  got  an  order  from  the  chief  of  bureau  telling  us  that  the  vessels  wouk 
be  broken  up. 

Q.  Yuu  know  of  no  law  to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  ordering  any  vessel  t< 
be  broken  up  f — A.  Is  there  any  law  authorizing  him  to  break  up  any  vessel  ? 

Q.  That  is  a  question  you  put  to  me.  I  asked  you  if  you  knew  of  any  law  to  preven 
him  from  doin^  it? — A.  I  am  not  familiar  with  any  such  law,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  do  vessels  sold  at  auction  ever  bring  what  they  are  worth  to  brea) 
upf — A.   Sometimes  they  do,  but  very  rarely. 

Q.  Did  those  two  vessels  which  are  now  being  broken  up,  iu  your  judgment  bring  a 
much  at  auction  as  they  will  yield  the  Government  in  breaking  up  f — A.  That  I  cannot  sajf 
The  chief  of  bureau  claims  that  they  will.  I  have  never  examined  to  see  whether  they  wil 
or  not.  I  can  mention  a  case  where  a  vessel  sold  for  c|uite  as  much  as  she  was  worth,  th* 
Saint  Lawrence,  at  Norfolk. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Government  if  several  vessels  now  on  tin 
stocks  iu  this  yard,  or  afloat,  were  sold  at  auction  to  the  highest  bidder  ? — A.  I  think  i 
would  be  a  good  plan  to  try  to  sell  them  in  that  way,  and  if  I  could  not  get  money  enongl 
for  them,  I  would  break  them  up  in  the  yard.  It  would  be  according  to  the  amount  of  monej 
I  could  get. 

Q.  Won't  you  name  the  useless  vessels  on  the  stocks  and  afloat? — A.  The  Connecticut  is  one 
She.  is  one  of  the  spar-deck  sloops,  a  class  of  vessels  commenced  during  the  war. 

Q.  Is  she  finished  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  she  is  very  well  underway.  She  was  commenced  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  has  been  lying  there  ever  since. 
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Q.  Is  she  fit  to  be  finished  T — A.  No,  sir ;  she  is  rotten,  and  on^i^ht  to  be  broken  np. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  think  yon  wonld  get  as  mnch  monej  bj  breaking  ber  up  here  at  the  expense 
of  tbe  Goveroment  as  it  would  cost  to  do  the  work? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  think  anybody 
woald  boy  that  yessel ;  bnt  we  migrbt  receive  bids  to  break  her  ap  by  contract.  That  is, 
"What  will  yon  give  me  for  the  privilege  of  breaking  that  vessel  up  and  taking  all  the 
DDtterial  ?" 

Q.  That  is,  yon  mi|i^ht  sell  her  to  an  individual  to  be  broken  up,  and  realise  something  f— A. 
Ya,8ir. 

Q.  Yos  think  she  should  be  sold  rather  than  broken  up  f — A.  I  would  prefer  to  try  that 
way. 

Q.  What  other  vessels  f — A.  The  Virginia  is  another  one.  She  should  be  broken  up  be- 
eaose  she  is  about  half  broken  np  now.     She  is  an  old  ship  that  was  commenced  in  lr^l7, 

Q.  \\rhether  or  not,  in  your  juagment,  before  the  work  of  breaking  her  up  commenced,  it 
would  not  have  been  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  have  finished  her  and  put 
kerifloat! — A.  In  my  judgment  it  would.     Perhaps  my  judgment  is  not  good. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  T — A.  For  a  receiving-ship.  She  would  have  made  a  splendid  re- 
ceirio^-ghip. 

V-  Is  she  sound  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  she  is  pretty  generally  sound — a  great  deal  more  so  than 
the  CoDiKTticut.    She  was  built  of  live-oak,  and  is  in  pretty  good  condition  now. 

Q.  What  would  it  have  cost  to  have  put  her  in  condition  tur  a  receiving-8hip  before  tbe 
voriof  breaking  her  up  was  commenced  ? — A.  I  should  think  $.50,000,  at  least. 

By  Mr.  BURLEIGH : 

Q  Rave  we  not  plenty  of  unseaworthy  ships  that  would  answer  the  purpose  of  a  receiving- 
^ipt— A.  I  donU  know  about  that.  I  do  not  like  to  have  a  rotten  receiving- ship.  I  think 
we  want  sound  and  healthy  ships  for  that  service.  We  have  several  receiving-ships  which 
I  Mt  tbe  propriety  of  using  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  estimate  the  cost  of  breaking  up  that  ship  has  been  and  will  be  be- 
fore it  is  completed  f — A.  I  don't  know  bow  much  it  has  cost,  but  I  think  it  will  cost 
$10,0WI  to  complete  the  breaking  up. 

Q.  lo  breaking  np  such  a  vessel  as  that,  what  does  the  Government  g^t  that  is  valuable  ? 
-~A.  Nothing  but  the  copper.     We  get  the  old  iron,  to  be  sure,  but  it  amounts  to  nothing 
bat  icrap-iron.    It  does  not  pay  for  the  getting.    We  get  chiefly  bolt-copper. 
Q.  Is  there  mnch  of  it  in  that  ship  7 — A.  Very  considerable. 

Q-  Will  the  copper  pay  for  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  7 — A.  There  is  about*  $20,000 
worth  of  copper  in  tbe  vessel. 

Q.  Do  jou  tjiink  any  individual  could  afford  to  pay  money  to  the  Government  for  the 
privilege  of  breaking  that  vessel  up,  he  to  have  the  material  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  would 
psjaman  to  do  it 

Q.  What  other  vessels  do  yon  think  should  be  broken  up  f — A.  Those  are  the  only  vessels 
tha:  are  on  the  stocks  here.  There  is  another  one  on  the  stocks — the  Pennsylvania — but 
■^  i<  too  good  to  break  np. 

Q.  What  is  she  f — A.  She  is  the  same  as  the  Connecticut — a  spar-deck  sloop.  She  is 
nofed  over,  but  her  sides  are  exposed  to  the  weather.  Her  frame  is  of  white  oak,  and  she 
is  in  pnttj  good  order. 

Q.  Would  yon  finish  or  sell  her  f — A.  I  would  not  do  anything  with  her.  I  would  like 
to  keep  her  in  reserve,  in  case  of  emergency.  I  would  not  finish  her  now,  because  we  do 
Bot  want  her  ;  but  in  case  of  emergency,  she  could  be  finished  in  six  months — less  time  than 
we  could  build  a  new  vessel.  I  would  keep  her  where  she  is.  Of  vessels  afloat,  we  have 
tbeJara— very  rotten  indeed.  She  ought  to  be  broken  up,  if  we  could  not  sell  her  for 
QioQ|^h  to  justify  a  sale.  She  has  got  a  splendid  engine  in  her ;  but  if  we  could  not  sell  her 
for  a  proper  sum,  then  she  ought  to  be  broken  up.  I  would  recommend  trying  to  sell  her 
first. 

(^.  How  much  ought  she  to  bring  f — ^A.  She  ought  to  brin&r  |50,000. 

Q.  CoQld  that  vessel  be  converted  into  a  ship  fur  the  merchant  service  ? — A.  No,  sir;  but 
ber  engines  are  good.  Her  hull  is  rotten — white-oak. 

Q.  Does  it  now  cost  the  Government  something  to  take  care  of  such  a  vessel  as  that  7 — 
A  Yea,  gir ;  they  are  at  the  expense  of  ship-keepers  every  day  to  keep  it  from  burning,  and 
of  steam-engineers  to  see  that  the  machinery  does  not  go  to  ruin. 

Q-  What  do  you  suppose  the  actual  cost  of  taking  care  of  that  vessel  is  f — A.  The  cost 
of  the  ship-keepers  is  f3^.50  a  day,  at  present.  We  have  nine  at  $2.50,  one  at  |4,  and 
two  others  at  $:i  a  day.     We  have  srot  them  as  low  as  we  can  get  them 

Q  What  other  vessels  have  you  here  f — A.  The  Niagara.  She  is  in  rather  better  order 
titao  tbe  Iowa ;  still,  she  is  not  fit  to  be  repaired ;  she  ought  to  be  sold  or  broken  up.  Then 
we  bare  the  old  receiving-ship  Ohio,  which  ought  to  be  sold  or  broken  up.  She  has  been 
AreceiviDg-ship,  I  believe,  for  about  twenty  years,  but  last  year  we  were  ordered  to  put  the 
Wabash  on  as  receiving-ship  and  let  the  Ohio  remain  in  ordinary.  I  think  she  ought  to  be 
disposed  of  by  sale,  if  possible.  I  would  try  to  sell  them  in  all  cases,  and,  if  we  got  money 
tiumgh,  let  them  go.  That  is  the  easiest  way  to  dispose  of  them ;  but,  rather  than  give 
tbem  away,  1  would  have  them  broken  up  in  the  yards. 
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Q.  Wnald  anybody  pay  any  money  for  the  Ohio  7 — A.  O,  yes.  The  Ohio  is  a  copper 
fastened  ship,  and  in  those  days  they  put  in  heavier  copper  than  they  do  now.  As  the  St 
Lawrence  sold  for  117,000,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Ohio  would  bring  |*^,000,  just  to  be  brokei 
up. 

Q,  She  is  not  fi^ood  for  any thinjir  else  ? — A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  She  could  not  be  sent  to  sea? — A.  O,  yes  ;  but  it  would  not  pay  to  do  it. 

Q.  She  is  a  74«gun  frigate  ?— A.  We  do  not  use  that  class  of  yeasela  now.  She  is  calle 
a  second>rate  sailing-ship. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  vessels  that  yon  think  should  be  broken  up  or  disposed  of  in  sok 
way  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  another  vessel,  which  we  have  condemned.  She  is  in  a  shi 
house  here.  She  is  a  vessel  of  a  class  that  we  commenced  to  build  just  as  the  war  w  « 
about  being  closed.  One  of  them  is  in  the  Kittery  yard,  and  one  has  been  broken  up 
the  Philadelphia  yard.  I  think  there  is  another  one  in  the  New  York  yard.  The  one  ^ 
have  here  is  called  the  Oregon.  She  was  intended  to  be  a  double-turreted  iron-clad,  d: 
was  condemned  long  ago,  and  I  think  she  ought  to  be  broken  up. 

Q.  Condemned  for  what  reason  ? — A.  Rottenness.    She  is  built  of  white  oak. 

Q.  Has  she  got  her  engines  in  her  ? — A.  Partly.    She  has  got  considerable  machinery 
her.     She  ought  to  be  broken  up,  so  that  we  can  have  the  use  of  the  ship- house.     I  won 
not  let  any  contractor  come  into  the  yard  for  her,  nor  for  the  Virginia.    I  think  it  would  b 
better  to  break  her  up. 

Q.  You  say  you  would  not  allow  contractors  to  come  into  the  yard  to  break  up  vessels  oi 
the  stocks  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  tho  objection  to  it?— A.  Thev  have  to  be  watched.  I  do  not  mean  the  con 
tractors  themselves,  but  their  men.  They  have  to  be  watched  very  closely,  and  then  they 
make  way  with  some  of  the  property. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  don*t  know  whether  or  not  any  vessels  have  been  sold  at  auction  or  otherwise, 
where  the  proceeds  have  not  been  properly  covered  into  the  Treasury  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Section  1544  provides  **  that  laborers  shalLbe  employed  in  the  several  yards  by  the  proper 
officers  "      " 
orations. 
A.  . 

plied  wirh.  '  A  naval  constructor,  for  instance,  is  ordered  to  the  Boston  navy-yard.  He 
does  not.  know  whether  Smith  is  a  ship- carpenter  or  a  blacksmith.  He  is  ordered  to  do  cer* 
tain  work,  and  is  told  that  he  msy  spend  $H0,000  a  month.  The  naval  constructor  savs  to 
the  master-carpenter,  **Send  in  requisition  for  the  number  of  carpenters  I  designate,**  and 
so  on  through  the  other  Departmenta.  He  says  to  Mr.  Sampson,  *'  I  want  you  to  send  me  a 
requisition  for  twenty-five  shipwrights.'*  Mr.  Sampson  knows  all  about  the  men  in  this  vi- 
cinity. The  naval  constructor  does  not  know  anything  about  them.  Of  course  he  sigiu 
the  requisition  that  the  master-carpenter  sends  in,  the  master-smith,  the  master-joiner,  or  th< 
master- laborer.  They  all  send  iu  requisitions  for  the  number  of  men  which  the  contractoi 
designates,  without  mentioning  names.  He  cannot  designate  any  names.  He  is  a  strange 
and  does  not  know  the  names ;  and  on  the  strength  of  the  good  faith  of  those  mechanics 
those  men  are  taken  in.  The  naval  constructor  may  tind  out  afterwards  that  those  master 
mechanics  have  betrayed  the  confidence  which  he  reposed  In  them,  and  he  does  not  trus 
them  any  more.  The  naval  constructor  instructs  Mr.  Sampson  to  employ  twenty-five  ship 
Wrights ;  Mr.  Dwight  to  employ  twenty-five  blacksmiths ;  but  when  yon  come  down  to  th« 
laboring  men,  anybody,  who  is  an  able-bodied  man,  is  supposed  to  be  a  laborer,  and  we  d 
not  care  who  they  are. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  the  mode  which  you  have  described  to  be  the  proper  mode  for  th 
employment  of  laborers  under  the  provisions  of  that  statute  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  unanestionablj 

Q.  Whether  or  not  laborers  are  ever  forced  upon  the  officers  of  the  yard  by  other  persons 
— A.  Laborers  may  be  forced  upon  the  master-mechanics,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary 
they  are  not  forced  upon  me.     The  master-mechanic  comes  in  communication  with  tb 
laborers. 

Q.  Would  you  consider  an  order  from  the  Department  at  Washington  to  employ  a  certai 
person  as  a  laborer  a  violation  of  your  rights  under  this  statute  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not  ? — A.  Because  we  are  put  here  to  obey  the  orders  of  our  superior  officen 
We  are  not  supposed  to  go  behind  their  orders. 

Q.  Will  you  listen  to  the  language:  *' Laborers  shall  be  employed  in  the  several  ymrdj 
by  the  proper  officers  in  charge,  with  reference  to  skill  and  efficiency.'*  Now,  sir,  woul 
you  consider  that  law  as  giving  the  officers  in  charge  the  entire  power  over  this  Question  ?- 
A.  No,  sir;  I  construe  the  law  to  mean  this :  that  they  are  to  be  emploved  with  referenc 
to  their  **  skill  and  efi^iency."  I  instruct  Mr.  Sampson  to  employ  the  shipwrights,  and 
take  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Sampson  will  not  send  me  a  man  wno  is  not  a  shipwright ;  an 
if  I  find  he  is  not,  I  disrate  him  and  make  him  a  laborer,  or  discharge  him  altogether. 

Q.  You  would  not  employ  any  man  voder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ai 
less  yon  found  that  he  was  a  proper  man,  so  f^r  as  skill  and  efficiency  are  concerned,  woai< 
you  I— A,  I  regard  the  order  oi'  the  chief  of  bureau,  or  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  far  as 
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m  eoncemed,  abend  of  anything  else.     If  tbej  choose  to  g^ve  an  order  contrary  to  that 
U»,  tbe  responsibility  rests  upon  them. 

Q.  Tbe  qnestiou  ia,  do  you  think  that  the  Secretary  or  the  chief  of  bureaa  has  the  power, 
under  that  law,  to  employ  any  laborer  for  yoar  yard  f 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Id  other  words,  do  yon  feel  that  you  are  bonnd  to  obey  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
when  you  know  that  he  is  violatinj^  the  law  f — A.  I  am  not  supposed  to  know  the  law.  I 
UQ  sapposed  to  know  this  law  above  all  others,  that  I  am  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secre- 
Urjohhe  Navy.  My  commission  tells  me  that  I  must  obey  his  orders,  or  I  infer  that.  If 
I  chooM  to  protest  afterwards,  I  may  do  it,  but  tbe  order  must  be  obeyed. 

BjMr.  Harris: 

Q.  Whether  or  not  you  would  consider  that  he  was  in  violation  of  that  statute  if  he  em- 
plojeda  man  and  sent'  him  here  ? — ^A.  I  hardly  think  I  should.  I  think  the  Secretary  of 
IheNtvy  is  as  an  officer  of  this  yard  and  all  other  yards. 

Q.  YuQ  think  he  would  be  consfdered  a  **  proper  officer  in  charge  of  the  yard  ?'* — A.  I  do 
not  know  but  what  he  would. 

Q.  Id  your  experience,  do  the  Secretary  of  the  ^avy  and  the  chief  of  bureau  order  men 
to  be  employed  here  ? — A.  They  do. 

Q.  And  you  obey  their  orders f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Claiming  the  right  to  suspend  tbe  men  whenever  you  see  fit? — A.  Suspend  only,  not 
ducbsr^re,  unleas  the  chief  says  on  his  order,  ^^This  man  is  not  to  be  suspended  without 
Mlbority  from  this  Department.'' 

Q.  Would  you  not  exercise  the  right  to  suspend  that  man  if  you  found  he  was  totally 
loc^peteut  t — A.  I  could  not  do  it  under  that  order.  Tf  the  chief  of  bureau  sent  me  an 
order  to  employ  a  certain  man  as  a  writer,  and  says  that  he  is  not  to  be  suspended  without 
Mtbority  from  that  Department,  and  I  found  that  he  wad  incompetent,  I  should  pay  him, 
bat  Dot  let  him  do  anytning.  If  he  became  abusive,  I  would  suspend  him  without  a  mo- 
iDent'g  hesitation. 

4.  You  would  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  power  to  put  a  man  here  whom 
yon  esDDot,  by  your  own  order,  remove  or  suspend  ?  Do  you  usually  find  that  direction 
^otes  with  the  order,  that  you  are  not  to  suspend  the  person  without  an  order  from  the 
Secretary?— A.   I  think  the  Secretary  has  that  power. 

Q.  Yon  consider  that  you  have  not  the  power  to  suspend  a  man  who  comes  with  such  an 
order?— A.  No,  sir;  that  would  be  the  power  to  disobey  the  order  of  the  Secretary,  which 

r>»er  I  have  not.  The  order  of  the  Secretary  is  to  be  obeyed.  I  caunot  get  out  of  that, 
bsre  insisted  upon  that  to  the  men  under  me,  that  my  orders  must  be  obeyed.  I  am  re- 
sponsible for  giving  the  order,  as  the  Secretary  is  for  the  order  ho  gives  me. 

Q>  **  Salaries  shall  not  be  paid  to  any  employ^  in  anv  of  the  navy-yards  except  those 
tbat  are  designated  on  the  estimates.  All  other  persons  shall  receive  per  diem  compensa- 
tion for  tbe  time  they  are  actually  employed."  Do  you  know  whether  any  salaried  officers 
•reemployed  here  who  are  not  named  in  the  estimates  f — A.  All  persons  in  the  construction 
department  receive  per  diem  compensation,  but  there  are  three  in  the  construction  depart- 
ment who  receive  what  is  called  per  diem  compensation,  but  it  is  managed  so  as  to  amount  to 
so  much  a  year.  Formerly,  Congp^ss  designated  that  then<  should  be  a  store-clerk,  con- 
i^eUon-clerk,  and  possibly  draughtsman  and  time-clerk  at  the  navy-yard,  Boston.  Now,  I 
belieTe  the  Secretary  designates  what  we  shall  have  here.  We  pay  three  men  out  of  that 
nu^ ;  there  is  a  certain  fund  aside  from  the  general  appropriation,  out  of  which  those  men 
v«  paid;  they  are  in  one  sense  salaried  men.  because  they  lose  no  time. 

Q.  Are  there  any  sinecures  here ;  men  who  do  not  do  any  work  for  what  Ihey  receive  ? — A. 
0,  BO,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Miu.s : 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  man  who  draws  pay  on  two  rolls  T — A.  No,  sir.  Every  man  who  is 
ni  oar  rolls  has  to  be  here  from  boll-ring  to  bell-nng,  whether  be  has  anything  to  do  or  not. 
He  cannot  get  out  unless  by  order  of  tbe  commandant. 

Q.  Has  any  workman  been  discharged  on  account  of  bis  political  opinion  ! — A.  Not  that 
I  know  of.    It  might  have  been  done  without  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  you  here  the  latter  part  of  tbe  year  1874,  during  tbe  contest  between  Mr.  Banks 
M<1  Mr.  Gooch  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  additional  force  was  ordered  with  reference  to  that  elec- 
^n?— A  I  know  that  additional  force  was  ordered  on  just  at  that  time. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  The  chief  of  bureau. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  collected  any  money  for  presents  since  you  have 
D«6uin  this  yard  t — ^A.  No;  I  have  not  collected  any  myself,  and  do  not  know  of  anybody 
«Ue  who  has. 
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Boston,  March  2i,  1876. 
J.  W.  Easby  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  Mr.  Eatiby,  jon  promised  the  other  day  that  you  would  gpve  the  committee  the 
value  of  ail  those  things  ^iven  to  Mr.  McKav  as  fi^ratuities — such  thin^  as  yon  considered 
by  the  contract  he  was  obliged  to  do,  but  which  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair  let  him  off  from  doing.  Have  you  prepared  that  statement  7 — Answer.  In  order  to 
answer  this  question  and  prepare  the  statement  required,  it  is  necessary  to  call  the  attentioa 
of  the  committee  to  the  following  language  on  page  2  of  the  first  contract  for  the  Adams, 
viz:  *'and  will  build, equip, and  fit  the  hull/'  &,c.  And  to  the  following  language  further 
on,  on  the  same  page:  **  Nor  is  the  omission  herein  of  any  detail  or  object  necesaary  to  carr^ 
into  effect  the  intent  and  spirit  of  this  agreement,"  &c.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  la6t  claiim 
is  not  sd  sweeping  in  its  effect  as  it  appears  at  first  sight,  but  is  qualified  by  the  preceding 
lauguagpk 

STATEMENT. 

Labor  and  material  on  masts  and  spars,  estimated  at |I0, 566  ^ 

Labor  and  material  on  q^uarter  galleries,  estimated  at * 2, 000  ^ 

Labor  and  material  on  iorce-pumps,  estimated  at 925    ^ 

Labor  and  material  on  steering-wheel,  estimnted  at 200    ^ 

Labor  and  material  on  side  ladders,  estimated  at 350    C 

Labor  and  material  on  sheaving  bitts  and  chocks,  estimated  at 100    d 

Labor  and  material  on  eye- bolts  of  all  kinds,  estimated  at 1,000    C 

Labor  and  material  on  hold  fittings,  estimated  at 400    O 

Labor  and  material  on  hammock-liooks,  estimated  at 150   CK 

15,691   5« 

Note. — ^The  cost  of  labor,  sawing  out  frame,  ^^c,  will,  by  order  of  the  chief  of  bureau,  be 
charged  to  the  contractor ;  the  amount  is  $6.1h>8.80.  The  amount  at  first  stated  when  it  was 
supposed  the  Grovernmeut  was  chargeable  with  the  whole  cost,  was  $7,120.19,  but  the  differ- 
ence between  this  sum  and  $6,928.tiO  is  rightly  chargeable  to  Government  for  ship-keepers, 
cost  of  first  dockage  of  ship,  and  by  alterations  required,  for  which  the  contractor  was  oot 
responsible. 

The  list  required,  therefore,  would  seem  to  embrace  all  omissions  in  building  and  fitting  out 
the  hull,  and  in  addition  to  these  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  specifications  which  hive 
been  omitted,  whether  they  belong  to  huil  and  outfits  of  hull  or  not. 

Q.  In  your  charges  to  Mr.  McKay  for  lumber  have  you  specified  the  different  qualities 
and  kinds  of  lumber  that  you  let  him  have  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  always  do. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  him  any  white-oak  plank  ? — A.  Not  I,  but  my  predecessor  did. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  ? — A.  Planking  the  ship. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  price  of  that  plank  T — A.  The  first  item  is  648  cubic  feet  white- 
oak  stocks,  $60. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  plank-stocks  f — A.  The  logs  ready  to  saw  up  into  planks. 

Q.  How  much  would  the  plauk  be  worth  sawed  out  of  those  stocks  ? — ^A.  I  have  the  plank 
here,  sir.  A  little  below  that  item  is  21,559  feet  white-oak  plank,  $95  per  thousand,  9^  cents 
a  foot,  board- measure. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  ship  were  those  used  ? — A.  They  wore  white-oak  plank  to  plank 
the  ship. 

Q.  Were  they  to  go  forward  or  aft;  or  was  she  planked  in  part  with  pine  plank? — A.  No, 
sir ;  she  was  planked  with  white  oak. 

Q.  Did  the  planking  of  the  ship  outside  cost  as  much  as  that,  take  it  throughout  f — ^A. 
We  charged  him  just  exactly  what  we  had  on  our  books. 

Q.  What  was  the  market-price  of  whito-oak  plank  suitable  to  plank  a  ship  at  that  time? — 
A.  I  judge  that  was  not  far  from  the  market-price  at  that  time.  White-oak  plank  was  very 
high  then,  and  is  very  high  now  in  Boston,  and  we  are  paying,  as  I  said  the  other  day,  90 
cents  a  cubic  foot  for  plank-stocks. 

Q.  You  know  tliat  was  an  extra  price,  don^t  you  f — ^A.  It  was  an  extraordinary  price ;  50 
cents  may  be  called  the  regular  price  for  plank-stocks. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  why  Mr.  McKay  paid  you  such  prices  for  white-oak  plank  7  Why  did 
he  pay  you  95  cents  when,  as  you  say,  the  market-price  was  50  cents  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  sDok« 
of  the  market-price  of  stocks.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  market-price  in  Bi»8ton  of  wnite* 
oak  plank.  Let  me  state  right  here  that  when  we  get  white-oak  plauk  on  open  purchase  it 
is  for  the  paymaster  in  Boston  to  buy  the  plank. 

Q.  What  is  the  market-price  for  white-oak  plank  to-day  in  Boston,  or  at  Norfolk — foi 
much  of  the  plank-stock  comes  from  there,  don't  it  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the 
price  of  white-oak  plank  in  Norfolk  is  from  $50  to  $60  a  thousand.  Much  of  the  plank-stock 
comes  irom  that  section  of  the  country. 
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Q.  Would  not  the  same  differetice  obtain  at  the  tftne  Mr.  McKaj  boug'ht  this  plank  of  the 
GoveromeDt  betweeu  the  price  of  that  in  Boston  and  the  price  in  Norfolk  f—  A.  I  should 
think  it  would. 

Q.  Woald  it  not  have  been  greatly  advantagpeons  for  Mr.  McKay  to  have  bong^ht  his  plank 
at  thti  time  in  Norfolk  rather  than  to  have  bought  them  of  the  Qorernment  f — A.  I  will  tell 
jfoo  what  Mr.  McKay  says. 

Q.  I  don't  aak  you  what  be  says ;  I  ask  yon  for  your  opinion. — A.  If  yon  will  let  roe  state 
wbathe»ay8,  it  will  stiow  you  that  that  will  annwer  the  question. 

Q.  Iwaot  your  opinion. — A.  Please  ask  the  question  a^ain. 

Q  You  (ay  that  the  price  to-day  in  Boston  would  be  95  cents  for  white  oak,  and  it  is  50 
c«)t8  or  60  cents  in  Norfolk.     Now,  I  ask  you  if  the  same  difference  of  price  for  white-oak 
plaok  between  Norfolk  and  Boston  obtained  at  the  time  you  let  Mr.  McKay  have  this  plank 
IS  obtains  to-day  ? — A.  I  think  likely. 

Q.  Under  those  circumstances,  can  yon  conceive  why  Mr.  McKay  should  have  paid  that 
price,  so  mach  higher  than  he  could  have  obtained  the  same  material  for  at  Norfolk  ?— A.  I 
will  have  to  state  in  detail  as  to  that.  A  large  portion  of  this  plank  Mr.  McKay  has  returned 
to  the  Guvemment.  When  the  ship  was  finished,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  a  great  quan- 
tity of  white-oak  plank  left.  I  asked  him  why  he  didn't  use  it;  he  said  that  he  wouldn't 
v«  it  because  it  cost  more  than  he  could  get  it  for  elsewhere,  and  he  bought  other  plank  at 
DiQch  less  price  and  used  that. 

Q  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  came  to  the  yard  and  culled  out  his  plank  and  rejected  the 
rest  f-A.  I  don't  aay  that. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  result  ? — ^A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  McKay  received  all  the  white-oak  plank 
that  he  required,  and  of  course  he  selected  such  as  he  did  require,  and  when  the  ship  was 
c<»Dpleted  he  informed  me  that  he  had  a  large  quantity  of  our  white-oak  plank  that  he 
vonldn't  use,  because  it  wouldn't  pay  him  to  use  it. 

Q.  Was  what  he  returned  to  you  of  as  good  average  Quality  as  what  he  took  away  7 — A. 
f^nwoiy ;  because,  he  would  not  take  any  out  of  the  yard  but  what  was  good  He  said  that 
it  worked  to  so  bad  advantage  that  he  wouldn't  use  it,  and  he  bought  plank  himself.  Thai 
»M  hig  reason  for  not  using  it. 

Q.  That  iF,  he  cnlled  in  the  first  place  from  the  Government  stock,  and  then,  finding  that 
h« had  selected  rather  a  bad  cull,  he  rejected  a  part  and  paid  somebody  else  to  complete  his 
col'.  Is  that  what  you  mean  ? — A.  I  mean  that  he  actually  returned  us  plank.  I  know  he 
ttmnwd  D:*  plank. 

Q.  Some  of  the  foremen  in  the  yard  have  testified  that  they  have  loaned  Mr.  McKay, 
wxlwyour  orders,  a  large  quantity  of  tools  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  so. 

Q.  Will  yon  state  why  he  has  had  so  manv,  and  why  he  has  not  returned  them  after  so  long 
t  timet— A.  We  had  an  order  from  the  chief  of  bureau  to  loan  him  the  tools,  and  keep  a  cor- 
^  accoQDt  of  all  the  tools  lent,  and,  upon  the  completion  of  the  work,  if  he  does  not 
return  tbuse  tools,  they  are  to  be  charged  to  him.  The  work  is  not  yet  completed,  and  he 
has  a  large  number  of  tools  to  return  yet.  He  required  an  immense  number  of  tools ; 
there  is  no  question  about  that. 

Q.  The  work  is  not  yet  completed  on  what  ship  7 — A.  His  work  is  not  done  on  either 

ship. 

I  Q.  Why  not  f — A.  Because  he  does  not  choose  to  do  it  in  a  hurry. 

Q  Have  you  placed  any  obstructions  in  his  way? — A.  No  further  obstructions  than  this  : 
The  making  of  the  blocks  devolved  upon  the  Government,  and  there  is  some  of  his  work 
which  be  cannot  complete  until  the  blocks  are  made. 

Q.  Sacb  88  what  f — A.  Such  as  steering-gear.  He  eannot  finish  that  until  the  blocks  are 
made. 

Q.  Why  do  yon  not  make  the  blocks  and  get  out  of  his  way  7 — A.  Because  I  have  no 
in«Q  to  make  them.  Our  men  here  have  been  taken  away  from  us.  Our  work  is  stopped 
by  order  of  the  chief. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  in  regard  to  the  rigging  of  the  ship  by  which  he  is  hindered  ? — A.  I 
think  not.  There  is  another  thing  that  he  is  hindered  by.  During  my  absence  at  the  South, 
or  on  this  board,  when  another  naval  constructor  was  sent  here  to  inspect  the  work, 
c^^es  were  made  in  the  davit-hangings-  When  changes  are  made,  of  course  the  Govern- 
ment baj  to  make  them,  Mr.  McKay  having  nearly  completed  them. 

Q  Did  those  changes  meet  your  approval  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  How  long  was  that  assistant  constructor  here? — A.  Three  weeks,  I  think.  He  was 
rail  contractor. 

Q-  W^ho  was  he  T — A.  Mr.  Femald. 

Q.  Don't  jou  think  it  was  rather  a  breach  of  courtesy  in  him  to  change  your  work  while 
7^  were  gone  so  short  a  time  t — A.  Unquestionably.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I 
woojcht  so. 

Q-  By  that  breach  of  courtesy  did  he  not  put  the  Government  to  expense  t — A.  1  think  he 
did.  We  have  got  to  make  this  change  yet  because  it  is  not  complete<1.  Consequently,  Mr. 
McKay  cannot  finish  his  boat-davits  in  consequence  of  that  change  which  was  made  by  the 
const  motor. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  ? — A.  On  this  board  of  naval  constructors,  Roing  round  to  the  yards. 
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Q.  Do  yon  think  that  board  was  profitable  to  the  Government  f — A    I  think  it  was.  A 

boaird  of  naral  constmcton  obtains  a  gteiU  deal  of  information,  which  will  be  for  the  beo^s^  ^fii 
of  the  GovernmenL 

Q.  In  some  things  it  was  unprofitable  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  anprofitable  for  m^mxe 
to  be  taken  from  this  jard.    There  is  no  question  about  thaL 

Q.  If  70a  struck  the  balance,  woald  there  be  a  loss  ? — A.  I  suppose,  if  we  look  mei 
at  its  immediate  influence,  the  result  would  be  a  loss  to  the  GoTemment,  but  we  must  1( 
a  little  beyond  that.    I  get  a  sort  of  education  bj  visiting  the  various  jards,  and  that 
cation  is  tor  the  benefit  of  the  GovemmenL    Ton  cannot  take  it  awaj  from  me.    I  ex( 
to  remain  in  the  service  as  long  as  I  live,  and  whatever  knowledge  I  obtain  goes  to 
Government. 

Bj  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  done  by  that  constructor  during  your  absence  that  met  y  ^^3ar 
disapproval,  or  that  you  would  not  have  done  if  you  had  been  here  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  was  done  by  that  constructor  that  yuu  would  not  have  done  if  you  k=B.ad 
been  here  t— A.  Before  I  left  I  directed  that  the  main-stays  near  the  smoke  stack  suoal^  eo 
out  to  the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  go  out  to  the  water-ways.  When  I  came  back  I  found  -fthe 
iron-work  bad  been  pat  in,  and  the  main-stavs  brought  in  amidships.  I  asked  the  assisK^^uit 
constructor  by  what  authority  that  had  been  done,  and  he  said,  **  By  authority  of  the  bure^si-^* 
That  is  a  thing  which  I  would  not  have  done,  certainly. 

Q.  Did  that  necessitate  an  expense  to  the  Government  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  near  does  the  main-stay  come  to  the  top  of  the  funnel  T — A.  It  runs  over    the 
top  of  the  funnel;  at  the  nearest  point  it  may  be  18  inches  from  the  funnel,  which  «v«tf 
shortened  to  allow  it  to  be  put  there,  but  at  the  time  I  directed  that  it  should  be  carried 
out  of  the  side  of  the  ship.  Engineer  Stewart  said  he  eouldn*t  shorten  his  smoke-stack  with' 
out  destroying  the  draught  of  the  furnace. 

Q.  Will  not  these  main-stays  be  heated  by  the  funnel  when  the  ship  is  under  steam  t — A« 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay  get  any  benefit  by  these  changes? — A.  I  scarcely  think  he  got  soy 
benefit,  because  the  iron-work  contracted  to  be  done  was  completed,  as  far  as  one  of  tbe 
vessels  was  concerned. 

Q.  You  think  the  Government  was  at  the  expense  of  these  changes  without  any  benefit  to 
Mr.  McKay,  and  without  any  benefit  to  tbe  Government  f — A.  Without  any  bepefit  to  the 
Government,  unless  it  was  a  benefit  to  have  the  main-stays  lesd  amidships ;  but  you  will 
see,  of  course,  that  when  the  main-stays  were  shifted  from  tlie  position  in  which  I  placed 
them,  nobody  could  expect  Mr.  McKay  to  put  them  in  the  other  place  and  be  at  the  expense 
of  tbe  iron-work ;  consequently  the  Government  did  the  iron-work. 

Q.  Was  there  any  timber  received  while  you  were  absent  that  you  would  not  have  re- 
ceived t — A.  I  think  there  was  some;  I  can*t  tell  bow  much,  because  I  have  not  looked  it 
over  closely  enough.  I  think  there  was  some  received  which  I  should  not  have  received. 
There  was  a  difference  of  judgment. 

Q.  Was  any  timber  received  on  inspection  outside  of  the  yard  while  you  were  gone  7— A. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  or  not.  Timber  was  inspected  at  East  Boston  while  I 
was  away,  but  I  think  that  part  of  it  had  all  been  delivered  here,  and  part  after  my  return, 
and  tbe  bills  were  made  out  after  I  came  back. 

Q.  Tbe  inspection  was  bad  while  you  were  away  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  have  inspected  the  timber  outside  of  the  yard  if  you  had  been  here  1 — A. 
N^ysir;  I  must  say,  right  here,  that  the  commodore  decidedly  refused^  and  very  properly,  to 
have  the  bills  made  until  it  was  delivered  in  the  yard. 

By.  Mr.  BURLEIOH: 

Q.  Did  they  ask  him  to  do  it  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is,  he  understood  they  wanted  him  to  do 
it;  Mr  Swift  wanted  his  bills  made.  That  was  the  object  in  having  tbe  timber  inspected  at 
East  Boston  ;  it  did  not  avail  anything,  because  the  commodore  said  he  would  not  do  it,  and 
he  did  not  do  it;  and  I  told  Mr.  Swift,  when  be  came  for  his  bills,  '*  You  cauoot  have  them ; 
the  commodore  has  decided  that  that  timber  is  to  come  on  tbe  yard  before  the  bills  can  be 
made  out,  and  it  has  got  to  come  here."  It  took  him  two  or  three  weeks  to  get  it  here,  and 
the  bills  were  not  msde  out  until  it  came  here ;  but  it  had  been  measured  outside  the  yard. 

Q.  These  main-stays  that  were  moved  from  outside  to  lead  amidships  were  made  of  wire- 
rope,  as  it  is  called,  were  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  is  chain  over  the  smoke-stack 
part.  I  think  there  is  a  piece  of  chain  over  the  smoke-stack,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure ;  but 
when  we  have  hemp- rope  main-stays,  of  course,  we  have  that  part  of  chain. 

Q,  What  was  the  objection  to  the  main-stay,  if  it  was  made  of  chain,  being  18  inches 
above  the  top  of  the  funnel  ? — A.  There  was  no  objection. 

Q.  Would  not  the  stays  be  better  laid  amidships  than  laid  in  the  water-way  ? — A.  I  think 
they  would. 

Q.  Then  you  conceive  that  the  alteration  was,  to  say  the  least,  more  ship-shape  ? — ^A.  As 
far  as  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  ship  were  concerned,  the  alteration  was  for  the  better;  bat 
as  far  as  steaming  was  concerned,  we  lost  draught  by  being  obliged  to  shorten  the  smoke- 
alack.    The  smoke-stack  was  shortened  several  feet  to  make  it  come  below  the  stays. 
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Q.  How  many  feet  f — A.  I  think  as  much  as  fonr«  five,  or  six  feet. 

Q.  Did  the  en^neer  ssj  it  would  not  do  to  shorten  it  f — A.  Mr.  Stewart — either  Mr.  Stew- 
art or  Chief-En^neer  Debalin — told  me  that  he  preferred  to  have  the  funnel  just  where  it  was 
laid  down  on  the  plan,  where  the  top  of  the  smoke-stack  came  about  on  a  level  with  the 
main-yard.  You  will  see  in  a  moment  that  if  you  are  goin^r  to  have  the  funnel  up  there,  yon 
mast  have  your  main-stays  go  to  the  side  of  the  ship. 

Q.  How  far  is  the  smoke-stack  from  the  main^mast  f — A.  From  12  to  16  feet. 

Q.  Do  you  know  exactly  how  much  was  cut '  off  from  that  fnnel  t — A.  I  don*t  know  ;  it 
WAS  six  feet  and  upward.  I  think  the  engineer  said  that  it  would  interfere  with  bis  draught ; 
tb^t  is,  he  iotormed  me  that  he  must  have  draught  to  get  steam. 

Q.  Is  there  really  any  objection  to  putting  the  stay  in  the  water-way  ? — ^A.  It  is  more 
convenient  to  have  it  amidships ;  that  is  the  main  thing. 

Q  Would  it  have  been  in  the  way  of  the  men  going  fore  and  aft  on  the  deck  t — A.  Not 
nacli;  we  put  in  the  water-way  in  many  instances. 

Q.  It  is  a  common  thing  to  put  the  stay  in  the  water-way  Y — A.  Yes»sir ;  it  was  to  acom- 
nodiOe  the  ste&ming  of  the  ship  that  I  put  them  where  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Ton  stated  that  Mr.  McKay  had  been  paid  over  $100,000  for  building  the  Adams  ; 

^here  did  you  get  your  knowledge  of  that  amount  of  money  paid  ? — A.  From  the  certificates 

himuhf^  by  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Should  not  those  payments  appear  on  the  books  of  the  chief  accountant  of  the  yard  ? — 
^-  My  opinion  is  that  they  should  appear  there  :  but  I  don't  know  what  instructions  Mr. 
PookU. 

Q.  h  it  not  usual  for  all  the  payments  made  on  the  yard  to  appear  in  the  chief  account- 
Mt'i  books  ? — A.  I  think  it  is ;  so  much  so  that  when  1  took  charge,  the  first  payment  that 
*K  oiade,  I  referred  it  to  the  commodore.     I  preferred   that  he  should  take  some  of  the 

^poDsibiiity  with  me.     I  understand  those  payments  have  never  come  to  the  commodore 

at  all. 

Q.  Is  not  that  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  yard  ?— A.  It  is  contrary  to  the  custom ;  I 
(Jon't  know  any  rule  about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  instances  of  such  magnitude  where  that  custom  has 
^  deviated  from  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  peems  that  the  mode  of  paying  the  expenses  for  building  this  vessel  was 
diffiiVDi  from  the  mode  that  had  been  pursued  previously  in  paying  bills  contracted  here  at  the 
jvd?— A.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  was  different. 

Q.  That  is,  the  constructor  on  the  yard,  without  the  indorsement  of  the  commandant  of  the 

jard,  sent  the  bills  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  at  Washington  ;  he  approved 

tbem,  and  a  warrant  was  drawn  for  the  payment? — A.  I  think  that  the   constructor  simply 

■    signed  the  bills  and  gave  them  to  the  contractor,  letting  the  constructor  put  them  through 

ud  send  them  to  Washington  for  the  approval  of  the  chief. 

Q>  It  was  left  fi»r  the  constructor  here  to  sign  them,  and  then  for  the  chief  to  approve 
them,  instead  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard  approving  them,  as  is  the  usual  custom  ? — A. 
Well,  according  to  the  custom,  after  the  commandant  of  the  yard  had  approved  them,  the 
chief woald  still  have  to  approve  them;  the  commandant's  name  was  left  out. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q  State  whether  or  not  you  have  known  of  any  contract  of  this  character  before. — A.  Not 
exactly  of  this  character.  We  built  ships  during  the  war  which  I  inspected  and  examined, 
uid  I  approved  the  bills,  made  in  triplicate,  according  as  it  has  been  done  here,  and  the  com- 
mandant, either  of  the  station  or  the  navy-yard,  approved  them,  and  then  they  would  be 
sent  to  the  bureau.  For  instance,  we  built  three  gunb<>ats  at  Philadelphia,  and  Commodore 
(vr^fgory  had  charge  of  all  the  gunboats,  and  this  formula  was  pursued  with  regard  to  the 
payments  upon  all  those  boats.  I  had  better  mention  what  I  mean  by  contracts  '*not 
exacUyof  this  character."  Under  McKay's  contract,  the  Goveiniuent  was  to  furnish  ma- 
terial and  McKay  the  labor.  In  the  contracts  made  during  the  war,  the  contractor  fur- 
nished everything. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  As  far  as  this  yard  was  concerned,  from  the  nature'of  this  contract,  was  any  less  super- 
▼tsioD  required  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard  than  in  ordinary  cases  t — A.  I  think  not ;  I 
don't  see  that  there  was. 

Q*  Yon  stated  the  other  day  that  you  would  get  what  the  expenses  would  be  for  docking 
the  vessel  and  coppering  her  outside ;  have  you  got  that  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  ? — A.  I  have  got  it  per  ton.  I  have  sent  over  to  East  Boston 
^d  eot  the  rates  of  the  two  docks  there,  and  the  item  that  applies  to  this  vessel  reads : 
''Side-wheel  steamers  and  propellers  of  175  feet  in  length  and  over,  35  cents  per  ton  for 
locking ;  10  cents  per  ton  for  each  lay-dav,  not  exceeding  four,  and  afterward  15  cents  per 
^  per  day."    The  rates  of  the  other  docks  are  precisely  the  same. 

Q*  What  would  the  docking  have  amounted  to  on  this  ship  for  the  purpose  of  coppering 
ii^r,  provided  I>onald  McKay  had  done  it  outside  f— A.  $681.47. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  would  have  had  to  paj  this  expense  if  he  had  doue  it 
of  the  Government  from  your  researches? — A.  From  my  researches  he  would  have 
pay  according  to  the  number  of  lay-days,  and  the  only  way  he  could  lessen  the  i 
would  be  to  have  a  less  number  of  lay-days.  1  would  observe  that  they  sometimes  ] 
vessel  and  copper  her  in  a  day. 

Q.  You  think  it  would  have  taken  about  four  daysT — A.  Yes,  sir  7  I  think  it  wou 

Q.  How  much  did  the  Qovernment  actually  pay  out  h»r  the  purpose  of  dockin^i^  thi 
^A.  $2*i0.2*2 ;  and  that  we  are  going  to  charge  on  Mr.  McKay's  bill,  as  the  thing  now 
in  the  absence  of  any  further  instructions. 

Q.  Have  vou  charged  it  on  his  bill  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not,  because  this  w( 
done  while  i  was  away.  There  was  no  change  made  at  the  time ;  but  we  have  not 
with  Mr.  McKay  yet,  and  I  am  going  to  charge  it  whether  he  demurs  to  it  or  not. 

Q.  In  launching  the  ship,  did  Mr.  McKay  have  his  ways  from  the  yard  t — A. 
rowed  chains,  hawsers,  &c. ;  but  no  way. 

Q.  Any  chai^ge  made  for  the  use  of  them  t — A.  No,  sir ;  he  borrowed  them ;  w 
make  any  charge  in  such  cases. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  lend  them  to  everybody  7 — A.  It  is  not  unusual  to  lend  them  to  privt 
ties,  by  order  of  the  Department. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  to  the  committee  a  statement  of  the  tools  and  everything  tl 
McKay  borrowed,  which  he  has  not  returned  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  It  is  a^  follows  : 


LUt  of  tools t  material,  ^c,  loaned  Mr,  D,  McKap*in  building  the  Adams  and  E$st2 

statement  showing  the  amount  returned  and  the  balance  due* 
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Nam«. 


Coaginbitts 

Falls 

Straps 

Jack-screws 

Clamps 

8hackle-bars 

Auger-cranks 

Ribboning-bolts 

Falls 

Bed-screws 

Sledges 

Ring-bolts 

Screw  eye-bolts 

Rope-straps 

Tackle-blocks 

Pair  chain-clamps 

Reim-ropes .1.... 

Lashing- ropes 

Iron  washers  for  ribboning-screws.. 

Ribbon-bolts 

Double-blocks 

Pair  timber-dogs 

Feet  5-in.  irop  chain  with  link-shook 

Jigger-falls 

Strap  with  hook 

Frame  dog^ 

Leading-blocks 

Feet  -fb'-inch  iron  chain 

Clamp-screws,  small 

Reim-staifs 

Beam * 

Carline  mold 

Steam-box 
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Li$t  of  toolst  materials,  ^c.^Continued. 
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4 
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3 
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12 
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6^1 
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Rivetiiif^^hsnimere 

Copper  8tiw8 

Rak-het-drill« 

Drills,  fori  rivets 

RatcheU 

Vise 

Ratchet -braces 

Forjjes 

Drills,}  inch 

Holding-on  bars 

Pounds  railroad  spikes 

Screw-bolts,  ribanding^ 

Washers 

Draught-board I 

Drill  -braces,  iron 

Small  auger-cranks 

Anvil 

Cant-iron  saws 

Pair  of  tongs 

Forge  shovel,  rake,  poker  and  ladle 
Sw edges,  top  and  bottom 


1 
1 

6 

6 

32 


40 
6 
2 

1 
3 
1 
1 

44 

10 

2 
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36  '  Fullers 

Cup-tools 

Countersink 

Flattens 

Sets  hammers,  blacksmiths* 

Pins  and  punches 

^*^  \  HeadinfiT'tools ^ 

llRasp..: 

Chisels 

Sledges , 

Molds 

Angers 

Auger 

Augers,  Congin..» 

Pomp 

Vise 

Ribboning-bolts 

Drift-bolts  and  punches 

Small  clamp-screws 

Angers 

'4   Augers  and  cranks : 

2   Cold-chisels 

31  Drift-bolts 

J^  I  Screw-bolts 

** '  Iron  dogs 

Paint-brushes 

PAiDt-pots 

Three-gallon  tin  cans 

Lamp^  and  tray 

Trusit  and  mast-band  complete 

Blacksmiths'  sledges 

Blacksmiths'  sledges,  with  handles. 

Seam-brushes 

Sash-tool 

^nger8,J,J,i,f 


2 
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6 
1 
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86 

36 
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40 
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.... 
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10 
2 
5 

14 
2 
3 

12 

28 
6 
6 
2 
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"a 

4 
2 
1 
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5 

08 
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$12  00 

"206 

4  00 
60  00 

5  00 
5  00 

"soo 

5  00 
2  08 
9  00 

2  00 

""s'oo 

4  00 

100  00 

20  00 

90  00 

3  00 
92  45 
18  00 

1  00 
50 

15  00 

6  00 

16  UO 
11  25 

50 
20  00 
15  00 


12  00 


7 
8 
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2 
7 
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50 
00 
25 
88 
50 
00 
00 
50 
2  00 
14  00 


1 
3 
2 
3 


50 
00 
66 
00 


10  00 

10  00 

10 

14 

5  00 

1,134  56 
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Q.  Could  not  Mr.  McKay,  in  jour  opinion,  have  bought  his  timber  and  materials  for  less 
monej  outside  of  the  yard  than  he  paid  at  the  yard  f— A.  I  think  he  could  have  boo^bt 
some  of  it  for  Ic^s,  and  some  of  it  he  could  not. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  an  advantage  to  him  to  buy  some  of  it  at  the  yard  1 — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Why  was  it  an  advantage? — A.  Because  I  think  it  is  likely  that  some  of  our  materiiii, 
white  pine,  for  instance,  is  cheaper  than  the  same  quality  can  be  bought  for  outside.  We 
buy  wnite  pine  lumber,  for  instance,  at  50  cents  this  year;  we  buy  white-pine  lumber  for 
'iO  cents  next  year,  and  all  the  white  pine  on  our  books  is  put  down  at  40  cents.  Now,  if 
Mr.  McKay  comes  in  and  says,  *'  I  have  got  authority  from  the  bureau  to  get  10.000  feet  o( 
white-pine  lumber,"  we  charge  it  to  him  at  the  price  it  stands  on  our  boolu.  He  may  get 
some  that  cost  us  50  cents  a  foot. 

Q.  That  gives  him  liberty  to  buy  according  to  his  advantage,  either  of  the  Goverameot 
or  outside  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  went  over  to  Eattt  Boston  this  morning  to  ascertain  sbaiit 
the  white-pine  lumber  that  somebody  said  Mr.  McKay  had  stowed  over  there.  We  foao^ 
that  he  had  about  18,000  feet  of  white  pine,  which  he  said  was  furnished  him  by  Mr.Pool^ 
on  his  first  contract.  Instead  of  returning  that  lumber  when  the  ship  was  finished  at  tb^ 
yard,  he  chose  to  keep  it  and  pay  for  it.  I  take  it  for  gpranted  that  he  got  that  white-pii>^ 
lumber  cheaper  from  the  yard  than  he  could  have  got  it  outside,  or  else  he  would  not  hav'^ 
kept  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Why  should  he  have  been  allowed  to  take  18,000  or  20,000  more  of  white-pine  lambv^ 
than  he  needed  f — A.  ]8,000  is  not  a  great  excess  to  be  left  after  a  ship  is  completed,  takiDj 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  some  otthe  work  requiring  white  pine  was  afterward  changei 
to  use  yellow  pine.    He  returned  the  white  oak  he  did  not  want. 

Q.  Is  not  that  white  pine  worth  |60  or  |70  a  thousand  outside  ? — A.  I  think  it  is.    It  i^ 
very  fine  lumber. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  At  what  rate  did  he  get  it? — A.  He  paid  $60  a  thousand  for  a  portion  of  it.  That  is 
not  the  kind  of  pine  lumber  there  to-day.  We  found  generally  2-inch  white-pine  lumber 
over  there.  I  merely  mention  that  as  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  lumber  is  sometimes 
furnished  from  the  yard  cheaper  than  it  can  be  bought  outside.  Our  white-pine  stage-plank 
is  4|  cents.  That  is  inferior  stuff  that  we  had  orders  to  lend  him,  and  if  he  did  not  return 
it  to  charge  it  to  him.    8,317  feet  he  did  not  return,  and  we  charg^  it  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Is  that  all  tho  pine  you  found  over  there;  did  you  make  a  correct  measurement  of  it? 
— A.  That  is  all  we  found.  We  did  not  make  an  accurate  measurement,  but  we  measured 
the  piles  by  the  eye  and  calculated  there  were  about  18,000  feet;  and  when  we  met  Mr.  McKay 
he  immediately  entered  into  an  explanation,  without  our  saying  anything  to  him.  He  says, 
**  I  have  got  18.000  feet  of  while  pine  stowed  over  there,  and  I  will  tell  you  how  I  got  it," 
which  showed  that  our  rough  estimate  was  about  right. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Have  you  ascertained  whether  coppering  the  bottom  of  the  Adams  is  paid  for  or  al- 
lowed by  Mr.  McKay  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  charged  in  this  $27,000. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Mr.  McKay  said  last  night  that  he  thought  he  owed  the  Government  about  $.'^3,000, 
and  had  been  told  so,  and  you  have  only  got  him  charged  with  $27,000. — A.  I  don't  know 
who  told  him  so. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that,  with  the  amount  of  lumber  that  yon  furnished  him  he  could  have 
built  that  vessel  and  had  that  large  surplus  left  ?  You  furnished  him  only  $27,000  worth, 
and  he  has  got  18,000  feet  of  pine  lumber  left. — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  not  it.  I  did  not  fur- 
nish this  white-pine  lumber. 

Q   It  was  from  the  yard  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  mean  the  Government  when  I  ^ay  '*you." — A.  Yes,  sir;  $27,000  is  a  large  amount 
of  money  for  these  extra  things.  We  did  not  furnish  him  with  all  the  lumber.  Some  of 
the  lumber,  plank,  &c.,  he  bought  himself.  I  asked  him  about  the  yellow-pine  logs  that 
somebody  said  he  had  got.  That,  probably,  was  for  water-ways—  heavy  pieces.  He  said 
he  never  got  a  stick  of  it  from  us,  but  bought  that  all  outside.  If  a  contractor  is  to  have 
authority  from  the  Navy  Department  to  come  here  and  take  our  stuff  and  carry  it  over 
to  East  Boston,  and  we  are  to  giva  him  stuff  whenever  be  calls  for  it,  wo  are  at  his  mercy, 
to  a  certain  extent. 

Q.  Will  yon  give  the  committee  the  items  of  the  materials  that  you  famished  Mr.  McKay, 
that  you  have  charged  7 — Yea,  sir.     The  following  is  the  list  of  lumber  and  timber  material  •' 
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Material  delivered  Donald  McKay. 

Appropriation :  Eight  steam*sloops. 

1875. 

Hay   22.  64di  feet  whitc-oak  plank-stocks $0  60  1389  10 

825  locust  treenails,  30  inches 05  41  25 

2,000  white-oak  wedges 05  100  00 

2,054  feet,  hoard-measare,  2-inch  white-pine  plank,  No.  2 06  123  24 

21,559  feet,  hoard-measare,  white-oak  plank,  per  M 95  00  2, 048  10 

3,888  feet,  hoard-measare,  4-inch  vellow-pine  plank 07  272  16 

14,825  feet,  hoard-measare,  5i-inch  white-oak  plank 08  1 ,  186  00 

4,025  feet,  hoard-measare,  1-inch  white-pine  boards,  No.  1 06  241  50 

2,904  feet,  hoard-measare,  5i-inch  white-oak  plank 08  232  32 

5,000  feet,  hoard-measare,  1-inch  white-pine  boards,  No.  1 06  300  00 

Jute    4.  16,486  feet,  board-measure,  1    and  2-inch  white-pine  plank 

andhoards 06  996  16 

1,000  white-oak  wedges 05  50  00 

•          162  cahic  feet  white-oak  plank-stocks 60  97  20 

!      9.  26  white-oak  knees,  limb  and  roots 33158 

H.  1,611  feet,  hoard-measure,  1-inch  white-pine  boards.  No.  1 ... .        06  96  66 

2,073  feet,  hoard-measure,  3-inch  white-pine  deck-plank 05^  108  83 

12.  25  white-oak  knees,  limb  and  roots 353  01 

13.  366f  cubic  feet  yellow-pine  plank-stocks 206  75 

293i  cubic  feet  white-oak  plank-stocks 75  220  13 

20.  1 1 ,265  feet,  board-measure,  white-pine  deck-plank 05^  591  4 1 

8,677  feet,  board-measure,  1-inch  white-pine  hoards,  No.  1 07^  650  78 

23.  2,005  feet,   board-measure,   3-inch  white-pine  plank,  No.  3, 

stage  06i  130  33 

201  cubic  feet  white-oak  plank-stocks 75  150  75 

1 ,052  feet,  board-measure,  1  -inch  black- walnut  boards 08^  80  42 

1874. 

Jooe  27.  7,115  feet,  board-measure,  l^inch  white-pine  plank.  No.  1 06  426  90 

2,515  feet,  board-measure,  2-inch  white-pine  plank.  No.  1 06  150  90 

234^  cubic  feet  white-oak  plank-stocks 75  175  88 

^t-     1.  8,317  feet,  hoard-measure,  white-pine  sta^e-plank,  No.  3 04^  ^A  27 

9,019  feet,  board -measure,  1^-inch  white-pme  plank.  No.  1 06^  586  23 

^^'    7.  154  white-oak  knees,  limb  and  root 2,406  61 

1875. 

^    15.  lOO  feet,  hoard-measure, '3-inch  jellow-pine  plank 07^  7  50 

13,127  97 
Cr. 

11,624  feet,  board-measure,  white-oak  plank 09^  1,104  28 

9,916  feet,  board-measure,  white-oak  plank 08  793  28 

9,786  feet,  hoard-measure,  white-pine  plank,  stage,  No.  3 486  33 

2,620  feet,  hoard-measure,  jellow-pine  plank 07  1 83  40 

6,850  feet,  hoard-measure,  white-pme  plank,  deck 05t  359  62 

814  cubic  feet  white-oak  plank-stocks 535  50 

600  locust  tree-nails 55  30  00 

3,264  feet,  hoard-measure,  2-inch  white-pine  plank 06  195  84 

6,727  feet,  hoard-measure,   1^-inch  white-pine  plank 06|  437  26 

1,322  feet,  board-measure,  1^-inch  white-pine  plank 06  79  32 

4.204  8a 

Q.  How  much  did  the  galvanizing  of  the  iron  by  the  Government,  which  Mr.  McKay 
oqM  have  done  under  bis  6rst  contract,  cost  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  less  than  $100. 
Q>  Have  you  ever  been  asked  to  furnish  a  detailed  statement  of  the  items  of  labor  and  work 
done  by  the  Government,  and  to  be  done  ou  the  Essex  and  Adams  respectively,  and  to  esti- 
'B&te  the  cost  of  labor  in  each  item  ? — A.  That  would  be  a  big  job  to  get  up,  but  I  can  make 
* cl<^ approximation  to  it  on  the  spot.  I  think  I  said  in  Washington  that  it  would  cost 
ll.OOO  to  finish  the  Adams  and  $4,000  to  finish  the  Essex,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
^e  have  got  Mr.  McKay*s  bill,  and  we  know  just  exactly  what  the  ship  is  going  to  cost,  pro- 
^d  those  estimates  of  $1,000  and  $4,000  are  right. 

.Q.  1  asked  you  to  furnish  the  items  about  which  a  dispute  arose  ;  who  decided  the  ques- 
^OQs,  and  in  whose  favor.  Can  you  furnish  them  now? — A.  I  found  only  one  item  ou  the 
"^nd  contract,  and  that  was  the  item  of  ours  for  the  boats.  He  has  been  released  from  that 
^tbe  second  contract.    It  is  a  small  matter,  but  it  was  in  his  favor. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2- 
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Q.  Was  any  of  the  iron-work  that  came  here  on  the  Essex,  and  not  attached,  used  on  the 
Adams  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  don't  recollect  aboot  that. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  say  yon  had  been  on  the  yard  as  constractor  T — A.  From  the  26tb 
day  of  September,  1874. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whether  any  vessels  were  being  built  on  the  yard  when  you  came  here  T — 
A.  The  y  and  alia  was  being  built,  and  was  nearly  ready  for  launch]  ng  at  the  time  I  came. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  committee  whether  or  not  the  bending-machine  was  used,  and  if  used, 
to  what  extent  f — A.  The  bending-machiae  has  been  chiefly  used  since  I  have  been  here  in 
bending  timbers  for  the  Mlantonomoh  and  class. 

»  Q.  When  was  the  first  time  you  used  the  machine  ?^A.  I  think  the  machine  was  in  use 
when  I  came,  bending  some  things. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  ?~A.  For  theVandalia;  that  is  my  impression. 

Q.  Before  you  came  to  this  yard  had  von  heard  of  macfaines  for  bending  timber  for  ship- 
bnilding  ? — A.  I  had  heard  of  such  machines. 

Q.  When  were  those  machines  in  existence  that  you  had  heard  off — A.  I  had  heard  of  the 
fact  of  timber  being  bent  for  thirty  years  past. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  it  being  bent  for  the  knees  of  ships  T — A.  I  think  the  first  that  I  ever 
beard  of  timber  being  bent  for  the  kne^s  of  ships  was  that  bent  for  Mr.  Gri£Sths. 

Q.  How  long  since  ? — A.  Probably  four  or  five  years  ago :  not  a  great  length  of  time. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  there  was  a  bending-machine  in  New  York  twenty  years  ago  for  bend- 
ing timber  for  the  knees  of  ships  T — A.  I  have  beard  of  such  a  machine.  1  think  I  heard  that 
Mr.  Lenthall  condemned  the  whole  thing.   That  is  about  all  I  heard  about  it. 

Q.  Yoa  never  heard  about  the  durability  of  timber  bent  by  such  machines? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  never  heard  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  had  formed  any  opinion  before  you  came  here,  in  regard  to 
the  bending-machines  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  formed  an  opinion  from  what  I  had  heard  of  it. 

Q.  What  was  that  opinion  t — A.  It  was  adverse  to  it. 

Q.  Has  the  machine  been  used  recently  for  bending  timbers  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  ? — A.  For  the  Miantonomoh,  Terror,  and  class. 

Q.  For  sheathing  them  outside  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  approve  of  that  purpose  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  bending  timber  for  this  purpose,  is  the  grain  of  the  timber  damaged  and  the  timber 
weakened  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  require  the  timber  used  for  this  special  purpose  ? — A.  Some  of  it. 

Q.  What  did  the  timber  cost  7 — A.  Some  of  it  that  I  required  for  that  special  purpose 
cost  90  cents  a  foot. 

Q.  What  would  timber,  naturally  curved,  of  the  proper  size,  worked  out  for  this  purpose, 
cost,  in  ordinary  lengths  ? — A.  It  would  cost  about  40  cents  to  buy  it,  and  the  otner  fifty 
would  about  work  the  shape  out  of  the  rough  wood. 

Q.  Would  that  timber  have  been  stronger  than  this  timber  that  is  bent  ? — A.  Yes,  sir : 
but  I  must  explain  here  a  little.  I  do  not  want  the  committee  to  understand  that  I  think  a 
frame  made  out  of  short  piece's  of  timber  is  as  good  as  a  frame  made  in  one  continuous 
length  from  the  heel  to  the  rail ;  but  a  frame  of  live-oak,  made  of  short  pieces  of  timber,  is 
infinitely  better  than  a  frame  of  white  oak  made  of  pieces  extending  from  the  heel  to  the 
rail. 

Q.  Could  not  such  timber,  with  such  skill  as  von  have,  have  been  bent  sufficiently  for 
the  purpose  without  the  use  of  the  bending-macfaine  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  to  some  extent. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  bending  this  timber  injured  the  grain  and  weakened  the  timber. 
The  natural  timber  would  not  be  weakened  in  breaking  the  joints  and  sheathing  over  it. 
Could  you  not,  by  your  skill,  fasten  the  pieces  so  that  the  timber  would  be  as  strong  as  tim- 
ber bent  by  the  machine  ? — A.  The  probability  is,  that  while  the  ship  was  new  the  bent 
timber  would  be  the  stronger ;  but  in  a  few  years,  when  the  timber  began  to  dec«y,  the  tim- 
ber that  is  not  bent,  being  live-oak  and  perfectly  sound,  would  be  the  strongest.  But  then 
there  is  another  point  right  there.  The  experience  of  thousands  of  years  has  shown  that  a 
ship  well  built  of  short  pieces  of  timber  to  make  up  the  frame,  is  sufficiently  strong  for  all 
purposes  to  be  at  sea. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Cannot  these  iron  ships  that  you  propose  to  cover  with  wood  be  covered  with  white- 
oak  timber  that  you  can  buy  at  40  cents  cheaper  than  you  can  take  this  straight  timber  and 
bend  it  in  the  machine  and  put  it  on  If — A.  I  think  they  can. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  said  you  did  not  approve  of  the  purpose  for  which  this  bent  timber  was  to  be 
used  to  cover  the  bottom  of  the  Miantonomoh. — A.  I  did  not  say  the  purpose ;  I  said  the 
plan.  I  do  not  approve  of  that  plan  of  covering,  because  the  timber  will  rot  eventually, 
and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  keep  the  ship  so  tight  that  the  salt  water  will  not  be  confined 
in  that  open  space,  and  consequently  the  iron  will  oxidize  and  be  destroyed  almost  as  if  it 
was  exposed  to  the  water  at  once,  directly. 

Q.  Won't  it  more  ? — A.  Possibly  more. 
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Q.  Is  there  any  possibiUtj  of  fcettinff  at  the  bottom  to  clean  it  and  paint  it  T— A.  No ; 
they  doii*t  want  to  paint  it.  Probabljr  before  we  plank  the  ship  that  space  will  have  to  be 
filled  solid  and  caalked  to  prevent  the  water  from  accumulating. 

Q.  Will  that  preTont  it  T — A.  O,  yes,  that  will  prevent  it. 

Q.  So  that  no  water  will  ret  at  the  iron-platinff  of  the  vessel  T-*A.  No  water  will  get  at. 
the  iron-plating  of  the  vessel,  I  think ;  how  can  it  7 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  a  ship  that  did  not  leak  ?— A.  I  believe  I  have. 

By  Mt. Harris: 

Q.  While  yon  say  you  do  not  approve  of  the  plan  of  covering  an  iron  ship  with  wood,  do 
you  know  of  any  better  way,  if  ^ou  are  going  to  do  it,  than  to  use  bent  timber  to  do  it 
with  ? — A.  I  object  to  the  plan  of  covering  with  wood. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question;  the  Government  have  adopted  that  plan  for  certain  vessels; 
now,  can  you  cover  the  Miantonomoh  cheaper  or  better  with  wood  worked  out  by  tools  than 
jou  can  by  timber  which  has  been  bent  in  this  machine  t— A.  Taking  everything  into  con- 
sideration, that  is,  the  destruction  of  the  grain  of  the  timber  by  this  bending  process,  I 
would  rather  work  out  the  timber  by  hand,  or  saw  it  out  without  bending  it,  than  to  put  it 
on  the  vessel  in  that  manner. 

By  Mt.  Jones  : 

Q.  Yon  think  it  would  be  cheaper  for  the  Government  7 — A.  In  the  long  run  it  certainly 
would,  takine  everything  into  consideration.  I  was  asked  in  regard  to  the  material  sent 
fix>m  the  yard.  By  a  letter  dated  June  12,  1675.  we  got  authority  from  the  bureau  to  send 
the  iron  that  belonged  to  the  Oregon  to  John  Roach.  The  amount  sent  under  that  order 
was  1,444 /fVti  tons  plate  armor.  In  a  previous  letter,  dated  September  14,  1874,  the  chief 
says:  **  You  will  please  direct  that  the  material  and  fixtures  belonging  to  the  Miantonomoh 
be  collected  and  inventoried  and  sent  to  John  Roach,  Morgan  Iron- Works,  New  York,  bv 
the  first  opportunity  with  a  Government  vessel.'*  The  amount  of  that  material  was  754 /^^^A 
tons  side-armor  and  dtek-platiog. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  notice  that  Mr.  McKay  was  charged  May  22,  1875.  with  21,559  feet  white-oak  plank, 
at  |d5  a  thousand— $2,048.10.  He  is  credited  with  11,624  feet  white-oak  plank,  at  9^  cents 
afoot — $1,104.28;  do  you  understand  that  that  which  be  returned  was  the  same  embraced 
in  the  item  which  he  bought  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  other  items  of  the  same  kind  along 
down  the  paee. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  find  out  is  whether  the  lumber  which  you  received  back  was  as  good 
on  the  average  as  that  which  he  received  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  culling  or  selecting,  as  far  as  you  know,  which  left  this  11.624  feet  less 
in  value  per  foot  than  the  21,000  feet  wnich  he  received  t — A.  I  think  not ;  I  think  he  culled 
snd  selected  it  merely  to  suit  his  dimensions. 

Q.   Where  was  the  culling  and  selecting  done  ? — A.  In  East  Boston,  over  on  his  yard. 

Q.  Did  he  cull  and  select  it  here  before  it  went  to  East  Boston  7 — A.  I  understand  he 
did. 

Q.  Then  if  he  culled  and  selected  it  here,  he  got  a  good  cull  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  these  pieces  come  back  cut  ?— rA.  No,  sir,  not  to  any  extent ;  and  I  understand 
that,  when  cut,  deduction  was  made ;  if  there  was  any  piece  came  back  cut,  he  was  charged 
with  the  balance ;  but  as  a  general  thing  this  timber  came  back  in  lone  pieces,  just  as  they 
were  taken.  I  would  say  here  that  I  was  a  little  surprised  that  such  good  stuff  should  be  sent 
back,  but  Mr.  Hersev,  his  foreman,  said  that  it  would  not  work  to  advantage. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  was  what  he  took  better  than  what  he  returned  ? — A.  I  judge  it 
was  aU  ii^ood,  for  be  took  it  for  good.  My  impression  is  he  selected  it  because  the  dimen- 
sions suited  him  better. 

Q.  Was  the  lumber  he  sent  back  worth  9^  cents  a  foot?— A.  Yes,  sir;  just  as  much  as  it 
was  when  he  took  it. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  great  advantage  to  Mr.  McKav  to  have  a  selection  from  a  large  pile  of 
plank,  and  to  be  able  to  take  just  what  he  wanted  to  suit  his  purposes  ? — A.  Very  great. 

Q.  Could  he  have  done  that  if  he  had  bought  his  lumber  outside  7~A.  Not  without  pay- 
ing an  additional  price  for  the  privilege. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  notice  that  there  were  9,916  feet  of  white-oak  plank  returned  and  charged  at  8  cents- 
afoot,  and  that  he  received  at  one  time,  14,825  feet  at  the  same  price, 8  cents  a  foot;  and 
aUo  received,  on  another  occasion,  2,904  feet  of  white-oak  plank  at  that  same  price ;  do  you 
know  whether  this  had  been  cut  or  culled? — ^A.  There  was  none  came  back,  to  my 
knowledge,  that  had  been  cut  to  any  extent. 

Q.  I  find  him  credited  with  9,786  feet  of  pine  plank  stage  at  3  cents  a  foot ;  are  you  sure 
he  received  any  at  that  price  ?— A.  I  am  not  clear  about  that.  (This  9,786  feet  is  No.  3 
plank,  but  at  more  than  3  cents  a  foo^  ) 
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Q.  If  you  received  it  back  at  3  ceats  a  foot,  did  you.  make  a  deduction  for  its  use  and 
injury  T — A.  It  has  not  been,  to  mjknowledgpe,  received  back  at  a  less  price  than  it  was 
charged.  If  it  has  been,  then  clearly  the  clerk  has  not  done  what  he  was  crdered  to  do. 
The  directions  were,  that  when  he  delivered  the  stuff  he  must  be  credited  with  just  exactly 
what  we  charged  him,  except  in  the  matter  of  copper. 

Q.  I  find  2,005  feet  3-inch  plank  charged  at  6^  cents  for  staging.  I  find  he  retamed 
9,786  feet  of  pine-plank  staging  anparently  at  3  cents.  The  total  is  $486.33 ;  2,620  feet 
yellow  pine  at  7  cents  a  foot,  $183.40;  6,850  feet  white-pine  deck-plank  at  5^  cents, 
$359.62 ;  814  feet  white-oak  plank-stocks,  $535.50 ;  600  locust  treenails  at  5  cents,  $30 ; 
3,264  feet  2-inch  white-pine  plank  at  6  cents,  $195.84 ;  6,727  feet  1^  inch  white-pine  plank, 
6^  cents,  $437.26;  1,322  feet  l^-inch  white-pine  plank  at  6  cents,  $79.32.  Was  all  this 
material  which  he  returned  to  you  received  as  of  the  same  kind,  quality,  and  value  as  that 
which  was  delivered  to  himt— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  understanding. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  it  was  equally  as  good  ? — A.  I  believe  it  was.  I  believe  he  returned 
the  identical  stuff.    The  orders  were  that  he  should  be  credited  just  what  we  charged  him. 

Q.  Hare  you  any  idea  that  in  selecting  from  the  quantity  taken  he  selected  the  best 
stock  T — A.  I  have  no  doubt  he  did. 

Q.  To  that  extent,  then,  the  Government  was  injured  by  furnishing  him  the  plank  ? — A. 
I  don't  think  the  Government  was  injured  at  all.  He  selected  the  best  as  we  should  select 
the  best  if  we  were  building  a  ship. 

Q.  He  had  the  privilege  of  selecting  the  best,  taking  what  he  thought  necessary  and  re- 
turning the  balance? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  should  have  done  the  same  in  the  yard.  I  think 
that  was  fair  if  the  Government  gave  him  the  stuff  at  all. 

Q.  This  was  merely  a  sale  by  the  Government  to  him,  and  he  had  the  privilege  of  pick- 
ing out  what  he  wanted  from  the  Government  stock  and  returning  what  he  did  not  use. 
There  was  some  advantage  to  him  in  that  respect,  was  there  not? — A.  There  was  some  ad- 
vantage. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  what  law  or  authority  Ihe  oak  or  pine  plank  or.  lumber  of  any  kind 
was  sold  to  him  under  the  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  authorized  you  or  your  predecessor  to  sell  lumber  to  him  ? — A.  The  chief  of 
bureau  conferred  that  authority. 

Q.  The  contract  does  not  give  him  that  right,  does  itt — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Now,  would  you  say  that  the  system  of  allowing  outside  contractors  to  supply  them- 
selves from  the  Government  stores  ia  a  good  system  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  a  miserable  system. 

Q.  Suppose  you  were  to  go  on  with  the  contract  system  to  a  very  large  extent,  abandon- 
ing the  Government  work  here  in  the  vard  entirely,  and  were  to  furnish  the  contractors 
just  what  they  might  want,  would  not  the  Government  be  a  large  loser  by  the  operation  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  remnants,  bad  lumber,  lumber  not  adapted  to  the  work,  would  ultimately  be  left 
on  the  hands  of  the  Government,  wouldn't  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  bad  lumber  would  be  left 
on  the  hands  of  the  Government  anyhow,  whether  we  did  the  work,  or  anybody  else. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  any  authority  on  the  part  of  the  naval  constructor  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  anything  that  belongs  to  the  Government  to  outside  parties,  even 
though  they  have  made  contracts  with  the  Government? — A.  There  is  no  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Well,  is  there  any  authority  on  the  part  of  the  chief  of  bureau  7 — ^A.  I  think,  under 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  there  is.  Apart  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  think  not ;  but 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  should  think  there  was  anthority. 

Q.  But  you  still  think  it  a  bad  system,  liable  to  abuses,  and  involving  a  loss  to  the  Gov- 
ernment t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  consider  white-oak  plank  which  the  Government  have  paid  95  cents  a  foot 
for,  brought  here  and  stored  until  it  is  perfectly  dry,  and  in  the  best  possible  condition  to 
go  on  to  a  ship,  worth  more  than  any  lumber  which  a  constructor  could  buy  outside  in 
Quantities  sufficiently  large  for  his  purpose  7 — A.  For  planking  a  ship  above  water  it  is  ; 
for  planking  a  ship  l>elow  water,  it  is  not. 

Q.  Do  you  not  consider  that  such  lumber  as  that  gains  in  value  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  properly  taken  care  of  for  a  period  of  time  ? — A.  For  a  period  of  time  it 
does. 

Q.  Should  you  consider  a  vessel  built  of  that  lumber  would  be  a  little  better  for  the  Gov- 
ernment ?— A.  Far  superior. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Were  any  bills  made  and  approved  on  the  Adams  or  Essex,  when  you  were  away 
on  that  survey,  by  the  acting  constructor  of  this  yard  1 — A.  On  the  first  contract  there  were 
no  payments  made  while  I  was  away.  On  the  second  contract  there  were  two  payments 
made. 

Q.  To  what  amount?— A.  November  1,  1875,  by  John  F.  Hanscom,  $5,000:  November 
10,  J 875,  by  F.  L.  Fernald,  $5,000.  That  is  all  on  the  Adams.  On  the  Essex  there  were 
made  while  I  was  away  the  following  payments:  September  21,  by  John  F.  Hanscom, 
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^5,000 ;  NoTember  1,  by  John  F.  Hanscom,  $5,000 ;  November  19,  by  F.  L.  Fernald,  $5,000.  . 
All  the  other  payments  were  made  by  myself. 

Q.  By  whose  orders  were  those  bills  made  t — A.  In  the  absence  of  the  naval  constructor, 
the  assistant  naval  constmctor,  by  the  t^rms  of  the  contract,  had  authodty  to  certify  the 
bills. 

Q.  Did  yonr  assistant  constructor  make  them  himself,  or  was  he  ordered  to  make  those 
bills  T — A.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  done.  When  Mr.  McKay  wants  a  payment  he  makes 
out  a  bill  himself. 

^  Q.  If  yon  had  been  here  should  yon  have  approved  those  bills  ? — A.  It  is  impossible  for 
Die  to  tell  whether  I  should  or  not,  because  before  I  approve  a  bill  I  examine  the  condition 
of  the  work,  to  see  whether  he  is  entitled  to  payments. 

By  Mr.  BuRLElGH : 

Q.  It  was  not  an  over-payment  ? — A.  I  think  not.  I  have  approved  one  bill  within  two 
weeks.     It  depends  upon  the  amoant  of  work  done  whether  they  were  due  or  not. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  McKay  received  nothing  for  launchinfi:  the  Adams  7 
— A.  Nothing,  except  a  loan  of  some  chains  and  other  fixtures  used  in  launching. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  would  be  the  cost  of  launching  that  vessel? — A.  In  the 
manner  in  which  they  launch  vessels  at  East  Boston,  it  could  be  launched  for  about  $300. 
In  the  navy-yard  it  would  cost  more  money.  They  launch  there  in  a  manner  which  we 
could  not  afford  to  risk,  but  still  they  get  them  off,  sometimes  safely  and  sometimes  not ; 
but  I  suppose,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  perhaps  more,  safely.  It  is  rarely  that  you  hear 
of  an  accident ;  but  when  one  accident  like  that  happens  to  a  naval  constructor  it  is  likely 
to  fix  him,  and  therefore  they  cannot  afford  to  risk  it. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  You  said  that  on  November  1  and  November  19  two  payments  were  made,  one  on  tha 
Essex  and  one  on  the  Adams,  of  $5,000  each  time,  making  $'20,000.  Do  yon  think  those 
boats  were  sufficiently  advanced  in  that  short  time,  eighteen  days,  to  have  entitled  Mr. 
McKay  to  receive  those  payments  ? — A.  It  is  not  impossible  that  that  should  be  the  case. 

Q.  1  know  you  might  put  2,000  men  on  them  and  finish  them  in  a  few  days,  but  I  am 
talking  about  what  you  know  of  those  boats,  and  the  condition  in  which  they  were  when 
yoc  left  here,  and  in  which  you  found  them  when  you  came  back. — A.  From  the  condition 
in  which  I  found  the  vessels  when  I  came  back  I  should  say,  on  the  whole,  the  Adams  be- 
ing very  nearly  completed  and  the  Essex  not  far  behind  it,  that  the  payments  were  properly  « 
made. 

Q.  Had  there  been  $10,000  worth  of  work  done  on  the  Adams  during  those  eighteen  or 
twenty  days  f — A.  No,  sir;  that  is  not  the  way  to  estimate  it.  It  is  the  amount  of  work 
done  according  to  his  contract.  If  he  gets  $10,000  for  doing  $5,000  worth  oi  work,  we  must 
pay  him  the  $10,000.  I  may  think  he  has  only  done  $5,000  worth  of  work,  but  if  the  contract 
says  $10,000  we  must  pav  it  to  him. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Fernald  at  the  time  he  was  sent  to  take  your  place  while  yoa 
were  away  t — A.  He  was  at  the  bureau  assisting  the  constructor  at  Washington. 

Q.  Was  he  sent  here  to  act  as  naval  constructor  bv  the  chief  until  you  returned  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
fir ;  part  of  the  time ;  the  other  part  Mr.  John  F.  Hanscom  was  here. 

Q.  Mr.  F.  L.  Fernald  is  a  brother-in-law  of  the  chief,  is  he  not  If— A.  He  is  a  nephew  of 
the  chief,  I  believe. 

Q.  Did  not  one  of  the  Femalds  marry  Isaiah  Hanscom's  daughter  T— A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  called  on  to  approve  an  account  of  Mr.  McKay  for  payment  t-* 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ajad  yon  have  done  so  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whose  order  ? — A.  It  did  not  require  any  order,  only  the  general  order.  When  I 
think  the  work  has  progressed  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  authorize  payment,  I  make  it. 

Q.  When  you  look  over  the  condition  in  which  the  Government  has  been  placed  by  Mr. 
Hanscom  by  the  payments  which  he  has  required  to  be  made,  and  the  amount  of  work  from 
whidi  he  has  released  the  contractor,  don't  you  think  you  would  be  justified  in  withholding 
some  of  the  payments  until  the  Government  settles  with  this  gentleman  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  1 
am  justified  in  withholding  the  last  pavment  on  the  Essex  because  the  last  payment  is 
small — about  $5,000 — and  he  can  finish  the  work  now  to  be  done  for  about  $2,500.  I  think 
I  have  secnred  the  Government  abundantly. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  the  Government  will  desire  to  have  that  $22,000  worth  of  work 
from  which  Mr.  Hanscom  has  released  this  man  investigated,  and  compel  him  to  pa^  itt — 
A.  That  is  on  the  Adams.  There  is  nothing  due  on  the  Adams  until  the  vessel  is  com- 
pleted. 

Q.  How  much  is  due  on  the  Adams  T — A.  Fourteen  thousand  and  some  odd  dollars  on 
the  first  contract. 

Q.  When  you  have  charged  him  with  the  $27,000  worth  of  timber  which  he  has  received, 
then  how  much  is  duet — A.  Fourteen  thousand  and  some  odd  hundred  dollars  on  his  first 
contract,  and  about  $5,000  on  the  second.   There  is  about  $19,000  due  him  on  the  Adams. 
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Q.  Then  he  owes  the  Government  $22,000  T — A.  No,  sir ;  not  by  the  present  mling  of  the 
chief. 

Q.  Don*t  the  letters  say  that  the  frame  is  to  be  delivered  to  him  T^-A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  The  contract  said  not  a  word  aboat  the  frame,  did  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  the  oootract  says 
deliver  him  the  timber. 

Q.  That  is  the  frame,  isn*t  it  T-^A.  The  frame  timber. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q!  Suppose  you  had  before  you  the  plans  and  specifications  of  a  ship  of  a  certain  size, 
trhich  was  to  be  built  in  this  yard,  and  you  had  instructions  to  select  the  frame  for  that  ves- 
sel ;  in  selecting^  it,  would  you  select  a  piece  of  timber  adapted  to  each  piece  of  the  frame  ?-<- 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  nearly  as  possible. 

Q.  Saving,  waste,  and  all  that  T — ^A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  would  hand  over  as  the  frame  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  Mr.  Hanscom  in  this  case  has  not  only  done  that,  but  he  has  ordered  a  certain 
amount  of  work  to  be  done  on  the  frame ;  that  is,  he  has  made  the  frame  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  advantage  or  disadvantaf^  was  the  alteration  in  the  hatches  7 — A.  I  think  it 
cost  him  $125  more  to  do  the  work  when  it  was  so  ordered.    I  will  read  the  order  for  it : 

"Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

''March  1,  1?J75. 

^  *'  Sir  :  Referring  to  the  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  sloop-of-war  Adams,  building 
by  Mr.  D.  McKay,  under  contract,  the  comers  of  the  iron  hatches  were  to  be  of  angle-iron. 
It  is  deemed  advisable  to  have  these  comers  of  composition,  as  in  the  sister  ships,  which 
comers  will  be  furnished  by  the  Govemment,  the  contractor  allowing  the  coet  of  iron  cor- 
ners, provided  the  work  is  equal  in  both  cases. 

"  The  after  hatch  also,  which  by  the  plans  and  specifications  is  to  be  of  wood,  will  be  of 
composition,  the  plates  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government. 
"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"I.  HANSCOM, 
"  Chitf  of  Buremu. 
**  Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.. 

"  Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston,  Mass,^^ 


Boston,  March  23,  1876. 
William  Hichborn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

<}uestion.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Answer.  Foreman  ship-joiner  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  been  employed  there  in  that  capacity  7— >A.  Since  June,  1861, 
excepting  an  interval  of  eight  months  in  1869. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  rejected  articles  being  received  in  your  department  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  bending-mill  was  built? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  Did  the  Govemment  build  the  builaing  7 — A«  No,  sir ;  it  was  built  mostly  by  the  con- 
tractor, I  should  say. 

Q.  Who  was  that?^A.  Mr.  Griffiths  put  in  the  machinery,  but  whether  he  built  the 
building  or  not,  I  don*t  know ;  but  it  was  built  by  contract  at  the  same  time  be  put  it  in. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
'  Q.  Did  you  do  any  joiner  work  on  that  building  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  some. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  did  you  do  7 — A.  I  planed  out  in  my  ioiner*s-sbop  a  good  deal  of  the  stu£f  and 
got  out  the  molding  for  the  root,  and  finished  up  the  engine-house  inside. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  The  material  for  the  whole  of  that  building  was  furnished  by  the  Govemment,  was  it 
not  f — A.  That  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  your  stock  f— A.  I  got  mine  from  the  Government ;  sent  down  to 
the  timber-inspector  and  got  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  much  work  did  you  do  on  that  building,  putting  it  all  together  7— A.  It  was  ex- 
tended over  so  long  a  time  that  I  cannot  tell.  They  kept  sending  stuff  to  the  joiner's  shop 
to  be  planed,  and  various  things  the  whole  time,  almost  every  day,  for  three  or  four  months. 
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Bj  Mr.  BURLKIGH : 

Q.  Didnt  7011  fet  out  the  windows  T — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Nor  the  sasoes  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  the  doon  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  joa  did  get  oat. — A.  Well,  I  did  the  planiag,  sawing,  and  such  like  aa 
that,  and  the  moldines  around  the  roof  I  recollect  particularly  about,  because  there  was 
a  large  hole.  I  finished  up  the  engine-house,  and  sheathed  the  steam-pipes,  and  the  en- 
gine, and  all  about  the  machinery  inside  there.  The  engine-bouse  was  ot  brick,  outside  of 
iha  mun  mill,  and  I  finished  it  up,  sheathed  and  paneled  it  all.     I  finished  it  up  nice.  * 

Q.  Didn't  you  plane  and  match  the  boards  ror  the  outside  f — ^A.  I  am  not  sure  about 
that.   Tbey  sent  so  much  there  that  it  would  be  a  Question  of  memory  on  that  point. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  how  the  walls  of  that  buiiaing  were  built  f ^-A.  Why,  it  is  a  com- 
mon frame  building  boarded  in. 

Q.  Do  70U  know  whether  the  boards  were  matched  and  planed  or  not  7 — A.  I  cannat  say. 

By  Mr.  Jones  :  .      •  ♦ 

Q.  Did  yon  keep  any  account  of  the  time  you  worked  on  ■  it,  and  the  material  furnished 
by  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  keep  any  account.  That  is,  my  monthly  re- 
port to  the  constructor  showed  what  I  was  doing. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  ordered  to  keep  that  separate  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  it  all  went  into  general 
porpoMe. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Wu  it  not  charged  to  Mr.  Griffiths  T— A.  No,  sir :  it  was  not  charged  to  Mr.  Griffitha. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  you  did  all  the  planing  and  joining  of  the  boards  that  he  used  in  that 
baildinjp  in  your  shop  t — A.  No,  sir ;  1  don't  think  I  did  the  whole  of  it. 

Q.  Where  else  could  he  get  it  done  f — A.  Well,  he  might  have  got  it  done  outside. 
Theie  are  plenty  of  planing- mills  ^outside. 

Q.  Did  yon,  or  your  hands,  go  into  the  building  to  do  any  work  ? — A.  Not  in  the  build- 
iig  to  do  any  work,  except  the  engine-room.  The  ship-carpenters  worked  on  it  a  good 
^eal.  They  didn't  call  upon  my  gang,  although  it  would  more  properly  have  come  into 
my  department ;  but  they  didn't  call  upon  me. 

Q.  They  did  call  upon  you  to  do  some  planing  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did. 

Q.  Whatever  coula  be  done  in  the  shop  they  called  upon  you  to  do  ? — A.  All  I  did  to 
the  building,  you  might  say,  outside  of  finishing  off  this  engine-room,  which  was  a  special 
joiner's  job,  was  to  case  the  steam-pipes,  the  crooked  elbows,  where  the  steam  goes  through, 
and  sheathe  it  all  up  and  finish  it  off,  and  finish  the  windows  and  doors.  I  got  out  a  good 
deal  of  the  work  for  them  to  put  together.  They  kept  sending  to  me  all  the  time  ;  but  I 
ihonld  not  judge  I  did  the  whole,  because  it  was  a  pretty  big  job.     It  is  a  large  building. 

Q.  Didn't  you  case  the  windows  in  the  main  building  ? — A.  That  is  only  a  rough  con- 
cern any  way.    The  building  is  not  finished  inside. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Can  yon  tell  by  your  books  about  how  much  labor  you  did  on  that  building  7 — A.  I 
don't  think  I  could  separate  it  from  the  other  accounts,  for  it  went  into  general  purposes. 
I  mentioned  the  different  jobs  I  was  doing,  costing  so  much. 

Q.  Bt  whose  orders  f — A.  The  naval  constructor's  orders. 

Q-  Who  was  naval  constructor  at  that  time  f — A.  In  the  first  place,  what  first  attracted 
By  attention  to  it  was  my  man  -saying,  **  They  keep  sending  stock  to  do."  I  says,  '*  You 
sballnotdo  anything."  The  next  thing  he  said  to  me  was,  *'Mr.  Hanscom,  the  naval 
constructor,  has  come  and  told  me  to  do  it.     "Then,"  I  said,  ••  I  suppose  you  must  do  it." 

Q'  From  whom  did  you  get  your  orders  to  finish  off  the  engine-house  7 — A.  From  the 
oaral  constructor,  Mr.  Uanscom  ;  that  was  a  verbal  order.  He  used  to  see  me  and  tell  me 
to  do  tbns  and  so,  and  would  not  give  me  anything  in  writing. 

Q.  How  many  men  would  you  put  on  to  this  work  at  a  time  t — A.  There  would  be  two  or 
u^ne  men  and  laborers  at  work  on  our  planing-machinery ;  perhaps  they  would  send  np 
half  a  day's  work,  and  tbey  would  do  that,  and  then  they  would  nave  work  for  a  dozen 
difierent  shops. 

Q>  I  want  you  to  get  at  about  the  average  number  of  men  you  kept  on  this  work  for 
<J*t  hoilding  everv  day  t — A.  I  should  not  think  it  would  average^to  divide  it  up — more 
w  a  day's  work  that  they  sent  for  every  day ;  that  is,  aside  from  the  engine-room.  I 
■•d  12  or  20  joiners  down  there  several  days. 

Q>  How  many  men  did  you  have  there  ? — A.  I  recollect  that  myself  and  my  foreman 
^M  it  over,  and  we  thought  the  work  we  did  inside  the  engine-house  and  around  there 
aoonnted  to  about  $700. 

,  Q.  How  much  labor  did  you  do  up  at  the  shop  ;  as  much  more  ? — A.  That  included  get- 
tioff  oQt  all  of  my  stock,  and  going  aown  there  and  doing  the  work. 

Q.  Can  yon  nut  give  an  estimate  of  how  much  all  the  work  you  did  on  that  building 
aiDonuted  to  t— A.  I  should  say  all  the  work  I  did  for  them  in  planing  and  sawing,  the 
work  on  the  engine-house,  and  all,  would  not  vary  many  dollars  from  a  thousand  dollars, 
to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 
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By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  beinff  raised  to  give  any  officer  or  any  member  of  tM 
family  presents  7 — A.  I  donH  suppose  I  know  anymore  than  every  man  in  the  yard  koof^ 
that  they  gave  a  present  to  Naval  Constructor  Wm.  L.  Hanscom,  or  his  wife,  Mrs.  Haim 
com. 

Q.  How  much  did  vou  raise  for  that  purpose,  or  how  much  was  raised  T — A.  Betwe^ 
eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars  ;  that  is,  the  executive  committee  told  me  that  that  was  tt 
amount  they  had. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  gave  her  ? — A.  I  was  invited  to  the  house  in  the  evenin 
and  saw  the  presents  there ;  a  thousand  men  saw  them. 

Q.  Well,  what  were  they  7 — A.  I  cannot  seem  to  think,  except  a  camel's  hair  shawl 
Whether  it  was  a  necklace  or  a  diamond  ring — I  cannot  seem  to  tnink  of  anything  excep 
the  cameVs  hair  shawl.  I  know  I  saw  that.   It  laid  on  the  table  for  everybody  to  see. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  :  ^ 

Q.  Who  were  the  largest  contributors  to  that  present? — A.  I  cannot  say  ;  I  know  noth 
ing  of  the  details  about  Uiat  jit  all. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  the  contribution  from  your  gang  7 — A.  There  was  a  contributioi 
banded  in  to  me  from  my  gang ;  but  the  thing  was  not  very  popular  with  my  gang,  an< 
the  sum  was  rather  insignificant. 

Q.  Didn't  you  collect  it? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  didn't  go  around  and  ask  anybody.  The; 
handed  it  in  to  me.  I  don't  know  that  they  knew  that  they  were  giving  a  present  to  Mrs 
Hanscom.  There  was  something  said  about  marching  down  with  a  band  of  music,  an* 
those  who  wanted  to  contribute  could  contribute  for  the  music,  and  a  man  might  have  coi 
tributed  to  the  music,  or  the  present,  or  anything  else  he  saw  fit  to  ease  his  conscience  oi 
I  don't  know  in  regard  to  that.  I  extended  an  invitation  to  my  own  men  to  call  at  Mi 
Hanscom's  house,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Hanscom.  Before  I  called  the  roll,  I  said  that  Mi 
Hanscom  was  going  to  have  a  tin-wedding  and  wanted  all  the  men  to  visit  him  who  woul 
in  the  evening,  ana  then  I  told  them  what  the  committee  had  told  me — that  there  was  to  b 
a  band  of  music  and  they  would  meet  at  a  certain  place. 

Q.  How  long  was  this  before  Mr.  Hanscom  left  the  yardt — A.  I  think  a  very  short  timi 
He  was  not  there  a  great  while,  anyway.  He  came  there  from  California,  staid  a  while,  an 
then  went  off. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  furniture  being  improperlv  taken  away  from  the  yard  by  an 
officer,  or  anv  member  of  his  family,  or  any  one  else  T— A.  I  don't  know  hardly  how  to  an 
8wer  that  We  have  made  furniture  for  the  constructor's  house,  and  I  suppose  it  is  ther 
now ;  I  don't  know.     I  have  not  been  to  the  building. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  furniture  was  taken  away  improperly,  that  belonged  to  tfa 
Government  f — A.  The  assistant  constructor,  Mr.  Femald,  (I  oelieve  he  was  assistant  con 
■tractor  at  the  time, )  sent  to  the  joiner-shopjand  got  a  nice  desk  that  was  made  for  one  of  th 
■bins. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  7 — A.  He  carried  it  to  his  house.  I  recollect  it,  because  h 
p;ot  my  quarterman  to  alter  the  cornice  of  it  to  go  into  a  recess ;  but  it  was  the  understand 
ing  that  he  should  fetch  it  back  again. 

Q.  Was  his  house  in  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  outside.  I  know  I  had  to  make  an 
other  desk  to  replace  it  when  the  ship  went  off. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  desk  has  been  brought  back  or  not  ?— A.  It  has  not  com 
back,  to  my  knowledge,  since  I  have  been  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  W^hat  was  the  value  of  that  desk  ? — A.  Perhaps  it  was  worth  seventy  or  eighty  do 
lars. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard  anv  of  your  men  state,  when  you  have  sent  them  i 
pack  furniture  for  anybody  else  who  was  leaving  the  yard  who  had  been  in  the  employmei 
of  the  Government,  that  they  had  taken  any  of  the  furniture  away  with  them  that  belonge 
to  the  Government  I — A.  I  know  I  have  made  furniture  for  the  constructor's  house — blacl 
walnut  bedsteads  and  such  things  as  that.  I  should  not  have  thought  of  it  if  you  ha 
not  asked  me.  There  were  two  black-walnut  bedsteads  made,  and  one  of  the  men  wb 
worked  on  them  happened  to  be  at  the  constructor's  house,  and  he  told  me  there  wasn't  bi 
one  there  now.     I  think  that  constructor  was  William  L.  Hanscom. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Was  that  after  Mr.  Hanscom  left  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  bureaus  or  drawers  or  cases  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  was  contini 
ally  doing  something  for  the  coDhtractors  in  that  line,  and  they  most  generally  borrowed  fu 
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oiture  belonging  to  the  ships  to  he  sent  to  the  house.  Sometimes  they  would  order  me  to 
tend  a  man  down  for  it,  and  sometimes  the  6tore*keepers.  They  were  absolute  in  those 
biDgs.    I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Were  those  things  generally  brought  back  t-^A.  I  cannot  tell  about  that,  as  I  did  not 
charge  tbem.  There  seemed  to  be  more  borrowing  than  there  was 'fetching  back,  as  a  gen> 
era!  thing,  always ;  but  I  could  not  make  any  point  in  regard  to  that. 

Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Were  you  ever  startled  by  anything  being  brought  back  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  would  have  been  if  you  had  seen  it,  would  you  not? — A.  If  it  had  been  of  any 
importance,  I  should  have  been  rather  surprised  to  have  it  brought  back. 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  constructor;  do  you  know  of  any  one  else? — A.  Well, the  cob- 
stmctor  was  continually  borrovving  furniture  belonging  to  the  ships,  and  all  the  officers 
aroand  the  yard  ;  of  course  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  brought  back. 

Q.  Did  the  officers  bring  the  furniture  back  ? — A.  JSometimes  they  did,  I  guess,  and  some- 
tifflee  they  didn't. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  those  officers  are  ? — A.  No,  I  can't  tell.  Such  things  have  been 
goiog  on  for  fifteen  years,  more  or  less.     It  is  a  kind  of  custom  to  lend  around. 

Q.  The  famiture  of  ships  is  borrowed  by  the  officers  Y — A.  There  are  lots  of  ships  laid  up 
it  the  yards,  like  the  Niagara,  which  will  probably  never  ^o  to  sea,  and  sometimes  we  take 
tome  of  their  furniture  and  put  on  board  another  ship.  It  is  a  kind  of  scattered  arrange- 
ment ;  not  much  of  an  arrangement,  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  taking  any  of  this  stuff  and  putting  it  on  board  any  new  ship  that 
went  away  f — A.  Yes,  si(;   I  have  hunted  it  up,  and  anvthing  that  was  suitable  I  have  put 

00  board  the  new  ships.  When  they  built  the  torpedo-boat,  I  hunted  up  nearly  all  the  tur- 
nitnre  that  was  put  on  board  of  her. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  officers'  quarters  for  it  ?— A.  No,  I  took  it  out  of  the  shops,  where 
itwu.  It  wouldn't  be  a  very  popular  thing  for  a  man  to  dig  around  in  an  officer's  house 
iod  pnll  out  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  select  your  men  in  your  own  department  ? — A.  As  a  general  thing  I  do  ;  but 
Dot  as  an  absolute  thing. 

Q.  Who  selects  them  for  you  ? — A.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of  men  sent  from 
Washington  by  the  chief  of  bureau. 

Q.  Does  he  fix  what  pay  they  shall  havet — A.  Yes :  the  order  most  generally  comes  in 
that  way.    In  some  cases,  when  they  are  not  good  for  anything,  it  says,  **  First-class  pay." 

1  MTer  have  had  half  so  much  in  that  line  as  I  think  the  other  foremen  have.  My  gang  is 
a  different  class  of  men — rather  an  intelligent  set  of  men,  ship-joiners  are ;  different  from 
inni'WOTkers,  boiler-makers,  iron-platers,  &>c,  I  don't  think  I  have  been  troubled  in  that 
line  nearly  so  much  as  I  have  learned  other  foremen  have  in  my  association  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  at  liberty  to  discharge  a  man  of  that  kind  who  is  sent  to  you  by  orders  of 
Ihe  Department  ? — A.  The  constructor  at  the  yard  has  always  interpreted  it  in  this  way : 
that  if  a  man  was  sent  we  obeyed  the  order  if  we  set  him  at  work,  and  if  his  services  were 
^  required  he  should  be  discharged,  unless  there  was  a  special  order  that  he  should  be 
^ploTed,  which  sometimes  comes. 

Q.  Von  have  sometimes  had  special  orders  that  they  should  be  employed  and  not  dis- 
charged ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have.     I  have  had  one  or  two  of  that  kind. 

By  Mr.  JoRES : 

Q-  Were  they  of  that  class — the  highest  pay  and  the  poorest  workmen  t— A.  One  of  them 
was  the  poorest  workman  I  had. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  bribes  or  money  being  paid  to  any  officer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  around  the  yard  that  are  detrimental  to  the  Government  t 
—A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any  special  abuse. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  The  Government  did  not  own  Mr.  Femald's  house  outside  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

y.  How  does  contract  work  compare  with  Government  work  in  your  department  f — A.  I 
think  it  is  very  inferior  to  the  Government  work  in  the  judgment  of  all  my  men,  and  it 
*^jntttobe  an  honest  judgment, too.     My  men  are  continually  calling  my  attention  to  the 

Q>  Did  the  Government  furnish  the  tools  and  the  materials  to  the  contractors  from  your 
department  in  building  the  Adams  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  an  order  from  the  constructor,  Mr. 
Jj«hy,  to  let  them  have  any  tools  and  allow  them  all  the  facilities  they  wanted  ;  but  they 
did  Dot  call  upon  me  for  anything,  except  as  a  joiner  might  have  borrowed  a  pair  of  match- 
Pjanes  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  I  Kept  a  sharp  lookout  for  them  and  they  came  back  again. 
Tbfy  didn't  carry  anything  out  of  the  yard  from  my  department. 

Q.  Did  you  plane  any  lumber  for  the  Adams  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  work  on  it  at  all  f— A.  Yes,  sir :  1  worked  on  the  Adams. 
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Q.  While  she  was  over  in  East  Boston? — A.  No,  sir;  since  she  has  been  to  the  yard. 
Some  alterations  that  were  decided  did  not  belong  to  the  contractor,  thej  told  me  to  do— 
makinff  sky-lights,  &c. 

Q.  How  did  the  Bnmetized  timber  operate,  in  your  opinion  t — ^A.  Terribly  bad. 

Q.  Was  it  as  good  as  coal-tar  ?— A.  rifo,  coal-tar  would  have  been  a  beaaty  to  it  It  was 
terrible. 

Q.  In  what  particular  t — A.  It  seemed  to  kill  the  life  of  the  wood,  and  it  shrunk  terribly, 
80  that  one  of  the  seams  opened  an  inch  and  five-eighths,  and  the  calker  wedged  them  ap 
with  pine  wedges.  Then  tne  wood  shrunk  and  bulged  out,  which  required  me  to  plane  the 
ship  all  over.  I  did  the  joiner-work  twice.  I  had  to  keep  laborers  scraping  the  stuff  off  on 
the  outside,  and  then  my  men  would  plane  it.  Then  when  they  were  painting  her  they 
would  keep  calling  on  me,  because  the  stuff  would  come  through,  so  that  I  had  to  do  the 
work  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  You  say  vou  did  some  ofthe  joiner^work  on  the  Adams,  and  also  on  the  Essex  t — ^A. 
Tes,  sir ;  the  alterations  that  the  oonstructor,  Mr.  Easby,  decided  did  not  belong  to  the  con- 
tractor he  ordered  me  to  do,  such  as  altering  the  store-room,  or  dispensary,  or  cutting  a 
door  throngh  and  building  sky-lights.  They  were  going  to  have  a  railing  and  they  con- 
claded  to  have  a  skv- light,    oo  that  made  a  change  and  he  ordered  me  to  do  it. 

Q.  After  doing  tnis  work,  did  you  make  charges  for  it  ?— A.  I  charged  so  many  days* 
work,  amounting  to  so  much  for  each  vessel,  in  my  monthly  report. 

Q.  You  kept  each  vessel  separate  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  wnat  amount  any  one  of  those  alterations  would  be  ?— >A.  I  should  think 
what  I  did,  if  I  finished  what  I  left  when  they  suspended  us  two  months  ago,  would  amount 
to  about  $500:  I  mean  on  both  vessels — the  Adams  and  the  Essex.  I  cannot  seem  to  sub- 
divide the  work.    I  know  one  alteration  was  having  two  skylights  made. 

Q.  You  think,  then,  it  would  be  about  $250  to  each  Vessel  f*— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  do ;  but  I 
think  it  would  be  more  on  one  than  on  the  other.  I  think  the  two  would  amount  to  about 
$500,  as  far  as  I  have  done  and  set  out  to  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  board  called  to  survey  those  vessels  and  recom- 
mend anv  cbauffes  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  do  any  portion  of  the  work  for  Mr.  McKay  on  the  Adams  in  your  shop  1 — A 
I  did  very  little.  By  an  order  from  the  constructor's  office  I  turned  some  lignum-vits8  but- 
tons, which  amounted  to  a  day  or  two's  work,  and  charged  it ;  made  a  report,  and  sent  it 
back  to  the  constructor's  office. 

Q.  Those  were  for  the  lodters  and  wood-work  inside  the  vessel  ? — ^A.  Yes.  There  was 
one  vessel  for  which  he  said  the  Government  furnished  the  material. 

Q.  Have  you  given  all  the  work  you  have  done  on  those  vessels? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  know 
of  nothing  but  what  I  have  told  the  committee.  It  is  known,  of  course,  to  everybody  there, 
^r.  Femald,  the  constructor,  came  there  temporarily,  and  ordered  an  alteration  made  in  the 
skylight. 

Q.  when  was  that? — A.  He  came  and  staid  a  week  some  three  months  ago.  He  came 
when  Mr.  Easby  was  in  Washington  on  some  kind  of  board,  or  some  other  business. 

By  Mr.  JoNES : 

Q.  Have  you  any  papers,  or  any  information  that  you  can  give  to  the  committee,  that  will 
be  of  service  to  the  Government  t — A.  No,  sir. 


Boston,  March  2.3,  1876. 
Samuel  D wight  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  yard  T—Answer.  Foreman  of  shipsmiths. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  held  that  position  ? — A.  Four  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  tools  from  this  yard  furnished  Mr.  McKay  to  build  his  vessel 
with  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  let  him  have  them  T — A.  I  did  ;  from  m^  shop ;  delivered  them  to  him. 

Q.  Have  they  been  delivered  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  tools  of  this  yard  has  he  now  7— A.  I  can  tell  you  just  what  he  has  had 
from  my  shop.    There  is  one  list  of  a  part  of  them,  [producing  list.] 

Q.  Just  read  off  the  tools — A.  [Reads.]  *'  List  of  tools  lent  to  Donald  McKay  for  use 
on  sloop-of-war  building  at  East  Boston,  (that  is, the  Adams:)  One  anvil,  1  cast-iron  sow, 
30  pairs  of  tongs,  1  forge  shovel  and  take,  poker  and  ladle,  57  top  and  bottom  swedges,  22 
top  and  bottom  filers,  1  coppering-tool,  1  countersink,  6  flatters,  2  set-hammers,  2S  pins 
and  punches,  15  heating-tools,  1  rasp,  22  chisels,  2  sledges.  Delivered  June  9,  1874,  as  per 
order  of  naval  constructor.  Attest :  Samuel  D wight,  foreman  of  shipsmiths."  There  is  the 
order  I  received  for  it.    It  is  signed  by  Mr.  Pook. 


BOSTON   NAVY-YAED.  123 

Here  m  another  list . 

**  May  S5, 1875. 

"List  of  blacksmith's  tools  lent  Donald  McKay  :  Foar  punches ;  14  top  and  bottom  filers; 
9  flatten;  2  pins  ;  4  set-hammers  ;  13  top  and  bottom  swedges  ;  16  straight  swedges ;  Id 
chijels ;  7  sledges :  30  pairs  of  tongs  ;  1  anyil ;  1  cast-iron  sow." 

Those  were  the  two  lots  I  delivered ;  one  bj  order  of  Mr.  Pook,  and  one  bj  order  of  Mr . 
Easbj. 

Q.  Are  those  all  the  tools  you  have  delivered  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  all  he  has  taken 
oat  of  the  yard.  I  have  let  him  have  a  few  s wedges  for  driving  his  bolts  with  since  he  has 
had  the  yard. 

Q.  Has  anybody  else  delivered  him  any  tools  on  the  yard  f—A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  any  of  those  been  returned  f — A.  Not  unless  they  have  been  returned  since  I 
hsTe  been  suspended ;  but  up*to  the  12th  day  of  January  they  had  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  these  tools  t  I  suppose  yon  made  some  estimate  of  the  value 
of  them  T— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  make  an  estimate.  I  should  judge  that  it  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $600,  somewhere  about  there.  I  should  not  want  to  say  within  a  hundred 
dollars.    I  merely  did  as  I  was  ordered,  and  he  came  there  and  took  the  tools. 

Q.  Of  course  you  are  not  to  blame.  Did  you  do  any  ship- work  for  the  Adams  in  the 
shop  ?—A  Yes,  sir  ;  I  got  out  the  shapes  that  he  required — t.  e.,  the  work  that  was  done 
with  bloom-iron ;  that  was  made  of  scrap  instead  of  old  iron. 

Q.  Who  furnished  that  iron  ? — A.  The  Government  furnished  the  iron,  and  I  got  out  the 
ihipes  under  the  hammer  that  were  required  to  do  his  heavy  work,  weighed  it,  and  kept  the 
icooant  of  each  and  every  shape,  and  turned  it  into  the  constructor's  account. 

Q.  Have  you  a  memorandum  of  that  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  have.  I  think  it  is  on  the 
ihop-iedger.    The  time  is  all  charged  to  general  purposes.    I  think  it  could  be  picked  out. 

(4.  Tm  time  was  not  charged  directly  to  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  No,  sir;  charged  to  the  Gov- 
cnment    Then  I  made  the  bill  of  work  that  I  did  for  him.    I  made  the  bill  to  the  Adams. 

Q.  Inelnding  the  Ubor?-— A.  Yes,  sir;  including  the  labor — the  material  and  labor — and 
tUDed  into  the  store  for  the  Adams,  stating  it.  Then  be  had  to  make  a  requisition  and  draw 
it  out  of  the  store. 

Q.  Who  bad  to  f — A.  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  YoQ  charged  for  it  at  its  actual  cost? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  charged  for  it  at  its  actual  cost  to  a 
cent,  M  near  as  I  could  get  at  it.  Then  there  were  the  alterations ;  and  work  that  he  would 
do  in  East  Boston  came  over  here,  and  the  constructor  would  decide  to  alter.  I  had  to  make 
the  alterations.     It  cost  some  considerable  money. 

Q.  Was  that  charged  to  Mr.  McKay  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  charged  direct  to  the  ships,  and 
the  ships  paid  for  it. 

Q.  To  what  ships  ? — A.  The  Adams  and  the  Essex. 

Q.  While  the  Adams  was  at  East  Boston  did  you  do  work  of  that  kind  ? — A.  Ou  all  ships 
that  I  drew. 

Q.  And  that  was  not  charg^  to  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Not  so  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Q.  Wh}  didn't  you  charge  that  to  Mr.  McKay? — A.  I  had  no  orders  to  do  anything  of 
the  sort  My  orders  were  to  do  all  alterations  that  were  required  after  he  had  once  done  the 
work.  My  orders  from  the  constructors  were  to  do  such  alterations,  without  any  further 
ceremony. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  the  Government  was  to  do  that  work  from  Mr.  McKay  with- 
OQt  charge  ? — A.  The  alterations ;  that  was  the  understanding  I  had,  though  I  never  had 
eoy  conyersation  with  the  constructor.  He  merely  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  do  certain  at- 
tentions, and  I  did  them. 

Q-  Was  it  alterations  of  your  own  work  that  you  did  not  make  fit  T — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing 
to  do  with  me,  but  his  work. 

Q-  Did  you  alter  his  work  so  that  it  would  fit  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Aod  in  building  that  ship,  if  he  did  not  make  it  fit  right,  he  sent  his  iron-work  to  you 
for  alterations,  and  you  altered  it  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not 
**J  so.  I  say  after  he  had  done  his  work  and  it  was  put  ou  the  ship,  the  constructor,  or 
whoeTer  was  superintending  the  work,  ordered  an  alteration  in  a  certain  piece  of  work  and 
it  was  sent  to  my  shop  and  I  did  it  without  charge.  I  am  not  saying  that  I  ordered  it  done 
on  Mr.  McKav's  wors  for  him.  I  don't  think  that  would  be  hardly  justifiable.  He  had 
oude  the  work,  and  made  it  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications,  and  it  did  not  suit  the 
ceostrnelor.  We  make  a  set  of  molds,  for  instance,  for  the  boat-davits,  placing  them  on 
the  ship  according  to  the  drawings.  After  they  get  them  made  and  place  them  there  they 
find  that  the  place  will  not  work.  In  shifting  them  six  feet  farther  aft  or  farther  forward 
thej  have  to  alter  the  iron-work. 

.  Q-  In  cases,  then,  where  Donald  McKay  had  done  the  work  accerding  to  the  specifica- 
tions, and  then  the  couatructor  found  that  the  specifications  were  wrong,  and  had  to  make 
^alteration,  how  was  that  T—A.  That  I  could  not  say.  I  could  not  say  whether  it  was 
we  specifications  that  were  wrong. 

Q-  Now,  in  regard  to  those  borrowed  tools.  Did  yon  have  to  make  other  tools  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  your  own  work,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  these  t — A.  There  are  sixty 
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pairs  of  tongs  there  in  that  list,  and  of  course  he  took  the  best  in  the  shop,  and  of  course 
sixty  pairs  of  tongs  are  a  great  item  in  my  shop. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  Goyerument  damaged  by  reason  of  having  to  make  more  tools  to 
take  the  place  of  those  that  were  taken  away  by  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  It  cost  more  for  labor 
than  for  anything  else. 

Q.  Yon  said  yon  had  to  make  as  many  tools  in  value  as  those  he  carried  away  were  worth. 
— A.  With  the  exception  of  the  cast-iron  sows  and  anvils,  which  of  coarse  I  might  not  have 
to  make.    But  my  set-hammers,  tongs,  d^c,  I  had  to  make. 

Q.  Did  vou  at  any  time  call  upon  Mr.  McKay,  or  any  of  his  agents,  to  bring  back  the 
tools  that  he  had  borrowed  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  requests  upon  your  superior  officer  ?~-A.  No,  sir ;  I  told  Mr.  Easby. 
The  last  lot  of  tools  that  were  carried  out,  he  sent  me  this  order,  which  says,  **  Let  Donald 
McKay  have  what  tools  he  may  select,"  but  not  to  let  him  h^^o  any  that  would  leave  me 
in  bad  shape  in  case  I  had  anything  to  do.  I  went  and  reported  to  him  that,  if  he  took  the 
tools,  of  course  it  would  leave  me  snort.  He  said  be  must  have  them,  and  he  came  and  took 
them,  and  selected  what  tools  he  wanted.  Then  I  made  a  list  of  those  tools  and  returned  it 
to  the  constructor ;  so  he  had  a  list  of  all  tools  that  were  taken  from  my  shop,  in  the  con- 
structor's office. 

Q.  What  workman  would  be  likely  to  let  him  have  those  tools  which  were  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Gaddis,  such  as  jack-screws,  clamp-screws,  &.C.1 — A.  The  head  carpenter. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  Sampson. 

Mr.  Mills.  He  spoke  about  it  when  he  was  before  us  a  while  ago,  aud  said  they 
had  not  been  returned. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Now,  we  were  trying  to  get  at.  from  you,  what  you  pieant  by  saying  that  certain  alter- 
ations were  made  by  vou  without  charge  to  Mr.  McKay ;  and  you  made  the  remark  that 
when  Mr.  McKay  had  done  his  work,  and  the  constructor  required  it  charged  in  the  iron- 
work, you  made  the  change  and  charged  it  direct  to  the  ship ;  and  then  you  illustrated  bv  say- 
ing that  if  the  davits  to  the  boat  had  to  be  moved  five  or  six  feet,  then  the  iron-work  had  to 
be  changed  to  meet  that  difficulty  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  very  often. 

Q.  Now,  did  that  change  become  necessary  by  the  defective  manner  in  which  Mr.  McKay 
had  done  it,  or  did  you  mean  to  say  that  it  became  necessary  by  means  of  the  change  of 
plan  wholly  ? — A.  fiy  reason  of  the  change  of  plan.  I  think  every  davit-hanger  we  altered 
af^er  it  had  been  made  and  fitted  on  once. 

Q.  Why  did  you  alter  them  T — A.  Because  by  order  of  the  constructor  they  made  changes 
and  shifted  them  forward  and  shifted  them  aft. 

Q.  Why  were  they  shifted  forward  and  aft ! — A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  What  change  had  to  be  made  in  the  davits  other  than  moving  the  step  ? — A.  The  two 
aft  davits  on  each  side  are  carried  up  on  top  of  her  quarter-deck,  knd  it  is  necessary  to 
shorten  them,  and  some  of  them  that  were  shifted  a  little  forward  where  she  tumbled  m  it 
was  necessary  to  lengthen  or  shorten,  and  where  they  shifted  them  amidships,  where  she 
tumbled  in  it  was  necessary  to  lengthen  them,  so  that' the  boatmen  could  drop  down  clear 
of  the  guns. 

Q.  Where  was  this  done? — A.  In  East  Boston.   It  did  not  suit  the  constructor. 

Q.  All  that  you  made  alterations  of  was  stated  in  the  specifications  I  understand  you 
that  after  the  ship  came  here  you  were  directed  by  the  naval  constructor  to  alter  some  work 
which  had  already  been  completed  over  there? — A.  Completed  by  Mr.  McKay,  and  brought 
here. 

Q.  So  that  it  did  not  make  much  difference  whether  it  was  the  first  or  the  second  contract. 
It  was  once  done,  and  it  was  thought  to  be  necessary  by  the  constructor  to  alier  it,  and  you 
did  it  under  the  naval  constructor's  direction  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  know  whether  those  alterations  became  necessary  by  the  mistakes  of  Mr. 
McKay  ? — A.  I  should  say  not,  because  the  davit-hangers  were  made  jast  as  I  make  them 
here,  and  were  made  perfect. 

Q.  Perhaps  they  were  put  in  the  wrong  place  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  answer ;  they  were 
made  by  Mr.  McKay,  ana  were  made  perfect,  just  as  I  would  make  them  here  exactly. 

Q.  Bat  you  are  not  informed  whether  Mr.  McKay  placed  them  in  the  wrong  places  by 
mistake  ? — A.  They  were  not  put  in  the  wrong  places.  The  change  was  by  order  of  the 
nnval  constructor,  shifting  the  boats  farther  forward  or  aft,  so  as  to  clear  the  guns. 

Q.  Was  it  not  Mr.  McKay's  fault  in  putting  them  where  the  guns  could  not  be  moved  ?— 
A.  There  was  not  one  put  on  the  ship.  In  the  first  place,  he  worked  from  wooden  molds. 
They  take  it  and  set  it  up  upon  the  ship ;  place  the  wooden  davit-mold  in  the  hanger,  and 
see  if  it  was  right.  If  they  pronounce  it  right,  he  goes  on  and  makes  them.  In  this  instance 
they  pronounced  it  right.  He  made  his  hangers  and  brought  them  over  here.  He  put  them 
on  and  set  them  up  there,  and  the  constructor  says,  ''I  want  to  have  them  6  feec  farther 
aft."    Then  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  alterations. 

Q.  Then  the  alterations,  in  your  judgment,  were  without  fault  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  properly  belonged  to  the  Government  to  make  the  alterations  ? — A.  That  I 
could  not  say  ;  the  Government  ordered  them  altered,  and  I  altered  them. 
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Q.  If  the  coQstnictor  altered  his  plau,  the  Government  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  chang^e. 
Hoir  much  in  amount  do  yon  think  all  that  work,  whi<!h  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
changes  which  you  made,  would  cost  T   Take  the  davit-hangers,  for  instance. — A.  I  altered 
all  OD  (be  Adams.  I  could  not  tell  younow,  but  I  could  give  you  the  full  amount  from  the  books. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  within  ^100  ?— A.  Well,  I  should  say  $150. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  articles  received  after  having  been  once  rejected  in  your  depart- 
ment ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  qualltv  of  the  iron  in  your  department  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  we  have  generally 
the  very  best  of  iron.  There  has  not  been  a  great  deal  of  iron  come  into  the  yard  since  I  have 
been  foreman.  But  during  my  foremanship  we  have  manufactured  iron  down  in  the  rolling- 
mill  which  was  of  extra  anality.  I  had  some  150  tons  of  scrap,  which  I  turned  over  to  the 
engineers,  and  they  rollea  it  and  got  a  good  quality  of  iron. 

Q.  Yoa  have  received  iron  from  outside  parties  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  the  quality  generally  been  7 — A.  It  has  been  good. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  don't  like  to  work  poor  iron? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  does  the  contract-work  on  the  Adams  and  the  Essex  compare  with  the  Govern- 
ment work  T — A.  That  is  rather  a  hard  question  to  ask  me. 

Q.  I  should  think  that  was  a  good  question  to  ask  you  as  being  related  to  your  depart- 
ment .'—A.  The  majority  of  it  would  pass  muster ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  It  is  no 
such  work  as  we  are  obliged  to  do  here,  that  was  done  on  the  Adams,  because  they  want 
good  work  here  if  it  costs  more  money.  They  will  have  it.  We  must  be  more  particular 
about  the  work  and  have  it  in  better  shape.  I  don't  say  that  it  is  any  stronger.  Probably 
we  cm  get  work  that  will  answer  the  purpose  strong  enough,  but  not  finished  as  we  finish 
it  here. 

Q.  Under  what  constructors  have  you  served? — A.  Under  William  Hanscom,  Mr. Pook, 
Mr.  Easby. 

Q.  Dj  you  know  of  any  abuses  around  the  yard  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  know 
of  none  in  my  department. 

Q.  Do  you  select  all  of  your  own  men? — A.  In  part  I  do. 

Q.  Who  selects  the  other  part? — A.  Generally  heretofore  we  go  up  there  with  our  re- 
qniution  and  our  request  to  employ  a  certain  number  of  men,  and  sometimes  the  constructor 
MJi,  "We  would  like  to  have  you  employ  so  and  so,"  and  we  take  them. 

Q.  Does  anybody  outside  of  the  department  have  anything  to  do  with  it  7 — A.  I  never 
tUow  any  one  to  interfere  with  me. 

Q.  Any  men  pot  on  by  order  of  the  Department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  good  men  ?~A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  have  you  ever  had  in  your  department,  at  any  time,  from  such  source? — 
A.  I  have  had  three  or  four  at  one  time.  I  had  two  men  put  on  that  were  not  what  they 
should  be. 

Q.  How  were  they  to  be  rated  ? — A.  As  blacksmiths. 

Q.  Do  they  all  rate  at  one  grade  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  the  best  grade  ? — A.  We  have  heavy  forgers — first-class  and  second-class. 

Q.  Were  those  men  put  in  to  you  as  first-class  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  second-class. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  consider  them  capable  as  second-class?— A.  They  were  not  capable  as 
nxtb-class  or  sixteenth-class. 

Q.  Couldn't  they  blow  and  strike  ? — A.  That  is  about  all  they  could  do. 

Q.  What  pay  did  they  receive  ? — A.  The  pay  was  $.3.26  a  dav. 

Q.  By  whose  order  was  it  done? — A.  By  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Hanscom.  The 
order  was  thus  :  "  By  order  of  the  Navy  Department  you  will  employ  "  a  certain  man,  *'  as 
Mcond-class  blacksmith."    That  is  the  order  I  would  receive  from  the  Department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  being  raised  from  the  employes  to  make  any  offiders  or 
<heir  wives  presents  ? — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  know  of  any  one  in  your  employ  being  assessed  for  such  purpose  7 — A.  No, 
ar. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  there  has  never  been  any  assessment  on  vour  men,  or  anybody  in 
70Qr  department,  for  such  purpose  ? — A.  There  has  not  been  any  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  that  came  to  any  man  in  your  department  to  raise  money  7 
—A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  money  being  raised  ? — A.  I  have  heard  at  the  time,  but  I  took 
BO  stock  in  it ;  I  did  not  raise  any. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  how  much  there  was  raised  ? — A.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  it  was  raised  for? — A.  I  did  not.  I  did  not  take  any  hand  in  it 
whatever ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Q.  What  was  John  F.  Hanscom's  business  when  he  was  here? — A.  He  was  assistant 
naval  coDstructor,  to  assist  the  naval  constructor  in  his  business.  He  was  appointed  by  the 
I^ewrtment,  I  presume. 

Q.  Has  he  passed  any  regular  examination  for  that  ? — A.  I  thiuk  he  has.  I  see  an  order 
to  employ  him  at  $5.26  a  day,  July  2.5,  1874.  That  was  previous  to  his  being  appointed  ; 
and^Charles  H.  Sprague  had  gJ  ,500  a  year. 
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Q.  Did  yon  furnish  the  conirsctor  with  any  material  ?— A.  I  have  famished  him  with 
material  such  as  we  made  for  shapes.  I  drew  all  shapes  that  were  made  of  bloom-iron  that 
he  required.  I  conld  not  give  you  an j  idea  of  how  much  that  amounted  to.  I  kept  the 
correct  cost  of  labor  and  material. 

Q.  Have  contractors  made  use  of  your  shapes  and  tools  ? — A.  They  have  made  use  of 
tools,  but  not  of  shapes. 

Q.  Have  they  not  under  your  last  contract  T — A.  Not  to  any  amount — not  to  use  the 
shape  half  a  day. 

Q.  How  did  they  leave  those  tools? — A.  What  tools  they  used  in  the  shop  they  left  all 
right ;  those  left  ever  at  East  Boston  I  have  never  seen  since  they  went. 


ADAMS    HULL. 

July^  1875.— 4  deck- stanchions,  416  pounds,  refd,  labor,  $26.72. 

August,  1875. — Altering  stanchions,  labor,  $7. 

Sepiemler^  1875. — Truss-bolts  for  capstan,  40  pounds  of  refd  in  labor,  $5.76. 

OctobtTy  1675.— Stay- bolts  and  plates,  labor,  46^,  $111.55. 

November,  1875. — Altering  strong-backs  and  davit-hangers,  tiddine-bolts,  and  cutting  jack - 
stay  rods  :  labor,  $107.43 ;  spars  :  altering  band-whiffs  and  fairleaders,  $.33.84. 

December,  1875. — ^Hull :  altering  davit-hangers,  strong-backs,  and  shot-racks,  $103.60; 
spars:    joints  and  bands  for  swinging-boom,  $26.04. 

ESSEX   HULL. 

July,  187,'>.— 2  deck-stanchions,  430  refd,  labor,  $19.30. 

October,  1875. — Stay-bolts,  labor,  $44.16;    Essex  spars:  jib-boom  bands,  labor,  ^.76. 
November,  J»i75  — Fairleaders,  labor,  $10.28. 

December,  1875. — Hull :  altering  davit-hangers,  strong-backs,  and  shot-racks,  labor, 
$78.78  ;     spars  :  bands  for  swinging-boom,  $11.52. 

GENERAL  PURPOSES—FOR  ADAMS  AND  ESSEX. 

August,  1875.-8  davit-shapes,  $166.34;  six  (6)  fids,  1,300  pounds,  $103. 
September,  187.5. — Shapes  and  gaff-slides,  218  pounds,  $33.59. 

November,  1875. — Davit-hangers,  1,186  pounds,  $183.68  ;  bumpkins,  518  pounds,  $25.30; 
8  strong-backs,  1,426  pounds,  $99.82. 
Total,  $1,205.67,  hull  and  spars. 

ADAMS,    BLOCKS  AND  DEAD-F.YE.S. 

July $28  80 

August 653  05 

September 666  19 

October 1,011  73 

November   473  60 

December 42  40 

2, 875  77 

ESSEX,    BLOCKS  AND    DEAD-EYES. 

October 166  04 

November 147  76 

December 522  36 

836  16 


Boston,  March  23,  1876. 
Charles  H.  Sprague  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr  Mills  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Inspector  of  timber. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  inspector  of  timber  ? — A.  Three  years. 
Q.  By  whose  influence  were  you  appointed  to  that  position  ?~A.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Mr. 
Hooper,  and  William  A.  Simmons,  collector  for  the  port  of  Boston. 
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Q.  Is  it  yoar  dntj  to  anperintend  the  ezamiDation  or  inspection  of  timber  receired  into 
this  yard  T^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Haye  yon  done  so  ? — A.  I  have,  sir. 

Q.  Do  jon  know  anything  abont  any  timber  that  baa  been  received  into  this  yard  with- 
out rathonty  of  law  7 — A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  timber  receiyed  into  this  yard  that  was  not  contracted  to  be  re- 
ceived here  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  Ton  know  of  any  timber  received  into  this  yard  that  was  improperly  measured  and 
reoeiTed  for  a  larger  amount  than  the  real  amount  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  last  lot  of  live  oak  delivered  here  that  Constructor 
Easbj  reiected  7 — A.  No,  sir.  I  know  that  of  the  last  cargo  of  live-oak  there  was  some  part 
rejected  by  himself  and  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  was  afterward  received  ? — A.  It  never  has  been 
receited. 

Q.  Is  it  here  on  the  yard  still  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  does  it  belong?— A.  To  W.  C.  L.  Swift,  of  New  Bedford. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  timber  that  was  delivered  to  Donald  McKay  ? — A. 
Tee,  «r. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  delivered  to  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  tell,  only  by 
the  books.    The  books  will  show. 

Q.  How  was  that  timber  delivered  7 — A.  Well,  it  was  delivered  by  the  order  of  the  naval 
coDitmctor. 

Q.  WsB  it  on  the  vessel  7 — A.  It  was  delivered  to  Donald  McKay. 

Q.  Wu  it  on  the  yard  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  on  the  yard. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  was  it  transported  to  his  yard  where  he  was  building  the  Adams  7 — 
A.  I  suppose  at  Donald  McKay's  expense. 

Q.  Dian^t  yon  haul  timber  to  the  wharves  with  Government  teams  f — A.  Nothing  that  I 
ba4  aoytbing  to  do  with. 

Q.  Id  receiving  live-oak  timber,  what  are  your  classifications  of  timber  7 — A.  Well,  there 
are  three  classes  of  timber. 

Q.  What  are  they  7— A.  There  are  **  straight."  "  curved,"  and  '*  principal." 

<i.  What  do  you  give  for  straight  timber?— A.  Well,  there  have  been  different  prices; 
diftreDt  contracts  ;  a  very  small  difference. 

Q.  Now  what  is  the  usual  price  that  you  give  for  straight  timber  7 — A.  I  couldn't  give  it 
tOToa  correctly.  I  could  give  it  somewhere  near  correctly.  I  think  it  was  $1 .55  a  root  for 
straight  live-oak  timber ;  curved  timber  $1 .73  or  $1 .75,  and  for  principal  timber  $-^.  10.  (They 
call  it  "principal.") 

Q.  Is  the  timber  you  have  been  receiving  properly  classified  for  ship-building,  or  is  it 
Bostly  straight  7 — A.  It  is  properly  classified. 

Q.  YoQ  get  a  proper  amount  of  each  of  those  classes  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  timber  is  put  in  here 
M  promiseuons  timber,  thus  roughly  hewed  out.  in  all  kinds — that  is,  straight,  curved,  and 
principal. 

Q.  Is  that  a  fourth-class  "  promiscuous  timber  ?  " — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  Government  contracts  for  so  many  thousand  feet  of  promis- 
cQODs  timber  T — A.  When  it  arrives  here  in  that  shape,  I  go  to  work  and  classify  it.  When 
I  lorrey  it.  the  first  stick  I  take  is  a  straight-stick.  That  I  survey  as  a  straight  stick  and 
ftpter  it  as  a  straight  stick.  Then  another  stick  that  will  come  along  wiU  be  a  curved 
i^ck— i.e..  one  that  is  entirely  curved,  from  twelve  to  thirteen  inches  or  more,  suitable  for 
I  portion  of  the  frame  or  anything  of  that  kind.  That  is  reckoned  as  curved  timber  and  is 
fMeired  as  curved.  Then  the  principal  large  pieces  are  received  as  principal  pieces — t.  e., 
iBTthing  that  will  mark  a  keelson,  stern-post,  or  stem. 

Q.  Now,  of  the  live  oak  that  you  have  been  receiving,  what  proportion  is  straight  timber  t 
-A.  Well,  I  don't  know  as  I  could  give  you  a  correct  answer  to  that  without  looking  over 
f^  amount,  dec.  Every  piece  of  timber  is  registered  what  it  is,  so  that  the  books  will  show 
jnitthe  quantity  of  straight,  curved,  and  principal  that  we  have;  what  proportion  I  could 
Dot  lire  you  now. 

Q.  Yon  never  have  received  any  as  principal  timber  that  was  straight  timber  7 — A.  No, 

sir, 

Q-  Kor  as  curved  timber  that  was  straight  timber  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  particular  to  classify  each  piece  of  timber  according  to  its  merits  ? — A. 
1  bare,  air. 

Q-  In  measuring  your  timber  to  deliver  to  Mr.  McKay,  were  you  equally  particular  t — A» 
Tbe  timber  was  delivered  to  him  as  it  was  measured  when  it  goes  into  the  yard.  Every 
stick  and  plank  and  piece  of  timber  received  into  this  yard  is  marked,  and  is  delivered  by 
tbe  refistry.  It  is  not  surveyed  again,  but  it  is  delivered  to  him  in  the  yard  as  it  would  be 
if  it  were  to  be  used  in  the  yard  and  received. 

Q.  Are  you  accurate  in  /our  measurement  of  the  lengths  of  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  have 
tD^self  been  in  the  habit  of  figuring  every  stick  that  is  surveyed.    I  figure  it  by  the  contents, 
without  referring  to  any  measurement  or  book,  and' then  I  have  had  a  clerk  who  figures  it 
orer  Tery  accurately,  one  piece  after  another,  so  as  to  be  very  particular  and  careful  not  to-  * 
uTe  any  mistakes. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  timber  or  material  belong^ing  to  the  United  States  on  this  yard 
that  has  been  taken  from  this  yard  and  delivered  to  any  person,  except  by  orders  of  yoor 
superior  officers  f — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  that  has  been  collected  in  this  yard  for  the  purpose  of 
makinff  presents  to  any  officers  of  the  Goyemment  or  any  portion  of  their  families  T — ^A.  No, 
sir ;  I  don't  know  as  I  do.  I  never  have  taken  any  myself.  I  don't  know  whether  anybody 
else  has. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  on  duty  who  has  (^ven  any  money  or  property,  or  the  rep- 
resentative of  either,  to  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  place  here  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  anything  to  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  your  place  f — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  person  who  did  f — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  officer  of  the  Navy  who  has  accepted  any  presents  from  anybody 
outside  of  the  Navy  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  his  official  action  in  any  respect  ?  —A.  I 
do  not,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Where  are  you  from? — A.  Well,  sir;  from  Maine  formerly. 

Q.  Were  you  a  resident  of  Massachusetts  at  the  time  you  came  into  the  yard  ? — A.  O,  yes, 
air. 

Q.  Where  had  you  resided? — A.  I  resided  at  Medford  when  I  obtained  the  position. 

Q.  Were  you  a  ship -carpenter  ? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  many  years  ? — A.  When  I  was  apprenticed  I  went  to  the  trade  of  ship-car- 
penter. 

Q.  What  is  your  aee  ? — A.  I  am  forty-three,  sir. 

Q.  Since  you  have  neen  here  have  you  had  the  charge  of  measuring  and  accepting  the 
ship-timber  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  in  receiving  it  you  have  given  the  exact  measure,  according  to  the 
class,  to  every  person  who  has  brought  timber  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  a  record  of  the  timber  delivered  to  Donald  McKay  for  the  construction 
of  the  Adams  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  was  kept  at  the  store. 

Q.  Who  kept  the  record  7 — A.  I  presume  the  store-keeper.  My  account  was  all  sent  to 
the  constructor's  office,  and  approved  by  him. 

Q.  Don't  you  have  charge  or  delivering  the  timber  to  the  ship-carpenter  here  in  the  yard  7 
— A.  If  he  requires  a  stick  of  timber,  I  have.  But  the  carpenter  of  tne  yard  has  the  privilege 
of  taking  such  timber  as  he  wishes,  (Mr.  Lampson,)  and  returning  the  account  to  me,  and  I 
return  the  account  to  the  constructor. 

Q.  So  that  if  the  ship-carpenter  here  in  the  yard  required  a  stick  of  timber)  he  would  go 
and  take  it  from  your  store  without  calling  upon  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  he  take  it  by  the  registry-number  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  give  an  account  of  it. 

Q.  Now,  who  delivered  the  timber — the  live-oak  frame — which  went  to  construct  the 
Adams  f — A.  I  suppose  I  delivered  myself  the  most  of  it.  I  delivered  that  to  the  carpenter 
of  the  yard,  Mr.  Lampson. 

Q.  I  suppose  in  the  drawings  for  the  A<^ams  every  stick  was  shown?— A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  You  don't  know  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Q.  In  delivering  timber  for  the  frame  of  the  Adams  did  you  deliver  upon  any  requisition 
or  order  7 — A.  Upon  order,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom  7 — A.  From  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  such  pieces  as  that  order  called  for  7— A.  The  order  called  for  what 
timber  they  needed.  The  parties  who  molded  the  frame  would  select  the  sticks.  I  delivered 
in  a  rouffh  state  to  the  carpenter  of  the  yard,  for  the  carpenters  that  were  getting  out  the 
frame.   I  delivered  to  the  ship-carpenter  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  deliver  any  live-oak  timber  to  him  for  that  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what. — A.  Some  few  sticks  that  he  took  in  a  rough  state  after  the  frame  was  got 
out. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  vessel  was  it  for  ? — A.  I  don't  know ;  but  I  delivered  one  or  two 
sticks  in  the  rough  state. 

Q.  Not  many? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  charge  them  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  reported  them  to  the  constructor  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  in  all  the  deliveries  of  ship-timber  to  Donald  McKay— take  live-oak 
first — ^you  charged  him  with  the  exact  number  of  feet  that  he  took  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  charged 
him  with  the  exact  number  of  feet  that  he  took  ;  the  exact  number  according  to  what  was 
in  the  yard. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  deliver  any  that  was  carried  out  of  the  yard  to  his  yard  in  East  Bos- 
ton ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  some  small  lot — a  very  few  sticks.  I  kept  the  aggregate  ac 
count  of  that. 

Q.  Then  you  say  that,  so  far  as  you  know,  you  delivered  all  the  live-oak  timber  which 
went  into  the  construction  of  the  Adams  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  any  other  kind  of  lumber  to  Mr.  McKay  during  the  process  of  the 
c  oustruction  of  that  vessel  7 — A.  Yes,  sir,  ^ 
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<).  What  was  it  ? — A.  White-pine  lumber,  white  oak  and  white-oak  knees,  and  yellow- 

m  plank.     That  is  all  that  I  can  remember.     I  was  thinking  that  there  was  some  aehr 

Qt  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 

Q.  In  delivering  white-pine  lumber  in  the  shape  of  pine  boards,  you  delivered  lumber  that 
had  not  been  registered,  of  course  ? — A.  I  delivered  lumber  that  was  marked  and  sur- 
fejed. 

Q.  When  yon  take  white-pine  lumber  upon  the  yard  in  the  shape  of  boards  or  plank^  do 
roa  make  any  registry  of  each  piece,  or  do  you  simplv  make  a  registry  of  the  whole  num- 
Otf  of  feet,  each  piece  being  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  tue  whole  number  of  feet,  of  the  num- 
ber of  boards.     The  number  of  feet  of  each  board  is  marked,  however. 

Q.  Now,  in  receiving  pine  lumber  and  other  lumber,  except  ship  timber  and  plank,  and 
that  timber  which  is  registered  in  your  book,  each  piece  by  itself,  in  receiving  that  you  reck- 
OD  it  by  the  thousand  reet  and  mark  each  piece,  do  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  goes  in  as  so  much 
a  tboosand. 

Q.  Do  you  mark  and  survey  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  survey  all  the  lumber  received  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  jou  should  receive  a  careo  of  white-pine  boards,  would  you  survey  and  mark  each 
piece?— A.  Yes,  sir;  every  board. 

Q.  Now,  in  the  delivery  of  such  lumber  to  Donald  McKay,  did  you  deliver  by  the  mark 
by  which  you  surveyed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  mark,  sir. 

Q.  Have  vou  charged  to  Donald  McKay  all  lumber  delivered  to  him  or  his  agents  ac- 
cordiDF  to  the  exact  measure  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  that  he  has  received  from  this  yard. 

(J.  Do  you  know  whether  you  hav%  delivered  it  all  yourself  t— A.  Well,  so  fSar  as  I  know. 
I  don't  know  of  anybody  else  delivering  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  that  Donald  McKay  has  received  lumber  to 
eo  into  the  construction  of  the  Essex,  the  Adams,  or  the  Enterprise  which  you  yourself 
did  not  deliver  ? — A.  I  have  fiot,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  idea  that  there  was  any  such  delivery  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  now  that  in  delivering  that  lumber,  you  have  invariably  charged  it  to 
him,  exactly  according  to  its  previous  survey? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  told,  and  have  you  not  learned  that  Donald  McKay  received  a 
lam  amount  of  lumber  from  this  yard  with  which  he  was  never  charged  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  that  story  been  told  you  f — A.  It  never  was  told  me ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  a  rumor  outside,  among  outside  parties, 
who  I  presume  didn't  know. 

Q.  Have  you  a  knowledge  of  how  much  lumber,  as  distinguished  from  timber,  he  re- 
cared  for  the  construction  of  the  Adams  7 — A.  I  cannot  give  you  the  exact  amount. 

Q.  Give  us  within  ten  thousand  feet. — A.  I  should  think  about  eighty  or  ninety  thou- 
nnd  feet,  or  somewhere  in  that  neijg^hborhood. 

Q.  Was  it  for  the  Adams  7 — A.  L  think  so. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  that  lumber  consist  off — A.  I  guess  I  am  a  little  high.  I  will  not  set 
itooitesohigh.  .  It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  70,000  feet. 

Q.  Have  you  the  record  of  it  that  you  can  produce  before  the  committee  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  has  itf — A.  It  is  at  the  store  or  on  the  books. 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  how  much  lumber  was  required  to  construct  the  Adams  t — A.  No, 
Br ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  delivered  more  or  less  than  the  probable  amount  required 
for  the  construction  of  that  vessel  ? — A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  simply  delivered  all  he  called  for  ? — A.  I  delivered  what  the  naval  constructor 
called  for — ^what  I  had  orders  to  deliver. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  deliver  upon  any  order  except  that  of  the  naval  constructor  1 — A.  No, 
lir. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  lumber  at  the  time  that  the  naval  constructor  now  in  charge  was  ab- 
Kat  t— A.  I  think  there  has  been,  sir,  some. 

Q.  Who  was  then  present  occupying  his  place  ? — A.  I  think  some  has  been  delivered 
when  Mr.  Hanscom  was  here,  and  I  am  sure  there  was  some  delivered  while  John  Hans- 
eom  had  charge.  He  was  assistant  constructor  here.  When  he  had  charge  I  think  there 
wai  some  that  went  out. 

Q.  Then  all  you  say  is  that  you  never  have  allowed  any  lumber  to  go  out  without  making 
r^rn  tothe  exact  number  of  feet,  according  to  the  previous  survevs  ? — A.  That  is  it,  sir. 

Q.  Of  any  kind? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  of  anv  kind.  I  would  state  that  always,  in  delivering 
lofflber  to  Mr.  McKay,  I  have  always  had  an  order  from  the  naval  constructor,  in  writing,  to 
return  immediately  to  the  office  the  amount  delivered,  that  the  passes  might  be  made  prop- 
^7  aod  looked  after  before  it  was  passed  out  by  the  constructor. 

Q.  Who  was  your  assistant  ? — A.  I  had  no  real  assistant  but  John  B.  Symonds,  who 
^ae  not  reckoned  an  assistant,  however,  but  a  man  employed  by  the  master  carpenter  to  as- 
sist in  delivering  and  taking  account  of  stuff  that  he  required,  and  he  used  to  return  the  ac- 
coQots  to  me  sometimes  of  what  Mr.  Lampson  used. 

Q*  And  you  used  him  to  assist  you  in  taking  a  survey  of  lumber  to  deliver  to  Donald  Mc- 
**J  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  with  me. 
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Q.  Did  yon  have  a  man  named  Simon  McKaj,  brother  of  Donald  McKay,  in  your 
ploy  t — A.   No,  sir. 

Q.   You  know  of  snch  a  man  ? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  waa  bis  place  in  the  yard  7 — A.  He  was  employed  as  ship-carpenter  to  assistt 
I  think,  in  getting  out  the  frame  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  time  have  the  charge  of  lumber  or  the  delivery  of  it  f — A.  No, 
air  i  not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  JoMES: 

Q.  What  was  your  business  before  you  were  appointed  timber-inspector  7 — A*  I  waa 
ahip-carpenter  in  the  yard. 

Q.  How  lon^r  had  you  worked  at  ship-carpentering  f — ^A.  I  worked  I  think  about  a  year 
and  a  half  previous  to  my  appointment  as  inspector  of  timber. 

Q.   In  a  ship-yard  t — A.   It  was  in  this  yard,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  ever  work  in  a  ship-yard  ? — A.  Ever  since  I  was  sixteen  years 
old. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  all  about  the  different  classes  of  timber,  live-oak,  white  oak, 
and  all  the  material  that  might  be  required  for  this  yard  f—A.  I  think  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  cargoes  were  there  received  at  this  yard  last  summer  of  live-oak,  by 
permission  to  be  received  here;  not  delivered,  you  understand,  but  received  on  the  yardf 
— A.   It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  the  exact  number,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think  ?  I  am  going  back  to  last  summer  now.  I  mean  tha^ 
which  was  brought  from  East  Boston,  in  ue  hold. — ^A.  I  think  in  the  neighborhood  of  teia. 
cargoes. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  ten  cargoes  that  Mr.  Swift  was  al^ 
lowed  to  store  upon  this  yard  ?— A.  O,  no,  sir ;  I  didn*t  understand  your  question. 

Q.  I  mean  not  furnished  under  a  contract,  but  put  here  without  a  contract. — ^A.  Four  or 
five  cargoes. 

Q.  About  bow  many  cubic  feet  is  tliere  in  a  cargo  T — A.  It  depends  upon  the  size  of  the 
vessel. 

Q.  Well,  usually. — A.  Well,  from  six  to  t^n  thousand  cubic  feet — in  some  vessels  that 
have  brought  timber  here,  one  vessel  in  particular,  a  flat-bottomed  and  very  large  thre»- 
masted  schooner,  the  Witch  Hazel,  used  to  bring  about  11,000  cubic  ftet.    But  the  aver^ 
age  of  them  brought  about  six  to  seven  thousand. 

Q.  Was  she  one  of  those  schooners  that  brought  tfmber  here,  which  timber  Mr.  Swift  stored 
on  the  yard  by  permission,  and  lauded  here  by  permission  t — A.  No,  sir ;  she  left  her  cargo 
at  East  Boston. 

Q.  It  was  delivered  here  afterward,  was  it  not  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  cubic  feet  should  vou  say  was  delivered  here,  that  was  not  sold  to  the  Got- 
<^mment  at  the  time  it  was  delivered  here,  brought  from  East  Boston  in  the  hold — ^opooa 
rough  estimate  ? — A.  The  East  Boston  timber  was  contracted  for  when  it  wae  delivered  in 
the  yard — contracted  for  by  the  Government  when  it  was  delivered  in  the  yard. 

Q.  You  think  there  were  about  five  or  six  cargoes  that  lay  here  that  were  not  contracted 
fort — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  large  amount  of  live-oak  received  last  summer  when  the  constructor 
was  away  on  the  board  of  survey  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whose  orders  did  you  receive  and  inspect  the  live-oak  timber  then  ? — A.  By  order 
of  the  assistant  naval  constructor,  who  was  in  charge. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  7 — A.  John  Hanscom. 

Q.  Was  he  appointed  assistant  naval  constructor  then  7 — A.  I  think  he  had  got  his  ap- 
pointment by  that  time,  but  he  had  been  acting  as  constructor  for  some  time  before  that', 
Dut  before  that  he  acted  as  assistant  constructor. 

Q.  Who  was  acting  as  naval  constructor  at  this  time  when  the  live-oak  timber  was  re- 
ceived ?~A.  John  Hanscom  gave  me  orders,  sir,  and  inspected.  He  was  assistant  constructor, 
I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  thousand  feet  of  live-oak  timber  was  received  at  that  time, 
say  in  the  absence  of  the  present  constructor,  at  this  yard  If — A.  Somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  75,000  feet,  I  snould  say. 

Q.  Is  not  John  B.   Symonds  the  assistant  inspector? — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  he  not  deliver  any  lumber  to  Donald  McKay  7 — A.  Not  without  my  knowledge, 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  don't  know  at  any  time  of  his  making  any  deliveries? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't 
know  of  any. 

Q.  Or  lumber  of  any  kind  ? — A.  No  stick  of  any  kind,  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  what  is  usually  called  and  delivered  as  promiscuous  timber  all  billed  at  the  same 
price  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  How  is  it  billed  t   Does  a  schedule  come  with  it  showing  what  it  is  ? — A.  If  you  will 
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allofT  me  to  say  it,  I  will  saj  that  it  is  billed  at  different  prices,  according  to  the  quality.  It 
isrecciTed  as  promiscuous  timber,  and  I  think  it  is  billed— [interrupting  himself] — I  don*t 
nnderstani  the  question  exactly,  but  the  timber  is  billed  according  to  the  kind  received, 
i.  c,  straight  timber  is  billed  as  straight  timber  at  one  price,  curved  atjanother  pricey  and 
principal  at  another  price.  It  all  goes  in  as  promiscuous  at  the  yard,  and  bought  by  the 
GoTernment  as  promiscuous ;  every  stick  is  registered. 

Q.  Is  it  80  when  it  comes  here  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  after  I  finish  my  survey  every  stick  is  reg- 
istered, and  this  on  the  dock  is  registered,  and  the  number  of  feet  that  each  stick  contains. 
I  repster  it  as  straight,  curved,  or  principal,  and  the  bills  are  settled  that  way. 

Q.  Are  the  bills  made  before  your  survey  is  made  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  when  the  timber  comes  into  the  yard  it  comes  in  as  promiscuous  timber  7 — A. 
Yw,  sir. 

Q.  Andnpon  your  survey  the  bill  is  made  f-- A.  Yes,  sir;  upon  my  survey  to  the  con- 
structor. 

Q.  Now  when  it  comes  in  is  it  classified  at  all  ? — A.  Not  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  receive  in  any  form,  from  the  contractor,  a  bill  setting  forth  the  number  of  cubic' 
kt\  deliyered  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  tumbled  on  to  the  yard,  and  then  from  your  survey  the  bills  are  made  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Id  the  different  classes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  different  classes.  When  the  bill  is  made 
tb^  are  so  many  sticks  of  principal,  so  many  sticks  of  straight,  and  so  many  sticks  of 
curved. 

Q.  So  that  the  contractor  has  no  means  of  making  bis  bill  until  he  gets  your  statement  of 
tlie  surrey  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  said  previous  to  the  time  yon  were  appointed  timber-inspector  you  were  store- 
clerk  of  this  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  get  more  pay  as  timber-inspector  than  yon  did  as  store-clerk  ? — A.  The  same 
amount,  though  the  salary  was  reduced  while  I  had  the  place.  My  first  salary  was  $1,500, 
the  same  as  it  is  now. 

Q.  When  you  were  changed  from  store-clerk  to  inspector,  did  you  get  more  pay  as 
inspector  than  you  had  received  previously  as  store-clerk  1 — A.  It  didn*t  go  that  way.  I 
lost  mj  place  in  the  store  and  went  then  and  worked  at  my  trade  as  ship-carpenter.  Then 
ifter  1  worked  here  a  year  and  a  half  I  received  my  appointment  as  inspector  of  timber. 

Q.  Yoa  had  some  friends  who  helped  you  get  tbe  place  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  General  Butler, 
Hr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Simmons,  the  collector  of  the  port. 

By  Mr,  Harris  : 

Q.  Which  did  you  mainly  rely  upon  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  was  well  acquainted  with  all  three. 
Mr.  Simmons,  I  suppose,  was  my  most  intimate  friend.  Mr.  Hooper  was  an  old  friend  of 
nuBe,  however. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  You  say  jou  are  a  thorough  carpenter,  and  understand  all  about  timber.  Do  you 
consider  the  live-oak  timber  and  the  white-oak  timber  and  the  pine  lumber,  and  all 
the  materials  now  on  this  yard  properly  taken  care  of  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Id  what  respect  are  they  not  ?— A.  In  my  opinion,  sir,  every  stick  of  live-oak  timber 
io  this  yard  sboula  be  docked. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the  white  oak  f  What  should  be  done  with  that  ? — ^A.  Well, 
it  is  well  to  dock  white  oak.  With  proper  sticking  white  oak  is  very  good.  Yellow  pine 
uid  pine  lumber  should  certainly  be  stucK,  and  in  the  sheds. 

Q.  Have  yon  got  proper  facilities  for  taking  care  of  that  timber,  as  you  state  it  should  be 

?roperl)r  taken  care  of  T — A.  I  think  we  have  plenty  of  dock-room,  sir,  to  dock  our  live-oak. 
f  the  white  oak  should  be  niled  up  and  stucK  in  the  yard  properly,  it  would  be  a  saving  to 
tbe  Government  of  a  good  aeal  of  money.  We  have  some  live-oak  in  the  yard  that  has 
l>ceD  properly  taken  care  of,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  state  this.  Some  gr^at  number  of  years 
*?o  it  was  docked,  and  reinained  in  tbe  dock  some  ten  or  twelve  years.  Afterward  they 
wanted  to  fill  up  the  dock,  and  they  took  that  timber  out,  and  put  it  in  the  timber-shed — 
properly  pnt  it  in  where  it  was  dry,  and  it  is  the  best-looking  timber  that  you  ever  saw. 
There  is  not  a  crack  or  a  shake  in  it.  I  think  that  is  the  proper  way,  and  that  circumstance 
proves  it  to  my  satisfaction. 

Q.  Is  not  that  tbe  way  generally  known  to  ship-carpenters  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Tou  mean  that  it  all  should  be  docked  first  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  then  remain,  and  be 
pQt  into  the  timber-sheds  and  where  it  is  dry,  away  from  the  weather. 

Q.  So  you  say  that  the  live-oak  timber  now  in  the  sheds  which  has  never  been  docked, 
ibooldbe  taken  out  and  docked  ?— A.  Well,  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  it;  but  still  I 
^sk  it  is  well  enough  where  it  is. 

Q-  Yon  made  the  remark  that  adl  the  live-oak  timber  on  the  yard  should  be  docked  ? — ^A.  I 
>Miat  an  that  lay  about  the  yard.    There  is  a  great  amount  of  it  lying  about  the  yard. 

Q>  How  many  cubic  feet  should  you  think  there  was  of  live-oak  lying  about  the  yard  at 
u«Iff«sent  tioie  T— A.  I  should  think  there  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  cubic 
net  of  timber  around. 
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Q.  Do  you  say  that  it  is  unprotected  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  could  not  say  that,  because  we  have 
ffot  some  of  it  housed  over.  But  it  would  be  better  docked  than  it  is  housed.  Take  that 
tnat  is  covered  over  with  a  temporary  shed  built  over  it  that  was  built  a  few  years  ago. 

Q.  Was  it  not  built  last  summer  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  a  year  ago  last  summer. 

Q.  All  this  large  amount  that  vou  received  last  summer  now  lies  around  exposed  to  the 
weather — promiscuously  about  the  yard  t — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  amount  of  that  150,000  feet  is  entirely  uncovered  and  exposed  to  the  weather  f 
—A.  Well,  over  75,000  feet. 

Q.  Over  half  of  it,  then  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  an  estimate.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly. 
All  that  received  this  last  summer  is  out  of  doors.  We  received  a  large  quantity  of  it  since 
the  naval  constructor  returned. 

Q.  That  timber  that  was  received  from  East  Boston  and  lay  here  after  being  received 
here,  is  that  out  of  doors  now  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  out  of  doors  now.  I  would  say  that 
the  cold  weather  has  affected  the  live-oak  so  as  to  crack  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  timber  received  during  the  last  year  ? — A.  It  was  the  best 
timber  that  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Does  it  compare  favorably  with  the  other  timber  in  the  yard  7— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was 
the  best  of  timber,  as  an  average.  There  was  some  that  I  rejected  on  account  of  its  being  of 
poor  quality.    But  the  majority  of  it  was  the  best  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Where  did  it  come  from ;  do  you  know  ? — A.  It  came  from  Florida.  There  were  some 
splendid  sticks. 


Boston,  March  23,  1876. 

Donald  McKay  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  You  made  a  contract  to  build  a  portion  of  a  vessel  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  did  you  not  ?— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  By  the  terms  of  that  contract  I  believe  the  Government  was  to  furnish  the  live-oak 
tiaiberf — A.  The  live-oak  frame? 

Q.  No,  sir  ;  '*  the  live-oak  timber  "  is  the  way  it  reads.  Did  you  get  the  timber  from  the 
Government  to  put  in  your  vessel  7 — A.  I  got  all  the  live-oak. 

Q.  Did  the  Government  supply  you  with  any  other  timber  7 — A.  I  got  a  portion  of  the 
timber  from  them,  some  pine  and  oak,  and  different  kinds. 

Q.  Did  you  work  into  the  vessel  the  timber  you  got  from  the  Government  T— A.  I  worked 
part  of  it  in. 

Q.  Did  you  work  in  all  the  timber  you  got  from  the  Government  7 — A.  I  returned  some  to 
them. 

Q.  All  you  did  not  return  ^ou  worked  into  the  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  returned  some 
white-pine  plank  and  other  kmds  of  timber.  I  think  I  have  got  12,000  or  13,000  left  of 
sizes  that  would  not  answer  for  my  ship.  I  have  not  returned  all  of  it  yet.  They  have 
got  it  charged  against  me  on  their  books. 

Q.  What  plank  was  it  you  returned  to  the  Government  7 — ^A.  I  really  forget  now  what  it 
was ;  it  is  over  a  year  ago.  I  returned  some  pine,  some  walnut,  and  some  stuff  that  the  sizes 
did  not  suit. 

Q.  How  many  have  you  got  that  you  did  not  return  7 — A.  I  think  I  have  got  a  few  thou- 
sand. 

Q.  Two  or  three  thousand  7—- A.  More  than  that ;  may  be  betwixt  five  and  ten  thousand 
that  I  got  from  them. 

Q.  Where  is  that  7— A.  That  is  in  East  Boston. 

Q.  In  your  yard  f — It  is  in  m^  shed  over  there.    It  is  a  shed  I  hire  for  that  purpose.   • 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  hire  it  7— A.  I  hired  it  from  Henry  Jones. 

Q.  Did  yon  get  anv  live-oak  that  you  did  not  return? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  returned  all  the  live-oak  you  did  not  use  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  live-oak  was  given  to 
me  by  the  molds,  you  know.  They  molded  it  out  in  their  own  shed,  and  gave  it  to  me  by 
the  molds. 

Q.  Did  they  deliver  you  any  in  the  sticks  t — A.  Some  breast-hooks  to  go  in  the  hold  and 
in  the  sharp  part  of  the  ship  and  deck-frame. 

Q.  How  much  has  the  Government  paid  you  on  the  Adams  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  precisely 
what  they  paid  me.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I  could  give  it  to  you  by  looking  at  the 
book. 

Q.  How  much  do  they  owe  you  yet  on  the  Adams  7 — A.  I  can't  tell  until  I  get  the  bill  of 
Mr.  Easby.  He  has  got  a  bill  charged  against  me.  I  think  there  may  ^  $15,000  or 
$16,000  they  owe  me  yet.    But  I  have  not  done  the  ship  yet. 

Q.  Have  you  any  extra  account  against  the  Government  1 — A.  I  have  some  small  matters 
against  them. 

Q.  How  much  is  it? — A.  It  is  not  a  large  amount,  I  think. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  paid  you  any  extra  account? — A.  Not  a  dollar. 
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Q.  How  mnch  is  the  amonot  of  yonr  extra  bill  that  70a  have  to  render  ag^ainst  the  Got- 
ernment  ? — A.  I  have  oever  made  it  np.   It  is  not  larg^. 

Q.  Abont  how  much  ? — A.  It  majr  be  three  or  four  thoasand  dollars,  perhaps ;  something 
^f  that  kind. 

Q.  What  is  it  for  ? — A.  I  claim  for  a  good  many  things  that  were  done  that  did  not  be- 

loiifT  ^  ^^  ^^  ^b®  ship. 

Q.  Have  70a  ever  rendered  that  claim  to  the  Qovemment  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Have  yon  ever  had  an7  assurance  from  an7  one  that  it  would  be  received  and  paid  t — 
A..  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  ever  paid  70U  any  other  sum  of  mone7  except  that  which  it  con- 
trmcted  to  pa7  70U  for  bnilding  the  vessel  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  7on  been  paid  an7thing  for  launching  the  vessel  ?->A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Has  the  Government  aereed  to  pa7  70U  anything  for  it  f~  A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  any  charge  for  launching  it  t — A.  No,  sir.     I   had  some  considerable  diffi- 
cTilty  when  I  took  the  ship,  Robeson  and  me.   1  have  not  seen  him  since  a  year  last  April. 
1  saw  him  when  I  first  took  the  ship.     I  had  some  difficultv  about  the  ship. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  contract  for  that  ship?  Was  it  by  being  the  lowest  bidder  ? — A. 
I  oQght  to  have  got  it  that  way,  but  I  didn't. 

Q.  Bow  did  you  get  it  ? — A.  They  advertised,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  which 
eompelled  them  to  advertise,  and  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  was  to  have  the  job,  leaving 
it  discretionary  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  whether  he  could  ffive  it  or  not  give  it 
There  were  five  bids,  and  mine  was  the  lowest  except  one,  a  New  York  man. 

Q.  What  was  his  bidt— A.  His  bid  was  $148,500. 

Q.  What  was  your  bid? — A.  Mine  was  $168,000.  I  was  next  to  him.  Bob  Jackson,  of 
Ettt  Boston,  was  $500  or  $800  over  me.  I  was  the  lowest  bidder  when  they  ruled  Thomas 
Btack  oat,  as  not  being  competent. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  On  some  ground  of  his  not  having  facilities,  or  something  of  that  kind.  For 
lome  reuon  they  ruled  him  out,  and  then  I  demanded  the  ship,  being  the  lowest  bidder. 
RobesoD  took  the  ground  that  I  should  have  to  build  her  at  Stack's  price,  or  not  take  her  at  all. 
I  claimed  that  it  was  against  the  rules  of  the  Government  for  the  last  fifty  or  sixty  years ;  they 
oerer  had  done  the  thing  before ;  they  would  either  give  it  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder 
wbo  could  fifive  bonds,  or  not  give  it  at  all.  That  was  the  ground  I  took,  and  that  the  ship 
bdonnd  to  me.  The  ground  he  took  was,  that  he  had  letters  from  other  parties  that  they 
wonla  boild  the  ship  for  that  price,  $20,000  less  than  my  bid ;  and  I  took  the  ground  that  he 
had  DO  right  to  build  her  by  letters ;  that  the  law  of  Congress  said  he  should  receive  bids; 
ke  could  advertise  over  again,  but  he  could  not  get  letters  out  of  people,  and  build  her  by 
letters. 

Q- Was  anybody  interested  in  the  bid  besides  yourself  ?~ A.  No,  sir;  so  I  took  her  for 
1148,500. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  arrangement  with  Mr.  Hanscom,  or  Secretary  Robeson,  different 
from  your  written  contract? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  anybody  else  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  give  you  any  understanding,  or  any  interpretation  of  that  contract,  but  the 
contract  itself  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  engage  the  services  of  any  one  to  assist  you  in  getting  that  contract? — A. 
Ko,8ir. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  to  give  anybody  any  amount  of  money  to  assist  you  in  getting  the  con- 
tract t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pay  anybody  anything  in  consideration  of  that  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  dol- 
lar, directly  or  indirectly ;  not  a  dollar;  not  a  cent. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  to  pay  anybody  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q>  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Hanscom,  the  chief  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  I  have 
bown  him  for  thirty  or  forty  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Griffiths  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  the  relations  existing  between  those  two  men  ? — A.  I  never  knew  anything 
in  1^  life,  except  at  one  time  they  were  very  much  opposed  to  each  other,  at  the  time  Mr. 
Orimths  used  to  write  so  much  against  the  Navy. 

Q.  They  are  no  way  related  by  consanguinity  or  affinity  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  they 
ire. 

Q.  Ton  are  not  related  to  them  in  any  way  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  Griffiths  well ;  I  know 
Haoscom  well. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  second  contract  with  the  Department  before  you  finished  your  first 
for  finishing  that  vessel?^  A.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  tbem  a  proposition  to  take  the  labor  and 
complete  her  for  sea,  under  the  naval  constructor  who  had  charge  of  the  yard,  as  I  went 
^g.  But  I  have  learned  since)  that  I  got  a  great  deal  less  for  it — some  $20,000  less — 
tban  they  estimated  themselves  for  doing  it.  I  got  $71,000,  and  they  estimated  about 
1^,000  to  finish  the  two.  I  got  $46,000  for  the  Essex,  and  $25,000  for  the  Adams.  I  per- 
form oTerything  under  the  name  of  labor ;  they  furnish  the  material. 

Q.  Plfase  state  if  you  did  not  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  McMichael  to  give  him  $'2,500 
to  atsiat  you  in  getting  that  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  jovL  i^ee  to  pay  him  $3,000? — A.  No,  bit. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  pay  Mr.  McMichael  1600  ? — ^A.  I  did,  for  services. 

Q.  What  kind  of  servicoc  T-^A.  Well,  he  worked  for  me.    He  worked  in  the  yard,  in  my 
yard,  &,c. 

Q.  Didn't  you  pay  him  $500  for  services  while  he  was  working  there,  besides  the  $600 1~ 
A»  Mo,  sir ;  I  paid  nim  $600,  for  what  time  he  worked.  He  wanted  a  job  with  me  to  mold 
my  frame,  8aperintend,&c.,  and  I  made  a  verbal  agreement  with  him  that  I  would  keep 
him  at  work  on  the  ship,  and,  after  a  few  months,  he  said  he  had  an  offer  to  go  to  DeUware. 
I  had  some  difficulty  with  him.  I  told  him  to  stay  at  his  work,  I  wasn't  goin^  to  do  any- 
thing with  him.  I  told  him  I  would  give  him  $9,500  to  stay  on  the  ship  until  it  was  done, 
and  DO  my  foreman.  After  he  had  worked  for  a  month  or  two,  he  came  to  me  and  wanted 
a  settlement  I  refused  to  settle,  and  told  him  to  stay.  He  said  it  was  injuring  him,  because 
he  had  an  offer  from  the  Department  to  go  and  superintend  some  iron-clads  down  the  coast 
aomewhere.  I  considered  the  thing  over,  and  we  settled  the  matter  up  pleasantly :  I  gave 
him  $600,  and  he  left  me,  and  gave  me  a  receipt.  But  he  was  to  stay  with  me  until  the  ship 
was  built,  for  so  much  money,  and  be  my  regular  foreman. 

Q.  Who  delivered  the  timber  from  the  yard  that  you  received  f — A.  It  was  delivered  by 
the  inspector  of  the  yard. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  His  name  is  Sprague. 

Q.  Who  delivered  the  iron-work  you  got  from  there  f—A.  The  store-keeper,  I  think,  and 
Mr.  Sampson,  by  Mr.  Easby's  orders. 

Q.  Have  you  any  relations  in  the  navy-yard,  at  work  7~A.  I  have  a  brother,  who  has 
been  there  acting  as  quarterman. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  there  ? — A.  I  think  he  has  been  there,  off  and  on,  for  two  years. 

Q.  Through  whose  influence  was  he  put  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  1  am  sure,  who 
got  him  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Didn't  you  have  something  to  do  with  putting  him  there  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  recommend  him  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  for  his  appointment  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  deliver  to  you  any  of  the  iron  that  came  from  the  yard  to  use  on  your  vessel  ?— - 
A.  I  think  he  did.  I  think  that  was  in  the  store-house  that  he  had  charge  of  last  fall  and 
summer,  and  the  teams  went  there  for  the  iron,  and  he  delivered  it. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  tools  from  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  portion— different 
kinds. 

Q.  Have  you  returned  them  ? — A.  I  have  returned  part,  and  part  I  have  not  returned  yet. 
These  are,  under  a  Rpecial  contract,  to  be  charged  to  me  until  I  deliver  them.  That  is  on 
file  at  the  commodore's  office. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hanscom  agree  to  release  you  from  the  performance  of  any  portion  of  your 
contract  on  that  vessel  ? — A.  Not  the  value  of  a  c«nt.  They  have  not  treated  me  well,  be- 
cause I  sliculd  have  had  my  work  done  months  ago,  if  they  had  not  stopped  the  rigging. 
But  I  have  got  no  redress  without  going  to  Congress,  and  I  have  been  there  eight  years  wi& 
bills.  They  stopped  the  ngging  of  the  vessels  last  winter,  which  compels  me  to  stop,  in  a 
manner.    I  should  have  haa  the  vessels  done  some  months  ago  but  for  that. 

Q.  When  did  you  g^t  your  last  payment  T—  A.  I  think  Mr.  Easby  accepted  a  bill  last 
week,  or  it  might  have  been  the  first  of  this  week,  for  $6,000.  I  had  the  bill  made  out  when 
he  was  in  Washington  a  week,  and  I  kept  it  back  until  he  returned  home.  The  bills  are 
made  subject  to  his  approval.    That  in  a  condition  of  the  contract. 

Q.  Have  all  your  payments  been  made  in  that  way  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  through  the  naval 
constructor. 

Q.  Have  yon  not  had  any  payments  through  the  paymaster  f  Has  not  Mr.  Abbott,  the 
paymaster,  paid  you  any  money  f — A.  He  has  paid  me  money,  but  it  always  goes  through 
the  regular  channel  to  Washington,  and  then  Mr.  Abbott  is  notified  by  tne  Department 
Every  dollar  I  have  got  has  been  accepted  by  the  naval  constructor.  That  is  the  condition 
of  my  contract — that  the  bills  shall  be  accepted  by  him ;  and  when  he  considers  that  I  am 
entitled  to  so  much  money,  he  accepts  them,  and  I  think  the  commodore  signs  them  with 
the  constructor.  The  commodore  has  been  pretty  severe  on  me.  I  have  had  some  little 
difficulty  with  him.    Mr.  Easby  seems  to  be  a  very  fair  man. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  had  all  the  bills  approved  to  which  vou  are  entitled  under  the  first  contract 
on  the  Adams  ? — A.  No ;  there  is  a  portion  yet  of  what  they  call  the  last  settlement  on  the 
Adams,  that  has  not  been  settled. 

Q.  How  large  a  portion  ? — A.  They  have  a  bill  against  me  which  they  have  not  rendered 
to  me.  I  think  it  is  over  $30,000.  There  may  be  a  balance  of  $12,000  or  $15,000  due  me  on 
that  ship. 

Q.  Is  that  any  more  than  can  properly  be  reserved  under  that  contract  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  they  have  not  reserved  any  more  than  they  agreed  to  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  on  the 
first  contract  on  the  Adams. 

Q.  So  that  you  ccmnot  get  it  very  well  until  the  ship  is  done  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  and  if  they 
never  rig  her,  I  don't  know  what  to  do  with  her.  They  will  injure  me,  and  I  have  no  re- 
dress.   They  write  a  very  arbitrary  agpreement,  which  is  not  lawful  or  just. 
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Q.  Yoa  know  about  the  amount  of  the  charge  against  you  f  ~A.  Thej  tell  me  somewkeie 
between  $30,000  and  $33,000. 

Q.  Are  yon  sure  it  is  not  oyw  $33,000  f— A.  No ;  I  am  not  sure.  It  is  OTer  $30,000,  be- 
cause some  of  Uiem  told  me  so  a  month  ago— that  they  had  over  $30,000  chaffed  against 


Q.  In  regard  to  the  copper  for  the  bottom  of  that  ship.  Did  you  buy  that  copper  t — A.  I 
bovight  it  w  the  Goyemment. 

Q.  Ton  bought  it  of  the  Government  at  Government  prices  f  — A.  Yes,  sur. 
Q.  Why  did  yoa  do  that  f— A.  Because  the  sizes  they  had  were  what  I  wanted,  and  their 
weights  are  so  much  heavier.    It  is  hard  to  get  copper  in  the  market  at  their  prices.' 

Q.  Ton  coold  get  it  made  t— >A.  I  conld  have  got  it  made ;  give  me  time.  They  drove  me 
up  last  £ftll  when  that  little  flurry  came,  to  drive  the  ships  off  in  a  few  days,  and  I  put  on  double 
Ibe  number  of  men. 

Q.  Conld  you  not  have  provided  it  beforehand  t — A.  I  didn't  provide  it  beforehand.  I 
wasi&*tg<nng  to  buy  a  lot  of  copper  beforehand. 

Q.    xon  say  there  is  a  charge  of  over  $30, 000  against  you — ^that  is  for  materials  ? — A.  Yes, 
air;  that  is  for  materials. 
Q.  Yon  were  allowed  to  pay  Government  prices  for  those  things  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  yoa  believe  the  Oovemmeotbuys  its  material  at  the  lowest  market-price — as  low 
ae  an  indrvidaal  could  porehase  for  oash  f — A.  You  can  get  them  a  little  cheaper  outside  if 
yoa  ffo  and  buy  such  tilings. 

Q.Did  they  allow  you  to  pick  out  jost  what  you  wanted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  picked  out  No. 
1  staff,  and  dimensions  to  suit. 

Q.  And  they  charged  yoa  cost  price  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  same  way  with  copper  and 
other  stuff. 

Q.  Didn't  yoa  consider  that  you  had  quite  an  advantage  in  having  the  chance  tu  go  to 
that  pile  and  get  what  you  wanted  f — A.  I  paid  fully  as  high  as  I  should  outside.  The  only 
advantages  I  got  were  these :  they  specified  the  lengths  ofthe  wales,  and  I  got  timber  of  the 
prm>er  dimensions,  and  it  was  well  seasoned. 

Q.  Did  they  have  this  nice  pine  lumber  for  finished  work,  and  sell  it  to  you  for  six  cents 
afoott^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  whom  they  bought  it  at  that  rate  ? — ^A.  I  dpn't  know.    The  Govern- 
ment prices  are  on  the  books. 
Q.  What  did  you  give  them  for  your  oak  stuff? — A.  I  think  it  was  7  or  8  cents  a  foot. 
Q.  How  much  is  the  white-oak  plank  worth  on  the  outside  of  the  Adams  ? — A.  I  suppose 
it  would  fetch  7  cents  a  foot. 
Q.  Seventy  dollars  a  thousand  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  it  is  worked. 
Q.  After  it  is  worked  f — A.  Seven  to  eight  cents  a  foot,  the  quality  they  require. 
Q.  Did  yoa  allow  the  Government  anything  for  docking  that  ship  for  you  to  copper  t — 
A  No,  sir. 
Q.  They  gave  you  that  as  a  gratuity,  did  they  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yonr  relations  with  the  foremen  and  men  iu  the  yard  were  very  pleasant,  so  that  they 
would  give  you  the  facilities  of  the  yard  most  any  time  ? — A.  In  some  cases  they  would,  and 
•ome  eases  they  woold  not.    They  were  not  very  kind,  any  how. 

Q.  Yoa  seem  to  have  borrowed  all  the  tools  you  wanted  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  borrowed  those 
by  special  agreement  with  the  Department. 

Q.  Yoa  had  a  chance  to  get  all  the  lumber  you  wanted  from  their  pile  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at 
iny  time. 

Q.  I  sboald  think  that  was  quite  an  advant€ige  for  a  slup*builder  to  have  in  building  a 
vessel  like  that,  is  it  not  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  great  favor  to  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  favor.  But  then,  it  was  no  favor,' 
io  one  sense.    They  have  charged  me  for  it  fully  as  high  as  I  could  get  it  for  outside. 

Q.  Still,  you  always  went  there  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  when  I  wanted  it,  I  went  there  and 
gotiL 

Q.  In  the  hull  of  the  Essex,  when  she  came  from  Portsmouth,  there  was  a  considerable 
quantity  of  work  partly  wrought  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  a  rough  state. 

Q.  Iron-work  f — A.  Iron- work,  and  different  kinds  of  work.  Lots  of  stuff  came  up  in 
ber. 

Q.  You  took,  at  about  the  same  time,  a  contract  to  complete  both  ships  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
made  a  contract  the  same  day  for  both. 

Q.  Did  vou  use  that  material  all  on  one  vessel,  or  did  you  put  it  on  one  or  the  other,  as  it 
was  thought  best  7 — A.  My  ship  was  then  done.  It  was  just  about  ready  for  painting.  I 
had  all  my  work  made  and  mostly  in  place.  My  ship  was  pretty  well  along  before  I  took 
the  last  contract  on  the  Essex. 

^  Q.  Are  you  sure  you  did  not  use  some  of  that  iron- work  that  came  by  the  Essex  on  the 
Adams  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  sure. 

Q.  Nor  any  of  the  wood-work  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  foot,  to  my  knowledge  I  had  to  make 
a  requisition  for  every  little  thing  that  we  required,  and  say  in  what  part  of  the  ship  it  was 
going. 

Q.  I  nnderatood  you  to  say  to  the  chairman  that  all  the  money  you  had  received  on  ac- 
count of  building  the  Adams,  you  had  received  from  the  paymaster  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sit. 
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Q.  Mr.  Abbott  paid  you  all  as  oaymaster  ? — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  the  man  wbo  has  paid  yon  ?— A.  Yee,  sir  ;  I  beliere  I  got  it  through  his  office^ 

Q.  How  much  in  all  has  been  paid  yon  on  the  Adams  f — A.  I  can't  tell  yon. 

Q.  Something  over  a  handred  thousand  dollars  ? — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  many  contracts  have  yon  made  with  the  Government  within  three  years  ? — A.  I 
have  made  only  three. 

Q.  One  to  build  the  Adams,  one  to  finish  her,  and  one  to  finish  the  Essex  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  those  Uie  only  three  f — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  other  contracts  with  the  Government? — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  during  the 
war  I  had  a  great  many. 

Q.  You  have  not  had  any  others  since  the  war  f — A.  No,  sir.  During  the  war  I  had  a 
great  many. 

Q.  And  for  the  Adams  you  were  to  have  $] 48,500 1— A.  Tes, sir;  to  complete  the  hull, 
what  they  call  to  finish  her  to  a  certain  state. 

Q.  And  for  that  you  entered  into  a  written  contract  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  To  which  were  annexed  "building  directions  **  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  The  two  papers  made  one  contract,  according  to  your  understanding  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  made  a  single  written  agreement  to  finish  the  Essex  and  the  Adams  f — A 
Tes,  sir ;  separate,  naming  a  price  for  each,  and  that  price  was  low. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  the  live-oak  timber  tnat  went  into  the  Adams  f — A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  the  labor  performed  on  it  by  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  I 
don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  labor  is  charged  to  you  or  not?— A.  No,,  sir;  I  think 
not. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  omissions  made  from  the  first  contract  to  build  the  Adams,  by 
direction  of  the  Department  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  concessions, in  any  way  agreed  to  by  the  GU>vemment  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Ton  have  fulfilled  that  contract  according  to  the  letter  of  the  agreement,  so  far  as  you 
have  gone  ?— A.  Tes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  have  gone,  to  the  letter. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  build  the  boats  for  the  Adam?  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Under  the  first  or  second  contract  ? — A.  Under  the  second. 

Q.  Did  you  build  the  spars  and  masts  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Under  the  first  or  second  contract  f — A.  Under  the  second  contract,  and  the  iron-work 
attached  to  them. 

Q.  Ton  do  not  understand  that  the  labor  of  getting  out  the  frame  is  to  be  charged  to 
you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  lumber  now  on  hand  at  the  yard  of  Henry  Jones  f — A.  A  little  in  a 
shed  of  his. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  lumber  which  you  received  from  the  Government  have  you  there 
stowed?— A.  I  think  very  little  that  we  received  from  the  Government.  There  may  be 
eight  or  ten  thousand  feet  that  actually  came  from  the  Government. 

Q.  That  is  not  white  pine  f — A.  That  is  white  pine.    I  had  over  60,000  feet. 

Q.  Any  black  walnut  ? — A.  The^  mav  be  a  few  boards  of  black  walnut  left. 

Q.  Have  you  other  lumber  there  mixed  with  that  7 — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  some  of  my  own 
lumber,  which  I  had  there  some  years  ago.  Jones  and  me  estimated  it,  when  I  was  paying 
him,  (I  pay  him  eight  dollars  a  month,)  and  we  estimated  about  18,000  in  all  I  had  in  his 
shed. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  lumber  you  have  on  Jones's  yard  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  sold  any  lumber  that  you  have  bought  of  the  Government  ?— A.  No, 
sir 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  And  vou  think,  of  that  IH,000  as  much  as  7,000  or  8,000  is  old  lumber,  that  you  did 
not  have  of  the  Government  ? — A.  Tes,  sir.  I  think  I  got  of  them  about  sixty-odd  thou- 
sand feet  of  white  pine. 

Q.  That  lumber  was  purchased  for  the  completion  of  your  first  contract  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  for  the  second  t — A.  No,  sir.  Let  me  put  you  right.  There  may  be  some 
little  misunderstanding  about  that.  I  have  never  backed  a  wagon  up  there.  There  has 
never  been  anything  added  to  that  since  I  took  that  contract.  I  have  never  put  a  board  in 
there. 

Q.  Ton  purchased  all  that  lumber  and  carried  it  to  that  wharf  or  yard  while  you  were 
executing  the  first  contract  on  the  Adams  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  any  lumber  from  the  yard  since  you  made  your  second  contract  ?— A^ 
I  bnve  taken  sotiie  to  iiul-ih  the  E-?:ex. 
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Q.  Have  yon  purchased  anj  Inmber  of  the  GoyemmeDt  since  yoa  took  joar  second  con- 
tract f— A.  r^ot  to  my  knowledge. 

BjMr.  Mills: 

Q.  Have  jon  in  East  Boston,  anywhere,  other  timber,  ol  different  qualities,  which  you 
purchased  or  received  from  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Haven't  yon  nsed  a  yard  owned  by  Smith  &,  Tilden  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  hired  a 
portion  of  Uieir  yard  there. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  lumber  there  T — A.  I  have  nothing  but  what  they  call  loose  stuff  and 
yard  itnff;  stuff  I  picked  up  when  I  cleaned  up  my  yard. 

Q.  Have  you  any  live-oak  timber  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Adj  white  oak  ? — A.  I  think  not.  There  may  be  some  pieces,  junks,  but  no  white- 
oak  timlfer. 

Q.  Is  there  any  timber  there  which  came  from  the  Government  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir.  There 
maj  be  pieces,  junks  and  useless  stuff,  that  I  bought  of  the  Government.  There  may  be 
what  they  call  refase  stuff,  but  nothing  you  would  call  white-oak  timber. 

Q.  If  any  one  should  say  you  had  several  tons  of  live-oak  timber  on  that  yard  which 
came  from  the  Government,  would  you  &ay  that  was  correct  or  erroneous  ? — A.  I  should  say 
it  was  not  correct. 

Q.  Is  that  lumber  where  you  can  show  it  to  the  committee  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  piled  right 
there  beyond  the  bridge.     I  should  be  happy  to  show  it  to  you. 

Q.  Have  you  any  agent  employed  in  your  absence  ? — A.  No,  sir :  only  a  foreman — two 
or  thr^  foremen. 

Q.  Who  has  been  your  foreman  t — A.  I  have  had  several  foremen  that  attend  to  my  work, 
jon  know. 

C^.  Are  you  a  partner  with  your  brother,  Nat.  McKay  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  been  your  agent  in  connection  with  these  vessels,  in  any  way  7 — A,  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Has  be  not  dealt  with  the  Department  for  you  1 — A.  No,  sir;  never,  in  any  way  what- 
soever. 

Q.  Has  he  had  any  authority  to  make  any  representations,  promises,  contracts,  or  agree- 
meots  iD  your  behalf  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  £[ave  you  ever  paid  to  him,  to  be  disbursed  at  his  pleasure,  any  sums  of  money  in  con- 
Deetion  with  these  ships  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  a  dollar. 

Q.  Have  vou  any  understanding  with  him,  express  or  implied,  that  at  any  time  in  the  fu- 
ture yoo  will  pay  any  money  to  carry  out  any  agreement  which  he  made  for  you,  express 
or  implied  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  dollar — not  a  cent. 

Q.  Can  yon  inform  the  committee  how  much  money  you  have  expended  in  your  first  con- 
tnct  npon  the  Adams,  and  in  your  second  contract  upon  the  Adams  and  the  Essex  t — A.  I 
don't  know  that  I  could,  without  making  it  up  from  my  pay-rolls,  &,c* 

Q.  I  should  not  claim  that  it  was  proper  for  me  to  ask  about  your  private  business,  if  you 
objected,  but,  if  you  have  no  objection,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  you  inform  the  committee 
how  much  money  you  have  expended,  outside  of  the  lumber  which  has  been  furnished  by 
the  Govemment  7 — A.  I  think  I  could  make  it  up  by  looking  over  my  memoranda,  &,c,  9^4 

Q.  Your  contracts  were  $148,500  for  one,  $25,000  for  another,  and  446,000  for  another; 
vuimg  in  all  $219,500.  Were  there  any  advertised  proposals  for  the  finishing  of  the  two 
▼easels,  the  Eswex  and  the  Adams  T — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  made  them  a  written  offer 
to  do  that. 

Q.  You  made  a  written  offer,  which  was  accepted  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  competing  offer  T — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q>  Was  any  asked  for  by  the  pepartment  ? — A.  I  can't  tell.  I  made  an  offer  to  finish 
them  for  so  much  monev,  and  they  accepted  it. 

Q.  Yon  have  received  all  your  pay,  probably,  on  the  Adams,  within  $13,000  or  $14,000  1 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  received  all  your  pay  on  the  Essex,  within  $5,000 1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that,  if  I  give  the  rieht  figures,  there  will  be  due  you,  when  those  two  vessels  are 
completed,  about  $^,0007—1.  Something  along  there.  I  think. 

Q*  Now,  can  you  give  an  approximate  estimate  of  how  much  cash  you  have  paid  on  ac- 
f<>uit  of  those  vessels,  or  obligations  which  you  are  bound  to  pay  7 — A.  I  think  I  can  make 
it  op  for  you  by  looking  over  my  memoranda  and  pay-rolls.  It  is  all  in  the  pay-rolls,  be- 
cause  the  Govemment  iumished  the  material.  I  know  they  were  close  contracts.  There  was 
a  board  of  three  constructors,  Easby,  Fernald,  and  Hartt,  estimated  those  ships,  and  I  think 
they  estimated  the  labor  at  $90,000  or  $91,000.  I  have  learned  that  since  the  committee  came 
here. 

Q>  If  yon  have  no  objection  to  telling  the  committee,  we  would  like  to  know  what  you 
have  actually  spent  and  are  under  obligations  to  spend  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  C3uq  give  you  what  I 
owe  and  what  1  have  spent. 

Q.  Eiclusively  upon  that  work,  so  that  you  would  be  willing  to  inscribe  your  name  to  it  T 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  an  AmeriraTi  bv  birth  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  a  Scotch- American. 
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Q.  Have  you  received  from  the  GoYernment,  or  any  or  its  officen,  or  from  the  Navy,  any 
material  of  any  kind,  which  has  not  been  charged  to  you  T^A.  Not  to  the  valoe  of  a  dollar 
to  my  knowledge ;  not  to  the  value  of  a  cent. 

Q.  In  yonr  second  contract,  have  von  or  not  included  or  agreed  to  do  things  which  were 
properly  m  your  firxt  contract  to  perform  T— A.  No,  sir ;  not  the  valve  of  a  cent.  Mr.  Easby 
IS  tne  arbitrator  on  that,  yon  know. 

Q.  Has  there  been  no  qaestion  during  the  progress  of  that  work  as  to  what  was  the  trae 
legal  construction  of  that  contract ?^A.  Yes, sir;  Mr.  Easby  and  me  have  talked  it 
over  several  times. 

Q.  To  whom  have  been  referred  any  differences  of  opinion  on  that  subject  T — A.  Nobody  ; 
but  the  constructor  and  myself  have  talked  it  over. 

O.  Have  you  had  any  communication  or  correspondence  with  the  chief  naval  coosttuetor 
or  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  that  subject  f — ^A.  I  think  there  is  one  letter  on  file  in 
Washington  on  that  subject. 

Q.  From  whom  ? — A.  From  me. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  that  letter  with  you  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  now  give  the  committee  the  substance  of  it  f — A.  I  asked  for  a  certain 
quantity  of  dimensioned  iron  to  make  my  trusses  of,  which  work  in  my  masts,  and  Mr. 
Easby  delivered  me  bloom -iron.  I  ptotested  against  taking  it.  I  wanted  my  iron  of  dimen- 
sions suitable  to  do  my  work.  I  was  not  a  manufacturer  of  iron,  to  take  bloom-iron  and 
forge  it,  but  I  wanted  my  iron  the  same  as  I  could  go  and  buy  it  in  the  market  The  com- 
modore ruled  that  I  should  take  it  in  that  way,  and  Mr.  Easby  also.  I  appealed  to  the 
Department  what  was  the  proper  thing  to  do,  and  I  think  instructions  came  back  to  give  me 
iron  to  dimensions  and  in  a  fit  state  so  that  I  could  do  my  work. 

Q.  Is  that  what  that  letter  contained  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  forged  out  four  or  five  hundred  dol- 
lars' worth  of  the  iron,  and  then  I  said  I*  would  not  do  any  more. 

Q.  You  say  that  is  all  that  letter  referred  to  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  difficulty  with  the  commodore  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  little 
controversy  with  the  commodore. 

Q.  About  what  T — ^A.  About  what  I  call  the  mud-dock  and  timber-shed. 

Q.  Just  tell  us  how  the  difficulty  occurred  and  what  it  was.^A.  Well,  he  addressed  me 
this  last  fall,  in  the  flurry,  to  know  what  time  the  Essex  and  Adams  would  be  ready  for 
their  crews,  through  Mr.  Sampson.  Mr.  Easby  was  away  on  duty,  remember,  and  Mr. 
Sampson  was  filling  his  place.  I  told  Mr.  Sampson  if  he  would  write  to  me  I  would  an- 
swer him  in  writing,  but  I  could  not  talk  to  him  verbally.  Finally  he  wrote  this  question, 
by  order  of  the  commodore:  when  would  those  ships  be  ready  for  their  crews?  I  replied 
back  to  him,  telling  him  I  had  received  his  letter,  dec,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  say 
when  I  could  finisn  tlfose  ships,  not  knowing  when  the  Government  would  finish  their 
part  of  the  work,  &c.  The  commodore  felt  somewhat  offended  about  it  and  wrote  back 
to  me  again,  and  somewhere  about  a  dozen  letters  passed  between  us  on  that  subject. 

Q.  Have  you  all  the  correspondence  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have.  He  sent  his  let- 
ters to  Wasmngton ;  I  did  not  send  mine. 

Q.  You  told  him  you  could  not  tell  when  the  ships  would  be  finished,  because  you  did 
not  know  when  the  Government  would  finish  their  part  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  their  part  ? — A.  They  rig  the  ships. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  cannot  finish  your  part  until  they  ^et  through  with 
theirs  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never.  They  would  lay  there  ten  years,  because  I  hnish  the  ship  for 
sea  the  last  thing,  until  the  naval  constructor  says  there  is  nothing  more  to  do. 

Q.  So,  if  the  Government  should  see  fit  to  abandon  the  ships,  and  not  finish  them,  as  they 
have  before,  you  think  you  would  have  no  relief? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  unless  I  go  to  Con- 
gress, and  I  have  been  there  eight  years. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  whether  your  foremen,  or  any  of  your  agents,  or  persons  in  your  em- 
ploy, have  sold  any  of  the  material  that  you  have  received  from  the  Government  ? — A.  Not 
to  my  knowledge  ;  not  the  value  of  a  cent. 

Q.  Would  you  have  known  it  if  they  ^ad  ?— A.  I  would.  I  was  very  cautious  not  to 
sell  anything.  I  gave  away  some  mallets.  They  came  to  me  about  buying  mallets,  or 
blocks  for  calkers,  but  I  never  sold  a  centos  worth,  nor  anybody  connected  with  me.  I 
just  told  them  to  take  them  home,  or  take  them  off. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  You  are  an  old  ship-builder,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  built  a  good  many  ships  on  the  river  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  built  160, 1 
think. 

Q.  You  sometimes  build  ships  under  contract,  fitted  for  seaf — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many. 

Q.  You  sometimes  build  hull  and  spars  under  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  built  them 
mostly  every  way. 

Q.  What  is  the  usual  way  ?— A.  For  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  I  have  built  them  out 
and  out,  and  sold  them  afier  I  had  built  them. 

Q.  You  have  built  for  hull  and  spars  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  When  yoa  build  .for  bull  and  spars,  don't  you  build  tbe  bull  complete  f  ^  A.  Yes, 
flir ;  when  I  build  tbe  hull  and  span  I  build  the  bull  complete. 

Q.  And  you  build  all  the  spars  complete  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  when  I  agree  to  build  hull  and 
spars. 

Q.  Ton  build  the  hull  complete  and  you  build  the  spars  complete  7 — A.  Yes.  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  put  the  bowsprit  in  and  tne  bowsprit-cap  on  ? — A.  Sometimes  we  contract  to 
bnild  the  hull  alone ;  the  bare  hull. 

Q.  I  mm  talking  idnHit  hull  and  spars. — A.  Hull  and  spars;  we  put  the  bowsprit  in  and 
cap  on.  We  don't  pot  the  spars  in ;  we  build  them  and  deliver  them  to  the  owner  of  the 
«hip. 

Q.  Do  you  do  the  block-maker's  work  to  the  spars  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  unless  it  is  specified. 
Q.  Yoo  do  not  do  the  block-maker's  work  witn  hull  and  spars,  you  merely  furnish  the 
opars  worked  out  f — A.  Beady  for  the  block-maker ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  far  as  the  hull  is  conoemed,  is  that  ready  to  receive  the  rigging,  ready  to  take  the 
sasts  in  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  ready  to  take  the  masts  in. 

Q.  Dead-eyes  and  eye-boUs  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  put  the  dead-eyes  on ;  that  belongs  to  the 
hulL 

Q.  And  finish  the  cabin  and  state-rooms T— A.  If  vou  nay  **  all  joiner-work."  Sometimes 
you  do  and  sometimes  you  don't.  If  the  contract  aoes  not  say  **  joiner- work,"  you  don't 
do  tkejoin«r-work  inside. 

Q.  Take  a  ship  of  a  thousand  tons  capacity,  the  frame  to  be  of  white  oak,  two  decks, 
good  large  cabins  on  deck,  houses  on  deck  for  the  crew,  boats  would  come  in  of  course, 
and  the  ventilators  would  belong  to  it ;  for  how  much  would  you  build  such  a  ship  per  ton, 
any  time  the  last  three  years,  that  would  class  A 1  at  Lloyd's  for  eleven  years  f — A.  I  would 
boUd  her  for  $H0  a  ton. 

Q.  I  have  built  three  or  four  ships  of  that  kind,  and  know  what  I  am  talking  about.  You 
would  not  want  to  build  the  ship  v^ry  much  if  you  asked  that  price  f — A.  It  depends  upon 
who  I  built  her  for.  I  could  build  her  for  |70  for  some  men.  Some  men  you  can  build  cheaper 
for  than  you  can  for  others. 

Q.  I  specify  that  she  is  to  class  A  1  for  elevea  years,  at  Lloyd's. — A.  If  you  will  give 
ne  an  order  to  build  her  without  interfering,  I  could  build  her  for  $70  a  ton,  with  one  sail- 
iag  suit— just  the  hull  and  spars. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  the  rigging  and  sails  ?— A.  No ;  I  mean  just  what  you  inquire  about, 
bull  and  spars,  iron-work,  &c. 
Q.  Iron-work  on  what  7— ^A.  The  spars  complete,  and  joiner-work. 
Q.  I  did  not  say  that.   I  want  to  confine  you  to  tbe  hull  and  spars,  as  the  term  is  ordina- 
rily used.  '  I  say  the  hull  complete  and  tbe  spars  complete,  and  such  ioiuer«work  and  car- 
ptnter-work  as  ships  have  that  are  built  in  Boston  to-day.     What  would  such  a  ship  cost  7 — 
A  I  should  think  it  was  worth  about  $70  a  ton. 
Q.  Would  not  that  cover  the  vessel  ready  for  sea  7 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  any  rigging  or  sails  enter  into  that  estimate  of  $70  a  ton  7 — A.  No ;  you  couldn't 
get  it  done  here. 

Q.  Are  yon  sure  7 — A.  I  know  you  couldn't.  I  would  not  build  a  thousand-ton  ship  to- 
day for  less  than  $70  a  ton,  fitted  as  you  say,  with  the  joiner- work  and  spars  ready  for  the 
block-maker. 

Q.  8och  a  ship  as  you  would  build  for  $70  a  ton,  when  the  masts  were  put  in  and  she  was 
ngjnd,  would  be  all  ready  for  the  stores  to  go  on  board,  and  ready  for  sea  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  cabin  and  state-rooms  painted  and  varnished  f  ~A.  Yes.  sir ;  three  coats  of  paint 
all  throQgfa. 
Q<  Toe  boats  on  board  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  painted. 
Q.  The  bowsprit  and  bowsprit-cap  in  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.      • 

Q  A  house  for  the  crew  on  deck  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.    The  bowsprit  would  be  put  in  its  place. 
Q*  All  dead-eyes,  eye-bolts,  ring-bolts,  and  all  chocks,  and  sheaves  in  the  chocks  7— A. 
TM,sir. 

Q.  Hawse-pipes  and  ventilators,  and  everything  about  the  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  So  that  there  would  be  nothing  to  do  but  just  to  put  the  spars  in  and  put  on  the  rig- 
pog  «nd  sails  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Then  everything  is  there  to  receive  tbe  masts,  and  when  the  masts  are  put  in,  every- 
uiAgis  there  to  receive  the  rigging  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  tell  me,  what  is  the  reason  it  cannot  be  done  to  a  man-of-war  in  the  same  way  7 
^A  Well,  I  don't  think  there  is  any  comparison. 

Q*  Tell  me  one  particular  in  which  tbe  same  thing  could  not  be  done  with  a  manof-war  f 
—A  Well,  you  take  the  specifications  of  a  man-of-war— 

Q*  Tell  me  onid  particular  thing — I  don't  want  to  go  into  generalities— that  you  could  not 
do  on  a  man-of-war  to  complete  tne  hull  and  leave  it  ready  for  the  riggers  to  go  on  board 
and  do  their  work. — A.  Why  you  could  not  put  in  your  eve-bolts,  for  one  thing,  until  your 
^Kgsr  marks  for  them.  A  navy-ship  is  not  like  an  outsiae  ship.  Mr.  Easby  won't  mark 
«>r  the  eye-bolts  on  board  of  this  ship  nor  for  the  gun-tackle. 

Q.  Are  not  all  the  eye-bolts  in  eacn  of  those  ships  ? — A.  Not  all  yet. 

Q.  What  particular  eye-bolt  is  it  7 — A.  I  can  t  tell  you.    A  good  many  eye  bolts. 
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Q.  Tell  me  one. — A.  I  can't  tell  you  now ;  but  I  know  there  are  a  good  many. 

Q.  Tell  me  one  particular  bolt  that  is  not  there,  which  would  prevent  the  riggers  from 
going  to  work  ? — A.  The  riggers  can  go  to  work  to-daj. 

Q.  The  riggers  can  get  the  rigging  up,  because  the  bolts  are  there  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  cannot  say,  then,  that  you  cannot  go  to  work  and  finish  the  hull  of  that  ship  be- 
cause the  riggers  do  not  do  their  work  f-'—A.  There  are  so  many  things  that  come  in  their 
line  that  come  in  with  ours. 

Q.  You  have  done  your  work  when  you  complete  the  hull  f  The  riggers  cannot  go  to 
work  until  tou  complete  the  hull  ? — A.  I  finish  that  ship  for  sea,  you  know. 

Q.  You  nnish  the  hull  of  that  ship.  You  have  said,  heretofore,  that  when  you  rot  the 
eye-bolts  all  in,  and  all  this  work  done,  the  hull  was  ready  to  receive  the  stores  ana  go  to 
sea,  so  far  as  the  hull  is  concerned.  I  want  you  to  remember  that  you  have  said  that.— 
A.  I  am  talking  about  an  outside  ship.    You  are  talking  now  about  a  man-of-war.    Yon 

S)  up  aloft  on  the  tops,  if  you  please.  There  is  an  iron  railing  to  be  put  around  there ; 
at  IS  bv  direction  of  the  boatswain  or  second  boatswain,  or  the  sailing-master.  He  says, 
**  I  will  have  the  iron  railing  put  here.**  Then  the  iron  stanchions  have  got  to  be  galvan- 
ized.    We  can't  tell  where  to  put  these  things,  and  other  things. 

Q.  Were  not  those  tops  fitted  out  before  they  were  left  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  those  things  are 
not  in. 

Q.  The  boles  are  bored,  are  they  not  ? — A.  Some  are  and  some  are  not.    The  Adams  is 
pretty  much  bored ;  the  Essex  is  not.    They  are  different  ships,  and  the  tops  are  different. 
Q.  You  had  plans  made  before  the  men  were  sent  aloft  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Mr.  Burleigh  asked  you  the  difference  between  a  merchant-ship  and  a  ship  of  war, 
but  did  not  allow  you  to  tell  the  difference.  What  is  it  f — A.  There  are  so  many  differences 
that  I  can't  tell  you.  It  would  take  until  morning.  My  furniture  is  completed  for  those 
ships.  I  offered  to  put  it  in  its  place  on  board  the  ships,  but  Mr.  Easby  says,  **  If  you  do 
you  have  got  to  take  the  responsibility.  This 'ship  may  not  be  finished  for  six  months, 
and  if  you  put  it  in  I  will  not  receive  it." 

Q.  Mr.  Burleigh  asked  you  something  about  a  merchant-ship,  and  you  said  you  would 
build  the  hull  and  spars  and  do  evervtbmg  belonging  to  them  for  $70  a  ton,  and  you  say 
there  is  a  difference  between  that  and  a  ship  of  war  in  that  particular  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  build  a  merchant-ship  you  have  your  plans  tor  the  rigging,  haven't  you  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  is  part  of  your  job  to  furnish  all  your  material,  and  you  know  exactly  what 
your  job  is  to  be  t— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  your  job  is  to  be  on  these  ships  in  connection  with  the  rigging  T — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if  you  say  you  cannot  put  into  that  bull  the  necessary  iron- 
work to  receive  that  rigging  until  you  know  what  it  is  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  you  cannot  put  it  in 
by  the  plans.    You  cannot  put  in  the  dead-eyes. 

Q.  Have  you  plans  for  everything  you  are  to  do  to  those  ships  ? — A.  I  think,  as  far  as 
I  have  gone,  I  have  had  plans. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  are  under  contract  to  do,  have  you  got  plans  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  them 
from  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Have  you  got  them  independently  of  him  ?— A.  No,  sir;  not  independently  of  him. 

Q.  Can  you  go  on  without  him  and  nnish  your  work  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  only  reason  why  vou  cannot  finish  those  ships  is  because  you  have  n6t  re- 
ceived definite  plans  which  he  has  adopted  7  Is  that  it  ? — A.  That  is  it.  He  is  not  pre- 
pared to  let  me  nnish  the  ship. 

Q.  Why  not  finish  it  for  yourself  under  the  contract  f — A.  I  will  tell  you  one  instance : 
The  gearing  for  the  steering-wheel  and  the  iron  blocks  that  go  under  the  deck.  It  is  a  very 
complicated  anangement.    The  Government  furnishes  them,  and  they  have  got  none  made. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  they  are  to  go  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  furnish  the  blocks. 
They  furnish  material. 

Q.  8o  that  there  are  things  which  the  Government  is  bound  to  furnish  you  which  you 
have  not  got  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  furnish  their  own  blocks. 

Q.  Have  you  a  contract  to  make  the  boats  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  have  made  them. 

Q.  What  are  they  7 — A.  There  are  seven  boats ;  a  steam-launch,  working-launch,  two 
quarter-boats,  whale-boat,  gig,  and  dingy. 

Q.  Have  you  made  them  all  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  the  steam-launch  f^A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  Adataos,  not  for  the  Essex. 

Q.  In  making  a  contract  for  building  the  hull  of  a  merchant-ship,  T^hat  do  you  say  is 
reckoned  in  the  null? — A.  If  I  build  the  hull,  I  build  her  with  a  set  of  dead-eyes,  put  the 
bowsprit  in,  and  paint  her. 

Q.  What  else  T — A.   Finish  her  inside  and  out,  ready  for  her  spars  and  rigging. 

Q.  How  is  it  as  to  boats  7 — A.  I  do  not  build  any  boats,  except  when  I  make  an  agree- 
ment to  do  it. 
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Q.  Ifyoa  were  building  the  hall  and  spars  of  a  merchant-ship,  would  you  not  furnish 
boats  ?- A.  No,  sir ;  unless  they  named  ooats. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  you  can  build  a  thousand-ton  merchant-ship  for,  to  be  classed 
eleren  jears  A  1  at  Llojda*,  and  have  her  all  ready  to  g^  to  sea? — A.  I  will  build  you  a 
thcQjand-ton  ship  to-day,  to  class  A  1  at  Lloyds*,  and  g^ve  you  one  sailing^  suit,  (I  will  give 
yoa  nothing  extra,)  give  you  her  boats  and  caboose,  for  eighty  dollars  a  ton. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  The  ship  to  carry  heavy  cargoes,  at  the  lowest  rates  of  insurance,  to  any  port  of  the 
irorld  ?— A.  Yes,  'sir. 

Q.  Wouldn't  you  do  it  for  sixty  dollars  a  ton? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  done  by  other  ship-builders  as  low  as  that  ?— A.  I  think  it  is  done  at  Bath, 
^rbere  they  get  rents  cheaper,  labor  cheaper,  and  everything  else ;  very  good  ships,  too. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  mach  more  do  you  think  the  hull  of  a  frigate  of  the  same  size,  built  afler  the 
nunoer  of  Government  vessels  of  the  present  day,  with  a  live-oak  frame,  &c.,  would  cost 
Uun  the  bull  of  a  merchant-ship  f — A.  Over  double. 

Q.  Provided  you  had  both  ot  them  in  your  own  hands  to  build,  without  interference  on 
tbepirt  of  the  Government,  you  say  one  would  cost  double  what  the  other  would  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  when  yon  take  the  Government  specifications  to  build  them  by,  the  manner  of  copper- 
iojr  tbem,  and  all  that. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  why? — A.  For  instance,  we  locust-treenail  our  ships,  and  the  Gov- 
enment  drive  in  copper  bolts  and  drive  them  in  thicker  than  we  do  the  locust  treenails.  I 
would  as  soon  have  a  locust  treenail  as  copper-bolt. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Would  not  a  merchant-ship  have  more  carrying-capacity  than  a  Government  vessel  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir :  but  there  are  very  fall  ships. 

(i-  8be  would  have  more  inside  and  outside  surface  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Conseqaently ,  would  take  a  gpreater  surface  of  timber  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  difference  is  there  in  the  weight  of  the  timber  in  a  man-of-war  and  in  a 
pKrchant-ship  ? — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  much  difference  in  the  scantlings,  as  we  put  them 
ioto  our  best  ships.    The  walls  of  a  man-of-war  are  thicker,  and  the  garboards. 

Q.  Would  not  about  the  same  amount  of  copper  sheathing  have  to  be  used  for  coppering 
ooeressel  as  the  other? — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  the  same  quantity. 

Q.  Don't  you  use  a  great  deal  of  hard  pine  in  a  man-of-war  ? — A.  We  do  the  ceiling  of  a 
nin-of-war  with  hard  pine ;  outside,  we  use  oak. 

Q.  l»  not  the  celling  nearly  as  much  as  the  outside  planking  7 — A.  I  should  think  it  was 
Aboot  the  same. 

Q.  Then  one-half  of  the  planking  of  a  merchant-ship  costs  as  much  as  the  planking  of  a 
osn-of-war  T — A.  I  should  think  it  did,  about  as  much. 

Q.  Is  the  end-beam  of  a  man-of-war  white-oak  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  beams  of  a  merchant-ship  of  different  timber,  or  are  they  the  same?— A.  They 
«e  molded  larger  in  a  man-of-war,  but  they  are  the  same  kind  of  material. 

Q.  Low  down  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  decks  the  same  kind  of  material  in  a  man-of-war  as  in  a  merchant-ship  f — A. 
Tes,  sir ;  much  thicker,  that  is  all ;  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  thicker. 

Q.  Is  the  cabin  of  a  man-of-war  furnished  any  better  than  merchant-ships  ? — A.  No  better 
thaA  some  of  our  merchant-ships. 

Q.  Would  vou  not  build  a  more  elaborate  cabin  for  the  ship  you  had  in  your  eye  when  you 
said  you  would  build  it  for  $80  a  ton  than  you  would  for  a  man-of-war  ?— A.  The  style  would 
be  about  the  same.  There  would  be  more  gilding,  and  more  hard  wood. 

Q.  Have  you  not  finished  some  of  the  ships  you  have  built  as  smoothly  and  nicely  as  you 
have  finished  these  Government  vessels  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 


Boston,  Manh  23,  1876. 
B.  H.  Sampson  sworn  and  examined.  • 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Queition.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  navy-jard? — Answer.  Foreman  of  ship- 
wrights. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  been  here  in  that  capacity  T — A.  I  came  here  in  July,  1869. 

Q'  Do  you  know  or  any  timber  being  received  in  this  yard  and  measured  and  pronounced 
to  be  ereater  in  quantity  than  the  real  Quantity  that  was  bought  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  D©  you  know  anything  of  Simon  McKay's  employment  in  this  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  employed  him  f— A.  He  was  put  on,  I  think,  by  order  of  the  Department  at 
Waghiogton. 
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Q.  Whal  is  his  pay  now  ? — A.  Two  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents  a  day. 

Q.  What  was  bis  pay  when  he  was  first  put  here  ? — ^A.  He  served  as  first-class  ship- 
wright at  $3.26  a  day. 

Q.  What  was  his  pay  when  he  was  molding  the  frame  of  the  Adams  ? — A.  I  am  unable 
to  say  whether  he  was  qnarterman  then  or  not.  It  was  $3.76  if  he  was  quiurtennan.  I  can 
tell  whether  he  was  or  not  by  referring  to  the  books  kept  at  that  time.    I  am  not  certain. 

O.  What  relationship  exists  between  him  and  Donald  McKay  ?— A.  They  are  brothers,  I 
understand. 

Q.  Did  yon  sign  the  bills  for  the  live-oak  that  went  into  that  ship  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  ? — A.  I  conld  not  tell  yoiu 

Q.  How  many  feet  of  live-oak  would  be  required  to  put  into  that  ship  to  make  the  frame 
of  it  (the  Adams)  and  do  what  was  necessary  ?— A.  Judging  from  the  amount  that  it  took 
for  theVandalia,  I  should  say  that  it  would  take  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  twenty-one 
or  twenty-two  thousand  feet. 

Q.  How  many  feet  of  nine  to  do  the  work  that  was  to  be  done  on  the  Adams  t  How  much 
pine  lumber  would  it  taxe  to  be  put  in  that  vessel  where  the  pine  is  to  be  used  t— A.  I  Km 
sure  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  because  it  has  not  been  a  part  of  my  busi- 
ness to  keep  an  account  of  the  lumber  used  on  that  vessel. 

By  Mr.  Bcrlrigh  : 

Q.  Will  vou  state,  in  your  opinion,  how  much  white-pine  lumber  was  required  to  do  the 
finishing  of  the  Adams,  the  cabin-work,  bulk-heads,  hammock-lining,  and  all  that  kind  of 
work,  if  you  can  tell,  within  two  or  three  thousand  feet  ? — A.  I  should  say  between  38,000 
and  40,000  feet  of  white  pine.  I  tell  you  in  the  first  place  that  I  am  not  posted,  because  it 
has  not  been  part  of  my  business. 

Q.  Why  don't  you  say  that  you  don't  know,  if  you  don't  know  ? — A.  I  say  I  don't  know, 
positively.    It  is  merely  my  opinion. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  that,  besides  mahogany  and  black  walnut  ? — A.  Well,  there  is  very  little 
of  those  in  the  ship,  except  for  the  fiuniture. 

Q.  What  is  the  workmanship  of  the  outside  on  the  Adams  ? — A.  It  is  good. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  how  much  pine  it  would  take  to  do  the  pine-work  on  the  Adams  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  that  has  not  been  part  of  my  business ;  but,  as  I  have  stated,  in  my  opinion,  it 
would  require  from  3S,000  to  40,000  superficial  feet. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  any  tools  to  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  whose  order? — A.  By  order  of  the  constructor. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  them  T— A.  They  were  taken  to  East  Boston. 

Q.  How  many  tools  did  you  deliver  T — A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  His  receipt  wil!  show,  the 
receipt-book  in  ^be  constructor's  office,  and  they  were  all  put  upon  that  book. 

Q.  Have  they  been  returned  ? — A.  I  think  not,  all  of  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  those  that  have  not  been  returned ;  can  you  state?— A.  No,  sir ; 
because  I  don't  know  what  portion  of  them  now  remain  at  East  Boston. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  by  your  books  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whose  books  would  show  T — A.  Those  of  the  construction-store  clerk. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  there  was  more  timber  furnished  Mr.  McKay  than  was 
in  your  judgment  necessary  to  do  the  work  on  the  Adams? — A.  I  don't  know  that  there  was. 

Q.  Dia  MT,  McKay  furnish  a  eood  deal  of  timber  that  went  into  the  Adams  himself,  out- 
side of  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  be  furnished  most  of  the  planking^. 

Q.  You  did  not  furnish  him  any  planking  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  oon't  know  but  there  might 
have  been  some. 

Q.  You  did  not  furnish  him  a  great  deal  of  plank,  then  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  him  much  pine? — A.  I  don't  think  we  furnished  him  any  yellow-pine. 
We  fumisDed  white-pine  for  the  joiner- work. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  suppose  ? — A.  I  say  I  don't  know,  positively,  how  much. 

Q.  It  is  not  your  part  of  the  business  to  keep  the  record  of  that  f — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  the 
joiner- work.    That  has  been  delivered  bv  the  inspector  of  timber. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  vou  right  here  if  you  nave  any  information  that  any  more  was  furnished 
him  than  he  was  cnarffedwith ;  any  more  lumber  of  any  kind — white-pine  or  any  other  f — 
A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  any  belief  about  it  from  any  information  that  you  have  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
don't  know  of  anything. 

Q.  Who  furnished  the  timber  ;  who  actually  measured  and  delivered  to  Mr.  McKay  the 
timber  that  went  into  that  vessel  ?— A.  Well,  the  timber  when  it  comes  into  the  yard  is  in- 
spected and  surveyed  by  the  inspector  of  timber,  and  a  register-mark  is  put  upon  the  end  of 
every  stick,  and  that  corresponding  register-mark  is  on  his  book,  showing  the  number  of 
feet  there  are  in  that  piece  of  timber,  and  when  we  want  a  stick  of  timber  to  use,  we  get  this 
register-mark,  and  the  inspector  of  timber  will  take  that  and  charge  it  to  whatever  object  it 
is  used  for,  and  return  it  to  the  constructor. 

Q.  Well,  now,  after  that  explanation,  do  you  know  who  furnished  that  timber ;  who  went 
and  got  it  and  delivered  it,  any  of  it,  or  all  of  it  ? — A.  Mr.  McKay's  brother  and  William 
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B.  Spift^e  were  the  two  men  who  selected  the  timber  and  molded  the  frame  for  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay. It  was  got  out  in  the  saw-mill^  and  the  inspector  of  timber  had  a  man  there  to  take 
every  stick  on  his  book  as  fast  as  they  selected  a  stick. 

Q.  Who  was  he  t— A.  Charles  H.  Spragne. 

Q.  Is  be  here  now  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  Mr.  Spragne  who  took  the  timber  and  delivered  it  to  the  mill  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
it  was  done  through  him.    He  had  an  assistant,  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  B»  Simonds. 

Q.  Where  is  he  7 — A.  I  don't  know  where  he  is. 

Q.  He  delivered  it  on  the  wharf,  where  it  was  put  on  a  vessel  and  floated  over  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay's yard,  while  he  was  building  the  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  while  the  live-oak  timber  was 
got  out  Mr.  McKay's  brother  and  William  B.  Spraeue  were  the  two  men  who  selected  the 
timber  for  the  frame,  and  the  inspector  of  timber  would  take  the  registry-mark  and  charge  it 
to  the  ship.  All  I  had  to  do  was  to  see  that  the  timber  was  got  out  and  delivered  outside  of 
the  mill. 

Q.  How  about  (he  white-oak  plank  and  pine  plank ;  that  didn't  haVe  to  go  to  the  mill, 
did  it  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  only  white-pine  plank.  There  was  no  yellow-pine  plank  deliv- 
ered him,  I  think.  Mr.  Sprague,  the  inspector  of  timber,  measured  that  when  it  came  in 
the  yard.  He  delivered  it  to  Mr.  McKav,  and  on  every  board  and  plank  is  marked  the  con- 
tents.   The  white-pine  is  marked  with  the  actual  number  of  feet  in  each  board  or  plank. 

Q.  Now,  who  measured  the  white-pine  plank  ? — A.  Mr.  Spritgue. 

Q.  He  reported  it  to  the  constructor  to  put  on  his  books  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  amount  of  pine  lumber  they  furnished  to  Mr.  McKay  was  measured  by  Mr. 
8prague ;  that  measure  was  reported  to  the  constructor.  Mr.  Easby,  and  put  on  his  books  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  timber  has  been  received  in  the  yard  and  measured 
It  a  greater  amount  than  was  actually  received,  and  pronounced  to  be  a  greater  amount? — 
A.  I  don't  know  of  any  such  case. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  By  whom  and  what  influence  were  you  appointed  here  ?— A.  I  was  appointed  through 
the  influence  of  General  Banks,  I  suppose.  He  was  the  member  of  Congress  from  this 
district  at  that  time. 

Q.What  constructors  have  you  served  nnder? — A.I  have  served  under  Mr. S. M.  Pook, 
who  was  here  when  I  reported  for  duty,  Mr.  Isaiah  Hanscom,  Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  Simmons, 
William  L.  Hafascom,  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Pook,  and  the  present  constructor,  Mr.  Easby ;  also 
Mr.Feraald. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  contract-ship  Adams,  built  by  Donald  McKay  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  work  did  the  Government  perform  for  Donald  McKay  ?~- A.  They 
fot  <mt  the  frame. 

Q.  Did  jou  understand  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  do  such  work  on  the  con- 
tract?—A.  I  did  not  at  the  time  ;  not  until  I  had  orders  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  von  know  anything  about  the  nature  of  the  contract  between  the  Government 
•ad  Mr.  McKay  Y — ^A.  iVo,  sir ;  I  never  saw  it.   It  was  only  from  what  I  have  heard. 

Q-  Yon  say  you  did  not  think  at  the  time  that  it  was  the  Government's  duty  7 — A.  No, 
Bi;  Dot  at  the  time.  I  supposed  they  would  furnish  him  with  the  timber  ;  i.e.,  judging 
from  the  estimates  made  for  building  the  ships  at  that  time.  I  supposed  the  Government 
would  furnish  him  the  live-oi^. 

Q- Therefore  it  was  a  surprise  to  you,  was  it,  that  you  had  to  get  it  out  ? — A.  Yes,  ur. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  tools  returned  ? — A.  Well,  they  were  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  could  be  expected  after  having  been  through  that  service. 
Q.  Was  the  Adams  in  the  dry-dock  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  damage  would  building  a  ship  do  to  the  tools,  ordinarily  ?— A.  Not  a  gre^t  deal, 
eicept  to  the  falls  and  blocks.  These  would  deteriorate  materally  by  being  used  six  months 
or  A  7Mr  in  a  ship-yard. 

By  Mr.  JoHES : 
Q>  At  whose  expense  wna  the  Adams  put  in  the  dry-dock  ? — A.  At  the  Government's 

At  how  much  expense  should  you  judge,  as  an  estimate  ? — A.  I  have  it,  and  can  tell 
JOU  within  a  dollar  or  two. 

Q.  Have  you  the  time  charged  of  all  the  'men  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  Please  give  that  to  the  committee.  Was  the  contractor  furnished  with  more  material 
tkan  was  required  to  build  the  ship,  according  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  ? — A.  No, 
nr,  net  that  I  know  of. 
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Q.  Not  the  whole,  but  anj  particular  class  of  lamberf — A.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing 
that  he  was. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  such  reports  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  all  kinds  of  reports. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  one  that  has  said  that  to  you  ?  If  so,  state  his  name. 
A.  I  don*t  recollect  now  any  one  that  would  be  more  liable  to  know  anything  about  it  than 
I  would  myself.    I  have  heard  such  flying  reports. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  labor  or  materials  that  were  charged  to  the  ship  Yandalia  tha^ 
were  used  for  other  purposes — not  used  on  that  vessel  T — A.  I  can't  call  any  to  mind  now,  but 
I  think  very  likely  there  has  been. 

Q.  Why  should  any  be  charged  to  her  at  all  that  was  not  used  qu  her  ? — A.  Well,  some- 
times, when  we  are  in  a  hurry,  if  we  find  a  piece  of  work  made  for  one  ship  that  is  not 
wanted  immediatelv  for  that  vessel,  which  can  be  used  on  the  vessel  which  is  in  a  hurry, 
we  use  it  on  that ;  but  we  intend  to  give  the  credit  to  the  ship  for  which  it  was  prepared  when 
such  transfer  is  made. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  large  amount  ot  timber  bent  by  the  bending-machine  for  the 
vessels,  that  was  not  fit  for  use  T — A.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  timber  broken  up  there 
by  that  machine  and  destroyed. 

Q.  More  destroyed  than  was  used  f — A.  Well,  I  should  no  twant  to  say  that.  In  one  de- 
partment, in  the  knee  department,  I  think  that  would  be  true,  as  far  as  the  knees  are  con- 
cerned.   But  in  the  timbers  I  don't  think  that  holds  good. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  used  any  of  the  timbers  bent  by  that  machine  in  constructing  a  ship 
built  in  this  yard  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  torpedo-boat.  All  her  backing  under  the  armor-plat- 
ing was  bent  by  that  machine. 

Q.  How  much  work  was  saved  by  using  such  kind  of  timber  other  than  would  have  been 
saved  if  you  had  used  naturally-bent  timber,  taking  into  consideration  the  amount  damaged  ? 
— A.  The  torpedo-boat  had  yellow  pine  backing,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  you  find  a 
sweeping  stick  of  yellow  pine.  It  is  almost  always  straight  timber,  and  in  order  to  get  it  out 
there  would  necessarily  be  great  waste,  and  it  would  uecessarilv  be  shorter  pieces. 

Q.  How  much  was  saved  by  using  the  bending-machine  ;  how  much  labor  was  saved, 
and  how  much  benefit  on  that  vessel  was  it,  in  your  estimation  ? — A.  That  would  be  a  difB- 
cult  matter  for  me  to  tell. 

Q.  You  did  not  keep  any  account  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can't  you,  by  a  full  description  of  the  amount  of  work  which  you  did,  g^ve  us  Uie 
means  of  judging  ? — A.  The  backing  is  about  5  feet  in  depth,  I  think,  and  it  went  the  entire 
length  of  the  ship,  and  was  about  9  or  10  inches  in  thickness,  and  it  was  bent  to  conform  to 
the  shape  of  the  ship's  sides. 

Q.  Well,  in  bending  that  for  that  purpose,  was  the  gprain  of  the  wood  on  the  inside  of  the 
bend  compressed  and  the  outside  strained  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  because  the  bend  was  so  slight 
that  it  would  not  require  that.    The  ship  was  very  sharp. 

Q.  Could  you  not  have  bent  that  timber  by  heating  it,  with  the  methods  that  you  had  pre- 
viously used  on  the  yard,  before  yon  had  the  machine  T — ^A.  I  don't  think  we  could  have 
kept  it  in  shape. 

Q.  What  is  there  about  this  machine  that  keeps  the  wood  in  shape  after  it  is  bent  ? — A. 
It  is  held  in  form  by  portable  holders,  secured  to  the  floor  of  the  mill,  until  it  gets  thoroughly 
set,  so  that  it  will  retain  its  form. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  the  plank  and  steaming  it  and  making  the 
same  bends,  fully  as  abrupt,  without  any  of  these  machines  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  of  the  same  thickness  as  the  timber  you  bent  for  that  purpose  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  bend  any  planking  by  this  machine  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  use  it  now  for  bending  timber  7 — ^A.  Only  for  bending  the  frame  of  the  Mian- 
tonomoh,  now  buildine  at  Chester,  Pa.  In  building  the  Vandaha,  the  rails,  waterways, 
and  chocks,  and  a  gooa  many  other  pieces  were  bent  by  that  machine. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  Yandalia  was  bent  by  this  machine  f — A.  I  cannot  say  what 
proportion. 

Q.  You  never  bent  the  frame  of  any  ship  ? — A.  The  live-oak  frame  is  hewn  or  sawed  out 
by  the  molds  and  bevelings. 

Q.  Did  you  bend  the  knees  of  the  Yandalia  in  this  machine? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them. 

Q.  Was  the  work  done  by  that  machine  for  the  Yandalia  satisfactory  and  good  work  7— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  waste  timber  by  breaking  and  otherwise? — A.  Not  on  that  ship. 
7  Q.  Do  you  estimate  this  machine  of  an^  practical  value  in  a  navy-yard,  considering  the 
expense  of  it  ?  Do  you  consider  the  machine  of  practical  value  to  the  Government  in  case 
the  yard  was  being  used  fully  for  building  ships  7 — A.  I  think  if  we  were  carrying  on  work 
at  the  rate  we  were  during  the  rebellion,  toat  tnat  machine  could  be  worked  in  to  very  good 
advantage,  when  we  had  naif  a  dozen  ships  going  on  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Would  you  consider  it  of  much  value  at  a  time  of  peace  like  this  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not 
at  the  present  time. 
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Q.  Would  70a  use  it  at  the  present  time  if  jou  bad  a  single  ship  to  construct  in  the  yard, 
and  were  building  her  of  a  frame  of  live-oak  ? — A.  Well,  it  mi^rht  be  used  ;  but  I  don*t  know 
that  there  would  be  any  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it.  If  we  bad  to  go  to  work 
and  i^t  engineers  and  men  to  run  tbe  machine,  just  to  bend  a  few  pieces,  it  would  not  pay. 
Q.  So  that  unless  you  have  full  work,  you  would  not  think  it  so  profitable  to  use  it  ? — A. 
No,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  Can  you  beno  seasoned  timber  with  it  as  well  as  you  can  green  ? — A.  Yos,  sir  ;  better. 
Q.  Has  not  tbe  timber  got  to  be  cleaned  before  you  put  it  into  the  machine  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  green  timber  would  burst  all  to  pieces.   Tho  water  must  be  all  vaporized  and  got  out 
of  it.    If  it  is  not,  it  acts  as  a  hydraulic  pressure  and  will  burst  tbe  timber. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  were  in  a  hurry  and  a  dry  timber  was  not  to  be  had,  this  would  not  answer 
the  purpose  T — A.  Well,  you  would  have  to  steam  the  timber  a  good  while  in  order  to  get 
the  water  out  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  proper  to  use  green  timber  at  any  time  in  ship-building? — A.  No, 
sir.  Outside,  when  we  bulla  merchant-ships,  we  don't  stand  about  seasoned  timber  for  the 
white-oak  frame,  because  generally  the  time  between  the  commencement  of  the  ship  and  the 
finishing  of  her  would  be  enough  to  season  it. 

Q.  Would  you  recommend  the  Government  to  buy  a  bending-machine,  provided  they  had 
none,  to  do  its  work  in  this  yard  ? — A.  Not  at  the  present  time  ;  I  would  not. 

Q.  Would  you  at  any  time,  knowing  what  it  will  break,  and  the  cost  of  establishing  it  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;   I  don't  think  I  would  recommend  it.  . 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  one  say  that  it  was  a  failure,  before  it  was  bought  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  was  it  considered  so  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  cannot  tell  directly.  I  may  have  heard  re- 
ports to  that  effecL 

Q.  Was  that  a  common  report  7 — A.  Well,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  answer  that  question;  I 
would  Ray  that  I  have  heard  that  statement  made. 

Q.  What  was  your  individual  opinion  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  had  no  opinion,  because  I 
bad  not  seen  the  machine  or  any  of  its  work. 

Q.  When  it  was  first  introduced  here  and  w^hen  you  did  know  what  it  was,  were  you 
favorably  or  unfavorably  impressed  with  it? — A.  Well,  not  very  favorably  impressed  with  it. 
Q.  You  never  would  have  bought  it  of  your  own  motion  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  the  Government  deliver  to  Mr.  McKay  any  of  the  material  for  building  this  ship — 
I  nifftn  move  any  of  it  ? — A.  If  you  mean  deliver  it  outside  of  the  yard  by  Government  con- 
veyances to  Mr.  McKay's  yard,  I  answer  cot  that  I  know  of.   The  Government  teams,  I 
tkiok,  hauled  the  material  down  to  the  wharf  where  he  had  a  vessel,  and  loaded  it  at  his 
expense. 

Q.  How  does  the  work  on  tbe  Adams  compare  with  the  Government  work  ? — A.  Favor- 

ibly. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  as  good  as  Government  work? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  timber,  knees  and  lumber  delivered  at  this  yard  since  you  have 
Wn  on  duty  here  ? — A.  I  have  seen  some  of  it ;  it  is  not  my  business  to  inspect  it. 

Q.  You  being  here  as  foreman,  you  must  see  the  most  of  it. — A.  I  have  seen  considerable 
of  it. 

Q.  Are  tbe  knees  received  here  of  good  quality  and  in  accordance  with  the  Government 
rpgalations? — A.  Not  having  seen  the  requisitions  and  contracts,  I  don't  know  what  the 
Government  have  required  them  to  put  in. 

Q.  They  generally  require  first  quality  of  everything,  don't  they  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  knees  received  here  of  good  quality,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Government 
regulations  f  You  know  what  those  are. — A.  There  have  been  a  great  many  knees  put  in 
We  that  I  have  not  examined  in  any  way,  and  did  not  consider  it  part  of  my  business  at 
all  amil  I  came  to  vme  them  ;  therefore  I  don't  think   I  am  qualified  to  tell. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question  I  asked ;  are  the  knees  received  here  of  good  quality  and  in 
•ccordance  with  the  Government  regulations  ? — A.  If  I  didn't  inspect  them  I  couldn't  say. 
Tbere  are  hundreds  of  knees  in  the  yard  which  I  have  never  been  called  upon  to  examine  iu 
^''y  way,  that  remain  here  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  quality  they  are  ? — A.  Some  of  them  are  first  qnal    i  and  thea 
•re  some  that  are  not ;  whether  they  have  been  accepted  or  not,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  many  should  you  think  there  were  of  first-class  quality,  such  as  the  Government 
would  require,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  say  ;  I  should  not  want 
to  fix  the  number. 

Q.  How  many  should  yon  think  f — A.  I  don't  kuow  that  there  are  any,  that  have  been 
received  by  the  inspector. 

Q.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  live-oak  received  at  this  yard]? — A.  It  is  of  good  quality. 

Q.  Is  it  suitable  for  ship  purposes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  ships  of  a  thousand  tons  each  could  be  built  from  the  amount  of  live-oak 
now  on  hand  in  this  yard  7 — A.  To  get  the  entire  frames,  it  would  be  perhaps  three  ships 
of  a  thoosand  tons  each. 

Q  Conld  you  get  all  the  difficult  pieces  for  three  ships  out  of  the  live-oak  now  in  this 
jard?— A.  I  think  we  could.  I  wish  to  state  here  why  I  say  so;  that  which  is  piled  up 
ID  the  bnildings  has  been  culled  over  and  over  again  and  the  select  pieces  have  been  used  ; 
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8ome  wcDt  to  Portsmouth,  and  Mr.  McKay's  ships  were  jfot  out  of  it,  and  some  portions  of 
the  frnmes  of  the  Enterprise  and  the  Essex  >vere  taken  from  this  timber.  Therefore  it  has 
been  pretty  well  culled  over. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  that  you  made  that  selection  for  these  ships  before  this  live-oak  was 
received  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  referring  now  to  the  live-oak  piled  up  in  the  shed. 

Q.  Is  there  any  of  this  live-oak  piled  up  in  the  shed  ;  has  there  been  anythinjii^  taken  from 
it  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  of  that  delivered  last  summer  there  has  not  been  any  taken  out,  not  to  any 
amount  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Is  tnere  a  fair  proportion  of  difficult  pieces,  such  as  would  be  required  to  build  a  ship 
of  a  thousand  tons,  among  that  timber,  enough  and  suitable  to  build  three  ships  of  a  thou* 
Hand  tonsY — A.  When  I  speak  of  that,  I  include  all  the  live-oak  timber  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Is  there  among  the  timber  delivered  by  Mr.  Swift,  outside  of  the  lot  on  hand  when  yoa 
culled  the  timber  for  the  Enterprise  and  other  vessels,  enough  of  difficult  pieces  to  make 
three  ships  ? — A.  I  should  say  not,  although  I  have  not  made  special  examination  of  the 
timber. 

Q.  Then  you  would  not  consider  it  timber  of  the  first  quality,  would  you? — A.  It  might 
be  timber  ot  the  first  quality,  but  it  would  not  be  suitable  for  this  work. 

Q.  How  many  ships  do  you  estimate  that  the  timber  furnished  by  Mr.  Swifl  would  build, 
provided  it  was  suitable  and  well  selected  f — A.  I  cannot  give  you  the  cubic  feet  of  timber. 
It  would  build  6ix  or  eight  ships,  according  to  the  size. 

Q.  How  many  ships  can  you  get  out  of  that  lot  and  find  all  the  difficult  pieces  ? — A.  I  tell 
you  that  to  get  ail  the  pieces  we  could  not  get  more  than  three  ships  of  a  thousand  tons  each. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  last  lot  of  live* oak  timber  delivered  by  Mr.  Swift,  independent  of 
iril  the  timber  on  the  yard,  contained  a  fair  proportion  of  difficult  or  special  pieces  of  timber  ? 
— A  Well,  I  think  that  the  straight  timber  predominated  ;  that  there  is  more  of  that  in  pro- 
portion, in  my  opinion,  than  what  you  can  use  up  in  building  a  ship. 

Q.  You  think  there  is  not  enough  of  special  pieces  to  use  up  the  balance  of  the  timber  ? — 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  your  design  and  desire  in  purchasing  a  lot  of  ship-timber  to  get  difficult  and 
special  pieces  enough  to  use  up  the  rest  ? — A.  Well,  you  will  have  to  go  over  a  great  deal  of 
timber  to  get  that.  There  always  will  be,  in  all  cases,  a  quantity  of  timber  that  you  have  to 
purchase  that  you  are  unable  to  use  in  building  a  ship.  You  will  have  to  purchase  a  great 
deal  more  than  would  otherwise  be  needed  in  order  to  get  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the^e 
special  pieces. 

Q.  Do  you  have,  ordinarily,  to  make  special  or  difficult  pieces  in  order  to  use  up  your 
other  parts  on  hand  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  very  often. 

Q.  Is  there  any  rule  by  which  you  determine,  in  the  purchase  of  timber,  what  proportion 
shall  be  straight  and  what  shall  be  crooked  or  extra — speaking  now  of  Government  pur- 
chases of  live-oak  ? — A.  Well,  generally  a  contract  is  made  for  the  principal  pieces,  so  many 
feet,  so  much  curved  timber  and  so  much  of  promiscuous  timber,  and  divide  it  off. 

Q.  The  principal  portion  of  the  timber  would  make  the  difficult  pieces! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the 
special  pieces. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Swift  required  to  furnish  the  timber  in  that  way,  or  did  you  simply  take  it 
by  measure,  or  anything  that  was  brought  i — A.  It  was  taken  as  it  was  delivered,  the  tim- 
ber-inspector classifying  the  same. 

Q.  What  classifications  have  you  for  live-oak  timber;  is  it  straight,  curved,  and  Bp(H:ial 
pieces? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  the  principal  pieces  ? — A.  The  large  pieces  to  make  stems  and  sterns, 
posts,  &c. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  paid  for  staight  live-oak  ? — A.  About  a  dollar  and  foiiy  cents  a  foot, 
I  think. 

Q.  What  for  curved  ?— A.  $1.50  and  $1.75. 

Q.  What  for  special  pieces  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  think  $2  and  upwards.    I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  it  required  that  those  curved  pieces  shall  be  from  twelve  to  thirteen  inchest — A.  I 
believe  that  is  so  specified. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  any  of  the  lower  grade  of  timber  has  been  received  at  a  higher 
pnce-=-at  the  price  of  the  higher  grade  of  timber  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  want  to  find  out  whether,  in  the  delivery  of  live-oak,  the  party  delivering  it  is 
bound  to  furnish  the  different  grades,  or  whether  the  Government  will  take  either  grade 
without  reference  to  the  other! — A.  So  far  as  my  observation  goes,  all  timber  has  been 
received  by  the  Government  that  has  been  delivered  here, 

Q.  And  then  divided  into  the  proper  grades  by  the  Government  surveyors  and  inspec 
tors  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  ^that  is  their  business. 

Q.  Therefore  you  give  them  "straight  timber,"  according  to  the  inspector's  survey,  so 
much  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  ** curved  timber"  and  *' special  pieces,"  so  much  ?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  So  that,  if  a  man  should  deliver  upon  your  yard  10,U00  cubic  feet  of  timber,  you  would 
fake  it  if  it  was  all  straight,  giving  the  **all  straight"  price  ? — A.  Not  if  the  schedule  called 
for  so  many  pieces  of  straight,  such  a  portion  of  curved,  and  such  a  proportion  of  special. 
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.  Q.  Supposing  you  had  not  a  contract  specifying,  and  the  party  was  allowed  to  land  50,000 
cubic  feet  of  live-oak  timber,  and  then  the  Qovernment  saw  fit  to  purchase  it,  state  whether 
or  not  it  might  be  taken  for  **all  straight,*'  at  the  **  all  straight'*  price  f — A.'  I  should  say  so. 

Q.  So  that,  unless  the  party  had  a  contract  to  deliver  such  a  proportion  of  straight,  and 
sncb  a  proportion  of  curved,  and  such  a  proportion  of  special  pieces,  the  whole  would  be 
taken  at  its  proper  grade,  and  at  that  price  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  arrangement  they  had  with  Mr.  Swift  for  the  de- 
livery of  this  last  lot  of  timber  T — A.   No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  this  largo  amount  of  timber  that  was  delivered  ob  ilb#  yard  here 
WAH  Mr.  SwiIVs  timber  and  not  the  Government's,  when  he  had  permission  t»  delirvr  it  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  so  understood  it. 

Q.  Id  your  opinion,  as  foreman  shipwright,  did  you  consider  that  a  Mir  lot  of  straight 
timber,  of  carved  timber,  of  principal  pieces,  or  were  there  more  in  proportion  of  either  kind 
than  there  usually  is  delivered  here  by  contract?— A.  I  believe  I  have  uujwered  tkat 
qu^tion  already. 

Q.  I  don't  think  you  have  on  this  last  lot  of  timber  ? — A.  I  said  I  thought  the  straight 
predominated.  In  going  into  the  building  of  a  ship  and  using  up  timber  in  that  way.  the 
special  pieces  and  the  curved  timber  will  be  used  up,  and  there  will  be  a  quantity  of  straight 
timber  left.   The  straight  timber  .will  not  be  all  used. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that  of  the  timber  that  Mr.  Swift  had  permission  to  land 
OQ  this  yard,  there  was  more  straight  timber  in  proportion  than  there  should  have  been  if 
there  had  been  a  contract  by  the  Government  1 — A.  That  is  my  opinion,  sir.  * 

Q  Was  there  considerably  more  f — A.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know  ;  I  have  not  paid  particu- 
lar atteoiion  to  it. 

Q.  How  was  that  timber  in  regard  to  its  size,  in  comparison  with  other  timber  that  had 
been  contracted  for  by  the  Government,  and  delivered  under  contract?  I  mean  this  last  lot 
that  Mr.  Swift  had  an  order  to  land  on  the  yard  here«  that  was  brought  from  East  Boston 
and  other  places,  and  afterwards  received  by  the  Government ;  how  was  that  in* regard  to 
itasises^— A.  I  don't  think  it  would  vary  much,  from  what  I  have  seen  since  I  have  beeu 
here. 

Q.  U  the  live-oak  on  this  yard  now  properly  stored  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  VVhy  not  ?— A.  They  have  not  had  the  help  to  do  it. 

Q.  U  the  oak  timber  properly  stored  f— A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Would  it  not  have  been  bettor  in  the  water,  than  it  is  piled  up  in  the  yard  and  under 
t'-ose  temporary  buildings? — A.  That  piled  up  under  the  temporary  buildings  is  live-oak. 

Q  Theie  is  some  on  this  yard  that  lies  exposed  to  the  weather,  of  this  last  lot  that  waa 
received  f— A.  Yes,  ?ir. 

Q.  A  large  amount  ? — A.  Ye.«,  sir. 

(^.  How  much  should  you  think  of  this  last  lot  now  lies  upon  the  yard  exposed  to 
the  weather  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  that  all  that  has  been  delivered  by  Mr.  Swift  siace  last 
sammcr,  whatever  it  is,  is  now  out  of  doors. 

Q.  Is  it  exposed  to  the  weather? — A.  No, sir;  some  of  it  is  in  the  dock,  but  a  large  pro- 
ponioD  of  it  lies  on  the  ground  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  very  large  lot  of  white  oak,  yellow  pine,  and  live-oak  timber,  now  lying 
out  of  doors  ou  the  ground,  exposed  to  the  weather  on  tnis  vard  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  liow  long  live-oak  timber  will  last  under  water?— A.  It  will  last  until 
the  next  centennial,  T  guess,  if  not  used  before  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  ordered  it  piled  up  in  the  manner  that  it  is  now,  in  a  large  pile  ? — 
A  Mr.  Poiik. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  it  was  piled  up  there  instead  of  putting  it  in  the  wet 
baain  ?— A.  There  were  no  facilities  for  getting  it  into  the  dock.  Mr.  Pook  proposed  tho 
extension  of  the  present  railway  in  the  yard,  down  to  the  extreme  lower  end  of  the  yaid,  so 
that  the  timber  could  be  transported  on  the  cars  and  thrown  off. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  economy  in  the  Government  to  buy  and  keep  on  hand  large  quau- 
titiesof  timber  that  they  have  not  facilities  for  taking  care  off — A.  I  should  say  not. 

Q  h  that  the  case  to-dav  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  timber  about  the 
yard  that  is  not  properly  taken  care  of. 

Q>  Have  the  Government  facilities  to  take  care  of  this  immense  quantity  ? — A.  Certainly 
they  hnve.    1  don't  understand  what  you  meau  by  ** facilities." 

Q  Have  you  the  buildings  and  docks  to  put  this  timber  in,  so  that  it  can  be  preserved  ? — 
A  Ve:«,  (iir;  but  iiot  the  force  to  handle  it.  There  is  quite  a  large  basin  which  you  didn't 
Ke,  called  the  **  lower  basin,"  which  is  partially  tilled  with  old  spars,  that  have  been  there 
y  years.    The  basin  is  nearly  filled  with  that  kind  of  stuff. 

Q.  How  long  has  this  stat«  of  things  existed,  that  the  timber  has  lain  out^ido  on  thn 
ground  and  in  the  yard,  exposed  to  the  weather — timber  that  should  have  been  put  in  the 
docka— and  thus  been  deteriorating  all  the  time  ?  How  long  has  that  state  of  things  ex- 
ist*»d,  to  your  knowledge  f— A.  Well,  it  has  always  been  so,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

Q.  Fur  how  long?— A.  For  ten  years. 
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Q.  Who  lias  delivered  this  live-oak  ?— A.  Mr.  Swift. 

Q.  Who  delivered  the  knees  f — A.  That  I  couldnH  tell  yon. 

Q.  Who  delivers  the  white-pine  material,  do  you  know  ? — A.  I  think  that  has  been  delivered 
by  different  parties.  I  think  Mr.  Trickey  put  in  the  larger  part  of  it,  and  the  oak  timber  differ- 
ent parties.  Mr.  Trickey  put  in  some,  Mr.  McCuUough  some,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Duryee. 

Q.  Who  for  the  last  five  years  has  delivered  the  most  of  the  timber  to  this  yard,  outside 
of  the  live-oak  ?— A.  I  should  say  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Do  you  know '^f  any  articles  received  after  being  once  rejected  on  this  yard? — A.  I 
don't  recollect  of  any  articles  that  have  been  received  after  bfing  rejected. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  work  on  the  Essex? — A.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Q.  Where  did  she  come  from? — A.  From  Portsmouth  navy-yard. 

Q.  Who  is  doing  the  work  on  that  ship  now  1 — A.  Donald  McKay. 

Q.  Did  much  material  come  up  in  that  ship  when  she  came  from  Portsmouth  T — A.  Her 
cabin-work,  the  bulk*head,  and  quite  a  lot  of  iron-work,  the  castings  and  materials — a  sched- 
ule of  which  was  taken — and  some  furniture. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  that  material  that  came  up  in  her  ?~A.  It  has  been  used  on  the 
ship. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  done  any  work  on  her  since  she  arrived  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  itt — A.  She  was  docked,  and  her  stern-bearing  was  put  on,  and  her  engine- 
beds  were  changed  and  refitted,  poles  cut  for  valves,  &>c.,  -holding-oown  bolts  put  in,  &c., 
and  the  location  of  the  coal-scuttles  in  the  deck  changed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  it  cost  the  Government  for  labor  and  for  what  they  did  on 
the  Essex  after  she  got  here,  or  about  how  much  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  tell  you  now.  It  was 
several  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  How  many  thousand  dollars  should  you  think  ? — A.  Well,  I  can  tell  you  if  I  can  have 
time  to  think  the  matter  over.  This  was  before  the  work  that  I  just  spoke  of,  in  changing 
the  engine-beds,  &c.,  was  done,  before  the  ship  was  let  out  at  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  cost  several  thousand  dollars  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  should  you  think!  What  is  your  estimate? — A.  When  I  said  **  several 
thousand  dollars,''  I  meant  what  work  we  had  done  on  her  since  the  contract  and  before, 
because  we  have  done  quite  a  number  of  jobs  on  the  ship  since  the  contract,  on  account  of 
Alteration. 

Q.  How  much  did  these  alterations  amount  to  on  the  Essex  that  were  done  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ? — A.  A  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  Were  they  done  by  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  board  called  to  estimate  how  much  those  alterations  would  cost  7 — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  select  your  employes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  of  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  I  require  them. 

Q.  Are  the  names  given  to  you,  and  then  are  you  required  to  employ  them  ? — A.  In  some 
cases,  and  in  some  cases  they  are  not. 

Q.  Are  they  not  given  to  you  in  a  majority  of  cases  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you.  or  any  one  under  you  in  your  department,  collected  any  money  for  pres- 
ents since  you  have  been  in  this  yard  ? — A.  At  the  time  Mr.  Hanscom  was  detached  from 
this  yard  and  ordered  to  the  Brooklyn  yard,  a  movement  ^as  made  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployes to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  a  band  to  give  him  a  serenade,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  anything  was  left  after  paying  for  the  band  it  should  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  a  present  for  Mrs.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Did  you  collect  it,  or  did  any  one  under  you  collect  it,  or  did  you  order  it  done  ? — 
A.  It  was  collected  all  through  the  yard,  in  different  departments. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  any  one  under  you,  collected  any  money  for  presents  since  you  have 
been  at  this  yard  7 — A.  I  say  money  has  been  collected.  I  don't  know  as  I  have  collected 
any. 

Q.  You  have  ordered  it  to  be  done,  have  you  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  collecting  any  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  were  the  presents  given  T — A.  To  Mr.  Hauscom's  wife. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  they  collect? — A.  About  $H00,  I  think. 

Q.  Which  Hanscom  was  it  7 — A.  William  L.  Hanscom.  It  was  a  public  thing.  I  sup- 
pose everybody  knew  it.     They  had  a  reception  at  the  house  that  evening. 

Q.  What  was  the  present  7 — A.  It  was  a  shawl. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  gave  the  order  to  collect? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  order  given. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  started  the  thing,  or  put  it  up  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not ;  but  it 
was  a  general  movement  throughout  the  yard.  Every  department  in  the  yard  subscribed 
more  or  less  toward  it. 

Q.  Was  theie  ever  any  other  money  collected  for  presents? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Yuu  have  been  chief  of  the  shipwrights  for  some  years  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  foreman. 

(^.  In  your  experience,  who  determines  the  question  who  is  a  shipwright  competent  to 
be  employed  in  tne  yard  ? — A.  I  have  considered  that  my  duty,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  constructor.    I  recommend  certain  men  when  I  employ  them  as  shipwrights. 
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Q.  Have  yon  selected  men,  as  far  fts  jou  were  able,  who  wore  competent  as  shipwrights, 
withoQt  the  interference  of  other  people  f — A.  Not  in  all  cases. 

Q.  Won't  you  give  now,  in  your  own  way,  your  experience  upon  that  subject  of  em- 
ployinfT  thipwrig^bts.  I  want  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  you  have  had  the  free  and  iode- 
peodent  exercise  of  your  own  judj^ment  in  this  matter  of  employinj^  competent  men  as  ship- 
wrights, or  whether  you  have  been  interfered  with  by  politicians,  members  of  Conp^ress,  or 
wara  politicians  of  this  citj,  or  heads  of  Departments.  I  prefer  that  you  should  state  it  in 
your  own  way,  for  1  have  no  doubt  that  you  have  had  experience  that  we  would  consider 
valuable— A.  I  would  say  that  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  in  all  cases  to  select  such  men  as  I 
could  wish  to.  I  don't  know  that  I.  have  had  positive  orders  in  some  cases  to  hire  certain 
men.  They  have  been  ordered  on  by  tlie  Department  at  Washington,  and  by  the  con- 
stractor,  80  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  employ  the  men,  although  in  a  great  many  cases  I  did 
not  consider  that  they  were  really  the  best  workmen. 

Q.  Or  competent  workmen  ? — A.  In  some  cases. 

Q.  Have  you  been  ordered  to  receive  men  classed  at  a  certain  rate  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom  have  you  received  those  orders  f — A.  From  the  constructor. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  mean  at  Washington  ? — A.  I  received  them  through  the  constructor  here.  The 
orders  came  from  Washington  to  the  constructor  here  to  employ  such  and  such  men,  at  such 
and  such  rates. 

Q.  When  yon  have  got  in  that  way  incompetent  workmen,  what  have  you  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  about  it  1 — A.  I  have  done  the  best  I  could  with  the  men,  kept-  them  at 
work. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  them  for  discharge? — A.  Do  you  mean  on 
that  account  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  although  the  chief  ship-carpenter  in  this  yard,  you  have  not 
had  entire  control  of  the  employment  uf  your  men  under  you  ¥ — A.  Not  the  entire  control ; 
no,  sir. 

Q.  How  you  ever  felt  yourself  so  far  independent  in  your  place  that  you  could  discharge 
whom  you  pleased  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  certain  cases.  * 

Q.  Have  you  been  applied  to  to  take  on  particular  men  by  persons  not  connected  with 
the  yard  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  who,  and  in  what  instances  t— A.  Now  you  refer  to  whether  I  have  been  re- 
quested to  hire  certain  persons  by  parties  not  officially  connected  with  the  yard.  Well,  sir, 
you  mif^ht  say  that  almost  every  prominent  man.  including  Mr.  Harris  himself,  has  made 
such  requests  of  me;  and  Mr.  Simmons,  the  collector,  Mr.  Rice,  the  present  governor,  Mr. 
Frost,  Mr.  John  M.  S.  Williams,  General  Banks,  and  Mr.  Gooch ;  not  recently,  though, 
General  Banks. 

Q.  How  long  ago  f — A    That  was  in  his  old  time. 

Q.  Formerly,  before  1874,  state  whether  or  not  he  exercised  large  influence  hereon  you 
io  ;he  employment  of  men  ? — A.  Not  personally;  he  never  has  made  many  requests  of  me. 

Q.  Were  his  wishes  regarded,  so  far  as  you  could  ascertain  what  they  were  ? — A.  Yes, 
»r. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  believe,  in  my  case,  there  has  been  only  oue  man  whom  I  have  asked  you  to  em- 
ploy ;  I  could  not  keep  him  here  very  well,  could  I  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Was  he  a  good  workman  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Among  your  own  personal  friends,  outside  of  politicians,  have  not  such  requests 
been  frequently  made  of  you  for  some  of  their  friends? — A.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  come  in  direct  communication  with  the  Department,  but  got  your  orders 
through  the  constructor  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  orders  are  given  to  the  commandant  to  em- 
ploy a  certain  person  at  a  certain  rate. 

Q'  ^ow,  what  was  the  condition  of  things  in  1S74,  during  the  Banks  and  Gooch  cam- 
P»i|rn;  were  men  put  upon  you  whom  you  could  not  properly  use  ? — A.  Well,  I  was  con- 
tinually importuned  to  put  on  men,  aird  I  put  on  all  that  I  could  consistently  with  my  duty 
to  the  Government.  It  was  a  mere  matter  of  accommodation  to  a  friend  that  would  like  to 
have  a  person  employed.     I  did  it  if  I  could,  but  could  not  always  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  sometimes  put  the  names  upon  your  requisitions  yourself,  and  recommend 
them  to  your  superior  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  majority  of  ca^es  that  is  the  way  it  has  been 
conducted. 

Q-  It  is  your  right,  then,  as  foreman  of  shipwrights,  to  recommend  to  your  superior  officer 
the  employment  of  certain  men,  giving  them  your  recommendation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ttiat  is  part  of  your  rightful  duty? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  whenever  those  names  are  approved,  you  take  them  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  they  are  rejected,  do  you  exercise  the  power? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  merely  suggest  that 
tho«e  persons  be  employed. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  sought  to  recommend  only  such  men  as  you  believed  to  be  competent 
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Q.  Who  lias  delivered  this  live-oak  ?— A.  Mr.  Swift. 

Q.  Who  delivered  the  knees? — A.  That  I  couldn't  tell  yon. 

Q.  Who  delivers  the  white-pine  material,  do  70U  know  ? — A.  I  think  that  has  been  delivered 
by  different  parties.  I  think  Mr.  Trickey  put  in  the  larger  part  of  it,  and  the  oak  timber  differ- 
ent parties.  Mr.  Trickey  put  in  some,  Mr.  McCuUough  some,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Duryee. 

Q.  Who  for  the  last  five  years  has  delivered  the  most  of  the  timber  to  this  yard,  outside 
of  the  live-oak  t— A.  I  should  say  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Do  you  know^f  any  articles  received  after  being  once  rejected  on  this  yard? — A.  I 
don't  recollect  of  any  articles  that  have  been  received  after  bfing  rejected. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  work  on  the  Essex? — A.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Q.  W^here  did  she  come  from  ? — A.  From  Portsmouth  navy-yard. 

Q.  Who  is  doing  the  work  on  that  ship  now  ? — A.  Donald  McKay. 

Q.  Did  much  material  come  up  in  that  ship  when  she  came  from  Portsmouth  ? — A.  Her 
cabin-work,  the  bulk-head,  and  quite  a  lot  of  iron-work,  the  castings  and  materials — a  sched- 
ule of  which  was  taken — and  some  furniture. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  that  material  that  came  up  in  her  ? — A.  It  has  been  used  on  the 
ship. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  done  any  work  on  her  since  she  arrived  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  it? — A.  She  was  docked,  and  her  stern-bearing  was  put  on,  and  her  engine- 
beds  were  changed  and  refitted,  poles  cut  for  valves,  &.C.,  -holding-oown  bolts  put  in,  &c., 
and  the  location  of  the  coal-scuttles  in  the  deck  changed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  it  cost  the  Government  for  labor  and  for  what  they  did  on 
the  Essex  after  she  got  here,  or  about  how  much  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  tell  you  now.  It  was 
several  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  How  many  thousand  dollars  should  you  think  ? — A.  Well,  I  can  tell  you  if  I  can  have 
time  to  think  the  matter  over.  This  was  before  the  work  that  I  just  spoke  of,  in  changing 
the  engine-beds,  &c.,  was  done,  before  the  ship  was  let  out  at  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  cost  several  thousand  dollars  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  should  you  think?  What  is  your  estimate? — A.  When  I  said '*  several 
thousand  dollars,"  I  meant  what  work  we  had  done  on  her  since  the  contract  and  before, 
because  we  have  done  quite  a  number  of  jobs  on  the  ship  since  the  contract,  on  account  of 
Alteration. 

Q.  How  much  did  these  alterations  amount  to  on  the  Essex  that  were  done  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ? — A.  A  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  Were  they  done  by  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  board  called  to  estimate  how  much  those  alterations  would  cost  7 — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  select  your  employes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  of  them  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  require  them. 

Q.  Are  the  names  given  to  you,  and  then  are  you  required  to  employ  them  ? — A.  In  some 
cases,  and  in  some  cases  they  are  not. 

Q.  Are  they  not  given  to  you  in  a  njajority  of  cases  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  any  one  under  you  in  your  department,  collected  any  money  for  pres- 
ents since  you  have  been  in  this  yard  ? — A.  At  the  time  Mr.  Hanscom  was  detached  from 
this  yard  and  ordered  to  the  Brooklyn  yard,  a  movement  ^as  made  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployi^s  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  a  band  to  give  him  a  serenade,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  anything  was  left  after  paying  for  the  band  it  should  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  a  present  for  Mrs.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Did  you  collect  it,  or  did  any  one  under  you  collect  it,  or  did  you  order  it  done  ? — 
A.  It  was  collected  all  through  the  yard,  in  different  departments. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  any  one  under  you,  collected  any  money  for  presents  since  you  have 
been  at  this  yard  7 — A.  I  say  money  has  been  collected.  I  douU  know  as  I  have  collected 
any. 

Q.  You  have  ordered  it  to  be  done,  have  you  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  collecting  any  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  were  the  presents  given  ? — A.  To  Mr.  Hanscom's  wife. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  they  collect? — A.  About  $H00,  I  think. 

Q.  Which  Hanscom  was  it? — A.  William  L.  Hanscom.  It  was  a  public  thing.  I  sup- 
pose everybody  knew  it.     They  had  a  reception  at  the  house  that  evening. 

Q.  What  was  the  present  7 — A.  It  was  a  shawl. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  gave  the  order  to  collect? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  order  given. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  started  the  thing,  or  put  it  up  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not :  but  it 
was  a  general  movement  throughout  the  yard.  Every  department  in  the  yard  subscribed 
more  or  less  toward  it. 

Q.  Was  theie  ever  any  other  money  collected  for  presents? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Yuu  have  been  chief  of  the  shipwrights  for  some  years  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  foreman. 

(^.  In  your  experience,  who  determines  the  question  who  is  a  shipwright  competent  to 
be  employed  in  tne  yard  ? — A.  I  have  considered  that  my  duty,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  constructor.    I  recommend  certain  men  when  I  employ  them  as  shipwrights. 
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Q.  Have  yoa  selected  men,  as  far  as  joii  were  able,  who  were  competent  as  shipwrights, 
withont  the  interference  of  other  people  ? — A.  Not  in  all  cases. 

Q.  Won't  you  give  now,  in  your  own  way,  your  experience  upon  that  subject  of  em- 
ployinfif  thipwri)2^hts.  I  want  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  you  have  had  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent exercise  of  your  own  judgment  in  this  matter  of  employing  competent  men  as  ship- 
wrights, or  whether  you  have  been  interfered  with  by  politicians,  members  of  Conorress,  or 
wara  politicians  of  this  city,  or  heads  of  Departments.  I  prefer  that  you  should  state  it  in 
jour  own  way,  for  1  have  no  doubt  that  you  have  had  experience  that  we  would  consider 
valuable— A.  I  would  say  that  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  iu  all  cases  to  select  such  men  as  I 
could  wish  to.  I  don't  know  that  I.  have  had  positive  orders  in  some  cases  to  hire  certain 
men.  They  have  been  ordered  on  by  the  Department  at  Washington,  and  by  the  con- 
structor, 80  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  employ  the  men,  although  in  a  great  many  cases  I  did 
not  consider  that  they  were  really  the  best  workmen. 

Q.  Or  competent  workmen  ? — A.  In  some  cases. 

Q.  Have  you  been  ordered  to  receive  men  classed  at  a  certain  rate  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom  have  you  received  those  orders  ? — A.  From  the  constructor. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  at  Washington  1 — A.  I  received  them  through  the  constructor  here.  The 
oidfrs  came  from  Washington  to  the  constructor  here  to  employ  such  and  such  men,  at  such 
and  such  rates. 

Q.  When  you  have  got  in  that  way  incompetent  workmen,  what  have  you  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  about  it  f — A.  I  have  done  the  best  I  could  with  the  men,  kept*  them  at 
work. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  them  for  discharge  ?  — A.  Do  you  mean  on 
that  account  f 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  although  the  chief  ship-carpenter  in  this  yard,  you  have  not 
had  entire  control  of  the  employment  of  your  men  uuder  you  ? — ^A.  Not  the  entire  control ; 
no,  sir. 

Q.  How  you  ever  felt  yourself  so  far  independent  in  your  place  that  you  could  discharge 
whom  you  pleased  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  certain  cases.  * 

Q.  Have  you  been  applied  to  to  take  on  particular  men  by  persons  not  connected  with 
the  yard?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  who,  and  in  what  instances  ?— A.  Now  you  refer  to  whether  I  have  been  re- 
qaested  to  hire  certain  persons  by  parties  not  officially  connected  with  the  yard.  Well,  sir, 
yon  mi^ht  say  that  almost  every  prominent  man.  including  Mr.  Harris  himself,  has  made 
such  requests  of  me;  and  Mr.  Simmons,  the  collector,  Mr.  Rice,  the  present  governor,  Mr. 
Fro«t,  Mr.  John  M.  S.  Williams,  General  Banks,  and  Mr.  Gooch ;  not  recently,  though, 
General  Banks. 

Q.  How  long  agof — A    That  was  in  his  old  time. 

Q-  Formerly,  before  1874,  state  whether  or  not  he  exercised  large  influence  hereon  you 
in  ihe  employment  of  men  ? — A.  Not  personally;  he  never  has  made  many  requests  of  rntf. 

Q.  Were  his  wishes  regarded,  so  far  as  you  could  ascertain  what  they  were  / — A.  Yes, 
ar. 

By  Mr.  Harri.s  : 

Q.  I  believe,  in  my  case,  there  has  been  only  oue  man  whom  I  have  asked  you  to  em- 
ploy ;  I  could  not  keep  liim  here  very  well,  could  I  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Was  he  a  good  workman  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Among  your  own  personal  friends,  outside  of  politicians,  have  not  such  requests 
been  frequently  made  of  you  for  some  of  their  friends? — A.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  come  in  direct  communication  with  the  Department,  but  got  your  orders 
through  the  constructor  here? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  orders  are  given  to  the  commandant  to  em- 
ploy a  certain  person  at  a  certain  rate. 

Q>  ^ow,wbat  was  the  condition  of  things  in  1S74,  during  the  Banks  and  Gooch  cam- 
P»»jrn;  were  men  put  upon  you  whom  you  could  not  properly  use  T — A.  Well,  I  was  con- 
tinually importuned  to  put  on  men,  aird  I  put  on  all  that  I  could  consistently  with  my  duty 
to  the  Government,  It  was  a  mere  matter  of  accommodation  to  a  friend  that  would  like  to 
have  a  person  employed.     I  did  it  if  I  could,  but  could  not  always  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  sometimes  put  the  names  upon  your  requisitions  yourself,  and  recommend 
them  to  your  superior  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  majority  of  ea^es  that  is  the  way  it  has  been 
conducted. 

Q.  It  is  your  right,  then,  as  foreman  of  shipwrights,  to  recommend  to  your  superior  officer 
the  employment  of  certain  men,  giving  them  your  recommendation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  part  of  your  rightful  duty  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  whenever  those  names  are  approved,  you  take  them  on? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  If  they  are  rejected,  do  you  exercise  the  power  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  merely  suggest  that 
tko«e  persons  be  employed. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  sought  to  recommend  only  such  men  as  you  believed  to  be  competent 
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shipwrights  in  those  requisitions  ? — A.  There  is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  ability  of 
workmen. 

Q.  I  mean  men  whom  yun  couM  profitably  use  ? — A.  There  are  some  men  that  I  would 
rather  have  at  $5  a  day  than  others  at  |l ;  men  that  are  good  mechanicji,  too.  But  there  is 
a  great  difference  in  their  ability  to  turn  off  work. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  As  I  understand,  when  an  order  comes  from  the  Department  here  to  take  on  a  man, 
you  are  the  man  who  sends  the  name  to  the  constructor  and  he  to  the  commandant  to 
sign  the  order? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  only  to  set  the  man  at 
work  when  he  is  ordered  on  by  the  Department. 

Q.  No  lists  are  handed  to  you  to  hand  to  the  commandant  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  the  order  comes 
down  to  me  that  such  a  man  has  been  put  on  by  order  of  the  Department,  and  that  he  will 
beset  to  work.  In  some  cases  I  have  made  out  a  requisition.  The  order  will  sometimes 
come  that  I  will  make  out  the  necessary  papers  for  the  employment  of  so  and  so.  Then  I 
would  make  a  requisition  in  accordance  with  that.  But  when  the  order  comes  peremptorily 
by  order  of  the  Department  that  those  men  will  be  entered  on  my  roll,  that  is  different. 

Q.  When  you  are  ordered  to  make  a  requisition  for  a  certain  amount  of  labor,  does  any 
one  furnish  you  the  names  of  those  you  are  to  employ  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  no  one  suggests  the  names  to  you  of  the  men  whom  you  are  to  employ  ? — A. 
As  I  stated  before,  I  have  been  continuallv  importuned  to  give  certain  men  work. 

Q.  For  instance,  you  are  ordered  to  make  a  requisition  for  forty  men  in  your  department; 
theu,  after  the  requisition  is  approved,  is  any  one  permitted  to  furnish  you  a  list  of  names  of 
the  men  you  are  to  employ  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  consult  any  one  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Sometimes  the  constructor  who  pives 
the  order  would  say  to  me  that  he  would  like  to  have  a  certain  man  put  on  to  that  requisi- 
tion, and  of  course  I  would  put  him  on. 

Q.  You  keep  your  pay-roll,  don't  you,  and  know  who  is  on  it?— A.  I  keep  my  muster- 
roll. 

Q.  Is  there  any  one  here  on  the  yard  to-day  who  draws  pay  from  the  Government  without 
performing  any  duty,  that  you  know  oft — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  one  employed  in  two  places  who  draws  double  pay  ? — A.  I  know  of  none. 

Q.  Was  the  ship  Adams  recalked  all  over  when  she  was  in  the  dock  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as 
far  as  could  be. 

Q.  I  mean  her  bottom,  under  her  copper  7 — A.  There  were  some  places  where  the  oakum 
was  so  hard  that  it  could  not  be  started.  I  had  the  master  calker  examine  it  with  me 
when  she  was  docked,  and  we  found  that  it  would  bo  impossible  to  start  the  oakum  in  to 
recalk  her  without  serious  injury  to  the  edges  of  the  plank. 

Q.  What  section  of  the  ship  was  thatf — A.  That  was  on  her  bilgfe. 

Q.  Was  her  bottom  calked  all  over  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  she  well  calked  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  well. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Simon  McKay,  the  man  who  molded  the  frame  for  the  Adams 
and  titted  it  for  the  ship,  was  paid  by  the  Government  or  by  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  He  was  paid 
by  the  Government. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  he  received  per  day  during  that  time  ? — A.  He  was  a  quar- 
teriiian,  and  received  $3.76  a  day. 

Q.  How  many  men  did  he  have  under  him  T — A.  Part  of  the  time  there  was  not  any  one, 
only  he  and  Mr.  Sprague;  aud  part  of  the  time  he  had  four  or  five  others,  patching  and 
trimming. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  take  f — A.  It  was  probably  six  or  eight  weeks,  more  or  less. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  By  whose  order  or  authority  were  your  men  employed  on  the  frame  of  Mr.  McKay's 
ship,  the  Adams? — A.  By  Mr.  Pook,  the  constructor. 

Q.  Were  others  employed  beside  those  on  the  saw-mill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  a  few. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  men  at  work  preparing  the  frame,  the  st«m,  the  stern-posts,  the 
head,  and  dead-woods? — A.  I  had  men  employed  on  the  frame,  stern,  aud  stern-post, 
but  not  on  the  head. 

Q.  Was  the  shafl-hole  cut  by  your  men  7 — A.  I  cannot  say,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  You  testified  that  Simon  McKay  was  employed  by  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Boston,  March  23, 1876. 

J.  A.  C.  Gaddis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Milt^  : 

Question.  Whore  do  you  reside  7 — Answer.  In  East  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  timber  belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
"'  *^8  that  is  outside  of  this. navy-yard,  in  Boston,  anywhere? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  is  it  ? — A.  Tt  ib  in  East  Boston,  up  to  what  is  now  called  Curtis  and  Tilden's 
old  yard,  between  East  Boston  and  Chelsea ;  it  is  piled  up  there.  There  fire  lon^  pieces  of 
white-piue  timber,  such  as  we  call  "  Susquehanna  timber/'  shipped  from  Susquehanna,  part 
of  it;  Aud  then  there  is  some  live-oak.    That  is  about  what  is  there. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  is  there  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  exactlj  say.  There  are  several 
thousADd  feet. 

Q.  How  many  thousand  feet? — A.  Well,  perhaps  to  measure  if,  you  might  find  from  ten 
to  twenty  thousand,  sir.     That  is  all  the  white  pine  and  the  oak. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  it  came  there  ? — A.  Part  of  it  was  hauled  over  from  the  navy-yard 
and  part  of  it  was  fioated  over.  The  long,  heavier  pieces  were  floated  from  the  yard  and 
banled  out  at  the  Atlantic  Works,  and  part  was  floated  up  to  the  yard,  and  part  floated 
wbere  it  now  is. 

Q.  Who  had  it  carried  there  f — A.  It  was  carried  there  for  Mr.  McKay's  frigate,  the 
sloop  he  bnilt. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  took  it  there  7 — A.  I  could  not  tell  who  floated  it  there  ;  but  the 
tesmgterswho  took  it  there  are  Parceil  and  Foull. 

Q.  What  are  their  given  names  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw  their 
given  names. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  timber  from  here? — A.  On  a  straight  line,  a  little  over  half  a  mil(>. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  where  Mr.  McKay  built  the  sloop-of-war  ? — A.  It  would  be 
about  as  far  from  the  Atlantic  Works  to  where  the  timber  now  lies  as  it  would  be  frorr\ 
the  lower  ship-house.  The  lower  ship-house  stands  right  straight  across.  All  the  differ- 
ence would  be  from  this  spot  to  tho  ship-house — perhaps  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  feet, 
or  more. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  that  has  been  carried  away  from  the  yard  besides  thai  ? — 
A  There  was  more  lumber  carried  there. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  that  ? — A.  That  has  been  stored  in  Henry  Jones's  lumber-yard, 
and,  unless  it  has  been  taken  away  very  recently,  it  is  there  still.  By  the  way,  I  would 
SQfr^t  to  the  committee  to  call  Henry  Jones,  of  East  Boston,  as  a  witness. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  that  timber  was  carried  there  from  the  navy-yard  1 — A.  That  tim- 
ber was  carried  there,  sir,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  Adams,  the  sloop  that 
Mr.  McKay  built.  That  lumber  was  hauled.  There  is  white  pine  and  different  descriptious, 
and  different  conveyances  were  used. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  timber  is  in  the  possession  of  Henry  Jones  now? — A.  I  could  not 
tell  exactly,  sir;  but  I  should  think  there  is  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  fiO.OOO  feet. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  delivered  that  lumber  to  Mr.  McKay  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  li 
was  ail  taken  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  parties  said  who  delivered  it  to  you  ?  Have  you  heard  any- 
thing on  the  subject  of  how  they  got  it  from  them  ? — A.  The  parties  who  were  interested 
about  getting  it  out  of  the  yardVhad  an  order  to  get  it  out  of  the  yard,  whnt  was  required 
fortbe  ves-iel.  That  was  the  order.  They  could  come  into  the  yard  and  select  just  what 
they  pleased,  and  what  was  suitable  for  it.  Right  here  I  would  give  you  the  name  of  Simon 
McKay.  He  is  the  man  who  selected  the  timber  here  for  his  brother.  He  was  employed 
IMrtof  the  time  in  molding  the  timber  out.  When  that  was  going  through  the  process  of 
Mding  it  in  the  mill  down  here,  he  had  charge  of  molding  the  frame  ;  and  then,  after  that, 
I  don't  know  whether  he  was  hired  by  his  brother  out  of  the  yard  or  whether  he  took  his 
discharge  and  went  \vith  his  brother.  At  any  rate  he  selected  the  timber,  and  made  choice 
of  such  as  was  suitable  for  the  construction  of  the  hull. 

Q.  That  is  not  being  used  for  work  on  the  Adams  now? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  any  timber  been  taken  from  the  yard  and  used  on  that  vessel  from  that  lot  ? — A. 
I  cannot  tell  you  that ;  but  it  would  not  require  the  amount  of  timber  taken  out  of  tho  yard 
to  put  her  cabin  into  her. 

Q.  How  much  more  was  taken  out  of  the  yard  than  was  necessary  to  put  her  cabin  into 
her  ?— A.  I  mean  the  pine- work  about  the  cabin  such  as  we  use  here  right  in  the  yard  when  the 
(rOTernment  is  finishing  their  vessels,  such  material  as  joiner-work  consists  of,  sufficient  to 
finish  what  we  call  the  inboard  woik. 

Q.  How  much  more  was  taken  out  than  would  do  that  work? — A.  Well, it  would  take 
about *iO,000 feet,  we  will  say,  (she  is  but  a  smill  thin?, )  her  wardrooms aiid  so  on.    Tvvcsuty 
thouiand  feet  would  cover  her  inboards.    And  from  the  pile  of  lumber  that  is  there  there  is 
«nou$rh  to  do  three  such  crafts  as  she  is.     What  I  mean  to   say  is,  that  recently  there 
was  enough  taken  out  to  do  three  such  crafts.     There  is  not  enough  left  now. 

Q-  Was  not  considerable  of  it  used  about  the  head  of  the  vessel  ? — A.  There  was  some  used 
about  the  head,  but  that  was  not  a  very  large  amount. 

Q.  What  did  the  hammock-rails,  and  sheathing  of  the  hammock-rails  consist  of  7 — A. 
That  was  the  same  with  the  lumber  that  went  into  the  cabin  and  other  parts.  Tho  rails  are 
not  constructed  of  this  wood,  but  of  hard  pino— the  hammock-rails.  But  the  sheathing  of 
the  hammock -rails  is  white  pine,  narrow,  four  inch,  beaded. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  lumber  was  remaining  there  after  they  used  all  they  wanted 
on  the  vessel  ?— A.  Well,  I  should  think  that  there  would  be  25,000  feet. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  much  there  is  there  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  measured  it  but  from 
ndgment;    From  judgment  I  should  say  that  it  was  25,000  foet.    It  is  faUy  thai. 
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Q.  That  is  all  white  pine? — A.  There  is  ash  there  and  mahogany  there. 

Q.  Is  there  any  hlack  walnut? — A.  Yes, sir;  some. 

Q.  Any  live-oak  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  some  locust.     There  is  no  live-oak  there  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  has  had  any  live-oak  there  in  that  place,  or  any- 
where outside  of  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  Government  live-oak.  I  spoke  about  that— 
that  which  was  hauled  up  to  the  upper  yard.     That  was  for  the  frame  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Is  it  there  now  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  After  the  ship  is  framed  and  afloat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  there  all  last  summer. 

Q.  How  much  is  there  of  that  there  ? — A.  Well,  there  is  quite  a  pile.  There  are  sev- 
eral tons. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  after  they  used  all  they  wanted  in  the  vessel  there  is  a  pile 
of  live-oak  left  there  now? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  ? — A.  There  are  several  tons  there  hauled  up.  I  would  like  for  the  com-, 
mittee  to  visit  East  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  McKay  offering'  to  sell  any  of  that  live-oak  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  Simon  McKay  in  this  yard  offering  to  sell  live-oak  to  anybody  ? — A. 
Nt«,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  of  the  tools  of  the  Government  being  outside  of 
this  yard  anywhere? — A.  Yos,  sir  ;  there  were  several  tools,  a  considerable  amount,  hauled 
up  from  the  Atlantic  Works  at  the  time,  and  stored  in  the  lobby  there.  The  Atlantic  Works 
i.s  where  the  Adams  was  built.  They  were  Government  tools.  They  were  hauled  from  the 
Atlantic  Works  to  the  lobby  of  the  yard.  These  tools  are  up  there  now,  belonging  to  the 
Government,  unless  they  have  been  taken  away  very  recently.  I  could  not  tell  you  how 
many  there  are,  but  there  are  a  good  many. 

Q.  HaVe  you  any  idea  what  their  value  is  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  could  tell  you  what  they 
are.  There  are  clamp-screws,  jack-screws,  corner-screws,  ring-bults,  blocks,  and  falls.  They 
were  taken  out  of  here.  I  understood  that  they  were  borrowed  at  the  time  when  they  went  out 
of  the  yard,  and. that  they  were  to  be  returned. 

(^.  How  long  is  it  since  Mr.  McKay  has  had  any  necessity  for  those  tools? — A.  He  has 
had  no  necessity  for  them  since  the  Adams  was  launched. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  that  was  ? — A.  That  was  a  year  ago  last  September. 

By  Mr. Harris: 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  foreman  of  Mr.  McKay  offering  to  sell  any  of  the  timber  or  lumber  ? 
— A.  I  don't  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  but  have  heard  of  it. 

Q.  What  person  knows  it,  in  your  judgment / — A.  Mr. Simou  McKay  knows  it;  he  is 
here  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Anybody  else  ? — A.  No  person  that  I  could  place. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  Government  having  to  make  tools  when  they  needed  them  in  con  • 
sequence  of  these  tools  having  been  taken  away? — A.  I  know  what  the  blacksmith  says  he 
had  to  do.  He  says  that  there  were  so  many  tools  taken  out  of  the  yard — such  as  double- 
headers  and  fire-tools — that  when  thoy  called  men  in  to  work  on  the  Vaudalia  he  had  to 
make  tools  before  he  could  set  his  men  to  work.     I  think  his  name  is  Samuel  Dvvight. 

Q.  Is  he  the  head  blacksmith  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  ho  is  the  head  man — the  foreman. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  property  of  the  Government  that  is  outside  of  this  yard  that 
belongs  in  here  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any  other  property.  By  the  way,  you  might 
just  as  well  call  your  boss-painter  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  lumber  was  taken  from  the  yard  by  Mr.  McKay  to  finish  the 
Adttipsf — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  give  you  the  number, neither  by  tons  nor  by  feet;  but, 
in  my  judgment,  I  should  think  there  would  be  50,000  feet  of  different  kinds  of  white-pine 
lumber. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  lumber  was  charged  to  Mr.  McKay  here  in  the  yard  ? 
— A.  Not  of  my  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  What  is  your  relation  to  this  yard  ? — A.  My  relation  to  this  yard  is  nothing,  only  that 
I,  as  mechanic,  have  worked  in  this  yard  once  about  eleven  months,  and  once  about  two. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  abuse  in  the  Navy  ? — A.  No  ;  not  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  giving  or  receiving  anything  for  the  obtaining  of  office  in 
the  Navy — any  position  here  as  clerk,  laborer,  or  writer? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  assessments  put  on  men  for  political  purposes — requiring  men  to 
pay  certain  amounts  of  money  to  carry  on  political  campaigns  in  the  interest  of  particular 
persons?— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  here  during  the  Gooch-Banks  campaign  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  was  not 
one  of  those  fortunate  ones.     I  could  not  got  in.     They  would  not  give  me  a  sight. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  efforts  to  get  in  ?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  apply? — A.  I  appliei  to  Mr.  Hichborn  twice.  He  promised  to  give 
me  a  job,  but  failed  to  do  so  the  first  time.  The  second  time  I  came  to  him  and  asked  him 
if  1  cuuld  get  into  the  yard.  He  told  me  that  he  had  looked  at  my  name  several  times  and 
parsed  it  by,  not  knowing  whether  I  was  at  home  or  at  work  ;  consequently,  I  could  not 
get  uu. 
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Q.  Did  yoQ  make  any  application  to  Mr.  Gooch  or  Mr.  Banks  to  get  on  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I 
am  not  io  their  district ;  but  if  I  had  been  I  should  not  f^o  there.  It'  I  cannot  get  in  on  my 
own  merit  I  will  not  get  in  in  any  other  way. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  anybody  who  did  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  could  not  put  my  hands  on  the 
oaiiM  of  anybody  ;  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it. 

Q.  You  dou*t  know  of  any  person  that  has  bought  any  of  this  live-oak  timber  that  you 
are  speaking  of  If — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoo  don't  know  of  any  of  that  timber  that  has  been  sold  by  anybody  t — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  any  labor  was  done  at  the  Government  expense  on- the 
Butler  yacht?— A.  It  has  been  talked  so;  but  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it. 

Q.  From  whom  have  you  received  the  information? — A.  That  is  the  information  of  the 
mecfaanic^  generally,  as  we  would  talk  among  ourselves,  as  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

Q.  U  it  not  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture? — A.  I  would  say  that  it  is  so  far  ai  I  am  con- 
cerned. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  of  anybody  whom  we  can  call  to  prove  it  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  mechanics  who  worked  upon  that  yacht  who  got  their  pay  from 
the  yard  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  know  of  mechanics  who  worked  on  the  sloop  who  got  their 
pay  rroiii  the  yard  while  Mr.  McKay  was  molding  out  the  fpame. 

Q.  The  matter  I  wanted  to  confine  your  attention  to  was  the  Butler  yacht ;  whether  you 
know  of  any  person  who  received  any  pay  for  services  on  that  yacht  from  officers  of  the 
GoTernmeut ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  subject  f — A.  Nothing  reliable. 

Q.  Yon  know  of  nobody  who  has  that  information  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  I  suppose  a  great  many  rumors  arise  in  the  yard  which  are  mere  matters  of  conjecture: 
rumors  amung  the  workmen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  if  a  man  follows  up  suggestions,  and 
mnkii  inquiries,  and  ferrets  out,  he  is  apt  to  get  hold  of  something. 

Q.  Yoa  have  not  done  that  thing  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  done  that  thing. 


Washington,  D.C,  Fe&mary  23,  1876. 
Joseph  McFarland  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  CHAIRMAN : 

V 

Q.  You  were  clerk  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the 
Forty-third  Congress,  were  you  not  ? — A.  For  the  first  session  ;  not  for  the  second. 

Q.  Did  you  not  act  as  clerk  for  a  part  of  the  second  session  f — A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Alden  was 
the  clerk  then,  I  believe. 

By  Mr.  Buhleigh  : 

Q.  Were  you  not  changed  some  time  during  the  session  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  clerk  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  Committee  the  last  session.  Mr.  Alden  was  here  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session.  He  was  brought  here  by  Judge  Scofield,  I  believe.  In  fact  Judge  Scofield 
notified  me  at  the  close  of  tho  first  session  that  he  would  have  Mr.  Alden  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  at  any  time  there  being  in  your  custody,  as  clerk  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  some  etters  or  Iconiumnications  from  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Griffiths  ? — A. 
Ye«;  there  were  such  letters. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  such  letters  T — A.  Yes  ;  they  were  returned  to  Mr. 
Griffiths,  in  Brooklyn.    I  think  he  resides  in  Brooklyn,  or  somewhere  in  New  York  State. 

Q.  By  whose  order  were  they  returned  to  Mr.  Griffiths  ? — A.  Judge  Scofield's.  I  will 
state  here  that  Judge  Scofield  told  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Griffiths, 
withdrawing  all  the  charges  he  had  made  in  those  letters.  I  think  there  were  two  com- 
manications,  and  in  one  of  them  he  asked  that  the  letters  bo  returned  to  him.  Judge  Sco- 
field directed  me  to  get  the  letters  and  return  them,  which  I  did.  He  g^ve  me  Mr.  Grif- 
fiths' address,  but  I  forget  it  now. 

Q  Did  you  make  any  record  of  the  action  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  those  letters  1 — 
A  No,  sir.     Do  yon  mean  about  returning  them  7 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir ;  because  I  did  not  act  after  that  time.  There  was  a  record  of  the 
committee,  I  think.  You  remember  those  letters  were  submitted  to  the  committee  one  ses- 
sion.   I  think  that  was  the  only  record  I  made  of  them. 

Mr.  BuRLRiGH.  I  think  there  was  but  one  letter  submitted  to  the  committee ;  a  long 
letter. 

The  Witness.  I  think  there  wero  two  letters,  but  I  will  not  be  certain. 

By  the  CHAIRMAN: 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  became  of  the  record  of  the  committee  during  the  period  for 
which  you  were  clerk  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  presume  it  was  turned  in  to  tho  clerk's  office  at  the 
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close  of  the  session,  with  all  the  papers  of  the  committee.  That  is  the  jjeneral  rule.  I  be- 
lieve, to  turn  everything  from  the  committee-room  to  the  files-office.  I  think  everything 
went  in  there,  including  the  minute-book;  but  I  am  not  certain. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  yon  not  hear  that  that  record  was  missing  at  the  commencement  of  the  second 
session  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  those  papers  were  not  here  because  1  had  returned  them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  record  relating  to  that  matter  was  not  to  be  found  ? 

The  Witness.  You  mean  in  relation  to  the  returning  of  the  papers  t 

Mr.  Burleigh.  In  relation  to  the  action  of  the  committee  when  the  letter  was  submitted 
to  it. 

A.  No ;  I  did  not  know  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  reference  to  the  disappearance  of  the  record  of  the  com- 
mittee ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  copies  of  these  letters  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  able  now,  from  your  recollection,  to  state  the  contents  or  the  substance  of 
them? — A.  I  can,  generally.  I  can  tell  you  to  what  they  related.  They  related  to  chnrges 
against  Mr.  Hanscom,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  his  brother,  William  Hanscom,  I  think.  The  details  I  have  forgotten.  I 
did  not  charge  myself  with  the  matter. 

Q.  Don't  you  recollect  that  there  was  a  charge  made  of  $5,000  being  paid  to  them  for 
tlieir  influence  in  purchasing  a  bending-machine  ? — A.  I  recollect  about  that  bonding-ma- 
chine ;  but  as  to  the  amount  of  money  I  do  not  recollect. 

Mr.  Burleigh.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  f^aid  that  he  had  himself  paid  this  money ;  I 
think  he  said  he  knew  of  it.    I  think  it  was  his  father  that  he  said  had  paid  that  money. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  is  your  only  recollection  as  to  the  general  purport  of  the  letter  T—  A.  Yes  ;  I  did 
not  charge  myself  with  it  at  the  time,  but  I  remember  that  it  related  to  the  Hanscoms. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  charge  of  the  acceptance  of  wines  and  cigars,  &c.  7 — A.  I  cannot 
say,  now ;  I  recollect  that  there  was  a  general  charge  of  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  part 
of  the  Hanscoms.     As  to  the  details,  I  do  not  remember,  except  the  bendinof-machine.| 

Q.  You  recollect  that  that  letter  was  submitted  to  the  committee?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  instructions  were  given  by  the  cojnmittee  to  the  chairman  or  the 
clerk,  to  write  to  the  man  and  get  a  statement  from  him  under  oath,  or  to  appear  in  person  .' 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  action  of  the  committee,  was  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  it  was  ;  I  recollect  that, 
distinctly.     I. wrote  the  letter  and  Judge  Scofield  signed  it  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  information  reliable  enough  in  its  cliaracter  to  furnish  the 
committee  showing  any  fraud  or  abuse  connected  with  the  naval  service  ?  — A.  No,  sir  ;  I 
know  nothing  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  ;  nothing  except  what  I  see  in  the  newspapers. 

Q.  You  know  of  no  party  who  has,  or  pre^nds  to  have,  information  or  knowledge  of  any 
fraud  or  abuse  ? — A.  No,  sir :  I  know  of  no  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  atronts  or  attorneys,  or  go-betweens,  between  contractors  and  the 
Navy  Department  or  any  of  its  bureaus  7 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  While  you  were  clerk  of  the  committee  you  gave  no  party  access  to  your  books  or  pa- 
pers f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  while  I  kept  them,  except  to  such  gentlemen  as  mij^ht  be  author- 
ized by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Burleigh.  If  you  refresh  your  memory  you  will  remember  that  I  asked  you  about 
that  record  when  I  came  back. 

The  Witness.  You  did ;  I  remember  that, 

Mr.  Burleigh.  You  said  you  left  it  in  the  committee- room. 

The  Witness.  I  did. 

Mr.  Burleigh.  You  knew  that  the  record  was  missing  7 

The  Witness.  Yes  ;  I  understood  it  was  missing.  I  think  yon  were  the  first  person  I 
spoke  to  about  it. 

Mr.  Burleigh.  I  went  to  look  it  up,  and  I  never  found  where  ii  was ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
found  now. 

The  Witness.  I  think  the  first  I  knew  about  the  record  being  missing  was  when  you 
spoke  to  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know,  in  .the  management  of  the  Navy  Department,  whether  any  favoritism 
as  been  exhibited  to  any  class  ot  persons  7    If  so,  to  whom  ? — A.  I  do  not. 
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By  Mr.  BURLETGH  : 

Q.  Do  yon  r«mftuiber  what  .fudge  Scofield  said  to  you  when  he  asked  yo«  to  return  the 
papers  to  Mr.  Griffiths? — A.  He  had  a  letter  from  this  man  Griffiths,  which  he  showed  me,  the 
ftubfltaDce  of  which  1  have  already  stated,  that  he  had  taken  back  all  he  said  in  those  comma- 
uicatioDs,  and  that  now  he  would  like  to  have  his  letters  returned.  Judji^e  ScoBeld  remarked 
that  be  supposed,  from  what  he  had  heard  about  hiir,that  this  man  was  a  crazj  sort  of 
nwD  and  that  not  much  reliance  was  t)  be  placed  upon  uis  statement,  and  that  he  thou^^ht  it 
wonld  be  well  to  return  the  letters,  and  he  asked  me  to  do  so. 

Q.  Did  not  you  suppose  at  that  time  that  the  letters  belonged  to  the  committee  ? — A.  Well, 
jetf :  as  a  matrer  of  cuurse  they  were  among  tlie  records  of  the  committee ;  but  I  acted  by  com* 
mand  of  the  chairman,  and  I  supposed  that  fact  covered  me,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Q.  Yoa  6ay  Jud^^e  ScoHeld  wrote  the  letter  asking  for  the  charges  under  oath,  or  that  he 
should  appear  in  person.  Did  this  man  answer  that  letter,  that  you  know  of? — A.  Yes  ;  he 
did  answer  that  letter. 

Q.  Did  he  make  the  charges  and  swear  to  them  7 — A.  No,  sir :  he  did  not.  The  second 
letter  was  very  short  and  to  the  effect  that  he  did  not  think  he  could  get  justice  if  he  came 
here.  That  was  the  gist  of  his  letter.  That  letter  constituted  the  second  communication 
I  spoke  of.  The  third  communication  that  Judge  Scofield  received  was  a  taking  back  of 
ererjthioghe  had  said,  and  asking  to  have  his  letters  returned  to  him. 


Boston,  March  24,  1876. 
J.iME8  L.  TowNSEND  swom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Buulcigh  : 

Question.   You  are  a  ship-builder,  I  believe  ^ — Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  built  many  ships  in  the  vicinity  of  B  jston  T — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  seventy- 
six.  I  think. 

Q.  Three  mas  ted- vessels  f — A.   Ye^,  sir ;  ships  and  schooners;  mostly  ships. 

Q.  Did  you  bid  on  these  sloops  of  war? — A.   No,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  do  any  Government  work  ? — A.   I  built  a  cutter  for  the  Government. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  fair  price  for  building  her  7 — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  trouble  between  you  and  the  Government  in  regard  to  building  her  ? 
A.  Not  any. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  bid  on  these  sloops  of  war  ? — A.  I  bad  business  eaough  at  the 
tine,  and  had  not  the  time  to  do  it,   I  thought,  within  the  time  required. 

Q.  Is  it  usual  in  Boston  to  contract  for  building  the  hull  and  spars  of  a  ship  ? — A.  Ye?, 
sir. 

Q.  W^hat  does  building  the  hull  and  spars  of  a  ship  include  in  the  absence  of  any  speci- 
fications  ?  Does  it  include  the  cabin  and  the  house  on  deck  f — A.  The  *'  hull  and  spars  " 
in  Boston  includes  cabin  and  houses  on  deck ;  everything  appertaining  to  the  hull  and 
ipars,  complete,  ready  for  the  crew  to  go  on  board. 

Q.  Sheaved? — A.    Yes, sir. 

Q.  How  many  coats  of  paint  on  the  spars  and  on  the  hull  ? — A.  Two,  commonly  ;  but 
tometimes  three. 

Q.  Would  you  build  any  boats  under  that  contract? — A.  No, sir;  not  unless  they  were 
tpi^ified. 

Q.  Would  you  put  any  furniture  in  the  cabin? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  If  yon  built  the  hull  and  spars  complete  would  you  build  the  bowsprit,  and  put  the 
bowsprit  cap  on  the  bowsprit  and  put  the  bowsprit  in  its  proper  place  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  There 
is  an  exception  to  that  rule ;  but  the  rule  that  I  have  always  followed  was  to  Hoish  the  spars 
complete,  bowsprit  and  all. 

Q.  Under  that  rule,  furnishing  the  spars  complete  and  the  material  complete,  would  there 
be  anything  to  do  to  the  hull  to  finish  it  for  sea? — A.  Not  anything. 

Q.  Would  all  the  eye-bolts,  chain-bolts,  dhain-channels.  and  all  of  those  thing? — every- 
tbingthat  was  fastened  to  the  hull — be  all  in,  ready  to  receive  the  rigging? — A.  I  uuder- 
itand  it  so. 

Q.  When  the  masts  were  in,  her  rigging  on  and  set  up,  sails  bent,  stores  and  provisions 
on  board,  the  crew  there,  the  charts,  &c.,  she  would  be  all  ready  to  go  to  sea,  would  she 
not  T-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  Would  there  be  anything  to  be  done  to  the  hull  that  you  would  not  be  obliged  to  do  ? 
"^A.  Nothing  to  the  hull,  under  a  contract  to  build  the  hull  and  spars. 

Q.  You  would  finish  the  cabin  ready  to  receive  the  furniture  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  crow's  quarters  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  could  a  ship  of  that  kind  be  built  for  to-day,  or  any  time  during  the  la^t 
three  years,  of  white-oak  frame  and  knees,  perhaps  some  hackmatack,  yollow-pine  beams, 
yellow-pine  ceilinfiT  throughout,  yellow-pine  plmking,  all  good  material,  well  fastened  in 
fcTery  way,  such  a  ship  as  woald  class  A  No.  1  at  Lloyd's  for  eleven  years  7  What  could 
sQch  a  ship  be  built  for  per  ton  t— A.   From  $60  to  $63  per  ton. 
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Q.  How  much  could  she  be  built  for  and  fitted  ready  for  sea,  rigging,  sails,  and  all  ?— 
A.   |85to$90. 

Q.  If  jrou  were  going  to  build  such  a  ship  any  time  during  the  la^t  three  or  four,  five  or 
six  years,  which  would  you  prefer  for  the  franae,  naturally-bent  timber  or  timber  beat  by  a 
machine? — A.  The  natural  timber. 

Q.  What  objection  have  you  to  machine-bent  timber? — A.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends, I  have  never  seen  any  that  was  perfect. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  of  this  bent  timber  after  it  has  been  bent  in  the  msM^hine  1 — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  that  it  is  not  perfect  after  it  is  bent  in  the  machine  ? 
— A.  There  is  too  much  strain  upon  the  fiber  of  the  wood.  It  shows  a  deficiency  ;  the  fibers 
are  drawn  or  compressed. 

Q.  You  think  that  weakens  the  timber  f — A.  I  should  think  if  it  destroyed  any  part  of 
the  timber  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  it. 

Q.   Does  it  destroy  any  part  of  the  timber  7 — A.  That  which  I  have  seen  has  been. 

Q.  Have  you  been  over  to  see  the  mill  at  the  yard  and  seen  any  timber  bent  by  that  ma- 
chine?— A.  I  never  saw  it  in  process  of  bending,  but  I  have  seen  the  timber  after  it  has 
been  bent. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  those  knees  that  have  been  bent  by  that  process  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.   Do  you  consider  them  as  good  as  a  natural  knee  7 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  know  that  there  was  one  ship  built  here  of  timber  bent  in  that  way  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.    Do  you  know  how  that  ship  wore! — A.    I  have  no  knowledge,  only  by  hearsay. 

Q.  Was  your  hearsay  from  what  you  considered  good  authority! — A.  Practical  men; 
remarks  made  by  practical  men. 

Q.  What  have  you  heard  7— A.  That  she  required  calking  often  ;  the  calking  did  not 
hold. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that? — A.  Well,  a  general  weakness. 

Q.  The  rigidity  of  the  timber  not  there,  is  that  what  you  mean  f — A.   The  rigidity  of  the 
timber  not  there — not  keeping  in  place — that  would  be  one  cause.     Of  course  there  are 
various  causes  why  oakum  don*t  hold.     It  may  be  iu  the  shrinkage  of  it,  but,  as  a  rule, 
I  should  think  in  this  case  it  was  want  of  rigidity. 

Q.  Would  the  ship  work  more? — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  And  in  working  it  would  loosen  the  calking  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Is  she  afloat  now  f — A.  I  think  she  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  how  she  was  classed  for  ten  or  eleven  years  f — A.  I  think 
she  was  not  classed  at  the  French  Lloyds. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  would  not  class  her? — A.  They  would  not  class  her.  The 
objection  was  that  it  was  an  experiment,  and  consequently  they  did  not  wish  to  take  any 
risk.  It  was  something  new,  and  did  not  come  within  their  rule.  They  had  uo  rule  by 
which  to  govern  themselves. 

Q.  Not  having  seen  that  timber-machine  work,  you  do  not  know  the  process  through 
which  they  put  the  timber  before  it  is  bent  ? — A.  Generally  I  do.  I  have  seen  the  prepara- 
tions for  that  purpose — steaming  to  a  very  high  degree. 

Q.  Do  you  tnink  that  steaming  to  a  very  high  degree  has  any  injurious  effect  on  the  wood  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not  say  that  it  would  destroy  the  wood.  I  have  no  practical  knowledge 
as  to  its  durability  after  going  through  that  process. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  knees  as  well  as  the  frame  would  be  less  rigid  made  under  that 
process  than  a  natural  knee  would  be? — A    I  think  that  they  would  be. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  knees  or  timber  bent  in  this  machine  being  put  in  any 
other  ship  except  the  New  Era? — A.  No,  sir;  not  recently.  I  understand  that  there  was  a 
ship  built  here  in  East  Boston  that  had  them  in,  but  she  did  not  prove  a  success.  I  think 
she  was  built  by  Boole. 

Q.  How  many  years  ago  was  that  7 — A.  The  knees  were  bent  by  a  machine  in  the  Brook- 
lyn navy-yard  before  I  heard  of  this  machine.     I  don*t  know  of  any  other. 

Q.  Did  they  have  to  take  them  out,  or  what  do  you  mean  ? — A.  I  understood  that  they 
decayed. 

Q.  From  what  cause ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say.  According  to  my  experience  in  timber,  we 
have  to  steam  a  part  of  the  planks  that  go  on  our  merchant-ships.  It  makes  them  more 
brittle.  There  is  not  that  elasticity  when  they  become  cold  that  there  is  iu  wood  in  its  natu- 
ral state. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Supposing  you  had  to  build  the  hull  and  spars  of  two  ships  in  your  own  yard,  having 
entire  control  of  both,  one  to  be  built  to  comply  with  the  specifications  usually  required  iu 
war-ships  and  the  other  to  be  built  as  a  merchant-ship,  can  you  inform  the  committee  what 
would  be  the  probable  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  two  ? — A.  Live-oak  is  a  material  that  is 
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used  bnt  rery  little  for  ships  in  the  merchant- service.  The  difference  ou  the  hull  and  spars 
might  be  twenty-five  per  cent.  The  difference  comes  in  with  the  variety  and  quantity  that 
is  put  on  board  a  man-of-war  rather  than  in  the  merchant-service.  Of  course  the  style  of 
constnictiDg^  a  war-ship  is  very  different  from  what  it  is  with  merchant- vessels.  The  outside 
plantcing  must  he  fastened  with  copper  rather  than  tree-nails,  which  enhances  the  cost  very 
mocb.  It  would  hardly  be  practicable  to  compare  the  construction  of  a  merchant-ship  with 
tbe  coostruciion  of  a  war- vessel. 

Q.  Id  the  hands  of  the  same  man,  would  not  a  war-vessel  cost  twice  as  much  as  a  raer- 
chant-sbip f— A.  No, sir;  I  think  not. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  you  think  would  be  the  probable  difference  ? — A.  Probably  50  per  cent, 
more;  one-half  more. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  would  it  be  worth  to  build  a  man-of-war  of  615  tons,  185  feet  long,  35  feet  wide, 
and  \^  inches  deep,  the  frame  to  be  of  live-oak,  the  timber  white  oak  and  pine,  aud  cop- 
pered ?— A.  That  is  a  pretty  difficult  problem  to  answer  without  having  the  specifications 
to  work  from. 

Q.  Built  jubt  as  you,  as  a  ship-builder,  know  men-of-war  are  built,  with  all  their  finish 
and  everything  complete.  What  could  such  a  vessel  be  built  for  complete,  ready  to  re- 
eeive  her  crew  and  go  to  sea,  leaving  out  her  engines  f — A.  That  is  almost  too  wide  a 
range. 

Q.  1  take  it  for  granted  that  a  man  who  has  built  70  or  80  vessels  can  form  a  judgment 
upon  that  — A.  That  is  too  wide.    It  is  too  much  range. 

By  Mr.  Bitrleigh  : 

Q.  Provided  the  Government  would  get  out  the  frame  of  live-oak  to  the  molds  and 
plane  it,  what  would  you  furniiih  all  the  material  to  build  the  hull  and  spars  of  a  ship  of 
war  of  these  dimensions,  185  feet  long,  :^  feet  wide,  and  1(>^  feet  deep,  about  1,000  tons, 
new  measurement,  plank  her  inside  with  yellow  pine  and  outside  with  white  oak,  fasten  her 
in  tbe  usual  way  for  a  merchant-ship,  put  in  the  cabin,  bulk-heads,  wheel,  capstan,  aud  all 
those  things  that  belong  to  the  hull ;  what  would  you  build  such  a  vessel  for  ? — A.  That 
woald  fall  under  the  same  general  answer.     I  believe  1  once  stated  50  per  cent.  more. 

Q.  Do  you  take  into  consideration  that  you  do  not  furnish  the  frame  at  all  ? — A.  No  ;  the 
labor  is  very  much  greater  in  the  construction  of  war-vessels  with  iron  straps,  which  are 
not  common  in  merchant- vessels,  and  the  cutting  of  the  planking  over  the  straps.  The 
process  of  working  the  material  is  quite  different,  as  you  can  readily  see,  and  the  stuff  has 
to  be  bandied  over  two  or  three  times.  I  think  tbe  statement  I  made,  50  per  cent,  more, 
would  be  under  rather  than  over. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  do  you  say  about  the  bending-machine,  as  far  as  you  have  observed  it  f — A. 
I  »hoQld  not  want  to  take  any  stock  in  it  myself. 

Q.  All  you  can  say  about  it  is,  after  it  has  bent  the  timber,  the  timber  is  very  much  the 
worse  for  it  f — A.  All  that  I  have  seen. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  yon  know  of  any  oth»ir  bending-machine  than  this  one  ? — A.  I  know  of  on© 
that  was  used  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn  or  Williamsburgh. 

Q.  How  many  years  ago  ? — A.  I  think  it  must  be  twenty  years  ago. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  auy  work  that  that  bendiog-machiue  did  f — A.  I  have  seen  knees 
bent  by  it  as  a  sample  of  what  the  machine  would  do. 

Q.  Were  the  knees  in  the  ship  you  spoke  of  bent  by  that  machine? — A.  I  understood  so. 

Q.  Did  they  decay  more  than  ten  years  ago,  or  how  long  ago?— A.  I  should  think  it 
was  ten  years  ago. 

Q.  That  the  knees  were  decayed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  so  understood. 

Q-  Was  that  the  general  opinion  among  ship-builders  here  f — A.  How  far  others  had 
knowledge  of  it  I  can't  say  ;  but  tbe  general  opinion  of  it  was  that  it  did  not  work  well. 

Q.  Was  that  the  general  opinion  among  ship-builders,  that  it  did  not  work  well  7 — A. 
Yei,  air. 

By  Mr.  Jones  :  .    , 

Q.  Provided  there  were  certain  parties  who  owned  a  bending-machine,  such  as  the  Gk)v- 
trnment  now  own  in  that  yard,  and  they  were  anxious  to  sell  that  machine  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  sbip-buildiog  purposes,  and  the  Government  should  select  you,  with  others,  as  a 
board  to  decide  upon  its  merits,  I  will  ask  yon  if  you  would  recommend  the  Government 
to  boy  that  machine  with  tbe  purpose  of  making  it  useful  in  ship-building  ?— A.  With 
what  knowledge  I  have  of  the  machine,  I  should  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  from  what  knowledge  you  have  of  the  machine,  you  think  it  a 
▼•ry  successful  piece  of  mechanism  for  destroying  good  timber? — A.  You  are  pressing  this 
tbing  pretty  bard,  gentlemen. 
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Q.  Well,  injurinpr  good  timber. — A.  There  is  a  limit  to  the  machine,  up  to  which  point  it 
might  be  made  useful ;  but  for  general,  practical  work  that  limit  of  usefulness  is  easily  ob- 
taiued  in  the  natural  timber.  It  could  be  uned  for  making  slight  curves  from  straight  tim- 
ber ;  but  there  is  not  enough  of  that  kind  of  timber  required  to  incur  the  cost  of  getting  up 
a  machine. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  had  ship-building  enough  to  do  which  required  a  great  deal  of  bending 
for  the  light  curves,  this  machine  would  have  usefulness  ? — A.  I  don't  think  it  would  pay 
for  one  yard,  for  the  purposes  of  the  most  extensive  ship-building  establishment  that  we 
have  in  the  United  States.  I  don't  think  it  would  be  useful,  and  I  don't  think  it  would 
pay. 

Q.  But  where  you  can  use  it  to  convert  straight  timber  into  curved,  you  save  money 
in  the  timber  1 — A.  I  think  it  is  practicable,  to  a  slight  extent. 

Q.  You  say  it  would  save  timber  in  such  cases  f — A.  It  would  save  a  small  amount 

Q.  It  would  save  labor  also,  would  it  not? — A.  Not  much. 

Q.  It  would  cost  as  much  to  prepare  it  in  the  bending-machine  as  it  would  to  work 
it  to  shape  in  the  usual  way  7 — A.  I  think  it  would. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  would  not  think  it  prudent  for  the  Government  to  pay  $160,000  for  such  a 
machine,  would  you  ? — A.  I  shall  answer  that  as  I  did  before,  i  did  not  take  any  stock 
in  it,  nor  advise  my  fiiends  to  do  so. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  And  you  regard  the  Oovemmant  as  a  friend  T — A.  Certainly  I  do.  I  was  consulted 
by  some  friends  with  regrard  to  going  in  to  help  carry  the  thing  on,  and  I  could  not 
advise  them  to  do  it.     I  have  not  seen  anything  to  alter  my  opinion  since. 


Boston,  March  24,  1876. 
William  F.  LeigiiTon  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Question,  You  are  a  carpenter  in  the  United  States  Navy  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  T— A.  Twenty-seven  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  beeu  stationed  at  this  yard  1 — A.  I  was  stationed  at  this  yard  in 
1870-71. 

Q.  Where  are  you  now? — A.  On  board  the  Wabash. 

Q.  Were  you  ordered  on  a  board  of  survey  in  1871-72 1 — A.  I  was  ordered  on  a  board 
of  survey  in  1871-72  by  Admiral  Steedman,  of  this  yard. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  that  board  consist? — A.  Lieutenant  Walker,  Ensign  Qove, and  myself. 

Q.  That  survey  was  ordered  by  the  equipment  department,  was  it  not  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  perform  that  duty  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Do  the  ditfereut  departments  keep  books,  so  that  they  can  tell  at  any  time  what  they 
have  on  hand? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  supposed  that  they  do. 

Q.  Did  the  investigation  agree  with  the  books  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Please  name  in  what  particulars  they  did  not  agree. — A.  We  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  books.  I  went  through  the  whole  equipment  department  with  Mr.  Walker ;  in  fact, 
the  heft  of  it  rested  on  me.  I  weighed  all  the  hemp  there  was  in  the  department.  I  had 
fourteen  men  with  me,  and  I  weighed  all  the  hemp  myself.  I  took  the  account  and  made 
my  returns  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  every  night.  After  I  got  through  weighing 
the  hemp,  Lieutenant-Commander  Walker  came  to  me  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  was  sure 
I  weighed  correctly.  I  told  him  I  was  sure.  **Well,"  says  he,  "your  tigures  don't 
agree  with  the  books  by  20  tons.  There  are  20  tons  more  on  the  books  than  you  have 
account  for."  I  told  him  that  I  was  satisfied  that  I  had  weighed  the  hemp  correctly. 
I  did  not  think  it  would  vary  half  a  ton.  There  will  be  a  little  waste  in  taking  hemp 
down  and  putting  it  on  the  scales. 

Q.  You  weighed  and  took  account  of  everything? — A.  I  weighed  and  took  the  figures 
myself.    We  weighed  everything  in  the  equipment  department,  where  it  was  necessary. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  found  deficient?— A.  There  was  a  deficiency  found  in  the 
canvas.  We  took  tbe  figures  from  the  bolts  of  canvas,  and  all  the  canvas  that  had  been 
cut,  we  measured  with  a  yard-stick.  Mr.  Walker  said,  "There  is  something  wrong,  Mr. 
Leighton  ;  there  are  15,000  yards  of  canvas  missing  *'  I  told  him  I  didn't  think  I  had  made 
any  mistake.  He  said,  **  You  are  satisfied  you  have  made  no  mistake?"  I  said.  '*I  am 
satisfied."  I  told  him  then  if  I  was  to  be  put  on  oath  I  could  swear  that  I  had  taken  the 
amount  of  hemp  and  canvas  correctly.     The  manilaheld  out  according  to  thf3ir  books. 

Q.  Did  all  the  other  material  agree  with  their  books  ? — A.  No,  sir;  a  great  many  things 
fell  bhort. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  any  of  the  other  things  ? — A.  No ;  I  cannot  remember.  I  kept  no  min- 
uter of  auythin^.     1  passed  them  over  to  the  cbHirm^n  every  night. 

Q.  You  have  no  minutes  of  that  survey  7 — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  sent  for  last  fall  to  go  to  the  commandant^s  office  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  sent 
down  for  me  to  come  up  to  the  commandant's  office,  and  I  went  up. 

Q.  What  for  7 — A.  They  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  give  them  any  information  in  regard 
to  tbe  survey  in  the  equipment  department.  I  told  them  I  had  no  minutes.  They  found 
the  order  where  I  was  ordered  on  tbe  snrvey,  and  Mr.  Hudson,  the  commandant's  secfetary, 
iofonnH  me  that  Captain  Luce  would  liko  to  see  me. 

Q.  What  conversation  did  you  have  with  Captain  Luce  in  regard  to  it  7 — A.  He  wanted 
to  know  when  I  was  on  the  survey,  and  I  gave  him  the  date  and  a  history  of  our  proceed- 
ings. I  gave  him  a  history  of  the  hemp  that  was  supposed  to  be  missing,  and  the  canvas, 
tie  Mys,  "  Mr.  Leighton,  we  are  holding  a  survey,  and  1  am  very  much  worried;  I  feel 
alamied ;  there  are  u  great  many  things  missing,  and  I  do  not  want  to  be  held  responsible 
for  other  people's  thefts."  I  told  him  there  was  probably  a  copy  of  our  report  here,  but  they 
coold  not  find  any  report,  and  I  think  Mr.  Hudson  told  me  that  they  had  sent  on  to  Wash- 
iogtou,  Hud  their  copy  ot  the  original  report  was  sent  on  to  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  understand  in  any  way  that  they  wanted  them  to  balance  their  books  so 
tbaithey  would  agree  with  the  report  of  the  survey  7 — A.  I  did.  I  understood  that  accord- 
ing to  tbe  last  report  that  was  made  there  was  about  the  same  amount  missing,  and  the  order 
was  given  to  make  the  books  correspond  with  that  report. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  who  it  was. 

Q.  Did  any  one  propose  to  you  to  make  the  report  conform  to  the  books  t — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of.    I  don't  know  what  orders  the  commodore  received. 

Q.  Can't  you  tell  the  committee  who  it  was  that  gave  you  the  information  that  such  was 
tbe  desire? — A.  I  think,  (I  don't  like  to  say  certain,)  that  John  Griffin  told  me.  I  think 
be  told  me  that  tbe  order  from  the  Department  was  to  make  the  report  agree  with  the  books 
in  the  yard — the  order  from  the  department — he  did  not  say  what  department. 

Q.  The  department  in  the  uavy-yard  or  at  Washington  7 — A.  At  VVashiugton. 

By  Mr.  H.\RRIS : 

Q.  Would  not  that  be  right? — A.  I  should  not  suppose  it  would. 

^.  Suppose  you  were  appointed  at  the  head  of  the  equipment  department,  and  you  knew 
ortelt  that  you  did  not  ha>e  in  your  hands  all  that  apparently  belonged  to  the  department, 
tod  you  called  a  board  of  survey,  and  that  board  of  survey  made  a  careful  estimate  of  all 
the  property  in  that  department,  would  you  not  insist,  if  you  were  that  officer,  that  you  should 
be  charged  with  no  more  thau  was  found  on  hand  7 — A.  I  should,  because  I  should  not  want 
to  pay  tor  it. 

Q.  So  far  as  Captain  Luce  was  concerned,  if  the  loss  did  not  occur  during  his  administra- 
tion, it  would  be  right  to  charge  him  only  with  what  the  survey  reported,  would  it  not  ? — 
A.  It  would  be  hardly  right  to  make  Captain  Luce  pay  for  it. 

Q-  Would  it  not  be  right  to  charge  him  with  the  amount  on  hand,  and  then  soek  the  par- 
tii«  who  had  made  default  before  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  believe  most  of  the  parties  are  dead. 

^.  Were  you  ever  asked  by  anybody  in  authority  to  make  a  report  contrary  to  tbe  facts 
yoo  found  1 — A.  O,  no,  sir ;  we  made  our  report  conform  to  the  stock  we  found. 

Q-  Were  you  ever  asked  to  make  the  report  conform  to  the  books  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  You  did  not  understand,  then,  from  Mr.  Griffin,  that  orders  came  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  make  the  report  conform  to  the  entries  on  the  books  7 — A.  O,  no,  sir ;  to  make  the 
books  correspond  with  the  report.   That  is  as  much  as  to  say,  *'  Make  a  new  set  of  books." 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Then  you  were  not  asked,  nor  was  tHe  suggfestion  made  to  you,  to  make  any  report 
of  lact.s  whicti  was  not  absolutely  correct  f — A,    O,  no,  sir. 
^.  And  you  did  make  your  report  just  according  to  the  truth  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  equipment  department  at  that  time  7 — A.  Captain 
Bpicer. 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer  who  would  receive  these  articles  and  put  them  on  the  books  ? — 
A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  tell  who  the  receiving-officer  was. 

Q.  Didn't  you  report  on  that  matter  ?  When  you  found  a  deBciency  didn't  you  report 
by  whom  the  articles  that  were  deficient  should  have  been  received  1 — A.  I  don't  know  ;  I 
guess  not. 

Q.  You  reported  the  deficiency  ? — A.   O,  yes,  sir. 

^.  Do  you  know  whether  the  officer  was  still  retained  here,  after  that  report  was  made, 
who  had  charge  of  entering  those  articles  and  charging  tbem  on  the  books  7 — A.  I  cannot 
1^11  that.  I  recollect  I  said  to  Captain  Luce  that  there  was  a  young  man  who  was  employed 
in  *hi;  equipment  department,  when  he  took  account  of  stock,  who  coald  give  him  more 
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iDformation  about  the  books  than  I  coald.     That  yonn{?  man  was  sent  for.     I  don*t  know 
whether  he  is  employed  there  now  or  not.     I  don't  know  his  name. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  those  articles  that  fell  short? — A.  I  can't  tell;  probably 
the  hemp  was  purchased  in  war-time,  when  it  was  very  high. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  As  I  understand,  there  were  twenty  tons  of  hemp  missing  f — A.  Somewhere  about 
tWHUty  tons  of  hemp,  and  about  15,000  yards  of  canvas. 

Q.  What  was  that  canvas  worth  t — A.  It  was  pretty  high  during  our  trouble.  It 
was  all  bought,  probably,  at  a  very  high  price. 

Q.  I  want  to  Know  whether  you  can  give  any  information  as  to  how  long  this  deficiency 
had  probably  existed. — A.   No,  sir. 

Q.   Did  you  learn  how  long  it  had  been  since  the  last  survey  was  made  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  whether  this  deficiency  was  the  result  of  twenty  years  or  not  f— 
A.    I  can't  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  upon  which  you  could  rely,  from  which  you  con- 
cluded that  the  incumbent  before  Captain  Luce  was  responsible  f — A.   No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.   Yon  know  that  this  deficiency  was  before  Captain  Luce  f— A.   O,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  subsequent  conversation  you  had  with  Captain  Luce  was  long  since  ? — 
A.  It  was  last  fall.     They  took  account  of  stock  last  fall. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  that  corresponded  with  your  former  report  ? — A.  I  can't  say.  I 
know  Captain  Luce  told  me  there  was  trouble — there  was  a  deficiency  there,  and  he  wanted 
the  thing  made  right. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  the  result  of  your  report  was  not  carried  on  to  the  books  at  the 
time  you  made  ill — A.  I  know  nothing  about  that.  I  know  the  report  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington. 


Boston,  March  24, 1876. 
Edward  T.  Loring  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  Government  lumber  being  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Donald  McKay  for  the  purpose  of  building  vessels  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  there 
was  some  they  said  was  in  his  hands. 

Q.  Did  anybody  ever  offer  to  sell  you  any  of  that  lumber  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who? — A.  Mr.  McKay's  son  offered  to  sell  mo  some  live-oak  timber. 

Q.  At  how  much  t — A.  Four  cents  a  foot. 

Q.  What  was  his  son's  name  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  Cornelius. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  price  of  live-oak  is  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Don't  you  consider  four  cents  a  foot  very  cheap  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  have  never 
bought  any  by  the  foot. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  sell  it  to  you? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  What  measure  do  you  mean  ? — A.  I  suppose  board- measure. 

Q.  Live-oak,  was  it?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  it  was  four  cents  a  foot,  like  any  other  plank,  board-measure  1 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  understood. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  live-oak  offered  for  sale  in  that  way  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't]know 
that  I  ever  did  ;  but  they  sell  plank  in  that  way. 

Q.  Live-oak  is  never  made  into  plank,  is  it? — A. No, sir;  I  asked  him  if  he  would  sell 
me  some  and  he  said  he  would,  and  I  went  around  and  selected  it,  and  he  marked  it  for 
me,  and  then  he  called  Mr.  Hersey  to  set  the  price  on  it,  and  he  set  foui  cents  a  foot.  I  told 
him  I  could  not  afford  to  give  it,  and  I  didn't  take  it. 

Q.  WMiat  did  you  want  of  the  live-oak  ?— A.  I  wanted  to  make  calking-beetles. 

Q.  Could  you  get  it  any  cheaper  than  that  anywhere  else  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  could. 
I  never  bought  it  by  the  foot ;  I  always  bought  it  by  the  lump. 

Q.  How  much  could  you  get  it  for  when  you  bought  it  by  the  lump  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I 
ever  gave  half  of  that. 

Q.  Where  was  this  live-oak  that  they  offered  to  sell  you  7 — ^A.  It  was  down  at  the  Atlan- 
tic Works,  where  he  built  the  sloop* jf-war. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  It  was  soon  after  the  launch,  when  he  was  clearing  up  the  yard. 

Q.  How  much  live-oak  did  he  have  there  7 — A.  Well,  he  had  a  good  deal. 

Q.  How  much  is  **a  good  deal?"— A.  I  didn't  take  particular  notice,  because  I  had  no 
reason  to. 

Q.  By  such  notice  as  you  did  take,  what  did  you  estimate  the  amount  to  be  in  the  yard 
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—  A.  laio't  niQch  booked  up  in  telling  the  number  of  feet.  There  might  be  a  dozen  horse- 
loads. 

Q.  Hovr  much  is  a  horse-load  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  how  many  feet.  I  can  tell  you  where 
there  is  b  lot  of  it  now,  an*!  a  lot  of  other  stuff  belonging  to  the  navy -yard  ;  I  should  think 
eooagh  to  load  a  schooner  of  a  hundred  tons,  certain. 

Q.  Where  is  that? — A.  That  is  in  East  Boston,  down  near  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Q.  Whose  house  is  it  in  f — A.  It  is  in  an  op<>n  lot ;  in  a  yard. 

Q.  Whose  yard  is  it? — A.  I  don*t  hardly  know  whose  it  is.  Taylor,  I  believe,  has  it 
now. 

Q.  It  is  not  Henry  Joneses  yard  f — A.  No,  sir.  John  Taylor  ha.^  built  there,  and  there  is 
a  stoue-CQtter  there  now.  I  don't  know  hardly  who  does  own  the  yard.  I  should  think 
there  is  enough  there  to  load  a  schooner  of  100  or  150  tous. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Do  you  know  whose  lumber  it  is  7— A.  I  know  it  was  timber  that  was  taken  from  the 
jsrd  where  he  built  this  sloop  of  war.  There  is  live-oak  and  all  kinds  of  stuff  there,  all  kinds 
of  timber  and  plank. 

Q.  It  is  uncut  timber  ? — A.  No,  some  of  it  has  been  cut.  , 

Q.  Well,  it  is  blocks  or  pieces  ? — A.  Some  in  blocks,  and  some  pieces,  and  some  stage-  . 
plsDk,  and  what  there  was  left. 

Q.  Why  do  you  sapr  that  it  belongs  to  the  Government  T — A.  I  have  always  understood 
that  the  Goremment  rarnished  it. 

Q.  Didn't  you  understand  that  Mr.  McKay  bought  it  of  the  Government  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  did  or  not,  do  you? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  know  the  fact. 

Q.  How  much  live-oak  did  you  want  to  buy  ?— A.  I  didn't  want  to  bny  bat  a  very  little, 
perhaps  $10  worth. 

Q.  Did  you  want  to  buy  it  in  whole  timber  or  blocks  7 — A.  Blocks,  some  of  them  4  feet 
loog,someof  them  15  feet.  I  wasn't  particular,  because  I  wanted  to  saw  it  into  pieces 
about  18  inches. 

Q.  Then  you  were  seeking  to  buy  some  of  the  remnants  there  were  there  ? — ^A.  Yes,  «ir. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  want  over  $10  worth  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  wouldn't  have  thought  of  taking  a  whole  stick  of  live-oak  of  the  ordinary  sixe  ? 
—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  4  cents  a  foot  would  be  a  fair  orice  for  blocks  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
we&t  there  when  the  sloop-of-war  was  building,  and  asked  his  foreman  if  he  would  sell  me 
Moie  then,  and  he  said  he  could  not ;  it  had  all  got  to  go  back  to  the  yard  again. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  ever  pay  for  live-oak  per  foot  before  ?— A.  I  never  bought  it  by  the 
loot. 

Q.  Where  did  you  nsnallv  get  live-oak  to  make  mallets  of  ? — A.  I  bought  it  over  here  in 
Cbarlestown  of  people  who  bought  the  wood  in  the  yard.  You  know  they  always  save  snch 
tkiop  AS  those. 

Q.  That  is,  you  bought  the  blocks  that  came  out  of  the  navy -yard  and  were  sold  to  people 
for  fire-wood? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  which  you  wanted  to  buy  the  same  kind  of  stuff  ?— A.  It  was  larger  stuff. 

Q.  Did  you  select  any  stock  that  was  not  cut  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  selected  only  pieces  of  timber?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  They  were  pieces  tnat  would  not  answer  to  work  into  a  ship,  I  suppose,  weren't  they  f 
—A  They  would  work  up  to  some  use. 

Q.  Did  YOU  select  a  piece  that  would  answer  to  go  into  a  ship  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  particu- 
lar uses;  tney  would  not  have  done  to  make  a  ship's  frame  of. 

Q.  Do  they  want  live-oak  for  any  other  use  than  fur  a  ship's  frame?— A.  O,  yes;  they 
Qse  a  good  deal. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  ship-carpenter  f — A.  No,  sir ;  a  calker. 

Q.  Where  are  you  from  T— A.  East  Boston. 

Q.  Is  that  yonr  native  place  f— A.  No, sir;  my  native  place  was  Duxbury. 

By  Mr.  Bublbigh  : 

Q.  You  say  there  was  some  timber,  plank,  and  stuff  removed  from  where  this  ship  was 
hoiU,  to  another  yard  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Among  the  timber  that  was  removed  from  where  the  ship  was  built  to  this  place,  where 
it  is  now,  was  there  any  live-oak  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  that  was  moved  from  the  yard  where  the  ship  was  built  7 ~ A.  Yes, 
nr;  it  was  moved  at  the  same  time  I  wanted  to  buy  this  wood  ;  they  had  teams  moving  it. 

Q  How  much  live-oak  is  there  there  f— A.  I  never  took  particular  notice ;  there  is  oaite  a 
lot 

Q.  How  maDY  horse-loads  should  you  say  7— A.  I  cannot  say.  There  might  be  half  a 
dottn  horse-loa^B — ^perhaps  more. 

Q.  I  thought  yon  said  there  were  twelve  lorse-loads  lying  around  of  all  that  was  moved  t 
—A.  Yes  sir. 

H.  Mia.  170,  pt.  2 11 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  He  was  cleaning^  np  all  the  refuse  in  the  yard  7 — A .  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bhrleioh: 

Q.  That  was  g^enerally  short,  refuse  stuff  7 — A.  I  guess  the  live-oak  was,  most  of  it 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  don*t  know  of  any  lumber  Anywhere  else  except  up  in  this  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


Boston,  Friday,  March  24,  1876. 
Joseph  F.  Paul  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  You  are  now  a  large  dealer  in  lumber  here,  or  have  charge  of  a  large  business  7 
— Answer.  1  am  the  largest  retail  dealer  there  is  in  the  State,  I  guess. 

Q.  What  is  the  firm  f— -A.  It  is  J.  F.  Paul  &  Sons  now. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  price  of  soruce  lumber — we  will  say  spruce  boards — irregular  in 
length— eastern  spruce — good,  souna  spruce  boards? — A.  Well,  they  have  langed  this  last 
season  from  13  to  15  for  Ts  and  2's,  and  two-third  price  for  what  we  call  **  outs."  lam 
speaking  now  of  1875.  In  1874  they  ranged  from  15  to  17.  I  am  speaking  of  the  cargo, 
not  retail  prices.  They  retailed  last  year  from  16  to  17,  for  what  we  call  the  best  boards ; 
but  what  we  call  "  outs  "  goes  in  with  the  coarse  boards.  Our  **  clears  "  are  selected  out  to 
sell  for  **  clears.'*  We  find  the  '*  clears  "  among  the  ones  and  twos ;  that  makes  the  extra 
price.  We  sell  what  we  call  the  ''outs'*  at  the  same  rates;  they  mix  them  in  with  the 
others. 

Q.  You  are  speaking  now  of  as  good  boards  as  come  into  the  market  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  just 
the  regular  boards  sold  here  in  the  market. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  one  John  Trickey  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  him  boards  f — A.  We  have  never  sold  him  any,  of  any  consequence. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  furnishing  him  any  which  he  supplies  to  the  navy-yard  t — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  would  be  the  price  of  white-oak  boards,  inch  thick  T — A.  The  prices  are 
various  on  those  now  ;  I  have  paid  aboat  $45  to  $50,  and  I  have  paid  $60  ;  all  I  ouy  is  fin- 
ishing lumber.  I  think  what  Uiey  use  in  the  yard,  of  oak,  is  of  the  coarse  quality ;  I  think 
that  what  they  call  pasture-oak,  used  for  cart-bodies,  is  $45  a  thousand — what  we  call  round 
A's. 

Q.  Would  you  furnish  5,000  feet  at  $45  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  I  should  want  $5  to  $7 
more  than  that ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  waste.  I  should  want  about  $50  a  thousand,  if  the 
order  was  for  5,000  feet 

Q.  And  that  would  be  a  fair  price  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  suppose  you  were  called  upon  to  furnish  25,000  feet  of  pine  lumber,  pine  timber, 
that  would  square  14  inches,  good  nice  handsome  square  timber,  fit  for  the  capping  of 
wharves,  sixteen  feet  in  length  1—A,  Well,  I  should  say  that  that  sized  lumber  would  cost 
about  $28. « 

Q.  Would  you  say  $40  was  an  extravagant  price  T— A.  Well,  I  should  say  that  it  was.  I 
have  bought  the  finest  of  timber  for  the  South  Boston  bridge,  and  the  length  is  what  makes 
it  cost.  I  had  some  of  that  60  feet  long ;  that  I  paid  $38  for,  and  the  shorter  I  paid  about 
$28  for  ;  that  was  as  nice  pine  timber  as  ever  came  into  this  market ;  it  grew  in  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  it  is  better  timber  than  you  get  from  the  East ;  there  is  no  shake  about  iL 

Q.  Now, suppose  we  increase  the  dimensions  to  J 6  inches  square? — A.  I  think  we  had 
some  14  and  16 ;  we  paid  $38.  When  you  get  up  to  25  feet  on  that  timber  they  increase 
the  price  ;  it  takes  a  big  tree  to  make  it. 

Q.  So  that  you  say  what  you  would  call  long  timber,  14  by  16,  would  cost  $38  7 — A.  More 
thau  that ;  you  are  getting  up  to  a  long  size,  a  solid  stick  of  timber  14  by  16  ;  not  so  long 
timber  would  cost  that. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  know  anything  about  oak  plank  ?— A.  I  don't  deal  in  that  kind  of  oak 
plank  that  you  have  over  there  to  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  White-oak  plank  3  or  4  inches  thick  t— A.  That  ranges  about  the  same  as  2-inch 
plank,  worth  about  $40  per  thousand.  If  you  get  ship-plank  you  get  longer  plank  ;  our 
plank  that  we  used  to  deal  in  during  the  war  was  different.  I  deal  now  in  square  oak  16 
feet  long,  what  would  cost  $40  a  thousand. 

Q.  What  would  good,  nice  pine  boards  cost  16  feet  long  7 — A.  We  paid  $60  a  thousand 
for  them  during  1874  ;  they  got  down  to  $52  a  thousand  last  fall ;  to-day  we  can  buy  them 
for  $50 ;  I  am  speaking  now  of  No.  I's  and  2's  ;  3's  is  $10  a  thousand  less. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  are  giving  us,  generally  wholesale  prices  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  we  should 
sell  them  fur. 
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Q.  What  wonld  you  sell  them  for  in  qnaDtities  of  20,000  at  a  time  ? — A.  Good  Michigan 
pine,  I  should  say  to  you  $58  a  thousand,  now. 

Q.  Is  the  price  lower  now  than  for  the  past  year  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  six  to  eight  dollars  lower 
tbto  ODe  year  ago  last  spring.  The  same  lumber  that  I  paid  $60  for,  all  through  1874, 1 
lia?e  had  for  $50,  and  we  have  bought  some  at  $48,  but  that  is  only  when  you  catch  it  out  of 
market    We  don^t  get  more  than  one  **  1  "to  three  or  four  '*  2*s/* 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  class  of  lumber  is  furnished  at  the  navy-yard  for  ordinary  pur- 
poses f— A.  Their  best  lumber  there  is  about  the  same  as  I  speak  of ;  then  they  may  come 
aown  for  other  purposes  as  low  as  $35  or  $40. 

Q.  Why  don  t  you  furnish  lumber  for  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  never  was  fortunate  enough  to  get 
in  a  bid  but  what  somebody  beat  me.  I  used  to  try  before  the  war,  but  it  was  my  luck  in 
Boston  that  there  was  somebody  who  would  bid  under  me.  I  found  that  my  time  was  worth 
more  than  all  I  could  get  out  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  should  you  say  that  eastern  pine  plank  were  worth — eastern  wharf-plank,  4-inch 
plank  t — A.  Well,  good  nice  eastern  plank  (you  mean  knotty  plank  with  a  little  sap  on  the 
edge,)  I  should  say  about  $35  a  thousand. 

Q.Wbat  is  black  walnut  worth,  10,000  feet,  1 -inch, 3-inch  and  4-inch,  of  good  qualities? 
—A.  Well,  perhaps  it  depends  upon  who  supplies  it.  I  am  paying  for  walnut  by  the  car- 
load p2,  but  1  call  it  $75.  I  should  charge  the  Government  $85,  if  they  wanted  the  best. 
That  would  be  all  *M*s"  and  **2*s.'*  I  am  furnishing  it  for  vessels  in  Halifax  and 
Bath  for  $85.  All  the  live-oak  we  ever  buy  we  call  sometimes  smart-oak,  because  it  is  good 
for  particular  porposes. 

Y.What  do  you  consider  inch  ash  worth? — A.  I  should  consider  it  to  sell  worth  $50  per 
tiMmsand,  good  "  Ts  "  and  **2's."  About  white  oak,  this  pasture-oak ;  we  used  to  buy 
that  because  during  the  war  we  used  to  furnish  it  for  everything.  I  don't  know  anything 
iboot  the  prices  of  live-oak.   I  never  dealt  in  it  in  my  life. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  city  of  Boston  gets  lumber  as  cheap  as  you  sell  to  private  individ- 
oaU  ?~A.  1  never  was  able  to  sell  any  to  the  city.  It  is  a  wonder  to  me  how  a  man  can  sell 
for  less  than  it  costs  and  make  money. 


Boston,  Marck  24,  1876. 
William  H.  Rigby  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Qoestion.  You  are  foreman  boat-builder  in  the  yard,  are  you  not  ? — Answer.  Suspended 
foreman,  at  present. 

Q.  What  do  vou  know  about  the  building  of  a  boat  here  some  time  ago  for  a  private  indi- 
Tidoalt— A.  I  built  such  a  boat. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  build  it  f— A.  Well,  the  suspicion  was  it  was  for  the  yacht  America. 

Q.  Who  was  the  owner  of  that  yacht  ? — ^A.  General  Butler. 

Q.  Who  ordered  you  to  build  the  boat  7 — A.  Mr.  Pook,  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Was  it  built  by  Government  labor  f — A^^Well,  in  June,  1874,  what  they  call  the  second- 
^  foremen  in  the  navr-yard  were  suspended,  and  Mr.  Pook  told  me  that  I  might  go  to  work 
ind  build  this  boat.  He  had  spoken  to  me  frequently  about  it.  I  told  Mr.  Pook  that  as  I  was 
■upended,  I  had  no  objection  to  building  the  boat,  but  I  wouldn't  hire  any  men  on  my  respon- 
sibility to  build  her ;  if  he  would  guarantee  the  men's  pay,  I  would  hire  them  in.  He  tola  me 
to  hire  the  men  in,  lUthough  their  names  were  not  borne  on  the  rolls  for  the  month.  Some  few 
^ys  alierwajd,  there  was  some  work  to  be  performed  on  a  bo^t  belonging  to  the  yard,  and 
^  told  me  to  hire  some  men  in  the  same  way,  as  there  wasn't  anything  to  pay  them  in  June 
Mdthey  should  fet  paid  in  July ;  so  I  did  so. 

Q.  llien  you  hired  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  were  paid  by  the  Government?— A.  I  suppose  they  were. 

Q>  Was  that  boat  ouilt  out  of  material  belonging  to  the  Government  ? — A.  Material  in 
Iheyiid. 

Q.  What  sort  of  material  ? — A.  Pine,  oak,  and  cedar. 

Q.  Any  mahogany  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  few  pieces. 

Q.  Very  hansomely  built,  was  it  ?— A.  Very  handsomely  built. 

Q'  What  was  about  the  cost  of  that  boat,  material  and  everything? — A.  Probably  about 
$275. 

Q*  What  became  of  that  boat  after  you  got  it  built  ? — A.  The  yacht  America  came  up 
bcre  to  the  navy -yard  and  she  was  delivered  by  'Mr.  Pook  to  the  vessel. 

Q.  Delivered  to  the  America  7— -A.  Ye's,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  then  the  commander  of  the  America  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  who  the  captain 
*»».    I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  long  had  the  America  been  here  ? — A.  She  came  up  here. 
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Q.  The  boat  was  built,  and  the  yacht  came  here  and  took  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  understood 
that  General  Butler  bought  the  yacht  from  the  Oovemmeut—  I  think  she  was  at  West  Point 
at  the  time,  or  at  the  Naval  Academy— I  am  not  sure  of  it,  with  two  boats  attached  tq  her, 
and  whbn  he  received  the  yacht  there  was  only  one  boat,  and  he  applied  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  other  boat,  and  they  told  him  to  g^et  one  in  Boston. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  those  little  boats  ? — A.  Tenders. 

Q.  You  niiderstood  that  the  yacht  was  to  be  delivered  to  him  with  two  tenders,  and  he 
only  got  one  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  got  one  with  the  boat,  and  then  he  applied  for  the  other 
one,  and  they  told  him  to  get  |t  here*. 

Q.  And  he  did  so  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  ?— A.  I  won't  be  certain  whether  it  was  Mr.  Pook  told  tne,  or  Gen- 
eral Butler  himself;  but  I  rather  think  it  was  General  Butler. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether,  as  a  fact,  he  bought  the  yacht  America  from  the  Government  ? — 
A.  That  was  the  common  report. 

Q.  What  was  that  yacht  worth  7 — A.  I  can't  tell  you  ;  I  did  not  go  on  board  of  her  bat 
once  in  my  life :  I  never  examined  her ;  I  suppose  that  boat,  when  she  was  first  bailt,  prob- 
ably cost  $25,000 ;  then,  after  she  was  built,  she  went  over  to  England  and  was  sold  in 
England,  and  from  England  she  came  back  into  the  Confederate  States,  and  was  taken 
there  as  a  prize.  The  Government  recaptured  and  held  her.  She  wasn't  worth  more  than 
$5,000  or  $6,000  at  that  time,  because  she  was  old  and  rotten. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  property  or  material  of  the  Government  that  has  been  used 
for  building  boats  for  other  persons  T — A.  No,  sir ;  not  for  anybody  outside  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  boat  built  for  anybody  inside  the  yard  ? — ^A.  I  built  a  little 
boat  12  or  J  3  feet  long,  by  the  orders  of  William  L.  Hanscom,  for  general  parposes,  which 
is  in  the  yard  to  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  that  has  gone  out  of  this  yard  to  any  person  other  than 
persons  representing  the  Government  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  foreman  or  officer  or  employee  in  this  yard,  who  has  made  any 
assessment  on  the  men  under  him  for  any  purpose  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  has  charged  the  men  under  him  anything  for  giving 
them  employment  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  false  measurement  of  lumber  ? — A.  No,  sir;  that  does  not  come 
into  my  line  of  business  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Are  you  building  the  boats  for  Mr.  McKay,  for  the  Adams  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he'  i.i.jU  hem 
by  contract.    He  had  them  built  by  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  is  building  them? — A.  Some  parties  that  I  recommended  to  him; 
that  is,  some  parties  who  worked  for  me  in  the  shop.  He  wanted  me  to  recommend  some 
men  who  would  do  the  work  in  good  shape,  and  that  understood  Government  work,  and  I 
recommended  the  men,  and  he  bad  the  privilege  of  building  them  in  the  yard,  in  the  shop 
where  I  store  boats.    I  superintended  them  for  the  Government  while  they  were  building. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  to  be  f — A.  I  believe  seven.  There  was  a  working-launch, 
steam-cutter,  first  and  second  cutter,  whale-boat,  gig,  and  dingy.  The  steam-cutter  is  built, 
as  far  as  it  can  go  at  present,  without  the  machinery.  The  others  they  call  completed.  I 
have  not  examined  them,  because  I  was  suspended  before  they  finished  the  boats,  and  I  took 
no  further  interest  in  them. 

Q.  How  far  along  is  the  6team-cutterY — A.  She  is  all  planked  up,  sealed  up,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  do  to  her  with  the  exception  of  putting  on  the  stern-bearing  and  making  the  rud- 
der, and,  of  course,  there  is  always  some  work  when  the  engineers  put  in  the  machinery, 
but  whether  that  bomes  under  Mr.  Kay's  contract  or  not  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Have  you  understood  she  was  not  to  be  completed  by  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  My  under- 
standing was  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  machinery. 

Q.  How  could  he  build  the  boats  without  the  machinery  for  the  steam-cutter  f — ^A.  He 
could  build  the  steam-cutter  ready  for  the  machinery. 

Q.  Would  it  be  a  steam-cutter  without  any  machinety  7 — A.  She  would  be  a  steam-cutter 
with  the  exception  of  the  machinery.  That  is  all  fitted  for  the  purpose,  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Q.  What  sort  of  machinery  do  thev  have  in  a  bout  of  that  kind  7— A.  They  put  in  small 
machinery.    The  Government  generally  furnishes  an  upright  boiler  for  a  boat  like  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  yacht  America  is  7 — A.  She  is  right  down  alongside  of  the 
wharf  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  is  covered  up  with  Government  canvass  or  not  T — A.  No, 
sir,  I  don't  know.  She  is  covered,  but  I  don't  know  whether  she  is  covered  with  Govern- 
ment canvass  or  not.    I  should  think  she  is  covered  up  by  h^r  own  covering. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  Donald  McKay,  at  any  time,  offer  you  any  money,  provided  you  would  favor  him 
on  his  job  1 — A.  Donald  McKay  did  make  some  little  advances  to  me  that  way. 
Q.  State  exactly  what  occurred. — A.  Donald  McKay  had  been  round  Boston  and  vicinity 
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to  get  somebodj  to  build  those  boats,  and  coiilda't  find  anybody  who  could  build  those 
boats  according  to  contract  that  he  could  trust.  He  then  came  to  me.  I  wanted  him  to 
delirer  the  bosUs  np  to  the  Government  and  let  me  build  them  in  the  shop.  I  to^d  him  I 
thought  it  would  be  cheaper  for  him  to  do  so,  as  I  had  every  facility  to  do  it,  but  he  mad& 
fome  objection  to  that;  out  he  told  me  that  if  I  would  superintend  the  boats  he  would 
make  it  all  right  with  me.  Says  I,  **  Mr.  McKay,  I  am  employed  by  the  Government^  and 
I  cannot  entertain  any  such  idea  as  that.  Anything  I  can  do  to  advance  your  interest, 
withoat  interfering  with  the  Government,  I  am  ready  to  do  it."  That  is  about  all  that 
was  said  either  one  way  or  the  other.       * 

Q.  Did  be  state  what  he  would  give  you  to  *'make  it  all  right  ?" — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  It  was  your  duty  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  boats,  anyhow,  was  it  not  7 — A.  No,^ 
sir;  it  was  not  properly  my  duty.    I  suppose  probably  it  would  be  my  duty,  providing  I 
was  aatborized  to  do  bv  the  Government.    Mr.  Easby  authorized  me  to  do  it  afterward. 
Q.  But  at  the  time  Mr.  McKa^  spoke  to  you,  nobody  had  authorized  you  to  do  it  f ~A. 

Ko,  air ;  I  simply  superintended  in  this  way,  not  that  I  done  anything  for  him,  but  to  see 

that  the  work  was  done  properly,  iust  as  we  would  do  it. 
Q.  He  came  to  you  and  wantea  you  to  build  them  out  of  the  Government  material  and 

with  the  Government  labor,  and  said  that  be  would  make  it  all  right  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir  ; 

he  did  not  make  any  such  proposition  to  me  ;  he  simply,  as  I  understood  it,  wanted  me  to 

take  those  men  and  superintena  the  work  for  him. 
Q.  That  is,  he  wanted  you  to  take  the  Government  laborers  ? — A.  No ;  he  hired  the  Grovern- 

meot  men    I  discharged  the  men  from  my  shop,  because  my  work  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and 

be  hired  them.    There  was  no  man  in  the  Government  employ  that  done  the  work.     I 

simply  saperintended,  to  see  that  he  did  the  work  right  and  proper. 

Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  For  him  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  for  the  Government.  Mr.  Easby,  previous  to  this,  told  me  he 
wanted  me  in  the  first  place  to  make  out  a  schedule  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  how  it  was 
to  be  done,  and  the  size  of  the  material,  for  Mr.  McKay,  and  then  he  wanted  me  to  superin- 
tend the  work  and  see  that  it  was  done  according  to  contract. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Why  did  Donald  McKay  come  to  you  and  ask  you  to  do  anything,  if  it  was  your  dutyi 
by  Mr.  Easby 's  orders,  to  do  the  same  thing,  and  say  he  would  '*  make  it  all  right  '*  with 
joa  T — A.  Mr.  McKay  didn*t  ask  me,  as  I  know  of. 

Q.  Then  why  did  you  think  there  was  anything  wrong  about  it  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  if  the 
Government  employs  me  to  do  a  certain  work  for  them,  in  the  absence  of  any  orders  from 
the  Government  I  have  no  right  to  hire  my  time  to  anvbody  else,  or  do  anything  that  would 
isake  it  appear  that  I  was  receiving  anything  from  Mr.  McKay.  If  I  worked  or  done  any- 
thing for  him,  I  considered  it  wrong,  when  i  was  at  work  for  the  Gh)vernment. 

Q.  Donald  McKay,  after  von  had  received  the  orders  from  Mr.  Easby  to  do  this  work,  told 
joQ  if  you  would  do  what  the  Gk>vemment  had  ordered  you  to  do,  he  would  *'  make  it  all 
light "  with  you  7 — A.  He  did  not  know  Mr.  Easby  had  given  those  orders. 

By  Mr.  Borleiuh  : 

Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  take  the  same  supervision  of  thos«  boats  as  if  you  had  bull  t 
tb^  for  the  Government 7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  because  in  the  contract  he  was  to  be  allowed  the 
facilities  of  the  y  ard. 

Y.  Did  you  make  any  charge  to  Donald  McKay  for  your  time  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  g^t  a  day  7— A.  Four  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

Q.  YoQ  did  the  same  by  him  in  building  those  boats  as  you  would  have  done  ordinarily, 
if  the  Government  had  built  the  whole  of  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  made  no  charge  7 — A.  Made  no  charge. 

Q.  Your  understanding  was  that  the  America  was  short  of  one  boat  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  why  did  yon  say  you  conldnH  take  the  men  employed  by  the  Government  and 
build  the  boat,  if  a  boat  was  due  her  f — A.  I  didn't  know  tne  fact  at  that  time.  I  was  not 
going  to  hire  men,  when  I  was  snspended  myself,  into  the  shop  there  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility, to  simply  carry  out  the  request  of  the  constructor. 

Q.  Who  did  hire  the  men  7 — A.  I  hired  them  ;  but  after  he  gave  me  assurance  that  the 
men  should  be  paid  in  July- 

Q.  Paid  in  July  by  the  Government  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  by  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 
Q,  And  then  yon  built  the  boat  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Who  paid  for  your  labor  on  the  Butler  boat  ? — A.  Well,  as  I  said  in  the  commence- 
ment, in  a  day  or  two  after  I  commenced  on  her,  I  had  to  hire  men  to  work  on  the  wharf- 
.  i«ger*8  boat,  but  as  Mr.  Pook  said  they  could  not  be  on  the  rolls,  because  they  wouldn't 
have  any  money  to  pay  them  until  July,  I  considered  myself,  as  I  had  four  men  working  on 
the  Government  boats,  entitled  to  my  pay. 

Q.  And  you  got  your  pay  from  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Bj  Mr.  Mills  : 
Q.  Ab  did  all  your  men,  didn't  they  T — A.  I  preaume  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Were  you  paid  by  the  Government  paymaster  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  ail  the  men  were  paid  by  the  Government  paymaster  t — A.  That  I  don't  know ;  ^ 
suppose  they  were. 

Q.  You  had  hired  the  men  from  the  GovemmeQt  under  instructions  from  Mr.  Pook  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  had  hired  the  men  under  Mr.  Pook*s  instructions. 

Q.  And  g^ve  them  their  certificates  showing  how  much  they  had  worked,  and  what  pay' 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  f — A.  I  gave  their  time  to  the  constructor. 

Q.  Was  the  boat  that  you  built  here  a  copipanion  for  the  one  that  was  on  the  America  l— 
A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  like  itf — A.  No,  sir ;  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  build  a  boat  like  it. 

Q.  Was  it  larger  or  smaller? — A.  It  was  a  larger  boat  That  is,  she  was  probably  two 
feet  longer  and  probably  smaller  otherwise.  It  was  a  different  model.  There  was  nothing 
extraordinary  alK>ut  the  boat.  The  stock  she  was  built  out  of  was  stock  that  would  cer- 
tainly have  gone  to  waste,  because  she  was  a  very  small,  light  boat,  and  was  built  out  of 
odds  and  encb  about  the  shop. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  What  vessel  did  those  boats  belong  to  which  you  say  you  built  7 — A.  To  the  Adams. 

Q.  What  work  did  you  do  on  those  boats  7 — A.  I  did  nothing  more  than  to  superintend 
them.  I  supplied  them  with  molds  I  had  in  the  shop.  They  were  right  alongside  my  own 
shop.  Of  course,  I  superintended  my  own  work  and  them  at  the  same  time,  the  same  as  I 
have  done  when  I  have  had  both  shops  running. 

Q.  Did  yon  understand  that  you  were  doing  work  that  Donald  McKay  ought  to  have 
done  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not 

Q.  Were  you  inspecting  the  work  and  accepting  it  as  it  went  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was 
my  business,  for  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Burleigq  : 

Q.  DidnH  you  plan  the  work  7 — A.  As  I  s^d  before,  I  let  them  have  the  molds  and 
draughts.  Of  course,  I  planned  them,  but  not  for  Donald  McKay.  Tuose  were  molds  which 
I  had  of  boats  which  I  had  built  previously  for  the  Government,  and  I  simply  transferred 
the  molds  over  to  them. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  did  not  take  the  same  superintendence  of  those  boats  as  if  they  be- 
longed  to  the  Government,  and  you  said  yes. — A.  Yes,  bir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  your  instructions  were  to  act  as  inspector  of  those  boats  or  as 
Donald  McKay's  foreman  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  to  act  as  inspector  for  the  Government ;  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Donald  McKay. 

Q.  Didn't  you  understand  that  the  services  you  rendered,  Donald  McKay  ought  to  pay 
for? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  acted  simply  as  superintendent  for  the  Gt)vemment,  to  see  that  the  Grov- 
emment  got  what  they  paid  for. 

Q.  Those  were  the  instructions  you  received  from  Mr.  Easby  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  Donald  McKay  any  master  boat-builder  7 — A.  He  had  a  man  who  acted  as  quarter- 
man  in  charge  of  them. ' 

Q.  Was  he  a  competent  boat-builder  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  work  upon  the  boats  himself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  your  relation  to  those  boats  to  be  7 — A.  Well,  I  understood 
Mr.  Easby  that  he  wanted  me  to  take  the  general  supervision  of  those  boats,  and  see  that 
the  work  was  done  according  to  Government  contract ;  that  they  did  not  slight  the  boats  or 
put  anything  into  the  boats  that  was  not  suitable. 

Q.  Then  you  understand  that  you  were  acting  in  the  interests  of  the  Government  7 — A.  In 
the  interests  of  the  Government. 

Q.  Did  you  make  Donald  McKay  build  those  boats  as  well  as  you  would  have  built  them 
yourself  for  the  Government  7 — A.  Up  to  the  time  when  I  was  suspended. 

Q.  Were  you  suspended  before  the  boats  were  finished?— A.  I  was  suspended  before  the 
boats  were  finished. 

Q.  Were  you  suspended  under  the  general  suspension  or  by  special  order? — A.  Under  the 
general  suspension  of  all  the  foremen  in  the  yard  at  the  time. 
^  Q.  You  were  not  singled  out  for  suspensipn  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  If  the  foreman  that  Donald  McKay  had  there  was  competent  to  build  the  boats,  why 
were  you  employed  7 — A.  I  was  employed  by  the  Government  at  the  time. 

Q.  Donald  McKay  agreed,  as  you  understood,  by  his  contract  to  build  those  boats  him 
self;  you  understood  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  well,  I  didn't  understand  that  Donald  McKay 
was  to  do  the  work  himself.     He  was  to  build  the  boats  the  same  as  he  built  the  ship. 


BOSTON  NAVY- YARD.  167 

Q.  For  the  Government  ? — A.  For  the  Government. 

Q.  Now,  wtgr  were  you  employed,  if  he  had  a  competent  man  to  take  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  those  boats  T — A.  Simply  Mcause  contract-work  never  comes  up  to  Government  work, 
and  it  is  very  necessary,  if  vou  are  going  to  have  anything  done  tor  the  Government,  to 
hare  somebody  to  see  that  it  is  done  properly.  My  idea  is,  that  it  is  just  simply  impossible 
to  get  a  job  done  by  contract  for  the  Government,  or  for  anybody  else,  that  will  come  up  to 
the  Government  work. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  Mr.  McKay  had  a  Government  officer  over  at  East  Boston  to 
Isj  oQt  aod  plan  the  sloop  of  war  he  built  there  for  the  Government,  and  superintend  it,  and 
giTehim  the  molds, and  show  him  how  he  should  do  the  work  on  that  ship? — A.  I  under- 
ttaod  that  they  furnished  him  the  molds. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  they  were  over  there,  and  superintended  the  work,  and  told 
them  how  they  should  put  it  together,  and  all  that  T — A.  I  do,  sir  ;  that  is,  I  understand  that 
the  eoDstmetor  had  the  supervision  of  that  ship. 

Q.  The  constructor  that  was  on  the  yard  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  ship  was  over  at  East  Boston,  wasn*t  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  constructor  went  over 
to  East  Boston. 

Q.  These  boats  were  built  right  in  your  shop  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  right  in  my  shop  or  along- 
side of  my  shop. 

Q.  Donald  McKay  said  if  you  would  superintend  the  building  of  those  boats  he  would 
"make  it  all  right "  with  you,  and  Mr.  Easby  told  you  to  take  the  supervision  of  those 
boats,  and  you  did  so  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Because  Bir.  Easbv  told  you  to  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Not  because  Mr.  Dooald  McKay  asked  you  to  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  because  he  asked 
AM  to.  « 

Q.  Yon  furnished  that  foreman  and  the  men  Mr.  McKay  had  there  all  the  facilities  of  your 
shop  to  do  the  work  f — A.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that;  it  was  the  constructor  who  fur- 
nished the  facilities. 

Q.  Didn't  you  have  charge  of  your  own  shop  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  had  charge  of  my  own 
shop,  as  far  as  the  shop  was  concerned,  but  when  Mr.  McKay  contracted  with  the  Govem- 
neot  he  was  to  have  the  facilities  of  the  yard,  and  of  course  Mr.  Easby  g^ve  Mr.  McKay 
the  tadlitiea  of  the  yard.  They  could  come  down  into  my  shop  and  get  any  tool  they  wanted 
aod  I  couldn't  say  anything. 

Q.  Tbey  came  to  your  benches,  came  to  your  lathes,  or  any  part  of  your  shop,  to  saw  or 
plane  anything  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  give  them  the  preference,  did  youf — A.  I  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  it ; 
when  they  wanted  any  work  done,  that  had  to  be  done. 

Q.  That  had  to  be  done  according  to  order  in  preference  to  your  own  work  7 — A.  No, 
fir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  turn  any  work  aside  for  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  if  they  wanted  the  use  of  the 
rriudstone,  and  my  men  were  using  it,  they  had  to  wait  until  my  men  got  through  with  it. 
if  they  wanted  to  use  any  tool  that  I  was  using,  they  had  to  wait  until  I  got  through. 

Q.  Yon  were  inclined  to  treat  them  civilly  and  courteously  all  the  time? — A.  I  couldn't 
help  myself.  No,  sir ;  I  probably  haven't  been  so  antagonistic  to  anybody  for  twenty  years 
tt  1  was  to  that  crowd  that  built  those  boats. 

Q-  Was  it  any  advantage  to  the  Government  to  have  those  boats  built  in  your  shop  7 — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Was  it  not  a  detriment,  and  could  you  not  have  inspected  the  work  just  as  well 
■Aerward  as  while  they  were  building  the  boats  f— A.  Mo,  sir ;  there  are  a  g^ood  many 
things  that  can  be  covered  up  when  you  put  paint  and  putty  on  them,  and  it  is  very  neces- 
Mry  to  have  somebody  as  the  work  progresses  to  see  how  it  does  progress.  I  would  step 
orer  there  probably  half  an  hour  and  examine  the  work  and  see  how  it  was  done,  and  if  it 
did  Dot  suit  me,  I  objected  to  it. 

Q.  Yoa  said  there  was  never  so  much  contention  about  anything  as  there  was  about 
l^ldini^  tho^e  boats  ;  why  was  tiiat  contention? — A.  Because  I  wantel  it  done  according 
^  the  Government  contract ;  done  the  same  as  I  would  do  it. 

Q-  You  had  no  objection  to  their  building  the  boats  in  your  shop  or  to  taking  the  super- 
Tisoo  of  them  f — A.  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter. 

Q<  Didn't  you  have  any  objection  to  it  f — A.  I  did  strongly  object  to  it. 

Q.  Yoa  thought  they  might  as  well  build  them  somewhere  else  as  build  them  under  your 
<Qper?ision  7 — A.  I  thought  as  he  was  going  to|take  the  contract,  he  might  build  the  boats 
over  in  Eui  Boston. 

By  Mr.  Mills* 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  Donald  McKay  making  the  same  offer  to  anybody  else  thai  he  made 
to  TOO  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Ever  hear  anybody  say  so  7 — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  Simon  McKay,  who  was  here  in  the  employment  of  the  Gov- 
cnmeat,  delivered  to  him  any  material  for  the  building  of  his  ship  7— A.  I  know  Simon 
KcKay  was  in  the  iron-store. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  who  appointed  him?  Through  whose  influence  did  he  saj  he  c^othereT 
— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  he  on  the  jard  before  Mr.  McKay  jj^ot  this  contract  with  the  Govemmeot  foi 
bailding  the  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  worked  on  the  yard  two  or  three  years,  I  think. 


Boston,  AforcA  27, 1876. 
William  H.  Rig  by  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  I  want  to  ask  you  whether  Mr.  McKay  did  not  offer  yon  money  if  you  woul<3 
allow  him  to  use  such  material  as  you  had  prepared  ?— Answer.  No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

Q.  Any  material  that  was  bent  and  saw^  ready  for  work  somewhere  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  work  that  was  done  on  the  boat  for  Qeneral 
Butler  WAS  charged  to  the  Vandalia  or  any  of  the  material  used  on  the  boat  ? — A.  Noth- 
ing was  charged  to  the  Vandalia. 

Q.  Nothing  of  the  work  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  doing  any  work  on  the  Van 
dalia.  My  gang  was  all  suspended,  and  I  was  suspended,  among  the  rest  When  those 
three  men  were  taken  in,  there  was  no  work  doing  during  that  month  on  the  Vandalia  wbei 
they  were  at  work  on  General  Butler's  boat.  They  were  not  reported  every  day,  because  thej 
were  not  on  the  rolls  that  month.  About  Mr.  McKay's  work,  I  should  like  to  make  an  cxpla 
nation.  I  got  the  order  from  the  constructor  to  give  Mr.  McKay  all  the  molds  and  specinca 
tions.  and  to  show  him  where  to  get  his  stock.    Mr.  McKay  wanted  me  to  facilitate  him  b} 

fiving  him  those  molds,  and  showing  him.  I  made  the  molds,  aud,|also,  the  patterns,  fo: 
is  castings.  I  picked  those  out  and  gave  them  to  him.  That  is  the  extent,  1  understood 
Mr.  McKay  wanted  me  to  assist  him,  which  I  bad  got  my  orders  previous  from  Mr.  Easbj 
10  to  do.  Then,  again,  I  would  like  to  state  here  that  about  a  year  ago  there  was  a  raai 
came  to  me,  stating  that  he  had  taken  the  job  from  Mr.  McKay  to  build  those  boats,  a  mai 
who  knew  nothing  about  boat-building,  and  I  was  somewhat  surprised.  Mr.  McKay  al8< 
accused  me  of  recommending  some  men  to  him  that  were  not  boat-builders,  which  I  did  no 
do,  which  caused  ill-feeling  between  lilr.  McKay  and  me.  After  this  man  took  charge  o 
the  boats,  the  boat-builders  he  had  to  work  for  him  found  out  be  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  busnness,  and  he  told  them  they  might  take  the  boats,  and  he  would  step  out 
Then  Mr.  McKay  made  a  contract  with  those  men  to  build  the  boats  for  so  much  money. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  money  did  Mr.  McKay  offer  you  ? — A.  He  never  offered  me  any  money  at  all 
He  said  if  I  would  assist  him  (he  was  not  a  boat'builder)  he  would  be  willing  to  do  wha 
was  ri^ht. 

Q.  But  you  had  your  orders  before  ? — A.  I  had  my  orders  previous  to  this  to  deliver  t< 
Mr.  McKay  all  molds  and  patterns  connected  with  the  boats,  that  is,  castings,  6lc. 

Q.  You  never  did  receive  any  money  from  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Not  a  cent,  either  one  waj 
or  the  other,  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  ;  and  if  it  was  necessary  I  could  furnish  proo 
from  all  the  men  that  was  there  that  Mr.  McKay  and  me  and  those  who  built  the  boati 
were  antagonistic  all  the  time  those  boats  were  building,  simply  because  I  wanted  him  t( 
build  the  boats  according  to  contract. 

Q.  Were  the  boats  well  built  ? — A.  The  boats  were  very  well  built ;  not  so  well  as  wc 
should  build  in  the  yard,  but  the  boats  are  well  built,  probably  better  built  than  a  gooc 
many  boats  I  have  seen  built  in  Government  yards,  for  we  have  the  name  of  building  th< 
best  boats  in  this  yard  of  any  yard  in  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay  use  any  material  in  building  the  boats  for  the  Adams  that  h  id  previ- 
ously been  partly  gotten  out  by  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did. 

Q.  What  expense  should  you  suppose  had  been  put  on  that  material  before  it  was  used  oc 
the  boats  ?-~A.  Here  I  should  like  to  explain.  In  getting  out  material  for  boats,  I  go  roum 
the  yard  and  pick  tip  condemned  ship-timber  for  certain  parts  of  my  work,  because  it  don' 
do  to  take  new ;  that  is,  knees  and  the  like  of  that  that  have  been  condemned.  I  take  them, 
and  get  them  sawed  up,  and  use  the  timber  in  building  the  boats.  I  had  got  a  lot  of  tha 
kind  of  stuff  sawed  up  in  the  cellar,  and  Mr.  McKay  wanted  me  to  deliver  it  to  him.  ] 
would  not  do  it,  because  I  had  no  orders.  Mr.  Easby  said  that  Mr.  McKay  was  to  take  th( 
rouffh  material,  tl  e  same  as  I  did ;  but  when  Mr.  Easby  was  off,  I  received  an  order  from  Mr 
J.  F.  Hanscom,  then  acting  as  constructor,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  McKay  all  the  material  that  coul( 
be  used  economically  that  was  in  the  cellar.  Of  course  I  had  nothing  more  to  say,  and  ! 
let  him  take  it. 

Q.  Then  you  delivered  to  Mr.  McKay  material  that  had  been  previously  prepared  fo 

boat-building  by  the  Government  ?— A.  Prepared  to   a  certain  extent,  but  not  prepare< 

•  ready  for  use  ;  merely  sawed  out.     I  supposed  that,  according  to  his  contract,  the  Govern 
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ment  was  obliged  to  find  him  staff  to  build  the  boats,  not  staff  to  baild  ships  of.  The  Gov 
emment  did  not  have  any  staff  in  the  yard  suitable  for  boat-buildiuff,  that  is,  for  the  flotillas 
ud  inch  work,  and,  as  I  said  preTiouelj,  I  took  the  condemned  ship-timber  and  expended 
ihip-timber,  in  order  to  get  this  stuff  out  of  it. 

(}.  Was  not  that  order  a  great  saving  to  Mr.  McKay? — A.  It  might  have  saved  him  $40. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  exc^  that. 

Q.  That  is,  the  work  on  it  was  not  worth  more  than  that  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  charged  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  stock  had  been  gotten  out  for  those  same  boats  f — A.  It  had  been  accumulating. 
This  stock  had  been  accumulating  in  the  store  probably  for  two  years.    If  I  build  a  set  of 
boats,  I  get  out  a  lot  of  flotillas,  and  there  will  be  three  or  four  or  half  a  dozen  too  many, 
lad  tbej  are  put  into  the  cellar. 

Q.  Have  you  not  got  a  lot  of  material  there  now  that  is  fit  to  be  worked  into  boats  7 — A. 
Tm,  air;  I  have  got  a  lot  of  flotillas,  stems,  and  such  as  that,  because  it  is  necessary  to 
hftT^  them  seasoned. 

Q.  You  furnished  him  with  stems,  did  you  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  he  got  more 
than  one  stem  out  of  the  lot. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  that  vou  furnished  in  building  those  boats  for  Mr.  McKay 
except  this'  material  in  the  cellar  which  you  speak  of,  which  hm.  been  gotten  out  previously 
by  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of  any  work  that  was  charged  to  the  Vandalia  that  ought  to  have  been 
charg^ed  to  some  other  account  f — A.  I  cannot  call  to  remembrance  now,  to  state  positively, 
beeauM  it  is  sometimes  the  case  that  a  man  is  called  away  for  to  do  a  job  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  or  two  hours  at  the  same  time  he  has  been  at  work  on  the  Vandalia  and  no  note 
made  of  it. 


Boston,  Friday,  March  24, 1876. 
Pajmaster  Charles  W.  Abbott  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaestion.  What  is  this  paper  which  you  now  hand  me  ? — Answer.  It  is  an  abstract  of 
Toacbers.  That  is  a  sample  of  all  the  others.  I  selected  that  because  there  is  more  business 
io  that  Ust  quarter  of  18/5  than  in  all  the  others  put  together. 

Q.  Are  your  purchases,  open  contracts  and  all,  about  $800,000  a  year  ? — A.  I  sum  up  for 
this  qaarter  $222,000 ;  but  for  1875  I  think  it  would  not  amount  to  as  much  as  that — say 
im,m  to  $800,000,  perhaps. 

Q.  Are  you  paying  out  prize-money  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  account? — A.  That  is  the  Farraffut  fleet,  the  lasUdistribution. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  I  have  paid  portions  of  it. 

Q.  This  is  what  you  have  paid?— A.  Yes, sir;  the  prize- certificates  are  sent  here,  some 
of  them. 

Q.  You  don*t  buy  any  clothing  in  open  market  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Charles  Allen  Brown,  of  this  city  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  succeed  as  paymaster  f — A.  Mr.  George  Plunkett  He  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 1874. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Pluukett's  clerk  T — A.  His  brother  when  I  came  here. 

Q.  Did  you  retain  the  same  derk  or  did  you  take  another  f — A.  I  took  another,  or  wanted 
to,  bat  I  was  forced  to  abandon  him  and  take  the  same  one. 

Q.  Who  forced  you  to  do  that?— A.  Well,  General  Butler. 

Q-  What  did  he  have  to  say  about  it  ? — A.  I  appeared  at  the  office  afler  being  ordered  to, 
with  a  clerk  of  my  own  selection,  and  I  met  the  clerk,  who  was  the  brother  of  Mr.  George 
Plnnkett,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  was  not  going  to  retain  him,  and  if  I  had  selected  another 
clerk.  I  told  him  that  I  had  selected  another  clerk,  and  he  went  awav.  The  next  morning 
when  I  was  in  the  office  one  of  my  clerks  said  to  me,  '*Mr.  Plunkett  says  that  General 
Botlsr  is  going  to  have  you  out  of  here  in  less  than  three  days,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Plunkett) 
will  he  back  here  again  in  the  office  by  Saturday.'*  Well,  then,  during  that  dav  I  learned 
Anther  about  it — so  much  so  that  I  thought  it  was  very  strange,  and  I  determined  to  go  and 
see  General  Butler  and  ask  him  about  it 

Q.  Dido't  he  seud  for  you? — A.  No, sir;  I  went  voluntarily  to  see  him, and  I  asked  him 
if  it  was  true.  1  told  him  that  I  had  understood  that  he  luid  interfered  in  regard  to  my 
leleetion  of  a  clerk  and  my  position  there.  He  said  that  he  had,  that  he  had  telegraphed 
Md  written  to  the  Department;  and  we  had  some  conversation  there  of  perhaps  naif  an 
hour,  in  which,  Among  other  things,  he  told  me  that  I  had  my  day,  and  that  now  he  was  going 
tohsTehis. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  he  was  going  to  do? — A.  Well,  that  he  was  going  to  have  me 
out  of  the  office. 
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Q.  Was  it  to  remove  jou  or  to  place  you  somewhere  else  ? — A.  It  was  that  I  should  not 
remain  in  that  office,  because  I  would  not  retain  Mr.  Plnnkett. 

Q.  He  could  remove  jou  to  some  other  station  f — A.  He  could  only  prevent  my  remaining 
here  at  Boston  as  purchasing-paymaster. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  ho  would  have  you  removed  if  you  did  not  retain  Mr.  Plnnkett?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  understanding. 

Q.  Then  you  were  forced  to  retain  Mr.  Plunkett  in  order  to  keep  you  from  goin^  away  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  I  had  some  letters  from  Washington  advising  me  to  abandon  my  position  and 
retain  him. 

Q.  Who  advised  you  ? — A.  Mr.  Watmouth,  the  Paymaster-General. 

Q.  Did  you  make  known  your  difficulties  to  the  Paymaster-General  7  Did  you  communi- 
cate to  him  the  fact  that  General  Butler  had  threatened  your  removal  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  but  he 
was  aware  of  it  from  this  letter  received.  I  telegraphed  to  him  to  ask  what  the  trouble  was. 
He  replied,  *  *  You  must  see  General  Butler."  Then  I  received  a  letter  from  him  in  which  he 
said  that  he  had  made  a  hard  fight  to  retain  me  in  that  office,  and,  said  he,  "  There  were  sev- 
eral applicants — ^three  or  four,"  and  he  said,  **  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  retain  you  there,  but 
you  must  see  General  Butler."  It  was  substantially  that  if  I  did  not  conciliate  Genera] 
Butler  he  could  not  keep  me.  He  sud,  "  I  want  you  to  be  at  that  office,  but  if  you  do  not 
conciliate  General  Butler  you  will  not  be  able  to  remain." 

Q.  Then  you  went  to  Cfeneral  Butler  and  made  the  offer  to  accept  the  clerk  t — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  did  not  go  to  him.  That  was  before  I  had  received  this  letter  from  General  Watmouth.  I 
did  not  go  to  see  him  ag^in,but  I  said  to  my  clerk,  the  one  whom  I  did'select,  **Well,  I 
would  like  to  remain  here.  It  is  near  my  home ;  and  you  want  to  come  into  the  office.  Now 
if  I  stick  to  vou  we  shall  neither  of  us  accomplish  anything,  because  I  shall  be  detached, 
and  that  will  not  do  you  any  good ; "  and  he  said,  *'  Well,  don*t  let  me  embarrass  you ;  I 
will  withdraw."  He  withdrew,  and  then  I  sent  word  to  Mr.  Plunkett  that  I  would  retain 
him. 

Q.  Did  hi9  come  into  the  office  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  into  the  office  after  that. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  ? — A.  He  remained  until  he  was  appointed  assistant  paymaster, 
in  last  September — nearly  a  year. 

Q.  Is  he  assistant  pavmaster  now  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Now  that  is  not  the  only  interference  with  your  office  here  by  politicians  outside.  Are 
there  not  others 7 — A.  Well,  there  have  been  interferences;  for  instance,  (I  cannot  call  it 
exactly  an  interference,  except  it  is  that  thing  which  is  constantly  held  over  you,  that  if  you 
do  not  do  such  and  such  things  something  will  happen. )    You  hear  things. 

Q.  Are  there  not  other  gentlemen  influential  like  General  Butler  who  have  their  favorites 
here  whom  you  have  to  respect  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  General  Butler  was  the  particular  man 
that  I  dreaded  in  this,  because  he  had  been  what  was  called  '*  running  the  office." 

Q.  I  ask,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  paymaster,  do  you  or  not  encounter  the  same 
sort  of  influence  from  other  parties  in  other  matters  f  You  spoke  of  a  gentleman  who  is  a 
particular  friend  of  Senator  Cragin  here  the  other  night.  1  noticed  that  that  gentleman 
seemed  to  be  doing  all  of  ydur  contracting  here  in  the  way  of  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is 
Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  anything  was  held  over  you  in  regard  to  Mr.  Trickey — that  if  you 
did  not  do  such  and  such  things  something  would  happen  ? — A.  Well,  if  I  did  not  give  the 
timber  to  Mr.  Trickey,  my  idea  was  and  my  feeling  was  that  as  sure  as  he  did  not  get  all  the 
timber  (and  I  was  very  glad  there  was  not  much  of  it)  that  I  should  not  stay  in  the  office 
probably  a  mionth. 

Q.  He  has  been  getting  it  for  a  long  time,  has  he  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  of  the  history  of  your  office  t  What  do  you  know  on  your  books 
about  who  has  been  ^mi^hing  timber  here  for  years  to  this  yard  T — ^A.  O,  Mr.  Trickey 
has  furnished  timber  for  years  and  years. 

Q.  What  are  your  personal  relations  with  him  ? — A.  Well,  they  are  pleasant. 

Q.  Who  determines  the  price  at  which  you  shall  take  lumber  from  him,  where  you  buy 
in  the  market  ?— A.  There  is  an  estimated  cost.  I  don*t  know  what  they  want.  There  is 
a  great  variety  of  lumber.  There  is  clear  stuff,  first  Quality  of  lumber,  and  cheaper  kinds. 
Requisitions  are  made  by  different  parties  under  the  departments,  and  they  make  an  esti- 
mated cost,  which  I  regard  as  based  on  their  inquiries  as  to  the  market-price  of  lumber  and 
the  kind  that  they  want.  They  have  experts.  I  am  not  an  expert  in  regard  to  lumber 
and  to  a  great  many  other  kinds  of  supplies.  Each  department  has  its  experts.  They  want 
a  certain  kind  of  lumber  and  ascertain  the  market-price.  The  requisition  is  made  at  so 
many  feet  of  lumber  at  such  an  estimated  cost.  That  is  sent  to  the  bureau,  approved  by 
the  bureau,  and  then  sent  to  me  to  make  the  purchase.  I  regard  that  estimated  cost  very 
much,  because  I  am  governed  by  that  as  to  the  quality. 

Q.  Well,  when  you  come  to  make  that  purchase  you  have  that  requisition  and  order  to 
buy  that  lumber.  You  go  to  Mr.  Trickey  and  say  vou  want  it  at  that  price  T — A.  I  send  to 
Mr.  Trickey  a  little  written  form,  "What  will  you  deliver  so  much  lumber  for  at  such  a  price  f" 
Well,  in  a  great  many  cases  I  have  found  that  Mr.  Trickey  hit  the  exact  figures  that  were 
the  estimated  cost,  and  then  I  have  suspected  that  there  was  where  they  had  got  their  es- 
timated cost,  that  they  sent  to  him. 
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Q.  TheDjyon  have  believed  that  the  men  who  made  out  the  estimate  made  it  out  with  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Trickey  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  he  got  his  estimated  cost  of  Mr.  Trickev. 

Q.  Now  joa  take  the  en^ineer^s  department  over  there,  which  has  been  undo^  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Granger  for  the  last  18  months,  and  it  appears  that  not  a  dollar's  worth  of  timber  or 
lumber  has  l^n  received  from  any  other  party  than  Mr.  Trickey.  Daring  this  whole  time 
bare  yon  bonght  the  lumber  for  this  department  f — A.  I  have  bought  it  for  the  last  year. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  for  it  also  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  buy  for  all  the  departments,  excepting  where 
it  is  contracted  for.  I  have  made  several  purchases  for  the  civil  engineer's  department  dur- 
ing the  last  year. 

Q.  Have  you  bought  lumber  of  anybody  else  except  Mr.  Trickey  ? — A.  No,  sir;  only  one  lot. 

Q.  What  was  that  t — A.  That  was  a  small  lot  of  spare  timber.  It  amounted  to  about  $500. 

Q.  You  have  felt,  have  you  not,  that  those  estimates  were  made  after  consultation  with 
Mr.  Trickey,  or  with  the  knowledge  that  Mr.  Trickey  would  furnish  it  at  those  prices  ? — A. 
Ordinarily,  yes,  sir. 

Q  Have  you  given  to  any  other  person  the  opportunity  to  figure  on  those  requisitions? — 
A.  No,  sir.  I  regarded  that  as  a  fair  market-price,  the  estimate  cost  for  what  they  wanted, 
and  in  those  cases  I  have  sent  the  requisition  to  Mr.  Trickey  to  be  filled. 

Q.  So  that  if  there  was  collusion  between  him  and  the  parties  who  made  those  estimates, 
joabave  simply  carried  out  the  scheme,  if  there  was  a  scheme? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  never  oc- 
curred to  me  that  there  was  any  collusion  between  him  and  any  one. 

Q.  You  see  how  easily  it  could  be  done? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  sent  to  Mr.  Trickey 

Q.  [Interrupting.]  If  I  understand  you,  you  dare  not  buy  lumber  from  anybody  else  but 
Mr.  Trickey  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  feeling  that  I  had.  If  I  had  bought  lumoer  from 
any  one  else,  I  should  not  have  expected  to  remain  in  the  office  but  a  month.  He  would  be 
sure  to  find  it  out,  and  I  should  be  expecting  my  detachment  at  any  moment. 

Q.  That  implies  that  Mr.  Trickey  would  have  the  power  at  headquarters  to  remove  you. 
Woald  he  appeal  to  General  Butler,  in  your  judgment  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  your  feeling  that  the  contractors  have  power  to  send  you  away  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
that  is  my  feeling. 

Q.  Mr.  Trickey  is  whose  friend — what  Congressman? — A.  Mr,  Cragin.  General  Butler 
was  going  to  have  me  out  of  that  office  on  the  clerk  question.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Plunkett 
was  a  very  dear  friend  of  his,  and  that  his  brother  desired  to  remain  here,  and,  said  he,  **  You 
have  turned  him  out,  and  I  will  turn  you  out."    That  is  the  amount  of  it. 

Q.  Well,  is  there  any  other  person  of  whom  you  have  bought  so  large  quantities  of  mate- 
rial— so  large  in  value — as  you  have  of  Mr.  Trickey  ? — A.  jfo,  sir. 

Q.  I  see  here  on  your  schedules,  *'  The  Atlantic  Works,  for  machinery,"  four  large  bills, 
ranging  pretty  nearly  $14,000;  what  was  that  for? — A.  Those  were  payments  that  were 
made  for  machinery.   It  was  for  the  steam-sloops  that  they  were  building. 

Q.  That  was  probably  under  a  contract  ? — A.  That  was  under  a  contract.  The  bills  would 
come  to  me  for  payment.  They  would  send  me  the  money  with  the  bill.  The  bill  would  be 
marked  '*  Payable  by  paymaster  at  Boston,"  and  I  would  receive  draft  from  the  Treasury  for 
the  amount,  and  I  would  pay  it. 

Q.  So  you  were  a  mere  conduit  through  which  the  money  passed  from  the  Department  to 
the  contractor  ? — A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  Here  is  an  entry  that  A.  D.  Wilds  was  paid  for  hemp  $.32,000  and  over.— A.r  That  was 
a  bureau  purchase. 

Q.  That  was  something  over  which  you  had  no  discretion? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Here  is  an  entry  showing  that  Charles  Brewer  &  Company  were  paid  for  coal  $6,000. 
—A.  That  was  a  bureau  purchase. 

Q.  Was  it  one  of  those  sealed  bids  ? — A.  I  donH  know.  The  contractor  might  ask  to 
hare  his  bill  payable  anywhere. 

Q.  Here  are  two  bills  of  H.  M.  McDonald  for  bunting. — A.  That  is  largely  a  bureau  pur- 
chase. They  have  had  a  contract  for  bunting,  and  then  I  have  made  purchases.  Tneir 
requisitions  come  to  me  for  bunting,  and  I  should  send  it  over.  The  United  States  Bunting 
Company  knows  just  what  the  yard  wants,  and  their  prices. 

Q.  Is  that  General  Butler's  company  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  the  only  one  in  the  United  States  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  General  Butler  is  interested  in  it. 
They  make  very  nice  flags,  and  they  were  tested  here  at  the  yard  with  the  English  bunting, 
hj  letting  two  flagfs,  one  of  each  manufacture,  blow  in  the  wind  until  they  were  worn  out, 
and  the  English  one  was  worn  out  first.  Those  are  very  nice  flags.  If  a  requisition  came 
for  a  few  flags  I  should  send  it  there. 

Q.  Yon  are  satisfied  that  you  would  get  that  bunting  as  chenp  as  the  foreign  bunting  ? — 
A  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Is  anybody  paid  any  commissions  on  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Trickey  have  anything  to  do  with  that?— A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Trickey  influence  your  purchases  in  any  other  goods  except  lumber  ? — ^A. 
No,  sir.    Mr.  Trickey  never  influenced  me  in  any  other  respect. 

Q.  Yon  don*t  know  that  he  follows  after  you  and  gets  commissions  on  what  you  do  pur- 
chase ?~A.  No,  sir ;  because  I  should  know  it  if  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  anybody  receives  any  commissions  on  any  other  purchases  you 
make  in  open  market  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Or  disconnts  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Qf  You  don't  get  any  i — A.  No,  sir ;  I  oever  have  received  a  cent  on  any  purchase  I 
have  made. 

Q.  Here  is  an  entry  of  sale  by  C.  F.  Austin  of  bakers*  bread.  What  is  that  ? — A.  He  is 
a  very  fine  dealer  here.  We  can  buy  cheaper  of  him.  He  has  better  preparations  for  baking 
it.    He  will  put  the  bread  in  cheaper  than  anybody  else. 

Q.  Here  is  an  entry  of  John  Miller  for  provender-H>pen  purchase.— A.  That  ia  open 
purchase  for  stuff  that  they  use  at  times.    It  is  for  feed  for  teams. 

Q.  I  notice  here  that  there  is  a  large  item  for  water — Mystic  water-board. — A«  That  is 
a  quarterly  bill  sent  to  me  for  payment.  I  have  the  water  furnished  the  yard,  and  they 
have  a  regular  price. 

Q.  Here  are  entries :  *'  Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  sewer-pipe,  $642  ;*'  *'  Gale  &. 
Co.,  cement,  $800.''    Do  you  buy  those  in  open  market  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  regular  dealers  from  whom  yon  purchase  those  things  ? — A.  In  some  cases 
I  send  to  a  good  hrst-class  dealer,  and  then,  frequently,  I  send  out  three  or  four  or  four  or 
five  bids. 

Q.  You  hire  an  office  of  Mr.  Trickev  ?— A.  The  office  is  hired.  .  He  has  leased  that  build- 
ing.   I  don't  know  how  long  he  has  bad  it. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  office  there  when  you  came  to  this  place  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  been 
there  a  long  time. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  contract  for  the  rent? — A.  No,  sir.  I  don't  know  who  made  that. 
It  is  $*^,000  a  year. 

Q.  How  much  room  do  you  have? — A.  Well,  I  have  three  rooms. 

Q.  Where  is  the  office  ? — A.  21  Kilby  street. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  a  fair  rent  ? — A.  Well,  I  should  think  that  was  a  fair 
rent.  It  is  close  to  State  street.  It  {s  up  one  flight.  That  contract,  I  think,  would  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  Who  rents  that  house — who  negotiates  for  the  rent  of  that  ?  You  say  you  don't  do 
it. — A.  I  presume  it  was  done  originally  by  the  Secretary  of  the  'Navy.  The  office  must 
have  been  there  ten  years.     I  don't  know  but  longer. 

Q.  Who  is  it  that  contracts  for  the  quarters  for  officers  when  they  have  quarters  on 
shore?  For  instance,  if  the  naval  board  waa  ordered  to  meet  in  Boston  for  some  pur- 
pose, whose  duty  would  it  be  to  contract  for  quarters  1 — A.  If  it  is  here  they  would  proba- 
oly  do  it  themselves.     They  would  not  come  to  me. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  firm  or  any  other  person  in  Boston  from  whom  you  feel  that  you 
are  bound  to  purchase  from  as  you  are  from  the  gentleman  whom  you  have  mentioned  to 
us  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  With  all  the  customers  you  purchase  from  you  do  not  feel  under  the  same  restraint  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  amount  of  your  purchases  are  comparatively  small  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  has  not 
been  much  business. 

Q.  Your  lumber-purchase  is  always  the  largest  every  year  t — A.  Well,  no,  sir.  The  lum- 
ber-purchase might  be  a  great  deal  larger. 

Q.  You  have  not  paid  for  all  the  lumber  purchased  in  this  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Hovif  do  they  pay  for  the  balance  of  itr— A.  There  are  large  quantities  of  oak  knees. 
Those  bills  that  I  have  brought  are  all  the  purchases  that  I  have  made,  in  fact.  There  are 
one  or  two  others  that  you  have  gut  in  that  I  did  not  pay.  Bills  are  sent  to  me  of  timber 
that  is  delivered  at  Portsmouth.  If  Mr.  Trickey  delivered  it  he  would' want  it  paid  here  ioi 
Boston. 


Boston,  March  24,  1876. 
William  J.  Keegan  swqrn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  You  made  application  to  get  on  this  yard  at  one  time  f— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  you  ? — A.  I  am  a  willow-worker  by  trade. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  a  soldier  f — A.  I  have  been  a  soldier  in  the  service  here  four 
years  and  a  day,  from  1861  to  1865. 

Q.  Were  you  wounded  in  the  warf— A.  No, sir;  except  that  I  got  the  trucks  of  a  long 
32  over  my  leflt  foot,  and  that  has  incapacitated  me  for  working  at  my  trade.  Coose* 
quently  I  had  to  apply  for  labor. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  apply  ? — A.  I  applied  at  the  construction  office,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed. Then  a  party  introduced  me  to  the  foreman  in  another  department,  and  I  g^t  employ- 
ment there,  in  the  steam-engineering  department. 

Q.  How  long  did  vou  work  there  7 — A.  I  have  been  working  there  off  and  on  for  the  last 
six  years,  I  should  think. 

Q.  Did  you  have  to  pay  anything  to  get  into  that  department  f— A.  I  bad  to  pay  $15. 

Q.  State  the  circumstances  attenaing  your  getting  on  the  yard. — A.  W^ell,  sir,  this  party. 
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Michael  H.  Quill,  introduced  nie  to  Mr.  William  H.  Chapmsn,  foreman  of  the  ship's  rang 
io  the  steam-engineer's  department.  I  was  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Chapman;  dia  not 
koow  the  man  wheu  I  was  introduced  to  him  ;  but  ibis  party,  Mr.  Quill,  was  intimately 
scquaioted  with  him.  He  came  into  the  yard,  thinking  tnat  Mr.  Chapman  might  perhaps 
inre  me  a  chance  to  work.  Howev^er,  we  met  him  here  at  the  dry-dock.  This  man  intro- 
dneed  me  to  him,  made  known  to  me  previous  to  him  speaking  to  him  that  this  was  he. 
This  man  stated  the  circumstances  to  Mr.  Chapman,  and  he  said,  '*  You  appear  to  be  a  man 
who  could  do  a  fair  day's  work,  smart-looking ;  however,  if  I  can  do  anything  for  you,  I 
will  notify  you  whatever  time  there  is  a  chance."  Weil,  the  foreifbon,  on  the  following 
Saturday,  this  Mr.  Quill  was  notified  by  Mr.  Chapman  to  tell  me  to  come  in  here  and  go  to 
work  in  the  steam^engineer's  department  at  1  o'clock  that  Saturday,  after  muster.  Well, 
tbeo,  Mr.  Quill  gave  me  to  understand  that  what  Mr.  Chapman  required  was  |I5  from  me. 
This  1 15  was  to  be  divided  among  three  engineers,  five  to  each,  in  the  department.  This  is 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Quill.  Consequently,  I  says  to  Mr.  Quill,  *  *  Well,"  says  I,  '*  Quill,  you 
bow  very  well  that  1  haven't  got  a  dollar ;  I  am  at  present  in  debt."  He  says,  *'  I  am 
aware  of  that,  aivd  I  told  Mr.  Chapman  so  ;  that  you  had  a  family ;  bad  been  out  of  work 
aod  in  debt."  I  says,  **  Very  well ;  I  CAu't  pay  him  that  until  after  the  lapse  of  some  time." 
Well,  at  this  time  they  paid  in  the  yard  once  a  month  ;  now,  they  pay  twice  a  month.  The 
first  payment  I  received,  there  was  ten  or  twelve  days  kept  back  that  I  didn't  receive ;  con-, 
sequently  I  had  a  very  small  amount  to  get,  and  I  couldn't  pay  this  money  to  Mr.  Chap- 
man. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Why  was  this  ten  or  twelve  days  kept  back  ? — A.  It  is  the  rule  of  the  VHrd  ;  it  is  doce 
with  every  man.  However,  Mr.  Chapman  felt  very  angry  with  me,  because  I  did  not  pay 
bim  this  $15.  \ 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  -. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Chapman  say  this  to  vou? — A.  Yes, sir;  this  he  told  me  himself.  When  he 
found  I  could  not  pay  him  this  $15,  he  became  very  angry,  and,  said  he,  **  I  am  not  going  to 
remain  out  of  this  money,"  said  he  ;  **  I  paid  this  money  out  of  my  own  pocket,  and  you 
will  have  to  pay  me."  I  says,  **  I  intend  to  pay  you,  but  my  circumstances  will  not  permit 
me  to  do  it  at  present."  I  gave  him  $5.  I  owed  in  the  store,  and  my  wife  was  anxious  to 
pay  there  whatever  she  could  ;  so  the  next  time  I  received  my  pay,  I  g^ve  him  another  $5 ; 
iHit  in  the  mean  time  be  goes  to  Mr.  Quill  and  demanded  of  him  to  pay  him  the  815,  telling 
bim  that  he  was  out  of  pocket  by  it  himself,  and  required  of  him  to  pay  it.  **  Why/'  says 
this  man,  ^  Mr.  Chapman,  don't  be  alarmed  ;  Keegan  will  pay  you ;  give  him  a  chance ; 
the  man  is  honest."  Very  well ;  when  there  was  an  opportunity  for  me  to  pay  bim  the  re- 
maining amount,  I  paid  him.  Well,  since  that  time  I  gave  him  more  money ;  but  what  I 
gave  him  after  that  ne  did  not  exact  or  require  from  me.    I  ga^e  it  to  him  through  advice; 

Q.  How  much  did  you  give  him  f — A.  I  gave  him  about  f  15  besides,  making  $30  in  all. 

Q.  By  whose  advice  ? — A.  Well,  my  wife  s  advice,  and  some  other  parties.  I  got  into 
tronble  be^e. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  parties  ? — A.  Friends  of  mine,  inside  and  outside  of  the  yard.  I 
got  into  trouble  with  a  man  who  was  working  with  me. 

Q.  Name  some  of  those  men. — A.  There  are  none  of  them  here  now. 

Q.  Are  any  of  those  men  living  in  Charlestown  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Where  are  they  living  t— A.  I  can't  tell. 

By  Mr.  MILLS : 

Q.  Why  did  they  want  you  to  pay  any  more  ? — A.  I  am  about  to  state  the  reason.  This 
pvtr  was  working  with  me,  and  he  ran  awav  with  the  idea,  because  that  he  had  been  in  the 
yard  a  number  of  years,  be  should  be  my  **  boss."  Well,  the  man  was  receiving  no  more 
pay  than  I  was  receiving  at  the  time,  and  he  got  to  abusing  me,  setting  me  work  to  do,  and 
lasiatiag  that  I  should  do  this,  that,  and  the  other;  so  I  spoke  to  him  about  it,  and  then  he 
eommenoed  abusing  me,  and  called  me  a  son  of  a  bitch.  So  I  told  him,  **  If  you  call  me  that 
igsin,  I  will  strike  you."  He  did.  I  was  working  in  the  crank-pit  at  the  time,  and  I 
jiuiped  out  of  the  crank-pit'— the  man  was  a  heavier  man  than  me,  tiiid  I  judged  from  that 
it  was  bis  intention  to  brow-beat  me,  thinking  I  was  afraid  of  him.  I  struck  bidi,  and  then 
I  wanted  him  to  fight.  I  did  not  want  him  to  submit  to  my  striking  him  without  getting 
•atitfaction.  Then  he  went  and  rM>orted  me,  and  I  was  advised,  thioi^  that,  to  give  Cbap- 
msn  more  money,  so  that  he  would  work  for  me.  I  was  not  discharge  on  aecouiit  of  it.  I 
was  notified  to  come  down  to  the  ofSce  the  next  day  to  answer  this  charge  which  had  been 
broaght  against  me,  and  did,  and  so  I  was  told  to  go  back  to  my  work.  Since  then  I  have 
had  every  reason  to  expoee  Mr.  Chapman's  doings.  There  are  men  who  have  been  working 
in  the  department  not  at  all  deserving  the  wages  they  have  been  receiving.  I  have  been 
recommended  to  him  for  more  pay,  but  I  never  could  g^t  it. 

Q<  la  Mr.  Chapman  here  now  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  the  only  foreman  that  is  kept  in  the 
deMftment  now.    The  rest  are  all  suspended. 

Q-  He  is  foreman  of  what  f — A.  He  is  foreman  of  the  ship-gang.    There  are  two  ma- 
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cbinists  receiving  $3.26  a  day  who  are  doing  what  I  did  myself  for  $2 — two  first-class  ma- 
chinists taking  away  ashes  and  stuff  from  those  i»bips  that  are  lying  moored  here. 

Q.  Is  that  all  they  do  ?— A.  That  is  all  they  do.     I  am  not  the  only  one  that  knows  it. 
That  is  his  doings. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  abuses  in  the  yard  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  party  by  the 
name  of  Kichard  Gayton,  whom  Mr.  Chapman  has  kept  in  here.  The  first  part  of  the  war, 
when  the  draft  came  on»  he  cleared  out  and  went  to  Chicago.  He  was  written  to  to  come  back 
into  the  yard  when  the  thing  passed  over  and  there  was  uo  danger  of  his  being  forced  ipto 
the  Army,  and  he  came  back,  and  Mr.  Chapman  has  kept  that  man  here  right  straight  along, 
when  other  men  have  been  ordered  out.  I  have  accused  Mr.  Chapman  of  this  aud  remon- 
strated  with  him  i^bout  it. 

Q.  What  does  that  man  get  ? — A.  Two  dollars  a  day. 

Q.  What  does  he  do  ? — A.  He  works  as  a  laborer  in  the  gangs  at  times,  and  other  times 
he  takes  ashes  away  from  those  stoves. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  abuses  besides  that  f — A.  I  know  a  great  deal,  but  I  don't 
suppose  it  would  be  very  necessarv  for  me  to  state.  I  have  beard  of  others  who  have  paid 
Mr.  Chapman.  The  thing  is,  I  have  not  seen  them  pay  the  money.  There  is  a  man  on 
board  the  receiving-ship  named  John  Hollywood.  He  is  boatswain's  mate  on  board  the 
Wabash. 

Q.  What  did  he  pay  ? — A.  He  told  a  party  that  he  had  paid  money  to  Mr.  Chapman.  I 
remember  the  time  well  when  he  took  him  in.     I  don't  know  the  amount  he  paid. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  he  tell  vou  that  he  bad  paid  Mr.  Chapman  any  money  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  tell  f — A.  A  party  now  in  the  seevice. 

Q.  Who  is  the  party  f — A.  His  name  is  William  Wells. 

Q.  Is  he  in  the  yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  her — A.  He  is  on  Vhis  last  vessel  that  went  out  here,  the  Vandalia. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  ? — A.  There  is  another  little  matter.  Here,  about  four  years 
ago,  the  time-keeper  came  round  aboard  those  ships  where  the  gangs  were  working,  to  find 
out,  from  those  men,  who  were  citizens,  who  were  natives,  and  who  had  been  in  the  service, 
and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cornelius  Suili van  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the  service.  When 
asked  what  branch,  he  said  in  the  Army.  He  was  asked  what  regiment,  and  he  said  a 
Pennsylvania  regiment.  I  was  in  the  gang  at  the  time  present  When  he  was  asked  the 
colonel's  name,  be  couldn't  tell ;  he  had  forgotten.  He  was  asked  the  name  of  the  captain 
of  the  company,  and  he  had  forgotten  his  name ;  he  was  asked  the  letter  of  the  company,  and 
he  couldn't  answer.  Consequently  he  was  notified  to  come  up  to  the  office,  and  they  took  a 
description  of  him  there,  and  sent  this  description  on  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  made 
inqninr  whether  such  a  man  had  served  in  this  regiment,  and  they  received  back  answer  to 
the  effect  that  no  such  man  had  served  in  that  regiment  Then  ne  was  sent  for,  and  dis- 
charged, but  Mr.  Chapman  worked  that  man  in  again,  after  he  had  been  out  a  little  time. 


Boston,  March  24,  1876. 
Daniel  A.  Story  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  What  are  you  doin^  f — Answer.  I  am  deputy  surveyor  of  lumber. 

Q.  Where? — A.  Boston  district. 

Q.  Not  in  the  navy-yard  ?— A.  Not  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  measure  any  lumber  for  Mr.  McKay  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  measure  any  lumber  that  the  Government  furnished  him  for  building  the 
Adams  7 — A.  I  measured  some  lumber  after  she  was  done,  belonging  to  the  Government 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  whom  that  lumber  belonged  f — A.  I  always  keep  a  record  of  what  I  do, 
and  I  think  it  was  some  that  was  left  after  the  vessel  was  done — white  oak. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  there  was  7 — A.  I  don't  know  exactly ;  I  should  say  in  the 
vicinity  of  forty  tons  of  white  oak. 

Q.  Did  you  measure  any  live-oak  that  was  left  7— A.  Not  a  stick. 

Q.  Did  you  measure  any  pine  plank,  or  pine  timber  f — A.  Not  a  piece. 

Q.  Nothing  but  white  oak  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  only  that,  at  that  time. 

Q.  That  was  after  the  vessel  was  done  f — A.  That  was  after  the  vessel  was  done ;  I  think 
about  the  time  he  was  moving  his  lumber. 

Q.  Was  that  lumber  that  the  Government  furnished  him  to  build  the  vessel? — A.  I  don't 
know  about  that.    I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  lumber  came  from  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Trickey  ? — A.  Trickey  &  Jewett,  I  believe  they  called  them. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  be  called  upon  to  measure  it  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  don't  know.    I 
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went  down  street  one  morning  and  he  inqnired^for  me,  and  I  went  over  to  see  him ;  I 
didn't  know  what  he  wanted,  and  he  said  be  wanted  me  to  snryey  it. 

Q.  Did  be  tell  you  wbat  lumber  it  was  ? — A.  Of  course  I  recorded  it  on  my  bill.  I  made 
a  bill  and  a  duplicate  for  him,  and  then  a  duplicate  to  the  surveyor-general,  and  recorded  it 
mjself. 

Q.  Would  your  bill  show  what  lumber  it  was  f — A.  Exactly ;  it  would  show  what  I  was 
told  about  it  and  the  record  I  ^ve  of  it — all  that  I  knew  about  it. 

Q.  Was  that  lumber  marked  in  any  way,  the  number  of  feet  **  registered,"  as  they  call 
it,  with  tbe  navy-yard  mark  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  any  ;  all  the  marks,  as  nigh  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, were  the  r^ -chalk  marks  that  are  usually  on  lumber  they  send  on. 

Q.  Conld  the  marks  put  on  it  by  the  Navy  Department  be  easily  destroyed  ? — A.  If  they 
were  pnt  on  the  end  of  tbe  stick,  they  could. 

Q.  How  do  they  put  the  marks  on  ;  are  they  painted  on  or  punched  out  ? — A.  I  donH 
know  mnch  about  Government  lumber ;  I  have  surveyed  some  that  was  ''  sealed,''  cut  in,  I 
think,  with  a  gouge,  on  the  end. 

Q,  That  could  be  cut  out  again  7 — A.  Of  course  it  could. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  was  building  any  other  vessels  besides  the  Govem- 
ment  sloops  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  any  other  vessel  there  building  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  was  ship-timber? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  Mr.  McKay  said  that  that  was  lumber  that  was  left  over 
from  building  those  vessels  7 — A.  No ;  I  don't.  Whatever  was  told  me  is  on  my  survey 
bill,  and  it  is  recorded  in  my  own  book. 

Q.  Can  you  get  that  and  show  it  to  us  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  lumber  belooging  to  this  navy-yard  outside  of  this  yard  f — A.  I 
don't  know  anything  about  the  navy-yard  lumber,  except  that  there  is  lumber  over  at  East 
Boston  that  is  always  said  to  have  come  from  the  oavy-yard  ;  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  What  sort  of  lumber  is  it  f — A.  Pine  lumber. 

Q.  How  much  is  there  of  itt — A.  That  I  can't  tell  you;  I  never  took  particular  notice. 
Mr.  McKay,  as  I  understood,  had  lumber  stored  at  Jones's  wharf*  over  there  in  the  building. . 

Q.  Has  any  of  that  lumber  been  sold  since  it  has  been  stowed  there  f — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  survey  that  lumber,  too  t— A.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Q.  You  say  there  is  as  much  as  40,000  or  50,000  feet  there  now  ? — A.  That  I  can't  say. 
I  ibonld  think  there  had  been  more  than  that. 

Q.  What  causes  you  to  think  so  f — A.  Because  I  saw  it  come,  and  I  saw  it  as  it  was 
piled  in  the  building. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  come  in  frequently  7 — A.  I  don't  know  how  long  it  was  coming  there ; 
probably,  if  I  recollect  right — it  was  a  year  ago  last  summer — I  shoura  say  it  came  for  three 
or  foar  weeks. 

Q.  Every  day  t — A.  I  don't  know  about  every  day ;  I  wasn't  there  every  day ;  I  was  at 
other  places. 

Q.  Was  that  after  the  Adams  and  Essex  were  built  f — A.  That  was  before. 

Q.  Was  any  of  that  lumber,  so  far  as  you  know,  worked  into  the  Adams  or  the  Essex? — A. 
I  suppose  it  was ;  it  went  out,  and  I  suppose  it  was  used  for  finishing  that  boat. 

Q.  How  much  is  your  estimate  of  what  has  been  carried  there  T — A.  What  I  should  say 
would  perhaps  be  no  good  for  anybody  to  go  by,  but  from  recollection,  I  should  say,  if  a 
person  asked  me  to  say  how  much  had  gone  from  there,  CO, 000  feet  of  pine,  at  least;  per- 
haps I  may  he  wrong. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  live-oak  anywhere  in  the  city  outside  of  this  yard  ? 
Do  yon  know  anything  about  Curtis  &,  Tilden's  yard  f — A.  I  know  where  there  is  one 
piece. 

Q.  Where  is  it  ?— At  P.  S.  &  J.  B.  Bucking's  yard,  in  East  Boston,  there  is  one  piece;  I 
saw  it  there  this  morning. 

Q.  How  large  a  piece  is  it  ? — A.  It  is  a  small  piece,  8  or  10  feet  long,  with  an  arm  per- 
haps 4  or  5  feet  long,  and  perhaps  that  thickness.   [Indicating  about  18  inches.  ] 

Q.  Do  they  deal  in  ship-timber  ? — ^A.  They  deal  in  ship-stock. 

^.  Live-oak  7 — A.  Not  live-oak  ;  white  oak  and  hard  pine. 

Q.  What  is  the  usual  price  for  live-oak  timber  here,  take  the  three  grades  ?— -A.  I  don't 
know  about  that,  for  live-oak  is  not  used  much. 

Q-  Well,  what  is  the  price  of  white  oak  f— A.  It  is  according  to  what  it  is  ;  the  price  is 
▼e  7  much  depressed  now. 

Q.  What  was  it  six  or  twelve  months  ago  per  thousand  feet,  for  the  best  quality  white- 
oak  timber,  lone  pieces,  12  inches  square,  say  30  or  40  feet  long,  such  as  they  use  for  ship- 
hnilding  T— -A.  It  varies  according  to  what  it  is.  You  take  a  stick  for  a  keel-piece,  and 
P^hly  it  was  worth,  six  months  ago,  I  should  say,  at  retail  $65  or  ^0  a  thousand. 

Q.  Well,  what  would  inferior  be  worth  T — A.  Inferior,  not*much  more  than  half-price. 

Q.  $30  or  $35  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  hard-pine  plank  worth  ? — A.  Six  or  twelve  months  ago,  white  pine  was 
wwth  by  the  cargo,  good  stock  $30  and  some, over,  board-measure. 

Q.  What  would  inferior  be  worth  7 — A.  I  am  not  a  dealer  in  lumber,  but,  as  far  as  my  im- 
pression goes,  it  is  ab  mt  two-thirds  price. 
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By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  jou  heard  any  reports  that  any  of  this  timber  that  yoa  saw  goin^  out  went  to 
any  other  place  except  to  the  ship  7 — A.  I  don*t  know  as  I  recollect  of  ever  bearing  that  it 
went  to  anybody  else.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Peterson,  of  the  firm  of  Manson  &  Peterson,  come 
there  and  get  lumber. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  ?— A.  They  did  the  joiner- work  for  that  vessel.  I  don*t  know  that 
I  ever  heard  it  went  anywhere  else. 

Q.  You  never  saw  any  one  else  go  and  get  any  7 — A.  No,  sir. 


Boston,  March  24,  1876, 
Brown  ELL  Granger  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  this  navy-yard  ?— Answer.  Civil  engineer. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  it  ? — A.  I  was  appointed  in  July,  1874,  and  was  ordered  her© 
September  21,  of  that  year. 

Q.  As  a  civil  engineer  in  this  yard,  what  duties  do  you  perform  7 — A.  I  have  the  oare  of 
the  repairs  of  buildings  in  the  yard,  the  erection  of  all  buildings,  of  whatever  kind,  charge 
of  the  wharves  and  docks,  sewerage,  gas,  and  water — everything  appertaning  to  the  office 
of  civil  engineer. 

Q.  Have  you  special  charge  of  any  lumber  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  the  duty  of  receiving  and  inspecting  any  lumber  devolve  upon  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  department  7 — A.  In  the  department  of  yards  and  docks. 

Q.  Have  you.  since  you  have  been  in  the  office,  received  any  timber  for  that  purpose  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  contractors  who  furnished  itf — ^A.  I  have  received  nothing  by  contract. 

Q.  You  have  received  it  by  open  purchase  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  lumber  ? — A.  It  has  been  timber,  mostly — that  is,  buildinf-timber,  wharf- 
timber.  When  I  came  here,  there  was  a  wharf  in  process  of  repair,  called  the  '*  Ohio 
Landing,**  for  which  contracts  had  been  made  and  given  out  before  I  came.  A  pari  of  the 
timber  that  came  in  was  for  wharf-timber.  Then,  I  have  received  a  small  quantity  of  boards 
and  planks,  suitable  for  houses  and  walks. 

Q.  From  whom  have  you  bought  that? — A.  It  has  been  purchased,  I  think,  from  Mr. 
Trickey. 

Q.  How  much  in  quantity  7~A.  I  don't  think  over  60,000  or  70,000  feet  in  all.  Up  to 
October  I ,  last,  it  was  57,000  feet  only. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  since  7 — A.  I  may  have  received,  perhaps,  15,000  or 20, OOO 
feet. 

Q.  From  whom  7— A.  From  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Where  was  the  purchase  of  this  lumber  made,  or  where  was  the  agreement  made  7— A. 
I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  price  paid  for  itf — A.  It  is  on  my  book,  which  I  can  show.  [Book 
produced.] 

Q.  Who  surveyed  this  lumber  ? — A.  The  man  in  charge  of  the  timber-shed. 

Q.  Who  is  it?— A.  Mr.  Averill. 

Q.  Was  this  paid  for  upon  your  survey  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  tne  price  paid  for  spruce  plank,  of  which  it  appears  you  have 
had  42,000  feet  7— A.  I  paid  for  spruce  plank  at  that  time  ^. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  What  was  it ;  random  stuff  of  different  lengths  7— A.    No ;  it  was  dimension  tim- 
ber. 
Q.  You  mean  12,  14,  16,  or  18  feet  long?— A.  Yes,  sir;  spruce  boards,  one  inch  thick. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Will  you  give  now,  as  you  find  it  entered  upon  /our  book,  the  diffiBrent  amounts  of 
lumber  received  by  youf — A.  As  J  said  before,  part  of  the  lumber  that  was  contracted  for 
before  I  came  here  came  in  afterward. 

Q.  How  much  came  afterward  f    You  surveyed  that,  didnU  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Turn  to  that  and  see  how  much  you  received  after  you  came  here  7 — A.  I  find  an- 
other entry  here  in  December  of ''  Lumber."  I  cannot  tell  exactly  when  that  commenced 
coming  in. 

Q.  Begin  where  you  commenced.  What  is  the  first  receipt  of  lumber  after  you  came  t~ 
A.  The  nnt  receipt  of  lumber  after  I  came  was,  October  3],  143,000  feet  white  pine,  10-inch, 
squared.  That  must  have  been  some  of  the  wharf-timber.  That  was  Arom  Trickey  & 
Jewett,  at  $30  for  the  10-inch  and  $40  for  the  14-inch.  That  was  good,  clear  timber;  the 
boards  were  about  16  feet  long,  I  think.  The  next  item  is  **  Trickey  &  Jewett,"  on  the 
17th  of  November,  **  10,000  feet  of  spruce  boards,  1-inch." 
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By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Was  that  random  lenj^tbs  or  all  squared,  the  same  as  western  pine  lumber  comes? — 
^.  It  was  all  squared  lumber. 

Q.  What  I  mean  by  random  lengths  is  one  board  14  feet  long  and  another  16,  and  another 
17.~A.  It  was  eastern  lumber,     i  think  it  was  all  about  l*2*feet  lumber. 

Q.  Did  jou  ever  see  any  spruce  that  came  from  the  East  into  this  market  that  was  cut  in 
this  war ;  do  jou  unilerstana  lumber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  a  cargo  of  spruce  lumber  c<>me  hero  that  was  what  we  call  dimension 
luuber?  Wasn't  it  always  random  lengths  ?  If  you  have  a  cargo  come,  are  there  not 
some  1'2-feet  board:),  some  Hj  and  some  J7? — A.  Yes,  sir;  unless  you  call  for  dimension 
lumber. 

Q.  Does  that  say  dimension  lumber? — A.  No,  sir;  but  in  our  requisition  we  always 
eilled  for  rVmiension  lumber. 

Bj  Mr  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  receiving  lumber  at  all  of  random  lengths  since  you  have  been 
here?— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  paid  for  it  ? — A.  $22.50. 

Q.  When  was  that?— A.   The  17th  of  November,  1874. 

Q.  What  sort  of  lumber  was  it?— A.  It  was  1-incb  spruce. 

(}.  Good  quality,  or  bad  ? — A.  Good  quality. 

Q.  How  wide  would  it  average;  was  it  floor-boards  or  wall-boards? — A.  It  was  used 
for  floor-boards  in  general  repairs. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  that  of? — A.  Trickey  &  Jewett. 

Q.  What  is  the  next  item  ? — A.  At  the  same  4ime  7,000  feet  pine  IC-Inch.  That  was 
$34.50. 

Q.  Who  furnished  that  T — A.  Trickey  &  Jewett. 

Q.  W^ho  purchased  it? — A.  Paymaster  Abbott,  in  Boston. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  long  was  that? — A.  That  was,  I  think,  16  feet.    We  used  it  for  wharf  timber. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  the  next  item  ? — A.  Forty-seven  thousand  feet  of  J  4-inch. 

Q.  For  that  same  work? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  $40  a  thousand. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  get  that  t — A.  Trickey  &  Jewett. 

Q.  Was  this  eastern  or  western  lumber  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  I  think  it  was 
eastern. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  about  the  same  lengths  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  the  required  length  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  this  for  7 — A.  This  was  furnished  by  contract,  and  was  timber  that  came  in 
for  the  wharf;  estimates  were  made  and  dimension  timber  required. 

Q.  And  they  furnished  the  timber  according  to  the  dimensions,  you  understand  f — A.  Yes. 
sir.    The  next  item  I  find  is  July  1,  1874,  11, 000  feet  spruce  plank,  2-inch,  $23. 

Q.  What  length  ? — A.  There  is  no  length  given  here.  Twenty-three  thousand  feet  of 
3-iDcb,  at  the  same  price,  $2.3,  and  24,000  feet  of  white  pine,  4-inch,  at  $40. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Was  that  eastern  or  western  ? — A.  That  was  eastern. 

Q.  Didn't  you  think  that  was  a  large  price  for  plank  to  cover  a  wharf  with;  was  that 
what  we  call  dimension  stuff,  cut  to  length  ? — A  Yes,  sir ;  I  didn't  understand  the  price  of 
t'uLt  Inmber  was  anything  out  of  the  way  when  it  came,  though  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  price. 

Q-  Was  that  free  from  sap  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  good  lumber,  I  call  it. 

Q.  Was  there  no  sap  in  it,  if  it  was  eastern  lumber  f — A.  I  don*t  remember  seeing  any 
thai  should  cause  me  to  reject  it. 

Q-  Didn't  you  see  sap  in  the  corners  for  an  inch  and  a  half;  wasn't  that  the  way  it 
waat-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  that  you  could  buy  that  lumber  f'^r  $20  or  $22  ? — A.  As  I  under- 
stand, this  was  a  contract  given  out  by  the  bureau  before  I  came. 

Q.  Had  yon  any  specifications  or  papers  to  go  by  in  receiving  this  plank  ;  did  you  go 
by  them  in  inspecting  the  timber? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  it  my  business.  I  have  my  fore- 
n»an  joiner  inspect  it  all, 

Q.  Bat  not  in  regard  to  price  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  re^rd  to  price,  for  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  price.  The  next  I  bought  was  August  12,  1875,  3,0J0  feet  white-oak  planks,  4- 
inch,  16  to  18  feet  long. 

Q.  VVhat  was  that  for  ? — A.  That  was  ftr  walks,  and  general  use  in  the  yard — general  re- 

Q.  What  did  you  give  a  thousand  for  that  t— A.  $60. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  buy  it  ? — A.  That  was  bought  of  Mr.  Trickey.  That  was  a  reqoi- 
•itioQ  that  I  made  for  repairs  in  the  yard. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 12 
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Q.  Who  made  that  contract  7 — A.  The  paymaster  in  Boston. 

Q.  Did  joa  have  anything  to  do  with  fixing  the  price  ? — A.  Nothing*,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  price  is  high  or  low  ? — A.  I  generally  know  the  price     «/ 
things,  and  I  have  generally  considered  them  to  have  been  fair  prices,  as  fiar  as  I  knew. 

Q.  Were  they  such  prices  as  an  individual  would  have  to  pay  for  the  same  lumber? — A. 
I  cannot  say  that.    I  thought  they  were  fair  market-prices. 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  that  an  individual,  having  the  money  in  his  hands,  could  go  out  and 
buy  it  much  cheaper  7 — ^A.  He  possibly  might.    I  don't  know,  sir.     There  is  another  Itein 
on  the  same  bill  of  3,000  feet  white-oak  plauk,  2  inches  thick,  same  price,^^0.    Also  5,0U0 
feet  white-oak  boards,  16  to  18  inches  wide,  $60. 

Q,  What  were  those  for  7 — A.  Those  were  for  general  repairs. 

Q.  What  can  you  do  with  white-oak  boards  1 — A.  Well,  we  make  wagon-bodies  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  make  your  wagon-bodies  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  make  all  our  carts  and 
wagons  here,  and  everything  of  that  kind.  **  J, 000  feet  black  walnut,  1  inch  thick,  |75." 
This  was  No.  1  joist. 

Q.  What  size  joist  ? — A.  I  have  not  got  the  sizes  here. 

Q.  What  WHS  that  required  for  ? — A.  For  repairs  of  furniture. 

Q.  Did  it  ^0  into  the  cabinet-shop  ? — A.  No  ;  it  didn't  go  into  the  cabinet-shop  until  we 
took  it  out  ot  our  shed.    It  goes  into  the  shed  from  which  we  draw. 

Q.  Of  whom  did  you  buy  that  f — A.  Of  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  get  any  lumber  from  anybody  else  except  Mr.  Trickey  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
don't  remember  any  other  person  except  Mr.  Trickey,  since  I  have  been  here.  •*  1,000  feet 
black-walnut  plank,  2  inch,"  at  the  same  price.  '*  1,000  feet  black- walnut  plank,  4  inch,'* 
at  the  same  price.  *' 2,000  feet  black-walnut  boards,"  at  the  same  price.  Here  are  "  1,000 
feet  of  spruce  plank  at  $'i'S,'^  and  '*  J66,000  shingles,  at  $6  a  thousand,"  October  S. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  kind  of  shingles? — A.  They  are  cedar  shingles,  sawed.  These  were  shingles  for 
repairing  the  house.  November  9,  there  was  19,987  feet  of  pine  plank,  4-inch,  from  Mr. 
Trickey,  at  $30. 

Q.  What  was  that  plauk  for  ? — A.  For  floors. 

Q.  In  what  place  ? — A.  In  our  spar-shed.     We  are  at  work  on  it  now. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  How  long  were  those  planks  ? — A.  I  haven't  the  lengths  of  them  here. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  lumber  on  your  book  that  you  received  7 — A.  There  is  "25,000  feet 
white-pine  timber,  6  inches  square,  November  1  J,  1875."  That  was  purchased  for  repsiriQK 
this  wharf  and  the  Wabash. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  did  you  give  for  that  timber  7— A.  $34.50. 

Q.  Do  you  think  tnat  is  a  fair  pnce  ?  Don't  you  think  you  could  go  out  into  the  market 
and  buy  it  cheaper  than  that  f — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  :  ' 

Q.  Your  paymaster  has  bought  all  that  on  your  requisition  ? — A.  I  make  a  requisitioQ. 
and  it  goes  to  the  commandant's  ofBce  and  then  to  Washington,  and  is  sent  back  approved, 
and  goes  to  the  paymaster,  who  purchases  the  article  and  sends  it  to  us. 

Q.  It  is  random  lengths,  isn't  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  you  a  questiou.  As  an  inspector  of  lumber,  supposed  to  bare 
some  knowledge  as  to  its  quality  and  value,  do  you  not  believe  that  the  lumber  yon  ha^ 
named  there  might  have  oeen  bought  in  the  open  market,  by  a  person  seeking  to  get  tbo 
lumber  at  the  lowest  price,  for  a  great  deal  less  than  the  prices,  there  named — 25  orSOp^ 
cent,  less  7  If  yon  had  been  intrusted  with  the  purchase  of  it,  would  you  not  have  beeo 
able  to  go  among  the  dealers  here  and  purchase  it  for  a  less  price,  in  your  judgment  ^-^ 
A.  No,  sir ;  not  any  that  I  have  purchased  since  I  have  been  here.  I  generally  take  ^ 
price  from  the  price-curreUt. 

Q.  Who  fixes  the  price  ? — A.  The  bureau  at  Washington  ;  no,  they  simply  approve  it- 
When  I  make  a  requisition  for  any  lumber,  I  look  to  see  what  the  quotations  are,  and  p°^ 
them  on  the  requisition.  That  goes  to  Washington  and  comes  back.  They  have  soflt^ 
times  said  they  could  not  buy  it  lor  that:  that  the  price  had  gone  up  since  those  quotations 
were  made. 

Q.  How  happens  it  that  only  Mr.  Trickey  gets  these  contracts  7 — A.  Indeed,  sir,  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  what  relation  Mr.  Trickey  has  to  this  yard  7  Has  he  any  righti^r 
power  here  that  any  other  individual  outside  of  this  yard  ought  not  to  enjoy  f — A.  Not  tba^ 
I  know  of.  . 

<(^.  How  happens  he  to  be  the  only  man  who  has  furnished  lumber  here  through  a  period 
of  eighteen  months  to  your  depaitment  7 — A.  I  don't  know. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Before  you  make  a  requtsitioD,  don't  you  talk  with  him  about  it  ?— A".  I  don't  think  I 

erer  made  a  requisition  for  lumber  that  I  talked  with  him  about. 
Q.  Does  he  come  to  yon  about  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever,  told  him  you  were  gfoing  to  make  a  requisition  t — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Don't  you  think  he  has  known  beforehand  of  every  requisition  you  ever  made  T — A.  I 

think  he  miglit  have  known  af^er  the  requisition  was  made. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  making  any  gift  to  anybody  connected  with  the  yard  ? — A.  No, 

lir. 
Q.  Or  to  any  member  of  the  family  of  any  officer  of  the  yard  T — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  How  do  yon  suppose  Mr.  Trick ey  can  know  that  you  made  a  requisition  ? — A.   Well, 

lir,  I  have  maae  a  requisition  for  stores  here,  and  in  an  hour  or  two  after  the  requisition 

went  to  the  commandant's  office — it  would  seem  as  if  it  was  as  soon  as  it  could  get  there — 

I  would  have  men  come  in  and  want  to  know  about  those  goods. 

Q.  What  men  ? — A.  Men  who  wanted  to  bid  for  them  or  purchase  them  for  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  remarked  to  my  clerk,  **How  in  the  world  do  people  know  when  a  requisi- 
tion is  made  T " 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  your  clerk  communicates  the  fact  to  anybody  ?— A.  I  am  con- 
fident he  does  not.     I  do  not  speak  of  any  particular  requisition. 

Q  How  happens  it,  when  there  are  so  many  people  here  all  desirous  of  furnishing  lum- 
ber, that  Mr.  Trickey  is  always  successful  in  getting  it? — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  this  yard  a  close  corporation,  in  which  only  a  few  men  have  a  right 
to  interfere? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  effort  yourself  to  bring  about  competition  in  these  purchases 
of  hmber  or  materials  ? — A.  I  have  always  selected  the  materials  that  I  have  bought  with 
care,  or  bad  them  selected  by  my  foreman. 

Q.  Have  yon  ^er  yonrself  made  purchases  of  any  kind  of  goods  in  open  market  where 
TOO  had  the  right  both  to  select  the  article  and  determine  its  price  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  goods? — A.  Well,  tools,  hardware, and  tne  like  of  that. 

Q.  Of  whom  have  you  made  those  purchases  ? — A.  I  have  made  them  of  the  regular 
dealers  in  Boston. 

Q.  Name  some  of  them. — A.  Well,  the  hardware  from  Wilkinson  &  Co. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  buy  of  them f— A.  I  never  bought  of  them  but  once,  and  then  I 
•elected  them  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the  goods,  although  I  think  another  firm  had  the 
order.    That  was  the  largest  amount  I  ever  bought. 

Q.  How  much  was  that  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  now.  It  was  perhaps  9*2,000  worth  that  I 
boQ^bt  It  was  some  surplus  funds  that  we  had  at  the  close  of  last  year  that  we  should 
have  tamed  into  the  Treasury.  I  made  a  requisition  for  those  tools  and  made  the  purchases 
myself.    That  is,  1  selected  them  and  they  were  bought  on  that  selection. 

Q.  At  the  price  for  which  you  agreed  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  order  ? — A.  I  made  a  regular  requisition  for  those  tools,  and  sent  it 
the  same  as  any  requisition  to  Washington.  It  was  approved,  came  back,  and  I  selected 
this  property. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  go  from  this  subject  to  another.  When  you  took  possession  of  your 
department  yen  had  more  or  less  lumber  placed  in  your  charge  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  claim  at  any  time  that  you  bad  not  the  quantity  of  lumber  borne 
vpon  your  books  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  that  claim  first  made  ?^  A.  It  was  first  made  by  mvself,  after  I  had  been 
here  a  abort  time.  I  was  told  that  I  would  not  find  the  amount  of  lumber  that  my  books 
ealledfor. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  f — A.  I  think  the  commodore,  for  one,  and  my  foreman  advised  me 
it  was  not  here,  and  my  clerk. 

Q-  Upon  what  evidence  did  they  make  that  declaration  ? — A.  Upon  evidence  of  their  own 
eyes ;  what  they  had  seen  done  before  I  came  here. 

Q.  What  did  they  sav  or  claim  they  had  seen  done  ? — A.  They  said  they  knew  that  a 
great  deal  of  Inmber  had  been  used  that  had  ndver  been  receipted  for. 

Q.  This  is  partly  hearsay ;  but  I  want  it  as  specific  as  you  can  give  it.  We  will  treat  it 
u  bearaay;  but  as  a  means  of  getting  at  other  information,  I  want  you  should  be  as  spe- 
^fie  as  pcnsible,  and  state  what  they  told  you  about  it. — A.  They  tt Id  me  I  would  find  this 
ihortaee,  and  they  told  me  that  lumber  had  been  carted  out  of  the  yard. 

Q-  By  whom  T — A.  That  they  did  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  get  no  intimation  to  whom  they  referred  ? — A.  I  got  information  under  whose 
Administration  that  was  done     That  was  the  civil  engineer  before  me. 

Q.  What  was  his  name ' — A.  Charles  Hastings. 

Q-  Now  dec^Med  T — A.  Now  dead. 

Q*  Did  you  get  information  to  whom  it  was  sent? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Dojou  mean  to  say  that  you  have  no  knowledge,  by  information,  who  profited  by  that 
large  fraod  ? — ^A.  I  haven't  the  slightest  knowledge. 

Q-  Do  yon  know  whether  either  gentleman  who  told  you  could  furnish  the  committee  with 
My  information  f — A.  I  don't  know  whether  they  could  or  not.     They  might  be  able. 
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Q.  How  much  timbir  was  it  alle^d  had  disappeared  ? — A.  No  particular  amoant,  sir. 

Q.  How  socn  after  yoa  came  into  office  did  jou.  have  that  information  t— A.  Within  i 
month. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  it  ? — A.  I  asked  and  obtained  a  man  to  assist  me  in  the  can 
of  the  lumber  and  to  measure  it.  When  I  came  here,  tliis  timber  and  lumber  were  in  charge 
of  a  laboring  man  that  I  didn't  think  much  of,  and  I  went  to  the  commodore  and  asked  hin 
to  have  me  allowed  a  suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  the  timber  as  clerk  and  assistan 
store-keeper,  and  he  told  me  that  would  not  be  allowed,  as  he  knew  the  bureau  would  no 
allow  another  clerk.  I  told  him  some  one  ought  to  be  there  more  responsible  than  this  man 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  not  rate  a  responsible  man  as  a  mechanic  and  place  him  there 
He  told  me  at  first  that  that  could  not  oe,  becausa  it  would  be  a  false  muster  of  the  man 
but  I  urged  atrongly  upon  him  the  neceisir  j  of  having  a  responsible  man  there,  and  he  finall; 
consented.    Then  I  went  to  work  and  had  a  survey  made  of  the  lumber. 

Q.  How  lately  was  that  survey  comp)et3d  i — A.  I  was  along  into  the  spring,  a  year  ago 
making  it,  and  after  I  bad  made  it  I  found  I  was  about  half  a  millioo  feet  short  of  what  th 
books  called  for. 

Q.  Of  what  kind  of  lumber? — Of  all  kinds. 

Q.  Have  you  the  means  of  presenting  to  the  committee  the  exact  shortage  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Together  with  the  different  kinds  and  qualities  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  do  sof — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  to  the  commodore  and  told  him  that  I  was  tiatis 
fied  there  was  a  large  deficiency,  and  I  wished  he  would  appoint  a  board  of  regular  officer 
to  make  a  survey,  and  be  said  ^e  would.  I  went  to  my  office  and  wrote  a  request  for  th 
board,  and  he  appointed  it. 

Q.  How  lately  was  that  board  appointed  ? — A.  That  was,  I  think,  last  July. 

Q.  How  recently  have  they  completed  their  work? — A.  They  completed  it,  I  think,  ii 
October, 

Q.  They  have  made  a  written  report? — A.  They  made  a  written  report,  and  I  sent  it  t 
Washington,  with  the  amounts  as  called  for  by  my  books,  showing  a  discrepancy  in  eac 
item  of  timber  and  lumber,  and  I  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  responsibility  of  carrying  i 
on  my  books. 

Q.  What  reply  did  you  get  7 — A.  I  have  had  no  reply.  A  reply  came  in  this  way :  1 
board  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  probable  causes  of  the  discrepancy.  That  boar 
met  here,  but  never  summoned  me  before  it,  never  took  a  word  of  testimony  from  me,  ani 
made  their  report. 

Q.  Were  you  not  before  that  board  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  evidence  before  that  boan 
against  me ;  but  everything  to  show  that  the  discrepancy  had  occurred  before  my  time. 

Q.  Was  that  the  report  of  the  board  ?— A.  The  report  of  the  board  charged  it  upon  me. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  their  report?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  a  copy  of  every  word  of  thei 
evidence. 

Q.  Has  that  report  gone  to  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  commandant  called  before  that  board  f  — A.  I  dou't  think  he  was. 

Q.  Did  you  have  no  opportunity  to  appear  before  the  board  1 — A.  Never,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  request  to  appear  before  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  expected  every  daj 
every  hour,  that  they  would  send  for  me.  They  had  every  other  man  up  ;  but  they  didn' 
send  for  me. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  any  lumber  has  been  taken  froip  vour  department  since  you  have  bee 
in  charge  of  it,  which  has  not  been  properly  accounted  for  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  is  not  a 
inch  of  lumber  which  has  not  been  properly  receipted  for  when  delivered  from  my  shed. 

Q.  Did  the  last  board  have  before  tnem  the  report  of  the  preceding  board  ? — A.  Yes,  sii 

Q.  Did  that  board  liave  your  letter  applying  tor  the  appointment  of  such  a  board  ? — i 
I  presume  they  did.     I  don't  know  as  tuey  dia,  either. 

Q.  Haveucharges  been  made  against  you  by  any  person  that  the  deficioncj  was  atttibi 
table  (o  negligence  on  your  part  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  whole  thing  was  ferreted  out  and  aske 
for  by  myself,  to  straighten  my  books. 

Q.  Will  you  give  us  an  opportunity  to  read  the  report  of  the  last  board  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  tue  report  of  the  first  board  ? — A.  No,  sir.  In  1874,  Mr.  Has 
ings,  civil  engineer,  made  a  survey,  and  there  it  is.  [Exhibiting  paper.]  His  booli 
called  for  1,152  feet  of  mahogany.  His  survev  makes  5,152  feet.  Now,  in  large  item 
the  books  called  for  224,133  feet  of  lumber;  his  survey  is  224,133  feet.  Nobody  coul 
take  a  pile  of  lumber  and  make  it  come  out  in  that  way ;  it  is  impossible.  Here  is  ai 
other  item  of  276,000  feet  called  for  by  the  books,  and  276,000  feet  shown  by  the  survey 
That  was  his  report.  Now,  here  is  the  report  made  by  the  board  that  I  asked  the  con 
mandant  to  appoint.    There  is  a  deficiency  in  each  article,  right  straight  along  down. 

Q.  What  deficiency  did  the  last  board,  which  condemned  you,  find  ?— A.  They  found  tl 
same  as  the  previous  Doard,  which  I  asked  for. 

Q.  You  have  a  copy  of  their  report  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  you  claim  that  none  of  that  deficiency  arose  during  yoi 
administration  7 — A.  Not  an  inch  of  it.  There  is  one  item  on  the  list  that  I  have  drawn  o 
here  where  there  is  a  shortage  of  90,000  feet,  and  no  transaction  in  that  article  has  occurrc 
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daring  my  administration.  According  to  the  survej  made  by  the  board  that  I  asked  for, 
there  was  a  shortaire  of  90,000  feet  of  white-pine  boards,  and  there  has  been  no  transaction 
in  that  article  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  Now,  passing  from  that,  I  want  to  go  to  the  subject  of  the  dredge-boat.  I  understand 
thst  YOU  have  had  some  difficulty  with  reference  to  that  boat.  What  control  or  charge  did 
pa  have  of  that  boat  T — A.  It  was  a  machine  belonging  to  the  Department  of  Yards  and 
Docks. 

'  Q.  And  was  in  your  custody  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  its  condition  before  any  transaction  concerning  it  took  place  f — A.  It  was- 
dismantled  and  sunken  in  the  dock.  • 

Q.  With  the  machinery  on  board  ? — A.  No, sir;  the  machinery  was  stored  in  different 
places  around  the  yard. 

Q.  What  application,  if  any,  did  you  have  for  the  use  of  that  boat  ? — A.  I  had  an  applica- 
tioD  from  Mr.  Charles  H.  Lewis. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  ? — A.  General  contractor. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  I  think  he  lives  in  Somerville  now. 

Q.  Jast  state  what  that  transaction  was  exactly  as  it  occurred. — A.  Mr.  Lewis  came  over 
here  with  a  man  whom  I  supposed  was  his  partner,  and  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  get 
the  nse  of  that  dredge.  He  said  that  they  had  a  contract  for  removing  the  shoals  in  front  of 
the  navy-yard  here.  I  told  him  they  could  not  have  it  unless  they  made  application  for  it, 
•od  it  would  have  to  go  through  the  regular  channel.  They  made  an  application  to  me  for 
the  use  of  the  dredge. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  them  before  about  the  dredge?— A.  Never, 
until  they  came  to  this  yard. 

Q.  Had  you  known  them  before  ? — A.  I  had. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  them  ? — A.  I  had  known  Mr.  Lewis  for  twenty-five 
je&rs. 

Q.  Intimately  ? — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  personal  or  family  relations  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  at  college 
with  him,  and  when  we  left  college,  we  went  to  the  western  country  together,  and  were  to- 
gether for  six  or  seven  years. 

Q.  Friends  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  made  a  written  application  to  me  for  the  dredge.  I  for- 
warded it  to  the  commandant,  and  he  to  the  Department,  and  the  Department  wrote  back, 
anthoriziog  the  loan  of  the  dredge. 

Q.  What  were  the  terms  of  that  proposition  or  offer  7 — A..  The  terms  of  that  proposition 
were,  that  he  was  to  raise  her,  put  her  in  thorough  repair,  and  have  the  use  of  her  for  ninety 
days.  I  took  him  down  and  showed  him  the  dredger,  and  told  him  the  machinery  was  in 
good  order  and  the  rigging,  and  there  would  be  no  expense  about  that. 

Q.  The  Department  authorized  thatT — ^A.  The  Department  authorized  it,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  estimate  made  or  stated  as  to  the  cost  of  putting  her  in  repairs  7 — A. 
I  don't  think  there  was.  There  might  possibly  have  been,  but  I  don't  think  there  was  any 
amonnt  stated. 

Q.  Was  it  stipulated  that  there  should  be  any  compensation  to  the  Qovernment  for  the 
nse  of  the  dredger  ? — ^A.  Not  a  cent. 

Q.  The  proposition  was  that  he  should  put  it  in  thorough  repair,  use  it  ninety  days,  and 
return  it  to  the  Government  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  here  and  raised  it  and  repaired  it. 
At  that  time,  he  came  to  me  to  see  about  mechanics  to  work  on  it.  I  told  him  that  we  had 
discharf^ed  the  men  ;  they  were  out  of  work  and  waiting  to  be  re-employed  in  the  yard,  and  if 
bewentto  the  foreman  who  formerly  employed  them,  probably  this  foreman  could  get  him  the 
men  to  make  these  repairs.  He  went  to  my  foreman,  and  that  foreman  hired  the  men  for 
him. 

Q.  At  whose  expense  T— A.  At  his  own  expense.  They  went  ta  work,  hoisted  the  dredge, 
tod  repaired  it.  I  gave  orders  to  the  machinist  to  deliver  to  them  the  machineir  of  the 
•  dredge,  and  to  the  man  who  had  the  rigging  for  him  to  deliver  that  to  them.  That  was 
done.  The  dredge  was  made  ready  for  work  and  they  took  her  and  went  to  work.  I  never 
knew  of  anything  done  upon  the  dredge.  My  attention  was  first  called  to  it  by  my  clerk, 
"who  said  there  was  reported  work  done  on  the  dredge.  I  sent  at  once  for  my  foreman  and 
asked  what  he  was  doing  on  Ihat  dredger.  He  said  it  was  a  small  job  that  took  his  men 
aboQt  half  an  hour  ;  that  they  broke  something  and  he  repaired  it  for  them.  I  gave  him 
orders  that  not  a  blow  was  to  be  struck  on  the  dredger  in  any  event. 

Q.  W^hat  was  your  foreman's  name  i — A.  Philip  Cassidy.  I  had  noticed  one  or  two  men 
•moloyed  by  the  Goveinment  working  on  the  dredge  while  they  were  repairing  her,  and  I 
•poke  to  Mr.  Cassidy  about  it.  He  said  they  were  men  that  had  exchanged  with  two  of  his 
men  on  the  wharf  for  that  day  ;  that  there  was  an  equal  number  of  their  men  working  on  the 
^harf,  and  he  put  them  there  because  they  understood  it  better. 

Q.  They  had  exchanged  work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  had  given  them  Government  men  and  taken  their  men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  just  for  the 
time. 

Q.  How  long  did  that  continue?— A.  I  never  saw  it  but  once. 
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Q.  How  many  days  did  it  take  to  repair  the  dredge  and  get  her  fit  for  service?— A.  It 
took  over  a  month. 

Q.  It  was  a  month  before  she  did  any  work?— A.  Yes,  sir.  The  only  thing  tbatleTer 
£:ave  them  was  this  :  They  broke  a  shovel-handle,  and  came  over  to  the  yard  and  said  the/ 
could  not  find  the  timber  anywhere  else  to  make  that  handle  of;  they  had  broken  "spuds" 
frequently  before  and  had  gotten  them  in  East  Boston  of  some  firm  there ;  but  they  could 
not  find  anything  to  make  this  shovel-handle  of,  and  I  made  a  requisition  on  the  constnic- 
tion  department  and  carried  it  to  the  commandant  and  he  approved  it.  It  was  a  stick  60 
feet  long. 

Q.  What  sort  of  w«od  ? — A.  Hard  pine. 

Q.  What  size? — A.  I  think  12  by  14  inches.     I  won't  be  sure.     That  was  given tbem. 

Q.  Charged  to  them  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  to  replace  it. 

Q.  Or  pay  for  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  was  done  with  the  approval  in  writing  of  the  commandant  ?~A.  Yes, 
sir  ;  I  don't  remember  of  hearing  anything  more  from  them.  O,  I  did  give  the  house  on 
deck  a  coat  of  mineral  paint,  to  have  the  Government  barge  look  decent  ^hen  it  went  ont 
of  the  yard.  I  think  that  cost  in  labor  and  material  $20  or  $25 ;  but  it  was  simply  a  wish  of 
mine  to  paint  it.  Within  two  or  three  days  of  the  time  that  the  dredge  was  to  be  delivered 
back  to  the  yard,  a  notice  came  from  Washington  stating  that  this  dredge  had  been  loaoed 
to  parties  to  fulfill  a  certain  contract,  and  that  they  were  now  working  for  private  parties 
with  it,  and  underbidding  the  other  dredgemen  in  the  harbor.  The  commodore  ordered  that 
the  dredge  be  returned  to  the  yard.  I  went  to  the  dock  and  took  the  dredge  where  it  was 
at  work  and  brought  it  to  the  yard. 

Q.  Under  his  orders  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  when  their 
time  would  expire.  I  didn't  know  what  they  were  doing  with  it,  but  was  told  aflerwards 
that  they  were  waiting  for  the  commissioners  to  determine  lines  for  them  to  resume  on  this 
contract,  and  that  while  they  were  laying  by  the  wharf  the  parties  there  wanted  them  to 
dredge  out  the  dock  where  their  vessels  came  out,  and  that  that  was  what  they  were  doioi^* 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  that  took  place  under  your  direction  or  authority  T — A.  Well.  I 
put  some  angle-irons  oa  the  crane;  tnat,  I  thought,  would  be  a  good  thing  ;  that  was  after 
she  was  at  work  in  the  stream. 

Q.  At  whose  request  f — ^A.  At  no  one's  request.  I  never  saw  one  of  the  parties  who  took 
the  dredge  until  after  it  was  returned  to  the  yard. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  cost  of  that  work  7 — A.  I  think  about  $40. 

Q.  What  else  was  done  by  you  or  by  your  authority? — A.  Nothing  whatever. 

Q.  Then  you  say  that  all  that  was  furnished  by  the  Government  was  a  stick  of  timber, 
upon  requisition  to  the  commandant,  the  mineral  paint  upon  the  house,  and  the  angle-iroD' 
put  on  by  yourself,  at  a  cost  of  about  $40  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  everything  you  did  to  the  boat,  or  that  was  done  to  her  by  your  order  t^ 
A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  Haven't  you  been  charged  with  furnishing  lumber  for  the  repair  of  that  vessel*" 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  claimed  that  you  allowed  some  considerable  amount  of  lumber  to  ffi 
out  of  your  hands  and  into  the  handA  of  those  people  to  repair  the  vessel  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  none  was  given  them  ? — A.  None  tnat  I  know  of,  sir. 

Q.  Haven't  you  been  so  informed  ? — A.  I  have  been  informed  that  lumber  was  p^^ 
them  and  work  was  performed  on  that  dredge  that  I  didn't  know  anything  about. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  derive  that  knowledge  or  information  t — A.  From  the  parties 
who  had  the  dredge. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  about  it  f — A.  Well,  they  said  that  they  came  here  to  the  yard  one 
time  to  see  me  about  getting  some  work  done  upon  the  dredge,  and  that  they  met  a  fore- 
man of  mine  who  told  them  that  they  need  not  go  to  me  to  get  any  work  done,  because  I 
had  given  orders  not  to  have  it  done,  but  that  he  would  do  it  for  them,  and  the  work  was 
done  for  them  unbeknown  to  me  and  concealed  from  mc. 

Q.  What  work?— A.  That  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Where  are  these  men  who  did  this  1 — A.  They  are  in  the  yard,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  their  names  ? — A.  This  was  my  foreman. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  ?— A.  Cassidy.     He  was  paid  money  by  these  parties. 

Q.  How  much  money  ?— A.  I  don't  know  the  amount. 

Q.  Has  not  he  stated  it  to  you  ?— A.  Well,  he  stated— I  don't  know  the  amount  It '"' 
somewhere  about  $40  to  one,  and  the  same  to  another.     I  won't  say  the  exact  amount. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Another  one  of  your  men?— A.  Yes, sir;  his  name  is  Charles  R.  Whitney,  foreman <>^ 
machinists. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  now,  from  information  derived  from  either  of  your  men,  or  from  ^ 
Lewis,  whether  any  lumber  was  furnished  them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that,  so  far  as  you  are  informed,  no  lumber  has  been  furnished  them'" 
A.  Yep,  sir;  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  no  lumber  has  been  furnished  them;  none  to  B^y 
knowledge. 
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Q.  That  may  be ;  but  whether  or  not  jca  are  informed  that  lumber  was  furnished  them 

without  yonr  knowled^  T — A.  That  information  never  has  been  brought  to  me. 

Q.  Has  anj  been  charged  on  your  books  as  delivered  to  them  t — A.  I  don't  recollect  of 
anjiSir. 
Q.  Coald ^nj  lumber  be  taken  out  of  your  sheds  without  some  written  authority? — A. 

No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  informed  now  that  no  lumber  has  been  used  except  that  one  stick  of  hard 

pine  f— A.  Tha(  is  all  I  know  of,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  accusation  is  that  $2,000  worth  of  lumber  has  gone  out  to 
be  med  on  that  dredge  ? — ^A.  Why,  no,  sir.  This  is  the  first  intimation  that  I  have  had  of 
it.  Why,  everything  that  was  done,  including  putting  the  machinery  on  board  and  putting 
it  together,  the  cost  of  rigging  and  painting,  and  putting  on  everything,  was  only  $1,200  or 
|l,dOO  That  is  the  whole  amount  of  that  tabulated  statement,  and  that  included  all  these 
itpaira. 

Q.  Who  made  this  tabulated  statement  T — A.  The  board. 

Q.  Which  board  ? — A.  The  board  which  investigated  it. 

Q.  Did  they  find  that  $1,200  worth  of  work  and  material  had  been  furnished  .by  the  Gov- 
croment? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  what  authority? — A.  By  my  authority. 

Q.  Did  you  authorize  that  work  to  be  done  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  only  iust  what  I  have  stated. 
They  have  charged  the  rigging  here ;  she  was  dismantled  when  she  was  taken.  This  rig- 
ging was  furnished  to  them  and  brought  back  to  the  yard,  and  put  back  into  our  store-house 
ttain.  The  machinery  was  brought  back.  They  might  just  as  well  have  charged  that. 
Tbej  did  not  agree  to  furnish  the  machinery  for  the  boat ;  they  were  told  that  the  machinery 
wonld  be  furnished. 

Q.  Was  the  rigging  charged  in  the  account  ?~A.  Yes,  sir ;   that  is  in  th?  $1,300. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  board  has  charged  the  rigging  that  was  taken  and  put 
onboard  the  vessel? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  charged  the  value  of  it. 

Q.  Was  it  the  rigging  that  belonged  to  her  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  there  were  no  additions  to  the  rigging?— A.  The  only  addition  I 
know  of  was  a  coil  of  rope. 

Q.  By  whoso  authority  was  that  given  ? — A.  It  was  given  by  my  anthority. 

Q.  On  what  ground  did  you  give  them  a  coil  of  new  rope  ? — A.  It  was  required  for  their 
riggiof^.    The  old  was  not  fit. 

Q.  But,  as  I  understand  you,  they  were  to  take  that  vessel  and  repair  her  and  put  her  in 
good  working  condition? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  furnish  her  with  anv  new  rigging,  then ;  was  that  in  accordance  with 
joor  agreement  ? — A.  Well,  I  didnH  think  at  the  time  that  it  was  outside  of  the  agreement. 
If  I  liad  found  a  piston-rod  broken  on  the  engine,  I  should  have  considered  it  no  breach  of 
the  contract  on  my  part,  nor  defrauding  the  Government,  if  I  made  that  good,  as  I  told 
them  it  was  in  good  condition. 

Q.  Bat  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  contract  between  them  is  set  forth  in  their  written 
offer  transmitted  to  the  Department  at  Washington.  That  was  the  contract,  wasn't  it  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  right  had  you  to  interfere  with  the  contract  ?  Supposing  the  engine  had 
been  broken  to  pieces,  were  they  not  still  bound  to  repair  it,  if  they  saw  fit  to  take  the 
boat?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  after  it  was  given  to  them. 

Q.  After  it  was  given  to  them  you  undertook  to  supply  them  with  new  rigging  ? — A.  I 
supplied  them  with  nothing  new  in  the  world  but  one  piece  of  rope. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  an  order  was  given  to  repair  the  machinery  or  put  it  in  order  after 
she  was  delivered  over  to  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  done  by  any  order  of  mine. 

Q.  Was  it  done  while  they  were  repairing  it?  That  is,  while  they  were  here  working 
thirty  days  to  get  that  vessel  in  order,  was  any  work  done  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the 
yard  npon  that  vessel  at  Government  expense  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  there  any  work  done  in  the  machine-shop  to  put  that  engine  in  order  t — A.  Yes, 

sir. 

Q.  By  what  authority  ? — A.  By  my  authority. 

Q*  Then  you  gave  directions  to  have  the  machinery  put  in  order  ? — A.  Put  together  and 
pot  on  board. 

Q.  You  did  that? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q>  And  that  was  at  Government  expense  ? — A.  At  Government  expense. 

Q.  Did  they  not  understand  perfectly  well,  at  the  time  thev  took  the  contract,  that  the 
▼easel  was  sunk  and  that  they  could  take  it,  and  put  the  machinery  together  and  put  the 
vessel  in  order  at  their  own  expense,  and  have  the  use  of  it  for  ninety  days  1 — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  told  them,  "I  want  you  to  stick  to  the  contract.  '* 

Q-  They  made  a  contract  directly  with  the  Government  and  not  with  you.  Where  did 
yoQ  g^  your  authority  to  lift  vonr  finger  to  put  that  machinery  in  condition  f — A.  I  didn't 
think  at  the  time  about  it.  The  machinery  was  in  different  parts  of  the  yard,  the  boiler  in 
one  place,  the  engine  in  another.  My  foreman  informed  me  it  was  all  in  good  working 
order,  and  that  all  that  had  to  be  done  was  to  put  it  together  and  put  it  on  board.  I  told 
uim  todo  it  and  deliver  it  to  them. 
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Q.  The  comniandaDt  was  not  informed  of  jonr  purpose  to  do  that,  was  he  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  ^ot  no  permission  from  Washington  to  do  that  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Isn*t  it  simply  this,  Mr.  Qran^r,  that  having  a  friend  who  Wanted  this  boat,  yoir 
went  forward  and  did  things  for  bis  benefit  at  the  expense   of  the  Government  in  violatioiH 
of  the  spirit  of  that  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not. 

Q.  Wny  did  jou  do  it  when  the  contract  itself  was  right  exactly  in  the  face  and  eye^  of  it  ? 
— A.  I  told  the  parties  that  this  machinerv  was  here  and  to  be  put  on  board,  and  that  was  all  E 
told  them  would  be  done.     I  didnH  thiuK  at  the  time  that  that  was  repairing  the  dredge. 
I  did  not  at  the  time  think  or  wish  to  give  them  the  advantage  of  one  single  cent    It  was 
farthest  from  my  thoughts. 

Q.  When  you  allowed  the  people  in  the  shop  to  repair  that  engine  at  Government  ex> 
pense? — A.  I  never  allowed  tnem  to  repair  the  engine  at  Government  expense. 

Q.  W^as  anything  done  to  it  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  my  foreman  informed  me  tuat  the  engine  an^ 
boiler  were  all  in  good  order  and  simply  needed  to  be  put  together,  and  that  is  what  I  iu* 
formed  those  parties.    I  never  knew  of  their  making  a  new  thing  for  that  boat. 

Q.  Did  thev  repair  au  old  thing  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  of  their  putting  one  dollar 
of  repair  oi^  the  engine  or  boiler. 

O.  They  put  it  together  I — A.  They  put  it  together. 

Q.  Did  they  set  it  up  on  board  the  boat  7 — A.  They  simply  put  it  on  board  the  boat. 

Q.  Did  they  unite  the  parts  ? — A.  They  might  have  done  that. 

Q.  Connected  the  pipes  and  all  that 7 — A,  They  had  their  machinist  who  took  charge 
of  it. 

Q.  Did  the  workmen  from  this  navy-yard  simply  put  the  parts  of  the  engine  on  board 
that  vessel  and  roll  the  boiler  on  board  and  hand  the  things  over  to  the  engineer  of  the  con- 
tractors, or  did  they  go  down  there  and  set  up  the  parts  and  connect  thorn  f — A.  They  put  it 
together  and  put  it  on  board. 

Q.  And  put  it  in  place  on  board  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  they  repair  that  whole  vessel  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  repaired  it  7— A.  They  did. 

Q.  Didn't  some  men  from  the  yard  ?— A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Wasn't  the  lumb<  r  furnished  for  it. — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Granger,  if  you  have  any  statement  that  you  want  to  make  in  your  own 
way,  I  would  like  to  have  you  make  it. — A.  Well,  I  want  to  make  this  statement.  What 
I  did  to  the  dredge,  I  did  supposing  that  I  was  doing  everything  proper  and  right ;  that  I 
was  defrauding  nobody,  and  it  never  entered  into  my  head  that  1  was  doing  so.  It  did 
enter  my  head  that  I  was  doing  a  good  ^hing  for  the  Government.  Here  was  a  dredge  that 
had  lain  here  for  two  or  three  years  on  the  mud,  stove  up,  good  for  nothing,  simply  because 
the  Government  would  not  appropriate  money  to  raise  her  and  repair  her ;  and  I  conceived 
that  if  the  parties  outside,  for  the  use  of  her  for  three  mouths,  wonld  raise  her  and  put  her  in 
repair,  it  was  a  good  thing  for  the  Government.  They  paid  their  workmen  here  between 
six  and  seven  hundred  dollars,  I  believe,  through  Mr.  Cassidy.  Besides  that,  they  told  me 
that  they  paid  hundreds  of  dollars  after  they  took  her  to  private  parties  in  East  Boston  and 
Boston;  and  the  dredge  lies  to*day  at  the  wharf  ready  to  do  dredging  at  any  time.  W^hen 
they  took  her  she  was  leaky,  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  in  whatever  I  dia  I  did  not  con- 
sider I  was  injuring  the  Government  or  any  person. 

Q.  Can  you  inform  the  committee  how  much  was  done  at  Government  expense  on  that 
dredge,  putting  it  together? — A.  The  committee  who  investigated  it,  and  who,  as  J  told  you, 
charged  for  the  rigging  and  every  thing  else,  estimated  between  $1,200  and  $1,300. 

Q.  Ctn  you  tell  me  what  that  consisted  of  7 — A.  It  consisted  in  the  cost  of  rigging. 

Q.  They  didn't  charge  for  any  of  the  old  rigging,  did  they  t— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  have 
got  a  tabulated  statement  of  everything.  They  have  charged  for  the  paint  I  put  on  it, 
and  for  the  iron-work  I  put  on  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  had  any  authority  from  any  source  to  paint  it  ? — A.  I  had  no  au* 
thority  other  than  as  I  would  paint  a  pile-driving  machine  or  a  derrick  here,  which  I  thought 
mifirht  be  preserved  by  painting. 

Q.  If  you  had  waitei  until  the  dredge  came  back,  and  painted  it  then,  wouldn*t  it  have 
done  jusi  as  well  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  would  have  done  just  as  well. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  were  authorized  to  furnish  them  with  that  pine  stick  for  a  steam- 
shovel  handle t~A.  No,  sir.  I  would  not  furnish  it.  I  went  to  the  commandant  for  it.  That 
I  considered  a  repair  to  the  dredge. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  they  have  paid  for  it  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  they  have  agreed  to  deliver  it 
in  just  such  lumber  as  we  want.   The  stick  was  meanured  and  the  cost  of  it  taken. 

Q.  Have  they  paid  any  person  for  the  use  of  the  dredge  ? — A.  No,  sir.  They  were  not  to 
pay  any  person. 

Q  Have  they  paid  any  consideration  for  the  privileges  of  using  it  ? — A.  No,  sir,  only 
what  they  paid  in  repairs. 

Q.  Haven't  they  paid  your  men  something  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  they  have  paid  them 
money. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  received  any  benefit  from  it  7— A.  No,  sir ;  only  injury. 

Q.  Any  promise  of  any  benefit  If — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  at  the  time  expect  to  receive  any  remuneration  ? — A.  I  never  expected  any.  I 
oalj  expected  that  they  would  put  her  in  repair  and  we  should  have  a  working  machine  at 
the  yara.  * 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Lewis  where  we  can  reach  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  partner's  namef — ^A.  I  don't  think  he  has  a  partner. 

Q.  Didn't  he  have  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  know  whether  he  has  a  partner  or 
not.  I  don't  know  anything  about  his  business  arrangements.  All  I  know  is  that  I  was 
told  by  Mr.  Lewis  that  he  had  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Ledby  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  was  the  average  value  of  this  lumber  which  is  reported  as  deficient  ? — A.  I  sup- 
pose it  wQuld  be  on  an  average  $30  a  thousand. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  any  of  this  plank  or  lumber  as  low  as  $30  a  thousand  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
some  &s  low  as  $*23.    I  don't  know  what  it  was  bought  for  before  the  war. 

Q.  What  do  you  give  a  thousand  for  white-pine  plank  f — A.  One  item  here  is  *'  white-pine 
plank,  130." 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  names  of  the  parlies  who  informed  you  that  lumber  had  been  hauled 
oQt  of  the  yard  which  had  not  been  accounted  for? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Philip  Cassidy,  my 
foreman. 

Q.  Will  you  name  the  tools  and  machines  you  selected  from  Mr.  Wilkinson  ? — A.  I  can 
give  yon  a  complete  list  of  every  article.     I  will  furnish  such  a  list.     (See  A  annexed.) 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  some  other  parties  had  that  requisition  to  fill  at  the 
time  yon  went  to  Wilkinson  <&  Co.  and  bought  those  tools  ? — A.  I  think  that  was  the  case. 

Q.  Who  were  the  parties  who  had  the  requisition  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say.     I  don't  know. 

Q.  W^hy  didn't  you  get  the  tools  and  machines  where  the  requisition  was  sent  to  be  filled ; 
yon  generally  take  lumber  and  other  material  where  the  requisition  is  sent,  don't  vou? — A. 
Because  I  had  found  such  tools  as  I  wanted  at  this  place,  and  got  their  prices  for  them. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  they  didn't  have  the  tools  at  the  place  where  they  had  the 
requisition ;  or  was  it  a  shoemaker  or  tailor  who  had  the  requisition  7 — A.  I  don't  know 
woo  had  the  requisition,  but  I  informed  the  paymaster  that  I  had  found  those  tools  at  that 
place,  and  he  gave  an  order  on  Wilkinson  &  Co.  for  those  things. 

Q.  Had  he  given  the  requisition  previously  to  some  one  else  to  fill  7 — A.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  he  bad. 

Q.  By  whom  was 'the  requisition  for  the  tools  sent  to  Washington ;   by  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  an  assistant  civil-engineer  under  you  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  for  a  month 
or  so. 

Q.  You  haven't  one  now,  have  you  ? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  clerks  or  writers  have  you  7~A.  I  have  only  two  clerks,  two  writers,  and 
tsx.  draughtsman. 

Q.  Haven't  you  ever  had  more*  than  that  since  you  have  been  here  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  draughtsman  7 — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  buildings  have  you  built  or  rebuilt  since  you  have  been  civil  engineer  in 
this  yard  t — A.  There  have  been  no  new  buildings  erected  since  I  have  been  in  the  yard. 

Q.  There  has  been  nothing  but  repairs?— A.  Nothing  but  repairs. 

Q.  Have  you  and  your  corps  performed  any  dutv  since  you  have  been  here  that  the  heada 
of  the  departments  could  not  have  performed  without  detriment  to  the  Government;  could 
not  your  duties  be  performed  by  some  other  officers  here  without  detriment  to  the  public 
lervicef— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  W^hy  not  ?  You  say  you  have  not  built  any  new  buildings.  Why  does  it  require  a 
dvU-engineer,  a  draughtsman,  and  two  or  three  writers  and  clerks  to  paint  a  house  or  repair 
one,  or  lay  a  side-walk  7  You  have  masons  under  your  charge,  haven't  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
but  the  masons  have  to  have  gprades  furnished,  and  they  have  to  conform  to  the  grades,  and  have 
to  have  their  lines  and  levels  given. 

Q.  Is  there  not  somebody  here  who  could  do  that  ? — A.  That  is  my  business. 

Q.  Could  it  not  be  done  by  the  heads  of  the  departments  without  detriment  to  the  Govern- 
ment ?— A.  No,  sir ;  it  could  not  be  done. 

Q.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  department  at  the  present  time  ? — A.  I  think  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  all  told.    That  includes  twenty-seven  watchmen. 

Q-  The  laborers-come  under  your  charge,  don't  they  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  furnishes  you  with  the  white-lead  and  oil  that  you  use  f — A.  All  that  I  have  used 
has  been  famished  by  different  parties. 

Q.  Well,  who  are  the  parties  f — A.  The  white-lead  has  been  sent  from  the  Boston  Lead 
Company. 

Q.  From  whom  does  your  oil  come  7 — A.  I  don't  remember  now.  I  have  purchased  but 
▼cry  little  sine*  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  I  havenH  asked  you  what  you  have  purchased.  You  have  made  requisitions  7 — A.  I 
have  received  but  very  little.     I  think  not  more  than  a  barrel  since  I  have  been  here.     , 

Q.  You  could  not  have  done  much  paiuting,  then  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  How  much  white-lead  have  you  received  T — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  without  refer 
to  my  books. 

Q.  Did  you  not  go  to  the  commandant  and  say  that  Lewis  &  Co.  would  put  that  dr 
ing-machine  in  good  order  at  their  own  expense,  and  urge  the  commodore  a  second  tin 
let  them  have  her  and  put  her  in  good  order  without  any  expense  to  the  Govemm 
didn't  you  go  to  him  a  second  time  and  ask  him  if  he  hadn't  better  ask  for  a  requisite 
let  them  take  this  dredging-machine  and  put  her  in  perfect  order  without  any  expense  t 
Government? — A.  Never.  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  *'a  second  time."  I  wr< 
communication  and  sent  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  didn't  make  the  request  the  second  time  ?~A.  No,  sir.  In  regard  to  the  dred( 
machine,  whatever  I  did  upon  her  was  what  I  considered  in  good  faith,  and  if  there  is 
point  of  difference  I  \^ula  like  to  explain  it  to  the  committee.  The  dredger  is  back  a1 
wharf,  with  all  this  amount  of  money  charged  against  her ;  she  has  been  returned. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Would  she  not  be  just  as  well  off  with  that  hole  in  her  bottom,  in  the  dock,  an^ 
machinery  in  the  store-house,  as  far  as  any  benefit  to  the  Government  is  concerned  f — A 
sir  ;  she  is  ready  to  go  to  work  to  morrow. 

Q.  Does  anybody  want  any  work  done  by  her  T — A.  We  want  dredging  done  here. 

Q.  Have  you  any  authority  to  do  any  dredging?— A.  We  do  that  under  general  rep 

Q.  Do  you  use  her  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  occasion  to  use  her  last  year,  and 
is  now  two  or  three  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  dredging  that  can  be  done  this  summer. 

Q.  The  only  charge  made  against  you  is  that  you  Knowingly  permitted  the  expendita 
money  and  material  upon  that  dredger  without  taking  any  account  of  it,  or  making 
effort  to  prevent  it? — A.  I  have  done  just  what  I  told  you.  I  told  my  men  to  put  the 
chinery  together  and  put  it  on  board.    That  is  all  I  did,  Mr.  Harris. 


A. 

0.  P.  118. 

A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  August  3,  1675. 

General  maintenance^  1874  and  1875,  tools,  j'C, 

4  dozen  Gorman's  mill,  2d  cut,  10-inch  files,  $5 2 

I  Smith's  power  mortise  and  boring  machine 2"^ 

1  tuming-lathe,  iron  bod 12 

1  patent  plow.  Fillister  &  Matcher 1 

1  extension  sash-tool - 

1  dozen  jig-saws 

1  sett  tunnng-chisels  and  gouges -• 1 

1  sett  hollows  and  rounds,  double  iron : 1 

1  plumb  and  level,  adjustable 

I  Bailey's  circular  plane 

1  boring-machine,  with  augers 

1  dozen  iron  rakes 

2  Stilson's  pipe-wrenches,  10  and  J  8  inch 

6  monkey-wrenches,  12  inch,  75  cents 

1  Stubb's  screw-plate,  i  to  f  inch 

1  Stubb's  hand- vise,  5  inch 

2  patent  tuyere-irons.  Porter's,  $6 1 

10  dozen  Gorman's  files,  assorted 2 

2  pair  cutting-plyers,  1.20 - 

1  pair  wing  dividers,  24  inch 

1  pair  wing  callipers,  18  inch 

1  Chesterman's  steel  tape,  ( 100  feet) S 

53 

Authorized  by  bureau,  June  3, 1875. 


Boston,  March  21,  Itf 
Brown  ELL  Granger  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  You  stated  the  other  day  that  when  you  made  a  requisition  for  lumber, 
were  in  the  habit  of  putting  upon  it  the  cost  or  value. — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  transmitted  to  Washington,  approved,  returned,  and  then  given  lo  the  pun 
ang-paymaster  f — A.  Sent  to  the  purchasing-paymaster. 

Q.  And  your  estimate  goes  with  it  ? — A.  There  is  nothing  but  that  one  paper. 

Q.  Your  estimate  is  on  that  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Now,  will  jou  tell  tfa%  committee  how  70a  form  that  estimate.  How  do  jou  ascertain 
the  fact  that  the  lumber  can  be  purchased  at  that  price  ¥ — A.  I  ascertain  it  bj  the  price-cur- 
rent of  lumber,  and  I  have  sent  out  my  foreman  to  get  the  prices  from  the  dealers.  I  have 
made  it  a  general  rule  in  mj  department,  in  all  purchases  where  the  material  was  i(f  be  used 
for  certain  purposes,  to  send  the  foreman  to  ascertain  the  best  prices  he  could  ^t  it  for. 

Q.  Has  not  that  foreman  alwajs  gone  to  one  person  f — A.  No  ;  I  do  not  know  that  they 
have. 

Q.  Do  jonnot  attend  to  it  yourself  ?~  A.  I  have  attended  to  it  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  not  send  your  clerk  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  send  the  foreman  of  the  department  in 
which  the  supplies  are  to  be  used. 

Q.  So  that  if  the  foreman  of  the  department  happens  to  go  to  Mr.  Trickey,  it  is  Mr.  Trick- 
ey*8  estimate,  and  nobody's  else,  is  it  not  ? — A.  If  he  does  so,  that  is  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  he  does  not  7 — A.  I  don't  know  that  they  ever  did. 

Q.  Hare  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  foreman  ever  went  to  Mr.  Trickey  for  lum- 
ber since  you  have  been  in  the  yard  ?~A.  I  do  not  believe  he  ever  went  to  Mr.  Trickey. 

Q.  Mr.  Trickey  has  some  agents,  has  he  not  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  How  happens  it  that  Mr.  Trickey  is  always  willing  to  furnish,  and  always  has  fur- 
nished, lamber  at  the  estimate  which  you  sent  out  7 — A.  If  he  has  always  done  so,  that  I 
know  nothing  of  whatever. 

Q.  Why  should  you  not  know,  as  the  officer  in  charge  of  this  department  7— A.  Because 
it  is  not  my  business. 

Q.  Is  it  not  your  business  to  purchase  lumber  at  the  lowest  cash  price  T — A.  No,  sir ;  that 
ii  the  pQrchasing-paymaster*8  business. 

Q.  Then  why  do  you  make  an  estimate  f — A.  I  make  an  estimate,  and  I  generally  make 
the  estimate  large  enough  to  cover  contingencies,  to  cover  any  rise. 

Q.  YoQ  know  the  paymaster  never  has  purchased  any  lumber  of  any  person  but  Mr. 
Trickey,  do  you  not  ? — A.  I  believe  he  has  not,  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  You  knew  that  he  would  not,  did  you  not  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  reasonable  ground  to  believe  that  he  would  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  understood  by  you  that  Mr.  Trickey  was  to  furnish  the  lumber  on  your 
estitnate  7— A.  No,  sir  ;  not  at  all. 

Q.  Canyon  explain  to  this  committee  how  it  is  that  Mr. Trickey  is  always  willing  to  fur- 
msh  it  at  your  estimate,  and  that  your  estimates  go  to  Mr.  Trickey  and  nobody  else  7 — A. 
No.  sir,  I  cannot. 

Q.  Do  you  not  look  upon  it  as  an  indication  of  the  grossest  fraud  that  such  is  the  fact  7 
—A.  I  could  not  possibly  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  whole  thing  is  a  fraud  upon  the  Government  7 — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  do  not. 

Q.  With  this  vast  amount  of  lumber  in  the  city  of  Boston,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  you, 
with  a  hondred  dealers,  respectable^  men,  can  you  explain  to  this  committee  how  it  is  that  Mr. 
John  Trickey  has  supplied  every  foot  of  lumber  you  iiave  ever  ordered  7 — A.  No,  sir,  I  can- 
oot 

Q.  Do  you  not  think,  upon  the  face  of  it,  it  is  an  indication  of  fraud  and  rascality  ?— A. 
I  bare  uothiog  in  the  world  to  do  with  it  at  all. 

Q.  Why  should  you  be  in  the  office,  unless  you  have  something  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  do 
oj  duty  as  laid  down  to  me. 

Q.  Is  it  not  your  duty  to  protect  the  Government  against  such  things  ? — A.  It  is  the  duty 
of  every  officer  to  protect  the  Government  against  fraud. 

Q.  Why  do  you  not  do  it ;  you  have  been  buying  lumber  at  more  than  40  per  cent,  above 
the  market-price  ;  you  are  aware  of  that,  are  you  not  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  am  not. 

Q.  If  such  be  the  fact,  the  only  person  responsible  for  it  is  yourself;  is  that  not  so  7 — A. 
<I  cannot  say  how  that  is,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  not  see  that  you  can  protect  the  Government  against  prices  such  as  you  have 
been  paying  in  a  market  of  this  magnitude  f — A.  I  do  not  know  to-day  that  we  have  paid 
My  price  40  per  cent,  above  the  market-price. 

Q.  Is  it  not  understood  between  you  and  the  paymaster  that  your  estimate  is  to  be  the 
price  paid  Mr.  Trickey  for  lumber? — A.  No,  sir;  no  more  than  it  is  understood  between 
yourself  and  myself. 

By  Mr.  MiLLS  : 

Q.  Why  do  you  make  the  estimate  ? — A.  Because  we  are  required  to. 

By  Mr.  Harbih  : 

Q.  Why  do  you  not  make  the  estimate  on  the  market-price  ? — A.  Because  I  have  usually 
hsd  it  happen  that  when  an  estimate  came  back  that  had  the  market-price  on  it,  we  could 
not  purchase  for  that  price. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q,  Did  you  ever  know  Mr.  Trickey  to  refuse  to  furnish  lumber  upon  your  estimate  7 — A. 
No,  sir. 

above  your  estimate  to  Mr.  Trickey  7 — 


Q.  Did  you  ever  know  the  paymaster  to  pay  §1 
A  No,  sir,  I  never  did. 
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Q.  Then  you  Are  satisfied  that  yon  always  estimate  at  a  price  th&t  will  satisfy  Mr.  Trickey  f 
— A.  No,  sir,  I  am  not. 

Q.  Why  should  he  furnish  the  lumber  if  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  price  t — A.  I  will 
give  you  one  case  in  point ;  where  I  sent  Mr.  Cassidy,  my  foreman,  to  ascertain  the  market' 
price  of  a  quantity  of  lumber.  It  went  to  Washington  and  was  approved,  and  came  back, 
and  no  parties  would  furnish  that  lumber  for  that  price. 

Q.  How  is  it  that  Mr.  Trickey,  when  you  send  your  estimates  to  him,  goes  into  the 
market  and  buys  from  these  very  lumber-dealers  in  Boston,  and  then  sells  the  lumber  to  the 
Government  T  Has  he  not  g:ot  to  make  a  profit  over  what  they  would  sell  the  lumber  to  the 
Government  for  ?  He  goes  into  the  market  and  buys  the  lumber,  never  touches  bis  hand 
to  it,  and  it  is  delivered  at  the  yard  by  the  parties  of  whom  be  purchases.  Why  can  yoc 
not  do  that  7 — A.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  You  have  something  to  do  with  it  because  you  make  the  estimates  of  the  prices  ^ 
which  he  is  to  furnish  the  lumber.  Do  you  not  confer  with  Mr.  Trickey  before  you  make 
those  prices  f— ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  never  done  so? — A.  I  have  never  done  so. 

Q.  Is  there  not  an  understanding  between  you  and  Mr.  Trickey,  that  you  shall  mkke 
these  estimates  above  the  market-price  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  make  them  above  the  market-price,  do  you  not  ? — A.  In  makin^r  my  estimates 
for  lumber,  where  we  have  had  the  same  kind  of  lumber  before,  I  put  that  down  ss  tbe 
market-price  to  go  by.  My  foreman  comes  to  my  office  and  asks  for  a  requisition  for  loni' 
ber.  I  ask  the  price  of  it,  and  he  gives  it  to  me.  and  says,  ^*  It  is  about  the  same  it  was 
before  ;'*  and  I  put  it  down.  That  goes  to  Washington  and  comes  back  with  the  order  thai 
the  price  shall  not  be  exceeded. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  if  Mr.  Trickev  got  50  per  cent,  more  than  the  market-price  for  his  Iqdi- 
ber  on  the  last  purchase,  you  let  him  have  the  same  price  for  it  the  next  time,  and  follow 
that  rule  ?~A.  I  don*t  do  it  at  all. 

Q.  What  do  you  make  an  estimate  for  T — A.  It  is  required  that  I  shall  make  an  estimate 
which  has  to  be  sent  to  Washington,  approved,  and  then  go  to  the  paymaster. 

Q.  If  this  responsibility  is  upon  you  to  make  an  estimate,  why  do  you  not  go  into  the 
market  and  find  the  lowest  cash-price,  industriously,  laboriously,  every  time  ? — A.  If  I  t»k® 
the  price-current 

Q.  Answer  my  question — why  do  you  not  do  it  t — A.  Because  I  have  taken  the  price-cur- 
rent in  many  instauces. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  is  a  price-current  which  controls  and  governs  yon  in 
making  those  estimates  in  a  single  instance  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Won't  you  bring  me  a  paper  that  contains  the  price-current  of  lumber  that  you  bare 
calciilated  from  7 — A.  I  can  oring  them. 

Q.  Yon  are  here  as  an  officer  of  the  Government  and  subject  to  make  requisitions  and  you 
are  under  obligations  to  make  estimates ;  will  you  explain  to  this  committee  why  it  is  that 
your  estimate  is  not  made  at  the  lowest  cash  market-price  alwavs — at  the  lowest  cash  m^' 
ket-price  known  to  you  ? — A.  Well,  I  will  tell  you  why.  If  it  has  ever  exceeded  that  it  hM 
been  from  instructions  from  the  paymaster,  when  I  sent  in  a  requisition,  to  be  sure  that  m; 
price  would  purchase  the  article. 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  written  instructions  from  that  paymaster  f — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  tbins 
the  paymaster  will  tell  you  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  he  ever  crave  you  instructions  to  put  the  estimates  high  enough  to 
be  sure  to  purchase  the  article?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  gave  me  tnose  instructions. 

Q.  What  paymaster  has  given  you  those  instructions? — A.  Paymaster  Abbott,  of  Boston. 

Q.  Then,  according  to  his  request,  you  have  put  vour  estimates  high  enough  so  as  to  b«8nr| 
to  purchase  the  article.  Now,  did  you  ever  know  the  paymaster  to  buy  one  foot  of  lumber 
for  less  than  your  estimate  7 — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  have. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  he  has  not  7  Do  you  not  know  that  he  simply  hands  yoor esti- 
mates over  to  Mr.  Trickey  without  a  word  of  comment,  and  asks  him  to  fill  the  order  1—^ 
I  do  not  know  how  he  does  it.    I  know  Mr.  Trickey  always  furnishes  everything. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  this  fact,  that  you  push  up  your  estimates  for  your  own  reasonsi  o' 
out  of  respect  to  the  wishes  of  the  paymaster,  and  that  those  estimates  are  banded  over  to 
Mr.  Trickey  without  a  word  of  comment  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  that  to   be  the  fact. 

Q.  Do  you  not  believe  it  to  be  so  t — A.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ?— A.*I  only  know 

.  Q.  Answer  my  question  :  have  you  any  doubt  about  it?— A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Just  come  right  square  down  and  tell  me  if  yon  have  any  doubt  that  Mr.  Abbott  has  ft'* 
"ways  handed  your  estimates  over  to  Mr.  Trickey  without  asking  for  any  reduction  f— A-  } 
do  not  know  that  he  ever  asks  anybody  else,  or  how  he  gives  it  to  him.  That  is  done  in  hi' 
office,  not  in  mine. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  could  not  hold  his  office  at  this  navy -yard  withont  Mr* 
Trickey 'a  consent  7— A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  Mr.  Trickey  could  remove  him  7 — A.  I  don't  know  about 
that. 
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Q.  Have  you  any  doalt  that  Mr.  Abbott  thinks  so  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Ou  whom  did  you  rely  for  your  appointment  ? — ^A.  I  relied  for  my  appointment  upon 
Senator  Dawes,  principally,  and  Mr.  Pierce,  and  Speaker  Blaine. 

Q.  Mr.  Trickey  had  no  influence  in  your  appointment  1 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  knew  the 
man,  Dorsaw  him,  nor  had  anything  to  do  witn  him  whatever. 

Q.  Are  jon  not  satisfied  that  you  have  estimated  for  all  the  lumber  for  your  department 
at  a  price  above  the  market-price  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  satisfied  of  it. 

Q.  What  article  do  you  think  yon  have  estimated  at  a  fair  market-valuo  ? — A.  I  endeavor  ' 
to  all. 

Q.  Now*,  Mr.  Granger,  do  yon  look  upon  it  as  your  duty  in  every  estimate  which  you 
make  out  to  seek  the  lowest  market-price  for  the  article  ? — A.  Ye^,  s  r ;  the  best  goods  for  the 
money.  If  yon  will  let  me  add,  I  have  been  complimented  by  my  foremen  for  the  purchases 
that  have  been  made  ;  that  they  were  the  best  thatever  came  into  the  yard  ;  that  their  tools 
were  the  best.    I  have  sent  them  to  select  their  own  tools. 

Q  Have  you  been  complimented  by  anybody  who  was  a  judge  upon  the  fact  that  you 
have  bought  your  material  at  the  lowest  prices  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  they  made  the  prices. 

Q.  Who? — ^A.  These  foremen. 

<i.  Who  are  they  ^ — A.  Mr.  Gassidy  and  Mr.  Whitney. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  yon  allow  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  you  to  be  taken  by  other 
people  t~>A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  I  consider  that  I  am  serving  the  Government  when  I  do  so. 

Q.  Are  you  not  bound  to  judge  for  yourself  without  Mr.  Gassidy  in  regard  to  lumber  7 — 
Hare  yon  bought  any  other  article  in  such  large  quantities  as  lumber  ?  Is  not  lumber 
Taetlj  the  greatest  item  of  all  your  purchases  f — A.  I  do  not  know  as  it  would  be,  uecessa- 
lilj.    No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  What  article  have  you  purchased  in  as  large  quantities  as  lumber  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
as  there  has  been  anything  as  large  as  that.  My  purchases  have  all  been  small  since  I 
hare  been  here.  I  have  here  a  statement  of  everything  that  has  been  purchased,  amounting 
to  $69,476.92 ;  and  you  will  see  that  I  have  paid  8*^0.667.94  for  water  and  gas,  which  of 
course  were  not  purchases.  This  comprises  all  that  I  have  bought,  lumber,  tools,  and 
ererything,  since  I  have  been  here. 

^•Ument  of  materials  received  in  the  Department  of  Yards  and  Docks  from  September  24, 1874, 
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Q-  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Hastings  before  going  out  of  office  had  a  survey 
n^de^-A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  it  T— A.  He  did  it  himself. 

Q-  Did  he  die  in  office  or  out  of  office  f — A.  He  died  after  he  resigned. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  any  board  made  an  estimate  of  the  lumber  on  hand  ?— A.  No, 
'^-  I  present  a  statement  showing  the  discrepancies  between  the  surveys  and  the  quantities 
of  lumber  as  called  for  by  the  books. 
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Q.  Too  sajr  tbat  when  Mr.  Hastings  went  out  of  office  he  made  up  this  account  7 — A.  No, 
lir;  before  be  went  out  of  office.    That  U,  what  he  left  on  his  books  when  I  took  charge. 

Q.  I  noticed  that  in  most  of  the  items  he  finds,  bjr  bis  survejr,  precisely  the  same  amount 
tbat  appears  on  his  books,  even  to  a  single  foot ;  but  I  find  that  be  claims  to  have  on  hand 
13,538  feet  tf  maple,  while,  according  to  his  books,  he  should  have  had  on  hand  12,53d 
feet;  tbat  is,  he  had  more  on  hand  than  the  books  charged  him  with  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  that  he  had  on  hand,  according  to  his  survey,  29,505  feet  of  assorted  lum- 
ber, wbile  bis  books  show  that  he  should  have  had  on  hand  15,666  feet.  Now,  when  was 
tlie  larrej  made  upon  which  you  were  charged  T — A.  It  was  reported  in  October  of  the 
next  year. 

Q.  So  that  in  one  item  here  of  white-pine  lumber  there  was  a  dfscrepancy  of  262,746 
feet?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  is  a  deficiency  of  90,523  feet  of  white-pine  boards  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  those  deficiencies  were  not  ascertained  until  October,  1875  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  had  been  in  your  position  here  how  long  ? — A.  From  the  October  previous. 
Bnttbej  were  found  by  me  in  the  winter  of  the  same  year  that  I  took  charge. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  go  back  to  tbe  dredger.  You  told  me  tbat  there  were  two  gentlemen 
whom  you  knew,  or  who,  you  had  been  informed,  had* received  money  from  the  contractor  7 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  1  think  you  called  Mr.  Philip  Cassidy  one,  and  Mr.  Whitney  the  other  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir.  N 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  money  they  were  said  to  have  received  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  either  of  them  tell  jrou  if — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Has  either  of  them  denied  tbat  he  received  any  money  T — A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know 
of.  I  never  mentioned  it  to  them. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  you  understood  Mr.  Cassidy  received  from  the  contractor  ? — A.  I 
do  not  know  the  amount.     I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  waa  $40  or  $50. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  they  received  it  for  ?— A.  For  doing  work  unbeknown  to 
me. 

Q.  Work  which  you  did  not  order  7 — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  ordered  the  machinist  to  do  what  he  did  to  the  dredger  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not 
order  the  machinist  to  do  what  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  order  him  to  do  anything  f— A.  I  ordered  him  to  put  the  machinery  together, 
ud  pat  it  on  board  that  dredger,  and  he  reported  to  me,  and  his  report  is  on  file  in  my  office 
in  writing,  that  the  machinery  was  in  gooa  order,  and  almost  new. 

Q.  I  don*t  care  about  tbat.  You  did  tell  him  to  put  it  in  order,  and  put  it  on  board  the 
bo^  did  you  not  T— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  You  tdld  him  to  put  it  in  perfect  order,  put  it  on  board  the  boat,  and  put  it  in  place  on 
tkeboat?— A-  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  You  also  ordered  Mr.  Cassidy  to  haul  the  boat  up,  repair  her  bottom,  put  in  state- 
rooms, and  put  a  room  in  the  how  T — A.  I  never  ordered  Mr.  Cassidy  to  turn  his  band  over 
on  tbat  dredger,  sir.   The  only  transaction  I  had  with  Mr.  Cassidy  about  tbe  boat  was  to 
My  to  him,  **  These  parties  want  to  employ  mechanics.    Now  go  and  get  those   men  who 
(^▼e  been  dischargeo,  and  ^ve  them  a  chance." 

Q>  You  knew  that  he  expended  in  labor  something  like  $250,  did  you  not  7 — A.  No,  sir, 
I  did  not 

Q.  Why  should  you  not  know  itf — A.  It  was  kept  from  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  not  the  boat  rapaired  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W'as  it  not  here  forty  or  fifty  days,  undergoing  repairs  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  YOU  not  command  the  force  that  Mr.  Cassidy  had  charge  of  t— A.  No,  sir,  I  did 
oot  bare  charge  of  them.  Those  were  outside  parties.  I  saw  two  men  there  one  day  who 
were  on  the  rolls,  and  asked  Mr.  Cassidy  about  it,  and  he  said,  '*  I  have  simply  exchanged 
woikt  with  some  of  Mr.  Lews's  men  who  are  on  the  wharf."  Those  parties  were  paid 
l>7lbe  contractors.    , 

Q.  I  understand  that  a  certain  number  of  men  were  employed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
P^brMr.  Lewis ;  that  Mr.  Jjewis  gave  you  the  money,  and  you  handed  it  over  to  Mr. 
CaMldy  ?— -A.  I  never  touched  a  dollar.  I  would  not.  1  refused  it.  I  said  to  Mr.  Cassidy, 
"Yen  pay  Uiese  men  that  you  have  hired,"  and  Mr.  Lewis  gave  the  money  to  Mr.  Cassidy, 
lad  be  paid  them. 

Q.  Mr.  Cassidy  was  an  em  ploy  6  of  the  yard  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  be  employed  on  the  boat  7 — A.  He  bad  supervision  to  see  that  they  did  it  right. 

Q*  Did  you  order  him  to  overlook  it ;  did  you  tell  nim  to  look  out  for  it  7— A.  I  think  I 
did.  I  think  I  told  him  to  see  that  they  made  a  good  job. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Cassidy  took  that  boat  out  of  the  water  with  the  help  of 
^  machinist — drew  her  up  with  the  aid  of  the  steam-engine — and  then  repaired  her  bottom 
before  the  machinist  put  tne  engine  into  her  7 — A.  I  knew  she  was  hauled  out ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  it  took  labor  to  do  that  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  the  Government  furnished  all  that  labor  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not 
know  tbat  they  furnished  $1. 

Q-  Why  shonld  you  not  know  it  f  I  donH  understand  why  you  should  not  know  it,  if  such 
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a  thing*  was  going  on. — A.  I  do  not  know  the  workmen  in  the  yard.  He  went  oat  and  hired 
the  men  for  an  outside  party,  and  they  came  in  here.  I  never  asked  whether  they  had 
twenty  or  thirty  men.  I  only  knew  that  the  men  who  were  employed  there  were  doing 
the  work,  and  I  supposed  they  were  paid  for  it.  I  only  told  Mr.  Cassidy  that  these  men 
would  be  rpsponsible  for  the  pay  of  the  men. 

Q.  Yon  made  the  arrangement  with  the  commodore  that  those  men  should  have  the  use 
of  the  boat  for  repairing  her,  and  when  the  time  was  up  they  should  turn  her  over  to  the 
Government  t — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  ordered  the  machinist  to  goon  and  put  the  machinery  in  her?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
I  am  willing  to  stand. by  it.     I  did  that,  but  I  did  not  understand  that  to  be  repairs. 

Q.  You  knew  that  cost  something:  like'$500f — A.  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary, there  is  the 
engiueer*s  estimate,  with  everything  put  down,  even  to  putting  the  machinery  on  board,  for 
$275. 

Q.  You  knew  that  Mr.  Lewis's  agreement  was  to  pay  for  the  repairs  of  that  boat  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  called  upon  him  to  pay  this  bill  which  the  Government  has  aeainst  him 
for  repairing  it  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  know  that  the  Government  had  any  bill  against 
him  for  repairing  it. 

Q.  You  kuow  the  Government  has  spent  Si, 300  on  it, do  you  not? — A.  No, sir  ;  all  the 
rigging,  blocks,  and  tackle  came  back  with  the  dredge  and  went  into  the  store-house. 

Q.  Their  contract  was  that  they  were  to  repair  that  dredge,  and  bring  her  back  in  good 
working  condition.  If  it  needed  rigging  to  put  that  boat  in  perfect  repair,  you  perfectly 
well  understood  that  that  rigging  was  to  come  back  with  the  vessel,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  went  to  work  and  put  it  on  that  vessel,  and  you  claim  that  that  should  not  be 
charged  ? — A.  Why  should  it  be  charged  t 

Q.  Because  the  contract  was  that  they  should  put  in  perfect  repair.  It  was  simply  giving 
it  to  them.  What  business  had  you  to  give  them  anything  ?  When  the  contract  was  to  take 
it  as  they  found  it,  and  put  in  perfect  repair,  and  give  it  to  the  Grovemment  after  they  got 
through,  what  right  had  you  or  anybody  else  to  put  a  dollar's  worth  of  work  or  matenal 
upon  that  vessel  ? — A.  I  had  no  right  to  put  a  dollar's  worth  upon  that  vessel,  but  I  consid- 
ered that  I  had  a  right  to  give  them  the  rigging  of  the  dredger. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  consult  the  commodore  7 — A.  I  did  not  think  at  the  time  that  it  was 
necesssary  to  consult  anybody. 

Q.  Did  not  the  men  who  applied  to  you  understand  that  that  boat  was  out  of  order  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  could  have  inspected  her  before  they  touched  her  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  knew  her  machinery  was  up  in  the  loft  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  good  ord^f. 

Q.  Who  said  *» in  good  order?"— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Then  you  made  representations  which  were  not  communicated  to  the  commodore  ?— 
A.  The  commodore  knew  that. 

Q.  Did  he  know  what  you  said  to  them  7 — A.  I  don't  know  that  the  commodore  knew 
what  I  said  to  them. 

Q.  That  is,  you  made  certain  representations  to  them  that  you  wanted  to  make  g^d  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  it  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  it  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government. 

Q.  Before  they  took  possession  of  that  boat,  and  before  they  made  the  arrangement  with 
you,  was  there  not  an  estimate  made  that  it  would  cost  $2,000  to  put  her  in  order  ? — A.  No, 
sir ;  on  the  contrary,  there  was  an  estimate  that  the  expense  of  putting  that  dredge  in  good 
order  by  the  Government  would  not  exceed  1 1,1 11. 

Q.  Did  the  commodore  know  of  that  estimate  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  want  to  disabuse  your 
minds  in  regard  to  that  $2,000.  There  was  an  estimate  made  during  Mr.  Hastings's  admin- 
istration of  what  it  would  cost  to  paint  her,  put  a  new  roof  on  her,  and  do  everything  that 
was  recmired  to  put  her  in  perfect  order,  amounting  to  about  $1,100.  That  estimate  was 
sent  to  Washington  when  they  were  talking  of  repairing  the  dredge  to  do  Gk>vemmeDt 
work. 

Q.  Was  there  not  an  estimate  just  before  these  men  bad  it,  that  it  would  cost  $2,000  to 
put  her  in]repair  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  in  my  letter  to  the  Department  I  said  that  it  had 
**  been  stated  that  it  would  cost  at  least  a  thousand  dollars  to  put  her  in  repair."  I  think 
that  is  the  way  my  letter  reads. 

Q.  It  turned  out  that  $1,300,  or  thereabouts,  were  expended  upon  her  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  some  $600  by  the  contractors ;  is  that  not  so  ? — A.  That  is  so,  so  far  as  this  state- 
ment of  it  goes,  but  I  claim  that  that  statement  is  incorrect. 

Q.  In  what  particular  do  you  sav  it  it  is  incorrect  f — A.  I  pretend  to  say  it  is  incorrect. 
I  say  that  not  to  exceed  $250  would  place  that  machinery  on  board  that  boat. 

Q.  You  know  that  your  machinist  spent  almost  $500  on  it,  do  you  not  ? — A.  I  know  that 
whatever  be  spent  over  and  above  that  amount,  he  spent  unbeknown  to  me,  and  for  repairs 
on  that  dredge  which  I  never  ordered. 

Q.  Did  you  order  repairs  on  her  to  the  amount  of  $250,  by  him  ? — ^A.  I  ordered  no  repairs* 
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I  ordered  the  machinerj  pat  together,  (it  was  in  different  places  }n  his  Bhop,^  and  pnt  on 
that  dredge.  '        • 

Q.  In  ^ood  condition  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  say  that.  I  tell  jon  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  it  was  in  ^ood  order. 

Q.  YoQ  might  have  been  deceived  in  that.  It  is  not  what  yon  were  told,  bnt  whether  yon 
told  the  machinist  to  put  that  work  together,  and  put  it  on  board  t>^e  vessel  in  good  condi- 
tion T— A.  I  did  not  tell  him  so. 

Q.  What  were  your  instructions? — A.  My  instructions  were  to  put  that  machinery 
together,  and  put  it  on  board  that  vessel,  and  deliver  it  to  them. 

Q.  You  knew  that  when  they  put  it  on  board  thev  put  it  in  good  working  order,  did  you 
not  7— A.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  of  my  of  my  own  knowledge,  and  it  will  be  proved  to  you,  that 
it  was  not.  I  will  take  the  onus  of  putting  on  board  that  machinery  without  a  dollar,  or  a 
eent's  worth  of  labor  upon  it.  I  will  take  the  blame  of  painting  her,  which  I  should  have 
had  to  do  when  she  came  back,  which  I  considered  my  duty  as  a  Government  officer  to  do. 
AtK>ve  that,  1  disclium  ever  givine  an  order  to  expend  one  cent  upon  that  dredge.  I  have 
got  witnesses  to  prove  that  1  tola  them  not  to  touch  it,  and  that  when  the  Government 
Mked  me  to  make  a  report  of  what  had  been  done  on  that  dredge,  I  made  it  in  writing, 
And  sent  for  Messrs.  Cassidy  and  Whitney,  the  two  foremen  who  nad  worked  on  her,  and 
read  it  to  them,  and  said  :  **  Do  you  know  of  anything  more  that  has  been  done  on  this 
dredge  V*  And  they  both  said,  *'No  ;  that  is  right." 
Q.  Where  is  that  report  ? — A.  The  Department  have  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  you  not  got  a  copy  of  that  report  in  your  office  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  my  clerk  was 
tltere,  and  I  sent  for  them,  ana  said,  **  I  have  been  asked  from  Washington  to  state  what  I 
hare  done  to  this  dredge,  and  read  the  report  I  had  written  in  regard  to  it  to  them."  They 
said  it  was  right.  I  'said,  ''Very  weU,  I  will  send  it."  When  the  board  met  here  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter,  I  relied  upon  that  statement.  I  met  Mr.  Cassidy  after  he  had  testified, 
aaidlsaid,  "Well,  have  you  got  through  with  your  testimony f"  He  says,  "Yes."  1 
iiid,  "  You  had  no  work  to  do  on  that  dredge."  He  said,  **  I  done  something  on  it ;"  just 
that  way.  I  made  him  no  reply,  for  I  knew  there  was  no  earthly  reason  why  he  should 
tarn  his  fineer  over,  for  those  parties  had  told  him  to~^re  the  men  to  do  that  work,  and 
given  him  the  money  to  pay  them,  and  he  had  no  reason  in  the  world  to  turn  his  hand  over, 
or  do  a  dollar's  worth  of  work  oh  it  I  went  before  the  committee,  and  they  said  I  would 
have  a  chance  to  explain  and  put  in  rebutting  evidence  at  a  future  time.  I  supposed  an 
opportunity  would  be  offered  me  to  be  heard,  and  I  have  waited  from  that  time  until  this 
for  a  chance  to  put  in  my  testimony.  I  can  prove  ail  these  things  I  have  stated  ;  that  I 
ibiolntely  refused  to  have  them  touch  the  dredge,  and  that  when  I  sent  my  report  I  called 
tbem  up  and  read  it  to  them,  and  they  said  it  was  right ;  but  afterward  they  testified  that 
tkej  bad  done  certain  things  on  the  boat. 

Q.  By  whom  can  yon  prove  these  facts  f — A.  By  my  chief  derk,  Mr.  Haskell. 

(j.  What  is  the  name  of  your  foreman-machinist  T — A.  Whitney. 

Q.  Did  he  not  report  to  you  every  day  who  were  at  work  on  that  dredge  under  him  in  his 
department  ? — A.  No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  he  did  work  on  that  dredge  on  fifty  different  days  that  was  paid 
for  by  the  Government,  and  did  you  not  get  reports  in  your  office  to  that  effect  during  the 
time  they  were  at  work  on  that  boat? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  The  reports  that  come  to  my 
office  are  reports  where  the  men  are  working  to-day.  The  reports  that  go  to  the  time-clerk's 
office  are  reports  where  the  men  worked  yesterday.  The  time-clerk's  reports  are  made  up 
semi-monthly.  They  do  not  come  to  my  office.  They  are  left  in  the  mustering-clerk's  office, 
gwiog  the  time  of  the  men.  The  reports  that  came  to  my  office  bore  no  such  record  at  all. 
The  fact  that  men  employed  by  tne  Government  were  at  work  on  that  dredge  was  first 
brought  to  my  attention  by  my  clerk,  who  said,  *'  The  report  comes  in  that  men  are  work- 
ing on  that  dredge,"  and  I  sent  for  my  foreman  and  told  them  not  to  touch  it. 

Q.  Does  not  the  foreman  of  every  gang  report  to  you  what  his  men  are  doing,  and  what 
particular  job  they  are  eng^aged  upon  f  Do  they  not  say,  **  So  many  at  work  on  the  wharf," 
Ac?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  before  this  committee  that  this  man,  Whitney,  did  not  report  to  you  so 
many  men  employed  by  the  Government,  and  paid  by  the  Government,  working  upon  this 
dredge  T  Do  yon  swear  to  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  1  swear  to  that.  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood about  it.  The  reports  that  came  to  my  notice  did  not  have  any  men  charged  to  the 
dredger,  and  when  my  clerk  said,  **  Here  are  some  men  reported  as  working  on  the  dredger," 
I  sent  for  Mr.  Cassidy  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said,  **  Here  is  a  report  which  says  you  are  at 
work  on  this  dredger ;  what  are  you  doing  7"  And  Mr.  Cassidy  said,  **  They  broke  some- 
thing that  my  men  can  mend  in  half  an  hour,  and  I  told  them  to  do  it." 

By  Mr.  Miixs: 

Q.  Can  a  man  get  any  material  out  of  the  stores  without  your  authority  t — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Then  bow  could  they  obtain  the  material  to  repair  this  vessel  7 — A.  Mr.  Cassidy  might 
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have  obtained  it  for  other  purposeR.   When  I  come  to  my  timber-account  I  will  explairx 
satisfactorily,  I  think.  ' 

Q.  I  wish  to  know  whether  in  order  to  obtain  the  material  under  you  keeping  a  party  la  ti 
not  have  a  pass  with  your  signature  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  doors  do  not  stand  open  so  that  a  man  can  ^o  in  and  get  lumber  ? — A.  No,   ^  \\ 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  way  by  which  they  could  have  obtained  this  lumber  to  re  j>ai 
this  vessel  by  fraudulent  means  ! — A.  By  getting  lumber  for  something  else  that  they  h^o 
in  their  workshops. 

Q.  And  having  it  charged  to  some  other  acc-ount  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  never  gave  them  authority  to  obtain  lumber  from  some  oiJier 
place  to  work  on  the  boat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  most  emphatically  say  so. 

Q.  Is  it  the  custom  in  your  department,  and  in  all  these  departments,  for  the  foremen  fo 
state  in  their  reports  what  the  men  are  at  work  upon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  report  comes  from 
Mr.  Cassidy,  for  instance,  that  he  has  fifty  men,  forty  men  at  work  on  the  wharf,  and  tea 
men  somewhere  else.     Those  are  the  stations  at  which  those  men  are  at  work  that  morning 
when  set  at  work. 

Q.  Then  if  those  men,  Cassidy  and  Whitney,  did  not  place  on  the  reports  they  made  (be 
names  of  the  men  who  were  at  work  on  a  panicular  day,  you  would  have  no  means  of  kDow* 
ing  that  they  were  at  work  on  that  boat  f — A.  That  is  just  what  I  mean. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  they  give  you  the  names  of  the  men,  or  only  say  so  many  men  working  at  this 
place? — A.  They  do  not  give  the  names.  When  this  report  came  to  me,  and  the  con* 
versation  occurred  as  I  have  stated,  I  sent  for  the  men  and  told  them,  **It  doesnUm&ke 
any  difference  if  it  is  not  a  ten-minutes*  job  ;  don''t  you  touch  that  dredge.*' 

Q.  You  seem  to  imply  pretty  strongly  here  that  those  two  men  have  been  doing  Rome- 
thing  without  your  authority  and  wiuiont  your  knowledge  t — A.I  do,  most  emphaticali  j ; 
that  isjiut  what  I  mean. 

Q.  They  say  they  did  nothing  without  your  authority  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  is  where 
they  fall  back.  I  stand  almost  isolated  on  this  yard.  When  this  lumber  matter  first  came  op 
the  commodore  appointed  the  man  who  was  chairman  of  the  board  on  the  dredger  the  chair- 
man of  that  board,  and  on  something  that  I  ferreted  out,  becauM  I  was  bouna  to  havem; 
books  straight,  they  made  a  report  and  sent  it  to  Washington  that  I  should  be  dutmi^i^ 
the  service.  They  never  called  me  before  them.  There  was  nothing  to  (diow  that  I  wu  re- 
sponsible in  any  way  for  tlie  deficiency,  but  by  inference  that  report  said  that  I  was  the  m&u- 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  giving  orders  for  lumber  in  writing  T — A.  I  am  now. 

Q.  Were  yon  before  this  f — A.  The  foreman-joiner  comes  and  wants  certain  thiti^  for 
repairs,  and  I  order  the  store^clerk  to  deliver  them  to  him. 

Q.  In  writing  or  verbally  T— A.  That  has  been  done  verbally.  The  foreman-joiner  will  go 
down  to  the  store,  and  they  will  deliver,  say,  J, 000  or  1,500  feet  of  plank,  and  a  memoranduffl 
is  sent  to  the  office,  and  at  the  end  of  a  mouth  those  are  consolidated  and  compared  with  the 
joiner's  minutes  which  he  has  kept.  He  signs  that  receipt,  and  there  is  a  voucher  for  the 
Government,  because  a  man  cannot  send  to  the  shed  and  tell  just  what  he  wants. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  orders  to  the  foreman  for  ma- 
terial or  lumber  or  for  anything  in  your  department  of  yards  and  docks? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
cannot  get  along  without  doing  so.  There  is  no  way  to  defraud  the  Government.  Asl  say, 
I  don't  Know  how  much  to  deliver.  For  instance,  a  steam-pipe  bursts,  and  we  bare  to 
supply  the  pipe.  We  do  not  know  whether  one  length  or  two  Lengths  will  be  wanted,  and 
I  tell  (he  store- keeper,  **  Deliver  to  the  man  what  he  wants,  and  take  his  receipt  for  it" 

Q.  ^V  hen  the  heads  of  your  department  go  there  and  get  anything,  does  not  the  clerk  at 
vour  store  take  a  receipt  for  whatever  the  foreman  takes  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  the  waj  I 
have  been  running  it. 

Q.  You  direct  your  store-clerk  to  take  a  receipt  from  Mr.  Cassidy  or  any  other  foreman  o 
whatever  he  may  deliver  him  ?— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  have  you  kept  Mr.  Whitney  and  Mr.  Cassidy  in  your  employment,  when  voi 
do  not  believe  them  to  be  truthful  and  faithful  to  the  Government  f — A.  Because  I  am  wait 
ing  for  a  settlement  of  this  case.  I  have  never  been  in  such  a  position  that  I  could  remov 
or  disi)iace  them.  I  never  knew  of  this  until  after  this  board  met.  Everything  was  appai 
ently  fair  and  square  with  them  and  with  me.  I  kept  it  to  myself,  only  reporting  it  to  th 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  I  told  him  if  I  could  nave  a  hearing,  I  could  show  that  tb 
statements  which  I  made  were  correct.  Those  men,  every  one  of  them,  opposed  my  appoin 
ment  tooth  and  nail,  but  I  have  never  displaced  one  of  them.  I  come  here  an  entire  strange 
and  they  Were  politically  opposed  to  me.    They  worked  for  one  man  and  I  for  another. 

Q.  Fur  whom  were  they  working  ? — A.  I  believe  that  when  a  person  is  a  servant  of  ai 
other  or  a  government,  he  should  work  for  that  government.  That  is.  If  he  comes  in  hei 
and  claims  a  position  to  work  under  an  administration,  he  should  not  work  against  the  a 
ministration  that  placed  him  here  when  a  political  crisis  occurs  iu  the  country,  unless  f 
treason  or  something  of  that  kind. 
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Q.You  claim  that  these  fellows  did  not  support  Mr.  Rice? — A.  No, sir,  I  do  not.  I  say 
that  tbey  went  against  the  nominee  of  this  district,  but  I  never  spoke  one  word  to  them  one 
way  or  tbe  other,  and  you  will  find  that  when  this  excitement  was  going  on  about  the  elec- 
tioD  mj  department  was  decreased  instead  of  increased. 


Boston,  March  24,  1876. 
Commander  Alfred  T.  Mahan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Qoestion.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  live-oak  timber  that  is  said  to  have  been 
received  at  the  yard  within  the  lust  few  months,  where  it  came  from,  and  whether  it  had 
b«en  inspected  and  rejected  or  not? — A.  I  don*t  know  anything  of  my  own  knowledge.  I 
only  know  common  report  about  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  abuses  in  the  construction  department,  such  as  receiv- 
inf  timber  not  fit  for  use,  or  improper  measurements,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — ^A.  Not  of 
my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  deficiency  in  lumber  in  any  of  the  departments  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Id  whose  department? — A.  In  the  civil  engineer's  department. 

Q.  To  what  extent? — A.  It  is  between  half  a  million  and  a  million  feet  of  lumber. 

Q.  How  did  that  occur? — A.  It  is  not  certainly  known.  It  occurred  before  the  present 
incumbent  came  in. 

Q.  Who  was  the  prior  incumbent  ? — A.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Hastings.  He  is  now 
deid. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  came  from  ? — A.  He  came  here  from  the  New  York  yard. 

Q.  Was  he  an  officer  in  the  Army  ? — A.  No,  not  that  I  know  of.  He  was  a  civil  ap- 
pointee of  Government. 

Q.  He  was  an  officer  ? — A.  He  was  a  civil  officer  and  a  salaried  officer. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  appointed  ? — A.  I  don't  know  the  date  of  his  appointment. 

Q.  What  sort  of  timber  is  in  the  charge  of  the  civil  engineer  7 — A.  Timber  for  the  con- 
struction of  houses, driuns,  and  things  of  that  kind,  all  qualities;  not,  of  course,  the  heavv 
timber  that  is  used  for  ship-construction. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  that  timber  which  is  missing  7 — A.  I  don't  remember.  The  way 
I  know  what  I  do,  I  was  on  a  board  of  investigation,  and  we  tried  to  find  out  how  it  was 
lost  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  make  and  render  a  report  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^  Can  you  furnish  a  copy  of  that  report  f — A.  A  copy  of  the  report  can  be  got  from  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  at  Washington,  to  whom  it  was  made,  and  possibly  the  com- 
maodant  may  have  a  copy  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  investigate  that  before  Mr.  Hastings  left  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  we  investigated  it 
iboQt  six  weeks  ago. 

Q.  Did  he  die  in  the  service,  or  did  he  leave  it  before  he  died  ? — A.  He  died  in  the  service. 
Tbe  conclusion  was  that  probably  the  timber  was  never  received ;  that  is,  it  was  a  deficiency, 
caused  by  false  receipting,  which  is  due,  of  course,  to  inadequate  inspection.  The  civil 
ogioeer  inspects  and  receipts  for  his  own  lumber ;  consequently,  of  course,  if  he  is  dishonest, 
be  can  receipt  for  an  amount  not  received,  and  there  is  no  check  upon  him. 

Q.  The  same  thing  might  occur  in  the  construction  department,  could  it  not  ? — A.  I  believe 
it  eoold.  I  believe  all  the  bureaus  inspect  their  own  stores,  which  is  radically  wrong,  in 
my  judgment. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  deficiency  in  the  material  for  ship-building  here  in  any 
other  department  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  delivered  the  lumber  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Hastings  7 — A.  No, 
lir;  but  tbe  books  of  the  engineer  will  show  that. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  that  deficiency  was  in  7  Was  it  pine  lumber  7 — A.  All 
kinds.  There  were  at  least  fifteen  different  kinds,  in  which  there  was  more  or  less  discrep- 
ancy between  the  amount  on  hand  and  the  amount  which  the  books  called  for.  There  was 
ipruoe,  pine,  walnut,  and  maple. 

Q.  Will  not  the  books  show  when  that  lumber  was  delivered,  and  by  whom  ? — A.  The 
Munoeer's  book  will  show. 

Q.  Who  ought  to  know  about  it  ? — A.  The  report  of  the  board  censured  Mr.  Granger,  the 
ciril  engineer  of  the  yard,  for  not  having  inspected  the  matter  until  he  had  been  in  office  a 
Jfv,  but  we  found  nothing  to  show  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  disappearance  of  that 
Inmber. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  Government  property  being  used  on  tbis  yard  for  individo^ 
purposes  ?— A.  I  am  not  aware  of  anything* 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  lumber  taken  from  the  yard,  to  be  used  to  build  bouses  oatai«3i 
of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  has  given  any  consideration  for  an  official  positjoo 
to  parties  about  the  yard  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  taking  up  collections  in  the  yard  for  the  purpose  of 
making  p'esents  to  any  officers! — A.  No,  sir;    that  they  would    conceal  from  me;  and, 
moreovi  r,  there  has  not  been  anything  going  on  for  the  six  months  I  have  been  here. 
^  Q.  Do  y  )u  know  whether  any  drafU  have  been  drawn  against  the  fund  appropriated  for 
the  build  n:  of  the  eight  sloops  of  war  other  than  for  that  purpose? — A.  I  Know  a^  fur  as 
this  :  The  paymaster  of  the  yard,  W.  W.  WoodhuU,  told  me  that  he  had  received  monej  (I 
think  I  make  the  statement  correctly)  which  was  to  be  charged  aeainst  the  appropriation  for 
the  eight  sloops ;  audit  did  not  come  in  his  province  to  pay  any  uiarges  for  such  sloops.  Be 
has  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

»  Q.  What  does  he  do  1 — A.  He  is  simply  the  paymaster  who  pays  the  officers  and  em- 
ployes of  the  yard. 

Q.  Not  the  purchasing-paymaster  7 — A.  Not  the  purchasing-paymaster ;  he,  i.  e.,  the  por- 
chasing-paymastor,  is  the  man  who  makes  payments  for  any  work  that  is  done. 

Q.  He  simply  had  deposited  with  him  a  portion  of  the  money  charged  to  that  accoant?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  money  was  to  be  charged  against  the  eight  sloops. 

Q.  Did  he  state  whether  or  not  the  money  had  been  drawn  out  by  check)  from  his  posses- 
sion f — A.  The  money  is  furnished  to  him  and  he  sends  in  monthly  reports,  in  wnich  be 
states  the  money  received  and  the  appit)priation  against  which  it  is  charged. 

Q.  It  is  charged  to  the  eight  sloops-oNwar  fund  ? — A.  A  certain  amount  is  on  bis  boob, 
and  he  pays  the  money  out  to  employes  and  the  officers. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  There  is  no  work  being  done  on  the  eight  sloops  of  war  T — A.  There  is  not  now,  bntif 
there  was,  it  would  not  be  Mr.  WoodhuU's  business  to  pay  any  bills  on  the  eight  sloops  of 
war. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

•  Q.  Is  he  in  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  the  paymaster  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  contract  for  the  boilers  of  the  Wachusett  f — A.  Only 
that  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  boilers  for  the  Wachusett  were  contracted  for,  and  I  think 
the  person  said  that  the  man  who  got  the  contract  had  not  even  got  a  shop. 

Q.  Who  made  the  contract  T — A.  I  forget  the  name,  if  I  heard  it ;  and  I  do  not  think  I 
heard  it.    Those  contracts  are  all  made  at  Washington. 

Q.  Who  would  be  likely  to  be  the  paymaster  through  whom  the  payments  would  be  naade 
on  those  boilers  to  the  contractor  7 — A.  I  take  it,  Mr.  Abbott.  The  bills  would  be  sent  in, 
properly  vouched  for  as  to  the  work  done,  which  would  be  by  the  engineering  departmeDt. 

Q.  Supposing  they  were  to  advance  him  any  money  before  any  work  was  done.— A.  That 
would  be  by  authority  of  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam -Engineering.  The  man  here  coald 
not  authorize  it. 

Q.  Suppose  the  contractor  for  the  boilers  of  the  Wachusett  desires  to  get  an  advance,  u 
some  others  have  done,  before  the  work  is  done ;  to  whom  would  he  apply  T — A.  He  woald 
apply  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  and  If  he  gave  him  the  order,  I  am  not 
sure  whether  it  would  have  to  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  commandant  here,  but  I  pre- 
sume it  would,  and  then  it  would  have  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Abbott,  if  it  was  done  without  the 
work  being  done  But  if  the  work  had  been  done  there  would  have  to  be  a  certificate  from 
the  yard  that  it  had  been  done. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  boilers  that  were  made  for  the  Lackawanna  f —A. 
There  was  a  report  that  the  boilers  were  contracted  for  here  in  the  East,  the  Lackawanna 
being  in  San  francisco,  and  that  they  started  them  across  the  plains,  and  Uiey  are  adnft 
somewhere  out  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco  now. 

Q.  Who  would  be  likely  to  give  us  correct  information  on  that  subject  t — A.  You  would 
have  to  go  to  Washington  for  that. 

Q.  The  Lackawanna  has  gone  to  sea  without  those  boilers  t — A.  She  is  now  at  sea. 

Q.  Other  boilers  were  put  in  herf — A.  Yes,  sir.  She  is  now,  I  think,  in  commission  in 
China ;  I  am  not  sure.  My  understanding  was,  that  the  contract  was  that  they  were  to  be 
delivered  in  San  Francisco;  but  they  were  not  delivered,  and  there  is  a  hitch  somewhere. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  coal  being  contracted  for  here  at  the  yard  and  rejected, 
and  afterward  received  here  by  orders  from  tne  bureau  ? — A.  I  know  that  it  is  said  such 
was  the  case.    My  knowledge  is  only  hearsay. 

Q.  What  coal  was  that  and  when  was  it  delivered  7 — A.  It  was  in  the  winter  of  1870-71, 
I  think,  and  Admiral  Steedman  was  the  commandant.  I  sailed  on  a  ship  about  that  time, 
and  they  said  we  had  some  of  that  coal.  When  we  got  to  sea  we  found  our  cx>al  was  very 
bad  ;  and  they  were  talking  about  it,  and  they  said  that  it  was  the  coal  that  had  beeo  sur- 
veyed and  condemned,  and  retained  over  the  survey.   That  is  the  way  I  came  to  hear  abont  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  abuses  than  those  of  which  you  have  spoken  in  any  of  the 
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departmente  of  the  navy -yard  ^ — A.  I  know,  as  the  result  |of  onr  investigation  of  the  civil 
eoglDeer's  department,  that  it  is  kept  in  a  very  loose  way,  exceedingly  loose,  and,  I  presume, 
that  it  has  come  to  your  knowledjs^e  that  there  were  very  serious  charges  against  Mr.  Gran- 
ger, with  reference  to  the  dredger. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  that  department  is  in  any  safer  condition  now  than  it  was  before  ? — 
—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  on  the  subject  of  a  change  of  the  officer  in  co.r.mand  of  that  de- 
ptrtmentf — A.  My  own  feeling  is  strongly  against  his  reliability. 

Q.  What  is  the  necessity  of  that  office  at  all  ? — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  necessity  now. 

Q.  Can  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  civil  engineer  be  performed  by  some  others  in  the 
jiH  without  any  detriment  to  the  public  service  f — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Equally  as  well  7 — A.  Quite  as  well,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  yon  not  officers  here  much  better  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  ? — A.  I  think 
somjself;  that  is  my  opinion.  But  I  should  like  to  say  that  if,  as  whs  the  case  during  the 
war,  there  were  large  buildings  going  up,  it  is  probable  the  naval  officer's  knowledge  would 
Dot  extend  to  such  buildings.  The  knowledge  of  an  expert  would  be  required  ;  but  I  don't 
thiuk  jou  find  that  in  the  civil  engineer. 

Q.  Coald  they  not  go  out  and  employ  engineers  ? — A.  Certainly  they  could,  and  they 
would  get  a  better  and  more  competent  man.  The  naval  officers  ordinarily  could  do  all 
the  work  of  the  civil  engineer.  As  things  now  are  in  the  yard,  there  is  no  necessity  for  a 
ciril  eogioeer. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Could  not  tlie  heads  of  the  departments,  with  their  foremen  under  them,  such  as  car- 
penters, masons,  and  machinists,  perform  those  duties,  if  plans  were  drawn  by  outside  en- 
^iueers,  and  submitted  to  the  departments  ? — A.  I  think  so ;  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Why  would  not  the  foreman  carpenter  be  competent  to  do  all  that  work,  if  he  had 
proper  plans  7 — A.  I  think  he  is,  or  else  he  is  not  fit  tor  his  business. 

Q.  And  so  with  the  mason-work  1 — A.  The  same  way ;  we  have  foremen  of  all  thes^ 
braoehes  in  the  yard. 

Q.  What  are  the  specific  charges  which  you  understand  have  been  made  against  Mr. 
(rraoger,  or  which  the  testimony  would  sustain  ? — A.  The  charge  in  regard  to  the  dredger 
is  this :  There  was  a  proposition  ma<]e  by  some  outside  parties  to  use  the  Government  dred- 
j^er;  that  as  a  ^Mtif  ^o  9H0  they  would  put  the  dredger  in  thoroughly  good  order.  That 
vu  to  be  the  pay  they  would  make  for  the  use  of  this  dredger.  That  was  recommended 
bjMr.  Granger,  and  received  the  sanction  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  in  Washing- 
ton. They  were  to  have  it  for  a  specified  time,  three  months,  I  think.  Under  those 
dicomstances  they  took  the  dredger.  Mr.  Granger  allowed  them  to  keep  it  much  over  the 
time  ipecified,  and,  in  addition,  it  was  shown  by  the  passes  for  material  out  of  the  yard,  that 
be  had  passed  out  $2,000  worth  of  material  to  be  put  upon  this  dredger  while  in  the  hands 
of  those  parties,  which  was  a  direct  breach  of  contract.  Their  purchase-money,  so  to  speak, 
of  the  dredger,  was  to  put  it  in  order  and  supply  the  material  that  was  used.  I  was  not  on 
that  board,  which  consisted  of  Captain  Chandler,  Captain  Brown,  and  Lieutenant-Corn- 
maodrr  Nichols. 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  that  Mr.  Granger  received  any  consideration  from  these  par- 
ties t~A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  And  the  other  point  that  you  heard  against  him  was,  that  he  suffered  the  amount  of 
lamber  in  his  department  to  go  unverified  for  a  whole  year  after  he  took  possession  7 — A. 
Vei,  sir:  and  my  recollection  is,  that  it  was  shown  that  he  knew  of  this  deheiency  as  much 
M  nine  months  before  he  took  any  steps  to  ascertain  whether  it  existed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  in  any  way  he  was  connected  with  the  former  civil  engineer 
or  interested  with  him  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q«  YoQ  know  nothing  more  of  your  own  knowledge  than  you  have  stated  f — A.  I  can  tell  you 
one  or  two  things  that  came  out  in  the  course  of  the  investigation.  For  instance :  we  found 
vbat  we  call  a  *'  store-order  "  that  called  for  2,000  feet  of  lumber  which  was  changed  to 
12,1)00  by  putting  a  1  before  the  2.  Then  another  item,  in  the  same  store-order,  was  changed 
in  the  aame  manner  so  as  Xo  call  for  20,000  more  feet  of  lumber  than  actually  had  been 
BMd.  Then  these  store-orders  required  the  authentication  of  the  foreman  carpenter,  who 
OSes  this  material.  He  refused  to  sign  them,  and  went  to  Mr.  Granger  about  it,  and  Mr. 
OrtQ|rer  said  he  supposed  that  Mr.  Haskell,  the  chief  clerk,  wanted  to  square  up  his  books, 
^t  was  all  the  comment  upon  it.  Those  orders  were  produced  before  us  so  that  we  could 
^  exactly  where  the  alterations  had  been  made ;  ai:d  then  subsequently,  when  Mr.  Cassidy, 
the  foreman  carpenter,  refused  to  sign  the  orders,  those  two  units  were  scratched  but.  Then, 
^  the  return  sent  to  Washington,  we  found  four  or  five  evident  forgeries  of  a  foreman's 
name,  and  called  him  up,  and  he  said  they  were  not  his  signatures. 
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Q.  Committed  during  Mr.  Granger's  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Gran^^er's  name  wm  signed 
to  the  papers.  It  is  only  right  to  saj  that  that  might  have  been  mere  carelessness  on  Mr. 
Granger's  part.  Of  course,  he  has  to  take  the  responsibility  ;  but  it  may  have  been  mere 
heedlessness.  I  think  he  ought  to  have  known  the  signatures  of  the  men  which  came  to 
him. 

Q.  He  ought  to  have  recognized  the  signatures  of  his  subordinates  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  Prop- 
erly, all  these  store-orders  require  his  own  signature  and  that  of  his  subordinates.  This 
man's  signature  was  very  easily  recognized  from  the  fact  that  he  had  injury  to  bis  arm 
which  made  his  handexQeedingly  tremulous,  and  his  signature  was  peculiar  for  that  renson. 
These  four  or  five  signatures  that  I  speak  of  were  written  as  a  perfectly  well  man  wonid 
write, 

Q.  Did  you  pursue  that  down  and  find  out  who  committed  those  forgeries? — A.  No,  sir; 
we  did  not. 

Q.  You  became  satisfied  that  the  administration  of  affairs  in  that  Department  was  very 
loose  T — A.  Very  loose. 

Q.  Did  you  recommend  his  removal  ? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  our  province  to  do  that. 

Q.  By  whom  were  the  passes  signed  f — A.  By  Mr.  Granger. 


Boston,  March  *25,  1676. 
Commander  George  Dewey  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  What  is  your  profession,  sir? — Answer.  I  am  commander  in  the  Navy.    At 
present,  light-house  inspector  of  the  second  district. 

Q.  On  duty  where? — A.  On  duly  in  Boston,  at  the  second  light-house. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  hemp  that  was  condemned  at  Charlestown,  and 
afterward  purchased  by  the  Government? — A.  Well,  I  have  heard.  In  the  fall  of  18701 
was  here  on  duty  in  this  navy-yard,  and  heard  (we  hear  a  ^reat  many  things)  that  a  cargo 
of  hemp,  consisting,  I  should  think,  of  about  three  hundred  tons,  had  been  sent  here,  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Cattell,  of  New  Jersey ;  that  it  had  been  rejected  by  the  inspector  of  heinp  at 
this  place ;  and  that  an  order  was  received  afterward  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
receive  it, 

Q.  And  it  was  received  ? — A.  Now,  that  part  of  it  I  don't   know. 

Q.  Here  it  says,  by  my  informant,  **  that  a  quantity  of  hemp  and  cdrdage  which  was 
perfectlv  rotten,  and  condemned  by  the  naval  inspector  at  Charlestown,  and  yet  paid  for  by 
orders  from  Washington  7  " — A.  Now,  you  see  I  don't  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge.  1 
only  wish  I  did  know  it.   I  was  on  duty  here  at  the  yard. 

Q.  Where  can  I  make  t!ie  inquiry  ?  Would  it  come  from  the  Bureau  of  Equipment? — ^A. 
Captain  Spicer,  who  is  on  duty  here  at  the  yard,  is  the  equipment  officer.  He  is  in  charge  of 
the  rendezvous.   He  was  the  man  in  charge  of  the  equipment  bureau. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  Navy  that  you  could  report  to  the  committee  ? — A. 
The  last  ship  that  I  commanded,  (the  Narragansett, )  the  paymaster  of  the  ship  got  his  ac- 
counts into  such  a  condition  that  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  sent  a  clerk  out  to 
investigate  the  accounts,  and  he  was  on  board  the  ship  under  my  command,  and  was  on  my 
ship  living  with  me  some  two  weeks,  investigating  his  account.  He  told  me  that  he  found  the 
paymaster  short  about  between  ^2,000  and  t^i^OOO  in  cash.  It  was  Assistant  Paymaster 
McGowan.   He  is  on  duty  on  board  the  Pawnee  now. 

Q.  Has  any  inquiry  been  ordered  into  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  Navy  Department  knew  it? — A.  They  must  have  known  it. 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer  that  investigated  it  7 — A.  He  was  a  clerk  of  the  Fourth  Auditor's 
Office,  and  his  name  is  Brown.   He  had  no  right  to  be  |2,000  short  in  his  cash. 

Q.  Now  <?o  you  know  of  any  property  that  has  been  clandestinely  taken  from  (his  yard 
by  any  person  t — A.  I  have  heard  a  report  lately  about  the  civil  engineer.     (You  know  we 
talk  these  things  over  among  ourselves,  and  we  hear  this  and  that,  but  It  is  another  thing  to 
be  stating  what  I  know  under  oath.) 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  abuses  that  you  can  think  of,  the  correction  of  which  you  can 
suggest  to  the  committee  ? — A.  I  think  there  are  eo  many.   Have  you  ever  read  the  plan  of 
Captain  Luce  for  a  joint  commission  ?  I  think  everything  is  wrong  about  the  Navy.  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  something  of  that  kind,  sucu  as  is  found  in  Captain  Lace's 
suggestion. 

Cj.  Do  yon  think  that,  providing  the  heads  of  Departments  should  go  according  to  the 
laws  of  Congress,  there  would  be  as  many  abuses  in  the  Navy  as  there  are  at  the  present 
time  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  if  the  heads  of  Departments  will  be  sustained  in  their  interpretation  of 
the  law. 

Q.  You  mean  if  the  heads  of  Departments  at  Washington  would  obey  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, there  would  not  be  as  many  abuses  7 — A.  Of  course  there  would  not.  But  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  there  are  laws  enough  to  cover  every  case.  For  instance,  lumping  the 
naval  appropriation.  That  is  all  wrong-  I  believe  that  the  money  that  you  appropriate 
for  the  pay  of  the  Navy  is  not  used  for  the  pay  of  the  Navy. 


BOSTON    NAVY-YARD.  199 

BjMr.JoSES: 

Q.  Don't  you  tbiuk  it  would  be  an  improveineDt  to  the  Navy  if  a  law  should  be  parsed 
iD  t'oD/rress  takiugf  the  commission  awav  from  any  officer  connected  with  the  Navy,  if  he 
did  not  discharge  his  duty  honestly,  and  in  obedience  to  law,  and  thai  he  should  be  finally 
dismissed  i — A.  I  do  think  so.  I  think  so  most  certainly.  But  I  don't  believe  the  trouble 
is  there  with  the  officers. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  25,  1876. 
JcKEMfAH  S.  Remick  swom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  MlLLi< : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  worked  on  the  yard  here  ? — Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  f — A.  Well,  perhaps  on  and  off  for  twenty-five  years  ;  sometimes  here  three 
mouths  and-sometimes  six. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  t — A.  I  began  as  quarterman  shipwright. 

Q.  Were  ever  you  quarterman  under  Mr.  Spragne,  that  had  charge  of  the  bending-ma* 
cbiue  f— A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Griffiths  had  charge  when  I  was  quarterman  on  it ;  when  I  was 
there. 

y.  Have  you  any  books  or  papers  that  will  show  what  material  was  bent  by  that  ma- 
cbiue?— A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  what  condition  it  was  bent  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

ii.  Please  show  them. — A.  My  private  memorandum  would  give  it  to  you ;  the  time- 
book  and  journal  simply  fives  the  work  that  waa  done  and  what  it  was  on,  but  not  the 
coDditioD.  There  are  orders  that  I  have  received  from  the  Construction  Department 
aboot  the  work  and  other  things  about  the  yard,  delivering  tools,  &.C.,  and  various  mat- 
ters. Those  that  you  see  there  upon  that  book  show  what  the  men  were  at  work  upon 
Minch  a  date.  These  are  all  different  dates.  '*  1874,  January  1,  Thomas  W.  Goods  paid 
uw\ug  dead-wood  for  Mr.  McKay,  &c." 

Q.  Was  this  in  the  saw-mill  ?-^A.  No,  sir  ;  in  the  bending-mill.  This  book  relates  alto- 
father  to  the  bending-mill.  That  one  entry  illustrates  the  whole  thing.  That  takes  one 
fflso.  This  next  entry  takes  another  man,  George  C.  Glover,  and  states  what  he  was 
doing  for  the  whole  month.  That  man  was  sawing.  Then  Benjamin  W.  Coffin  was  repair- 
ing the  frame-work  for  the  pUnk-shear  for  the  vandalia.  That  was,  fixing  the  ma- 
chinery for  bending  the  plank-shear  for  that  ship.  That  includes  the  whole  for  that  month, 
which  you  see  there. 

Q.  Is  that  besides  yourself  7 — A.  I  do  not  charge  mvself  in  this  book.  The  foremen  I 
cbAr|2;e  to  general  purposes,  whatever  they  do,  and  calculate  that  they  are  looking  after 
erer^thing  pertaining  to  the  department.  Now  this  gives  the  time  of  the  men,  foremen  in- 
daded ;  this  other,  tools.   This  is  the  same  man  here,  only  it  is  the  time-book. 

Q.  Now  get  your  book  and  show  what  was  done  on  the  bending-raachine ;  the  bending 
that  was  done. — A.  That  is  in  my  private  memorandum-book,  which  I  now  produce. 
This  is  from  December,  1874,  to  December,  1875.  At  the  time  I  commenced  I  had  been 
toipended  a  long  time.  I  was  re-instated  at  that  time,  1874,  and  continued  till  1875.  This 
is  s private  memorandum  of  the  whole  thing,  every  day.  [Reads:]  **  December  1.  By 
order  of  Constructor  Easby,  discharged  John  R.  McDonald  and  suspended  myself.'* 

Q.  Explain  to  me  where  you  set  down  the  bending  of  the  timber,  and  the  like  of  that ; 
the  number  of  pieces  that  you  bend  per  day.— A.  [Reads:]  "  Tuesday,  August  17,  took 
OQt  two  pieces  that  we  put  in  yesterday  in  the  steam-box.  Made  two  braces,  both  of  them 
good  bends,  with  no  splinters  on  the  back."  **  August  18.  Took  out  two  pieces  that  we 
put  in  the  bo^  yesterday  morning,  with  200°  to  260°  of  steam  ;  both  well  bent,  with  slight 
checks  on  the  back."  '*  August  19.  Bent  and  took  from  the  box  and  frame  two  sticks, 
both  good,  &c.'' 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  abont  that  paper  which  I  now  show  you  ?  [Showing  report 
on  bending-machiue.  ] — A.  I  took  charge  of  the  mill  in  January,  1874— or,  I  had  no  office 
to  keep  my  hooka  in  until  January.  [Reads:  |  "July  24,  1873.  Lost,  or  probably  stolen 
from  my  coat-pocket,  memorandum-book  containing  daily  work  done  in  bending-mill,  with 
number  of  men  employed,  their  names,  the  quality  and  condition  of  the  work  done,  with 
lUl  the  necessary  marks  to  enable  me  to  know  nearly  the  cost  of  each  article  from  March  to 
July  24.  Also  some  private  papers  and  memoranda  that  cannot  be  of  any  benefit  to  the 
thief  or  finder.*'  *'  July  25.  Bent  two  pieces  of  white  oak,  15  by  20,  for  ship's  knees  for 
the  Vundalia.   Both  broke  and  spoiled." 

Q.  Have  you  anything  bent  July  23  T— A.  All  I  can  give  you  is  from  July  26,  forward. 
[Reads:]  **  July  26.  sawed  and  bent  one  stick  of  yellow  pine." 

Q.  I  want  you  to  summarize  the  whole  of  this.  I  want  you  to  give  in  a  summarized  form 
how  many  yoa  bent,  and  how  many  were  spoiled  and  how  many  not  f — A.  Probably  when 
I  wrote  that  report  I  had  done  that.  [Continues  to  read  from  the  memorandum- book  diary 
of  each  day's  work.]  It  runs  right  through  in  that  same  way  until  I  took  charge  of  the 
mill. 
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Q.  Why  should  it  do  bett(jr  since  you  took  charge  7 — A.  Because  I  am  a  practical  m 
chanic  and  know  how  to  do  it.  I  commenced  there  last  December,  sawing  frame.  T 
prices  are  there ;  you  can  see  what  they  are. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  have  shown  us  enough  for  us  to  understand  what  you  were  about,  and  that  y^cixi 
ought  to  give  us  the  net  results  of  that  machine,  in  your  opinion. — A.  I  would  like  to  h^^ve 
you  go  down  to  the  mill  and  look  at  the  timber.    You  can  there  see  what  is  broken  iMiJ 
what  is  not. 

Q.  Did  you  make  that  report,  which  I  now  show  you?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  looks  like  znj 
handwriting. 

Q.  Can't  you  take  the  report  that  you  have  here  and  make  a  summary  of  it,  and  tell  us 
how  many  pieces  were  bent,  of  different  kinds,  and  how  many  were  broken,  and  bow  many 
were  imperfect  t    We  want  yon  to  do  that,  and  to  put  it  on  a  piece  of  paper.    Is  this,  oa 
this  paper,  a  fair  report  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  give  that  to  the  committee  as  your  report,  under  oath? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  At  the  time  it  was  made,  that  work  was  done  under  another  man.  That  man,  in  my 
judgment,  did  not  know  how  to  do  it.  Now,  I  went  down,  on  a  trial,  in  November,  1^3. 
Mr.  Femald,  that  is  now  constructor,  Mr.  Sampson,  the  master  carpenter  here,  and  Hr. 
Marston,  the  master  iron-fitter,  were  a  commission  to  examine  them.  A  complaint  bsd  ^(me 
to  Washington  that  I  was  not  competent.  I  bent  twelve  pieces  for  knees.  Those  pieces 
are  fit  to  go  into  a  ship  now,  Mr.  Griffiths  made  the  complaint  against  me.  He  did  not 
want  me  to  have  the  place,  I  presume. 

Q..  I  notice  by  the  contract  that  Mr.  Griffiths  was  bound  to  bend  the  frames  for  three  ships 
before  the  machine  was  accepted.    You  knew  about  that,  did  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  three  frames  ever  bent  by  that  machine  f — A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  When  were  you  first  employed? — A.  I  was  first  employed  in  March,  1873.  Mr. 
Griffiths  was  in  charge  of  it  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  do  any  work  with  that  machine  after  that  time  T — A.  I  did  nothing  until  I  took 
charge  of  it. 

Q.  You  did,  after  March  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  stay  there.  He  ga^^ 
me  no  orders  whatever. 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  work  with  that  machine  since  March,  1B73  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  From 
November,  1873,  when  I  got  my  appointment  in  charge  of  the  mill. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  in  charge  of  the  mill  from  March,  1873,  to  November,  1873?— A. 
was  not  in  charge  from  March  to  November  at  all.    I  was  only  quarterman.    Mr.  Griffiibi 
a  carpenter  in  the  United  States  Navy,  had  charge. 

Q.  Was  any  work  done  on  the  mill  from  March  to  November  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  there  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  begin  to  have  charge? — ^A.  November,  1873. 
^  Q.  Is  that  record  which  you  have  given  os  the  record  of  what  you  did  f — A.  Not  at  that 
time.    I  don*t  know  where  that  record  is. 

Q.  From  January,  1874 — that  paper  which  yon  have  had? — A.  That  is  a  record  of  what 
was  done  by  Mr.  Griffiths  previous  to  the  20th  day  of  October,  1873. 

Q.  What  did  you  know  about  itf — ^A.  I  was  there  and  saw  it. 

Q.  You  made  a  record  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  employed  there? — A.  I  was  employed  there  as  quarterman. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  that  bending  ?— A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Then  you  took  a  record  of  what  other  people  were  doing  ? — A.  Precisely. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if  you  have  a  record  of  what  you  did  after  you  took  possession  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  it?— A.  It  is  in  that  book. 

Q.  Now,  make  an  abstract  of  that,  and  tell  us  every  stick  that  you  bent,  and  whether  it 
was  good  or  bad,  and  hand  in  the  abstract  in  a  day  or  two. — A.  That  I  will  do. 

Q.  Now,  what  proportion  of  the  timber  bent  on  that  machine  was  spoiled  afleryou  took 
possession  ? — A.  Well,  not  over  2  per  cent. 

Q.  What  before  you  took  possession  ? — A.  Well,  I  should  say  50  per  cent. 

Q.  How  much  went  on  board  of  the  Vandalia  of  timber  which  you  bent? — A.  Well.l 
bent  for  the  Vandalia  her  chocks,  her  forecastle,  and  her  poop-deck,  plank-shears  for  the 
poop-deck,and  a  portion  of  her  water-ways. 

Q.  Did  you  make  good  work  of  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  good  as  natural  shapes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  good  as  for  any  ship  in  the  United 
States. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  in  that  bending' machine? — A.  I  do,  most  thoroughly. 

Q.  What  relation  had  you  to  the  machiue  when  Mr.  Qriffithi  had  it  f  Did  Mr.  Griffiths 
employ  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  Mr.  Griffiths  f — A.  William  L.  Hanscom  sent  me 
there.     He  was  constructor  here  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  claim  that  after  you  took  possession  you  made  good  work  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Now,  was  there  any  saving  to  toe  Government  by  that  bending  f — A.  Undoubtedly. 
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Q.  HaTe joa  kept  an  accurate  account  of  all  the  bending  that  you  did? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it 
is  all  in  that  book. 

Q.  And  you  will  give  xls  an  abstract  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  was  there  any  timber  ruined  by  bending  7 — A.  I  say  about  2  per  cent.  I  cannot 
tell  now— but  not  over  that 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  saving  to  the  Government  over  what  it  would  be  to  fit 
the  timber  by  hand? — A.  My  opinion  is  tb^t  it  would  save  the  Government  50  per  cent,  in 
the  stock. 

Q.  How  about  labor? — A.  I  think  it  would  save  something  in  the  labor,  but  not  so  much 
as  in  the  stock. 

Q.  Yoa  think  Mr.  Griffiths  mismanaged  it,  do  yon  ? — A.  I  don't  think  he  knew  how  to 
manafife  it  Still,  he  is  a  fine  fellow  and  has  a  good  deal  of  theory,  and  understands  draught- 
injr;  bat  when  it  comes  to  the  practical  part  he  knows  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Toa  say  that  so  far  as  you  have  any  opinion  about  it  the  bending-machine  is  a  very 
Ttloable  thing  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  it  would  save  in  stock  and  labor? — A.  I  think  I  can  save  the  Government  50  per 
cent  en  stock  and  something  on  labor  ;  but  not  so  much. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Government  could  afford  to  spend  S](>0,000  far  that  machine  for  any 
adyantage  that  they  would  get  7 — A.  I  think  so ;  and  I  think  as  they  have  got  the  machine  it 
will  pay  to  run  it. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  ill-treatment  on  the  yard  ?— A.  I  think  I  have.  I  made  in  the  first 
place  an  application  for  that  mill  and  was  promised  it,  as  first-class  foreman.  Instead  of 
receiTini^  that  I  received  an  appointment  as  quarterman  at  $1  less  a  day.  Isaiah  Hans- 
coin  appointed  me.  I  got  the  appointment  by  Mr.  Gooch  and  Henry  Wilson.  I  applied 
to  them.    Mr.  Gooch  wrote  to  Washington  and  Mr.  Wilson  went  to  Washington  about  it. 

Q.  Did  they  go  especially  on  that  account  7 — A.  Mr.  Wilson  did. 

Q.  To  get  yon  that  place? — A.  I  don*t  know  but  he  had  other  business  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  share  in  vonr  pay  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  pay  anybody  for  the  knees  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  at  that  time  a  republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  have  been  ever  since. 

Q.  Were  you  before  ? — ^A.  I  was  turned  out  of  the  navy-yard  for  being  one — because  I 
would  not  go  in  for  slavery. 

Q.  Were  you  turned  out  of  your  place  on  the  bending-machine  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  am 
suspended  without  pay  and  have  been  repeatedly. 

Q.  How  lately  has  any  work  been  done  on  that  machine  ?~A.  I  think  it  was  the  1st  of 
December  last. 

Q.  How  many  sticks  a  dav  can  yon  bend  with  that  machine  ? — A.  Two;  sometimes  four, 
and  lometimee  none.     But  1  average  two  sticks  a  day. 

Q.  Can't  you  bend  knees  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  in  a  day  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell,  because  I  have  had  no  chance  to  try.  They 
hiTe  not  given  me  the  opportunity  and  the  stock.    All  the  knees  I  bent  I  bent  on  trial. 

Q.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  this  machine  before  you  were  put  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  think  you  understand  it  b^ter  than  the  rest  of  them  7 — A.  I  think  I  understand 
how  to  do  the  work  better  than  any  that  have  been  there.     I  think  the  work  shows  that. 


The  following  letter  was  subsequently  received  from  the  witness  and  ordered  to  be  made- 
part  of  the  testimony : 

Charlestown,  March  27,  187G. 
Hon.  Roger  Q.  Mills, 

Chairman  of  Special  Naval  Committee,  Charlestown  Navy- Yard  : 

Sir  :  Your  committee  required  of  me  an  abstract  of  the  timber  bent  by  the  bending-ma- 
chine since  it  has  been  in  my  charge,  which  I  give  as  follows  : 

I  took  charge  October  20,  1873,  and  from  that  time  uutil  January  1,  1874, 1  am  unable  to 
fi  nd  a  record,  but  will  state  from  memory  as  correctly  as  possible. 

Bent  12  pieces  of  white  oak,  9  x  9  x  10  feet,  for  knees. 

Bent  9  pieces  of  white  oak,  4  x  12  x  from  3^  to  60  feet,  (edgewise,)  for  plank-shear  for 
tomdo-boau 

oeui  9  pieces  of  white  oak,  5  x  14  x  from  35  to  60  feet,  (edgewise, )  for  plank-shear  for  Van- 
dalia. 

Bent  2  pieces  of  yellow  pine  12^  x  13  x  50  feet,  for  water-ways  for  Vandalia. 

Bent  4  pieces  of  yellow  pine,  4  x  12  x  from  20  to  40  feet,  ^edgewise,)  for  water-ways  for 
torpedo-boat.  ^ 

1874. 
Jamuarif  8. — 2  pieces  of  white  oak,  5  x  1 4  x  40  feet,  (edgewise, )  for  plank-shear  for  Vandalia.. 
9. — 2  pieces  of  white  oak,  4  x  7  x  60  feot,  (edgewise,)  for  rails  for  torpedo-boat. 
10. — 2  pieces  of  white  oak,  4  x  7  x  60  feet,  (edgewise,)  for  rails  for  torpedo-boat. 
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January  13  —2  pieces  of  wliite  oak,  5  x  14  x  from  40  to  60  feet,  (edgewise,)  for  p 

for  Van  (Jul!  a. 
14.— 2  pieces  of  white  oak,  9  x  10  x  from  35  to  60  feet  for  chocks  for  Va 
16.— 2  pieces  of  white  oak.  D  x  10  x  from  35  to  60  feet  for  chocks  for  Va 
19.— 2  iiieces  of  white  oak,  9  x  10  x  from  35  to  60  feet  for  chocks  for  Vi 
No  bcndiiijf  was  done  from   January  19,  1874,  until  August   17,  lb75,  at  whic 
commenced  bendinjf  frames  for  Terror  and  class,  and  ceased  bending  December  ( 
August      17. — Bent  2  sticks  ;  good  frame. 
18.— Bent  2  sticks  ;  good  firame. 
19. — Bent  2  sticks  ;  good  frame. 
20.— Bent  2  sticks ;  good  frame. 
21. — Bent  2  sticks ;  good  frame. 
23. — Bent  2  sticks  ;  good  frame. 
24. — Bent  2  sticks  ;  good  frame. 
25. — Bent  2  sticks  ;  good  frame. 
26. — Bent  2  sticks.     The  poorest  bend  we  have  had,  but  not  bad  enon 

deron  it. 
27.— Bent  2  sticks 
28.— Bent  2  sticks 
30.— Bent  2  sticks 
31.— Bent  2  sticks 
September    1. — Bent  2  sticks 

2.— Bent  2  sticks 

3.— Bent  2  sticks 
.  4. — Bent  2  sticks 

6. — Bent  2  sticks 

7.— Bent  2  sticks 

8.— Bent  2  sticks 

9.— Bent  2  sticks 
10.— Bent  2  sticks 
11.— Bent  2  sticks 
13.— Bent  2  sticks 
14.— Bent  2  sticks 
15.— Bent  2  sticks 
16.— Bent  2  sticks 
17.— Bent  2  sticks 
18— Bent  2  sticks 
20.— Bent  2  sticks 
21.— Bent  2  sticks 
22.— Bent  2  sticks 
23.— Bent  2  sticks 
24.— Bent  2  sticks 
25.— Bent  2  sticks 
27.— Bent  2  sticks 
28.— Bent  2  sticks 
29.— Bent  2  sticks 
30.— Bent  2  sticks 

1. — Bent  2  sticks 

2.— Bent  2  sticks 

4. — Bent  2  sticks 

5. — Bent  2  sticks 

6. — Bent  2  sticks 

7. — Bent  2  sticks 

8.— Bent  2  sticks 

9.— Bent  S  sticks 
11.— Bent  2  sticks 
12.— Bent  2  sticks 
13.— Bent  2  sticks 
14.— Bent  2  sticks 
15.— Bent  2  sticks 
16.— Bent  2  sticks 
17.— Bent  2  sticks 
19.— Bent  2  sticks 
20.— Bent  2  sticks 
21.— Bent  2  sticks 
22.— Bent  2  sticks 
23.— Bent  2  sticks 
25.— Bent  2  sticks 
26.— Bent  2  sticks 
27.— Bent  4  sticks 
28.— Bent  2  sticks 


October 


good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
g^ood  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
g^d  frame, 
g^ood  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  bend, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame. 


Bad  break  in  both. 
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October    29.— 

30.- 

KoKmber    I.- 

3.- 

4.- 

5.- 

6.. 

8.- 

9.. 

10.- 

12.- 

13. 

15.. 

16.- 

17- 

18.- 

19.- 

20.- 

23.- 

24.- 

26.. 

27- 

29.. 

30.- 

Deumber   2.- 

3.- 

4- 

U.- 


B«nt  4  sticks 
Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
■Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  4  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  8  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-B^nt  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
'Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
■Bent  2  sticks 
-Beat  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
•Bent  2  sticks 
Bent  2  sticks 
Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 
-Bent  2  sticks 


good  frame, 
fj^ood  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  trame. 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
g^d  frame. 
gOod  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame, 
good  frame. 


190  sticks,  or  95  frames,  for  Terror  and  class. 
Bejit  November  30,  2  pieces  for  knees  ;  both  broke. 
There  has  been  bent  190  pieces  for  Terror  and  class. 

14  pieces  for  knees. 
50*  pieces  for  Vandalia  and  torpedo-boat. 


254  pieces. 

Of  the  above,  three  pieces  only  are  a  total  loss,  viz,  a  white-oak  piece  4  x  12  x  35  feet,  in 
ended  for  plank-shear  for  the  stern  of  torpedo-boat,  (bent  edgewise,)  and  two  knees, 
t  Four  pieces,  intended  for  plank-shear  tor  Vandalia,  split  at  the  end  afier  bending,  and  were 
wed  for  harpins. 

The  remainder,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  frame  for  Terror  and  class,  are  suitable 
fi)r  the  purpose  intended. 

The  timber  used  has  not  been  of  such  dimensions  or  qnality  as  is  required  for  first-class 
work. 

Very  respectfully, 

JEREMIAH  S.  REMICK. 


Samuel  McKay  sworn  and  examined. 


Boston,  Mmreh  25, 1676. 


Bj  Mr.  Mills  : 

QaestioQ.  When  were  yon  put  to  work  in  the  yard  ? — Answer.  I  have  been  here  the  last 
fow  or  five  years,  oflf  and  on.  . 

Q*  Who  was  it  that  appointed  you  here  in  the  yard  when  you  first  came  in  ? — A.  There 
wu  DO  necessity  of  appointment  at  all.  All  there  was  to  do  was  to  come  up  ou  the  yard  and 
^ey  would  take  your  name.  • 

Q*  Who  employed  you  ? — A.  I  think  I  came  in  under  William  L.  Hanscom. 

Q>  It  was  through  him  that  you  obtained  your  appointment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q'  In  what  capacity  are  you  at  work  7 — A.  As  carpenter. 

Q*  Did  yon  deliver  any  of  the  iron  or  other  materials  to  your  brother,  Donald  McKay, 
wr  building  the  sloop  of  war  Adams  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  mbch  of  the  material  did  you  deliver  to  him  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell.    The  books, 
of  course,  will  tell  that. 

Q>  Whose  books  will  show  that  7 — A.  The  store-clerks,  I  should  suppose. 
.  Q-  Tou  could  not  state  how  much  you  had  delivered — the  estimate  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  think 
It  i§  on  the  books,  though,  down  to  the  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  material  going  out  of  the  yard  except  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  that  there  was  a  correct  account  of  the  timber  that  went  out  and  oth  -^^ 
material  kept  7 — A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  a  correct  account  or  anything  of  the  kii^^  ^ 
I  kept  a  correct  account  of  what  I  had  ;  I  donH  know  about  the  others. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  existing  in  the  yard  here  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  building  of  the  little  boat  that  was  built  in  the  ch  Se/ 
of  the  boat-makers*  department,  that  went  to  the  yacht  America  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  tools  being  furnished  to  Donald  McKay  f— A  ^    I 
think  I  do ;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  was  the  value  of  the  tools  furnished  from  your  department  ?— A.  I  could  not  t&  ^1; 
I  have  kept  no  account  of  them. 

Q.  Have  they  been  returned  7 — A.  Some  have  and  some  not. 

Q.  Have  you  kept  account  of  those  returned  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  did  not  come  under  me^  at 
all. 

Q.  In  what  department  are  you  engaged  now  7 — A.  In  the  constructor's  storehouse. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Are  you  there  to  deliver  and  receive  material  ? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  am  clerk  there.  TM:».ey 
have  a  store-clerk.  I  am  there  with  him.  The  orders  come  to  him,  and  I  deliver  whate^ver 
there  may  be. 

Q.  And  to  whatever  bureau  it  may  be  to  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  supply  all  the  different  bureaus  from  your  store,  or  only  construction  f A. 

Only  construction. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  had  never  known  of  any  lumber  that  had  ever  gone  out  of  thiB 
yard  except  by  regular  order  of  the  Navy  Department  f — A.  That  is  what  I  said. 

Q.  Did  you  know  whether  that  had  a  correct  and  proper  account  made  of  it  7 — A  Yes, 
sir.  1  went  into  the  store  the  1st  day  of  July  and  remained  there  until  the  15th  of  JanoAry 
of  last  year. 

Q.  Where  were  you  previous  to  that  T — A.  I  was  in  the  other  storehouse  here — the  con- 
structor's. 

Q.  All  in  the  same  department  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  there? — A.  I  was  in  the  storehouse  delivering  whatever  stuff  was 
necessary  fur  mechanics  or  workmen. 

Q.  Were  you  the  head  man  in  this  other  storehouse  ? — A.  I  was  under  the  head  clerk. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  When  were  you  appointed  t  Was  it  before  or  after  the  contracts  with  your  brother  I— 
A.  I  was  appointed  before. 

Q.  Was  it  at  or  about  the  time  those  contracts  were  being  entered  into  f — A.  I  was  ap- 
pointed at  or  about  the  time  Le  got  the  contract,  I  think.  I  have  not  got  it  in  my  memory 
now. 

Q.  You  were  placed  in  charge  of  what  material  f — A.  Iron. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  all  the  iron  that  went  into  those  ships  ? — A.  All  that  came  from  the 
yard  under  his  second  contract  I  think  I  delivered.    He  had  two  contracts. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  under  the  second  contract  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  whose  order  did  you  deliver  it  7 — A.  The  requisition  is  made  out  by  the  con- 
structor and  from  there  sent  to  the  head  clerk,  and  the  head  clerk  sends  an  order  to  me.  I 
deliver  it  according  to  his  order — a  copy  from  the  requisition. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  any  lumber  that  was  not  drawn  on  requisition  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  return  a  correct  account  of  the  material  delivered  by  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  person  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  ascertaining  whether  the  quantity 
was  correct,  or  coirectly  entered,  of  iron  ? — A.  There  was  no  one. 

Q.  Then  you  had  the  entire  charge  of  the  deliveries  of  iron  to  your  brother  7 — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  and  weighing  it  out  and  making  the  return.  So  many  bars  of  iron  were  required.  I 
would  weigh  out  so  many  bars. 

Q.  By  vrnose  recommendation  were  you  appointed  7 — A.  I  went  to  Washington  and  asked 
Mr.  Hanscom  myself,  and  he  appointed  me. 

Q.  At  that  interview-  was  anything  said  about  those  contracts  with  your  brother  f— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  known  Mr.  Hanscom  long  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  serve  under  him  7 — A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  removed  ? — A.  I  was  suspended  when  there  was  no  work  to  do,  the  same  as 
others. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Some  four  or  five  years, 
off  and  on. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  appointment  in  the  navy-yard  before  you  went  to  Hanscom 
and  asked  for  it  7 — A.  I  was  quarterman ;  I  was  shipwright  here  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  time  you  asked  for  this  appointment? — A.  No,  sir;  we  were  all  sus- 
pended and  broke. 

Q.  You  asked  for  this  special  appointment?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  an  order  appointing  you  store-hand  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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« 

Q.  ^ot  to  be  suspended  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  say  so. 
Q.  Yoa  are  liable  to  suspension  like  anybody  else  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  "What  is  your  pay  7 — A.  The  pay  was  to  have  been  ?3.50. 

Q.  ^^hat  consideration  did  you  pay  to  any  person  to  secure  that  situation  for  youT — A. 
liot  a  cent.    I  paid  oiy  fare  to  Washing^ton  and  back  again.   That  is  what  it  cost  uie. 

Q.  Had  you  any  recommendation  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  appointed  by  political  influence  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  7 — A.  Ship- carpenter. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  such  ? — A.  I  have  worked  at  it  over  thirty  years. 

Q.  Where  have  you  worked  T — A.  I  have  worked  for  my  brother,  in  his  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  work  at  the  time  he  built  the  Great  Republic 7 — A.  No, sir;  I  was  build- 
ing then  on  my  own  hook  on  the  Merrimac  River,  at  Newburyport. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  in  the  same  capacity  when  your  brother 
had  the  first  contract  on  the  hull  of  the  Adams  f  You  said  you  were  in  the  second  con- 
tnct— A.  I  was  not  in  the  storehouse  when  he  took  the  first  contract— only  the  second. .  I 
was  here  when  he  built  the  hull,  and  was  with  him  part  of  the  time — about  six  months  of 
the  time  that  he  was  building  the  first  ship.  After  he  launched  her  I  left  him  and  went  into 
the  jard.    It  waa  before  he  made  the  second  contract. 

Q.  Were  you  here  at  the  time  the  frame  was  delivered  to  him  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  work  for  the  Government  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  got  the  frame  out  for  him. 
The  Government  got  it  out,  but  I  was  the  quarterman  who  had  charge  of  it. 

Q.  In  what  shape  did  you  deliver  him  that  frame  ? — A.  By  the  mold.  « 

Q.  Was  it  beveled  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  all  beveled  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  ready  to  put  up  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  ready  to  put  up. 

Q.  Were  the  ends  cut  offr — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Was  that  dovetailed  together? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  that  ^me  was  delivered,  were  the  ends  to  be  cut  off  when  the  ship  was  set  up  7 — 
A.  No.iir;  before. 

Q.  How  long  pieces  would  have  to  come  off  7 — A.  There  was  very  little,  because  the  frame 
was  molded  very  close.    Sometimes  there  would  be  1|  inches ;  from  that  to  3  and  4  inches. 

Q.  There  were  no  long  pieces  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  just  delivered  tne  exact  amount  that  the  mold  required 7 — A.  Yea,  sir;  in  every 
particQlar. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  as  there  was  anv  more  live-oak  delivered  to  him  except  that  frame  7 — 
A.  That  was  all.  There  might  have  been  half  a  dozen  sticks  or  so,  for  otoer  purposes,  be- 
loDginn^  to  the  ships,  where  the  Government  used  live-oak  pieces  that  could  not  be  molded 
beforehand. 


Boston,  March  25, 1876. 
NcHEMiAH  Gibson  sworn  and  examined. 

Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

QoestioD.  Where  do  you  reside  7 — Answer.  In  Boston. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  f — ^A.  My  business  formerly  was  wood  and  coal  business.  Now 
oj  bnsiness  is  mercantile.    My  business  is  in  shipping  altogether. 

Q.  Are  you  a  builder  of  ships  7 — A.  I  have  built  one,  and  one  only — i,  e.,  built  it  myself. 
I  built  one  upon  what  we  call  the  new  principle  of  frames. 

Q.  You  are  interested  in  ship-building  more  or  less,  and  have  been  for  some  years  7 — A. 
Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  ships  to  take  down  and  destrov  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  do  you  do  that  business? — A.  I  have  bought  quite  a  large  number, 
dating  back  to  the  time  when  the  Government  sold  them  out  freely — bating  back  to  1864, 
1865,  or  1866 ;  Government  ships. 

Q.  What  class  of  ships! — A.  Ninety-day  gunboats,  501  tons.  I  bought  quite  a  number 
of  those.  I  have  in  every  instance  refitted  and  sent  them  to  Sea ;  took  out  the  machinery 
and  made  sailing-vessels  of  the  ninety-day  gunboats. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  them  at  public  auction  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  did  you  bnyf — A.  The  first  one  I  bought  was  in  New  York  in 
1865;  quite  a  large  one,  called  the  Pembina.  This  was  the  pioneer  of  the  fleet.  The  Gov- 
ernment approved  of  her,  and  built  twenty-three  more  of  that  particular  class.  They  were 
steamers.    They  were  known  as  the  ninety-day  gunboats. 

Q'  What  did  you  give  for  her? — A.  I  think  I  paid  in  the  neighborhood  of  $14,000  or 
114,500.    I  put  in  spars,  and  she  is  now  at  sea. 

Q-  la  she  a  good  vessel  ?— A.  She  was  somewhat  rotten.  I  took  her  to  Wilmington  and 
foboilt  her  and  put  in  new  timbers.    I  took  her  planking  off  to  put  her  timbers  in.    We 
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have  to  take  off  the  outsiOe  deck  and  take  off  the  frames  and  put  them  in  again.    Her 
value  at  the  present  day  would  be  $16,000. 

Q.  What  did  it  cost  you  to  repair  that  vessel  ? — A.  I  have  made,  perhaps,  a  wrong  state- 
nient.  I  did  not  lay  out  a  very  large  sum  at  that  time.  Mr.  Hall  was  interested  with  me 
in  her — Samuel  Hall.  He  took  her  oat  to  his  yard  aud  did  the  repairs  on  her  at  that  time. 
She  w^as  of  Ohio  oak.     Running  through  fresh  water  rots  vessels  very  easily. 

Q.  You  paid  about  $14,000  fur  her,  refitted  her,  and  put  her  to  sea,  and  she  is  worth 
$10,000  now  as  a  sailing-vessel. — A.  She  was  worth  more  when  we  pat  her  to  sea  ;  but 
now  she  has  more  age  on  her. 

Q.  What  competition  had  you  in  the  bidding  for  that  vessel  f — A.  We  bad  quite  a  large 
quantity  the  day  they  put  her  up.    There  was  a  large  number  of  vessels  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  combination  among  the  bidders ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  any  oth^r  vessel  on  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  vessel  did  you  buy  f — A.  I  bought  altogether  five  or  six.     I  bought  one 
in  the  Washington  navy-yard.    I  bought  one  in  Norfolk  about  the  same  time,  if  1  recollect 
right.     I  think  it  was  immediately  following.    I  could  give  the  dates. 
•Q.  You  mean  of  that  class  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  ffive? — A.  I  don't  think  I  have  boaght  any  less  than  $12,500,  and  I 
paid  as  high  as  $15,500.  I  have  treated  them  all  in  the  same  way,  and  they  have  proved 
good  ships.  They  are  worth  $10,000,  more  or  less,  now.  I  was  the  pioneer  ia  the  altering 
of  them.    I  have  quite  a  namber  of  them  going  on  the  water  to-day. 

Q.  In  any  of  the  purchases  of  this  class  or  vessels,  were  there  combinations  among  the 
bidders? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Explain  to  the  committee  just  how  that  was  accomplished  f — A.  What  we  call  com- 
bination is,  suppose  six  of  us  are  well  posted  and  know  the  value  better  than  the  general 
class  of  bidders.  We  say  to  one  another,  **  We  will  form  a  combination,'*  i.  a.  one  of  us 
is  appointed  bidder.  Suppose  I  am  appointed  bidder.  .  I  bid  for  that  vessel  all  that  I  would 
give,  against  all  oatsiders.  Suppose  there  are  three  or  four  hundred  outsiders  for  instance. 
My  confederates  stand  perfectly  quiet.  The  understanding  is  this,  that  I  am  appointed  s 
bidder  to  bid  the  last  bottom  dollar  that  I  would  give  for  the  vessel.  Then,  after  she  is 
knocked  down — provided  the  boat  is  knocked  down  as  against  all  outsiders — I  atand  for  mj 
ring.  I  bid  the  last  dollar  I  will  give  for  the  boatas  sgamstall  ootsiders  and  if  my  knowl- 
edge is  superior  to  all  outsiders*  and  they  don't  prees  me  up,  I  buy  the  boat  as  cheap  as  I 
can  buy  her.  Then,  if  any  of  the  parties  in  this  ring  see  fit  to  give  more  than  I  have 
given  for  her  they  have  a  right  to  do  so  after  I  have  ceased  to  bid,  take  her  op,  and  run  her 
up  as  high  as  they  please.  But  at  whatever  price  they  knock  that  boat  down,  that  gentle- 
man has  got  to  start  that  boat  at  a  private  meeting  fur  bidding  among  ourselves.  If  there 
is  a  profit  it  is  divided  among  the  ring,  and  the  successful  man  takes  the  boat.  1  bid  what 
I  am  willing  to  take  the  vessel  at  as  against  all  outsiders.  I  get  it  for  less  than  I  am  willing 
to  give,  if  the  outsiders  don't  run  me  up. 

Q.  Is  it  known  among  the  ring  what  your  highest  bid  would  have  been  ? — A.  Not  at  the 
time;  no, sir. 

Q.  The  veseel  is  bid  off  by  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  you  stop  there,  all  the  other  gentlemen  in  the  ring  have  a  right  to  bid  higher  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  that  gentleman  stops,  then  another  can  go  on  and  bid  higher  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  all  members  of  your  ring  have  a  right  to  bid*  at  the  public  sale  what  they  are 
willing  to  give  for  her,  if  outsiders  follow  them  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  bought  these  vessels  in  that  way  ;  each  of  you  know  what  has  taken 
place  1  Now,  you  go  into  your  ring-auction  and  3*ou  put  up  the  first  vessel ;  you,  having 
Did  her  off,  are  obliged  to  bid  there  at  the  ring-auction  just  what  you  bid  at  the  public  auction 
exactly.  Then,  if  any  other  gentleman  of  your  ring  will  give  more,  he  has  a  right  to  bay 
her? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  The  difference  between  his  bid  and  your  bid  is  paid  into  the  pool  as  profits  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  so  yon  sell  each  vessel  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  every  gentleman  is  obliged  to  start  the  bid  in  the  ring  at  the  price  that  he  bid  her 
off  at  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  did  you  ever  buy  in  thctt  way  at  one  time  7 — A.  We  have  bought,  I 
think,  as  many  as  six  vessels  at  a  time. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  gross  profits  realized  at  the  ring-sale  on  snch  an  occasion  over 
and  above  the  price  at  which  the  boat  was  bid  off  at  the  public-auction  sale  f — A.  Our  profits 
have  been  various.  There  have  none  been  very  large.  There  was  one  time  when  there  was 
eight  in  the  ring.  I  think  we  divided  on  two  vessels  l,8b0  odd  dollars.  Each  person  got 
that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  profits  were  where  the  ring  purchased  six  at  one  time  7 — 
A.  They  were  not  so  large.  We  were  run  pretty  heavily  at  that  time.  There  were  a  good 
many  outside  bidders  ;  mere  were  more  in  the  earlier  stages  of  it. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  ask  yon  whether  or  not  your  ring  paid  out  the  profits  realised  in  your 
ring-sale  in  money  to  any  officer  of  the  Government  or  any  aoctioneer,  or  any  one  having 
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diarge  of  the  sales  ? — ^A.  Not  a  dollar  to  my  knowledge,  sir ;  I  doa't  know  of  a  dollar  being 
|.aid. 

Q.  And  jon  claim,  then,  that  those  sales  were  perfectly  fair,  except  so  far  as  the  combina- 
tioQ  might  be  considered  unfair  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Open,  and  anybody  could  bid  ¥ — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No  attempt  to  suppress  their  bidding  except  i  n  that  way  ? — A.  None  whatever  ;  they 
are  done  as  fair  as  any  anctioc-sale  could  be. 

Q.  Still  they  left  a  large  profit  t — A.  There  is  not  profit  enough  to  pay  me  for  having  the 
Dame  of  having  been  in  sucn  a  ring. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  prefer  to  go  in  on  your  individual  judgment  and  buy  ' 
Id  competition  with  the  world  tnan  to  go  in  with  the  ring  f — A.  It  does  not  cost  me  any 
more  to  boy  them  from  the  Government  than  from  the  ring.  They  have  played  it  so  much 
here  in  ringing  these  yards,  in  every  instance  where  they  have  sold.  In  some  instances 
tbey  get  everything.  I  don*t  like  being  in  with  such  a  class  of  meu.  There  are  too  many 
of  them. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  do  you  think  you  have  purchased  from  the  Government  at  tho 
open  auction  sales  f — A.  Where  it  is  knocked  down  to  me  I  pay  for  it ;  perhaps  she  is  passed 
over  to  somebody  else.  Perhaps  I  have  bought  of  others  tnat  have  bought  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  these  rings.  They  are  so  mixed  up  that  I  cannot  distinguish  only  here  and  there 
oceasioDally  a  boat  where  1  have  bought  tnem  independent,  without  being  tangled  up  with 
other  parties. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  yon  or  any  other  parties  connected  with  you  have  used  any  influ- 
ence with  the  Department  to  get  them  to  put  up  a  boat  for  aalA  7-^A.  I  never  have  in  any 
shape  or  form.  I  couldnU  say  what  other  parties  have  done. 
Q.  YoD  don't  know,  then,  what  other  parties  may  have  done  on  that  score  T— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  parties  connected  with  the  purchase  of  these  vessels  who  have 
made  any  preseats  to  any  one  comiected  with  the  Naval  Department  7 — ^A.  I  do  not,  sir. 
There  are  other  parties  who  know  more  about  it  than  I.  I  only  go  when  there  is  an  auc- 
tion.   If  they  offsr  a  vessel  of  the  Navy  for  sale,  I  am  pretty  sure  to  be  there. 

Q.  Now,  when  you  form  your  rings,  as  an  appendage  to  that  ring,  do  you  organise  an 
arraogement  by  which  there  shall  be  outside  bidders — men  who,  if  there  shouid  be  vessels 
itruek  off  to  tbem,  wottld  **  vamoose  '*  and  not  turn  up  f — A.  No,  sir.  The  secret  of  buying 
these  vessels  is  that  people  in  starting  with  them  find  there  is  a  good  deal  of  copper  and 
composition  in  them.  A  Government  vessel  is  much  richer  than  any  other  vessel.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  value  in  it,  especially  in  the  steamers. 

Q.Have  you  ever  purchased  any  by  written  bid  7— A.  No,  sir;  I  don*t  recollect  as  any 
.were  ever  advertised  in  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  obtain  a  vessel  firom  the  (Government  in  any  way  ezoept  by  open  auction 
purchase  7 — A.  I  never  have. 

Q.  State  when  and  what  have  been  sold  otherwise. — A.  A  monitor  left  this  yard  which  it 
was  said  was  going  around  to  John  Welch  &  Son  for  repairs.     That  was  the  Miantono- 
moh,  1  think. 
Q.  Do  you  understand  that  she  was  over  sold  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  We  have  her  history.  I  am  talking  now  of  vessels  of  the  Government  sold  in  any 
other  manner  except  by  auction  sales  f — A.  I  don't  know  of  an  instance  of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  vessels  have  you  purchased  which  you  have  taken  down  f — A.  I  was  a  pur* 
chaser  in  the  ring  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Albany. 

Q.  What  did  you  give  for  her  ? — A.  I  paid  the  Government  |48,0OO,  I  think ;  and  I  pur- 
chased a  United  States  sloop-of-war  which  went  to  Portsmouth  to  take  an  admiral's  body, 
and  got  ashore  on  the  Nantucket  shoals.   She  was  a  large  ship ;  one  of  the  largest  frigates. 

Q-  Did  you  purchase  her  afier  the  accident  happened  to  her  7 — A.  O,  yes,  sir.    She  was 
repaired  after  that,  and  went  on  a  cruise.     It  was  after  she  came  home  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean.    We  gave  $54,000,  I  think,  for  her.     She  was  a  frigate.     She  was  a  very  nice  frig- 
ate, except  that  she  was  rotten  and  decayed  a  g^od  deal.    She  was  built  in  the  war.     She 
was  346  feet  long,  and  46  feet  beam. 
Q.  You  got  a  pretty  good  trade  (here,  didn't  you  ? — A.  A  very  fair  trade. 
Q.  Wbttt  was  she  worth  the  day  you  bid  her  off? — A.  She  was  worth  the  day  we  bid  her 
off  for  $54,000— worth  $75,000  to  $77,000. 
Q*  Was  it  bought  to  tear  down  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  she  destroyed  f — ^A.  We  took  her  to  Nineteenth  street.  East  River  ;  took 
hernp  to  Cow  Bay  and  burned  her  up  there.  All  that  we  saved  was  the  material.  We 
took  oat  the  machinery. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  yon  realized  f — A.  It  was  $198,000  and  some  odd  dollars.  It  was 
not  independent  of  expenses.  We  realized  over  $13,000  to  a  shsre.  There  were  four  of  us. 
Those  are  the  beat  ones  I  have  ever  had  anything  to  do  with. 

Q.  What  did  yon  realize  on  the  Albany? — A.  I  got  on  the  Albany  and  the  Guerriere — 
the  materials  sold  for  $196,009.  After  paying  what  we  paid  to  the  Government  and  all  the 
^zpmsea,  (for  it  is  a  very  expensive  job  to  get  the  materials  out  of  her ;  it  cost  us  over  $25,000 
to  wreck  ttiose  ships  and  get  the  m  .terial  suitable  f^r  market, )  on  the  two  we  realized  $13,000 
apieee-all  four  ot  us. 
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Q.  What  other  vessels  have  you  bon^ht  which  ycu  have  destroyed? — A.  I  have  no 
bought  any  of  the  regular  navy-built  ships  except  those  built  temporarily  for  war— doable^ 
enders. 

Q.  Have  you  not  bought  some  of  the  monitors  that  are  being  sold  now  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  interest  in  those? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  you  say  yon  have  engaged  in  a  ring  such  as  you  have  described  before.  You  hai-e 
never  bought  any  vessel  at  private  sale  from  the  Government,  and  have  never  bought  an^ 
upon  sealed  bids  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  any  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Q.  You  took  those  ninety -day  gunboats  and  took  their  machinery  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  realize?— A.  About  seventeen  to  eighteen  or  nineteen  thousand  dol- 
lars— composition,  engines,  and  boilers. 

Q.  You  sold  the  machinery  at  from  1 17,000  to  $19,000  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  to  take  the  machinery  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  doing  that? — A.  It  cost  about  $3,000. 

Q.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  after  having  got  your  machinery  out,  you  would  have  your 
Lull  all  free  profit  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  were  not  those  vessels  good  enough  to  keep  for  the  Government  at  the  time  thpy 
were  sold  ? — A.  It  would  cost  them  more  to  repair  them  than  any  vessels  you  could  baild 
It  was  awfully  expensive. 

Q.  So  that  you  cleared  the  hull  ready  to  be  fitted  into  a  sailing-vessel  after  you  got  your 
machinery  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  such  a  hull  be  worth  f— A.  About  $10,000. 

Q.  So  vou  would  get  a  clean  profit  on  the  operation  before  you  began  to  put  any  repairs 
on  her  of  about  $10,000  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  by  husbanding  her  value  in  my  economical  waj. 
I  claim  to  be  able  to  do  it  economically. 

Q.  Have  you  a  partner? — A.  Well,  my  son  and  son-in-law.  My  name  is  at  the  head  of 
the  firm.  I  have  clone  most  of  the  business.  I  have  in  reality  nothing  to  do  with  the  firm 
except  when  they  want  to  get  credit. 

Q.  If  you  know  of  any  irregularity  or  fraud,  actual  or  constructive,  in  the  administration 
of  affairs  in  the  Navy  Department,  I  wish  you  would  state  it,  for  you  are  as  much  interested 
as  anybody  else  to  have  our  naval  affairs  conducted  with  economy  and  honesty. — ^A.  I  hear 
a  great  deal  of  talk,  but  I  know  nothing.  1  travel  the  navy-yards  a  good  deal,  and  have 
done  so. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  value  of  ship-timber? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  live-oak  is  worth. 

Q.  What  is  white-oak  frame  worth  ? — A.  I  suppose  really  white-oak  frame  would  be 
worth  possibly  $19  to  $20  a  ton.  A  ton  would  be  480  feet,  board-measure.  It  would  be 
about  $40  a  thousand,  reckoning  in  that  way. 

Q.  What  would  white  oak  planks  fit  for  outeide  work  cost? — A.  I  don't  believe  yon 
could  get  such  plank  as  thev  use  in  the  Navy  short  of  $60  to  $65  a  thousand. 

Q.  Has  that  been  so  for  the  last  two  years — a  little  higher  than  it  is  now  ? — A.  I  wouldn't 
be  surprised  if  it  had  been  as  high  as  $75  a  thousand. 

Q.  What  would  hard*  pine  plank  be  worth,  fit  for  inboard  work  ? — A.  For  inboard  ceiling 
we  use  the  poorest  plank. 

Q.  Do  they  use  white-oak  plank  for  Navy  work  for  inboard  ? — A.  I  don*t  know  but 
they  do. 

Q.  Then  it  would  be  the  same  price- for  inboard  and  outboard.  Have  yon  not. some  idea 
of  the  value  of  live-oak  timber? — A.  I  have  not,  in  the  least.  I  never  bought  a  stick  in 
my  life.     It  is  not  used  outside  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  here  at  the  sale  when  those  two  Iron-clads  that  are  being  burned  down  here 
now  were  put  up  at  auction  in  this  yard  ? — A.  I  was  not  here.  I  was  represented  by  my 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Kitchie. 

Q.  Did  you  bid  on  those  vessels  ? — A.  I  think  we  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  bought  them  ? — A.  They  were  knocked  down  to  Nathaniel  McKay 
at  that  sale. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  he  didn't  take  them  ? — A.  I  don*t  know ;  only  I  have 
an  idea,  of  course ;  but  I  douH  know  the  fact. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  of  a  reason  why  the  sale  was  not  confirmed  ? — A.  I  met  Nathaniel  Mc- 
Kay in  Wall  street  three  months  afterward.  He  h%d  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  wanted  that  I  should  take  them  off  of  his  hands.  Iron  had  fell  a  good  deal 
then.  The  boats  were  not  worth  so  much.  The  letter  was  about  the  exchange  in  New 
York.  On  the  12th  day  of  August  he  showed  me  the  letter.  I  won't  swear  that  the  Secre- 
tary's name  was  to  it ;  .but  I  think  it  was  from  the  authority  of  the  Secretary. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  McKay  was  disposed  to  get  somebody  else  to  take  the  boats  off  his  hands  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  offered  them  to  me. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  were  present  when  those  two  vessels  were  sold  here  f — ^A.  I  was 
represented  here. 

Q.  You  know  the  amount  that  the  boats  sold  for  f — A.  I  knew  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  think  they  sold  at  very  fair  value  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  thev  were  worth  any  more  than  they  sold  for? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  thmk   the  purchaser  got  a  hard  bargain  for  that  sale  ? — A.  Well,  it  is  just 
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ibout  an  even  thing.     There  was  not  any  show  to  make  any  proSt,  of  what  a  man  ought 

to  make. 
Q.  Was  not  the  machinery  that  was  on  board  of  them  salable  ? — A.  The  machinery  in 

them  18  very  small  of  value  to  sell.    The  navy-engines  lie  below  the  water-line,  and  they 

iosea^reat  deal  of  the  power  of  the  engine,  and  one-eighth  uf  the  coal  you  burn  is  good 

for  nothing. 
Q.  What  would  the  Government  realize  from  breaking  them  up  ? — A.    In  their  way  of 

breaking  them  up  they  would  realize  nothing.    Here  is  one  cut  up  in  this  yard  that  loured 

|5i5,0OO  for,  «nd  I  don*t  believe  the  Government  realized  a   dollar.     The    laborers  here 

don't  do  anything.      I  have  seen  so  much  of  their  idleness  and  inefficiency  that  I  would  not 

pa?  their  board.     If  I  had  a  thousand  such  men  to  work  for  me    I  wouldn*t  pay  their 

board  for  what  they  would  do.     They  put  in  everything — old  cripples  that  are  not  good 

for  anything.     That  makes  the  Navy  cost  tremendously.     Ii  makes  me  crawl  when  I  go 

about  the  yard  and  see  the  men  loafing.     They  get  bid  up  out  of  sight — a  pack  of  loafers 

that  calculate  living  on  the  navy-yard.  There  are  a  pack  of  people  around  this  city  that 
don't  calculate  to  do  anything.  It  is  a  premium  otfered  to  them  to  do  nothing,  because 
their  work  lasts  so  much   the  longer  if  they  don't  do  anything. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  if  you  don't  think  the  old  ship  Virginia,  and  some  of  the 
other  ships  here  that  are  condemned,  could  be  sold  to  private  individuals  for  something? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  Virginia,  the  one  that  was  cut  up,  the  old  frigate  that  they  started  in  1817, 
lowered  the  officers  here  $25,000  for  that  ship  as  she  lay,  to  take  her  down  myself. 

Q.  Now  there  is  the  Iowa  ;  do  you  know  anything  about  that — that  lies  outside  there  now 
afloat,  and  the  Niagara  ?  Do  you  know  what  the  Iowa  is  worth  1 — A.  She  was  a  fast  ship, 
and  never  sailed  but  one  trip,  from  New  York  here.  Four  years  ago  I  would  have  given 
>70,000  for  her.  To-day  she  is  worth  the  difference  which  is  occasioned  by  the  shrinkage 
of  the  value  of  the  copper  and  composition,  five  or  six  cents  a  pound,  and  iron  is  half  a  cent 
a  poond.  For  an  off-hand  statement  I  should  say  that  the  ship  was  worth  from  $4.5,000  to 
fo(>,<XK).    I  would  be  willing  to  take  her  and  pay  that  for  her. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  of  any  advantage  to  tne  Government  to  keep  her  here  ? — A.  It  is  a 
contioanl  expense.  She  is  not  worth  a  cent  for  anything  except  to  take  her  material  and 
break  it  up.     She  has  fine  engines  in  her. 

Q.  For  what  the  outside  world  could  use,  could  you  sell  that  engine  to  be  put  up  again  ?— A 
Ko, sir;  not  unless  the  Government  would  take  her.  They  are  s|]^endid  machines.  They 
could  put  them  into  another  ship. 

Q.  Now,  the  Niagara,  which  lies  alongside  of  her,  what  is  her  value? — A.  That  ship  has 
rot  a  great  quantity  of  pig-iron  that  you  have  put  into  her.  She  is  all  broken  through. 
Her  ends  are  so  long  and  sharp  that  she  has  broken  a  hole  through,  and  to  save  her 
tbej  had  to  pnt  in  two  or  three  hundred  tons  of  pig-iron,  and  put  chains  under  her.  She 
is  hnmped  right  up  in  the  middle.  She  is  all  gutted  out.  I  should  be  willing  to  give 
|I7,0(H).  It  is  an  awful  job  to  handle  her.  There  are  two  or  three  hundred  tons  ofpig- 
ron  ID  her,  but  that  is  very  cheap  now. 

Q.  How  much  is  Scotch  pig-iron  worth  a  hundred  ? — A.  New  iron  is  not  worth  over  $20 
a  ton. 

Q.  That  would  be  $6,000. — A.  This  ship  is  entirely  cleaned  out.  There  is  nothing  to  her 
bnt  her  bare  hull.  The  timber  is  tremendously  hard  to  get  the  copper  and  iron  out  of.  It  is 
not  like  a  ship  that  has  got  her  boilers  and  engines  in  her. 

Q.  You  think  you  would  have  been  glad  to  nave  bought  the  Virginia  for  $25,000? — A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  what  do  you  suppose  it  would  cost  the  Government  to  cut  her  down  ? — A.  I  think 
the  Government  never  realized  anything  out  of  her  more  than  what  they  paid  for  labor.  I 
think  the  remnants  were  sold  here  two  and  a  half  years  ago.  I  came  here  and  bought 
n??  iron  tanks,  and  there  were  lots  of  that  ship  cut  into  pieces  6,  8,  or  10  feet  square  sold 
at  the  saofie  time,  and  they  got  sick  of  it.  She  is  very  heavily  fastened  with  inch  and  a  half 
ccpper  bolts,  which  tell  when  you  get  hold  of  those  fellows. 

<^.  Have  you  looked  at  the  Virginia  lately  as  she  stands  now  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

(J.  Now  there  are  two  or  three  vessels  outside  that  never  were  launched.  Do  you  know 
ibout  the  Connecticut  ? — A.  I  know  about  one  of  them. 

Q.  We  understand  that  to  be  worthless  to  the  Government.  I  wish  you  would  look  at 
them  and  see  what  they  are  worth  to  tear  down.  We  want  to  get  some  man  who  has  some 
knowledge  to  give  an  opinion  about  them.  What  is  the  Ohio  worth  as  she  floats  ? — A.  My 
impression  is  that  the  Ohio  is  worth  $.30,000. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  would  give  that  to' take  her  down  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  she  is  worth  $20,000 
to  (^,0()0.  She  has  a  good  deal  of  copper  bolt  in  her,  but  it  is  an  awful  job  to  get  it  out. 
She  is  all  soaked  with  salt.  We  take  the  vessels  down  upon  the  beach,  take  tne  spring- 
tide, pnt  powerful  shores  to  her  and  hold  her,  and  commence  to  burn  on  the  next  flood* tide. 
^Ve  set  fitly  fires  for©  and  afl.  We  have  an  iron  chain  to  her  and  she  will  lighten  up  very 
fagt—toDs  and  tons  every  second,  and  we  keep  hauling  her  in ;  usually  they  fill.  We  take 
and  board  np  the  open  places  at  low  water.  We  let  toe  water  all  run  out,  and  then  take 
(^anvas  and  ooards  and  stop  up  the  places  and  keep  her  afloat  in  that  way  ;  arid  in  that  way 
*e  ultimately  get  the  whole  ship  on  to  the  land.     I  had  one  down  to  Norfolk.    That  was 
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the  hardest  thing  a  man  ever  undertook.     We  lost  twelve  guns  ofif  of  her  deck  that  went 
down  thirty  feet  into  the  mud.    The  vessel  was  the  Plymouth. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  have  you  look  over  the  vessels  that  we  have  alluded  to,  on  Mondsjr 
next. — A.  I  will  do  so. 


Boston,  March  27, 1876. 
Neiiemiah  Gibson  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  useless  ships  in  the  yard  and  made  an  estimate  to  as- 
certain what  you  would  be  willing  td  give  for  them  as  they  are  ? — A.  I  have  been  looking 
ovQr  the  ships  and  I  have  made  safe  estimates.  Perhaps  I  might,  by  looking  over  theai 
further,  enlarge  a  little.     I  estimate  the  Connecticut  at  $I6,(X>0. 

Q.  Is  she  copper-bolted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  her  decks  are  not  laid.  She  is  a  mere  shell 
now,  80  to  speak — no  machinerv  in  her  at  all. 

Q.  Is  her  stern  wheel  on  her  f — A.  No,  sir ;  no  wheel  or  shaft,  or  anything.  The  next  is 
the  Niagara,  $19,000. 

Q.  Has  she  any  machinery  in  her  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  her  machinery  is  all  out.  Her  propeller 
is  on.  That  includes  the  iron,  as  near  I  can  get  at  it,  anywhere  from  250  to  350  tons  of  pig* 
iron.  The  copper  has  been  pretty  much  drifted  out  of  the  Virginia,  and  that  rednces  her 
value  very  low.    I  estimate  her  at  $3,000. 

Q.  What  would  it  cost  to  break  her  up  and  get  her  out  of  the  way  ? — A.  I  have  no  donbt 
it  would  cost  the  Government  ^  where  they  get  one. 

Q.  You  would  tike  her  and  leave  the  place  vacant,  without  any  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  large  are  the  copper  bolts  in  her  keel  ? — A.  About  1 1  inches — the  upper  ones. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Is  there  not  some  way  to  utilize  that  timber  by  cutting  it  up  and  putting  it'intotbe 
market f — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  too  much  work. 

Q.  Could  it  not  be  cut  up  for  tire- wood  ? — A.  It  would  not  pay  for  the  labor  to  cutitap 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  very  hard  work  to  cut  it.  You  have  got  to  use  up  a  good  maoj 
tools.     It  is  hard  wood  to  split. 

Q.  So  that,  practically,  you  would  have  to  give  that  away  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  might  gel 
something  for  it.  The  next  one  is  the  Iowa;  that  ship,  of  course,  would  have  been  vroitb. 
six  years  ago,  at  least  i$20,000  or  |'25,000  more  than  she  is  to-day,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
great  fall  of  stock.  Copper  is  worth  to-day  only  20  or  20^  cents  ;  then  it  was  worth  30  c«Dts; 
there  is  one-third  off  at  once.     I  should  be  willing  to  give  for  her,  as  she  lies,  $45,000. 

Q.  She  has  got  some  fine  machinery  in  her,  has  she  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  ia  good 
for  nothing  except  to  be  used  by  the  Navy.  There  is  not  a  merchant  in  the  city  who 
would  give  any tniug  for  it  except  to  smash  up ;  that  ship  is  going  to  destruction  verjr 
rapidly. 

Q.  She  is  worthless? — A.  Yes,  sir.  She  is  very  rotten,  so  rotten  that  you  can  picksontf 
of  her  timber  to  pieces.     She  was  built  in  a  hurry,  of  green  oak. 

Q.  Wouldn't  you  say  it  is  a  loss  to  the  Government  to  let  these  vessels  stay  where  they 
are  f — A.  It  is  a  dead  Joss.  Every  day  they  are  growing  poorer  and  poorer,  and,  of  coarse, 
there  is  some  expense  attending  them.  The  next  is  the  Ohio,  $20,0lH).  Possibly  abemsj 
be  worth  more. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Isn't  she  full  of  copper  bolts? — A.  Yes,  sir;  she  has  the  usual  amount  of  copper- 
She  is  copper-fastened,  about  19  feet  I  think. 

Q.  Is  there  a  vessel  in  the  yard  that  is  worth  anything  to  the  Government?— A.  Almost 
all  you  have  got  there  are  in  the  hospital,  I  should  say,  and  hopeless  cases.  They  are  oot 
what  you  require ;  they  adopted  so  many  fanatical  ideas  of  people  outside  during  the  war, 
that  a  good  many  vessels  were  built  which  were  not  what  they  ought  to  be. 

Q.  For  how  much  would  you  cut  them  up  and  deliver  the  material  to  the  Government '- 
A.  That  would  require  some  considerable  hguring.  I  will  make  a  rough  estimate  of  those 
ships  as  I  pass  them. 

Q.  You  have  only  figured  what  you  would  be  willing  to  pay  in  cash  to  the  Govemment 
for  the  vessels  as  they  are  now  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  one  of  them  that  you  think  could  be  put  to  sea? — A.  Not  one  of  them. 
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Boston,  March  25,  1876. 
John  M.  S.  Williams  sworo  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

QoestioD.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Bendin^-Machine  Company  tbat  sold  that  macbine 
to  the  Government  T — Answer.  I  was  a  stockholder  in  it,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  that  company  organized  ? — A.  I  don*t  know,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  stockholder  of  the  company,  don't  you  remember  anything  about  the  organiza- 
tion of  it  ? — A.  No,  air ;  it  was  before  my  time. 

Q.  When  did  your  connection  begin  with  it?— A.  I  think  about  the  winter  of  ]668-*69. 
It  maj  have  been  later. 

Q.  How.many  persons  were  interested,  and  who  were  they,  in  that  bending-machine  f — 
A.  I  don't  know  how  many,  sir. 

Q.  Who  kept  the  books  in  that  Bending-Machiue  Company  ? — A.  A  gentleman  by  the 
D&me  of  Means.     He  is  dead  now. 

Q.  Who  has  those  books  ? — A.  I  really  don't  know,  sir. 

(^.  Was  that  a  patented  concern,  that  bending-machine  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  patent  conveyed  to  your  company  by  the  patentees  1 — A.  I  understood  so. 

Q.  To  whom  was  tbat  thing  patented  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  fHmiliar  with  the  title  of  the  property  that  you  owned  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I 
Dfver  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  How  much  stock  did  you  have  ? — A.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty  shares  I  think. 
It  was  nominally  worth  $100 ;  it  was  not  really  worth  anything,  or  but  very  little. 

Q.  Did  your  company  have  a  right  and  title,  as  you  understood,  to  that  thing  when  you 
owned  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  70U  think  you  had  a  right  to  convey  a  good  title  to  that  concern  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  I — A.  I  ahvaj^s  supposed  so.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  man- 
agement of  it. 

Q.  W'ho  negotiated  between  your  company  and  the  Government  7 — A.  I  understood  that 
it  was  Charles  Allen  Brown,  the  president  of  the  company.  I  don't  know  who  it  was  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Brown  lives  in  Boston,  but  is  now  in  Europe,  where  he  went 
about  eighteen  months  ago.  It  is  very  uncertain  when  he  will  return.  It  depends  on  the 
health  of  his  wife,  who  is  with  him. 

Q.  Does  any  other  person  connected  with  that  company  know  anything  about  the 
terms  of  negotiations  between  your  company  and  the  Government? — A.  I  don't  know, 
lir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  anything  about  any  amount  of  money  paid  hy  that  company  to  Oliver 
W.Griffiths  in  connection  with  that  trade  ? — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Griffiths  say  he  received  any  money  of  Charles  Allen  Brown, 
eoming  from  that  company  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  wouldn't  be  likely  to. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Brown  say  he  had  been  appealed  to  by  Mr.  Griffiths  for  money  f — 
A.  Nothing  of  the  kind.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  the  company. 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  reports  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  it. 
It  was  a  matter  we  went  into  to  please  Charles  Allen  Brown.  We  were  with  him  in  other 
transactions.  He  wanted  my  firm  to  go  in  with  him  and  build  a  ship  on  this  principle.  We 
did  go.  I  never  took  interest  enough  to  go  near  the  ship  while  it  was  building,  or  after  it 
was  bailt. 

Q.  Didn't  you  regard  that  company  as  visionary  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  regard  it  as  an  impracticable  idea  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  our  ship  was  a  perfect 
suctress. 

Q.  Why  have  no  more  ships  been  built  with  it  ?— A.  Ship-building  has  been  so  dull.  I 
don't  know  why  others  didn't  adopt  our  plan. 

Q.  How  does  that  ship  stand  at  the  French  Lloyd's  7 — A.  It  stands  high  on  the  list.  It 
makes  good  passages  and  carries  her  cargoes  well.     It  ia  a  great  success. 

Q.  Have  you  the  report  of  the  French  Lloyd's  by  which  we  could  see  how  it  stands  7 — A. 
I  suppose  it  is  with  the  ship — the  ship  New  Era. 

Q.  Is  it  in  Boston  in  some  office  so  that  we  can  see  how  it  rates  7 — A.  I  think  it  can  be 
had  here,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  agent  of  the  French  Lloyd's  7 — A.  I  don't  know  where  that  is. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  Europe  is  Charles  Allen  Brown? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Is  tbat  ship  still  owned  by  your  firm  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  we  own  part  of  her.  We  are  not 
managing  owners  now.     We  have  sold  out  to  Sears  &  Co.     She  is  now  in  San  Francisco. 

Q.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  having  her  rated  first  at  the  French  Lloyd's  f — ^A.  I  don't 
remember,  sir. 

Q.  Some  one  has  said  that  the  French  Lloyd's  declined  to  rate  her  because  she  was  a  new 
invention. — A.  Ship-building  became  dull  at  that  time.  I  didn't  think  it  best  to  build  ships. 
Charles  Allen  Brown  was  so  much  connected  with  us  in  business  that  we  were  willing  to 
ri«k  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  anything  he  wanted  us  to.  We  carried  out  our  con- 
tract, and  the  Government  paid  the  money. 
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Q.  Yon  said  the  stock  was  snbstantiallj  worthless.  What  do  yon  mean  bj  that?— A  I 
oever  knew  anything  about  its  value  or  gave  any  attention  to  it 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  portion  of  this  money  received  for  the  sale  of  thi8  macVme 
came  to  the  Bending-Machine  Company  f — A.  I  have  no  doubt  they  got  the  whole  of  it,  sir. 
It  was  always  understood  that  the  machrne  cost  about  what  they  got  for  it.  We  never  made 
any  money  out  of  it.  I  never  have  got  a  cent.  Thecompany  paid  back  nearly  the  eqaivalent 
of  the  money  invested— what  we  got  out  of  the  ship  and  out  of  the  Government  for  the  ma- 
chine. The  ship  and  the  machine  were  put  together.  We  lost  a  very  little.  That  wm  the 
result  of  the  whole  ai)*air.  Mr.  Brown  has  always  been  in  hope  of  selling  more  patents  to 
foreign  governments  and  making  more  profit. 

Q.  Your  patent  has  not  yet  expired  in  foreign  countries  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  we  hare 
any  patents  in  foreign  countries,  but  he  has  been  in  the  hope  of  selling  to  foreign  goTem* 
ments. 

Q.  Has  that  ship  ever  met  with  any  disasters  ? — A.  No,  sir;  she  has  been  on  the  water 
bIx  or  seven  years. 

Q.  Has  she  performed  well  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  very  well,  indeed. 

Q.  She  is  looked  upon  by  the  owners  as  valuable  property  f — A.  You  know  ship-property 
is  very  much  depressed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  relationship  exists,  if  any,  between  John  W.  Griffiths  and  Isaiah 
Hanscom  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  that  there  was  received  back  from  the  Government  and  from  the  ship  aboot 
what  was  the  original  investment  in  the  company  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  a  director  or  an  officer  in  that  company  ? — A.  I  never  was.  I  never 
took  any  interest  in  it  at  all. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  this  ship  had  to  be  calked  a  great  deal  oftener  than  one  not 
built  by  this  process  of  bending  the  timber  f — A.  I  didn't  know  it.  I  never  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  her.  I  always  heard  that  she  was  a  great  success.  At  the  time  that  ship  was  bnilt, 
I  was  treasurer  of  twelve  different  corporations,  which  engaged  all  my  attention.  I  paid  no 
attention  to  the  ship  at  all,  or  to  the  ship  business. 

Q.  You  were  not  treasurer  of  this  company  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  this  company. 


Boston,  March  25,  1876. 
Sylvester  E.  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  abuses  in  the  Navy  at  Mare  Island,  Califor- 
nia ?  If  vou  do,  please  stAte  them  to  the  committee — A.  For  about  two  years  I  was  construct- 
or's clerk  at  Mare  Island,  Cal.  For  about  a  year  and  a  half  I  was  ordnance  clerk.  I  went 
there  in  December,  1S09,  and  I  was  there  in  construction  until  June,  1871 — I  think  that 
was  the  time.  I  was  there  during  the  time  that  Constnictor  Hart  was  there.  After  he  left, 
Assistant  Constructor  Delano  had  charge  for  three  months,  and,  after  that,  Constructor  Wm. 
L.  Hanscom. 

Q.  How  were  materials  supplied  ? — A.  Material  was  supplied  partially  by  contract  and 
partially  by  open  purchase. 

Q.  Which  was  the  larger  amount — by  contract  or  by  open  purchase  ? — A.  Well,  open  pur- 
chase would  be  the  larger  amount,  unless  you  termed  what  was  called  *•  an  open-contract 
requisition"  by  that  name.     I  think  **  open  purchase"  is  the  largest. 

Q.  Was  that  '*  open  purchase  "  in  a  large  measure,  or  not,  directed  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, direct  from  Washington  ?  Did  it  originate  at  Washington  or  at  the  navy-yard  at 
Mare  Island  ? — A.  It  originated  at  the  island. 

Q.  Did  they,  or  not,  receive  some  things  that  they  did  not  want  there  and  were  not 
ordered  to  be  delivered  there? — A.  Live-oak  timber  came  from  the  East,  and  was  sent  from 
the  New  York  yard — a  reshipment  of  the  stock  on  hand  from  the  New  York  yard. 

Q.  How  would  it  be  shipped  ?  Would  it  be  bv  rail  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  around  the  Horn. 
Immense  quantities  came  there — more  than  would  be  used.  There  was  very  little  live-oak 
purchased  in  San  Francisco  by  the  Government.  It  was  used  in  buildine  and  repairing 
ships.  It  was  stored  there  on  the  yard,  the  same  as  on  this  yard — owned  oy  the  Govern- 
ment. It  comes  as  a  reshipment  from  the  navy-yard.  Nearly  all  the  live-oak  furnished 
that  yard  is  sent  from  the  New  York  yard.  It  is  first  cut  in  Florida,  transported  to  New 
York,  and  then  back  by  Florida  again,  around  Cape  Horn  and  San  Francisco. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  would  add  to  the  cost  of  transportation?— A.  I  should  judge 
that  it  would.    Live-oak  is  a  pretty  high-priced  material  out  there. 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  out  there  if— A.  Two  hundred  dollars  or  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  a  thousand  cubic  feet. 

Q.  What  character  of  live-oak  do  you  mean  ?  There  is  the  **  straight,"  "  curved,"  atid 
"particular  pieces,"  which  last  is  the  highest-priced  sort.  Which  one  does  that  price 
apply  to  ? — A.  It  applies  to  the  lowest,  to  the  '*  straight.'* 

Q.  What  are  the  curved  pieces  worth  out  there  per  cubic  foot  ? — A.  I  could  not  say,  I  am 
sure. 
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Q.  Didn*t  the  books  show  when  you  were  clerk? — A.  The  timber-inspector's  books 
would  show  that. 

Q.  Would  it  be  worth,  in  proportion,  as  much  more  as  the  **  straight"  is  ? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
more  than  that,  I  should  think. 

Q.  Do  jou  think  the  price  on  '*  curved  '*  and  *'  particular  "  pieces  would  bear  the  same 
reUdon  to  the  price  at  tne  New  Y'ork  yard  that  the  straight  pieces  there  would  bear  to  the 
straight  pieces  nere  ? — A.  I  should  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  What  a^out  political  influence  out  there  f  Do  you  know  anything  about  that,  as 
affecting  the  appointment  of  officers  in  the  yard  and  employ^  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  There 
is  a  foreman  working  on  that  yard  that  don't  hold  his  position  on  political  influence. 

Q.  Who  is  chief  manager  and  director  of  that  ?  Who  runs  the  yard  ? — A.  Senator  Sar- 
^Dt  has  the  credit  of  it. 

Q.  We  don't  want  what  is  reported  about  it,  if  we  can  get  knowledge.  If  you  know  any- 
thing about  it,  state  that. — A.  Well,  if  a  man  wanted  a  position  as  foreman  or  as  quarter- 
iQAQ,  be  would  bring  influence  to  bear  upon  Senator  Sargent. 

Q.  Are  you  talking  matters  that  you  know,  or  hearsay  ? — A.  I  am  talking  what  I  have 
hfl&rd  parties  talk  over,  and  se3n  there,  month  after  month. 

Q.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  take  mere  rumors.  If  you  know  the  fact  you  ought  to  state 
it— A.  I  don't  know  of  any  fact,  because  he  never  did  anything  for  me.  Senator  Sargent 
is  the  official  man  of  the  coast,  and  the  one  that  is  looked  to  for  influence  in  all  positions 
and  all  appointments. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  controversy  between  Mr.  Hart  and  the  bureau  at 
that  place  ?  Do  you  know  what  he  was  ordered  away  from  there  for?  Or  was  he  ordered 
away  * — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  detached  from  the  vard  and  ordered  away. 

Q.  What  was  he  ordered  away  for  ?  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  become  obnoxious  to 
the  bureau  ? — A.  Not  obnoxious  to  the  bureau,  but  obnoxious  to  the  foremen,  workmen,  and 
parties  who  were  endeavoring  to  furnish  supplies. 

Q.  Was  it  through  the  influence  of  the  foremen,  workmen,  and  of  the  contractors  that 
he  was  removed  f — A.  It  was  through  the  influence  of  the  foremen-workmen. 

Q.  What  had  they  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  They  civilly  petitioned,  asking  for  his  removal, 
and  stating  for  reasons  that  be  employed  men  who  were  not  republicans,  or  men  were  em- 
ployed under  him  who  were  not,  and  he  would  not  allow  the  foremen  full  swing,  as  they 
termed  it. 

Q.  What  did  they  mean  by  tliat  ?  How  did  he  interfere  with  them  ? — A.  He  objected  in 
several  instances  to  men  being  employed  who  were  not  competent  mechanics. 

Q.  By  whom  were  those  men  put  on  the  yard  ? — A.  By  the  foremen. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  t — A.  Ostensibly  to  work  in  the  gangs  in  the  di6ferent  departments, 
the  different  gangs. 

Q.  Mr.  Hart  objected  to  those  men  ?— A.  Y'es,  sir  ;  some  of  them. 

Q.  Was  it  on  account  of  incompetency  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  controlled  the  appointment  of  these  men  ?  Not  ostensibly,  but 
really.  What  was  the  controlling  influence  ? — A.  A  letter  from  a  member  of  the  State  cen- 
tral committee. 

Q.  Who  was  that  member  ? — A.  O,  there  were  different  members.  I  think  at  one  time 
it  was  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  these  letters  ? — A.  I  have  seen  several  such  letters.     They  would 

read  thus:  **You  will  please  employ  in  the  capacity  of ." 

Or,  '*  You  will  please  give  Mr. work  as ." 

Q.  When  would  that  be  done  ? — A.  It  would  be  done  all  through  the  year,  but  more  par- 
ticularly 60  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  How  long  would  that  be  continued  after  the  election' — A.  Some  longer  than  others. 
Perhaps  some  would  be  at  work  three  or  four  weeks  before  election,  and  some  several 
months. 

Q.  How  many  men  would  be  employed  just  before  election  ?  What  number  would  they 
put  on  f — A.  Thev  had  no  number.     They  would  employ  just  as  many  as  they  could  put  on, 

Q.  How  many  have  you  seen  employed  just  before  election  ? — A.  I  reckon  that  just  before 
the  election  in  Jb73  there  were  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  hundred  men  employed  there  in  the 
yard. 

Q.  Was  there  any  necessity  for  the  employment  of  those  men  at  that  time  particularly  T — 
A.  0,  they  were  repairing  ships,  putting  up  buildings,  fitting  up  a  foundery  there.  They 
found  work  for  them  all. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  they  were  discharged? — A.  Some  of  them  were  discharged  the 
day  after  the  election. 

Q.  What  was  that  for  ?  Was  there  not  as  great  necessity  for  them  the  day  after  the  elec- 
tion as  there  was  before  the  election  t — A.  A  good  deal  of  *the  work  had  been  completed. 

Q.  Was  there  any  left  uncompleted  and  incomplete  f — A.  There  were  some  of  those  men 
^en  on  that  were  not  discharged  for  a  long  time  afterward. 

Q.  Was  there  any  greater  necessity  just  preceding  the  election  to  work  those  men  on  that 
building  than  there  was  three  or  four  months  before  T — A.  The  necessity  was  the  order  from 
Washington  to  complete  such  and  such  work.    There  would  be  greater  necessity  if  they 
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wanted  the  work  doDe  beforebaDd.     Tbe  ships  laj  as  ships  do  here,  in  the  stream,  hanled 
out  in  tbe  way,  nothing  doing  on  them  at  all. 

Q.  Do  joQ  know  anything  about  tbe  work  in  that  yard  f  Do  yon  know  anythioe  aboat 
the  work  required  to  be  done  in  that  yard  at  all  for  the  good  of  the  service  t — A.  Well,  I 
should  say  that  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  service  to  prevent  all  ships  from  going  to 
decay. 

Q.  Didn't  that  exist  three  or  four  months  before  the  election  ?  Was  there  not  the  same 
necessity  for  tbe  employment  of  that  l,'20O  men  three  months  before  the  election  as  there  vru 
at  the  election  ? — A.  I  should  think  there  was. 

Q.  Now  after  that,  you  say,  orders  came  from  the  Navy  Department  to  employ  this  force  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Orders  from  what  bureau  of  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  There  were  orders  from  Con- 
strnction  Bureau,  and  Yards  and  Docks  Bureau.  They  don't  say,  **  You  will  employ  so 
man^  men."  They  say,  *' You  will  prepare  such  and  such  a  ship  tor  service  as  soon  as 
possible ;"  that  would  be  the  ^-ubstance  of  the  order. 

Q.  Where  was  William  L.  Hanscom  on  duty  in  the  fall  of  1873? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  When  was  he  on  Mare  Island  f — A.  He  was  on  duty  there  May,  J87J. 

Q.  When  was  Mr.  Pook  there  f — A.  He  came  there  in  i<572,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  be  there  in  1873? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Hanscom  was  there  during  the  election  in 
1871.  California  elect*  members  of  Congress  once  in  two  years.  The  State  election  is  once 
in  four  years.  Mr.  Hanscom  was  there  during  the  election  in  the  fi^l  of  1871,  and  Mr.  Pook 
during  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1673. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  abuses  that  you  know  anything  about,  or  any  abuses  at  all  at  that 
island,  that  you  can  tell  us  about  any  further  t  Do  you  know  of  any  iron  or  copper  orother 
material  belonging  to  the  navy-yard  that  has  been  shipped  from  that  yard  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  timber  that  has  been  shipped  to  that  yard,  belonging  to  private 
individuals,  and  still  kept  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  that. 

Q.  Whom  did  it  belong  tof — A.  There  was  a  boom  of  timber  there  down  to  one  end  of  tbe 
island,  stored  there.  Laurel  there  takes  the  place  of  a  great  deal  of  this  nice  white  oak  yon 
are  speaking  abrut,  in  that  country.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  that.  The  ship-timber  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Montaigue,  of  San  Francisco. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  it  ? — A.  There  was  a  cargo,  more  or  less. 

Q,  Do  you  know  of  any  timber  that  had  been  rejected  at  any  other  navy-yard  in  the 
United  States  that  was  afterward  delivered  there  and  received  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  rejected  there  at  all,  and  then  ordered  to  be  received  from 
the  bureau  at  Washington? — A.  No,  8ir;  material  such  as  copper,  oakum,  and  while  oak 
was  shipped  from  the  East.  We  don't  have  at  San  Francisco  the  advantage  of  markets 
that  they  have  East. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  did  receive  live-oak  at  Mare  Island  besides 
that  which  was  received  from  the  New  York  navy -yard  ? — A.  Very  little.  There  might  be 
ft  piece. 

Q.  Was  there  ever  at  any  time  any  live-oak  delivered  there  on  that  island  or  in  its  docu 
that  belonged  to  private  individuals,  according  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  received  there 
for  storage  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  material  received  there  ? — A.  Well,  there  was  this  Oregon  pine  timber  used 
for  masts  and  spars. 

Q.  Was  that  sold  afterward  to  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  order  of  the  bureau  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  they  get  their  orders  ?— A.  We  would  make  a  requisition  ;  for  instance. » 
they  wanted  a  mast  or  a  spar,  they  would  make  a  requisition  and  describe  it  and  state  vrbat 
it  was  wanted  for,  and  they  would  say,  "  Can  be  furnished  by  so  and  so.''  Then  tbe  reqw* 
sition  would  come  back  approved  by  the  chief  of  bureau. 

Q.  Would  the  price  be  stated  upon  that  requisition  when  it  was  sent  to  the  bureau  7"^ 
In  most  cases.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  order  would  come  back  approved  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  a  large  number  of  men  were  employed  upon  Mare  I«j>°^ 
just  previous  to  a  State  eloction  ? — A.  No.  sir :  not  a  State  election.  It  waa  a  congre^sion** 
election.     They  only  have  a  State  election  there  once  in  four  years. 

Q.  Would  these  men  be  discharged  after  an  election  of  that  kind  f — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Very  shoitly  after? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  some  of  them  employeil  in  1873 dtf* 
charged  the  day  after  the  election — three  or  four  hundred,  perhaps,  more  or  less,  the  very  Q^^^ 
day. 

Q.  Was  that  the  8ame  in  1873  i — A.  It  was  in  1873  I  am  speaking  of. 

Q.  How  was  it  in  lf<71  f — A.  There  were  not  so  many  employed  in  1871. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  that  if  a  foreman  or  quarterman  wanted  a  position  on  tb^ 
yard,  he  was  recommended  by  the  State  central  committee  for  that  position. — A.  Yea,  a^* 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  your  knowledge  to  the  effect  that  Senator  Sargent  had  an^ 
thing  to  do  with  it? — A.  Not  of  my  personal  knowledge.  This  order  didn't  read  that" 
was  by  request  of  his. 
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Q.  Were  theie  a  prrfat  Dnany  subordiDate  positions  held  therein  the  yard  by  appoint^ 
ments  coming  from  the  Department  ? — A.  O,  yes,  sir;  often.  Men  were  employed  by  order 
of  the  Department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  man  being  discharged  from  that  yard  for  incompetency  or  dishon- 
esty, and  afterward  replaced  on  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


Boston,  March  25, 1876. 
Capt.  William  F.  Spicer  swo  n  and  examine  1. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  ? — Answer.  I  am  com 
mandioff  the  rendezvous  at  the  navy-yard.  I  have  been  serving  in  that  capacity  since  the 
llthof^ilarch,  1875.     I  was  before  that  at  sea.     I  was  here  in  1H70,  1871,  and  IH72. 

Q.  In  what  position  ? — A.  I  was  in  charge  of  the  equipment  department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  cargo  of  hemp  being  brought  here  or  sent  here  by  Mr. 
Cattell,  of  New  Jersey  ? — A.  I  should  have  to  refresh  my  memory  by  reference  to  books.  It 
was  Bome  time  ago.     We  were  constantly  getting  hemp,  agreeably  to  requirement. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  cargo  of  hemp  sent  here  tnat  was  condemned,  but  you  were 
ordered  from  Washington  hero  to  receive  it  ? — A.  I  can't  recall  such  an  event. 

Q.  Would  your  books  show  that  fact  if  it  is  true  ? — A.  Doubtless. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  a  board  of  survey  that  was  made  on  some  hemp  and 
canras,  (which  board  found  a  deficiency.)  over  which  board  there  presided  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Walker  and  Mr.  Leighton  ? — A.  I  don't  remember,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q  Yon  were  at  the  head  of  that  department  at  that  time,  were  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  recollect  a  board  of  survey  being  ordered  to  take  account  of  stuff  in  the 
equipment  department  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  came  out  according  to  your  books,  or  was  there  a  short- 
age? Did  that  survey  agree  with  your  books  at  that  time — with  the  record  of  your  sur- 
vey?—A.  I  believe  it  did.  I  shall  have  to  refresh  my  memory.  The  books  are  there.  I 
think  they  state  ever^'thing.  They  must  necessarily.  They  contain  every  proceeding  that 
occurred. 

Q.  Somebody  ordered  you  to  make  the  books  conform  to  the  report? — A.  It  was  ordered 
bj  the  commandant  to  have  the  survey  made  of  the  stock  on  band,  and  the  result  of  that 
^orrej  was  sent  to  Washing^n  and  came  back  to  the  commandant,  I  believe,  approved. 
That  is  the  only  present  recollection  I  have  of  the  circumstance.  I  have  been  separated 
from  that  department  by  two  terms  at  sea.  I  can't  recollect  these  matters  at  the  present 
tiiDe  M  accurately  aa  you  may  desire,  but  bv  reference  to  the  books  I  think  I  could. 

Q.  How  long  would  it  take  you  to  overhaul  your  books  ? — A.  I  have  not  the  books.  I 
eonid  goto  the  office  where  they  are  and  consult  them.  It  would  take  some  time.  Captain 
McCauley  is  at  the  head  of  that  department.  He  is  equipment-officer  and  executive  officer 
of  the  yard. 

Q.  1  want  you  to  look  at  the  books  for  two  facts — first,  whether  during  the  time  that  yon 
^ere  here  m  equipment-officer  there  was  a  cargo  of  hemp  sent  here  by  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  of 
New  Jersey,  which  was  condemned  by  a  board  of  survey  and  afterwaro  ordered  to  be  received, 
and  under  whose  order  it  was  received  ;  second  whether  a  board  of  survey  was  ordered  to  take 
an  inventory  of  the  hemp  and  canvas,  r  to  take  any  inventory  of  the  stock  of  the  equip- 
ment department,  that  found  a  deficiency  in  the  hemp  and  canvas. — A.  I  remember  a  cargo 
of  hemp  arriving  from  Mr.  Cattell ;  but  with  regard  to  itsfsurvey  and  condemnation  I  have 
BO  presept  recollection. 

Q-  Was  it  taken  and  used  ? — A.  Doubtless  it  was  if  it  was  received  and  passed  inspection. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  good  ? — A.  Y>s,  1  think  it  was ;  but  yet  I  can't 
be  certain.  It  may  have  been  inferior  to  other  hemp  we  received,  and  may  have  been  afl 
pood.    We  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  only  the  best. 


Boston,  AfarcA  27,  1876. 
Capt.  William  T.  Sficer  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Harris  :  t 

Qnestion.  When  you  were  before  the  committee  the  other  day  you  were  asked  several 
qneatioDs  which  you  were  not  then  prepared  to  answer.  Can  you  do  so  now  ? — Answer. 
My  research  has  not  been  so  saiisfactory  us  I  would  desire,  but  I  have,  perhaps,  pufficient 
data  to  answer  the  two  questions  aske^^  me  on  Satuiday  lat>t,  the  Itth  instant,  *' Whether 
a  cargo  ol  hemp,  sent   ly  Mr.  Cattell,  of  ^'ew  Jerfrey,  was  coi.dtniLcd  and  subsequently 
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ordered  to  be  received,  and  by  whom  ?"  Two  carjfoes  of  hemp  were  received  from  k.  ^' 
Cattell  6l  Co.,  one  in  July,  1671,  or  thereabout,  coosistiu^of  1*25  tons.  Of  this  lot  abo^t 
100  tons  passed  the  usual  inspection,  and  that  amount  was  received.  The  balance  i^  ^ 
rejected  and  afterward  sold  by  the  contractors  to  Messrs.  Sewall,  Day  &.  Co.,  I  believe,  o^ 
Boston.  Of  the  second  lot,  consistin^]^  of  100  tons,  about  42  tons  passed  inspection  »cid 
were  received  ;  the  balance  was  disposed  of  by  the  contracting  parties,  as  in  the  previo^^ 
case.    This  was  in  September  or  October,  1871. 

Q.  Was  any  portion  of  that  hemp  which  was  rejected  upon  that  survey  ever  received  in 
the  navj-jard? — A.  No, sir;  it  could  not  be  received,  possibly.  It  is  all  subject  to  Ic- 
spection. 

Q.  Whether  or  not  any  portion  of  that  hemp  had  been  previously  inspected.  Were  there 
two  inspections  of  it? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  dou*t  remember  two.  Only  one  was  necessary.  One 
came  over  in  a  cargo  and  was  inspected  here.  The  other  was  inspected  in  the  bonded  ware- 
house, as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  The  only  thing  I  want  to  fix  is  whether  or  not  Mr.  Cattell  undertook  to  have  that  in- 
spected at  a  previous  time  and  bad  it  all  rejected  f — A.  No,  I  have  no  record  of  that,  or 
recollection  of  that.     It  was  inspected,  and  part  of  it  found  not  to  be  as  good  as  we  were 
in  the  habit  of  receiving — not  as  good  as  it  is  necessary  to  receive — and  was  rejected.    The 
rejected  part  was  sold,  I  believe,  (we  had  nothing  to  do  with  that,)  by  Mr.  Cattell  to  Sewall, 
Day  6l  Co. 

The  second  question  was,  '*  Do  you  know  of  any  hemp  that  was  ever  rejected  here  and 
afterward  received  upon  orders  from  the  Department  at  Washington  ? "     No,  sir,  never. 

The  third  question  was,  '*  Do  you  remember  a  board  of  survey  which  was  ordered  to  take 
an  inventory  of  the  stores  in  the  equipment  department  and  found  a  deficiency  in  the  hemp 
and  canvas  on  hand  ?  *'  It  was  requested  of  Admiral  Steedman,  in  command  of  the  station 
at  the  time,  that  an  inventory  be  taken  of  the  stores  on  hand  in  the  equipment  office,  which 
request  was  granted,  and  a  board  ordered  by  Admiral  Steedman,  consisting  of  the  late  Com* 
mander  £.  A.  Walker,  then  lieutenant-commander.  Master  J.  B.  Eaton,  and  Carpenter 
William  F.  Leighton.  An  inventory  was  taken  by  these  officers,  and  forwarded  through  the 
proper  channel  to  the  Bureau  ot  Equipment  and  Recruiting  in  Washington.  There  was  do 
record  of  any  report  of  deficiency  having  been  made  by  the  board  to  the  bureau.  No  report 
of  deficiency  was  ever  made  to  me,  nor  did  I  ever  know  of  any. 

Another  question  was,  **  Do  you  know  whether  any  order  came  from  the  Department  to 
open  the  books  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  that  snrvey  ?  "  The  inventory  was  sent  to 
the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting  through  the  commandant  of  the  station,  and  re- 
turned to  him,  who  ordered,  through  Lieutenant-Commander  Walker,  chief  of  the  bureau 
and  executive  officer  of  equipment,  that  the  books  of  the  office  be  taken  up  and  kept  in 
accordance  with  the  inventory,  which  was  done.  I  was  officially  absent  from  the  station  at 
the  time,  Lieutenant-Commander  Walker  being  in  charge  of  equipment. 

Q.  So  that  if  there  was  any  deficiency,  it  was  dropped  out  by  that  new  account  ? — A.  We 
were  ordered  to  take  up  the  accounts  in  accordance  with  the  inventory  made.  In  taking 
charge  of  the  equipment  office,  I  continued  its  business  as  I  found  it  had  been  conducted 
by  my  predecessor.  Before  it  became  a  separate  department  in  the  yard  it  had  been  blended 
with  the  department  of  construction,  navigation,  yards  and  docks,  «&c.,  and  governed  by  a 
civil  fficer,  a  nival  store-keeper.  I  do  not  know  the  history  exactly  of  its  transfer  to  a 
separate  establishment,  but  have  been  told  and  led  to  suppose  that  no  thorough  system  ot 
organization  was  established  in  the  beginning,  that  its  books  were  imperfect  and  unreliable 
as  means  of  reference,  and  so  passed  down  from  officer  to  officer,  who  for  a  long  or  short  term 
of  control  were  obliged  to  depend  almost  solely  on  the  clerical  ability  supplied  (generally  of 
an  inferior  and  unskillful  order)  to  carry  on  its  business.  From  such  a  confused  and  unreliable 
state  of  affairs,  it  is  little  to  be  wondered  at  if  inconsistencies  between  statement  of  books  and 
material  on  hand,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  should  be  found  in  excess  or  otherwise.  It  was 
because  certain  material  stated  in  the  books  to  be  on  hand  could  not  be  found  when  re- 
quired that  the  request  for  an  inventory  was  made.  I  think  it  was  in  1867  that  the  equip- 
ment department  in  the  yard  became  a  separate  establishment.  Previous  to  that  time  it  had 
been  incorporated  with  navigation,  coustruction,  «fcc.,  and  governed  by  a  civil  officer,  the 
naval  constructor,  as  before  related.  I  suggested  that  an  inventory  better  be  taken,  and  a 
new  basis  formed,  that  we  might  have  something  precise,  and  know  what  we  had  on  hand 
and  what  we  had  not  on  hand,  and  the  inventory  was  accordingly  asked  for  and  made,  which 
was  the  first  for  a  series  of  rears,  I  believe. 

Q.  So  that  it  would  have  been  absolutely  impossible  to  have  detected  the  fraud  if  any  ma 
terial  had  been  improperly  taken  away  ?— A.  1  don't  see  how  it  would  have  been  possible 
to  have  formed  any  correct  estimate  of  the  stores  under  the  old  regime.   It  was  necessary 
to  have  something  to  go  by  thHt  was  accurate  and  relftible. 

Q.  And  you  supposed  this  was  the  result  of  many  years  ?— A.  Doubtless  a  series  of  years. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  fact  within  your  knowledge*  upon  the  subject? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't 
think  of  any  other. 

Q.  What  is  your  judgment  in  regard  to  the  system  of  dit^'erent  bureaus  ?— A.  I  don't 
like  it. 

Q.  You  think  that  system  has  abuses  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Boston,  March  25, 1876. 


Daniel  A.  Storey  recalled. 


Bj  Mr  Mills  : 

Q.  I  believe  you  were  to  give  us  some  information  this  morning^. — A.  There  is  a  copy  of 
the  certificate  (riven  to  Donald  McKay. 
[Reads  certificate  as  follows  ' 

*•  Boston,  October  28, 1874. 

"Sarveyed  to  Donald  McKay,  at  his  place  of  business,  29  p.,  1,771  feet  cabic,  No.  1  white- 
otk  timber,  or  444fotoQ8- 

*'DANL.  A.  STOREY, 

^^ Deputy  Surveyor.** 

Q.  That  was  at  his  yard  ? — A.  It  was  outside  of  his  place  of  business  where  this  tim- 
ber lay.  just  over  t||je  fence. 

Q.  Now,  have  you  any  estimate  of  what  that  timber  was  worth  ? — A.  I  don't  know.  It 
WM  Dot  first-class.     Most  of  it  was  loasf  timber,  but  not  large  timber. 

Q.  That  was  after  the  completion  ot  the  hull  of  the  Adams  f — A.  That  was  October  28, 
1874. 

Q.  Was  she  launched  then  ?— A.  I  don't  know  whether  she  was  launched.  I  should 
think  she  was.  because  be  was  moving  his  stock.  I  think  it  was  moved  up  to  Chelsea  Bridge, 
or  the  East  Boston  side  near  the  bridge  ;  I  think  Purcell  &  Fowle  were  the  teamsters  that 
movedh. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Purcell  live  ? — A.  He  lives  in  East  Boston. 

<i.  What  are  their  given  names  and  their  residences  and  places  of  business! — A.  Sam- 
uel L.  Fowle,  he  lives  on  East  Summer  street.  East  Boston.  Their  place  of  business  is  Ceu- 
tTAl  .^aare.  East  Boston.  Mr.  Purcell's  name,  I  think,  is  Charles.  I  don't  know  his  resi- 
dence. His  place  of  business  is  Central  Square,  East  Boston.  You  were  speaking  about 
the  quantity  of  white-pine  lumber.     I  should  think  Henry  Jones  would  know  about  tnat. 


Boston,  March  25,  187(J. 
Samuel  E.  Chandler  sworn. 

By  Mr.  MILLS : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  report  made  by  Isaiah  Hanscomon  the  bending-ma- 
chine?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  wrote  a  report.  He  was  one  of  a  board  ordered  to  examine  and 
report  npon  it.     I  was  at  that  time  chief  clerk  in  the  construction  department. 

Q.  We  have  got  one  report  from  him  ? — A.  I  will  say  that  I  had  an  impression  that  he 
wrote  a  report  or  a  letter,  or  rather  I  wrote  it  at  his  dictation,  unfavorable  at  one  time.  But 
I  can't  fino  any  record  of  it.  I  have  that  impression  In  my  mind,  and  I  have  recently  at- 
tempted to  look  the  matter  up,  but  I  have  failed  to  find  it. 

Q.  Whom  was  it  written  to  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  whether  it  was  an  official  letter  or  an 
unofficial  one.  but  I  have  got  that  impression  without  being  able  to  state  decisively  what  it 
WIS,  but  I  feel  sure  that  it  was  this  report  that  was  on  the  record  of  the  commandant's,  and  I 
am  very  certain  that  I  looked  at  it  within  a  week  or  two  and  found,  very  much  to  my  surprise, 
that  it  was  favorable.  But  the  other  is  simply  an  idea  that  I  had  that  it  was  unfavorable. 
Perhaps  that  was  a  letter  to  the  Department,  or  it  might  have  been  a  private  letter  that  I 
wrote  for  him.  * 

Q.  Were  you  a  clerk  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  not  appointed  by  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  express  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  the  machine  unless  it  was 
in  that  letter  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  irregularities  in  the  administration  of  the  naval  department  here, 
in  this  yarxJ  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  I  do. 

V.  Do  you  of  any  frauds  perpetrated  on  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  of 
aoj. 

Q.  Do  you  of  any  lumber  that  has  gone  out  without  being  ordered  out  by  proper  of- 
ficers t^A.  No,  sir;  I  should  not  be  likely  to  know  it.  It  does  not  come  under  my  de- 
partment   I  have  the  bills  and  requisitions  simply. 

Q.  You  don't  know  about  false  measurements  ?—  A.  No,  sir ;  I  should  not  be  likely  to  know 
if  such  a  thing  occurred.  The  requisition  is  made  for  one  hundred  thousand  feet  of  lumber. 
I  keep  a  copy  of  the  requisition  and  tli^  date  of  approval,  for  the  bureau,  and  when  the 
bills  come  in  I  credit  it  to  the  requisition. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anv  contractors  using  money  improperly  to  influence  official  action  ? 
— A.  No, sir;  I  never  dia.  You  wanted  to  iinow, yesterday,  in  reference  to  a  bill  where  no 
authority  was  stated  ;  that  was  the  bill  of  $62,000.  I  looked  over  the  records  ;  I  can't  find 
wiTthiDg.  That  special  bill  I  can't  find — no  official  memorandum  for  the  letter,  or  order 
pertaining  to  it.  It  is  for  $62,769.75,  for  live-oak  furnished  to  Mr.  Swift,  July  2,  1874.  I 
pm  down  on  the  book,  **  No  authority  stated  "    Such  was  the  case.     The  bills  went  on  and 
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no  authority  by  order  of  the  burean.     Here  is  another  bill   uhich  I  have  looked  up,  and  I 
will  read  a  statement  which  I  have  prepared      [Reads  the  following  statement :] 

**  May  28,  1874,  a  set  of  bills  in  favor  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  for  delivery  of  live-oak  timber 
Amounting^  to  847,219.55,  were  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair,  with  date  of  authority  (January  15,  1874)  indorsed  thereon.  Juno  29,  1874,  these 
bills  were  returned  from  the  bureau,  with  orders  to  have  a  new  set  made,  in  order  that  the 
amount  could  be  paid  from  appropriation.  Constnietion  and  Repair,  1874-'75.  July  2  a 
new  set  was  forwarded,  as  above  directed.  August  1 J ,  J 874,  the  last  set  was  returned  from 
the  bureau,  with  directions  to  have  anew  set  prenared,  omitting  the  date  of  authorization, 
and  August  14,  the  third  set  of  bills  was  forwaraed  to  bureau,  with  no  authority  stated  for 
the  purchase. 

'*Tbe  bill  in  question,  for  |62,679. 75,  I  can  find  no  special  record  of,  but  as  there  were 
ten  or  twelve  bills  returned  about  that  time,  to  be  made  anew,  and  authority  omitted,  I  pre- 
sume this  bill  might  have  been  treated  in  like  manner  without  an  official  order  to  that  effect 
Am  certain  that  the  date  of  authority  was  omitted  in  the  case  of  this  bill,  and  it  might  have 
been  done  in  compliance  with  a  private  order  or  understanding  to  that  effect** 

Q.  This  statement  you  make  under  oath  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Has  it  been  the  practice  of  the  bureau  to  order  you  all  to  make  out  your  bills,  going' 
forward  to  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  should  say  $75,000— just  from  memory.  It  may  be 
more  and  may  be  less.  I  have  all  the  different  bills  throughout  the  yard  in  the  differ- 
ent departments,  but  particularly  in  the  construction  department 

Q.  It  would  be  all  bills  that  were  due  along  in  the  money  from  the  last  appropria- 
tion made  ?— A.  Along  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June  of  the  last  fiscal  year  bill» 
were  niaue,  and  then  returned,  and  the  dates  identifying  them  with  that  year  were  ordered 
to  be  omitted,  for  them  to  be  paid  for  the  ensuing  year,  out  of  the  next  appropriation. 

Q.  You  would  be  ordered  to  make  out  your  l>ill8,  dating  them  from  the  first  of  July  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  order  that  they  could  be  paid. 

Q.  So  that  if  they  were  for  articles  furnished  they  would  apply  for  articles  furnished 
the  next  year  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  actually  furnished  in  one  year  and  directed  to  be 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the  next  year. 


Boston,  March  25,  1876. 
Samuel  B.  Hamlin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  At  Acushnet,  Mass.,  a  small  town  near  New 
Bedford. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ? — A.  My  business  is  lumbering. 

Q.  Do  you  manufacture  lumber? — A.  I  do  to  some  extent. 

Q.  Do  you  furnish  and  supply  ship-timber  ?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Mainly  for  the  whaling-vessels  ? — A.  Whalers,  merchantmen,  and  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  ship-timber  here  in  Boston  ? — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  With  what  classes  of  lumber  are"  you  most  familiar  ? — A.  I  am  familiar  with  our  pine 
lumber  and  white  oak. 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  eastern  pine,  also  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  manufacture  lumber  from  our  Massachusetts  timber? — A.  Native  pine;  yea, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  value  or  price  of  live-oak  timber  1 — A.  I  am  not 
much  versed  in  that,  and  I  don't  know  hardly  enough  to  give  you  what  would  be  cor- 
rect. I  know  the  prices  we  used  to  pay  fur  it.  When  we  used  to  build  ships  we  used 
to  put  in  particular  sticks. 

Q.  Have  you  been  accustomed  to  get  out  frames  for  whaling-vessels  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  for 
all  descriptions  of  vessels. 

Q.  What  would  be  your  idea  of  about  the  value  of  live-oak  timber  delivered  any'where 
here  in  Massachusetts? — A.  That  depends  very  much  upon  its  size. 

Q.  Suppose  it  is  good-sized  straight  timber  f — A.  It  has  been  offered  here  for  a  dollar 
a  cubic  foot,  molded  for  ships — a  ship  of  the  size  of  400  or  500  tons — and  then  it  u 
sold  by  pieces  at,  I  guess,  from  $1.50  to  $2  a  foot ;  certain  sticks. 

Q.  Suppose  I  give  you  prices  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  cubic  foot  in  large  quantities  foi 
straight  timber,  curved  timber,  fit  for  ribs,  I  suppose  would  be  $1.85,  and  the  principal 
pieces  (you  know  what  that  means,  I  suppose)  at  $2.10,  what  would  you  say  as  to  sucfc 
prices  as  that,  taking  50,000  or  fi0,000  cubic  feet  at  a  time  ?— A.  I  should  think  those 
prices  were  very  high. 

Q.  How  much  too  high  ' — A.  I  am  not  versed  enough  to  give  it  to  you  correct  I 
makes  a  difference  whether  timber  is  molded  or  in  the  rough. 
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Q.  This  was  rough  timber,  sir. — A.  Large  timber  stands  higher  in  the  market  than  small 
timber,  but  a  person  catting  live-oak  can  get  that  large  timber  frequently,  so  that  it  will  sell 
tt  ft  less  price  than  you  get  the  small  timber,  because  it  generally  grows  large.  They  work 
the  small  timber  out  of  the  limbs  and  crooked  parts.    The  timber  is  large. 

Q.  Wonldyou  call  that  a  heavy  price  for  rough  oak  timber  7 — A.  I  should  think  it  was  a 
very  remunerative  price,  to  say  the  least. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  spruce  boards  ? — A.  Thev  vary.  At  the  present  time  you  can 
buy  very  good  spruce  b'^ard—dimension — I  have  had  them  offered  to  me  at  $15. 

Q.  How  has  it  been  within  the  last  two  years  ? — A.  I  guess,  if  you  go  back  for  the  last 
year  and  a  half— I  guess  dimension  lumber  was  worth  about  $18  to  $20,  if  it  was  large  and 
Ion?. 

Q.  How  with  spruce  boards  ? — A.  Promiscuous  boards,  in  length  and  width,  as  they  hap- 
pen to  come,  were  not  worth  more  than  $18  for  the  la&t  eighteen  months — I  donH  know  but 
two  years.  ^ 

Q.  What  is  square  pine  timber  worth  ? — A.  Well,  with  us  our  prices  range — I  am  deal 
log  in  higher  prices  in  pine.    I  have  been  getting  for  dimension  pine  anywhere  from  $35 
to  |45. 

Q.  Supposing  vou  were  getting  out  timber  fit  for  the  cap  of  a  wharf? — A.  Well,  that  is 
the  cheapest  kind  of  timber. 

Q.  How  much  ? — A.  Well,  at  the  present  time  it  is  worth  about  $25. 

Q.  Supposing  you  go  up  to  14  inches  square,  and  the  same  length — 16  feet  long? — A.  It 
would  be  considered  by  Maine  prices  that  $25  to  $30  wonld  be  high. 

Q.  How  about  6-inch  timber  lined  ? — A.  That  would  be  16  feet  long.  I  am  retailing  it  out 
of  my  yard  for  $25,  and  that  is  $7  or  $8  higher  than  I  can  go  into  the  lumber-yard  and 
boy  it. 

Q.  Have  you  furnished  any  4-inch  pine  for  wharfing  ? — A.  I  have  not  recently. 

Q.  You  know  the  price  of  pine  plank  for  whaifing  7 — A.  Well,  they  douH  use  much  pine 
plauk  for  that. 

Q.  They  do  in  this  yard.— A.  With  us,  where  they  use  soft  plank  for  bridging,  they  use 
spruce;  have  not  sold  any  for  that  purpose  the  last  year.  But  I  saw  some  at  Province  town 
the  other  day  that  came  from  somewhere  in  New  Hampshire,  sold  and  delivered  in  Prov- 
incctown  for  $25. 

Q.  Now,  what  about  white-oak  plank  for  ship's  planking,  which  I  suppose  you  know  all 
about  ?    You  have  a  mill  on  purpose  to  saw  off  ship's  planking  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  furnish  planking  for  New  Bedford  whalers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  bring  it  to  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  furnish  a  good  quality  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  will  explain  a  difference.  Our 
plank  I  consider  a  better  quality  than  any  other  plank  you  can  get ;  but  it  is  not  so  long 
or  so  wide.  It  is,  however,  better  for  ship  use.  I  have  sold  it  here  in  this  yard,  and  it  ia 
actaally  better  than  western  or  southern  plank. 

Q.  Is  it  so  considered  7 — A.  The  way  we  give  out  our  contracts  it  is  pasture-oak — that 
we  are  selling  to-day  in  New  Bedford  for  in-buard  and  out-board  ;  first  quality  out-board  for 
$60  a  thousand,  delivered  at  New  Bedford  or  delivered  here,  and  that  la  above  the  market- 
price.    You  can  go  right  over  here  to-day  and  buy  it  for  about  $50. 

Q.  How  has  it  been  for  the  last  eighteen  mouths  ? — A.  For  the  last  two  years  we  have 
not  sold  at  over  $60. 

Q.  You  are  now  giving  us  the  prices  for  which  you  retail  it  from  your  mill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ; 
delivered  at  New  Bedford  or  Boston. 

Q.  What  could  you  have  bought  southern  plank  for  the  last  two  years? — A.  I  have  never 
dealt  in  that,  but  I  tell  you  they  can  sometimes  buy  mine  for  less.  When  we  have  oak  we 
saw  it,  and  take  it  and  stick  it  up.     We  keep  our  pine  in  d(»ck. 

Q.  Yon  deal  more  largely  in  ship-timber  and  ship-materials  of  this  class  than  any  other 
man  in  New  Bedford  ? — A.  les,  sir ;  twice  as  much. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Swift,  of  New  Bedford  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  in  the  lumber  business  ? — A.  Not  except  in  the  live-oak  business. 

Q'  Does  he  do  that  himself! — A.  He  carries  it  on. 

Q.  Does  he  cut  the  timber? — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  does  not  go  out  there  hardly  at  all.  He  and 
hw  brother  Adolphus  were  out  there. 

Q.  How  long  nave  they  been  selling  ship-timber  to  the  Government  ? — A.  You  have  asked 
nw  too  much.    For  forty  years  or  more ;  before  I  went  to  New  Bedford  to  live. 
.  Q-  They  are  called  the  live-oak  Swifts,  are  they  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.    The  father  of  them 
JJ  Jone,  and  one  or  two  of  the  brothers.    The  firm  now  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Swift 
Brothers. 

,  Q*H«ve  they  any  other  business  except  this  live-oak  business  ? — A.  William  C.  N.  Swift 

n  ifk"  engaged  in  whaling,  and  owns  a  large  amount  of  property. 

Q-  Do  you  know  anythiug  about  their  contracts  with  the  Government? — A.  I  do  not^ 
^?7  V  hearsay,  and  that  is  nothing.  They  are  reputed  to  make  a  great  deal  of  money  on 
tneir  live-oak  contracts.     It  is  so  considered. 

Q-  Are  they  square  men  ? — A.  I  furnish  Mr.  Swift  with  pretty  much  all  the  timber  he  has 
for  repairing  his  ships,  and  have  for  a  number  of  yfears.  He  is  very  square ;  but  they  are 
•harp,  shrewd  men,  though  very  fair  men. 
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Q.  They  dou't  sell  any  live-oak  timber  in  New  Bedford  ?-s-A.  Very  little.  Occasionally 
they  have  had  part  of  ar^argo  to  retail  out,  but  not  much.     ** 

Q.  What  are  pine  plank  for  in-board  worth? — A.  Well,  the  best  ouality  of  pine  in  the 
high  prices  is  worth  here — if  I  want  to  come  here  to  buy  it  they  would  ask  me  aoout  $^0— 
8  cents  per  foot  for  the  best.     For  one  plank  or  so,  they  might  ask  a  cent  more  a  foot. 

Q.  How  has  it  been  in  the  last  year? — A.  I  think  it  is  worth  about  860 — $50  or  $60,  ac- 
cording to  what  purpose  it  is  for. 

Q.  You  could  buy  it  at  wholesale  for  |4o? — A.  O,  yes  ;  they  buy  now  for  $'^  what  they 
used  to  pay  about  $40  for,  and  I  think  they  buy  for  $30  or  $40  what  they  used  to  pay  $55 
■or  $60  for,  certainly. 

Q.  Do  they  use  pine  plank  for  planking  the  whalinc^- vessels^ — A.  They  do  outside  amid- 
■sfaips.     What  they  call  the  hood-heads  forward  and  aft  are  generally  of  oak. 

Q.  Are  not  the  vessels  built  for  whaling  service  very  strong,  heavy  vessels  f — A.  They 
Are  considered  the  best  vessels  that  go  to  sea. 

Q.  Are  they  better  than  the  Government  vessels  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  they  are.  They 
used  to  be  fastened  with  copper,  but  now  they  are  fastened  with  galvanized  iron. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  what  it  is  worth  to  build  a  vessel  of,  say,  700  tons,  to  build  the  hull  and 
apars ;  what  is  it  worth  to  build  such  a  vessel  copper-sheathed  ? — A.  Copper -sheathed  is 
very  different  firom  copper- fastened. 

Q.  Suppose  you  put  in  galvanized  bolts  and  copper  sheathing? — A.  I  guess  where  thej- 
Qse  copper  sheathing  they  have  to  use  copper  fastening  or  composition  fastening. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  right  through  to  ouild  the  hull  and  spars  with  common  white  oak  f 
— A.  They  are  getting  ships  built  in  Maine  that  rate  in  the  French  Lloyds  for  six  years  as 
A  ]  for  $47  per  ton. 

Q.  Suppose  you  made  it  A  1  for  eleven  years  at  Lloyds;  t.  e.,hul],  spars,  and  iron-work 
complete,  out  not  sails? — A.  Do  you  mean  the  spars  in  place? 

Q.  No,  sir;  the  spars  would  be  alongside. — A.  I  am  interested  in  a  ship  that  is  over  here 
on  the  stocks,  that  the  Lyons  have  taken  possession  of,  and  we  think  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  get  more  than  $47  per  ton.  She  is  just  as  good  as  she  can  be,  fastened  with  galvanized 
iron.  The  inspector  told  me  the  other  day  that  she  was  just  as  good  a  ship  as  he  ever  in- 
spected in  his  life.  She  is  not  named,  but  is  over  there  on  the  stocks  in  Donald  McK&j's 
jard.  She  has  been  built  ready  to  launch  for  a  mouth.  Mr.  Samson  built  her  and  got  her 
along  a  certain  distance.  I  furnished  the  frame  for  her.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Gorham  got 
her  up,  and  Mr.  Samson  wa^  to  build  her.  She  would  cost,  free  of  all  these  things,  about 
$81,000 — J,450  tons,  carpenter's  measurement. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  beuding-machine  they  have  in  this  yard  ?  Have 
^ou  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  bending  timber  by  this  means  to  be  used 
in  ship-building  i — A.  My  idea  of  bending  timber  is  that  it  is  not  practicable  unless  you 
have  a  very  clear,  clean  kind  of  timber.  Supposing  you  have  had  a  lar^e  lot  in  the  center 
of  that  ship,  steaming  would  not  soften  it  so  but  what  it  would  break  m  bending.  They 
say  they  work  very  well,  but  I  never  yet  have  founi  that  thoy  would. 

Q.  Would  you  judge  that  it  must  weaken  the  timber  ?— A.  No.  If  they  can  confine  that 
knee  by  bending  it  thoroughly  and  backing  it  properly,  I  don't  know  but  it  would  make  a 
very  good  knee.     But  I  should  prefer  a  good  living  knee. 

Q.  Could  you  not  get  one  out  as  cheap  as  you  could  bend  that  ? — A.  No ;  I  guess  not.  I 
guess  you  could  get  them  out  cheaper  by  bending. 

Q.  Do  you  take  into  account  the  cost  of  the  bending-machine  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  If  you  had  as  much  ship-building  as  you  could  do  all  the  time  would  you  think  it 
could  be  as  cheap  to  expend  $160,000  h)r  a  oending-machine  lor  bending  timber  as  to  hire 
hands?— A.  I  should  hire  hands,  decidedly. 

Q.  Don't  you  understand  that  the  fibers  are  drawn  up  by  bending  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  that  destroy  its  value? — A.  It  may  in  a  measure,  I  suppose.  But  when  you 
draw  it  up,  when  it  is  once  cool  it  forms  a  little  in  the  backing.  The  strength  would  depend 
very  much  upon  the  fitting.  If  that  knee  was  properly  fitted  in  its  place  alter  being  fast- 
-ened,  it  would  hold  the  strength  of  that  timber  there. 

Q.  Would  it  be  as  likely  to  last  as  long  as  though  it  was  in  its  perfect  shape  ? — A.  In 
some  instances  it  might,  and  in  others  it  might  not. 

Q.  Would  not  the  displacement  of  the  grains  of  that  wood  be  more  apt  to  make  it  de- 
<iay  ? — A.  It  may  make  it  loose  so  that  it  will  absorb.  I  can  describe  it  to  you  a  little  in 
-another  form.  We  have  on  our  whale-ships  bent  davits  that  hang  on  the  side  of  the  ship  to 
put  boats  on.  Now,  where  they  have  heavy  ones  and  put  them  on  good  they  saw  them  into 
three  pieces  before  they  bend  them.  That  prevents  the  fibers  from  pulling.apart,  audit  will 
not  cramp  inside.  This  being  sawed  in  here  gives  it  a  chance  to  work.  It  you  bend  it  as 
j^ou  bend  your  knee  you  have  got  the  displacement  as  in  the  other.  You  have  got  to  get 
shrinkage  on  that  side  even  if  you  bend  it. 
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Boston,  Idarch  25,  1876. 

William  W.  Woodhull  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  What  is  your  office  ? — Answer.  Paymaster  United  States  Navy. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  duty  of  paymaster  do  yon  perform  ? — A.  Pay  the  mechanics  em- 
ployed in  the  navy-yard,  and  also  officers  employed  in  the  yard,  officers  on  leave  and  await- 
iDf  orders,  and  officers  on  the  retired  list  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 

Q.  Is  it  your  duty  by  virtue  of  your  office  to  pay  any  contractors  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  you  have  any  of  the  preparation  of  the  eight  sloops-of-war  placed  in 
your  bands  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  When  was  that  done  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  remember  exactly  now,  sir ;  but  it  was  soon 
after  I  caine  here.    I  came  here  in  December,  1873. 

Q.  What  amount  was  placed  in  your  hands  ? — A.  Really  I  could  not  say  without  refer- 
ring to  my  books.     I  think  it  was  about  $125,000  or  $130,000. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  that  money  ? — A.  It  was  paid  to  mechanics  in  the  construction 
department.    It^was  paid  out  to  mechanics  here  in  the  yard. 

Q.  The  whole  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  laborers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  know  who  the  parties  are  or  for  what  purpose 
money  is  paid.  I  am  instructed  to  draw  every  mouth  for  different  departments  and  pay- 
rolls. 

Q.  Was  any  of  that  money  expended  in  the  preparation  for  buildin^^  the  eight  sloops  of 
war  ?— A.  I  could  not  say,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  of  it  on  checks  to  Donald  McKay  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  the  only  man  who  built  those  sloops  of  war  voted  by  Congress  ? — A.  I  think  so. 
I  baT^  no  means  of  knowing  to  what  the  money  is  applied.  I  paid  it  to  Government  em- 
ployes.   I  did  not  pay  any  of  it  to  contractors. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  misappropriation  of  public  funds  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  misappropriation  of  public  property  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  navy-yard  the  correction  of  which  you  could 
suggest  to  the  committee? — A.  No,  sir.  I  know  very  little  about  what  is  going  on  here. 
My  duties  are  entirely  in  the  office,  and  I  have  no  connection  with  matters  outside. 

Q.  Now,  be  kind  enough  to  make  out  the  figures  for  us — statements  of  the  amount  of 
money  you  have  got  from  the  Government,  and  when  you  got  it ;  all  the  money  you  have 
gotten  of  the  appropriation  (or  the  eight  sloops  of  war.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  man  that 
is  on  your  pay-roll  that  you  pay  twice  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  pay  it  ont  to  the  heads  of  departments  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  to  the  individuals  tl)em- 
selve^.    The  pay-rolls  are  made  out  by  the  heads  of  different  departments  and  sent  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  that  draws  money  that  does  not  perform  any  duty  f — A. 
No,  sir ;  there  are  a  good  many  men  employed  in  the  yard  that  do  not  perform  much  duty. 

Q.  Is  there  any  that  you  know  of  who  do  not  perform  any  duty  and  yet  draw  pay  f — A. 
No,  sir. 

The  following  was  subsequently  received  from  the  witness,  and  ordered  to  be  made  part 
of  his  testimony : 

Paymaster's  Office,  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

March  25,  1876. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  received  and  disbursed  by  me  at  this  station  from  appropriation 
**  eight  steam-vessels  of  war :" 

December,  1873 $125,000  00 

April,  1874 5,000  00 

May,  1874 6,500  00 

J^ne,  ls74 1,039  26 

Total 137.539  26 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  WOODHULL, 


Hon.  R.  Q.  Mills,  M.  C, 

Chairman  Sub-NavcU  Committet^  Boston, 


Paymaster^  Unitnd  States  Xavy, 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
Philip  E.  Cassidy  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  abuses  in  the  navy-yard  ?— Answer.  I  do, 
Bir.  «. 
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Q.  State  them  to  the  committee. — A.  Well,  when  I  first  received  my  appointment  in  tb 
yard,  I  found  that  I  could  not  have  charge  of  the  material  that  came  under  me ;  that  partii 
were  expending  it  without  my  knowledge,  and  when  I  sought  to  make  inquiries  I  was  give 
to  understand  that  it  was  none  of  my  business. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  to  understand  that  ? — A.  Well,  the  civil  engineer. 

Q.  What  was  his  name? — A.  Mr.  Hastings.     I  attempted  to  discharge  the  men  who  caiE 


under  me,  who  came  under  my  rule,  especially  the  man  who  had  charge  of  the  lumber,  ai 
he  was  transferred  from  my  rule  to  the  foreman  of  laborer^s  rule,  and  still  continued  in  t^i 


same  place,  and  then  he  was  eventually  discharged,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Coleman, 
laborer,  was  put  in  his  place.     The  first  mau^s  name  was  Henry  Cotton. 

Q.  Are  you  on  duty  in  the  yard  now  f — A.  I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  continued  ever  since? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  in  the  civil  engineer*8  department? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  about  Mr. Cotton? — A.  He  was  rated  as  a  wharf-builder  in  charge  of  time 
lumber,  and  he  had  the  recei\ing  of  stock,  &c.,  and  I  never  was  allowed  to  have  any  sa.^ 
about  the  quality  or  anything  of  that  kind,  and  I  reported  him. 

Q.  He  had  charge  of  the  timber  himself  t — A.  Yes,  sir. ' 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  your  duty  ? — A.  I  am  foreman  of  joiners. 

Q.  Who  has  the  proper  custody  of  the  lumber  ? — A.  I  always  thought  I  ought  to  have  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  had  it  at  that  time  f — A.  This  Mr.  Cotton  had  it  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  was  his  duty  ? — A.  His  duty  was  in  charge  of  the  lumber-sheds,  but  I  thought  I 
should  have  something  to  say. 

Q.  No  matter  about  that ;  I  want  to  find  what  your  exact  relation  to  the  business  was. 
Was  Mr.  Cotton  under  you  or  over  you  ? — A.  He  was  under  me,  as  a  wharf-builder. 

Q.  You  were  a  wharf-builder  ? — A.  I  am  a  joiner,  and  have  charge  of  all  the  wood-work 
in  the  department. 

Q.  You  are  foreman  of  joiners? — A.  Foreman  of  joiners,  sir. 

Q.  As  foreman  of  joiners,  was  it  your  duty  to  receive,  inspect,  and  deliver  lumber?— A. 
Well,  I  required  lumber  for  certain  purposes,  and  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  your  assigned  duty  or  not  ? — A.  It  is  now. 

Q.  Was  it  then  ? — A.  My  superior  would  not  sustain  me  in  it. 

Q.  Your  superior  did  not  assign  that  duty  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  claimed  that  you  were  entitled'  to  have  charge  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  not  sustained  in  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  But  he  assigned  it  to  one  of  your  subordinates  ? — A.  He  assigned  it  to  a  journeyman 
under  me. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Now,  you  can  state  anything  you  know  about  any  frauds  or  wrongs  in  the  yard. — A. 
I  succeeded  in  discharging  that  man.i  I  did  not  have  any  confidence  in  him,  and  I  was 
required  to  sign  receipts  for  lumber  received,  expended,  &c.  Then  there  was  another  man 
assigned  to  it,  transferred  from  my  gang.  I  found  that  lumber  was  sent  up  to  the  mill  and 
manufactured  there,  and  I  went  to  the  mill-man  and  inquired  by  whose  order.  He  said  by 
Mr.  Coleman's  order ;  he  sent  it  up  from  the  lumber-sheds ;  and  I  went  to  see  him  about  it. 
I  told  the  man  at  the  mill  not  to  manufacture  any  without  orders  from  me.  He  was  a  jour* 
neyman  under  me.  Then  I  saw  Mr.  Coleman,  and  wanted  to  know  by  whose  order  he  sent 
the  lumber  up  there,  and  he  said  by  order  of  the  store^  clerk. 

Q.  What  was  the  store-clerk's  name? — A.  William  H.  Herbert  was  the  store-clerk  then; 
he  is  not  on  the  yard  now.    I  caught  him  afterward  in  a  copper  scrape. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  State  what  the  "copper  scrape"  was  you  caught  him  in, — A.  There  were  two  of  us 
appointed  together,  Mr.  Whitney  and  I.  The  store-clerks  and  their  subordinates  used  to  give 
us  considerable  trouble  about  signing  vouchers,  &c.,  for  material  we  were  positive  was 
never  required  or  expended  and  we  refused  to  sign,  and  there  was  a  ring  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Don't  talk  mystery;  tell  us  exactly  what  took  place. — A.  I  will,  as  well  as  I  can. 
They  threatened  to  have  me  removed. 

Q.   Who? — A.  A  man  named  George  Gershom  ;  he  was  the  spokesman. 

Q.  What  was  he  ? — A.  He  was  a  gas-fitter  in  the  machinists'  gang,  assigned  to  the  store- 
house as  assistant  clerk. 

Q.  Who  else  were  in  that  "ring?" — A.  Well,  there  was  the  foreman  of  sail-makers, in 
nother  department. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  ? — A.  Bibrono  ;  he  is  dead  now  ;  and  this  Coleman  and  Herbert; 
that  is  all. 
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Q.  Now,  what  did  they  say  to  you  ? — A.  Well,  they  presented  vouchers  to  me  to  sign  for 
mM«riftl  that  I  had  never  required  or  expended,  and  I  refused  to  do  so.  Then  I  heard  that 
they  were  g^oing  to  have  me  removed,  with  other  parties. 

Q.  Who  told  you  ? — A.  Well,  it  was  generally  understood  that  a  party  had  gone  on  to 
WashiDgton  from  this  city. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — A.  I  only  know  what  they  say  themselves. 

Q.  Well,  who  say  ? — A.  I  heard  this  Gershom  say  at  one  time  that  within  24  hours  I  was 
goiog  to  be  removed. 

Q.  For  what  ? — A.  Well,  they  wouldn't  say  for  what. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  for  what  ? — A.  I  am  positive  in  my  own  mind  it  was  because  I  wouldn't 

Ip  them  out  in  signing  for  this  material. 

Q.  Was  it  your  duty  to  sign  for  material  f — A.  It  was  uiy  duty  to  sign  for  material  that 
I  bid  drawn  and  expended. 

Q.  What  ma'teriat  did  they  ask  you  to  sign  for  which  you  refused  to  sign  for  ? — A.  They 
asked  me  to  sign  for  lumber. 

Q.  How  much  in  quantity  ? — ^A.  Well,  many  times ;  I  can't  say  how  much. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  such  lumber  was  used  f — A.  I  know  there  was  lumber 
used,  and  I  signed  for  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  the  lumber  which  you  refused  to  sign  for  ? — A.  I 
traced  part  of  it  to  the  store- house,  sir. 

Q.  hot  from  the  store- house? — A.  No;  to  the  store*house  from  my  mill.  It  was  worked 
io  the  mill,  and  sent  back  to  the  store-house. 

Q.  It  TV  as  oHginally  in  the  timber-sheds,  and  was  taken  from  them  and  went  to  the  mill, 
and  was  brought  back  to  the  store-house  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  traced  it  thus  far. 

Q.  Would  that  be  right  or  wrong  ?.— A.   Wrong. 

Q.  Why  wrong,  if  it  is  ouly  taken  from  the  shed,  worked,  and  put  back  into  the  store- 
house? They  wanted  you  to  make  the  certificate  that  it  had  been  used,  did  they  ?— A.  That 
I  bad  expended  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  object  of  that  ? — A.  Well,  I  detected  them  in  taking  out  metal  and 
biidware  afterward.     I  was  the  means  of  catching  some  of  the  parties. 

Q.  Confine  yourself  to  the  lumber ;  I  will  come  to  the  metal  afterward.  Do  you  know 
the  object  of  that  change  ^ — A.  I  am  positive  the  object  was  to  take  it  out  of  the  yard  ;  to 
deliver  from  the  store-house  on  somebody's  pass. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  that  there  was  a  shortage  anywhere,  and  that  they  were  trying  to  cover 
that  Dp  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  there  was  a  deficiency. 

Q.  Did  you  know  there  was  a  deficiency  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Hastings? — A.  I  heard 

90. 

Q.  You  had  the  impression  that  he  was  delivering  lumber  from  the  store-sheds  without 
amhority?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  absolute  proof  of  that  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  traced  it  to  the  store- 
boose  and  never  saw  it  afterward.  . 

Q.  Did  you  trace  that  particular  lot  of  lumber  to  the  store-house? — A.  /heard  it  was 
8«at  to  the  store-house. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  store-house  and  see  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  been  to  the  store-house 
and  seen  what  I  could  see :  but  I  could  not  get  into  the  departments. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  that  same  lumber  was  afterward  improperly  delivered  to  anybody? — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  you  to  mind  your  own  business? — A.  Mr.  Hastings. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hastings  your  superior  officer? — A.  Yes,  sir;  ho  was  my  superior  officer.  I 
went  to  bim  with  these  vouchers  that  had  been  sent  to  me,  and  told  him  I  wouldn't  sig^ 
them,  &c. ;  and  when  I  wouldn't  sign  them,  they  were  taken  from  me. 

Q-  By  whom  were  they  signed  ? — A.  That  is  a  question  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Then  they  asked  you  to  sign  for  lumber  said  to  have  been  used  in  your  department, 
which  you  knew  had  not  been  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  not  give  the  committee  some  idea  of  the  quantity  or  the  number  of  times  that 
that  thing  was  done  ? — A.  Well,  when  I  had  refused  three  or  four  times,  I  was  not  troubled 
"With  the  lumber  after  that.  I  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  receiving  it,  or  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  Didn't  you  have  charge  of  the  lumber  in  your  own  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  kept 
the  run  of  it,  and  I  signed  for  what  I  received. 

Q-  Now,  can  you  give  the  committee  to  understand  how  much  you  were  asked  to  sign  for 
which  you  know  was  not  used  in  your  department  f — A.  I  cannot. 

Q-  Can  you  give  any  idea  of  the  amount  ?— A.  I  have  been  asked  to  sign  for  from  1,000 
to  'AOOd  feet  at  a  time. 

Q-  How  many  times  ? — A.  Well,  three  or  four  times. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  for  all  that  was  actually  used  in  your  department? — A.  YeS;  sir.  By  the 
*^*y»the  detective  at  the  gate  was  in  that  ring. 

Q.  Who  was  he?— A.  His  name  was  Adliugton. 
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By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Where  i»  he  now  ? — A.  He  was  turued  out  of  the  yard  onacconnt  of  the  copper  scrap 
that  we  caupfbt  him  in  afterward. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  You  say  he  be]ong>ed  to  the  ringf.  Do  you  know  of  his  doine  anything  in  regard  t 
lumber  which  was  improper  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  lum 
ber,  only  he  h>id  charjje  of  the  ^ate,  and  atiythiug  he  saw  fit  to  pass  wa«  all  right. 

Q.  W  ould  he  pass  anything  for  which  there  was  no  ticket  f — A.  He  did  afterward  ;  it  wa 
proved. 

Q.  But  with  regard  to  lumber,  you  do  not  know  t — A.  No ;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  tell  all  you  know  about  that  copper  scrape,  in  your  own  way  ? — A. 
knew  they  were  after  me,  and  I  made  up  my  mind 

Q.  Don't  talk  in  that  way  ;  tell  us  what  you  know.  You  say  you  knew  **  they  wen 
after  you  ;"  who  were  after  you?--A.  This  ring. 

Q.  Who  were  the  ring  f — A.  Mr.  Adliugton,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Gershom,  Mr.  Coleman, 
and  the  civil  engineer,  Hastings. 

Q.  That  was  how  long  ago  f— A.  That  was  in  1672  and  J  873. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 
Q.  Was  his  clerk  in  it  ? — A.  I  think  he  was  interested. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  know  perfectly  well  we  cannot  take  your  suspicions.  We  want  to  get  at  some 
facts  upon  which  you  base  that  idea  of  yours.  Can  you  tell  why  you  formed  that  opinion; 
what  acts  they  did? — A.  Well,  1  know  that  this  clerk  went  with  Sir.  Hastings  to  see  Alex- 
ander H.  Kice,  the  present  governor  of  this  State,  (he  knew  he  was  a  triend  of  mine,)  to  see 
if  he  couldn't  have  me  removed. 

Q.  Did  you  have  that  from  Mr.  Ricp  ? — A.  I  have  not  got  it  direct,  but  my  fnends  have. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  mean  by  saying  they  were  '*  after"  youf — A.  Yes,  sir.     Then,  in 

relation  to  the  copper,  I  missed  packing-lumber  going  from  my  shop,  and  I  traced  it  to  the 

store-house  ;  and  they  had  a  laborer  in  the  store-house,  and  I  interviewed  the  laborer,  and  he 

gave  me  the  intimation  that  they  were  stealing  this  material  right  along  out  of  the  store-house. 

Q.  Who  was  that  laborer  1f — A.  He  is  John  Donovan. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  He  is  at  present  in  the  store-house,  and  he  agreed  to  let  me 
know  when  they  would  take  load  out.  I  told  him  if  he  did  that  I  would  trip  them  up ;  but 
it  seems  he  let  them  slip,  and  it  failed  ;  and  I  went  to  him  again,  and  I  says,  **  It  is  your  duty, 
as  an  honest  man,  to  let  me  me  know ;"  and  he  said  he  would.  So  on  the  evening  of  De- 
cember 10, 1873,  he  came  to  my  house  and  told  me,  (I  had  heard  the  hammering  and  packing 
going  on  myself  inside  the  iron  door, )  he  came  and  told  me  that  they  were  all  ready  to  send 
out  a  load,  and  that  they  would  send  it  out  in  the  morning.  This  was  between  9  and  10 
o'clock,  I  judge.  I  told  him  I  would  attend  to  it.  I  immediately  went  up  to  the  boss 
machinist's  house,  (Mr.  Whitney,)  and  told  him  that  we  would  bag  this  gang  of  thieves,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  if  he  would  lend  a  hand.  He  said  he  was  in  for  it.  And  then  I 
went  to  a  brother-in-law  of  mine,  who  fires  up  for  this  building,  and  I  let  him  into  it.  I 
knew  they  were  pretty  smart  and  pretty  hard  to  catch,  and  he  said  he  would  take  hold.  I 
requested  Mr.  Wnitney  to  stay  here  and  see  who  received  the  pass  at  the  main  gate.  I  took 
my  station  at  the  store-house  to  see  it  delivered,  and  stationed  the  fireman  (Mr.  Durkin)  in  a 
mill  out  on  Water  street,  gave  him  a  description  of  the  driver,  and  told  him  to  follow  that 
team  and  report  immediately  back  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  Mr.  Whitney  was  to  report  to  me, 
and  I  was  to  see  the  commodore.  So  it  was  delivered  according  to  the  programme  in  the 
morning  at  bell-ring. 

Q.  By  whom  ?— A.  It  was  delivered  from  the  loft,  through  the  hatch,  to  a  teamster — Mr. 
Noble.  Mr.  Whitney  saw  this  Mr.  Adlingtou  at  the  gate  take  the  pass,  and  the  fireman  fol- 
lowed the  team  over  to  Hawkins  street  to  a  brass  store,  and  immediately  reported  to  Mr. 
Whitney.  Mr.  Whitney  let  me  know,  and  I  went  and  notified  the  commodore,  and  the  com- 
modore sent  the  captain  of  the  watch,  with  Mr.  Whitney  and  I,  and  within  half  an  hour  of 
that  time  we  had  possession  of  a  box  of  copper  and  two  boxes  of  pig-tin  ;  but  the  boxes  that 
the  pig-tin  was  in  were  broken  up,  and  the  pig-tin  piled  against  the  furnace.  We  took  pos- 
session in  the  name  of  the  Government. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  that  material  in  value  7 — A.  A  thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts, 
I  guess.     Then  Mr.  Gershom  jumped. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — A.  He  cleared  out. 

Q.  He  ran  ? — A.  He  ran,  and  he  bad  to  shoulder  the  load,  and  that  was  all  there  was  about  it 

Q.  Was  he  caught  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  anybody  convicted  ? — A.  No,  sir.  The  district  attorney  gave  us  to  understand 
that  they  would  find  the  Scotch  verdict. 

Q.  Not  proven?— A.  Not  proven. 

Q.  Was  the  case  brought  before  the  courts  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  parties  were  attempted  to  be  indicted  ? — A.  The  gate-keeper,  the  teamster,  and 
the  man  who  received  the  material. 
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Q.  The  man  here  in  Boston  was  charged  with  receiving  stolen  goods,  and  the  other  two 
mea  with  stealing  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  the  district  attorney  said  they  would  give  the 
Sctoch  verdict  ? — A.  Well,  that  is  what  he  said. 

Q.  Who  was  he,  Mr.  May  or  Mr.  Cheney? — A.  No;  it  was  the  United  States  commis- 
siooer,  Mr.  Hallett. 

Q.  Wm  Mr.  Sawyer  then  United  Stales  district  attorney  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you — that  there  was  not  proof  enough? — A.  That  there  wasn't  proof 
eooogh.    We  got  the  material,  at  any  rate,  that  they  bagged  here ;  we  found  that. 

Q.  This  man  Gershom  ran  away  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hag  he  ever  been  captored  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  party  who  delivered  the  goods  prosecuted  1 — A.  No,  Rir.  A  man  by  the  name 
of  Frishj  delivered  the  goods,  by  order  of  Mr.  Gershom.    They  had  him  up  as  an  accomplice. 

Q.  Were  all  those  persons  removed  from  the  yard  ? — A.  The  commodore  removed  the 
store-keeper,  Herbert,  and  Gershom  ran  and  never  has  come  back,  and  Adhngton  was  re- 
irored  by  order  of  the  Government,  I  believe. 

Q.  Is  there  anybody  who  was  engaged  in  that  conspiracy  or  fraad  now  at  work  upon  the 
yard  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  could  say  was  engaged  in  it. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know,  did  the  officers  in  the  yard  do  their  duty  in  attempting  to  convict 
those  people! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  the  tnitb  is,  you  discovered  a  gang  of  thieves,  who  were  employes  in  the  yard, 
and  you  broke  them  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.*  Had  the  civil  engineer,  who  is  now  dead,  Mr.  Hastings,  anything  to  do  with  it  ? — A. 
Well,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ? — A.  I  don't  like  to  talk  about  dead  men. 

Q.  We  want  to  know  about  dead  men  as  well  as  those  who  are  alive. — A.  He  came  to 
me  and  took  on  very  hard. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  t — A.  He  wanted  to  know  if  I  wanted  to  put  him  in  Dedham  jail. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  him? — A.  I  told  hitn  1  didn't  want  to  put  any  honest  man  in  Ded< 
ham  jail. 

Q.  Did  you  doubt  his  integrity  then?— Yes,  sir;  I  always  doubted  it, 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  he  allowed  lumber  and  material  to  go  out  of  the  yard  improp- 
erly ?-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  attribute  that  great  deficiency  in  lumber,  found  in  the  engineer's  department, 
to  his  administration  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  anything  of  that  kind  going  on  in  any  department  since  the  present 
man  came  in? — A.  I  don't  think  there  has. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  anvthing  indicating  that  Mr.  Granger  has  allowed  lumber  to  go  im- 
properly out  of  the  yar4? — A.  No, sir;  1  don't  think  anything  has  been  stolen  and  passed 
out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  You  say  you  knew  for  a  long  time  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  lumber  in  the  en- 
gineer's department  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  it  before  Mr.  Granger  came  in  ? — A.  I  knew  it  within  two 
months  after  I  came  in  myself  as  foreman. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  here  before  Mr.  Granger  came  7 — A.  I  have  been  here  since  June 
11,1872.         ^  ^  ^ 

By  Mr.  MILLS : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this  dredge-boat? — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q-  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  the  amount  of  material  that  was  used  on  that  dredge? — 
A  I  know  what  I  used. 

Q-  How  much  did  you  use,  in  value  ? — A.  I  could  give  it  to  you  exact ;  between  three  and 
four  hundred  dollars,  perhaps. 

Q.  Were  you  not  a  witness  before  the  examining  board  7 — A.  I  was. 

Q'  That  material  belonged  to  the  Gk>vemment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  By  whose  order  did  you  use  that  material  7 — A.  By  order  of  the  engineer. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ?— A.  Brownell  Granger.  ' 

Q*  The  same  man  who  is  here  now  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Did  you  malce  a  report  of  the  material  used  on  that  beat  to  Mr.  Brownell  Granger? — 
^'  No,  sir. 

Q«  Did  you  make  a  report  to  any  one  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  It  would  have  to  be  charged  on  the  books,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  keep  it  on 
my  books. 

Q.  Don't  you  make  a  return  to  your  superior? — A.  I  do,  if  he  calls  for  it.  I  am  always 
^y  to  make  reports. 

Q'  Yon  were  asked  if  you  made  a  report  of  the  labor  and  material  expended  in  your  de- 
partment, and  you  said  **  yes."  Are  your  records  of  the  labor  and  material  expended  in  your 
ttfptrtment  contained  in  the  book  you  have  with  you,  the  same  as  those  you  returned  to  the 
civil  engineer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 15 
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Q.  So,  you  must  have  made  returns  to  him  ? — A.  We  have  returned  our  books  since  ^he 
trouble. 

Q.  Were  the  returns  that  you  made  to  the  civil  engineer  the  same  as  you  have  on  jrour 
booRsf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  not  the  names  of  the  mechanics  employed  mentioned  on  one  and  not  on  -fthe 
other  ? — A.  I  have  the  names  of  the  men  and  everything  in  my  book.  I  make  two  reporfciS — 
one  in  the  morning^  and  one  in  the  evening,  and  do  not  give  the  men*s  names. 

Q.  When  did  yon  commence  work  on  ttie  dredge  f — A.  I  cx)mmenced  about  the  20th  ot*  a 
little  after,  of  June,  1875.  I  know  t  e  machinist  commenced  first  on  the  machinery,  and  iti 
a  few  days  after  I  commenced. 

Q.  Where  was  the  material  used  in  repairing  the  dredger  drawn  from  ? — A.  Drawn  from 
the  ship-timber  sheds  and  the  store,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  it  the  property  of  the  Government  ?  —A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  portion  of  the  labor  expended  on  that  dredge  the  labor  of  the  Oovernment  of 
the  United  States  ?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  How  much  of  it? — A.  Not  much,  in  my  judgment ;  I  hired  in  a  gang  of  men. 

Q.  Were  the  figures  you  gave  to  the  board  that  investigated  that  matter  correct?— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  would  swear  to  them. 

Q.  Do  you  recognize  these  as  being  your  figures  :  "  FiAy  days'  labor,  $163.52 ;  material, 
$171.411"— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  correct  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  correct. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  order  to  expend  that  material  in  repairing  the  dredge? 
— A.  The  civil  engineer. 

Q.  And  from  whom  did  you  receive  the  order  to  employ  the  labor  of  the  Government  on 
it  7 — A.  From  the  civil  engineer,  sir. 

By  Mr.  H.\RRIS : 

Q.  Did  you  hire  on  men  for  anybody  else  f — A.  I  hired  on  carpenters  and  calkers  for  the 
contractors. 

Q.  Who  paid  them  ?— A.  The  contractors,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  contractors  ? — A.  A  man  named  Isaac  Lewis. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Lewis  paid  Mr.  Granger  anything  ? — A.  No, sir,  I  don't; 
yes,  he  paid  Mr.  Granger,  and  Mr.  Granger  paid  me  the  money  for  the  outside  men. 

Q.  I  mean  outside  of  the  yard;  do  you  know  whether  he  paid  him  anything  for  his  as- 
sistance in  having  work  done  here  f —A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  Know  anything  about  that  ? — A.  No,  ^ir ;  I  don't  know  anything  abont 
that. 

Q.  Who  ordered  you  to  take  on  additional  men  to  do^that  work  7 — A.  Mr.  Granger. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  Mr.  Lewis  would  settle  for  it?— A.  That  he  would  be  responsible; 
that  Mr.  Lewis  would  pay  for  it.     He  told  me  that  he  would  be  responsible  for  it. 

Q.  Those  men  were  settled  with  by  Mr.  Lewis  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  never  on  the 
yard-rolls  at  all. 

Q.  How  long  after  you  got  the  order  to  fit  up  the  dredge  was  it  before  you  took  on  those 
laboring-men  ? — ^A.  I  got  orders  to  get  ready  a  few  days,  perhaps  a  week,  ahead — perhaps 
the  17tb  or  18th  of  June,  and  got  ready,  and  then  I  immediately  hired  on  the  men. 

Q.  Did  you  do  any  work  on  that  dredge  after  it  was  launched  that  was  paid  for  by  the 
Government  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  do  any  work  on  her  after  she  was  in  the  stream  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  material  on  board  of  the  dredge  after  she  was  afloat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?— A.  Well,  I  sent  cleats,  and  a  stick  for  a  spoon-handle,  or  shovel- 
handle,  and  a  number  of  little  things.  ^ 

Q.  Was  any  material  sent  from  the  store-house  while  she  was  out  in  the  stream  t — A.  I 
don't  remember  that  there  was,  in  my  line. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  work  done  by  Government  in  your  department  on  her? 
— A.  Well,  we  found  the  dredge  hauled  up  on  pile-capping ;  piles  drove  to  receive  ship's 
ways.  She  was  hauled  upon  them,  and  she  was  snagged  by  the  flood-tide.  It  lifted  her 
enough  to  let  a  pile  head  under  her,  a  cut-off  pile,  so  that  her  bottom  was  badly  damaged ; 
chawed  up.  I  jacked  her  up  with  hydraulics,  and  shoved  under  her  a  couple  of  her  own 
spuds;  made  launching-ways  of  the  spuds,  and  hauled  her  up  out  of  the  mud,  and  then 
jacked  her  up,  and  blocked  her  up,  and  repaired  her  bottom,  put  in  new  bulkheads, 
caulked  her,  repaired  her  decks,  put  iu  a  state-room,  and  gave  her  a  general  overhauling. 

Q.  In  what  condition  was  that  vessel  when  you  commenced  repairing  her ;  was  she 
sunk  in  the  water,  or  up  on  blocks  1 — A.  She  was  up  on  the  capping  of  the  way-piles. 

Q.  Was  that  boat  injured  in  any  way  while  Mr.  Lewis  had  it ;  did  it  come  back  to  you 
for  repairs  at  any  time  during  the  time  he  bad  it  ? — A.  No ;  she  never  cAme  back  for  re- 
pairs until  she  came  back  for  good. 

Q.  Never  came  back  after  she  went  away  until  she  came  back  to  stay  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  have  her  ? — A.  I  think  he  had  her  all  of  three  months  ;  I  could  not 
c^wear  to  the  exact  time.     I  did  not  keep  account.     I  was  not  interested  in  it. 

Q.  During  the  time  he  had  lier,  he  did  not  send  her  in  for  repairs,  that  you  remember  of? 
—  A.  No  :  sLe  was  never  towed  back. 


BOSTON   NAVY-YARD.  227 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  whether  in  your  report  you  made  to  the  civil  engineer,  jou  gave 
the  names  of  some  of  the  Government  hands  that  were  at  work  on  that  boat,  that  were 
omitted  from  the  report  of  the  civil  engineer  to  the  next  officer  above  him  7 — A.  I  never 
gsre  the  names  from  the  reports ;  I  gave  the  number  of  men,  so  many  men  on  the  dredger, 
BO  many  men  on  buildings. 

Q.  Do  Ton  know  anything  about  any  Russia  hemp  that  has  been  improperly  used  in  the 
yard?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  anything  about  any  coal-dust  that  has  been  improperly  used  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Br  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Yoa  say  the  whole  amount  of  labor  and  materials  expended  by  you  on  the  dredger  is 
correctly  stated  in  your  former  report  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  amount  was  all  expended  by  you  upon  the  dredger  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Granger  ?^ A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  correct  account  "of  it  was  kept  by  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  A  report  made  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  first  began  work  on  that  vessel,  she  was  so  far  injured  that  the  tide  came 
into  her?— A.  Yes  ;  the  tide  ran  right  into  her. 

Q.  Yoa  made  her  bottom  tight  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  nearly  re  planked  it. 

Q.  You  built  a  state-room  for  the  officers,  and  a  room  forward  for  the  crew  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  snch  apartments  in  the  boat  before.? — A.  There  was  a  work -shop  in  the 
boat  before.  It  was  all  ripped  out.   There  was  nothing  in  it  when  I  took  hold  of  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  work  was  done  upon  that  vessel  by  other  departments  7 — A. 
0,  yes ;  we  all  worked  together. 

Q.  What  other  departments  in  the  navy-yard  furnished  labor  or  materials  to  repair  that 
boat?— A.  Whenever  I  require  laborers,  I  go  to  the  engineer  and  tell  him.  I  do  not 
hire  laborers  myself.  I  went  and  get  laborers  from  the  foreman  of  the  laborers  in  the  yard 
by  order  of  the  engineer.    My  men  helped  the  machinist  in  handling  his  work  and  so  on. 

Q.  Did  the  machinist  furnish  material  and  labor,  and  did  the  steam-engineer  furnish  any 
Isbor  and  material  f — A.  I  gaess  nothing  outside  of  our  own  department.  We  all  worked 
together. 

Q.  Does  your  account  give  the  whole  business? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  steam-eug^neering  department  did  something  on  that  boat,  did  it  f — A.  The 
machinist  in  our  department,  not  the  steam-engineering  department. 

Q.  He  did  something  there  which  he  ought  to  have  an  account  of  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  foreman  furnished  labor  and  material  ? — A.  I  saw  the  painters  at  work  on 
boaid  there. 

Q-  Who  else  ? — A.  The  machinist  had  charge  of  the  laborers*  time.  I  did  not  keep  their 
time ;  never  did  keep  their  time. 

Q-  YoQ  kept  the  time  of  the  men  from  your  department  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  keep  the  time  of  the  men  in  his  department  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  He  is 
nipposed  to  look  after  his  'own  men,  and  take  their  time. 

Q.  To  whom  did  yon  go  for  laborers  f — A.  I  went  to  Captain  Hutchins. 

Q.  And  be  gave  yon  labor  of  which  you  have  no  account  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  his  laborers 
»t  work  with  me  on  the  wharf. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  an  account  of  the  labor  which  he  furnished  for  that  boat  7 
—A.  I  don't  think  he  has. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  committee  any  idea  of  how  much  labor  was  employed  from  that  de- 
pvtment  T— A.  I  think  I  had  three  men  myself,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  Mr.  Whitney  had 
two  or  three.   I  guess  there  was  five  or  six  all  told. 

Q<  Mr.  Whitney  is  what  f — A.  Machinist. 

Q.  Yoa  say  there  were  men  employed  there  from  the  laborers'  department  f — A.  From  the 
laborers'  and  masons'  department.  I  know  I  had  one  or  two  men  that  belong  to  the  masons' 
^partmeot  that  were  with  our  gang,  and  I  used  them  in  my  shop. 

Q*  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  whole  amount  of  labor  and  material  put  on  that  by  the 
GoTemment  was  7 — A.  We  made  an  estimate  and  I  think  we  estimated  it  would  cost  about 
1^,000  to  put  her  in  order. 

Q*  Was  all  the  work  done  by  you  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  hired  in  calkers  and  carpenters. 

Q<  How  much  did  the  calkers'  and  carpenters'  work  amount  to  that  Lewis  paid  for? — 
A  I  paid  out  over  $500. 

Q-  Which  you  understood  came  from  Mr.  Lewis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  Was  the  rest  done  by  the  Government  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Bo  that  you  judge  there  must  have  been  some  $1  200  or  $1,500  expended  by  the  Gov- 

«niment  on  that  boat  7 — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  swear,  you  know,  how  much  was  spent 

^  ^er.    She  was  put  iu  good  condition.* 

^.  Was  any  new  hemp  or  new  rigging  put  on  her  7 — A.  Y'es,  sir ;  there  was  rope  put  on 
her. 

Q.  Where  shall  we  find  an  account  of  that  ? — A.  That  was  required  at  the  store-house. 
Q«  Who  would  have  charge  of  the  account  ? — A.  The  store-cloik. 
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Q.  What  is  bis  name  ?— A.  Delano. 

Q.  Would  be  have  charge  of  all  the  tbinpfs  delivered  to  that  vessel  except  the  lamber  T- 
A.  I  cannot  get  anything  unless  it  is  delivered  by  the  atore-keeper,  sir. 

By  Mr.  JoNES : 

Q.  Where  was  that  lumber  used  that  you  i%ere  asked  to  sign  for  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  yea 
sirf 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  what  became  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  any  of  the  members  of  that  **  ring"  in  the  yard,  now  7 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  uy 
there  are. 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  since  any  of  them  have  been  employed  on  the  yard  ? — A  Noi 
within  a  year. 

Q.  Did  you  fumlflh  the  lumber  from  your  department  that  was  used  in'  repairing  the 
dredger? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  no  material  brought  into  the  yard  for  it  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  the  store-keeper  furnish  the  oakum  to  calk  that  dredge  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  furnish  the  putty  and  tar  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  the  putty  and  tar  was  borrowed  from 
construction,  to  be  repaid. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  repaid  it  or  not? — A.  I  do  not, sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  of  construction  at  that  time  7 — A.  I  think  Mr.  Sampson  was  acting 
at  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  that  vou  made  a  report  to  the  civil  engineer  of  what  lamber  and 
other  material  you  used  on  that  dredge  Y — A.  Not  a  separate  report. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  report  f — ^A.  I  made  a  general  report  of  everything. 

Q.  I  understood  you  a  few  moments  ago  to  swear  that  you  did  not  make  any  reports  to 
the  civil  engineer  of  what  lamber  and  material  you  used  7 — A.  We  are  required  to  turn  in 
our  books  with  all  our  reports,  and  everything  entered.  We  have  handed  in  our  books  since 
the  trouble. 

Q.  Before  the  trouble  you  did  not? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  You  never  were  required  to  hand  in  anything  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  put  it  so  that  it  went  on  to  the  account  somewhere  before  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  out  lumber  promiscuously  and  not  report  it  f — A:  It  has  to  be  signec 
for  by  the  engineer  as  you  require  it. 

Q.  Is  CapUiin  Hutchins  now  on  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  away  from  the  yard  ? — ^A.  Within  a  couple  of  months ;  I  thiol 
he  was  removed. 

Q.  You  have  a  draughtsman  in  your  department  ? — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  needed  here,  in  your  judgment T— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  is. 

Q.  Are  you  not  competent  to  build  any  building  or  repair  any  building  ou  this  yard  ?- 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Without  any  draught  or  specifications  from  him,  could  you  not  do  it  ?— A.  They  gener 
ally  furnish  some  draughts. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question ;  I  ask  you  if  you  could  not  do  it  without  any  draughts  t  I 
Tou  had  received  an  order  from  the  civil  engineer,  could  you  not  have  done  anytning  yet 
have  done  since  you  have  been  here,  without  the  assistance  of  a  draughtsman  ? — A.  We  havi 
made  a  model  here  of  a  dock,  and  it  rec^uired  instruments. 

Q.  You  have  not  had  any  appropriation  for  the  dock,  you  have  not  received  any  monej 
for  it,  it  is  merely  an  experiment,  as  I  understand  it ;  but  has  there  been  anything  done  ii 
your  department  of  yards  and  docks  that  you  could  not  have  done  without  the  assistAnce  ol 
a  draughtsman  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  we  have  not  built  any  buildings. 

Q.  Has  there  been  anything  you  could  not  have  done,  if  the  civil  engineer  had  required 
it,  without  the  aid  of  a  oraughtaman  ? — A.  I  don't  know  of  anything,  sir.  In  fact,  we  bavi 
not  built  any  buildings. 

Q.  Nor  remodeled  any  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  remodeled. 

Q.  There  has  been  nothing  done  that  you  could  not  have  done  yourself  without  the  aic 
of  a  draughtsman  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  has  the  draughtsman  been  doing  all  this  time  ? — A.  That  is  a  question  I  caonoi 
answer. 

Q  Have  yon  aeon  any  great  product  of  his  labor  ?— A.  I  have  seen  him  roiuid  the  yarc 
surveying,  &c. 

Q.  What,  the  draughtsman  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  hav^  seen  him  round  the  yard  taking  grades 
and  levels. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  change  of  grade  in  anything  on  this  yard  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of 

Q.  Do  you  not  look  upon  the  whole  business  of  a  draughtsman  and  civil  engineer  here  ai 
boy's  play,  and  a  waste  of  money  and  time  ?    Have  you  seen  anything  here  which,  in  youi 
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jndement,  &n  indiTidua),  lookincf  after  bis  own  interest,  would  have  required  the  assistance 
of  the  civil  engineer  or  his  dranghtsman  to  do  f — A.  We  could  get  along  without  them. 

Q.  Coald  70U  not  get  along  just  as  well  without  them  as  with  them  t — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  in  jour  judgment,  it  is  not  a  waste  of  money  to  employ  that 
person' with  his  corps  of  draughtsmen  and  other  assistants? — A.  Well,  I  think  it  would  be 
t  good  thing  to  have  a  competent  man  to  be  responsible  for  any  extensive  Government 
works. 

Q.  Yes,  if  there  were  any  going  on,  but  if  there  were  not  T— A.  We  could  do  without 
them. 

Q.  For  anything  that  has  been  done  since  1873,  has  there  been  any  real  necessity  for  a 
civil  enf^Deer  and  draughtsman  in  your  department  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  there  has  been 
none,  but  I  dou*t  know  what  the  Government  in  Washington  require  of  them.  They  seem 
to  have  considerable  business,  and  private  business,  that  I  do  not  know  anything  about. 
The  dranghtsman,  at  least,  seems  to  be  busy  at  all  times,  making  draughts  of  contemplated 
ImDrovements,  &c.     I  have  seen  an  elaborate  work  that  he  has  been  at  work  on. 

Q.  What  is  it  ? — A.  Contemplated  wet-bins  for  men-of-war  ships. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whose  orders  he  is  making  those  draughts  and  plans  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  it  is  anything  more  than  Mr.  Granger^s  idea? — A.  I  guess  he  com- 
menced on  them  before  Mr.  Granger  came  here. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  c^uld  not  your  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  since  you  have  been 
here,  have  been  conducted  under  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Hepair  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
When  I  was  a  boy  here,  we  were  all  under  one  department. 

Q.  Do  you  not  consider  that  it  would  be  mucn  better  to  have  it  all  in  one  department, 
and  leas  expensive  to  the  Grovernment  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Yon  tnink  the  department  of  civil  engineering  should  be  abolished,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  saving  to  the  Government  ? — ^A.  I  think  it  would  be  economy  to  have  less  departments 
here,  although  it  may  be  against  my  interest. 

By  Mr.  MiLLS : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  boat  that  was  built  here  for  the  yacht  America  1 — A. 
I  have  seen  squibs  in  the  papers.     I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q  Did  not  that  come  under  your  charge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  anything  to  do  with  that  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  in  the  yards  and 
docb  department. 

Q.  Who  would  have  charge  of  that  ? — A.  The  boat-builders  come  under  the  construction 
department. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  the  writers  do  in  your  department  ?  —A.  They 
keep  the  time. 

Q.  How  much  time  do  they  spend  a  day  in  that  employment  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  have  ten  men  under  you,  and  you  report  to  tnem  every  day,  do  you  not ! — A.  Yes, 
nr. 

Q.  Yon  report  to  these  same  writers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  all  they  do  is  to  take  a  transcript  on  tbeir  books  of  your  statement  ?-^A.  Yes, 

sir. 

^.  Do  you  know  of  their  doing  anything  else  7 — A.  They  keep  an  account  of  all  business 
appertaining  to  the  department. 

Q>  That  has  been  pretty  small,  has  it  not  ? — A.  It  has  been  lately. 

Q>  Do  you  think  one  man  could  spoil  half  a  day  a  month  doing  the  work  here  ? — A.  I 
cannot  jndge. 

Q.  Yon  luive  no  idea  that  the  work  is  too  heavy,  have  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think 
thev  are  hurt  any. 

Q.  Have  you  been  involved  in  any  of  these  political  transactions  ? — A.  Not  to  any  extent. 
I  believe  there  was  an  attempt  to  remove  me  fur  voting  for  General  Banks  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. 

Q.  You  were  on  the  yard  during  the  contest  of  1874  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Who  attempted  to  remove  you  for  voting  for  General  Banks  ? — A.  Persons  outside. 
Q.  Who  were  they  ? — A,  I  heard  Mr.  Gooch  was  one  of  them. 

Q.  Anybody  else  ?— A.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Gooch  was  going  to  have  me  removed.    That 
was  rnmor.  I  let  it  go  for  what  it  was  worth. 
Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  ever  did  anything  toward  it  ? — X.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  still  *»  stick  1  "—A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  has  been  removed  for  voting  for  General  Batiks  ? — A.  No^ 

sir. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Were  you  put  on  the  yard  in  General  Banks's  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  are  General  Banks's  friend,  then? — A.  Yes, sir. 
Q.  And  have  always  been  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Boston,  March  27, 1876. 
Philip  Cassidy  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  I  forf^ot  to  ask  you  this  morning  whether  you  received  any  pay  for  any  servic 
which  you  rendered,  from  Mr.  Lewis,  or  any  man  acting  for  him  f — ^Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q.  DidnH  he  pay  you  for  some  service  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  you  the  money  which  you  paid  to  the  men  ? — A.  He  paid  it  to  the  eogi 
neer,  and  the  engineer  paid  it  to  me. 

Q.  Who  was  the  engineer  f — A.  Brownell  Granger. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Brownell  Granger  ever  receive  a  dollar  from  Mr.  Lewis,  or  did  he  ever  pa 
you  any  money  ? — A.  He  handed  me  the  money  to  pay  ttie  men  I  hired. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  Mr.  Granger  ever  paid  you  a  dollar  ? — ^A.  He  paid  me  all  of  it. 

Q.  How  much  7— A.  Over  $500. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  did  not  receive  it  direct  from  Mr.  Lewis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  eng 
neer  was  sitting  at  nis  desk,  and  Mr.  Lewis  handed  him  the  money,  and  he  handed  it  to  m 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Lewis  hand  it  to  you  ?  Stop  and  think  about  it,  because  it  is  quite  ic 
portant  vou  should  tell  the  exact  facts. — A.  I  feel  very  positive,  sir,  that  the  engineer  r 
ceived  the  money  and  handed  it  to  me. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Lewis  sitting  at  the  same  table  with  Mr.  Granger  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  standing  u 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  a  dollar  of  money  passed  into  Mr.  Granger's  hands  ? — A.  I  wi 
sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  about  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  feel  positive. 

Q.  I  dou^t  want  mere  guess-work  ;  I  want  you  to  say  whether  you  are  ready  to  swear 
or  not.  Were  you  three  gentlemen  at  one  table  ? — A.  No,  sir.  The  engineer  was  sitting 
his  desk.    There  were  two  payments  made. 

Q.  Don't  go  from  the  question.  Will  you  swear  that  on  any  occasion  Mr.  Granger  i 
ceived  one  dollar,  which  he  afterward  paid  to  you  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  f — A.  I  don't  know.  There  were  two  payments  ;  I  don't  know  how  mu 
money  there  was  paid  in  the  first  payment. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Granger  receive  that  money  ? — A.  He  handed  it  to  me. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  F— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  sure ;  one  payment,  at  least. 

Q.  Mr.  Lewis  was  there  at  the  same  time  7 — A.  Ves,  §ir,  Mr.  Lewis  was  in  the  office. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Granger  count  the  money  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  counted  the  moaey  and  haudo 
it  to  me,  and  told  me  partially  to  pay  the  men  with  it,  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  Who  told  you  so  ? — A.  Mr.  Granger.  There  was  some  trouble  the  first  time  aboi 
casbinff  a  note. 

Q.  Was  that  money  intended  by  Mr.  Lewis  as  payment  to  Mr.  Granger,  or  you  7 — A. 
understood  it  was  to  pay  the  men  that  I  hired. 

Q.  Mr.  Lewis  was  there  and  took  the  money  out  of  his  pocket,  passed  it  to  Grange 
and  Granger  passed  it  to  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Who  hired  the  men,  you  or  Mr.  Granger  ? — A.  I  hired  the  men. 

Q.  What  was  the  ni^cessity  for  the  money  going  into  Mr.  Granger's  hands  7 — A.  I  belie 
Mr.  Lewis  couldn't  cash  the  note,  or  something,  to  pay  the  men  on  when  the  work  was  con 
pleted,  and  there  was  some  money  raised.  I  think  the  engineer's  clerk  was  sent  dov 
to  Mr.  Mullett's  or  to  the  bank  to  borrow  some  money,  and  he  failed  in  getting  the  amoui 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  it  a  check  he  was  trying  to  cash? — A.  It  wa^  a  check  he  was  trying  to  cash ;  1 
couldn't  get  the  money  for  it,  or  something. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  you  hired  the  men  to  do  this  work  for  Mr.  Lewis  7 — A.*  Yes,  si 

Q.  And  the  money  to  pay  those  men  was  to  come  from  Mr.  Lewis  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  what  was  the  necessity  for  that  money  going  into  Mr.  Granger's  hands  befc 
it  went  into  yours,  if  you  hired  the  men  and  were  to  settle  with  them  ? — A.  I  don't  kno 
any  necessity. 

Q.  Did  you  give  Mr.  Granger  any  receipt  for  the  money  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Grange] 
clerk  paid  the  men. 

Q.  Was  the  clerk  present  at  the  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  his  room. 

Q.  Did  he  see  the  payment  made  ?— A.  I  don't  think  he  did ;  he  was  in  his  own  roon 


BOSTON   NAVY-YARD.  231 

there  is  a  partiUon  between.  Mr.  Granger  was  sitting  at  his  desk,  and  Mr.  Granger* s  clerk 
c&me  up.  They  wanted  to  break  the  money,  and  he  came  up  to  the  pay-office,  and  the 
paymaster's  clerk  down  below  paid  the  men. 

Q.  Paid  what  ment — A.  Paid  those  men  at  the  pay-office.  They  couldnH  break  the 
money,  or  something  didnU  go  right.  Those  were  the  men  I  am  talking  about — the  men  I 
hired. 

Q.  Too  say  that,  after  all,  yon  did  not  pay  the  men,  nor  did  Mr.  Granger  pay  them  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  the  clerk  paid  the  men. 

Q.  And  it  was  because  they  could  not  break  the  money  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  therefore  they  arranged  with  the  paymaster  to  advance  the  money  or  break  the' 
check,  or  something  of  that  kind  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  the  clerk  brought  the  money  down  here,  the 
paymaster's  clerk  gave  him  the  change,  and  the  men  were  ])aid.    That  was  one  payment ; 
and  Doe  payment  I  paid  them  partially  myself;  received  the  money  and  paid  them  myself. 
But  the  final  payment  was  made  down  here  in  the  pay-offiee. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Because  there  was  some  difficulty  about  breaking  the  check  ? — A.  About  breaking  the 
mooey. 

Q.  After  all,  can  you  say  that  any  money  was  paid  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  Mr.  Granger,  which 
Mr.  Graoger  afterwards  gave  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  gave  me  the  money  ;  I  remember  it. 

Q.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  his  paying  you  money,  and  taking  some 
Dooey  from  Mr.  Lewis  and  handing  it  right  to  you ;  which  was  it  ? — A.  He  did  not  pay  the 
meo  with  it. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  you  any  money  ? — A.  He  gave  rae  the  money  to  pay  the  men. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lewis  give  Mr.  Granger  any  money  in  your  presence  which  Mr.  Granger 
passed  to  you?  You  can  answer  that  question  "yes"  or  *'no." — A.  1  am  positive  that 
Mr.  Graoger  paid  me  money. 

Q.  I  don't  want  anything  but  '*yes*'  or  "no"  to  that, because,  if  he  simply  passed  the 
money  over  to  Mr.  Granger  to  count  it  was  no  payment  to  Mr.  Granger. — A.  It  was  no 
payment  to  Mr.  Granger. 

Q.  Why  did  you  come  in  here  and  undertake  to  say  in  your  previous  examination 
tliat  Mr.  Granger^paid  you  that  money,  without  mentioning  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lewis  was 
present t  Don't  you  know  that  you  may  do  great  iojustice  to  a  mau  in  that  way? — A.  I 
didn't  propose  to  do  anybody  injustice. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  you  receive  from  Mr.  Lewis  for  having  doue  what  you  had  no 
tnthority  to  do  t—A.  I  received  over  $600.  ' 

Q.  How  much  of  that  did  you  put  in  your  own  pocket? — A.  None  of  it. 

Q.  Were  you  not  hired  to  do  things  which  Mr.  Granger  knew  nothing  about  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  be  ever  tell  vou  to  repair  the  bottom  of  that  boat  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  to 
repair  her,  give  her  a  thorough  repairing — hire  the  men.    I  told  him  what  was  required. 

Q-  Didn't  he  tell  yon  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Lewis  ? — A.  He  said  the  contractors 
would  pay  for  it. 

Q.  Answer  my  question.  I  ask  you  if  he  ever  gave  you  any  instructions  whatever,  ex- 
cept to  hire  some  men,  and  Mr.  Lewis  would  pay  for  them  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  they  ? — A.  The  instructions  were  to  put  the  boat  in  order,  get  what  ma- 
terial I  wanted,  &c.,  and  if  I  wanted  any  laborers'  help  or  cattle,  or  anything,  to  go  and  get 
them. 

Q.  Did  be  say  all  that  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  wouldn't  take  his  word.  I  went  to  the 
foremen  of  laborers  about  it. 

Q.  Don't  ^o  traveling  off.  I  want  his  instructions,  and  nothing  else.  I  don't  care  what 
joa  did  oatside  of  his  instructions.     He  told  yon  to  hire  men  outside  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  to  use  a  single  man  employed  by  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  What  man  ? — A.  He  told  me  any  men  I  wanted  in  the  department  to  get  them. 

Q.  Where  did  he  tell  you  that  ? — A.  When  we  were  talking  it  over  outside  of  his  office. 

Q.  Who  were  present  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  anybody  was  present. 

Q>  It  stands  upon  your  naked  testimony ;  you  have  nothing  to  back  you  up  in  itf  —  A. 
Aothin(^  bat  his  instructions  to  the  other  foreman. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  His  instructions  were  to  get  what  you  wanted  in  the  yard  to  repair  the  boat  ? — A.  Yes, 

sir. 

Q.  If  yon  wanted  oxen  or  labor,  to  get  it  and  use  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  But  bis  general  instruction  in  regard  to  the  repair  of  the  boat  was  to  hire  the  men  out- 
ride, and  Mr.  Lewis  would  pav  them  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  time  you  got  that  instruction  until  the  boat  was  afloat,  did  you  tell  Mr.  Gran- 
^r  what  yon  were  doing,  and  what  men  you  were  employing  ? — A.  I  made  a  report  every 
i^^'^iD^,  telling  him  where  the  men  were  and  what  they  were  doing. 
,  Q*  Did  you  ever  make  a  report  showing  that  men  were  at  work  on  that  dredge  ? — A.  Yes, 
J|v;  the  time-clerk  has  them.  I  made  the  reports,  one  at  night,  and  one  in  the  morning. 
The  time-clerk  took  charge  of  the  night  report,  and  the  civil  engineer's  cleik  took  charge  of 
fle  morning  report.  ' 
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Q.  Will  jou  produce  those  reports,  covering  the  time  daring^  which  the  dredger  was 
paired  heie  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Bj  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  I  nnderstftDd  that  the  names  of  the  laborers  employed  on  this  boat  were  not  giir« 
upon  your  report  T — A.  I  did  not  report  them  at  all. 

Q.  Don't  you  state  where  the  men  are  employed  in  your  reports  to  your  superior?— A. 
do,  my  gang. 

Q.  Why  was  it  yon  left  off  the  men  employed  on  this  dredge  ? — A.  The  other  foreman  10 
ported  them. 

Q.  You  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  where  the  Government  men  were  at  work,  \aC 
you  not  f — A.  Not  anv  outside  men. 

Q.  Did  you  report  the  men  in  the  Government  employ  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  only  my  gang. 

Q.  Was  there  any  report  from  any  foreman  to  Mr.  Granger  showing  that  men  employed  hf 
the  Government  were  at  work  on  that  dredger — any  daily  report  f — A.  No,  sir;  no  daily  re- 
port. But  I  have  got  a  copy  of  every  daily  report  in  my  book,  and  I  will  swear  that  is  cor- 
rect. 

Q.  Does  that  show  the  names  of  the  men  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  does  not,  until  after  our  books 
were  required. 

Q.  Didn't  you  make  up  your  daily  reports  from  your  book? — A.  I  did ;  but  I  did  not  tell 
who  the  men  were.   I  could  go  back  and  give  the  names. 

Q.  Didn't  you  think  at  the  time  you  found  out  that  those  men  employed  by  Mr.  Lewis 
were  at  work  on  that  boat,  that  that  job  of  work  was  for  his  benefit  ? — A.  Well,  I  surmised 
considerable. . 

Q.  Did  you  make  that  surmise  known  to  the  commandant,  or  any  officer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  an  officer  of  the  Government,  and  if  you  surmised  that  something  was  going 
on,  why  did  you  not  make  that  fact  known  to  some  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  sup 
posed  my  report  covered  me,  a  bona-fide  report. 

Q.  Your  report  never  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  commandant  until  it  came  from  Wash 
ington,  did  it  1 — A.  I  don't  know  who  received  the  report. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  that,  day  after  day,  labor  paid  for  by  the  Government  and  materia 
belonging  to  the  Government  were  being  used  and  consumed  clandestinely,  to  the  injur 
of  the  Government  f— A.  I  did  not  know  by  what  authority  it  was  donft.  I  did' not  dare  t< 
question  the  authority  for  doing  it. 

Q.  If  you  saw  a  fraud  perpetrated  upon  the  Government,  would  you  not  dare  to  go  t^ 
the  commandant  and  tell  him  of  it  ? — A.  If  I  thought  I  had  a  clear  case  ;  but  I  didn't  knov 
what  authority  there  was  behind  it. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  state  the  facts  to  the  commandant  and  tell  him  that  you  feared  ther< 
was  something  wrong  going  on,  and  it  would  be  well  for  hira  to  inquire  into  it  ? — A.  Well 
sir,  I  don't  know  if  i  should  go  and  talk  with  the  commandant  about  such  things. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  those  facts  known  to  anybody,  did  you  ?  You  did  not  go  to  Mr 
Granger  and  complain  that  these  things  were  wrong? — A.  I  have  had  those  meu  come  U 
me,  and  made  them  go  personally  to  Mr.  Granger,  about  getting  jobs  done. 

Q.  What  did  those  men  say  when  they  came  to  you  ? — A.  I  had  one  man  come  to  me  t< 
do  a  job.  I  was  standing  on  the  pump  down  at  the  wharf.  It  was  to  repair  the  rail  on  a  tug 
boat,  and  I  told  him  I  should  not  send  any  of  my  men. 

Q.  What  tug-boat? — A.  The  tug-boat  that  was  at  work  with  the  dredger. 

Q.  Was  that  done  under  the  contract  with  Mr.  Lewis,  too  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  when  sh( 
was  out  in  the  harbor.  I  referred  this  captain  to  the  engineer.  Said  I,  **  You  must  take  you 
orders  from  him.*'  The  engineer  told  me  it  was  all  right,  and  I  sent  a  man  named  Clawsoi 
to  do  the  job.  As  long  as  I  had  orders  direct  from  my  superior  I  supposed  he  was  respon 
sible. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  if  you  think  you  are  protected  you  do  not  trouble  yourself  t* 
find  out  whether  a  thiug  is  right  or  wrong  ? — A.  If  I  knew  it  was  wrong  I  would  interfere 
but  I  didn't  know.    I  couldn't  question  the  authority  of  my  superiors. 

Q.  You  were  carrying  out  what  you  supposed  to  be  bis  directions,  were  you  not? — A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  communicate  to  him  exactly  what  you  were  duing  under  that  authority  ?— 
A.  I  did,  in  my  reports.    I  stated  that  there  were  so  many  men  at  work  on  the  dredger. 

Q.  Do  your  reports  show  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  ITad  you  ever  heard  there  was  a  contract  between  the  commandant  or  any  other  officei 
of  the  Government  with  Mr.  Lewis  that  he  was  to  take  that  boat  and  put  it  in  thorougl 
repair  for  the  use  of  it  for  ninety  days,  and  furnish  all  the  labor  and  material  ?  Didn't  yot 
hear  that  such  a  contract  was  in  existence  ? — A.  I  had  heard  that  the  contractors  wen 
going  to  pay  the  bills.  I  did  not  know  what  the  contract  was  until  it  was  read  to  mt 
afterward.     I  think  it  was  the  commandant  who  read  the  contract  to  me,  or  the  agreement 
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Q.  You  had  Dothing  but  yonr  suspicions  that  there  was  something  wrong  when  the  hands 
of  the  OoTerament  were  employed  on  that  boat,  and  the  material  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment  was  used  on  it? — A.  I  surmised  that  it  was  not  straight,  sir,  bat  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  Did  jou  talk  with  Mr.  Whitney,  or  any  other  of  your  companions  who  were  working 
around  there,  about  your  surmises? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Whitney  say  about  it  ?  Did  he  surmise  like  you  did  7 — A.  I  think  he 
did. 

Q.  And  jet,  although  you  thought  the  Government  were  being  defrauded,  you  would  no 
take  the  trouble  to  w^k  a  few  yards  and  tell  the  commandant  what  you  thought  about  it  f 
^A.  I  supposed  our  reports  were  sent  to  the  commandant  every  morning. 

Q.  Would  the  report  show  that  anything  was  being  done  upon  the  dredge  7 — A.  If  the 
report  sent  to  the  commandant  was  a  copy  of  mine,  it  would  show  just  where  the  men  were 
at  work. 

Q.  Would  it  show  that  any  hands  employed  by  the  Government  were  at  work  on  the 
dredge  repairing  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  made  plain  English  of  it — dredger. 

Q.  That  was  sent  in  every  night  to  be  consolidated  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  every  night  and  mom* 
injr. 

Q.  When  was  it  furnished  to  the  commandant  f — A.  I  believe  the  chief  clerk  furnishes 
the  morning;  report  copied  from  our  reports.  I  suppose  the  reports  are  all  here  on  file  some- 
where. I  keep  copies  of  all  my  reports.  I  am  positive  that  in  the  investigation  the  board 
had  all  of  those  reports. 


Boston,  March  27.  1876. 
Philip  Cassidy  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

QqasUoo.  Have  you  brought  your  book  and  papers  ?— Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  brought 
a  niunber  of  reports.  I  make  a  morning  report  and  an  evening  report,  and  I  cannot  swear 
to  which  set  these  belong.  I  got  these  from  the  commandant's  office.  They  were  returned 
bj  tbe  board  of  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Granger  get  these  reports  every  day  ? — A.  Two  reports  are  sent  into  tbe  office 
every  day. 

Q.  Was  the  lumber  to  put  that  cabin  on  the  dredge  furnished  by  the  yard  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
they  boilt  a  rough-board  galley  on  top  of  the  hurricane-deck. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Does  the  civil  engineer  have  a  consolidated  report  of  the  reports  of  the  head  joiner^ 
machinist,  mason,  and  painter  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  supposed  to  be  copied  from  these. 

Q.  In  these  consolidated  reports  was  an^  mention  made  of  the  aredger  7 — A.  I  do  not 
know,!  am  sure.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  reports.  I  report  where  my  men  are  at 
work  and  what  they  are  doing. 

[The  committee  examined  the  reports  of  Mr.  Cassidy,  and  also  of  Mr.  Whitney,  upon  a 
xnimber  of  which  appeared  entries  for  labor  done  upon  tbe  dredger  by  employ^  of  the  Gov- 
ermnent.] 


Boston,  March  27,  18^5. 
Charles  R.  Whitney  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  position  in  the  navy-yard  f — Answer.  Foreman  machinist  of  yards 
Md  docks. 

Q.  Did  you  do  any  work  upon  the  dredge-boat  f — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q*  By  whose  orders  7 — A.  The  civil  engineer's,  Mr.  Granger. 

Q>  Will  you  state  what  work  you  did  on  it  f — A.  I  cleaned  the  engine  that  was  stored  in 
the  shed  and  put  it  together,  brought  the  boiler  up,  set  the  boiler,  Drought  the  shaft  and 
P^nJig  up,  and  connected  them  on  board  the  boat. 

.  Q.  oet  them  in  place  on  the  boat  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  working  order.  Previous  to  my  put- 
log the  ennne  on  board  tbe  boat,  I  had  an  engine  there  to  draw  the  boat  on  tbe  wavs  three 
days ;  and  I  tested  the  engine  before  they  launched  her,  and  after  she  was  launched  I  done 
several  days*  work,  such  as  piping,  putting  on  chafe-irons,  &c.  I  worked  on  her  previous 
to  her  being  launched  and  after  she  was  in  the  stream  at  work ;  about  one  hundred  and  forty- 
MTen  days'  labor,  all  told,  from  the  time  I  first  got  the  order  until  she  was  brought  back. 

Q.  One  hundred  and  forty-seven  days*  labor  under  your  charge  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  an  account  of  that  labor  7 — A.  I  have. 
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Q.  Can  you  tell  the  amount  of  it  ?— A.  It  comes  to$423.5d  for  labor  and  $152.2;^  for  mate- 
rial. 

Q.  That  does  not  include  the  material  and  labor  furnished  bj  Mr.  Cassidy  ? — A.  No, sir: 
independent  of  that. 

Q.  That  includes  all  the  material  and  labor  furnished  by  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  furnished  at  the  Government  expense  7 — A.  It  was,  sir.  I  used  to  send  in  s 
report  every  morning.  I  always  sent  in  every  man,  and  what  they  did  to  the  ** dredger" 
was  marked  on  my  morning  reports  day  by  day. 

Q.  You  did  work  on  her  both  before  she  was  launched  and  afterward  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  her  in  perfect  working  condition  If — A.  I  put  her  in  working  condition 
before  she  left  here.    After  she  went  into  tne  stream  there  were  some  improvements  made. 

Q.  Were  the  materials  used  in  the  work  done  by  you  drawn  from  the  store-house?— A 
They  were,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  work  done  in  the  department  of  yards  and  docks  paid  for  by  the  parties  to 
whom  the  boat  was  loaned  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  any  money  paid  to  you  by  anybody  for  any  service  which  you  rendered  except 
the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  offered  to  you  t — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  none  offered  to  me.  I  will 
state  here  that  when  they  first  launched  her  they  broke  the  crane,  which  was  a  larg^  casting. 
They  were  very  anxious  to  get  to  work.  They  said  their  contract  was  overdue  then,  and 
at  their  request  I  furnished  the  casting.  Of  course  I  could  not  get  it  cast  here,  and  I  got 
it  cast  outside,  and  paid  for  the  casting,  and  they  refunded  me  tnat  money.  I  think  it  was 
between  $12  and  $15.   That  is  all  the  money  that  ever  passed  into  my  hands. 

Q.  Who  paid  you  that  t — A.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Pendleton.  They  called  him  captain. 
He  had  command  of  her  in  the  stream. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  orders  to  do  this  labor  7 — A.  Mr.  Granger.  About  the  Ist  of 
June,  I  think,  Mr.  HasKell,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  engineer,  came  down,  (there  were  four  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  think  Mr.  Lewis  was  one,)  and  wished  to  see  the  machinery  belonging  to  the 
dredger.  I  took  them  in  and  showed  it  to  them.  They  asked  how  long  it  would  take  to  put 
that  machinery  in  working  order,  and  I  told  them  a  month  or  six  weeks.  Thej  asked  me 
how  many  men  I  would  want  to  get  it  done  in  ten  days,  and  I  told  them  they  could  not  get 
men  enough  on  the  boat  to  do  it  in  ten  days.  I  heard  nothing  more  about  it  until  somewhere 
along  the  15th  of  June,  when  I  was  directed  to  clean  the  engine  up  and  put  it  on  board.  My 
first  day's  work  is  charged  the  18th  of  June. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  from  Mr.  Granger  that  any  material  or  labor  was  to  be  paid  for 
by  the  parties  to  whom  the  vessel  was  loaned  ? — A.  Not  from  the  engineer. 

Q.  Did  you  from  any  person  t — A.  I  did  from  Mr.  Cassidy.  Mr.  Cassidy  told  me  that  he 
was  going  to  hire  the  men.  I  think  I  commenced  on  the  engine  before  he  commenced  on 
the  hull  of  the  boat,  and  I  think  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  hire  any  men.  and  be  said 
yes,  and  he  said,  **  I  believe  the  contractors  are  going  to  pay  the  bills."  He  hired  the  same 
men  he  had  had  working  in  his  department — men  he  was  acquainted  with. 

Q.  Did  you  use  any  of  your  coal,  oil,  and  other  materials  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  reckoned  in  your  bill? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  on  ooard  after  she  wae  ready  to  go  to  work  ? — A.  I  did  not  after  she 
left  the  wharf.  The  coal  that  was  put  on  board  was  put  on  board  on  the  trial  when  I  fired 
her  up. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  reports  of  the  work  you  performed  on  the  dredger  to  the  civil 
engineer  ? — A.  I  did,  daily. 

Q.  He  knew  from  d&y  to  day  how  many  men  you  wers  using  there  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anybody  there  who  was  not  employed  by  the  Government  under  your 
charge? — ^A.  No, sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  are  machinist  in  the  yards  and  docks  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  do  not  think  that  the  work  could  be  performed  by  the  steam - 
engineering  [department  just  as  well  as  it  could  by  a  separate  department,  and  at  a  saving 
to  the  Government  7 — A.  What  do  you  mean — do  away  with  the  machine-shop  in  the  jards 
and  docks  ? 

Q.  Do  away  with  the  bureau  of  yards  and  docks ;  consolidate  it  with  the  steam-engi- 
neering department  ?  Could  not  that  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  Government  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  it  could.     I  suggested  that  it  be  done  years  ago. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  couldn't  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the  bureau  of  yards  and  docks  be 
done  by  the  bureau  of  construction  and  repair? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  no  reason  why  it 
could  not. 

Q.  At  a  great  saving  to  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here?— A.  Since  June,  1872. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  yard  requires  a  civil  engineer  7 — A.  Well,  I  think  they  have 
draughtsmen  here  who  would  cover  toe  ground. 

Q.  What  have  you  for  draughtsmen  to  do  here  in  the  civil  engineer's  department? 
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What  have  they  done  since  70a  have  been  here? — A.  Drawing^  plans  for  buildings,  looking 
after  druinaf^e  and  sewers. 

HQ.  How  many  buildings  have  they  bnilt  since  yon  have  been  here? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 
^  Q.  Then,  what  is  there  for  draughtsmen  to  do  T — A.  Our  draughtsmen,  you  know,  con- 
struct the  machinery. 

Q.  Cooldn't  the  draughtsmen  in  the  st^am-eugineering  department  do  this  same  thing  ? 
— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think,  then,  that  a  draughtsman  is  required  to-day  in  the  civil  engineer's  De- 
partment ?— A.  No;  if  you  had  it  ail  consolidated  under  one  department  you  would  not 
need  bim. 

Q.  If  it  was  all  consolidated  under  one  department,  do  you  think  the  Government  would 
require  a  civil  engineer  at  this  yard  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 


Boston,  Manh  27,  1870. 


Chari.es  B.  Wi:ir>EV  recal!e\ 


By  Mr.  BiiLLS : 

Question.  Did  either  of  you  gentlemen  [Mr.  Cassiday  beine  present]  receive  anything  from 
Mr.  Lewis,  or  from  Mr.  Lewis's  brother-in-law,  or  any  agent  of  Mr.  Lewis,  for  any  thing  you  did 
for  him  1 

Mr.CASSiiiAY.  No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  never  receive  any  money — ^20,  or  $25,  or  $10,  or  any  other  sutti  ? 

Mr.  WiirTNEY.  No,  sir ;  only  for  that  casting  I  spoke  of. 

Q.  For  yourself  f  I  am  not  talking  about  anything  you  received  to  be  paid  to  anybody 
else. 

Mr. Whitney.  No,  sir;  never.  We  have  to  keep  records  that  we  send  into  the  civil  en- 
gineer.  I  do  not  know  what  occasion  there  would  be  to  pay  us  any  money  for  a  bribe. 

Mr.  Mills.  That  is  what  they  say  it  was. 

Mr.  Whitney.  A  bribe  for  what? 

Mr.  Mills.  Well,  to  get  timber  from  the  Government  to  work  into  the  vessel.  That 
is  what  they  claim  it  was  for. 

Mr.  Whitney.   He  must  have  been  a  queer  en<]fineer.    Ho  had  the  daily  reports. 

Mr.  JoNi^s.  They  say  that  the  material  was  taken,  and  they  did  not  know  anything  about 
it. 

Mr.CASSiDY.  1  do  not  know  how  we  could  get  anything  of  that  kind.  We  have  to 
have  an  order  from  the  engineer  to  receive  material  and  stock. 

Mr.  Whitney.  These  reports  were  sent  to  the  civil  engineer  daily,  artd  a  copy  of  them 
WM  put  on  one  paper  and  sent  to  the  commandant. 

Mr.  Whitney:  [To  Mr.  Whitney.]  You  swear  that  these  entries  upon  your  book  corre- 
spond with  your  daily  reports,  except  that  your  book  gives  the  names  of  the  men  and  your 
uailj  report  does  not  1 

Mr.  Whitnev.  Yes,  sir;  that  "is  all  the  diflFerence. 

Mr. Harris,  [To  Mr. Cassidy.]  And  your  book  contains  the  same  facts? 

Mr.  Cassidy.  Yes,  sir  ;  my  books  are  true  copies  of  the  reports  I  send  in  every  morning. 


Boston.  March  27,  1876. 
Capt.  Caleb  J.  Emery  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Qaestion.  What  office  do  you  hold  ? — Answer.    I  am  pay-director  in  the  Navy. 

Q«  State  whether  you  have  received  any  money  appropriated  for  the  building  of  the  eight 
sloops  of  war?— A.  Not  a  dollar.  I  do  not  receive  nor  disburse  any  money,  except  for  the 
things  which  we  sell  at  auction,  and  that  I  turn  into  the  Treasury.  I  am  the  inspector  in 
cl»r^  of  stores. 

Q.  What  property  of  the  Government  have  you  sold?— A.  Only  condemned  store  j  ;  and 
very  few  of  those. 

Q.  The  proceeds  of  those  sales  you  have  turned  into  the  Treasury  ? — A.  Not  into  the 
Treasury,  but  to  the  paymaster  of  the  yard,  to  the  credit  of  the  several  appropriations  they 
^ere  sold  nnder.  If  we  sold  provisions,  we  would  turn  the  proceeds  into  the  appropriation 
for  DroTisions.  If  we  sold  clothing,  we  would  turn  the  proceeds  into  the  appropriation  for 
clothinj;,  Ac 

Q.  \oxi  do  not  purchase  anything? — A.  I  make  no  purchases.  The  purchasing-paymaster 
in  the  city   makes  the  purchases.     I   make   requisitions   on  him  for  anything  I  want, 
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and  when  approved  it  is  purchaaed  and  sent  to  me.  I  am  to  inspect  it,  and  see  if  it  L  := 
suitable  ;  and,  if  it  is  not,  I  reject  it.  If  it  is,  I  take  it  and  keep  it  and  ate  it.  That  is  whi^, 
I  have  done  since  I  have  been  here.    I  have  been  here  onlj  three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  Navy  to  which  you  can  call   the   attention  of  tl^ 
committee  1 — A.  I  think,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  it,  that  the  whole  system  of  pnrchi 
as  it  is  now,  is  wron(^ ;  it  is  an  abuse. 

Q.  In  what  respect  ? — A.  I  think  they  have  departed  from  the  old  rule  established  sen 
or  eight  or  nine  years  ag^o,  where  everything  over  and  above  a  hundred  dollars  was  adv^^ 
tised  for.  • 

Q.  What  is  the  rule  about  purchasing,  now  ?— A.  There  is  no  rule ;  nominally,  the  nxl^ 
that  if  it  is  over  a  thousand  aollars,  you  may  advertise  for  it,  providing  you  get  pe^mis8k^^ 
from  the  Department  at  Washington,  or  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  You  have  got  to  ^^ 
special  permission  for  that.  Then,  after  that,  they  leave  it  optional  with  you ;  provided  ^^q 
think  you  can  purchase  just  as  well  without  advertising  as  with  advertising,  they  let  jon  ^o 
it.    There  is  nothing  obligatory. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  same  persons  get  contracts  for  supplies  all 
the  timet— -A.  Bemuse  they  have  got  the  inside  track,  I  suppose;  I  don*t  know  any  other 
way. 

Q.  You  think  it  is  not  because  they  furnish  articles  lower  than  anybody  else  would  f — A. 
No,  sir;  I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  other  dealers  have  not  been  asked  to  bid  at  ali. 
I  will  explain  to  you  in  a  few  words  how  they  manipulate  these  things.  The  purcbasin^-paj- 
master  may  make  out  the  bids  all  fair  and  square  ;  but  he  cannot  lun  around  aud  deliver 
them,  and  he  gives  them  to  his  messenger,  or  his  clerk,  and  he  will  go  to  only  one  inao,aDd 
that  man  will  bid,  and,  of  course,  he  gets  the  contract.   That  is  the  way  it  is  done. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Must  not  the  paymaster  know  if  any  such  transaction  as  that  took  place  f~A.  How 
could  he  know  it  f  At  one  time  I  relieved  one  of  the  old  naval  agents,  and  I  instiiated  this 
system  :  when  a  requisition  was  received,  I  copied  that  requisition  and  sent  it  in  a  circolar 
to  every  dealer  in  the  article  in  the  town ;  that  is,  if  it  was  under  $100.  If  ii  was  over  $100 
it  had  to  be  advertised.  I  sent  those  out  with  tags  attached  to  the  bids,  and  I  required  tbe 
messenger  to  bring  back  the  receipt  of  the  man  to  whom  the  bid  was  delivered.  I  sent  oat 
eight  or  ten  of  those  bids,  and  asked  them  to  send  in  sealed  proposals  within  a  certain  tim^ 
and  those  proposals  were  put  in  a  locked  box,  and  they  were  asked  to  be  present  at  a  cer* 
tain  time  when  the  box  and  bids  would  be  opened.  Under  that  system  I  never  beard  of 
any  imputation  of  fraud  upon  anybod v  ;  but  they  have  now  done  away  with  the  law  re* 
Quiring  everything  to  be  advertised  which  amounts  to  over  a  hundred  dollars  ;  it  mast  be  a 
thousand  dollars ;  and  you  can  understand  that  if  anybody  is  disposed  to  act  in  coliusioQ 
with  the  paymaster's  clerk,  they  can  defeat  the  whole  object  of  the  law.  One  of  the  gi^^ 
abuses  is  forcing  avclerk  upon  the  paymaster  and  obliging  him  to  keep  him  whether  be 
wants  him  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  vou  to  say  that  a  purchasing-paymaster  does  not  have  the  rif^btto 
select  his  own  clerk  t — ^A.  They  tell  him  that  if  he  will  not  take  a  certain  man  as  bis  clerk 
he  cannot  go  to  the  place,  and  some  men  are  willing  to  so  far  compromise  themselves  as  to 
take  the  position  on  such  conditions;  and,  although  they  may  seem  to  have  the  direction  of 
affiairs,  tney  really  do  not.  That  is  the  only  thing  in  regard  to  abuses  in  purchasing  that 
has  come  within  my  cognizance.  In  regard  to  the  inspection  of  articles,  instances  havecoine 
to  my  knowledge  where  articles  have  been  rejected,  and  afterward  an  order  came  from  Wash* 
ington  to  receive  them.    I  know  while  I  was  in  New  York  that  was  the  case. 

Q.  Won't  you  state  that  case,  that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  it  T — A.  There  was  a  con- 
tract for  canned  meat.  The  chief  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Dunn,  and  myself  had  been  at  worK 
for  a  long  time  getting  un  new  cans  in  order  that  we  should  not  lose  anything.  A  f^j 
deal  had  been  condemned,  which  came  in  the  long  cylindrical  cans  made  of  light  tin.  ^^^ 
we  got  up  a  stiffer  and  heavier  can,  so  that  we  should  not  lose  anything.  The  ^Q^^^  fjj* 
vertised  tor  proposals,  and  we  received  bids.  Jones,  of  Portland,  and,  1  think,  Underwood, 
or  Lewis,  of^ Boston,  put  in  bids  which  were  just  alike,  and  the  contract  was  divided  bet^Jf*" 
them.  I  think  it  was  for  some  100,000  or  150,000  pounds.  There  was  a  company  in  New 
York  called  the  **  Texas  Meat-Preserving  Companv,"  of  which  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mon- 
roe was  president.  He  went  to  Washington,  and  he  had  influence  enough  to  get  a  conlf*5* 
for  a  smaller  amount,  50,000  or  100,000  pounds.  He  was  to  deliver  it  according  to  tbe  writ- 
ten contract,  just  the  same  as  the  others.  After  it  was  delivered,  I  went  down  and  ^^^ 
took  a  superficial  look  at  the  cases  and  at  the  tins,  and  rejected  it  at  once,  'on  the  grouna 
that  it  were  not  according  to  contract,  the  tins  being  twice  or  three  times  too  large.  I  /^ 
ported  to  the  bureau  that  I  would  not  receive  it,  and  it  remained  in  store  some  three  months 
until  warm  weather  came  on,  when  it  began  to  be  a  little  offensive,  aud  I  notified  Mr.  Mod* 
roe  to  take  it  away  immediately.  He  came  over  to  see  me,  and,  after  talking  it  all  over  ^ 
trying  to  induce  me  to  take  it^  I  told  him  I  could  not,  and  then  he  says  to  me,  "  I  wonW 
rather  give  $500  than  take  that  meat  away,  if  that  is  any  inducement."     Well,  I  got  rid  oi 
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blm.   I  didn't  like  bis  talk  verj  well.    In  a  week  afterward  I  got  an  order  from  Washington 
to  receive  that  canned  meat. 

Q.  Signed  by  whom  f — A.  I  think  it  orifirinated  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj,  because 
I  protested  against  it  to  my  bureau.  The  order  was  to  receive  it,  notwithstanding  the  size 
of  the  cans  and  cases.  The  e^round  on  which  I  rejected  it  was  that  the  cans  and  cases  were 
not  according  to  contract.  Then  I  went  and  opened  the  cases  and  examined  the  meat.  The 
chief  of  my  bareau,  Mr.  Dunn,  was  there,  and  I  told  him  I  wa^  going  to  reject  it  on  another 
groood,  that  the  meat  was  of  inferior  quality,  the  cans  were  not  in  a  suitable  condition  to 
keep  the  meat,  and  it  was  a  total  loss,  or  a  great  portion  of  it.  I  made  that  report,  and  it 
was  there  five  months.  I  notified  the  man  to  come  and  take  it  away,  and  he  did  not  come, 
and  when  I  left  there  I  lefb  it  in  the  store-house. 

By  Mr.  Jones  :  \ 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  bad  previcu'ily  received  an  order  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  receive  this  meat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  1  rejected  it  because  the  cans  were 
twice  as  large  as  the  contract  called  for.  I  did  not  examine  the  meat  at  that  time,  nor  its 
condition  otherwise.  I  rejected  it  on  the  ground  that  the  size  of  the  cans  and  packages  was 
not  according  to  contract.  The  contract  called  for  4-pound  cans,  and  tl^se  were  eccentric 
sizes,  containing  all  the  way  from  6  to  9  pounds,  and  put  up  in  all  kinds  of  boxes. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  You  rejected  it  because  the  size  of  the  cans  and  the  way  it  was  packed  in  the  boxes 
were  not  according  to  contract  ? — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  And  then  you  received  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive  it  notwith- 
stiDding  those  objections  ? — A.  That  is  it,  exactly. 

Q.  And  then  you  rejected  1t  again  because  the  meat  was  not  good  ? — A.  Tlien  I  examined 
the  meat  with  the  chief  of  my  bureau,  Mr.  Dunn,  now  in  Baltimore,  and  then  I  rejected  it 
on  another  ground  :  because  I  thought  it  would  be  a  fraud  to  receive  it. 

Q.  That  meat  never  was  receivecT? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Doring  your  time  T—A.  NoJ;  I  never  made  the  bills  for  it. 

Q.  When  you  were  told  to  receive  it,  notwithstanding  the  mode  of  packing  and  the  size 
ef  the  cans,  you  still  understood  yon  had  a  right  to  determine  upon  the  quality  of  the  meat, 
Aud  yon  did  do  that,  and  rejected  it  upon  that  ground  ? — A.  I  rolt  that  the  man  should  not 
have  his  contract  filled  that  way.  I  felt  as  if  he  had  used  some  misrepresentations  to  the  Sec- 
retary to  get  it  received,  and  used  some  influence  to  get  is  received,  and  X  thought  it  should 
pot  be  received ;  it  wasn't  right.  I  told  Mr.  Dunn  I  would  either  receive  this  meat,  and 
instead  of  putting  my  name  on  it,  put  **  Received  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,"  or  T 
woald  take  the  responsibility  of  rejecting  it  on  another  ground  and  they  might  remove  me. 
I  did  not  care  if  they  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  that  time  T— A.  The  present  Secretary,  Robe- 
sop. 

Q.  About  what  was  the  value  of  that  meat?— A.  The  contract-price  was  18  or  19  cents  a 

poand. 

Q.  How  many  pounds  do  you  think  there  were  ?~A.  It  was  an  even  number  of  pounds, 
either  50,000  or  J00,0.0  pounds. 

Q.Wbo  was  the  contractor? — A.  This  Texas  Meat-Preserving  Company.  It  is  a 
company  in  New  York.     The  name  of  the  president  of  the  company  was  Monroe,  I  think. 

By  Bir.  Jones  : 

Q-  He  had  previously  stated  to  you  that  he  had  rather  give  $500  than  take  it  away  ? — A. 
>tt,  sir;  that  is  what  he  said. 

Q.  Yott  have    been  in  the  Navy  how  long  ? — A.  Between    tweo^   and   twenty-one 

yetrg. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  present  system  of  having  separate  bureaus,  as 
compared  with  the  old  system— whether  it  is  advantageous  to  the  Government  or  detri- 
mental f  — A.  If  they  -have  •  a  Secretary  who  will  bring  his  bureau  officers  right  up  and 
make  them  all  work  together,  no  better  system  has  ever  l>een  adopted. 

Q*  Do  you  think  they  work  together  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  jealousy  between  the  bu- 
^**^  officers,  and  there  always  wul  be  more  or  leas  jealousy,  no  matter  who  you  get  there. 

Q<  Are  they  not  now  disposed  to  feel  as  if  tbey  were  separate  institutions  by  themselves  ? — 
A.  Each  one  wantA  to  run  his  special  department  and  make  the  best  of  it,  without  cooslder- 
m;  whether  it  clashes  with  the  interests  of  the  others. 

,  Q-  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the  Btirean  of  Yards  and  Docks,  and  the  Bureau  of  Construe- 
Uonand  Repair?  Why  should  they  not  be  under  one  head  ?— A.  Well,  yards  and  docks 
hu  nothing  to  do  bnt  just  to  keep  the  yard-buildings  and  docks  in  order.  That  is  all  their 
province. 

Q'  Why,  should  that  not  be  done  under  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair? — ^A. 
^^^l  yards  and  docks  is  a  department  that  anybody  could  look  after.  The  commandant  of 
^  yvi  ought  to  look  after  that.  The  commandant  of  this  yard  does  so,  but  knows  but 
little  about  the  workings  of  the  rest  of  the  departments.     He  never  was  in  my  place  in  his 
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life«  and  knows  nothing  more  about  my  department  than  I  do  about  yards  and  docks,  or  con- 
struction, or  equipment. 

Q.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  Siecessity  for  having  a  civil  engineer  in  your  yard'?— 
A.  He  is  the  person  who  is  called  upon  to  repair  the  buildings,  lay  drains,  and  sidewalks,  and 
one  thing  and  another.    That  is  all  that  is  required  of  him. 

Q.  Why  couldnH  that  be  done  by  the  foreman  of  whatever  department  the  work  might 
come  under  7 — A.  It  certainly  can,  if  the  commandant  of  the  yard  is  disposed  to  take  any 
interest  in  it  and  look  after  it.  In  my  opinion,  the  department  of  yards  and  docks  is  a 
great  source  of  corruption,  for  every  official  who  wants  to  give  a  man  something  to  do  will 
put  him  in  there. 

Q.  Under  the  old  system,  wasn^t  that  under  construction  and  repair? — A.  No,  sir;  it 
has  always  been  ** yards  and  docks"  as  far  as  I  know.  This  is  the  third  navy-yard  in 
which  I  have  been.  I  was  at  Portsmouth  during  the  war.  It  was  ''yards  and  docks  "  then, 
and  there  I  knew  more  about  it  than  I  do  now.  There  I  was  paymaster  of  the  yard,  and 
inspector  of  provisions,  and  purchasing-paymaster,  and  I  had  to  work  then.  They  have 
too  many  clerical  people,  in  my  opinion,  in  yards  and  docks.  They  must  have  draughtsmen 
and  a  great  many  other  people  who  are  of  no  practical  use. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  do  you  sell  the  Government  stores  at  auction  ? — A.  That  is  in  my  bureau. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  anything  that  isn't  in  your  bureau  ? — A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Q.  You  wouldn't  sell  a  ship,  if  one  was  to  be  soM  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Ships  are  generally  sold 
by  the  Gcvernment  auctioneer.  I  sold  three  or  four  vessels  at  Portsmouth,  because  they  got 
into  a  fight  as  to  whether  the  marshal  of  Maine  or  of  New  Hampshire  should  sell  them. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  In  your  department,  what  do  you  do  when  you  run  short  of  funds? — A.  As  I  have 
said,  I  do  not  disburse  a  dollar. 

Q.  Are  you  ever  ordered  to  draw  from  any  other  department,  except  your  own  ? — A. 
Never.  The  only  person  who  pays  money  is  the  paymaster  of  the  yard,  who  pays  the  offi- 
cers and  workmen  in  the  yard.  The  purchasing-paymaster  over  in  Kilby  street  pays  all  bills 
on  vouchers  which  are  duly  authenticated,  and  be  has  first  to  send  those  bills  to  Washington 
before  he  gets  the  money  for  that  purpose.  The  paymaster  of  the  yard  here,  in  order  to  get 
his  money,  has  to  make  a  requisition,  showing  how  many  men  there  are  in  the  yard,  and 
then  he  gets  the  money  and  pays  it  out  The  inspector  has  no  charge  of  any  money  what- 
ever.    I  have  not  disbursed  a  dollar  of  monev. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  draw  your  p&j  from  the  paymaster  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  draw  my  pay  from  the  pay- 
master of  the  yard.     I  am  just  like  the  head  of  any  other  department. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  money  or  other  consideration  paid  to  any  officer  of  the 
Navy  by  a  contractor  to  secure  his  particular  interest  7 — A.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing 
in  my  life.  Nobody  ever  offered  me  anything.  The  only  case  of  the  kind  of  which  I  have 
any  knowledge  is  the  one  I  have  told  you  about,  where  the  man  said  he  would  rather  give 
$500  than  take  that  meat  away. 

Q.  Are  you  paid  by  a  regular  salary  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  all  the  money  that  is  disbursed  by  the  regular  pay- 
master of  the  yard  comes  to  you  to  pay  your  department  f — A.  He  pays  the  workmen  em- 
ployed in  my  aepartment.  I  have  only  a  very  few.  I  make  the  roll  out  of  the  workmen  I 
have,  and  send  it  up  to  his  place,  and  he  pays  them. 

Q.  You  are  the  paymaster  of  what? — A.  I  am  paymaster  of  nothing  now.  I  am  pay-di- 
rector in  charge  of  stores.  There  are  only  thirteen  pay -directors  in  the  Navy,  and  they  are 
generally  in  the  pay-offices.   This  is  my  sixth  year  as  an  inspector. 

Q.  Your  never  have  understood  from  any  of  the  paymasters  that  they  have  drawn  from 
one  appropriation  and  expended  the  money  in  another  department  7 — A.  O,  no ;  they  have 
no  more  authority  to  draw  than  I  have.  If  they  want  money  they  have  to  get  it  by  a  requisi- 
tion sent  to  Washington.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  are  sometimes  compelled  to  pay  out 
the  money  which  is  m  their  hands  that  belongs  to  one  appropriation  to  another ;  but  they 
should  not  do  it.  A  paymaster,  for  instance,  may  have  $50,000  ;  $20,000  of  it  may  belong  to 
the  pay  of  the  Navy ;  some  belongs  in  construction,  and  some  in  engineering.  He  draws 
under  these  different  heads.  When  he  comes  to  pay  out  the  money  he  cannot  keep  the 
money  of  each  appropriation  separate.  He  may  overpay  on  one  appropriation,  and,  conse- 
quently, he  has  a  deficit  in  that;  but  at  the  end  of  tne  month  he  makes  his  requisition  to 
square  it. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  sometimes,  when  there  is  no  money  in  any  one  department,  he 
draws  money  from  another  department  to  pay  the  help  in  the  department  where  there  are 
no  funds  ? — ^A.  He  may.  I  will  illustrate  it  in  this  way :  If  he  has  fifty  men  at  work  in  con- 
struction and  fifty  men  at  work  in  steam-engineering,  and  has  §5,000,  say,  under  both,  when 
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he  comes  to  pay  out  the  |5,000,  he  may  be  a  little  short  in  steam-eDgineerin^,  and  have  a 
balance  over  in  construction,  and  he  will  pay  it  all  oat,  and  when  he  comes  to  toot  up  he  will 
8aj,  "I  have  overpaid  in  construction,  but  I  have  a  correspondinfr  surplus  in  steam-engineer- 
ing." He  does  not  intend  to  overpay,  but  it  takes  pretty  nice  figuring  always  to  pay  out 
the  exact  amount.  For  instance,  at  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard,  1  overpaid  in  one  instance 
|4,000  or  $5,000,  and  I  encroached  upon  the  different  appropriations  to  that  amount,  because 
the  men  had  to  be  paid,  and  they  would  not  fill  my  requisition ;  but,  finally,  I  made  another 
Teqnisition  and  ^t  money  enough  to  make  good  the  overpayments,  and  I  would  not  pay 
anybody  under  that  appropriation,  and  that  brought  it  out  square.  A  paymaster's  accounts 
are  very  complicated.  In  war-time  you  have  appropriations  under  fifteen  different  heads. 
You  draw  money  under  each  one,  and  you  must  pay  it  under  its  appropriate  head ;  you  must 
not  encroach  upon  anv  appropriation,  if  possible  to  avoid  it. 

Q.  Have  you  been  brought  in  contact  with  the  purchasing-paymasters  ? — A.  I  know  them 
all. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  the  purchasing- paymasters,  when  they  are  stationed  at  a 
certain  place,  have  to  buy  of  certain  parties,  and  those  certain  parties  make  the  prices  with 
thebeaas  of  the  department  that  require  the  material,  and  those  go  to  the  purchasing-pay- 
master to  purchase  ? — A.  Well,  I  know  nothing  only  what  they  have  told  me. 

Q.  What  have  the  purchasing-paymasters  told  you  ? — A.  W  ell,  they  said  they  were  bored 
and  harassed  to  death  by  people  coming  to  them  and  askiug  them  to  buy  of  such  and  such 
penons— people  whose  wishes  they  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard.  But  that  is  only 
what  they  said.     1  know  nothing  about  it  personally. 

Q.  Did  they  say  that  those  people,  whose  wishes  they  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard, 
were  the  people  who  got  them  the  places  where  they  were  stationed  as  -payaiasters  ? — A.  I 
didn't  understand  that ;  but  they  said  they  were  persons  who  said  that  it  they  didu't  do  as 
they  requested  they  would  not  stay  in  their  places. 

Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  learned  from  them  that  the  contractors  had  the  power  of  removal,  unless 
thej  purchased  of  them  ? — A.  These  were  not  contractors.  For  instance,  there  is  $50,000 
wortliof  stuff  to  be  purchased,  and  certain  gentlemen  who  have  a  grood  deal  ot  influence 
with  the  powers  that  be  go  to  Mr.  Abbott,  for  instance,  and  say,  *'  You  must  purchase  of 
80  and  80."  The  contractors  agree  to  deliver  according  to  contract  or  sample,  and  they  must 
deliver. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Is  it  understood  that  if  they  do  not  go  and  purchase  of  so  and  so  they  will  b9 
emoved  Y — A.  Well,  it  is  tantamount  to  that.   They  are  a  little  frightened ;  that  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  long  has  that  state  of  things  existed  t — A.  For  some  years  past ;  it  should  not 
exiiit  at  all.  This  is  one  of  the  abuses,  as  I  have  said.  It  has  existed  for  years,  and  has 
been  growing  worse  and  worse.  During  the  war,  with  all  our  purchases,  no  such  thing 
ooeorred.  During  the  war,  we  advertised  for  everything.  We  used  to  advertise  in  two 
pspers,  having  the  largest  circulation  in  the  town  where  the  purchase  was  to  be  made.  For 
instance,  when  I  was  at  Portsmouth,  I  used  to  buy  a  great  deal,  and  I  would  advertise  in  the 
Bwton  Journal,  I  think,  because  it  had  the  largest  circulation  of  any  paper  in  Portsmouth ; 
ud  there  is  another  thing,  every  one  is  anxious,  if  there  is  a  purcnase  to  be  made,  all 
want  to  be  purchasing-agents.  They  think  they  can  get  something  out  of  it ;  I  don*t  know 
lu>w.  There  should  be  a  stringent  rule  made  that  all  purchases  shall  be  advertised,  and  that 
rale  should  not  be  deviated  from  in  any  instance.  Tnen  there  could  not  be  any  fraud,  cor- 
ruption, or  collusion. 

Q-  You  think  it  is  a  mistake  not  to  advertise  7 — A.  It  is  the  greatest  mistake  in  the 
world. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 

David  McKay  sworn  and  examined.  , 

By  Mr.  MlLl^  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  the  lumber  and  material  used  by  Donald  McKay 
*or  building  the  sloop-of-war  Adams  ? — Answer.  I  don't  know  much  about  it. 

Q-  Well,  what  do  you  know  about  it ;  do  you  know  that  he  received  lumber  from  the 
woverument  ? — A.  He  has  received  some  lumber. 

Q.  How  much  f — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much.  ^'*'  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  lumber  that  he  has  stowed  in  East  Boston  ? — A. 
*w>  sir ;  I  helped  stow  some  there  some  time  ago. 

Q-  How  much  lumber  has  he  that  is  stowed  in  East  Boston  that  was  obtained  from  the 
^'T'ywd  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  how  much  there  was. 

Q.  One  hundred  thousand  feet  t — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Sevent j-five  thousand  ? — A.    Somewhere  in  that  neighborhood ;  I  don't  kuow.    I    . 
helpedjpile  it  there,  and  that  is  all  I  know  about  H. 

Q.  Where  did  you  g^t  it  from  T — A.  It  came  out  of  the  yard  here ;  at  least,  I  was  told  so. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  that  lumber  7 — A.  It  has  been  used,  I  suppose,  for  the  parposes  of 
the  ship. 

Q.  How  much  of  it? — A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Is  there  any  lefl  there  now  f — A.  I  cannot  tell  yon  that  neither ;  I  have  DOt  seen  it 
for  over  ten  months. 

Q.  Is  there  any  left  around  the  yard  where  the  ship  was  built  ? — A«  No,  sir  i  it  wu  not 
left  there  at  all. 

Q.  How  much  lumber  was  there  left  that  was  originally  drawn  from  the  navy*yard  fortbe 
launching  of  that  vessel  ^ — A.  There  was  not  a  great  deal  of  timber,  nor  there  was  not  a 
great  deal  of  lumber.  There  was  some,  of  course.  There  was  more  lumber  than  there  wm 
timber,  but  then  I  am  not  to  know  how  much  there  was.     I  worked  on  the  ship. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Is  not  some  of  that  timber  stored  at  Taylor's  yard  ?— A.  This  was  some  of  it,  baUbat, 
I  g^uess,  they  have  received  all  back. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  remove  any  of  that  lumber  from  Mr.  McKay's  yard  in  the  night-time?— A. Ko, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  it  all  removed  in  the  day-time  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  all  done  in  the  day-time  wiiat 
I  had  anything  to  do  with. 

Q.  Nor  any  from  this  yard  to  East  Boston? — A.  No,  sir;  I  worked  on  the  ship,  butlhid 
nothing  to  do  with  the  timber  only  as  it  came  there,  when  we  had  got  to  take  it  into  the 
yard  before  it  was  used,  and  pile  it  up. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  from  the  navy-yard^ — A.  Well,  it  was  teamsters  who  fetched  it  in. 
•    Q.  Who,  representing  the  Government,  delivered  it  to  the  teamsters  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
who  ii  was. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  More  lumber  was  received  than  was  used  on  that  ship  7 — A.  Well,  it  has  been  osw 
for  other  purposes,  probably,  may  be  not  for  that  ship.  We  ain't  to  know  anytbintf  aboot 
that.    It  was  got  for  that  purpose  from  here,  and  stowed  on  a  wharf  in  East  Boston. 

Q.  Whose  wharf? — A.  Mr.  Jones's. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  75,000  feetf — A.  I  suppo^it 
was.     I  cannot  tell,  because  I  did  not  measure  it.     I  handled  it. 

Q.  Did  you  use  a  large  portion  of  that  on  the  ship  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  used  a  fneaX  deal  of  it< 
Of  course,  I  do  not  know  how  much  or  how  little.  I  cannot  say  whether  tnat  lumber  i^ 
there  to-day  or  not. 

Q.  Are  you  a  ship-carpenter  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  employed  by  your  brother  as  foreman  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  as  foreman.  I  odIJ 
work  there  as  a  fastener  and  ship- carpenter.    That  is  my  work.  , 

Q.  You  had  no  interest  in  the  vessel  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all ;  only  I  worked  there  at  da/< 
work. 

By  Mr. Mills: 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  that  lumber,  do  you  include  live-oak  7~A.  That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  live-oak. 

Q.  None  was  carted  there  t— A.  None  to  that  yard.  There  was  some  carted,  but  I  ^ 
not  know  how  much,  nor  from  what  yard.  I  cannot  say  anything  about  that.  There  «^ 
some  white-oak  plank  taken  up  there.  I  suppose  it  is  being  used  for  the  same  ship  now.  Tbit 
is  what  it  went  tnere  for,  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Went  from  the  Atlantic  Works  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Uo  where  7— A.  Up  to  Mr.  Taylor's  yard. 

Q.  Was  there  any  live-oak  there  T— A.  There  was  a  very  little. 

Q.  In  what  shape  was  it? — A.  It  was  squared  timber,  same  as  you  would  have  timber 
for  a  ship. 

Q.  Long  timber  ?— -A.  No,  sir ;  not  long. 

Q.  Any  whole  pieces  ? — A.  There  was  some,  not  many. 

Q.  The  rest  was  white  oak  7 — A.  White  oak.  .  . 

.    Q.  He  keeps  some  of  that  stowed  at  Taylor's  yard  7— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  it  ^ 
there  now  or  not. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  it  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  vou. 

Q.  How  many  tons  f — A.  I  don't  know.  He  might  have  bought  it.  He  bought  all  tbA 
you  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  much  came  from  the  navy-yard  t — A.  No ;  I  do  not ;  but  tbet^ 
is  some  there. 
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Q.  I  suppose  there  mast  be  some  left  after  building  a  ship  ? — A.  There  is  always  some 
left. 
Q.  Do  yoa  know  there  is  as  much  as  ten  tons  ? — A.  No ;  it  cannot  be  as  much  as  that. 

Bj  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  many  thousand  feet  of  dry  lumber  should  you  think  it  would  take  to  finish 
tbf  inside  work  of  the  ship  f — A.  It  might  take  from  35,000  to  40,000  feet,  probably. 

Q.  Would  it  take  as  much  as  that  t — A.  I  cannot  tell  exactly. 

Q.  If  jou  were  f^oine  to  figure  on  that  ship,  should  you  figure  on  as  much  as  35,000  or 
40,000  feet  of  dry  lumber  t — A.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  waste  in  cutting  the  lumber  for  a 
ship  like  that. 

Q.  Id  joar  opinion,  would  not  25,000  feet  of  dry  lumber  do  the  inboard  work  in  a  ship  of 
the  class  of  the  Adams  ? — A.  You  do  not  want  so  much  pine  lumber  as  that. 

Q.  Not  as  much  as  25,000  feet  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  would  it  take  t— A.  It  would  take,  probably,  15,000  feet. 

Q.  Out  of  this  lot  of  75,000  feet,  which  you  say  he  received  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know; 
I  think  it  was  somewhere  along  there  ;  then  there  was  a  good  deal  of  black  walnut  and 
white  oak. 

Q.  How  much  black  walnut  ? — A.  Four  loads,  I  should  think. 

Q.  How  much  ash  f — A.  There  might  have  been  six. 

Q.  How  much  to  a  load  ? — A.  It  would  average  from  2,200  to  2,300  feet. 

Q.  How  much  black  walnut  should  you  say  there  was  used  in  finishing  the  whole  of  the 
inboard  work  of  the  Adams  t — A.  Well,  there  might  have  been  3,000  feet. 

Q.  How  much  ash  ? — A.  There  might  have  been  a  couple  of  thousand  feet,  may  be  3,000 


By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  that  lumber  was  being  furnished  by  the  Government  a  little 
cheaper  than  it  could  be  bought  outside  ? — A.  I  should  say  it  was  worth  $75  or  $80  a  ^ 
thoottnd,  but  I  am  not  to  say  what  he  was  to  give  for  the  lumber;  that  is  for  you  to 
for  yourself. 


By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  would  you  have  had  to  pay  for  that  lumber  if  you  had  gone  into  the  market  to 
boj  it  ?-A.  $75  to  $80. 

Q.  And  what  for  the  black  walnut  ?— A.  About  $100. 

Q.  What  for  the  ash  7 — A.  That  is  not  worth  so  much. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  call  dry  western  ash  worth  ? — A.  May  be  from  $45  to  $50. 

Q.  Could  you  buy  it  eighteen  months  or  two  years  ago  at  that  price  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
U.TOQ  could  buy  it  here ;  they  have  generally  the  very  best. 

Q.  Could  you  have  bought  it  outside  in  Mr.  Paul's  yard  ?— A.  I  don't  know  as  you 
could. 

Q.  Could  you  have  bought  it  short  of  $75  or  $80  ? — A.  You  might  if  you  took  a  lot  of  it. 
I  do  not  know  as  you  could  buy  a  single  thousand. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Ton  got  the  idea  he  was  getting  his  lumber  pretty  cheap  here,  did  you  not  ?~A.  That 
vaa  not  mv  business. 

Q.  But  did  you  not  understand  that  he  was  taking  advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  get 
prettj  good  stock  at  a  low  price  f — A.  It  was  for  the  man  who  was  deliverin^it  to  look  out 
for  that. 

Q.  Was  not  that  your  impression  ? — A.  It  is  nothing  for  my  interest  to  say  anything  one 
^>7  or  the  other.  1  was  tnere  as  a  laboring  man,  getting  my  day's  pay ;  that  is  all  I  ex- 
P^t  to  get,  anyhow.  This  lumber  was  there,  and  he  got  it  at  the  Government  price.  I  sup- 
poM  thej  furnished  everything,  and  he  was  to  pay  them  so  much  for  every  thousand,  let  it 
he  more  or  less. 

Q.  And  he  got  a  little  more  than  you  think  was  needed  ? — A.  I  don't  know  how  much 
^c  got,  or  anything  about  it. 

Bj  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  On  an  average,  what  should  you  say  that  75,000  feet  of  lumber,  delivered  at  Henry 
Jones's  yard  was  worth  per  thousand  ? — A.  I  do  not  believe  you  could  buy  it  short  of  §55, 
*»keit  right  through. 
Q.  The  whole  pile  ? — A.  The  whole  pile,  because  it  was  picked  lumber. 

By  Mr.  Jokes  : 

Q.  1  thought  you  stated  to  me  that  it  was  worth  from  $75  to  $80? — A.  I  know  that  is 
Want!  have  got ;  I  don't  know  what  lumber  is  worth  myself,  but  I  have  got  that  from  good 
JQthority,  that  some  of  it  was  worth  about  §75  or  §SU.  Take  it  on  the  average,  he  might 
have  got  it  for  from  $45  up  to  $65. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2-^ — 16 
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By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  I  asked  you  what  in  your  opinion  that  lumber  was  worth,  avera^ing^  the  whole  of  it, 
per  thousand. — A.  I  suppose  it  was  worth  may  be  from  $45  to  $55  a  thousand,  take  it  right 
through  from  beginning  to  end.  I  don't  believe  you  could  go  outside  and  buy  it  any  cheaper 
than  that. 

Q.  I  do  not  see  how  you  could  bring  the  average  down  to  that,  when  vou  have  not  had  a 
single  piece  at  that  price. — A.  There  were  a  good  many  piles  of  lumber  came  there,  and 
there  might  be  a  good  deal,  you  kuow,  that  was  not  first  quality,  don't  you  see,  and  when 
you  come  to  average  one  thousand  with  another,  if  you  could  get  ^45  a  thousand  for  it,  yon 
get  a  big  price,  don't  you  see  f 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  he  receive  any  lumber  there  to  do  the  joiner-work  on  the  Adams  that  was  not 
first-quality  lumber  ¥ — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  some.     Of  course  it  was  rejected. 

Q.  How  much  7— A.  Probably  not  2,000  feet. 

Q.  All  the  rest  was  first  quality  ? — A.  First  quality  di^  pine  lumber. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  it  was  not  worth  more  than  from  $45  to  $65  a  thousand  ? — A.  I 
mean,  take  the  whole  of  it. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  75,000  feet  was  dry  pine  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Three-quarters  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  all  of  that. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  not  got  that  estimate  pretty  low  ?  Do  you  believe  you  could  have  gone  out 
at  that  time  into  the  market  and  bought  it  for  less  than  an  average  of  $75  a  thousand  f — A. 
Well,  I  don't  know  ;  may  be  you  might  have  bought  it  for  more,  and  might  have  bought  it 
for  less.    1  cannot  exactly  say  about  it,  you  know. 

Q.  Have  you  not  some  opinion  about  it  ? — A.  I  know  pretty  well  what  lumber  is  worfh. 
If  I  was  going  to  buy  it,  I  should  buy  it  as  cheap  as  I  could.  I  would  not  want  to  esti- 
mate on  another  man  s  property  what  it  is  worth,  or  what  it  is  not. 

Q.  You  can  tell  us  whether  the  market  would  have  furnished  any  lumber  like  that  at  less 
than  $70  a  thousand  on  the  average  ? — A.  You  could  not  get  dry  lumber,  I  guess,  at  that 
time,  short  of  §65. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  average  from  $65  to  $70  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  somewhere  about 
there. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 

William  A.  Simmons  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr. Mills:] 

Q.  What  office  do  you  now  hold  ?— A.  Collector  of  the  port  of  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  United  States  dredger  that  seems  to  have  been  bor- 
rowed from  the  navy-yard  by  Lewis  dt  Co.  to  do  some  work  ?  If  so,  state  what. — A.  Some 
months  ago,  Mr.  William  Wooley,  an  old  friend  of  mine,  came  to  me  complaining  very  bit- 
terly that  the  Government  dredging-machine,  or  a  Government  dredger,  from  the  navy-yard, 
was  being  used  by  private  parties  in  competition  with  his  business  ;  Uiat  he  wa8  a  republican 
and  a  friend  of  the  administration,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  little  hard,  and  wanted  to  know 
what  could  be  done  about  it.  I  told  him  if  he  would  address  a  letter  to  me,  stating  the  facts, 
I  would  represent  them  to  Secretary  RobesoU;  and  make  such  comments  upon  them  as 
would  have  the  matter  immediately  attended  to.  He  did  so,  and  I  forwarded  his  complaint 
to  the  Secretary  in  a  personal  note,  stating  who  he  was,  and  the  facts  as  alleged  by  him, 
and  that  he  Knew  tney  were  so,  and  was  prepared  to  prove  them.  I  heard  no  more  of  it 
until  Admiral  Nichols  came  over  one  day  and  desired  to  know  the  facts.  I  said  I  would 
send  Mr.  Wooley  to  him,  and  Mr.  Wooley  went  to  him.  I  know  nothing  further  about  it, 
except  what  Mr.  Granger  and  others  have  told  me. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  further  than  that  ? — A.  I  only  know  what  Mr.  Granger  has 
told  me,  and  other  people.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  any  fact  in  rela- 
tion to  it. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  Mr.  Granger  ? — A.  I  have  always  considered  him  a  good  man. 
I  was  very  largely  responsible  for  his  appointment. 

Q.  Has  he  stood  well  in  your  community  heretofore? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  has  always  stood 
very  well,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Has  he  been  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature  ? — A.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  one  legislature,  and  was  a  highly  respected  citizen,  so  I  am  told,  out  in  the  section  of  the 
city  where  I  now  live.  Ihad  not  very  great  personal  acquaintance  with  him.  My  acquaint-^ 
ance  was  of  recent  date,  comparatively. 

Q.  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  abuses  in  the  administration  of  this  navy-yard  to  which  jot> 
could  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge regarding  the  navy-yard. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  RDjthiDfir  about  the  contract  system,  or  bow  tbejfurnUb  supplies  there? 
It  seems  irom  the  investii^ation  that  we  have  maae  that  one  person  furnishes,  and  has  for 
jears famished, all  the  lumber.  Can  jou  explain  how  such  a  thing  as  that  could  occur? — 
A.  No:  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  that  I  suppose  it  is  all  done  through  the 
chief  of  boreau. 

Q.  At  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  the  rules  which  govern  at  all.  Every- 
thio{r  in  our  department  is  let  by  contract,  and  the  lowest  bidder  gets  it.  I  suppose  the  same 
principle  prevails  at  the  navy-yard,  or  ought  to. 

Q.  If  it  did,  it  would  seem  strange  that  one  man  should  be  the  lowest  bidder  all  the  time 
for  a  number  of  years,  would  it  not? — A.  It  would  be  a  very  happy  circumstance  for  him. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  abf>ut  the  contract  for  the  ship  Adams  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
much  about  the  ship.  !rhe  first  contract  that  Mr.  McKay  had  on  it  I  secured  for  him  through 
Geoeral  Butler  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  anything  for  getting  that  contract  ?— -A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  received 
a  dollar  in  my  life. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  one  who  did  ? — A.  Mr.  McMichael,  who  was  a  former  ship-builder, 
was  very  much  interested  in  Mr.  McKay's  having  the  contract,  and  Mr.  McKay  agreed  to 
employ  Mr.  McMichael  as  his  foreman  in  charge  of  the  building  of  the  ship.  I  think  he 
saia  it  was  to  consume  between  ten  and  twelve  months  in  building,  and  he  was  to  pay  him 
$3,(XK)  for  his  services.    This  he  agreed  to  do  with  General  Butler  and  myself. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  writing  to  that  effect? — A.  I  think  that  Mr.  McMichael  had  a  writ- 
ing from  Mr.  McKay  to  that  effect,  if  I  remember  rightly.  At  any  rate,  Mr.  McKay  agreed 
to  do  so,  whether  he  put  it  in  writing  or  not.  That  was  the  understanding  at  the  time.  Mr. 
McMichael,  being  a  citizen  of  East  Boston,  with  Mr.  McKay,  and  being  then  out  of  work,  and 
being  a  practical  ship-builder,  I  thought,  as  a  friend  of  Mr.  McMichael,  that  it  would  be  a 
good  way  to  give  Mr.  McMichael,  as  a  citizen  of  our  district,  employment ;  and  as  I  was 
working  for  Mr.  McKay  merely  to  benefit  the  district,  to  benefit  our  mechanics.  East  Boston 
bciog  a  sbip-bnilding  community,  I  thought  it  was  a  right  and  proper  thing  to  do,  and 
did  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  carried  that  contract  out  with  Mr.  McMichael? — A. 
^0,  be  did  not.  Mr.  McMichael  came  to  me  several  times  after  the  ship  was  commenced, 
>Qd  said  that  Mr.  McKay  wanted  to  get  out  of  it,  and  wanted  to  know  what  it  was  best  to 
do.  I  told  him  I  thought  Mr.  McKay  was  in  honor  bound  (I  am  quite  sure  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Michael bad  a  writing  to  that  effect)  to  give  him  the  place  of  foreman  at  the  compensation 
^reed  upon,  which  was  not  a  large  compensation ;  out  finally  Mr.  McKay  made  so  much 
trouble  about  it  Mr.  McMichael  said  he  would  agree  to  settle  it,  and  I  think  Mr.  McKay  paid 
him  $600  through  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  one  of  our  city  assessors.  I  think  it  was  through  nim. 
I  had  some  talk  with  Mr.  Palmer  about  it,  at  any  rate. 

Q.  Before  this  settlement  was  made  with  Mr.  McKay  was  not  Mr.  McMichael  ordered  to 
rppair  some  iron-clads  in  New  Jersey  by  the  chief  of  bureau  ? — A.  I  think  while  he  was 
D^tiatiog  about  this,  (as  I  say,  he  was  out  of  work,  and  not  a  moneyed  man,)  his  friends 
Mcnred  him  a  position,  which  was  given  him  by  the  Navy  Department,  to  superintend  iron- 
clads in  New  York. 

Q.  Was  that  after  the  contract  was  broken  with  Mr.  McKay  ?— A.  It  was  about  that  time. 
Mv  memory  does  not  serve  me  as  to  the  dates. 
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George  H.  Fogg  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr  Mills  : 

Q.  You  are  in  the  lumber  business  here,  are  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  you  in  1873  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  selling  a  bill  of  lumber  to  Mr.  Trickey  in  September,  1673? — A.  I 
think  I  do. 
Q.  To  what  amount  ?— A.  70,224  feet. 
Q.  At  what  price  did  you  sell  it  ? — A.  §32  per  thousand. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q-  Where  did  that  lumber  go  to  ? — A.  It  went  to  the  navy-yard,  I  suppose. 
Q.  Did  you  deliver  it  ? — A.  I  delivered  it  in  the  water,  in  the  navy -yard  dock. 
Q.  What  was  the  lumber  t — A.  Rough-hewn  timber. 
Q.  Oak  or  pine? — A.  Yellow  pine. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q-  You  delivered  that  lumber  at  the  navy-yard  without  Mr.  Trickey's  being  at  any  ex- 
panse or  cost  at  all  ?— A.  We  delivered  itin  the  water,  and  then  we  left  it.  I  do  not  know 
»bat  was  done  with  it  afterward. 

H'  You  delivered  it  at  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  delivered  it  in  the  wet  dock  where  thej  wanted  it  ? — A.  In  the  ship-dock. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Trickey's  contract  was,  whether  to  deliver  it  in  the  dock  or 
t>n  the  wharf? — A.  I  know  nothing  about  Mr.  Trickej  and  the  navj-jard. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  get  jour  paj  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  could  tell  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  wait  until  Be  got  his  f — A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  you  did  ? — A.  I  believe  we  waited,  but  I  cannot  tell  how  long.  I 
don't  know  but  we  might  have  got  our  pay  very  soon  after. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  tola  you  he  desired  yon  to  wait  until  the  Government 
paid  him  f — A.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  sort.  Mr.  McQuesten,  my  partner,  made  the 
trade  with  Mr.  Trickey,  consequently  I  did  not  have  much  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  price  Mr.  Trickey  got  for  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  was  eastern  pine  plank  worth  two  years  or  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  four-inch 
wharf  plank,  such  as  you  get  in  the  eastern  country?— A.  I  cannot  tell  positively. 

Q.  Well,  what  would  you  sell  40,000  or  50,000  feet  for,  a  year  and  a  half  ago  or  two  years 
affo  ?— A.  I  should  be  loath  to  answer  that  question  under  oath.  I  think  we  sold  it  some- 
wnere  about  $30. 

Q.  What  was  10-inch  timber  worth  16  feet  long,  eastern  pine,  such  as  we  get  out  through 
the  country  here  ? — A.  About  $.1.5. 

Q.  What  were  spruce  boards  worth,  miscellaneous  lengths,  a  year  and  a  half  ago  ? — A. 
We  do  not  deal  in  them. 

Q.  Six-inch  pine,  16  feet  long,  would  that  be  the  same  price  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
Charles  H.  Lewis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr  Mills  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  United  States  dredge-boat  ? — Answer.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  contract  for  the  use  of  th'at  dredge-boat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  did  vou  make  the  contract  ? — A.  I  first  saw  Colonel  Granger  at  the  yard, 
and  told  him  I  would  like  that  boat,  and  he  told  me  I  would  have  to  make  application,  I 
think  it  was,  to  the  commodore,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  I  made  the  applica- 
tion. 

Q.  Was  a  contract  entered  into  that  you  should  have  it,  or  the  use  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  possession  of  the  boat  ?— A.  I  took  it  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Under  what  agreement  ? — A.  The  agreement  was  that  I  should  put  the  dredge  in  re- 
pair. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  make  that  agreement  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

Q.  What  were  the  terms  of  your  agreement  ? — A.  I  was  to  put  the  dredge  in  repair  for 
the  use  of  it  for  nine  months. 

Q.  To  put  it  in  thorough  repair  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  working  order. 

Q.  Furnish  all  the  labor  and  material  necessary  to  put  her  in  working  order  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  any  of  the  labor  or  material  on  that  vessel  furnished  by  the  Government  ? — 
A.  Well,  sir,  I  would  like  to  go  back  and  tell  my  story.  I  am  a  civil  engineer  by  profes- 
sion, and  live  in  New  York.  I  had  a  contract  to  build  a  railroad  in  Maine  and  came  down 
here,  and  when  I  got  here  I  found  I  could  not  build  the  road.  I  was  staying  at  the  Parker 
House,  and  saw  an  advertisement  for  a  dredging  contract.  General  Ledby,  a  partner 
with  me,  was  an  old  dredge-man.  I  had  never  had  any  experience  in  it  at  all.  Col- 
onel Granger  was  a  classmate  with  mo,  and  afterward  a  partner  with  me  for  six  years. 
General  Ledby  and  I  went  over  to  the  navv-yard  and  saw  the  hiilk  of  a  dredge  sunk  there, 
no  machinerv  in  it,  and  General  Ledby,  who  owned  a  dredge  at  Troy,  saio,  '*  If  we  can 
get  that  dredge  and  repair  it  for  less  than  we  can  pull  my  dredge  round  from  Troy,  we  can 
l^et  that  contract."  It  was  a  contract  for  less  than  $1,100.  We  estimated  that  it  would  cost 
loOO  to  repair  that  dredee.  It  had  been  sunk,  I  think,  for  six  years.  Then  I  made  this  appli- 
cation for  the  dredge  In  tne  proper  form,  whatever  it  was — Colonel  Granger  told  me.  The  au- 
thority came  back  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  I  could  have  that  dredge  if  I  would 
put  it  in  repair  sufficient  to  do  m^  work.  My  work  was  only  for  forty-five  days.  The  har- 
Dor  commissioner.  General  Whiting,  told  me  that  I  could  finish  it  in  forty-five  days,  and 
we  thought  we  could  repair  that  dredge  cheaper  than  we  could  haul  one  round  alongshore 
from  Troy.  General  Leahy  thought  we  could  repair  her  for  about  $500.  I  have  got  my 
bills  here  of  all  the  repairs  that  we  had  made.  We  had  a  daily  roll,  and  I  took  the  money 
over  there  and  paid  those  men.     1  think  it  was  $500  or  $600.    I'gave  the  money  to  pay  the 
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men  to  Mr.  Cassidj,  the  head  carpeDter  of  the  yard,  I  helieve,  and  he  paid  the  meu.  I 
went  over  one  day  to  pa^  them,  and  the  amount  was  more  than  I  expected,  and  I  went 
oreraootber  day  and  paid  them. 

Q.  Who  was  present  when  jrou  paid  Mr.  Cassidj  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  General 
Ledby  was  with  me  -or  not. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Graneer  present  ? — A.  Mr.  Granfrer  would  not  take  the  money.  I  drew  my 
cbeck,  payable  to  Colonel  Granger,  and  he  would  not  take  the  money.  He  told  me  to  give 
it  to  Mr.Cassidy,  and  1  gave  it  to  Mr.  Cas3idy.  I  do  not  know  bat  1  am  a  little  mistaken 
about  tbe  time,  but  I  know  that  one  time  when  I  went  over  I  took  a  check  and  they  could 
not  get  it  cashed.  They  sent  it  down  to  the  grocery  where  the  officers  congregate,  and 
they  could  not  get  the  money  on  it,  so  I  had  to  go  over  again.  I  gave  the  money  to  Mr. 
Cassidj,  and  he  had  the  pay-roll  made  up,  from  which  I  paid  those  men.  My  impression  is 
the  amouDt  was  between  $500  and  $600. 

Q.  Tbat  was  for  labor  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  pay  anything  for  material  ? — A.  I  did  not  have  anv  material. 
'  Q.  Who  famished  the  material  ?— A.  There  was  no  material  furnished. 

Q.  Was  there  not  any  lumber  furnished  ? — A.  I  don*t  think  I  paid  for  any.  There  were 
two  planks  put  into  that  dredge  that  I  did  not  care  to  have  in ;  or  course,  I  jnerely  wanted 
the  aredge  to  stay  up  until  I  could  do  this  job. 

Q.  If  jou  paid  several  hundred  dollars  for  labor,  it  seems  to  me  there  must  have  been 
some  material  famished  which  was  worked  up  into  that  dredge  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  where 
it  was  worked  up. 

Q.  They  must  have  had  something  to  labor  with  if  you  paid  them  between  $500  and 
|6C)0.— A.  It  was  sunk,  and  it  cost  me  a  great  deal  to  raise  it.  That  was  the  principal  ex- 
pense.   It  was  sunk  in  five  feet  of  soft  dock-mud. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  Mr.  Granger  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  would  not  take  the  money  ;  I  offered 
it  to  bim. 

Q.  You  did  not  pay  him  anything  to  assist  you  in  getting  the  dredge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  YOU  pay  Mr.  Cassidy  anything t — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  pay  him  anything,  but 
my  clerk  did. 

Q.  How  much  did  he  pay  him  ? — A.  He  paid  him  $20.  I  know  that  he  charged  it  to  me, 
ind  as  be  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine  I  suppose  he  paid  him  the  money.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  it. 

Q.  Was  that  all  that  was  paid  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  ? — A.  A  man  named  Whitney  was  paid. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  ? — A.  One  was  paid  $*20  and  this  other  $25.  I  think  there 
was  more  paid.     I  think  Whitney  received  a  payment  of  $10. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  receive  anvthing?— A.  I  think  that  was  all. 

Q>  Was  Mr.  Buckley  paid  anything — another  of  the  workmen  there? — A.  I  do  not  know 
bim. 

Q-  Was  Mr.  Little  paid  anything  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  him.  I  think  those  were  the  only 
two  tbat  were  paid. 

Q.  There  were  three  payments  made,  one  of  $*20,  one  of  $25,  and  one  of  $10  7 — A.  I  know 
tbat  those  payments  are  charged  to  me.    I  know  my  clerk  paid  the  money. 

Q.  Was  the  course  of  Mr.  Granger  in  that  transaction  entirely  honest  and  upright,  as  far 
w  yon  bad  any  dealings  with  him  ? — A.  Why,  yes,  sir ;  just  as  upright  as  ever  an/thing 
was  in  tbe  world.  In  met,  he  would  not  extend  to  me  the  same  facilities  that  I  should  have 
mpposed  an  outsider,  a  perfect  stranger,  would  have  done,  and  he  was  a  classmate  of  mine 
uid  a  partner  lor  six  years  in  business.  He  simply  said  to  me,  *^  Colonel,  I  would  rather 
joa  wonldn't  take  this  dredge,"  and  he  would  not  receive  a  dollar  of  money.  I  made  out  a 
cbeck  to  him  and  handed  it  to  him,  but  he  would  not  take  it. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  anything  to  him  for  himself  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  dollar. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  that  the  money  that  yon  paid  for  those  laborers,  between  $500  and 
f6(Hi,  is  distinct  from  the  $20,  $25,  and  $10  payments  that  you  made  to  those  two  men.  That 
was  for  themselves,  was  it  ? — A.  That  was  for  themselves ;  yes,  sir.  • 

Q>  What  consideration  did  they  render  to  you  for  that  t — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  as  there 
was  any  particular  consideration.  They  were  very  accomraodatinflr  when  we  were  working 
tbeie.  I  did  not  go  over  much  myself.  My  brother-in-law  had  charge  of  it.  He  was  my 
clerk. 

Q.  Did  these  parties  tell  you  they  were  working  up  Government  material  into  the  boat, 
getting  lumber  from  the  Government  ?— A.  O,  no,  sir.  They  did  not  tell  me  anything  about 
jt  >t  all.  My  clerk  osed  to  go  off  boating  with  Cassidy,  and  he  was  a  verv  great  friend  of 
bis,  and  thought  there  might  be  some  things  which  we  might  want  which  belonged  to  that 
dredge,  tackle  and  rope,  and  one  thing  and  another,  which  ought  to  go  with  the  dredge,  and 
wter  we  went  on  to  the  ground  to  work  he  would  go  back  there  and  gei  those  things.  I 
went  there  for  material  at  one  time  and  saw  Mr.  Cassidy, 'and  he  said  it  was  no  use  to  go  up 
»ni  tee  Mr.  Granger,  he  could  probably  fix  the  thing  himself. 

Q'  You  have  been  in  business  here  some  time  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  live  in  New  York. 

Q.  Do  you  not  live  in  Boston  ? — A.  I  am  living  here  now  with  my  family.  I  have  not 
^t  tbroogh  with  that  job  yet.    The  Government  took  that  dredge  away  from  me,  and  I  have 
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lost  from  six  to  ten  thousand  dollars  on  that  job.     I  have  got  bills  amounting  to  $1,270,  C 
work  that  was  done  on  that  dredge  outside,  to  put  it  in  proper  order,  and  just  as  I  got  it 
good  order  down  came  an  order  from  Washington  to  take  it  awaj  from  me,  because  the: 
men  in  Boston  thought  I  was  off  mj  territory  here. 

Q.  Were  yon  off  your  territory  ? — A   They  thought  they  ought  to  control  the  dredgic 
in  Boston  Harbor  themselves. 

Q.  Were  you  doing  anything  here  except  what  your  contract  bound  you  to  do  ? — A.  K 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  do  a  job  of  private  dredging? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  a  job  of  private  dred 
ing;  that  is  what  brought  on  the  trouble.  I  would  load  my  scows  at  night,  and  if  I  cot 
not  get  off  on  the  tide  1  would  tie  them  at  the  Marble  wharf,  and  I  had  dumped  two  or  thi 
scows  there ;  that  is,  they  would  dump  themselves,  roll  over  and  turn  bottom-side  up 
spill  before  morning ;  perhaps  the  water  would  become  rough  in  the  harbor,  and  the  wa- 
in them  would  g^t  to  shaking  and  the  dirt  would  be  thrown  over.  I  took  a  private  job  ^^^ 
the  party  that  owns  the  Marble  wharf,  and  did  it  lower  than  the  regular  rates  here,  beca^::^ 
I  considered  I  had  helped  fill  up  his  dock.  1  believe  that  job  belonged  to  Mr.  Wooley,  ^^.^ 
he  made  a  ^eat  iuss  about  it.  I  did  not  know  him  from  a  side  of  sole-leather.  That  ^s^j 
the  only  pnvate  job  I  did,  but  that  was  inside  of  the  time  I  had  the  dredgfe  from  theGrov^^^ 
ment. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  those  coils  of  rope  that  you  used  on  the  dredge  ?— A^  / 
cannot  answer  that ;  I  did  not  get  them  myself,  but  I  think  they  came  through  either  Oai. 
sidy  or  Whitney. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  did  get  them  7 — A.  Well,  my  clerk  must  have  got  them ;   X  Jo 
not  know  from  whom. 

Q.  Where  is  your  clerk  ? — A.  He  is  at  Somerville. 

Q.  He  is  not  in  the  city  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  but  he  is  only  two  miles  out. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  We  have  had  information  that  that  boat  when  you  began  work  on  it  was  upon 
blocks. — A.  Well,  sir,  she  was  not  upon  blocks ;  she  was  sunk  from  six  to  seven  feet,  tbe 
stem  of  her,  in  the  mud,  and  the  bow  was  upon  blocks ;  she  was  in  a  great  deal  worse  po- 
sition than  if  she  had  been  lying  fiat. 

Q.  How  was  the  dredge  hauled  up  t    What  did  you  do  to  get  it  up  ? — A.  I  paid  far  it. 

Q.  You  paid  these  men  for  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Granger  used  a  steam-engine  to  pull  it  up  at  the  Govern- 
ment's expense  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  steam-engine  used  there. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  for  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  engine  and  machin6rv  were  all  put  on  board  the  boat  without  expense  to  yon, 
were  they  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  understanding. 

Q.  With  whom  ? — A.  It  was  the  understanding  I  had,  that  the  principal  part  of  the  ex- 
pense that  I  was  to  go  to  was  to  raise  that  hulk  and  put  it  in  repair. 

Q.  Yon  have  sworn  that  you  made  no  specification  except  that  you  would  take  that  balk 
and  put  it  in  thorough  repair,  and  return  it  to  the  Government  at  the  end  of  ninety  dsjs* 
in  good  condition  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  when  you  made  that  contract,  that  you  were  to  do  every  thing 
to  it? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not,  for  this  reason.  I  asked  them  where  the  machiuery  vm '• 
they  said,  **  There  is  all  the  machinery  there."  I  said,  **  Perhaps  some  portion  of  the  o*- 
chinery  is  gone."  I  went  up  to  the  machine-shop,  and  either  Colonel  Granger,  or  the  head 
machinist,  told  me  (that  was  the  understanding  I  had)  that  thev  should  put  che  machioerj 
on  board,  because  I  only  estimated  upon  $500  to  do  the  whole  job. 

Q.  Your  letter  says  |l,000.— A.  Limited  to  $1,000. 

Q.  Not  "limited;"  the  correspondence  with  the  Department  at  Washington  speaks «» 
$1,000.— A.  I  guess  they  said  that  they  thought  $1,000  would  put  it  in  repjiir.  Thev  ca"« 
and  painted  the  dredge,  and  did  other  things  which  I  did  not  care  anything  about,  which  1 
did  not  want  done,  because  I  was  piessed  for  time. 

Q.  But  you  said  you  would  take  the  dredge  as  it  was,  and  put  it  in  repair  ? — A.  All  th»t 
that  had  reference  to  was  to  get  it  up.  The  dredge  was  sunk,  and  that  was  the  prioclp*' 
part  of  the  expense.     I  put  a  house  on  her. 

Q.  Your  contract  did  not  specify  anything  except  that  you  would  take  it  as  it  was.p'^ '' 
in  perfect  repair,  and  return  it  to  the  Government  in  good  order  after  you  had  uied  it  nin^^J. 
days  7— A.  I  spent  $500  or  $600  for  labor  there,  and  1  spent  $1,200  afterward.  As  soooas  1 
got  out  into  the  harbor  the  dredge]broke  down,tand  everything  went  to  pieces  ;  I  do  notkno^' 
gentlemen,  who  is  being  tried  here,  but  I  have  a  little  reputation  at  stake  in  this  thin^  ^J' 
self,  because  it  is  said  here  that  I  had  my  work  done  inside  of  the  navy -yard.  Mr.  ^ortU* 
ington,  of  the  Traveller,  a  friend  of  mine,  and  Mr.  Pulsifer,  of  the  Herald,*have  told  me  lb**' 
though  of  course  they  got  it  from  their  reporters.  . 

[Witness  here  exhibited  a  number  of  bills  which  he  said  had  been  incurred  for  labored 
materials  expended  on  the  dredge  after  it  left  the  navy-yard.] 

Q  Do  yon  say  that  all  these  bills,  amounting  to  $1,278,  were  paid  outside,  beside  the 
$500  or  $000  paid  at  the  yard  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  never  did  a  thousand  dollars'  worth  o' 
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work  with  the  dred^^.  When  I  got  the  dredge  in  pfood  working:  order,  the  Government  took 
it  awaj  from  me,  because  Mr.  Woolej  went  to  the  collector  of  this  port  and  told  him  I  was 
an  interloper  here ;  he  was  a  g-ood  republican,  and  there  was  no  reason  whj  I  should  come 
here  tod  get  on  his  territory  ;  that  is  just  what  he  said  in  his  letter. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  all  theae  bills  relate  to  work  done  on  that  dredge  ? — ^A  Yes,  sir ;  every 
one  of  them  are  dredge-bills.  I  have  spent  $1,700  on  that  dredge,  and  did  not  actually  get 
a  tboasand  dollars'  worth  of  work  out  of  it.  It  would  not  do  the  work.  I  pnt  in  new 
wheels  and  pinions.  In  fact,  I  have  rebuilt  the  machine.  The  largest  bill  here  is  McLaath- 
lin'g,  the  big  machine  and  tool  man  here.  Everv  pinion  on  that  vessel  is  made  of  bell- 
metal,  worth  42  cents  a  pound.  I  went  to  Colonel  Granger  mvself  and  told  him,  **I  think 
yoa  ought  to  furnish  me  spuds.  They  are  all  rotten  :  that  dredge  has  not  been  used  for 
MTen  jears.'*  Colonel  Granger  said,  ^*I  can't  furnish  you  a  dollar:"  and  here  is  the  bill 
where  I  bought  the  spuds  of  Huckins  and  one  other  firm.  I  got  one  stick  of  timber  over 
to  the  navy-yard  for  a  dipper-handle. 

Q.  It  appears  that  they  spent  $1,200  on  that  dredge  over  at  the  navy -yard  ? — A.  I  don*t 
know  where  they  spent  it. 

Q.  They  furnished  Manila  rope,  you  say  ?— A.  I  returned  the  Manila  rope. 

Q.  Butyou  had  the  use  of  it  while  you  had  the  dredge  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  in  value  do  you  suppose  that  was  7 — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  $150. 
I  cannot  see  where  they  spent  $1,200  on  that  dredge.  All  they  did  under  Heaven  was  to 
take  the  machinery  which  nad  been  taken  out,  and  put  it  in  again. 

Q.  Did  they  not  repair  her  keel  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  any  repairing  that  they  did  except 
to  put  in  three  planks  which  I  did  not  want. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  hole  in  her  7 — A.  There  was  one  plank  which  was  broken  in.  Colonel 
Granger  came  out  there  one  day  in  a  steam-yacht  when  I  was  there,  and  the  crane  would 
rick  and  spring  a  little.  It  had  been  that  wav  ever  since  I  had  been  out.  That  was  the 
best  part  of  it :  but  he  sent  his  man  over,  and  be  put  on  a  lot  of  clamp-screws,  and  detained 
me  a  whole  day.  I  did  not  want  it  done  at  all,  and  after  it  was  done  it  did  not  work,  be- 
cause the  rest  of  it  was  loose.  I  asked  him  what  he  wanted  to  do  that  for,  and  he  said  be- 
raose  it  might  drop  off  and  fall  into  the  river.  This  money  that  my  clerk  paid  Mr.  Cassidy 
and  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  small  amount,  and  he  says  he  paid  it  because  he  wanted  to  get 
tackle  and  blocks,  and  one  thing  and  another,  and  he  thought  it  was  right,  because  it 
was  going  back  to  the  Government,  and  it  has  gone  back. 

Q-  Tou  gave  that  money  to  Cassidy  and  Whitney  for  the  sake  of  getting  something  from 
the  Government  which  you  could  not  otherwise  get,  did  you  not? — A.  My  clerk  did  that 
for  the  simple  reason  that  Colonel  Granger  told  me  he  would  not  give  me  a  single  thing. 
The  first  day  that  I  got  on  the  ground  my  dredge  broke,  and  I  went  over  myself  to  Colonel 
Granger,  and  he  says,  **I  cannot  do  a  single  thing.*'  Then  I  went  to  McLauthlin.  Here 
are  my  bills  for  $1,278.  I  went  over  one  day  to  see  Colonel  Granger  myself,  and  met  Cas- 
iidj,  and  says  he,  **I  guess  it  is  no  use  to  go  and  see  Granger."  I  wanted  something  or 
other,  I  forget  what  it  was  now,  and  I  guess  likely  I  got  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  not  understand  yon  to  say  that  you  put  a  house  on  her  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there 
•re  the  bills. 

Q.  Did  you  do  it  by  your  men,  or  did  the  Government  put  it  on  ? — A.  I  did  it  after  I  took 
the  dredge  away  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  The  house  was  not  put  on  there  at  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  lumber  for  it  was  not  furnished  by  the  Government  t — A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  the 
hmber-bill  there.  I  know  I  furnished  the  lumber.  I  got  nothing  myself  out  of  the  navy- 
yard,  Wt,  as  I  say,  my  clerk  did  get  some  things  there.  I  do  not  think  they  all  amounted 
to  a  great  siffht,  but  I  do  not  know  what  they  amounted  to ;  but  if  they  expended  $1,200, 
I  do  not  see  now  in  the  world  it  could  have  been  done  ;  that  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  yon  paid  anybody  for  the  use  of  this  dredge  except  those  men,  Cassidy  and 
Whitney?— A.  Not  a  dollar. 

Q.  And  that  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  to  do  certain  things  which  they  would 
notiotherwise  do  7 — ^A.  I  suppose  that  is  the  way.  I  should  say,  if  I  bad  the  same  thing  to 
do  over  t^^in,  I  should  go  and  take  the  blocks  and  tackle  and  anything  that  I  wanted, 
knowing  that  it  was  all  to  go  back  again. 

Q.  Hare  you  got  a  bill  for  that  shovel  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  for  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  intend  to  pay  for  it  7 — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  got  a  bill  against  the  State 
^or  ^534  for  materials  which  they  have  not  paid  me  for,  and  this  thing  has  been  brought 
op  there.    It  is  nothing  but  malice  in  this  Mr.  Wooley.     He  has  pursued  me  all  through. 
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Boston,  March  27,  1876, 
Freeman  M.  Josselvn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  you  are.clerk  for  Mr.  Paymaster  Abbott  ? — Answer. 
I  am. 

Q.  Will  yon  state  whether  Mr.  Trickey  sold  the  navy-yard  a  certain  amount  of  pine  lum- 
ber during  the  month  of  October,  1873,  amounting  to  70,000  feet? — A.  1  find  it  so  recorded 
on  the  requisition-book. 

Q.  Please  state  at  what  price  he  sold  that  lumber  to  the  Qoyemment  T — A.  Of  that  I  am 
not  informed,  but  the  estimate  is  $45  per  thousand  for  50,000  feet  of  yellow  pine,  and  $55 
per  thousand  for  20,000  feet  of  yellow  pine,  aud  I  judge  that  that  is  very  near  the  price 
paid. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
John  B.  Huckins  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  lumber-man  here  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  making  a  bid  for  6,000  feet  of  white-oak  timber,  which  was  to  be 
supplied  to  the  Government,  some  time  ago  7 — A.  I  made  a  bid  some  time  ago.  I  do  oot 
know  what  amount  it  was.  • 

O.  Did  you  have  any  conversation,  before  you  made  that  bid,  with  any  person,  or  confer 
with  Mr.  Trickey  f — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  The  bid  was  made  by  my 
brother. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not,  when  bids  are  put  out  here  for  supplies  for  the  navy- 
yard,  for  lumber,  for  iostance,  as  that  is  in  your  line,  that  notices  are  sent  only  to  a  few 
persons,  or  are  they  sent  to  a  good  many  persons  dealing  in  lumber  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it.     I  don't  know  as  I  ever  saw  a  notice. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lumber-men  get  together  and  make  combinations  to  prevent 
competition  ? — A.  No,  sir.  , 

Q.  Has  your  firm  ever  made  any  combinations  of  that  sort  with  Mr.  Trickey  ? — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  interest  for  bidding  on  that  lumber? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  your  bid  was  ? — A.  Ninety-odd  cents,  I  believe. 

Q.  Why  did  you  bid  so  high  f  You  certainly  did  not* want  the  contract  f — A.  I  did  not 
see  the  proposal,  and  donH  know  what  it  was.  My  brother  told  me  at  one  time  that  he  had 
put  in  a  bid  for  some  timber  at  the  navy-yard.    That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  It  was  knocked  off  to  Mr.  Trickey  at  90  cents,  an(f  your  bid,  you  say,  was  over  90 
cents  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  your  firm  had  any  interest  in  the  lumber  ? — A.  Not  a 
cent. 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  any  of  the  profits  from  it  ? — A.  Not  a  dollar. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  furnish  any  of  the  lumber  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  that  lumber  on  hand  1 — A.  I  presume  not,  of  the  kind  they  wanted. 
Q.  What  was  white-oak  timber  worth  in  the  market  about  that  time  last  fall  f — A.  It  was 
worth  all  the  way  from  sixty  cents  a  cubic  foot  to  a  dollar. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Could  you  sell  white-oak  timber  to  other  ship-builders  at  those  rates  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
have  got  timber  on  my  wharf  to*day  that  cost  me  over  a  dollar  a  foot. 

Q.  White-oak  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  it  come  from  ? — A.  It  came  from  Tennessee. 

Q.  How  do  yon  get  white-oak  timber  from  Tennessee  ? — A.  Have  it  bronght  by  rail. 

Q.  What  kind  of  timber  is  that  ?— A.  It  is  first-rate  timber,  16  by  22,  16  by  20,  and  15 
by  20. 

Q.  W^as  this  timber  that  was  to  be  furnished  under  the  contract  with  Mr.  Trickey  of  that 
kind? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you,  because  I  did  not  see  the  proposal. 

Q.  What  is  white-oak  timber  that  you  get  from  Maryland  worth,  say  in  quantities  of 
5,000  or  6,000  feet  ?— A.  It  is  worth  all  the  way  from  $20  to  $40  a  ton.  Forty  feet  is  a  ton. 
That  would  be,  at  $40  a  ton,  a  dollar  a  foot.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  timber, 
you  know.  There  is  large  and  small,  and  choice  pieces  ;  crooked  pieces  and  stem-pieces 
come  high. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q*.  I  understand  it  was  straight  timber  that  was  furnished  to  the  Government. — A.  I 
cannot  tell  you  anything  about  that,  because  I  did  not  see  that  proposal.  I  understood  my 
brother  that  he  haa  put  in  a  bid  one  day.  My  brother  is  here  in  the  city,  and  I  am  over  to 
East  Boston.     I  attend  on  the  wharf,  and  he  attends  to  the  business  in  the  city. 
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Bj  ICr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  the  market-price  of  ship-timber  to-day  t— A.  There  is  reallv  no  price  to-day. 
I  hare  got  some  oo  my  wbarf  which  I  should  be  glad  to  sell  at  considerably  less  than  cost. 
It  is  common  limber.  I  should  sell  it  to-day,  to  any  one,  at  $14  a  ton 

Q.  Which  woaid  be  less  than  fifty  cents  a  foot  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  cost  yon  more  than  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

ByMr.Jo5ES: 

Q.  WlatdoyoQ  consider  timber  has  been  worth  any  time  within  a  year,  such  as  the  Gov- 
enmient  has  been  buying^  to  saw  up  into  planks — round  logs  t — A.  They  do  not  have  round 
legs ;  they  require  better  qualities  of  timber  than  we  keep  on  our  wharf.  They  have  choice 
tiipber,  well  got  out.  It  has  to  be  lone  lengths,  and  it  is  large  timber,  squared  timber,  and 
it  is  a  better  class  of  timber  than  we  keep  on  our  wharf  over  there  to  sell.  It  is  worth  all 
the  waj  from  sixty  cents,  as  I  told  yon,  to  a  dollar  a  foot. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  aof^  lumber  on  your  wharf? — A.  No,  sir.  We  keep  hard  pine,  oak  tim- 
bc,  and  some  spruce,  but  no  white  pine. 

Q.  You  buy  tnis  timber  to  sell  to  ship-builders  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  it  from,  mostly  ? — A.  The  oak  timber  comes  mostly  from  Virginia  ; 
the  bard  pine  from  Georgia. 


Boston.  March  27,  1876. 
Pembroke  8.  Huckins  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

QaestioD.  Do  yon  remember  putting  in  a  bid  some  time  last  year  for  6,000  feet  of  white- 
oak  timber  that  was  advertised  tor  by  the  navy-yard  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  your  bid  was  ? — A.  Something  over  ninety  cents. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation,  or  any  agreement,  with  Mr.  Trickey  about  putting 
four  bid  in  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect  what  conversation  I  had  with  him  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  agreement  with  him  that  your  bid  was  to  be  over  ninety  cents  f — 
A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Trickey,  whether  it  was  to  be  over 
luaety  cents  or  under  ninety  cents. 

(^.  What  conversation  did  you  have  with  him  on  the  subject  f  You  conversed  together 
>boat  making  your  bids,  did  you  not  ? — A.  I  think  be  said  something  to  me  about  the  bid. 
I  pat  a  bid  in,  I  think,  at  ninety-five  cents.   I  am  not  certain ;  it  might  have  been  less. 

Q.  You  and  he  conversed  about  it  beforehand  ? — A.  I  think  he  might  have  said  something 
tome. 

Q.  Did  he  not? — A.  Well,  I  think  he  did,  but  what  he  said  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  You  know  he  did  have  a  conversation  with  you  about  it  ? — A.  Well,  he  said  something 
to  me  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  He  wanted  you  to  put  in  a  bid,  did  he  not,  at  95  cents  ? — A.  I  can't  say  he  wanted  me 
to  put  it  in  at  95  cents.    He  wanted  me  to  put  in  a  bid,  and  I  put     t 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  he  not  know  what  your  bid  was,  or  about  what  it  was  ? — A.  I  think  he  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  what  his  was  ? — A.  I  canH  say  as  to  that. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  It  was  an  accommodation  bid  ;  did  you  not  intend  to  furnish  the  lumber  7 — A.  I  did,  if 
the  GoTemment  gave  me  the  contract. 

By  the  CHAIRMAN : 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  he  was  going  to  bid  under  you  ;  did  he  not  tell  you  so  f — A.  No, 
Bir^  he  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  he  was  7— A.  I  might  have  guessed  at  it. 

Q*  Did  you  have  any  interest  in  it  7 — A.  None  at  all. 

Q-  Did  you  receive  any  of  the  profits  from  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  cent. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  any  of  the  lumber  ? — A.  I  furnished  two  sticks  the  other  day. 

Q*  Did  you  furnish  any  of  that  6,000  feet  7 — A.  This  was  to  make  up  that  contract,  and 
*»t  was  rejected  that  I  sent  there.  He  bought  two  sticks  of  me,  and  afterward  he  told  me 
wj  were  rejected.    They  are  over  in  the  yard  now. 

Q-  Is  that  all  jou  furnished  7 — A.  That  is  every  stick. 

Q.  IMd  he  compensate  you  in  any  other  way  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  interest  in  any  other  of  his  bids  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q'  How  came  he  to  talk  to  you  about  your  bid  7— A.  That  I  cannot  siy. 
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Q.  Do  you  and  he  frequently  talk  about  such  things  ?— A.  Never  before,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  since  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  any  way  interested  togrether  in  bidding?  t — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  sold  Mr. 
Trickey  timoer. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  sold  him ;  larj^e  amounts  or  small  amounts  ? — A.  Well,  I  thiok 
it  was  two  years  a^o. 

Q.  Did  he  not  g^ive  you  some  little  advance  on  the  market-price  ? — A.  No.  He  owed  u 
when  he  failed,  and  we  have  not  got  any  money  yet,  and  never  shall,  I  g^uess. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  you  this  question,  whether  you  did  not  understand  that  mr  bid 
was  merely  to  help  him  fix  his  price  for  the  lumber,  to  give  the  appearance  of  competition  t- 
A.  Well,  perhaps  so. 

Q.  Is  that  not  the  fact,  that  he  wanted  a  competing  bid  ? — ^A.  I  suppose  it  was  so. 

Q.  So  that  upon  the  face  of  things  it  would  look  as  though  two  men  bid,  and  he  made 
the  lowest  bid  f — A.  I  suppose  he  made  the  lowest  bid,  because  he  got  the  contract. 

Q.  You  understood  that  ne  wanted  it  for  that  purpose,  to  give  an  appearance  of  competi- 
tion?— ^A.  Well,  it  might  be  so. 

Q.  Is  not  that  your  impression  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.     I  suppose  it  is. 

Q.  Now,  you  knew  at  the  time,  did  you  not,  that  either  of  those  bids,  the  90  or  the  95  cent 
bid,  was  far  above  the  market-price  of  that  lumber  T — A.  No,  sir.  I  don*t  think  it  was  aboretbe 
market-price.    I  think  95  cents  was  a  fair  price  for  that  kind  of  lumber. 

Q.  Could  you  not  buy  it  in  this  market  for  much  less  than  that  t — A.  Well,  two  years  ago 
I  bought  some  timber,  and  paid  $85  a  thousand  for  it,  more  than  a  dollar  a  cubic  foot,  and 
I  have  got  it  on  the  wharf  now. 

Q.  Cannot  sell  it  7 — A.  I  cannot  sell  it. 

Q.  At  that  price  t — ^A.  I  cannot  sell  it  at  the  price  I  gave  for  it,  and  I  gave  over  a  dolUra 
foot  for  it  a  year  ago  last  fall. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  the  fair  market-price  for  white-oak  ship-timber,  such  as  the  Got* 
-«rnment  uses,  has  been  for  the  last  two  years  ? — A.  Well,  from  60  to  9u  cents.  It  dependi 
upon  what  they  want.  The  Government  requires  very  nice  timber.  It  must  be  all  12  inches 
at  the  top  end,  and  free  of  sap.  You  can  buy  ship- timber  in  the  market,  but  the  Govemmeot 
would  not  take  it,  for  a  great  deal  less  than  that. 

Q.  How  much  less  7 — A.  I  know  ship-timber  worth  about  50  cents  a  cubic  foot,  common 
oak  timber,  the  Government  would  not  take.  The  last  cargo  I  had,  I  do  not  think  the  Gov- 
ernment would  have  taken  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  it,  for  I  picked  out  those  two  stlck<< 
•as  I  tell  you,  for  Mr.  Trickey,  and  they  were  two  as  good  sticks  as  I  could  find,  and 
they  woula  not  take  them. 

Q.  So  far  as  that  bid  was  concerned,  you  had  no  expectation  of  getting  the  contract 
on  it,  had  yout — A.  It  was  a  bid  which  I  put  in  at  his  request. 

Q.  Without  any  expectation  of  getting  any  benefit  from  it  yourself,  was  it  notf-^ 
Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Then  of  course  you  knew  that  your  bid  was  higher  than  his? — A.  Well,  no: I^^' 
not  know  as  I  knew.  I  did  not  know  what  his  bjd  was.  He  did  not  tell  mo  wbsthii 
•bid  was. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  But  he  knew  what  yours  would  be? — A.  Yes.  sir;  I  think  he  did. 


Boston,  March  27,  li?76. 
Thomas  S.  Haskell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Were  you  a  clerk  for  Mr.  Granger  during  the  period  when  the  dredger  wi 
being  repaired? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  yon  receive  daily  reports  from  the  machinists  and  carpenters  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  those  reports  disclose  upon  their  face  what  the  men  were  doing  ? — A.  I  recei' 
-two  morning-reports.  One  morning-report  is  for  the  purpose  of  telling  where  the  men  wc 
•St  work  yesterday,  to  compile  our  report  from  ;  the  other  morning'report  is  one  that  has  be 
in  vog^e  now  about  two  years  and  a  half,  for  the  commandant,  tnat  he  may  know  whi 
the  men  are  at  work  during  the  day — where  they  are  at  work  just  as  the  report  is  made  o^ 
It  is  a  report  that  simply  states  the  number  of  laboring  men,  where  employed,  and  hi 
employed.  This  report  is  made  in  the  morning  at  9  o*clock,  and  simply  states  the  XtX 
they  are  doing  at  that  time,  and  therefore  the  other  morning-report  is  the  report  whidi 
£gnre  our  time  from. 
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Q.  I  understand  that  jou  make  ao  abstract  or  coDdeDsed  report  to  the  commandant  every 
dayt— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  that  report  show  where  the  men  are  employed  during:  the  daj  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it 
shows  where  and  now  they  are  employed  at  the  time  the  report  is  made  out. 

Q.  Did  those  consolidated  reports  which  you  made  to  the  commodore  show  that  any  men 
were  at  work  upon  the  dredger? — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Every  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  often? — A.  My  attention  was  called  one  day  to  a  report  that  bore  "  Dredjfer" 
on  it.  KnowinfT  the  fact,  that  that  work  was  to  be  performed  by  the  person  who  was  to  re- 
ceive tht)  loan  of  the  dredger,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  civil  engineer  to  that  fact,  and  a 
messenger  was  sent  for  Mr.  Whitney  and  Mr.  Cassidy.  On  both  of  their  reports  I  have 
fooodthis  item.  The  ciyil  engineer  called  them  up,  and  asked  them  what  they  were  doing 
to  the  dredger,  and  why  they  were  doing  it.  Mr.  Whitney  spoke  to  the  civil  engineer  and 
informed  him  that  it  was  a  slight  job,  and  it  had  already  been  done.  The  civil  engineer 
asked  him,  '*  What  right  had  you  to  place  anv  men  on  the  dredger?''  He  said  he  had  no 
right    This  was  in  my  presence,  and  in  the  civil  engineer's  office. 

Q.  For  how  many  days  in  succession  did  your  daily  reports  disclose  the  fact  that  men 
were  at  work  on  the  dredger  ? — A.  I  am  in  doubt. 

Q.  Was  it  not  right  along  for  forty  days  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  guess  the  reports  from  the  fore- 
man machinist  and  joiner  had  it  in  for  as  many  as  fifteen  or  twenty  days. 

Q.  That  is,  both  the  machinist's  and  carpenter's  report  ? — A.  They  were  not  consecative. 
Sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  another,  as  far  as  I  have  looked  over  the  reports. 

Q.  Then  yon  did  have  shown  to  yon  by  one  of  the  morning-reports  the  fact  that  men 
were  working  there  right  along  for  a  good  many  days  on  the  dredger  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  they 
both  caone  to  our  office,  but  there  are  only  two  clerks  to  perform  the  duties  of  four  men. 
The  store-clerk  is  Mr  Delano,  and  I  am  clerk  of  the  civil  engineer,  and  do  the  duties  of  time- 
clerk.  To  do  that  work,  we  divide  it.  He  does  what  he  can  of  the  figuring,  and  I  compile 
the  accounts  monthly,  and  make  this  report  to  the  commandant  every  moruiug,  and  he  takes 
the  record  of  the  foremen. 

Q.  Oo  any  of  your  morning-reports  to  the  commandant  did  you  show  that  men  were  at 
work  on  the  dredger  ?->A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did.  It  struck  me  all  of  a  sudden  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  there.  Whether  that  was  one  of  the  first  reports  where  the  dredger  appeared  or 
the  last  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  It  struck  you  all  of  a  sudden  that  there  was  something  wrong  ? — A.  No  ;  it  struck 
mean  of  a  sudden  that  it  ought  not  to  be  there. 

Q.  You  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Granger  to  it,  and  he  called  the  men  up,  and  they 
made  the  explanation  which  you  have  stated  ? — A.  They  made  that  explanation,  and  he 
«aid,  '*  You  will  from  to-day  do  no  work  on  the  dredger." 

Q.  This  was  after  the  work  had  been  done,  was  it  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Was  that  after  your  attention  had  been  called  to  it  by  the  commandant  ?— A.  No, sir; 
the  commandant  bad  not  called  my  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Had  the  fact  become  public  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  any  complaint  been  made  that  the  dredger  was  being  prepared  at  Government 
expense?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Could  not  the  civil  engineer,  by  looking  at  those  morniug-reports,  see  where  his  men 
*ere  at  work  every  day  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  in  looking  at  those  morning-reports,  they  came 
^der  my  eye  to  compile  them. 

Q.  Did  he  not  look  at  them  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  every  day.  He  would  look  at  the  con- 
densed daily  reports.  The  condensed  daily  reports  bore  that,  but  he  probably  sometimes 
would  not  cast  his  eye  over  them. 

Q.  Was  it  not  his  duty  to  know  where  the  men  were  every  day  ? — A.  Y''es,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  in  point  of  fact  he  had  the  returns  before  him  f — A.  The  condensed  reports. 

Q.  And  you  had  the  extended  reports  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Either  of  them  were  accessible  to  him  if  he  had  seen  fit  to  look  at  them  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  consolidated  or  compiled  report,  as  you  call  it,  that  was 
<^^ed  to  the  commandant  every  morning,  showed  that  those  men  were  at  work  on  the 
Wger?— A.  Ye*,  air ;  I  think  they  do  show  it. 

Q.  Then,  as  a  consequence  of  that,  if  Mr.  Granger  is  guilty  by  reason  of  being  informed 
hj  bis  morning-reports  that  those  men  were  working  en  the  dredger,  the  commandant  is 
^nally  guilty,  you  say  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  l>oth  had  the  same  amount  of  information  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  morning-reports  in  the  interim  while  this 
<indger  business  was  going  on  were  taken  by  the  other  committee,  and  were  at  their  dis* 
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poftal,  and  I  believe  tbej  were  forwarded  with  the  other  docaments,  altbongh  I  am  notcoQ. 
ndent  of  it,  because  I  do  Dot  kuow. 

Q.  How  is  material  taken  from  the  stores  of  the  Government  bj  the  hands  when  at 
work  ? — A.  If  a  foreman  desires  any  material,  he  makes  an  order  now.  He  used  to  mske 
a  request,  but  now  it  is  an  order.  He  writes  it  out  and  brings  it  to  the  office  of  the  civil 
enfrineer,  and  an  order  is  made  out  on  a  book,  called  the  store-book,  to  draw  the  matensl 
from  the  store.  On  that  order  is  stated  what  it  is  to  be  used  for,  and  whom  to  be  delivered 
to,  and  it  is  signed  by  the  civil  engineer.  Then  it  is  sent  to  the  store-clerk,  whodelirer» 
those  goods  to  the  person  who  asks  for  them.  , 

Q.  Could  the  foreman  machinist  or  foreman  joiner  have  obtained  the  necessary  msteriHis 
to  repair  that  boat  without  permiftsion  of  the  civil  engineer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  how  could  the  foremen  have  obtained  this  material  consistently  with  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  innocence  of  the  civil  engineer  ? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  You  admit  that  the  material  was  obtained  from  the  store  that  went  into  the  boat,  I  sup- 
pose ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  admit  that,  because  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Yon  know  it  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  the  signature  of  Mr.  Granger  ?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Granger  attend  to  his  business  or  leave  it  to  other  folks  t — A.  He  attends  to 
his  business  now. 

Q.  Did  he  then  ? — A.  I  think  he  endeavored  to  do  the  best  he  could,  because  he  was  new 
at  it. 

Q.  He  had  been  in  that  position  about  a  year,  had  he  not  ? — A.  He  had  been  in  jastabont 
a  year. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Was  that  lumber  under  lock  and  key  when  it  was  taken  to  repair  that  dredge  f—A.  The 
lumber-shed  is  under  lock  aud  key.  1  think  it  ought  to  have  been.  I  am  pretty  positive  it 
was. 

Q.  There  was  some  paint  used  on  the  dredger,  was  there  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  under  lock  and  key  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Only  to  be  unlocked  by  permission  of  the  civil  engineer? — A.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
inspector  of  paints. 

Q.  The  civil  engineer  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  ? — A.  That  has  been  issued  from 
the  store,  and  is  at  the  inspector  of  paints'  option  to  use  it  after  he  gets  bis  order  to  perform  , 
his  work. 

Q.  Was  the  material  for  the  machinists'  part  of  the  work  under  lock  and  key,  or  could  he 
obtain  it  surreptitiously  if  he  wanted  to  do  so  ? — A.  I  think  he  could  have  obtained  it.  It  is 
not  under  lock  and  key.   I  think  it  is  accessible  to  him,  a  good  deal  of  it. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  lumber  that  was  accessible  to  the  joiner  ? — ^A.  Yea,  sir;  around  the 
yard  there  may  be.   There  is  a  good  deal  of  lumber  lying  around  there. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  There  is  lumber  enough  lying  around  the  yard  any  time  to  fix  such  a  boat  as  that, 
is  there  not  ? — A.  I  should  judge  so  by  the  looks  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  yard  ? — A.  It  will  be  four  years  this  coming  May. 

Q.  In  the  same  capacity  you  now  occupy  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  clerk  of  the  civil  engineer  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Head  clerk  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  this  fact  that  men  were  employed  on  the  dredger  came  to 
your  knowledge,  and  you  thought  it  w^as  not  right,  because  these  parties  had  agreed  to  repair 
this  dredge  themselves,  without  any  expense  to  the  Government? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Those  daily  reports  were  handed  to  you  every  day,  and  you  had  them  accessible  to 
you  at  any  time  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  could  that  thing  be  going  along  for  thirty  days  with  the  word  **  dredger"  appear* 
ing  on  the  report  almost  every  day,  when  Mr.  Granger,  the  civil  engineer,  knew  it,  or  should 
have  known  it? — A.  I  called  his  attention  to  it  the  moment  I  saw  it  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  call  his  attention  to  it  the  second  time,  or  the  third,  or  fourth,  or  fifth,  or  sixth 
time,  or  did  you  call  his  attention  to  it  once  and  then  let  it  go  by  ? — A.  I  called  his  attention 
to  it  once.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  it  after  that.  It  might  have  been  that  it  escaped  my 
eye. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  see  that  but  once,  and  then  you  called  the  civil  en- 

fineer's  attention  to  it?— A.  That  is  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  it  to  my  knowledge,  and  then 
called  his  attention  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  abstracts  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Who  did  ? — A.  The  foreman.   They  send  them  to  roe,  and  I  compile  them  into  one. 

Q.  You  had  to  compare  every  one  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  look  over  every  one. 
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By  Mr.  MtLLS : 

Q.  You  not  onlj  did  that,  but  you  made  ap  a  consolidated  report  from  the  daily  reports, 
vbicJiroo  sent  to  the  commandant  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  could  you  have  done  that  for  thirty  days  and  not  notice  that  dredger  t— A.  It 
doejoot  strike  me  that  I  could.  The  moment  I  did  see  it  I  called  his  attention  to  it  and  I 
brooi^bt  it  fair  and  square  rieht  to  him,  and  I  wondered  myself,  if  it  had  been  so,  that  I  had 
oerer  tboQght  of  it  prior  to  that.  If  it  had  been  there  half  a  dozen  times  or  twenty  times, 
it  had  escaped  my  notice,  because  the  moment  I  saw  it,  knowing  the  facts  of  the  case,  it 
wt8  mj  doty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  civil  engineer  to  it. 

Bj  Mr.  Jokes  : 

Q.  Were  you  not  down  to  the  dredger  several  times  while  it  was  undergoiug  repair  ? — A. 
Ko.nr. 

Q.Was  not  the  civil  engineer? — A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Did  he  not  go  off  in  a  steam-yacht  where  she  was  being  repaired  ? — A.  I  believe  he 
did,  once. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Were  you  with  Mr.  Hastings  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  shortage  in  the  lumber-account  T — A.  It  was  always 

Q.  How  long  was  it  short  ? — A.  Ever  since  J  have  been  there. 

Q.  Who  was  the  head  of  that  department  when  you  first  went  there  ? — A.  Mr.  Hastings. 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  came  short  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Hastings  allow  lumber  to  go  out  of  the  yard  that  was  not  properly  re- 
}oired? — A.  He  has  made  passes  on  which  it  passed  out. 
Q. Where  it  was  not  properly  entered  on  the  books  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  *' passed  out?" — A.  There  was  lumber  passed  out  that  he  said 
r«  rejected. 

Q.  Was  it  passed  out  of  the  lumber-sheds  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  onlv  know  that  he 
roald  come  and  say  that  there  was  so  much  lumber  to  be  passed  out,  and  I  madd  out  the 
Hues. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  whether  it  was  rejected  or  taken  right  out  of  the  sheds  f — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Bat  you  do  know  that  at  those  times  no  record  was  Icept  of  the  lumber? — A.  It  was 
B  the  passes. 

Q.  Would  the  passes  show  the  amount  of  lumber? — A.  No,  sir  ;  only  a  load. 
Q.  So  that  all  you  would  have  would  be  the  fact  that  lumber  was  passed  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q-  Yon  would  have  the  passes,  but  you  would  not  know  whether  it  was  properly  entered 
notf— A.  No,  sir. 

^.  Were  you  satisfied  it  was  not  properly  entered  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  because  I  was  not  store- 
erk. 

Q.  Have  you  been  store-clerk  since  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  say  the  same  thing  has  not  been  done  since  Mr.  Granger  has  been  there  ? — A. 

i><  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Grander  of  this  shortage  when  he  first  came  in? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  ask  you  about  it? — A.  No, sir;  I  told  him  that  the  material  on  the  yard 

d  not  agree  with  the  material  on  the  books. 

Q.  Wl^t  is  your  explanation  about  it  f — A.  I  have  endeavored  to  find  out,  but  I  could  only 

id  ontin  this  way,  that  Mr.  Hastings  said  that  when  the  material  was  changed  from  under 

le  head  into  the  various  bureaus,  he  believed  that  the  amount  taken  out  of  yards  and  docks 

ver  was  there. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  Mr.  Hastings,  a  short  time  before  he  resigned,  took  an  inventory 
all  the  stock,  and  showed  that  the  amount  on  the  books  was   there  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he 
d. 

Q.  He  bad  told  you  that  it  was  ndt  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  afterward  he  took  an  inventory  and  showed  it  was  there  ?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  at  that  time  that  that  inventory  was  a  fraud  upon  his  successor? — 
.  I  told  him  (Mr.  Granger)  so. 

Q-  W'hat  did  he  say  ? — A.  He  said  he  would  have  it  investigated. 
Q-  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Hastings  that  it  was  a  fraud  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  when  you  told  him  it  was  a  fraud  ? — A.  He  said  he  wanted  to  get 
tier  it  as  easy  as  possible. 

Q.  Did  Tou  tell  anybody  else  what  he  was  doing? — A.  Well,  there  were  two  or  three  men 
Jere  that  knew  at  the  time. 

Q-  Did  the  commandant  know  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  he  did. 
Vi.  Did  you  not  feel  it  your  duy  to  tell  him  i — A.  Well,  I  could  not,  very  well. 
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Q.  Yon  saj  jou  told  Mr.  Hasting^s  that  it  was  a  frand.  Your  miDd.was  satisfied  that  it 
was  a  fraud  perpetrated  on  the  Government.  Did  jou  not  feel  it  jour  duty  as  an  officer  of 
the  Government  to  attend  to  it  1 — A.  I  did ;  but  he  said  he  would  settle  it  in  his  own  way. 

Q.  Did  jon  not  consider  that  it  was  your  duty  to  tell  the  commandant  of  the  yard  that 
this  man  was  defrauding  the  Government  f — A.  I  could  not. 

Q.  Why  not  ? — A.  In  the  first  place  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  inventory,  only  as  the 
figures  came  in.  He  was  writing  a  letter  when  the  inventory  of  the  material  came  in  ac- 
cording with  the  books,  and  I  asked  hini  why  he  made  it  that  way.  He  stated  that  he  bad 
taken  a  correct  survey.  Says  I,  *' Can  you  find  all  tbis  lumber  down  there  f*'  Says  be, 
*'Yes."  Says  I,  *'  Well,  the  store-clerk  states  to  me  that  we  have  not  got  so  much  lumber 
on  hand.'*  I  talked  it  over  with  the  store-clerk.  He  thought  that  Mr.  Hastings  must  have 
measured  it  right, and  he  measured  it  himself  personally. 

Q.  You  just  now  stated  that  you  knew  that  w^as  a  fraud  7 — A.  I  thought  it  was. 

Q.  You  were  bold  enough  to  tell  Mr.  Hastings  that  it  was  a  fraud  that  he  had  perpetrated 
on  the  Government?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  satisfied  it  was  a  fraud,  and  you  were  there  in  the  employment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Did  you  feel  you  were  doing  your  duty  when  you  were  standing  by  and  seeing 
the  Government  swindled  in  that  way  by  the  man  who  was  there  to  protect  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  go  and  inform  some  man  who  had  authority  over  him,  who  could  put 
him  under  arrest,  and  stop  it  1  You  allowed  that  thing  to  go  on  under  your  eye  without  re- 
porting it  to  anybody  until  the  man  resigned  and  went  out. — A.  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  know 
what  my  duty  was  in  the  case.  My  duty,  perhaps,  may  be  clear  now  ;  but  at  the  time,  it 
was  a  very  complicated  case  for  me. 

Q.  If  you  were  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store,  and  you  saw  a  man  come  in  and  swindle 
your  employer,  should  you  feel  you  were  doing  your  duty  to  your  employer  if  you  kept  your 
mouth  shut  and  did  not  tell  him  aoy thing  about  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Well,  if  the  lumber  was  gone  in  Hastings's  time,  or  before  Hastings  came  there,  it  was 
a  fraud  upon  his  successor  to  put  his  books  in  that  condition,  and  make  his  successor  re- 
sponsible for  it,  was  it  not  i — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  receipted  on  his  arriving  there  lor  whatever 
there  was  on  the  books. 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  him  of  the  fraud  ? — A.  I  was  not  there  then. 

Q.  Were  you  not  there  when  Mr.  Granger  came  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  knew  there  was  a  shortage  there,  and  that  Hastings  had  covered  it  up,  you 
knew  perfectly  well  it  was  a  fraud  upon  his  successor,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  pains  did  you  take  to  inform  Mr.  Granger  of  that  fact  ? — A.  I  informed  him 
when  the  return  was  made  up  that  the  books  were  wrong,  that  the  material  called  for  on  the 
books  I  did  not  think  was  in  stock,  and  he  got  a  man  to  measure  the  timber,  and  found  that 
the  timber  belonging  to  yards  and  docks  was  actually  short. 

Q.  About  half  a  million  feet  ? — A.  Somewhere  about  in  that  vicinity ;  about  400,000  feet. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  satisfied  Hastings  was  allowing  lumber  to 
go  out  improperly  ? — A.  I  cannot  swear  that  he  allowed  it,  or  that  it  was  taken  out  im- 
properly, oecause  I  do  not  know ;  I  was  in  the  house. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  timber  went  out  upon  passes  that  was  not  charged  upon  the  books ! — 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  knew  he  was  allowing  lumber  to  go  out  on  passes  which  he  said 
sometimes  was  rejected  lumber  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  that  some  lumber  went  out  under  that  pretense  which  was  not  entered  on 
the  books,  did  you  not,  as  so  much  drawn  from  stock  f — A.  Well,  I  don't  know.  I  do  not 
know  how  he  did  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  had  ever  been  received  into  stock — the  re- 
jected lumber. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lumber  he  called  rejected  had  ever  been  entered  on  the 
books  ? — A.  I  felt  that  way,  but  I  could  not  tell,  because  I  did  not  know.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  lumber  that  he  called  rejected  had  been  entered  into  the  store  or  not.  I  thought 
there  was  something  wrong  about  it,  although  I  could  not  tell  him  he  was  doing  wrong,  or 
I  could  not  tell  him  he  was  doing  right. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Where  was  that  lumber  that  went  out  by  those  passes  carried  out — through  the  gate 
or  by  the  water-front  ? — A.  Higfat  out  by  the  gate. 

Q.  How  long  had  Mr.  Granger  been  there  before  he  took  this  account  of  stock  ? — A.  He 
arrived  in  September,  and  I  believe  in  November  he  had  a  person  taking  account  of  stock. 

By  Mr.  IL^RRis : 

Q.  Then  he  afterward  called  a  board? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  afterward  called  a  board  of 
ofiScers. 
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Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
William  £.  Delano  sworn  and  examined 

Bj  Mr.  Hills  : 

QnestioD.  In  what  business  are  jou  engaged? — Ansuer.  Store -clerk  in  the  yards  and 
^ocks  department. 

Q.  Who  has  the  sapervison  of  that  department? — A.  The  civil  engineer  is  at  the  head  of 
tbe  department. 

Q.  What  do  yon  know   about  this   controversy  in  regard  to  the  dredger  t — A.  I  know 
ootLing  in  regard  to  it.     AH  that  was  drawn  out  of  the  store  for  the  dredger  was  some 
eordaee  drawn  by  Mr.  Cassidy  by  authority  of  the  civil  engineer. 
Q.  i)o  you  know  anythiog  about  any  other  material  than  that  cordage  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  the  lumber  was  procured  that  was  worked  into  that  dredger  ? — A. 
It  wu  procured  by  an  order  from  the  civil  engineer's  office. 
Q.  A  written  order  ? — A.  A  written  order,  store-book  order. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  ? — A.  I  have  seen  the  store-order. 

Q.  An  order  with  the  civil  engineer's  name  upon  it?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  WB8  drawn  for  the  dredger. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  material  that  was  used  in  repairing  the  dredger.  Do  you  know 
where  that  came  from  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  amount  that  was  drawn  for  Uie  use  of 
the  dredger.  Mr.  Cassidy  draws  the  most  of  the  lumber,  and  I  do  not  know  in  what  way 
be  uses  it.  I  will  state  that  I  am  not  in  charge  of  the  lumber.  When  I  took  possession  of 
the  store,  which  was  July  1,  1874, 1  was  informed  that  there  was  a  man  in  charge  of  the 
lumber,  who  delivered  the  lumber  and  reported  the  amount  delivered  to  the  civil  engineer 
vho  issued  the  order,  and  the  order  was  delivered  to  me  and  I  extended  it  on  the  books. 

Q.  Do  you  have  anything  to  do  with  consolidating  the  reports  that  come  in  from  the  dif- 
ferent departments  in  the  civil  engineer's  bureau  f — A.  I  do — the  store-orders. 
Q.  Are  they  sent  to  the  commandant  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  are  they  sent  to  him  ? — A.  The  store-reports  are  made  weekly  with  the 
TOQcbers.  Once  in  three  months  they  go  to  the  commodore,  and  he  signs  the  books  and 
Toncbers.  The  orders  that  are  drawn  daily  on  the  store  are  signed  only  by  the  civil  engi- 
neer and  then  signed  by  the  foremen  when  they  receive  the  goods. 

Q.  Uow  about  the  daily  reports  of  labor  f — A.  Mr.  Haskell  is  the  time-clerk  and  I  assist 
him  in  bis  duties.  He  is  chief  clerk  and  time- clerk,  and  at  the  time  I  was  transferred  to  the 
store,  the  commandant  said  that  we  would  have  to  do  the  work  between  us,  and  I  assist  him. 
He  \i  the  time-clerk  and  makes  out  all  the  daily  reports  and  goes  through  the  pay-roll. 

Q.  While  the  dredger  was  beine  repaired,  did  you  notice  that  there  was  any  work  being 
done  on  tbe  dredger  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  out  the  consolidated  reports  for  the  commandant? — A.  No, sir;  Mr. 
Haskell  makes  out  the  consolidated  reports. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Grander  have  an  opportunity  to  see  those  daily  reports  from  the  foremen  ? — 
A  I  think  very  likely,  for  I  was  told  that  he  signed  the  reports  before  they  went  to  the 
commodore. 
Q.  There  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  havQ  seen  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  saw  them  ? — A.  I  saw  the  daily  reports,  from  which  I  knew  there  was  work  be- 
in^  done  on  the  dredger,  but  what  dredger  I  aid  not  know.  There  is  an  appronriatiou  that 
ie  called  *' Derricks,  scows,  and  dredgers,"  and  all  work  that  is  done  of  that  kina  is  charged 
to  that. 

Q.  Now,  was  Mr.  Granger's  attention  ever  called  to  the  fact  that  men  were  at  work  on 
the  dredger  ?— A.  It  was  not  called  by  me. 

^  Q.  Did  you  ever  have  anything  said  about  it  between  Mr.  Haskell  and  Mr.  Granger  7 — A. 
Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  he  called  up  Mr.  Cassidy  and  Mr.  Whitney  T — A.  No,  sir ; 
most  of  my  time  is  spent  in  the  store-houde. 

Q.  You  knew  the  fact  that  work  was  being  performed  on  the  dredger  from  the  daily 
reports  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  Mr.  Whitney's  report  I  should  say  that  he  had  worked  two 
nicii  for  thirty  days, 

Q.  It  was  a  matter  perfectly  familiar  to  you  all  the  time  ?— A.  I  knew  there  were  men 
charged  to  the  dredger. 

^'  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  Lewis  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do 
not  know  Mr.  Lewis.   1  never  saw  the  gentleman. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  agreement  was  that  he  should  take  the  dredger  and  repair 
it  t— A  Ko,  sir. 

By  Mr.  JONES : 

Q.  Did  YOU  not  hear  it  talked  over  in  the  yard  by  the  men,  or  with  the  clerk,  Mr.  Has- 
kell, that  the  Government  was  not  to  pay  anything  for  the  repair  of  the  dredger  7 — A.  No, 
w;  that  would  be  in  the  office.   I  would  not  be  up  there. 

Q-  What  was  your  first  knowledge  of  it  7 — A.  My  first  knowledge  was  that  I  heard  some 
w  the  foremen  say  there  was  trouble  about  the  dredger,  and  I  was  called  before  the  commit- 
^  to  testify  what  was  delivered  from  the  store  in  relation  to  the  dredger,  and  I  told  them 
«1  that  was  charged  directly  to  the  dredger  was  cordage. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  much  cordage  was  char&^ed  to  the  dredger  ? — A.  I  should  saj  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  600  or  700  pounds,  may  be  less  or  more. 

By  Mr.  Jones  *. 

Q.  Did  you  not  deliver  any  oakum  f — A.  No«  sir ;  not  for  the  dredge^r.  Probably  there 
was  oakum  drawn.  The  foremen  draw  it.  They  do  not  let  me  know  what  it  is  drawn  for. 
They  make  out  an  order,  and  the  civil  engineer  signs  it,  and  it  is  sent  to  the  store,  and  I 
deliver  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  to  what  account  it  was  to  be  charged  ? — A.  I  should  charge  it  to 
the  appropriation.    I  should  not  know  to  what  use  it  is  put. 

Q.  So  that  there  is  an  opportunitv  for  the  foreman  to  come  in  and  draw  that  article  with- 
out telling  you  what  he  is  going  to  ao  with  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  cordage  I  recollect  from 
the  fact  that  Cassidy  asked  me  one  morning  if  there  was  any  cordage  in  the  store.  I  told 
him  there  was,  and  he  said  he  wanted  to  draw  some  for  the  dredger.  That  is  distinctly  in 
xuj  mind. 

Q.  And  you  gave  it  to  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  worth  ? — A.  I  forget  exactly.  It  is  the  only  cordage  that  has  been  de- 
livered from  the  store  since  I  have  been  store-keeper. 

Q.  It  would  be  worth  how  much  a  pound  7 — A.  I  should  Judge  from  6  to  8  or  10  cents. 

Q.  So  that  the  whole  amount  woula  be  (60,  more  or  less  i — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  large  cordage  for  fastening  lines  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  not  get  cordage  of  you  more  than  once  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  all  drawn  afc 
once,  on  one  order. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  many  rolls  ? — A.  I  think  two ;  possibly  there  might  have  been  three ;  two  differ- 
ent sizes. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  By  whom  was  that  order  drawn  ? — A.  Mr.  Granger  signed  the  order  to  draw  it  from 
the  store,  and  Mr.  Cassidy  signed  it  as  receiving  it. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
Jeremiah  Galvin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  t — Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  open  about  seventeen  doors  in 
the  timber-sheds  in  the  morning,  in  the  navy-vard,  and  I  shut  them  in  the  evening,  and  Hook 
after  the  old  wood,  and  whenever  there  was  cnips  made,  I  looked  after  those  chips. 

Q.  What  do  you  do  with  them  f — A.  I  give  the  mi^'ority  of  them  to  the  poor. 

Q.  You  are  employed  by  the  Government  to  open  the  timber-shed  doors  and  give  away 
chips  f — A.  No,  I  look  after  the  old  wood,  waste  wood,  that  is  of  no  use  to  the  Government, 
only  to  give  to  the  poor. 

Q.  You  give  it  to  the  poor  at  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  don*t  give  it  myself,  only  the  con- 
btructor  gives  it  to  whoever  he  pleases.  He  gives  the  passes,  and  I  do  with  it  just  as  he 
tells  me. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  this  important  office  ? — A.  Six  or  seven  years.  I  wa^  out  of 
it  a  couple  of  years. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  lately  re-appointed  ? — A.  I  have  been  re-appointed  to  the  position 
within  a  couple  of  months. 

Q.  Who  got  you  the  appointment  ?>— A.  Mr.  Dawes  and  General  Banks. 

Q.  You  were  appointea  when  everybody  else  was  turned  out,  pretty  much,  were  you  not  t 
— A.  I  have  been  there  all  the  time.  I  have  a  large  family  to  support,  and  they  done  it  be- 
cause I  done  my  duty,  I  suppose,  faithfnilv.   I  have  a  large  family  to  maintain. 

Q.  What  duty  had  you  done  which  lustined  them  in  giving  you  this  appointment? — A.  I 
don't  know.  I  don't  know  as  I  done  my  duty  any  better  than  any  other  person.  The  ap- 
pointment douH  amount  to  much. 

Q.  You  had  done  something  ? — A.  No  ;  I  have  a  right  to  my  vote,  I  suppose,  as  any 
honest  citizen  has. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  work  in  the  political  campaign  of  1874  ? — A.  I  canH  tell  you ;  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Were  you  not  at  work  for  anybody  in  that  fight  between  Banks  and  Gooch  ? — A.  No ;  I 
didn't  do  any  fighting  at  all. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  fighting  with  your  fists  ;  I  mean  which  side  did  you  take  in  the  political 
contest  ? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  any  fighting  that  was  going  on  anywhere. 

Q.  Were  you  not  a  Banks  man  ?— A.  Well,  I  always  thought  a  good  deal  of  General 
Banks. 
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Q.  Were  yoa  not  a  Banks  man  ? — A.  That  is  a  question  I  can't  exactly  answer.  I  can't 
birdlj  tell. 

Q.  Do  70a  belong  to  the  republican  party  or  the  democratic  party  f — A.  The  first  day's 
work  I  eyer  ffot  in  the  navy-yard,  it  was  from  the  democratic  party  I  got  it. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  a  democrat  ever  since,  have  you  not? — A.  I  have  not,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  work  for  the  party  that  pays  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't.  I  never  received  a  dollar 
in  my  life  from  any  politician  in  the  world. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  did  not  work  for  General  Banks's  election  7 — A.  I  don't  know  how  I 
worked  i  I  might  have  worked  ;  I  don't  know  how  that  is.  Working  and  fighting  is  two 
different  things. 

Q.  Yoa  voted  for  him,  did  you  not  7 — A.  I  can't  exactly  tell  that  neither. 

Q.  Why  not  f — A.  I  don't  know  what  right  I  have  to  tell  that.  A  man  don't  know  prob- 
ablj  lometimes  when  he  would  miss  a  vote. 

Q.  Were  you  not  appointed  in  the  navy-yard  by  General  Banks  this  last  time,  because 
of  tome  service  you  had  rendered  in  the  election? — A.  General  Banks  is  a  man  who  will 
belp  Boybody,  He  will  help  a  democrat  or  a  republican,  any  man  at  all.  He  is  not  that 
kind  of  a  man.  J  have  been  supported  by  Mr.  Claflin,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  State 
bat  what  would  give  me  a  letter. 
Q.  Governor  Rice  7 — A.  He  would  as  auick  as  any  man  in  the  State. 
Q.  Has  he  not  done  it  T — A.  Certainly  he  has. 

Q.  Passing  from  that,  for  I  do  not  care  anything  abgut  your  politics  except  as  a  matter  of 
cnriosity,  do  you  know  of  any  particular  wrong  committed  in  the  navy-yard  T — A.  I  have 
ocTer  known  any  wrong  to  my  Knowledge  in  the  navy-yard,  as  long  as  I  am  in  it.  Every- 
thing is  fair  and  square,  as  far  as  I  could  see.  I  don't  see  any  waste  of  the  Government 
property :  probably  I  would  give  a  poor  ofificer's  widow  a  load  of  fire-wood  that  was  of  no 
ON  to  the  Government.    It  was  rotting  in  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  is  your  title — "  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Old  Chips  f  " — A.  I  am  only  a  laboring  man, 
bat  get  a  little  more  pay  biecanse  they  get  a  little  more  work  out  of  me. 

Q.  Do  you  do  anything  more  than  open  doors  and  look  after  the  wood  ? — A.  I  think  I  do. 
Tbit  is  the  hardest  work  I  have.  I  allowed  nothing  to  be  carried  out  of  construction.  I  am 
iiottolook  after  any  other  department.  I  am  to  see  that  nothing  goes  out  of  construction. 
I  don't  care  what  tney  take  out  of  yards  and  docks,  because  I  am  not  paid  by  that  bureau  at 
all.  I  am  paid  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  I  attend  to  that  and  see  that  there  is  no 
wroDg  or  injustice  done  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

By  Mr.  Harris:  * 

Q.  Do  vou  think  it  necessary  now  to  have  you  there 7 — A.  Yea,  sir ;  I  do.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  cords  of  wood  there,  and  seventeen  doors  to  be  opened  in  the  morning 
and  seventeen  closed  at  night,  and  I  ventilate  them  sheds.  That  is  what  I  do,  sir.  If  I 
didn't  do  it  somebody  else  would  have  to. 

Q.  You  think  it  is  necessary  to  ventilate  the  timber  t — A.  I  do,  sir.  That  is  the  most 
important  business  now.     It  is  very  important  to  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Could  not  they  put  it  out  of  doors  the  same  as  a  lot  they  have  got  there  7 — A.  No,  sir  ; 
there  is  some  of  the  bt^st  live-oak  there  that  there  is  in  the  country,  and  if  that  is  not  attended 
to  and  ventilated  it  will  decay.   My  little  position  there  is  not  worth  much.  • 

Q.  Were  you  not  at  one  time  in  the  store? — A.  I  was,  when  some  other  man  had  my 
idaoe. 

Q.  How  long? — A.  I  should  think  about  a  year  and  a  half,  or  something  like  that. 
Q.  What  were  you  discharged   from  the  store  for  ? — ^A.  I  was  not  discharged  from  the 
store,  sir. 

Q.  Some  other  man  got  your  place,  you  say  ? — A.  John  Taylor  got  a  man  in  my  place 
once,  and  when  this  roan  went  out  as  an  assessor  in  the  country,  \vnere  he  got  more  pay, 
the  place  was  vacant  then,  and  it  belonged  to  me  to  go  back  again,  and  I  went  back  into 
that  place.    I  found  the  place  vacant,  and  went  after  it  again. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  When  you  found  the  place  vacant  to  whom  did  you  apply  to  get  the  place  again  7 — 
A.  1  can't  exactly  say  who  I  did  apply  to  now. 

Bj  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Washington  to  get  it  ? — A.   No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 
Q.  Did  you  send  anybody  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 
Q.  Were  you  never  in  Washington  ? — A.  I  was. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  you  write  a  letter  to  anybody  7 — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  did  write  any  letter,  but 
there  was  a  whole  lot  of  letters  written.  Some  parties  wrote  a  letter  for  me ;  I  don't  know 
who  they  were. 
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Q.  To  whom  did  they  write  it  ? — A.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  ihiuk  ;  somehody  ic 
Watihiii^ton. 

Q.  The  appoiotment  was  sent  directly  to  you  from  there  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  salary  ?— A.  Only  $3. 

Q.  Three  dollars  a  day  1 — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  guess  it  is  little  enough  to  suppoit  a  man  mih 
niue  in  the  family. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
CiiAiiLES  PuRCRLL  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  Truckman. 

Q.  What  is  your  firm-name  f — A.  Purcell  &  Fowle. 

Q.  Did  you  at  the  time  the  sloop-of-war  Adams  was  being  built  draw  any  lumber  fur  Mr~« 
McKay  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  lumber  7 — A.  Well,  we  hauled  pine,  oak,  and  hard  pine. 

Q.  What  kind  of  pine,  sir  ?— A.  Well,  it  was  from  an  inch  to  four  inches  thick. 

Q.  Ho>v  much  in  quantity  ? — A.  I  should  think  likely  we  hauled  60,000  of  pine  lum^ 
ber — what  we  call  Canada  lumber. 

Q.  White-pine  boards  and  plank  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  the  inboard  work  in  that  ship  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W^here  did  you  carry  it  ? — A.  We  carried  it  to  Jones's  wharf. 

Q.  Who  delivered  you  that  lumber  here  f— A.  It  was  taken  account  of  by  Mr.  Sprague, 
and  Mr.  Sprague  delivered  us  the  lumber. 

Q.  Was  an  account  taken  of  all  you  took  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  very  particular  to  take 
an  account 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  an  account  of  the  separate  loads  to  Mr.  McKay  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  ticket  or  anything  that  showed  the  quantity? — A.  I  didn't.  When 
I  could  get  an  account  of  it  from  Mr.  Sprague  I  did,  for  my  own  benefit.  That  is  all. 
Sometimes  I  could  get  it  and  sometimes  I  couldn't. 

Q.  Did  you  charge  Mr.  McKay  by  the  thousand  for  carting  it 7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  we 
did,  as  near  as  we  could. 

Q.  Do  you  remember,  now,  what  you  charged  him  for  carting  ? — A.  I  do  not.  I  haven't 
looked  at  the  books  since  that  time. 

Q.  Your  impression  is  that  it  was  about  60,000  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  should  think  I  carted 
60,000. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  tickets  in  going  from  the  yard  f— A.  I  had  passes  to  give  to  the  gate- 
keeper. I  always  got  them  signed  by  Mr.  Sprague,  and  then  went  down  to  Mr.  Sprague's 
office  and  got  them  signed  generally  by  the  captain  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  those  passes  contain  the  quantity  or  the  number  of  pieces? — A.  I  cannot  tell 
you  exactly  about  that. 

Q.  Who  was  gate-keeper  at  that  time  7 — A.  The  last  of  the  time  Mr.  Trickey  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve ho  was  sick  a  spell,  and  this  man  here  at  the  door  generally  took  the  passes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  carted  any  more  lumber  out  of  the  yard  than  was  taken 
account  of?— A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  I  ever  carried  any  out  of  the  yard  but  what  was 
taken  account  of  by  Mr.  Sprague. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  out  oak  plank — ship-plank  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  carried  out  of  that  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  now,  because  I 
never  kept  no  account.  We  generally  got  an  account  as  near  as  we  could  ;  but  sometimes 
we^didn't  g^t  the  account  from  Mr.  Sprague.  We  would  get  the  pass,  but  wouldn't  get 
the*  account ;  and  sometimes  we  measured  it  ourselves  or  guessed  at  it,  as  near  as  we  could. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  any  plank  back  after  the  ship  was  built  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  von  brought  bacR  ?— A.  I  don't  know  ;  but  I  should  think 
somewhere  from  fifteen  thousand  to  eighteen  thousand. 
•    Q.  All  white-oak  plank  ?~ A.  Yes,  sir ;  white-oak  plank  and  wales. 

Q.  Did  you  cart  the  frame  across  or  was  it  floated  across  ? — A.  That  was  floated  across 
on  lighters. 

Q.  Whether  or  not  any  lumber  which  you  carted  out  for  that  ship  was  unaccounted  for 
here? — A.  No,  sir.  I  never  got  a  load  that  wasn't  taken  account  of  at  the  time,  and  I 
was  here  myself  with  almost  everything  that  went  out  of  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  say  you  could  not  always  get  an  account.  Why  not  7 — ^A.  Sometimes  I  could 
not  get  it  of  Mr.  Sprague. 

Q.  Why  couldn't  you  get  it  of  Mr.  Sprague  ? — A.  Sometimes  Mr.  Sprague  would  take  an 
account  uf  the  load  and  leave  us  and  go  up  into  his  oflice  and  leave  the  passes,  and  we  would 
get  the  pusses ;  and  wheu  we  got  up  there  perhaps  he  had  gone  out  of  the  yard  or  gone 
somewhere  else. 
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Q.  Did  any  one  else  take  any  account  of  the  lumber  that  jou  carted  away  f— A.  No, 
BIT ;  Mr.  Sprague  was  always  the  man. 

Q.  In  your  oplnioif  was  the  account,  as  he  gave  it  to  you,  less  or  more  than  was  on  the 
loftd  T— A.  I  donH  think  it  was  any  nioie  or  less.  I  think  it  was  correct.  I  think  they  were 
▼67  particular,  more  so  than  any  place  I  ever  went  to  before,  in  a  man's  private  yard,  as 
far  B8  that  was  concerned. 

Q.  I  anderstand  you  to  say  that  you  hauled  back  a  lot  of  plank  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  them  when  they  went  out  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  those  plank  that  were  returned  of  as  good  quality  as  the  plank  that  you  carted  to 
Mr.  McKay's  yard  ? — A.  The  same  plank. 

Q.  Had&'t  they  been  culled  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  might  have  been  the  same  plank ;  but  was  the  quality  of  the  plank  returned  as 
good  M  the  quality  you  hauled  out  ?  Would  they  average  as  good  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they 
were  carted  there  and  piled  up,  and  loaded  on  the  teams  and  came  back  just  as  they  were 
left. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Without  having  been  overhauled  ? — A.  Without  having  been  overhauled. 

By  %Ir.  Jones: 

Q.  He  had  to  pay  for  carting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  object  in  carting  them  there  and  having  them  carted  back  again,  with- 
out overhaaling  them  at  all  1 — A.  I  can't  answer  that  question.  He  got  more  than  he  wanted. 
I  suppose  he  was  afraid  he  wouldn't  have  enough  of  such  and  such  things  and  got  more 
tbao  he  wanted 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 
F.F.  Buckley  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Qaettion.  What  is  your  duty  in  the  yard  ? — Answer.  Inspector  of  paints,  in  charge  of 
the  painters'  department  in  yards  and  docks. 

Q.  Did  yon  do  any  work  or  furnish  any  material  for  the  dredge-boat  during  the  period 
of  its  repair? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  material  did  you  furnish  ? — A.  I  furnished  some  chemical  paint  and  some  labor. 

(j.  How  much  T — A.  I  cannot  state  just  the  amount. 

Q-  Will  you  state  whether  these  figures  are  correct :  '*  Labor  was  furnished  to  the  amount 
of  $16  and  material  amounting  to  |14.40."— A.  I  should  say  it  was  just  about  that,  as  near 
as  I  can  get  at  it. 

Q.  Were  these  amounts  charged  to  the  dredger  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  charged  to  the  general  account  ? — A.  General  repairs. 

Q.  That  material  and  that  labor  went  ^  onto  the  dredger  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-^  Did  you  charge  all  the  work  done  and  all  the  material  furnished  to  general  repairs  7 — 
A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  deliver  any  material  to  be  used  on  the  dredger  which  was  used  for  other  pur- 
poses?—A.  Yes,  sir.  Perhaps  tb^re  was  four  or  five  pounds  of  paint  brought  back  in  the 
cao.aod  I  used  it  on  the  roofs. 

Q.  That  was  all ;  the  remnants  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  tlie  order  to  furnish  this  material  ? — A.  Colonel  Granger,  the  civil 
enfineer. 


Boston,  March  27, 1876. 
Hcxar  D.  Jones  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Qutttion.  Do  you  keep  a  lumber-yard  ? — Answer.  I  do. 

Q.  Where  is  your  lumber-yard  f — A.  East  Boston. 

Q>  How  much  lumber  have  you  received  in  your  yard  and  stored  for  Mr.  McKay  since 
the  Uooching  of  the  Adams  7 — A.  I  took  no  account  of  it,  but  I  was  told  that  there  was  be- 
tween 60,000  and  70,000  feet,  board-measure. 

Q<  That  was  taken  to  your  yard  f — A.  Hauled  to  my  yard  and  stored. 

Q'  What  kind  of  lumber  was  that  ? — A.  There  is  some  pine  lumber  and  some  walnut. 

Q-  Any  white  oak  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  that  lumber? — A.  Well,  it  was  taken  by  the  ship-joiners  and 
others  that  was  at  work  on  the  sloop  of  war. 

Q.  What  sloop  f — A.  I  can't  say ;  the  one  that  Mr.  McKay  built  two  years  ago. 

V-  For  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  U  taken  and  used  on  the  second  contract,  after  the  boat  was  launched  ?— A.  N 
sir ;  I  took  no  account  of  it ;  I  stored  it  by  the  month  ;  I  wasn^t  responsible  for  any  of  t 
lumber.    Tbej  came  there  and  got  it  as  thej  wanted  to  use  it. 

Q.  And  used  it  on  the  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  lumber  hauled  from  the  navy-yard  to  Mr.  McKay's  yard,  and  then  from  M 
McKay's  yard  to  yours  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  hauled  from  the  navy-yard  to  my  place. 

Q.  In  the  first  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^.  And  then  he  took  it  from  your  yard  whea  he  wanted  it  and  used  it  7 — ^A.  Yee.  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  much  of  that  is  left,  probably  ? — A.  It  is  only  mere  guess-work  ;  I  should  thLi 
18,000  to  20,000  feet ;  I  don't  know. 

<^.  Had  he  any  other  lumber  there  than  that  which  came  from  the  navy-yard  f — ^A. 
sir. 

Q.  Has  he  any  there  now  which  came  from  other  places  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  only  that  wh' 
came  from  the  navy -yard. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Did  all  that  you  have  there  come  from  the  navy-yard  T — A.  I  heard  it  did ;  it  cfc" 
there  on  teams,  and  they  told  me  about  the  quantity. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Who  told  you  Y — A.  Some  person  who  was  hauling  ;  I  can't  say  now. 

Q.  Is  that  good  lumber  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  there  are  18,000  or  20,000  feet  there  now  f — A.  I  should  judge  so ;  I  he 
no  particular  interest  about  it,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned,  but  I  was  in  there  every  c^^y 
looking  at  it. 

Q.  Have  you  spoken  to  the  commodore  about  it  or  to  Mr.  Easby  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Easby  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  men  he  sent  there  last  week  T — A.  No,  I  did  not ;  I  was  away. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  lumber  which  Mr.  McKay  took  from  the  navy-yard  wh 
he  has  stored  now  in  any  other  yard  ? — A.  I  don't  know  of  any. 


Boston,  march  27,  1675- 

Samuel  L.  Fowle  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Did  you  haul  any  lumber  for  Mr.  McKay  to  any  place  in  East  Boston  ?-^ 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  haul  the  lumber  from  f — A.  I  hauled  some  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  To  this  yard  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  hauled  ?— A.  That  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  tell  you. 

Q.  Who  else  hauled  lumber  besides  you  7 — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  one  ;  I  don't  know 
but  there  were  other  parties  ;  I  don't  know  any  one,  however,  who  did  haul  any. 

Q.  Have  vou  hauled  any  lumber  from  Mr.  McKay's  yard  to  any  other  place  f — A.  Yea, 
sir  ;  I  have  hauled  it  to  mill. 

Q.  Have  you  hauled  any  lumber  that  belonged  to  the  United  States  Government  from  Mr. 
McKay's  yard  anywhere  else  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  unless  it  is  to  the  mill  and  back  to  the  yard 
ag»in. 

Q.  What  mill  7— A.  McQuesten's  mill. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  lumber  belonging  to  the  Government  that  has  been  improperly 
taken  away  from  the  yara  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McKay  had  drawn  the  lumber  which  you  hauled  regularly 
from  the  yard  to  build  the  vessel  f — A.  I  presume  he  had,  from  the  fact  that  we  have  to  have 
passes  for  everything  that  comes  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  By  whom  were  the  passes  signed — Mr.  Easby  7 — ^A.  I  think  they  were,  but  I  have 
not  been  over  more  than  three  or  four  times  myself;  my  partner  used  to  go. 

Q.  What  is  your  partner's  name  7 — A.  Charles  Purcell. 

Q.  After  that  vessel  was  launched,  did  you  haul  any  lumber  away  from  Mr.  McKi^y's 
yard  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  to  f — A.  Up  to  what  is  tilled  Taylor's  yard. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  haul  to  Taylor's  yard  f — A.  That  I  can't  tell  you ;  there  was  con- 
siderable of  it  old  stun.  I  call  it  fire-wood,  and  some  timber.     . 

Q.  What  sort  of  timber,  live-oak  f — A.  I  think  my  partner  said  there  was  some  live-oak.  I 
know  there  was  some  live-oak  in  the  yard,  and  I  presume  that  was  hauled  up  there.  It 
was  some  '*  short "  stufi"  thrown  out  of  the  frame  rejected. 
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Q.  Did  you  haul  any  pine  plank  up  there  to  Taylor's  yard? — A.  I  think  not ;  I  am  not 
certaio  in  regard  to  that.     I  aid  not  have  anything:  to  do  with  hauling  it  myself. 

Q.  How  much  lumber  do  you  tliink  was  hauled  up  to  Taylor's  yard  — A.  I  couldn't 
form  ATij  idea, 

Q.  f>0,000  feet  ? — A.  I  shouldn't  dare  to  make  any  estimate,  for  I  don't  know.  Most  of  it 
988  sliort  stuff;  there  was  some  timber,  and  there  might  possibly  have  been  some  plank 
and  BO  me  boards,  stage  plank. 

Q.  IDid  you  or  your  partner  haul  any  lumber  from  the  navy-yard  to  Henry  Jones's  yard  ? 
—A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.    13o  you  know  how  much  t — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  l^hat  kind  of  lumber  was  it  ? — A.  It  was  most,  if  not  all,  pine  boards,  from  an  inch  to, 
I  guess,  as  high  as  two,  and  there  may  have  been  some  three- inch  plank. 

Q.  "When  you  took  lumber  from  the  yard  yourself  do  you  know  whether  any  account 
was  taken  7 — A.  Everything  that  I  ever  took  from  the  yard  an  account  was  taken  of  in  the 
jard. 

Q.    13id  you  see  the  account  taken  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  the  pass  or  ticket. 

Q.    IDid  you  have  a  pass  for  eyerything  you  took  out  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  all  cases. 

Q.   VThat  does  the  ticket  show  ? — A.  it  shows  the  number  of  pieces. 

Q.  Xhat  is,  your  ticket  showed  the  number  of  pieces  on  the  load  ? — A.  I  believe  it  d  id , 
inTariably,  in  every  case  where  I  carried  anything  out  of  the  navy-yard. 

Q.    To  whom  did  you  deliver  the  ticket  7 — A.  To  the  gate-keeper  at  the  gate. 


S.\Mt'EL  T.  Manson  sworn  and  examined. 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 


By  Mr.  Mills: 

Question.  Are  you  employed  in  the  navy-yard  f — Answer.  I  am  not,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  navy-yard  that  you  can  report  to  the  committee  7 
— L  I  do  not. 
Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  run  a  saw-mill  and  planing-mill. 

Q.  Where  is  your  planing-mill  f — A.  It  is  at  East  Boston. 

Q.  Have  you  planed  any  timber  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay  7 — A.  I  have,  sir. 

Q.  What  sort  of  timber  was  it? — A.  It  was  oak  knees,  &c. 

Q.  Where  did  those  knees  come  from  f — A.  They  come  from  the  navy-yard,  I  understand. 
I  hauled  them  from  the  Atlantic  Works. 

Q.  And  planed  them  and  hauled  them  back  again  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  built  into  the  Adams  f— A.  The  first  vessel  he  built  there. 

Q'  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  lumber  that  has  been  hauled  away  from  Mr.  Mc- 
Kaj'syard  since  the  launching  of  the  Adams  7 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q>  Do  you  know  of  any  lumber  or  timber  hauled  from  the  navy-yard  that  is  deposited 
Mjwhere  else  in  Boston  t— A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  employed  in  any  way  by  the  Government  ? — A.  I  never  was. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  the  navy-yard  in  any  way  7 — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  planed  any  lumber  that  came  from  the  navy-yard  7 — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge,  excepting  this ;  this  might  have  come  from  the  yard ;  I  donH  know  where  it 
came  from. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  plane  knees  by  machinery  7 — A.  We  do,  sir ;  that  is  our  business. 

Q.  Can  you  plane  a  knee  on  the  crooked  side  by  machinery,  on  the  inside  f — A.  We  saw 
that 

Q.  Saw  it  to  mold  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  then  plane  it  by  hand  ¥ — A.  We  plane  the  knee  first,  and  then  saw  it ;  we  plane 
the  sid»  of  the  knee. 

Q-  All  the  outside  ? — A.  We  plane  just  the  two  sides  of  the  knee.  It  is  sided  down.  Wd 
IMit  it  OQ  the  machine  and  plane  the  sides,  and  then  it  is  molded,  and  we  saw  it  with  a  cir- 
cular saw  inside ;  with  a  belt-saw  or  jig-saw. 

Q*  And  then  smooth  it? — A.  That  is  another  part  of  the  business,  which  we  do  not  do. 

Q-  Did  you  ever  work  upon  any  live-oak  f — A.  I  don't  think  we  have.  There  might  have 
h«en8oine  live-oak  knees,  but  they  were  most  all  whito-oak  knees  ;  I  can't  say  positively 
*^t  that.  I  did  not  see  every  knee,  perhaps.  I  am  superiutcndout  of  the  mill,  and  I  have 
men  to  do  the  work. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q-  Do  you  know  the  price  of  lumber  7 — A.  I  know  the  price  of  some  kinds  of  lumber. 

Q-  Do  jou  know  the  price  of  white-oak  lumber,  fit  for  .outside  work  7 — A.  I  should  say  it 
varies  very  much  from  one  year  to  another. 

Q*  Take  it  a  year  or  eighteen  months  ago  7 — A.  I  should  not  want  to  give  any  opinion 
•bout  iliat,  because, I  do  not  deiil  in  it  at  all. 
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Q.  Do  jovL  deal  in  any  kind  of  lamber  f — A.  Our  basiness  is  planing  and  sawing ; 
do  not  deal  in  lumber  specially,  but  we  do  sell  some  lumber. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  know  the  price  of  pine  timber  and  pine  plank  and  spruce  plank  ! ^. 

Yes, sir;  I  do. 

Q.  Take  eastern  pine,  10  inches  square,  16  feet  lonfr,  what  has  been  the  price  for  the  l.^kat 
eighteen  months  of  iirst-rate  timber  for  wharf-capping  f — A.  I  should  say  it  would  run  fr-om 
$'iO  to  |35,  perhaps  up  to  $40,  a  thousand.  The  price  of  that  kind  of  timber  varies  a  good 
deal.  If  yoQ  wanted  to  buy  a  few  pieces,  yoa  would  have  to  pay  a  certain  price  for  it  ;  if 
yon  wanted  to  order  a  cargo  of  it,  it  would  be  a  different  thing. 

Q.  What  would  it  be  by  the  cargo  ?— A.  From  |^  to  (35 

Q.  What  would  a  good  quality  of  eastern  spnice-boards  have  been  worth  by  the  c&'gt> 
any  time  within'  the  last  eighteen  months  f — ^A.  I  should  say  you  could  get  a  cargo  for  tfom 
$18  to  $25. 

Q.  CouldnH  you  for  $13 f — A.  No,  sir,  I  couldn't;  not  a  year  ago  ;  I  could  to-day.  'We 
bought  spruce  a  year  ago,  and  paid,  I  think,  $*<^  for  it. 

Q.  For  miscellaneous  length  spruce-boards f — A.  Yes,  sir;  good  quality.  When  sprues- 
boards  come,  they  are  surveyed  and  divided  into  first  quality  and  refuse.  You  have  got.  to 
pay  for  first  quality  a  certain  price,  and  another  price  for  refuse.  We  have  sold  boards  fit 
tor  flooring  at  $35. 

Q.  Couldn't  you  buy  them  in  the  market,  by  wholesale,  for  $28  ?~ A.  Yes,  sir;  Itbink 
that  would  be  a  fair  price  for  them. 

Q.  What  could  you  buy  them  for  to-day  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  there  is  any  establislied 
price.    I  g^ess  you  could  order  ttiem  for  $18. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  dealt  in  yellow-pine  plank  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  its  price  f— A.  Well,  we  are  buying  small  quantities,  and  using  it  at 
times. 

Q.  What  is  it  worth  to-day  ?— A.  I  presume  you  could  buy  southern  pine  by  the  carg'O 
for  $22. 

Q.  What  could  you  buy  it  for  a  year  ago  t — A.  I  guess  it  was  worth  $35.  I  wouldn't 
state  this  as  a  fact ;  but  that  is  my  impression,  that  it  was  worth  from  $28  to  $35 ;  it  would 
depend  upon  the  length.     Ship-timber  is  worth  some  more  than  other  timber. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  white-dak  timber  fit  for  vessels  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  uoL 


Boston,  March  27,  1876. 

Captain  Henry  Erben  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  in  the  navy-yard  at  Portsmouth,  at  Boston,  or  any- 
where else  in  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  navy -yards,  that  you  can  give  information 
about  to  the  committee? — Answer.  I  know  none  at  Portsmouth,  because  I  have  but  re- 
cently reported  there.  I  have  known  men  taken  on  at  the  New  York  navy-yard  when  I 
could  not  see  anv  necessity  for  their  employment  at  that  time,  and  discharged  after  a 
week  or  two.  They  would  be  taken  on  a  week  or  two  preceding  an  election,  and  dis- 
charged immediately  after. 

Q.  How  many  would  be  taken  on  ? — A.  To  my  recollection,  quite  a  large  number.  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  safe  to  say  four,  or  five,  or  six  hundred.  Then  those  men  would  get  paid 
for  the  afternoon  by  a  circular-letter,  when  they  did  not  work,  which  I  thought  was  not 
right. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  that  business? — A.  That  was  by  a  circular-letter  issued  by  the 
Navy  Department,  that  the  men  should  go  out  to  vote,  and  should  be  given  a  lialf  day's 

pay. 

Q.  That  was  on  election-day  ? — A.  That  was  on  election-day.  I  only  know  one  case 
where  a  place  was  made  fur  a  man  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  as  master  of  ship-keep- 
ers ~an  unheard-of  thing. 

Q.  Was  that  in  New  York  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  man  came  there  from  New  Jersey  and  took 
the  position. 

Q.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  f — A.  He  came  appointed  by  Mr.  Hanscom,  as  master  of 
ship-keepers  ;  I  don't  recollect  what  his  salary  was,  but  at  all  events  it  was  equal  to  that  ot 
a  captain  of  watch,  if  not  more.  The  man  never  attended  to  any  business  there  whatever. 
He  came  when  he  wanted  to  and  went  when  he  pleased. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  abuses  in  the  way  of  contracts,  supplies,  &c.f — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  at  Mare  Island,  California  ? — A.  Only  what  I  heard  as 
common  talk  among  the  officers  in  regard  to  a  cargo  of  coal. 
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Q.  What  was  that! — A.  That  is  hearsay  ;  a  carj^o  of  coal  was  offered  to  tlie  Government 
jast  before  my  arrival  there,  a  year  ago  last  Augast.  It  was  offered  to  the  Equipment 
fiureiQ,IthiDk,  for  $20  a  ton,  but  was  not  taken.  Admiral  Rogers  telegraphed  to  Wash- 
iD|[:ton  about  this  coal,  and  it  was  declined.  Some  four  or  five  or  six  days  aftenvard,  an 
order  came  to  receive  the  coal,  and  it  was  bought  from  another  party  at  an  advanced  price, 
as  I  was  told,  of  $7  a  ton. 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  anything  about  that  fact  yourself  Y — A.  I  don't  know  anything 
ibout  that  fact,  except  I  know  it  occurred.     That  is,  I  know  they  all  said  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  in  regard  to  it  of  my 
own  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  whom  the  coal  was  finally  bought  ? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  information  1 — A.  I  have  information.  The  information  came  to  me  from 
the  Equipment  officer  who  is  at  the  coal-yard,  and  from  one  of  the  officers  in  the  department 
for  which  the  coal  was  bought.  I  think  it  was  Steam-Engineering  or  Construction.  The 
coal,  when  it  was  bought,  was  bought  of  Mr.  Uanscom. 

Q.  What  Hanscom  7 — A.  Young  Hanscom,  a  merchant  in  San  Francisco ;  he  is  a  son  of 
Isaiah  Hanscom. 

Q.  Whb  told  you  7 — A.  That  was  told  me  by  Commodore  Fitzhuffh,  in  the  navy-yard,  and 
it  was  told  me  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  yard,  Mr.  Lawton. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  the  coal  was  rejected  when  it  first  came  ? — A.  The  coal  was  rejected 
by  the  Department  when  it  first  came. 

Q.  By  what  Department  ? — A.  By  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  the  time.  I  mean,  by 
the  Navy  Department  itself. 

Q.  The  coal  could  not  be  rejected  by  him,  could  it  ? — A.  The  coal  for  the  Navy  is  pur- 
cbased  by  that  Department.    They  purchase  all  the  coal  for  steam  purposes. 

Q.  It  has  to  be  inspected  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q<  By  whom  f — A.  It  is  inspected  by  the  coa1-engin<^r,  who  is  at  Philadelphia,  and  at 
the  yard  it  is  inspected  when  it  arrives.  It  did  not  come  to  Mare  Island  at  alL  The  coal 
'^  It  San  Francisco. 

Q-  It  had  not  been  rejected  by  the  inspector  at  the  yard  f — A.  I  am  confident  it  had  not, 
hecaose  the  coal  bad  never  come  to  Mare  Island,  which  is  thirty  miles  from  San  Fran- 
cL«co. 

Q>  Ton  understand  thnt  it  was  in  some  wav  rejected  at  $20  a  ton  ? — A.  They  declined  to 
take  it,  as  I  understand  ;  the  Government  did  not  want  it. 

Q.  And  then  they  afterward  purchased  it  at  1^27  a  ton  7 — A.  The  difference  between  the 
price  at  which  the  coal  was  offered,  and  the  price  at  which  it  was  bought,  was  $7  a  ton. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Let  Qs  get  that  just  exactly  right.  Yon  say  it  was  rejected  by  the  Navy  Department  7 
—A.  The  coal  is  supplied  by  contract,  and  this  was  a  cargo  that  came  out  on  a  venture, 
Md  belonged  to  Mr.  I^w,  I  think. 

Q'  When  it  got  to  San  Francisco,  the  naval  inspector  inspected  it  and  condemned  itT — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  they  ever  inspected  it  at  all ;  the  Government  refused  to  buy  it. 

Q.  Why  did  the  Government  refuse  to  buy  it  7 — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q<  Somebody  must  have  seen  it,  if  the  Government  refused  to  buy  it. — A.  I  don't  think 
"▼body  saw  it  at  all. 

Q.  How  could  the  Government  refuse  to  buy  itf— -A.  They  did  not  want  to  buy  it,  and 
then  they  changed  their  minds  in  a  few  days  and  bought  it. 

Q.  What  department  of  the  Government  refused  to  buy  it? — A.  I  think  it  was  refused  by 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Admiral  Reynolds. 

Q.  Where  was  he  t — A.  He  was  at  Washington. 

Q.  Did  be  see  the  coal ! — A.  He  could  not  have  seen  the  coal.  I  don't  think  anybody 
could  have  seen  the  coal. 

Q.  Would  a  man  send  a  cargo  of  coal  around  there  and  expect  to  sell  it  to  the  Goyem- 
n»«»t?— A.  He  did  not  expect  to  sell  it  to  the  Government.  It  came  there  on  a  venture. 
They  bring  it  there  in  ships  as  ballast,  to  sell  in  the  market.  It  went  out  there  just  as  you 
wonld  send  any  article  there.  The  Government  refused  to  purchase  it,  and  then  afterward 
parehased  it  at  an  advance  of  $7  a  ton  of  Mr.  Hanscom.  The  general  supposition  was  that 
be  porcbased  the  coal  of  the  may  who  owned  it  there. 

Q.  What  officer  was  it  who  purchased  the  coal  from  Mr.  Hanscom  7 — A.  That  was  done 
^y  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  bureau. 

Q-  Wliat  officer  refused  to  buy  it  on  the  part  of  the  Government  f— A.  Admra^  Reynolds, 
I  suppose.  I  think  the  telegraphic  dispatch  came  from  Admiral  Reynolds,  not  the  Secro; 
^^'  I  think  the  coal  was  taken  for  either  Construction  or  Steam-Engineering,  which  do 
not  require  that  kind  of  coal. 

Q*  How  much  of  that  coal  was  there? — A.  My  recollection  is,  something  about  1,000  or 
IfpuOtons.  The  coal  was  sent  out  as  coal  is  very  frequently  sent  out,  as  ballast  in  mer- 
<^t*ship8,  and  do  person  wanted  it  at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Low,  one  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants there,  who  owned  the  coal,  offBred  it  to  the  Government,  and  it  was  declined.  That 
"  *11 1  know  about  it; 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Are  you  stationed  at  Portsmouth  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  7 — A.  I  am  senior  aid  on  the  yard  in  the  executiye  department, 
have  been  there  since  the  Ist  of  November. 

Q.  Have  you  known  at  any  time,  in  any  yard,  any  material  which  has  been  inspect 
and  rejected  by  the  proper  officer,  to  be  afterward  received  f — A.  No  ;  I  have  never  kno« 
anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  open  purchases  of  material  for  the  yard  ? — A.  N 
sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q>  Have  you  not  some  knowledge  of  irregularities  there  ? — A.  None  at  all.    The  oa 
time  I  have  ever  been  at  a  navy -yard,  I  was  on  ordnance  duty,  which  was  a  separate  a 
of  thing.    The  powder,  shot,  and  shell  are  supplied  by  contract.     I  had  very  little  to 
with  outside  parties. 


Boston,  March  27, 187^ 
WlLl.l.wi  P.  Blaney  swv)rn  aud  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  is  the  owner  of  ftho  yacht  America  ? — Answer.  I  do 
know  ;  but  I  suppose  from  the  papers  that  I  took  from  the  yacht  America,  and  held  in 
possession,  that  General  B.  F.  Butler  was  the  owner. 

Q.  From  whom  did  he  obtain  the  boat !— A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  say ;  I  took  che 
of  the  yacht  America  after  she  arrived  here  from  Annapolis. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  building  of  a  boat  for  her  in  this  yard? — A.  T. 
not,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  by  what  authority  one  was  built  and  sent  on  board  of  herf — A.  . 
sir  ;  I  only  know  that  I  had  a  boat  that  came  with  her. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  boat  was  it? — A.  It  was  an  ordinary  launch;  a  boat  that  had  Ip 
somewhat  neglected  as  well  as  herself,  I  found,  to  my  sorrow. 

Q.  Where  did  she  come  from  f — A.  She  came  from  Annapolis. 

Q.  Had  she  been  a  Government  boat  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  seen  her  long  before  I  t* 
command  of  her,  and  known  her  from  her  infancy.  I  took  command  of  her  in  Bay  Vm 
his  summer  residence. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  having  a  boat  m%de  for  her  here  f — A.  Nothing,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Has  there  not  been  a  new  boat  built  for  her? — ^A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  ;  there  n 
none  while  I  had  command  of  her. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  command  of  her  ?— A.  I  took  command  of  the  America  the  I 
of  May,  1873,  and  laid  her  up  the  20th  of  October,  1873  ;  that  was  when  my  term  of  servi 
expired  with  General  Butler. 

Q.  Where  did  you  lay  her  un  ? — A.  In  Beverly. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  her  since  T — A.  But  once. 

Q.  Has  sne  not  two  boats  now  ? — A.  She  had  not  when  I  saw  her;  I  went  out  on  a  da 
pleasure  in  a  steam-yacht,  and  went  alongside  of  her,  aud  she  had  no  boats  then  with  hi 
they  were  away  from  the  yacht. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  was  that  yacht  America  worth  when  you  took  charge  of  her  Y — A.  There  w 
parties,  friends  of  mine,  who  were  anxious  to  purchase  the  yacht,  and  they  asked  my  opini 
1  would  not  have  given  $4,000  for  the  America  as  she  stood  when  I  took  her  ;  she  was  in 
worst  condition  I  ever  saw  a  boat. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  her  while  you  were  in  command  of  her? — A.  Nothing  but 
round  the  coast  here. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  any  merchandise  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  The  general  was  taking  his  friends  out  in  her  ? — A.  Yes.  sir;  sailing  round  for  pie 
nre.  The  general|  was  with  her  on  but  one  or  two  occasions ;  his  time  was  so  much  oc 
pied  that  he  was  not  able  to  go.  ^ 

Q.  Who  did  use  her  f — A.  His  family  ;  the  general's  son  was  the  principal  one  who  u 
her. 

Q.  Did  she  carry  anything  at  all  ? — A.  Notliing  whatever ;  she  kimply  went  out  fo 
day,  and  came  in  at  night. 

Q.  Purely  a  pleasure-boat  1 — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  How  large  a  crew  did  you  have  ? — A.   I  had  sixteen  men. 

Q.  What  is  her  tonnage? — A.  Two  hundred  and  one  of  the  old;  about  one  hundred 
the  new. 

Q.  Who  owns  her  now? — A.  That  is  a  conundrum;  I  do  not  know, I  am  sure.  I 
not  know  where  she  is  now. 
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Q.  X)o  yoa  know  of  ibe  Goveruineot  doin^  anything^  to  that  vessel  after  sbe  came  here  7 
—A.  iNotbiog  at  all.  except  this  ;  that  I  took  out  some  shot  and  shell  at  this  yard  and  landed 
it,aa<)  took  in  some  iron  ballast. 

Q.  Sy  whose  orders  f — A.  I  cannot  say,  except  the  commandant,  who  was  then  Mr.  Par- 
rot, I  l>elieve. 

Q.  What  had  she  to  do  with  shot  and  shell  ? — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  say  ;  that  is 
what  I  found  in  her.     It  was  in  as  ballast,  I  suppose. 

Q.    .And  yoa  exchanj^ed  that  for  pi^-iron  for  ballast  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.     A^'hdt  did  you  do  with  that  ?— A.  I  left  that  in  her. 

Q.    Yoa  carried  it  all  the  time  for  ballast? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.    X)id  yon  take  any  more  in  than  you  took  out  ?— A.  No,  not  much. 

Q.  I  sappose  the  shells  were  empty  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  should  not  have  remained  there  a 
great  awhile,  I  think,  if  they  bad  been  loaded. 

Q.    She  had  no  gune,  or  any  means  of  using  shot  or  shell  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  none  whatever. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  the  Government  btul  used  her  for  f — A.  I  think  they  used  her  for  a 
midsliipman's  training-ship ;  she  was  used  for  that  purpose  when  I  saw  her  in  Newport, 
sever&l  years  ago;  she  was  there  some  time  before  the  rebellion. 


Washington,  Jpril  11,187b. 
Joaiv  B.  SiMONDS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Question.  In  what  business  are  you  engaged  ? — Answer.  In  the  navy-yard. 
Q.   What  navy-yard  f — A.  Chariest  iwn,  orr<ither  called  Boston  navy-yard,  now,  I  believe. 
Q-  What  are  you  doing  at  the  navy-yard  / — A.  I  have  been  under  the  inspector  of  timber 
aod  lumber  ;  it  has  been  my  business^  assist  him  in  bis  duties. 

Q.  Bow  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  business  7 — A.  I  have  been  there  since  the 
1^  of  Jane,  lti6i.     I  went  in,  in  the  first  place,  as  quartermau  over  a  gang  of  laborers. 
Q.  Have  you  been  out  at  any  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  jou  out  f — A.  I  have  been  suspended  some  two  or  three  times  ;  I  don't 
»  ncollect  just  the  dates. 

Q.  When  were  you  last  employed  there  7 — A.  I  was  at  work  when  I  was  summoned. 

Q>  When  did  you  receive  your  last  appointment  to  report  to  that  yard  for  work  7 — A.  I 
gn^  I  was  notified  to  come  in  to  work  on  the  17th  of  March. 

Q>  From  whom  did  you  receive  your  i.ppointment  f — A.  I  do  not  know  who  from.  I 
mtde  DO  application  to  any  one.  There  was  a  man  came  up  and  notified  me  that  there  was 
u  order  for  me  to  go  to  work  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Where  were  you  then  7 — ^A.  At  home. 

Q.  In  Boston  f — A.  Charlestown ;  it  is  a  part  of  Boston  now. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  apply  to  Mr.  Hanscom  for  a  place  by  letter  or  otherwise  7 — A..  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  any  of  your  friends  7 — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  you  were  employed  by  telegraphic  order  from  him  7— A.  I  under- 
stood so. 

Q.  Who  told  you  so  7 — A.  Well,  I  think  it  was  the  constructor. 

Q.  DonUyou  know  who  it  wast — A.  No, sir. 

Q-  Were  you  surprised  at  the  appointment? — A.  I  was  at  the  time. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Hanscom  since  yon  came  to  Washington  7 — A.  I  have  not. 

Q>  Your  position  is  that  of  assistant  timber-inspector  now,  is  it  notf — A.  No, sir;  I  do 
not  know  wnat  they  call  it.  I  was  put  on,  the  oraers  said,  or,  rather  Mr.  Easby,  the  con- 
lUactor,  said  that  he  wanted  the  timber  marked,  and  he  put  me  on  to  mark  ii. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  order  assigning  you  to  duty  there  7 — A.  I  did  not. 

Q-  Don't  you  know  that  it  read,  '*To  give  you  employment  wherever  yon  could  be  best 
^"^^ '— i.  I  could  not  say  whether  it  did  or  not.     I  did  not  see  the  order  an  all. 

Q.  What  have  yon  been  doing  since  you  have  been  there  the  last  time? — A.  Helping  sur- 
^^y;  commenced  helping  survey  some  of  the  timber;  had  not  but  just  commenced  ;  had 
only  worked  half  a  day. 

Q-  Why  did  you  not  come  to  the  navy-yard  and  report  for  duty  when  you  were  first  ap- 
pointed f— A.  Because  I  had  made  arrangements  to  go  away.  1  was  not  notified  until  the 
night  before  1  went  away  in  the  morning. 

Q-  Were  you  absent  from  Boston  when  the  committee  was  there, 4ill  the  time? — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Absent  before  thoy  arrived  there? — A.  Yes, sir., 

Q-  And  did  not  return  until  after  they  had  left  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  return  until  the 
next  Saturday  after  they  left. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  procurement  of  the  contract  by  Donald  McKay,  for 
bnildmjr  the  schooner  Adams  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  assisted  in  doing  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

H'  Yon  know  nothing  about  it  ?  —A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  anything  abont  the  false  or  fraudulent  measurement  of  timber  that  has 
been  brought  into  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  at  any  time  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  You  Know  that  the  timber  is  short  in  the  yard,  don't  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  books  and  the  actual  timber  in  the  yard  do  not  correspond  by  500,000  feet.    Yoa 
have  been  informed  of  that  fact,  have  you  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  connected  with  that  timber,  and  don't  know  that  fact? — A.  I  never he&rd 
of  it  before. 

Q.  And  vou  have  been  there  for  years  in  that  yard  and  connected  with  the  limber  bwi- 
ness,  and  don't  know  that  fact? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  It  is  fully  stated,  and  we  have  the  evidence  of  it  here.    How  could  such  a  tbing  occur, 
and  the  officers  know  nothing  of  it  1 

The  Witness.  Is  that  in  the  '*  Construction  ?" 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir:  I  believe  it  in  in  the  engineer's  department. 

A.  The  '•  Construction  "  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  department  excopt  its  own. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  any  of  the  timber  to  Donald  McKay,  to  be  usel  in  this  veaseU— A. 
I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  delivered  to  him  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  more  thau  suflScient  to  build  the  vessel  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  got  any  timber  anywhere  else  in  the  city  of  Boston  that 
has  not  been  worked  in  that  vessel  ? — A.  I  do  not ;  only  by  hearsay. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  bis  having  aby  timber  in  the  hull  of  the  vessel,  stowed  away,  after 
it  was  completed ;  it  had  not  been  delivered  yet,  I  believe  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Cannot  you  approximate  the  amount  of  lumber  that  was  delivered  to  Mr.  McKaj  to 
build  that  vessel  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  deliver  any  lumber  to  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  ? — A.  Mr.  Sprague,  inspector. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  he  delivered  to  Mr.  McKay  7 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  it  all  for  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  vessel  require  all  the  timber  that  yon  knd  Mr.  Sprague  delivered  to  lir.  Mc- 
Kay f — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  survey  of  a  lot  of  timber  on  which  payment  was 
made  to  the  contractor,  when  the  timber  was  so  covered  with  mud  and  water  that  a  survey 
was  impossible  to  have  been  made,  and  that  you  reported  to  the  inspector  that  it  was  covered  ^ 
with  mud  and  water,  and  yet  the  survey  was  made  T — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Well,  give  the  facts  about  that — A.  There  was  a  raft  of  timber  came  in,  anditw** 
put  into  the  dock,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  surveyed,  and  was  surveyed  as  it  laid  on  the 
mud. 

Q.  In  water  and  mud  ? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  water ;  the  tide  leaves  it  all  clear  when 
the  tide  goes  out.     It  was  surveyed  when  the  tide  was  out. 

Q.  How  could  it  be  surveyed  in  that  condition  ? — A.  We  surveyed  it  the  best  we  coulo. 

Q.  Could  it  be  surveyed  with  any  sort  of  accuracy  t — A.  O,  yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  Could  you  tell  how  many  feet  and  inches  there  were,  and  what  was  the  character  oi 
the  lumber,  when  it  w^as  covered  with  mud ;  whether  it  was  first,  second,  or  third  <^^'^^'T 
A.  Well,  you  know  there  was  but  one  side  covered — the  under  side.  We  took  aod  sorveYed 
itVhen  it  first  went  in,  when  the  tide  had  went  out,  and  it  had  not  settled  much,  and  what 
had  we  took  a  shovel  and  dug  around  it  so  that  we  could  get  under  it,  and  we  have  a  booK' 
rule  where  you  can  get  under  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  that  timber  was  rated;  whether  first,  second,  or  what  class?— ^• 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  price  paid  for  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  delivered  that  timber? — A.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Trickey's  lot. 

Q.  What  sort  of  lumber  was  it  f — A.  White  oak. 

Q.  Who  delivers  all  the  oak  and  pine  timber  at  that  yard ;  what  contractor  does  it  all,  o^ 
does  one  or  more  do  it  I — A.  I  could  not  tell  any  particular  contractor.  Mr.  Trickey  ba^ 
delivered  a  good  deal,  and  some  other  ones. 

Q.  Can  you  name  any  other  contractor  who  delivers  whito-oak  lumber  except  Mr.  Trickey  T 
— A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  During  the  time  that  you  have  been  there  7 — A.  I  cannot  give  the  name  of  the  owner 
of  the  cargo  delivered  last  fall  or  this  winter ;  in  fact,  recently.  I  don't  remember  his  name, 
but  I  think  he  stops  in  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  Was  not  that  lumber  owned  by  Mr.  Trickey  and  delivered  by  his  orders  ? — A.  No,  mt. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that? — A.  I  do  not  know  it  for  a  fact,  ouly  what  I  was  told.  I  ain't 
supposed  to  know  anything  about  the  affairs  only  as  I  am  told. 

Q  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  timber-bending  machiD< 
to  the  Government  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  only  by  hearsay — reporti 
going  around. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  ever  hear  say  anything  about  itt — A.  I  could  not  tell;  I  suppose  i 
hundred. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Oliver  Griffiths  say  anything  about  thatf — A.  Nothing  particular. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  that  there  was  any  money  paid  to  effect  the  sale  ?^A.  Nc 
sir. 
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Q.  Dou't  you  know  that  Oliver  Griffiths  compelled  that  bending- machine  company  to  pay 
him  a  certain  amount  of  money  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  auy thing  about  oxen  being  put  in  that  yard  by  any  person  to  be  fat- 
tened?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  fat  oxen  being  sold  to  any  one,  and  poor  ones  taken 
in  their  place  f — A.  No  further  than  that  I  know  cattle  have  been  sold  and  new  ones  bought. 

Q.  In  what  condition  were  they  when  they  were  sold  ? — A.  Not  fit  for  use. 

Q.  Were  those  they  put  in  fit  for  use  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  They  never  bought  any  poor  ones? — A.  The  cattle  that  they  bought  were  generally 
tliin  of  flech. 

Q.  What  is  that  for  ? — A.  They  get  their  growth  on  them.  The  way  I  should  do  if  I  was 
going  to  buy,  I  should  buy  young  lean  cattle  for  a  low  price,  and  you  get  the  growth  of 
ibem. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  Mr.  John  Trickey  has  put  oxen  poor  in  flesh  in  the  navy-yard, 
snd  the  Government  has  paid  him  a  fixed  price  for  their  labor  until  they  have  got  tat  enough 
for  the  butcher,  when  they  were  taken  out  and  their  places  filled  with  poor  ones? — A.  No, 
«ir,  I  donU  think  he  has  ever  done  so.     I  know  he  has  put  cattle  in  there. 

Q.  And  been  paid  for  them  by  the  day's  work  f — A.  By  the  day,  a*s  1  have  understood. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  when  they  went  out  they  were  iu  better  condition  than  when 
they  went  in  ? — A.  They  generally  are,  all  of  them. 

Q.  When  they  got  fat  he  woula  take  them  out  and  put  thin  ones  in  ?— A.  I  never  knew 
of  him  doing  so ;  only  when  they  get  through  with  the  une  of  the  cattle,  he  would  take  them 
OQt  and  then  when  they  wanted  some  cattle  he  would  bring  them  in  again. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  thev  pay  him  a  day  for  the  use  of  his  cattle? — ^.A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  frickey  has  any  influence  in  procuring  the  appointment  of 
persons  in  that  yard,  or  removing  them  Y — A.  I  don't.     1  should  hardly  think  he  did. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  he  has  been  enjoying  the  monopoly  of  the  tim- 
ber business  so  long? — A.  I  could  not  tell  anything  about  it,  for  I  would  not  know  any- 
thing shout  it ;  I  don't  know  where  he  gets  his  influence. 

Q>  You  know  that  he  has  been  furnishing  timber  for  a  great  many  years  ? — A.  1  know  he 
M«  furnished  a  good  deal. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  ho  has  furnished  it  at  very  high  prices? — A.  I  do  not  kno\v 
wythinjf  about  the  prices,  only  by  hearsay.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  books,  or  any- 
thing of  thi  kind. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  boat  being  built  at  that  yard  for  a  private  individual? — 
^  J^'o,  air;  a  sail-boat  I 

Q-  A  launch  ;•  a  small  boat  ac<:ompaning  a  large  one.— A.  I  do  not. 

Q>  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  timber  that  was  furnished  and  the  work  that  was 
done  on  the  Government  dredger  ?--A.  I  don't.     That  was  \^  the  *'  Yards  and  Docks." 

Q>  Do  you  know  of  any  timber  having  been  brought  into  that  yard  and  falsely  measured ; 
or  did  I  aok  you  that  awhile  ago  7 — A.  You  asked  me  that. 

Q'  Do  you  know  of  any  presents  having  been  given  to  persons  connected  with  the  Navy 

by  any  person  outside  of  it? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q-  Do  you  know  of  any  offix:er  of  the  Navy  having  any  interest  iu  contracts? — A.  I  do 
not. 

Q'  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  or  abuse  about  the  navy-yai'ds  that  you  could  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Everything,  as  far  as  you  know,  has  been  carried  on  right  there  ? — A.  As  far  as  I 
KQow.   There  is  always  reports  in  navy-yards  going  all  the  time. 

,  Q>  Do  you  know  of  persons  being  ordered  to  be  employed  from  the  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion here,  and  sent  down  there  with  orders  to  employ  them  at  certain  prices,  &c.  ? — A.  No, 
«ir,  only  by  hearsay ;  that  is  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  timber  is  supplied  at  that  yard  ;  whether  by  open  contract  or  by 
Wnual  lettingsT — A.  I  don't  know.     If  you  want  only  what  I  have  heard,  I  have  under- 
stood that  it  had  been  bought  partly  by  open  purchase  and  part  bv  contract. 
.  %  The  timber  that  has  been  carried  to  that  yard,  is  it  furnished  at  a  reasonable  price,  or 
u  It  your  experience  that  it  has  been  at  a  very  high  price  ? — A.  I  don't  know  the  price. 

%  Do  yon  know  anything  about  that  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  something  that  I  never  have 

1^0 interest  in;  it  was  nothing  that  concerned  me  about  my  business,  and  I  did  not  meddle 

^»th  it. 

Q*  You  tell  us  that  you  do  not  know  bow  you  came  to  be  ordered  to  be  employed  in  the 
^^y-yard  two  or  three  weeks  ago  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q-  Don't  you  know  that  these  places  are  eagerly  sought  for?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  How  do  yon  account  for  this  that  you  should  feceive  this  appointment  without  you 
wowing  from  what  source  it  came  ? — A.  I  don't  know  how  it  happened. 

Q-  You  received  no  notification  from  Mr.  Hanscom  that  you  nad  been  ordered  to  report 
*tthe  navy.yard? — A.  No,  sir.  The  first  I  knew  anything  about  it,  there  was  word  sent 
lo  Die  that  I  was  ordered  to  work ;  to  mark  that  timber,  the  constructor  said. 

Q-  What  constructor  was  it  notified  you  7 — A.  Mr.  Easby.  I  guess  he  did  not  do  it  di- 
rectly, hut  he  notified  Mr.  Sampson,  the  master  carpenter. 


268  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  efforts  recently  beinp^  made  to  remove  Mr.  Easby  ? — A.  No,  wr.  I 
want  you  to  understand  that  I  dou*t  say  I  never  beard  of  these  things,  but  IoQlj8tAte 
what  I  can  swear  to. 

Q.  Have  you  evm  heard  Mr.  Trickey  say  that  he  had  been  making  efforts  to  have  Mr. 
Easby  removed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  has  ? — A.  No,  I  never  heard  Mr.  Trickey  say  anything  aboot 
bis  being  removed. 

Q.  You  say  you  don't  know  of  any  wrongs  or  frauds  in  any  way  being  committed  in  the 
navy-yard,  which  you  could  now  call  to  your  mind  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Everything,  as  far  as  you  know,  has  been  done  rightly  f — A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  You  have  never  at  any  time  8inc«  you  have  been  there  seen  anything  going  on  that 
was  wrong  f — A.  I  don't  recollect  that  I  have. 

Q.  You  have  never  known  of  any  officer  taking  any  fraudulent  or  improper  course  toward 
the  Government  for  the  bene6t  of  any  one  outside? — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  your  services  are  really  needed  in  the  yard,  in  the  place  where  yoa 
are  now  ? — A.  I  do.  I  should  say  it  would  take  six  months  to  mark  the  timber  that  lijs  io 
the  yard  now,  that  has  not  been  marked  **  registered.  "  When  the  timber  was  bronght  there 
it  was  merely  put  on  with  a  paint-brush,  and  the  weatheris  washing  it  off,  and  it  it  is  not 
done  they  will  lose  the  marks  entirely,  and  there  will  be  no  head  or  tail  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Lewis  : 

Q.  How  long  bad  you  been  out  of  employment  at  the  navy-yard  previous  to  your  last  ap- 
pointment?— A.  I  went  out,  I  think,  on  the  seventh  day  of  January. 

Q.  For  what  cause  were  you  suspended? — A.  I  understand  for  want  of  money. 

Q.  You  were  suspended  last  January  for  want  of  money  ? — A.  I  understand  1  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  a  supply  of  money  had  been  received  in  the  mean  time?— A.  I 
don't.  I  have  been  out  once  since  that.  I  was  called  in  when  this  cargo  of  timber  came, 
to  help  get  it  out — some  eight  or  nine  days,  I  think. 

Q.  Where  were  you  preparing  to  go  when  you  received  this  notice  ? — A.  To  New  Hamp- 
shire to  visit  my  folks ;  partly  for  that  and  partly  on  business. 

Q.  You  were  not  moving  away,  then  ? — A.  O,  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  when  this  timber  is  received  it  is  marked  with  paint  ? — A.  Yes,  dr. 

Q.  And  your  business  is  to  remark  it  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  went  in  for  this  time. 

Q.  How  did  you  make  these  marks? — A.  I  cut  it  in  on  the  timber. 

Q.  How  much  are  you  paid  for  that  service? — A.  I  don't  know  what  they  are  going ^^ 
rate  me  at.    The  marker  heretofore  has  generally  got  $2.76  a  day. 

Q.  Could  not  any  ordinary  laborer  take  the  paint  marks  and  cut  them  into  the  wood^-- 
A.  I  do  not  know,  but  they  might  after  they  got  used  to  it ;  but  it  is  considerable  of  ajot> 
to  cut  it  in  with  a  gouge  and  mallet — the  figures  and  letters 

Q.  Did  all  this  timber  come'in  since  you  were  suspended  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  there  before  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  just  as  much  necessity  for  your  services  when  yoa  were  suspended  the 
last  time,  as  there  is  now  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  that  is  concerned.  , 

Q.  And  yet  you  say  you  were  suspended  in  January  for  want  of  money  ? — A.  I  snppo^ 
that ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  for,  only  that  was  the  impression  ;  they  were  all  8U8p«n^*J* 

Q.  Did  you  ever  suggest  to  any  one  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  department  to  ta»® 
you  back  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  make  any  suggestion  of  that  sort  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect  any. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  intimate  to  any  one  any  such  thing  as  that  since  these  investigatioi^^ 
were  being  known  about  1 — A.  I  do  not  recollect  about  ever  saying  so. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  prompted  Mr.  Hanscom  to  put  you  back  7 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  not  come  from  any  work  of  yours,  directly  or  indirectly  ? — A.  Not  that  I  *^ 
aware  of.  ^  , 

Q.  Did  you  never  intimate  to  any  one  that  you  had  within  your  bosom  of  mind  kno**^** 
edge  that  might  damage  the  Department?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  aware  that  I  ever  did.      ^ 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  talking  a  good  deal  to  people  about  your  being  out  ? — A.  WelK 


presume  I  have 

Q.  Have 
deal ;  insic 
have  lived 
that  some  < 
some  time. 


Q.  Have  not  these  investigations  been  talked  about  a  good  deal  ? — A.  O,  yes  ;  a  P^^yi 

I  presume  some  of  my  friends  in  Charlestown,  C 

that  some  of  them  fnterested  them.scives  for  me  to  get  me  to  work,  for  I  have  been  out  of  wof  ^ 


deal ;  inside  and  out.    I  do  not  know,  but  I  presume  some  of  my ._  

have  lived  there  a  good  many  years,  and  have  a  good  many  friends  there.)  and  I  presun* 


By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  saying  publicly  in  the  str<jets  of  B  >atoj,  thit  you  knew  cnoug'*' 
against  the  Department  to  hang  tnem  ? — A.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Never  said  it  to  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  1  have  heard  that  since  I  came  back  fromN'e^ 
Hampshire.  . 

Q.  You  never  intimated  to  anybody  after  your  discharge,  that  you  were  in  possession  9  ^ 
facts  that  would  prove  Government  officers  guilty  of  gross  frauds? — A.  No, sir. . 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  a  statement  of  that  kind  getting  to  the  ear  of  the  Department 
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)f  your  being  restored  ? — A.  I  know  such  statements  have  been  going  around, 

now  it  until  after  I  came  back  from  New  Hampshire. 

a  know  that  statements  of  that  kind  hare  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 

t  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

t  give  the  committee  any  surmise  as  to  how  this  appointment  came  to  you 

.  I  cannot ;  I  knew  nothing  about  it  until  it  came. 

dreaming  of  such  a  thing  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

e  you  know  that  the  order  came  direct  from  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  I  do  not  know 

lee  the  order.     Mr.  Easby  told  Mr.  Sampson,  the  master-carpenter  there,  who 

sent  for  me,  I  think,  that  there  was  an  order  from  the  Department  to  put  me 

X  was  the  first  I  knew  of  it.     The  first  I  knew  of  the  committee  wanting  me 

9w  Hampshire,  and  I  saw  in  the  paper  on  Friday  that  my  name  was  used 

knd  I  started  on  Saturday  and  came  home. 


Washington,  ApnlUf  1876. 
CEY  sworn  and  examined. 

Mills  : 

\rhere  do  yon  live  ? — Answer.  I  live  in  Watertown,  Mass. 
1  been  a  contractor  in  the  Navy  Department  for  some  time  7 — ^A.  I  have,  sir. 
iwe  yoa  been  supplying  7 — A.  Most  all  kinds  of  timber,  particularly  white  oak, 
white  pine,  ash,  and  all  kinds  of  lumber  in  my  line. 

^e  you  supplied  tliis  lumber  f — A.  A  large  quantity  of  my  contracts  have  been 
bids. 

ds  are  let  to  the  lowest  bidder? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

you  account  for  the  fact  that  you  have  been  so  successful  in  being  the  lowest 
'.  cannot  account  for  it  in  any  other  way  except  that  I  have  been  willing  to 
rices. 

know  that  yoa  have  been  working  at  low  prices  ? — A.  I  think  I  have,  be- 
put  a  good  deal  of  timber  into  the  yard  that  has  cost  a  great  deal  more  than 

remember  putting  in  some  white  oak  at  $90  a  thousand  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have 

remember  your  bid  when  you  and  Mr.  Huckings  and  somebody  else  bid  on 

«r  and  you  bid  $90Y7-A.  No,  sir.    I  remember  bidding  on  soipe  white-oak 

ents  a  cubic  foot. 

&t  a  low  price  ? — A.  A  low  price  for  timber  of  that  quality. 

know  that  it  could   have  been  bought  for  60  cents  a  foot  in  Boston  at  that 

»,  sir ;  no  such  timber  could  have  been  bought  for  that  price. 

know  that  other  parties  were  selling  for  that  price  f — A.  No.  sir;  not  that 
ras  for  bending  purposes — to  be  so  large. 

remember  furnishing  70,000  feet  of  pine  plank  to  the  navy-yard  at  one  time  7 — 
link  likely  I  had. 

1  you  buy  that  plank  from  f — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

ight  it  from  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  Boston,  did  you  not  T — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
d.     I  nsually  buy  my  stuff  in  New  York,  Newburgh,  Ohio,  and  Maryland, 
remember  buying  70,000  feet  of  pine  plank  from  a  merchant  in  Boston  at  $32 
—A.  No,  sir.    What  quality  of  plank  f    We  run  by  qualities,  such  as  Nos.  1, 
to  30.    All  these  qualities  we  have  got  prices  for. 
remomber  that  you  bought  70,000  feet  of  plank  from  a  merchant  in  Boston, 

$32  a  thousand  for  it,  and  sold  50,000  feet  at  $55,  and  20,000  feet  at  $45  a 
hout  ever  having  your  hand  on  the  lumber  at  all  Y — A.  No,  sir. 

not  remember  that  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  it.  If  I  have  done  it, 
uld  show  it. 

'^master's  books  would  show  what  you  got  from  the  Government  for  it,  and  the 
the  merchant  from  whom  yon  purchased  the  lumber  shows  what  you  gave  him 
!,200  it  appears  that  you  made  $1, 100  from  the  Government. — ^A.  I  have  no 

it. 
on  not,  in  keeping  ap  your  connection,  as  a  contractor,  with  the  navy* yard, 
of  that  sort  all  the  time  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  lost  on  one  lot  that  I  furnished  the 
M 0,500  at  one  time. 

fts  it  that  yon  kept  up  your  connection  as  a  contractor  with  the  Government  when 
ng  in  that  way  f — A.  I  do  not  say  that  I  have  lost  in  that  way  all  the  time ; 
i  nut  made  money  all  the  time. 

it  that  you  have  been  so  successful  in  being  the  lowest  bidder  at  all  these  lettings  f 
1  tell  just  as  well  as  I  can.  I  have  never  gone  inside  of  one  of  these  lettings. 
)een  here  twice  when  the  bids  were  opened.     I  have  sealed  up  my  bids  and  f^iil 
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them  to  Washington,  and  they  wonld  make  retarns  apon  them.     I  did  not  know  anything 
more  about  them  here  than  yon  did,  sir. 

Q.  In  purchasin(^  Inmber  at  Boston,  did  not  the  pnrchasing-paymaster  always  come  to 
you  to  purchase? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  supply  them,  then  T — A.  I  do  not  know  how  other  people  supply,  but  I 
can  tell  you  how  I  came  to  supply.  If  a  requisition  is  made,  it  is  sent  to  the  paymaster, 
and  he  sends  to  me,  and  to  others,  bids  to  be  filled  up  and  signed. 

Q.  How  many  others  f — A.  I  do  not  know  who  he  sends  them  to. 

Q.  Do  you  confer  with  these  other  men  and  tell  them  what  your  bid  is,  and  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  do  not  think  that.     I  do  not  want  you   to  think  L 
■  would  do  that.    I  have  done  my  business  on  the  square.    I  am  too  old  a  man  to  do  such  a 
thing  as  that. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  Huckings  at  the  time  yon  bid  for  this  lumber,  and  tell  him  that  you  ha& 
put  in  your  bid  at  so  much  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not.     He  had  some  timber  that  would  an> 
swer  for  this  bending-purchase  ;  timber  that  was  clear  of  knots  as  it  has  to  be.  I  went  over  to 
see  what  he  would  seU  that  timber  for,  and  he  said  he  gave  a  dollar  a  foot  for  it.   Said  I,"  It 
is  some  time  ago  since  you  bought  it ;  can't  you  sell  it  for  a  little  less  new  7"     He  said,  **£ 
won't  sell  it  a  mill  less  than  that." 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  that  you  had  put  in  your  bid  at  ninety  cents  t — A.  I  had  not  put  iu 
any  bid  ;  I  was  then  looking  to  see  what  1  could  buy  timber  for,  before  I  came  to  put  in  my  bid. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  the  purchasing-paymaster  dares  not  ignore  you  when  he  goes 
into  the  market  to  purchase  timber  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  he  know  that  you  could  remove  him  if  he  did  not  give  yon  these  contracts  ?— A. 
I  never  lifted  my  hand  in  my  life  to  put  a  man  in  the  navj'^yard,  or  have  a  man  removed  from  it. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  trying  to  have  Mr.  Easby  removed  for  the  last  six  or  eight  weeks  f 
— A.  He  says  I  am  the  only  one  that  has  kept  him  there ;  but  he  has  given  me  more  credit  thau 
I  deserve.     I  have  not  meddled  with  it. 

Q.  Have  you  not  spoken  to  any  one  here  about  having  Mr.  Easby  removed  f — A.  I  do  not 
think  I  have  mentioned  the  thing  within  eight  or  ten  months. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  something  said  about  a  year  ago  bj 
some  man  in  my  office.  I  said  Mr.  Easby  was  an  honest  man  and  a  man  that  would  do 
right  by  the  Government,  and  they  had  better  let  well  enough  alone. 

Q.  Yo"u  never  tried  to  have  him  removed  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  tried  to  get  a  constructor  there  by  the  name  of  Steel? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  know  the  man  at  all  until  last  June. 

Q.  Why  did  you  want  a  constructor  there  ? — A.  Because  we  have  always  had  one,  and 
there  are  some  men  I  would  prefer  to  others. 

Q.  Why  would  you  prefer  this  man,  that  man,  or  another  man? — A.  You,  or  I,  or  any- 
body else  would  prefer  a  man  who  was  respectable  and  h*igh-mindel. 

Q.  You  say  you  never  knew  anything  about  this  man  Steel  until  last  June  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
This  man  was  talked  about  for  the  place,  and  I  said  I  should  just  as  soon  have  Mr.  Steel  as 
any  man  if  we  had  got  to  have  a  cnange. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  timber  that  was  rejected  at  this  navy -yard  here,  at 
Washington,  which  you  got  a  man  by  the  name  of  0;>ugh  to  sellf — A.  No,  sir;  you  know 
I  have  bad  a  partner  in  my  business  ever  since  I  first  started.  I  have  never  famished  a 
contract  but  what  Mr.  Jewett  has  been  interested  with  me  the  whole  way  through.  Fre- 
quently he  comes  and  settles  up  these  bills,  and  I  do  not  have  anything  to  do  with  them.  I 
buy  most  of  the  timber. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  timber  that  has  been  sold  to  the  yard  by  you,  and  that  has  been 
rejected,  you  have  got  orders  to  have  received  over  the  reiHCtion  of  the  inspectors  f — A.  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  did  but  once,  and  I  do  not  know  as  I  did  that.  I  do  not  know  but  once  ;  I 
had  a  few  ash  planks  left  and  they  were  received  after  their  rejection. 

Q.  By  what  authority  were  they  received  f — A.  I  do  not  know  but  it  was  from  the  bureau 
here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  was  from  the  bureau  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  it  received  f — A.  The  orders  went  to  the  commodores  there  for  them 
to  receive  it. 

Q.  You  complained  of  somebody? — A.  I  never  complained  of  anybody  in  the  nary-yard 
in  my  life.     I  want  you  to  understand  that  I  do  not  put  anything  into  the  yard  hardly  my- 
self.    I  do  not  buy  it  all  of  the  man  I  get  it  of.     If  it  is  received  in  the  yard  I  pay   him  for 
it.     If  it  is  rejected  he  takes  it  away.     I  have  no  interest  at  stake  to  make  the  Government 
take  poor  timber,  because  I  do  not  buy  a  hundred  feet  of  pine  lumber  on  my  contracts. 

Q.  Whom  do  you  buy  it  from  f — A.  I  buy  it  all  over  the  country.  I  have  bought  con- 
siderable  of  James  Bigler,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  I  have  bought  in  Manrland,  in  Dover,. 
Del.,  of  Mr.  Shakespeare.    I  have  handled  a  good  deal  of  timber  in  my  life. 

Q.  You  do  not  cut  any  of  the  timber  yourself? — A,  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  cut  a  great  deal  of 
it.     That  has  been  the  buHiness  of  my  life — cutting  and  manufacturing  tiiibcr. 

Q.  Where  is  your  office  in  Boston  ? — A.  21  Kilby  street. 

Q.  Where  is  the  office  of  the  purchasing-paymaster? — A.  21  Kilby  street. 

Q.  And  you  and  he  are  right  there  together? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  bare  been  furnisLin^  all  this  lamber  f — A.  I  have  furnished  a  great  deal ;  not  all. 
Q.  Has  anybody  furnished  any  white-oak  timber  besides  yourself  7 — A.  There  is  a  cargo 
now  unloading  there.     I  do  not  know  whose  it  is. 

Q.  Can  you  account  for  it,  how  it  happens  that  yon  get  all  these  contracts,  other  than  on 
the  snpposition  that  you  furnish  it  at  the  lowest  price  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  it  not  look  a  little  remarkable  that  when  those  bids  are  put  in  by  a  great  number 
of  lambermen  in  the  country  who  would  like  to  get  into  the  business,  you  manage  to  be 
the  lowest  bidder  every  time  f-^A.  Perhaps  to  others  it  would  look  so,  but  I  know  what  the 
timber  costs  and  I  know  about  what  a  man  can  sell  it  for.    I  am  traveling. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  know  better  than  other  merchants  there  ? — A.  I  think  I  travel  more 
tb&n  most  cf  them.  I  am  not  at  home  more  than  a  third  part  of  the  time.  I  understand  that 
the  story  came  here  that  I  lef^  on  account  of  the  committee  being  in  Charlestown.  I  should 
hsTo  been  down  in  Savannah  this  week  if  you  had  not  summon^  me. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  whenever  the  bureau  here  is  going  to  make  a  reqnisition  for  lum- 
ber t  And  then  do  you  not  come  on  here  to  consult  about  it? — A.'  No,  sir;  never  at  all. 
There  is  a  great  deal  let  here  that  I  never  heard  of. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  any  money  that  you  or  your  firm  loaned  to  Mr.  Hans- 
com?— A.  No, sir.  ^ 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  lend  him  any  money  7 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  we  ever  did. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  law -suit  in  Boston  in  which  your  books  were  produced  and 
showed  that  a  thousand  dollars  had  passed  from  your  firm  to  Mr.  Hanscom  7 — A.  My  books 
were  neTer  in  a  law-suit.  I  never  had  but  one  in  my  life.  I  have  steered  pretty  clear  from 
Uw-BQlts.    My  books  were  never  carried  into  court. 

Q.  Did  that  fact  appear  in  any  investigation  Y — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  money  transaction  with  Mr.  Hanscom  at  all  ? — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of,  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Q.  You  never  loaned  or  gave  him  any  money  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  him  any  presents  7 — A.  Never  in  my  life.  My  business  has  not 
been  profitable  enough  to  give  away  very  much. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  has  made  any  present  or  given  any  money  to  any 
officer  of  the  Navy,  to  secure  contracts  or  any  other  benefit? — A.  Never,  sir. 

Q*  Do  you  know  anything  about  Donald  McKay  having  paid  any  money  to  obtain  a  con- 
tnct  for  building  the  sloop  Adams  7 — A.  I  never  heard  of  it,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  one  having  paid  any  money  to  enable  them  to  sell 
a  timber-bending  machine  to  the  Government  f — ^A.  Never,  sir.  They  would  not  consult  me 
on  that,  for  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Q>  Have  yon  ever  recommended  any  person  to  appointment  in  the  navy-yard,  either  as 
derli,  inspector,  writer,  or  any  other  kind  of  officer  7 — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  complaints  against  officers  in  the  navy-yards  ? — A.  Never. 

Q'  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  practiced  in  Government,  in  the  mode  of  furnishing  tim- 
ber, or  false  measurement  of  timber,  or  in  any  other  manner,  at  this  navy-yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 
I  Derer  saw  a  stick  of  timber  measured  in  a  navy -yard  in  my  life. 

Q  Do  you  not  see  your 'own  timber  measured? — A.  No,  sir;  they  receive  it  in  the 
jard,  aod  that  which  they  receive  I  get  paid  for  from  the  Government ;  and  what  is  rejected 
belongs  to  him  whom  I  buy  it  of,  so  that  I  have  no  interest  to  cheat  the  Government  in  that 

WIT. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Spragrue,  the  timber- inspector  in  the  Charleston  yard? — A.  I  do. 

Q-  Is  he  a  poor  man  7 — A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  7 — A.  I  have  known  him,  I  should  think — I  don*t 
KDow  how  long  he  has  been  inspector  there,  but  I  should  think  five  or  six  years. 

Q>  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  pecuniary  condition? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know  any- 
tbing  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  lives  7 — A.  I  don't  know  anything  more  about  it  than  you  do ;  not 

stbiog. 

,  Q'  Yon  do  not  know  whether  these  officers  live  extravagantly  or  economically  ? — A.  No, 
sir.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that.  If  I  have  business  in  the  yard  I  go  in  and  attend  to 
ii»  aud  come  out  again. 

By  Mr.  Willis  : 

Q-  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  supplies  to  the  Government  7 — A. 
Since  1^62. 

Q-  What  is  the  character  of  the  supplies  that  you  generally  furnish  ? — A.  I  have  just 
told  the  other  gentlemen  that  I  furnished  all  kinds  of  lumber,  most. 

Q-  Have  you  ever  encountered  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  lumber  that  you  furnished 
accepted  in  the  yard  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

^*  Has  it  never  occurred  to  you,  in  your  experience  as  a  Government  contractor,  that 
yoor  goods  would  be  rejected,  and  that  you  haa  occasion  to  resort  to  other  modes  of  having 
them  inspected  than  the  ordinary  ones  ? — A.  I  learned  that  by  sad  experience,  when  I  first 
l^gan  to  furnish  the  Government  with  timber.  I  used  to  buy  my  timber  by  the  cargo,  and 
"»*n  bring  it  in,  and  they  rejected  a  portion  of  it.  After  that  I  never  bonght  any  timber 
except  what  I  bought  from  the  individual,  with  the  understanding  that  what  was  received 
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by  the  GoTernment  I  paid  him  for—that  which  was  accepted ;  and  that  rejected  I  Ud 
nothinfT  to  do  with. 

Q.  Has  it  never  occarred  that  lumber  furnished  bj  you  has  been  rejected,  and  that  joa 
afterward  contrived  to  have  it  accepted  f — A.  In  one  exception ;  only  one  exception. 

Q.  What  case  was  that  7 — A.  In  regard  to  some  ash  plank. 

Q.  What  were  the  instrumentalities  you  employed  then  to  effect  that  7 — A.  I  think  I  wrote 
to  the  bureau. 

Q.  To  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  chief  of  the  bureau  at  that  time  7 — A.  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  What  year  was  that  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  the  last  year. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  contract  for  furnishing  anything  to  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacolt, 
which  was  rejected  and  afterward  inspected  7~  A.  No,  sir;  I  never  furnished  but  one  lot  of 
stuff  to  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacoia  in  my  life,  and  that  has  been  this  winter.  I  sent  down 
some  lignum- vitsB,  and  some  other  timber.  The  dimensions  were  given,  and  I  sent  them 
larger  timber  than  was  called  for,  and  it  was  all  inspected  and  the  bills  sent  back  appro?ed. 
I  was  never  down  there  in  my  life,  and  do  not  know  any  of  tlie  people  there. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  variance  with  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Hanscom,  Mr.  Lenthall  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  In  connection  with  that  difficulty,  did  you  take  any  active  steps  to  secure  Mr.  LentM'i 
removal  f — A.  I  think  I  spoke  to  two  or  three  Senators  in  regard  to  it. 

Q.  What  Senators  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  now.  I  knew  most  of  the  Senators  from  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts.  I  had  resided  in  New  Hampshire,  and  I  voted  there  thirtj-five 
years. 

Q.  Did  you  expend  any  money  in  or  about  the  appointment  of  his  successor,  or  in  or 
about  his  removal  f — A.  Not  a  dollar. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  statement  to  anybody  that  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Hanscom 
cost  you  any  sum  of  money  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  lever  aid.    I  never  did. 

Q.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Vamey,  a  naval  constructor  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I^ 
never  saw  him. 

Q.  What  other  steps,  if  any,  did  you  take  to  secure  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lenthall  t—i^ 
That  is  all  I  ever  done. 

Q.  W^hat  did  your  difficulty  with  him  grow  out  off — A.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  a  defaah- 
ing  contractor ;  there  was  200  beams  for  some  ships  there  in  the  yard,  to  be  50  feet  long, 
and  to  be  sided  down  15  inches  and  curved  24  inches,  I  think,  from  end  to  end ;  the  crooks 
to  be  got  out;  and  they  sent  over  from  the  paymaster's  office  to  my  office,  asking  me  if  I 
could  not  supply  that.  At  first  I  said  I  would  not  bid  on  it ;  it  had  eot  to  be  furnished  in 
ninety  days;  a  defaulting  contractor  had  failed, and  they  wanted  this  timber.  I  said  I 
would  not  bid  on  it  at  all,  because  it  would  take  two  years  to  get  them  out  of  the  woods- 
sticks  of  that  sweep ;  and  I  sent  the  bid  back,  and  the  commandant  wrote  to  me  that  mf 
objection  perhaps  they  could  obviate ;  that  they  would  take  the  timber  large  enough  to 
allow  this  curve  ;  to  cut  it  down  large  enough  to  do  this  in  the  room  of  taking  it  of  the 
exact  size ;  that  if  I  would  furnish  the  timber  large  enough  to  get  the  sweep,  tb&t  thef 
would  take  it  just  as  it  was  ;  and  I  put  the  timber  in  there  within  ninety  days  ;  but  when  I 
came  to  make  out  my  bill,  it  was  all  made  out  and  came  here,  Mr.  Lenthall  rejected  it,  and 
said  there  was  too  much.  You  know,  of  course,  that  the  timber  measured  a  good  deal  more 
than  it  would  have  if  the  sticks  had  been  got  out  to  the  original  size.  He  said,  *'  I  will  not  pass 
that  bill  as  it  is."  I  said,  **That  was  the  agreement  with  the  commodore.  He  said,  "l^ 
you  will  bring  a  letter  from  him  to  that  effect  I  will  settle  that  bill."  I  went  home,  and  the 
commodore  wrote  such  a  letter  and  sent  it  here,  signed  also  by  the  captain  of  the  yard,  who 
was  the  executive  officer  present  when  the  bargain  was  made.  I  then  took  the  contract, 
and  put  the  timber  in.  Mr.  Lenthall  said  it  was  one  of  his  particular  friends — the  defaalt' 
ing  contractor — and  he  did  not  want  to  pass  that,  because  it  amounted  to  more  than  it  would 
have  if  the  timber  had  been  put  in  at  the  dimensions  specified.  Says  he,  **  I  cannot  pass 
that;  but  you  can  go  up  and  have  it  passed  over  my  head."  Says  1,  **  No,  Mr.  Lenthall, 
I  never  have  done  such  a  thing  as  that,  and  I  shall  not  do  it  now."  Says  he,  '*  I  shall  not 
pass  it."  And  then  I  went  and  told  these  Senators  ;  I  think  Charles  Sumner  was  one.  H* 
ttuid  it  was  very  wrong,  if  what  I  said  was  true,  and  they  learned  it  was  true,  and  that  was 
where  the  trouble  was ;  and  that  was  the  only  thing  I  ever  had  a  word  about  with  Mr* 
Lenthall  in  any  way. 

Q.  How  soon  after  that  was  Mr.  Lenthall  removed  T — A. 'Seven  or  eight  months. 

Q.  Do  yon  suppose  it  was  at  the  instigation  of  the  Senators  to  whom  you  had  spoken' 
— A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  said  that  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  said  that  you  were  instrumental  in  procuring  his  removal  7 — A.  Ne^er. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  paid  for  lumber  or  timber  that  did  not  pass  inspection  at  the 
yard  7 — ^A.  I  was  never  in  my  life  except  once ;  and  that  was  rejected  and  afterward  i^ 
ceived. 

Q.  Did  that  pass  inspection  at  the  yard  f — A.  It  passed  the  inspection  of  the  inspector 
and  the  contractor  rejected  it. 

Q.  Has  it  not  happened  in  your  business  transactions  with  the  Government  that  inspec* 
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tion  hns  been  refnsecl  at  the  yard  and  after  such  refusal  jou  have  been  paid  at  the  bureau  7 
—A.  Why,  bow  could  I  do  so  when  I  have  just  told  you  ihat  the  stuff  that  I  bought 

Q.  Ni^ver  mind  what  you  told  me ;  you  can  answer  that  question  yes  or  no  f — A.  No,  sir ; 
never,  »ir. 

Q.  Id  all  your  deaHngfs  that  you  have  had  with  the  Government  have  you  had  competi- 
tors in  every  instance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  except  a  very  few  times  thiit  they  sent  a  requisition 
tor  a  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  something  that  they  wanted  immediately;  and  I  have  gone  out 
and  farDJMhed  that.  Before  they  make  thoi«e  requisitions  up  they  go  out  and  get  the  prices  of 
thosA  articles,  and  then  make  their  requisition  based  on  that  price,  and  then  they  send  word 
to  know  if  I  can  furnish  that  for  that  price  ;  and  I  have  done  that  on  some  of  those  little 
orders  of  a  hundred  dollars  or  less. 

Q.  According  to  your  honest  judgment,  does  the  Government  pay  above  the  market-price 
for  timber  or  lumber  that  it  buys  T — A.  In  any  quantities  and  qualities.    . 

Q.  I  mean  taking  everything  into  consideration,  amounts  and  everything? — A.  We 
wonldsella  cargo  of  timber  containing  sticks  20,  22,  25  feet  long  for  considerably  less 
than  we  would  a  thousand  or  two  thousand  sticks  of  timber  that  the  shortest  one  shall  be 
35  feet  long^  and  the  longest  60  feet,  and  nothing  else  shall  be  received  at  the  yard.  We 
could  get  three  short  sticks  where  we  could  get  one  long  one. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  do  charge  the  Government  more  for  the  same  goods  than  pri- 
vate individuals  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  for  the  same  goods. 

Q.  Do  not  t — A    No,  sir  ;  never. 

Q.  Do  yon  generally  experience  any  difficulty  in  getting  payment  for  your  material? — A. 
Well, I  have  had  to  wait  some,  sir ;  through  the  war  I  had. 

Q.  On  the  average  how  long  did  you  have  to  wait  ? — A.  Sometimes  I  get  my  pay  imme- 
diately, and  then  again  I  have  had  to  wait  months. 

Q.  Have  you  carried  any  bills  from  one  year  over  into  another  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  got  bills  approved  on  a  certain  day,  and  then  at  a  subsequent  time  had 
the  bills  renewed  and  new  bills  for  the  same  thing  made  out  uf  a  different  date  f — A.  I  have 
never  done  that.     I  think  it  has  been  doue  in  the  navy-yard,  but  I  could  not  say  it. 

Q.  Who  are  the  special  competitors  of  yours  in  furnishing  lumber  and  timber  to  the  Gov- 
ernment t— A.  O,  well,  I  coula  not  tell  you,  sir,  there  are  so  many  of  them. 

Q  Mention  some  of  the  most  extensive. — A.  Mr.  Bigler  has  been  one  of  the  hardest 
men  that  I  hive  run  against,  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  Mr.  Shakespeare,  of  Dover,  !>•), 

Q.  Who  else  t — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Mr.  Swift,  of  New  Bedford  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Does  be  not  furnish  in  the  same  line  that  you  do  ? — A.  He  furnished  live-oak. 

Q.  That  is  his  specialty  7 — A.  I  have  never  known  of  his  doing  anything  else. 

Q.  What  have  been  the  extent  of  your  sales  lor  the  last  five  years  to  the  Government  ? 
—A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q-  Approximate  it. — A.  Perhaps  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  part  of  the  time, 
and  part  of  the  time  it  may  be  more,  and  then  a  good  deal  of  the  time  less.  I  would  not 
vMttofixit  at  $100,000. 

Q-  What  is  the  general  profit  that  contractors  in  the  Navy  make  upon  the  material  fur- 
nished ;  what  is  the  general  profit  that  they  expect  to  realize  upon  the  amount  of  money 
they  put  in  ? — A.  Sometimes  a  dollar  a  thousand  and  sometimes  15. 

Q.  What  per  cent.,  15  or  25? — A.  My  books  would  not  show  10  per  cent. 

Q.  Some  things,  I  suppose,  would  show  25  per  cent.  ? — A.  There  may  be  some  little  things 

that  I  buy Allow  me  to  go  back  some  ways.     My  books  were  taken  and  kept  for  a 

lonjftinie,  and  all  my  papers,  by  Mr.  Olcott  and  Mr.  Vidor. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ? — A.  Detectives  sent  there.  They  took  my  books  and  papers  and  went 
where  I  bought  the  lumber.  I  met  Mr.  Vidor  in  the  street  here  one  day,  and  he  says,  *•  If 
Ton  will  ^0  with  me  up  to  Mr.  Welles*,  I  will  go  up  and  say  to  them  that  the  Government 
owe*  you  instead  of  you  owing  the  Government." 

Q.  At  whose  instance  was  he  sent  there  to  take  your  books  and  papers! — A.  By  Fox  and 
Mr.  Sherwood  and  that  class  of  men. 

Q.  Where  you  have  a  contract  for  $50,000,  do  not  all  you  gentlemen  manage  to  make  a 
large  percentage  on  three  fourths  of  the  amount,  and  \oie  'A  or  4  per  cent,  on  the  balance  of 
tb«amouDt f— A.  No,  sir;  the* larger  the  amount  the  more  bidders  there  are  in  oak,  bard 
pioe,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q-  You  do  not  make  an  aggregate  bid  in  such  a  way  that  sometimes  you  can  make  a 
very  heavy  profit  on  the  greater  part  of  the  bid,  and  a  small  profit  on  a  small  fraction  of  it  7 
~~A.  No,  sir ;  if  there  w^as  a  large  contract,  and  a  portion  of  thai  was  for  large  oak  timber, 
wewoQJd  think  that  that  would  bear  a  pretty  good  price,  and  we  would  bid  pretty  high  on 
that,  because  you  could  not  furnish  large  timber  as  cheap  as  you  can  furnish  small  timber  ; 
>ih]  then  we  put  the  price  down  lower  on  the  small  class  of  timber. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  express  any  choice  as  to  the  suc«Mj8sor  of  Mi.  Lenthall  ? — A.  Never.  I 
think  I  did  say  one  day  to  somebody,  that  Mr.  William  Hanscom,  I  thought,  would  be  a 
p^  man,  if  he  was  in  the  Navy,  but  he  was  not  in  the  Navy;  and  then  I  spoke  of  Mr. 
I»»iah  Hanscom  to  one  Senator,  who  is  now  dead. 

H.  Mis.  17i),  pt.  2 18 
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Q.  Have  joq  any  contracts  now  pending  nnexecnted  with  the  Gk>yerninent  in  the 
cess  of  ezecation  ? — A.  If  they  hare  not  been  pat  in  within  ten  days,  there  is  aboot  5,C300 
feet  of  white-wood  boards  atPensacola. 

Q.  Is  the  Goveminent  indebted  to  you  in  any  sum  7 — A.  Not  very  much.  They  owe  nie 
for  this  little  stuff  that  I  hare  delirered  at  Pensacola,  and  they  owe  me  for  perhaps  $1,500  or 
12,000  besides. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Yon  say  you  mentioned  Wm.  Hanscom  as  a  proper  man  to  take  Mr.  LentbalTs  plfr^;«  7 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  peculiar  fitness  did  he  have  for  that  place  T — A.  He  is  a  g^od  mechanic 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  mechanics  besides  him  equally  as  well  fitted  for  the  place  f 
— A.  I  was  not  very  much  acquainted  with  any  of  those  people.  Mr.  Hanscom  1  haT-e 
known  several  years.   I  was  residinf^  in  New  Hampshire^—- 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  of  any  mechanic  in  the  navy->ard,  without  9:oing  outside  of  it,  wbo 
was  as  well  qualified  as  Mr.  William  Hanscom  f — ^A.  No ;  not  so  ^od  a  mechanic  as  be  wa»> 

Q.  Did  you  want  Mr.  William  Hanscom  in  the  place  for  the  twnefit  of  the  GovemmenI 
or  your  own  benefit  ? — A.  No  more  for  the  benefit  of  myself  than  the  Oovemment. 

Q.  You  say  yon  represented  the  interests  of  the  Government  in  wanting  him  there  T— A. 
I  was  in  favor  of  the  man  that  I  supposed  would  be  the  best  man  for  the  place. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  in  Mr.  Lenthall,  as  far  as  the  Government  was  concenied, 
that  you  wanted  him  removed  f — A.  No,  sir ;  only  that  he  would  not  pass  my  bill  for 
122,000 ;  that  I  had  to  lay  out  of. 

Q.  Then  yon  wanted  Mr.  Lenthall  removed  because  he  was  opposed  to  your  interests  f— 
A.  Because  he  said  he  would  not  pass  my  bill. 

Q.  Then  it  was  not  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  that  you  wanted  to  have  him 
removed! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  for  the  same  reason  that  you  wanted  William  Hauscom  put  in  there  t— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  officer  of  the  Government  that  yon  have  tried  to  have  removed  from 
his  position  because  he  differed  with  you  about  what  his  official  duty  was  f — A.  My  impres' 
sion  is  that  that  was  the  only  one. 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  speak  to  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  on  that  subject  T — A.  I  should 
think  I  did. 

Q.  Whof — A.  I  should  think  Mr.  Cragin. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  him  about  having  Mr.  Hanscom  put  in  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  bad  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Hanscom  since  you  have  been  here  this 
timef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  to  see  him  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  him  a  minute  nn  the  street.  I  have 
not  been  to  his  house — not  over  five  minutes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  you  were  summoned  here  before  the  commitiee  7 — A.  I  do  not  think 
that  was  referred  to.  I  have  no  knowledge  about  anything  wrong  in  regard  to  this  :  but  if  I 
knew  any  wrongs  I  would  tell  you.  I  have  told  you  the  whole  story  ou  my  oath,  and  I  sap- 
pose  I  ought  to  know  what  an  oath  is. 

Q.  Did  not  yon  tell  me  a  while  ago,  when  I  asked  if  you  bad  ever  used  your  influence  to 
have  any  offi<er  removed  from  his  position,  that  you  had  never  done  so  f — ^A.  If  you  will 
allow  me — 1  had  forgotten  Mr.  Lenthall. 

By  Mr.  WiLUS : 

Q.  Did  you  not  confer  with  some  other  contractors  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Leothairs  re- 
moval T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q  Did  not  ^ou  ever  combine  with  other  contractors  to  effect  bis  removal 7 — ^A.  No,  sir; 
never  in  my  life. 

Q.  Did  not  you  know  there  was  a  combination  of  contractors  for  that  purpose  f — A. 
Never. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  such  combination  ever  existed  t — A.  I  never 
spoke  to  any  man,  to  my  knowledge,  in  regard  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Do' you  know  whether  the  officers  in  the  Navy,  the  constructors,  timbor'inspectors,  or 
those  men  who  deal  with  the  contractors,  are  afraid  of  them  and  their  influence  here  with 
the  Department  t — A.  I  do  not  know  about  other  contractors. 

Q.  DO  not  you  know  as  a  fact  that  the  contractors  have  a  political  power  over  those  men  t 
— A.  I  suppose  that  contractors  may  have  some  power;  but  when  you  come  down  to  oar 
bills  and  things  of  that  kind  here,  we  have  to  go  through  a  rigid  process  to  get  our  bills 
through  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  if  a  timber-inspector,  or  any  other  person  who  has  to  pass  on 
the  quality  of  the  articles  that  you  all  furnisn,  incurs  the  displeasure  of  the  contractors,  that 
they  could  have  him  removed ;  they  have  that  power,  have  they  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
but  they  may  hitve ;  I  do  not  think  they  have. 
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^.  Ton  succeeded  in  haring  Mr.  Leothall  removed  ? — A.  Well,  Mr.  Lentball  bad  been 
Lb^re  a  pretty  {rood  while ;  I  don*t  know  as  I  succeeded. 
4^.  You  helped  to  do  it! — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  did. 

<}.  As  the  result  of  the  combination  against  him,  or  combined  war  against  him,  he  fell  f — 
1^.   Yes,  sir. 

<^.  Do  not  jon  know  that  the  same  power  now  exists,  and  that  these  officers  in  the  navyr 
^^rd  are  afriud  of  the  contractors  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  they  are. 

<2*  Do  not  you  think  that  you  could  influence  them  to  do  what  they  did  not  think  was 

ir  doty  to  the  Government,  if  you  were  to  attempt  to  frighten  them  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 

think  so. 

Q.  Do  not  you  think  that  this  influence  of  the  contractors  would  affect  the  action  of  a  tim- 

-iDspector,  if  he  was  a  poor  man  and  was  dependent  upon  his  wages  ? — A.  If  it  would,  he 

s  not  a  man  suitable  to  be  there. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question;  do  not  you  think  it  would  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  would. 
Q.  Yon  think  he  would  be  proof  aeainst  all  temptation  of  that  kind  7 — A.  I  think  he 
DToald ;  if  he  would  not,  he  would  not  be  a  man  suitable  to  be  there. 

<).  Do  you  think  all  the  men  there  are  superior  to  that  temptation  f — A.  I  ainH  a  very 
l^ood  judge.    I  think  we  do  not  always  g^t  the  right  men  in  the  right  places. 

By  Mr.  Willis  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  dealings  directly  with  the  bureau  without  going  through  the  cir- 
CQinlocation  of  the  navy-yard  t — A.  Never  in  my  life. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  solicited  any  order  from  any  bureau  officers  ? — A.  I  should  think  I  have, 
two  or  three  times,  spoken  to  some  of  them  in  regard  to  timber  that  I  had  on  hand;  I  would 
bare  a  large  lot  of  oak  and  yellow  pine. 

Q.  To  wnom  ? — A.  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Within  what  length  of  time  7 — A.  Within  the  last  five  or  six  years ;  I  think  only  two 
or  three  times. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  personally  ? — A.  Never  saw  him  until  within 
two  or  three  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  of  furnishing  the  Navy  with  any 
inpplie8?~A.  Never. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  solicited  any  favors  from  any  one  in  the  navy>yard  in  any  way  f — A. 
No,  sir ;  never,  in  no  way. 

By  Mr.  MiLLCi : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  ever  made  a  contract  for  a  small  amount  of  lumber  by  an 
BQiilcttings.  when  there  was  a  much  larger  amount  of  the  same  afterward  ordered  from  the 
bareaa  at  the  same  price  that  you  were  to  get  for  the  small  amount  f — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber  that  I  ever  have. 

Q.  Have  you  just  furnished  the  amount  of  lumber  that  you  contracted  to  furnish  in  the 
aonaal  lettings  7 — A.  I  have  just  furnished  that  and  no  more  on  that  contract. 

Q.  Bat  during  the  year  have  you  not  furnished  more  f — A.  I  have  furnished  it  upon  open 
purchase.  • 

Q.  At  the  same  price  that  you  took  the  contract  for  a  smaller  amount  ^ — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  a  lesser  price  T — A.  At  a  lesser  price  a  eood  deal  of  the  time. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  bureau  to  advertise  for  much  smaller 
aiDoQDts  of  lumber  in  their  annual  letting  than  they  want  during  the  year  ^ — A.  I  never 
knew  that? 

Q.  Don*t  you  know  that  they  do  it  T — ^A.  I  know  they  have  done  it. 

Q.  What  is  the  dbejct  of  doing  that  ? — A.  If  you  would  pass  an  act  to  let  it  all  in  that 
VST  yon  would  save  many  dollars  to  the  Government. 

Q.  L«^t  it  altogether  by  open  purchase  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Why? — A.  Because  you  can  go  into  the  market  and  find  out  what  this  timber  is 
rwllj  worth  and  what  they  will  sell  it  for. 

Q.  And  is  there  any  chance  for  competition  under  that  system  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  the 
contractors  are  scattered  all  over  the  country,  and  some  will  bid  one  price  and  some  others, 
ukI  some  will  furnish  the  timber  according  to  the  contract  and  some  will  not ;  but  I  have 
MTer  made  a  contract  without  I  have  filled  it.  I  have  filled  a  contract  for  oak  timber  at  a 
loM  of  ^  on  a  ton. 


APPENDIX. 

Contract  for  hmilding  a  sloop  of  war, — Donald  McKay^  contractor, 

l^is  contract,  made  and  entered  into  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  the  8th  day 
of  Novsmber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  between  Donald  McKay,  of 
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BostoD,  in  the  State  of  Massacbasetts,  as  principal,  and  Daniel  D.  Kellej,  John  Soatbem, 
Joshua  Weston,  and  George  E.  Young,  of  Boston,  and  J  ^hn  Trickey,  of  Watertown,  in 
the  State  ot  Massachusetts,  and  Luther  A.  Roby,  of  Nashua,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp> 
sbire,  as  sureties,  of  the  first  part,  and  Isaiah  Hanscom,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
and  Repair,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Navy  Department, -for  and  in  its  behalf,  of  the 
second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  hereby  contract,  covenant,  and  agree  for  them 
selves,  their  executors  and  admiuistrators,  jointly  and  severally,  with  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  as  follows  :  That,  for  the  consideration  hereinafter  named,  the  said  McKay  will 
provide  all  the  necessary  materials  therefor,  except  the  live-oak  timber  to  be  furnished  by 
the  United  States,  and  will  build,  equip,  and  fit  tnebnll  of  a  steam  screw-propeller  sloop-of- 
war,  authorized  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  10th,  1873,  of  the  following 
general  dimensions:  length  between  perpendiculars,  18o  feet;  extreme  breadth,  35  feet; 
depth  from  main  deck  to  top  of  floor,  16  feet  2  inches;  and  to  conform  in  all  respects  with 
the  specifications  and  drawings  hereunto  annexed,  and  which  are  hereby  made  a  part  of 
this  contract  and  are  to  govern  the  parties  hereby  contracting  as  truly  as  if  the  same  were 
incorporated  in  this  instrument,  nor  is  the  omission  therein  of  any  detail  or  object  necessary 
to  carry  into  efl^ect  the  intent  and  spirit  of  this  agreement  to  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  Unit^ 
States. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  further  agree  that  all  the  materials  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  said  McKay,  and  used  in  the  construction  of  the  said  steam-screw  pro- 
peller sloop  of  war,  shall  be  of  the  very  best  quality,  free  from  all  defects,  and  that  the 
Navy  Department,- or  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  inspect  the  work,  shall  have  the  power  of  rejecting,  in  any  staee  of  its  progress, 
ai  y  materials  or  articles  that  may  be  considered  defective ;  and  further,  that  the  work  shall 
be  done  in  the  best  manner,  and  equal  in  all  respects  to  work  done  upon  vessels  built  in 
the  United  States  navy-yards,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  person  or  persons  appointed 
as  aforesaid  for  the  inspection  of  the  building  of  the  vessel,  and  of  the  Department,  and 
who  shall  have  power  to  reject  any  bad  or  imperfect  work,  the  same  as  is  provided  in 
regard  to  materials,  and  to  whom  every  part  and  arrangement  must  be  satisfactory ;  and 
that  they  will  provide  the  said  inspector  or  inspectors  suitable  and  convenient  office-room, 
and  afi'ord  him  or  them  all  satisfactory  facilities  for  superintending  the  work. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  further  agree  and  contract  that  the  aforesaid  vessel 
shall  be  launched  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  this  contract,  and  that  a  period  of 
three  months  (as  is  provided  in  the  contract  with  the  parties  who  have  agreed  with  the  Navy 
Department  to  erect  and  place  on  board  the  steam-machinery  complete  for  said  vessel) 
shall  be  allowed  thereafter  to  the  said  contractors,  under  their  shears,  if  the  vessel  and  ma- 
chinery are  constructed  in  the  same  port,  otherwise  to  be  allowed  them  to  place  and  erect 
the  machinery  on  board  on  the  premises  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part;  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part  agree  to  do  all  the  carpenter*s  work  necessary  in  connection  with  the  steam- 
machinery,  except  the  trimming  out  of  the  shaft-hole,  giving  a  proper  and  sufficient  notice 
to  and  permitting  the  contractors  for  the  steam-machinery  to  execute  on  board  the  ves- 
sel the  work  necessary  to  be  done  by  thfim  before  launching. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  saia  parties  of  the  first  part  that  the  aforesaid  vessel 
shall  be  completed  in  all  respects  accoruing  to  the  plans  ana  specifications  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  delivered  at  the  navy-yard  at  Boston  in  nine  (9)  months  from  the  date  of  sign- 
ing this  contract;  provided,  however,  that  if,  through  the  negligence  or  default  of  the  con- 
tractors for  the  steam-machinery,  any  delay  in  so  delivering  her  within  the  time  above 
specified  is  occasioned,  it  shall  not  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  further  engage  and  contract  that  no  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  officer  of  the  Navy,  or  any  person  holding  any  office  or  appointment  under 
the  Navy  Department,  shall  be  admitted  to  anv  share  or  part  of  this  couttaet  or  agreement, 
or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  provided,  and  this  contract 
is  upon  this  express  condition,  that  if  any  such  member  of  Congress,  officer  of  the  Navy,  or 
other  person  above  named,  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any 
benefit  to  arise  under  it,  or  in  cAse  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall,  in  any  respect,  fail  to 
perform  this  contract  on  their  part,  the  same  may  be,  at  the  option  of  the  United  States, 
declared  null  and  Void,  without  affi^cting  their  right  to  lecover  for  defaults  which  may  have 
occurred. 

It  is  further  agreed  and  understood  that  the  drawings  and  specifications  herein  referred 
to  and  considered  a  part  of  this  contract,  shall  not  be  changed  in  any  respect  when  the  cost 
will  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  (|iOO,)  except  upon  a  recommendation  ot  a  board  of  survey 
composed  of  not  less  than  five  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ;  and  it  changes  are  thus  made  the  actual  cost  of  and  damage  caused  by  such  change 
shall  be  estimated  by  such  board  of  survey ;  and  the  parties  of  the  first  part  hereby  agree 
that  if  such  changes  are  made  they  shall  be  bound  by  the  estimate  of  said  board  as  to  the 
amount  of  increased  or  diminished  compensation  they  are  to  receive,  if  any,  in  consequence 
of  any  such  changes,  as  is  provided  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
February  JOth,  1873,  hereinbefore  referred  to. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  that,  in  the  event  of  any  neglect 
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or  failure  on  their  part  to  fally  complete  the  said  steam  screw-propeller  sloop  of  war  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  contract,  and  the  accompanyinfr  drawings  and  specifications,  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  the  officer  or  officera  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Navy  Department  to  finally  inspect  and  receive  her  and  to  deliver  her  at  the  Boston  navy 
yard  within  nine  (9)  months  from  the  date  of  sipfniu^  this  contract,  they  will  forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  fifty  ($50)  dollars  per  day  for  each  and  every  day  delayed )  and 
that,  in  addition  to  said  forfeiture,  the  Department  is  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the  work 
and  complete  it  at  the  expense  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  to  whom  any  excess  of  cost 
will  be  charf^d,  provided  the  delay  has  not  been  occasioned  by  the  negligence  or  default 
of  the  contractors  for  the  steam- machinery,  by  an  unavoidable  accident,  or  by  the  action  of 
the  Navy  Department. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  do  hereby  contract  and  engage  with  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  as  follows :  That,  for  the  hull  of  the  said  steam  screw-propeller  sloop  of  wnr, 
completed  and  delivered  in  the  manner  herein  provided,  there  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  one 
bandied  and  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollar^,  in  equal  payments  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  (|14,b50)  each,  to  be  made  as.the  work  progresses, 
upon  certificate  of  the  inspector  or  inspectors  that  the  work  has  sufficiently  progressed  to 
entitle  the  contractor  to  the  payment  named,  on  bills  in  triplicate,  duly  approved  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  and  no  payment  on  the  vessel  shall  be  mode 
withoat  such  certificate  shall  first  have  been  presented.    As  an  additional  security  to  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  withheld  from  each  payment  at  least  ten  (10)  per  centum  of  the 
amount,  which  shall  only  be  paid   when  the  vessel  is  satisfactorily  completed,  delivered, 
inspected,  and  finally  received.   The  remaining  ninety  (90)  per  centum  or  other  proportion 
of  each  payment  as  may  be  decided  on  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  will  be  paid  by  the 
pnrchasiitg-pay master  at  Boston,  within  thirty  (30)  days  after  bills,  duly  authenticated  and 
approved  as  above  mentioned,  shall  h&ve  been  presented  to  bin). 

It  is  furtheV  agreed  that  the  Navy  Department  shall  have  a  lien  on  the  vessel,  and  on  all 
the  materials  provided  for  the  fulfillment  of  this  contract,  for  this  money  advanced  or  paid  by 
tb«  United  States  on  account  thereof,  and  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  keep 
the  vessel  and  materials  insured  to  the  amount  which  may  be  paid  on  account  of 'this  con- 
tract, the  policies  to  be  made  payable  to  the  United  States. 

Siirned,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of  (the  word 

"eight"  in  line  '20,  5th  page,  and  in  line  19,  8th  page,     DONALD  McKAY.  [seal.] 

hariogbeen  erased,  and  the  word  *'  nine"  inserted  be-    DANIEL  D.  KELDEY.     [seal  ] 

fore  execution.)  JOHN  SOUTHER.  [seal.] 

L.  LiTCHPELD.  L.  A.  ROBEY.  [seal.  J 

R.  L  BuRBANK.  JOSHUA  WESTON.  [seal.] 

L.  Litchfield.  GEORGE  E.  YOUNG,      [seal.] 

L.  Litchfield.  JOHN  TRICKEY.  [seal.] 

L.  Litchfield,  to  D.  McKay,  D.  D.  Kelly,  John  Souther. 

L  HANSCOM.    [seal.] 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Witnesss  to  signature  of  I.  Hanscom  : 
B.  T.  Hanley. 

State  of  Massachusetts, 

County  if  Suffolk,  8t : 

Joflhaa  Weston,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
IB  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  that  he  is  a  shipwright,  and  that  the  value  of  his  property, 
over  and  above  all  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  him,  is  over  $25,000. 

JOSHUA  WESTON. 

8woniahd  subscribed  this  6th  day  of  November,  1873,  before  me. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal. 

R.  L  BURBANK. 

Notary  Public,. 

State  of  Massachusetts, 

County  of  Sufftlk^  u  : 

^rge  E.  Young,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, io  said  State;  that  he  is  a  mast  and  spar  maker,  and  that  the  value  of  his  property,  over 
ud  above  all  his  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  him,  is  over  $35,000. 

GEORGE  E.  YOUNG. 

Swoin  and  subscribed  this  8th  day /)f  November,  1873,  before  me.    Witness  my  hand. 

R.  L  BURBANK, 

Notary  Public, 
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State  of  Massachusetts, 

County  of  Suffolk^  88  : 

DaDie]  D.  Kelley,  bein^  daly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  id  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, in  said  State ;  that  he  is  a  shipwright,  and  that  the  value  of  his  property,  over  and  abo^^-^ 
all  his  debts  and  liabilities  incorred  by  him,  is  over  $50,000. 

DANIEL  D.  KELLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  10th  day  of  November,  1873.    Witness  my  hand. 

R.  L  BURBANK, 

Nt/tarff  PuUie^ 

State  of  Massachusetts, 

Countff  of  Suffolk,  88: 

John  Souther,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  the  city  of  Boston^ 
in  said  State ;  that  he  is  a  manufacturer,  and  that  the  value  of  his  property,  over  and  abo' 
all  his  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  him,  is  over  $50,000. 

JOHN  SOUTHER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  10th  day  of  November,  1873.    Witness  my  hand. 

R.  L  BURBANK, 

Notary  Public 

State  of  Massachusetts, 

CoufUy  Suffolk,  88 : 

John  Trickey,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  Watertown,  in  th9 
State  of  Massachusetts ;  that  he  is  a  lumber-merchanC  and  that  the  value  of  his  property,, 
over  and  above  all  his  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  him,  is  over  $25,000. 

JOHN  TRICKEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  10th  day  of  November,  1873.    Witness  my  hand. 

R.  L  BURBANK, 

Ni^ry  Public 

State  op  Massachusetts, 

County  of  Suffolk y  88: 

Luther  A.  Roby,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  resides  in  the  city  of  Nashua, 
iu  the  State  of  New  Hampshire ;  that  he  is  a  lumbered  eater,  and  that  the  value  of  his  prop- 
erty, over  and  above  all  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  him,  is  over  $25,000. 

LUTHER  A.  ROBY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  8th  day  of  November,  1873,  before  me.  Witness  my  hand 
and  official  seal. 

R.  L  BURBANK, 

Notary  Public, 

I  certify  that  I  have  made  due  and  dilif^ent  personal  inquiry  as  to  the  ability  of  the  sure- 
ties in  this  contract,  and  am  satisfied  that  they  are  good  and  sufficient  for  the  sum  of 
$200,000  each.    Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal. 

R.  L  BURBANK, 

Notary  Public 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  made  due  inquiry  as  to  the  worth  of  the  persons  whom  Mr. 
McKay  names  as  sureties,  and  learn  that,  in  the  aggregate,  they  are  worth  over  $1,200,000, 
and  that  they  are  all  reputable  people.  I  further  certity  that  Mr.  McKay  proposes  to  com- 
ply with  his  contract. 

GEO.  PLUNXETT, 

Paymaster, 

Bond  to  accompany  the  contract  of  Donald  McKay  with  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Ae- 
pair,  Navy  Department ,  for  building  a  steam  screw-propdUr  sloop  of  war. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Donald  McKay,  as  principal,  and  Daniel  D. 
Kelley,  John  Souther,  Joshua  Weston,  and  George  E.  Young,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  John 
Trickey,  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  Luther  A.  Roby,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  as  sureties  to  the 
contract  of  the  said  McKav  with  the  Bureau  of  Constniction  and  Repair,  Navy  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  hereueto  annexed,  and  bearing  date  the  8th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1873,  for  the  building  of  a  steam  screw-propeller  sloop  of  war,  are  holden  and  stand 
firmly  bound  unto  the  said  United  States,  in  the  sura  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  which  to  the  said  United 
States  we  hereby,  jointly  and  severally,  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis- 
trators. 
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The  eondition  of  this  obligation  is,  that  if  the  above-bonnden  Donald  McKaj,  his  heirs, 
execatora,  administrators,  or  any  of  them,  shall  well  and  truly  fulfill  all  the  terms,  condi- 
dons,  and  reqnirements  of  the  said  contract,  and  to  the  full  and  complete  satisfaction  of 
Ibe  said  Navy  Department,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  nail  and  void ;  otherwise  to  be 
Aod  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Id  witoeaa  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals  the  8th  day  of 
Koreiuber,  A.  D.  1873. 

DONALD  McKAY.  [heal.] 
DANIEL  D.  KELLEY.  [seal.^ 
JOHN  SOUTHER.  [seal.' 

L.  A.  ROBY.  [SEAL.' 

JOSHUA  WESTON.  [seal.' 
GEORGE  E.  YOUNG,  [seal.' 
JOHN  TRICKEY.  [seal/ 

ftig^ned,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of—  , 

R.  L   BURBANK. 

L  Litchfield. 
L.  Litchfield. 
L.  Litchfield. 
L.  Litchfield. 
L.  Litchfield  to  D.  McKay,  to  D.  D.  Kelley. 


BuiUUng'diruiiomi  for  a  wooden  tleam  tloop  of  war. 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Wa  hingtou,  D.  C,  1873. 

Ft    In. 

Length  from  fore  aide  of  rabbet  of  stem  at '. 11     0 

water-line  to  after  side  of  forward  stern-post 1^5    0 

Extreme  breadth -     35    0 

Depth  of  hold .  .• 16    2 

Ktd  of  white  oak,  sided , 1    2 

To  be  in  two  (2)  depths,  the  upper  piece  to  be  in  five  (5)  leng^ths,  the  lower  edge 

being  below  the  base  line 8 

sod  parallel  to  iC 

fiearphs  in  length 10    0 

to  be  plain  with  two  (2)  rows  of  dowels  let  in. 

Dowelsin  diameter 3 

SDd  in  length 4 

The  nibs  to  come  under  a  filling  or  fattock. 

Upper  Dibs  in  thickness 3 

Ix)wer  Dtbs  in  thickness 3 

Cve  mast  be  taken  that  this  upper  nib  is  well  calked  before  the  frame  is  raised, 
mmI  that  the  searph  is  calked  ana  stop- watered  before  the  garboard  strake  is  put  on. 
The  nibs  to  be  fastened  before  the  lower  piece  is  put  on  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts 

ineachnib.     Bolts  in  diameter f 

riireted  on  composition  plates  let  in  on  the  lower  side. 

Pl«le§  in  thickness i 

and  in  width '. 2 

^rphit  to  be  fastened  with  three  (3)  copper  bolts  riveted  on  rings  on  the  lower 

lide.    Bolts  in  diameter \i 

Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  floor-timber  and  keelson-bolts, 
^'ver  piece  of  keel  to  be  in  six  (6)  lengths,  so  arranged  as  to  make  a  good  shift  of 
batta  with  the  upper  piece. 

^<lepthatthe  forward  perpendicular 8 

aad  at  t^e  after  perpendicular 1    4 

Thus  the  whole  depth  of  the  main  keel  below  the  base  line  will  be  at  the  forward 

perpendicular I     4 

and  at  the  after  perpendicular 2    0 

^carphg  at  the  af^er  piece  will  be  in  length 7    6 

To  be  plain  with  two  (2)  rows  of  dowels  let  in  ;  dowels  in  diameter 3 

ud  in  length 4 

The  nibs  of  this  searph  to  be  in  thickness 4 

To  be  futened  before  the  upper  piece  is  put  on,  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  in  each 

nib.    Bolts  in  diameter |- 

Biyeted  on  composition  pUtea  let  in  on  the  under  sida. 
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Plates  in  thicknesn 

and  in  width 

The  scarph  to  be  fastened  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  riveted  on  rings  on  the  under 

side.    Bolts  in  diameter 

Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  floor  and  keelson  bolts.  The 
remaining  scarphs  and  nibs  to  be  reduced  as  the  size  of  the  keel  diminishes. 
The  upper  and  loweY  pieces  of  keel  to  be  doweled  with  two  (2)  rows  ot  dowels 

(staggered)  to  be  put  in  under  the  fillings.     Dowels  in  diameter 

and  in  length 

asunder  or  fore  and  aft /7 

The  upper  and  lower  pie/es  to  be  bolted  together  with  copper  bolts  driven  from 
above  through  each  dowel  and  riveted  on  ring^  on  the  under  side.    Bolts  in 

diameter - 

About  three  (3)  inches  ^bove  the  lower  side  ot  the  main  keel  it  will  be  bolted 

athwartships  under  the  joints  of  the  frame  with  copper  bolts  iu  diameter 

asnnder c^*. 7 

Riveted  on  rings  on  alternate  sides. 

Falsekeel  of  white  oak  in  thickness 

in  length  not   over 12 

to  be  fastened  to  the  main  keel  with  copper  bolts  in  diameter 

in  length 1 

asunder  not  more  than 2 

The  false  keel  to  be  put  on  ailer  the  keelson  and  dead  wood  bolts  are  riveted  and 
the  keel  has  been  coppered. 

The  butts  of  the  false  keel  must  be  kept  clear  of  the  lower  nibs  of  the  scarphs 
of  the  keel. 

Hang  of  ked. — The  keel  will  be  laid  with  a  hang  of 

in  a  length  of •• 1B5 

Stem. — Of  livcoakf  sided • 1 

The  aft  side  will  be  at  or  near  the  bearding  line  and  the  fore  side  not  less  than 

clear  of  the  rabbet  at  the  upper  end.     The  lower  scarph  on  the  keel  to  be  in 

length  not  less  than 4 

The  upper  scarph  to  be  in  length  not  less  than 4 

Each  to  be  hooked 1 

and  fastened  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  in  each  nib. 

Bolts  in  diameter 

riveted  on  composition  plates  in  thickness 

and  in  width 

The  scarphs  to  be  bolted  with  four  (4)  copper  bolts  in  each. 

Diameter  of  bolts  in  lower  scarph 

and  in  the  upper  scarph 

Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  apron  and  deadwood  bolts. 
There  will  be  a  composition  ring  let  in  on  each  side  of  the  lower  scarph,  in  diam- 
eter on  the  outside  not  less  than 1 

and  in  thickness  not  less  than 

the  scarph  to  be    bolted  athwartships  with  six  (6)  copper  bolts,  in  diameter.. . 
riveted  on  alternate  sides  on  these  rings. 
Bearding.— The  stem  will  be  bearded,  commencing  two  (2)  inches  from  the  rabbet, 

so  that  the  front  of  the  gripe  when  finished  will  be 

Apron  and  forward  deadwood  of  live-oak,  sided 1 

To  be  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan,  and  fastened  to  the  stem  with  copper  bolts, 

in  diameter I  jj^wd 

Bolts  asunder  on  the  outside  not  more  than 1 

To  be  kept  clear  of  the  hook  and  cutwater  bolts.     Bofts  all  to  be  riveted  on  rings. 

These  bolts  to  be  of  copper  as  high  npas 14 

above  the  ba  e  line,  above  which  thej  will  be  cf  iron,  galvanited. 

Stem-post  of  live-oak,  sided  at  heel 1 

at  center  of  shaft 2 

and  at  the  head 1 

Molded  at  the  head,  not  less  than 1 

and  at  the  heel 2 

or  larger  if  it  can  be  procured — to  have  two  (2)  tenons  into  the  keel.    The  stem- 
post  to  be  sufficient  in  length  to  reach  the  top  of  the  gun-deck  beam,  and  will 
oe  fitted  to  conform  to  the  plan. 
If  the  stern-po^t  cannot  be  procured  in  one(l )  piece,  it  may  be  scarpbed  fore  and 
aft  ways  in  wake  of  the  snaft-hole.     If  acarpned,  the  scarph  will  be  in  length 

not  less  than 7 

and  befiwtened  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter 
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1  rin^s  on  alternate  sides.     Care-must  be  taken  that  these  bolts  are  kept 

'  the  boUs  secnric^  the  propeller  chair  casting. 

enter  of  shaft-hole  at  aft  side  of  forward  stern-post,  above  baseline    5    10 

be  rough- cut,  in  diameter 11 

St. — Shoe  and  rudder  to  be  of  copper  or  composition,  to  be  fitted  to 
the  plan. 

rabbet  on  the  keel  will  be ^^ 

: '^h 

>08t 3^ 

reast  the  shaft,  where  it  will  be.^ 3 

r/ — of  live-oak,  sided 1       2 

It  of  the  center  of  the  shaft  the  deadwood  will  side  as  the  stern-post,  at 
ht,  and  will  be  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

e — of  live-oak  will  fay  on  the  keel  and  against  the  post,  and  will  be 
e  the  deadwood  is  put  on,  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  through  the  post 

I  through  the  keel.    Bolts,  in  diameter ••• H 

ings  on  the  outside,  and  one  (1)  blunt  belt  in  the  fore  end  of  the  ki^ee* 

1,  in  diameter •.► 14 

1  be  doweled  to  the  post  and  to  the  keel.     Dowels,  in  diameter ,  3 

ngth 4 

3  the  deadwood  will  be  built.    Each  piece  of  deadwood  will  be  dow- 

)iece  on  which  it  fajs.     Dowels,  in  diameter 3 

ngth i :.  4 

d  will  be  fastened  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter 1^  and  Ij^^ 

ngh-bolts  riveted  on  riogs  on  the  outside. 

ill  be  asunder  on  the  inside  not  more  than 1      8 

taken  that  the  bolts  through  the  shaft-box  at  the  height  of  the  center 

shall  be  from  center  to  center  athwartships,  not  less  than 1      6 

haft-hole  when  finished,  to  be  not  less  than 1       3 

id  holes,  all  the  bolts  through  the  keel,  stem,  stem-post,  and  deadwood 
off  and  bored  through  the  separate  pieces. 

B-oak  timber  and  room •• 2      6 

-Floor  timbers  will  side 1      0 

will  side 10 

imaining  timbers  will  side 10 

'  the  vessel  where  the  timbers  are  straighter,  they  will  side 9^ 

fint  timbers  will  side 9 

B  aftermost  cant  timber,  which  will  side 10 

. — Throats  of  floors  will  be 1      2 

Floor  timber  head ^ lOf 

First  futtock  head .  10 

Second  futtock  head 9^ 

Third  futtock  head Sj 

Fourth  futtock  head 7j 

Port  sill 6i 

Rail 5 

Top-gallant  forecastle  plank  «heer 4f 

Poop-deck  plank-sheer 4^ 

-The  cant-timbers  will   mold  the  same  as  the  square  frame.    The 

68  are  on  a  square  from  the  beveling  when  dubbed  off  inside  and  out, 

ankixi^. 

f  the  frame  will  be  close  together,  and  each  scarph  in  the  floor- timbers, 

I.  and  third  futtocks,  will  be  bolted  with  tliree  (3)  g^alvanized  iron 

.meter U 

Q  the  remaining  timbers  will  be  bolted  with  three  (3)  galvanized  iron 

fi,  in  diameter \^ 

ill  be 2 

igth  than  the  siding  of  the  frame,  and  will  be  punched  in 1 

be  taken  to  keep  these  bolts  clear  of  the  lodge-knee  bolts  and  those 

ater-way. 

1  be  doweled  at  each  frame-bolt.    The  dowels  in  the  floor-timber^, 

,  and  third  futtocks,  will  be  in  diameter 3 

3gth 4 

emaining  timbers  will  be  in  diameter 2^ 

1  heels  of  the  floor-timbers,  first  and  second  futtocks,  will  be  doweled 

I  in  diameter 3 

ngth 4 

j  heels  of  the  third  and  fourth  futtocks  will  be  doweled  with  dowels 

• " r 2* 

* 
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The  heads  and  heels  of  the  remaining  timbers  will  be  doweled  with  dowels  in  diam- 
eter  ^ J 

All  dowels,  wheresoever  used,  will  be  of  well-seasoned  lii^umTit®. 

Knight-heads  and  hawse-pieceM  of  Wye-oak^  sided •« 1 

The  butts  so  arranged  that  one  may  be  in  the  hawse-holel 

To  be  bolted  to  the  apron  and  to  each  other  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diam- 
eter  

These  bolts  will  be  about 2      < 

asunder,  and  keep  clear  of  the  hook-bolts  and  hawse-holes. 
The  heels  of  the  knight-heads  and  hawse-pieees  will  be  boxed  into  the  apron  and 

deadwood ^ 

and  will  be  bolted  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

driven  through  and  riveted  on  alternate  sides. 

The  heels  of  the  cants  will  be  boxed  into  the  deadwood ^ 

for  a  length  of  one  ( I )  foot  to  1  foot  4. 
Care  must  be  taken  not  to  cut  into  the  after  deadwood  in  wake  of  the  shaft. 
The  heels  of  each  first  futtock  of  the  cant-frame  will  be  bolted  through  the  dead- 
wood  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

and  the  heel  of  the  half-cant  with  one  ( I )  galvanized  iron  bolt,  in  diameter. . 
When  the  timbers  are  dubbed  off,  ready  for  planking,  these  bolts  will  be  riveted  on 

rings  on  alternate  sides. 
The  cants  and  counter-timbers  will  be  located  and  arraiiged  to  conform  to  the  plan. 

There  will  be  seven  (7)  counter -timbers,  the  outer  one  o?  which  will  be  sided 1< 

The  center  counter-timber  will  side 1      ^ 

The  remaining  ones  will  side * 

The  center  counter-timber  will  heel  against  the  stem-post,  into  which  it  will  tenon. 

Tenon  athwartships ' 

and  up  and  down ' 

This  center  counter-timber,  from  its  heel  to  the  knuckle  of  the  counter,  will  be 

molded  so  that  there  will  be  sufficient  wood  to  finish  fair  with    outside  of  the 

bottom  plank,  and  into  it  the  bottom  plank  will  nib. 

The  side  counter-timbers  will  run  by  the  stern-post  and  heel  affaiust  the  after-most 

cant.    These  side  counter-timbers  will  be  doweled  and  bolted  to  the  center 

counter-timber.    Dowels  in  diameter 

and  in  length ^ 

asuLider  not  more  than 3 

To  be  bolted  through  eacli  dowel  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter |ai^< 

riveted  on  rings  on  alternate  sides,  also  to  be  bolted  through  the  stem-post  and 

aftermost  cant,  if  it  can  be  done. 

fillings, — ^The  spaces  between  the  frames  will  be  filled  in  solid  with  live-oak  to  a 

height  of  6  inches  above  the  throats  of  floors  at  the  molding-edge  of  the  timbers.  The 

top  or  outer  ends  of  these  fillings  will  be  cut  with  a  curve  from  the  molding-edge 

.  to  the  throat  of  the  floor- timber  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  a  water-course.    The 

joints  of  the  frames  and  fillings  will  be  calked  inside  and  out. 
Bolting  the  frame  to  the  keel, — When  the  frame  is  raised  and  stationed,  there  will  be 
one  copper  bolt  through  each  floor- timber  and  the  keel  on  alternate  sides.  Di- 
ameter of  bolts ^ 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  lower  side  of  the  keel. 

JUain  keelson^  of  live-oak,  sided 1 

in  two  (2)  depths,  the  lower  piece  to  be  in  depth 

and  in  length  of  not  less  than 25 

To  be  butted  and  not  scarphed  ;  the  butts  to  come  over  a  futtock  or  filling,  and  to 

be  kept  clear  of  the  scarphs  in  the  upper  piece  of  keel. 
The  lower  piece  of  keelson  will  be  doweled  on  altemate  sides  to  each  alternate  fut- 
tock.    Dowels  in  diameter 

and  in  length 

If  found  necessary,  this  lower  piece  of  keelson  may  be  fastened  with  locust  tree- 
nails or  small  copper  bolts  in  the  futtocks  or  fillings. 

Upper  piece  of  keelson  will  be  of  live-oak,  sided ..    I 

and  depth ' 

Thus  the  whole  depth  of  the  keelson  will  be 1 

To  be  in  length  of  not  less  than 30 

T*  ese  upper  pieces  will  be  scarphed — scarphs  in  lengfth «    5 

The  upper  nibs  will  be 

andthe  lower  nibs  will  be 

The  scarphs  will  be  doweled  with  four  (4)  dowels  in  each  scarph ;  dowels  in  diameter 

and  in  length 

and  bolted  with  two  (2)  copper  bolts  in  the  upper  nib,  in  diameter 

and  in  length  .^..^ .- 1 


BOSTON  NAVY-YARD.  283 

Ft    In. 

and  one  copper  bolt  through  each  dowel ;  bolt  in  diameter j^ 

and  in  length 1       I 

Care  must  be  taken  that  these  scarphs  do  not  come  over  the  batts  in  the  lower  piece 
of  keelaonf  or  the  scarphs  in  tne  apper  piece  of  keel. 

The  upper  piece  of  keelson  will  b'e  doweled  to  the  lower  piece  on  alternate  sides; 

dowels  in  diameter •••.  .•»• 3 

and  in  length • • 4 

asunder  fore  and  aft .* 5       0 

or  over  every  alternate  floor-timber.   The  keelson  will  be  fastened  with  one  ( I ) 
copper  bcilt  through  each  floor-timber  driven  on  alternate  sides  and  opposite  the 

floor-timb'^r  bolts  ;  bolts  in  diameter ]-|. 

riveted  on  rings  on  lower  side  of  the  keel. 

Suterkedsong  of  live-oak  on  each  side  and  close  adjacent  to  the  main  keelson  ;  in 

depth 11 

and  in  width  or  siding 8 

To  be  scArphed ;  scarphs  in  length 5      0 

To  hare  foar  dowels  in  each  scarph ;  dowels  in  diameter 2^ 

and  in  length 4 

These  scarphs  to  be  kept  clear  of  those  in  the  main  keelson. 

ThioDgb  these  sister  keelsons  in  every  timber,  there  will  be  a  copper  bolt  in  diam- 
eter   \i 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  g^rboard  strake. 

Th^e  keelsons  will  continue  forward  and  aft  nntil  their  enter  edg^  becomes 6 

their  top  being  parallel  with  the  top  of  the  main  keelson. 

These  keelsons  will  be  bolted  athwartsnips  where  it  can  be  done  through  the  main 

keelson  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter if 

asunder,  not  more  than .^ 7      6 

Care  mast  be  taken  that  these  athwartships-bolts  are  kept  clear  of  the  copper 
through-bolls. 

Cafpwjf —Then  will  be  a  cap  on  the  main  keelson  of  live  oak,  sided 1.      2 

and  in  thickness 3 

fastened  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter ^ 

and  in  length .  7 

asunder  not  more  than 2      6 

driven  00  alternate  sides,  in  wake  of  the  mast-steps,  and  engine-keelsons  this 

capping  will  be  omitted.    The  upper  comers  will  be  chamfered  on  the  side.  ..  f 

and  on  top 1^^ 

J^^mtand  deik  hooks, — Forward  there  will  be  one  (1)  hook   at  each  deck,  and 
one  (I)  between  and  one  (1)  in  the  hold  below  the  berth  deck;  these  hooks 

will  be  formed  by  a  jive«oak  chock,  sided 9 

M»d  molded  from 8  inches  to  10 

fayed  against  the  inside  of  the  apron  and  deadwood. 

Oq  the  inside  of   the  chocks  there  will  be  a  galvanized  iron  hook,  sided 4 

M»d  molded  at  the  throat 2f 

and  at  the  ends | 

Anns  in  length  not  less  than 4      6 

^yed  atrsinst  the  timber  of  the  frame ;  there  will  be  one  ( I )  galvanized  iron  bolt 
through  the  stem,  driven  from  the  outside  and  riveted  on  the  hook ;  bolt  in 

diameter l-j*^ 

aod  one  galvanized  iron  bolt  through  each  timber  on  which  it  fays,  driven 
from  the  inside  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  outside  of  the  frame ;  bolts  in  diam- 
eter   \J^ 

nooij  »/i.— There  will  be  a  hook  at  the  poop-deck  of  live-oak.  sided 6^ 

and  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan«  fastened  with  one  (1)  galvanized  iron  bolt 
through  each  timber  on  which  it  fays,  to  be  driven  from  the  outside  before  the 

M,  plank  are  put  on,  and  riveted  on  rin^^  on  the  inside;  bolts  in  diameter \^ 

"erewijlbea  hook  at  the  port  sill  of  live-oak.  sided 8 

aud  molded  to  conform  to  the  plan,  fastened  with  one  ( I )  galvanized  iron  bolt 
through  each  timber  on  which  it  fays,  driven  from  the  outside  before  the  plank 

r  iL^f^^  ®°'  riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside ;  diameter  of  bolts |^ 

^Dw  theberth-deck,  on  top  of  the  deadwood,  there  will  be  three  (3)  hooks  of  live- 

oak,iided ..; 8 

«Jtened  with  one  (1)  copper  bolt  through  each  timber  over  which  they  pass, 

--*j^en  firom  the  outside  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside ;  bolts  in  diameter..  \^ 

^  hooks  will  be  locatt^d  to  conform  to  the  plan  and  will  be  put  in  after  the  ceil- 

p   '"gplank  are  put  on. 

**•««//,  ofiive-oak,  sided,  or  in  depth 7 

>o  width  same  as  the  frame  at  that  point,  to  be  set  with  the  rounds  of  the  beam, 

^d  bolted  at  the  ends  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter ^ 
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and  into  the  heads  of  the  intermediate  timbers  with  one  (1 )  galvanized  iron  bolt 

into  each  timber;  bolt  in  diameter i'^ 

driven  at  opposite  anfi^les  to  each  other. 

Port -sills  in  hei^nt  above  the  top  of  the  deck  when  finished 1         6 

Ports  in  width,  fore  and  aft 3         8 

Ports  in  heij^ht  to  under  side  of  main  rail 3         '2. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  timbers  forming  the  face  of  the  ports  have  a  smooth 
face,  and  are  full  and  square.       * 

FiUingt. — \n  wake  of  the  hawse-holes  and  engineer's  openings,  the  space  between 
the  frames  will  be  filled  in  with  live-oak :  at  each  air  port  and  scupper  there 
will  be  a  filling  of  yellow  pine  in  length  not  less  than 3  O 

In  wake  of  the  rigging,  the  space  between  the  frames  will  be  tilled  in  with  yellow 
pine  in  length  not  less  than 4  ^ 

The  upper  ends  of  these  fillings  to  be  on  a  line  with  the  port  sill. 

Diagonal  braces  of  iron  on  the  inside  of  the  timber,   in  width -M 

and  in  thickness '. -ttc 

There  will  be  two  (2)  sets  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  one  (1)  of  which  will  be 
let  into  the  timbers  laid  at  an  angle  of  45^  from  the  joints  of  the  frame,  the  upper 
ends  being  under  the  head -strap,  which  will  be  let  into  the  timbers  back  of  the 
water-way  and  sperketing. 

These  braces  will  continue  down  so  that  a  bolt  can  be  driven  into  the  h?ad  of  the 
second  futtock.  The  other  tier  will  lay  on  the  timbers,  the  inside  plank  jogging 
over  them  ;  the  upper  ends  will  lay  on  the  head-strap. 

The  upper  ends  will  be  between  every  other  frame,  or  about 5  ^ 

asunder,  and  will  be  hot-riveted  to  the  head-strap;  rivets  in  diameter i 

The  head-strap  will  be  of  iron,  in  width "^i 

and  in  thickness "To 

let  into  the  timbers  of  the  frame,  the  upper  edge  being  below  the  port-sill 1  ^ 

This  head-strap  will  be  continued  from  the  stem  to  the  aftermost  cant ;  this  head- 
strap  will  be  lapped  and  riveted  at  the  butts  so  that  it  may  be  continuous,  having 

a  galvanized  iron  bolt  in  every  timber;  bolts  in  diameter i^ 

driven  from  the  outside  in  the  middle  of  the  timber  and  riveted  on  the  strap ; 
care  mu.nt  be  taken  that  these  bolts  are  well  headed  before  driving,  and  that  they 
are  punched  in  sufficient  to  be  clear  of  the  outside  plank  when  ready  to  be  put 

on;  the  crossings  of  the  braces  will  be  hot-riveted  ;  rivets  in  diameter "^ 

and  bolted  to  every  timber  on  which  they  lay  with  galvanized  iron  bolts ;  in 

diameter ^ 

driven  from  the  outside  in  the  middle  of  the  timber  and  riveted  on  the  biases 
same  as  the  head -strap.  Care  must  be  taken  that  these  braces  are  let  into  the  tim- 
bers and  the  plank  jogged  over  them  so  that  they  will  fit  close  and  tight. 

On  the  outside  of  the  frame  aft,  there  will  be  an  iron  strap  located  as  shown  on  tho  ^^ 

plan,  in  width .* ^ 

and  in  thickness '»"'» 

This  strap  will  be  w^elded  in  one  -piece  and  bolted  through  every  timber  with  one 

(1)  galvanized  \Ton  bolt  in  diameter 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside  of  the  timbers. 

In  order  to  connect  the  deadwood  below  the  shaft  with  the  frames  that  are  above  it, 

there  will  be  two  (2)  composition  straps  or  braces,  in  width 4 

and  in  thickness i' 

these  straps  will  be  welded  in  one  piece. 

On  each  side  of  the  vessel  these  straps  will  be  let  into  the  deadwood  and  frames,  ex- 
cept in  wake  of  tho  shaft  where  the  plank  will  jog  over  them,  and  be  fastened 
with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter \i 

Below  the  6ha;ft  these  bolts  will  be  driven  on  alternate  sides  and  riveted  on  the  strap, 

asunder  not  more  than 1      4 

Above  where  they  come  through  the  frames,  tber'e  will  be  one  bolt  in  each  tim- 
ber riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside ;  bolts  in  diameter I 

The  lower  end  of  the  aftermost  strap  will  continue  down  and  bolt  to  the  stern-post ; 
the  other  will  continue  down  and  bolt  to  the  keel,  to  be  located  and  arranged 
to  conform  to  the  plan. 

Matt-stept  of  the  foremast  and  the  mainmast  will  be  of  galvanized  cast  iron,  fitted 
and  fast«*ned  to  the  keelson. 

Engine  kedsont  o(  vfhiie  oakt  sided ......     1     10 

Distance  from  center  to  center.... 4     10 

thus  being  asunder 3 

There  will  be  three  of  these  keelsons  in  height  and  location  as  shown  on  the 
plan,  to  be  put  in  after  the  ceiling-plank  are  put  in. 

These  keelsons  will  jog  over  the  main  and  boiler  keelsons ;  also  over  the  sister  keel- 
sons ;  ceiling  and  h\\g£  strakes  to  be  doweled  to  the  timbers  between  the  main  and 
boiler  keelsons  with  dowels  in  diameter 3 
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and  in  length 4 

asunder  not  more  than 2      0 

and  fastened  with  copper  bolts  io  diameter 1^ 

asunder  not  more  than 3      0 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  outside  of  the  frame  before  the  bottom  plank  are  put  on  ; 

at  tbe  outer  ends  nvhere  the  keelsons  are  shoal  the  bolts  may  be I 

Care  mast  be  taken  that  these  bolts  are  kept  clear  of  the  holdings-down  bolts  of 

the  engine,  the  location  of  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  enj^ineer. 
If  it  is  necessary  to  make  these  keelsons  in  more  than  one  (1)  depth,  in  that  case 

tbe  pieces  will  be  doweled  to  each  other,  with  dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

asunder  not  more  than 3      0 

There  will  be  several  keelsons  of  white  oak  for  the  shaft-bearings,  located  and  in 
height  us  tbe  engineer  may  desire  :  that  for  the  thrust-bearing  may  be  of  live-oak. 

Bdiler  kelsons,  on  each  side  of  the  main  keelson  of  white  oak,  sided 11 

tobf  in  height  same  as  main  keelson,  with  which  it  will  be  parallel ;  these  keel- 
sons will  continue  forward  and  aft  until  their  ends  become  in  height 6 

to  be  in  the  clear  from  the  center  line 4      4 

thus  being  asunder 8      8 

to  be  scarphed  ;  scarphs  in  length 5      0 

These  scarphs  must  not  come  in  wake  of  the  scarphs  in  the  main  keelson  ;  these 

scarphs  will  be  doweled  and  bolted  through  each  dowel  ;  bolts  in  diameter f 

these  keelsons  will  be  doweled  on  alternate  edges  to  each  futtock  with  dowels 

ill  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

111  wake  of  the  boilers  these  keelsons  will  be  bolted  through  each  dowel  with  cop- 

pw  bolts  in  diameter J 

Wj  alternate  bolt  will.be  a  through-bolt  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  outside  of 

the  frame  before  the  bottom  plank  are  put  on. 
forward  nnd  aft  wen  these  keelsons  become  shoaler,  the  bolts  may  be  less  in  di- 
Aineter;  and  where  it  can  be  done,  these  bolts  will  take  the  place  of  the  outside 
fastening;  and  be  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank  and  riveted  on  the  keelson. 
In  wake  of  the  boilers  there  will  be  an  additional  piece  on  top  of  these  keelsons, 
in  height  sufficient  to  bed  tbe  boilers  ;  these  additional  pieces  will  be  doweled  on 

(alternate  edges  to  the  boiler  keelsons ;  dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length ..,. 4 

asunder  not  more  than 3      0 

aud  bolted  with  galvanized  iron  blunt  bolts ;   bolts  in  diameter i 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  butts  or  scarphs  of  these  upper  pieces  do  not  come 

oTerornear  the  scarphs  in  the  boiler  keelsons. 
o^gt'Strake. — Of  yellow  pine,  seven  (7)  in  number,  the  first  or  lower  strake  be- 

H 11 

below  the  first  futtock-head  and  the  upper  strake  being 1      6 

above  the  second  futtock-head. 

In  thickness  amidships 5^ 

|mnning8t  the  ends  of  the  vessel  to 4 

jn  width  amidships 11 

•Wowing  at  the  ends  lo 9 

'|>^bllge-strakes  will  be  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  diameter | 

Twrewill  be  one  (I)  bolt  in  each  frame  in  alternate  edges  of  the  plank,  but  in 

the  middle  of  the  timbers ;  these  bolts  will  be  headed  before  driving,  and  care 

^^\  be  taken  that  the  holes  arc  reamed  to  prevent  the  heads  from  splitting  the 

plonk  when  the  bolts  are  driven  home ;  care  must  be  taken  that  the  bolts  do 

Jj^^t  go  entirely  through  the  timber  when  punched  in. 

ui/in^.^Qf  yellow  pine  below  from  the  bilge-strakes  to  the  boiler  keelson. 

}^  thickness  amidshi ps 4^ 

jniuuingat  the  ends  of  the  vessel  to '  3 

J!>  *idth  amidships  about 11 

•^Ded  with  galvanized  iron  blunt  bolts,  in  diameter i^ 

^veo  on  alternate  edges  of  the  plank,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  timbers  ;  all  short 
jjstfnings  for  any  inside  work  will  be  driven  near  the  edge  of  the  plank,  but  \u 
the  middle  of  the  timbers  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  fastening  from  the  out- 
^>d(,asall  through-bolts  from  the  outside  will  rivet  on  these  plank. 

Pf^f-duk  damps  and  ctUing  of  yellow  pine,  in  thickness  amidships 5^ 

thinning  at  the  ends  of  the  vessel  to 4 

jnd  ill  width  amidships 10  to  11 

ailing  the  space  to  the  thick  strakes. 
''^clamps  will  be  fastened  with  one  (1)  galvanized  iron  blunt  bo^t  in  each  frame 
^[)ven  in  alternate  edges  of  the  plank,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  timbers  ;  boUsVu 
diameter .! J^i 
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To  be  bolted  edf^wise  (wbereit  van  be  done)  in  every  alternate  room  or  about....    5      0 

asunder  with  gralyanised  iron  bolts,  in  diameter W 

keeping  clear  of  the  air-ports. 
Care  will  be  taken  that  the  butts  of  the  upper  strakes  of  clamps  come  in  an  air- 
port, and  that  no  butt  on  the  second  strake  comes  under  or  near  an  air-port,  nor 
on  the  same  frame  with  that  of  an  outside  plank. 
These  clamps  will  be  keyed  in  five  (5)  seams  with  a  galvanised  iron  key  made 

in  the  form  of  a  X,  in  width  or  up  and  down i 

in  length  fore  and  aft 4 

in  thickness j^ 

in  length  in  and  out  to  conform  to  the  thickness  of  the  plank,  to  be  driven  on  al' 
ternate  edges  of  the  plank  in  every  alternate  room,  thus  being  on  the  seam 

asunder .• 10    0 

Bfrth-deck  clamps,  of  yellow  pine.  These  clamps  will  consist  of  a  yellow-pine 
strake,  set  with  sheer  of  the  deck  on  the  insiae  of  the  ceiling,  to  be  in  thick- 
ness on  the  upper  edge  amidships 4 

and  on  the  lower  edge ^ 

in  thickness  at  the  ends  of  the  vessel  on  the  upper  edge 3 

and  on  the  lower  edge .1 3 

in  width 9 

fastened  with  one  ( 1 )  galvanised  iron  blunt  bolt  in  every  timber  ;  bolts  in  di- 
ameter   H 

and  in  length 1        ^ 

lUrth'dtck  beams  of  yellow  pine,  sided 10 

molded ^ 

to  have  a  spring  of ^ 

in  a  length  of 35        ^ 

Knees  of  wkue  oak. — There  will  be  one  (1)  hanging  knee  to  each  end  of  every 

beam,  sided ^ 

There  will  be  a  lodge- knee  to  each  end  of  every  beam,  sided ^ 

The  arms  of  these  knees  will  be  in  length  not  less  than 4        ^ 

The  bodies  of  the  hanging-knees  will  be  in  length  not  less  than 5        ^ 

The  bolts  iu  the  arms  to  be  of  galvanised  iron,  in  diameter i 

not  less  than  four  (4)  in  number,  the  bodies  to  have  not  less  than  five  (5)  bolts 
in  addition  to  the  throat-bolt. 
The  throat-bolt  will  be  driven  from  the  inside  and  be  of  galvanized  iron,  in  diame- 
ter  : 5 

Those  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  will  be  of  copper,  in  diameter i 

and  to  be  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank,  and  riveted  on  rings  on  the  knee. 
The  lodge-luiees  will  be  fastened  with  galvanised  iron  bolts  in  the  arms,  in  diam- 
eter  „ * 

four  (4)  in  nuuiber,  the  bodies  to  have  one  ( 1 )  bolt  in  each  timber  over  which  it 
passes,  in  addition  to  the  throat-bolt.    The  throat-bolt  will  be  of  galvanised 

iron,  in  diameter » 

and  will  be  driven  from  the  inside.   Those  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  will 
be  of  copper,  driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank,  and  riveted  on  rings 

on  the  knees ;  bolts  in  diameter \% 

If  any  of  these  bolts  come  above  the  line  of  copper-fastening,  they  will  be  of  gal 

vaniitcd  iron,  and  will  be  iu  diameter f 

Where  practicable,  the  bolts  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  will  take  the  place  of 

the  outside  fastening. 
The  arms  of  these  knees  will  have  two  (2)  dowels  in  the  beams  ;  dowels  in  diam- 
eter   2i 

and  in  length ^ 4 

The  bolts  near  the  ends  of  the  knees  may  be  -^  less  in  diameter,  and  the  points  of 

the  knees  will  be  faistened  with  spikes,  or  small  bolts. 
Forward  and  aft,  whore  a  hanging-Knee  cannot  be  got  under  the  beam,  it  may  be 

placed  against  the  side  of  the  beam,  which  gives  an  out-square  knee. 
The  beams  at  the  midship  ends  of  the  berth-aeck  will  have  a  lodge-knee  on  both 
the  forward  and  aft  side.    The  remaining  beams  will  have  one  (1)  lodge-knee 
only — those  on  vhe  forward  deck,  on  the  fore  side  of  the  beams,  and  those  of  the 
after-deck,  on  the  after  side  of  the  beams. 

Stanchions  under  the  beams  forward  of  white  oak,  square 6 

and  aft  in  two  (2)  rows,  fore  and  aft & 

and  athwartships ,  4 

Those  under  the  mizzen-mast  will  be 6x4 

Mizzen'SUps* — On  the  berth-deck  there  will  be  an  additional  beam  of  yellow  pine 

under  the  mast,  molded  amidships 9^ 

and  at  the  ends 8^ 
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II  be  of  live-oak,  sufficient  in  length  to  reach  three  (3)  beams ;  in  width,  1      4 

opth 10 

»w  the  tops  of  the  beams 1^ 

ectinf^  above  the  deck 5| 

gth  of 4 

lin  down  to  the  thickness  of  the  deck-plank,  bolted  throagb  the  beams 

inized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

ewise  with  bolts,  in  diameter 

fore  and  aft  pieces,  in  three  (3)  ranges  of  yellow  pine,  sided 6^ 

ded 6^ 

illow  pine.    There  will  be  one  (1 )  ledge  between  every  two  (2)  beams, 

iy^ 

Ided 5^ 

foremtut  of  yellow  pine,  in  thickness 7 

¥idth 10 

ks  to  admit  of  a  wedge  of 4 

lodge  and  lap  knees  of  white  oak,  sided &! 

th  galvanised  iron  bolts,  in  diameter {^ 

td  htcul-ledges  of  white  oak,  in  height  above  deck 4 

epth  being 1      2 

10 

of 7 

I  for  the  deck 3^ 

in .: 1 

bickness  on  top 5 

.—First  sided    6i 

ick  chined  in ' 1 

bickness  on  top  of [> 

to  be  doweled  to  the  beams,  with  three  (3)  dowels  in  each  beam ; 

diameter 2^ 

ength   4 

rith  galvanized  iron  bolrs,  in  diameter \\^ 

to  be  I  inch  lerts  in  thickness  than  the  hatches.    Those  over  the  mag- 
shell  room  to  be  bolted  with  copper. 

of  yellow  pine,  in  depth 8 

D  width 7 

thickness 3 

n  thickness 3 

%e  to  be  chined  on 2^ 

ight  from  the  chine  on  the  deck*edge  to  the  side  edge. 

each  beam  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter f 

ween  the  beam^,  throngh  the  knees,  into   clamps,  with  one  (1)  gal- 

^  iron  bolt,  in  diameter f 

ed  to  the  side  in  the  upper  edge  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter.  \ 

in  every  frame,  or  asunder  about 2      6 

to  be  driven  square  with  the  face  of  the  water-way. 

lank. — Forward  of  yellow  pine  ;  aft  of  white  pine,  in  thickness 3 

ward 7 

6 

th  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  spikes  in  each  beam  ;  spike  in  length 7 

( 1 )  spike  in  each  ledge,  in  length 6 

tes  to  be  plugged. 

e  clear  under  the  beams 5     10 

tarns — of  yellow  pine,  sided 1       I 

parallel ;  those  over  the  engine  and  boilers  to  mold \\\ 

r  the  berth-deck  forward  and  aft,  to  mold 11 

>ring  of 5 

gthof 35      0 

beams  of  the  fore  and  main  masts  and  the  forward  and  after  beams  of 

ne  and  boiler  hatches  will  side 1      2 

he  foremast  and  abaft  the  mizzeu-mast,  the  beams  will  side 1      0 

to  the  clamps 1 

1  aft  where  the  beams  mold  less,  the  clamp  will  be  kept  up  for  this 

iU  oak, — There  will  be  a  hanging  knee  to  each  end  of  every  beam,  and 
1  the  beams  there  will  be  a  lodge  and  lap  knee. 

ees  will  side 7^ 

ap  kneea  will  side 7 

ph  not  less  than 4      t> 
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and  will  be  doweled  to  the  beams  with  three  (3)  dowels,  in  diameter ^ 

and  in  length 4 

The  body  of  the  hanging  knee  to  reach  the  berth-deck  water-way. 

Forward  and  aft  these  hanging  kuecs  may  be  slightly  angled  so  as  to  give  a  more 

out  square  knee. 
Toward  the  ends  of  the  yessel  the  knees  may  side i 

le^is,  and  the  length  of  the  arms  may  be  reduced  to 4  0 

Bolts  of  gralvauized  iron,  those  in  the  lodge  and  lap  knees  to  be  in  diameter )l 

and  in  the  hanging  knees ^ 

There  will  be  not  less  than  four  (4)  bolts  in  the  arms  of  the   lodge  and  lap  knees, 

and  in  the  bodies  one  ( I )  in  every  timber  over  which  they  pass,  and  not  less  in 

number  than  in  the  arms. 
The  arms  of  the  hanging  knees  to  have  not  less  than  five  (5)  bolts  and  in  the  body 

not  less  than  six  (6)  in  addition  to  the  throat-bolt ;  forward  and  aft  where  the 

knees  side  less,  the  bolts  may  be  ^  inch  less  in  diameter,  the  bolts  m  the  ends  of 

the  kuees  may  be  |  inch  less,  and  the  points  of  the  knees  will  be  fastened  with 

small  galvanized  bolts  or  spikes  ;  the  bolts  in  the  bodies  of  the  knees  will  be 

driven  from  the  outside  of  the  plank  and  riveted  on  the  knees,  taking  the  place 

of  the  outside  fastening. 
Stanchions — under  the  upper  deck  beam,  of  yellow  piue  or  locust,  in  diameter....  6 

To  have  galvanized  cast-iron  caps  and  shoes. 
The  partner  beams  to  bo  bolted  through  these  stanchions  to  the  deck  below,  with 

galvanized  iron  bolts,   in  diameier U 

set  up  with  plate  and  nut  on  lower  side  of  berth-deck  beam. 

Stanchions  in  engine  and  boiler  room— to  be  of  galvanized  iron,  in  diameter 3 

To  be  well  secured  to  the  beams  and  keelson,  particularly  those  to  the  partner  beams. 
Alast  partner*  of  live-oak,  to  the  fore  and  main  mast,  in  width 10 

in  thickness ^ 

The  mizzen  partners  in  width ^i 

and  in  thickness 9 

The  fore  and  main  to  be  kneed  with  lodge  and  lap  knees  of  white  oak,  sided ^ 

bolted  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  m  diameter p 

to  the  mizzen  the  knees  will  side ^ 

and  bolted  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter Te 

Carlinns  or  fore  and  aft  pieces — of  yellow  pine,  sided ^ 

Molded  or  in  depth 7' 

In  three  (3)  ranges. 

Ledges — of  yellow  pine,  sided ^ 

Molded  or  in  depth ^ 

There  will  be  one  (I)  ledge  between  every  two  (2)  beams. 

Jioiler  hatch — The  fore  and  aft  pieces  forming  the  boiler  hatch  of  yellow  pine,  sided.      1    ^ 

Molded  or  in  depth .' 1^ 

Kneed  at  the  enas  on  the  outside  with  lodge  knees  of  white  oak,  sided ^ 

and  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter. \p 

The  half  beams  will  be  kneed  to  these  fore  and  aft  pieces  with  lodge  and  lap  knees 

of  white  oak,  sided 6 

fastened  with  galvanized  iron  boltu,  iti  diameter \i 

and  at  the  side  of  the  vessel  will  be  kneed  as  the  other  beams. 
Haffbeihms — will  side 1    1 

and  molded  at  the  side  of  the  vessel 1(4 

The  half  beams  w.ill  mold  at  the  fore  and  aft  pieces 9 

Engine  hatch. — The  fore  and  aft  pieces  and   framing  to  be  the  same  as   the  boiler 

hatch,  including  the  half  beams. 
Hatches — will  be  first  formed  by  a  fore  and  aft  piece  of  yellow  pine,  sided   or  in 

width V 10 

molded  or  in  depth 9 

All  the  deck  framing  to  be  let  down  with  a  double  jog,  each  in  depth | 

Coamings  and  head  ledges — of  white  oak,  sided 6^ 

molded  or  in  depth... 6 

Dressed  straight  on  top  from  the  deck-edge  to  the  inner  upper  comer,  and  after  the 

iron  coaming  is  put  on,  to  be  cooved   out  from   tbe  angle-iron  to  finish  fair 

with  the  top  of  the  deck-plank. 
These  coamings  and  head  ledges  to  be  doweled  to  the  beamsand  fore  and  aft  pieces; 

dowels  in  diameter 2i 

And  in  length 4 

asunder  not  more  than I      8 

and  bolted  through  each  dowel  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  diameter I 

Riveted  on  rings  on  the  under  side  of  the  beams  and  fore  and  aft  pieces. 
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—  The  coaming  will  be  of  plate-iron,  in  height  above  the  deck  when 

2      6\ 

ickness i 

and  engine-batches  will  be  in  height 2      6 

ckness -fg 

)rema8t  the  hatches  may  be  in  height ]       6 

rill  continue  down  to  within 2 

torn  of  the  beam,  about 1^ 

ower  edge,  will  be  fastened  to  the  beams  and  fore  and  aft  pieces  with 

zed  iron  screw-bolts  in  diameter Y^ 

ngth 5 

ot  more  than 1      0 

of  the  hatches  there  will  be  riveted  an  angle-iron 2  b72 

»8 I 

aeter \. f 

ot  more  than 3 

3,  and  faying  close  on  the  top  of  the  oak  coaming,  there  will  be  an 

latch 2 

e  oak  coaming 3 

ckness ^ «  I 

)  coaming;  rivets  in  diameter.. f 

more  than 3 

through  the  oak  coaming  and  beams  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in 

more  than 10 

igs  on  the  lower  side  of  the  beams  and  fore  and  aft  pieces, 
bese  plates  there  will  be  riveted  an  iron  capping,  forming  a  rabbet  for 
and  natches,  riveting  to  be  flush  inside  aud  out,  all  to  conform  to  the 

ter-waya  of  jellow  pine,  sided  or  in  depth 10|- 

n  breadth 11 

1  thickness  ....^. .• 4 

n  thickness 6 

the  beams 2 

^  to  be  chined  on 2 

ht  from  the  chine  on  the  deck-edge  to  the  side-edge. 

bed  and  not  butted ;  scarphs  in  length 5      0 

through  the  beams  and  bJetween  the  beams  through  the  knees  into  the 

b  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter 

Df  yellow  pine,  two  (2)  in  number — 

(ships 9 

ckness 6 

the  beams 2 

>et  taken  out  of  the  comers  of  the  beami^on  the  beams 1 

beams  the  plank  will  cut  out 1       0 

pth 2 

edffe 1 

f  the  plank,  and 1 


rill  be  bolted  to  the  beams  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  each 

in  diameter f 

agth 9 

1,  and  will  be  fastened  to  the  ledges  with  one  (1)  galvanized  iron 

h   plank  ;  spike  in  length 3 

rakes  will  be  bolted  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  with  two  (2)  gal- 

I  bolts  between  every  two  (2)  beams ;  bolts  in  diameter \^ 

be  outside  of  the  plaok  and  riveted  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  thick 
r  the  running  plank  of  the  deck. 

ink  of  yellow  pine,  in  thickness  -^hen  planed  off 4 

to  exceed 7 

alvanized,  in  length  in  the  beams 8 

)  ledges 7 

taken  that  these  spikes  are  not  driven  in  a  line  with  each  other,  but 
e  staggered  in  the  ledges. 

1 ;  all  fasteLings  within 8      0 

icle  to  be  of  copper  or  composition. 

trhite  oak,  in  thickness 4 

be  ends  of  the  vessel  to 3i 

lis.  170,  pt.  2 19 
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I 

Iq  two  (*2)  strakes  in  width  sufficient  to  fill  the  space  from   top  of  water-way  to 

port-sill. 
First  fastened  with  one  (1)  galvanized  ii on  bolt  in  each  timber;    diameter  of 

bolt 

The  ontside  fastening  will  come  through  and  rivet  on  these  plank. 

Battery  plank, — Inside  between  the  upper  strake  of  spirketlng  and  under  side  of 

rail,  of  white  oak. 
In  thickness  at  the  spirketing 

and  at  the  rail 

and  in  width  not  over 

or  to  fill  the  space  with  six  (6)  strakes,  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in 

diameter 

The  through-bolts  from  the  outside  will  rivet  on  these  plank. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  this  fastening  is  kept  dear  or  the  gun-tackle  and  breach- 

ing-bolts. 
In  the  (itrake  of  battery-plank  that  comes  below  the  rail  or  upper  strake,  there  will 
be  in  every  room  a  ventilating*  valve  of  approved  pattern.    In  rooms  that  have 
fillings  or  other  obstructions  these  valves  may  be  omitted. 
Rail  ot  yellow  pine,  in  thickness 

and  in  width f 1 

To  be  set  with  the  round  of  the  beam,  the  l9wer  side  being  above  the  port-sill..    3 

To  be  scarphed ;  scarphs  in  length 6 

To  be  hooked  ;  hooks 

One  (1)  timber  of  each  firame  will  tenon  into  the  rail,  in  depth 

in  length,  or  fore  and  aft.... 

Athwartships  the  full  size  of  the  timber,  to  be  bolted  to  each  timber  with  galvanized 
iron  bolts, in  diameter .•• »..«.... 

and  in  length 

To  be  driven  at  opposite  angles  to  each  other. 

Top'gaUant  forecatUe  and  poop-deck  clamps,  of  white  oak,  in  thickness.... 

In  number,  two  (2)  strakes,  the  upper  edge  being  in  height  above  upper  deck  ....    6 

Beams  of  yellow  pine,  sided • 

Molded  at  center j 

and  at  the  ends • 

To  jog  into  the  clamps • 

To  have  a  spring  of 

in  a  length  of 31 

The  grub  or  beam  at  the  after  end  of  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  fore  end  of  the 
poop-deck  will  side 

and  mold  at  center 

and  at  the  ends 

This  bram  will  be  chined  on  to  receive  the  deck-plank 

and  will  from  thence  coove  out 

and  show  a  thickness  on  top  of 

Partners  to  the  fore  and  mizzen  if^asts  of  yellow  pine  in  width 

and  in  depth 

Kneed  with  lodge  and  lap  knees  of  white  oak,  sided 

Framed  to  take  a  white-pine  wedge 

The  partners  to  the  foremast  to  be  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter. 

and  to  the  mizzen-mast  with  copper  bolts,  in  diameter....  • 

Mast-coamings  to  project  above  deck 

and  show  a  thickness  on  top  when  finished 

To  be  fitted  with  galvanized  iron  band  and  composition  ring  simihir  to  those  on  tb^ 

deck  below. 
Stanchions  under  the  top-gallant  forecastle,  of  galvanized  iron  pipe,  in  diameter... 
To  have  ^Ivanized  iron  caps  and  shoes.   Through  these  stancoions  there  will  be  a 

galvanized  iron  bolt,  in  diameter 

Driven  from  the  top  of  the  beAm  and  set  upon  the  under  side  of  the  upper  deck 

beam. 
The  stanchions  under  the  poop-deck  in  the  cabin  will  be  in  two  (2)  rows  and  behind 
the  bulk-head. 

Knees. — Each  end  of  every  beam  will  have  a  lodge  knee  of  white  oak  sided 

Arras  in  length .^ 3 

And  hanging  knee  of  galvanized  iron,  arms  in  length  not  less  than 3 

Bolted  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter i' 

Coamings  of  hatches  and  sky-lights  of  white  oak,  in  height  above  deck 

ana  have  a  thickness  on  top  of v 

Those  to  the  sky-lights  to  be  rabbeted  on  the  outside  to  receive  the  hoods. 

Deck  planks  top'giulant  forecastlty  of  yellow  )^lne,  in  thickness 
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)OOp-deck,  white  pine,  in  thickness 3 

idth  not  more  than 5 

>d  with  galvanized  iron  spikes,  in  length 6^ 

id. 

>f  white  oak,  in  thickness 4 

idth 1       J 

itside f 

e  chined  on  the  inner  edge 1 

ater-way. 

the  timbers  will  tenon  into  the  plank-sheer,  and  the  plank-sheer  will 

d ;  scarphs  in  length 5,     0 

•e  hooked 2 

to  be  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  through  the  knees  into  the 

olt«  in  diameter f 

)  the  heads  of  the  timbers  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter  ....  tV 

•posite  angles  to  each  other. 

on  npper  deck  to  be  formed  by  letting  down  between  the  beams  a  cen- 

f  live-oak,  in  width I ]       4 

m  between  the  beams 6^ 

iecting  above  the  deck 2 

epth  being li 

B  of  this  center-piece  there  will  be  two  (2)  pieces  of  yellow  pine,  in 

1 10 

ece  will  be  rabbeted  on  the  outside  to  receive  the  ledge 2 

iecia  the  same  as  the  center-piece,  to  be  fastened  to  the  beams  with  gal- 

on  bolts,  in  diameter | 

ivartships  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  diameter if 

pstan  is  set,  these  pieces  will  be  dressed  down  to  show  a  thickness 

kof J 

comers  will  be  neatly  rounded. 

iipstan  is  used,  in  that  case  there  will  be  an  additional  piece  of  live-oak, 

1      4 

>  under  the  beam  to  meet  the  upper  piece,  having  a  lip  under  the 

: 3 

bafl  the  c%p8tan  will  be  bolted  through  the  stanchion  to  the  deck  below 

Ivanized  iron  bolt,  in  diameter 1^ 

under  side  of  berth-deck  beam. 

ig8  of  white  oak,  in  height  above  deck 7 

ed  round  on  the  outside  and  show  a  thickness  on  top  of 4^ 

oers  of  the  wedges. 

g;  to  the  fore  and  main  masts  will  have  a  galvanized  iron  hoop  or  band 

I  their  upper  edge,  for  which  they  will  be  properly  rabbeted.    Hoop  or 

idth * 24 

hickness tPj- 

ling  to  the  mizzen-mast  there  will  be  a  composition  ring  let  in  on  top,  in    . 

thickness ^ 

Ige  being  fair  with  the  outer  edge  of  the  coaming,  to  be  fastened  with 

on  screws. 

-To  be  of  cast  iron,  galvanized,  if  it  can  be  done;  bitts  in  diameter. ..     1      2 

!se  bitts  will  be  formed  by  letting  down  between  the  beams  a  piece  of 

in  width 1       5 

nrn  between  the  beams 6 

ctiue  above  the  deck «....  2 

lepth  being 1      0 

the  beams  there  will  be  a  similar  piece  of  live-oak  let  up  between  the 
meet  this  upper  piece  ;  this  lower  piece  will  have  a  lip  under  the  beam  of  2| 

bolted  through  the  beams  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter  ....  {^ 

on  rings  on  ue  lower  side.   The  cable  bitts  will  be  secured  to  these  live* 

)ieces  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter l^^ 

on  galvanized  iron  plates  let  in  athwartships  on  the  lower  side ;  plates 

in  thickness • -f^ 

length  sufficient  to  take  two  (2)  bolts ;  the  beam  abaft  the  cable  bitts 
be  bolted  through  the  stanchion  to  the  deck  below  with  a  galvanized 

bolt,  in  diameter H 

on  the  lower  side  of  the  berth-deck  beam. 

*«r  boUs, — ^There  will  be  three  (3)  deck  stopper  bolts  forward  of  the  cable 

d  one  (1)  in  every  beam  between  the  bitta  and  the  deck  pipe  to  Tan^^e 

ootsjde  of  the  bitts ;  bolts  of  galvanized  iron,  in  diameter .....••  \-f§ 
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Diameter  of  nng  in  the  c^ear 5 

Kiveted  on  plates  on  the  under  side  of  the  beam. 

Chain  stopper  beds. — Forward  near  the  manger  there  will  be  a  bed  of  live-oak,  pro- 
jecting above  the  clock ^ 

In  other  respects  formed  as  that  for  the  cable  bitts,  safficient  in  width  to  take  the 

stopper ;  the  center  of  these  stopper  beds  will  be  on  a  line  from  the  center  of  the 

forward  hawse  hole  to  the  ontsiae  of  the  cable  bitts. 
Chain  and  deck  pipes, — At  each  chain  pipe  there  will  be  let  down  between  the 

beams  two  (2)  tore  and  aft  pieces  of  yellow  pine  in  w'.dth  each 1    0 

Through  these  fore  and  aft  pieces  the  chain  pipes  will  be  cut;  to  be  fastened 

through  the  beams  *vith  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter n 

riveted  on  the  lower  side  of  the  beams  and  bolted  athwartships  with  two  (2) 

galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter I 

Bowsprit  bitts  of  white  oak,  sided ^ 

Molded  or  fore  and  aft 10 

To  continue  above  the  top-gallant  forecastle  deck 3    0 

There  will  be  a  cavil  above  the  top- gallant  forecastle. 

The  upper  ends  of  these  bitts  will  m  finished  timber-head  fashion. 

Top'Sail  sheet  bitts  to  the  fore  and  main  mast. 

To  be  of  locust,  square ^ 

Those  to  the  foremast  to  continue  down  and  bolt  to  the  deck  beam  below,  tapering 

so  that  at  the  deck  they  will  be  square ^ 

To  be  in  height  above  the  top-gallant  forecastle 4    0 

Bolted  to  the  top-gallant  forecastle  deck  beam  with  galvanized  iron  bolts,  in  diame- 
ter         A 

To  have  two  (2)  bolts  in  each. 

Ton-sail  sheet  bitts  to  the  mainmast  will  not  run  below,  but  will  be  secured  to 

tne  main  deck  beams  ;  in  other  respects  the  same  as  those  to  the  foremast. 

Towing  bitts  aft  near  the  mizzen-mast  of  galvanized  cast  iron  in  diameter 1^ 

These  oitts  will  be  located  as  shown  upon  the  plan—  if  within 3    ^ 

of  the  binnacle,  thev  will  be  of  composition. 
Fife-rails. — There  will  be  a  fife-rail  and  stanchions  to  the  fore  and  main  masts        *i 

Stanchions  to  be  square  at  the  deck 

To  have  two  (2)  sheaves  in  each  stanchion. 

Rail  to  be  of  white  oak,  in  thickness ^ 

and  in  width ^ 

and  in  height  above  deck 3    ^ 

Between  the  stanchions  there  will  be  a  galvanized  iron  rod,  in  diameter ^  ^ 

fitted  with  thimble  for  leading  blocks. 
There  will  be  a  composition  band  and  belaying-pins  on  the  mizzen-mast. 
Fin-rails. — In  wake  of  the  rigging  there  will  be  a  pin-rail  between  the  ports,  of 

white  oak,  in  thickness  at  the  side  of  the  vessel ^ 

and  on  the  front  edge j^ 

In  height  above  the  deck  about 4    ^ 

Bolted  through  the  side  of  the  vessel  with  galvauized  iron  bolts,  in  diameter * 

On  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop  decks,  the  pin-rail  will  be  fitted  with  locast 

stanchions  secured  to  the  deck  and  fitted  with  rods  for  leading-blocks,  similar  to 

the  fife-rail  stanchions.  ^ 

Oarboard  strake, — Of  white  oak,  in  thickness  next  the  keel ^ 

The  second  strake  sufficient  in  thickness  to  fall  in  fair  with  the  running-plank  of 

the  bottom,  in  width  amidships  about 1    ^ 

To  be  square  fastened — that  is,  every  timber  to  have  one  ( I )  through  bolt  and  one 

(1)  short  bolt ;  bolts  of  copper,  in  diameter ^ 

The  through  bolts  that  come  through  the  sister  keelsons  will  be  in  diameter ^ 

and  will  take  the  place  of  the  through  bolt  of  the  garboard  strake.  ^ 

The  rabbet  on  the  keel  will  be * 

Bottom  plank,  of  white  oak,  in  thickness  when  dubbed  off ^ 

ffa/M  of  white  oak,  the  thickest  plank  being * ^ 

Being  the  three  (3)  strakes  below  and  the  four  (4)  strakes  above  the 1*2    ^ 

water-line,  thence  falling  in  fair  with  the  bottom  plank  and    upward  to  the  port 

sill  to * 

The  first  six  (6)  strakes  below  the  port  sill  will  be 

thicker  and  jog  that  much  between  the  timbers,  for  which  the  edges  of  the  timbers 
will  be  carefully  trimmed  but  not  rabbeted. 
Between  the  first  (1st)  and  second  (2d)  futtock-heads    there  will  be   two  (2) 

strakes  

thicker  and  jog  that  much  between  the  frames  in  a  similar  manner. 
The  outside  plank  will  be  hollowed  out  on  the  inside  to  fit  the  timbers,  and  the  tlis- 

bers  of  the  frame  will  not  be  dubbekl  straight  for  the  plank. 
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♦Tbe  wales  will  be  inr  width  amidfthips 8 

Tbe  pUnk  will  iocrease  gradually  iu  width,  Dot  exceeding^ 1      0 

Tbd    plaok  under  the  bottom  and  subject   to  compression   may  be  in   length 

from 35  0  to  40      0 

Bat  the  wales,  clamps,  and  spirketing  subject  to  extension  must  be  the  longest 

plank  and  will  be  in  length  from 40  0  to  TiO    0 

BiiiMf^  outside. — For  the  length  of  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  pook^decks  of 

white  oak,  in  thickness  at  port-sill 3  ' 

«nd  at  the  rail 2^ 

h  working  these  plank  they  will  be  first  fastened  with  galvanized  iron  spikes,  in 

length 6 

afterward  fastened  with  two  (2)  galvanized  iron  bolts  in  each  frame,  bolts  in 

diameter f  and  ?n 

riveted  on  rings  on  the  inside. 
Between  the  top-gallar t  forecastle  and  the  poop-deck  the  bulwarks  outside  will  be 

of  yellow  pine  of  same  thickness  and  fastened  in  same  manner. 
Forward  and  around  the  stern  the  bulwarks  or  plank  above  the  rail  will  be  of 

white  oak,  in  thickness 2^ 

futened  the  same  as  the  bulwarks  below. 

FuUnng  outside. — The  copper  fastening  will  extend  from  below  to 13        6 

aboTe  the  base  line  amidships  and  will  sheer  up  forward  to 14        3 

andaftto *. 14        9 

above  the  base-line,  above  which  it  will  be  of  galvanized  iron,  except  the  coun- 
ter immediately  over  the  propeller,  which  will  be  copper  fastened  to  the  upper 
deck. 
All  tbe  outside  plank  below  the  port-sill  will  be  square-fastened,  that  is,  there  will 
be  two  (2)  through  bolts  and  two  (2)  short  fastenings  in  each  frame. 

Tbe  copper  through  bolta  will  be  in  diameter 

and  toe  short  fastenings 

Tbe  galvanized  through  bolts  will  be  in  diameter .' 

and  the  short  fastenings 

Tbe  length  of  the  short  fastenings  will  be  about  twice  and  one-third  (i)  the  thick- 
De«  of  the  plank  through  which  it  is  driven,  but  in  no  caso  are  these  bolts  to  be 

longer  than  within 1 

of  going  through  the  timber. 
WbeooTer  a  knee-bolt,  water-way  bolt,    hook-bolt,  keelson,  or  any  other  through 

bolt,  will  take  its  place,  the  fastening  outside  will  be  omitted. 
Id  tbe  frame  next  on  each  side  on  which  the  strake  butts  in  lieu  of  one  ( I )  of  the 

»bort  fastenings  in  the  timber  nearest  the  butt  there  will  be  a  through  bolt. 
Tbebood  end  bolts  when  they  can  begot  through,  will  be  drivenjfrom  alternate  sides 

ud  dreted  on  ring^  ;   when  they  cannot  be  got  through  they  will  be  in  length.  10 

Wbere  the  planks  are  reduced  to  six  (6)  inches  in  width  toe  fastenings  will  be  dou- 
ble aud  single,  a  short  bolt  in  every  frame,  the  through  bolts  bein^  placed  on  al- 
ternate edges.  The  heads  of  all  bolts  driven  from  the  outside  will  be  carefully 
trimmed,  and  driven  home  with  a  swedge  or  punch  so  as  not  bruise  the  plank, 
and  the  heads  will  not  be  plugged. 
f^tttT'tifikt  bulkheads  will  be  built  of  white  pine,  in   two  (2)  thicknesses,  each 

tbickness  to   be 2 

toDfoed  and  grooved,  supported  by  stanchions  on  the  after  side. 

^^  in  the  hold,  of  white  pine,  in  thickness 3 

located  to  conform  to  the  plan. 
JJwMwm  decks  aft  on  each  side  of  the  shaft-alley 

«ani§  of  yellow  pine  sided 5 

and  molded 5 

<^k  plank  of  white  pine,  in  thickness 2^ 

inwidth  not  over 7 

fastened  with  galvanized  iron  spikes,  in  length 5^ 

not  to  be  plugged. 
^fi'dliy. — To  M  built  as  shown  on  the  plan. 

T^c  magazime  and  shell-room  floors  to  be  battoned  up  so  that  water  will  not  lay  on 
them.  The  bolts  and  spikes  used  in  the  magazine  and  shell  rooms  will  be  of  cop- 
per or  composition,  and  not  of  iron. 

^^'keads,  to  be  of  iron,  in  width  when  finished 10 

»Qd  in  depth  at  outer  end 11 

To  be  formed  of  plate  iron,  in  thickness i 

^"titcter.— Of  white  oak,  sided  so  that  the  front-edge  may  be  in  thickness 3 

*»»in?  in  at  the  water-line  to ^ 

fbe  main  piece  will  run  up  and  form  the  buck  of  the  lacing,  and  to  which  the  head- 
^iU  will  he  fastened  by  a  galvanized  iron  knee,  connecting  them  together. 
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The  body  of  the  laciug-knee  will  rua  down  the  stem,  and  the  arm  out  under  the 
bowsprit.  Between  this  knee  and  the  main  piece  the  filling-iu  pieces  will  be 
worked.  If  the  main  piece  is  not  of  sufficient  breadth  to  receive  the  fore  end  of 
the  lower  cheek,  a  piece  will  be  fayed  on  its  fore  side.  The  several  pieces  forming 
the  cutwater  will  be  grooved  and  have  a  tongue  of  yellow  pine  inserted.     It  will 

be  doweled  to  the  stem  with  dowels  in  diameter 3 

and  in  length 4 

asunder  not  more  than 1    8 

The  gripe  will  be  scarphed  on  the  lower  end  of  the  main  piece. 

The  upper  bolts  will  be  galvanized  iron,  in  diamet^ 1   ^^ 

The  remaining  bolts  will  be  in  diameter 1    iV 

The  copper  bolts  will  be  in  diameter ij 

The  bolts  must  be  laid  off  and  bored  through  the  separate  pieces,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  DO  bad  holes. 

Cheeks, — Of  white  oak,  sided h\ 

Bolts  in  diameter } 

To  be  galvanized  iron. 

The  space  between  the  upper  and  main  head-rails  will  be  planked  fore  and  aft,  and 

not  staved  up.    The  plank  to  be  tongued  and  grooved.     Plank  in  thickness U 

and  in  wiath  to  correspond  with  the  plank  between  the  top-gallant  forecastle 
plank-sheer  and  the  main- rail. 
Quarter  galleries  —Rims  of  white  oak,  to  be  fitted  with  bath  tubs  and  water-closets 

to  conrorm  to  the  plan. 
Channels. — Of  white  oak,  placed  at  the  second  strake  below  the  main  rail. 

In  thickness  next  the  siue  of  the  ship  ..*. H 

and  at  the  outer  edge «^ 

In  nridth  about 1    8 

To  be  made  in  two  (2)  widths,  doweled  to  each  other,  dowels  in  diameter ^ 

and  in  length » 4 

Bolted  through  the  side  of  the  ship  at  each  frame  with  galvanized  iron  bolts  iu 

diameter ^1 

Channel-stays. — To  be  c^alvanized.    There  will  be  two  (2)  channel-stays  to  the  short 
lengths,  and  three  (3;  to  the  long  lengths,  to  have  an  eye  in  the  upper  end  and 
ring-bolts  in  the  lower  ends.     There  will  be  galvanized  iron  knees  under  the 
channels,  in  number  same  as  channel-stays. 
Chains, — Chain-plates  of  flat  iron,  galvanized.    Fore  and  main  plates  in  width....  *« 

and  in  thickness *. 

Mizzen-chain  plates  in  width j| 

and  in  thickness ^ 

The  upper  end  of  these  chain-plates  so  formed  that  the  dead-eyes  may  shackle  to 
tlem.  In  wake  of  the  boles  for  the  chain-bolts  the  plates  will  be  swelled  sufficient 
to  retain  their  strength,  and  the  edges  of  the  plates  will  be  neatly  chamfered  or 
rounded.  ., 

The  fore  and  main  chain-bolts  in  diameter .t 

Mizzeu  chain-bolts  in  diameter o 

Fore  and  main  preventer- bolts  iu  diameter .* 

Mizzen  preventer-bolts  in  diameter .i 

Every  other  chain-bolt  will  be  a  ring-bolt     Diameter  of  ring  in  the  clear A 

Size  of  iron  for  ring,  fore  and  main I 

and  for  the  mizzen 

All  of  the  above  iron- work  to  be  galvanized.  ^ 

Pumps. — Of  composition.    Diameter  of  chambers , 

The  force-pumps  to  be  fitted  to  work  on  the  berth  and  gun  decks.    The  pipes  for  the 
head,  channel,  and  other  pumps  will  lead  inside  to  cocks,  through  the  bottom 
below  the  water-line.    The  holes  for  these  pipes  will  be  cut  in  the  joints  of  the 
frame,  and  not  in  the  room  or  space  between  the  frame. 
Scuppers. — Several  on  each  side,  located  as  shown  on  the  plan  ;  in  size  in  the  clear  ^ 

fore  and  aft 4 

and  up  and  down 

In  the  clear,  when  finished,  to  be  fitted  with  composition  valves  on  the  outside,  to 
be  kept  clear  of  the  guns  and  air-ports.  There  will  be  scuppers  on  the  top-gallant 
forecastle  and  poop-decks  ;  also  in  the  manger  and  head. 
Port  shutters. — To  be  made  in  two  (2)  thickuesses,  the  lower  halves  to  be  hinged  to 
the  port-sill.  The  shutters  to  the  bridal-port  to  be  of  oak,  also  those  of  the  stem- 
ports.  ♦  ^ 

Hammock-rail  of  yellow  pine,  in  depth ^ 

and  in  thickness 

To  finish  fair  with  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  poop-deck  plank-sheers. 
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The  hammock-stanchions  will  be  of  iron,  (galvanized.   The  hammock-nettingH  will 

be  of  white  pine,  in  thickness 1 

fastened  with  galvanized  iron  nails. 

HiwU'kolei, — IMameter  of  the  forward  holes,  in  the  clear ]0^ 

and  the  after  one 10^ 

SUnckions  on  top-gallant  /orecojt/e,  of  galvanized  iron;  heiffht  above  deck 3 

Through  the  npper  ends  of  these  stanchions  there  will  be  a  life-line  of  galvanized 

iron  chain ." y'j 

On  the  after-end  of  the  deck  the  stanchions  will  be  fitted  with  galvanized  hand- 
rail of  gas-pipe,  in  diameter  ^ 1^ 

On  the  poop-oeck  there  will  be  a  similar  hand-rail,  and  stanchions  all  roand  the 

portion  on  the  fore-end  of  the  poop-deck  will  be  of  composition. 
Uiitf  and  gratings, — There  will  be  sea<«teps  and  side- ladders  on  each  side  of  the 

vessel,  fitted  with  galvanized  iron  stanchions  and  hand-rails. 
Theskyhghto  will  be  provided  with  composition-wire  gratings. 
The  batches  will  be  fitted  with  white -ash  gratings,  and  close  hatches  where  neces- 

sarj. 
Ladders  will  be  of  white  ash. 

hatches  and  scnttles  to  be  fitted  with  galvanized  iron  flush-rings, 
to  the  magazine  and  shell-rooms  to  be  of  copper  or  composition. 
ScutUut  for  passing  coal  to  the  bankers,  will  be  cut  and  fitted  to  conform  to  the  plan, 

and  will  be  of  cast  iron,  galvanised,  in  diameter  in  the  clear 1       4 

Plimg  and  molding. — All  work  exposed  to  the  weather  will  be  planed  smooth, 

and  the  bottom  will  be  planed  fair,  before  the  copper  is  put  on. 
The  inside  work  will  be  planed,  including  the  berth-deck. 
The  lower  comers- of  all  beams  framing. 
The  projection  at  the  spirketing  will  t^  ronnded,  and  there  will  be  no  molding  in 

any  part  except  the  main  rail . 
All  the  deck-framing  will  be  let  into  the  beams  and  into  each  other  with  a  double 

Thropper  ends  of  all  athwartship  bulkheads,  boards,  or  plank  will  be  rounded,  the 
ndioa  being  the' length  of  the  board.  When  the  athwartship  bulkhead  comes 
under  a  beam,  the  bulkhead-strip  on  beam  will  be  omitted  in  the  doorway. 
The  center-pieces  in  the  hatches  on  which  the  gratings  lay  must  be  placed  in  the 
direction  of  the  ladders,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  head-room  in  passing  up 
or  down. 

Ctlkin^.—rpYie  wales  and  the  bottom  plank  will  be  calked  solid  and  home  to  the 

tioiben,  the  npper  deck  with  not  less  than  three  (3)  threads,  and  the  berth -deck 

with  not  less  than  two  (2)  threads  for  the  first  calking.    The  bulwarks,  poop- 

^eck,  and  topgallant  forecastle  in  proper  proportion.    All  the  seams  to  be  payed 

Kith  pitch,  and  scraped  clean,  except  outside  above  the  copper,  and  inside  above 

the  upper  deck  and  the  poop-deck  and  the  decks  in  the  cabin  and  ward-room, 

vhich  will  be  payed  with  tnree  (3)  coats  of  white  lead,  before  the  vessel  is 

pvnted;  and  when  painted,  the  seams  will  have  an  additional  coat  of  paint. 

"^■•et/tiif  and  galoanizing. — It  is  to  be  particularly  observed  that  all  riqg  and  eye 

^Itaaretol^  carefully  annealed  after  they  are  male,  and  all  iron-work,  of 

vhataoever  kind,  is  to  be  galvanized,  if  it  can  be  done,  including  the  gun- 

'^kle  and  breaching-bolts,  which  are  to  be  made  and  put  in  to  conform  to  the 

ordnance  manual. 

C«j»|wriii^.— The  copper  will  be  30  and  32  ounce,  the  upper  edge  being  above  the 

I'^e-line  amidships 12 

'heering  up  at  the  forward  perpendicular  to 13 

and  at  the  after  perpendicular  to 14 

iQf e  will  be  a  composition  casting  on  the  front  of  the  gripe  and  cutwater,  con- 
tinning  from ». 3 

'Oder  the  keel  to 3 

above  the  coppering-llne  on  the  cutwater.     In  thickness  on  the  front,  at  the 

Water-line 

extending  back  on  the  gripe  sufficient  to  get  good  fastening,  the  after-edge 

..     being  in  thickness tV 

i'^».— One  in  each  state-room,  and  several  on  each  side  on  the  berth-deck, 
^^  under  the  top-g'allant  forecastle  and  poop-deck,  located  as  shown  on  the  plan. 
^^ting'pipes. — There  will  be  a  ventilating-pipe  leading  from  the  after-end  of 
1^ shafi-alley  to  the  poop-deck;  also  forward  there  will  be  a  ventilating-pipe 
.'^^iogfrom  the  fore>end  of  the  berth  to  the  top-gallant  forecastle. 
^^^g-wkeel  of  locust  and  mahogany,  the  spindle  to  be  of  copper  or  composition. 
'**i*zine  and  shell-room  to  be  o?  seasoned  white-pine,  to  be  calked  and  made 
''?iit,  then  lined  with  lead  and  fitted  as  the  Ordnance  Bureau  may  direct. 
^'^^ii  bulkheads,  ^c,  of  seasoned  white  pine,  to  be  fitted  to  conform  to  the  plan. 
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with  state-rooms,  clothes-lockers,  berths,  coat  and  hat  hooks,  stationary  wash- 
stands,  cot-books,  Venetian  blinds  for  windows  and  doors,  glazed  sash  in  doors, 
windows,  ports,  and  skylights,  glass  to  be  best  clear  doable-thick  white  glass. 

Wardroom  bulkheads,  of  seasoned  white  pine,  fitted  with  berths,  lockers,  shelves, 
coat  and  hat  hooks,  Venetian  blinds  to  the  doors  and  bulkhead  openings :  pantry 
fitted  with  hooks,  shelves,  and  other  conveniences,  all  to  conform  to  the  olan. 

Steerage  and  warrant  officers^  auarters,  of  seasoned  white  pine,  to  be  fittea  to  con* 
form  to  the  plan — fitted  witn  berths,  lockers,  shelves,  olc,  similar  to  the  ward- 
room. 

Berth'deek, — Hammock-hooks  of  galvanized  iron  to  be  placed  for  as  many  men  as 
can  be  hung  on  the  berth-deck  and  under  the  top-gallant  forecastle. 

Sail  and  bread  rooms, — The  sail-rooms  and  bread-rooms  to  be  lined  with  tin ;  the 
sail-rooms  to  have  a  white-pine  grating  on  the  deck,  and  white-pine  slats  on  its 
sides  to  prevent  the  sails  from  coming  in  contact  with  the  tin.  The  store  rooms 
and  dispensary  to  be  fitted  according  to  naval  usage. 

Ckain  ana  shot  lockers,  of  white  pine,  in  thickness ^ 

The  bottoms  to  be  made  tight.  Galvanized  iron  bolts  for  securing  the  chains,  to  be 
properly  placed. 

GaUey^platform  to  be  leaded,  and  beams  and  parts  exposed  to  the  action  of  the 
fire  to  be  protected  by  tin,  properly  furred  off;  steam-gratings  to  be  fitted  and  the 
galley  properly  secured. 

Water-aosets  to  be  provided  for  the  ward-room  and  steerage  as  shown  on  the  plan, 
to  be  properly  fitted  with  water-tanks,  China  basins,  de.iveriug-pipes,  &>c;,and 
arranged  that  they  may  be  readily  cleared. 

Head,-^\ie  head  to  be  fitted  with  three  (3)  or  four  (4)  seats  on  each  side.  There 
will  be  a  head-pump  properly  fitted  on  each  side  of  the  bowsprit. 

Companionwavs  to  be  fitted  with  suitable  canopies,  those  to  the  wardroom  and 
steerage  to  be  of  composition;  the  remaining  ones  to  be  of  iron, galvanized. 

Masts  and  spars  to  be  bark -rigged,  the  spars  of  the  mateiial  usual  in  naval  vessels; 
to  be  properly  fitted  with  iron-work,  all  iron-work  to  be  galvanized  ;  all  to  con- 
form to  the  plan. 

All  work  to  be  done  in  a  complete  and  workman-like  manner,  and  to  conform  to 
the  plans  and  specifications,  and  any  omissions  in  these  specifications  will  not  re- 
lieve the  party  of  the  first  part  in  this  contract  from  furnishing  the  labor  neces- 
sary to  complete  it.  In  any  omission  of  detail,  the  vessels  building  in  the  navy- 
yard  will  be  the  guide 

Navy  Department,  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair,  July  1, 187*^. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Bureau, 


N.  B.— Spars  will  not  be  included  in  above.    Per  order  chief  of  bureau,  July  22. 

EASBY,  A^  C. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  specifications  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original. 


Navy-yard,  Boston,  April  4, 1S76. 


Mr,  Donald  McKay^s  contract  to  complete  the  Adams  and  Essex, 

Navy  Departmf.nt, 
Bureau  of  Constrlction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  April  17, 1875. 

Sir  :  Your  two  propositions  of  the  12th  instant,  as  this  day  verbally  modified  by  yon,  to 
complete  the  United  States  sloops  of  war  Adams  and  Essex  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea- 
service,  have  been  considered  by  the  bureau  and  accepted  under  the  following  conditions, 
viz : 

That  you  are  to  furnish  all  the  labor  of  every  description  required  to  be  done  under  this 
bureau;  for  completing  the  Adams,  and  embracing  labor  on  the  outfits  of  the  vessel,  includ- 
ing miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c.,  labor  on  masts  and  spars  (including  boat-spars)  on 
seven  (7)  boats,  one  of  which  is  to  be  a  steam-cutter,  and  on  furniture.  Also  that  you  are, 
in  like  manner,  to  furnish  all  the  labor  required  to  be  done  under  this  bureau  for  completing 
the  Essex,  embracing  therein  the  labor  necessary  to  complete  the  hull  and  outfits,  including 
miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c.,  also  the  labor  required  in  making  the  masts  and  spars, 
(including  boat-spars,)  and  in  completing  the  furniture ;  it  being  understood  that  the  work  to 
be  done  by  you  is  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  vessels  now  in  the  Boston  navy- 
yard,  (and  that  shaving  of  bitts  and  sheet-chocks  and  all  other  work  usually  done  by  block- 
makers  to  hull  and  spars  is  to  be  done  by  the  Government  as  required  and  at  its  expense ;  also 
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that  all  work  on  tanks  and  casks  for  either  vessel,  except  transport! nji:  and  storing  same,  and 
all  work  on  boats  of  the  Essex,  is  to  be  in  like  manner  done  by  the  Government ; )  but  taking 
boftti  for  both  vessels  from  the  boat-house  alon^roide,  hoisting^  them  on  board  and  properly 
storinf^  them,  is  to  be  done  by  yon,  also  hoisting  on  board  and  setting^  bowsprit  and  lower 

IDMtS. 

It  is  further  understood  that  in  doings  the  work  above  mentioned  yon  are  to  be  allowed  the 
Decessary  facilities  of  the  Boston  yard,  as,  for  example,  use  of  dry-dock,  proper  shed-room, 
and  ose  of  necessary  purchases,  also  use  of  tools  in  shops,  &,c.,  and  further  tnat  all  the  ma- 
torials  for  doing  the  work  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government  and  delivered  to  you  at  the 
store-houses  and  receipted  for.  No  responsibility  in  providing  watchmen  for  the  vessels  while 
the  work  is  being  done  is  to  be  assumed  by  you. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  understood  that  the  work  shall  be  done  in  the  best  manner, 
•qui  in  all  respects  to  any  done  upon  vessels  built  in  United  States  navy-yards  by  day's 
work,  and  shall  be  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintending  naval  or  assistant 
naral  constructor,  (who  soall  have  full  power  to  reject  any  bad  or  imperfect  work  in  any 
ilage  of  its  progress, )  and  of  the  bureau. 

And  for  the  work  above  named  or  referred  to  for  completing  the  Adams  ready  for  sea-serv- 
iee,  80  far  as  this  bureau  is  concerned,  the  bureau  will  pay  to  you  the  sum  of  |*<^,000,  and 
for  completing  the  Essex  in  like  manner  the  sum  of  |46,000.  Payment  for  the  work  on 
the  Adams  to  be  made  in  five  and  for  the  work  on  the  Essex  in  nine  equal  installments,  to 
he  made,  as  the  work  progresses,  on  bills  in  triplicate,  certified  by  the  superintending  naval  or 
anUtant  naval  constructor  that  the  work  has  sufficiently  progressed  to  entitle  you  to  the  pay- 
meat  named,  and  that  it  is  in  all  respects  satisfactory. 

The  fifth  or  final  payment  for  work  on  the  Adams,  and  the  ninth  or  final  pa^-ment  for  the 
work  on  the  Essex,  will  not  be  made  until  the  vessel  is  completed  and  accepted,  and  certifi- 
cate famished  of  that  fact  and  that  no  other  work  remains  to  be  done  by  you  thereon  ;  and 
it  is  hy  your  acceptance  of  the  terms  proposed  in  this  letter  considered  as  distinctly  under- 
Btood  that  you  are  to  make  no  claim  at  any  time  founded  on  delay  of  the  Government  in  do- 
iug  its  portion  of  the  work,  or  in  furnishing  the  required  materials;  and  that  if  such  a  claim 
should  he  presented  it  will  not  be  considered  or  paid,  but  that  the  maximum  amount  to  be 
paid  nnder  any  and  all  circumstances  for  doinff  the  work  mentioned  is,  for  the  Adams  the 
•urn  of  |25,0(iO,  and  for  the  Essex  the  sum  of  f  46,000,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Please  sienify  in  writing  your  acceptance  of  this  proposition,  and  your  willingness  to  pro- 
ceed with  tne  workjupon  the  vessels  named  upon  the  withiu-nieutioned  terms. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HAN8C0M, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay,  Epq  , 

East  Boston  f  Mass, 


CvpfofaUcorrespondenee  onfile  in  commandant's  office^  navy-yard,  Boston^  Mass.,  in  relation 
io  construction  and  completion  of  the  United  States  sloops  of  war  Adams  and  Eisez, 

Bureau  of  Construction,  &c., 

July  10,  167.1. 

BiR:  By  this  day's  mail  you  will  receive  plans  and  specifications  of  a  sloop  of  war,  to  be 
exhibited  to  bidders  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  advertisement  of  the  2ist  ultimo. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HAN8C0M, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  9, 1873. 

Sir  :  Please  order  such  a  board  of  naval  officers  as  you  think  proper,  and  inquire  as  to 
the  facilities,  capability,  and  securities  of  Donald  McKay  for  building  a  steam  sloop  of  war 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  tons  for  the  Government.  This  order  will  be  put  in  an  official  form 
^  doe  time. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HAN8C0M, 
Chufnf  Bureau. 

ConjinodoreE.  G.  Parrott,  U.8.N.. 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CammandanVs  Qfiife,  September  11,  1673. 

Gentlemen  :  Yon  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  inquire  as  to  the  facilities,  capability,, 
and  securitiefi  of  Mr.  Donald  McKay  for  building  a  steam  sloop  of  war  of  six  hundred  and  forty' 
tons  for  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully. 

E.  G.  PARROTT, 

Commandant. 
Chief  Engineer  B.  F.  Garvin,  U.  S.  N., 
Captain  S.  B.  LfCE,  U.  S.  N., 
Naval  Constructor  S.  H.  Poor,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy-Yard^  Boston. 


United  States  Navy- Yard.  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office^  September  13,  IH73. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  the  board  of  officers  ordered  to  inquire  as  to  th& 
facilities,  capability,  and  securities  of  Mr.  Donald  McKay  for  building  a  steam  sloop  of  war 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  tons  for  the  Government,  as  directed  by  bureau's  letter  of  the  9tb 
instant. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  G.  PARROTT, 

Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  cf*!;.,  Washington j  D.  C. 


Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Conslrnetof  s  Ofice^  September  11,  1873. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  to  **  inquire  as  to  the  facilities,  capability,  and  secori- 
ties  of  Mr.  Donald  McKay  for  building  a  steam  sloop  of  war  of  640  tons  for  the  Govern- 
ment, we  would  respectfully  report  that  we  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  beg  leave  to 
state  that,  in  our  opmion,  he  has  all  the  facilities,  capability,  and  securities  which  would  be 
required  for  the  building  of  a  steam  sloop  of  war  of  640  tons  for  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  F.  GARVIN, 
Chief  Engineer^  United  States  Navy. 
S.  B.  LUCE, 

Captain,  United  States  Navw. 
SAM'L  H.  POCK, 

Naval  Constructor. 
Commodore  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


memorandum. 

Mr.  McKay  offers  the  following  names  as  securi^,  viz  : 

George  B.  Upton |-^50, 000  to  $300, 000 

JohnTrickey '. 200,000  to    300,000 

George  S.Young 50,000 

S.  H.  Munsou 1,000,000 

N.  C.  Munson 1,000,000 


» 


Bureau  of  CoNSTRu<rnoN,  &c., 

November  I,  1873. 

Sir  :  The  commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard  has  been  requested  to  send  to  the  yard 
under  your  command  the  molds  and  beveliugs  for  getting  out  the  frame  of  the  new  8loo[^ 
of  war  of  640  tons,  building  at  that  yard  ;  and  vou  will  please  direct  that  the  frame  of  the 
new  sloop  of  war  to  be  built  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  be  got  out  by  these 
molds  and  bevelings. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Edward  T.  Nii;hols,  U  S.  N., 

Commandant  iVart^-Vard,  Boston,  Mass. 
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United  States  Navy-Yarj),  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office^  April  20,  1874. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  bureau's  letter  of  November  1,  1873,  the  naval  constructor  reports  that 
the  frame  for  the  sloop  of  war  now  building  at  East  Boston  is  completed,  and  has  been  de- 
Vivered  to  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore  J  Commandant 
Chief  Constructor  I  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N.  , 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  ijx.j  IVashington,  D,  C. 


Bureau  of  Construction,  «fcc., 

January  30,  1374. 

Sir  :  Please  have  the  frame  of  live-oak  for  the  64U  tons  vessel,  contracted  for  by  Mr.  Don- 
ald McKay,  delivered  to  him  without  delay,  keeping  those  men  employed  for  that  purpose 
it  work  without  suspension. 

Very  respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I,  HANSCOM. 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.N., 

Constructor f  Navy-  Yardf  Boston^  Mass^ 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  April  20,  1874. 

CoMMODORK:  Referring  to  the  bureau  letter  of  November  1, 1873,  I  would  respectfully 
report  that  the  frame  for  the  sloop  of  war  now  building  at  East  Boston  is  completed,  and  ha» 
been  delivered  to  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAML.  H.  POOK, 
Naoal  Constructor  J  U.  S.  N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Commodore E.  T.  Nichols,  Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Charleston,  Mass.: 

Pat  bridge  on  Franklin,  if  no  delay.  Deliver  D.  McKay  keel-piecps,  who  will  returui 
timber  for  same. 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

Bureau  op  Construction, 
•  January  7,  J  874. 

SlR:  Inclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  contract  with  Donald  McKay,  of  Boston,  for  build- 
c  y  '^*'"  screw-propeller  sloop  of  war,  which  you  will  pleaso  hand  to  Naval  Constructor 
8.  H.  Pook. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

[Copy  of  the  contract  furnished  to  committee  when  in  Boston.  ] 


Bureau  op  Construction,  &c., 

January  19,  1874. 

??'  P®'^®'^^*^  please  find  building,  profile,  deck-plans,  &c.,  of  the  wooden  sloop  of  war, 
to  be  bmlt  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  which  you  will  please  have  handed  to 
^  aval  Constructor  Pook. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
„  Chief  oj  Bureau, 

tommodore  E.  T.  NiCHOta,  U.  8,  N., 

Commandant  Navjf- Yard f  Boston,  Mass, 
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Bureau  of  Constructioh, 

January  31, 1874. 

Sir  :  You  are  liereby  authorized  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  under  the  approval  of 
the  officer  supervisinfj^  the  construction  of  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  him  under  contract 
with  this  bureau,  such  articles  of  timber,  lumber,  iron,  composition,  and  copper  as  may  be 
on  hand  in  the  yard  under  your  command,  and  can  be  spared,  and  as  he  may  require  nrom 
time  to  time,  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  that  vessel,  the  cost  of  such  articles  to  be 
charg^  to  Mr.  McKay  at  Government  cost,  and  deducted  from  the  payments  under  his  con- 
tract. 

You  are  also  authorised,  in  case  he  requires  it,  to  have  the  bending  of  the  water-ways, 
plank-sheers,  and  chocks,  and  certain  galvanizing  work  for  the  vessel  done,  the  cost  to  be 
charged  against  his  contract  in  like  manner. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HAN8COM, 

Chief  of  Bwnau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nary^Yard^  Boston^  Mats. 


Bureau  of  Constructioh, 

February  ^,  1874. 

Sir  :  Herewith  yon  will  receive  photographic  plans  of  the  compound  screw-engines  and 
boilers  for  the  new  sloop  of  war  building  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chiff  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Jhston,  Mass. 


Bureau  of  Construction, 

March  2,  1874. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  sketch  showing  slight  change  in  position  of  scuttle  in  the  new 
sloop  building  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Tard^  Boston^Mass. 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  March  13,  1874. 

Commodore  :  In  accordance  with  the  contract  of  the  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair,  with  Donald  McKa^  and  others  for  building  sloop  of  war  at  East  Bos- 
ton, I  have  given  certificates  to  said  McKay  and  others  for  the  first  payment,  being  satisfied 
that  the  work  has  progressed  sufficiently  to  entitle  them  to  receive  the  same. 

Please  find  inclosed  policies  of  insurance  to  the  amount  of  the  certificates,  which  I  respect- 
fully reauestyou  to  forward  to  the  bureau  J 
Very  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  H.  POOK, 
Naval  Constructor,  United  States  Navy. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard. 


No.  69.  ]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office,  March  13,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  from  Naval  Constructor  Pook,  with  policies  of 
insurance  on  sloop  of  war  building  at  East  Boston  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  as  required  by 
the  contract  with  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore,  Commandant. 

Chief  Constructor  J.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Consiruiiwn  and  Repair,  Wasli\T»gl<m,  D.  C. 
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NAvy-YARD,  Boston, 
NavalConstrucUn-'i  Office,  March  20,  1874. 

Commodore:  The  following  information  is  required  upon  the  plans  of  the  wooden  sloop 
of  war  now  buildin^i^  by  Donald  McKay,  East  Boston  : 

The  location  of  the  outboard  value  at  the  forward  end  of  the  fng^ine  on  the  port  side ;  also^. 
the  location  of  the  engine  and  boiler  keelsons,  with  written  dimensions  thereon,  and  the 
height  of  the  center  of  the  shaft  above  the  top  of  the  engine  keelsons, 
r lease  obtain  this  information  from  the  bureau  for  the  inspector. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAM.  H.  POOK. 
Naval  Constructor, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commaiuiant  Navg-Yardt  Boston,  Mass, 


No.?2.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  March  20,  1674. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  the  action  of  the  bureau,  copy  of  letter  from  Naval  Construc- 
tor Pook,  requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  Mr. 
Donald  McKay  at  East  Boston. 
RespecUfully, 

E.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore,  Commandant, 

Cluef  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  1Vashini[ton,  D.  C. 


Bureau  op  Construction,  &c., 

March  24,  1874. 

Sot:  Beferring  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  No.  72,  with  inclosure  from  the  naval 
eoDstmctor  relative  to  the  sloop  of  war  building  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  Mc- 
Kaj,  yooare  informed  that  the  information  askea  for  will  be  found  in  the  photographic 
plans  forwarded  to  you  under  date  of  27th  ultimo  and  acknowledged  by  you  on  the  i7th 
instanL 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedienrt  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


Bureau  of  Construction,  &c,, 

March  30,  1874. 

8Nt:  Inclosed  herewith  please  find  a  sketch  showing  a  change  in  the  bulkheads  in  steer- 
H^t  dispensary,  issuing-room,  &c.,  on  forward  berth-deck ;  also,  position  of  pumps  and  lad- 
<^^''Way  for  firemen,  for  the  new  sloop  of  war  building  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navff'Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office^  April  17,  1874. 

Commodore  :  Inclosed  vou  will  please  find  for  transmission  to  the  bureau  two  policies 
of  insorance  for  $6,700  each,  from  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  second 
Payment,  $13,365,  on  the  sloop  of  war  now  building  by  him  at  East  Boston. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAM.  H.  POOK, 
Naval  Construt^or,   U.  5.  N, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navg-Yardf  Boston. 
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No.  97.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant^ 8  Office,  April  18,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  copy  of  a  commuoication  from  the  naval  constmetor  inclosinji; 
two  policies  of  iDsuraoce  from  Mr.  Donald  McKay  on  the  sloop  of  war  bailding  by  him  at 
li^ast  Boston. 

Very  respectfully, 

.  •  E.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Conmodore,  Commandant. 

Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Burtan  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D,  C*. 


Bureau  of  Construction, 

Afay  28,  1874. 

Sir  :  Herewith  please  find  sketch  showing^  position  of  passing^  and  coal  scuttles,  percus' 
sion-room,  and  location  of  door  to  eneine  in  steerage  bulkhead,  of  the  sloop  of  war  build* 
\ng  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Btirtau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


No.  122.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant* 8  Office,  June  2,  1874. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance  for  ^,700  each,  from  Mr. Donald 
McKay,  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  third  payment,  fl  3,365,  on  the  sloop  of  war  now  build- 
ing at  East  Boston. 

Very  respectftilly, 

ED;  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore,  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chi^  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D,C, 


Bureau  of  Consxruction,  &c., 

.  June  4,  1874. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  (No.  122.)  inclosing  bill  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay 
for  the  third  payment  on  sloop  of  war  building  by  him  under  contract  with  this  bureau  and 
policies  of  insurance  on  Uiat  vessel,  to  the  amount  of  fl  3,400,  is  received. 

You  will  observe  that  in  the  last  clause  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  McKay,  a  copy  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  ,you  January  7,  1874,  it  is  provided  that  the  contractor  **  shall  keep  the 
vessel  and  materials  insured  to  the  amount  which  may  be  paid,  *  *  *  tfaie  pol- 
icies to  be  made  payable  to  the  United  States." 

The  amount  of  the  payments  for  which  bills  have  been  approved  is  fully  covered  by  the 
policies  of  insurance  which  are  filed  in  the  bureau ;  but  as  the  policies  covering  the  aikiount 
of  the  first  payment  expired  on  the  11th  instant,  and  those  of  the  second  payment  on  the 
16th  proximo,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  order  that  the  vessel  may  be  kept  insured  to  the  full 
amount  paid,  and  the  interests  of  the  Government  be  fully  protected,  that  the  contractor 
shall  have  them  renewed  on  or  before  the  time  of  expiration,  or  liave  new  policies  made  in 
the  same  amounts. 

With  regard  to  later  expiring  policies,  the  same  rule  should  be  observed,  so  that  the  pol- 
icies in  force  shall  at  no  time  be  less  in  amount  than  the  total  of  payments  made  on  the  con- 
tract. 

Yon  will  please  have  Mn  McKay  informed  of  the  contents  of  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.  T.Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 
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Ko.  127.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  June  8,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  the  two  policies  of  insnrsnce  on  the  sloop  of  war  building^  at 
£&8t  Boston  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  as  called  fur  by  bareau*s  letter  or  the  4th  instant. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
*  Commodore^  Commandant. 

Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Bureau  op  Construction,  &c., 

June  19, 1874. 

Sir  :  Herewith  please  find  spar  and  sail  plan  of  the  new  sloop  of  war  building  under 
contract  with  Donald  McKay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols.  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


Kg.  151.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  June  8, 1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance  for  |6,700  each,  from  Mr.  Donald 
McKay,  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  fourth  payment,  $13,365,  on  the  sloop  of  war  building  by 
him  at  East  Boston. 

Very  xespeotfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodowe,  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N.^ 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ko.  159.]  United  States  Nafy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant* s  Office,  July  13,  1874.  ^ 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance  for  |6,700  each,  being  a  renewal  of  the 
second  installment  which  expires  July  16,  1874,  on  the  new  sloop  of  war  building  at  East 
Soston  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore,  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chiffof  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  184.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  August  11,1974. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  two  policies  of  insurance  for  $6,700  each  from  Mr.  Donald  Mc- 
Kay, to  cover  the  amount  of  the  fifth  payment  |]3,365  on  the  new  sloop  of  war  building 
by  him  at  East  Boston. 

Very  respectfully,  * 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore,  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  \kd  Repair, 

September  19, 1874. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  direct  that  such  castings,  both  composition  and  iron,  also  such  iron- 
iwork  as  may  be  required  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay  in  the  construction  of  the  sloop  of  war 
DOW  building  by  him  under  contract  with  this  bureau,  be  made  for  him  in  the  yard  under 
TOur  command ;  the  cost  thereof  to  be  charged  to  him,  and  report  of  same  made  to  the 
bureau  in  order  that  the  proper  deduction  may  be  made  in  settlement. 
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You  will  also  tnra  over  to  him  whatever  sheet-lead,  lead  pipe,  dec,  also  whatever  brass 
trimmings  may  be  required  about  the  hull  or  in  the  cabin  aud  ward-rooms  of  the  vessel,  and 
which  can  be  spared ;  report  of  the  cost  of  the  same  to  be  made  to  this  bureau  in  like  man> 
ner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  BurtaiL. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navff'Yardf  Boston. 


No.  234.  ]  United  States  Navv-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Qfiee,  October  5, 1874. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance  for  ^,700  each,  on  the  new  sloop  of 
war  building  by  Donald  McKay  at  East  Boston. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscon, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,   tTashingtonf  D,  C, 


No.  238.]  United  States  Navy- Yard.  Boston, 

ComtnandanVs  Office,  October  7,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance,  for  $6,700  each,  from  Mr.  Donald  Mc- 
Kay, being  a  renewal  of  the  fifth  installment,  which  expires  October  10,  1874,  on  the  new 
sloop  of  war  now  building  by  him,  under  contract,  at  East  Boston. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Comnuindant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  nf  Construction  and  Repair,  Uashington,  D.  C 


Navy  Department. 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  9,  1874. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  direct  the  assistant  naval  constructor  at  the  yard  under  your  com- 
mand to  take  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  vessel  now  building  by  Donald  McDay,  un- 
der contract  with  tnis  bureau. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1,  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  NiCHOLi<,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Naty-  Yard,  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  12,  1874. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Donald  McKay  informs  the  bureau  that  he  proposes  to  launch  the  new  sloop 
building,  under  contract  by  him,  ou  the  24th  instant,  and  has  applied  to  the  bureau  for  the 
loan  of  some  articles  to  assist  therein,  to  be  faithfully  returned  by  him. 

You  are  authorized,  in  your  discretion,  to  loan  him  suoh  articles  belonging  to  this  boreaa 
as  you  may  deem  necessary  and  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy^Yard,  Boston, 
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No.  248.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant'' s  Office^  October  14,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance,  for  $6,700  each,  from  Mr.  D.  McKav, 
being  the  third  renewal  of  the  second  installment,  which  expires  October  16,  1874,  on  the 
new  sloop  of  war  building  at  East  Boston,  Mass. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  B.  LUCE, 
Captain^  Commanding, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom.  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office, 

October  14,  1874. 

Captain  :  Herewith  please  find  inclosed  plan  of  shell-room  of  sloop  of  war  building  by 
Donald  McKay,  at  East  Boston,  showing  a  proposed  change  of  4  inches  to  accomm^late 
ene^neers. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  done. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  HANSCOM, 

A,  A.  N.  C. 

Captain  S.  B.  Luce,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naty- Yard f  Boston. 


No.  249.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  15,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  for  the  action  of  the  bureau,  a  communication  from  the  naval 
constructor,  with  plan,  showing  a  proposed  change  in  the  shell-room  of  the  new  sloop  of  war 
boildine  by  Mr.  D.  McKay. 
Very  respectfully, 

8.  B.  LUCE, 
Captain,  Commanding, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  16,  1874. 

Sir  :  For  the  purpose  of  completing  the  spars  and  boats  for  the  new  sloops  of  war  and 
for  stowing  the  timber  in  the  yard  under  your  command,  you  are  authorized  to  increase  the 
force  nnder  this  bureau  sufficiently  for  the  above  purchases. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Buremm, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston, 


Bevere  House, 

Boston,  October  26,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  send  a  tug  (Leyden)  to  Portsmouth  by  Thursday  morning  to  take  the 
new  sloop  to  the  yard  under  your  command.  The  vessel  will  be  ready  by  that  time  to  be 
brongbt  np. 

Very  truly, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chitf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  £.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant 

H,  Mis.  170,  pt  2 11 
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United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  October  28, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  been  directed  by  the  chief  constmctor  to  send  the  Leyden  to  your  yard  to 
assist  in  towing  the  new  sloop  to  this.  I  regret  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  the  nnser- 
viceable  condition  of  the  Leyden  it  will  be  impossible  to  comply  with  the  order.  Presnminff 
that  the  Speedwell  will  be  detailed  for  this  purpose,  I  would  suggest  that  in  case  you  feel 
authorizea  to  do  so,  the  departure  be  delayed  until  Saturday  or  Monday,  by  which  time  I 
hope  to  have  some  of  the  Marion's  machinery  ready  for  shipment. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

CornmandanL 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Portsmouth^  N.  H. 


No.  261.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  30,  1874. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  two  policies  of  insurance  for  $6,700  each  from  Mr.  Donald 
McKay,  being  the  insurance  of  the  seventh  installment  on  the  new  sloop  of  war  now  build- 
ing by  him  at  East  Boston. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore,  Commandant, 
Chief  Constmctor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  IVashington,  D.  C. 


No.  263.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  31,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  the  bureau  that  the  new  sloop  of  war,  No.  1,  arrived  at  this  yard 
this  morning  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in  tow  of  the  tug  Speedwell. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore,  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chiff  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  ^c,  Washington,  D,  C. 


No.  265.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  November  3,  1874. 

Sir  :  Naval  Constructor  Easby  has  prepared  certain  nlans  of  the  new  sloop  built  by  Mr- 
McKay,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Forbes,  of  Boston.    Mr.  Forbes  states  in  a  private  letter 
to  Mr.  Easbv  that  he  has  your  consent  to  his  being  furnished  with  these  plans. 
Does  the  bureau  authorize  them  td  be  delivered  i 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Consirictijn,  Washington. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Kepair, 

November  5,  1874. 

Sir  :  Keferring  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  (No.  265,)  the  bureau  has  no  objection  to 
the  plans  of  the  new  sloop  built  by  Mr.  McKay  being  furnished  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Forbes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Gomm  dore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  yaty-Yard,  Boston^  Mass 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  13, 1874. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  a  sketch  showini?  arrangement  of    water-closet,  bath-room, 

&c,  of  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  Donald  McKay,  which  yon  will  please  hand  to  Naval 

Constrnctor  Easby,  under  whose  supervision  that  vessel  will  be  constructed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston, 


I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Office  of  Atlantic  Works, 
East  Boston,  November  13,  1874. 

Sir  :  We  desire  to  dock  the  sloop  of  war  recently  launched  at  East  Boston  by  Donald 
McKay,  in  order  to  put  on  the  stern  work  and  propeller,  preparatory  to  puttini;  in  the  ma- 
chinery which  we  are  building,  and  would  respectfully  inquire  if  the  dry-dock  at  the  navy- 
yard  is  now  nnoccupied,  and  if  we  can  obtain  the  use  of  it  for  this  purpose.  We  shall  be 
ready  to  go  into  dock  next  week,  and  would  be  pleased  to  know  if  we  can  have  the  dock 
then. 

We  are  yours,  very  respectfully, 

ATLANTIC  WORKS, 
Per  A.  H.  F. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Charlestotcn,  Mass, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
CommandanVs  Office,  November  14,  1874. 

Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston  : 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1 3th  instant,  relative  to  dock- 
ing the  new  sloop  of  war,  and  in  reply  would  say  that  the  matter  has  been  referred  for  the 
action  of  the  Department,  in  accordance  with  regulations.    I  will  inform  you  as  soon  as  an 
answer  has  been  received. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  14,  1874. 

Sir  :  The  bureau  is  informed  that  the  Atlantic  Works  are  now  ready  to  put  on  the  stern 
works  and  propeller  of  the  sloop  of  war  building  under  contract  with  Donald  McKay,  and 
for  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  for  that  vessel  to  be  docked.  You  will  please  give  direc- 
tions accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  ®.  C,  November  20,1874, 
To  Commandant  Navy-Yard  : 

The  Department  authorizes  the  docking  of  the  sloop  of  war  launched  by  D.  McKay. 
The  expense  is  to  be  borne  by  the  Government. 

I.  HANSCOM., 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
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Ukited  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanCs  Office,  November  20,  1874. 
Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  Mass, : 

Eeferrine  to  your  letter  of  the  ]3tb  instant,  I  have  to  inform  joa  that  authorit j  has  been 
granted  to  dock  the  United  States  sloop  of  war,  building  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay.     Will  you 
please  notify  me  when  the  vessel  may  be  expected  at  this  yard  ? 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore,  Commandant. 


OFFICE  OF  Atlantic  Works, 
East  Boston,  November  23,  1874. 

Dear  Sir*.  Yours  of  the  20th  instaut,  requesting  us  to  notify  you  when  the  sloop,  build- 
ing by  Donald  McKay,  may  be  expected  at  the  yard,   is  at  hand.   In  reply  we  have  to  say 
that  we  expect  to  have  the  vessel  ready  to  dock  ou  Saturday,  the  2dth  instaut. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

ATLANTIC  WORKS, 
Per  A.  H.  F. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navff-  Yard,  Charlestown,  Mass. 


[Telegram.] 

Boston,  November  16,  1874. 
To  Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Bureau  of  Construction,  Washington  : 

Constructor  reports  only  money  enough  to  pay  permanent  force,  viz,  foremen,   shiph-  — 
keepers,  <&c.,  for  balance  of  month ;  ueeds  at  least  two  thousand  to  finish  St.  Mary's,  for  wor' 
on  the  monitors  sold  to  McKay,  finish  covering  live-oak,  and  docking  McKay's  ships 
All  working  force  will  be  suspended  to-night. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS, 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  November  19,  1874. 

Commodore  :  I  would  respectfully  state  that  a  slight  alteration  in  the  shell-room  of  MI~ 
M  cKay's  ship  is  desired  by  tne  engineers,  and  also  the  removal  to  another  position  of  t 
sea-cock  supplying  the  channel  and  force-pumps.    This  cock  is  now  just  where  they  desi 
to  place  a  filtenng-tank.    I  can  see  no  objection  to  these  alterations. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  United  States  Nary. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 


No.  273.]  United  States  N.wy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  November  20,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  for  the  action  of  the  bureau  copy  of  a  communication  from  Na- 
val Constructor  Easby  in  regard  to  slight  alterations  in  the  shelUroom,  sea-cock,  &,c.,  of  the 
sloop  of  war  building  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore,  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  ff'ashington,  D,  C, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Constrction  and  Repair, 

November  23,  1874. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  (No. 273,)  with  inclosure, relative  to  slight  altera- 
tions in  the  shell-room,  sea-cock,  &c.,of  the  sloop  building  by  Donald  McKay,  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  bureau  has  no  objections  to  the  alterations  being  made  as  recommended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 
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Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor' i  Office^  November  25^  1874. 

Commodore  :  I  respectfully  report  that  the  iosaraDce  on  the  third  and  sixth  installment 
on  the  new  sloop  of  war,  building  at  East  Boston,  under  contract  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  for 
the  United  States  Oovemment,  expires  on  December  2  and  5,  1674.  Mr.  McKay  is  absent 
in  Europe,  and  I  understand  has  left  no  instructions  with  any  person  for  the  renewal  of  the 
same. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  what  steps  shall  be  taken  in  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Coiutructor,  U.  S.  N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navjf'  Yard^  Boston, 


No. 277.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant^ s  Office j  November  25,  1874. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  bureau,  a  communication  from  Naval 
Constmctor  Easby,  relatine  to  the  insurance  on  the  new  slpop  of  war  building  nnder  con- 
tact with  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  McKay  has  g^one  to  Europe,  and  left  no  one  here  as  his 
representative.     Will  the  bureau  please  give  instructions  in  the  case  ?     This  vessel  will  be 
pUeed  in  the  dry-dock  on  Tuesday  next,  1st  proximo. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore^  Commandant, 
Chief  Constmctor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington^  D.  C, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  27,  1874. 

Sir*.  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  (No.  277,)  with  inclosure,  relative  to  renewing  the 
policy  of  insurance  on  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  Donald  McKay,  and  which  expires  on 
tbe  2d  proximo,  has  been  received. 

As  this  sloop  is  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  and  about  to  be  docked,  and  will  not 
be  remoTed  until  completed,  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  renew  the  policy  in  question. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant,  d:c. 


Office  op  Atlantic  Works, 
East  Boston,  December  14,  1874. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Atlantic  Works  respectfully  request  that  the  sloop  No.  1,  now  at  your 

yard,  for  which  thdy  are  building  the  boilers  and  machinery,  be  docked  for  the  purpose  of 

receiTing  her  stem-bearing,  propeller,  and  other  outboard  work  as  soon  after  the  one  now  in 

dock  is  taken  out  as  is  convenient  to  the  Department. 

All  tbe  machinery  is  ready  and  will  be  put  in  place  immediately  after  the  ship  is  In  the 
dock. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

ATLANTIC  WORKS, 
-,  Per  A.  E.  C. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  United  States  Nary'Yard,  Charhstown,  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

December  17,  1874. 

8» :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  (No.  289, )  new  sloop  No.  1  may  be  docked 
**?^''^  w  convenient,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  her  stern-bearing,  propeller,  and  other 
outboa^  works  from  the  Atlantic  Works,  as  requested. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

f,        ,  Chief  of  Bureau. 

tommodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandantj  d:e. 
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Navy  Department,  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair, 

December  10,  1874. 

Sir*.  RefeniDg  to  letters  of  January  31  and  September  19, 1874,  hy  which  ^ou  were  an- 
thorized  to  deliver  to  Donald  McKay  certain  materials  and  to  do  for  him  certain  work  per- 
taining to  the  sloop  of  war  building^  by  him  under  contract,  you  will  please  cause  a  state- 
ment of  the  account  against  Mr.  McKay  to  be  made,  and  forward  it  to  this  bureau. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  ^x. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Natal  Constructor  $  Office,  December  16,  1874. 

Commodore  :  In  compliance  with  the  order  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 
of  December  10,  1874,  I  forward  herewith  a  statement  of  the  indebtedness  of  Mr.  Donald 
McKay  to  the  United  States  Government  to  date,  for  material  and  labor  on  the  new  sloop  of 
war  building^  b^him  under  contract  at  East  Boston. 

We  are  sUll  iumishinfir  material  on  McKay's  reouisitions,  and  the  amount  which  may  be 
required  of  us  is  uncertain  ;  but  if  it  should  incluae  the  sheathing-copper  and  composition 
rudder,  post,  shoe,  and  quadrant,  the  cost,  in  addition  to  the  material  already  fomiahed  as 
per  statement,  will  be  not  less  than  l|15,000. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  LK  S.  N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols.  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston. 


No.  290.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  December  16,  1674. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  in  accordance  with  bureau  letter  ot  the  lOth  instant,  a  state- 
ment of  the  indebtedness  of  Mr.  Donald  McKay  to  the  Government  to  date,  for  material  and 
labor  on  the  new  sloop  of  war  building^  by  him  under  contract. 

The  naval  constructor  reports  that  he  is  still  furnishing  material  on  Mr.  McKay's  requisi- 
tions, and  the  amount  which  may  be  required  is   uncertain ;  but  if  it  should  include  the 
sheathing-copper  and  composition  rudder,  post,  shoe,  and  quadrant,  the  cost,  in  addition  to 
the  material  already  furnisned  as  per  statement,  will  be  not  less  than  $15,000. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore,  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.C, 


No.  296.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

•  CommandanVs  Office,  December  22,  1674. 

Sir:  Upon  application  of  the  Atlantic  Works  with  deposit  of  policies  of  insurance  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000,  I  have  permitted  the  removal  of  the  sloop  of  war,  building  by  Mr. 
Donald  McKay,  from  this  yard  to  their  wharf  at  East  Boston.  The  bureau's  approval  of 
this  transaction  is  requested. 

Inclosed  please  find  the  policies  of  insurance  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore,  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Nayy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  December  22,  1874. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeably  to  your  rec^ueat,  Ih^  sloo^  of  war  recently  launched  by  Mr.  Mc- 
-^^J^f  and  which  has  oeeu  in  dry-dock  at  lVi\a  yai^,  \a    ^«iVv^«i^^  VoXo  -^wit  ^Vax^iq  at  East 
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Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  completing;  her  machinerj,  &c.     It  is  to  be  understood  that  the 
Tesael  is  in  your  charge  and  care,  and  that  jou  will  take  all  proper  precautions  for  her  secu- 
rity and  freedom  from  chafing,  or  injury  of  any  kind. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commandant. 
Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  Mass, 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

December  24 ,  ]  874 . 

Sir  :  The  policies  of  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  on  the  sloop  of  war  removed  to 
the  Atlantic  Works  have  been  received,  and  your  action  therein  is  approved  by  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.Nichols,  U.  S.  A., 

Commandant,  8fc. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  7,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  capstans  for  the  wooden  sloops  will  be  made  in  the  New  York  yard,  and 
to  this  end  you  will  please  forward  to  the  commandant  of  that  yard  the  distance  from  the 
top  ot  the  capstan-bed  to  the  top  of  the  berth-deck  plank  of  the  Essex  and  the  sloop  built 
by  Donald  McKay. 

Very  respectfully, 

t  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  tjc. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  January  12,  1875. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  I  have  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  the  distances  from  the  top  of  the  capstan-bed  to  the  top  of  the  berth-deck  plank  of  the 
Bssez  and  tbe  sloop  built  by  Donald  McKay,  viz  :  Essex,  7  teet  2|  inches  ;  McKay,  sloop, 
7  feet  3f  inches. 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
*  Commodore,  Commandant. 

Vice-Admiral  T.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  New  York, 


United  Statks  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  January  12,  1876. 

Commodore:  In  obedience  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  7th  instant  I  would  respectfully 
report  that  the  distance  from  the  top  of  the  capstan-bed  to  the  top  of  the  berth-deck  plank 
of  the  Essex  will  be  7  feet  2|  inches,  and  between  the  same  points  on  McKay's  sloop  the 
distance  is  7  feet  ^  inches. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  15, 1675. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  sketch  showing  arrangement  for  tiller  worked  und^t  \.\va  ^mti- 
<»«ck,  which  hu  been  applied  to  the  new  iron  veaaela  ;  and  the  bureau  wo\i\d  ^xefei  \X.  %«k^ 
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plication  to  the  Essex  and  the  sloop  bailt  by  Donald  McKaj,  if  it  can  be  easily  and  econom- 
ically done. 

Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant t  jx. 


NAvy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  16, 1675. 

Sir  :  The  commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard  has  been  requested  to  forward  to  you  a 
statement  in  detail  of  the  cost  of  the  Essex  up  to  date,  so  that  her  cost  may  be  taken  up  and 
continued  in  reg^ilar  reports  from  the  yard  under  your  command,  preparatory  to  a  consoli- 
dated  report  thereof. 

Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chuf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Offieet  February  12,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  observe  by  the  building-directions  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  &.C.,  for 
the  vessel  contracted  fur  by  you,  that  spars  are  to  be  furnished  by  you.  A  note  in  pencil 
says,  "  spars  will  not  be  included  in  above,  per  order  of  chiefof  bureau  Julv  22.**  As  I  can 
find  nothing  on  the  records  of  this  office  to  this  effect,  will  yon  be  pleased  to  inform  me  if 
the  above  note  is  correct.  I  am  also  given  to  understand  that  the  requirement  in  regard  to 
quarter-galleries  has  been  revoked. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 

Commandant, 
Donald  McKay,  Esq., 

East  Boston, 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  19, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  relative  to  spars  for  the  new  sloop  bnilt  bj 
me  under  contract  with  the  Navy  Department,  I  have  to  say  that  it  was  a  distinct  under- 
standing with  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  before  the  bids  for  this 
sloop  were  received,  that  I  was  not  to  furnish  the  spars  ;  also,  that  the  original  plan  of  cabin 
was  changed,  and  one  without  the  quarter-  galleries  was  approved  by  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
Commodore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston^  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  12,  1675. 

Sir:  For  the  purpose  of  receiving  her  machinery,  you  are  authorized  to  permit  the  re- 
moval  of  the  Essex  from  the  navy-yard  to  the  Atlantic  Works  at  East  Boston,  unon  the  same 
terms  of  insurance  that  the  sloop  of  war  built  by  Donald  McKay  was  removea  to  that  es- 
tablishment under  your  letter  of  22d  December  ultimo,  No.  296. 
Very  respectfully, 

I,  HANSCOM, 
Chirfof  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant^  S^c, 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  17,  1875. 

Sir  :  Herewith  please  find  a  sketch  of  lower-jard  sling  and  gear-block  for  the  Essex  and 
new  sloop  built  by  Mr.  Donald  McKay. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant^  <fc. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  February  19,  1875. 
AT1.AKT1C  Works,  East  Boston,  Mass. :  > 

The  policies  of  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  on  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  at 
your  works  will  expire  on  the  21  st  instant.    I  have  to  request  that  you  will  have  them  re- 
newed before  that  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore,  Commandant, 


Office  of  Atlantic  Works, 

East  Boston,  February  20,  1875. 

Dear  Sir:    Yours  of  19th  instant  is  received.    The  insurance  is  already  renewed  and 
the  policies  will  be  received  and  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours,  very  truly,  • 

ATLANTIC  WORKS. 

A.  E.  C. 
E.  T.Nichols,  Esq., 

Commodore  and  Commandant  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Charlestown. 


Navy  Department, 
^  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  20,  1875. 
8iR  :  If,  after  examining  the  amounts  charged  agfainst  Donald  McKay  for  materials,  &c. , 
fiiTniahed  him,  you  are  satisfied  that  it  would  be  safe  to  allow  him  another  payment  on  ac- 
count of  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  him  under  contract,  you  are  authorized  to  have  made 
and  forwarded  to  the  bureau  for  approval  the  usual  bills  for  the  eighth  payment  thereon. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N. 

Commandant,  j-c. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  February  23,  1876. 

Sir  :  Id  order  that  I  may  comply  with  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  yon  will  be 
ple«aed  to  furnish  me  with  the  following  information,  viz :  contract-price  and  terms  of  pay* 
ment ;  how  many  payments  have  been  made  and  the  amounts  thereof;  how  much  remains 
to  be  paid;  including  reservations ;  what  amount  of  material  has  been  furnished  Mr.  McKay;- 
what  amount  will  probably  have  to  be  furnished  ;  what  work  generally  remains  to  be  done,. 
and  probable  cost  thereof. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore,  Commandant, 
Kaval  Constractor  J.  W.  Easby,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy' Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  February  ^,  l^S, 

Commodore  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Donald* 
McKay's  contract,  1  respectfnlly  report  that  the  contract-price  for  building  the  vessel  for  the- 
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Goverument  was  ^(48,500,  to  be  paid  in  ten  installmenta  of  114,850  each,  with  a  reservation 
of  at  least  ten  per  cent. 

There  has  been  eeven  payments  made,  amounting  to t^,555 

Amount  of  material  and  labor  furnished ^ 17,465 

Total 111.0^ 

Amount  remaining  to  be  paid,  including  reservation 37,480 

Amount  of  material  which  we  may  be  called  upon  to  furnish,  exclusive    of 
sheathing-copper,  will  probably  not  exceed ^ 

The  work  generally  remaining  to  be  done  is  as  follows,  viz  :  All  metallic  hatch-coAm- 
ings  and  canopies ;  mast-rails  and  stanchions ;  rails,  chains,  and  stanchions  on  poop  and 
forecastle  decks  ;  capstan  to  fit ;  joiner's  work  to  finish ;  pumps  and  water-closets,  &c.  to 
^nish ;  chocks  and  score-chocks  to  fit  and  finish  ;  stanchions  in  fire  and  engine  rooms  to 
put  up ;  passing-scuttles  and  coal-scattles  to  fit ;  compressor  to  fit ;  awning-stanchions  to 
make ;  ventilatine-pipes  and  steering-wheel  to  be  supplied ;  all  plumbing  In  magazine  and 
shell-room  to  be  done;  galley-platrorm  to  be  leaded;  bread  and  sail  rooms  to  finish;  the 
ship  to  be  docked  and  coppered ;  all  spars  to  be  made ;  quarter-galleries  to  be  pnt  on :  rnd- 
4er,  post,  shoe,  and  steering-gear  to  fit  and  finish,  and  all  painting-work  to  be  completed. 

The  cost  of  the  work  remaining  to  be  done,  exclusive  of  spars  and  quarter- 
galleries,  will  probably  be $'21,000 

Spars  and  quarter-galleries,  will  probably  cost 9*^ 

30,000 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  ^• 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  N  chols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commadant  Xavy-  Yardy  Boston, 


No.  44.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office,  March  1,1?J75. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo  in  reeard  to  the  safety  <'' 
allowing  Mr.  MoKay  another  payment  on  his  contract  for  the  sloop  of  war  being  boilt  bv 
him.  Waiting  for  information  in  regard  to  spars  and  quarter-galleries  has  been  the  cause oi 
4elay  in  replying.  , 

I  find  by  an  examination  of  the  contract  that  Mr.  McKay  is  to  receive  the  grofs  sum  o 
^148,500,  in  ten  installments  of  |14,d50  each,  minus  a  reservation  of  10  per  cent.  "^^^^^  v^ 
leave  for  \he  final  payment,  including  reservation,  $'28,215.  Upon  an  examination  of  tv 
■accounts,  it  is  found  that  Mr.  McKay  has  received  seven  payments,  amounting  to  $93,555,  ^ 
of  material  and  labor  furnished  $17,465,  making  a  total  of  $111,020,  and  leaving  a  >>ai 
■ance  due,  including  reservation,  of  $37,480.  _! 

According  to  the  report  of  the  naval  constructor,  the  work  remaining  to  be  done  b;f  f; 
McKay,  including  docKing  and  coppering,  rudder,  post,  and  shoe,  and  cost  of  materia 
the  same,  will  prooably  amount  to,  say,  $21,000.  . 

Now,  counting  $13,365  as  a  payment,  and  deducting  it  from  the  amount  of  materia^  ^ 
nished,  viz,  $17,465,  Mr.  McKay  will  have  received  the  eighth  installment,  leaving  »  ^ 
-ance  against  him  of  $4,100.  According  to  the  terms  of  toe  contract,  and  if  the  bure^^ 
satisfied  of  Mr.  McKay's  ability  to  complete  the  vessel  for  the  sum  of  the  tenth  payment  ' 
gross  reservation,  he  is  entitled  to  the  sum  of  $9,465,  as  the  cash  portion  of  the  ninth  vo^ 
juent,  and  to  no  more  until  the  vessel  is  accepted  completed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
»       Commodore  and  Commanda^ 

Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom.  U.  S.  N., 

Chiffof  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair^  ff'ashington. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  24, 1875. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Department,  the  wooden  sloop  built  under  contract  with  Dota 
31  cKay  will  be  called  Adams. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bmrt4t, 

Commodore  £.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.N., 

Commandant,  <fc. 
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No. 39.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  February  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  copy  of  the  correspondeDce  between  Mr.  Donald  McKay  and 
mjself  in  regard  to  the  quarter* galleries  and  spars  for  the  new  sloop  under  his  contract  with 
the  OoTeroment. 

As  there  is  nothing  on  61e  in  this  office,  authorizing  any  changes  from  the  copy  of  con- 
tract furnished  for  our  guidance,  the  matter  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constmctor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair^  Washington^  D,  C. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  2.5,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  (No.  39,)  with  inclosures,  relative  to  the 
spars,  &u.,  for  the  sloop  bnilt  under  contract  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  it  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  original  advertisement  for  this  vessel  that  the  contractor  should  furnish  either  the 
span  or  boats,  and  the  building  instructions  which  accompanied  the  contract  were  intended 
to  refer  to  the  huU  only,  so  far  as  the  contractor  was  concerned.  Consequently,  Mr.  McKay 
will  not  be  required  to  furnish  either  the  spars  or  boats. 

With  regard  to  the  quarter-galleries,  as  these  were  to  be  omitted  in  sister  ships  then 
under  construction,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  dispense  with  them  in  Mr.  McKay's  vessel, 
which  he  was  directed  to  do,  making  some  slight  changes  in  the  cabin  consequent  thereon. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chitfof  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  dbc. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  I,  IS75, 

8<R:  Referring  to  the  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  sloop  of  war  Adams,  building 
by  Donald  McKay  under  contract,  the  corners  of'the  iron  hatches  were  to  be  of  angle-iron. 
It  is  deemed  advisable  to  have  these  corners  of  composition,  as  in  the  sister  ships,  which  cor- 
ners will  be  furnished  by  the  Government,  the  contractor  allowing  the  cost  of^iron  corners, 
provided  the  work  is  equal  in  both  cases. 

The  afier-hatch,  also,  which  by  the  plans  and  specifications  is  to  be  of  wood,  will  be  of 
composition,  the  plates  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant f  S^c. 


^0. 43.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  March  1,  1875. 

Sui:  I  forward  herewith  policies  of  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  upon  the  United 
States  sloop  Adams,  at  the  Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  receiving  her  machinery. 
Very  respectfully, 

/  ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  tj.  8.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  4,  1875. 

?•  ^ferring  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  (No.  44)  relative  to  sloop  of  war  building 
by  Donald  McKay,  the  bureau  has  this  day  approved  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  contractor  named 
ior  payment  on  account  of  his  contract,  amounting  to  |12,000. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM. 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  ^'c. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  13, 1875. 

Sir:  The  bureau  is  in  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  the  12th  instant  stating  that  **Thiers' 
ventilator  alarm  and  bilge-pump  on  board  the  Adams  is  about  eight-tenths  completed,"  an 
a  bill  has  this  day  been  approved  for  $1,600  on  account  therefor  as  the  proportionate  parto 
the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  machine  when  completed. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodoi*eE.  T.  Nichols,  N.  S.N., 

Commandant^  Sfc^ 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office ^  March  12,  1B75. 

Commodore  :  In  answer  to  telegram  from  the  bureau,  in  relation  to  the  completion  • 
Thiers's  ventilators  and  bilge-pump  on  board  the  Adams,  I  would  respectfully  report  th 
they  have  been  put  on  board,  and  the  work  on  them  over  eight-tenths  completed. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Natal  Constructor,  LK  S.  JV. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy' Yard,  Boston,  Mass.  * 


[Telegram.] 


Boston,  March  12,  1875- 

Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Constrwtion  and  Repair : 

Thiers*8  bilge-pump  and  ventilators  have  been  put  on  board  the  Adams  and  are  about  eigbt- 
tenths  completed. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 


[Telegram] 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  11,18—. 

To  Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

Charlestoicn,  Mass. : 

Has  Thiers's  ventilator  and  bilge-pump  been  satisfactorily  erected  on  board  the  Adams  ? 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

April  5, 1875. 

Sir  :  A  board,  consisting  of  Naval  Constructors  Hartt,  Easby,  and  Femald,  has  been  in- 
structed to  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  estimating  th*e  cost  of  completing  and  fitting  for 
sea  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Adams,  (labor  only,)  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  this  bu- 
reau, and  not  covered  by  the  contract  of  Donald  McKay ;  also,  as  to  the  cost  of  completing 
the  United  States  steamer  Essex  and  fitting  her  for  sea  in  all  matters  under  this  bureau. 

You  will  please  allow  the  board  the  necessary  facilities  for  making  this  examination. 
When  its  labors  are  completed  the  report  thereon  should  be  forwarded  to  the  bureau  through 
you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant,  Sfc. 
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[Telegram. J 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  10,  1875. 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston  : 

Naval  Constructor  Mintonye  will  report  to  jou  as  a  member  of  the  boarvl  to  examine  the 
and  Essex. 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Natal  Constructor's  Office^  April  13, 1875. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  reports  of  the  board  of  naval  constructors  in  reference  to  the 
cost  of  completing  and  fitting^  for  sea  the  United  States  steamers  Adams  and  Essex.' 

I  bare  to  request  that  they  be  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair. 

Very  respectfully, 

EDWARD  HARTT, 
Natal  Constructor^  V.  S.  iV.,  Senior  Member  of  Board, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Naty-Yardy  Boston. 


Copy  of  memorandum  report  of  board  of  constructors. 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Natal  Constructor's  Office^  April  12,  1875. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  2,  1875,  we  convened  as  a  board  at  the  navy- 
yard,  Boston,  and  have  estimated  the  cost  of  completing  the  United  States  steamer  Adam?, 
corering  labor  only  for  outfits,  stores,  masts,  spars,  &c.,  comprising  all  work  coming  under 
coDstrnction  and  repair  to  fit  said  vessel  for  sea  and  not  covered  by  the  contract  and  specifi- 
cations of  Donald  McKay  to  build  said  vessel,  and  have  to  report  as  follows  : 

Cost  of  labor  for  outfits,  including  miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c $15, 275  00 

^ts  and  spars,  including  boat-spars 6, 450  00 

SeTen  boats,  including  steam-cutter 4,800  00 

Blocks,  including  sheaving-bitts,  chocks,  &c 4.000  00 

i»nk8 400  00 

Cwks 300  00 

twniture 2,000  00 

33,225  00 


Copy  of  report  of  board  of  constructors. 

United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Offic^,  April  13,  1876. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  3,  1875,  wo  have  examined  and  estimated 
the  eoflt  of  completing  the  United  States  steamer  Essex  and  fitting  her  for  sea  in  all  matters 
coming  under  tne  cog^zance  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  and  have  to  report 
M  follows : 

Cost  of  labor  to  complete  the  hull  and  outfits,  including  miscellaneous  labor 

forontfits : $42,095  00 

M*«ts  and  spars,  including  boat-spars t),000  00 

To  complete  boats,  including  steam-cutter 3,500  00 

Blocks,  including  sheaving-bitts,  chocks,  &c 4,000  00 

Tanks , 400  00 

Casks ,.  300  00 

To  complete  furniture 1,500  00 

57,795  00 
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Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

AprU  26,  1S75. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  sail  and  spar  plan  of  the  Essex  by  which  Mr.  D.  McKay  wilE 
be  gnided  in  his  work  on  that  ship,  nnaer  tne  arranfifement  entered  into  by  him  on  the  17tlB 
instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you  on  the  24th  instant  without  letter  of  advice  ^ 
which  please  find  herewith. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  Navy,  far  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Comntandant,  i^c. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Cammandant's  Offlct,  April  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  A(i:reeably  to  your  request,  the  United  States  steamer  Adams  will  be  brought  to  th 
yard  on  Thursday  next. 

I  am  also  authorized  to  send  the  Essex  to  your  works  to  receive  her  machinerv  upon  tkz 
same  terms  of  insurance  that  the  Adams  was  removed  ;  and  as  requested  by  you,  the  vess^  « 
will  be  sent  on  the  19th  instant,  provided  the  terms  referred  to  above  are  complied  with. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Mr.  Nelson  Curtis, 

Agtnt  of  Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  Ma»8. 


No.  84.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office^  AprU  29, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  heg  to  acknowledfre  the  recept  of  bureau's  letter  of  27th  instant,  forwarding- copy 
of  agreement  with  Donald  McKay  for  completing  United  States  vessels  Adams  and  fssex. 
Said  agreement,  dated  April  17,  refers  to  two  propositions  of  the  12th  instant  '*  as  this  dav  ver* 
bally  modified  by  vou."  The  closing  paragraph  of  this  agreement  calls  on  Mr.  McKay  to 
signify  in  writing  his  acceptance  of  the  bureau's  proposition,  &jc,  I  have  no  information 
tlmt  Mr.  McKay  has  done  so.  Not  being  aware  of  the  nature  of  Mr.  McKay's  two  propose 
tions,  or  their  verbal  amendment,  I  respectfully  ask  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  entire  agreement  or  contract  with  Mr.  McKav,  in  order  that  the  superintending  naval 
constructor  may  be  able  to  intelligently  perform  bis  duty  in  the  matter. 

I  observe  that  in  the  arrangements  for  payments  to  Mr.  McKay  the  certificate  of  the  super- 
intending naval  constructor  only  is  required  on  the  bills.    Am  I  to  understand  that  this 
dispenses  with  the  approval  of  the  commandant  to  said  bills  t 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chiff  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Copy  of  agreement  furnished  committee  when  in  Boston.) 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Afajf  1.1875. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  (No.  84,)  relative  to  work  on  the  Adams  and  Essex. 
has  been  received.  The  agreement  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay  for  this  work,  under  date  of 
17th  ultimo,  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  you,  is  complete  in  itself,  and  embraces  all 
the  work  which  is  to  be  done  by  him  on  those  vessels,  and  he  has  signified  his  acceptance  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  agreement. 

Unless  otherwise  instructed,  the  naval  constructor  of  the  yard  under  your  command  will 
superintend  this  work  and  will  certify  to  the  bills  as  the  work  progresses ;  but  these  bills  will 
also  require  your  approval. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.*M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  Bure<iu, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  S^c. 
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No.  91.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  May  11, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  the  policies  of  insurance  on  the  United  States  sloop  Essex,  re- 
toTDed  to  this  office  in  bnreairs  letter  of  the  4th  instant. 
Tbe  name  of  the  vessel  has  been  inserted  in  each  of  the  policies. 
Very  respectfullv, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair ^  Washington^  D.  C, 


Office  of  Atlantic  Works, 

East  Boston,  May  10,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  herewith  deliver  to  jou  policies  of  insurance  on  sloop  Essex  for  $100,000, 
altered  as  requested  in  yours  of  6th  instant. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

ATLANTIC  WORKS. 
A.  E.  C. 
Commodore  E.T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  at  Savy-Yardy  Charlestowji,    . 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  May  6,  1875. 

Sir*.  iDclosed  herewith  please  find  policies  of  insurance  amounting  to  $100,000,  which  are 
retoraed  for  the  insertion  of  the  name  of  the  vessel,  Essex,  to  which  they  apply ;  after 
which  please  return  them  to  this  office. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  date  of  expiration  of  these  policies — 21st  instant — and  you 
are  requested  to  have  them  renewed  by  that  time. 
Very  respectfully. 


Mr.  Nelson  Curtis, 

Agent  Atlantic  IVorks,  Boston, 


ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 


[Telegram.] 


Boston,  May  3,  1875. 


To  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction, 

Washington  D,C, : 

To-morrow  the  Adams  will  come  to  the  yard,  and  the  Essex  be  sent  to  Atlantic  Works. 

Pl^ftse  return  the  policies  of  insurance  forwarded  to  bureau  on  1st  of  last  March,,  for  altera- 
tioo. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 


[Tc'legram.J 

Boston,  May  6,  1875. 

Hon.  George  M.  Robeson, 

Suretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  :  • 

^'  McKay's  men  are  working  ten  hours  in  the  yard  on  the  Adams  and  Essex.  The 
^jSt'^^ent  with  him  requires  us  to  furnish  him  the  facilities  of  shops,  tools,  &c,  Thisneces- 
jntates  bringing  in  some  of  pur  yard-force  before,  and  keeping  them  after  the  regular  eight 
hoars,  involving  an  expense  for  extra  time. 

Instructions  are  requested. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  12, 1875. 

8'R :  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  the  6th  instant  to  the  Department,  relative  to  working 
extra  time  on  the  Adams  and  Essex,  you  are  authorized  to  employ  engineers  and  firemen  to 
ran  the  tools  extra  hours  at  the  same  rate  of  pay  per  hour  as  they  receive  for  eight  hours. 
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It  is  thought  that  all  deliveries  from  store-hoases,  &c.,  can  be  made  during  the  regular 
hours  ;  but,  should  the  contractor  choose  to  paj  men  other  than  those  above  specifiea,  for 
extra  time,  the  bureau  has  no  objection,  doing  the  whole  thing  as  economically  as  possible. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON,  • 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  BuruM, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant^  d'C. 


United  States  Navv-Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  OfficCf  May  15, 1875. 
Commodore  :  On  the  cross-section  of  the  ships  Adams  and  Essex,  there  is  represented 
an  air-passage.    To  form  this  air-passage  a  fore-and-afl  iron  bulkhead  must  necessarily  be 
erecteo.    This  bulkhead  is  not  mentioned  in  the  specifications,  and  therefore  the  contnctot 
declines  erecting  it ;  and,  as  it  forms  one  side  of  the  coal-bunker,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it 
pertains  to  steam-engineering  or  construction.    I  respectfully  ask  the  decision  of  the  bureau 
on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  Jf' 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Navy-Yard^  Boston. 


No.  96.]  United  States  Navv-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  May  ]7,  1675* 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  for  the  action  of  the  bureau,  copv  of  a  communication fromtti« 
naval  constructor,  relative  to  certain  work  on  the  Adams  and  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  CommaHdMt^ 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N,, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair^  Washington,  D.  C, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  24,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  (No.  96,)  the  air-passage  bulkheads ii^ 
the  coal-bunkers  of  tne  Adams  and  Essex  will,  for  the  present,  be  omitted. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  Chief  of  Buruu, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandantf  dec. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  May  21,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  a^ain  to  remind  you  that  the  policies  of  insurance  on  the  United  States 
sloop  Essex,  receiving  machinery  at  your  works,  expire  to-day. 

Will  you  please  furnish  new  policies  to  be  forwarded  to  Washington  hy  this  evening*! 
mail? 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Nelson  Curtis,  Esq., 

Secretary  Atlantic  JTorlSt  J^^'l  Boston^  Mass, 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor* 8  Office^  May  28,  J 875. 

Commodore  :  Inclosed  please  find  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
RejM^r,  twenty-one  policies  of  insurance,  for  $100,000,  on  the  United  States  sloop  Essex, 
DOW  Ijing  at  the  wharf  of  the  Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  and  expiring  on  the  following 
dates,  Tiz : 

One  policy  expires  June  21,  1875,  for $15,000 

One  policy  expires  June  22, 1875,  for 10,000 

Five  policies  expire  August  27,  1875,  for , 22, 500 

Four  policies  expire  November  10,  1875,  for 10,000 

One  policy  expires  November  19,  1875,  for 2,500 

Nine  policies  expire  January  21,  1876,  for 40,000 

$100, 000 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  V.  S.  N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 


Navy  Department. 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  27,  1675. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  sketch  of  the  sail  and  spar  plan  of  the  boats  for  the  Adams  and 

class: 

Dimensions  of  boats. 


Launch 

Fint  cutter. 
Second  cutter 
Whale-boat . 
Gig 

DiAghy 


Length  between 

Beam,  ex- 

Depth in- 

Width of  stem 

rabbets. 

treme. 

side. 

to  beam. 

Ft, 

ft,  in. 

Ft,   in. 

30 

8     4 

3       8 

*    8° 

27 

7 

2       8 

?    8o 

25 

6     4 

2       4 

i  8^ 

27 

6 

2       4 

lOO 

26 

5     4 

2 

4  lOO 

18 

4     9 

1     10 

f    8o 

The  subject  of  allowing  a  steam -cutter  for  this  class  will  be  duly  considered. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant,  ^c. 


No.  98.]  United  State.s  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant^s  Office,  May  21,  1675. 

SiR:  I  beg  to  be  informed  by  the  bureau  whether  Mr.  McKay,  under  his  agreement  to 
complete  the  Adams  and  Essex,  is  to  be  furnished  with  material  to  be  taken  from  the  yard. 
I  mike  this  inquiry  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  McKay  is  calling  for  all  kinds  of  materials 
i^^^^^BMry  to  be  used,  even  coal  for  forges  and  oil  for  mechanical  purposes,  all  of  which 
m&terial  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  yard,  and  over  which  we  can  exercise  no  supervision  or 
cootrol  after  it  is  once  out.  The  clause  in  the  agreement  giving  to  Mr.  McKay  the  necessary 
facilities  of  the  Boston  yard,  would  seem  to  imply  that  the  work  was  to  be  done  within  the 
limits  of  the  yard.  If  I  am  wrone  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  be  corrected. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 

• 

Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U  .  S.  N., 

Ch  ef  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington, 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 21 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

J^ayHA,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  ktter  of  the  21st  iDstant  (No.  98)  relative  to  Mr.  McKay's  reqnest 
for  materials  for  the  Adams  and  Essex,  you  will  please  direct  that  only  such  material  as 
enters  into  the  construction  of  these  vessels  be  taken  from  the  yard. 

When  the  work  is  beifig  done  at  the  yard,  coal  for  forges  and  oil  for  lubricating  and  light- 
ing purposes  will  be  furnished  by  the  Government. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  Bureaw. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant^  8fc. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

June  JO,  1875. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  the  question  of  furni:)hing  materials,  tools,  and  facilities  to  Mr.  Donald 
McKay  required  in  his  agreement  to  complete  the  United  States  sloops  Adams  and  Essex, 
.you  will  please  deliver  such  articles,  tools,  &c.,  as  are  well  known  to  be  required  to  do  the 
work  called  for  on  the  vessels  when  not  at  the  navy-yard,  keeping  an  accurate  account  of, 
and  charging  all  the  materials  used  to  the  ship,  and  the  tools,  &c.,  to  Mr.  McKay,  taking  a 
receipt  for  their  return,  with  the  value  of  the  same,  and  a  statement  from  said  McKay  that 
if  the  tools  are  not  returned  the  amount  shall  be  deducted  from  the  last  payment  which  will  be 
due  when  the  vessels  are  completed.  Mr.  McKay  will  have  the  privilege  of  pursuing  the 
work  required  by  his  agreement  on  these  vessels  while  they  are  at  East  Boston  receiving 
their  machinery,  and  also  to  do  such  portion  of  the  work  at  East  Boston  as  is  necessary  to 
advance  the  work  after  the  vessels  are  returned  to  the  yard. 

Please  furnish  Mr.  McKay  a  copy  of  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.   HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.T.  Nichols,  V.  5.  iV.,  Commandant^  jc. 


Office  of  Atlantic  Works, 

Eatt  Boston,  June  18, 1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  Allow  us  herewith  to  notify  vou  that  we  shall  have  no  further  need  for  the 
hull  of  the  Essex  to  remain  at  our  wharf  after  Monday  the  21st  at  noon,  and  although  a 
portion  of  her  insurance  expires  on  Tuesday  at  noon,  we  shall  not  expect  to  renew  the  same. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

ATLANTIC  WORKS. 
Per  A.  H.   F. 
E.T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Charltstoten, 


No.  115.]  *  United  States  Navv- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  June  22,  1875. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.N., 

Bureau  of  Construction,  JVashinf^ton,  D,  C: 

Sir  :  The  Atlantic  Works,  having  no  further  use  for  the  Essex  at  East  Boston,  the  vesset 
has  been  brought  to  this  yard.    Will  the  bureau  please  return  the  policies  of  insurance  the 
they  may  be  mwarded  to  the  insurers  f 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.   NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  July  24,  1875. 

Commodore  :  I  forward  herewith  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Re- 
pair, triplicate  bills  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  being  the  first  iustallment  on  the  United  States 
steamer  Essex,  as  per  contract,  dated  April  17, 1675. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  i\  S,    N. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  IT.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston, 
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No.  138.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanV 8  Office^  July  ^,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  for  approval  by  the  bureau,  bill  in  favor  of  Mr.  Donald  McKay* 
for  $5,000.  bein^  the  first  payment  on  the  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  t  Washington^  D,   C. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office^  August  4,  1875. 

Commodore  .  As  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  contractor  for  the  completion  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Essex,  has  requested  that  unfinished  furniture  belonging  to  that  ship,  and  also  the 
patterns  by  which  the  cat-heads  of  the  Enterprise  were  cast,  be  furnished  to  him,  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  application  be  made  to  the  commandant  of  the  Kittery  navy-yard 
to  forward  them  to  this  place  on  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.W.  EA8BY, 
Naval  Constructory  United  States  Navy, 

Commodore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Saty-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


[No.  147.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  August  b,  1&I6. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  the  action  of  the  bureau,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Naval  Con- 
structor Easby  in  regard  to  articles  received  from  the  Portsmouth  yard,  by  Mr.  McKay,  for 
the  completion  of  the  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 

Chief  Constructor  L  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chi^f  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

August  9,  1875. 

Sir*.  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  (No.  147,)  with  inclosure  from  the  naval 
ooDstructor,  relative  to  the  furniture  belonging  to  the  Essex,  inclosed  please  find  copy  of  a 
letter  to  the  commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard,  ^of  29th  January,  ultimo,  who 
has  this  day  been  rec^uested  also  to  send  to  the  yard  under  your  command  the  patterns  by 
^bich  the  cat-heads  ot  the  Enterprise  were  cast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.^S.  N.  , 

Commandant  Navy'  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


Navy  DepartaMent, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  26,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  (No.  21, )  with  inclosure  from  the  naval  con" 
A  ^?^''  '®^*'*^®  *°  unfinished  boats  and  furniture  for  the  Essex,  it  is  considered  best  tba* 
^  boats  and  furniture  be  finished  at  the  yard  under  vour  command  and  sent  to  Boston  for 
tnat  ihip  and  the  commandant  of  that  yard  informed  of  the  additional  cost,  which  you  will 
please  have  done  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Conmodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N,  B. 
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Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Commandant^ s  Office^  August  6,  1875. 

Sir  :  Complaint  has  been  made  to  me  that  outside  workmen  are  in  the  habit  of  wander- 
ing about  the  yard  after  our  evening  bell  ring^.  Whether  any  such  are  in  your  employ  or  not, 
I  cannot  say,  but  I  take  this  occasion  respectfully  to  notify  you  that  I  have  given  orders 
that  any  workman  found  in  a  part  of  the  yard  to  which  his  work  does  not  legitimately  call 
him,  shall  be  immediately  turned  out  and  not  again  permitted  to  come  in. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Donald  McKay,  Esq.,  East  Boston, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor'' s  Office^  Auigust  26,  1875. 

Commodore  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair,  triplicate  bills  for  Donald  McKay,  being  the  second  installment  on  the  United  States 
steamer  Essex,  as  per  contract,  dated  April  17,  1 875. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor^  VnUed  States  Navy, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston^  Mass, 


No.  159.  ]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  August  26,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  bills  in  triplicate  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay  for  $5,000,  being 
the  second  payment  on  account  on  the  United  States  ship  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair ^  Washington^  D,  C, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor'' s  Office  ^  September  13,  1875. 

Commodore  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair,  triplicate  bills  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  being  the  first  installment  on  the  United 
States  ship  Adams,  as  per  contract,  dated  April  17,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  ConstruUor,  U,  S,  N, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston,  Mass. 


No.  174^.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  September  14,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  bills  in  triplicate  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay  for  $5,000,  being 
llie  first  payment  on  account  in  completing  the  United  States  ship  Adams ;  also  constructor's 
report  of  articles  inspected  for  the  month  of  August,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair ^  Washington,  D.  C. 


BOSTON   NAVY-YARD.  325 

United  States  Navy-Yard.  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor* suffice,  September  21,  1875. 

Commodore  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair,  tripiicate  bills  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  beinf^  the  third  installment  on  the  United 
States  ship  Essex,  as  per  contract,  dated  April  17,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  HANSCOM, 
Assistant  Naval  Constructor^  U,  S,  N, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston^  Mass, 


No.  183.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  September  21,  1875. 

8rR:  I  forward  herewith  bills  in  triplicate  in  favor  of  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  being  third  pay- 
ment on  account  of  coDipleting  the  United  States  ship  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C, 


[TelegT*vm.  j 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1875. 
To  Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

Charlestown,  Mass,: 

Work  should  progress  on  Vandalia,  Adams,  and  Essex.   How  much  money  required  for 
October? 

I.   HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  October  6,  1875. 

Commodore  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Be- 
Pftir,  triplicate  bills  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  of  $5,000,  being  the  second  installment  on  the 
iJnited  States  steamer  Adams,  as  per  contract,  dated  April  17,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
•    Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  N. 
Commodore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


No- 192.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  7,  1875. 

Sift:  I  forward   herewith  bills  in  triplicate,  ^in 'favor  of  Donald  McKay,  being  second 
payment  on  account  for  completing  the  United  States  steamer  Adams. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D,C, 


fTelegraxD.l 

Boston,  October  12,  1875. 
To  Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  Washington  : 

Lower  masts  of  Adams  and  Essex  are  in  place.  Equipment  is  ready  to  commence  rigging 
wmer.  McKay  objects  to  putting  tops  on.  This,  I  believe,  is  properly  construction 
work.  The  Bureau's  decision  is  asked. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 
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(Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1*2,  1875. 

T*  COMMAXDANT  NaVY-YaRD 

Ckarltstown^  Masf, : 

Codstmction  will  put  the  tops  od.     When  will  the  Adams  be  ready  for  ber  crew  T 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chiff  of  Bureau, 


"Telegram. ) 

Boston,   October  14,  1875. 
To  Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction^  Ac^  Washington  : 
1»«(^in  of  twelfth,  asking  when  Adams  will  be  ready  for  crew,  received.     McKay  can 
^T«  no  de6nite  answer,  and  will  fix  no  time.     Equipment  says  about  six  weeks.      Should 
i«^T  UxWj  that  time  in  construction  department,  but  of  course  cannot  answer  definitely  with- 
out information  from  contractor. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructors  Office,  October  14,  1675. 

Commodore  :  We  are  in  want  of  a  patent  for  the  frame  and  co'wr  for  the  ventilator  for- 
ward of  the  fire-room  hatch  on  gun-deck  of  the  United  States  steamer  Essex.  Plan  calls  for 
^  inches  in  diameter.  I  learn  such  a  pattern  is  in  the  Portsmouth,  N.  U.,  navy-yard,  and  I 
respectfully  request  that  it  be  forwarded  to  this  yard  by  the  Tallapoosa ;  also,  pattern  for 
composition  coaming  for  light-box  to  magazine. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJ.  H.  SAMSON, 
Foreman  of  Shipwrights  in  Charge. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston^  Mass, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant^ s  Office^  October  21  ^  1875. 

Sir  :  We  are  in  want  of  a  pattern  for  cat-heads  for  the  United  States  steamer  Essex.  I 
am  informed  that  such  a  pattern  is  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  and  was  used  for  the 
United  States  steamer  Enterprise. 

If  not  needed  at  your  station,  may  I  request  that  you  will  forward  it  to  this  yard  by  ex- 
press. The  patterns  telegraphed  for  a  few  days  since  are  not  in  accordance  with  plans  of 
Adams  and  Essex,  and  will  not  be  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Commodore  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.N., 

Commandant  Navff-Yardf  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 


[Telegram.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  22, 1875. 

To  Commandant  Navy-Yard  : 

Lead  mainstays  of  Adams  and  Essex  midships,  if  possible.     Hurry  work  on  Vandalia. 

L  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 


No.  101.  ]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  25,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  lay  before  the  Department  the  inclosed  correspond* 
ence  between  Mr.  Donald  McKay  and  mvself,  in  which  Mr.  McKay  distinctly  charges  me 
with  delaying  the  Government  work  in  his  hands  and  causing  him  pecuniary  loss,  and 
evades  my  request  to  make  his  accusation  specific  by  citing  an  order  never  issued  as  evi- 
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deaoe  that  it  is  not  the  proper  time  to  ^ve  roe  an  answer.     I  have  never  seen  Mr.  McKay 
oficlallj  since  the  agreement  was  made  with  him  to  complete  the  Adams  and  Essex,  and  he 
has  never  preferred  a  complaint  in  person  or  writing  against  any  of  the  rulings,  decisions, 
or  orders,  made,  or,  in  his  imagination  supposed  to  have  been  made  bv  me.    Mr.  McKay 
seems  to  seize  this  apparently  favorable  opportunitv  to  prefer  his  baseless  accusations  in 
the  absence  of   tlie  naval  constructor  specially  autnorized  to  superintend  his  work,  the 
absence  of  the  assistant  constfnctor  from  illness,  and  the  fact  that  the  foreman  of  ship- 
wrights, who  knows  comparatively  little  of  what  Mr.  McKay  has  been  doing,  or  what  points 
have  been  raised  between  Mr.  McKav  and  the  constructor,  is  now  the  superintendent  of  the 
wprk.    Mr.  Sampson,  the  foreman  alluded  to,  is  a  very  excellent  and  competent  man  in  his 
poeitioD,  but,  unaer  the  circumstances,  I  do  not  consider  him  a  proper  person  to  perform  the 
important  duty  imposed  upon  him.  The  absence  of  Naval  Constructor  Easby  is  very  unfor- 
tanate  for  me  at  this  time,  as  it  deprives  me  of  important  information  which  Mr.  McKay  re- 
ioMM  to  give,  provided  he  has  grounds  of  complaint,  which  I  deny. 

In  re^d*  to  Mr.  Easby,  I  can  only  say  that  I  consider  him  thoroughly  upright  and  con- 
sdentioQs  in  the  performance  of  his  auty,  and  has  kept  Mr.  McKay  as  •closely  to  the  terms 
of  his  agreement  as  it  was  possible  to  do.  All  points  of  difference  submitted  to  me  by  Mr. 
Ea^y  Mve  been  considered  and  decided  in  strict  conformity  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
as  I  imdentand  it.  In  conclusion,  I  fieel  compelled  m  justice  to  myself  to  denounce  Mr. 
McKay's  general  accusations  as  untrue,  and  have  the  honor  to  request  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  if  it  is  in  his  power,  that  he  will  require  Mr.  McKay  to  fbmish  either  to 
myielf  or  the  Department  specific  accusations,  in  order  tnat  I  may  reply  to  them  or  that  they 
may  be  investigated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
0  Commodore  and  Commandant, 

Hon.  Geo.  M.  Robeson, 

Surttary  of  the  Napi/^  IVashington, 


East  Boston,  October  16,1875. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Benj  H.  Samson,  foreman  of  shipwrights  in  charge, 
under  date  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which  he  states  that  you  desired  to  know  the  time,  as 
near  ai  possible,  when  my  contract  on  the  United  States  sloop  Adams  will  be  completed. 


bolding  from  me  the  '*  facilities  of  the  yard  '*  to  which  I  am  entitled  under  my 

tbe  Goyemment,  and  also  in  the  manner  of  delivering  materials  according  to  your  ruling. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  inform  you  when  my  contract  will  be  completed,  as  it  depends 
mncb  npon  the  time  that  the  '*  equipment  department,"  and  all  others  under  yon  shall  finish 
their  part  of  the  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
Commodore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Unitsd  States  Navy'Yard^  Boston,  Mass. 


October  18,  1875. 

SiR:  I  am  jnst  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16th  instant,  in  which  you  say,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
OMison's  communication  of  the  14th,  **  In  reply,  I  beg  to  say  that  much  delay  and  loss  to 
iM  has  been  caused  by  the  difficulty  I  have  found  in  prosecuting  the  work  in  the  yard 
nndtryovr  command,  owing  to  your  withholding  from  me  the  '*  facilities  of  the  yurd,"  to 
^mch  I  am  entitled  under  my  contract  with  the  Government,  and  also  in  the  manner  of 
^ivering  materials  according  to  your  ruling.*'  As  these  are  distinct  allegations  that  I  have 
caused  you  pecuniary  loss,  have  delayed  your  work,  and  prevented  you  from  fulfilling  your 
contract  with  the  Government,  I  have  to  request  that  you  make  your  accusations  specific,  in 
order  to  defend  myself  against  them.  An  early  answer  is  requested. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS,   Commandant. 
Donald  McKay, Esq., 

East  Boston. 


East  Boston,  October  22,  lfc75. 

SiR:  Yours  of  the  18th  instant  received  ;  contents  noted.  I  bee  to  say  that  jonr  order  of 
we  same  date  to  the  naval  constructor's  ofiice,  prohibiting  the  delivery  of  material  to  me 
Jygoont  of  the  yard  after  2  o'clock,  to  which  I  am  enfitled  under  my  agreement  with  tie 
Governoaent,  proves  to  me  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  for  mo  to  answer  >onr  letter  in 
aetail  as  requested. 
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I  would  further  say  that  your  action  is  delaying  the  work  on  the  ships  and  causing  me 
loss  for  which  I  shall  be  compelled  to  make  a  claim  on  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  MtKAY. 
Commodore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Vardf  Boston^  Mass, 


Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Commandants  Office^  October  23,  1875. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  18th,  in 
which  you  say  that  **  your  order  of  the  same  date  to  the  naval  constructor's  office,  prohibiting 
the  delivery  of  the  material  to  me  to  go  out  of  the  yard  after  2  o'clock,  to  which  I  am  enti- 
tied  under  my  agreement  with  the  Government,  proves  to  me  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time 
for  me  to  answer  your  letter  in  detail,  as  requested."  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  no 
such  order  has  been  issued  by  me.  In  a  conversation  with  one  of  the  clerks  of  this  office,  I 
spoke  of  issuing  an  order  that  passes  should  be  brought  in  for  my  signature  not  later  than  2 

0  clock,  but  no  such  order  was  issued.    But  even  supposing  that  such  order  had  been  issued, 

1  cannot  see  why  it  should  have  prevented  you  from  giving  an  answer  in  regard  to  accusa- 
tions made  two  days  before  its  issue,  and  relating  to  matters  in  the  past.  I  beg  to  remind 
you  that  since  you  have  been  at  work  upon  the  Adams  and  Essex,  under  your  agreement 
with  the  Navy  Department,  you  have  never  made  complaint  to  me  of  any  obstructions  or 
delays  caused  bv  any  orders  that  I  had  given,  or  was  supposed  to  have  given.  Had  any 
such  complaint  been  made,  you  well  know  that  it  would  have  received  attention.  The  cor- 
respondence will  be  submitted  to  the  Department,  for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  proper 
by  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commanda$U. 
Donald  McKay,  Esq.,  East  Boston. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  October  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  McKay  that  an  order  has  been  issued  by  me  prohibiting  the 
delivery  of  material  to  him  after  2  o'clock.  I  am  not  aware  of  having  given  any  such 
order,  and  it  has  probably  arisen  from  a  conversation  I  had  with  one  of  the  clerks  of  this 
office  in  regard  to  fixing  an  hour  beyond  which  I  would  not  sign  passes.  If  any  such  order 
has  been  received,  it  was  inadvertently  issued.  Material  will  be  delivered  to  Mr.  McKay  as 
usual. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commandant. 
Mr.  Benj.  H.  Samson, 

Foreman  of  ShiptcrightSf  in  charge  of  Construction  Department. 


Commandant's  Office, 
Navy-Yardf  Boston^  October  23j  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  Government  is  to  find  material  for  graving 
the  bottom  ot  the  Adams,  "  as  Mr.  McKay  objects  to  furnishing  it,"  I  would  say  that  the 
coppering  of  that  vessel,  being  a  part  of  the  ^utUtn^-contract,  and  not  of  the  agreement  to 
finish  her,  Mr.  McKay  should,  in  my  opinion,  fumisn  the  above  material  under  bis  original 
contract ;  but  as  he  refuses  so  to  do,  you  will  furnish  it,  to  avoid  delay,  and  charge  it  to  his 
account,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Mr.  B.  H.  Samson, 

Foreman  of  Shipwrights^  in  charge  of  Construction  Department^  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  25,  1875. 

To  Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Cl^arlestown,  Mass.  : 

The  Adams  will  be  coppered  as  per  contract. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Burcan. 
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So.  205  ]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston,' 

CommandanCs  Office^  October  25,  1875. 

Sir:  I  am  Justin  receipt  of  the  bureau^s  telegram  of  this  date,  directinf^  that  the  Adams 
be  coppered  according  to  contract.  I  infer  from  this  telegram  that  some  application  or  refer- 
ence to  the  bureau  has  been  made  outside  this  office. 

The  only  point  that  has  been  raised  about  the  coppering  of  that  vessel,  that  I  am  aware 
of,  was  a  report  made  to  me  by  the  foreman  of  shipwrights,  to  the  effect  that  the  contractor, 
Mr.  McKay,  refused  to  furnish  the  material  for  graving  the  bottom,  and  niy  decision  was 
that,  although  the  coppering  of  the  vessel  was  apparently  embraced  in  the  mrst  contract  by 
which  Mr.  McKay  was  to  furnish  all  material  except  the  frame,  I  would  order,  and  did 
order,  the  material  to  be  furnished,  rather  than  give  him  the  opportunity  of  making  a  frivo- 
lous charge  of  delay.  Mr.  McKay  has  already  made  a  general  allegation  against  me  of 
delaying  nim  and  causing  him  loss,  for  which  he  will  be  obliged  to  bring  a  claim  against  the 
Government.  The  matter  has  been  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary.  I  would  here 
say  that  Mr.  McKay  has  uever  to  my  knowledge  been  in  my  office,  and  has  never  made 
any  complaint  to  me  of  any  acts  of  mine  or  of  others  since  his  original  contract.  I  consider 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Easby  at  this  time  as  very  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  service, 
Mr.  Samson,  the  foreman,  being  necessarily  almost  entirely  ignorant  of  what  has  been 
done  and  what  questions  have  been  raised  under  the  agreement,  and  Mr.  McKay  seeming 
strongly  inclined  to  raise  questions. 

Very  respectfully,  yuur  obedient  servant, 

El).   T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 

Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N  , 

Chvf  of  Bureau  of  Construction^    Washington. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  October  23,  1875. 

Sir:  Please  find  inclosed  a  communication  from  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  desiring  a  survey 
on  the  masts  and  spars  and  iron-work  connected  with  them  for  the  United  States  sloops 
Adams  aud  Essex,  in  order  that  a  report  may  be  made  whether  the  contract  has  been  com- 
plied with,  &c.,  which  I  respectfully  refer  to  you. 

I&lso  desire  to  ask  you  if  the  Government  is  to  find  material  for  gp'aving  the  bottom 
of  the  Adams,  as  Mr.  McKay  objects  to  furnishing  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJ.   H.  SAMSON, 
Foreman  if  Shipwrights,  in  Charge, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


East  Boston,  October  22,  1875. 

Deau  Sir  :  Please  order  a  report  in  detail  on  the  condition  of  the  masts  and  spars  and 
iron-work  connected  with  them,  for  the  sloops  Adams  and  Essex,  if  well  made,  ana  accord- 
ing to  the  spar-list. 

Yours  respectfully, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
Bkxj.  H.  Samson,  Esq., 

Foreman  of  Shipwrights  in  Charge. 

[Indorsement.] 

\ 

w  Hespectfully  returned  to  Mr.  Samson,  with  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  agree- 
ineot  which  calls  for  any  such  examination  and  report.  The  agreement  provides  distinctly 
that  the  naval  constructor  or  assistant  shall  be  the  inspectors  of  all  worK.  Furthermore, 
that  lU.  Samson  has  no  authority  to  order  any  examinationor  report,  but  if  Mr.  McKay 
desires  any  other  examination  than  is  provided  for  in  the  agreement,  he  should  address  his 
application  to  the  commandant. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commandant, 

Navv-Yard,  Boston,  October  23,  1875. 
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East  Boston,  October  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  my  reqneat  made  to  B.  H.  Samson, esq.,  acting  constructor  in  charge,  for 
an  examination  and  report  npon  my  work  on  the  sloops  Adams  and  Essex.  I  am  informed, 
Uiroagh  a  commnnicatiou  from  yoa  to  him,  that  he  has  no  authority  to  order  an  examina- 
tion or  report  thereon. 

I  beg  to  say  that  if  I  am  under  a  mijapprehension  regarding  this  matter,  I  owe  you  an 
apology. 

You  make  reference  to  my  agreement.  I  would  say,  in  reply,  that  I  desire  no  other  exam- 
ination or  report  than  is  provided  for  in  said  agreement.  I  am  entitled  to  an  inspector  of  all 
work  in  progress,  that  it  may  be  examined  as  it  progresses,  and  I  have  information  whether 
it  is  done  according  to  contract  or  not.  Please  inform  me_to  whom  I  shall  apply  as  in- 
spector of  my  work,  with  authority,  as  the  interest  of  the  Government  as  well  as  my  own  de- 
mands it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 

Commodore  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  United  States  Navy-Yard^  Boston,  Mass, 


The  letter  to  which  this  letter  refers  is  dated  the  27th  instant. 

Commandant's  Office, 
Navy- Yard f  Boston,  October  28,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  wherein  you  state,  **  In  reply  to  my 
request  made  to  B.  H.  Samson,  esq.,  acting  constructor  in  charge,  for  an  examination  and 
report  upon  my  work  on  the  sloops  Adams  and  Essex,  I  am  informed,  through  a  communi- 
cation trom  you  to  him,  that  he  has  no  authority  to  order  an  examination  or  report  thereon," 
I  reg^t  to  say  that  the  above  is  not  a  correct  statement  of  facts ;  for  whereas  you,  in  vour 
letter  of  this  date,  speak  of  an  '*examinationand  report  upon  my  work  on  the  sloops  Adams 
and  Essex,"  in  yourj  communication  to  Mr.  Samson  of  the  22d  instant  you  request  that 
gentleman  to  **  order  a  report  in  detail  on  the  condition  of  the  masts  and  spars  and  iron- 
work connected  therewith,  &c.,  &c."  It  is  to  be  reeretted  that  before  penning  your  letter  of 
the  27th  instant,  you  did  not  more  carefully  and  un&rstandingly  read  my  indorsement  upon 
your  note  to  Mr.  Samson,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  had  done  so,  you  wouid  not  have 
fallen  into  the  error  that  he  had  no  authority  to  **  report  upon  "  your  work ;  the  language 
of  my  indorsement  is  that  **  Mr,  Samson  has  no  authority  to  order  any  examination  or  report" 

You  allude  to  my  reference  to  the  agreement,  and  say  that  you  desire  no  other  examina- 
tion or  report  than  is  provided  for  in  said  agreement.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  find 
the  following  language  in  the  agreement :  '*  And  it  is  furtner  mutually  understood  that  the 
work  shall  be  done  in  the  best  manner,  equal  in  all  respects  to  anr  done  upon  vessels  built 
in  United  States  navy-yards  by  days*  work,  and  shall  be  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
superintending  naval  or  assistant  naval  conatructor,  (who  shall  have  fallfpower  to  reject  any 
bad  or  imperfect  work  in  any  stage  of  its  progress,)  and  of  the  bureau."  Both  naval  con- 
structors being  absent,  Mr.  Samson,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  the  bureau,  becomes  the 
superintendent  of  your  work,  but  the  tenor  of  your  request  to  him  to  *'  order  a  report  in  de- 
tail "  seems  to  imply  either  a  want  of  confidence  in  him,  or  a  desire  to  g^t  something  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  aforesaid  agreement.  I  cannot  find  in  the  agreement  any  authority  for  such 
examination  as  you  request,  and  will  therefore  refer  the  matter  to  the  bureau  for  its  action. 
In  the  mean  time,  in  answer  to  your  request  to  be  informed  as  to  whom  vou  are  to  apply  as 
inspector  of  your  work,  I  would  say  that  Mr.  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  of  shipwrights,  is,  by 
the  authority  of  the  bureau,  desiffuatod  as  the  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  naval  or  assist- 
ant naval  constructor,  in  their  absence. 


Very  respectfully,  yours. 


Donald  McKay,  Esq., 

East  Boston, 


ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commandant. 


No.  208.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  28,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  inclosed  Correspondence  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bureau.  By  order  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Samson  is  performing  the  duty  of  naval  constructor, 
not  only  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  yard,  but  also  in  all  matteis  pertaining  to  the  con- 
tract or  agreement  with  Mr.  McKay.  J  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Samson  has  in  any  way 
neglected  his  duty  in  this  matter ;  if  he  has  Mr.  McKay  has  never  brought  it  to  my  notice. 
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The  request  of  Mr.  McKay  to  Mr.  Si&mson  to  ^^otdtr  a  report  in  detail  **  upon  the  spars,  &c., 
is  not  warranted  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  which  gives  the  superintendent  the  power 
at  any  time  to  reject  any  work  and  provides  for  no  other  inspection.    In  his  letter  of  yester- 
day be  dpeiJcs  of  bis  request  as  for  an  **  examination  and  report  upon  my  work  on  the  irioops 
Adams  and  Essex,"  when  in  fact  his  request  was  for  a  detailed  report  upon  the  spars,  &c. 
•  Furthermore  he  asserts  that,  by  my  decision  Mr.  Samson  had  no  authority  to  **  order  an 
examination  or  repnort  thereon."    liy  indorsement  is :  | "  Mr.  Samson  has  no  authority  to 
order  any  examination  or  report*'    The  little  comma  inserted  by  Mr.  McKay  after  *'  exam- 
ination,*' and  the  following  words   "  or  report  thereon,**  very  ingeniously  changes  the  sense 
of  my.,  indorsement  to  suit  his  own  views,  or  to  bolster  up  his  complaint. 

Mr.  McKay *s  letter  of  October  27.]  is  disin^nnons ;  his  complaints  have  no  foundation 
within  my  knowledge,  and  he  seems  to  be  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  duly  ap- 
pointed superintendent  to  spring  questions  and  raise  issues  for  which  there  is  no  warrant  or 
occasion. 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  tiuream  of  Conatructionj  <fc.,  Washington. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Construction  Office,  October  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  As  the  contract  between  the  Government  and    Mr.  D.  McKay  does  not  specify 
in  regard  to  the  oars  for  the  boats  of  the  United   States  sloop  Adams,  I  would  respectfully 
uk  whether  the  Government  or  Mr.  McKay  is  to  furnish  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJ'N  H.  SAMSON, 
Foreman  of  Shipwrights^  in  Charge. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


No.  206.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  27,  1875. 

SiE :  Foreman  of  shipwrights,  B.  H.  Samson,  has  referred  to  me  the  question  whether  or 
not  the  contractor  or  the  Government  is  to  supply  oars  for  the  boats  of  the  Adams.    I  find 
by  reference  to  the  agreement  with  Mr.  McKay  that  he  is  to  furnish  boats  and  spars,  but  no 
mention  is  made  of  oars.    Will  the  bureau  be  pleased  to  inform  me  on  this  point  f 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief-Constfuctor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  S^c,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  29,  J  975. 

SiR:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  (No.  206,)  relative  to  furnishing  oars  for 
the  boats  of  the  Adams,  as  oars  are  regarded  as  outfits,  they  will  be  furnished  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  not  by  the  contractor  for  the  boats. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  November  I,  1875. 

SiH:  I  forward  herewith,  for  transniission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 
^plicate  bills  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  of  $5,000  each,  being  the  fourth  installment  on  the 
tnlted  States  sloop  Essex,  and  the  third    on  the  United   States  sloop  Adams,    as   per 
contract,  dated  April  17,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  F.  HANSCOM, 
Assistant  Natal  Constructor,  United  States  Navy. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 
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United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office^    November  1,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  plans  for  the  United  States  sloop  Adams  and  class  call  for  four  water-tanks 
for  each  vessel,  to  contain  3,512  gallons.  We  have  tanks  in  store,  four  oi  which  hold  3,382 
gallons,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  130  gallons. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  we  may  be  allowed  to  substitute  the  tanks  on  hand 
for  those  shown  on  the  plans. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  F.  HANSCOM. 
Assistant  Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  N, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


No.  213.1  United  States  Navv-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office ,  November  2,  1875. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  the  assistant  naval  couAtructor,  recommending 
certain  changes  in  regard  to  the  water-tanks  to  be  furnished  the  Adams,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted for  the  action  of  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

'  ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 

Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  ^c,  IVashington,  D.  C. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Novembtr  4,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  (No.  213,)  relative  to  water-tanks  for  the 
Adams,  the  four  tanks  in  store  will  be  substituted  for  those  shown  on  the  plans,  as  recom- 
mended by  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


No.  215.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  November  3,   1875. 

Sir*.  I  forward  herewith  bills  in  triplicate,  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay,  for  $5,000  each, 
being  the  fourth  installment  on  the  United  States  sloop  Essex,  and  third  installment  on  the 
United  States  sloop  Adams,  as  per  contract  dated  Apnl  17,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  IVashingtonj  D.  C, 


(Telegram.  1 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  9,  1875. 
To  Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

Charlestown,  Mass.: 

Are  the  Thiers  automatic  ventilator,  bilge-pumps,  &c.,  on  board  the  Adams  and  Essex, 
satisfactorily  completed  and  in  perfect  order  T 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
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No.  226.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant^ 8  Office,  November  10,  1875. 

Sib  :  I  forward  herewith  copy  of  report  of  Assistant  Naval  Constructor  Hanscom,  relatine 
to  Thiers'  ventilators,  &c.,  for  the  Adams  and  Essex,  in  answer  to  bureau  telegram  of  9tn 

JDBtaDt. 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Constryction  and  Repair ^  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  November  10, 1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  telegram  from  the  bureau  of  the  9th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pletion of  Theirs'  ventilators,  &c.,on  the  Adams  and  Essex,  I  respectfully  report  that  the 
one  on  the  Adams  is  completed,  and  that  on  the  Essex  it  only  remains  to  fill  tne  pipe  with 
quicksilver. 

Very  respectfully, 

I.  F.  HANSCOM, 
Assistant  Naval  Constructor,  U.  S,  N. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 
Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  13, 1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  (No.  226,)  inclosing  copy  of  report 
OD  "Theirs*  ventilator,  alarm,  and  bilge-pump,**  erected  on  each  of  the  vessels,  Adams  and 
EHex,  abill  has  been  approved  by  the  bureau  for  $2, 400,  (being  $2,000  for  ventilator  of 
the  Essex,  and  f400  for  oalance  due  on  ventilator  of  the  Adams, )  payable  to  P.  D.  Roddey 
&  Co.,  agents. 

This  bill  has  been  approved  with  the  understanding  and  condition  that  Messrs.  Roddey 
&  Co.  are  to  put  the  necessary  water  and  quicksilver  in  the  ventilator  of  the  Essex  before 
the  vessel  goes  to  sea. 

fiespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 


ITelegram.l 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  16,  1875. 

To  Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

Charlestown,  Mass. : 

The  Adams  and  Essex  are  wanted  at  an  early  day.     Afford  Mr.  McKay  all  the  facilities 
referred  to  in  his  agreement. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  November  17,  1875. 

SiR:  I  respectfully  recommend  that  light  wooden  bitts  be  fitted  to  the  gun-deck  of  the 
Adams  and  Essex  in  place  of  the  metal  towing-bitts,  which  interfere  with  the  lead  and  the 
proper  belongings  of  the  main-topsail  braces. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  L.  FERNALD, 
Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  N. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.,  ^ 
Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 
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No. 235.1  United  States  NavvYard,  Bostov, 

CommandanVs  OfficCt  November  18,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  fprward  herewith,  for  the  action  of  the  bureau,   copj  of  letter  firom  Naval  Ck)n- 
atructor  Fernald,  in  regard  to  fitting  wooden  bitts  to  the  gun-deck  of  the  Adams  and  Esi^ez. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair^   Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office^  November  19,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  Captain  Truxton,  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the  space 
allowed  for  the  bake*oven  on  board  of  the  Vandalia,  Adams,  and  Essex,  I  respectfully  state 
that  the  height  of  the  ovens  for  each  vessel  must  not  exceed  5  feet,  including  the  legs.    The 
other  dimensions  may  be  as  required. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  N.  FERNALD, 
Naval  Constructor^  U,  S.  N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.. 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard^  Boston^  Mass, 


No.  233.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office^  November  20,  1675. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  triplicate  bills  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay,  for  $5,000  each,  bemg 
the  fifth  installment  on  the  United  States  sloop  Essex,  and  fourth  installment  on  the  United 
States  sloop  Adams,  as  per  contract  dated  April  17,  1875. 
Veiy  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N.,1 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington^  D,  C, 


L  Telegram.  J 


Boston,    December  2,  1875. 

To  Chief  op  Bureau  of  Construction, 

Washington : 

• 

Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  informs  of  shipment  of  engine  for  cutter  of  Essex.  Mr. 
Easby  informs  me  that  no  steam-cutter  is  being  ouilt  at  Portsmouth  for  that  vessel.  Shall 
we  build  one  here  on  the  molds  and  plans  of  that  for  the  Adams T 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

December  3,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  bureau  does  not  propose  to  provide  a  steam-cutter  for  cither  the  Adams  or  Es- 
sex. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  December  6,  1875. 

Sir  ;  Referring  to  the  bureau  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  relative  to  steam -cattera  for  the 
Adams  and  Essex,  I  respectfully  report  that  none  has  been  commenced  for  the  Esaex,  but 
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Ifr  McKay  has  one  nearly  finished  on  his  contract  for  the  Adams,  and  I  understand  the 
Steam  Engineering  Department  has  the  enfi^ine  and  holler  nearly  ready. 
1  desire  to  know  whether  the  one  for  the  Adams  shall  be  completed. 
Very  respectfally, 

J.  W.  EASBY. 
Naval  CoHStruetor,  United  States  Navff. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols. 

Commandmit  Navy-Yard ^  Boston,  Mass. 


No-  250.]  Unitrd  Stateh  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  OffieCt   December  7,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  the  action  of  the  bureau,  copy  of  letter  from  naval  construc- 
tor in  reg^ard  to  a  steam  launch  for  the  Adams. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Unitkd  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  December  18,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  trip- 
licate bills  for  Mr.  Donald  McKay  of  $10,000,  beings  the  sixth  and  seventh  installments  on 
the  United  States  sloop  Essex,  as  per  contract  dated  April  17,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  United  States  Navy, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy- Yard ,  Boston,  Mass. 


^'0.259.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandanfs  Office,  December  20,  1875. 

SiR:  I  forward  herewith  triplicate  bills  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay  for  $10,000,  being  the 
sixth  and  seventh  payments  on  account,  for  cotnpleting  the  United  States  sloop  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Commandant's  Offi^e^  March  22,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  bills  in  triplicate  in  favor  of  Donald  McKay,  being  the  eighth 
payment  in  completing  the  United  States  sloop  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chiefof  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  J  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ko.  354.]  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

Washington,  October  7,  1875. 

^  '•  Tour  No.  374,  of  the  4th  instant,  has  been  received. 

If  the  two  other  boats  of  the  Vandalia  cannot  be  htted  with  the  Shaw  boat-detaching  ap- 
Wija  yon  will  please  apply  the  four  apparatus  to  be  sent  to  your  station  to  boats  be- 
loit(pn(f  to  the  new  vessels,  and  forward  the  necessary  dimensions  to  Mr.  Shaw. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  SHUFELDT, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston. 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Offiet^  October  9, 1875. 

Commodore:  In  obedience  to  the  order  from  the  Bareaa  of  Equipment  and  Becrniting 
dated  October  7,  1875,  I  respectfully  forward,  for  transmission  to  Mr.  Shaw,  the  length  be- 
tween ring-bolts,  and  weight,  of  boats  of  the  United  States  steamers  Adams  and  Vandalia, 
the  boats  of  the  United  States  steamer  Essex  being  built  at  Portsmouth  nivj-yard. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJ.  H.  SAMSON, 
Foreman  of  ShipwrightSy  in  Charge. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nicholj»,U.  S.N., 

Commandant  Navy'  Yardy  Boston^  Mass, 

Dimensions  of  boats. 

United  States  steamer  Adams. 

If  hale-boat, — Length  between  ring-bolts,  25  feet  6  inches  ;  weight,  1,000  pounds. 
Second  cutter. — Length  between  ring-bolts, 23  feet  2^  inches;  weight,  1,GU0  pounds. 

Vandalia  boats. 

First  cutter, — Length  between  ring-bolts,  27  feet ;  weight,  2,500  pounds. 

Note. — The  third   cutter  stows  in  working-launch.   The  United   States  steamer  E»ex 
boats  being  built  at  Portsmouth  navy-yard  ;  the  lengths  are  the  same  as  the  Adams. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  15, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  two  boats  of  the  United  States  steamer  Adams  to  be  fitted  with 
your  detaching  apparatus,  I  am  authorized  by  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting  to 
order  from  you  the  apparatus  for  two  boats  of  the  United  States  steamer  Essex,  the  lengths 
and  weights  of  which  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  Adams,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  J  1th 
instant. 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Comm^indant, 
F,  Shaw,  Esq., 

913  and  915,  Ridge  avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 


No.  344. J  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass., 

*  Equipment  Office,  October  14, 1875. 

Commodore  :  In  preparing  allowance  of  stores  for  the  Adams  and  Essex  there  is  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  classification  of  these  vessels.  The  allowances  established  for  vessels  under 
the  cog^zance  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting  would  classify  the  Adams  and 
Essex  as  fourth-rates,  screw-steamships  below  800  tons,  while  these  vessels  are  classed  in 
Naval  Register,  1875,  under  the  heading  third-rates,  650  tons. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  B.  LUCE. 
Captain  and  Equipment  Officer, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  Commandant. 


No.  374.]  Bureau  op  Equipment,  etc., 

tVashington,  October  16, 1875. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  415,  of  the  1 4th  instant,  has  been  received.  The  Adams  and  the  Essex  being 
classed  by  the  Department  third-rates,  the  allowance  of  equipment-stores  is  to  be  fumi|hea 
to  these  vessels  accordingly. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  SHUFELDT,  Chief  of  Bareau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston^  Mass, 


BOSTON   NAVY-YARD.  337 

* 

No. 457.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant  s  Office^  November  13,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  tele^aphic  orders  from  Bnreau  of  Construction  to  have  the  Yan- 
daUa  ready  for  sea  bj  December  I.  I  telej^rapbed  you  to-day  the  time  required  in  equip- 
ment, and  inclose  copy  of  equipment  officer's  report.  The  ship  cannot  possibly  be  ready 
in  the  construction  before  the  15th  proximo,  and  still  later  in  the  steam-engineeringf.  I  have 
ordered  work  stopped  on  the  Adams  and  directed  all  available  put  on  the  Vandalia.  But  a 
larger  force  cannot  be  employed  with  the  limited  allowance  of  funds,  unless  by  stopping 
the  rope-walk,  which  is  largely  in  arrears  on  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore^  Commandant, 
Capt.  R.  W.  Shupeldt.  IT.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equip mtni ^  d:c.f  IVashington,  O.  C. 


Ko.410.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Becruitino. 

Washingtony  November  15,  1875. 

8iR:  Your  No.  457,  of  the  13th  instant,  has  been  received.  The  bureau  telegraphed  you 
this  morning  to  have  the  Vandalia  ready  in  equipment  with  the  other  bureaus,  and  to  take 
on  the  necessary  force,  if  required. 

The  bureau  desires  the  equipment  work  of  fitting  the  Adams  and  the  Essex  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  time  with  other  bureaus. 

A  requisition  for  additional  funds  for  above  purposes,  if  necessary,  will  be  approved  by 
the  bureau  when  submitted. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  SHUFELDT, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  £.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy- Yard.  Boston, 

Ordnanu  Office,  July  7, 1675. 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  list  of  guns  selected  for  the  batteries 
of  the  United  States  steamers  Adams  and  Essex  for  the  approval  of  ^  the  bureau. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BROWN, 
Commander  U.  S.  iV.,  Inspector  of  Ordnance, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass., 

Ordnance  Office,  July  27, 1875. 

Commodore  :  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  forwarding  for  the  approval  of  the 
bureau  the  list  of  guns  selected  for  the  Adams  and  Essex,  my  attention  has  since  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  IX-inch,  Nos.  359  and  366,  have  had  quite  a  large  number  of  fires.  An 
examiDation  of  the  records  of  this  office  shows  that  No.  359  has  been  fired  310  times,  but 
taking  the  descriptive  list  of  the  Severn's  battery,  dated  August  31,  1H69,  and  report  of  en- 
^Qrance,  dated  Decembt^r  31,  1871,  it  would  appear  that  the  record  of  this  office  is  correct 
in  regard  to  this  particular  gun.  With  No.  366  there  is  an  error  in  the  record,  but  not  at- 
fnbntalle  to  any  fault  in  this  office.  The  record-shows  only  148  fires  against  this  gun,  which 
wthesanoe  number  of  fires  reported  by  Commander  Fitzhugh,  of  the  Severn,  in  his  report 
of  eodorance  of  guns,  dated  December  31, 1871.  An  examination  of  the  descriptive  list  of 
the  Severn's  battery,  dated  August  31. 1869,  shows  the  estimated  number  of  fires  as  20U. 

I  have  taken  vent-impressions  of  the  two  guns  referred  to,  have  star-gauged  them,  and 
>ko  searched  their  ven^  and  examined  the  bores  with  a  reflector.  The  vent-impressions  of 
|>oth  show  considerable  enlargements,  but  the  wearing  away  is  comparatively  regular ;  that 
is*  not  much  corrugated,  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  cause  any  ap- 
preheosion.  The  star-gauging  exhibits  no  very  great  general  or  extended  enlargement  of 
the  bores,  and  agrees  with  the  report  of  star-gauging  made  in  January,  1872.  The  surface 
of  the  bore  of  No.  359  has  as  many  as  eleven  indentations  in  it,  which,  from  their  character, 
miut  have  been  made  by  grape,  as  they  are  circular  in  outline  and  differ  in  every  respect 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 ^22 
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from  indentations  or  corrngations  made  bj  the  bursting  of  shell.    I  inclose  herewith  report 
of  endurance  and  descriptive  list  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  voor  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BROWN, 
Commander  V.  5.  iV.,  inspector  of  Ordnanu. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  IT.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
Navy  Department,  IVashington  CUy^  September  7,  J  875. 

Sir  :  The  bureaa  has  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  sent  from  the  navy-yard  in  this  city  to 
the  yard  under  your  command  pivot-circles  and  sockets  of  156-inch  pivot  distance,  fur  the 
Xl-inch  of  Yaudalia,  and  for  tne  Adams  and  Essex  of  142-inch  pivot  distance ;  also,  rail- 
Bockets  for  short  Gatling  gim. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS. 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  N avy- Yard ^  Boston ^  Mass, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass., 

Ordnance  Qffiu,  September  10,  1875. 

Commodore  :  Referring  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  informing  you  that 
pivot-circles  and  sockets  have  been  ordered  for  the  Yandalia,  Essex,  .and  Adams,  I  would 
respectfuUv  state  that  there  are  a  suj£cient  number  of  sockets  on  hand  for  those  vessels. 
Many  of  them  require  shortening  only,  which  work  can  be  done  here.  In  this  connection  I 
would  suggest  that  the  circles  should  be  sent  to  the  yard  without  the  screw-holes  drilled. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BROWN, 
Commander  U\  S,  N.y  Inspector  of  Ordnance, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


\  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department^  IVashington  City,  October  30,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  requisition  of  28th  instant.  No.  44,  the  chief  has  observed  that  the 
powder-passine  scuttles  on  the  Swatara  and  Alert  have  been  badly  placed,  and  does  not 
think  it  advisable  to  cut  the  decks  for  them.  Please  examine  whether  tney  cannot  be  placed 
in  the  hatchways  on  the  Yandalia,  Adams,  and  Essex,  and  report  to  the  bureau  before  filling 
the  requisition. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERa 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy' Yard,  Boston, 


United  States  Navy-Zard,  Boston,  Mass., 

Ordnanu  Office,  November  5,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  placing  powder-pass- 
ing scuttles  on  board  the  Vandalia,  Adams,  and  Essex,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
Jiatchways  of  those  vessels  can  be  used  in  place  of  passing-scuttles.    Four  scuttlee  will  be 
equired  for  mag>azine-hatches ;  but  should  there  be  any  delay  in  sending  them,  I  can  use 
the  four  belonging  to  the  Wachusett. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BROWN. 
Commander  U,  S,  N.,  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy^Yard,  Boston,  Mass, . 
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Commandant's  Office, 
Navjf'Yard,  Boston,  March  16,  1875. 

Engineer-in-Cbief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Steam- Engineering :  • 

I  forward  herewith,  as  required  by  bureau's  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  report'of  the  board 
appoioted  to  examine  the  stem-bushiug  of  the  Essex. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 

No. 26.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washington,  March  1],  1875. 

Sm :  Please  appoint  Chief  Engineers  H.  H.  Stewart  and  Fanner,  with  Passed  Assistant 
Engineer  W.  D.  Smith,  a  board  to  examine  the  stern-bushing  of  the  Essex,  and  report 
whether,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  advisable  to  use  the  same  or  not,  as  it  has  been  con- 
demned by  Chief  Engineer  De  Valin,  and  the  contractors  have  appealed  from  his  decision 
to  the  bureau. 

The  letter  and  tracing  from  the  Atlantic  Works  are  forwarded  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  board,  and  should  be  returned  with  their  report. 
Reipectfallv, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols^  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy'  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


United  States  Navy  Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant^ s  Office,  March  13,  1875. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  the  inclosed  letter  from  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineer- 
inf,  jou  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  stern-bushing  of  the 
£«ez.    Please  return  the  inclosed  papers  with  jour  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief-Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart,  U.  S.  N., 
Chief-Engineer  Edw.  Farmer,  U.  S.  N., 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer  W.  D.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy- Yard,  Boston, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Chief  Engineer's  Office,  March  16,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  13th  instant,  we  have  carefully  examined  the 
stem-bushing  of  the  Essex,  and  have  to  report  that,  upon  partially  removiug  the  bushing, 
we  find  the  checks  or  fractures  through  the  flange,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  tracing, 
extend  into  the  sleeve  several  inches.  There  is  also  a  crack  8  inches  long  in  the  sleeve, 
which  does  not  extend  through  the  flange. 
We  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  use  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S,  N, 
EDWARD  FARMER, 

Chief  Engineer,  U,  S,  N, 
WALTER  D.  SMITH, 
Past  Assistant  Engineer,  U,  8.  N. 

Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  V.S.'S.,  Commandant. 


Ko.36.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Stvam-Engineering, 

Washington,  April  14,  1875. 

Sir  :  It  is  the  desire  of  the  bureau  to  use  a  pipe  of  wrought  iron  in  the  place  of  the  brass 
one,  where  the  feed-pipe  passes  through  the  up-takes  of  the  United  States  steamer  Essex,  the 
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machinery  for  which  is  beiu^  constructed  by  the  Atlantic  Works  ;  to  avoid  mailing  a  bill  o 
extras  by  the  contractors,  you  will  please  have  made  a  set  of  pipes,  such  as  are  to  be  used 
on  the  boilers  of  Vandalia,  and  turn  them  over  to  the  contractors  to  be  attached.    The  re* 
jected  pipe  to  be  the  property  of  the  bureau. 
Kespectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

ChUf  of  Bumik. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


No.  or.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

WasHington,  D,  C,  June  9, 1874. 

Sir  :  Permission  has  been  given  the  Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  Mass.,  to  deliveriotbe 
Boston  navy -yard  the  stores,  spare  pieces,  &.C.,  according  to  contract,  for  the  Adams  ind 
Essex.   Please  direct  that  they  be  received  and  held  for  these  vessels. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD. 

Chief  of  BurtM. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


No.  59.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washington^  June  11,  1875. 

Sir  :  It  is  deemed  advisable  that  the  Adams  be  coaled  as  soon  as  practicable  for  the  eon* 
tract  trial,  which  is  expected  to  begin  on  or  about  the  J 8th  instant     Chief  Engineer  Lorio^ 
thinks  there  should  be  at  least  forty  tons  on  board  the  vessel  before  the  trial  beg^,  iastoad  » 
hauling^it  to  the  wharf  as  used.    Please  give  the  necessary  orders. 
Kespectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

ChUf  of  Buna. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


No.  63.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washington,  June  17,  IBTS. 

Sir  :  Chief  Engineer  Loring  advises  the  bureau  that  there  are  no  fireman  at  present  on 
board  the  receiving-ship  at  Boston.  Therefore,  please  direct  the  employment  of  sach  vo^ 
as  are  necessary  for  this  duty  on  the  trial  of  the  Adams.  If  these  men  can  be  obtaiped 
through  the  Atlantic  Works  to  any  better  advantage,  please  authorize  Chief  Engineer  LoriofT 
to  procure  them  in  this  way  by  such  anangements  regarding  their  pay  as  he  shall  i^ 
proper. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bmtit^ 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


[The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  Washington,  D.  C,  1875.    1.40.    June  30.] 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard : 

Close  trial  of  Adams  engines  as  soon  as  board  are  satisfied  that  it  has  shown  itself  desirt* 
ble  and  efficient. 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Barsau, 


BOSTON   NAVY-YARD.  341 

No.  71.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Stea'm-Engineerino, 

Washington,  July  8,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  bureau  baa  ordered  from  Walton  Brotbers,  New  York,  tbe  necessary  steam- 
ndiators  (patent  noiseless)  for  tbe  Adams  and  Essex,  to  be  fumisbed  complete,  erected,  and 
coDDected  hj  tbem  on  board  tbe  vessels  in  the  best  manner,  with  all  necessary  pipes,  conn- 
linffs,  &c.,  at  the  lowest  market-rates  for  the  radiators  and  smallest  possible  cost  for  tne 
work. 

Pleue  direct  that  the  usual  facilities  of  the  yard  be  afforded  to  expedite  tbe  work,  and  in- 
form tbe  bureau  when  tbe  work  is  satisfactorily  done,  and  forward  bills  for  tbe  same. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Not  reported  upon  specially,  but  indorsed  on  tbe  bills  that  tbe  work  was  satisfactory. 


No.  72.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washingtouy  July  8,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  bureau  letter  of  June  12,  relative  to  applying  tbe  patent  boiler  attach- 
meotfl  to  the  Adiams,  Essex,  and  Vandalia,  tbe  bureau  would  state  that  tbe  work  is  to  be 
done  at  our  expense,  but  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Asbcroft,  who  is  to  make  and  fit  these  attachments 
complete.    Please  direct  that  the  work  be  hurried  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  practicable. 
Respectfully  I 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U,  S,  N,, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


COxMMandant's  Office, 
Navy-Yard,  Boston,  July  15,  3875. 

Iforward  herewith  the  report  of  the  board,  appointed  in  accordance  with  bureau's  lette'' 
of  March  13,  1875,  to  witness  tbe  trial  of  the  engines  and  machinery  of  the  United  Stated 
i^>  Adams. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
sr-in-Cbief,  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Steam-  Engineering, 


2^0.28.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerixo, 

Washington,  March  13,  J  875. 

Sir:  It  has  been  determined  to  make  tbe  official  steam- trials  of  tbe  two  iron  sloops, 
Adams  and  Essex,  at  tbe  Boston  navy-yard. 

Chief  Engineer  Charles  H.  Loring  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you,  as  senior  member  of 
ue  board  under  whose  supervision  and  direction  the  trials  will  be  made.  Other  engineer 
officers  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  as  members  of  the  board  and  assistants  thereto. 

7<^  will  be  pleased,  when  the  machinery  is  reported  ready  for  this  purpose,  to  have  the 
trials  made  under  the  following  conditions  : 

The  vessel  will  be  secured  to  tbe  dock,  and  be  brought  sufficiently  by  tbe  head  to  raise  the 
icrew  out  of  the  water,  so  that  by  tbe  decreased  resistance  a  development  of  560  horse-power 
hj  the  engines  will  produce  seventy  revolutions  per  minute,  uninfluenced  by  tbe  current  of 
the  river. 

The  coal,  which  is  to  be  anthracite,  will  be  accurately  weighed  on  its  way  to  the  dock  and 

filled  into  bags  of  a  fixed  weight  before  it  is  put  on  board ;  this  check  will  in  sure  accuracy 

in  the  coal-account.     If  the  coal  has  much  slack  in  it,  it  will  be  separated  b  efore  bagging. 

Aoy  coal  on  board  will  be  used  in  preparing  the  machinery  for  the  trial,  the  tiinount  to  be 

core/iilly  measured  as  it  goes  to  the  furnaces. 
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The  contractors,  bj  the  terms  of  their  contract,  have  the  privilegeL  of  supplying  their  own 
engineers  to  manage  the  machinery  during  the  trial,  and  if  they  elect  to  do  so,  the  nanl 
engineers  will  simply  take  the  data  necessary  to  fill  the  colamns  of  the  logs.  Indicato^ 
diagrams  will  be  taken  every  half-hour  from  both  ends  of  both  cylinders.  The  steam- 
pressure  is  to  be  carried,  during  the  trial,  between  seventy-five  and  eighty  pounds  per  iqiiare 
inch  above  the  atmosphere,  If  it  can  be  maintained ;  if  not,  then  at  the  highest  pouible 
pressure,  the  cut-off  valves  to  be  used  to  regulate  this  pressure,  and  varied,  so  as  to  equalize 
the  work  in  the  two  cylinders.  The  trial  will  commence  whenever  it  is  thought  by  the  con- 
tractor's agent  and  the  board  that  they  are  in  proper  condition,  and  will  extend  through  144 
hours  of  continuous  running.  Nothing  will  be  permitted  that  is  likely  to  injm^  the  condi- 
tion of  the  machinery. 

»  It  is  not  proposed  to  make  trial  of  the  cost  of  the  horse-power  in  pounds  of  water,  but,  to 
obtain  some  idea  of  the  future  economy  of  the  machinery,  an  accurate  account  of  the  con- 
sumption of  coal  will  be  kept. 

The  details  for  carrying  into  effect  these  instructions  will  be  made  by  the  board. 

The  board  will  carefully  examine  the  specifications  under  which  this  machinery  was  bailt, 
and  report  whether  all  of  its  requirements  have  been  performed*  stating  wherein  deficien- 
cies, if^any,  occur. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chitf  of  Burau. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yardy  Boston, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  June  22, 1375. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  the  order  from  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  nn- 
der  date  of  March  13,  1875.  you  are  appointed  a  board  to  witness  and  report  upon  the  trial 
of  the  engines  and  machinery  of  the  Lfnited  States  sloop  Adams. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore  and  Commania^- 

Chief  Engineer  Charles  H.  Loring,  U.  S.  N., 
Chief  Engineer  Charles  E.  De  Valin,  U.  S.  N., 
Chief  Engineer  Edward  Farmer,  U.  S.  N., 
Chief  Engineer  Geo.  D.  Emmons,  U.  S.  N., 
Chief  Engineer  Joseph  Trilley,  U.  S.  N., 

Naval  Station,  Boston,  Mass. 


Boston  Navy-Yard,  J«/y  12,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2iM  ultimo,  to  witness  and  report  upon  the  trial^^ 
the  engines  and  machinery  of  the  United  States  steamer  Adams,  in  accordance  with  the  io' 
structions  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  dated  March  33,  J  875,  we  respectfollj  r^ 
port  as  follows : 

On  the  22d  of  June,  the  contractors  having  reported  ready,  the  fires  were  lighted,  and  o* 
the  23d  four  members  of  this  board  commenced  to  keep  the  regular  watches.  The  engio^ 
were  run  by  the  contractor's  men.  They  were  run  slowly,  with  occasional  stopping  iox  ad- 
justment, until  1  p.  m.  June  26,  when  the  official  trial  was  commenced. 

Early  in  the  run  the  board  was  made  aware  of  a  defect  in  the  condenser,  the  fieed-^*^ 
rising  to  the  temperature  of  16(1^  even  when  mixed  with  the  salt-feed  with  a  vacuum  off^ 
16  inches  to  18  inches.  All  the  valves  in  the  air  and  circulating  pumps  were  examined  and 
found  to  be  in  good  condition.  The  feed-pumps  would  not  work  at  such  a  high  temperator^ 
and  it  was  necessary  to  feed  in  part  with  sea- water.  This  obliged  the  use  of  the  surface-blo^' 


itop  and  put  in  guide-plates 
the  circulating  water-space  for  the  purpose  of  better  diHtribution  of  water. 

The  condenser  being  5^  inches  lower  aft  than  forward,  a  large  amount  of  water  didwi 
reach  the  air-pump,  but  lay  cold  in  the  bottom  of  the  condenser. 

For  the  purpose  of  draining  this  water,  a  2-inch  pipe  was  led  from  the  lowest  part  to  d« 
air-pump  channel-way  below  the  foot-valves.  As  the  after  engine  thumped  consiaerabiy  on 
the  inboard  center  at  fifty  revolutions,  the  valve  of  that  engine  was  re- adjusted  by  decreasing 
the  lead,  and  the  journals  were  also  overhauled. 

On  the  8th  instant  the  engines  were  started  again,  and  have  been  run  at  intervals  sinc^t 
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but  without  any  more  satisfactory  results.    When  set  up  so  as  not  to  thump,  both  crank- 
pins  beat. 

The  vacuum  and  temperature  of  the  feed-water  are  not  improved.  The  Selden^s  purifier 
does  not  work  well.  The  water  doen  not  pass  throufi^h  the  filter  fast  enough  for  the  pumps. 
The  Rteam-granc^es  furnished  are  not  correct.  They  are  of  the  Bourdon  pattern,  and  we 
think  the  Lane's  improved  Bourdon  grange  should  be  used.  The  gonpr  has  not  been  put  up, 
andsafficieni  arrangements  have  not  been  made  for  lighting  the  fire-room.  The  shatt  alley 
has  not  been  made  of  iron  as  required  by  the  specifications,  but  one  has  been  made  of  wood 
bj  the  constructor  of  the  hull.  The  drainings  are  incomplete.  There  are  no  general  plans  or 
drawings  showing  the  arrangements  of  pipes.  Forty  common  thermometers,  one  mercurial 
bijrb-pressure  steam-gauge,  and  a  speaking-tube  from  engine  to  fire-room,  have  not  been  fur- 
niiihea.  Only  on^  span-slipper  for  cross-head  guides  has  been  made,  although  two  are 
called  for. 

The  pipes  are  not  properly  supplied  with  drain-cocks.  Drain-cocks  called  for  in  both  ends 
of  each  ooiler  are  not  in  place.  The  surface  blow-pipes  vibrate  very  much,  and  should  be  stead- 
ied. The  engine-gallery  is  badly  arranged,  and  it  is  difficult  and  dangerous  to  feel  of  the  crank- 
pins  while  running.  The  middle  Journal  is  inaccessible,  except  by  crawling  under  the  condenser. 
Arrangements  should  be  made  for  oiling  the  piston-rods  and  the  indicator  motion  from  the 
platform.  An  alteration  should  be  made  in  tne  step-ladders,  so  that  the  nuts  on  the  forward 
and  after  bearing^  of  the  crank-shaft  may  be  reached  with  a  wrench.  Muntz- metal  studs 
BhoQJd  be  used  in  the  glands  of  all  composition-cocks  and  valves  in  place  of  iron.  The 
attachment  for  wetting  ashes  should  be  changed  to  a  less  exposed  place.  The  escape-pipe  is 
eecored  to  the  hatch.  It  should  have  i-inch  clearance  or  it  mav  be  carried  away  at  sea.  Guards 
fihonld  be  put  on  the  feed  pipes  in  the  fire-room  to  prevent  their  being  cut  when  the  men  are 
fiboTeliog  coal.  There  are  some  leaks  about  the  boilers  which  should  be  stopped  when  the 
fires  are  hauled.  When  the  ship  is  docked,  the  propeller  should  be  trimmed  wnere  the  casting 
is  imperfect.  The  ash-whip  requires  a  brass  sheave  for  a  fair  leader.  A  right  and  left  thread 
tpra-bockle  is  required  for  tightening  the  friction -band.  Provisions  should  be  made  for  fit- 
ting and  draining  the  water-jackets  around  the  smoke-pipe.  We  would  recommend  that  the 
position  of  the  distiller  be  changed  ;  but  as  it  was  put  in  according  to  the  general  plan,  we 
think  the  offer  of  the  contractors  to  change  it  for  $19.5  is  not  unreasonable.  No  pulleys  have 
been  fitted  to  the  disconnecting-clutches,  as  required  by  the  specifications.  The  galvanized 
iron  boiler-covering  has  not  been  painted  except  in  the  parts  most  easily  reached,  and  we 
think  that  the  whole  covering  should  be  paintea  with  two  coats  of  brown  zinc  paint.  Steam 
being  still  on  the  vessel,  we  have  not  been  able  to  examine  the  cylinders,  valve-faces,  and  other 
rearing  surfaces  since  the  trial. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CHAS.  H.  LORING, 

Chief  Engineer^  V.  S.  N, 
CHAS.  E.  De  VALIN, 

Chief  Engineer,  U,  S.  N, 
EDWARD  FARMER, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  N. 
GEO.  D.  EMMONS. 

Chief  Engineer,  U,  8.  N, 
JOSEPH  TKILLEY, 

Chief  Engineer,  L\  S.  y. 
Conmodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy*  Yard,  Jioston, 


Commandant's  Office. 
Navif'Yard,  Boston,  August  21,  187;'. 

Iforvard  herewith  the  report  of  board  appointed  by  the  bureau  for  the  trial  of  the  engiues 
« the  Adams. 

ED.  T.  ADAMS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Steam-  Engineering, 


Hol91.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerinw, 

Washington,  July  29,  187.5. 

Sot:  Passed  Assistant  Engineer  J.  G.  Brosnahan,  No.  60  Second  Place,  Brooklyn,  N. 
T.,  and  Assistant  Engineer  G.  L.  Gates,  Portsmouth  navy -yard,  have  been  notified  to  report 


344  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

to  70a  as  assistants  to  the  board  for  the  trial  of  the  enji^ines  of  the  Adams,  when  70a  s\lb^ 
notify  them  that  their  services  are  required  for  said  trial. 
Respectfulfy, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD. 

Chief  of  Bmeau. 
Commodore  £.  T.  Nichols, 

CommaHdant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 
I  IVashington,  July  20,  1675. 

Sir  :  Chief  Engineer  Charles  E.  De  Yaliii  has  been  directed  to  report  to  70a  when  iim^ 
machiner7  of  the  Adams  is  read7  for  the  second  trial.  Orders  will  be  issued  to  him  to  repor- 
to  70a  for  dut7,  and  also  to  Chief  Engineer  Trille7  and  Assistant  Engineer  Warren,  wheiB 
ever  von  shall  notify  them  that  their  services  are  required.  Yon  will  appoint  a  board  cooa 
posed  of  Chief  Engineers  De  Valin,  Farmer,  and  Trille7  to  conduct  the  trial,  which  will  \^ 
continued  as  long  as  the  board  deems  nece88ar7  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactoT7  determination  i^ 
to  the  character  of  the  engine. 

Respectfulfy,  W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chirf  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy^  Yard,  Boston, 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanC9  Office^  August  9,  1675. 

Gentlemen  *.  You  are  hereb7  appointed  a  board  to  conduct  the  trial  of  the  engines  u^ 
machiner7  of  the  Adams,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Eng^ 
neering,  under  date  of  JUI7  20,  1875,  cop7  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed. 
You  will  please  report  the  result  of  the  trial  in  duplicate. 
Ver7  respectfulfy, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Engineer  E.  De  Valin.  U.  S.  N. 
Chief  Engineer  Edward  Farmer,  U.  S.  N. 
Chief  Engineer  Joseph  Tkilley,  U.  S,  N. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

August  20,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  70ur  order,  dated  August  9,  1875,  a  cop7  of  which  is  herewith  re^ 
Bpectfull7  inclosed,  to  conduct  the  trial  of  the  engines  and  machinerv  of  United  Stated 
steamer  Adams,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerings 
dated  JUI7  20,  1875,  we  beg  to  make  the  following  report,  viz  : 

Fires  were  lighted  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant,  and  the  engines  were  started  on  tho 
morning  of  the  1 1th.  New  brasses  having  been  fitted  to  the  crank-pins,  it  was  thought  best 
to  commence  running  at  about  thirt7-eight  revolutions,  and  increltse  the  speed  £^raduall7 
until  eight  hundred  horse-power  should  be  developed.  At  each  increase  of  speed  the  engines 
continued  to  work  smoothl7,  and  the  journals  kept  cool.  On  Saturda7,  toe  14th  instant, 
at  noon,  it  was  decided  to  stop  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  alterations  in  the  main  feed 
8afet7-valve,  which  began  to  give  trouble  as  the  speed  was  increased.  At  12  meridian  on 
the  16th  instant,  revolutions  were  increased  to  about  fift7-four,  and  that  speed  was  continued 
for  twent7-four  hours,  as  nearfy  as  it  was  possible  to  regulate  tlie  fires  ;  the  highest  number 
for  an7  one  hour  being  56.4,  and  the  lowest  50.  There  was  a  great  improvement  in  the 
working  of  the  engines  when  compared  with  the  former  trial.  The  journals  worked 
smoothlv,  kept  cool,  and  ver7  little,  if  an7,  water  was  used  on  them.  The  performance  of 
the  condenser  was  better  than  on  the  previous  trial,  but  was  not  as  good  as  could  be  wished, 
the  average  vacuum  being  21.63  for  the  twent7-four  hours.  When  making  fewer  revolu- 
tions, 26'^was  often  shown.  The  temperature  of  the  feed  rose  to  an  average  of  134.95^, 
but  the  feed-pumps  g^ave  no  trouble  after  its  safetv- valve  had  been  adjusted. 

The  board  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  machiner7  had  been  as  thoroughl7  tested  as  it 
could  be  in  a  dock-trial,  the  engines  were  stopped  on  the  17th  instant,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m. 
Steam  was  kept  up  to  test  the  tightness  of  the  pistons,  valves,  and  steam-jackets.     While 
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hupecting  the  steam-jacket  of  the  forward  cylinder,  a  crack  was  discovered  in  the  pass-over 
TilTe-chamber  8  inches  long,'  a  drawing  of  which,  showing  its  location,  is  herewith  in- 
dosed.  This  board,  nnder  its  instructions,  does  not  feel  warranted  in  taking  any  action  in 
tk  matter  beyond  reporting  it.  The  pistons  are  not  perfectly  tight,  bat  we  are  of  the  opin- 
ion tbiU  it  is  not  best  to  set  the  packing  out  at  present.  The  valves  are  tight ;  the  cylinders, 
Talve-faces,  crank-pins  and  their  brasses,  cross-head  slides,  and  crank-shaft  journals,  except 
the  forward  end  of  the  after  one,  are  all  smooth  and  wearing  well. 

The  forward  end  of  the  front  brass  in  the  after  ioumal  mentioned  above  must  have  been 
heated  in  the  former  trial,  and  is  slightly  cracked,  but  not  enough  to  be  condemned.  All 
of  the  deficiencies  anddefects  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  board  convened  by  your  order 
of  the  32d  of  June,  ]075,  have  been  remedied,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  condenser  which 
has  been  described  above.  The  boilers  made  steam  freel  v.  They  are  now  being  cleaned, 
and  will  be  calked  as  soon  as  the  cleaning  is  finished.  The  smoke-pipe  was  hoisted  to  the 
height  of  50  feet  above  the  grate. 
We  iDclose  a  copy  of  the  log  and  indicator-cards. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CHAS.  E.  DE  VALIN, 

Chief  Engineer, 
EDWARD  FARMER, 

Chief  Engineer, 
JOSEPH  TRILLEY, 

Chief  Engineer, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Xavy-  Yard,  Boston, 


Commandant's  Office. 
I     Navy- Yard,  Boston,  August  27,  1875. 

1  forward  herewith  list  of  articles  delivered  to  the  contractors  for  the  machineiy  of  the 
Inited  States  steamer  Adams. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Cinnmandani. 
Engineer.  in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood.  U.  S.  N.. 

Steam-  Engineering, 


^^79.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerino, 

Washington,  July  17,  1875. 

°nt:  Some  changes  have  been  found  necessary  in  the  condenser  of  the  Adams,  with  some 
otoer  adjostments,  &c,  before  it  is  accepted  by  the  Oovemment,  and  the  contractors  request 
"'^  in  testing  this  machinery,  afler  making  such  changes,  they  may  be  supplied  with  the 
''^^MMy  coal,  oil,  waste,  &c. 

^isase  direct  that  they  be  accommodated  as  requested,  and  forward  report  of  material,  Slc, 
^  by  them,  with  cost  of  same,  to  the  bureau. 
fiespectfuUy, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston. 

Chief  Engineer's  Department, 
Inspector's  Office,  August  26,  1875. 

Sir  :  Id  compliance  with  bureau's  order  of  the  17th  ultimo,  regarding  trial  of  machinery  of 

Inited  States  sloop  Adams  by  the  contractors,  after  making  certain  alterations  in  adjost- 

nientg,  dec,  and  directing  that  they  be  furnished  with  coal,  oil,  waste,  &c.,  and  a  list  with 

CO  t  of  same  forwarded  to  the  bureau,  I  respectfully  report  that  the  following  articles  were 

itfoed  for  that  purpose,  viz : 

S4i  tons  coal,  (fiomiished  by  equipment) $583  05 

42  pounds  oatmeal 71 

60  pounds  cotton-waste 9  00 
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95  gallons  olive-oil |133 

8  feet  ^m-hose,  1^-  inch 7 

i  gross  circular  lamp- wicks 1 

100  common  indicator-cards 1 

3  lead-pencils,  No.  3 

4  drawing-tacks I 

736 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 

Chief  Engineer^  U,8.N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols.  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Navy-  Yard,  Boston^  Mass, 


CO 

€6 
JO 
$24 


No.  101.] 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  SxEAM-ENqiN erring, 
fVashingtony  September  lAj  1675. 

Sir  :  The  Atlantic  Works  having  completed  their  contract  in  all  respects  for  the  macbi 
nery  of  the  United  States  sloop  Adams,  and  requesting  the  bureau  to  relieve  them  from  furthe: 
care  of  same,  you  will  please  direct  that  the  machinery  be  accepted  at  the  Boston  navy-yard, 
and  that  the  same  be  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  preservation. 
Respectfully,  • 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

CoJhmandant  Navy-Yard^  BostoHy  Mass. 


Commandant's  Office, 
Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  October  5,  1875. 

I  forward  herewith  repr>Tt  of  the  board  appointed  by  direction  of  bureau's  letter  of  I6th 
ultimo,  to  conduct  the  trial  of  the  engines  and  machinery  of  the  United  States  sloop  Essex. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Steam' Engineering. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Enqineering, 

Washington,  September  16,  1875. 

SIR:  The  bureau  is  informed  that  the  machinery  of  the  United  States  sloop  Essex  is  ready 
for  trial,  with  the  exception  of  painting,  boiler-covering,  &c.,  and  that  it  is  desired  that  the 
machinery  be  tried  in  its  present  condition.  You  will  please  direct  the  trial  to  be  made  in 
accordance  with  the  same  instructions  issued  March  13,  1875,  for  trial  of  the  United  States 
sloop  Adams.  A  board  of  engineer  officers  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you,  with  Chief 
Eneineer  Loring  as  senior  member,  under  whose  supervision  and  direction  the  trial  will  be 
maae. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols;  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office  September  18,  1875. 

Gentlemen  :  By  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam -Engineering,  under  date  of  the  16th 
instant,  you  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  conduct  the  trial  of  the  engine  and  machinerv 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Essex,  in  accordance  with  the  bureau's  instructions  of  March 
13,  1875,  copy  herewith  inclosed. 
Please  report  in  duplicate. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Chief  Engineer  Charles  H.  Loring,  U.  S.  N. 
Chief  Engineer  C.  E.  De  Valin.  U.  S.  N. 
Chief  Engineer  Edward  Farmer,  U.  S.  N. 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer  James  Butter  worth,  U.  S.  N. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washington,  March  13,  1875. 

Sir:  It  bas  l>«^n  determined  to  make  the  official  steam-trials  of  the  two  iron  sloops, 
Adams  and  Essex,  at  the  Boston  nav  j-yard. 

Chief  Eng^ineer  Charles  H.  Loring  will  be  directed  to  report  to  yon  as  sertior  member  of 
the  board,  nnder  whose  supervision  and  direction  the  trials  will  be  made.  Other  engineer 
officers  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  yon  as  members  of  the  board  and  assistants  thereto. 

You  will  be  pleased,  when  the  machinery  is  reported  ready  for  this  purpose,  to  have  the 
trials  made  unier  the  following  conditions  : 

The  vessels  will  be  secured  to  the  dock,  and  be  brought  sufficiently  by  the  head  to  raise 
the  screw  out  of  the  water,  so  that  by  the  decreased  resistance  a  development  of  5<»0  horse- 
power by  the  engines  will  produce  70  revolutions  per  minute  uninfluenced  by  the  current  of 
the  river. 

The  coal,  which  is  to.be  anthracite,  will  be  accurately  weighed  on  its  way  to  the  dock 
and  filled  into  bags  of  a  fixed  weight  before  it  is  put  on  board  ;  this  check  will  insure  accu- 
racy in  the  coal-account.  If  the  coal  has  much  slack  in  it,  it  will  be  separated  before  bag- 
giog.  Any  coal  on  board  will  be  used  for  preparing  the  machinery  for  tne  trial,  the  amount 
to  be  carefully  measured  as  it  goes  to  the  furnaces. 

The  contractors,  by  the  terms  of  their  contract,  have  the  privilege  of  supplying  their  own 
engineers  to  manage  the  machinery  during  the  trial,  and  if  they  elect  to  do  so  the  naval 
epgiDeers  will  simply  take  the  data  necessary  to  till  the  columns  of  the  logs.  Indicator- 
diagiams  will  be  taken  every  half  hour  from  both  enQs  of  both  cylinders. 

The  steam- pressure  is  to  be  carried  during  the  trial  between  75  and  80  pounds  per  square 
inch  above  the  atmosphere,  if  it  can  be  maintained  ;  if  not,  then  at  the  highest  possible 
pressure;  the  cut-off  valves  to  be  used  to  regulate  this  pressure,  and  varied  so  as  to  equal- 
ise the  work  in  the  two  cylinders.  The  trial  will  commence  whenever  it  is  thought  by  the 
contractor's  agent  and  the  board  that  they  are  in  proper  condition,  and  will  extend  through 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  hours  of  continuous  running.  Nothing  will  be  permitted  that  is 
like! J  to  injure  the  condition  of  machinery.  It  is  not  proposed  to  make  trial  of  the  cost 
0^  the  horse-power  in  pounds  of  water,  but  to  obtain  some  idea  of  the  future  economy  of 
the  machinery.  An  accurate  account  of  the  consumption  of  coal  will  be  kept.  The  details 
for  carrying  into  effect  these  instructions  will  be  made  by  the  board. 

^e  board  will  carefully  examine  the  specifications  under  which  the  machinery  was  built, 
^d  report  whether  all  of  its  requirements  have  been  peiformed,  stating  wherein  deficien- 
cies, if  any,  occnr. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

October  2,  1875. 

.SiR:  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  September  18,  1875,  to  conduct  the  trial  of  the  en- 
S^Q^  and  machinery  of  the  United  States  steamer  Essex,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
?'  the  Borean  of  Steam-Engineering,  dated  September  16, 1875,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
^<^loeed,  we  respectfully  report  as  fSllows : 

^ires  were  lighted  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  September,  and  the  engines  started  in 
^he  forenoon  of  the  same  day.  A  steam-trial  having  been  previously  made  by  the  contractors, 
^he  speed  was  easily  nut  up  to  47  revolutions,  which  was  afterward  increased  to  52.27  for 
thirty  hoars,  and  on  the  last  day's  trial,  for  the  last  three  hours,  an  average  of  57.44  was 
Y^ined  without  any  inconvenience.  The  journals  worked  smoothly  and  kept  cool  without 
^e  use  of  water.  From  the  commencement  of  the  trial  only  about  one-half  of  the  feed- water 
^ould  run  to  the  filter,  and  the  trial  was  interrupted  twice  to  remedy  this  defect,  which  was 
P&ally  done  by  weighting  the  overflow  valves  with  spiral  springs  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
iiigthe  pressure  in  the  hot  well.  The  discharges  from  the  traps  draining  the  steamKlrums 
^d  cylinder-jackets  were  changed  from  the  filter  to  the  hot  well  with  good  results.  The  coal 
||<>rthe  last  eleven  hours  of  the  trial  was  put  into  bags  containing  each  the  same  weight,  be- 
'Ore  being  sent  on  board.  It  was  sent  below  under  the  personal  supervision  of  an  assistant 
^gineer,  and  the  accuracy  of  the  record  of  the  log  may  be  relied  upon.  During  these  eleven 
^^^  indicator-diagrams  were  taken  every  half  hour,  and  from  them  the  average  horse- 
I^wer  is  found  to  be  755.37.  The  coal  for  the  period  was  2,  J  85  pounds,  or  a  cost  of  2.89 
l^nds  per  hour  per  indicated*'horse-power,  the  ashes  being  21.6  per  cent,  of  the  coal  charged, 
^  this  with  boilers  incompletely  covered  and  some  loss  of  water  requiring  salt-feed  and 
^^^cegaitaing  "blowing  to  keep  saturation  down.  It  was  found  possible  to  maintain  a  vacuum 
1*11^  inches,  but  the  engines  appeared  to  make  a  better  performance  with  a  less  vacuum 
^han  this,  and  it  was  so  carried.  The  clearance  at  the  ends  of  the  air-pump  Is  partly  filled 
^iih  wood. 
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We  would  recommend  that  hollow  iron-castings  be  nsed  to  replace  the  wood. 
The  journals  worked  so  satisfactorily  that  it  was  decided  not  to  take  out  the  brasses  for 
examination. 

The  cylinder  and  valve-faces  are  smooth  and  wearing  well,  except  the  forward  valve-seat 
which  is  somewhat  cut,  and  should  be  scraped  by  the  contractors.  We  do  not  enumerate 
the  unfinished  work  and  outfit  not  yet  furnished,  as  it  is  not  claimed  that  the  machinery, 
&c.,  is  completed. 

We  will  forward  a  copy  of  the  log  for  the  most  Important  part  of  the  run,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  copied,  with  the  indicator-diagprams. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants,    « 

CHAS.  H.  LORING, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  5.  N, 
CHAS.  E.  DE  VALIN, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S,  N, 
EDWARD  FARMER, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S,  N, 
JAMES  BITTTERWORTH. 
Fasted  Assistant  Engineer,  U,  S,  N, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, U.  8.  N , 

Commanding  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 


COMMANDANT*8  OFFICE. 
Natfy-Yard,  Boston,  Octobers,  1875. 

I  forward  herewith  report  of  board  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  plan  for  relief  of 
working  of  filter  on  the  Essex. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Steam- Engineering, 


No.  113.  ]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering. 

Washington,  October  2,  1875. 

Sir  :  Please  appoint  a  board  of  five  engineer  officers  (including  Chief  Engineer  Loring) 
to  examine  and  report  upon  plan  for  relief  of  working  of  fiilter  on  the  Essex,  and  to  state 
what  is  a  fair  cost  for  the  same. 

Also,  please  direct  that  such  material  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  work  be  furnished,  to- 
gether with  such  as  may  be  required  for  the  work  of  correcting  the  drain-discharges  trom 
steam-drums  and  iackets. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston, 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  5,  1875. 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  the  Bureau  of  Steam- 
EngineeriDg,  Tou  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  examine  and  report  upon  plan  for  relief 
of  working  of  filter  on  the  United  States  sloop  Erscx. 

You  will  report  in  duplicate,  stating  what  is  a  fair  cost  for  the  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore,  Commandant, 
Chief  Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart,  U.  S.  N., 
Chief  Engineer  C.  H.  LoRiNG,  U    S.  N., 
Chief  Engineer  Edvv.  Farmer,  U.  S.  N., 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Jas.  Bltterworth,  U.  S.  N., 
Assistant  Engineer  A.  F.  Dixon,  V.  S.  N.,  .      ^ 

Naval  Station,  Boston,  Mass.  ' 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Chief  Engineer's  Office,  October  7,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yoar  order,  dated  October  5,  to  examine  and  report  upon  a  plan  for 

relief  of  working  of  filter  on  the  United  States  sloop  Essex,  in  accordance  with  the  order 

from  the  Boreaa  of  Steam-En^^ineering,  dated  October  2,  we  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

liVe  have  examined  and  approve  of  the  plan  devised  for  the  relief  of  the  filter  of  the 

United  States  sloop  Essex,  and  we  consider  $130  a  fair  cost  for  the  work,  the  Bureau  of 

Lm-£n^neering  famishing  the  materials. 

Very  respectfull  v, 

H.  H.  STEWART,  Chief  Engineer, 
CHAS.  H.  LORING,  Chief  Engineer. 
EDWARD  FARMER.  Chief  Engineer, 
JAMES   BUTTERWORTH,  Passed  Assistant  Engineer. 
A.  F.  DIXON,  Assistant  Engineer. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant, 


No.  1J6.J  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerino, 
Washington,  October  8,  1875. 

Sir  :  Please  furnish  to  the  American  Tube  Works  samples  of  ferrules  used  for  tubes  in 
boilers  of  the  United  States  sloops  Adams  and  Essex  and  Vandalia,  to  enable  them  to  cut 
the  proper  threads  in  the  new  tubes  ordered  for  these  vessels ;  also,  please  loan  to  the  above 
jfQvu  toe  lathe-fittings  u^ed  in  cutting  tubes  for  the  Vandalia. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy' Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


No.  118.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerino, 

Washington,  October  14,  1875. 

Sir*.  The  bureau  has  this  day  accepted  the  offer  of  the  Atlantic  Works,  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed. 

Please  give  the  necessary  instructions  to  carry  out  this  work,  to  be  done  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Chief  Engineer  Stewart. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

dmrnandant,  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 


Boston,  October  13,  1875. 

pEAR  Sir  :  The  Atlantic  Works  hereby  propose  to  alter  the  boilers  of  the  sloops  of  war 
Adams  and  Essex  as  follows : 

To  take  out  thirty-two  of  the  movable  tubes,  to  reaqa  out  the  back  tube-sheet  to  the  size 
of  the  tube,  and  replace  them  with  new  tubes  furnished  by  the  Departrrient,  one  end  with  a 
ferrule  as  before,  and  the  other  end  set  with  a  roller  expander.  To  take  out  the  remaining 
SIX  movable  tubes  in  each  boiler,  and  close  up  the  holes  with  cast-iron  plugs  with  a  sunk 
'^s  for  screwing  them  in ;  also,  to  take  out  tnree  of  the  set-tubes  in  eaco  boiler,  and  plug 
^P^c  holes  in  the  tube-sheets  in  a  similar  manner  with  cast  iron  screw-plugs,  the  twelve 
to  be  made  tight  and  tested  by  hvdrautic  pressure.  Also,  to  take  out  the  smoke-stacks  and 
i?f^'  f<^t,  more  or  less,  off  each  section,  making  the  stack,  when  extended  to  its  full  height, 
4o  feet  above  the  srate-surface ;  to  replace  the  same  in  the  vessel,  with  the  casing,  umbrella, 
and  gnyg  ^u  |q  i^eir  proper  condition,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inspecting  engineer, 
on  condition  that  the  vessels  be  placed  under  the  shears  of  the  Government.  We  will  per- 
lorm  the  labor  and  furnish  the  material,  with  the  exception  of  the  brass  tubes  and  ferrules, 
Mftbove  described,  for  the  sum  of  $1,800  for  each  vessel,  or  $3,600  for  the  two  vessels. 

Hoping  our  proposal  may  be  accepted,  we  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

ATLANTIC  WORKS, 

^  NELSON  CURTIS,  Agent. 

W.  W.  w.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Cliief  of  Bureau  of  Steam- Engineering,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Chief  Engineer's  Office,  October  18,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  that  the  United  States  steamer  Adams  be  placed  under  tbe 
shears  for  the  purpose  of  takioeout  the  smoke-pipe ;  also,  that  men  from  the  Atlantic  Works 
be  permitted  to  work  on  board  of  her,  accordinji^  to  the  contract  made  with  the  Bureau  of 
Steam- En^neerin^,  dated  October  13,  1873. 
Very  respectfully, 

EDWARD  FARMER, 

Chief  Emginetr. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N. 


Commandant's  Office, 
Navy-Yard,  Boston,  October  21,1875. 

I  forward  herewith  copy  of  letter  from  Chief  Engineer  Stewart,  in  regard  to  repairs  neces- 
sary to  the  sliding  clutch  ou  the  propeller- shaft  of  the  United  States  sloop  Adams,  and  ask- 
ing whether  the  cost  of  the  same  shall  be  borne  by  the  contractors  or  the  Bureau  of  Steam- 
Encrineering. 
The  Instructions  of  the  bureau  are  requested  in  the  matter. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N.  , 

Suam- Engineering, 


United  States  Na^v-Yard,  Boston, 

Chief  Engineers  Office,  Oetobm- 20,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  sliding-clutch  on  the  forward  end  of  the  pro- 
peller-shaft of  the  United  States  sloop  Adams  was  found  set  so  tight  that  it  could  not  be 
moved  by  the  usual  means ;  in  driving  a  wedge  between  the  couplings,  the  concussion  of 
the  blow  caused  the  wrought-iron  baud (3^'  by  I")  to  break  in  the  weld ;  the  fracture  shows 
the  weld  to  have  been  very  imperfect,  and  probably  it  had  been  shrunk  on  too  tight,  as  the 
ends  separated  half  an  inch. 

In  order  to  reweld  it,  or  put  a  new  one  on,  the  shafl  will  have  to  be  moved  aft  far  enough 
to  permit  of  the  clutch  being  taken  off.   As  this  will  require  considerable  labor  and  expense, 
I  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  bureau  will  consider  the  work  shall  be  done  by  this 
department  or  by  the  contractors. 
Very  respectfully, 

H    H.  STEWART, 

Chief  Engineer, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant, 


No.  122.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Steam-Engineekino,  . 

Washington,  October  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  Please  direct  the  work  referred  to  by  Chief  Engineer  Stewart  in  his  letter  inclosed 
in  your  letter  No.  241  of  the  21st  instant,  as  necessary  to  the  sliding  clutch  on  the  propeller- 
shaft  of  the  Adams,  be  done  by  and  at  the  expense  of  this  bureau. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.W.WOOD, 

Chitf  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 


No.  120.]  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washington,  October  21,  1875. 

Sir:  The  board  that  conducted  the  steam- trial  •f  the  machinery  of  the  Essex  reported 
that  the  main  valve  and  seat  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder  needed  rescraping. 
The  contractors  state  that,  in  their  opinion,  so  to  do  would  be  disadvantagous. 
In  the  absence  of  Chief  Engineer  De  Valin  please  direct  one  of  the  chief  engineers  of  the 
yard  to  examine  it,  making  his  determination  known^o  the  contractors,  who  will  be  governed 
thereby. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Chief  Ennineer's  Office,  October  25,   1875. 

:  Id  obedience  to  your  order  dated  the  23d  iDstant,  I  hi^ve  made  a  careful  examina- 
tioxx.  of  the  main  valve  and  seat  of  the  high^pressure  cylinder  of  the  Essex,  and  find  the 
y^l^v^e  slightly  scered  at  the  ends.    The  valve-seat  is  cut  less  than  the  valve. 

'X'lus  machinery  was  In  operation  several  hours  after  the  valve  was  examined  by  the  boards 
aod  its  appearance  now  indicates  that  it  has  a  good  bearing,  and  by  use  the  cutting  would 
BooKm  disappear.     In  my  opinion  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  rescrape  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 

Chief  Engineer, 
CI7ommodore  E.  T.  "NrcHOLS,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy' Yard,  Boston, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  26,  1875. 

Sx^K:  By  direction  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam -Engpneering  I  inclose  herewith, 
for     your  information  and  guidance,  copy  of  the  report  of  Chief  Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart, 
Tii^oKA  the  main  valve  and  seat  of  the  high-pressure  cylinder  on  the  Essex. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 

L«  Superintendent  Atlantic  Works, 

East  Boston,  Mass, 


Ko«    J28.]  Navy  Depart»ient,  Bureau  op  Steam-Engineering, 

IVashington,  November  1,  1875. 

.  ^'^J  Chief  Engineer  Loring  informs  the  bureau  that  new  ferrules  are  required  to  replace 
^^J^  destroyed  in  removing  tlie  screwed  tubes  from  the  Essex  and  Adams. 

"l^age  direct  the  chief  engineer  to  procure  the  necessary  ferrules  for  these  vessels  by  get- 
"^S*  prices  from  responsible  brass-finishers  in  Boston  and  awarding  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 
g-^  Chief  of  Bureau. 

'--oininodore  E.  T.  Nichols.  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston. 


Co^^xnodoro  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

an<l  ^-Ef^^^c  chief  engineer  to  make  a  contract  with  same  parties  who  covered  boilers  of  Adams 
.^^sex  to  cover  boilers  of  Vandalia  in  same  manner,  with  galvanized  sheet-iron,  the 
^^  to  be  done  with  all  possible  expedition. 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 


^•]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  November  16,  1875. 
^:  I  forward  herewith  certificate  of  receipt  and  inspection  of  brass  tubes  received  from 
*"^  American  Tube  Works,  as  per  bureau  order  of  September  27,  1875. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 
n  *  Commodore,  Commandant. 

^-Dgineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  8  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam- Engineering,   tfashington,  D;  C. 
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No.  109.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  op  Steam-Engineering, 

fFashingtOHt  September  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  Please  have  made  the  following  chaDges  in  the  tabing  of  the  boilers  of  the  Adams, 
EsseXf  and  Vandalia :  All  the  movable  tubes,  together  with  the  three  expanded  tubes  di- 
rectly over  the  crown  of  the  furnace,  are  to  be  removed,  and  such  tubes  only  as  are  shown 
in  the  accompanying  tracing  are  to  be  replaced.  The  tubes  are  to  be  No.  1 1  wire-gauge  thick- 
ness, and  fitted  as  shown  in  the  drawing.  The  back  tube-sheets  are  to  be  rebor^  to  the 
diameter  of  the  tubes,  and  the  ends  of  the  tubes  at  back  connection  are  to  be  set  with  a 
dudgeon  roller-expander.  The  holes  in  the  tube-sheets,  where  the  holes  are  omitted,  are  to  be 
plugged  in  a  thorough  manner,  as  shown  on  tracing  in  red.  The  bureau  has  ordered  from  the 
American  Tube  Works  832  seamless  drawn  tubes,  6  feet  3^  inches  long,  2^  foot  outside  di- 
ameter, for  this  purpose.  When  received,  inspected,  and  accepted,  please  so  inform  the 
bureau,  that  the  proper  credit  may  be  given. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD. 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


No.  138.]  •  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Stbam-Engineerino, 
Washington,  November  29,  1875. 

Sir  :  A  6  by  6  Cutter  engine,  &c.,  complete,  has  been  directed  to  be  shipped  at  once  firoi 
the  Washington  to  the  Boston  navy-yard,  for  the  Essex. 

Respectfully, 

^         ^  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD. 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  December  9,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  directing  the  reduction  of  force  a< 
«oou  as  the  Vandalia  is  ready  for  sea,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  Chie- 
Engineer  Stewart  in  regard  to  work  on  the  Adams  and  Essex.  As  the  bureau's  order  au- 
thorizes work  upon  the  Vandalia  only,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  continuing  it  upon  the  Wa- 
chusett,  Adams,  and  Essex,  and  have  therefore  ordered  its  discontinuance.  The  bureau's 
order  also  directs  that  the  expenses  of  the  department  be  reduced  to  an  average  of  $5,000 
per  month  for  the  fiscal  year.  Already,  or  at  the  end  of  the  present  month,  $48,200  will 
have  been  spent,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1 1,800  for  the  remaining  six  months,  or  $1,966  per 
month,  a  sum  not  more  tnan  sufficient  to  pay  the  permanent  force. 

Very  respectfully,  ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Chiff  of  Bureau  of  Steam- Engineering,  Washington, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

Washington,  December  7,  1875. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  expenditures  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  Bo«ton 
navy-yard,  the  force  now  employea  may  be  continued  so  long  as  can  be  worked  to  advan- 
tage on  the  Vandalia  until  her  machinery  is  ready  for  sea,  when  you  will  please  order  said 
force  reduced  so  that  the  average  monthly  expenditure  for  the  fiscal  year  shall  be  brought 
within  the  allowance  named  in  bureau's  letter  of  June  30,  t.  e.,  $5,000  per  month. 
This  course  is  necessary  in  view  of  our  limited  appropriation. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Navv-Yard,  Boston, 
Chief  Engineer's  Office,  December  9,  1875. 

SIR:  In  obedience  to  3'our  order,  I  have  to  report  that  to  complete  the  eng^ine  department 
of  the  United  States  steamers  Adams  and  Essex  for  sea,  the  following  work  is  required,  in 
addition  to  that  being  done  by  contract,  viz  :  Adams :  new  valve-stems  and  springs  on  bot- 
well  relief-valves ;  drain-pipes  changed  from  filter  to  hot-well ;  guards  on  engine-room 
Udders;  drain-cocks  in  piping;  zinc  slabs  in  boilers,  drums, and  hot-well;  casting  in  air- 
pomp  to  diminish  space  at  each  end ;  bunkers  to  be  erected  over  and  back  of  the  boilers 
and  altered  to  suit  tne  wind  apparatus  ;  machinery,  water-tanks,  and  coal-bunkers  to  be 
pat  in.  Essex:  Zinc  slabs  in  boilers,  drums,  and  hot-wells  ;  bunkers  to  be  erected  over  and 
back  of  the  boilers  and  altered  to  suit  the  wiud  attachment.  'All  the  work  mentioned  in  this 
report  is  now  progressing,  but  will  be  suspended  to-night  in  obedience  to  the  bureau's  order. 
The  coal -bunkers  and  their  alterations  will  require  the  longest  time;  the  whole,  however, 
can  be  completed  in  fifteen  days,  if  required. 

Iwonld  also  state  that  the  coal-bunkers  had   to  be  removed  to  put  the  "wind  attach- 
ments "  on  the  boilers. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 

Chief  Engineer. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols.  U.  S.  N., 

Cominnntiant. 


United  States  Navy-Yard.  Boston, 

Chief  Engineer's  Office,  Deiember  US,  1875. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  that  the 
"pass  safety-valves  *'  removed  from  the  boilers  of  the  Adams  and  Essex,  in  obedience  to  the 
terbal  order  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  have  been  returned  with  covers  on  them,  and  have 
been  put  in  place  on  the  boil.'r!<  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Ashcroft. 
Very  respectfullv, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 

Chief  £ns(ine.er. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

ComniandanCs  Office,  Deamher  :l8,  1876. 

Sir  :  Chief  Engineer  Stewart  reports  that  the  pass  safety-valves  removed  from  the  boilers 
of  the  Adams  and  Essex,  in  obedience  to  the  verbul  order  of  the  chief  of  bureau,  have  been 
retained  with  covers  on  them  and  have  been  put  in  place  on  the  boilers  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Ash- 
croft 

Verv  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 

Eugineer-iu  Chief,  W.  W.  W.  Wood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steum^ Engineering.  JVushington,  D.C. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  February  9,  J 876. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  report  of  the  board  appointed  to  examine  the  duplicate  parts, 
spares,  dtc,  furnished  by  the  Atlantic  Works  for  the  Essex,  as  required  by  bureau  letter  of 
I-<th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 

EDgineer-iu-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ht earn- Engineering. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 23 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

ffashingtan,  Januar§  18, 1876^ 

Sir  :  Please  appoint  a  board  to  examine  the  duplicate  parts,  spares,  &«.,  farDished  by  the 
Atlantic  Works  tor  the  Essex,  and  to  report  whether  all  have  been  furnished  as  required  by 
contract ;  and,  if  so,  that  the  engines  be  formally  accepted  from  the  contractors. 
Respectifully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

ChUf  of  Buretit. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols.  U.  S.  N  , 

Commandant  Navy-Yatdt  Boston,  Mass, 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

February  8,  1876. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  20th  ultimo,  we 
have  examined  the  duplicate  parts,  spars,  &c.,  furnished  by  the  Atlantic  Works  for  the 
Essex,  and  find  them  to  have  been  furnished  as  required  by  contract. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHAHD  M.  BARTLEMAN, 

Chitf  Engineer,  U,  8.  N. 
EDWARD  FARMER, 

Chirf  Engineer,  U.  S,  N, 
JAMES  BUTTERWORTH, 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer,  U.S.N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N, 

Commandant  Navy- Yafd,  Boston, 


No.  43.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  March  7,  1676. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith,  as  required  by  bureau-letter  of  the  2d  instant,  the  bill  of  £. 
H.  Ashcroft  for  $143,  bearing  the  certificate  of  Chief  Engineer  R.  M.  Bartleman  that  the 
work  was  satisfactorily  performed  and  the  price  reasonable. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant. 
Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  oj  Steam- Engineering,  tVashington,  D.  C. 


Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

March  2,  1876. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  fiud  bill  of  E.  H.  Ashcroft  for  $143  for  restoring  iron-work  on  boil- 
ers of  Adams  and  Essex,  after  attaching  the  Wiard  apparatus. 

If  the  bill  is  reasonable,  and  the  work  satisfactorily  performed,  please  direct  the  chief 
engineer  to  so  certify  and  return  the  bill  to  the  bureau. 

Respectfully,  W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Chief  of  Burean. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nary-Yard^  Boston,  Mass. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  November  5,  1873. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  a  contract  with  you  for  building  a  steam  screw-propeller  sloop 
of  war  of  about  640  tons,  together  with  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  |150,000  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  contract,  both  of  which  you  will  please  have  properly  executed  and  returned 
to  the  bureau  without  delay. 

The  specifications  for  building  the  vessel  referred  to  in  and  constituting  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract are  also  inclosed. 
Respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay,  East  Boston,  Mass, 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construciion  and  Repair, 

Washington,  Duember  6,  1873. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  yoar  letter  of  the  2d  instaDt,  herewith  please  fiDd  a  copy  of  jour  con- 
tract with  this  bureau  dated  November  8,  1873,  for  buildiog  a  sloop  of  war,  forwarded  as 
requested. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HAN8C0M, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Donald  McKay,  East  Boston. 


East  Boston,  January  30,  1874. 

Sir  :  As  I  understand  there  are  in  the  Boston  yard  many  surplus  articles,  timber,  lumber, iron, 

composition,  and  copper,  which  I  may  require  in  the  construction  of  the  new  sloop  of  war 

now  building  by  me,  under  contract,  and  which  are  superior  in  oualUy  to  those  purchaseable 

outside,  I  respectfully  request  that  the  commandant  otthat  yara  be  authorized  to  deliver  to 

me,  St  Government  cost,  such  of  the  above  articles  as  may  be  on  hand  and  can  be  spared, 

and  as  I  may  require  from  time  to  time,  for  the  above  purpose,  under  approval  of  the  officer 

ropemsing  the  construction  of  the  vessel ;   the  cost  of  such  articles  to  be  charged  against 

my  contract  for  building  said  sloop  of  war. 

As  I  may  require  the  bending  of  the  water-ways,  plank-sheers,  and  chocks,  and  some  gal> 
nnizing  work  to  be  done,  I  would  also  request  that  your  order  to   the  commandant  may 
inchde  the  same,  the  cost  to  be  charged  agaiust  my  contract  in  like  manner. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 

Chief  Constructor,  Isaiah  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Rtpair,Mary  Department   Washington^  D.  C. 


East  Boston,  February  5,  1874. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  30th  to  the  Department,  asking  permission  for  the  GU}vemm%nt 
to  famish  me  with  such  articles  in  the  construction  of  the  sioop  of  war,  at  cost,  as  I  might 
require,  and  that  can  be  spared  from  the  yard,  on  inquiry,  I  find  the  article  of  bar-copper 
thirtj>foQr  cents  on  the  books,  six  cents  higher  than  the  price  in  Washington.  How  can 
this  matter  be  arranged,  that  I  shall  not  be  charged  more  than  the  Government  price  in 
Washiogton  ?  The  price  on  the  books  in  the  Boston  yard  probably  is  regulated  by  the 
lu^  price  of  the  raw  material  some  four  or  six  months  ago. 

By  the  instructions  from  the  Department,  I  claim  that  the  price  of  copper  delivered  to  me 
should  not  exceed  the  Government  cost  of  manufacture  at  the  present  time. 

As  I  am  in  immediate  need  of  copper,  will  you  please  instruct  the  authorities  here,  giving 
tbem  the  Oovemment  cost,  chargeable  to  me  on  delivery. 
Most  respectfully,  yours, 

DONALD  McKAY, 
Bv  R.  M. 
I.  Hanscom, 

(JhufoJ  Bureau  of  Construction. 


Navy  Departmknt, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  March  13,  1874. 

SiR:  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  first  payment  under  your  contract  for  building  a 
sloop  of  war,  approved  for  $13,365,  payable  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston.     The  triplicate  is 
retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed  for  the  amount. 
There  are  forwarded  to  you  by  this  day's  mail  a  supply  of  blanks,  which  you  will  please 
in  making  your  bills  for  future  payments. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 

Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 
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Navy  Department, 
Blkeau  of  Construction  anp  Repair, 

Washington,  April  20,  1874. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  second  payment,  due  under  your  contract  of  No 
vember  H,  1873,  for  building  a  sloop  of  war,  approved  for  $13,365,  payable  by  the  pajr 
master  at  Boston. 

The  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau  and  a  requisition  passed. 
KespectfuUy,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 

CU  ief  of  Burea  u . 
Donald  McKay, 

Jut  St  Boston, 


East  Boston,  May  5,  1874. 

Sir*.  According  to  the  conditions  of  a  contract  made  with  you  November  8,  1873,  ac  1 
ing  under  the  authority  of  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  whereby  I  bind  m^: 
self  to  build  the  hull  of  a  steam  sloop  of  war  according  to  plans,  specifications,  and  tio^x 
given  in  said  contract,  where  all  live-oak  is  furnished  by  the  Government,  viz  : 

That  said  vessel  shall   be  launched  within   six  months,  and  be  delivered  at ^ 

nine  months  from  the  dato  of  signing  said  contract ;  and  in  the  event  of  any  neglect  c= 
failure  on  my  part  to  fally  complete  the  said  sloop  of  war  within  the  specified  time, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $50  per  day  for  each  and  eves' 
day  delaved :  provided  the  delay  has  not  been  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  contracr  ■ 
ors  for  the  steam-machinery,  or  by  an  unavoidable  accident,  or  by  the  action  of  the  Nav^  . 
Department. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  I  would  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  th»* 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  within  ten  days  of  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  launching,  and  wha  I' 
waiting  for  it,  the  last  delivery  of  the  live-oak  frame  was  made. 

Consequently,  I  claim  an  extension  of  time  equivalent  to  the  time  delayed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  delivering  the  frame,  to  enable  me  to  launch  the  said  steam  sloop  of  war  ac- 
cording to  the  conditions  of  ray  contract,  without  forfeiture. 
Yours  most  respectfully, 

DONALD  McKAY. 

Isaiah  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  (^instruction  and  Repair. 


Navy  Department, 
BiREAT  OF  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  June  4,  1874. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  third  payjiient  on  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  yon 
under  contract  dated  November  8,    1873,  approved  for  $13,365,  payable  by   the  paymas- 
ter at  Boston. 
The  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed  for  the  amount. 
Respectfully,  Ac, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boaton. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  Jniy  9,  1&74. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  fourth  payment  on  the  sloop  of  war  building  by  yon, 
approved  for  $13,3(>5,  payable  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston. 
The  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed  for  the  amount. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureiu, 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston, 
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Navy  DtrARTMENT, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  August  J2,  1874. 

Sir:  IncIoAed  please  find  bill  for  fifth  payment  under  jour  contract  for  building  a  sloop 
y^  war,  approved  for  $13,365,  payable  by  tbe  paymaster  at  Boston. 

The  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed  for  the  amount. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Ckitf  of  Bureau, 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  September  7,  1674. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  sixth  payment  on  sloop  of  war  building  by  you  under 
r^ontract  of  November  8,  1873,  approved  for  |l3,365,  payable  by  tbe  paymaster  at  Boston. 
Tbe  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed  for  the  amount. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 

Donald  McKay. 

East  Boston, 


East  Boston,  September  17,  1874. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  11th  was  duly  received.  In  replv  would  say  that  no  doubt  the 
eutin^s  for  the  stern-work  of  the  sloop  of  war  can  be  made  better  and  more  satisfactorily 
by  the  Government  than  in  any  other  way,  and  will  accept  of  your  offer  as  you  propose,  at 
cost. 

I  think  tbe  Palm  mold  or  pattern  must  be  sent  here  and  fitted  to  the  ship,  or  rather  trim 
the  ship  to  fit  the  mold,  supposing  there  cannot  be  much  trimming  required,  and,  of  course, 
would  not  alter  your  mold.  And  by  giving  the  neat  distance  from  a  point  representing  the 
center  of  the  rudder  to  a  straight  line  along  the  bottom  of  the  keel,  the  whole  thing  can  be 
cast,  as  no  doubt  the  shoe  part  will  fit,  as  my  keel  and  post  are  made  to  the  neat  size,  as 
reomred. 

There  are  so  many  different  castings,  both  composition  and  iron,  required  about  the  hull, 
inside  and  outside  the  sloop  of  war,  and  also  iron-work  that  can  be  made  and  fitted  here  in 
the?ard,but  requires  your  permission,  and  which  I  most  respectfully  ask ;  so  that  whatever 
work  can  be  done  for  me  on  the  sloop  of  war,  without  interfering  with  the  work  in  the  yard, 
I  will  pay  the  cost. 

1  would  also  ask  your  permission  that  I  may  receive  whatever  sheet- lead  and  lead-pipe, 
kt.,  alto  whatever  brass  trimmings  may  be  required  about  the  hull  or  in  the  wardrooms 
or  cabin,  (that  can  be  spared  from  the  yard,)  in  fitting  out  the  sloop  of  war. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

DONALD  McKAY. 

I-  Hanscom,  Esq., 

C kief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 


East  Boston,  October  6,  1874. 

I)kar  Sir  :  I  am  intending  to  launch  the  new  sloop  of  war,  which  I  am  building  for  the 
OoTemment,  the  24th  instant,  and  would  most  respectfully  ask  for  the  use  of  some  launching 
material,  such  as  hawsers  and  smaller  lines ;  also  suitable  chains  to  secure  the  launch-ways 
aft,  and  mooring-cbains,  one  anchor,  some  cork  fenders,  with  suitable  colors  for  the  occasion ; 
all  of  which  shall  be  faithfully  returned  with  the  ship. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

DONALD  McKAY. 

I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bur§au  of  Construction  and  Repair. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

fVashingtOH,  October  8, 1674. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  jour  request,  instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  Washing^ 
yard  to  have  cast,  and  forwarded  to  you  for  the  new  sloop,  a  shoe,  stern-post,  and  rudder 
of  same  sizes  as  those  for  the  Nipsic. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

fVashington,  October  29,  1874. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  seventh  payment  on  the  sloop  of  war,  building  l» 
you  under  contract  with  this  bureau,  approved  for  $13,365,  payable  by  the  paymaster  « 
Boston. 
The  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau  and  a  requisition  passed. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay. 

East  Boston. 


Navy  Department. 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

fVashingtont  March  4,  1875. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  payment  on  account  of  your  contract  of  November  9 
1873,  for  building  sloop  of  war,  approved,  payable  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston. 
Payment  of  this  bill  cannot  at  present  be  made. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department. 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

n'ashington,  AprU  10.  1875. 
Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

CharUstown,  Mass.: 

Naval  Constructor  Mintonye  will  report  to  you  as  a  member  of  the  board   to  examine  the 
Essex  and  Adams. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  1*2,  1875. 

Sir:  I  propose  to  furnish  all  the  labor  required,  that  comes  under  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair,  to  fit  the  steam  sloop  of  war  Essex,   complete  ready  for  sea,  for  the 
sum  of  $57,000,  tne  United  States  furnishings  all  materials  necessary  therefor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
Mr.  Isaiah  Hanscom. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair 

United  States  Navffy   Washington ^  D.  C. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructors  Office^  AprU  13,  1875. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April   3,  1875,  we  have  examined  and  estimated  the 
cost  of  completing  the  United  States  sloop  Essex,  and  fitting  her  for  sea,  in   all  matters 
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towing  under  the  cofi^nizance  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  and  hare  to  re 
port  as  follows : 

Cost  of  labor  to  complete  the  hull  and  outfits,  including  miscellaneous  labor  for 

stores $42,095  00 

Hasts  and  spars,  including  boat-spars 6,000  00 

To  complete  seven  boats,  including  steam-cutter 3,500  00 

Blocks,  including  shearing-bitts,  chocks,  &c 4,000  00 

Tanks ,  400  00 

Casks 300  00 

To  complete  furniture ^ 1,500  00 

Total * $57,795  00 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  HARTT, 
Naval  Constructor t  U.  8.  N. 

J.  W.  EA8BY, 
Naval  Constructor,   U.  5.  N. 

F.  L.  FERNALD, 
Naval  Constructor,   U,  8,  N. 

W.  L.  MINTONYE, 
Naval  Constructor,   U.  8.  if. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N.  . 

Narg  Vefaitmtnt,  Washington,  D.  C, 

United  States  Navy -Yard,  Boston, 

AprU  13,  1875. 

Forwarded  bv — 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS.  . 

Commandant. 


Navy-Yard,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  AprU  17,  1675. 

SiR:  Your  two  propositions  of  the  12th  instant,  as  this  daj  verballj  modified  bj  joa,  to 
comolete  the  United  States  sloops  of  war  Adams  and  Essex  in  all  respects  readj  for  sea-serv- 
ice,  bave  been  considered  bv  the  bureau,  and  accepted  under  tUe  following  conditions,  viz : 

That  jon  are  to  furnish  all  the  labor  of  everj  description  required  to  be  done  under  this 
bareau  for  completing  the  Adams,  and  embracing  labor  on  the  outfits  of  the  vessel,  in- 
clodiog  miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c.,  labor  on  masts  and  spars  (including  boat- 
ipars)  on  seven  boats,  one  of  which  is  to  be  a  steam-cutter,  and  on  furniture.  Also  that 
JOQ  are  in  like  manner  to  furnish  all  the  labor  required  to  be  done  under  this  bureau  for 
completing  the  Essex,  embracing  therein  the  labor  necessary  to  complete  the  hull  and 
OQtfiu,  including  miscellaneous  labor  for  stores,  &c. ;  also  the  labor  required  in  making 
the  masts  and  spars  (including  boat-spars)  and  in  completing  the  furniture;  it  being  under- 
stood that  the  work  to  be  done  bj  you  is  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  vessels 
now  in  the  Boston  navv-jard,  and  that  shearing  of  bitts,  and  sheet-cnocks,  and  all  other 
work  osuallj  done  bj  blockmakers  to  hull  and  spars,  is  to  be  done  bj  the  Government  as 
required,  and  at  its  expense  ;  also  that  all  work  on  tanks  and  casks  for  either  vessel,  ex- 
cept transporting  and  stowing  same,  and  all  work  on  boats  of  the  Essex,  is  to  be  in  like 
manner  done  bj  the  Government,  but  taking  boats  for  both  vessels  from  the  boat-house 
alongside,  hoisting  them  on  board  and  properlj  stowing  them,  is  to  be  done  hj  70U ;  also 
hoisting  on  board  and  setting  bowsprit  ana  lower  masts. 

It  is  further  understood  that  in  doing  the  work  above  mentioned,  jou  are  to  be  allowed 
the  necessary  facilities  of  the  Boston  jard,  as,  for  example,  use  of  dry-dock,  proper  shed- 
room,  and  use  of  necessary  purchases,  also  use  of  tools  in  shops,  &c.,  and  further  that  all 
the  materials  for  doing  the  work  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government  and  delivered  to 
yon  at  the  store-houses  and  receipted  for.  No  responsibility  in  providing  watchmen  for  the 
▼esaels  while  the  work  is  being  done  is  to  be  assumed  by  you. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  understood  that  the  work  shall  be  done  in  the  best  manner,  - 
^Qalinall  respects  to  any  done  upon  vessels  built  in  United  States  navy-yards  by  days' 
work,  and  shall  be  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintending  naval  or  assistant 
oaval  constructor  (who  shall  have  full  power  to  reject  any  bad  or  imperfect  work  in  any 
*t*ge  of  its  progpress)  and  of  the  bureau. 

And  for  the  work  above  named  or  referred  to  for  completing  the  Adams,  readv  for  sea- 
Mrrice,  so  far  as  this  bureau  is  concerned,  the  bureau  will  pav  to  you  the  sum  of  $25,000, 
and  for  completing  the  Essex,  in  like  manner  the  sum  of  $46,000.  Payment  for  the 
work  on  the  Adams  to  be  made  in  five,  and  for  the  work  on  the  Essex  in  nine  equal 
lostaliments,  to  be  made  as  the  work  progresses,  on  bills  in  triplicate,  certified  by  the  super- 
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intending  naval  or  assistant  naval  constructor,  that  the  work  has  sufficiently  prospressed  14 
entitle  you  to  .the  payment  named,  and  that  it  is  in  all  respects  satisfactory.  The  fifth  c 
final  payment  for  work  on  the  Adams,  and  the  ninth  or  final  payment  for  work  on  tb 
Essex,  will  not  be  made  until  the  vessel  is  completed  and  accepted,  and  certificate  ft^ 
nished  of  that  fact,  and  that  no  other  work  remains  to  be  done  thereon ;  and  it  i.«,  by  70  ' 
acceptance  of  the  terms  proposed  in  this  letter,  considered  as  distinctly  understood  that  yc 
are  to  make  no  claim  at  any  time  founded  on  delay  of  the  Government  in  doing  its  portid 
of  the  work,  or  in  furnishing  the  required  materials  ;  and  that  if  such  a  claim  should  1 
presented,  it  will  not  be  considered  or  paid,  but  that  the  maximum  amount  to  be  paid  ud<9 
any  and  all  circumstances  for  doing  the  work  mentioned,  is  for  the  Adams  the  sum 
|S5,000,  and  for  the  Essex  the  sum  of  $46,000,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Please  signify  in  writing  your  acceptance  of  this  proposition,  and  your  willinguesK 
proceed  with  the  work  on  the  vessels  named  upon  the  within  mentioned  terms. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM. 
QkuJ  of  Bureau. 
DoNjALD  McKav.  Esq., 

East  Boston,  Mass. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  27 ^  1875- 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  proposition  to  me  of  this  date  to  fnmi : 
the  labor  required  for  the  completion  of  the  United  States  sloops  of  war  Adams  and  H 
sex,  and  do  hereby  siguify  mv  acceptance  of  the  same,  the  work  to  be  done  in  accor« 
ance  with  the  terms  of  the  said  proposition  and  for  the  sums  named. 
Very  respectfully, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair,  Naty  Department. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  May  ],  1875. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  No.  84,  relative  to  work  on  the  Adams  and  Essex,  ha 
been  received.  The  agreement  with  Mr.  Donald  McKay  for  this  work,  under  date  of  17i 
ultimo,  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  you,  is  complete  in  itself,  and  embraces  all  tb 
work  which  is  to  be  done  by  him  on  those  vessels,  and  he  has  signified  his  acceptance  ii 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  agreement. 

Unless  otherwise  instructed,  the  naval  constructor  of  the  yard  und^r  your  command  wi 
superintend  this  work,  and  will  certify  to  the  bills  as  the  work  progresses,  but  these  bill 
will  also  require  your  approval. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

G.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secritury  of  the  Kavy^for  Bureau, 
Com.  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Naty-Yard,  Boiton,  Mass. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  May  24,  1675. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  No.  98,  relative  to  Mr.  McKi^'s  reqnei 
for  materials  for  the  Adams  and  Essex,  you  will  please  direct  that  only  such  materials  1 
enter  into  the  construction  of  these  vessels  be  taken  from  the  yard. 

When  the  work  is  being  done  at  the  yard,  coal  for  forges  ana  oil  for  lubricating  an 
lighting  purposes  will  be  rarnished  by  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  far  Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy'  Yard^  Boston^  Mass. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  June  10,  1875. 

8iR :  In   relation   to  the  qnoBtion  of  furnishing  materials,  toolSi  and  facilities  to  Mr. 
McKay,  required  in  his  agreement  to  complete  the  United  States  sloops  Adams  and  Essex, 
you  will  please  deliver  such  articles,  tools,  &c.,  as  ai'e  well  known  to  be  required  to  do  the 
work  called  for  on  the  vessels  when  not  at  the  navy-yard,  keeping  an  accurate  account  of, 
and  charging  all  the  materials  used,  to  the  ship,  and  the  tools,  &c.,  to  Mr.  McKay,  taking 
a  receipt  for  their  return,  with  the  value  of  the  same,  and  a  statement  from  said  Mr.  McKaj, 
that  if  the  tools  are  not  returned,  the  amount  shall  be  deducted  from  the  last  payment,  which 
will  be  doe  when  the  vessels  are  completed.    Mr.  McKay  will  have  the  privilege  of  pursuing 
the  work  required  by  his  agreement  on  these  vessels  while  they  are  at  Eant  Boston  receiving 
their  machinery,  and  also  to  do  such  portion  of  the  work  at  East  Boston  as  is  necessary  to 
advance  the  work  after  the  vessels  are  returned  to  the  navy-yard. 
Please  furnish  Mr.  McKay  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
ChUf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 
Commandant  Xavy-Yard^  Boston ^  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  June  26,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  2r2d  instant,  No..  115, 
herewith  please  find  twenty-one  policies  of  insurance,  amounting  to  |100,0(.K),  on  the  United 
States  sloop  Essex,  while  at  the  Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandnnt  Saty-Yard^  Boston,  Mass, 


East  Boston,  J»/y  28,  1875. 

Sir  :  As  you  are  well  aware,  my  contract  with  the  Government,  of  April  17,  1875,  for  fin- 
iihine  the  Adams  and  Essex,  provides  that  all  the  material  required  for  doing  the  work 
shill  he  himished  by  the  Government.  I  require  a  lot  of  iron,  of  difierent  dimensions,  which 
mnit  he  the  best  forged  iron,  for  all  truss-straps,  dory-heads,  &c.,  for  which  I  am  offered  bv 
ConitTQctor  Easby,  blooms  of  iron,  from  18"  to  5'  long,  and  1^'^  to  2\"  in  thickness,  which 
would  cost  me  fully  10  cents  per  pound  to  manufacture  into  iron  suitable  for  use.  I  do  not 
Mk  for  shapes  or  crooks,  bnt  simply  for  the  iron,  of  dimensions  and  quality,  in  straight 
ban  fit  for  use.  I  contend  that  my  contract  does  not  require  me  to  furnish  or  manufacture 
a  ptrticnlar  quality  of  iron. 

rkaie  give  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  constructor,  that  I  may  be  furnished  with 
the  proper  material  for  doing  the  work  according  to  contract,  and  very  much  oblige, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 

I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chitf  of  Bureau  of  Construction, 

United  States  Navy  JJepartment,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  July  30, 1875. 

Sut :  loclosed  please  find  bills  (original  and  duplicate,  the  triplicate  being  ret^ned  in 
^  hnreau  and  a  requisition  passed)  for  payment  on  account  of  work  done  by  yon  in  com- 
pletiDgf  the  Essex,  approved  in  triplicate  for  $5,000,  payable  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

^  ^'  I.  HANSCOM 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

DoKALD  McKay, 

East  Boiton. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  CoNSTRucnoN  and  Repair, 

WaskingtoHf  August  30,  1875. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  second  payment  on  the  Essex,  under  jour  agiee^ 
ment  for  completing  that  vessel,  approved  for  $5,000,  pajable  hy  the  paymaster  at  Boston* 
The  triplicate  is  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  will  be  passed  on  the  first  prox> 
imo. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

Eats  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington  y  September  16,1875. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  labor  furnished,  being  the  first  payment  under  agree — 
ment  with  you  for  completing  the  Adams,  approved  for  ^,000,  payable  by  the  paymasteK' 
at  Boston. 
The  triplicate  bill  is  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed. 
Respectfully,  ^c, 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  September  24, 1875. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bill  for  the  third  payment  on  the  Essex,  under  agreement  with 
you  for  completing  that  vessel,  approved  for  |5,000,  payable  by  the  paymaster  at  Ports- 
mouth. 
The  triplicate  bill  is  retained  by  the  bureau. 
Respectfully,  dec, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  September  24,  1874. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  22d  instant  received,  in  relation  to  using  cast  composition  cat-heads 
for  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  yon  are  building  for  the  Government,  instec^l  of  wrought- 
iron,  as  called  for  by  the  contract,  and  in  reply,  I  nave  to  say  that  iron  is  considered  mach 
the  best  material  for  that  purpose. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


East  Boston,  Octoher  4, 1873. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  29th  ultimo  duly  received,  which  has  already  been  acknowl 
•edged  by  telegram.    I  beg, further, to  say  that  I  will  make  a  careful  examination  of  my 
estimates  (reouiring  some  Tittle  time,  which  I  trust  the  Department  will  readily  grant,)  and 
then  answer  fully. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  ^  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair, 

Navy  Department y  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Washington,  October  16, 1873. 

Dl\r  Sir  :  Id  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  September,  asking  me  if  I  will  build  the 

yesiel  referred  to  in  joar  letter  for  $148,500, 1  beg  to  ioform  jou  that  the  price  named  in 

joar  commanication  leaves  me  a  small  profit,  but  feeling  a  pride  to  build  her  in  Boston  I 

will  accept,  to  build  her  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  oi  the  Department,  for $148,500. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

DONALD  McKAY. 
I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  Buream  Construction  and  Repair ^ 

Navy  Dtpartment. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  November  4,  1875. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  bills  for  the  third  payment  on  the  Adams,  ($5,000,)  and  the 
foarth  payment  on  the  Essex,  ($5,000, )  approved,  payable  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston. 
'The  triplicates  am  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed. 
Respectfully,  ^c, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  November  13,  1875. 

DONAI.D  McKay, 

East  Boston,  Mass. : 

HowsooQ  will  you  complete  your  work  on  the  Adams  and  Essex? 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bu reau. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington^  November  16,  1875. 

DosALD  McKay, 

East  Boston,  Mass. : 

The  Adams  and  Essex  must  be  finished  with  all  practicable  dispatch ;  the  commandant  of 
the  yard  will  afford  you  all  facilities,  as  stated  in  the  agreement.  Inform  the  bureau  of  the 
earliest  day  on  which  these  vessels  will  be  ready. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Departmfnt, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  November  17,  1875. 

Donald  McKay. 

East  Boston,  Mass.  : 

Toar  telegram  of  this  date  relative  to  the  Adams  and  Essex  is  received.  If  you  cannot 
finish  yonr  work  on  these  vessels  in  less  than  six  weeks,  the  GovernmiBnt  must  take  charge 
of  the  work. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
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Navy  Department. 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

H''ashingtonf  November  23,  1875. 

8iR :  iDCiOsed  please  fiud  bills,  orig^inal   and  duplicate,  for  the  fourth  pajmeut  on 
Adams,  ($5,000,)  and  the  fifth  payment  on  the  Essex,  (|5,000,)  approved,  payable  by  th 
paymaster  at  Boston. 

The  triplicates  are  retained  in  the  bureau,  and  a  requisition  passed. 
Respectfully,  t&c, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
,  Chief  pf  Bureau. 

Donald  McKay. 

East  Boston. 


[Ttrlegram.J 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

IfashingtoHf  December  6,  1875.  m 

Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

CharlestowH,  Mass, : 

By  order  of  the  Department,  you  will  suspend  all  expenses  under  this  bureau,  except  oi 
the  Vaudalia,  Adams,  and  Essex. 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  January  3,  1676. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  bills  for  sixth  and  seventh  payments  on  the  Essex,  approved 
for  $10,000,  payaole  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Donald  McKay, 

East  Boston,  Mass. 


East  Boston,  Xocember  10, 1873.  . 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  valuable  favor  of  the  5th  instant,  covering  contract,  specifi- 
cations, and  bond  for  steam  sloop  of  war,  which  have  been  executed  in  accordance  with 
your  request,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  your  department  this  evening  by  the  navy  agent  here. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  words  **  equip  the  hull,"  on  tne second  page  of  the  con- 
tract, fifth  line,  and  would  say  that  I  think  the  word  **  equip  "  ahould  be  stricken  oat,  as 
being  too  broad  a  term  to  apphr  to  the  hull.  I  am  by  the' contract  to  complete  the  hull  with- 
out outfits,  which  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government ;  all  the]masts,  spars,  and  irea 
works  for  the  same  belong  to  the  outfits,  but  bv  the  term  **  equip"  might  be  by  nautical  men 
thrown  upon  me.  Please  have  this  made  right  on  the  ^ntract  and  specifications,  (alluaion 
being  maae  to  **  spars  and  iron  work  "  on  the  last  sheet  of  the  same,)  so  that  no  questioas 
maj  arise  with  the  Department  hereafter  regarding  it,  and  very  much  oblige, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair, 

Navy  Department,  fFashington,  D.  C. 


Invoice  of  material  belonging  to  United  States  sloop  Essex,  shipped  from  navy^yard,  Portsmouth, 

to  navy-yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Ocio6er  29, 1874. 

Invoice  of  articles  shipped  by  Theodore  D.  Wilson,  naval  constructor,  IJnited   States 
Navy,  on  board  the  steam  sloop  No.  1,  Commander  C.  C.  Carpenter,  master,  bound  for  navy- 
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-,  all  on  account  and  riaik  of  the  United 


^ard  Boston,  Mass.,  and  consigned  to  the  

3t Jites  Navjr  Department. 

re  and  main : 

'M  chain'heads. 

34  bottoms  of  chains. 

16  channel  staj-heads. 

16  bottoms  of  stays. 

16  arms  for  stays. 

4  beads  for  top-gallant  back-stays. 

izzen : 

4  bottoms  for  top-gallant  back-stays. 

]0  chain- heads. 

10  botton-s  for  chains. 

4  channel  stay-heads  and  4  arms. 

4  bottoms  for  same. 

44  king-bolts  for  chains  and  channel-stays. 

72  chain-bolts  and  preventer-bolts. 

'FoTe,main,  and  mizzen : 

64  staples  and  plates  for  chains^-and  channel-stays. 
44  preventer-bolts. 
20  knees  for  channels. 

38  double  eve-bolts. 
38  train  tackle  eye-bolts. 
207  h&inroock-books. 
80  port-hooks  and  80  eyes  for  same. 
%  ring-bolts  for  ports  and  2  lar^e  stanchions. 
43  stanchion  feet  for  poop  and  torecastle  5eck. 
22  hatch-rings. 

225  rivets  for  hammockrstanchions. 
2  bolts  and  nuts  for  bob-stay  plates. 

1  clasp  and  2  eyes  for  flying-jibboom. 

2  pump-standards,  straps  and  keys. 
2pQn)p  brakes,  with  keys,  (complete.) 
6  pump  connections. 

21  breeching-bolts. 
1*!^  eye-bolts. 

25  ring-bolts. 

54  bolts  for  channel  stay-arms  for  main  and  mizzen. 
Bowsprit,  finished. 
Jibboom,  unfinished. 
Jibboom,  flying,  unfinished. 
Channels,  complete. 
2  pieces  bow -chocks. 
Between-deck  stanchions,  partly  done. 
Fife-rail  and  stanchions,  partly  done. 
Fin-rail. 
52  lections  for  ward-room  and  steerage  completed,  except  putting  on  banisters,  which  are 

packed  in  box. 
All  c«bin  sections  partially  completed. 
Plank  for  cabin  and  ward-room  cornice,  partly  worked. 
V»00  board  feet  3f  inch  bulk-head  plank,  finished. 
3,tX)0  board  feet  If  inch  bulk-bead  plank,  finished. 

250  board  feet  hammock-rail  sheathing-boards,  finished. 
15  pieces  G  cleats,  finished. 
22  oak  stanchions,  finished. 
Head  and  gangway  boards,  finished. 
1  »kyligbt,  finished,  except  glazing. 
1  skylight,  unfinished. 

Poles,  with  ward-room,  cabin,  and  steerage  sections  marked. 
Plan-board  of  wardroom,  cabin,  and  steerage  cornice. 

4  water-closets. 

2  water-closet  bends. 
1 3  port-light  linings. 

'^  sea  cock-couplings. 
^^  port-light  drips. 

4  sets  main-pump  boxes. 

6  pieces  main-pump  pipes. 

4  bulk-head  gates. 
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1  brass  bitt. 
4  bitt-beads. 

20  pieces  for  main  pumps. 

6  stancbions  for  skyligbt. 

6  comer-pieces  for  bitts. 
20  comer-pieces  for  channels. 

8  stanchion-sockets. 

2  caps  for  bit-heads. 

16  pieces  for  shifting-rail. 
2  ventilators. 

1  force-pump. 

2  cast-iron  bitts. 

1  set  forges  for  pumps. 

3  slide-bolts. 

2  maffazine-OYerfiows. 
2  decK-pipes. 

2  pipe-covers. 
28  brass  ball. 
1  belaying-pin. 


Approved : 


F.  1).  WILSON, 
Naval  Constructor. 

A.  BRYSON, 
Commodore  and  Commandant^  U.  S.  N. 


Correspondence  and  other  documents  funnUhed  hy  Naval  Constructor  Easby, 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  1,  1873. 

Sir  :  The  commandant  of  the  Portsmouth  yard  has  been  requested  to  send  to  the  jard 
nnder  your  command  the  molds  and  bevelings  for  getting  out  tne  frame  of  the  new  sloop 
of  war  of  640  tons  building  at  that  yard,  and  you  will  please  direct  that  the  frame  of  the  new 
sloop  of  war,  to  be  built  under  contract  with  Mr.  McKay,  be  got  out  by  these  molds  and  bev- 
elings. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HAN8C0M. 

Cft  ief  of  Bu  rca  m. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston,  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  30,1874. 

Sir  :  Please  have  the  frame  of  live-oak  for  the  640-ton  vessel  contracted  for  by  Mr. 
McKay,  delivered  to  him  without  delay,  keeping  those  men  employed  for  that  purpose  at 
work  without  suspension. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Xacy-Yard,  Boston^  Mass. 


List  of  cUrks,  writers,  (f'C,  in  construction  department,  Boston  nnvyyard. 

Moors  Patee,  clerk  to  naval  constractor  and  aUo  time  clerk. 

C,  W.  Parker,  store  clerk  to  naval  constructor. 

M.  Simonds,  assistant  clerk  to  naval  constructor  and  clerk  to  assistant  naval  constructor. 

C.  H.  Sprague,  timber  inspector. 

C.  H.  Simonds,  draughtsman. 

Wm.  H.  Fitzpatrick,  writer. 
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W.E.Carleton,  writer 

E.  W.  Hayes,  writer. 

G.  W.  Wood,  writer. 

C.  8.  Beatlej,  writer  suspended. 

J.  F.  Bradbury,  writer,  suspended. 

W.  H.  Eldridge,  writer,  suspended.} 

W.  W.  Davis,  writer,  suspended. 


United  States  Naty-Yard,  Boston, 

Inspector  of  Timber^ s  Office^  March ,  1876*. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  an  account  of  material  now  in  the  yard,  the  property  of  outside  par 
tics,  viz  : 

125  white-oak  knees,  **  the  property  of  John  Trickey/*  17  of  the  above  rejected  October 
,  1873. 

29  of  the  above  rejected  October  22, 1874. 
79  of  the  above  rejected  November  20, 1874, 

133  white-oak  knees,  propertv  of  Martin  Keanjr,  rejected,  not  havinf^  orders  to  receive  them> 
18  hickory  butts,  property  of  John  Trickey,  rejected  April  26  1873. 
5  hickory  spars,  property  of  John  Trickey,  rejected  April,  1873. 

5,000  feet,  board-measure,  3-inch,  No.  3  white-pine  plank,  property  of  J.  W..Dnryee,  re--* 
j«cted  December  18, 1875. 
200  sticks  live-oak,  property  W.  C.  N.  Swif),  rejected  at  various  times  since  1872. 
26  spruce  spars,  property  of  S.  S.  McCulIough,  rejected  February  14, 1876. 
1,000  feet,  board-measure,  ash,  property  of  ^uthard  &  Co.,  rejected  February,  1876i 
2  sticks  white*oak  timber,  property  of  John  Trickey,  rejected  March  6, 1876. 
66  sticks  white-oak  timber,  property  S.  S.  McCullougb,  rejected  March  18,  1876. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  H.  SPRAGUE, 

Inspector  of  Timber. 
J.  W.  Easby, 

Naval  Constructor,  V,  S.  A. 


Cost  of  the  United  States  sloop  Adams. 

Mr.McKay^s  first  contract •. $148,500  00" 

Labor  furnished  by  Government  on  first  contract,  (i^etting^  out  frames,  such  as 
shipwrights',  millmen,  sawyers*,  g^lvanizers',  and  laborers*.     (See  book  A, 

page  3) 7,120  1J> 

.  Lave-oak  furnished  by  Government 48,990  39 

Mr.McKay's  second  contract ^ ^...       25,000  00 

Labor  famished  by  Government  not  covered  by  contract,  such  as  shipwrights' 
labor  on  hull,  making,  alterations,  docking,  &,c. ;  spar-makers*,  making 
spare  spars;  boat- builders*,  making  oars,  boat-hooks,  covering  oars,  &>c.; 
block-makers*  and  smiths*,  making  blocks ;  laborers'  labor,  taking  ship  out  of 

dock,  cleaning  up  ship,  &c. ;  ship-keepers  11,779  46 

Material  furnished  by  Government 10,885  12^ 

Total  cash  to  March  1,  1876 252,275  16 

Mr.  McKay  to  United  States  Government,  Dr. 

TocMhpaid  on  first  contract $105,555  00 

Tomaterial  paid  on  first  contract ^ 27,918  67 

Toimiths',  iron-platers*,  and  brass-founders*  labor,  (see  book  A,  page  4) 481  70 

Cash  paid  on  second  contract 20,000  00 

^  •  153,955  37 

Mr.  McKay's  first  and  second  contract $173,500  00 

Caih,  material,  and  labor  paid  Mr.  McKay 153,955  37 

Balance  due  Mr.  McKay  upon  completing  bis  contracts  on  the  vessel..       19,544  63- 
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SLaltmtvl  showing  the  estimated  value  of  work  required  to  be  done  under  first  confract^  hut 

tchich  has  not  been  done  oh  said  contract. 

Quarter-galleries  omitted $2, 000  OO 

Force-pumps  were  not  put  in  by  the  contractor  on  bis  tirst  contract ;  cost,  labor, 

1461.50;  materials,  $163.50 925  00 

Side-ladders  omitted 350  03 

All  ring  and  eye  bolts  omitted 1 ,  000  00 

Ventilating-pipes  omitted -^ :3(H}  0(1 

Steering-wbeel  omitted 200  OO 

Canopies  over  companion-ways  omitted 211  OO 

Masts  and  spars  omitted ' 10, 566  56 

15.552  56 

Statement  showing  the  cost  of  alterations,  <|'C.,  some  to  the  advantage  of  the  Gorernmcnt  and  some 

to  the  contractor. 

Stanchions  in  boiler-room  altered  from  3  to  4  inches,  at  an  additional  ex- 
pense to  contractor flOOOO 

Composition  corners  to  coamings  were  substituted  for  iron,  and  composition 

hatch  for  wood.... 125  00 

Labor  of  cutting  coal-scuttles  were  done  by  the  Government,  but  belonged 

•    to  the  contractor  to  do * f.'SO  00 

Government  cut  coal-scuttles  in  berth  and  gun  decks 18  00 

Towing-bits:  Wooden  bits  were  put  in  place  of  composition  at  a  saving 

to  contractor 250  1)0 

Alterations  in  boiler-hatches  at  contractor's  cost 25  00' 

$:n8  (JU  $i50  00 

Cost  of  the  f'Uited  States  sloop  Essex. 

Labor  at  Kittery  navy-yard 19.',  730  61 

Material  at  Kittery  navy-yard d6,997  95 

Labor  at  Boston  navy-yara,suchas  shipwrights'  work  on  engine-keelson^,  pil- 
lar-blocks, boring  and  cutting  holding-down  bolts,  &c ,  block-makers*  and 

smiths'  labor,  making  blocks,  docking  ship,  &c.,  ship-keepers',  &c 8,3.52  49 

Material  furnished  by  Boston  navy-jard 30, 705  50 

Mr.  McKay's  contract 46,000  00 

267, 786  55 

Mr.  D.  McKay's  contract $4H,X)00  00 

Cash  paid  Mr.  McKay  on  contract $41,000  00 

JShipsmiths'  labor 23  04 

4 1 ,  023  04 

Balance  due  Mr.  McKay  on  the  completion  of  the  vessel $4, 976  96 


Payments  made  to  Mr,  D.  McKay  on  contracts  on  the  Adams  and  Essex;  when  and  by  whom  made 

and  the  amount, 

UNITED   STATES  SLOOP  ADAMS.  FIRST  CONTRACT. 


Date. 


1874. 
March        1 1 . 
April  16. 

June  1. 

July  6. 

August  10. 
September  5. 
October      27. 

1875. 
March  4. 


By  whom  made. 


S.  H.  Pook,  naval  constructor 
do do 


do do. 

do...... ..do. 

do do. 

do do. 

J.  W.  Easby do 


By  bureau 

Total  on  first  contract. 


Amount. 


|I3,:365  00 
13,3C»5  00 
13,365  (K) 
13,365  00 
13,365  00 
13,:J65  00 
13,  .365  00 

12,000  00 


105, 555  00 
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UNITED  STATES  SLOOP  ADAMS,  SECOND  CONTRACT. 


1875. 
September  13. 
October       6. 
November    1 . 
November  19. 


J.  W.  Easbj,  naval  constructor 

do do 

J.  F.  Hanscom,  assistant  naval  constructor. 
F.  L.  Fernald,  naval  constructor 


Total  on  second  contract 


$5, 000  00 
5,000  00 
5, 000  00 
5,000  00 


20,000  00 


UNITED  STATES  SLOOP  ESSEX,  CONTRACT. 


1875. 
July  24. 

Aopst  26. 
September  21. 
November  1. 
November  19. 
December  18. 

1876. 
U&Tch  6. 


J.  W.  Easbj,  naval  constructor 

do do 

J.  F.  Hanscom,  assistant  naval  constructor , 

do do 

F.  L.  Fernald,  naval  constructor 

J.W.Easby do 


do 


....do. 


$5,000  00 
5,000  00 
5.000  00 
5, 000  00 
5, 000  00 

10, 000  00 

'  6, 000  00 


Total  on  contract $41,000  00 


Work  done  on  the  frame  of  the  United  States  sloop  Adams  by  the  United  States  Government, 

Skijntrighta^  labor. — Siding,  molding,  planing,  sawing  frame-timbers,  keol-pieces,  stem- 
post,  deaoWoods  ;  making  stem,  getting^  out  stern  aud  apron,  patchiug  timbers,  cutting  heels 
of  cant-timber,  sawing  and  planing  keel-pieceS;  &c. 

MUlmen  and  sawyers^  labor, — Siding  and  sawing  keel-pieces,  stern-post,  ffame •timbers, 
detdwoods,  fhttocks,  fillings,  apron  and  counter  timber,  floor-timbers,  cants  and  harpies, 
&c 

Borers'  and  iron-platers*  labor. — On  Coughan  bitts,  boring,  &c.,  9^  dajs. 

Lehorers^  labor, — Waiting  on  shipwrights,  &c. 


ADAMS. 


Material  was  transported  at  Mr.  McKay's  expense  by  water. 

Coetof  all  material  furnished  by  the  Govemment,  except  live-oak,  $l0,d8o.]2. 


Bills  approved  from  September  15  to  November  26,  1875. 
1875, 
Sept,  16.    Wm.  H.  Dempsey,  class  No.  71,  J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.   N.  C,  directory 

and  combination  rules 18  00 

17.    Twenty  per  cent,  reservation  on  class  No.  71 92  75 

21.  David  Babcock  &  Co.,  class  88,  J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,  charcoal.  99  84 

22.  Atlantic  Works,   requisition  No.  5,  approved  May  31,  1875,  J.  F. 

Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,  angle  iron  and  rivets 85  39 

James  L.  Mills  A  Sons,  requisition  No.  11,   August  27,    1875,  J.  F. 

Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,  barrel  hoops,  ash 84  00 

D.  T.  Mills  &  Co.,  requisition  No.  11,  August  27, 1875,  J.  F.  Hans- 
com, A.  N.  C,   alcohol 708  00 

27,    W.  C.  N.  Swift,  authorized  by  bureau  letter,  September  18,  1675,  J. 

F.  Hanscom,  A.  N.  C. ,   live-oak  timber 47, 077  41 

Morris,  Tasker  &  Co.,  requisition  No.  8,  approved  July  20,  1875,  J. 

F.   Hanscom,  A.N.  C,  boiler  tubes 485  76 

Belt  and  Leather  Stuffing  Co.,  requisition  No.  11,  approved  August 

27,1875,    J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,    castor-oil  belt-dressing 67  50 

Thos.  Cunningham,   requisition  No.    11,  approved  August  27,  1875, 

J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,  hoop-iron  No.  18 76  51 

^ct.    2,    John  MuUett,  requisition  No.  11,  approved  August  27,  1875,  J.  W. 

Easby,  N.  C,  white  chalk  and  corn  brooms 88  75 

John  Mullett,  requisition  No.    14,  approved    September  13,  1875,  J. 

W.  Easby,  N.  C.,  camphor,  soap,  and  shellac,  &c 95  00 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 24 
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1875. 
Oct.      5.    Trickej  &  Jewett,  requisition  No.  36,  approved  October  12,  1875,  J. 

W.  Easby,  N.  C„     white-oak  knee* 1.359  69 

7.  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  authorized  by  bureau  letter,  September*  18,   1875, 

B.H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  hve-oak  timber 78,977  37 

8.  John  Trickey,  class  No.  18,  contract  August  28,  1875,  B.  H.  Samson, 

foreman  in  charge,  black-walnut  boards 117  00 

9.  John  Trickey,  class  No.  18, 20  per  cent,  reservation  on  black  walnut.  23  40 
11.    M.M.  Trickey  &  Co.,  requisition  No.  13,  approved  September  13, 

1875,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  ash  boards  and  plank 823  38 

Boston  Lead  Co.,  requisition  No.  16,  approved  September  24,  1875, 
B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  white  lead,  dry 930  27 

13.  Geo.  Dunbar  &  Co.,  requisition  No.  11,  approved  August  11,  1875, 

B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  rubber  gaskets 162  40 

14.  W.  F.  Hyatt,  class  No.  34,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  couplings, 

elbows,  nipples,  ties,  &c 542  39 

15.  Jas.  W.  Duryee,  c^ass  No.  13,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge, 

white-pine  plank 520  99 

16.  M.M.  Trickey  &  Co.,  requisition  No.  13,  approved  September  13, 

1875,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  ash  boards  and  plank 799  98 

S.  C.  Carll  &,  Co.,  class  No.  54,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  m  charge, 

iron  rivets,  brass  wire,  ^c 115  40 

C.  S.  Knowles,  requisition  No.  14,  approved  September  13, 1875,  B. 

'  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  rubber  plungers  and  tiles,  &c 265  26 

18.     S.  C.  Carll  &  Co.,  class  No.  54, 20  per  cent,  reservation  on  hardware  ..  23  08 

20.     Greo.  Danbar  &.  Co.,  requisition  No.  14,  approved  September  13,  1875, 

B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  brass  screws  ana  shears 216  00 

25.  W.  T.  Hyatt,  class  No.  51,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  bitts, 

assorted  sizes 56  26 

S.  A.  Woods  Machine  Company,  requisition  No.  16,  approved  Septem- 
ber 24,  lb75,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  planing-machine 

irons 22  50 

23.     Geo.  D.  Putnam  Company,  requisition  No.  16^  approved  September 

24 V  1875,  B.  H.  Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  brass  pipe 72  30 

C.  S.  Knowles,  requisition  No.  16,  approved  September  24,  1875,  B.  H. 
Samson,  foreman  in  charge,  rubber  hose 24  00 

26.  W.  F.  Hyatt,  class  No.  34,  No.  39,  and  No.  51 ,  20  per  cent,  reservation, 

iron  plate, iron  nails, and  augers 188  53 

Nov.    5.    Geo.  l5unbar  &  Co.,  requisition  No.  9,  approved  July  28,  1875,  J. 

F.  Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,  band-saw,  Slc 514  76 

11.    John  Trickey,  authorized  by  bureau  letter  November  4,  1875,  J.  F. 

Hanscom,  A.N.  C, ash  boards  and  plank 494  16 

16.    James  L.  Mills  &,  Sons,  requisition  No.  18,  approved  October  18, 1875, 

F.  L.  Fernald,  N.  C.,  ash  barrel-hoops 168  00 

20.     John  Trickey,  requisition  No.  2,  approved  July  3,  1875,  F.  L.  Fer- 
nald, N.  C,  white  oak  plank  stocks 6,300  00 

^       18  4. 

Oct.     9.    Trickey  &  Jewett,  authorized  by  bureau  letter  October  5,  1874,  J. 

F.  Hanscom,  A.  A.  N.  C,  yellow  pine  and  white  oak  plank  stocks..  23, 194  20 
Trickey  &  Jewett,  requisition  No.  32,  approved  September  14,  1874, 

J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.  A.  N.  C,  locust  timber 5,394  50 

10.    George  H.  Creed,  class  No.  53,  J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.  A.  N.  C,  wheels, 

emery 113  10 

13.  George  H.  Creed,  class  Nos.  51,52, 53,54,  and  73,20  per  cent,  reser- 

vation on  augers,  &c 1,740  40 

14.  Mathew  Keaney,  authorized    by  bureau  letter,  J.  F.  Hanscom,  A. 

A.  N.  C,  white  oak  knees 1,330  59 

1875. 
Sept.  14.     Joseph  W.  Duryee,  class  No.  13,  J.  F.  Hanscom,  A.  N.  C,  white 

pine  boards 2,744  32 

Cost  of  preparing  block  and  docking  the  Adams 200  22 

Cost  of  taking  the  Adams  outof  dodt 20  00 

Total 220  22 

Cost  of  docking  the  Essex,  using  the  blocks  and  shores  that  were  used  by  the 

Adams 53  40 

Taking  Essex  out  of  dock 36  00 

Total 89  40 
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Authority  to  furnish  Material  t7  McKay. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  31 ,  1874. 

Sir  :  Yon  are  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Donald  McKaj,  under  approval  of  the 
officer  supervisinfl^  the  construction  of  the  sloop  of  war  building  bj  him  under  contract  with 
this  bureau,  such  articles  of  timber,  kimber,  iron,  composition,  and  copper,  as  may  be  on 
band  in  the  yard,  under  your  command  and  can  be  spared,  and  as  he  may  require,  from  time 
to  time,  to  he  used  in  the  construction  of  that  vessel,  the  cost  of  such  articles  to  be  charged 
to  Mr.  McKay  and  deducted,  at  Qovemment  cost,  from  the  payments  under  his  contract. 
YoQ  are  also  authorized,  in  case  he  requires  it,  to  have  the  bending  of  the  water-ways, 
plank,  sheers,  and  chocks,  and  certain  galvanizing  work  for  the  vessel  done,  the  cost  to  be 
charged  against  his  contract  in  like  manner. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Tardt  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

September  14,  1874. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  direct  that  all  the  materials  and  fixtures  belonging  to  the  Mianto- 
nomoh  be  collected,  inventoried,  and  sent  to  John  Roach,  Morgan  Iron  Works,  New  York, 
by  the  first  opportunitv  with  a  Government  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM. 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Xavy-Yardj  Boston^  Mass. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  1,  1874. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  deliver  to  John  Roach  all  materials  and  articles  under  this  bureau 
"which  belong  to  tne  Miantonomoh. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chitf  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  1,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  sloop  of  war  Adams,  building 
ojMr.  D.  McKa^,  under  contract,  the  comers  of  the  iron  hatches  were  to  be  of  angle-iron. 
It  ii  deemed  advisable  to  have  these  comers  of  composition,  as  in  the  sister  ships,  which 
toners  will  be  fumished  by  the  Government,  the  contractor  allowing  the  cost  of  iron  cor- 
''^  provided  the  work  is  equal  in  both  cases. 

The  after-hatch,  also,  which  b^  the  plans  and  specifications  is  to  be  of  wood,  will  be  of 
composition,  the  plates  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 
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United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office^  April  13,  1875. 

^  Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  3,  1875,  we  have  examined  and  estimated  the 
cost  of  completing  the  United  States  sioop  Essex  and  fitting  her  for  sea,  in  all  matters 
coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  and  have  to  report 
as  follows : 
Cost  of  labor  to  complete  the  hull  and  outfits,  including  miscellaneous  labor  for 

stores $42,095  00 

Masts  and  spars,  including  boat-spars 6,000  00 

To  complete  seven  boats,  including  steam-cutter..... 3,500  00 

Blocks,  mcluding  shearing  bitts,  cnocks,  &c 4,000  00 

Tanks ." 400  00 

Casks 300  00 

Tojcomplete  furniture 1.500  00 

$57, 795  00 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  24,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  vour  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  (No. 96,)  the  air-passage  bulkheads  in 
the  coal-bunkers  of  tne  Adams  and  Essex  will  for  the  present  be  omitted. 
Respectfully, 

G.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^for  Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard^  Boston^  Mass. 


Authority  to  famish  tools,  ^'c,  to  McKay. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

June  10,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  questions  of  furnishing  materials,  tools,  and  facilities  to  Mr.  Don- 
ald McKay,  reauired  in  his  agreement  to  complete  the  United  States  sloops  Adams  and 
Essex,  you  will  please  deliver  such  articles,  tools,  d^..  as  are  well  known  to  be  required 
to  do  the  work  called  for  on  the  vessels,  when  not  at  tne  navy^yard,  keeping  an  accurate 
account  of  and  charging  all  materials  used  to  the  ship,  and  the  tools,  ^c,  to  Mr.  McKay, 
takinff  a  receipt  for  their  return,  with  the  value  of  the  same,  and  statement  from  said  Mc- 
Kay that  if  the  tools  are  not  returned,  the  amount  shall  be  deducted  from  the  last  payment 
which  will  be  due  when  the  vessels  are  completed.  Mr.  McKay  will  have  the  privilege  of 
pursuing  the  work  required  by  his  agreement  on  these  vessels  while  they  are  at  East  Boston 
receiving  their  machinery,  and  also  to  do  such  portions  of  the  work  at  East  Boston  as  is 
necessary  to  advance  the  work  after  the  vessels  are  returned  to  the  navy-yard.  Please  fur- 
nish Mr.  McKay  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chi^  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

June^  1875. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Oregon  will  not  be  completed,  and  you  will  have  all 
of  the  iron  intended  for  that  vessel,  which  the  naval  constructor  may  think  not  advisable  to 
retain,  shipped  to  Mr.  John  Roach,  at  Chester,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  reroUing,  keeping  a 
strict  account  of  the  amount  so  shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 
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[  Telegram.  | 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  25,  1875. 
CoaffMANDANT,  Navy-Yard  Boston,  Mass.: 

Tbe  Adams  will  be  coppered  as  per  contract. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Ocfofter  29, 1875. 

Sir  :   Referring  to  jour  letter  of  the  27th  instant  (206)  relative  to  famishing  oars  for 
boats  of  the  Adams,  as  oars  are  regarded  as  outfits,  they  will  be  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  by  the  contractor  for  the  boats. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  yaty-Yardy  Boston,  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

December  15,  1875. 

Sir  :  Id  fitting  out  United  States  steam-vessels  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  no  spare 
•P*!^  are  to  be  allowed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  ^lavjfYard,  Boston. 


•  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair 

December  3,  1675 

to^^^ :  Tbe  bureau  does  not  propose  to  provide  a  steam-cutter  for  either  the  Adams  or 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
p.  Chief  of  Bureau, 

Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Naty-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


UNITED  STATES  SLOOP  ESSEX. 

Material  delivered  foreman  shipwrights  for  D.  McKay  to  September  1,  1875. 

^  feet  board -measure  2-inch  white-oak  plank. 

*^  feet  board-measure  2i-inch  white-oak  plank. 

Jj^  feet  board-measure  3-inch  white-oak  plank. 

^  feet  board-measure  4-inch  white-oak  plank. 

^2  feet  board-measure  4i-inch  white-oak  plank. 

660  feet  board-measure  5-inch  white-oak  plank. 

h^  feet  board-measure  6-inch  white-oak  plank. 

^  feet  board-measure  7-inch  white-oak  plank. 

37l|  cubic  feet  white-oak-plank  stocks 

1)513  feet  board-measure  1-inch  No.  2  white  pine. 

513  feet  board-measure  li-inch  No.  1  white  pine. 

% 002  feet  board-measure  l^inch  No.  2  white  pine, 

f  496  feet  board-measure  1  j-inch  No.  2  white  pine. 

511  feet  board-measure  2-inch  No.  1  white  pine. 

i,0]0  feet  board-measure  2-inch  No.  2  white  pine. 

946  feet  board-measure  2i-inch  No.  1  white  pine. 

1, 244  feet  board-measure  3-inch  No.  1  white  pine. 

620  feet  board-measure  4-inch  No.  1  white  pine. 

160  feet  board-measure  24-inch  yellow  pine. 

287  feet  board-measure  3i  inch  yellow  pine. 

1, 053|  feet  board-measure  4i-inch  yellow  pine. 
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420    feet  board-measure  6«inch  yellow  pine. 
2, 543    pounds  bloom-iron. 
i^,843  ft.    63  pounds  2i  x  i  flat  iron. 
16,408        52  pounds  3  x  f^  flat  iron. 
49,873        158  pounds  2i  x  |  flat  iron. 

44.713  170  pounds  3  x  |  flat  iion. 
14,595  74  pounds  4  x  |  flat  iron. 
31,860  IBIi pounds  3  x  i  flat  iron. 
56,417  429  pounds  4^  x  ^  fiat  iron. 
11,519  73  pounds  3  x  f  flat  iron. 
55,a52  407  pounds  3^x1  fiat  iron. 
25,808        218  pounds  4  x  f  fiat  iron. 

8,219  62i  pounds  3  x  }  flat  iron. 

40,750  482  pounds  4  x  |  flat  iron.   . 

76,704  648  pounds  2i  x  1  flat  iron. 

82,623  349  pounds  5  x  li  flat  iron. 

76,245  1 15  pounds  |-inch  round  iron. 

12,006  29  pounds  il^inch  round  iron. 

369,055  551  pounds  |-inch  round  iron. 

91,535  186  pounds  |-inch -round  iron. 

562,800  587  pounds  f -inch  round  iron. 

94,574  251  pounds  1-inch  round  iron. 

230,425  774  pounds  1i-inch  sound  iron. 

91,391  379  pounds  l|-inch  round  iron. 

105,324  629  pounds  H-inch  round  iron. 

10,413  73  pounds  If -inch  round  iron. 

34,00j  457  pounds  2^-inch  round  iron. 

212,998  6,925  pounds  3i-inch  round  iron. 

83,649  4,497  pounds  4 J-inch  round  iron. 
438  pounds  \  round  iron. 
24  plates,  iron. 

4,431  14  pounds  i  x  ]^  Norway  iron. 

69  138  pounds  li  x  Ij  angle-iron. 

47.714  167  pounds  2x2  angle-iron. 

39, 1 1 1        176  pounds  2i  x  2^  anele-iron.  • 

57    pounds  H-inch  square  steel. 
122^  pounds  2-inch  square  steel. 

12  pounds  }-inch  octagon  steel. 
36^  pounds  |-inch  octagon  steel. 
62'  pounds  1-inch  octagon  steel. 

144    pounds  1i-iQ<^b  octagon  steel. 

6  pounds  composition  magazine-valves. 
18   pounds  composition  deck-cups. 

llf  pounds  i-inch  composition  clinch-rings. 

3  pounds  1-inch  composition  clinch-rings. 
75    pounds  6-inch  composition  spikes. 

25  pounds  H-inch  composition  sheathing-nails 

35  composition  air-ports. 

2, 892  pounds  old  composition. 

1,710  pounds  old  copper. 

160  pounds  brazier^s  copper. 

75  pounds  bolt-copper. 

160  pounds  i-inch  bolt-copper. 

71  pounds  f-inch  bolt-copper. 

41  pounds  f-inch  bolt-copper. 

175  pounds  pig-zinc. 

30  pounds  sheet-zinc. 

282  pounds  pig-tin. 

103  pounds  i-inch  lead  pipe,  1^  pound. 

6, 313  pounds  .5-pound  sheet- lead. 

2, 340  pounds  8-pound  sheet-lead. 

2, 634  pounds  20-pound  sheet-lead. 

830  pounds  white  lead,  in  oil. 

85  pounds  red  lead. 

68  pounds  black  paint. 

25  pounds  whiting. 

4  gallons  fish-oil. 

7  gallons  sperm-oil. 
3  gallons  lard-oil. 

13  gallons  linseed-oil,  raw. 

8  gallons  linseed-oil,  boiled. 
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5  gallons  spirits  tarpcntiue. 
3  ^  gallons  snellac. 

3  '  gallons  ozolean  driers. 
3€0  poands  puttj. 

2,  1 47  poands  oakum. 

2  oarrels  rosin. 

1  barrel  tar. 

4  paint-buckets. 

1 75  pounds  galvanized  spikes. 

179  pounds  l^-inch  galvanized  spikes. 

1,!217  pounds  galvanized  bolts. 

141  pounds  stanchion-caps. 

4  davit-head  shapes. 

J  15  pounds  iron  cut  nails. 

50  pounds  6d.  iron  wrought  nails. 

^200  pounds  6</.  finishing  nails. 

XOO  poands  8</.  finishing  nails. 

1  pound  li^inch  finishing  nails. 

]  pound  H-inch  finishing  nails. 

1  pound  ij-inch  finishing  nails. 

25  poands  1-inch  copper  nails. 

6  pounds  l^-inch  copper  nails. 
10  pounds  l^inch  copper  nails. 
35  pounds  2-inch  copper  nails. 
20  pounds  2f -inch  copper  nails. 
15  pounds  3-inch  copper  nails. 

-^y    dozen  f-inch  ship-augers. 
-1*2-   dozen  f-inch  ship-augers. 


.«• 


dozen  t'iuch  ship-angers. 


np:«-    dozen  1-inch  ship-augers. 

2    ^Toss  2|-inch  No.  20  brass  screws. 

1    ^^dss  2|-inch  No.  20  brass  screws. 

13   gross  2-inch  No.  18  brass  screws. 

1    S^OBs  1^-inch  No.  16  brass  screws. 

3  poss  l|-inch  No.  12  brass  screws. 

1    g^oss  1-inch  No.  12  brass  screws. 

tSt  gross  6-inch  No.  30  iron  screws. 

3  t2 -gallon  tin  cans. 

3  3-gallon  tin  cans. 

2  10-gallon  tin  cans. 

4d  sheets  sandpaper. 

I  GO  poands  metal  solder. 

^k  poands  No.  7  brass  wire. 

40  pounds  I  X  I  button-head  rivets. 

42  pounds  li  x  J  button-head  rivets. 

21i  pounds  f-inch  galvanized  clinch-rings. 

^  pounds  {-inch  galvanized  clinch-rings. 

14  pounds  1-inch  galvanized  clinch-rings. 

*1  pounds  1  i^-inch  galvanized  clinch-rings. 

«  seam-brushes. 

1 « paint-brushes. 

■«  I  paint-brushes. 

*  Fitch  coat-brushes. 

*  Msh  coat-brushes. 
"  uusting-brushes. 

i  pound  lamp-wick. 

^  iron  screws. 

J  pound  cottou  twine. 

*  ^^ni-brooms. 
^nshels  charcoal. 

^mi  tons  bituminous  coal. 


SPARS. 


J^  feet,  board-measure,  H-inch  white-oak  plank. 
13ofeet,  board-measure,  2-inch  white-oak  plank. 
jQAi  ^^  board-measure,  2i-inch  white-oak  plank. 
€3^  feet,  board-measure,  4 ^inch  white-oak  plank. 


376  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

375  feet,  board- measure,  5-iDch  white-oak  plank. 

837  feet,  board- measure,  6-ijich  wbite-oak  plauk. 

545  feet,  board-measure,  7-iDch  wbite-oak  plank. 

306  feet,  board-measure,  10-inch  white-oak  plank.  ^ 

645  feet,  board*measure,  9-inch  white-oak  plank. 
240  feet,  board-measure,  11 -inch  white-oak  plank. 
68i  feet  white-oak-plank  stocks. 
1  7-inch  white-oak  knee. 
1  H-inch  white-oak  knee. 
]  9-inch  white-oak  knee. 

I  10-inch  white-oak  knee. 

800  feet,  board-measure,  1-inch  No.  2  white  pine. 
2,705|  feet  yellow-pine-plank  stocks. 
558  feet  yellow-pine  mast-timber. 

II  spruce  logs. 
9  spruce  spars. 

4  spruce  spars,  inch. 
1  white-pine  spar. 
1,400  pounds  bloom- iron. 
70  pounds  (-inch  square  iron. 
240  pounds  3-incb  square  iron. 
172i  pounds  2^x1  inch  flat  iron. 
67  pounds  3t  z  3  inch  flat-iron. 
906  pounds  4  z  }  inch  flat  iron.* 
1,129  pounds  4^  z  }  inch  flat  iron. 
l,426i  pounds  3  z  ^g  inch  flat  iron. 

546  pounds  2^  z  i  inch  flat  iron. 
250  pounds  3  z  i  inch  flat  iron 
524  pounds  3^  z  ^  inch  flat  iron. 
373  pounds  3^  z  ^  inch  flat  iron. 
603  pounds  3}  z  |  inch  flat  iron. 
796  pounds  4  z  |  inch  flat  iron. 
3,796  pounds  4^x1  inch  flat  iron. 
235  pounds  2^  z  f  inch  flat  iron. 
106  pounds  3  z  (  inch  flat  iron. 
474  pounds  3|  z  f  inch  flat  iron. 

838  pounds  4  z  f  inch  flat  iron. 
153  pounds  4i  z  f  inch  flat  iron. 
342  pounds  4^  z  f  inch  flat  iron. 
191  pounds  4  z  i  inch  flat  iron. 
210  pounds  4i  z  I  inch  flat  iron. 
645  pounds  4  z  1  inch  flat  iron. 

64  pounds  f-inch  square  iron,  Swedes. 
70  pounds  |-inch  square  iron,  Swedes. 
134  pounds  l^-inch  square  iron,  Swedes. 

172  pounds  i-inch  round  iron, 
no  pounds  i^^-inch  round  iron. 
390  pounds  f-inch  round  iron. 
504^  pounds  f-inch  round  iron. 
31  pouods  f-inch  round  iron. 
1,229  pounds  i-inch  round  iron. 
120  pounds  1-inch  round  iron. 

173  pounds  U-inch  round  iron. 
130  pounds  li-inch  round  iron. 
166  pounds  ]|-inch  round  iron. 
196  pounds  1{ -inch  round  iron. 
136  pounds  1  f-inch  round  iron. 
100  pounds  white-lead  in  oil. 
25  pounds  putty. 

f  gallon  ozolean  driers. 
1  gallon  spirits  turpentine. 

5  gallons  linseed-oil. 

201  pounds  9-inch  galvanized  spikes. 
87f  pounds  galvanized  bolts. 
12|  pounds  f-inch  galvanized  clinch- rings. 
6-^-inch  ship-augers. 

6  14 -inch  half-round  bastard  files. 
&^f^  tons  bituminous  coal. 
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Statement  of  live-oak  received  and  paid  for  during  1873-74-75. 


Ooo  tractor. 


I,3l4i 

1,051 
707| 

2.138 
716 
8791 

S,21U 

2.294i 
879i 
573 

l,233i 
391i 

1,096 

Do ;     l,789i 


,  N.  Swift. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 


Do.. 
Do.. 
Do., 


Do. 
Do. 


Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 


I 

2 

s 


Kinds. 


2,183 
8434 
9514 
1,078 
785* 
l,894i 
954i 
2,740 
l,288i 
2,732i 
1,850 
1,988^ 
2,055 
2,126 
697 
2,097^ 
5,615^ 
756 
4,021i 
5,019} 


Principal  pieces. 

Curved.. 

Cnrved 

Straight   

Principal  ptecei. 

Curved 

Straight  

Straight  

Carved 

Principal  pieces. 
Principal  pieces. 

Cnrved 

Straight 

Straight 

Curved 

Principal  pieces. 
Principal  pieces. 

Curved 

Straight 

Curved 

Straight 

Principal  pieces. 
Principal  pieces. 

Cnrved 

Straight  

Straight....:... 

Curved 

Principal  pieces. 
Principal  pieces. 

Cnrved 

Straight 

Straight 

Cnrved 

Principal  pieces. 
Curved 


383*  ':  Curved 

1,146^     Straight 

624*  ;  Principal  piedes. 

Do ,    1,991    j  Principal  pieces. 

Do 

Do 


2,121}  ]  Curved.. 
1,823}  j  Straight 


2,005    ;  Straight  

2,4924  I  Curved 

2,348}  ;  Principal  pieces. 

3,579i  I  Principal  pieces. 


4.  .387 
3.841} 

3,018 

3.613 

209 


Carved. 
Straight. 


Straight  

i  Curved 

Principal  pieces. 


1,412      Principal  pieces. 
2.445}     Straight  


3,578} 

3.857} 

1.937| 

5.815i 

12,950 

14.5931 

7,984 

9.513} 

10,078 


Principal  pieces.. 

Curved 

Straight  , 

Straight 

Curved 

Principal  pieces.. 
Principal  pieces.. 

Curved 

Straight  


16, 954}     Straight 


16.227 
11,724 

14.254} 

5.721 

15,941 


Curved. 
Principal  pieces. 

Principal  pieces. 

Cnrved 

Straight  


$2  10 

1  55 
1  55 
55 
10 
55 
1  55 
1  55 
55 
10 
10 


1  55 


1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 


55 
55 
55 
10 
10 
55 
55 


1  55 

1 

2 

2 

I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


55 
10 
10 
55 
55 
50 
80 
10 
10 
1  80 
1  25 
1  25 

1  80 

2  10 
1  80 


1  80 


1 
2 


25 
10 
2  10 
1  80 
1  50 

1  50 

1  80 

2  10 

2  10 
1  80 
1  50 

1  50 

1  80 

2  10 

2  10 

1  50 


10 
80 
50 
50 
80 
10 
03 
73 
43 


1*43 

1  73 

2  03 

2  03 
1  73 
1  43 


Amount. 


$2,760  45 
1,(29  05 
1.096  63 
3.313  90 
1,503  60 
1,363  23 
3,425  5U 
3. 556  48 
2.363  22 
1.203  30 
2,590  35 
606  83 
1,605  80 
4.384  18 
2, 618  72 
4,584  30 
1,771  35 
1.474  83 
1,661  60 
1,217 

•2.006 
2,004 
5,754 
1.997 
4.235 
2.784 
3. 579  30 
4,315  50 
.  4. 464  60 
1.254  60 
2,621  88 
7,019  38 
1.360  80 
8.445 
9,035  10 


00 


38) 
80  S 


690  30 
1,433 
1.311 
4. 181  10 
3.818  70 
2,735  35 


30> 
13  S 
45) 


3,007  50) 
4. 486  50  > 
4, 931  85  ) 

7,516  95) 
7,896  60  > 
4,862  35) 

477  00) 

6, 503  40  S 

438  90) 

2,965  20^ 
3, 666  25  > 


7,724  85 
6.943  50 
2.906  25 
8.722  88 

23,310 

30.646 

16. 207  52 

16,456 

14,411 


27.104  94 

28,072 

23,799 


\ 

88) 

00> 
87) 
52J 
35S 

m) 

94) 
72) 


28.936  63 

9.897  33 

22, 795  63 


434,471  68 


Remarks. 


Authorised  by  bureao 
letter.  January  27. 18TO. 
Billed  February  14, 1873. 

Autborised     by    bureau 

letter,  January  S7, 1873. 

Billed  May  16,  1873. 
Authorised     by     bureau 

letter,  January  27,  1873. 

Billed  January  7,  1673. 
Authorised     by    bureau 

letter,  January  27,  18T3. 

Billed  June  12,  1873. 
Authorised     by     bureai» 

letter,    July    11.    1873. 

Billed  June  14,  1873. 

Appropriation  eight 
sloops  of  war. 

Authorised    by     bureaik 

letter,   Jnly    11.     1873. 

Billed  June  27,  1873. 
Authorised     by     bureaa 

letter,  July  11,  &  Jan.27. 

BUled  JulvS,  1873. 
Contract,  (class  live-oak. > 

of  1873  and  74  ;  May  9. 

Billed  July  15,  1873. 
Authorised     by    bureau 

letter,  July    11.    1873. 

Billed  July  15,  1873. 
Authorised     by    bureatL 

letter,    July    11,    1873. 

BilledJnly  18. 1873. 
LIve*oak  contract,  May  9. 

1873.     Billed   July   83. 

1873. 
Authorised     by     bureaa 

letter,    July    11,    1873. 

Billed  July  23,  1873. 
Autborised     by     bureau 

letter,     November     10, 

1873.  Billed  November 

18. 1873. 
Authorised      by    bureaa 

letter,     November    10. 

1873.     Billed  December 

1, 1873. 
Authorised     by    bureai» 

letter,    November     10, 

1873.    Billed  December 

5,1873. 
Authorised    by    bureaa 

letter,     November    10, 

1873.     Billed  December 

83.  187S. 
Verbal  order,  Chief  Bn- 

reau,  December  23, 1673. 

Billed  Deoember84, 1873. 
Authorised     by     bureaoi 

letter,  January  15,  1874. 

Billed  January  84. 1874. 
Autporised     by     bureaoi 

letter.  January  15, 1874. 

Billed  July  1^  1874. 
Authorised     by    bureau 

letter,     September    18, 

1875.    Billed   September 

28,  187& 
Authorised     by    bureaa 

letter,    September    18. 

1675.     BUled  October  8» 

1875. 
Authorised     by     bureaa 

letter,     September    18. 

1875.    Billed  December 

4,  187& 


378 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


a 


So 


a. 

K 


4 

e 

A. 


e  e  o  g  a 
s  s  ?  s  «< 

"3  •»  "S  J! '  3 
SOS  °a 


£££££ 
66666 


-      SB 

ao  >  >>^ 

«—  o  a  — 

lllll 

»§Z5B§ 

o-fi  a  a<A 
.2 


o  S  o  o  « 


::s^a 


fluids 
.   .  a 


ozd 

l^-lll-  ilS 

n  ^ 

£ 


8-1  i|«"* 

o  «  «  2  o^  *^  Q 


.  •-'c  s  « 


C  f'  C  J-  JJ  w 


11 

I- 


«1 

OZ 

§^ 

J!  s 


dgdoc «  do d? 


n 


a 
a     oD 


a  5  a  n  a  ^  g  o  s  ,, 


i£irsy|epiar".£|££i|i 

.  a   .    .  a 

o<oo< 


N 

o 


c 
o 


a 


cuts 

.  a 


OilTO<000<OOC<     <     83 


S5      •      •     • 

»X  o  O  0 


P5       ^  «        ^  CO        i-i 


e«         OiOt        ^        »m        ^         rmn  ^ 


2 

a 


SS^^3i:i^8883t^?8:S?£?S98S§$5388^§88S888S3SS8888 

32  SB        aaas, 


Q  O 


CO 


«0O 


CO 


CO 


m  ^  coo 


I 

■ 
M 

I 

■ 

M 

s 

i 

I 


O 


o 


MM 

a 

a 

M 


-I: 


2-* 


Ci9 


o 

3 

a 


«•  k  o  i:  s 

a5S  OO 

^  «^^  a 

•Z^^  a 


00 


i 

a 


a| 


•     B  w    • 

a 
3 


a  « 


a  a  ,,  gg 

o 


,U   US 


« 

"•  a 

?  ^ 

8  CI  £ 


S 

u 

a 
n 

M 

a 
jg 

a 

I 

a 


c 
a 

a' 

M 

a 
« 

i 


9 

a 


*i& 


|t|5 

C  —  O  "3 
—  J3-^ 
V  k  c  ^ 
a  .  a  ^ 
a£a£ 

o  I  o  3 

515  af  a  s  I 

T  «  «  A  «  T   Y 


I 

§ 


« 

M 


09990000000900000000900009000000000000009 


BOSTON    NAVY-YAED. 


379 


00        QD  <(• 

4,  •- 


k 

•     -   i 


o      *  c  *  i  ^ 
«      ^  t>  ^ 


O 


2®  111 


ce  ^  «  "t 

••  **  .•00 

Q  ••.   ^     ••         ^ 

a     ?5s«?^g 

c  0  c  d  c  o  a  f  iJ  d  »'.2  g^  Zz  6 


-•     « 

.     •-• 

^    •« 

js  i 

«  X  • 

«s| 

•  op  5 

£  ^  © 
fe  ■  ^ 

fi-s  a 

abcQ, 
ee  a  ce 

c*".  6 
Z  cS5 

«  Z  rt 


S5 


'« 


£    5z;o 


8 
< 


o<coo 


c  •  o 

sci  a 

c  «;  (J  e  o 

.  o    • 


«ftO  _ 

— 'a 

« 

U3  sZ5« 

_  a* 
«      •-— 

4,   O   o     • 

jO  O  s* 

•^  ®  o  « 

•gets 

s    .    .  o 

•<OOU 


9 

a 


a 

o 

4; 


• 
■a      « 

2    SS 


-•         9 


fi 

CD 

tfT 

>> 

c 

« 


04 

.ca 


.2       e 


9 
OS 
& 

k 
9 
jO 


9 
ee 
& 

k 

9 


9n  a-fi 

<     < 


a 
9 

k 

9 

5      a 

g         9 


!>• 

00 

9 
08 

00 


6 

Z 

■■ 
ee 


»^  **  « 


O  u  o  o 

9 
O 

o 


o 


«n- 


Oi  n  lA  iA<-i 


PC«0«SiftO 

*•  **  t*  t- 1*  r*  f»  t^ 


g^sggs§:2ggSs§^SS 

5    2  5  22 

SS   g        s  ^^ 


S     ^^^S^Sgggg 
2     2222     2 


•SB-  a  *  *  ^  ^  •; 51 « 


ssss 

k    k    k    k 

C   9   9  » 

aaaa 


9 


«  & 
«  S 
9  9 

MM 
ee  X 
o  o 


|£££ 
i  9  8  s 

S  «  «  S 

.ssas 

^    CO 


2     2  2 


^ 
m 


®  s  « 
«»  9  « 

9  9  9 

MMM 
ee  eS  ee 
o  o  o  w  -    ^ 

2222.2  i£j2 
^  ^  ^ 

OD  —  O 


c  o  o  o 

O  •f  «•'  «^''  <;f 


J3  JPg2 

S6  =  fi«2 


-  o  2 


2-S 


a 


'•••'...'...''■'.    'rr  V     M   :  o^yi       :       ;:".;.5''' 

Aii^Ssoooooooooooo-Skoi^Qkc'*'      Q      eoooecMoeQ 

I!?  I  -if  I 


9  ^  O 


■^1 


380  NAVAX.   AFFAIRS. 

Copiti  of  tetters  rejecting  coal. 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Bostok, 

Chief  £ngineer*s  Department, 
Inspector's  Office^  September    ,1870. 

Sir  :  I  reppectfullj  report  that  upon  examination  subsequent  to  inspection,  I  find  the 
coal  in  the  steamer  Panther  to  be  of  a  verj- inferior  anality  to  that  exhibited  in  the 
hatches  for  examination,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  should  not  be  received,  as  it  contains  a  rery 
large  percentage  of  slate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH'D  M.  BARTLEMAN, 

'  Chief  Engineer f  V.  8,  A. 
FoxHALL  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N., 

Captain  and  Executive  Officer^  United  Stales  Nary-Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston. 
»  Chief  Engineer's  Department, 

Inspector's  Office,  September  28, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  I  have  examined  the  coal  in  the  hatches  of  the  schooner 
Loretta  Fish,  and  find  it  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  and,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  be  re- 
ceived. , 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

RICH'D  M.  BARTLEMAN. 
Chief  Engineer  and  Imspeetor. 
Captain  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N., 

Executive  Officer,  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


United  States  Navy -Yard,  Boston, 

Chief  Engineer's  Department, 

Inspector's  Office,  September  29,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  I  have  examined  the  Lehigh  lump  coal  in  the  achooner 
Rhoda  Holmes,  and  find  it  of  a  very  inferior  quality  and  full  of  slate,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
should  not  be  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

RICH'D  M.  BARTLEMAN, 

Chief  Engineer  and  Inspector. 
Captain  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N., 

Executive  Officer,  Navy-  Yard. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Chief  Engineer's  Department, 

Inspector's  Office,  187  . 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  I  have  examined  the  coal  in  schooner  Mary  D.  Haskell* 
and  find  it  of  such  an  inferior  quality  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  should  not  be  received. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

RICH'D  M.  BARTLEMAN, 

Chief  Engineer  and  Inspector, 
Captain  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N., 

Executive  Officer,  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


[TeleRram.1 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  26, 1874. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard  ; 

Don*t  stop  the  work  in  Construction  Department  this  month. 

W  M.  REYNOLDS, 
For  Secretary  of  the  Kavff, 


BOSTON   NAVY-YARD.  381 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.  ,  September  29,  1874. 

Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Navy-  Yardf  Boston : 

Betiin  in  October  the  same  force  you  had  in  September,  without  any  additions. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  October  7,  1874. 

CuMBiANDANT  Navy-Yard,  Bostoti,  Ma88.  : 

Yon  will  employ  twenty  additional  men  in  Construction  Department,  by  order  of  the  Se«- 
ntaiy.  , 

I.  HANSCOM. 
Chief  of  Bureau, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  16,  1874. 

Sir:  For  the  purpose  of  completing  the  spars  and  boats  for  the  new  sloops  of  war,  and 
for  stowing  the  timber  in  the  yard  under  your  command,  you  are  aathonzed  to  increase 
the  force  under  this  bureau  sufficiently  for  the  above  purposes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Tard,  Boston, 
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(No.  41.)     Report  of  labor  for  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  navy-tfard,  September^  I. 
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RespectfoUy  submitted. 


To 


(jommandanu 


Naval  Oonttructor,  U.  S.  N, 


Figures  In  roman  represent  men  required.    Figures  in  black  letter  represent  men  discharged. 


BOSTON  NAVy-YARD. 
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<No  41.)    Report  of  labor  for  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  ^  Navy-Tardj  Xovember, 

1874. 
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Respectfully  sabmltted. 


To 


Nar>al_  Oonttructor,  U^  S,  N. 


Commandant. 


Figures  in  roman  represent  men  required.    Figures  In  black  letter  represent  men  dls:harged. 


BOSTON   NAVY-YAKD. 
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(No.  41.)    Bepert  of  labor  for  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Navy-Tardy  December ^ 

1874. 


Betpeetfnlly  rabmitted. 
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H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  2 


; 

Total  nnmber  on  roll 
^              December  Ist. 

VESSELS    BUILDING    AND 
PAIRTNO. 

RE- 

Claaiiflcatitfn. 

i 

r-t 

Q 

• 

1 

1 

Q 

Total  for  Decem- 
ber roll 

« 

SblDtrriditfl............... 

18 

Borert....... ••....-.....--..... 

SawTort  ............<................................••■.....■... 

Millinen 

1 

14 

•••••• 

•••••• 

1 

Joiners........... ................... •••••.••. ..•..•.•■..•■■...... 

14 

Cabtnet-makem  ................................................... 

Pattem-maken....... ................................ .......... .. 

Shipffinithii 

11 

11 

Ht<i^Tn.lm.fnmorM  tnoti __.«._«.•.«_....    __._..__«.__    ...... 

Heaw  forven. ......................... ....... .................. 

Machinfptff 

Iron*  Dialers..... ....... .......................................... 

11 

1 

13 

OalTaniseni ...................................................... 

Msat*nakers  ....•.....■•••....  ••■•■•■■.■.•■■••••.....•  .••■■• 

4 

3 
5 

1 

...... 

...... 

••■••• 

7 

Boat-ballden 

5 

Piintprs. 

3 

Block -makers 

6 

Turners... ................................................ ....... 

Plumbers  ...........................................a...... 

4 
3 

1 

5 

BreiMi-fonnderB • 



...... 

3 

Tinners........ 

Coppersmiths. 

Coopers...... 

1 
S 

7 
6 

1 

3 

Engine- tenders •.....• 

2 

Firemen 

• 

7 

Laborers ......................................................... 

...... 

6 

Laborers'  riggers..... ................................ ............ 

Calkers .'. 

6 

6 

Spinners................. .......................... .............. 

^tnre.himds 

Ship-keepers.. .................................... ............... 

17 
8 
5 
2 
1 

1 

18 

8 

Detailed  men 

5 

o 

A9>q«^iM^t  ^i^ngbtsnian ........xu.     .u..... 

1 

135 

2 

2 

2 

1 

142 

Ifaval  Const  ruclor,  U.  S.N. 


-25 


386  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office,  March 'ZS^  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  may  remember  that  when  repljinf^  to  your  inqairj  yesterday  reffarding 
unauthorized  timber  beiuff  in  the  yard,  I  quoted  from  a  letter  from  myself  to  the  Chief  of  * 
Bureau  of  Construction,  dated  September  4,  1874,  and  then,  in  following^  alone  the  chain 
of  correspondence,  discovered  an  error  in  the  dates  which  I  could  not  account  for.  I  then 
dropped  the  dates  and  g^ve  the  substance  of  the  correspondence.  I  now  find,  upon  an  ex- 
amination of  the  recoras  of  this  office,  that  the  date  given  by  me  as  the  4th  should  have 
been  the  24th.  I  therefore  send  vou  the  within  correspondence,  with  the  reauest  that  it  may 
be  inserted  in  the  record,  as  a  substitute  lor  the  verbal  testimony  «ven  on  tnis  point,  should 
the  committee  deem  it  necessary.  The  letter  marked  **D"  is  added  to  show  the  action  of 
the  bureau  on  my  report. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Cmnmodore,  U.  S,  Navf. 
Hon.  R.  Q-  Mills, 

Chairman  Subcommittee  Naval  Affairs. 


A. 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant'i  Office,  Siptember  23,  1874. 

Sir  :  Before  leaving,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  assigning  you  to  duty  at  the  New  York 
navy-yard,  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  a  statement  of  all  lumber,  timber,  or  articles 
of  any  kind  now  in  the  yard  which  have  not  been  covered  by  duly  approved  requisitions. 
You  will  embrace  in  your  statement  the  quantities,  dates  of  deliveries,  and  the  specific 
authority  under  which  they  were  delivered. 

You  will  also  embrace  in  the  same  statement  the  amount  of  rejected  material  of  all  kinds 
remaininf^  in  the  vard ;  how  long  it  has  been  here,  by  whom  delivered,  whether  on  contract 
or  requisition,  with  dates  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
•  Commodore,  Cammandamt. 

Naval  Constructor  S.  H.  Poor,  IT.  S.  N., 

Navjf-  Yard,  Boston, 
Conect  copy. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 


B. 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  September  24, 1874. 

Commodore  :  Please  find  inclosed  a  statement  of  lumber,  timber,  and  other  articles  called 
for  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  now  in  the  yard,  which  have  not  been  covered  by  duly 
approved  requisitions.  Also  a  statement  of  the  qualities,  dates  of  deliveries,  and  authorihr 
by  which  the^  were  delivered,  and  the  amount  of  rejected  materials  remaining  in  the  yard, 
by  whom  debvered,  whether  on  contract  or  requisition. 

I  would  say  that  there  has  been  delivered  by  Messrs.  Trickey  &,  Jewett  32,047  cubic  feet 
yellow-pine  stock-log^,  5,278  cubic  feet  white-oak  plank  stock-log^,  650  white-oak  knees, 
not  covered  by  approved  requisitions. 

(To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  the  above  was  delivered  by  consent  of  the  bureau.) 

2,697^  cubic  feet  locust  tioiber  approved,  price  in  dispute. 

Reeded  timber, 

200  feet  white-oak  plank,  property  of  Jewett  &,  Trickey,  delivered  July  2S,  1674. 
12  white-oak  knees,  property  of  Jewett  &  Trickev,  delivered  April  29,  1874. 
18  hickory  butts,  property  of  Jewett  &.  Trickey,  aeliverod  April  26,  1873. 
5  hickory  spars,  property  of  Jewett  &  Trickey,  delivered  July  26,  1873. 
Rejectea  same  dates : 
About  300  sticks  live-oak  timber,  property  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  delivered  between  1371  and 

1874,  inclusive. 
25  sticks  live-oak  timber,  property  of  James  Bigler  &;  Co.,  delivered  July  12,  1871 ;  rejected 
same  date. 

Very  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  H.  POOK, 

Naval  Constructor,  C.  8.  N. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N  , 

Commandant  /Vavj)-  Yardy  Boston, 
Correct  copy. 
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C. 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  September  24,  1874. 

Sir  :  It  having  come  to  my  knowledfce  that  very  considerable  quantities  of  timber  and 
other  materials  have  been  delivered  at  this  yard  for  which  there  was  no  requisitions  or  other 
authority,  I  called  upon  the  naval  constructor  for  information  in  re^rd  to  it  I  inclose  copy 
of  his  reply,  and  would  respectfully  request  the  instructions  of  the  bureau  in  the  matter. 

If  material  is  delivered  in  the  vard  in  this  way,  without  requisition  or  authority  cominf^ 
through  the  commandant,  it  will  oe  impossible  for  him  to  properly  scrutinize  bills  or  keep 
the  run  of  affairs.  In  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  state  of  things,  I  shall  forbid  the 
reception  of  all  material  not  covered  by  duly  approved  requisitions  or  directions  from  the 
bureau. 

I  would  also  call  the  bureau's  attention  to  the  rejected  timber  in  the  yard,  some  of  which 
seems  to  have  been  here  since  1871. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

Chirf  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair ^  Washington,  D,  C. 

Correct  copy. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 


D. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Octo6er5,1874. 

Sir:  You  will  please  have  requisitions  made  for  the  white-oak  and  yellow-pine  timber, 
and  for  the  650  white-oak  knees  delivered  by  Messrs.  Trickey  and  Jewett,  in  the  yard  under 
your  command,  for  which  bills  can  be  made  for  the  knees  at  regulation  prices,  and  for  the 
white  oak  and  yellow  pine  at  fair  market-prices. 

Bills  for  locust  timber  will  be  made  at  the  lowest  market-price. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.. 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 

Correct  copy. 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS. 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

December  24,  1875. 

A  board,  of  which  Captain  R.  Chandler  is  senior  oflScer,  convened  by  order  of  the  com- 
mandant, dated  December  7,  1875,  met  this  day,  all  the  members  present.  * 

In  order  to  procure  necessary  books  and  papers  to  enable  the  board  to  proceed  with  the 
duty  assigned  them,  an  adjournment  was  had  until  January  4, 1876,  when  the  board  met,  all 
the  members  present. 

Philip  Cassidy,  foreman  Joiner  in  yards  and  docks  department,  was  called,  and  in  re- 
sponse to  questions  stated :  That,  with  the  exception  of  one  lot,  he  had  never  been  called 
to  measure  or  inspect  any  lumber  received.  Such  inspection  is  performed  by  a  laborer  in  the 
department,  named  Dimon.  He  has  made  objection  to  the  civil  engineer,  to  the  quality  of 
lumber  received.  Was  asked  by  Mr.  Haskell,  clerk  to  civil  engineer,  in  July,  1875,  to  sign 
for  20,000  feet  of  lumber  more  than  he  had  expended ;  this  he  refused  to  do. 

Thomas  H.  Haskell,  clerk  to  civil  engineer  called:  Stated  that  he  never  asked  Mr. 
Csssidy  to  sign  for  more  lumber  than  he  had  expended.  About  the  year  1872,  shingles  were 
iasced  in  place  of  mahogauv. 

William  E.  Delano,  clerk  in  charge  of  store-house,  stated  that  in  July,  1875,  he  handed  a 
store-order  to  Mr.  Cassidy  to  sign.  Said  order  called  for  20, 000  feet  of  lumber  in  excess 
of  what  he  had  actually  used.  Mr.  Cassidy  declined  to  sign  it,  and  was  directed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Haskell  who  would  explain  matters.  At  the  time  ne  took  charge  of  the  store-house, 
asked  Mr.  Bartlett,  acting  civil  engineer,  if  he  was  responsible  for  such  material,  as  proved 
to  be  short,  he  having  heard  it  intimated  that  there  was  a  large  deficiency  in  lumber^  and 
also  suggested  that  a  survey  be  held.  Have  never  been  asked  to  make  otdera  ioi  mox«  TQAk- 
terial  than  was  expended. 
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Hr. Cassidj  recalled:  Stated  that  Coleman,  who  then  had  charge  of  the  lumber^  1874, 
was  in  the  habit  of  delivering  stock  to  the  man  who'run  the  planing* mill ;  said  stock,  after 
beinff  dreased  at  the  mill,  was  sent  to  the  store-house.  This  was  done  in  violation  of 
Hs  (t.'s)  orders.  Think  this  stock  was  afterward  sent  out  of  the  yard  by  means  of  passes 
issued  bj  the  civil  engineer.  Was  requested  in  several  instances  to  sign  vouchers  lor  more 
matorial  than  had  been  used  by  him.  Was  asked  to  do  so  by  Mr.  Gresham,  assistant  store- 
clerk  ;  also  by  the  civil  engineer.  (Mr.  Hastings.)  Always  refused  to  sign  lictitioas  vouch- 
ers or  orders.  Was  told  that  if  I  did  not  sign  them  other  parties  would  ;  and  was  also  told 
that  it  was  my  business  to  sign  such  vouchers  or  orders  as  were  presented  to  me  by  the 
atore-clerk.  In  July,  1875,  was  asked  by  Mr.  Haskell  to  aign  for  20,000  feet  of  lumber,  in 
excess  of  what  I  had  used. 

Mr.  Dimon  called  :  Have  had  charge  of  the  lumber  in  yards  and  dock  department  sinoe 
November,  1875.  Keep  record  of  stock  expended,  it  being  issued  on  orders  signed  by  Mr. 
Cassidy.  Sometimes  have  issued  lumber  on  verbal  orders.  No  lumber  has  been  received 
since  he  has  had  charge. 

Mr.  Averill  :  Had  charge  of  lumber  in  yards  and  dock  department  for  about  a  year  pre? 
vious  to  November,  1875.  Measured  lumber,  received  and  expended,  and  sent  report  of 
same  to  civil  engineer's  office.  Expended  lumber  on  written  and  verba  1  orders  from  foreman 
joiner;  never  knew  of  lumber  being  taken  out  of  the  ^ard.  Kept  small  account-book 
from  which  made  returns  monthly  to  civil  engineer.     Adjourned. 

January  6. 

Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment     All  members  present. 

William  £.  Delano,  store-clerk,  recalled:  In  July,  1875,  handed  Mr.  Cassidy  an  order 
for  a  Quantity  of  lumber  in  excess  of  that  expended  by  him,  (Cassidy.)  This  order  Mr. 
Cassiay  refused  to  sign.  Told  him  to  see  Mr.  Haskell,  who  would  explain  matters  to  him. 
Understood  that  it  was  desired  by  Mr.  Haskell  to  secure  Cassidy 's  signature  to  this  order,  so 
the  store-books  might  be  made  to  balance  more  nearly.  His  attention  was  first  called  to 
deficiency  in  lumber  at  the  time  he  took  charge  of  the  store. 

Thomas  H.  Haskell,  clerk  to  civil  engineer,  recalled  :  Stated  that  in  July,  1875,  Mr. 
Delano  reported  to  him  that  Mr.  Cassiay  had  refueed  to  sign  an  order  for  lumber  that  had 
been  presented  to  him  ;  asked  Mr.  Cassidy  why  he  refused  to  sign  it,  and  he  said  because 
he  ha>d  not  used  so  much  as  was  there  called  for  by  20,000  feet.  Told  him  (Cassidy)  that 
he  had  previously  used  large  quantities  of  lumber  on  building  No.  77  and  other  work  that  he 
had  not  signed  for,  and  this  was  to  make  up  for  that  used  in  the  past.  After  this  explanaUon 
Mr.  Cassidy  signed  the  order. 

Account  for  the  deficiency  in  lumber  from  the  fiftct  that  large  quantities  of  lumber  have 
been  used,  but  not  expended  on  the  books,  as  it  should  have  been.  Since  July,  1874,  the 
difficulty  has  been  remedied  by  having  foremen  and  others  who  had  used  material  in  the 
past  sign  up  orders  for  such  material.     Mr.  Cassidy  has  signed    for  material  uaed  in  the 

Sast.  Did  not  tell  Mr.  Delano  that  he  wanted  to  straighten  out  his  books,  as  a  reason  for 
esiring  Cassidy  to  sign  orders,  as  having  received  more  lumber  than  he  had  used. 

The  deficiency  in  lumber  was  kuQwn  and  talked  about,  about  a  year  or  more  ago.  Civil 
engineer  reported  for  duty  in  August,  1874,  and  at  that  time  I  informed  him  of  the  defi- 
ciency existing.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  civil  engineer  to  inspect  the  lumber  received,  but 
he  has  never  done  that  duty  personally  ;  the  duty  having  been  performed  by  a  laborer, 
(Mr.  Dimon.)  The  system  now  existing  is  for  this  laborer  to  receive  all  lumber  brought 
to  him  without  any  knowledge  of  the  quantity  contracted  for  or  on  hand.  Reports  of  such 
inspection  are  handed  in  to  the  civil  engineer's  office. 

Philip  Cassidy  recalled  :  Stated,  in  reference  to  the  order  in  question,  that  Mr.  Delano 
presented  the  order  to  him  for  his  signature,  but  as  it  called  for  20,000  feet  more  lumber  than 
he  had  used,  he  declined  to  sign  it ;  was  referred  to  Mr.  Haskell,  who,  after  my  refusal  to 
sign  the  order  as  it  then  stood,  changed  the  amount,  by  erasing  the  figure  1 ,  which  had  been 
previously  affixed. 

This  change  being  made,  the  order  was  signed.  [The  order  referred  to,  No.  492,  dated 
July  31,  1875,  is  submitted,  and  the  following  explanation  given  as  to  the  changes  made: 
The  original  order  cAliing  for  6,280  feet  of  pine  timber  (being  the  amount  actually  osed) 
was  increased  in  amount  by  prefixing  the  figure  1,  thus  making  IG,28U  feet,  and  4,871  feet 
of  spruce  joist  (being  the  amount  actually  used)  was  similarly  treated,  making  14,871  feet.] 
Tola  Mr.  Haskell  that  he,  Cassidy,  didn't  create  the  deficiency  in  the  luml^r,  and  didn't 
propose  to  help  cover  it  up.  Mr.  Haskell  never  told  witness  that  the  lumber  in  question 
nad  been  expended  by  him  in  building  No.  77  in  the  past,  and  that  this  was  to  cover  up 
such  expenditure. 

Otis  Little,  foreman  of  masons,  called :  Required  some  lumber  in  January  or  Febru- 
ary, 1875,  for  sewer  purposes — say  8,000  or  10,000  feet  of  spruce.  Keeps  no  regular  book  of 
expenditures.  Requires  so  mi\ch  material  for  a  job.  Think  the  sewer  was  built  about  two  years 
ago,  before  Mr.  Granger  was  appointed  civil  engineer.  Keeps  no  regular  account  of  bis  work, 
but  did  keep  an  account  of  labor  and  material  expended  in  repairing  dredger.  Have  drawn 
Btaging-lumher  during  the  past  year.    Drew  from  the  sheds  without  the  civil  engineer's 
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op3er.  Don't  know  whether  he  could  g^et  any  lumber  or  not  without  the  civil  engineer's 
order.  For  some  months  the  order  has  been  not  to  deliver  except  upon  the  civil  engineer's 
•order. 

Cr«org^  W.  Pierce,  draughtsman  to  civil  engineer :  Was  present  in  July,  1875,  when  Mr.  Del- 
ano spoke  to  Mr.  Haskefl  in  relation  to  the  order  referred  to.  Delano  said  to  Haskell  that 
Cassidy  refused  to  sign  the  order.  Haskell  turned  round  and  said,  "  By  God,  he  will  have 
to  sign  it."  There  was  no  further  conversation  between  them  that  I  recollect.  Mr.  Cassidy 
afterward  told  me  he  did  not  sign  the  order ;  and  also  told  me  that  he  informed  Civil  Engi- 
neer Granger  that  Haskell  wanted  him  to  sign  an  order  for  a  false  amount  of  lumber,  and 
Mr.  Granger  said,  in  reply,  that  he  supposed  Haskell  was  trying  to  clear  his  books.  Cas- 
■sidy  said  to  the  civil  engineer  that  he  didn't  propose  to  help  Haskell  clear  his  books. 
Knew  a  year  or  more  ago  that  there  was  a  discrepancy  in  the  lumber-account.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1875,  Mr.  Granger  gave  witness  an  order  to  make  a  survey  of  some  lumber  in  sheds. 
Mr.  Averill  had  charge  of  lumber,  and  had  submitted  a  sort  of  running  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  lumber  on  hand,  and  made  a  report  to  the  civil  engineer,  showing  a  large  de- 
ficiency. Was  sent  to  make  survey ;  did  so,  and  reported  to  civil  engineer.  This  survey 
refers  only  to  a  lot  of  lumber  now  covering  live-oak  timber  in  the  lower  yard.  In  October, 
1875,  the  only  honest  survey  of  lumber  ever  made  was  had.  Accounts  for  the  deficiency  of 
lumber  from  the  fact  that,  in  his  opinion,  larg^  quantities  of  lumber,  carried  on  the  books,, 
was  never  even  received  in  the  yara.  Thinks  there  is  no  responsible  survey  or  inspection 
of  lumber  when  received.  The  store-clerk  never  surveyed  lumber.  Coleman,  a  laborer, 
was  put  in  charge  of  the  business  of  receiving  and  delivering  lumber.  The  sewer  was  built 
in  June  and  July,  1874,  during  the  time  Mr.  Bartlett  was  in  charge.  Believe  it  was  in 
February,  1875,  that  Mr.  Little,  foreman  of  masons,  signed  for  large  quantities  of  lumber. 

Board  adjourned  until  vouchers  could  be  obtained  from  the  bureau. 

January  11. 

Board  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  the  members  present. 

Several  stpre-orders,  upon  examination,  were  found  to  be  irregular ;  iu  one  case  not  being 
«iened  by  the  party  receiving  the  material. 

X.  T.  Bnckly,  inspector  of  paints,  was  called  to  identify  his  signature  upon  store-orders, 
and  also  upon  voucners,  and  m  both  instances  he  declared  the  signatures  affixed  not  his 
owro,  nor  had  he  authorized  any  one  to  sign  for  him. — [Store-order  No.  288  submitted.] 

Philip  Cassidy  recalled :  Produced  statements  of  lumber  expended  by  him  for  the  years 
1874-'75,  showing  that  he  had  expended  and  signed  for  all  the  lumber  used  on  sewer  built 
in  June  and  July,  1874 ;  but  it  is  shown  by  store-order  No.  231,  February  27th,  1875,  [here- 
with submitted,  J  some  months  after  completion  of  the  sewer,  that  Mr.  Little  signed  for  a 
lanre  qoantity  of  lumber,  presumably  used  in  building  the  same  sewer. 

Otis  Little,  foreman  of  masons,  recalled:  Estimates  that  he  used  about  10,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber in  the  sewer,  and  signed  vouchers  for  the  same.  Was  asked  by  Mr.  Haskell  if  he  did 
not  use  lumber  on  the  sewer,  and  stated  that  he  did — kept  no  account  of  material  expended. 
Relied  upon  others  to  keep  such  accounts,  and  subsequently  signed  such  orders  and  vouch- 
-^n  as  were  presented  to  him.  Never  was  allowed  a  clerk,  and  was  obliged  to  do  his  own 
writing. 

Board  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  12th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

«  January  12. 

Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  All  the  members  {Present.  No  witnesses  were  ex- 
^amined,  and  the  report  was  made  up. 

January  13. 

Board  met.  All  members  present.  The  report  and  minutes  of  the  evidence  were  read,  the 
report,  as  submitted,  signed,  and  the  board  adjourned  nne  die, 

« 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  prooeedings  of  the  board. 

S.  £.  CHANDLER, 

Recorder  of  the  Board, 


Washington,  D.C,  Fe^rioiry  10,  1876, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statements  in  reply  to  the  board  ordered  by 
Bureau  of  Tarda  and  Docks,  December  15, 1875,  to  investigate  the  probable  cause  of  deficien- 
•cy  of  lumber  in  that  department  at  the  Boston  navy- yard. 

I  joined  the  station  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1874.  .  I  had  hardly  assumed  charge 
when  I  was  informed  by  foremen,  clerks,  and  others  that  the  amounts  of'^lumber  called  for 
by  the  books  were  not  in  the  yard.  On  investigation  I  found  the  lumber  in  a  very  bad  con.- 
-dttion,  some  in  sheds  and  some  laying  out  exposed. 
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It  was  in  charg^e  of  a  man  named  Coleman,  rated  as  laborer,  at  $2  per  daj.  He  seemed  to 
me  to  be  too  ignorant  a  man  to  have  charge  of  so  much  property,  and  I  applied  to  the  com- 
mandant, £.  T.  Nichols,  to  allow  me  an  assistant  store-clerk,  at  a  fair  salary,  whoee  datj  it 
should  be  to  have  charge  of,  receive,  and  issue  the  lumber. 

This  he  told  me  would  be  impossible,  for  he  knew  the  bureau  would  not  allow  another 
clerk.  I  then  suggested  placing  a  man  there  who  was  competent,  and  giving  himtheptjof 
mechanic,  ^.26  per  day.  This  ne  said  would  be  a  false  muster,  but  upon  my  urging  it,  u  I 
thought  it  a  necessity,  he  consented,  and  a  Mr.  Ayerill,  rated  as  a  wharf-bailder,  wai 
plac^  there.  I  g^t  the  loan  of  an  old  iron  pilot-house  from  the  constructor,  hauled  it  to  the 
lumber-sheds,  got  permission  to  have  a  fire  in  it,  and  establish  it  as  the  office  for  the  lumber- 
clerk. 

He  entered  upon  his  duties  in  November,  1874,  with  instructions  to  make  accurate  meM- 
urements  of  all  lumber  received  and  issued,  and  report  the  amounts  to  my  office,  and  all  fore- 
men were  ordered  to  draw  their  supplies  from  him. 

He  was  also  ordered  to,  as  speedily  as  possible,  assort  and  repile  the  lumber,  and  meas- 
ure it  as  he  handled  it,  and  the  foreman  or  laborers  was  instructed  to  furnish  him  what  men 
he  could.    I  informed  the  commodore  at  the  time  that  I  was  taking  the  account  as  ftftu 

rNBsible  with  the  few  men  I  bad.  The  survey  showed  a  deficiency  of  nearly  half  a  million  feet. 
reported  it  to  the  commodore,  and  after  going  over  it  again  to  my  own  satisfaction,  told 
him  I  was  satisfied  of  the  correctness.  Told  him  I  would  rather  have  a  **  board  of  officers*' 
go  over  it,  as  then  there  could  be  no  cause  for  future  surveys,  and  would  have  more  wei|^bt 
tnan  a  statement  made  from  my  own  department  He  consented,  and  going  to  iny  office,  I 
wrote  him  officiallv  to  that  effect  He  appointed  a  board  of  which  Commander  Selfridge 
was  chairman.  They  handed  and  measured  the  lumber,  and  it  was  found  to  affreewith  mj 
account  as  nearly  as  two  such  surveys  would.  The  originid  report  of  this  board  was  sent  to 
the  bureau  as  a  voucher,  with  a  statement  giving  the  amounts  of  lumber  as  per  books,  and 
in  another  column  the  amounts  as  per  the  survey,  with  two  other  columns  showing  sur- 
plus and  deficiencies ;  and  in  a  letter  transmitting  it,  I  asked  the  bureau  to  allow  me  to  take 
up  in  my  next  Quarterly  return  the  amounts  as  found  by  the  survey. 

The  bureau  tnen  wrote  to  the  commodore  of  the  yard  to  order  a  board  to  investigate  the 
probable  cause  of  the  large  deficiency,  which  was  done.  The  b<Mrd  met,  examined  witnesses, 
and  adjourned.  For  some  unexplained  reason,  this  board  never  called  upon  me  to  testify,  and 
J  never  saw  or  heard  of  their  report  until  it  was  handed  me  here  at  Washington. 

The  injustice  they  have  done  me  will  be  seen  by  the  following : 

They  report  (on  pages  1  and  2)  that  ^*the  civil  engineer  selects,  purchases,  receives,  and 
inspects  all  lumber."  The  fact  is,  all  lumber  is  selected  and  purchased  by  the  purchasing- 
paymaster  at  Boston. 

Mr.  Cassidy  testifies  (page  1  of  testimony)  that  it  is  inspected  by  a  laborer  nanied  Dimoo. 
His  testimony  is  refuted  by  Mr.  Averill  s,  who  testifies  (page  4)  that  for  the  year  previoosto 
last  November  he  measured  all  lumber  received  and  issued,  and  aeain  by  Mr.  Dimon's  testi* 
monv  (on  same  page)  that  nu  lumber  had  been  received  since  he  bad  charge  of  the  timber 
shed.  This  shows  and  proves  that  from  November,  1674,  to  November,  l575, 1  had  a  com- 
petent man  at  the  shed  to  receive  and  issue  lumber. 

Thev  also  say  (on  page  2)  that  I  was  appointed  in  August ;  censure  me  for  not  knowing 
what  I  was  accountable  for,  and  that  **  nearly  a  year  had  elapsed  before  anythiugwasdooe^ 

When  the  facts  are,  that  I  was  not  appointed  in  August  and  did  not  receive  orders  to  join 
the  yard,  I  think,  till  near  the  first  of^  October,  and  Mr.  Pierce  testifies  that  in  Febroar:r. 
1875,  I  ordered  him  to  assist  in  making  a  survey  of  the  lumber,  and  that  he  knew  Mr.  Avcf 
ill  had  charge  of  the  lumber  and  had  made  a  report  to  the  civil  engineer,  showing  a  large  de- 
ficiency. He,  Pierce,  (on  page  11,)  testifies  that  he  considers  the  survey  made  by  the  botfd 
of  officers  the  only  honest  survey  ever  had.  This,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  was  the  sorvej 
made  at  mv  reauest,  and  conformed  very  nearly  to  the  unofficial  survey  I  had  made. 

In  regard  to  the  orders  which  Mr.  LiUle  signed,  and  which  Mr.  Haskell  asked  Mr.  Casndy 
to  sign,  the  board  sav,  when  Mr.  Cassidy  brought  the  fact  to  the  notice  of  the  civil  eugineer, 
"  Mr.  Granger  remarked  that  he  supposed  Mr.  Haskell  wished  to  clear  his  books,  which  remark 
shows  that  Mr.  Granger  was  cognizant  of  the  figtct"    What  are  the  facts  ?    Mr.  Casndy 
don*t  sav  so,  but  Mr.  Pierce  says  that  Mr.  Cassidy  told  him  so.    Why  the  board  use  Mr. 
Pierce's  hearsay  statement,  when  they  had  Mr.  Cassidv  as  a  witness,  and  a  willing  witness 
against  me,  I  cannot  explain  without  impugning  the  fairness  of  the  board.     In  the  winter 
of  1874  and  1875,  Messrs.  Cassidy  and  Little  both  told  me  that  they  had  used  lumber  in  Mr. 
Hastings *s  time  that  had  never  been  accounted  for.    Mr.  Little  said  he  knew  he  had  had  it, 
and  would  and  did  sign  the  order  for  it    As  the  signing  of  the  order  would  account  for  so 
much  of  the  deficiencv,  and  was  in  conformity  with  the  truth  and  the  facts,  as  stated  to  me, 
and  was  not  designed  to  conceal  anything,  I  saw  no  objection  to  it 

The  deficiency  to  be  accounted  for  was  no  concern  of  mine.  It  took  place  before  I  went 
to  the  yard.  The  absence  of  any  possible  motive,  on  the  part  of  anybody,  to  make  what  the 
board  seem  to  consider  a  fraudulent  order,  is  a  complete  answer  to  all  their  inaendoes,  on 
the  same,  against  me,  at  all  events. 

On  pages  6  and  7,  they  tell  of  a  forged  store-order  which  they  found,  but  they  leave  the 
reader  to  suppose  that  it  was  forged  during  my  time.  It  is  dated  nearly  six  months  before  I 
came  to  the  yard. 
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Xhe  board  take  pains  to  say  that  the  fact  of  this  foTf^  order ' '  proves  dishonesty  on  the 
part  of  some  one  in  the  department  of  Yards  and  Docks  office."  As  I  am  the  only  living- 
person  whose  acts  were  nnder  investigation,  and  as  the  report  was  to  be  nsed  for  my  benefit  or 
injnry,  it  cannot  be  donbted  that  the  board  meant  to  insinuate  dishonesty  on  my  part.  They 
caxefally  avoid  mentioning  the  fact,  just  stated,  that  the  forgery,  and  the  others  which  the 
bo&rdsnspect  to  exist,  were  long  before  my  day.  It  is  difficult  for  one  smarting  nnder  the 
injostice  of  such  cowardly  insinuations  to  avoid  returning  the  charge  of  dishonesty  upon 
the  men  who  make  it.  But  perhaps  an  unfounded  prejudice  may  explain  what  seems  so 
inexplicable. 

Again,  on  paee  6,  they  say,  **  The  investigation  also  demonstrated  that  store-orders  were  ir- 
re^iuarly  signed,  some  being  approved  by  the  civil  engineer,  some  by  the  chief  clerk,  and 
some  by  the  foremen."  The  reader  again  would  infer  that  this  was  the  state  of  things  now, 
when  every  officer  of  that  board  knows  that  these  irregularities  only  occurred  during  Mr. 
Hastings^s  administration.  Not  an  order  can  they  find  so  signed  since  I  took  charge,  and 
every  man  who  testified  before  that  board  would  testify  to-day,  if  called,  that  they  never 
sifn^ed  an  order  or  anything  else  requiring  my  signature  for  me. 

Xhey  say  the  luml>er  has  been,  and  still  is,  m  charge  of  an  irresponsible  laborer,  who 
issnes  it  **  on  almost  anybody's  order."  This  implies  that  the  state  of  things  described  has 
been  continuous  during  my  administration.  I  have  already  set  forth  the  facts  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  my  efforts  to  keep  a  suitable  man  in  charge,  but  the  statement  is  wide  of  the  truth 
in  every  respect.  The  laborer  now  employed  has  had  charge  only  since  November  last, 
wben  Mr.  Averill  was  taken  away,  by  order  of  the  commandant,  when  the  force  was  re- 
duced. 

Ilie  method  of  issuing  lumber  during  my  administration  is  this:  A  foreman  needs  lum- 
ber  to  perform  a  certain  work  ;  he  cannot  tell  the  exact  amount,  so  that  an  order  can  be  at 
once  made  out,  but  the  man  at  the  shed  is  ordered  to  give  him  the  lumber,  taking  an  accu- 
rate measurement  of  it,  which  measurement,  in  feet  and  kind,  is  sent  to  my  office,  and  then 
store-orders  are  issued  tor  the  exact  amount  The  store-order  is  issued  once  a  month,  and 
Qo  complaint  has  ever  been  made  of  the  measurements  sent  from  the  shed.  Thus  every 
inch  has  been  accounted  for,  and  this  is  the  **  system"  which  the  board  say  **  would  bank* 
rnpt  any  private  concern."  I  have  taken  up  every  statement  of  the  board,  and  shown  that 
tlieee  statements  are  either  mistakes  of  facts,  or  totally  inapplicable  to  me.  It  remains  to 
re£er  to  their  conclusion  ;  it  is  as  follows  : 

^*  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  vouchers,  orders,  and  books,  (one  important  one 
marked  D,  which  is  inclosed,  and  has  been  kept  in  lead-pencil,  having  marks  of  erasures 
and  substituting  figures. )  the  board  is  of  opinion  that  the  cause  of  deficiency  in  the  lum- 
l>er  in  Yards  and  Docks  department  at  this  yard  is  owing  to  negligence,  carelessness,  and 
miamanagement  on  the  part  of  the  late  Charles  Hastings  and  Civil  Engineer  Brownell 
Grranger."' 

The  board  cannot  even  state  their  conclusion  without  throwing  into  a  parenthesis  a  remark 
which  is  an  implied  charge  of  dishonesty  against  me.  Yet  the  book  marked  D,  as  the  board 
must  have  known,  (although  they  keep  out  of  sight  the  fact,)  was  Mr.  Hastings's  book,  and  I 
never  even  saw  it. 

The  rest  of  their  conclusion,  charging  negligence,  cai^lessness,  and  mismanagement  upon 
noe  as  a  cause  of  the  deficiency  in  lumber  at  the  yard,  is  met  by  t^is  simple  recapitulation 
of  the  facts : 

I.  The  deficiency  existed  as  great  as  at  the  time  the  board  met,  before  I  went  to  the  yard. 

II.  I  first  discovered  the  deficiency  and  set  to  work  to  ascertain  the  amount. 

III.  I  made  the  survey,  and  by  my  own  acts  brought  out  the  investigation. 
lY.  My  whole  effort  has  been  to  make  the  accounts  conform  to  the  truth. 

V.  The  conclusion  of  the  board  is  utterly  disproved  by  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
tW  examined. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  Commodore  Howell,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  did 
(after  reading  the  report  of  this  board)  ask  you  to  dismiss  me.  If  that  report  was  true  as  to 
mCi  I  should  expect  nothing  else  ;  but  instead,  I  claim  I  am  entitled  to  credit  for  bringing 
order  out  of  chaos  in  my  department  of  the  Boston  yard.  Should  any  doubts  exist  to 
tbe  conclusiveness  of  my  answer  to  all  the  statements  and  insinuations  of  the  board,  then 
1  would  respectfully  request  that  an  opportunity  may  be  afforded  me  to  prove  the  actual 
^ts  of  the  case  before  a  competent  and  impartial  tribunal. 

BROWNELL   GKANGER. 

Hon.  George  M.  Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
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List  of  men  employed  in  the  uavjf'yard,  Boston^  by  order  of  Ch^f  of  Bureau  of  Construction 

and  Repairstfrom  October  25,  1873,  to  March  1,  1876. 


Date. 


Februaiy 
March 


April 


May 
June 


July 
August 


October 


1873. 

October       25 

November      5 

15 

20 

December     9 

26 

1874. 

January       10 

30 

3 

10 

2 

6 

16 

20 

28 

1 

3 

4 


6 


10 
15 
21 
4 
24 


23 
12 


September     7 


8 

14 
19 

12 

16 

28 


Name. 


Jesse  H.  Lord. 
W.  P.  Blaney.. 
J.  S.  Remick... 
Robert  Hanley  . 
Martin  Drake  .. 
Henry  Christie. 


Nath'l  Knowlton.... 

Chas.  Carr 

Walter  A.  Webster... 

Michael  Tobin 

Edward  Swan 

A.  A.  Woodward 

H.  K.  Mahoney 

S.  P.  Edwards 

J.J.Taylor 

Watson  Cannon 

E.  A.  Lewis 

Geo.  K.  Dodge 

Geo.  W.  Nottingham. 

Hugh  Rowan 

Thos.  Gilligan 

Frank  A.  Brown 

P.  W.  GoUiff 

S.Holbroke 

Andrew  Jackson 

Geo.  P.  Smith 

Richard  Dee 

Geo.  B.  Bushee 

J  no.  McCormick 

Jas.  Cunningham . . . . 

Jno.  H.  RoMrts 

A.  F.  Anderson 

O.  H.  Simons 

Everett  Dodge 

Geo.  W.  Cook 

W.W.Davis 

Theo.  A.  Melvin 

F.  F.  Tilden.  jr 

Hufifh  Rowan 

S.  S.  Lincoln 

S.P.Edwards 

Chas.  Coy 

Peter  McKenna 

John  Corcoran 

Jas.  McElroy 

DanU  Madden 

John  Conley 

Edward  McSweeney. 
Jno.  L.  Chapman.. .. 

Joel  Gilmore 

Collins  Edwards  . . . . 

Geo.  W.  Wood 

Merton  Simonds 

Joel  F.  Cotton 

A.  A.  Norton 

G.  P.Phinney 


Rating. 


Writer 

Quar.  shipkeepers 

Foreman  bending-mill. 

Shipwright 

Store-laborer 

Laborer 


Boat-buildet 

Plumber 

Iron-plater 

Bolter 

Block-maker 

Quar.  bras8-fini0her 

Boat-builder 

Painter 

Calker 

Shipwright 

Iron-plater 

....do 

Shipwright 

do 

Borer 

Iron-plater 

....do 

Boat-builder 

Calker 

....do 

Blacksmith 

Painter 

Borer  and  bolter 

....do. ...do  .......... 

Iron-plater 

Ship-Keeper 

Second-class  iron-plater 

Iron-plater 

Quar.  saw-mill 

Writer 


A 


Writer 

Shipwright 

Bolter 

Painter 

Iron-plater.... 
Laborer  ...... 

...do 

...do 

Blacksmith  ... 

...do 

...do 

Joiner 

...do 

Painter 

Writer 

Assistant  clerk 

Writer 

Store-laborer  .. 
Writer 


& 

« 

o 

p. 

04 


$3  25 

3  00 

4  50 
326 
2  76 

2  00 

3  26 
3  00 
3  26 

76 
26 
76 


2 
3 
4 

3  26 


3 
3 
3 
3 


00 
50 
26 
26 
3  26 
3  26 
3  26 

2  76 
326 

3  26 
3  28 
3  50 
350 

50 
00 
76 
76 
3  26 
2  50 


3 
3 
2 
2 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 


00 
26 
76 
25 
76 
25 
26 
76 
3  00 
3  26 

2  00 

3  00 


2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
2 
3 


00 
50 
50 
50 
26 
26 
00 
25 
25 
25 
76 
25 


^ 
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List  of  men  emplotfed  in  the  navy-yifrd,  Boston^  by  order  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Canstmetiou 
and  Repair,  from  October  25,  1873,  to  March  1,  1876— Continued. 


Dftte. 


1H74. 
December 


1675. 
JftnOAry 


April 
April 
June 


h\y 


Angtut 


5 

9 
19 
21 

12 
16 


21 

23 

^  29 

February       I 

9 

J3 

17 

March         11 

16 


17 

7 

16 

28 


9 
20 
21 


24 
4 

6 
7 


9 

28 


30 


Name. 


A.A.Woodward... 

Jer.  Galvin 

Geo.  W.Wood 

Walter  A.  Webster. 


Wm.  A.  Kennedy.... 

J.  H.  H.  WiUon 

Dan*l  Donovan 

Patrick  Gilday 

Wm.  Fitzgerald 

Jno.  F.  Marston 

Peter  McGork , 

Frank  A.  Brown 

L.D.Barbedk 

John  Sampson 

Wm.  Butteriok...... 

Jas.  T.  Pierce.. «.... 

W.  A.  Kennedy 

Walter  A.  Webster... 

Hugh  Rowan 

Edward  W.  Hayes.... 

Georg^e  McElvain 

Benjamin  H.  Butler.. 

Thomas  Christie 

George  W.  Cook 

Simon  McKay 

G.W.Cook 

Richard  Die 

Lneins  Bnrbeck..... 

C.W.Parker 

James  P.  George  .... 

G.W.  McElvain 

George  P.  Smith 

Jer.  Galvin 

A-.  A.  Woodward  .... 
Wm.  B.  Spragne  .... 
John  H.  Roberts  .»». 

Hiram  Smith 

L.  D.  Borbeck 

Arthur  A.  Norton.... 
Edward  Reardon  .. .. 
Daniel  Mahoney  .... 

O.  D.  Smith 

Thos.  C.Litchfield... 
E.  A.  Lewis. ........ 

Chas.  D.  McLaughlin 

JohnMnllen 

Harry  W.Dorry 

Alexr. Southworth  ... 

Joseph  W.York 

A.  A.  Norton 

Clarence  Crame 

£.  F.  Sherman 

Thos,  W.  Fields  ...,- 
Cornelias  Kelleher... 

Michael  O^Niell 

George  L.  Grey . 


Rating. 


In  charge  brass  foundery. 

Store-hand 

Writer 

Iron-plater  . .  .* 


Pattern-maker 

Ship-keeper 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Iron-plater 

....do... 

Joiner 

Quar.  tool-room,  &.C. 

Iron-plater 

Calker 


Iron-plater 

Shipwright «... 

Writer 

Iron-plater «.... 

Foreman  galvanizers . . 

Painter 

Quar.  mill-men 

Store-hand ».. 

Quar.  saw-mill 

Quar .  shipkeepers 

Joiner ....« 

Store  clerk «.... 

Iron-plater 

Iron-plater ^ ..... . 

Calker 

In  charge  refuse  wiDod  , 
Quar.  brass  foundry  ... 

Shipwright 

Iron-plater  .^^ 

Shipwright 

Joinder 

Store-hand 

Borer 

..do 

Joiner 

Bolter 

Iron-plater 

Laborer 

Bolter 

Painter 

Shipwright 

Iron-plater 

Store-hand 

Shipwright 

....  do  

Iron-plater 

Laborer 

Third-class  blacksmith 
Calker 


a 


« 


|4  76 

2  76 

3  25 
3  26 


3  50 
2  50 
2  50 
50 
50 
26 
26 
26 
76 
26 
50 


2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


3  26 
3  26 
3  25 

3  26 

4  50' 

3  00 

4  50 

3  50 

4  50 
3  00 
3  26 

1,250  00^ 
3  26 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 


26 
50 
00 
76 
26 
26 
26 
26 
76 
76 
76 
26 
76 
26 
00 
76 
00 
26 
26 
76 
26 
36 
26 
00 
3  00 


3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 


*  Pajr  per  annum. 
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List  of  men  employed  in  the  navy-jiard,  Bo$ton^  by  order  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Constructiom^ 

and  Repair,  from  October  rib,  1873,  to  March  1.  J  876. 


Date. 


1875. 
September    1 1 


October 


February 


25 


30 
4 


16 

22 

November      1 

13 
24 

December     13 
17 
1876. 
Janaary       18 


27 
29 
31 
2 
11 


14 
16 

28 
29 


1 


Name. 


Patrick  Sallivan 

Wm.  Reagan 

Peter  Hayes 

Jeremiah  Sallivan  . .. 

Michael  Sullivan 

L.M.S.Horton 

John  Buckley 

£.  A.  Nyman 

Dan*l  Sweeney 

Geo.  H.  Bachelder  . . . 

John  Lon^ 

Thomas  Silligan. .... 

Michael  Tobin 

Michael  Ryan 

Kean  M.  A.  Mahoney 

W,F.  Horton 

W.  G.  Clapp 

John  B.  Periuns 

£.  D.  Linton 

Michael  Galvin 

JohnB.  Gillette 

Cbas.  H.  Currier 


Thos.  D.Rioe 

Jer.  Galvin 

A.  A.  Woodward  .. 

Jer.  Galvin , 

Homer  J.  Edgerly  . 

Jer.  Galvin 

John  H.  Roberts  . . . 
Thomas  J.  Marston 

Michael  Ryan 

Thomas  J.  Marston. 

Sam*l  Hicks 

Simon  McKay 


Total. 


Rating. 


Laborer 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do , 

Iron-plater 

Second  class  iron-plater. 

Laborer 

..-.do 

Iron-platAT 

Second-class  blacksmith. 

Laborer 

....do 

....do 

Boat-builder 

Writer 

Joiner 

Sawyer  or  shipwright . . . 
Boat-builder 


Shipwright. 


Quar.  shipkeeper 

In  charge  refuse  wood. 
Ldyman  brass  foundry 


Quar.  in  charge  paints 


Second-class  iron-plater. . . . 

Iron-plater 

Laborer 

Quar.  in  charge  iron-platers. 

Calker 

Store  hand •.... 


S 


^  00 
2  00 


2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


00 
00 
00 
26 
00 
00 
00 
26 
26 
00 
00 
00 
26 
25 
26 
26 
26 


3  26 

3  00 
3  00 
326 


4  00 
300 

3  00 
326 

2  00 

4  00 

3  50 
2  75 

145  00 


BOSTON  NAVY-YABD. 


396 


List  of  men  tmployed  in  the  navy-yard,  Boston,  by  order  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam-Engi' 

neering,  from  December  15,  1873,  to  March  25, 1875. 


Date. 


Name. 


1873. 

December 

15 

1874. 

March 

27 

April 
May 

23 
18 

Augrnst 

21 

October 

6 

1875. 

Janiuurj 

5 

8 

Febrnary 

10 

Mircb 

25 

Jas.  Fitzpatrick. 


Geo. A.  Davis .... 
Joseph  Carey  .... 
J.  Austin  Johnson. 

W.  Z.  Bean 

Edward  Otk^^m  ... 

Thos.  Pierce 

Geo.  Thompson... 


Engene  Mack 
Thos.  Pierce  . 
D.  J.  Hurley  . 
Otis  Brady... 


Rating. 


Store  hand 


Machinist. 
Minor  .... 


Machinist 

Brass  foundry 

Quar.  brass  foundry. 


Minor 

Quar.  brass  foundry 

Machinist 

....do 


S 


o 


|2  7& 
3  00 


2  7& 
2  76 
4  76 


4  76 
3  00 
3  00 


Liti  of  men  employed  in  the  navy-yard,  Boston,  by  order  of  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

from  January  10, 1874,  to  January  16, 1875. 


Date. 


1874. 
January       10 


February 

March 

AprU 

May 

July 

August 
^Ptember 
December 
,      1875. 
January 


26 

28 

9 

7 

18 

27 

11 

17 

11 

1 

7 

11 
16 


Name. 


Beniamin  T.  Spooner. 
Nathaniel  Cusning... 
John  W.Trickey,  2d 
Lyman  H.  Bieelow . . . 

John  B.  Hurley 

Merton  Simonos 

Geo.  W.Woods 

Geo.  N.  Williams  . . . . 

Samuel  Ashland 

Jefferson  Sawyer  .... 

Otis  Brady 

Wilson  Thornburg... 
John  W.Holmes 


Geo.  Smith 

Geo.  N.  Williams 


Rating. 


S 


o 

eS 


Ship-carpenter 

do 

Gate-keeper,  &c 

Clerk,  nay igation  department. 

Watchman 

Time-clerk,  cons,  and  repair.. 

Writer 

Oakum-spinner 

Rope-maker 

Engineer 


Laborer,  yards  and  docks . 
Minor  


Apprentice 

Oakum-spinner. 


$3  26 
3  26 
1,000  00* 
1,400  00* 

2  50 
1,500  00* 

3  25 

2  26 

3  50 
3  00 


2  00 

1  82 


2  26 


'  Pay  per  annum. 


^0.267.]  Navy-Department, 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

Washington,  June  16, 1871. 

^IR:  The  bureau  haviog  accepted  an  offer  made  by  Messrs  A.  G.  Cattnll  Sl  Co.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  present  delivery  at  the  Boston  navy-vard  of  100  tons  Manila  hemp,  of  the 
"I^^Qality,  at  15i  cents  per  pound,  and  of  100  tons  best  Riga  rein  hemp,  at  $340  per  ton 
^1^  «««40  pounds,  deliverable  at  the  Boston  navy-yard  within  60  days,  you  will  please  pur- 
chase the  same,  if  it  should  pass  a  satisfactory  inspection. 
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Fnrther  advices  will  he  driven  when  and  where  the  Manila  hemp  can  he  now  inspected, 
«nd  also  when  the  Russia  hemp  arrives. 

Verj  respectfully,  See,  WM.  REYNOLDS, 

Chief  of  BurenM. 
Hear-Admiral  Charles  Steedman, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yardf  Boston,  Mass, 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  J'une  30,  1871. 

To  Rear-Admiral  Steedman, 

Commandant  Navg^Yard,  Charlestown,  Mass. : 

Inspect  and  receive  the  lot  of  Manila  hemp  of  which  hurean  has  written  yon,  if  it  passes 
usual  inspection.  ^ 

WM.  REYNOLDS,  ChUf, 


No.  314.  J  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommanddiU'9  QgUe,  July  6, 1871. 

Sir:  I  forward,  herewith,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  equipment  officer  in  regard  to  Manila 
and  American  hemp.    The  iformer  is  now  being  received,  and  the  latter  has  toou  ordered. 

The  recommendation  for  an  additional  supply  is  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bureau. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

Comnutndaut. 
Commodore  Wm.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,  Washington,  D.  C 


Equipment  Office,  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

July  5, 1871. 
Admiral:  ••••#•• 

The  Manila  hemp  ordered  to  be  '*  inspected  and  received  "  by  bureau's  telegram  of  the  30th 
instant  has  also  oeen  examined,  and  a  portion  of  it  found  to  be  of  good  quality ;  but  there 
being  but  125  tons  In  the  lot,  not  enough  can  be  selected  from  it  to  make  up  the  one  hundred 
tons  required  by  the  bureau.  I  have  given  orders  that  such  of  it  as  can  pass  the  usual 
inspection  be  received  atf  the' rope- walk.  Should  the  bureau  desire  to  increase  the  stock 
of  Manila  on  hand,  a  lot  of  500  tons  of  sun^or  quality  is  offered  by  Messrs.  Joseph  Vickerson 
&  Co.,  of  Boston,  at  14|  cents  per  pouna. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obeoient  servant, 

WM.  F.  SPICER, 
Captain  Equipment  Office. 
Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Rofewalk,  Boston, 

July  3,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  the  lot  American  hemp  belonging  to  Messrs.  Thayer,  Brigham  & 
Co.,  and  I  believe  it  as  represented,  a  first-rate  lot  of  hemp,  and  would  respectfully  xecom- 
mend  its  purchase. 

I  have  also  examined  the  lot  of  Manila  hemp,  or  I  should  rather  say  the  lots  of  hemp,  for  it  is 
made  up  of  sma]l  lots  and  is  stored  in  different  places.  It  is  a  fair  lot  taken  together,  but  not 
as  good  an  article  as  the  last  lot  that  was  purcnased  of  Messrs.  Ropes  &  Co.  As  the  entire 
lot  contains  but  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  (125)  tons,  it  gives  no  opportunity  for  a 
proper  selection,  and  the  price  is  1  cent  per  pound  higher  than  finer  hemp  can  be  had  ait  the 
present  times. 

Messrs.  Joseph  Nickerson  &  Co.  have  a  lot  of  five  hundred  (500)  tons ;  any  part  of 
which  they  offer  to  sell  the  Government  for  14^  cents. 

There  is  really  no  immediate  need  of  purchasing  Makiila  hemp  at  the  present  time ;  still,  if 
ibe  bareau  desires  to  add  to  the  present  stock  ouiv«ii^Q>^  «A^Q\it  two  thousand  (2,000)  bales, 
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iter  opportunity  offers  than  this,  to  select  from  one  hundred  to  three  hundred  tons  of 
i  t^  ManUa.    The  lot  is  so  verr  large  that  it  would  not  have  to  be  selected  so  close,  and  a 
9±>  exceUent  lot  of  hemp  would  be  secured.    I  sincerely  trust  that  preference  will  be  nyen 
lot  of  Messrs.  Nickerson  &  Co.,  as  it  is  cheaper  and  the  quality  is  finer  and  wbiter. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  H.  WEBBER,  Superintendent. 
pt,  W.  F.  Spicrr, 

Equipment  Offiur^  Navff'Yardf  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

Washington,  July  8,  1871. 

:  Your  No.  314,  of  the  6th  instant,  with  inclosure,  is  received, 
bureau  does  not  desire  to  purchase  more  Manila  hemp  for  the  present. 

Catiell  Sl  Co.  have  notified  the  bureau  that  they  will  make  up  the  100  tons 
(their  offer,)  if  the  rejection  of  any  portion  of  the  lot  under  inspection  should  leave 
ciency,  to  which  the  bureau  consents. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  REYNOLDS, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Admiral  Cbas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nav%-  Yard,  Boston. 


^^»  419.]  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruitino, 

Washington,  September  27,  1871. 

^m :  Referrinff  to  bureau^s  letter  No.  267,  of  the  16th,  June  last.  Informing  you  of  the 
^^^Tcliase  firom  Messrs.  Alex.  Cattell  Sl  Co.,  of  100  tons  best  Riga  reim  hemp,  &c,  you 
^^^■^informed  that  the  Pudel,  with  the  above  hemp  on  boards  is  now  expected  to  arrive  at 
"^^JJJon. 

^^^hen  requested,  please  allow  the  vessel  to  oome  to  the  yard,  for  discharge  of  the  hemp, 
*^^2S^*^  it  passes  inspection. 
^Vlien  the  hemp  has  been  passed  and  received,  please  forward  to  this  bureau  the  certifi- 
"^      of  weight. 

Very  respectfully,  Ac, 

WM.  REYNOLDS, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
r-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman, 
Commandant  NavffYard,  Boston. 


^o.  519.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  October  26, 1871. 

Bib  :  I  forward  herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  bureau*s|letter  No.  419,  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
tb«  certificate  of  weights  of  hemp  received  from  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.  per  the  Pudel,  together 
'^ith  a  copy  of  the  tests,  as  furnished  from  the  ropewalk. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STPEDMAN. 

Commandant, 
Commodore  Wm.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,   Washington,  D.  C, 


Office  United  States  Ropewalk, 

Boston,  October '2^,  1871. 

Sir  :  There  has  been  two  tests  of  the  lot  of  hemp  offered  by  Messrs.  Cattell  &  Co.    The 
result  of  the  first  lot  is  as  follows  : 


first  lot. 


Pounds. 

Yarns of20*8,3  trials,  mean  strength 3, 173^ 

Uotarred  yams  of  40's,  3  trials,  mean  strength 4,140 

7, 313i 


Poondi. 

MeaD  strength  of  20'8  and  40*8 3,656 

Percentage  of  tow  and  waste  22^  per  cent. 

Tarred  yarns  of  20*8,  upon  3  trials, mean  strength 2,8]3|^ 

Tarred  yarns  of  40*8,  upon  3  trials,  mean  strength 3,673| 

6, 4861 
Mean  strength  of  SO's  and  40's 3,343 

SECOND  LOT. 

Yarns  of  20*8, 3  trials,  mean  strenjifth 3,243^ 

Untarred  yams  of  40*8,  3  trials,  mean  strength 4,226} 

^Mean  strength  of  20's  and  40*8 7,470 

Tarred  yams  of  20*s,  3  trials,  mean' strength 2,713^ 

Yams  of  40*8,  3  trials,  mean  strength 3,376^ 

Mean  strength  of  20*8  and  40*8 3,043 

The  standard  of  strength  is,  untarred 4,200 

The  standard  of  strength  is,  tarred 3,200 

Respectfully, 

M.  H.  WEBBER.  SuperintendenL 


No.  525.]  United  Stater  Navf-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant' 9  OJke,  October  31,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  would  inform  the  bureau  that  only  about  forty-two  (42)  tons  of  Riga  reim  hemp 
by  the  bark  Pudel,  offered  by  Messrs.  A.  O.  Cattell  Sl  Co.,  has  passed  inspection.  I  have, 
therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  inclosed  request,  authorized  them  to  deliver  from  another 
cargo  the  balance  required  to  complete  the  one  hundred  tons,  subject  to  the  Government  test 
ana  inspection. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN. 
Rtat' Admiral f  Commandant. 
Commodore  Wm.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  N., 

Chi^of  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,   Washington^  D,  C. 


Boston,  October  30,  1871. 

Admiral  :  Out  of  the  one  hundred  tons  Riga  reim  hemp  offered,  e^  bark  Pudel,  by  Hon. 
A.  O.  Cattell,  only  about  forty-two  tons  have  been  accepted  at  the  ropewalk  of  the  Charles- 
town  navy -yard. 

We  are  now  requested  by  Mr.  Cattell  to  offer  for  acceptance  another  invoice  RigA  reim 
hemp,  to  complete  the  one  hundred  tons  ordered  to  be  received  from  him.  Asking  for  this 
permission. 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

ROBT.  B.  STORER  &  CO. 
Admiral  Chas.  Sterdman, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Charlestown, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Commandant' M  Office,  October  ZO,  1871. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  this  date,  you  are  hereby  granted  permission  to  furnish 
the  balance  of  Riga  rein  hemp'referred  to  in  your  communication,  subject  to  the  usual  in- 
spection. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 
Bear* Admiral,  Commandant. 

RoBT,  B.  Storer  &  Co., 

Boston,  Mass, 


f^ 


V 


\ 
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Ko.  539.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandatU^s  Office,  November  6,  1671. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  report  of  the  test  of  a  sample  of  Russia  hemp  received  from 
easrs.  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 
Yery  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

Commandant, 
Commodore  Wm.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruitings  ff'ashington,  D,  C, 


Office  United  States  Rope  walk, 

Boston,  November  2,  1871. 
Sir:  The  followiug  is  the  result  of  test  of  Russia  hemp  offered  by  Messrs.  CattelMb  Co.: 

untarred. 

Pound!. 

Yamsof  20'8,  3  trials,  meanstrength - 3,230^ 

Yams  of  40's,  3  trials,  mean  strength 4,013 

7,243i 

Mean  strength  of  20's  and  40's 3,631 

tarred. 

Yams  of  20's,  3  trials,  mean  strength 2,783 

Tarns  of  40*s,  3  trials,  mean  strength 3,683 

6,466 

Mean  strength  of  20's  and  40*s 3,233 

Percentage  of  tow  and  waste  15|  per  cent. 

Respectfully, 

M.  H.  WEBBER, 

Superintendent. 


/ 


Ko.  477.  J  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

fVa$hingtom,  November  11,  1871. 

Sir  :  Your  letter.  No.  5.79,   of  the  6th  instant,  covering  report  of  the  test  of  a  sample  of 
Russia  bemp  received  from  Messrs.  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  nas  been  received. 
Very  respectfully,  ^our  obedient  servant, 


Sear-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman, 

*      Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 


WM.  REYNOLDS, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 


Ko.490.]      -  Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

Washington,  November  17,  1871. 

Sir  :  Please  inform  the  bureau  if  the  tabular  report  of  test  of  sample  of  hemp  inclosed 
in  your  No.  539,  of  the  6th  instant,  referred  to  the  nrst  lot  of  forty -one  tons  of  hemp,  deliv- 
ered by  Messrs.  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^      ^  WM.  REYNOLDS, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Rear-Admiral  Charles  Steedman, 

Commandant  Navy-lard,  Boston, 
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No.  578.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  November  23,  1671. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  bureau's  letter  No.  490,  of  the  J 7th  instant,  the  equipment  officer  reports 
that  the  report  relative  to  test  of  hemp,  forwarded,  did  not  refer  to  the  first  lot  (41  tons) 
delivered  by  Messrs.  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. ;  it  referred  to  the  last  lot  sent  in,  which  was 
rejected. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN. 

Rear 'Admiral,  Commandant. 
Commodore  Wm. Reynolds,  U.  S.N , 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,  Washington,  D,  C. 


OPEN  PURCHASE. 

Memorandum  of  amounts  paid  for  live-oak  timber  at  Boston  navy-yard,  under  appropriatiom 
**  Construction  and  Repair^^^  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1874. 

No.  525, '73 |ll,d86  55 

No.  560.73 10,678  80 

No.   562,73 8,341  08 

No.  570,73 16,825  33 

No.   578,73 3,434  88 

No.   580.73 9,0^  10 

No.  1004. 73 10,735  05 

No.  1078, 73 12,425  85 

No.  1133, 73 20,275  80 

No.  1284, 73 6,633  45 

No.  1276, 73 7,419  30 

No.   137,74 17,574  60 

No.   416,74 47,219  55 

No.   451,74 54,667  87 

Aggregate 237,253  21 

For  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  (as  above,)  |62, 679.75. 

MEMORANDUM. 

May  28,  1874,  bills  were  made  and  approved  in  favor  of  Swift,  for  $47,219.55,  and  for- 
warded to  bureau  June  29,  1874.  These  oills  were  returned  from  the  bureau  with  orders  to 
have  a  new  set,  in  order  that  they  could  be  paid  from  appropriation  Construction  and  Repair, 
1874  and  1875. 

July  2,  the  bills  w«ne  again  forwarded  to  the  bureau,  and  again,  Augrost  11, 1874,  they 
were'  returned  to  be  made  anew  with  date  May  11  omitted.  New  sets  were  made  and 
finally  forwarded,  August  14,  1874. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  Construction  and  Repair, 

June  29,  1874. 

Sir  :  Inasmuch  as  Mr.  W.  C.  N.  Swift  has  delivered  the  live-oak  timber  much  earlier 
than  anticipated  and  agreed  upon,  some  of  his  deliveries  are  properly  to  be  paid  oui  of 
appropriation  Construction  and  Kepair,  1874-75. 

In  order  to  do  so,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  new  bills  made  out,  dated  and  approved  after 
July  1  next,  which  you  will  please  hHve  done. 
Mr.  Swift's  bill,  amounting  to  |47,2l9i^(^,  is  herewith  returned  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  , 

August  11,  J874. 

Sir  :  Thfe  inclosed  bill  in  tripiitate,  (No:  416,  74,)  of  Mr.  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  for  live-oak  timber 
delivered  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  amounting^  to  $47,2l9i'\fj),  is  herewith  returned. 
Please  have  a  new  set  of  bills  made  out,  omitting  the  date  May  11,  so  that  it  can  be 
properly  paid  out  of  this  year's  appropriation,  and  forward  them  to  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 


[No.  416,  74. J 

The  United  States  Navy  Department  to  IV.  C.  X.  Swift^  Dr. 
£  Appropriation  :   Construction  and  Repair.    Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

1«71. 

Maj  1 1.  To  live-oak  timber  as  follows  : 

10,034    cubic  feet,  principal  pieces,  82.  10 §21,07140 

10,  118    cubic  feet,  curved  pieces,  $1.80 18,212  40 

5, 290^  cubic  feet,  straight  pieces,  §1 .  50 7, 935  75 

47,219  55 
Authorized  by  bureau  letter  of  January  5,  1874. 

, ,  186  . 

Received  the  above  articles  for 

8.  H.  POOR, 

Naval  Constructor. 

INo.  437,  '75.1 

The  United  States  Navy  Department  to  W.  C.  X.  Swift,  Dr. 

Appropriation  :.  Construction.    Bureau  Construction  and  Repair. 

Live-oak  timber  as  follows  : 

7,984   cubic  feet,  principal  pieces,  $2.03 $16,207  52 

9,513^  cubic  feet,  curved  pieces,  $1.73 16,458  35 

10,078   cubic  feet,  straight  pieces,  $1.43 14,411  54 

47,077  41 

Authorized  by  bureau  letter  September  18,  1875.  (annexed.) 
Approved  September  27,  1875. 

,  ,  186  . 

KeceiTed  the  above  articles  for 

JOHN  F.  HANSCOM, 

Naval  Constructor, 

^■^^— ^^^^"  • 

[No.  463,  75.] 
The  United  States  Navy  Department  to  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  Dr. 

Appropriation :  Construction.    Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 
lH75. 
October  1.    Live-oak  timber,  as  follows  : 

1 1, 724     cubic  feet,  principal  pieces,  §2.03 $23, 799  72 

16,227     cubic  feet,  curved  piece.s,  §1.73   2-<,07271 

18,954i  cubic  feet,  straight  pieces,  $1.43 27,101  94 

78,977  37 
Authorized  by  bureau  letter  of  September  18,  1875,  (annexo'l.) 
Approved  October  8,  1875. 

,   ,   I8()  . 

Received  the  above  articles  for 

B,  H.  ^kH^O\, 
Foreman  of  Sh\picT\t»  l«. 

H.  Mi's.  170,  pt,  2 26 
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[No.  639,  '7o.] 

The  rented  States  Navy  Department  to  W,  C.  N,  Swift,  Dr, 

Appropiiation :  Constraction.    Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

Live-oak  timber,  as  follows : 

14,254  cubic  feet,  principal  pieces,  $2.03 ^2i8,9; 

5,721  cubic  feet,  curved  pieces,  $L73 • •. 9,897 

15,941  cubic  feet,  straight  pieces,  |1.43 22,7 


61,6; 
Authorized  by  bureau  letter  September  J 8,  1875,  (annexed.) 
Approved  December  15,  1H75. 

,    .  186 

Received  the  above  articles  for 

J.  W.   EASBY, 
Natal  Const rticti 


Bureau  op  Construction.  &c., 

September  18,  18715- 

Sir  :  The  bureau  has  accepted  the  offer  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  to  sell  to  the  Government    the 
quantity  of  live-oak  timber  he  now  has  in  the  yard  under  your  command  and  in  it«  viciml  tj. 
As  this  timber  is  offered  you  will  please  have  it  carefully  inspected,  (the  inspector  to   he 
^ided  by  the  schedule  requirements, )  and  approve  bills  for  the  same  from  time  to  tim^  ^ 
tlie  deliveries  are  made,  at  the  following  prices,  viz : 
For  principal  pieces,  ^.03  per  cubic  foot. 
For  curved  timber,  $1.73  per  cubic  foot. 
For  straight  timber,  $1.43  per  cubic  foot. 
Respectfully!  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Burtawt  - 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


[  Telegram.  ] 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  9, 187^ 
To  Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

Charlestown,  Mass.: 

Allow  the  timber-inspector  to  measure  Mr.  Swift's  live-oak  timber  now  landing  at  £ 
Boston. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau^ 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  9,  1875. 
Sir  :  Mr.  W.  C.  N.  Swift  informs  the  bureau  that  he  has  agreed,  for  the  payment  of 
freight  on  his  live-oak  timber  now  landing  at  East  Boston,  that  the  measurement  should  be 
navy-yard  measurement. 

Under  these  circumstances,  you  will  please  permit  the  timber-inspector  at  the  yard  under 
your  command  to  measure  this  timber. 
You  were  telegraphed  to  this  effect  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Edward  T.  Nichols,  U.  R.  N., 

Commandant  Nary-  Yard,  Boston, 
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[  Indonement.  ] 

Mr.Spragne  will  be  allowed  to  attend  to  these  measurements  for  Mr.  Swift,  and  when  com- 
pleted, the  fact  will  be  reported  to  me,  when  the  order  giving  him  the  privilege  of  passing 
in  and  out  of  the  gates  will  be  revoked. 

E.T.NICHOLS. 


[  Telegram.  J 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  15, 1875. 
To  Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

Charlestoion,  Mass,: 

Too  will  allow  Mr.  Swift^s  live-oak  to  be  landed  iu  the  yard  under  your  command. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chiff  of  Bureau, 


[  Teleg^ram.  ] 

Boston,  March  J 5, 1875. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair^  Washington : 

I  baTe  received  your  teleg^ni  this  date  to  allow  Mr.  Swift's  live-oak  to  be  landed  in  the 
7^.  Is  there  any  limitation  as  to  quantity  ?  At  whose  expense  is  it  to  be  lauded  and 
hinled?  Is  it  to  be  measured  and  inspected?  One  cargo  is  now  at  the  yard, and  two 
cvgoes,  I  understand,  at  East  Boston. 

E.T.NICHOLS. 


fTelegrain.  ] 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  15,1875. 

To  Commandant  Navy- Yard, 

CharUstownt  Mass, : 

Allow  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  cubic  feet  of  Swift's  live-oak  to  be  landed  ;  not  to  be 
inspected.    Haul  it  away  with  3*ard-teams  that  can  be  spared ;  other  expenses  by  contractor. 

L  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


United  States  Navy-Yard.  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  March  16, 1875. 

^(K:  The  following  telegram  has  been  received  by  me,  dated  Washington,  March  15, 

.  "Allow  twenty-five  thousand  (25.000)  cubic  feet  of  Swift's  live-oak  to  be  landed ;  not  to  be 
'Qspected.  Haul  it  away  with  yard-teams  that  can  be  spared  ;  other  expenses  by  contractor. 

»*L  HANSCOM, 
''Chuf  of  Bureau.'' 

Iq  compliance  with  above  order,  the  timber,  as  landed,  will  be  measured  merely  to  ascer- 

Uio  the  actual  quantity  which  may  be  landed,  and  in  no  sense  to  be  considered  as  a  critical 

'DMSQreoient  and  inspection  to  which  timber  is  usually  subjected  on  receipt.     A  place  will 

^selected  and  assigned  for  its  storage,  where  it  Is  to  be  compactly  stored  ;  the  expense  of 

landing,  handling,  and  storing  to  be  borne  by  Mr.  Swift.    The  only  expense  to  be  borne  by 

the  Government  is  for  measuring  and  teams. 

Respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

CommindanU 
Naval  Constructor  J.  W.  Easby,  U.  8.  N., 

JVary-Kari/,  Boston, 
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Telegram.  | 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  8,  1875. 

To  Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

Charltsiown^  Mass.: 

Permit  Mr.  Swift  to  land  an  additional  twenty-five  thousand  feet  of  live-oak. 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 


[Telegram.  ] 


To  Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

CharlestouHi  Mass. : 

Washington,  D. C,  June  10,  1875. 

Referring  to  former  orders  with  rcg^ard  to  landing^  Mr.  Swift's  live-oak,  you  will  alloi^ 
the  cargoes  of  three  more  vessels  now  arrived,  or  to  arrive,  to  be  landed. 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chitf  of  Bureau, 


Navy  Department. 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  15,  1875. 

Sir  :  It  is  reported  that  a  portion  of  the  live-oak  timber  purchased  from  Mr.  W.  C.  N 
Swift  is  now  at  East  Boston. 

As  it  will  save  expense  in  moving  the  timber  by  stowing  it  in  the  wet-dock,  you  wil 
please  have  it  carefully  inspected,  measured,  and  nuifibered  before  loading  it  on  scows,  aD« 
when  brought  to  the  yard,  have  it  unloaded  in  the  timber-dock. 

Scows  belonging  to  the  Government  and  a  steam-tug  may  be  used  in  transporting  tlu 
limber  to  the  yard. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chitf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 


No.  204.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office^  October  25,  1875. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Mr.  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  I  have  directed  the  timber-inspector  to  inspect 
and  meastire  the  live-oak  at  East  Boston,  and  as  soon  as  the  limited  means  of  transportatioa 
at  our  command  are  in  readiness,  shall  commence  the  removal  of  the  timber.  Will  the  bu- 
reau be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether  the  expense  of  handling,  loading,  and  unloading  of 
this  timber  is  to  be  borne  by  the  Government  or  by  Mr.  Swift  7 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore  and  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.N. , 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair ^  Washington,  D,  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  (No.  204,)  relative  to  Mr.  Swift's  live- 
oak  at  East  Boston,  the  expense  of  handling,  loading,  and  unloading  of  this  timber  is  to 
be  borne  by  Mr.  Swift. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bunau. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Boston, 
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Contract  for  furnishing  timher-bendinff  machine  nt  the  Boston  yard,  John  tV.  Griffiths^  super- 
intendent of  ihe  Union  Ship- Timber  Manufacturing  Company^  contractor. 

This  contract  made  and  entered  into  this  first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  e'g'it  hun- 
dred and  seventy -one,  (187 1,)  between  John  W.  Griffiths,  superintendent  of  the  Unio  i  Ship- 
Tiinber  Manufacturing  Company,  of  East  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  principal, 
and  M.  D.  Ross,  of  West  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  J.  M.  S.  Williams,  of 
Cambridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  C.  Allen  Browne,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  as  sureties,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  United  States,  by  Isaiah  Hanscom,  chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  acting^  under  the  authority  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, for  and  in  its  behalf,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseih  : 

That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  do  hereby  contract  and  en^a^e  with  the  said  United 
StaUs,  as  follows  :  That,  for  the  consideration  hereinafter  named  they  will,  at  their  expense 
and  risk,  furnish  and  deliver  and  erect  in  the  navy-yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  one 
timber-bending  machine  of  capacity  sufficient  for  bending  both  the  opposite  timbers  of  white 
oak  at  the  same  time,  to  such  curves  as  are  required  for  sloops  of  war,  the  dimensions  of 
BDch  timbers  not  to  exceed  fifteen  (15)  inches  at  the  heel,  and  six  (6)  inches  at  the  head, 
molded  and  sided  twelve  (12)  inches,  and  each  fifty-five  (55)Jfeet  long,  and  with  a  "knee- 
division  "  capable  of  bending  to  the  required  shape  two  (2)  ten  ( 10)  inch  knees  at  the  same 
time.  The  said  machine  to  be  in  conformity  in  all  respects  with  the  specifications  hereunto 
aoDexed,  and  which  are  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  contract. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  that  before  the  machine 
is  formally  received  by  the  Government  they  will  test  it  to  the  capacity  of  the  machinery  by 
famishing  and  bendine^  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  &,  Repair, 
the  timber  for  three  (3)  frames,  of  suitable  size  for  a  sloop  of  war  of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500) 
toos,  and  to  fiimish  and  bend  the  timber  for  a  test  of  the  knee  department  to  the  extent  of 
bending  twelve  (12)  pairs  of  knees  successfully. 

The  parties  of  the  nrst  part  further  stipulate  and  agree  to  furnish,  at  their  own  expense. 
Ml  operator  or  foreman,  who  shall  direct  the  operations  of  the  machinery  for  three  (3)  months 
after  it  shall  have  been  received  by  the  Government,  and  that  while  said  machinery  is  so 
operated  by  the  said  foreman  or  operator,  they  will  be  wholly  answerable  for  all  breakages 
^^kh  may  occur  to  the  machine,  and  will  make  the  same  good. 

The  machine  to  be  ready  for  testing  its  capacity  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  Febru- 
KJ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  (1872.) 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  further  engage  and  contract  that  no  member  of  Con- 
PM«,  officer  of  the  Navy,  or  any  officer  holding  any  office  or  appointment  under  the  Navy 
^pt.,  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract  or  agreement,  or  to  any 
benefit  to  arise  therefrom.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  provided,  and  this  contract  is  upon 
this  express  condition,  that  if  any  such  member  of  Congress,  officer  of  the  Navy,  oi  other 
Person  above  named,  shall  he  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any  ben- 
efit to  arise  ander  it,  or  in  case  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  in  any  respect  fail  to  per- 
form this  contract  on  their  part,  the  same  may  be,  at  the  option  of  the  United  States,  de- 
clared null  and  void,  without  affecting  their  right  to  recover  for  defaults  which  may  have 
occurred. 

It  is  hereby  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  if  default  shall  be  made  by  the  parties  of 
the  first  part  in  performing  all  or  any  of  the  stipulations  of  this  contract,  at  the  time,  in  the 
Dttnuer,  and  at  the  place  above  provided,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
P^  will  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States,  as  liquidated  damages,  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  twice  the  contract-price  herein  agreed  upon  as  the  price  to  be  paid  in  case  of  the 
^Qsl  delivery  and  acceptance  of  the  machine  herein  referred  to,  which  liquidated  damages 
DJ*/  be  recovered  or  retained  from  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  either  of  them. 

And  the  said  United  States,  by  Isaiah  Hanscom,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Impair,  do  hereby  contract  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  fart  as  follows:  That,  for  the 
yforwaid  timber-bending  machine  furnished,  delivered,  tested,  and  fully  received  in  con- 
formity with  the  foregoing  stipulations  and  conditions,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  par- 
tics  of  the  first  part,  or  to  their  order,  by  the  purchasing  paymaster  at  Boston,  on  bills  in 
tnplicate,duly  authenticated  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Charlestown  navy-yard,  the  sum  of 
w>«  bond  red  and  sixty  thousand  ($160,000)  dollars:  provided,  however,  that  if  after  being 
t^tcd  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  named  in  this  contract,  and  before  being  formally  ac- 
^pted,  the  machine  fails  to  perform  all  that  is  herein  agreed  upon,  and  is  not  in  all  respects 
H^ij^tory  to  the  officers  appointed  to  test  and  inspect  it,  the  Government  shall  not  be  lia- 
ble for  any  charges  whatever,  and  the  machine  shall  be  removed  from  the  yard  at  the  en- 
tJre  ri«k  and  cost  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

first  payment, — The  payments  on  this  contract  to  be  as  follows  :  The  sum  of  forty  thou- 
sand ($40,000)  dollars  to  be  paid  when  one-third  (J)  of  all  the  machinery  is  on  the  ground 
where  the  machine  is  to  be  erected,  and  after  full  plans  of  the  machine  shall  have  be  en  fur- 
nished to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  or  its  inspecting  officer,  for  which  sum 
jatisfactory  and  acceptable  bonds  in  two  (2)  sureties  shall  be  given.  Tliee>e  and  hU  other 
oonds  are  to  insure  the  faithful  tuifillment  of  this  contract  hy  the  parties  of  lV\e  ^t%\.  y^\V* 
Second  payment. — The  further  sum  of  forty  thousand  (!jU),UO  •)  doWara  »W\\  V>^  V^^vV  >N\\^\i 
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two-thirds  (|)  of  all  the  machinery  is  on  the  ground  where  the  machine  is  to  be  erected,  s^i3^ 
after  oue-tbird  (|)  of  the  machine  has  been  erected,  for  which  sum  satisfactory  and  accef^t* 
able  bonds  in  two  (2)  sureties  shall  be  given. 

Third  payment. — The  further  sum  of  forty  thousand  ($40,000)  dollars  shall  be  paid  wimcti 
the  whole  machine  shall  have  been  erected,  and  when  the  final  test  of  the  machinery  sb^l 
have  been  made  as  provided  for  in  this  instrument,  and  the  machine  shall  be  able  to  accox:ii- 
plish  all  that  is  herein  contracted  for  it  to  do.    After  this  payment  has  been  made,  the  boct  <is 
held  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall  be  released,  and  before  the  final  payment  shall     l^e 
made,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  convey  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  the  full  ri^lit 
to  use  all  patents  covered  by  or  in  use  on  this  machine ;  also,  an  instrument  which  shall  en- 
title the  party  of  the  secoud  part  to  the  use  of  this  machine,  of  any  or  all  iraprovemem^  ts 
which  shall  be  held  at  any  future  time  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

Fourth  payment. — The  fourth  and    last  payment  of  forty  thousand     ($40,000)  doll^TS 
shall  be  paid  within  eight  (8)  months  after  the  completion  and  running  of  the  machioe. 

In  witness  whereof  the  several  persons,  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  Isaiah  Hausco 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  acting  for  the  United  States,  of  the  seco 
part,  have  hereto  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  first  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1871. 

(SigM)  JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS,     [l.  s.] 

Superintendent  of  Union  Ship-Timber  Manufacturing  Company . 
(Sig'd)  M.  D.  ROSS.  [L.s.J 


t( 


C.  ALLEN  BROWNE.  [L.  s.J 

JOHN  M.  S.  WILLIAMS,    lu  sj 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of — 

(Sig'd)        John  A.  Glidden, 
**  Evan  A.  Fussell, 

Witnesses  to  J.  W.  G.,  M.  D.  R.,  C.  A.  B.  and  J.  M.  S.  W. 

(Sig'd)  L  HANSCOM,  [i..s.] 

Chirf  of  Buriau, 
Witness  to  signature  of  I.  Hanscom — 
B.  F.  Hanley. 

State  op  Massachusetts, 

County  of  Suffolk^  ss : 

M.  D.  Ross,  of  West  Roxburv ;  J.  M.  S.  W^illiams,  of  Cambridge ;  and  C.  Allen  Browne, 
of  Boston,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  reside  in  the  towns  abuve  specified, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  That  they  are  merchants,  and  the  value  of  their  property, 
over  and  above  all  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  them,  is  over  three  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

(SigM)  M.  D.  ROSS. 

C.  ALLEN  BROWNE. 
JOHN  M.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  23d  day  of  September,  1871,  before  me. 

(Sign'd)  DANIEL  SHARP, 

[N.  P.  SEAL.]  Notary  Hublic. 


Specijications  of  timber-bending  machine. 

Main  machine. — The  machinery  for  bending  frame-timbers  shall  consist  of  a  circular  table 
or  disk,  and  mounted  thereon  will  be  the  forms,  which  are  to  be  adjusted  to  give  the  differ- 
ent shapes  required.  The  links  of  this  joint-mold  are  to  be  of  the  best  quality  of  cast-irun 
or  gun-metal,  as  the  case  may  require,  and  shall  be  adapted  to  the  full  requirements  of  the 
machine. 

Form  on  table. — The  adjustable  mold  to  be  so  arranged  that  the  timber  may  be  taken 
out  of  the  machine  with  the  strap  on  it,  in  order  that  other  timber  may  be  bent  without  wait- 
ing for  the  bent  timber  to  cool. 

Number  of  links. — The  number  of  links  to  joint-mold  to  be  sufficient  for  the  perfect  bend- 
ing of  any  frame  which  may  be  required. 

Main  Jrame. — The  main  upper  and  lower  frames,  which  support  and  give  strength  to  the 
whole  structure,  are  circular  under  the  table,  and  are  twenty* bve  (25)  feet  ten  (10)  inches, 
extreme  diameter.  Main  frame,  depth,  fourteen  (14)  inches;  face  under  table,  thirteen  (13) 
inches ;  face  under  screw,  eleven  (II)  inches  ;  distance  between  upper  and  lower  frame,  five 
(5)  feet  ten  (10)  inches  ;  height  of  upright  columns  from  joint  to  joint,  five  (.5)  feet.  (.These 
columns  unite  upper  and  lower  frames.)  Columns  under  circular  table,  extreme  width  of 
face,  eighteen  (18)  inches  at  ends;  extreme  depth  toward  centre  of  table,  thirteen  (13) 
inches;  the  upper  and  lower  frames  and  columns  to  be  fastened  with  two  (2)  inch  turned 
screw -bolts. 

Tad/e. — The  table  to  be  \n  six  {^^)  ae^mewVs,  %^QA\T^ly  bolted  together  with  two  (2)  inch 
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turned  screvv-bolU,  thickDess  at  outer  rim,  four  and  three-quarters  (4f )  inches  ;  at  bearing 
ou  main  frame,  eighteen  and  one-half  ( 1 8^)  inches ;  at  centre,  where  joined  or  united  to  maiu 
shaft,  eighteen  and  one-half  (18^)  inches;  thickness  at  one  (1)  foot  from  outer  diameter, 
three  (3)  inches ;  at  two  (2)  feet  from  centre  of  shaft,  four  and  three-quarters  (4f )  to  four 
and  seven-eighths  (4^^)  inches;  main  shaft  to  table  to  be  sixteen  (16)  inches  diameter  in 
lower  bearing;  at  upper  bearing,  two  (2)  feet  five  and  one-half  (o^)  inches,  and  to  have  at- 
tached an  apparatus  for  elevating  the  table.  The  table  may  be  allowed  to  raise,  say,  one- 
third  (i)  on  the  main  circular  frame,  and  two-thirds  {D  on  shaft,  which  proportions  may  be 
chang^ed  by  the  elevating-screw. 

Yole.— The  yoke  or  compressor  controlling  the  heel  of  the  timber  to  be  fitted  with  hy- 
dranlic  power,  and  to  be  of  suflScient  strength  to  fulfill  its  utmost  requirements. 

Plunger. — The  plunger,  as  used  on  the  present  machine  now  erected  in  East  Boston,  to 
be  applied  to  this  machine  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  stubborn  timber.  The  plunger- 
shaft  to  be  seventeen  (17)  inches  in  diameter,  and  to  be  fitted  with  a  cross-head  and  con- 
trolling-frame. This  plunger  and  screw  are  driven  by  a  nut  three  (3)  feet  long,  which  is 
securely  attached  to  the  driving-gear.  The  power  is  applied  instantaneously  by  friction- 
clutches,  which  are  to  be  of  ample  size  and  power,  and  to  be  made  in  the  most  workman- 
like manner.  Attached  to  the  nut  is  a  sleeve,  which  incloses  the  screw.  This  sleeve,  work- 
ing against  a  cross-head,  forms  a  thrust-bearing,  which  takes  all  the  strain  exerted  by  the 
screw.  The  cross-head  is  firmly  screwed  to  the  main  frame  with  four  and  one-half  (4^)  inch 
turned  bolts,  fitted  with  jam-nuts  to  take  up  any  slack  occasioned  by  the  wearing  of  the 
thrust. 

Knee-dirisioH. — The  knee-diviHion  to  be  erected  on  the  end  of  the  structure  for  frame-tim- 
bers, and  to  be  a  continuation  of  said  frame,  and  to  be  so  arranged  that  knees  may  be  bent 
at  the  same  time  and  independently  of  the  frame-timber  machine. 

HtfdraulU  pmvcr. — This  machine  to  have  a  hydraulic  power  for  the  application  of  the  end- 
pressure,  and  tu  be  sufficiently  strong  in  all  its  parts  to  do  the  work  required  without  break- 
ige,and  to  have  all  improvements  which  have  been  suggested  bylhe  working  of  the  present 
machine.  The  screw-shaft  for  knee-division  to  have  a  seven  (7)  feet  thrust;  both  frame 
and  knee  machine  to  have  a  cross-head  and  plunger-shaft  attached,  seventeen  (17)  inches 
diameter.  The  driving-shafts  of  frame  and  knee  machine  to  be  eight  (8)  inches  at  raid- 
length,  and  Keven  (7)  inches  in  bearings;  the  power  to  be  applied  as  in  frame-machine,  with 
friction-clutches  to  be  made  in  like  manner  and  pattern  as  those  on  frame-machine,  and  to 
be  qf  ample  capacity  to  take  up  and  transmit  all  the  power  necessary  to  work  these  ma- 
chines; to  have  four  (4)  straps  for  frame-timber,  to  be  rolled  in  long  lengths  of  best  iron  to 
be  procured  for  the  purpose,  and  to  be  of  approved  lengths  and  well  fitted  and  riveted,  and 
of  sufficient  thickness  and  strength  to  bend  tue  timber  to  be  tested  on  this  machine. 

The  knee-machine  to  be  furnished  with  twelve  (12)  sets  of  knee-gear,  complete,  all  of 
which  shall  be  capable  of  holding  the  knees  when  bent,  and  to  be  made  of  Norway  iron. 

Holdtrs,— To  be  supplied  with  holders  for  three  (3)  complete  frames  of  ship,  to  be  suf- 
ficient in  number  to  handle  and  control  the  timber  when  being  framed,  and  to  be  mounted 
on  wrought-irou  tracks,  and  to  be  adjustable  ;  to  be  easily  shifted  to  suit  shape  of  any 
frame  in  a  ship,  and  to  be  of  sufficient  strength  to  control  any  bent  timber  which  may  be 
required  to  be  placed  in  them. 

Skam-itores. — To  have  two  (2)  iron  steam-stoves  for  knees,  to  be  sufficient  in  size  to  take 
in  a  pair  of  knees  or  a  pair  of  breast-hooks  ;  to  be  seventeen  (17)  feet  long,  three  (3)  feet 
Weh,  three  (3)  feet  wide,  all  in  cleai ;  to  have  one  steam-box  for  irame- timbers  ;  to  be  four 
(4)  feet  wide,  and  four  (4)  feet  high,  and  to  be  fifty-six  (5t>)  feet  long,  all  in  clear.  The 
dimensions  of  these  stoves  shall  be  decreased  or  increased,  if  thought  advisable,  when  all 
plans  are  finished,  by  permission  of  the  superintending  officer ;  all  the  stoves  to  be  tested 
with  a  pressure  of  twenty  (20)  pounds  per  square  inch,  and  to  be  well  fitted  with  the  neces- 
sary pipes,  valves,  and  thermometers,  and  to  be  steam-tight  when  timber  is  in  them  . 

The  connection  between  engine  and  machine  by  shafting,  pulleys,  and  belting  to  be  first- 
class  in  every  respect ;  all  pulleys  to  be  keyed  on  shaft  and  fatted  with  set-screws,  and  shaf^- 
iogtobe  of  sufficient  size  and  well  fitted  with  bangers,  and  all  to  be  fully  capacitated  to 
drive  this  machinery. 

Boilers  and  engine. — Boiler  and  engine  to  be  of  ample  capacity  to  do  all  that  may  at  any 
time  be  required  of  them  to  operate  this  machinery  successfully,  and  all  the  work  on  same 
to  be  first-class  and  mechanical. 

Engine  plans. — The  plans  for  engine  and  boiler  cannot  now  be  submitted,  but  they  are  to 
b«  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction  or  its  superintending  officer 
before  being  built  or  placed  in  position. 

The  following  dimensions  oi  boileis  and  engine  are  now  deemed  sufficient,  but  may  be 
changed  before  the  plans  of  building  are  submitted  :  Two  (2)  locomotive-boilers  fifty-two 
(52)  inches  diameter,  set  in  brick-work,  side  by  side,  with  cast-iron  fronts,  and  to  have  an 
iron  smoke-stack  of  twenty-four  (24')  diameter,  eighty  (80)  feet  above  ground,  properly  sup- 
ported with  guy-bands  and  rods;  boilers  to  be  tested  with  one  hundred  and  nfty  (15U) 
pounds,  cold  pressure,  and  to  have  attached  the  necessary  steam-gauges,  water-glasses,  and 
gaage>cocks. 
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Engine. — Engine  to  be  non-condensing,  eighteen  (18)  inches  diameter  of  cylinder,  «.r 
forty-two  (4*2)  inches  stroke. 

The  accompanyinisr  tracing^  is  the  plan  of  main  portion  of  frame-bending  machine.  Tl 
tracing  is  considered  only  as  a  sketch,  and  is  to  be  replaced  bj  fall  plans  as  above  gpec 
fied.  This  machine  to  be  ready  for  testing  by  the  twentieth  (^Oth)  day  of  February,  on 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  (1872.) 

The  utmost  skill  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Union  Ship-Timber  Manufactnrinf^  Com 
pauy  will  be  exerted  to  make  this  a  model  machine,  alike  creditable  to  the  company, to  him 
self,  ai>d  to  the  Government ;  and  all  material  used  shall  be  of  the  best  quality.  The  work 
manship  to  be  mechanical  and  unexceptionable. 

Material  and  work. — Ail  material  used  and  work  done  on  this  machine  shall  be  to  tbc 
satisfaction  of  the  inspecting-otticer  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  certificates  shall 
be  given  of  the  condition  of  the  work  when  application  is  made  for  payments  on  this  coo* 
tract. 

It  is  underst<)od  that  the  party  of  the  first  part  shall  furnish  full  and  complete  plans  of 
this  machine  before  any  application  shall  be  made  for  any  payments  on  this  contract. 

The  plans  for  the  building  which  shall  be  erected  over  this  machine  shall  be  prepared  and 
submitted  within  fifteen  (15)  days  of  the  signing  of  this  contract ;  and  the  party  of  theBrst 
part  is  to  furnish  the  labor  for  the  erection  of  said  building,  which  is  ix>  be  of  wood,  and  of 
fiimilar  type  to  the  building  in  Ea^t  Boston  containing  the  present  machine. 

The  party  of  the  second  part  to  furnish  materials  as  fast  as  required  for  the  erection  oi 
this  building. 

It  is  understood  tliat  the  location  of  this  machine  shall  be  fixed  upon  within  ten  (10)da7i 
after  the  plans  of  buildings  shall  have  been  submitted. 

The  above  specifications  accompany  and  are  a  part  of  the  contract  of  John  W.  Griffiths 
superintendent  of  the  **  Union  Ship-Timber  Manufacturing  Company."  with  the  Bureau' 
Construction  and  Repair,  of  September  1, 1871. 

• 

[IndorsemeDt.J 

Boston,  Mass.,  September  23,  18^^ 

Pay  to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  Ship-Timber  Manufacturing  CompaOl 
monies  that  fall  due  to  the  party  of  the  first  part  under  this  contract. 

(Signed)  JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS, 

Sup^t  Union  Ship- Timber  Manufacturing  Compa^ 


Navy  Department. 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

October  7, 187" 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  contract  made  with  John  W.  Grifiitbs,  superint-^ 
ent  of  the  Union  Timber  Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  delivery  and  erection  of  a 
ber- bending  machine  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  which  you  will  please  file  in^ 
ofiice. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Burea* 
Rear-Admiral  Charles  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard^  Boston^  Mass, 


East  Boston,  October  26, 1871. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  inform  you  that  he  has  complied  with  the  reqni 
ments  of  his  contract  of  September  23,  1871,  in  so  far  as  having  placed  in  the  navy-yi 
more  than  one-third  of  this  machine,  and  herewith  presents  drawings  of  the  same. 

He  respectfully  requejts  that  the  necessary  steps  may  be  taken  for  the  first  payment 
this  contract. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS. 
Superintendent  Union  Ship-Timber  Manuftuturing  Company 
Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman, 

United  Slates  Navy-  Yard,  CharUstotcn. 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

ComvaandanV B  Office^  October '60^  1871. 

Geictlgmen:  You  are  appointed  a  board  to  examiDe  and  report  whether  the  machinery 
referred  to  in  the  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  John  W.  Griffitns,  superintendent  of  Union 
Ship^Timher  Manufacturing  Company,  has  been  delivered  as  stated. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

Commandant, 
NaTal  Constructor  W.  L.  Hanscom, 
Chief  Engmeer  Thos.  A.  Shock, 
Civil  Engineer  Chas.  Hastings, 

Navy'Yardf  Boston. 


Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  November  1, 1871. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  have  examined  the  machinery 
delivered  by  Mr.  Griffiths  on  his  contract,  dated  September  23,  1871,  and  find  that,  in  our 
opinion,  he  has  delivered  lully  one-third,  as  required  by  the  terms  of  his  contract. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  HANSCOM,  Naval  Constructor. 
THOS.  A.  SHOCK,  Chief  Engineer.    . 
CHAS.  HASTINGS,    CivU  Engineer. 
Bear-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman,  Commandant. 


No.  269.]  United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office^  November  1,  1871. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  request  of  John  W.  Griffiths,  superintendent  of  the  Union  Ship-Tim- 
ber Manufacturing  Company,  with  report  of  board  appointed  to  examine  into  the  matter,  is 
sabmitted  for  the  action  of  the  bureau. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  STEEDMAN, 
Rear- Admiral  Commandant. 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  8.  N., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  4,  1871. 

SiR:  Your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  (No.  269,)  relating  to  timber-bending  machine,  now 
being  delivered  at  the  yard,  under  your  command,  by  John  W.  Griffiths,  superintendent  of 
the  Union  Ship-Timber,  Manufacturing  Company,  under  his  contract  of  September  1,  1871, 
iws  been  received. 

If,  in  your  opinion,  and  as  stated  in  the  report  accompanying  your  letter,  the  contractor 
bu  delivered  fully  one-third  of  the  machinery,  as  it  is  required  by  the  terms  of  his  contract 
be  shonld  do,  beUire  the  first  payment  under  it  can  be  ma^e,  you  will  please,  upon  his  filing 
with  you  satisfactory  and  acceptable  bonds,  in  two  sureties,  for  the  amount  of  the  payment, 
bare  bills  in  triplicate  for  the  nrst  pavment  of  (40,000  prepared  ;  and  after  being  approved 
by  yoQ,  forward  them  for  the  approval  of  the  bureau. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Eear-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston ^  Mass, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office^  March  15,  1872. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  examine  the  machinery  delivered  by  the  Umou  SVi\p-T\x£^x  lilwi- 
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ufacturin^  Company,  and  report  if  the  conditions  of  the  contract  have  been  complied  with. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 
liear-Admiralf  Commandant. 
Naval  Constructor  W.  L.  Hanscom, 
Chief  Enpfineer  Tiios.  A.  Shock, 
Assistant  Civil  Engineer  N^  T.  Bartlett, 

Navy-Yardy  Boston, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  March  16,  1872. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  we  have  carefully  examined  the 
machinery  erected  by  the  Union  Ship-Timber  Manufacturino^  Company  for  bending  timber 
at  this  yard,  and  bej^  leave  to  report  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  contract,  dated  Sep- 
tember 1,  187],  and  that  the  company  is  entitled  to  the  third  payment,  as  herein  provided. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  HANSCOM, 

Naval  Constructor. 
THOS.  A.  SHOCK, 

Chitf  Enffineer. 
NATH.T.  BARTLETT. 
Assistant  Civil  Enginur. 
Rear-Admiral  Ciias.  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant,  Kavy-Tard,  Boston, 


Navy- Yard,  Charlestown,  March  15,  1872. 

Sir:  I  beg  to.  report  the  completion  of  our  machine,  and  respectfully  request  that  the 
proper  steps  may  be  taken  by  which  we  may  obtain  the  third  payment  on  the  contract. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GRIFFITHS, 

Superintendent,  4^. 
Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Stekdman, 

Commandant,  Navy- Yard,  Boston. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

April  11,  1972. 

Sir:  Referring  you  to  the  contract  of  September  1,  1871,  inrith  Mr.  J.  W.  Griffiths,  for  a 
timber-bending  machine,  it  is  very  necessary  that  this  machine  should  receive  the  most 
thorough  test  and  examination  in  all  its  parts  and  appliances  before  being  finally  received 
and  paid  for :  it  must  come  fully  up  to  all  and  each  of  the  requirements  of  the  contract. 
You  will  please,  therefore,  at  a  suitable  time,  order  a  competent  board  of  officers  to  examine 
and  test  tnoroughly  and  carefully  this  machine,  and  report  thereon  through  joa  to  the  bu- 
reau. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant's  Office,  April  17,  1872. 

Gentlemen  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  examine  and  test  thoroughly  and 
carefully  the  timber-bending  machine  recently  delivered  at  this  yard  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Griffiths, 
and  report  in  duplicate,  as  required  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion and  Repair,  dated  April  11,  1872. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 
Btar-A  dmiral.   Commandant. 
Captain  E.  R.  Colhoun, 
Naval  Constructor  Wm.  L.  Hanscom, 
Captain  R.  B.  LowRY, 
Chief  Engineer  Tiios.  A.  Shock, 
Civil  Engineer  Chas.  Hastings, 

United  States  Naval  Station,  Boston. 
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United  States  Navy-Yaud,  Boston, 

April  19.  1872. 

Sir:  In  compliaDvje  with  your  order  of  the  17th  instant,  we  have  carefully  examined 
the  timber-bending  machine  delivered  by  J.  W.  Griffiths,  superintendent  of  the  Union 
Ship-Timber  Manufacturing  Company,  on  contract  dated  September  1,  J871,  and  have  to 
report  that  the  machine  is  substantially  built,  of  apparently  the  best  material,  exhibiting  ex- 
cellent workmanship,  and  it  performs*  all  the  work  required  of  it  under  the  contract.  We 
unhesitatingly  state  that  the  machine  is  completed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, and  that  the  timbers  and  knees  which  have  been  bent  are  entirely  satisfactory. 
Very  respectfully, 

EDW'D  B.  COLHOUN,  Capt.  U.  S.  X. 
\V.  L.  HANSCOM,  N,  C.  U,  S,  N. 
R.  B.  LOVVRY,  Capt.  U.  S.  X, 
THOS.  A.  SHOCK,  Chief  Engr.  U.  S.  X. 
CHA8.  HASTINGS,  Civil  Engr.  C,  S.  iV. 
Rear-Admiral  CliAS.  Steeuman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


May  8,  72. 

For  the  action  of  the  bureau,  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  John  W.  Griffiths,  superintendent  of 
Union  Ship-Timber  Manufacturing  Company,  requesting  the  fourth  and  last  payment  on 
machinery  furnished  by  that  company. 

Also  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  report  of  board  convened  for  the  examination  and  test  of  this 
machinery. 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

Hear' Admiral. 
Chief  Conitructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Construction  and  Repair. 


Navy  Df.partment, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  10,  J  872. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  (No.  132,)  and  inclosures,  relative  to  the  timber-bend- 
ing machine,  have  been  received,  and  you  are  authorized  to  have  made  out  the  usual  bills 
for  the  fourth  and  final  payment  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Rear- Admiral  CiiAS.  Steedman,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Saty-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  August  1,  1870. 

^IR :  Inclosed  are  some  communications  in  relation  to  a  plan  for  bending  ship-timber. 
You  will  please  direct  a  board  of  three  line-officers  and  a  naval  constructor  to  examine 
the  process,  and  report  whether  it  is  desirable  to  introduce  the  system  into  the  navy-yards. 
•  Return  the  papers  with  the  report  of  the  board. 
Very  respectfully. 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Charles  Steedman, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

CommandanVs  Office,  August  3, 1870. 

Gentlemen:  By  direction  fcf  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will  convene  as  a 

ward  and  examine  the  process  of  bending  ship-timber  as  practiced  by  the  Union  Ship-Tim- 

her  Mannfacturing  Company  of  Boston,  and  report,  in  duplicate,  whether  it  is  desirable 

to  introduce  the  system  into  the  navy-yards.    Return  the  inclosed  papers  with  your  report. 

Bespectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

CommandaiU. 
Captain  A.  Bryson, 
Commander  Geo.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieut.  Commander  A.  Kautz, 
Naval  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Navy- Yard,  Boston. 


412 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office^  September  1,  I 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  annexed,  we  have  visited  the  yard  and  work-sl^  '^=^iia  r 
the  Union  Ship-Timber  Manufacturing  Company,  at  East  Boston,  and  examined  ca-^-.^/^y/^ 
the  machinery  and  process  of  bending  frame-timber  of  white  oak  of  size   suitable?     for^ 
third-class  sloop  of  war,  the  timber  being  sided  J5  inches,  and  molded  16  inches  at  tkfte>  ^^y 
and  6  inches  at  the  top,  42  feet  long.    This  timber  had  been  steamed  two  hours  preriorz^ii; 
bending,  and  was  bent  into  proper  shape  for  a  frame  in  about  thirty  minutes.     It  appea/^/^? 
be  necessary  to  confine  the  timbers  in  the  form  bent  with  a  Htrap  for  forty-eight  liatirs,  oi 
until  perfectly  cool,  after  which  they  are  ready  for  putting  up  in  their  position  for  a  -vessel 
In  bending,  the  fibers  of  wood  are  compressed  on  the  inner  curve,  and  in  some  slight  de^te 
expanded  on  the  outside,  but,  from  appearance,  the  strength  of  wood  remains  aboat  the 
same  after  being  placed  in  its  new  form.     White-oak  timber  was  bent  at  right  aogle«jo 
proper  form  for  ship-knees,  which  were  remnining  in  the  machine.     The  fibers  of  wood  of 
these  knees  were  compressed  so  that  the  inner  curve  was  about  4  inches  shorter  than  on  the 
outer  curve.     The  question  as  to  the  relative  strength  of  bent  timber  and  timber  of  nataral 
growth  could  only  be  determined  by  testing,  which  the  board  were  not  prepared  to  do,  bat 
from  the  tests  made  in  1856  by  Lieutenant  Worden  and  Naval  Constructor  Delano,  which 
show  that  bent  knees  were  fully  equal  in  strength  to  those  of  natural  growth,  and  from  the  re- 
port of  Lloyd's  insurance  agents  upon  the  strength  of  the  ship  New  Era,  built  of  bent  limber, 
it  would  appear  that  white-oak  timber  loit  none  of  its  strength  in  bending.     In  using  bent 
timber  the  best  kind  of  timber  is  obtained,  for  all  defect8,  such  as  rotten  heart  or  knots, 
shakes,  and  wood-galls  are  immediately  discovered,  and  the  timber  cannot  be  made  nMiul* 
By  obtaining  perfectly  sound  timber  and  extracting  the  acid  liquor  or  substance  by  steaming 
and  pressure,  a  great  deal  is  added  to  its  durability  and  consequently  its  value,  especially 
for  snip-buildiug  purposes.      It  would  be  desirable  under  these  circumstances  to  use  bent 
timber  in  Government  navy-yards  wherever  white-oak  curved  timber  may  be  required. 

The  machinery  for  bending  timber  has  been  brought,  by  a  number  of  years'  practice,  ^^ 
high  state  of  utility.    It  consists  of  a  jointed  mold  made  up  of  cast-iron  sections  which  ^^^ 


-  1  - 


1     - 


I 


1 
1 


two  horizontal  projecting  arms  on  the  flush  side,  the  one  above  the  other,  forming  a  ^''^^ 
between  them  for  the  timbers,    The  end  of  each  of  these  sections  is  circular,  and  is  6e<^*^^. 


like  hinges,  interlocked  by  its  adjoining  section,  and  held  together  by  a  vertical  ^i'o'*^^\e 
iron  pin.     The  sections  thus  united  form  a  series  of  joints  adjustable  to  any  form,  aud   ^yL 
be  extended  to  any  length.     This  mold  rests  upon  a  circular  table  with  a  circular  fram^    %^ 
neath,  22  feet  in  diameter.     This  table,  being  3|  inches  thick  and  pierced  with  slotted  '^vqV 
systematically  arranged  to  receive  the  fastening  of  the  mold,  &c.,  is  mounted  upon  »>       ^ 
low  shaft  of  cast  iron  30  inches  in  diameter,  and  has  a  screw-thread  cut  in  its  outer  surfa^^-^ 


u 


the  lower  end,  by  means  of  which  the  table  may  be  raised  or  lowered,  and  made  to 
part  or  the  whole  of  its  weight  on  the  shaft-bearing.     On  the  lower  edge  of  the  table  a 
cular  cogs  into  which  a  piniou-wheel  m^hes ;  and  the  power  applied  to  the  pinion  revo^ 
the  table.    The  table  has  an  attachment  fastened  on  the  top,  at  its  edge,  called  **  h 
block,"  which  receives  the  small  end  of  timbers  aud  plate-strap  covering  the  outside  of  I 
bers.    The  larger  end  of  timbers  is  confined  in  a  massive  cast-irqp  clamp,  which  also 
ceives  one  end  of  plate-iron  strap.     This  clamp  is  mounted  upon  casters,  and  having  a 
tical  roller  on  its  back  at  the  larger  end,  is  drawn  along  by  means  of  the  plate-iron  stra^ 
the  table  revolves,  the  roller  in  end  of  clamp  bearing  against  a  vortical  bulK-head  raised  fi 
the  floor  of  the  building  while  the  timber  is  being  bent  into  the  groove  of  joint-mold. 

The  clamp,  as  also  toe  head-block,  have  screws  passing  through  their  ends,  by  the  osi 
which  pressure  on  the  two  ends  of  the  timber  is  communicated. 

This  end-pressure  applied  to  the  timber  draws  the  strap  straight  and  to  its  full  tensile 
mensions,  and  when  thus  brbught  up  against  the  outside  of  the  timber,  the  process  of  be^ 
ing  commences  by  revolving  tne  table. 

A  mold  for  bending  knees  is  arranged  upon  the  same  table,  and  is  complete  in  all  itspatf 
details  of  which  it  seems  unnecessary  to  describe.    The  whole  machinery  is  massive  aud  z. 
genious,  although  easily  operated. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  BRYSON,  Captain, 
GEO.  E.  BELKNAP.  Commander, 
A.  KAL'T^  Lieuteiiaht-C«nnmander. 
I.  HANSCOM,  A'araZ  Constructor, 
Commodore  Chas.  Steedman.  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Vard^  Boston^  Mass, 
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SlaUimnt  of  numher  of  m^n  employed  and  discharged  in  the.  department  of  yards  and  dockSf 
at  Navy- Yard,  Charltstown,  from  January  1,  1871,  to  March  1,  1676. 


January  1... 
February  1  . . 
March  1.... 

April  I 

Mayl 

June  I , 

Julyl 

August  1 

September  1 
October  1  ... 
November  I 
December  1 


January  ] . 
February  1 
March  1... 
April  1.... 
1 


Jane  I .. 
jQlyl.. 


Auipist  ] 

September  1 
October  1  .. 
November  I 
December  1  . 


January  1 . 
February  I 
March  I.... 
April  1.... 
Mayl  .... 

June  1 

Jolyl 


Anguat  1... 
September  1 
^tober  1  . . 
November  I 
December  1 


January  1 . 
f'ebruary  1 
M«ch  1.... 

April  1 

May] 

June  1 

Julyl  ...I. 
August  i"" 


S^toberl  ... 
JJovember  1 
December  1 


January  1. 
J)bruary  J 
March  I 
Aprill.;*" 


Date. 


1871. 


1872. 


1873. 


1874. 


1875. 


237 

3 

240  1 

9 

248 

17 

257 

7 

261 

118 

370 

13 

379 

7 

174 

7 

148 

26 

155 

31 

170 

23 

191 

6 

176 

5 

152 

IQQ 

5 

139 
174 
169 
172 

204 
208 
191 
223 
203 

130 
120 
133 
136 
137 
154 
165 
210 
219 
264 
274 
251 

177 

102 

118 

132 

213 

297 

200- 

232 

282 

301 

312 

167 

127 
136 
A4^ 
14^ 


61 
7 
4 

41 

53 
5 

36 
3 


3 

22 

4 

3 

20 
18 
46 
12 
55 


1 

8 

3 

9 

4 

212 

33 

19 

16 
o 

23 

29 
18 


26 

12 

1 

9 

49 

22 

4 

23 

73 

13 
9 
1 
2 
3 
7 
1 
3 

10 


4 

.   27 

7 

81 

1 

76 

17 

1 

14 

85 

4 

87 

3 

120 

217 

41 

9 

51 

2 

22 

2 

12 

1 

1 

146 

40 

11 

2 

13 

\ 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Statement  of  number  of  men  employed  and  discharged,  ^x. — Cootinued. 


May   1 

JuDe  1 

July  1 

August  1  — 
September  1 
October   1... 
November   1 
December  1 


January  1 . 
February  1 
March  1  ... 


Date. 


1875. 


1876. 


155 

8 

161 

1 

161 

17 

174 

4 

176 

18 

191 

174 

16 

126 

5 

131 
125 
119 


2 
2 


2 
1 
4 
2 
3 
17 
64 


8 
8 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


BROWNELL  GRANGER, 

Ciril  Engineer,  V.  S.  A. 


Statement  of  nurr^ier  of  men   employed  and  discharged  in   the  departm  ^nt  of  equipme^  ma 
reeruitinfir,  at  navy-yard,  Charlestown,  from  January  1,  1871,  to  March  1,  1876. 


Date 


1871. 

January  1 

February  1 : 

March  1 

April  1 .^ 

May  1 

June  1 

July  1 

August  I 

September  1 

October  1 

November  1  

December  1  

1872. 

January  1 

Febjuary  1 

March  1 

April  1 

May  1 

June  1 

July  I 


BOSTON   NAVy-YAED. 
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Stattment  of  number  of  men  employed  and  discharged^  tfc. — CoDtinued. 


Date. 


1872. 

AugTMtl 

September  1 

October  1 

November  1 

I>ecember  1 

1873. 

January  1 

February  1 

March  1 

April  1 

May  I 

Jane  1 

July  1 

August  1 

September4 

October  1 

November  1 

I>ecember  1 

1874. 

January  1 

February  1 

March  1 

April  I 

Mayl 

June  1 

July  1 

August  I 

September  1 

October  1 

November  1-.... 

December  1 

1875. 

January  1,.... 

February  1 

March  I 

Aprill 

Mayl 

June  I 

Julyl , 

August  1 

September  1 

October  1 

NoTember  1 , 

December  1 

^  1876. 

January  1 

^'ebruary  1 

March  I 


a 

yed  since 
report. 

■U 

o 

o 

*  "S 

6 

S3 

.2 

^ 

M 

a 

166 

38 

3 

20] 

26 

16 

211 

3 

2 

212 

3 

62 

153 

6 

9 

150 

2 

36 

116 

30 

49 

97 

23 

26 

•  94 

10 

3 

101 

16 

4 

113 

35 

148 

1 

4 

145 

11 

1 

155 

13 

1 

167 

6 

9 

164 

315 

9 

470 

43 

153 

360 

6 

175 

191 

191 

4 

58 

137 

137 

2 

3 

136 

4 

51 

89 

16 

6 

99 

16 

13 

102 

14 

1 

115 

16 

15 

116 

38 

64 

90 

47 

64 

73 

48 

S5 

3(5 

90 

81 

45 

88 

83 

50 

89 

68 

71 

57 

77 

51 

70 

63 

58 

a3 

63 

78 

72 

88 

62 

72 

67 

67 

77 

100 

44 

171 

14 

201 

21 

• 

154 

68 

181 

137 

49 

15 

28 

36 

•  •  •  ^  ^  • 

fiespectfuUy  submitted. 


Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant, 


E.W.McCAULEY, 
Captain^  U.  S.  JV.,  and  Equipment  Officer, 


\ 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Navigation  Office,  March  2\ ,  \S7^ . 

Persons  employed  and  discharged  in  Ihe  navigation  department  from  January  1, 1871,  to  3 

December  f  1875. 


1870. 

January 

February  

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1872. 

January 

February 

March «• 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1874. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  

November 

December 


'El 
S 


• 

•TS 

• 

O 

TS 

bo 

O 

>- 

►» 

08 

O 

•§ 

-a 

OQ 

a 

Q 

H 

4 
2 
5 


3 
3 
3 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
9 
4 
6 
4 
4 
4 


bo 

.a 
o 

00 


1 

3 

3 

i 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

i 

2 

2 

3 

3 

•••••• 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  ^  •  a»  • 

2 

1 

5 

3 

6 

1 

7 

10 

9 

5 

5 

4 

2 

7 

4 

3 

3 

1 

4 

2 

3 
1 


1871. 
January. 
February. 
March. 
April. 
May. 
Juno. 
July. 
August. 
September. 
October. 
November. 
December. 

1873. 
January. 
February. 
March. 
April. 
May. 
June. 
July. 
August. 
September. 
October. 
November. 
December. 

1875. 
January. 
February. 
March. 
April. 
May. 
June. 
July. 
August. 
September. 
October. 
November. 
December. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


GEO.  BROWN, 

Commander  U.  S.  iV.,  Navigation  Officer* 


BOSTON   NAVy-YABD. 
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United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass., 

Ordnance- Office f  March  21,  1876. 

men  employed  and  discharged  in  the  ordnance  department  from  January  1,  1871,  to 

March  1.  1876. 


• 

Number  employed  at 
date. 

Number  discharged 
since  date. 

Namber     employed 
since  date. 

Namber  employed  at 
date. 

1871. 

32 
35 
35 
34 
34 
34 
61 
64 
65 
59 
52 
63 

57 

39 
55 
M 
50 
17 
18 
30 
45 
45 
36 
37 

37 

41 
30 
26 
29 
31 
32 
37 
23 
29 
28 
127 

73 

55 
37 

28 
39 
32 
40 
40 
21 
J9 

6 

9 

35 
35 
34 
34 
34 
61 
64 
65 
59 
52 
63 
57 

39 

55 
54 
50 
17 
18 
30 
45 
45 
36 
37 
37 

41 

30 
26 
29 
31 
32 
37 
23 
29 
28 
127 
73 

55 

37 

28 
39 
.32 
40 
40 
21 
19 

1871. 
January  3L 

February  28. 

\ 

1 

March  31. 

April  30. 
May  31. 
June  30. 

4 

3 
2 

19 
11 

1 
8 

18 

6 

1 

4 

34 

...... 

13 

8 
9 

31 
6 
3 

13 
4 

12 
2 

22 

...... 

1 

19 
28 
8 
...... 

July  31. 

August  31. 

September  30. 
October  31. 

!0..-. 

November  30. 

10 

December  31. 

11 ; 

1872. 
Januaxy  31. 

1872. 

February  29. 

► 

March  31. 

April  30. 

May  31. 
June  30. 

July  31. 

August  31 . 

September  30. 
October  31. 

\0 

November  30. 

December  31. 

6 

13 
5 

"39" 
10 
14 
...... 

2 
79 

18 

18 
11 

'"10" 
2 
4 

19 
2 
2 

10 

2 
1 
3 
2 
38 
15 

""6 

"ioi' 

25 

...... 

11 
3 

10 
4 

""'2 

1873. 
January  31. 

1873. 

February  28. 

I 

March  31. 

April  30. 
May  31. 

June  30. 

■*■ 

July  31. 

August  31. 

September  30. 

October  31. 

November  30. 

December  31. 

% 

1874. 
January  31 . 

187*4.            ' 

February  28. 
March  31. 

April  30. 

May  31. 

June  30. 

July  31. 

August  31. 
Seotember  30. 

6:::::::::::::::.::::::::::::) 

^       19  \  0<ilo\ieT*i\, 

Mis.  170^  pt.  2 27 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Number  of  men  employed f  8^c. — Continued. 


1874. 

October  31 

November  30 

December  31 

1875. 

January  31 

February  28 

March  31 

April  30 

May31 

June  30 

July  31 

August  31 

September  30 

October  .31 

November  30 

December  31 

187G. 

January  31 , 

February  29 


98 

a 

0 


19 
21 

21 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
25 
26 
28 
29 
28 

35 

23 
23 


'S 

u 

o  a 

1- 

0 

sz; 


1 

2 


12 


'S 

ii 

-I 

a" 

0 


5 
3 
2 
1 
1 
9 


cS 

g" 

Wi 
9 

B 

0 

sz; 


21 
21 

21 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
25 
26 
28 
29 
28 
35 

23 

23 


November  30. 
December  31. 

1875. 
January  31. 

February  28. 
March  31. 
April  30. 
May  31. 
June  30. 
July  31. 
August  31. 
September  30. 
October  31. 
November  30. 
December  31. 

1876. 
January  31. 

February  29. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BROWN, 
Commander^  U,  S,  N.^  Inspector  of  Ordnanu, 
Commodore  E.T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 


BOSTON  NAVY-YARD. 
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STBAM-ENGINEERIMG  DEPARTMENT. 


Number  of  men  employed  and  discharged  from  March  1,  1871,  to  March  1,  1676. 


1871. 

M&rch 

April 

Mw^y 

JUQQ 

Jxxly 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1872. 

JttziTiarj 

February  ...... 

March 

April 

mwLy 

June 

Jrily 

August 

September 

October 

November 

I>ecember 

1873. 

January 

Febraary 

Maxch.i 

April 

M.aj 

Jnne 

July 

August 

September 


Number  on 
rolls. 

Employed. 

136 

8 

124 

1 

123 

7 

126 

13 

140 

11 

156 

2 

174 

169 

105 

34 

104 

2 

105 

14 

107 

5 

a5 

85 

3 

88 

9 

87 

7 

92 

32 

113 

31 

135 

63 

182 

70 

230 

14 

230 

11 

227 

5 

217 

29 

229 

37 

252 

29 

265 

34 

279 

19 

288 

72 

281 

16 

264 

36 

»T3 

to 


KespectfuUy  submitted. 
Approied. 


20 

2 

10 

27 

27 

20 

5 

64 

35 

1 

12 
27 


10 

2 
11 

9 
16 
22 
14 
14 

15 

17 

14  H 

16 

20 

10 

79 

13 

15 


1873. 
October  .  - 
November 
December 

1874. 
January.. 
February . 
March  /.. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August... 
September 
October . . 
November 
December 
1875. 
January. . 
February . 
March  ... 
April  ..... 

May 

June 

July 

August  .. 
September 
October  . . 
November 
December 

1876. 
January . . 
February . 


o 


305 
334 

482 

333 
198 
197 
170 
160 
161 
161 
152 
154 
154 
159 
94 

80 
79 
83 
84 
86 
84 
88 
87 
93 
94 
93 
193 

150 
2J 


O) 
>» 

o 
'El 

a 


47 

187 

18 

2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
3 
111 
76 


21 
2 
2 


»T3 

Of 
bD 

08 

CD 


18 

39 

167 

137 
3 

28 
13 


3 

120 

74 


18 
67 
16 


2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

4 

6 

7 

3 

69 

70 

8 

2 

1 

10 

11 

105 

5 

26 

69 

129 

JOHN  BARRETT. 

Time  Cleric, 

RICHARD  M.  BARTLEMAN. 

Chief  Engineer,  U,S,N 


\ 


I 

> 
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NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


Numherofmen  employed  and  discharged  in  provision  and  clothing  department  sinc€  Jay 

1,1871. 


1871. 
January  

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October - 

November 

December 

1872. 

January 

February  

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1873. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 


13 

13 

12 

11 

9 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

11 

11 

11 

n 
11 

9 
9 

8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 

9 

8 
9 
9 
9 

8 
8 
8 


fekO 


1 
1 

2 
1 


2 

i" 


1873. 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1874. 

January  

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  ....    . 
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Inspection  Provision  and  CLOxmNO, 

Naty-Yardf  Boston^  Mass,,  March  21,  1876. 
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Pay- Director i  Inspector  Provision  and  Clolhiwti 
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ally  submitted. 


lore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard^  Boi^ton. 
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J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor^  U,  S,  Navy, 


Boston,  Mass.,  October  23,  1874. 

R  Commodore  :  I  wish  yr u  would  approve  requisitions  for  men  to  be  employed 

iy  be  made  until  the  Ist  of  November. 

ty  additional  men  has  allowed  from  the  Chelsea  district,  and  I  suppose  some  more 

quired  from  Gooch*s  district. 

ninistration  desire  the  success  of  Gooch  and  Frost. 

rs,  respectfully, 

lore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U,  S,  N,, 

Commandant, 


1 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

December  2,  \S7m.^ 

8iR :  In  examiniug  the  pay-rolls  nn<1er  this  bureaa  at  the  yard  under  jour  command  ^<>7 
the  months  of  September  and  October  last,  it  is  noticed  the  force  was  largely  increa^»-^^ 
during  the  latter  month. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  inform  the  bureau  under  what  orders  this  increase  was  ma^^  f 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  BurttiM, 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard^  Boston^  JUats, 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Con9tructor*8  Office,  December  4,  1874. 

Commodore  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  report  as  follows : 
Between  the  1st  and  31st  of  October  last  there  was  taken  on  the  rolls  of  this  department,  by 
requisition,  five  hundred  and  eighty-six  men. 

The  employment  of  these  men  was  authorized  by  the  bureau's  orders,  dated  the  7th,  lOth, 
12th,  and  16tb  of  October,  3874,  and  they  were  at  work  on  the  new  sloops,   Sl  Mary's, 
fitowing  and  piling  timber,  breaking  up    the  Virginia,  docking  the  Plymouth,  receiving 
stores,  shipping  material  belonging  to  tne  Miantonomoh,  keepiug  ships,  &>c. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  N. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 
*     ^  Commandant  Navy-  Yard^  Boston, 


[No.  2ci5.]  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  December  b,  J  874. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, informing  me  that  '*  in  examining  the  pay-rolls  of  construction  at  this  yard  for  the 
months  of  September  and  October,  it  is  noticed  the  force  was  largely  increased  during  the 
latter  months.  Will  you  be  g^d  enough  to  inform  the  bureau  under  what  orders  this  in- 
crease was  made  t  '* 

While  I  may  be  excused  for  expressing  surprise  at  this  inquiry,  I  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  reply  somewhat  at  length  and  in  detail  to  it. 

The  direct  official  orders  I  had  for  an  increase  of  force  in  October  are  as  follows, vis: 
First  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  dated  October  1, 
to  **  employ  twenty  additional  men  in  construction  department,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  ;  '* 
second,  a  written  order  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  dated  October  16,  to  in- 
crease the  force  in  construction  department,  **for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  spars  and 
boats  for  the  new  sloops  of  war  and  for  stowing  the  timber  in  the  yard."  By  the  report  of 
the  naval  constructor,  accompanying  this,  it  will  be  seen  how  many  additional  men  were 
employed  during  the  entire  month,  and  the  nature  of  their  employment.  The  two  orders  of 
the  10th  and  12tn,  cited  by  Mr.  Easby,  was  for  one  man  each,  and  I  do  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  cite  them.  That  I  had  every  reason  to  think  and  believe  that  the  increase  which 
was  made  in  October  was  fully  known  to  and  approved  by  the  bureau,  the  above-cited 
orders  and  the  following  orders  and  transactions  seem  clearly  to  show.  To  go  back  a  little 
in  the  order  of  time,  I  would  say  that  the  increase  of  force  began  in  September.  On  the 
7th  of  that  month  a  communication  was  addressed  to  me  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  di- 
recting me  to  enter  the  names  of  seven  men  on  the  rolls.  On  the  24th  of  the  same  month 
a  requisition  for  twentv  men  was  sent  in  by  Naval  Constructor  Pook.  Upon  ascertaining 
that  there  were  no  funds  to  pay  this  additional  force,  I  declined  to  approve  it.  In  reply  to 
my  inquiry  as  to  why  he  sent  in  requisitions  for  men,  when  he  had  not  the  means  of 
paying  them,  he  stated  that  these  particular  names  had  been  handed  to  him  by  outside  par- 
ties, with  a  request  that  he  would  require  them. 

On  the  same  day,  viz,  September  24,  I  received  an  official  communication  from  Mr. 
Pook,  informing  me  that  the  **  money  allowed  for  the  present  month  will  be  expended 
Friday  night,  September  25,''  upon  the  receipt  of  which  I  issued  orders  to  suspend  work  in 
the  construction  department  from  the  2rnh  to  the  1st  proximo.  On  the  26tu  September  I 
received  telegraphic  orders,  of  same  date,  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  not  to  stop  work  in  con- 
straction  department.     September  2tt  1  leX^^ta^Vk^d  t»  Bateau  of  Construction  to  know 
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-vrliAt  money  would  be  allowed  for  October.  September  29  bareati  replied,  in  effect,  for  same 
force  as  in  September,  and  make  no  additions  to  tbe  rolls.  Soon  after  the  1st  of  October 
>f  r.  Easbj,  naval  constructor,  informed  me  that  he  had  been  approached  by  outsiders  with 
ioqairies  as  to  why  the  twenty  men  required  for  on  the  24th  September  had  not  been  taken 
in.  I  directed  him  to  reply  that  the  requisition  had  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  approved 
\}y  the  commandant,  there  being  no  funas  for  their  payment. 

'Within  a  few  days  afterward,  viz,  October  7,  I  received  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  Bu- 
Teaa  of  Construction  to  employ  twenty  additional  men.  These  were  the  men  Uad  twice 
lefiiJied  to  approve  a  requisition  for.  On  October  16  an  order  was  issued  by  thb  bureau 
providing  for  an  increase  of  force,  which  order  has  already  been  cited.  Under  this  order  a 
considerable  increase  was  made,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  largest  share  of  the  in- 
crease was  made  subsequent  to  the  23d  of  October,  at  which  time  the  chief  of  the  bureau 
was  in  Boston.  On  October  25,  I  received  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
tbe  Navy  to  make  no  suspensions  in  any  department  of  this  yard  until  further  orders,  and 
th&t  money  would  be  furnished  on  proper  requisitions.    It  is  manifest  from  this  that  a  sus- 

S^nsion  I  had  ordered  and  its  cause,  viz,  shortness  of  funds,  was  known  in  Washington. 
n  the  4th  November  the  reduction  of  force  began,  by  my  order. 

The  bureau  issued  its  order  to  reduce  on  the  5th,  while  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  Octo- 
ber 25,  to  make  no  suspensions  until  further  orders,  (virtually  an  order  to  make  no  change,) 
was  not  revoked  or  changed  until  November  13.     I  have  been  thus  full  and  particular  in 
my  reply  to  the  bureau's  letter  to  show  that  if  the  increase  of  force  in  this  vard  was  unau* 
thorized,  the  responsibility  does  not  rest  with  the  commandant,  as  the  /oregoing  recital 
clearly  shows  that  every  effort  made  by  him  to  prevent  an  increase  and  to  save  money  was 
frustrated  by  some  outside  influence  more  powerful  than  his  own. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commodore^  Commandant, 
Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction ^  Washington, 


[Tdlegram.] 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office^  February  6,  1875. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy» 

IVashington,  D,  C  : 
A  hearing  in  the  case  of  Abbott  versus  Frost,  contested  election  in  Chelsea  district,  is 
going  on  before  a  notary  public.  Several  witnesses  from  construction  department  have 
been  examined,  and  certain  pay-rolls  of  said  department  have  been  asked  for  by  the  notanr. 
Am  I  authorized  to  let  them  go  7  Please  answer  immediately,  as  the  rolls  are  required  for 
Monday  next. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 


[  Telegram.  J 

Boston,  February  1*?,  1875. 

Hon.  George  M.  Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, : 

I  am  summoned  to  appear  at  10  to-morrow  morning,  in  the  case  of  Abbott  versus  Frost, 
contested  election,  and  to  produce  copy  of  letter  of  Bureau  of  Construction  of  December  2, 
and  my  reply  of  December  5.     Am  1  authorized  to  produce  these  letters,  or  g^ve  any  infor- 
mation thereon  f 

Please  answer  immediately. 

E.  T.  NICHOLS. 


ITelegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  19,  1875. 

Commodore  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Chariest  own,  Mass,  : 

Ordinarily  records  of  the  Department  cannot  be  used  unless  bv  permission  of  the  Secretary 
on  the  order  of  competent  court.  In  this  case  the  Department  nas  no  objection  to  producing 
tbe  papers,  and  you  are  authorized  to  do  so  as  you  think  best. 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretart)  of  iKe  Naio^. 
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No.  495.]  •  United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant* s  OJjict^  Nooember  2*2,  1870. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  bureau's  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  No.  363,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of 
Messrs.  6.  P.  Brown  «&  Son,  for  demurrafi^,  &c.,  for  delaj  in  dischaiging  the  colliers  Comery, 
Fish,  and  Holmes,  I  have  to  report  that  bills  of  lading  were  not  furnished  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases. 

These  vessels  were  not  discharged  till  after  their  cargoes  had  been  condemned  by  boards 
of  survey,  and  then,  at  the  request  of  the  contractors,  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  landing 
the  coal  on  the  navy-yard  wharf  for  his  convenience  in  selecting  such  of  it  as  would  con- 
form to  the  contract,  which  was  entirely  for  his  benefit,  and  a  disadvantage  and  loss  to  the 
Government.  As  to  the  picking  of  the  coal  by  the  yard  employes,  it  was  done  at  the  partic- 
ularrequest  of  Mr.  Brown,  with  the  understanding  that  he  could  employ  his  own  men,  if 
he  80  elected,  as  the  expense  of  this  labor  was  entirely  his  business. 

The  following  statement  will  exhibit  the  facts  of  the  cases  referred  to  above  : 

CASE  OF  BRIG  MARY  E.  COMERY. 

The  brig  Marv  E.  Comery  arrived  at  this  yard  September  8,  1870.  Coal  was  inspected 
on  that  date  and  rejected.  On  the  9th,  survey  was  ordered.  Board  reported  that  coal  was 
not  in  conformity  with  contract  and  not  fit  to  receive ;  vessel  accordingly  ordered  from  the 
yard  and  contractor  notified.  Bureau  was  also  informed  by  letter  on  that  date,  and,  in 
letter  of  12th  September,  No.  409,  approved  of  the  action  taken  in  the  matter.  On  the  14th 
September,  at  toe  request  of  the  contractor,  a  quantity  of  coal  was  removed  from  cargo, 
and  another  survey  held ;  reported  unfit  to  receive. 

September  17,  bureau  informed  by  telegraph  that,  even  after  picking,  coal  was  unsatis- 
factory. September  20  telegraphic  order  was  received  from  bureau  to  resurvi^j  coal  by 
new  board,  after  selecting,  and  report  to  bureau  by  telegraph.  Before  this  order  could  be 
carried  into  effect,  a  circular  was  issued  by  the  bureau,  under  date  of  September  22,  No. 
330,  directing  '*  that  in  future  no  reference  should  be  made  to  it  in  relation  to  coal  delivered 
at  the  yard  on  account  of  other  bureaus."  On  the  27th  September  telegraphic  order  from 
Bureau  Construction  and  Repair  to  receive  coal  per  brig  Comery,  selecting  to  your  satisfac- 
tion at  contractor's  expense.  This  latter  order  was  immediately  complied  with,  and  the 
cost  of  selecting  charged  to  the  contractor,  the  yard-men  by  his  reqnest  doing  the  work. 

The  brig  Comery  therefore  came  to  this  yard  September  8,  and  was  detained  by  the  con- 
tractor until  September  28,  at  which  date  she  was  discharged. 

CASE  OF  SCHOONER   LORETTA  FISH. 

Schooner  Loretta  Fish  arrived  September  28.  Board  surveyed  coal  and  reported  not  of 
sufficiently  good  quality  to  be  received.  Contractor  notified.  September  29  telegraphic  order 
from  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  to  allow  coal  to  be  picked  at  contractor's  expense,  and 
to  receive  so  much  as  would  conform  to  contract.  Replied  by  telegraph,  September  30,  t^at 
coal  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  cannot  be  picked  unless  it  is  all  landed  on  the  wharf, 
which  will  occasion  great  inconvenience  and  additional  expense  to  the  Government.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  shall  bureau's  telegram  be  complied  with  t  In  reply  by  telegraph,  under 
date  of  October  1,  bureau  directs  that  if  the  contractor  makes  coal  satisfactory  to  the  in- 
specting officer,  receive  it ;  not  otherwise.  This  coal  was  picked  and  the  vessel  detained  by 
toe  contractor  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  cargo  until  October  11,  when  she  left  the 
yard;  she  was,  therefore,  nere  from  September  28  until  October  10,  1870. 

CASE  OF  SCHOONER  RHODA  HOLMES. 

The  schooner  Rhoda  Holmes  arrived  in  stream  off  the  yard  September  28.  Coal  was  sur* 
veyed  September  29,  and  board  reported  "not  of  sufficient  good  quality  to  be  received." 
Same  date  received  telegram  from  Bureau  Steam-Engineering  to  allow  coal  to  be  picked 
at  contractor's  expense,  and  receive  such  as  will  conform  to  contract.  October  3,  telegraphed 
bureau  that  coal  per  Rhoda  Holmes,  said  to  be  *' Lehigh  lump,"  was  so  bad  that  it  could 
not  be  used  for  any  Government  purpose  whatever.  Telegraphed  again,  on  5th  October, 
for  instructions.  Answer,  no  instructions  to  give  ;  presume  the  usual  order  to  contractor  to 
remove  coal.  October  10,  telegram  from  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive  cargo  of 
coal  per  Rhoda  Holmes,  the  slate  to  be  picked  at  the  contractor's  expense.  On  the  11th 
October  this  vessel  was  allowed  to  come  to  the  wharf  and  discharge  cargo,  which  t^k 
until  the  19th,  when  she  left. 

Inclosed  please  find  copies  of  telegrams,  &c.,  with  copy  of  a  communication  to  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  tne  subject,  dated  September  30,  1870. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  STEEDMAN, 

Commandant. 
Commodore  Wm.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  N., 

CAief  of  Bureau  of  Equi-pmini  and  Kecruittng^  ff'ashingtonf  D,  C, 
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Memorandum, 

Delivered  to  John  Roach  &.  Son,  July  27,  per  schooner  Ellen,  on  bareau's  order  of  Maj 

14, 1875,  three  screw-propellers  of  composition,  weighing  34,480  pounds;  also,  two  compo- 

ntion  shoes,  one  composition  palm,  ana  a  lot  of  scrap  composition  weighing  22,256  pounds  ; 

a  total  of  56,736  pounds.    There  was  no  price  mentioned  in  the  order,  and  none  put  on  the 

InToice. 

Delivered  to  E.  H.  Ashcroft,  Boston,  September  7,  1875,  on  bureau's  orders  of  May  20 
and  31, 1875,  62,000  pounds  composition,  and  on  bureau's  order  of  December  7,  1875,  6,000 
pounds  of  composition.  The  last  delivery  was  made  December  J  4,  and  no  price  was  men- 
tioned in  the  invoice  or  order. 

C.  C.  8.  MOORE, 
Clerk  Steam-Store$, 
Chief  Engineer  R.  M.  Bartleman,  U.  S.  N. 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  March  27,  1876 

Sir*.  I  respectfully  report  that  the  weight  of  the  iron  shipped  to  Mr.  John  Roach  was,  from 
theMiantonomoh  754^/!^  tons,  and  from  the  Oregon  1,444  f^o  tons. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  U,  S,  N, 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Civil  Engineer's  Qfice,  March  14,  1876. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  general  order  of  March  11,1  would  respectfully  report  that  there 
^e  no  rejected  articles  now  in  the  Department  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

There  is  some  timber  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Trickey,  being  an  excess  of  a  requisition  de- 
livered November  last.  It  is  the  balance  left  from  a  xaft  of  timber  sent  in  to  fill  the  requisi- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

BROWNELL  GRANGER, 

Civil  Engineer,  V.  8.  N. 
Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 

Memorandum, 

^HequisiUon  No.  24,  dated  October  25, 1875 ;  billed  November  1 1, 1875.    No.  of  bill,  625 ; 
■^.OOo  feet  white-pine  timber. 

United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 
Naval  Constructor's  Office,  March  22,  1876. 

.^'H :  I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  the  reje'cted  material  now  in  the  yard  belonging  to  out- 
**^«  parties,  viz : 

.   *^  white-oak  knees,  the  property  of  BIr.  J.  Trickey,  17  rejected  October  25,  1873 ;  29  re- 
J«cte^  October  22,  1874 ;  79  rejected  November  20, 1874. 
^1^^  white-oak  knees,  the  property  of  M.  Keaney,  rejected,  not  having  orders  to  receive 

18  hickory  butts,  the  property  of  J.  Trickey,  rejected  April  26,  1873. 
^  biekory  spars,  the  property  of  J.  Trickey,  rejected  April,  1873. 

.^»O00  feet,  board-measure,  3-inch,  No.  3,  white-pine  plank,  property  of  J.  W.  Duryee, 
^J^ted  December  18,  1875. 
^0  sticks  of  live-oak,  the  property  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  rejected  at  Tarious  times  since  1872. 
^  spruce  soars,  the  property  of  A.  A.  McCullough,  rejected  February  14,  1876. 
^>0(K)  feet,  Doard-measure,  ash,  the  property  of  l^uthard  &.  Co.,  rejected  February,  1876. 
^^tieks  white-oak  timber,  the  property  of  J.  Trickey,  rejected  March  6,  1876. 
^^  sticks  of  white-oak  timber,  the  property  of  A.  A.  McCullough,  rejected  March  18,  1876. 
"^^spectfully  submitted. 

.1.  W.  EASBY, 
^-^  Naval  Constructor,  U,  S.  A. 

Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navff-Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt  2 — -28 
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Memoranda  of  amounts  expended  (as  per  bills)  at  the  Boston  navy- yard,  from  July  ), 
1874,  to  January  ],  1876,  under  coenizance  of  the  Bureaus  of  Equipment  and  Recmil- 
ing,  Yards  and  Docks,  and  Steam-Lnginpering. 

EQUIPMENT  ANb  RECRUITING. 

Total  amount  expended $70,632  09 

Amount  expended  on  contract 483  68 

Amount  expended  on  open  purchase 70, 14S   41 

Amount  expended  on  yard  requisition 21,20^  04 

Amount  expended  on  bureau  orders 48,d43  37 

YARDS    AND    DOCKS. 

Total  amount  expended |79,660   22 

Amount  expended  on  contracts 18,012    04 

Amount  expended  on  open  purchase 61,646    13 

Amount  expended  on  yard  requisition 59,921    ^ 

Amount  expended  on  bureau  orders ^ J, 726    ^^ 

STEAM-ENGINEERING.  . 

Total  amount  expended i $54,827  €^^ 

Amount  expended  on  contracts none.         ^ 

Amount  expended  on  open  purchase 54, 827  ^^ 

Amount  expended  on  yard  requisition 15, 294  f  ^^ 

Amount  expended  on  bureau  orders 39,533  4^^ 


Amounts  expended  for  material,  freigfht,  and  incidental  charges  under  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair  at  the  Boston  navy-yard  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875. 

Aggregate  amount  of  purchases,  on  freight,  &c $185,405  02 

By  annual  contract 25,055  65 

By  open  purchase 160,348  37 

On  requisitions  originating  at  navy-yard 3^),  126  96 

On  orders  from  chief  of  bureau  at  Washington 126,222  41 

Expended  from  July  1,  1875,  to  January  1,  1876,  (six  months.) 

Aggregate  amount  of  purchases $274, 168  90 

By  annual  contract 19,012  43 

By  open  purchase ' 255, 156  47 

On  reauisitlon  originating  at  navy-yard 16,977  94 

On  orders  from  chief  of  bureau  at  Washington 238,178  53 


Clerks  and  tpriters 

employed  in  the  navy-yard^  Boston^  March  20,  1876. 

Name. 

Rate. 

Department. 

J.H.Haskell 

Clerk  civil  encrineer  ....... .... 

Yards  and  Docks. 

W.E.Delano 

Store-clerk  ................... 

Do. 

G.  H.  Pierce 

Draughtsman 

Do. 

F.  Simonds  ............... 

Clerk  cantain  of  yard  . ...... .. 

Do. 

H.  C.  Edwards 

Chief  clerk 

Equipment. 
Do. 

G.  H.Burr 

Store-clerk ................... 

Dwicrht  Bovden  ....... .... 

Writer,  ronewalk  ............. 

Do. 

J.  8.  Famnfirton ........... 

Chief  clerk 

Steam-Engi  neering. 
Do, 

C.  C.  L. Moore  ............ 

Store-clerk ................... 

J.  Barrett ......... ........ 

Assistant  clerk ............... 

Do. 

E.  A.  Houlstone  ........... 

Clerk 

Ordnance. 

li.  H.  Biflrelowe  ............ 

Clerk 

Navigation. 

Provisions  and  Clothing. 
Paymaster  yard. 
Do. 

W.W.  Mead 

Clerk 

E.  K.  Boardman. .......... 

Writer 

W.  H.  Lonjr 

Writer 

M.  Patee 

Chief  clerk 

Construction  and  Repau*. 
Do. 

C.  W.Parker 

Store-clerk ................... 

M. Simonds  ............... 

Clerk  to  assistant  constructor  .. 
Writer 

Do. 

W.  H.  Fitznatrick 

Do. 

W.  E.  Carleton 

...Do 

Do. 

G.W.Wood 

...Do 

Do. 
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Navy  Drpartment, 
Bureau  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  15, 1874. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  10th  November,  1873,  authorizing  the  re- 
ception of  50,000  cubic  feet  of  live-oak  timber  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  to  be  de- 
livered by  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  such  timber  as  may  be  oflfered  by  him  and  does  not  fully  comply 
pritb  the  requirements  for  curve-timber  therein  specifiedibut  will  answer  for  first  and  second 
\ittocks  in  any  part  of  the  ship,  may  be  receiveaand  paid  for  as  curve-timber.  Any  surplus 
>f  principal  pieces  or  straight  timber  that  Mr.  Swift  may  have  after  filling  the  order  named, 
be  received,  and  bills  made  accordingly. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HAN8C0M, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Oommodore  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commandant  Navy'  Yard,  Boston, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

June  29,  1874. 

Sir:  Inasmuch  asMr.  W.C.N.  Swift  has  delivered  the  live-oak  timber  much  earlier 
tbac  anticipated  and  agreed  upon,  some  of  his  deliveries  are  properly  to  be  paid  out  of  appro- 
priation Construction  and  Repair,  1874-75. 

Xn  order  to  do  so  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  new  bills  made  out,  dated,  and  approved 
afteT  July  1  next,  which  you  will  please  have  done. 

Aelr.  Swift's  bill,  amounting  to  $47,219.55,  is  herewith  returned  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  Boston, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

July  2,  1874. 

Sir:  The  bill  (in  triplicate)  of  W.  C.  N.  Swift,  amounting  to  $54,667.87,  is  herewith 
retxirned,  and  you  will  please  have  a  new  one  made  out  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
^Ten  in  bureau  letter  dated  June  29. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 


Amount  of  Uve'Oak  timber  delivered  to  eight  sloops  of  war, 

1874. 

February.  Live-oak  timber,  cubic  feet,  9,766^ |17,206  60 

April.          Live-oak  timber,  cubic  feet,  10,431 18,213  19 

Jaly.           Live-oak  timber,  cubic  feet,   8,061 13,225  75 

August.      Live-oak  timber,  cubic  feet,      173^ 344  85 

Total 48,990  39 


United  States  Navy- Yard,  Boston, 

Commandants  Office,  April  1,  1876. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  committee  for  the  '*  entire  cost  of  all  labor  done  by 
the  Government  on  the  bending-machine  building,"  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  follow- 
ing pape^  giving  all  the  information  which  can  be  gathered  from  the  recorda  oi  \>\i\&  ^vc^, 

A.  Letter  from  Constructor  Easbx. 
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B.  Requisition  from  Constraction  on  Tarda  and  Docks. 

C.  Letter  from  Civil  Engineer  Granger. 

The  settlement  of  this  accoant  was  probably  made  in  Washington.    The  charge  of  $212.90 
seems  the  only  one  made  against  the  bending-mill  proper.    I  can  find  nothing  in  the  con- 
tract requiring  ^e  contractor  to  put  up  a  boiler-house. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

CommaHdmnU 

Hon.  R.  Q.  Mills, 

Chairman  Subcommittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Washington, 


United  States  Navy-Yard,  Boston, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  March  28,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  examination  I  find  the  Department  of  Construction  and 
Repair  fumisned  no  labor  toward  the  building  of  the  bending-milL 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 
Naval  Constructor,  U,  8.  N. 
Commodore  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Boston,  Mass, 


B. 
Requisition, 

No.  190.]  November  4,  1871. 

From  Yards  and  Docks — general  purposes : 
Labor  and  material  to  inclose  boiler  of  timber-bending  building. 

Rear- Admiral  Chas.  Steedman, 

Commandant, 

Note. — ^The  charge  of  $212.90  by  Yards  and  Docks  to  this  department  for  labor  on  founda- 
tion of  bending-mill  was  done  on  verbal  order  of  Wm.  L.  Hanscom,  N.  C. 


C. 

No.  880.  ]  United  States  Navy  Yard,  Boston  , 

CivU  Engineer's  Office,  March  31,  1876. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  Department  of  Yards  and  Docks  fur- 
nished any  material  or  labor  in  the  construction  of  the  timber-bending  mill,  I  would  report 
as  follows : 

December  30,  1871.  there  was  charged  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction^  $212.90  for  labor  on 
foundation  to  timber-bending  mill.  This  was  done  on  verbal  order.  At  the  same  date  is 
charged  $2,094.21,  and  in  January,  1872.  $1,315.30,  and  in  February,  1872,  $4.00  for  labor 
and  material  to  inclose  the  boiler  of  the  building  for  bending  timber,  by  requisition  No.  190, 
from  Naval  Constructor  W.  L.  Hanscom,  approved  by  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Steedman,  U. 
S.  N.,  commandant.  Also,  a  charge  by  verbal  order  of  $4.89  for  placing  spark-arrester  on 
same  building.  These  amounts  were  paid  by  the,  constraction  department,  by  transfer 
account. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BROWNELL  GRANGER, 

CivU  Engineer,  U,  8,  N. 

Commodore  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant. 
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Morning  report  of  United  States  marines  stationed  at  navy-yard^  Charlestoumf  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col,  James  H.  JoneSy  March  20, 1876. 

[Coanteraign:  ••Tania."     Watchword:  "Naples."] 


On  guard,  barracks . . . 
On  iniArd,  main  gate . . 

On  daily  dnty 

Orderlies 

On  command 

Joined 

On  drill 

'Police 

Sick  in  quarters 

Sick  in  nospital  ....... 

Absent  with  Icuive 

Absent  without  leave. 

Confined 

Awaiting  discharge  . . 

Under  lentence 

Present  fit  for  dnty  . . 
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ALTERATIONS  SINCE  LAST  REPORT. 

• 

Detached 

■        1            1 

Transferred 

r"\ 

Discharged 

1 

DeserteS 
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1 

1 

Total  present  and  absent 
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JAMES  H.  JONES, 
Lieutenant- Oolonely  Commanding  PoiL 


Statement 

of  the  number 

of  pieces  bent  for  kne 
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Bent  29      **      one  possibly  goody  28  broken,  shim,  knees. 

The  number  of  pieces  bent  for  tops  from  July  23  to' October  20, 1873,  and  their  condition  when 

bent. 
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in  one  place. 

broke  in  two  places. 

"  four       " 

"  four        " 

good  bend. 

edgewise,  i  of  each  piece  good,  remainder  broken. 

12  feet  good,  remainder  broken,  unfit  for  use. 

badly  broken. 

"         "       shim. 
if         tt  it 


Bent  17  pieces,  two  good,  15  broken,  ahim,  tops. 
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Aug.  30,  1  stem-chock  for  Yandalia,  9i  bj  12^  by  aboat  50  feet,  broken  aboat  half  iu 

the  middle,  one  other  bad  break,  ana  one  slight  one. 
Sept.    6,   1  stern-chock  for  torpedo-boat,  7^  by  16  by  about  55  feet,  very  badly  broken 
Oct.      9,   1  stem-chock  for  torpedo-boat,  9  by  18  by  abont  45  feet,  badly  broken  in 
three  places,  one  near  the  center,  and  one  each  side  of  center,  about  ^ 
feet. 
10,   1  stem-rail  for  torpedo-boat,  6  by  9^  by  45  feet,  bent  edgewise,  good  bend. 
13,   1  stem-plankshear  for  torpedo-boat,  5^  by  11^  by  about  45  feet,  bent  edge 

wise,  so  badly  broken  tnat  it  is  unfit  for  use. 
15,  1  stem-plankshear  for  torpedo-boat,  5^  by  12  by  about  45  feet,  bent  edgewise^ 
so  badly  broken  it  is  unfit  for  use. 

Bent    6  pieces,  one  good,  three  shim,  and  the  other  two  may  possibly  do,  steri^ 
chocks,  raifi,  and  plankshears. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  ON  N^VAL  AFFAIRS. 


April  27,  1876. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


PHILADELPHIA  NAVYYARD. 

Washingtox,  D.  C,  February  2^,  1876. 
George  H.  Preble  svrorn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  position  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  where  jou  have  been  employed 
in  the  last  three  or  foar  years  t— Answer.  I  am  a  commodore  in  the  United  States  Navy.  Dur- 
ing the  last  four  years  I  spent  three  of  them  at  the  Boston  navy -yard  in  command  of  the  naval 
reodecvous  recruiting  service,  and  then  was  detached  from  that  to  write  a  history  of  the  Boston 
yard,  and  immediately  after  being  restored  to  my  position,  by  promotion,  I  was  sent  to  the 
Philadelphia  yard  and  remained  there  until  it  was  broken  up  and  removed  to  League  Island. 

Q.  I  will  call  vour  attention  to  certain  points  upon  which  I  wish  your  opinion  and  infor- 
mation. First,  do  you  know  anything  about  the  different  bureaus  making  purchases  in  ex- 
cess of  the  requirements  of  the  service,  or  of  articles  not  asked  for  by  the  proper  ofBcers  of 
the  different  yards  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  purchases.  The  purchases  for 
the  Philadelphia  rexd  were  all  made  on  orders  from  Washington,  and  I  received  orders  to  re- 
ceipt for  the  articles  we  received ;  whether  they  were  in  excess  of  the  wants  of  the  service  I 
do  not  know.  I  should  say  that  some  of  them  might  be  in  excess  of  the  immediate  wants, 
but  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  The  purchases  for  the  Philadelphia  yard  were  made  by  the  bureaus  at  Washington?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  purchases  were  made  at  Washington  except  some  trivial  articles,  and 
they  were  all  made  with  the  approval  of  the  bureau  at  Washington.  No  requisition  was 
passed  unless  it  was  approved  by  the  bureau,  and  all  the  large  purchases  were  made  from 
there  and  sent  on. 

Q.  A  large  amount  of  the  purchases  was  made  before  any  previous  requisition  of  the  yard  f 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  in  that  regard  particularly  to  the  item  of  ship-knees. — A.  There 
was  a  requisition  sent  up  to  me  by  Mr.  Hoover,  then  assistant  constructor,  for  five  hundred 
ship-kilees  to  be  delivered  at  League  Island.  I  sent  for  him  and  told  him  that  I  diduH  know 
what  use  they  could  be  there,  and  that  I  could  not  approve  the  requisition ;  that  I  would  for- 
ward it  to  the  bureau  and  they  miffht  act  their  pleasure  about  it.  He  said  that  he  ha^l  some 
private  letter  about  it,  which  I  told  him  I  didn't  want  to  see.  I  forwarded  the  requisition  to 
the  bureau  without  my  approval  and  stated  why  I  withheld  it.  It  came  back  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  chief  of  the  Dureau  stating  that  the  Department  intended  to  build  a  ship  there 
shortly.     The  knees  were  delivered  in  accordance  with  the  requisition. 

Q.  The  constructor  told  you  that  he  had  a  private  letter? — A.  The  assistant  constructor, 
Mr.  Hoover,  who  had  charge  of  the  construction  department  of  the  yard  thAU,  said  that  he 
had  some  private  letter.  I  told  him  that  I  didn*t  want  to  see  it;  it  was  from  some  party 
in  Washington.  I  asked  him  what  he  wanted  with  the  knees  ;  he  said  he  didn't  know. 
He  apparently  did  not  know  what  they  were  wanted  for,  but  he  had  some  private  directions 
to  parchase  them. 
Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Hoover  now  ? — A.  He  is  at  League  Island. 
Q.  Who  supplied  tbo$e  ahifkneeai — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect.    1  beaxd  t\i«X  \l  vi^a  ^'^. 
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Savai^e,  but  I  am  not  certain  about  that.    I  was  told  it  was  some  old  contractor  who  bas 
Had  contracts  with  the  Government  for  a  great  many  years,  but  I  do  not  recollect  his  name. 

Q.  Have  vou  any  information  as  to  who  was  the  partner  of  Mr.  Savaf^e  in  that  transac- 
tion t— A.  No,  sir ;  I  only  know  that  it  didn't  seem  to  me  necessary  to  purchase  white-oak 
knees  and  I  therefore  withheld  my  approval.  I  never  approved  the  requisition,  and  it  came 
back  approved  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  the  knees  were  delivered. 

Q.  State  your  reasons  why  the  knees  were  not  necessary  T — A.  I  think  I  have  stated  them 
already.  League  Island  will  not  be  in  a  condition  to  do  any  work  there  for  two  or  three 
years,  even  with  very  liberal  appropriations,  and  I  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  purchasing 
those  knees. 

Q.  Were  there  any  ship-knees  at  the  Philadelphia  yard  at  the  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do 
not  know  how  many,  but  I  should  think  enough  for  present  use. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  contract  than  the  one  you  have  mentioned  in  relation  to  ship- 
knees  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  contract  for  the  delivery  of  ship-knees  made  with  a  firm  at  Bal- 
timore t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  with  any  firm  of  which  Orvil  Grant  is  partner  or  a^ent  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have 
never  seen  Orvil  Grant ;  I  heard  that  he  was  in  the  yard  several  times  in  the  constructor's 
office,  but  I  never  saw  him.  I  would  not  know  whether  he  furnished  articles,  as  the  names 
of  the  members  of  the  firms  are  not  stated ;  the  contracts  never  come  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  articles  purchased,  not  required  for  any  present  use  or  pur- 
pose of  the  Government  at  League  Island  or  Philadelphia  f  I  understood  you  to  say  that  a 
large  quantity  of  the  purchases  originated  with  the  bureaus  here  f — A.  Tes,  sir  ;  I  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  them  except  to  approve  the  bills. 

Q.  State  the  power  ana  control  of  the  commandant  over  the  purchases  and  expenditures 
at  the  yard  7 — A.  In  cases  where  a  regular  contract  is  made,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
approve  bills. 

Q.  His  duties  are  simply  executive  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  to  the  second  branch  of  my  inquiry,  1  will  ask  you  do  you  know  anything  in  re- 
lation to  the  expendituies  of  money  for  other  purposes  than  that  for  which  the  appropriation 
is  made  by  Congress,  anything  of  the  illegal  or  improper  transfer  of  funds  from  one  bureaa 
to  another  ¥ — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that ;  I  have  never  inquired  into  it. 

Q.  W  ho  appoints  the  inspector  at  the  yards  ? — A.  He  is  appointed  from  Washing^n,  I 
presume. 

Q.  He  is  a  civil  officer,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  civil  appointments  are  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance,  or  have  you  any  information  of  a  reliable  character  that 
you  can  give  to  the  committee  in  regard  to  timber-inspectors  being  appointed  or  removed 
through  the  influence  of  contractors  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  interference  in  relation  to  the  appointment  or  removal  of 
contractors  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  illegal  or  improper  transactions  with  timber-contractors  ? 
— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  know  nothing  about  that. 

Q.  jfo  you  know  anything  about  a  floating  debt  outstanding  against  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  of  it  until  a  day  or  two  ago,  when  some  one  told  me  that 
there  was  one. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  building  of 
the  eight  sloops  of  war  ? — A.  So,  sir  :  only  that  some  of  the  bills  came  to  me  to  be  approved. 
There  were  tnree  of  them  fipished  at  Philadelphia,  the  Ranger,  Huron,  and  Alert.  TTie 
Huron  was  first  called  the  Alliance;  two  of  them  are  finished  and  one  of  them  is  still  in 
the  bands  of  the  contractor.  I  cannot  recall  all  the  bills,  but  I  presume  I  approved  bills  lOr 
the  money  paid  on  them  ;     many  of  the  bills  went  directly  to  the  Department. 

Q.  These  vessels  were  built  by  contract  ?— A.  Two  built  by  Roach,  complete,  and  the 
engine  of  the  third  one  by  Roach.  The  hull  of  the  third  vessel  was  built  by  Harlan  & 
Hollingsworth. 
^  Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  as  to  tie  character  of  the  bills  approved  by  you  ? — A.  No, 
sir.  I  thiuK  the  bills  under  the  contracts  were  approved  here.  Bills  for  spars  and  things 
made  in  the  yard,  came  under  my  cognizance. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  general  amount  of  the  bills  so  approved  by  you? — A. 
That  1  do  not  know  :  that  can  all  be  ascertained  from  the  construction  office.  In  every  yard 
there  is  a  return  made  every  month  to  the  commandant  of  all  the  work  that  has  been  done 
during  the  month  on  every  vessel  in  the  yard,  and  it  is  carried  on  from  the  time  she  first 
arrives  there,  and  it  shows  at  a  glance  the  money  expended  on  each  ship  in  the  ywd. 

Q.  Then  the  bills  approved  by  you  were  paid  from  the  money  set  apart  for  the  Philadel- 
phia yard  ?— A.  Bills  under  the  contracts  were  all  paid  here,  but  for  other  items  they  would 
be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  respective  bureaus. 

Q.  Those  sums  so  paid  were  independent  and  outside  the  contracts  T — ^A.  I  don't  think  I 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  contract.  The  bills  I  approved  were  outside  the  contract.  The 
trial  trip,  for  instance,  is  charged  to  the  vessel,  and  all  the  outfits  and  interior  work  are 
DeverincJuded  in  the  contract. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  the  firm  of  Noblett  Sl  Brown  ? — A.  Not  personally.  I  have  seen  a  good 
mauy  of  their  bills  for  small  open  purchases  made  by  the  pay  inspector. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  compose  that  firm  ?— ^.  I  do  not.  I  have  been  introduced,  I  think, 
to  Mr.  Noblett.  I  have  never  seen  Mr.  Brown.  They  say  Mr.  Cattell  is  interested  in  it,  but 
I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  freneral  reputation,  that  Mr.  Cattell  is  a  member  of  that  firm  ? — A,  Yes, 
sir  ;  that  he  is  interested  in  it.  There  are  two  Cattells  ;  I  don't  know  which  is  the  one  re- 
ferred to 

Q.  As  to  this  system  of  open  purchases,  is  it  pursued  to  any  large  extent  at  that  yard  t — 
A.  Y'es,  sir ;  to  a  considerable  extent  for  all  smaM  purchases,  for  all  stationery  and  small 
articles  required  for  immediate  use. 

Q.  How  as  to  coal  ? — A.  I  think  coal  is  all  purchased  by  contract.  That  is  inspected  and 
does  not  come  to  me.  It  is  purchased  by  the  Equipment  Bureau  and  does  not  come  to  me. 
Some  of  the  coal  is  purchased  for  use  in  the  yard  by  open  purchase,  but  I  do  not  know  who 
it  is  purchased  from. 

Q.  How  as  to  timber? — A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  purchased  any  myself.  I  only  ap- 
prove bills  where  timber  has  been  delivered. 

Q.  Then  your  observation  and  knowledge  is  that  but  very  little  advertisint^  has  been  done 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  should  say  but  very  little.  The  com- 
maodant  is  not  allowed  to  advertise  except  by  order  from  the  Department. 

Q.  That  is  controlled  by  the  head  of  tne  bureau  here  7^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  I  think  the  law 
ia,  that  there  shall  be  no  flkdvertising  except  by  permission  of  the  Secretary.  A  notice  about 
the  burial  of  an  officer  was  sent  to  the  newspapers  as  an  item  of  news.  Thev  sent  in  bills 
for  it  as  an  advertisement,  and  I  told  them  I  could  not  pay  them.  I  finally  did  pay  two  or 
three  of  them  out  of  my  own  pocket. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any thinfi^  about  the  interference  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  making 
purchases  for  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  manaf^ement  of  any  navy-yard  prior  to  the  war  ? — 
A.  I  was  attached  to  the  Boston  yard  for  a  while  as  an  assistant  to  the  executive  officer  prior 
to  the  war,  and  after  the  war  I  was  equipment  officer  and  general  inspector.  When  they 
re-organized  the  yard  they  abolished  the  office  of  general  inspector,  and  put  me  in  as  equip- 
ment officer. 

Q.  Comparing  the  time  you  were  connected  with  the  yard  prior  to  the  war  and  the  time 
after  the  war,  state  from  your  experience  what  difference,  if  any,  is  there  in  the  manaffement 
of  the  yard. — A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  to  answer  that.  Prior  to  the  war  the  bureau 
the  system  in  the  yard  had  not  been  adopted .  It  was  not  adopted  until  after  the  war.  Prior  to 
war  the  naval  store-keener — ti  civilian  and  politician— had  charge  of  all  the  supplies  in  theyard 
and  every  department  drew  from  him  what  they  wanted.  But  after  the  ww  or  during  the  war 
they  found  the  increase  of  work  and  material  required  that  there  should  be  some  change.  The 
basiness  had  outgrown  this  system.  The  store-keeper  could  not  take  canre  of  all  the  stores 
in  his  charge,  and  then  he  was  a  transient  officer  and  interested  in  making  as  much  money  out 
of  his  office  as  he  could.  I  think  he  had  a  percentage  outside  his  salary,  and  when  the  yard 
was  divided  into  these  departments  there  was  a  great  deal  of  material  found  that  was  never 
supposed  to  be  there.  I  know  in  the  department  of  equipment  that  I  found  an  immense 
quantity  of  material  not  charged  anywhere,  and  some  of  it  nad  been  on  hand  for  forty  years, 
and  we  made  a  great  mauy  sales  at  auction.  I  found  they  were  manufacturing  rope  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  men  employed.  As  it  is  now,  each  bureau  is  represented  by  an 
officer  in  the  yard,  ana  he  has  charge  of  the  department. 

Q.  And  through  these  bureau  officers  in  the  yards  come  requests  or  requisitions  to  be  sent 
to  the  bureau  at  Washington  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  bureau  officer  makes  his  requisition  for  what 
he  wants,  and  that  goes  to  the  commandant,  and  he  approves  it  or  not  and  forwards  it  to  the 
Department  If  they  approve  it  they  return  it,  and  then  the  purchase  is  made.  This  applies 
to  ordinary  articles ;  the  large  purchases  by  contract  are  maae  in  Washington,  and  the  rest 
of  those  articles  are  ordered  by  the  Department. 

Q.  The  growth  of  the  bureau  system  in  the  yards  is  the  growth  of  independence  and  want 
of  unity  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  if  a  successful  merchant  was  to  manage  his  business  in  the 
way  a  navy-yard  is  managed  he  would  fail  in  six  months,  but  I  do  not  believe  ihatyou  can 
mend  it ;  much  of  it,  I  think,  is  inseparable  from  our  style  of  government.  I  think  if  Mr. 
Astor  put  at  the  head  of  his  business  a  politician  who  knew  nothing  about  his  business,  and 
then  just  as  he  had  got  acquainted  wiih  it  turned  him  out  and  put  in  a  new  one,  and  served 
the  subordinate  sin  tne  same  way,  he  would  come  out  with  a  deficit. 

Q.  Then  you  think  much  of  the  abuse  attached  to  the  Navy  Department  belongs  to  our 
form  of  government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  if  they  would  put  a  good  business  merchant  at 
the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  and  give  him  a  small  advisory  council  it  would  be  better. 

Q.  Your  first  idea'of  reform  there  would  be  something  like  a  board  of  commissioners  t — ^A. 
Something  like  that.  It  should  be  small  in  number  and  composed  of  distinguished  officers, 
and  they  should  keep  their  office  for  a  long  time.  • 

Q.  what  do  you  think  of  the  idea  of  having  a  controlling  power  of  one  technical  well-edn- 
tated  man,  and  of  a  class  of  persons  that  represents  all  ideas  that  are  personified,  so  to  speak, 
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in  a  ship,  rather  than  to  take  a  one-idea  man  f — A.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  that  man.  I 
have  never  seen  him. 

Q.  The  line  officer  of  the  Navy  is  educated,  is  he  not,  when  he  gets  to  a  position  that  he 
commands  a  ship,  so  that  be  knows  or  ought  to  know  all  the  wants  alike  of  nis  ship  and  his 
men  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  a  general  knowledge  ot  the  wants  of  the  service  and  has  a  little 
touch  of  everything,  a  smattering  of  all  points. 

Q.  What  do  jou  think  of  the  suggestion  that  has  been  made  for  the  restoration  of  the  old 
oard  of  commissioners  ? — A.  I  think  the  old  board  of  commissioners  was  far  preferable  to 
the  present  system,  but  I  think  with  the  progress  of  thirty  or  forty  years  we  could  find  some- 
thing superior  to  that.  I  think  three  distinguished  officers,  high  officers,  and  holding  posi- 
tions more  permanently,  so  that  they  would  be  a  power,  would  be  better  than  the  system  they 
have  got  now.  I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  have  introduced  a  bill  for  a  commission  to  in- 
quire into  the  wants  of  the  Navy.  I  think  you  could  get  from  a  commission  of  suitable  men, 
who  would  call  upon  officers  to~give  their  opinion  deuberately,  more  information  and  better 
information.  To  answer  your  questions  on  these  points  requires  time  and  thought.  A  snap- 
judgment  is  worthless. 

Q.  What  information  have  you  about  the  employment  of  men  at  navy-yards  at  or  about 
election-time  f — A.  Well,  I  should  say  that  more  men  are  employed  before  election-time 
than  afterward. 

Q.  The  principal  item  of  cost  in  building  or  repairing  a  ship  is  labor,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Tes, 
sir ;  one  ot  the  principal  items. 

Q.  And  the  aavantage  to  the  Government  is  to  obtain  skilled  labor,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  employment  of  an  unnecessary  number  of  men,  and  those  unskilled,  is  to 
the  detriment  of  the  Government  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  another  item  of  expense  ;  while  the 
men  are  working  outside  ten  hours  a  day,  in  the  navy-yard  they  work  eight  hours,  and  we 
pay  more  for  labor  than  they  do  outside  for  ten  hours.  We  cannot  help  it;  we  send  around 
to  find  the  price  of  labor  outside.  The  outside  establishments  always  return  us  the  highest 
prices  they  pav.  A  board  of  officers  examine  these  answers,  and  they  fix  the  prices  from 
them  once  in  three  months.  While  we  know  that  these  ship-builders  are  paying  men  less 
prices  than  they  state  to  us,  we  cannot  go  behind  their  statements. 

Q.  Were  you  in  command  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  in  the  fall  of  1875  ? — A.  Yea,  sir ; 
I  was  detached  from  there  the  5tb  of  January,  1876,  after  it  was  delivered  over  to  the  pur- 
chaser. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  men  in  the 
mouth  or  two  months  preceding  the  election  of  1875,  and  their  discharge  afterward. — A 
There  was  a  large  number  of  men  employed  from  the  time  they  commenced  removing  the 
yard  and  stores  until  it  was  broken  up,  not  only  our  owti  men,  but  a  large  number  of  con- 
tractors' men.  I  do  not  know  how  many.  The  log-book  of  the  yard  will  show  the  exact 
number  employed  every  day  in  each  department,  both  at  League  Island  and  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

Q.  Was  there  an  unnecessary  number  employed  there  at  that  time,  in  your  opinion  f — A. 
No,  sir,  there  was  not ;  we  had  more  work  than  we  could  do,  a  great  deal  more  work  than  we 
could  accomplish  satisfactorily  in  the  removal  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  their  skill  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  very  little.  The 
heads  of  departments  knew  their  skill  better  than  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  not  stated  that  there  was  an  unnecessary  largfe  number  employed  in  the 
election  of  1875 1 — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  have  not.    I  do  not  know  when  the  election  t<x)k  place. 

Q.  From  your  observation  are  there  many  idle  and  unemployed  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  if  I  saw  a 
man  unemployed  I  would  discharge  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  had  that  power ;  at  all 
events  I  took  that  power,  and  if  I  saw  a  man  unemployed  I  would  discharge  nim. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instances  of  false  muster,  either  as  to  time  or  the  party  not  being 
present  in  the  yard  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  instances  of  men  borne  upon  the  rolls  not  actually  employed  at  the  navy-yard  f — 
A.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  one  foreman  I  had  discharged  a  year  ago  for  not  being  present  at  the 
hours  according  to  the  regulations ;  he  got  back  again,  but  be  soon  afterward  resigned. 
I  do  not  recollect  any  other  one.  Men  always  loiter  in  the  yards  and  break  off  a  little  ear- 
lier, and  I  had  to  call  their  attention  to  it  in  general  orders. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  contracts  being  made  with  the  Department,  or  any 
agent  thereof,  for  the  removal  of  property  from  the  Philadelphia  yard  to  League  Island  T— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  had  copies  of  most  of  them  sent  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instance  in  which  you  or  any  officer  of  the  yard  were  directed 
to  close  a  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  or  other  parties  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  ha€  some  controversy 
with  him  about  a  contract. 

Q.  State  the  controversy. — A.  Mr.  McKay  had  some  contracts  in  the  yard,  and  I  received 
a  letter  from  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  inclosing  a  propo^al  from  McKay  to 
remove  all  the  remaining  material  in  the  yard  before  the  first  of  January  for  a  certain  sum, 
amounting  to  ^0,300.  He  atithorized  me  to  confer  with  the  constructor,  and,  if  I  thought  it 
advisable,  to  accept  his  proposal,  as  everything  had  to  be  removed  before  the  first  of  January, 
else  it  would  go  with  the  yard.  I  sent  for  the  naval  constructor,  read  over  the  contract  with 
him,    1  thought  some  of  the  charges  were  extravagant.    ^I  could  not  tell  how  much  materia^ 
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in  the  jard,  and  I  called  his  attentioD  to  ODe  or  two  items.  He  said  that  they  might  be 
reduced,  bnt  he  would  require  tweoty-four  hours  to  consider  it.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four 
hours  he  came  back  to  my  office  and  brought  the  offered  contract  and  accompanied  it  with 
a  letter  that  he  could  not  '*  conscientiously  **  ask  Mr.  McKay  to  take  less. 

Q.  Who  was  the  constructor? — A.  Edward  Hartt.  **Well,"  I  said,  *'it  seems  t  ome  to 
be  an  extravagant  price,  but  the  time  is  limited.  The  things  must  be  moved  and  there  is 
nobody  else  offering,  and  I  will  have  to  accept  this  offer.''  We  then  called  up  McKay  and 
I  told  him  that  he  seemed  bound  to  tnake  a  fortune  out  of  the  yard  in  some  way  *f  that  I 
would  accept  his  bid  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  bureau,  that  he  might  commence 
at  once,  as  the  time  was  limited,  bnt  that  he  must  stop  if  the  bureau  said  no.  The  anxiety 
was  to  get  everything  removed  from  the  yard  as  soon  as  possible.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
bureau,  inclosing  Mr.  Hartt's  communication  and  stating  what  I  have  stated  here,  and 
asked  them  to  telegraph  me  next  morning.  I  had  hardly  dispatched  that  letter  when  I 
got  a  private  letter  from  Captain  Wells,  stating  that  a  gentleman  was  willing  to  remove 
eveiything  for  $10,000.  I  had  no  authority  to  accept  it.  I  sent  for  him,  but  in  order  to 
get  it  in  that  mail  I  sent  this  letter  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  asked  the  chief  con- 
structor to  telegraph  me  his  decision.  I  got  a  telegram  about  two  o'clock  the  next  day, 
ordering  me  to  make  a  contract  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Government.  I  sent  for  this  gen- 
tleman, Mr.  Rice,  and  made  a  contract  with  him  to  remove  everything  in  the  yara  for 
$10,000,  subject  also  to  the  approval  of  the  bureau.  I  then  wrote  to  McKay,  annulling  his 
contract,  and  informed  the  Department  what  I  had  done,  and  asked  them  to  telegraph  me  their 
decision  about  this.  McKay  refused  to  stop  work  when  ordered  by  Captain  Wells,  at  my 
direction  ;  said  his  contract  was  a  full  contract  and  that  I  had  no  right  to  stop  him.  Cap- 
tain Wells  then  enforced  his  obedience  by  an  extra  number  of  marine  sentries. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  at  work  7 — A.  Eight  or  ten  hours.  The  telegram  came  back 
that  if  Mr.  McKay  would  do  the  work  as  cheap  us  anybody  else  to  let  him  do  it.  I  then 
made  a  contract  with  Mr.  McKay  for  $10,000  in  the  general  words  of  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Rice.  As  Mr.  McKay  had  employed  some  men  to  remove  some  things,  I  ordered  a  board 
consisting  of  the  naval  constructor,  assistant  constructor,  and  the  captain  of  the  yard,  Cap- 
tain Wells,  to  examine  and  see  what  he  had  removed  under  his  first  contract,  in  order  that  he 
should  be  equitably  paid.  They  were  some  time  examining  and  reporting.  I  could  not  con- 
fine the  naval  constructor  to  the  time  I  had  limited  him  to,  but  he  wanted  to  go  back- 
ward and  forward.  The  constructor,  and  finally  the  assistant  constructor,  who  seemed  in- 
fluenced by  the  opinion  of  the  constructor,  coincided  with  him.  He  made  out  a  schedule 
ol  what  he  thought  McKay  ought  to  get,  which  amounted  to  $10,000  besides  the  other 
$10,000  he  was  to  get  if  he  had  the  whole  contract.  The  captain  made  a  minority  report,  in 
which  he  said  that  about  $1,900  would  cover  everything  Mr.  McKay  had  done.  I  think  Mr. 
Rice  would  have  removed  the  whole  in  the  first  instance  for  $10,000.  I  sent  all  the  papers 
to  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  settled.  I  approved  Mr.  Rice's 
bill  for  $10,000  on  the  last  contract.  I  suppose  that  was  paid.  I  do  not  know  whether  anv- 
thing  more  was  paid  or  not.  I  wrote  in  my  letter  that  I  thought  $2,000  would  be  amply 
•  sufficient.  I  am  of  the  opinion  a  good  deal  of  this  material  was  removed  before  either  of 
these  contracts  were  made,  and  removed  by  the  constructor's  force,  and  was  included  in 
McKav's  schedule.  He  claimed  that  he  began  a  day  before  the  contract.  Of  course  he  had 
no  right  to  begin  then,  before  he  was  autoorized  to  begin.  Daily  reports  came  in  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  employed  to  remove  the  material  before  the  day.  He 
would  not  stop  work  when  Mr.  Kice  received  the  contract,  and  the  force  of  sentries  was  in- 
creased by  three,  and  they  made  him  stop.  ' 

Q.  Were  you  removed  shortly  after  that  ? — A..  I  was  relieved  a  short  time  afterward. 
They  reduced  League  Island  to  a  captain's  command,  and  1  was  relieved.    The  Secretary 
assured  me  that  this  contract  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.    I  had  a  letter  from  him  on  the 
subject. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Hartt  being  under  orders  to  go  to  Boston? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  heard  that  he  was  ordered  there.     He  is  now  on  centennial  duty  at  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Were  you  instructed  to  make  any  advertisement  for  this  work  T — A.  Tne  first  notice 
I  had  about  the  matter  was  the  proposal  of  McKay,  which  I  received  from  the  bureau  here 
with  instructions  to  confer  with  the  naval  constructor,  and  if  he  though  it  expedient,  to  make 
a  contract  with  McKay.  The  yard  had  to  be  abandoned  so  soon  that  there  was  no  time. 
He  had  men  there,  and  I  had  to  close  the  contract  with  him  until  I  found  some  one  else. 
Some  time  afterward  1  received  a  paper  from  a  man  whom  I  had  never  seen,  who  said  that  he 
had  made  an  agreement  with  McKay  in  case  he  got  the  contract  to  remove  the  con* 
Btruction  material  for  $116,000,  to  give  him  ^8,000  for  it,  or  pro  rata  if  he  got  paid  any- 
thing less. 

Q.  What  are  the  relations  between  Mr.  McKay  and  Mr.  Hartt  ? — A.  I  should  say  they 
were  very  intimate.  I  believe  Mr.  Hartt  has  been  living  in  the  same  house  with  him,  and 
driving  in  his  carriage. 

Q.  In  the  proposals  of  these  men — either  one  of  them — was  there  any  thing  about  their  re- 
taining any  of  the  material  belonging  to  the  Government  ?->A.  No,  sir  ;  he  was  merely  to 
move  the  material.  We  were  to  do  the  towing,  and  he  to  supply  everylhmg  ^\s^  Vo \*\s.^  W.  Vi 
League  Island.     The  contract  that  was  made  with  Mr.  Rice  bad  a  \\ufc  «i^^^^  y«\i\Q)a.\ 
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underBtood  at  the  time  very  well,  **to  take  everything  placed  at  my  disposal."  I  had  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Constitution  would  not  be  tinisbed  by  the  first  of  January,  bnt  I 
didn't  think  it  a  matter  of  any  moment,  for  it  didn't  amount  to  anvthing  whether  he  re- 
moved her  blocking  or  not.  He  afterward  claimed  that  he  put  that  in  by  the  advice  of  Hon. 
Leonard  Myers.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  removed  it  or  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  contract  made  for  the  removal  of  any  other  portion  of  the  Government 
property  at  this  yard  7 — A.  There  were  several.  Mr.  McKay  had  a  contract  for  removing 
the  ordnance ;  he  also  had  a  contract  for  removing  steam-engineering.  Ric«  had  the  con- 
tract for  removal  and  pulling  down  of  buildings.  Mr.  McKay  had  a  contract  for  pulling 
down  and  re-erecting  two  ship-houses.    These  were  all  made  m  Washington. 

Q.  Were  they  made  without  any  advertisement  t — A.  I  .don't  know  of  any ;  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any. 

Q.  Your  advice  or  judgment  was  not  solicited  upon  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  only  to  obey 
orders. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  opinion  of  the  constructor  or  any  officer  of  the  yard  was 
taken  in  relation  to  the  other  contracts  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was.  There  was  some  cor- 
respondence about  the  contract  for  steam-eugineering,  but  I  do  not  recollect  the  nature  of  it. 
Theylcalled  for  estimates  from  different  bureaus  as  to  what  it  would  cost  for  the  Government 
force  to  remove  the  material ;  then  these  contracts  were  made.  I  think  the  ordnance  con- 
tract was  about  the  same  as  the  estimate  of  the  officer ;  I  do  not  know  whether  steam-en- 
gineering was  more  or  less.   The  equipment  moved  their  own  stores. 

Q.  From  what  you  have  seen  or  know  in  regard  to  it,  if  proposals  had  been  solicited  by 
regular  advertisement,  would  the  Government  nave  made  or  lost  ? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  my 
impression  in  regard  to  the  buildings  is  that  there  were  half  a  dozen  different  offers  for 
their  removal  and  re-erection,  and  I  think  Mr.  Rice's  wa^  the  lowest ;  that  was  all  done  here. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  equipment  moving  their  own  stores ;  was  that  done  more  economi- 
cally than  the  others  ? — A.  I  think  so ;  yards  and  docks  were  moved  economically ;  they 
had  plenty  of  time ;  the  others  were  moved  hurriedly,  and,  of  course,  it  was  more  expensive 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  time  was  it  first  understood  that  these  removals  had  to  be  made  ? — A.  I  think 
the  law  for  the  removal  was  passed  in  March,  but  nothing  was  done  then.  I  do  not  know 
when  the  advertisement  of  sale  was  made  ;  I  think  it  was  somewhere  In  October.  We  had 
been  for  a  year  or  two  moving  some  heavy  articles ;  we  were  very  much  hurried  at  last. 

Q.  When  was  the  yard  sold  7 — A.  The  2d  of  December ;  to  be  delivered  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary. 

Q.  Everything  had  to  be  removed  before  the  1st  of  January  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  did  not 
know  that  the  buildings  were  to  be  pulled  down  until  early  in  November. 

Q.  Did  you  commence  on  them  as  soon  as  you  knew  it  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  first  I  knew 
of  it  was  a  contract  made  with  Mr.  Rice  to  remove  everything  by  the  1  st  of  January,  and  I  - 
think  that  contract  was  made  in  November.     Of  course  we  had  to  commence  at  once  :  we 
were  moving  stores  out  of  the  yard,  and  he  was  not  able  to  complete  his  contract,  becanse 
we  were  not  able  to  give  up  the  building  until  the  stores  were  out. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Didn't  I  understand  you  to  say  to  Mr.  McKay  that  he  was  bound  to  get  rich  out  of  the 
Government  T — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Was  that  because  of  exorbitant  prices  he  received  by  contracts  made  here  1 — A.  Some 
of  the  contracts  he  didn't  more  than  clear  himself,  and  others  he  made  money  from.  He 
was  a  very  active,  energetic,  pushing  man,  getting  men  to  work  for  him  cheap,  and  he 
would  make  money  where,  perhaps,  the  Government  would  lose  in  doing  the  same  thing.  He 
made  a  contract  for  taking  down  ship-houses  and  re-erecting  them  at  League  Island,  for 
$32,000.  The  estimate  of  the  board  was  |34,000.  That  was  a  board  composed  of  con- 
structor and  civil  engineer. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hartt  on  this  board  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  had  been  away  for  some  time.  I  do 
x^ot  think  he  was  in  Philadelphia.  McKay  sublet  the  contract ;  there  was  no  penalty  at- 
tached to  the  non-performance  of  the  contract,  and  if  he  hadn't  finished  it  they  couldn't  get 
anything  from  him.  He  w^as  to  take  the  buildings  down,  and  put  them  up  in  the  same  form 
at  League  Island,  and  af^er  they  began  to  remove  them  they  concluded  that  one  of  the 
buildings  should  be  cut  off  three  stories  and  made  a  store-house.  That,  of  course,  gave 
him  a  great  deal  of  material  to  supplv  rotten  parts  of  the  buildings.  Then  there  were  some 
things  he  said  he  was  not  expected  to  replace — for  instance,  the  tin  rooting.  He  made 
another  contract,  to  put  on  the  tin  roof 

Q.  You  had  those  contracts,  had  you  ?-  A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  done  by  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction ;  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Whv  should  he  not  put  on  the  tinning  ? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  he  said  that  was  an  un- 
derstood thing,  that  he  was  not  to  do  it,  and  he  didn't  do  it. 
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By  Mr.  Bl'KLF.igh  : 

Q.  The  Bureau  of  Construction  took  charge  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  ihey  bad  more 
monej  to  pay  tor  the  work. 

Q.  That  was  really  encroaching  on  the  business  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Danford  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  manner  in  which  these  contracts  were  performed — for 
iostance,  the  removal  of  bricK  ? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Rice,  in  removing  brick  ana  material  from 
the  yard,  did  as  well  as  he  could,  with  the  time  allowed.  He  did  not  get  all  the  building^ 
down.  When  the  yard  was  sold  there  was  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  to  stop  pulling 
•down  any  more,  and  only  move  what  was  down ;  so  that  some  of  the  buildings  did  not  get 
fairly  pulled  down. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you,  then,  that  a  part  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  yard  passed 
to  the  purchaser  at  the  sale  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  that  was  not  loosened.  The  purchaser 
claimed  everything  that  was  not  loosened  from  the  soil.  We  pulled  up  the  sidewalks,  curb* 
«tonep,  and  stone  nagging,  and  sent  as  much  as  we  could  down  before  the  sale.  I  think 
when  the  sale  was  effected  there  was  one  row  of  buildings  a  story  high. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  injury  claimed  to  have  been  done  to  three  pieces  of  cannon  in 
their  removal  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any  complaint.  They  were  removed  in  a  great 
hurry  by  Mr.  McKay. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  any  claim  made  by  the  contractor  that  part  of  the  property  was  his  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
think  that  is  another  matter.  We  purchased  some  condemned  cannon  and  ordnance  at  auc- 
tion-sale, and  he  claimed  something  belonging  to  the  carriages,  some  brass  ornaments,-  which 
the  Ordnance  Office  said  didn't  go  with  it.   I  believe  the  bureau  decided  that  it  did. 

Q.  In  these  contracts  made  at  the  Navy  Department,  the  execution  ot  which  depended 
more  or  less  upon  you,  were  you  furnished  with  copies  ? — A.  Generally  ;  some  I  have  not.. 

Q.  And  those  are  kept  at  tue  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  book  in  which  they  are  kept  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  they  are  filed  with  letters  from 
the  different  bureaus. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  o  a  man  named  Philip  Stall,  foreman  of  the  blacksmiths 
in  the  yard,  or  of  any  ^charges  preferred  against  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
•charges  against  him.  He  is  the  blacksmith  man  now  ;  he  has  been  in  that  yard  off  and  on 
a  go^  many  years  ;  he  is  about  as  well  known  as  any  man  there. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  charges  were  preferred  against  him,  while  you  were  com- 
mandant of  the  yard,  for  employing  incompetent  men  and  rating  them  first  class  ? — A.  No, 
air. 

Q.  Who  was  you  predecessor  ? — A.  Commodore  MuUaney. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  a  question  of  a  general  character.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  error  or 
abuse  or  fraud  existing  in  the  management  of  the  Navy  Department  or  any  of  its  branches  ? 
— A.  I  do  not  know  ofany  firaud.  I  believe  there  are  a  gooa  many  errors,  as  in  every  depart- 
ment.   I  ^m  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Is  there  any  abuse  in  the  contract  system  as  at  present  conducted  ? — A.  I  have  had 
but  very  little  to  do  with  the  contract  system.    I  do  not  know  how  contracts  are  made. 

Q.  Yon  spoke  of  private  notes  being  written  to  the  constructors  from  the  Department  to 
make  contractsi — A.  That  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  contract.  That  was  the  only  case  I 
knew  of.    That  letter,  I  believe,  was  from  Mr.  Hartt,  who  was  then  in  Washington. 

Q.  I  include,  also,  contracts  or  agreements  made  in  open  purchases. — A.  That  is  all  done 
by  the  paymaster ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  suppose  when  he  got  a  requisition 
approved  by  me  he  would  send -out  to  the  parties  who  deal  in  the  article  and  get  their  bids 
and  accept  the  lowest  bid  ;  and  then  the  order  would  come  to  go  to  such  and  such  a  place 
and  purchase  the  article. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  lot  of  knees  being  delivered  that  came  from  Savage, 
here? — A.  No, sir;  there  were  some  knees  delivered,  and  the  bills  came  up  from  the  con- 
structor and  I  approved  them ;  I  do  not  remember  the  names  ofany  of  the  contractors. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  :  '  ^ 

Q.  Who  inspected  them  ? — A.  The  regularly-appointed  timber-inspector. 

Q.  Doe&not  all  this  timber  come  under  the  immediate  eye  and  supervision  of  the  con- 
structor?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  better  man  to  know  about  the  value  of  timber  than  somebody  outside,  some 
one  appointed  from  civil  life  ? — A.  I  should  think  he  ought  to  be.  I  suppose  they  think 
he  has  enough  to  do. 

Q.  Would  the  inspector  pass  timber  that  the  constructor  would  reject? — A.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve he  would. 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  that  the  constructor  knows  what  the  inspector  is  receiving  at  all 
times? — A.  1  suppose  so.  I  suppose  they  consult  together,  and  the  opinion  of  Qu«  v%  «i^ 
eepted  by  the  other. 
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Q.  And  the  constructor  has  the  controlling  opinion? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  the  inspector  is  merely  a  man  between  the  constructor  and  the  contractor  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  jour  knowledge  of  inspectors,  are  they  generally  pretty  good  livers  and  make 
moneypretty  fast  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.    I  would  not  know  the  one  in  Philadelnhia  by  sight. 

Q.  He  did  not  come  into  the  yard  often  enough  for  you  to  know  him  f — A.  He  might  akve 
come  there  every  day  and  I  would  not  know  him.  The  duties  of  a  commandant  are  such  as 
to  keep  him  at  bis  desk  all  the  time. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  the  duties  of  inspectors  are  nominal ;  that  the  men  employed  by 
the  Government  as  foremen  or  constructors  are  really  the  men  that  do  the  work  f — A.  The 
inspector  of  timber  consults  the  constructor.     There  is  no  inspector  of  iron. 

Q.  Have  you  not  an  inspector  of  copper  and  all  sorts  of  things?— A.  No  particular  in- 
spector. They  call  in  experts  to  examine  the  quality  of  the  things.  I  don't  recollect  any 
inspector  ot  iron. 

Q.  Don't  you  have  a  receiver  and  inspector  ?— A.  There  is  one  of  that  title  in  each  de- 
partment, now  you  mention  it.  We  always  called  him  receiver.  I  think  myself  that  the 
beads  of  departments  would  be  better  judges  of  what  the  articles  were. 

Q.  And  tnis  inspector  and  receiver  is  a  sort  of  a  useless  appendage  to  the  yard,  in  vour 
opinion  ? — A.  He  acts  as  store-kef^per ;  takes  charge  of  goods  and  delivers  them  out.  I  tnink 
perhaps  the  bureau  of  constrtiction  is  more  extravagantly  administered  than  any.  They 
nave  to  keep  a  large  number  of  men.  I  spoke  to  the  constructor  one  day  and  told  him  that 
he  was  expending  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  a  month  and  was  doing  very  little  work.  He 
said  that  it  cost  a  good  deal  to  keep  up  the  organization.  He  bad  more  writers  and  clerks 
than  all  the  rest  in  the  yard  put  together.     They  were  afraid  to  turn  them  off. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  inspects  the  goods  purchased  by  the  paymaster  on  the  open-pnrcbase  system? — 
A.  They  are  inspected  in  the  yard  by  the  officer  \vho  has  charge  of  that  branch  of  the  service. 

Q.  And  no  board  or  other  party  connected  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir.  He  judges  whether  the 
articles  are  correct  or  not. 

Q.  What  would  you  think  of  separating  the  party  who  msdces  the  requisition  from  the 
party  who  inspects ;  ought  it  not  be  a  different  party  to  inspect  ? — A.  No.  I  should  think 
that  the  man  who  made  the  requisition  had  a  better  knowledge  of  what  he  wants  than  any 
one  else.     If  they  sent  in  something  that  be  does  not  want,  he  knows  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instance  where  provisions  have  been  bought  in  large  quantities  and 
pronounced  unfit  or  unworthy  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  purchases  made  at  the  time  of  the  Virginius  affair? — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  was  then  at  the  recruiting  rendezvous. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  of  any  instance  of  repairs  made  on  vessels,  amounting  to  more  than 
$3,000,  wherein  there  was  a  failure  to  have  an  examination  made  as  to  the  probable  cost  of 
the  repairs  ? — A.  Nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  survey  or  recommendation  made  to  expend  so  much  money  upon 
a  vessel  ? — A.  Whenever  a  vessel  comes  home  they  order  a  survey  to  be  made  of  her,  and 
estimate  what  it  will  cost  to  repair  her,  and  she  may  then  lay  up  in  ordinary  and  be  repaired 
at  some  future  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  have  you  to  say  as  to  the  wisdom  and  policy  pursued  by  the  Navy  Department 
in  building  under  old  names  new  vessels  f — A.  I  think  that  is  a  misappropriation  of  money. 
It  may  be  a  very  good  thing,  but  I  think  it  is  an  evasion  of  the  law.  I  hav«  no  doubt  that 
the  Navy  has  been  improved  by  rebuilding  these  vessels.  We  got  a  much  better  vessel  than 
the  one  that  was  replaced,  but  it  is  expending  as  much  money  or  more  money  than  Congress 
authorized  for  the  eight  sloops  of  war,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  was  intended. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Take,  for  example,  the  Vandalia. — A  She  is  a  good  ship  now  ;  she  was  not  worth  any- 
thing before  ;  she  was  a  sailing-ship,  and  was  taken  into  the  Boston  dry-dock,  cut  to  pieces, 
and  another  one  built  of  twice  her  tonnage.   . 

Q.  You  do  not  suppose  that  there  was  any  piece  of  timber  in  the  new  Vandalia  that  there 
was  in  the  old  ? — A.  I  am  pretty  sure  there  was  not.  Thev  are  building  s'ome.  new  iron- 
clads over  in  the  same  way ;  the  Secretary  mentions  it  in  his  report.  Tney  formerly  had 
wooden  hulls;  now  they  are  putting  in  iron  hulls. 

By  Mr.  Danford  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  or  any  other  navy-y^, 
in  which  you  had  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  a  collusion  between  the  officers  whose 
duty  it  was  to  inspect  and  receive  materials  for  the  Government — timber  or  anything  else — 
and  the  contractor,  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  Government  by  imposing  infenor  ma- 
terial upon  the  Government? — A.  No,8\r  *,  I  do  not  know  that.  I  have  no  substantial  rea- 
BODB  for  such  suspicions. 
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« 

Q.  Have  7011  any  facts  in  relation  to  it? — A.  No,  sir;  no  facts.  As  to  these  contracts  with 
Mr.  McKay  and  Mr.  Hartt,  regarding  the  removal  of  timber,  I  thought  Mr.  Hartt*8  letters  to 
me,  as  I  told  him,  seemed  to  be  more  in  the  interest  of  the  contractor  than  of  the  Government. 

Q.  That  was  not  where  material  was  received. — A.  No, sir;  I  do  not  know  anything 
aboat  that.   I  would  not  be  likely  to  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  What  was  there  in  the  contract  with  McKay  tnat  struck  yon  as  being  suspicious? — A. 
This  looked  suspicious :  Mr.  Hartt  said  that  he  could  not  conscientiously  recommend  that 
the  contractor  be  offered  less  than  820,000,  when  another  man  was  willing  to  do  it  for  $10,000. 
That  was  suspicious.  And  then  his  backing  up  McKay  in  trying  to  get  his  first  contract  con- 
tinued, and  then  his  writing  me  that  if  McKay  had  moved  one  timber-plank  be  was  entitled 
to  the  whole  sum  under  that  item.  I  sent  that  letter  to  the  bureau,  and  wrote  him  that  he 
was  more  interested  for  the  contractor  than  for  the  Government,  and  he  wrote  me  back  that 
be  would  not  answer  that  part  of  the  letter ;  that  it  was  disrespectful  to  him. 

Q.  Where  is  Hartt  now  ? — A.  He  is  on  centennial  duty.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Boston 
yard.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Hanscom  did  not  want  him  there.  I  have  been  associated  on  three 
or  four  yards  with  Mr.  Hartt,  and  I  think  he  is  very  extravagant  in  his  expenditures  in  all 
the  yards.  He  was  at  the  Boston  vard  when  I  was  there,  and  he  was  at  California  when  I 
commanded  a  ship  out  there,  and  then  I  have  been  associated  with  him  at  Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  many  ships  would  those  500  knees  that  you  spoke  of  build  7 — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Two,  would  they  not  ?— A.  Perhaps  so. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  4,  1876. 
Continuation  of  the  testimony  of  Commodore  George  H.  Preble. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  referred  the  other  day  to  a  copy  of  an  agreement  between  Mr.  McKay  and 
another  gentleman  in  relation  to  some  bids  for  the  removal  of  property.  Have  you  that 
copy  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  copy  of  it. 

Q.  Will  you  please  read  it  f 

The  witness  read  as  follows : 

"  Philadelphia,  November  4,  J  875. 

**  By  this  agreement,  hereby  entered  into  between  Nathaniel  McKay,  of  New  York,  and  John 
W.  Lynn,  of  Philadelphia,  it  i^  mutually  understood  and  agreed  that,  in  the  event  of  said  Na- 
thaniel McKay  receiving  the  contract  for  the  removal  of  all  and  everything  belonging  to 
the  construction  department  from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  League  Island,  for  the  sum 
of  |1 16,000,  he,  said  Nathaniel  McKay,  is  to  pay  to  said  John  W.  Lynn  the  sum  of  $8,000 
in  cash.  In  case  the  said  McKay  should  receive  a  sum  less  than  $116,000,  then  he  is  to  pay 
said  John  W.  Lynn  a  less  amount  pro  rata,  cent,  per  cent.,  payment  to  be  made  within  sixty 
davs 

**NATHL.  McKAY." 

Q.  At  what  time  and  under  what  circumstances  did  you  receive  notice  of  that  copy  T — 
A.  It  was  after  mv  detachment  from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  some  time  in  Januarv, 
that  I  received  that  copy.  It  was  handed  to  me  by  a  gentleman  who,  I  suppose,  would 
not  care  to  have  his  name  mentioned.  That  gentleman  received  it  from  Mr.  Lynn  him- 
self.    That  was  the  original,  signed  by  Nathaniel  McKav. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Lvnn  made  any  demand  of  you  during  the  progress  of  completing  the  con- 
tract by  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  him  before,  and  I  have  never  seen  or 
heard  of  him  since.  I  d<»not  know  anything  about  him.  I  think  he  is  a  builder  in  Phila- 
delphia, but  I  do  not  know.  As  soon  as  I  was  authorized  I  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  As  I  was  not  on  dutv  I  sent  an  unofficial  note,  and  I  received  a  reply 
from  the  Secretarv  afterward,  in  which  ne  said  that  it  was  evident  that  Mr.  McKay  was  a 
man  that  it  woula  be  well  to  look  out  for,  and  that  the  Department  would  be  careful  to 
look  out  for  him.  • 

Q.  Do  YOU  know  anything  of  the  purchase  of  a  tug  or  launch — a  fancy  vessel  called  the 
Sea- Weed  ? — A.  I  recollect  thd  purchase  of  such  a  vessel. 

Q.  State  the  time  and  the  amount  paid  for  her,  according  to  your  recollection. — A.  I  do 
not  recollect  the  time.    It  was  over  a  year  ago.    It  is  my  impression  that  it  was  in  the  fall, 
though  I  do  not  recollect.    I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Hanscom  directing  me  to  receive 
this  vessel,  and  $8,500  was  to  be  paid  for  her.    The  bills  were  made  out  at  that  price,  and,  I 
think,  were  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  bureau,  and  I  suppose  were  paid. 

Q.  Y»u  were  directed  by  Mr.  Hanscom  to  receive  her  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  wrote  me  a  note 
from  the  Continental  Hotel,  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  time,  to  receive  this  vessel  when  &\i^  ^"^ 
peared  at  the  yard,  and,  I  think,  either  then  or  subsequently,  he  gave  me  ox^exft  \Xi%X^ft^«o^ 
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bought  for  construction  purposes  and  for  towsfi^,  and  was  to  be  ran  at  the  expense  of  the 
bureau — virtually  placinf^  her  under  charge  entirely  of  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  From  whom  was  she  bouj^ht  T — A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  name  of  the  owners.  Some- 
body had  been  using  her  down  iu  the  Dismal  Swamp,  where  she  had  been  u^ed  as  a  sort  of 
bouse  for  logj^ng  purposes  or  something  oC  the  sort. 

Q.  State  i^at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  that  vessel,  there  was  any  public  use  or  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  vessel. — A.  I  consider  that  there  was  not.  I  did  not  consider  that  she 
was  adapted  to  the  performance  ot  towing,  which  was  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  par- 
chased. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  rent  of  a  steam  ferry-boat  ? — A.  I  think  some  time  in 
November  the  steam  ferry-boat  Burlington  was  chartered. 

Q.  At  what  rate  f — A.  At  $1,000  per  month,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  construction  ma- 
terial to  League  Island.  The  charter-party  that  was  signed,  if  I  recollect  right,  was  that 
she  was  chartered  with  the  agreement  that  any  amount  paid  in  monthly  payments  for  her 
use  would  be  deducted  from  the  allowance  for  the  value  at  which  she  was  to  be  purchased, 
if  purchased. 

Q<  State  whether  at  the  time  of  hiring  this  ferry-boat  the  Government  was  without  means 

'  «nd  appliances  for  the  removal  of  property  from  the  navjp-yard  to  League  Island  ? — A. 

They  nad  not  sufficient  means.     They  had  to  hire  a  (rreat  many  scows,  lighters,  and  various 

things  in  order  to  remove  material ;  they  had  to  be  hired  either  by  the  Government  or  one 

of  the  contractors  at  that  time. 

Q.  Was  there  any  necessity  for  the  hiring  of  such  a  vessel  and  at  such  a  price  ? — A.  I 
have  not  any  idea  of  what  the  value  of  the  charter-party  of  a  vessel  of  that  kind  is.  She 
was  a  large,  roomy  vessel,  and  would  carry  a  great  oeal  of  material.  Whether  she  was  the 
cheapest  and  best  at  that  time  that  they  could  use,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  not  the  Government  supplied  with  tugs  and  launches  ? — A.  Not  for  the  purpose 
of  carr3ring  material.  The  tugs  were  large  enough  to  tow  other  vessels.  They  rafted  a 
great  deal  of  material  down  in  that  way. 

Q.  Could  it  not  have  been  done  in  that  way  by  the  use  of  the  Government  tugs  towing  T 
— A.  They  would  have  had  to  hire  some  vessels.  They  hired  her  the  same  as  any  ot&r 
Tessel.    She  was  used  in  that  way  for  November  and  December. 

Q.  What  use  was  there  for  her  in  the  months  of  Januarv  and  February  ? — A.  The  de- 
livery was  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  I  left  the  yard  on  the  lUth  of  January.  I  should 
suppose  that  when  the  yard  was  turned  over  and  she  went  down  to  League  Island, 
there  was  no  further  use  u>r  her.  I  do  not  know  whether  she  is  employed  now  or  not.  The 
gentleman  at  the  yard  now  can  tell  better  than  I  can. 

Q.  If  she  was  employed  during  those  months  would  you  not  say  it  was  an  unoeceftsary 
expense  to  the  Government  ?— A.  It  strikes  me  so,  but  I  am  not  there  now.  I  was  not  at 
the  yard  during  February,  and  was  not  at  Philadelphia  during  that  mouth.  I  left  the  yard 
the  J  0th  of  January,  and  I  do  not  know,  what  use  they  put  her  to  after  I  left.  ITp  to  that 
iime  there  had  been  some  work  for  her. 

Q.  I  ask  your  judgment  and  opinion  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  the  sale  and  removal 
of  the  property  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard.  In  other  words,  ought  it  not  to  have  been 
commenced  earlier  or  deferred  later,  so  as  to  have  promoted  the  interests  of  the  Government 
in  the  removal  of  the  property,  considered  in  \i%  economical  aspects  and  every  other  f — A.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  more  economical  and  better  to  have  given  a  general  order  for  the 
removal  earlier  in  the  year,  and  to  have  continued  it  during  the  year,  certainly,  and  perhaps 
longer.  I  think  it  would  have  been  more  economical  and  better  than  to  have  removed  it  in 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  as  everything  was  too  much  hurried  and  there  was  too 
much  confusion. 

Q.  Owing  to  the  short  time  allowed  in  which  to  execute  the  orders  for  the  property  re- 
quired to  be  removed,  did  not  serious  lovss  occur  to  the  Government  ? — A.  I  soould  think 
there  was  more  or  less  loss  arising  from  the  destruction  of  property  in  the  hurry  of  removal 
and  delivering  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  some  of  the  property  which  belonged  to  the  Gfbvernment,  such  as  ord- 
nance used  as  gate-posts  and  corner-posts,  was  not  claimed  by  the  purchaier  ? — A.  The 
Ordnance  Bureau  removed  all  their  material  by  contract.  It  was  removed  very  hastily,  but 
I  think  nothing  was  damaged.  I  think  that  the  ordnance  was  not  damaged  by  the  removal; 
80  I  have  been  told.  The  old  cannon  used  as  posts,  that  were  left  in  the  yard  and  were  not 
'  taken  up,  I  think  belonged  to  the  Bureau  of  Docks  and  Yards,  and  not  to  the  Ordnance. 
Thev  had  been  purchased  for  posts  and  fastenings :  and  when  the  yard  was  sold  some 
of  those  posts  remaining  in  the  yard  were  sold  to  Mr.  McKay.  It  was  ascertained  that 
it  would  cost  more  to  the  Government  to  take  them  up  than  to  leave  them  where  they  were, 
and  so  thev  were  sold  when  the  yard  was  sold.  They  had  to  stop  the  work  ;  and 
everything  tnat  was  fixed  in  the  ground,  whether  an  anchor  or  cannon,  or  no  matter  what 
it  was,  was  considered  as  real  estate,  I  think,  under  the  advice  of  the  lawyers.  They  con- 
aulted  with  the  lawyers,  and  under  their  advice  these  things  were  allowed  to  remain.  The 
sheers  were  considered  as  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  yard,  and  it  was  decided  that  they 
muRt  remain. 

Q,  The  purchaser  of  the  navy -yard  «it  \.\ift  Ba\e,V\i^^>  claimed  all  that  which  was  attached 
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to  the  freehold  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  everything  that  was  attached  at  the  date  of  the  sale.  The 
'  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  telegraph  was  positive  to  cease  all  work  on  build- 
ings or  anything  that  had  not  been  torn  down.  Every  brick  that  was  standing  in  its  place 
must  remain  so  from  the  time  of  the  sale.  Then  the  work  of  clearing  away  the  movable 
material  went  on  until  the  yard  was  delivered.  I  think  the  sale  was  the  2d  of  December, 
and  the  delivery  was  the  1st  or  2d  of  January,  thirty  days  after. 

Q.  The  sale  took  place  on  the  2d  of  December  ? — A.  Yes,  -sir ;  and  I  think  the  delivery 
was  to  have  been  thirty  davs  after  that,  but  was  not,  in  fact,  until  about  the  5th  of  January. 

Q.  Was  there  any  considerable  amount  of  property  in  value  that  remained  attached  to  the 
freehold? — A.  There  was  a  pdHiou  of  several  of  the  luildings,  and  the  marine  barracks 
were  not  pulled  down,  and  of  course  the  wall  surrounding  the  yard. 

Q.  Under  the  construction  of  the  law  as  then  given,  all  that  passed  to  the  purchaser  ? — 
A.  Passed  to  tke  purchaser ;  and  some  of  the  wooden  stables  and  out-buildings  and  things 
of  that  kind. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  sale  what  was  the  announcement— that  the  Government  would  re- 
move the  buildings  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  was  not  there.  All  I  know  is  the  terms  of  the 
sale,  and  those  I  nave  forgotten. 

By  Mr.  Danford  : 

Q.  Who  is  this  Mr.  Lynn  t — A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  saw  him.  I  think  he  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Philadelphia.  His  house  was  pointed  out  to  me  once  as  I  was  riding  by  in  a  car- 
riaj^,  and  I  was  told  that  he  was  a  builder. 

Q.  Was  he  couuected  in  any  way,  «o  far  as  you  know,  with  the  Navy  Deoartment  ? — A. 
I  think  not.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who  wanted  to  get  a  contract,  and  Mr.  McKay  took 
that  means  of  buying  him  out,  but  would  not  come  up  to  his  agreement. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  influence  he  had  with  the  Naval  Department  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
have  not  the  slightest  knowledge. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  in  Philadelphia  1^-A.  Only  the  time  I  was  there  on  duty. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Lynn  a  prominent  man  there  t — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  him  as  connected  with  either  of  the  political  parties  there  in  any 
wayf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay  get  the  contract  that  is  spoken  of  in  that  letter  in  regard  to  the  re- 
moval of  property  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  got  various  contracts.  I  think  about  the  time  that 
paper  was  signed  the  Bureau  of  Construction  asked  what  it  would  cost  to  remove  all  the 
stores,  and  the  constructor  answered,  I  think,  $135,000,  and  that  it  would  take  four  months. 
I  wrote  that  I  thought  it  would  take  longer,  with  the  force  employed,  and  would  probably 
cost  less.    I  think  that  was  my  remark. 

Q.  Your  letter  is  on  filef — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  the  probability  is  that  Mr.  McKay,  as  he  was 
always  about  getting  news,  got  wind  of  this  chance  of  making  a  contract,  and  thought  if  he 
were  to  make  an  offer  he  would  probablv  get  it,  if  these  men  did  not  offer  lower.  That  is 
only  supposition  on  my  part.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  the  Department  had  anything 
to  do  witn  the  offer. 

Q.  Your  idea  is  that  Mr.  McKay  was  buying  Lynn  off  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  his  plan ; 
be  is  that  style  of  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  his  contracts  aggregated  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  you. 
All  his  contracts  together,  perhaps,  amounted  to  $60,000  or  $90,000,  but  they  were  not  al- 
ways construction  contracts. 

Q.  You  testified  about  those  ? — A.  I  think  so.  I  do  not  recollect  now  what  it  was,  but 
his  contracts  were  not  always  construction. 

Q.  This  little  boat,  the  Sea- Weed,  that  was  bought  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  at 
$8,500,  when  was  that  purchased,  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  navy-yard  from  Phil- 
adelphia to  League  Island  7 — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  already  said  that  I  think  it  was  more 
than  a  year  ago.  I  suppose  the  letters  are  on  file  with  regard  to  it.  I  had  a  note  from  Mr. 
Hanscom  to  receive  her,  and  afterward  the  bills  for  her  were  approved. . 

Q.  Mr.  Hanscom*s  note  was  dated  &t  the  Continental  Hotel,  in  Poiladelphia  f — A.  That  is 
my  impression  ;  and  afterward  there  was  some  official  correspondence  ;  what  time  that  was 
I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  day  of  the  sale  of  the  navy-yard,  tele- 
graphed that  all  work  in  detaching  fixtures  from  the  freehold  was  to  be  stopped? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  that  everything  attached  to  the  freehold  should  remain  intact. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  when  that  telegram  was  received  at  the  yard  with  reference  to  the  sale 
of  the  property,  whether  before  or  after  the  sale  f — A.  O,  it  was  immediately  after  the  auc- 
tion-safe. I  had  heard  of  the  sale,  and  the  price  paid,  before  I  got  his  telegram.  I  think  I 
got  the  telegram  that  night,  or  the  next  day. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  announcement  was  made  in  the  yard  at  the  time  it  was  sold, 
in  relation  to  the  material  in  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  the  sale  took  place  at  some  auctioneer's  office 
in  the  city. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  that  auctioneer? — A.  Thomas,  I  think. 

Q.  What  was  his  Brat  name  f—A.  I  do  not  know  ;  he  was  one  of  tVie  p7\tic\p%\  «bMa\Aft\i<fe«». 
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I  may  be  mistaken  about  bis  name  being  Tbomas.  Tbe  remark  was  that  they  bad  employed 
a  (ifood  man.  I  think  be  was  one  of  tbe  principal  auctioneers  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  Dot 
the  auctioneer  who  usually  made  tbe  sales  of  small  articles  at  tbe  yard. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  sale  made  at  the  rhiladelphia  navy>yard  there  was  a  depressioD  in 
real  estate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  there  notf — A.  I  think  that  was  generally 
acknowledged  all  over  the  country  at  that  time,  not  only  there,  but  everywhere,  and  not 
only  at  that  time,  but  at  this  time. 


Philadelphia,  April '-?!,  1876. 
George  H.  Preble  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  heretofore  called  my  attention  to  tbe  fact  that  in  mentioning  the  num- 
ber of  men  taken  on  in  the  year  1875,  the  reporter  had  inserted  Id74  ? — Answer,  i  have. 

Q.  Repeating  that  question  as  to  tbe  number  ot  men  taken  on  in  1874,  what  would  be 
your  answer  now  as  to  whether  there  was  a  large  or  unnecessary  number  taken  on,  and  for 
what  purpose  they  were  taken  on  ? — A.  There  was  a  large  number  taken  on  about  that  time, 

£rincipally  in  the  construction  department ;  they  were  employed  mostly  in  breaking  up  tbe 
febraska. 

Q.  That  was  during  the  months  just  previous  to  tbe  election  of  1874  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
anything  about  the  elections,  but  it  was  about  that  time.  I  think  it  was  just  before  the 
election  took  place.  There  were  a  great  many  men  employed  in  tbe  construction  jclepartment, 
principally  by  orders  from  tbe  Secretary  or  from  tbe  bureau  ;  lists  of  names  were  sent  on. 

Q.  State  if  you  were  ever  requested  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Stratton,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  to  take  on  a 
lot  of  men,  he  stating  that  it  was  done  by  tbe  request  or  instruction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. — A.  I  thiuk  he  did  make  some  application  to  me. 

Q.  Was  that  done  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  think  Judge  Stratton  brought  me  a  list  of 
names  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ordering  me  to  take  them  on  ;  that  list 
was  sent  down  to  tbe  constructor  with  orders  to  take  tbe  men  on :  afterward  he  wanted 
other  men  employed,  when  I  said  that  I  could  not  take  them  without  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  or  of  the  bureau. 

Q.  Did  he  obtain  that  authority  ? — A.  That  I  don't  remember  ;  possibly  he  did.  These 
were  principally  single  cases,  or  the  cases  of  two  or  three  men.     He  had  no  large  lists. 

Q.  After  getting  these  lists  of  men  from  the  head  of  the  bureau  or  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  state  whether  they  were  rated  in  the  order  that  you  received  them  from  the  De- 
partment.— A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  order  sent  down  to  tbe  constructor  was  that  they  should  be 
rated  ;  they  were  rated  as  shipwrights  and  borers. 

Q.  Nothing  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commander  of  the  yard,  or  to  the  constructors, 
in  such  order  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing.  I  think  there  were  some  men  who  were  found  incompe- 
tent as  shipwrights.  I  gave  directions  that  their  rates  should  be  changed.  I  have  that  impres- 
sion, but  it  was,  however,  to  no  great  extent.  There  was  one  quite  long  list  furnished  by 
Mr.  Stratton.  I  think  tbere  were  fifty  names  on  that  list.  Some  of  those  men  were  em- 
ployed on  the  Antietam  and  some  on  the  Constitution,  and  perhaps  a  few  on  the  Quinne- 
baug;  the  majority^  I  thiuk,  however,  were  at  work  cutting  up  the  Nebraska. 


Philadelphia,  Jprif  21, 1876. 


George  H.  Preble  recalled  and  examined. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  designation  of  a  gentleman  named  R.  F.  Stockton  te  duty 
in  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  be  ? — A.  He  was  tbe  son  of  Senator  Stockton. 

Q.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  f— A.  He  was  appointed  by  Commodore  Howell,  when 
commandant  at  League  Island,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  What  duty  did  he  perform  ? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  What  was  he  assigned  to  ? — A.  He  was  nominally  the  first  clerk  of  the  commandant 
at  League  Island. 

Q.  Was  he  continued  in  that  position  under  you? — A.  He  was  continued  until  I  finally 
wrote  a  private  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  then  I  got  him  removed. 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  do  you,  whether  be  was  then  ordered  to  duty  at  any  other  place  f — 
A.  I  do  not  know  personally.  I  have  beard  rumors,  but  I  cannot  say.  I  have  heard  that 
be  18  employed  iu  the  Treasury  Depv^Tlment  &&  a  special  agent. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  that  attention  was  frequently  called  to  the  fact  that  purchases  ex- 
ceeded ihe  estimates  which  were  submitted  on  the  part  of  the  civil  engineer,  Mr  Prindle,  and 
afterwards  by  Mr.  Stratton  f — A.  I  recollect  in  several  cases  that  purchases  exceeded  the 
estimates,  and,  I  think,  sometimes  I  called  attention  to  it,  and  sometimes  the  chief  of  the 
burean  called  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Were  they  so  frequent  as  to  be  marked  ? — A.  Not  particularly,  that  I  know  of.  WTien- 
ever  they  occurred  I  called  attention  to  them ;  that  is,  whenever  there  was  any  gre&t  dis- 
crepancy. I  do  not  think  I  called  attention  more  than  a  half-dozen  times  to  them,  although 
I  do  not  recollect  exactly  now.  I  called  for  an  explanation  from  the  parties  making  the  esti- 
mates and  forwarded  to  Washington  whatever  was  the  result.  I  will  say  this  :  in  passing 
some  bills  I  did  not  notice  that  they  exceeded  the  estimates.  I  then  gave  an  order  to  one 
of  my  clerks  always  to  put  on  the  bill  in  pencil  the  estimate,  so  that  I  might  compare  it  with 
the  bill  where  there  was  any  discrepancy.  Where  it  was  the  same  he  was  not  to  mark  it. 
Whenever  there  was  anv  serious  discrepancy  I  immediately  called  the  attention  of  the  bureau 
to  it  in  forwarding  the  bills,  either  withholding  my  approval  or  approving  it  under  explana- 
tion. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  purchase  by  Mr.  John  Noblitt  of  a  lot  of  scrap- 
iron  from  the  yard  f — A.  There  were  many  of  those  purchases.  I  do  not  recollect  the  name 
particularly,  but  could  refresh  my  memory  from  the  letter-book  in  that  respect. 

Q.  Id  the  transaction  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  attention,  Mr.  John  Noblitt,  it  appears, 
obtained  from  the  yard  a  lot  of  scrap-iron,  and  did  so  under  an  order  from  the  head  of 
the  bureau. — A.  If  it  was  sold  in  any  way  it  was  sold  under  the  order  of  the  chief  of  the 
bureau.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  iron  delivered  at  different  times  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
to  Mr.  Noblitt  or  Mr.  Roach,  or  to  Seyfert  &  McManus,  although  I  think  it  was  delivered  to 
all  three. 

Q.  In  the  case  to  which  your  attention  is  directed  I  desire  particularly  to  call  vour  recol- 
lection to  the  mode  of  payment  made  by  Mr.  Noblitt.  In  other  words,  was  not  tne  iron  ex- 
changed for  brushes  and  miscellaneous  stores  7 — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect  that.  I  think  all  the 
iron  that  was  sold  was  exchanged  for  other  iron ;  I  may  be  mistaken,  however. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection,  then,  of  that  transaction? — A.  No,  sir.  In  one  instance 
there  was  an  order  to  deliver  ir*n  and  there  was  an  order  to  receive  one  pound  for  three  deliv- 
wed,  but  I  do  not  recollect  who  that  order  was  to,  nor  do  I  recollect  what  it  was. 

Q.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  the  following  letter,  dated  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair,  September  8,  1874  : 

*•  Sir  :  Please  allow  Mr.  William to  deliver  at  the  yard  under  your  command  white- 
oak  plank  yet  due  under  his  contract  of  August  19,  1872,  at  $44  per  thousand  feet,  subject 
to  inspection  and  conditions  specified  in  schedule,  and  have  open-purchase  bills  made  out, 
payable  out  of  the  appropriation  for  construction  and  repairs  1874-75. 

**  ISAIAH  HANSCOM." 

A.  I  recollect  seeing  the  letter ;  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  transaction.  It  probably 
was  carried  out.  That  letter  was  sent  down  to  the  constructor  to  execute  the  order,  and  he 
acknowledged  its  receipt.  ^ 

Q.  Aitd  bills  were  made  out  accordingly  f — A.  Undoubtedly. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  orders,  by  direction  of  the  Department  or  the  head 
of  the  bnreau,  to  destroy  or  give  up  bills  for  purchases  made  in  a  past  fiscal  year,  new  bills 
being  made  out  so  as  to  draw  the  appropriation  from  the  current  year  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have 
no  recollection  of  anything  of  the  kind.  I  do  not  recpUect  having  been  ordered  to  destroy 
any  bills. 

Q.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  now  to  the  following  letter,  and  then  desire  you  to  state 
what  directions  were  given  about  the  matter  : 

*•  Navy  Department, 
**  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

''AprU  22,  1874. 

'*SiR:  The  pay-roll  of  the  month  of  May  must  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $5,000,  to  be 
charged  to  appropriation  construction  of  eight  steam  vessels  of  war. 
•*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

**  L  HANSCOM, 
''Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  To  Commodore  Mullany,  U.  S.  N.  , 

*'  Commanding  JSavy- Yard ^  Philadelphia. 

"  FuU  copy  taken,  April  23,  1874. 

*' JOSEPH  FE ASTER, 
*'  Foreman  of  Shipwrights f  performing  duties  of  Assistant  Naval  Constructor.^^ 

A.  That  was  before  I  took  command.     I  know  nothing  about  that.    I  took  command  in 
June,  1874. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  anj  other  directioDS  from  the  head  of  the  Depaxtmeiil,  ox  \i\ift\i»^  ^1 
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one  of  its  bureaus,  as  to  similar  orders  to  those  T — A.  I  do  not  recollect  any.  There  may 
have  been  orders.  If  an  order  of  that  kind  had  come  to  me,  I  should  have  read  it,  and 
sent  it  down  to  be  copied,  and  the  paymaster  would  have  been  instructed  accordingly,  I 
presume. 

Q.  The  letter  which  I  have  just  read  vou  is  from  the  official  records  of  jour  office,  is  it 
not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  U  the  letter  which  I  will  now  read  you  is  from  the  same  official  record:' 

*•  Navy  Department, 
**  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

''JprU  15,  1874. 

*'  Sir  :  The  appropriation,  *  construction  and  repair,  1873-*74,*  being  exhausted,  jou  will 
please  approve  no  more  bills  for  payment  under  it. 
"  V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  I.  HANSCOM, 
'*Chuf  of  Bureau. 
"  To  Commodore  Mullany,  U.  S.  N.  , 

*'  Commanding  Nav}f-  Yard,  Philadelphia,  " 

A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  Commodore  Mullany  was  in  charge  at  the  time. 
That  letter  is  from  the  official  records  of  the  yard,  however. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee,  when  a  sale  of  any  material  belonging  to  the  navy-yard  is 
made,  or  directed  to  be  made,  what  form  of  procedure  should  be  used  to  make  such  sale 
lawful. — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  the  law  about  it,  but  I  can  tell  you  what  the 
custom  was.  The  custom  was,  whenever  there  was  a  sale,  either  the  bureaus  directed  the 
sale  of  certain  articles  at  auction,  or  if  there  was  some  refuse  matter  in  the  way,  of  no  use, 
when  a  sale  was  to  take  place,  it  was  usual  to  send  round  to  the  heads  of  the  departments  and 
ask  them  to  make  out  a  list  of  such  articles  as  they  had  to  sell ;  all  material  which  had  been 
previously  condemned.  When  that  list  came  in  it  was  sent  to  the  auctioneer.  When  the 
sale  took  place,  the  head  of  the  department  who  was  interested  was  required  to  attend  the 
sale  and  see  that  the  proper  things  were  sold,  and  that  nothing  improper  was  sold.  I  think 
that  was  the  routine  generally. 

Q.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  constructor  or  any  other  officer  having  in  charge  any 
branch  of  the  service  had  authority  to  select  and  have  appraised  and  sold  anj  stores  or 
materials  belonging  to  the  Government  without  the  knowledge  or  authority  o7  the  com- 
mandant cf  the  yara. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  you  had  any  knowledge  of  a  sale  of  plumbing  material  made  to  W.  F. 
Steele. ~ A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  myself,  nor  do  I  recollect  of  any,  unless  there  was  some 
order  irom  the  bureau.  I  never  authorized  it ;  possibly  the  bureau  ordered  some  material 
to  be  sold  to  him,  but  I  do  not  recollect  it.  The  authority  would  be  contained  in  these  let- 
ters if  the  sale  was  ordered. 

Q.  Suppose  he  had  made  a  contract  with  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to  do  certain  work, 
and  in  that  contract  he  was  allowed  to  make  use  of  all  old  material  which  could  be  reworked 
under  that,  would  any  person  have  authoritv  to  sell  or  deliver  to  him  any  other  material 
which  could  be  reworked  under  his  contract  r — A.  No,  sir ;  he  would  not  have  any  authority 
to  use  anything  without  the  authority  of  the  commandant  in  any  event.  The  commandant 
would  be  written  to  and  informed,  and  he  would  order  the  constructor  to  deliver  such  things 
to  him.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  such  transactions,  however.  I  will  state  that  I  was  away 
for  six  weeks  in  July  and  August  of  1875,  and  the  transaction  might  have  occurred,  if  there 
is  such  a  transaction,  while  I  was  absent. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  any  sale  made  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Steele  T — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  anv  recollection  of  any  condemnation  of  any  lead,  brass,  or  zinc  that  was 
at  the  navy-yard,  the  sale  of  which  was  made  directly  to  Mr.  Steele  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 
recollect  in  fact  that  there  was  any  condemned  brass  or  lead  in  the  construction  department, 
although  there  may  have  been. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Hartt,  the  constructor,  demanded  or  requested  of  you  the 
services  of  Briscoe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  asked  for  him.  I  think,  however,  that  I  declmed  the 
request.  He  then  obtained  his  services  from  the  Department.  I  thought  the  man  was  oi 
more  necessitv  where  he  was.  He  was  a  smart,  active  fellow,  and  was  very  useful  to  Mr. 
McKav,  and  Mr.  McKay  wanted  him  to  assist  him;  that  was  about  the  amount  of  it. 

Q.  I  observe  here  a  letter  of  yours,  under  date  of  December  14,  1875,  to  which  I  call  your 
attention : 

"Commandant's  Office, 

"Navy-Yard,  Lp.ague  Island, 

''  December  14,  1875. 

**  Sir  :  As  Boatswain  Briscoe's  services  are  equally  important  to  the  department  to  which 
he  has  been  assigned  by  the  Department's  orders,  you  cannot  have  his  services.  Captain 
Wells  will,  no  doubt,  allow  him  to  point  out  where  the  material  is  stowed  at  League  Island. 
Any  arrangement  you  can  make  with  Captain  Wells  in  this  matter,  to  whom  I  have  re- 
fened  your  communication,  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me." 


PHILADELPHIA   NAVY-YAKD.  15 

That  letter  is  addressed  to  Edward  Hartt  and  signed  Qeorge  H.  Preble. 
A.  That  is  mj  letter.  He  was  afterward,  I  think,  assifrned  to  duty  under  Mr.  Hartt  by 
orders  from  Washin{|:ton.  I  do  not  recollect  when  the  order  came  there.  I  wrote  a  letter 
afterward  requesting  that  be  should  be  detailed  from  the  yard ;  that  his  services  could  be 
dispensed  with.  I  did  not  want  him  any  longer.  After  that  Mr.  Briscoe  went  to  duty 
unoer  the  constructor  until  the  Constitution  was  launched. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  He  has  been  detached  recently  from  the 
League  Island  yard.  After  that  he  resumed  his  duty  as  boatswain  on  board  the  Antietam. 
Captain  Wells  had  about  the  same  idea  about  him  that  I  had :  that  he  was  maneuTering 
around,  and  when  he  went  on  to  Washington  he  got  him  detached. 

Q.  Calling  your  attention  to  a  letter  under  date  January  5,  1876,  addressed  to  Edward 
Hartt  by  yourself,  which  heretofore  appears  in  the  record,  and  which  I  have  read  over  to 
you,  I  will  ask  you  upon  what  your  information  was  based  that  Mr.  Hartt  evinced  more 
anxiety  to  protect  Mr.  McKay *s  interest  than  the  interests  of  the  department  to  which  he 
belonged  ? — A.  I  think  that  he  showed  it  tbrough  the  correspondence.  In  the  first  place, 
when  Mr.  McKay  made  the  offer  of  $20,000  to  remove  everything  he  said  that  he  could  not 
conscientiously  ask  him  to  take  less.  Afterward  another  man  was  found  willing  to  do  it 
for  $10,000.  Then  I  ordered  a  board  to  see  what  material  McKay  had  removed  under  the 
first  contract  for  $20,000  before  he  was  ordered  to  stop.  Mr.  Hartt,  Captain  Wells,  and  Mr. 
Hoover  were  ordered  on  that  board.  Mr.  Hartt  made  out,  I  think,  that  he  had  removed 
about  $1 1,000  worth,  or  was  entitled  to  about  $11,000  for  about  ten  hours*  work.  Captain 
Wells*s  estimate  was  about  $1,900.  I  thought,  after  examining  the  whole  matter,  that 
$'2,000  would  be  ample.  Mr.  Hartt  then  wrote  me  a  letter,  in  which  he  said  that  if  Mr. 
McKay  had  moved  one  plank  out  of  one  of  the  items  of  his  offer,  which  was  $1,200,  he 
was  entitled  to  the  $1,200.  I  thought  that  looked  more  as  if  he  was  favoring  Mr.  McKay 
than  bis  own  department. 

Q.  In  the  removal  of  the  property  from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  state  whether  it  was 
brought  to  your  notice,  in  any  way,  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  failed  in  their 
duty. — A.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  and  observation  do  yon  think  that  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  were  sufficiently  protected  ? — A.  As  much  as  they  couJd  be  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Were  the  cijcumstances  such  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties  7 — 
A.  Yes,  sir :  the  rapidity  with  which  the  work  had  to  be  executed  created  a  very  great  deal 
of  confusion  and  more  or  less  destruction  of  property  that  could  not  be  helpea ;  pulling- 
down  the  buildin^rs  and  moving  the  stores  at  the  same  time,  and  having  teams  and  scows, 
lighters,  tugs,  and  everything  of  that  kind  carrying  out  material  at  once,  created  a  great 
confusion.  At  the  same  time  six  or  seven  vessels  wore  being  fitted  out  for  sea,  new  houses 
were  being  built  up  on  League  Island,  and  it  made  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done,  and  a 
great  amount  of  labor  was  compressed  into  the  space  of  a  few  months. 

(^.  State  to  the  committee  what  urgency  or  necessity  there  was  in  the  pnblic  service  de- 
manding so  speedy  and  hurried  a  removal  of  the  property  of  the  Government  at  that  time. — 
A.  I  was  not  placed  there  to  judge.  There  may  have  been  reasons  of  which  I  am  not 
aware.    I  did  not  see  any  necessity. 

Q.  I  now  desire  to  caU  your  attention  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  under  date  January  13,  1875,  the  last  two  clauses  of  which  I  will  read 
for  you:  **The  area  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  as  ascertained  and  reported  bv  Civil 
Engineer  M.J.  Endicott,  3d  April,  Iti73,  is  21.36  acres,  or  930,441}  square  feet.  Outside 
paities  have  variously  estimated  its  value  at  $3  and  at  $6  per  square  foot.  The  former 
appears  to  be  a  small  estimate  and  the  latter  almost  too  much— 1^,582,640,  the  assessed 
Tarnation  being  $4,200,000.**  Was  the  information  which  you  thus  furnished  to  the  Depart- 
ment such  information  as  you  had  obtained  from  reliable  parties  when  you  speak  of  outside 
parties  1 — A.  That  part  of  the  letter  referring  to  the  $3  a  toot  and  $6  a  foot  was  what  people 
were  talking  out  in  the  street  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  did  not,  then,  call  upon  any  parties  to  estimate  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nobody  in  par- 
ticular. I  sent  to  the  city  books  to  get  the  assessed  value.  That  is  correct.  Out  of  that 
would  come  the  dry-dock,  which  cost  $700,000  or  $800,000,  together  with  the  buildings. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  dry-dock,  state  your  recollection  as  to  a  trade  made  for  it  with  Wood 
&  Dialogue,  of  Camden,  N.  J. — A.  It  was  sold  at  auction,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  it  purchased  by  them  7 — A.  I  think  so,  although  I  am  not  certain.  It  was  a  long 
time  before  they  took  it  away  from  the  navy-yard,  but  fioally  they  were  allowed  to  do  it. 

Q.  Had  they  then  paid  for  it  ?— A.  I  think  there  was  an  amount  due  on  it,  although  I  do 
not  recollect  what  that  amount  was.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  some  $20,000  or  $^,000. 
The  cost  of  the  navy-yard  up  to  the  time  of  its  sale  was  about  $2,500,000.  That  was  the 
actual  cost  to  the  .Government. 

Q.  State  whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  Government  did  not  sustain  great  loss  consequent 
upon  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  material,  stores,  and  buildings  belonging  to  the 
Government  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  were  removed  to  the  League  Island  navy-yard. 
— A.  I  suppose  the  stores  were  all  removed  in  pretty  good  condition.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  otner  material  that  was  destroyed  and  broken  up  in  transferring.  The  atoie*  -w^i^ 
hurriedly  moved,  and  it  was  expected  that  there  woula  be  a  good  deaV  ol  \o%%.  1^^i\i^^% 
some  things  were  stolen  'm  transitu,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any. 
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Q.  Were  there  any  complaints  made  to  70U  tbat  the  property  was  bein^  stolen  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  DOt  frequently.  There  were  several  men  detected  in  small  pilferings  from  the  yard,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  I  had  investig^ations.  Wherever  a  case  of  that  kind  occurred,  I  had 
an  investigation  by  a  board.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Newell.  I  think  that  he  bad 
lost  a  large  piece  of  machinery.  A  board  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  affair,  and  Mr. 
Newell  was  a  member  of  that  board.  They  (^earcoed  all  the  shops  aroand  Philadelphia,  but 
could  not  trace  the  material.  Other  material  was  taken  out  of  the  yard  by  Reynolas.  The 
fact  was  reported,  and  he  was  made  to  carry  it  back.  He  said  he  had  taken  it  by  mistake 
in  removing  other  things. 

Q.  I  observe  in  your  correspondence  that  you  called  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  a 
publication  which  states  that  yon  had  been  removed  at  the  instance  of  some  one,  and  de- 
manded a  court  of  inquiry.  What  reply  did  the  Department  give  to  you  f — A.  The  Depart- 
ment replied  to  me  indirectly,  or  rather  unofficially,  in  a  letter  stating  that  they  had  no  fault 
to  find  with  me. 

Q.  Passing  from  this  subject  for  a  moment,  I  now  desire  to  call  your  attention  back  to  a 
letter  in  reference  to  the  transaction  with  John  Noblit,  in  which  letter  it  is  stated,  apparently 
as  if  a  proposition  from  Mr.  John  Noblit  had  been  received  to  furnish  paint-bmsnes  on  ac- 
count of  the  old  iron  delivered  by  him. — A.  I  recognize  the  letter  by  looking  at  it,  but  I  do 
not  remember  the  transaction. 

Q.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  now  to  a  letter  dated  Bureau  of  Constniction  and 
Repair,  July  14,  1875: 

'*  Sir  :  Referring  to  vour  letter  of  the  I2th  instant.  No.  109,  the  bureau  has  this  day  ap- 
proved a  bill  in  favor  of  S.  P.  Brown  for  250,000  feet,  board -measure,  lake  white- oak  ship- 
plank,  $88  a  thousand;  extended, $'22,000  ;  4,000  cubic  feet  white-oak  lake  plank-stock, 74 
cents,  $2,960  ;  10,000  cubic  feet  white-oak  seacoast  plank-stock,  62  cents,  $6,200  ;  deliv- 
ered at  the  naval  station.  League  Island. 

*'  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  I.  HANSCOM. 
**  Commodore  Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

^'Commandant  Naval  Stationt  League  Island,^^ 

Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  transaction  mentioned,  either  in  this  letter  from 
the  chief'^of  the  bureau,  or  your  letter  therein  referred  to  by  him? — A.  I  do  not  recollect 
what  my  letter  was.  I  recollect  approving  bills  for  some  large  amount  like  that.  Mr. 
Brown  came  in  with  Mr.  Harmer,  who  introduced  him  to  me.  He  wanted  these  bills  to  go 
off  to  Washington. 

Q.  Just  previous  to  that,  to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  had  you  not  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Hanscom,  in  these  terms  : 

"Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

•*Jii/f  8, 1875. 

**  Sir  :  Tou  will  please  direct  tbat  the  white-oak  timber  and  plank,  and  the  white-pine 
lumber  and  deck-plank  offered  for  delivery  by  S.  P.  Brown  be  inspected,  and  the  report  of 
inspection  forwarded  to  the  bureau. 

*•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  I.  HANSCOM, 
"  ChUfof  Bureaur 

A.  That,  probably,  is  in  answer  to  a  previous  letter.    I  judge  the  bill  followed. 

Q.  State  it  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  material  which  were  delivered  at  that  navy-yard 
while  you  were  in  command,  were  not  under  purchases  made  directly  bv  the  chiefs  of  the 
bureaus  at  Washington. — A.  All  the  large  purchases  were  thus  made  without  ezcepUon. 

Q.  Your  control  of  the  navy-yard  here  as  a  matter  cf  fact  was  merely  nominal,  was  it  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was,  with  regard  to  all  purchases. 

Q.  If  fraud,  wrong,  or  error  occurred  during  the  removal  of  the  property  from  this  navy- 
yard  to  League  Island,  who  were  the  parties  responsible  for  it  7  Was  it  you  as  command- 
ant of  the  vard,  or  your  subordinates  under  vou  at  the  yard  f — A.  The  subordinates 
under  me — those  who  had  the  immediate  removal  of  the  things — were  the  ones  who  would 
be  responsible  to  me.  I  in  turn  would  be  responsible  to  the  bureau,  and  the  bureau  to  the 
Navy  Department.  It  is  very  like  a  pile  of  bricks.  But  the  person  who  had  cognizance 
of  it  must  have  been  the  head  of  the  department.  The  commandant  could  not  attend  to  all 
those  matters.    He  could  only  go  aromnd  and  exercise  a  general  supervision. 

Q.  Does  any  responsibilitv  attach  to  the  parties  who  made  the  orders  for  the  removal  of 
the  property  and  the  time  allowed  T — A.  Yes  sir ;  undoubtedly.  * 

Q.  If  you  were  not  allowed  sufficient  time,  did  not  you  owe  it  to  the  public  interest  to  call 
that  fact  to  the  attention  of  those  who  were  in  authority  at  Washington  f— A.  I  did  call 
it  to  their  attention,  not  officially,  perhaps,  but  I  did  in  various  ways  say  that  there  was  no 
time.  They  knew  it  as  well  as  I  did.  1  think  there  is  but  one  opinion  about  tbat,  and  that 
is  that  there  was  but  a  very  limited  time  allowed  to  remove  the  yard.  The  chiefs  of 
bureauB  aJi  knew  it.    I  had  convets«kl\oii&  w\l\i  bW  oC  thftm  about  it  first  and  last.         ^ 
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Q.  Did  you  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  Leaj^e  Island  proper  steps  were  not  taken 
to  preserve  and  protect  the  property  which  was  beings  removed  there  f  —  A.  I  think  I  did. 
I  toink  jou  will  find  in  my  letters,  that  I  repeatedly  wrote  that  the  buildings  were  not  suf- 
ficient to  cover  everything.  Whether  I  wrote  unofficially  or  officially  I  do  not  know  now, 
but  I  know  I  called  attention  to  it  repeatedly.    I  was  writing  all  the  time. 

Q.  I  find  in  connection  with  Boatswain  Briscoe  this  telegram,  dated — 

"Washington,  December  14,  1875. 

*'  To  Commodore  Q.  H.  Preble  : 

"  Direct  Boatswain  Briscoe  to  report  to  Constructor  Hartt  for  duty  in  connection  with 
launching  the  Constitution. 

*'GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
*  *  Secretary  of  the  Kaoy,  * ' 

A.  That  is  the  way  he  was  ordered  to  that  duty. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  nominally  he  was  ordered  to  the  Constitution,  but  was 
really  under  Mr.  Hartt*s  supervision  in  the  removal  of  the  property  f — ^A.  I  understood  that 
from  Captain  Wells.    I  saw  very  little  of  that.    At  the  time  of  the  removal  I  was  busy  at  my 
work  in  my  office  on  Broad  street  from  9  in  the  morning  until  5  o'clock  at  night,  and  saw 
very  little  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  yard ;  but  Captain  Wells  informed  me  that  Briscoe's 
principal  work  was  to  look  after  Mr.  McKay's  stores  and  assist  him. 

Q.  The  telegram  which  I  have  read  to  you  was  received  by  you  officially,  was  itf — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  which  appears  on  the  records  of  your  office  : 

•*Navy  Department. 
**Washingtont  December  7,  1875. 

*'  Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Commandant  United  States  Nary-Yard^  Philadelphia^  Pa. : 

**  Sir  :  Please  give  express  orders  to  stop  the  removal  of  masonrvand  the  cobble-stones  on 
the  roadway  and  the  buildings  which  were  standing  in  the  yard  when  the  sale  was  made  on 
the  2d  instant.  All  standing  walls  and  buildines,  all  masonry  and  roadways  not  moved 
previously  to  the  sale,  passed  to  the  purchasers  oy  tho  sale  as  part  of  the  real  estate,  and 
cannot  be  interfered  with  by  the  Government.  I  am  informed  that  parties  are  still  busy 
removing  such  property,  under  contract  or  otherwise,  and  desire  that  it  shall  be  stopped  at 
once.  f 

"  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

*•  GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

**  Secretary  of  the  Navy.'' 

A.  I  think  there  is  a  telegram  from  him  ordering  that  work  to  be  stopped  before  that.  I 
think  on  the  day  of  the  sale  he  telegraphed  me  to  cease  all  that  kind  of  work.  The  order, 
however,  contained  in  that  letter  was  carried  out,  I  know.  The  telegram  came  down  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  sale,  as  soon  as  the  yard  was  sold,  to  stop  all  removals. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  spare  parts  belonging  to  the  Ironsides'  carriages  were 
delivered  to  Mr.  McKav  under  his  contract  to  purchase  brass,  copper,  &c.,  at  16f  cents  [>er 
pound  f — A.  I  think  they  were  delivered,  but  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  price.  The  chief 
of  the  bureau  said  that  the  carriages  were  sold  to  Mr.  McKay  as  a  whole.  He  decided  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  metal,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  for  what  purpose  in  June,  1875,  under  the  order  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  three  boxes  of  old  Causten  lights  and  twenty-four  signal- 
rockets  were  delivered  to  O.  £.  Babcock  at  Long  Branch,  N.  J.  ? — A.  I  do  not  recoUect. 
They  were  condemned  signals  that  we  were  ordered  to  use  up  on  holidays  and  festivities. 
The  cheapest  way  to  get  rid  of  them  was  to  fire  them  awav.  They  were  ordered  to  be  used 
upon  the  4th  of  July,  22d  of  Februarv,  &c.  I  suppose  they  were  sent  to  him  for  the  4th 
oi  July  celebration.    They  were  condemned  and  no  longer  of  any  use. 

Q.  Can  you  state  to  the  committee  what  duty  Constructor  Steele  performs  7 — A.  No,  sir ; 
he  was  nominally  attached  to  the  Constitution.  I  never  saw  him  but  once  or  twice.  He  had 
special  orders,  and  was  going  backward  and  forward.  He  once  went  to  California.  I 
wanted  to  know  what  he  was  doing  there.    He  said  he  was  not  under  my  orders. 

Q.  Nominally,  he  was  attached  to  this  yard? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was,  I  think,  in  charge 
superintending  the  building  or  rebuilding  of  iron-clads.  I  do  not  know  what  his  duties 
were  ;  be  had  special  orders.  I  called  him  to  account  for  not  reporting  to  me  on  one  occa- 
sion, and  he  said  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  me. 

Q.  Did  he  exhibit  his  orders  ¥ — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  He  may  have  done  so.  I 
have  forgotten.  He  was  on  duty  here,  and  he  went  to  California.  When  he  came  back 
I  askcKl  nim  why  he  had  been  away  from  the  station,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  belong  to 
the  station,  but  was  under  special  orders.  I  think  he  showed  me  some  orders.  I  am  uQt 
certain  of  that,  however. 


B.  Mi8.  170,  pt  3' 
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Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  iDterested  in  any  private  basioess  of  aoy  kind  at  this 
place  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  much  aboat  him.     His  brother  is. 

Q.  Is  it  his  brother  or  his  son  7 — A  It  is  his  son  or  brother,  I  do  not  know  which.  He 
did  some  work  on  the  Quinnebang. 

Q.  As  commandant  of  this  yard  had  yon  any  business  relations  with  the  firm  of  J.  Boacb 
&,  Sons  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Or  with  Seyfert  &,  McManus^ — A.  I  think  we  had  eight  or  ten  iron-clads  broken  up 
here,  and  they  were  distributed  aronnd  among*  the  firms.  I  think  two,  or,  perhaps,  more  went 
to  Roach.    There  was  also  iron  sold  then  by  the  bureau  or  exchanged  for  other  iron. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Speaking  of  young  Mr.  Steele  having  the  contract  to  finish  some  work  on  the  Qoinne- 
baug.  state  wuether  or  not  youiauthorized  the  delivery  to  him  at  the  time  that  work  was 
going  on  of  any  old  material. — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  and  I  only  heard  of  his  hav- 
ing tne  contract  outside.  I  do  not  think  I  know  anything  about  it  particularly.  It  may  be 
on  file,  but  there  were  so  many  of  those  things  going  on  that  I  could  not  charge  my  memorj 
with  them. 


George  H.  Preble  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  an  alleged  mistake  that  yon  are  said  to  have  made 
in  regard  to  a  lot  of  ships'  knees  which  were  sold  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  city  about  the  time 
of  the  removed  of  the  material  therefrom. — Answer.  The  only  knees  that  I  knew  of  being  sold 
were  condemned  knees.  I  think  they  were  all  piled  in  one  place,  and  they  had  been  using 
them  from  time  to  time  in  a  saw-mill  and  in  the  houses  as  fire-wood.  It  was  too  expensive 
to  cut  them  up  and  wn  were  only  anxious  to  get  rid  of  them.  They  wore  lying  in  a  pile,  and  I 
recollected  asking  Mr.  McKay  one  day  if  he  would  not  buy  them.  He  said  no,  that  he 
wonld  not  take  them  for  a  gift ;  but  when  they  were  sold  at  auction  I  hear  that  he  paid  $110 
for  them. 

Q.  Was  that  the  same  lot  of  knees  f — A.  Yes,  sii ;  I  asked  him  afterward  what  he  was 
going  to  do  with  them,  and  he  told  me  that  he  meant  to  send  them  down  East  and  use  them 
in  some  Yankee  ships. 

Q.^Wasthat  large  pile  that  lay  in  the  center  of  the  yard  a  pile  of  condemned  knees  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir  f  they  had  been  condemned  before  I  came  to  the  yard. 

Q.  It  has  been  said  that  you  ordered  some  burned  and  that  they  were  burned  T — A.  Some 
of  those  were  burned,  I  suppose.  They  were  burning  them  and  using  then  all  the  time  I 
was  at  the  yard.     Those  were  what  were  left. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Then  it  is  your  impression  that  that  pile  of  knees  were  really  condemned  f — A.  The 
knees  were  condemned,  I  know.    They  were  condemned  before  I  went  to  the  yard. 

Q.  What  was  their  value  f — A.  They  had  no  mercantile  value.  They  were  rotten  and 
wind-shaken.  I  considered  them  perfectly  worthless  as  knees  for  vessels,  and  only  good  for 
fire-wood,  and  bad  for  that,  indeed,  because  it  was  so  difiicult  to  split  them  up. 

Q.  One  witness  here  has  said  to  us  that  they  were  worth  |'^,5U0. — A.  He  ought  to  have 
bought  them.    They  were  sold  at  public  auction. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  were  advertised,  were  they  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not. 
They  had  been  lying  in  the  yard  for  a  long  time. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  the  pile  condemned  and  ordered  to  be  burned  up  had  not  been  burned 
np,  and  that  this  was  not  another  pile  ?  Are  you  sure  that  this  was  the  pile  that  was  to  be 
burned  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  told  by  the  commandant  when  I  came  there  that  those  were 
condemned  knees.  They  were  condemned  all  the  time  I  was  there,  and  we  were  trying  to 
get  rid  of  them. 


Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  April  II,  1876. 
Clark  H.  Wells  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 

Question.  State  your  position  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  how  long  you  have  been 

connected  with  the  Philadelphia  or  League  Island  navy-yaid — ^Answer.  I  am  a  captan  in 

the  Navy,  and  am  at  present  in  command  of  the  League  Island  station.     I  joined  the  old 

Fbiladelphm  navy-yard  in  OcloV>eT,  \^T\,  aa  cw^X-aXw  c>^  \.Vv^  l^'sd^  theu  in  command  of  Com- 
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lodore  Georfi^ell.  Preble,  and  in  addition  to  that  datj  I  had  charge  of  the  enuipmoat  depart- 
leut.  I  continued  on  that  duty  until  the  10th  of  January,  ]876,  when  1  was  ordered  by 
le  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  take  command  of  the  League  Inland  station,  relieving  Commo- 
ore  Preble. 

Q.  Since  yon  have  been  connected  with  the  yard  have  not  one  or  more  of  the  eight  sloops 
f  war,  known  as  the  Huron,  Ranger,  and  Alert,  been  completed  at  this  yard  f — A.  These 
essels  were  brought  here  and  rig^d  and  masted,  and  their  sails  were  made.  The  Huron 
nd  the  Alert  were  completed  here ;  that  is,  their  masts  were  put  in  and  some  wood-work  done, 
'heir  rigging  and  sails  and  boats  were  made  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard.  The  Ranger 
ras  brought  to  the  yard  a  short  time  before  she  was  sold,  or  about  that  time.  She  was  then 
amoved  down  to  Wilmington  and  her  lower  masts  were  sent  there  ;  but  the  rigging  of  that 
easel  and  the  sails  have  almost  been  completed,  and  they  are  now  on  board  the  equipping- 
easel  Antietam  at  League  Island ;  also  some  of  her  boats  are  there  at  the  navy-yard  in  an 
acomplete  condition.  The  Huron  and  the  Alert  went  into  commission  at  the  Philadelphia 
avy-yard. 

Q.  The  Huron  and  Alert  wore  built  by  Mr.  John  Roach,  were  they  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(J.  And  the  Ranger  by  the  firm  of  Harlan  &  Hollingsworth  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  connected  with  any  survey  or  board  of  examination  of  any  one  of  these 
eftsels  at  any  time? — A.  I  was  ordered  on  a  survey.  It  has  always  been  U'iual, according 
[>  the  regulations  of  the  seivice,  for  the  commodore  to  appoint  a  board  to  ascertain  if  the 
essel  is  in  a  clean  condition  below  for  stowage ;  that  is,  to  see  that  her  bilge  is  clean — to  see 
bat  her  store-rooms  are  in  proper  order  for  the  reception  of  her  stor&s. 

Q.  You  were  not  appointed  upon  any  board  of  inspection  to  see  whether  the  vessels  were 
ompleted  according  to  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  pretty  certain  1  was  not. 

Q.  Not  upon  either  one  of  these  vessels  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  any  further  than  I  have  stated 
1  relation  to  their  condition  below  decks. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  know  whether  they  were  completed  according  to  the  con- 
ract  by  the  contractor,  or  whether  anything  remained  to  be  done  at  the  navy-yard  here  or 
ras  done  1 — A.  I  had  understood  that  there  was  a  naval  constructor,  Mr.  Steele,  appointed 
3r  that  purpose  at  Mr.  Roach's  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether,  during  the  progress  of  the  construction  of  these  vessels,  any 
naterial  was  furnished  from  this  navv-yard  to  the  contractors  1 — A.  There  was  a  change 
aade  on  board  of  the  Alert  in  her  ladders.  Her  ladders  were  too  steep.  It  is  my  impression 
hat  that  material  came  from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard.  There  was  also  a  change  made 
3  closing  one  of  the  hatches  of  the  ward-room  ;  it  was  the  afler  hatch.  That  was  in  order 
0  give  a  place  for  the  binnacles  near  the  wheel.  That  was  closed  over.  It  w&s  an  extra 
latch  for  ventilating  purposes. 

Q.  That  was  after  she  was  reported  to  be  completed  by  the  contractor,  was  it  not  ? — A. 
That  was  after  she  was  brought  up  to  the  navy-yard.  In  holding  the  position  of  captain 
f  the  yard,  1  bad  only  control  over  my  own  department,  the  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 
ud  the  police  organization,  the  tugs,  and  the  teams.  I  had  no  control  over  any  other  de- 
»artment  in  the  yard  ;  but  by  the  order  of  the  Department  I  was  obliged  to  report  anything 
rhich  I  should  consider  wrong  or  irregular.  That  was  contained  in  order  or  circular  No. 
0.     I  was  not  the  executive  officer. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  or  information  during  the  progress  of  construction,  state 
rhetber  material  was  obtained  from  the  yard  by  either  one  of  these  contractors  for  the  pur- 
K>se  of  completing  these  vessels,  or  for  tne  alleged  purpose  of  completing  them  1 — A.  That 

coold  not  state  positively,  because  I  never  saw  the  contract. 

Q.  Was  matenal  obtained  from  the  yard  at  all  during  the  progress  of  construction? — A. 
rbere  was  material  obtained  from  the  yard  in  the  changing  of  these  ladders  and  in  closing 
tp  the  hatch. 

Q.  You  know  of  no  other! — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  in  regard  to  that  Y — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  mean  material,  while  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  builders,  being  taken  down 
here? — A.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  material  having  been  taken  down  there  to  any  of  the 
rontractors. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  purchase  of  a  yacht  called  the  Sea  Weed  ? — A.  I 
>n]y  know  from  hearsay.  1  know  that  a  small  steamer  was  brought  to  the  Philadelphia 
lavy-yard. 

Q.  Is  she  used  in  the  regular  service  or  for  any  special  or  specific  purpose  7 — A.  I  under- 
itood  that  when  she  was  brought  there  she  would  be  used  for  carrying  workmen  down  to 
League  Island  and  for  general  navy-yard  purposes,  such  as  towing  timber. 

Q.  Was  she  not  rather  a  fancy  vessel  ? — A.  She  was  fitted  up  just  the  same  as  any  pur- 
chased vessel  would  be,  and  had  been  used,  I  understand,  for  a  pleasure-boat. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  about  the  purchase  or  the  terms  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  hiring  of  a  steam  ferry-launch  called  the  Burling 
lont— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  she  not  hired  or  rented  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  a  month? — A.  Yea,  ftXt.    \\ivi<i\iftx^ 
lata  with  reference  to  the  Burlington  which  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duly  lo  V«\L<e,  it^m  \Xi^ 
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fact  that  she  is  now  at  Learue  Island,  and  I  do  not  want  to  appear  ignorant  of  anything  in 
relation  to  my  command.  That  was  my  reason  for  putting^  the  affair  in  writings  in  order  to 
give  an  intelligent  answer.  The  steamboat  Burlin^^ton  was  chartered  from  Wood,  Dialofrne 
«&  Co.  for  six  months,  or  as  long  as  the  Government  needed  her,  for  $1,000  a  month.  The 
date  of  the  charter  was  October  9.  1875.  This  was  anterior  to  my  commandinf^  the  station. 
The  six  months  expired  April  9,  1876.  I  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  that  in  a 
few  days  the  charter  would  expire,  and  I  asked  further  instructions.  The  date  I  cannot 
say,  bat  it  was  very  recently,  and  just  before  the  expiration  of  the  six  months.  The  bureau 
replied  that  I  should  still  continue  to  employ  her  until  further  instructed  by  them.  Re- 
cently,  she  has  been  employed  in  conveying  material  to  Wood  &  Dialogue  for  the  Consti- 
tution, which  is  now  being  repaired  by  that  firm. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  Uf^e  and  necessity  for  that  ferry-boat  during  the  last  six  mouths? — 
A.  While  the  material  of  the  old  yard  was  being  rfmoved  she  was  used  fur  the  transporta- 
tion of  such  material.  She  is  a  vessel  of  considerable  capacity  and  would  stow  a  large 
cargo  of  timber,  particularly.  At  that  time  we  had  but  two  tugs,  the  Pilgrim  and  the  tSea 
Weed.  They  were  not  adapted  for  carryings  any  large  cargo,  or  material ;  but  for  towing 
purposes  they  were  used  a  great  deal,  and  pretty  much  altogether  for  the  removal  of  mate- 
rial down  to  the  ntfw  yard  at  League  Islana. 

Q.  While  using  the  vessel  in  that  manner,  during  the  process  of  removal,  admitting  her 
use  and  necessity  for  that  purpose  and  occasion,  what  has  been  the  use  or  necessity  of  her 
employment  since  ? — A.  In  the  transportation  of  material  to  the  Constitution  chiefly,  and 
altogether,  I  should  jud^e. 

Q.  Was  not  the  Burlington  laid  up  for  a  long  time  unemployed  or  unused  ? — A.  She 
was  laid  up  for  several  months  <luring  the  winter,  and  for  a  part  of  that  time  her  hands 
were  paid  off.  and  the  vessel  was  in  the  charge  of  three  ship-keepers. 

Q.  The  ship-k»*eperH  were  pai  J  for  their  services  by  the  Uaited  State.s  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  The  rent  or  hire  of  her  was  going  on  during  that  period  of  time? — A.  Except  when 
the  hands  were  paid  off  or  suspended. 

Q.  Was  her  rent  then  suspended,  or  her  hire  suspended,  for  that  period  of  time  f — A.  I 
should  judge  not.     I  do  not  know,  but  I  should  say  no. 

Q.  Have  not  the  bills  been  regularly  approved  ? — A.  They  have  been  regularly  approved. 

Q.  Could  not  the  Government,  with  due  regard  to  economy,  have  dispensed  with  the  rent 
of  that  vessel  af  er  the  removal  of  these  heavy  timbers  that  you  speak  otf — ^A.  Yes ;  I  think 
for  a  few  months  they  could  have  dispensed  with  her  services,  particularly  while  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  ice  in  the  river. 

Q.  Could  not  the  Government  now.  with  due  regard  to  economy,  dispense  with  the  nse 
of  that  vessel  and  employ  tugs  and  bargos  or  scows  at  a  much  cheaper  ratef — A.  As  I  have 
stated  before,  the  Pilgrim  is  not  adapted  for  carrying  any  large  cargo,  and  she  has  been  under 
repairs  for  several  months,  leaving  us  with  one  small  tug,  called  the  Glance,  but  she  has 
been  used  for  transporting  workmen  from  League  Island  to  the  city  on  account  of  the  bad 
condition  of  the  road  leadinfi^  to  League  Island,  which,  during  the  winter,  was  almost  im- 
passable. If  the  Glance  had  been  used  for  towing  this  material,  a  great  deal  of  it  would 
have  been  obliged  to  have  been  put  in  the  water  and  rafted,  and  there  would  have  been  no 
means  of  getting  the  workmen  to  League  Island  except  by  land.  The  Glance  is  not 
adapted  for  the  carrying  of  anything  but  passengers,  on  account  of  her  peculiar  construction. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  got  but  one  tug  to  do  that  towing  ? — ^A.  Two ;  but  the  Pilgrim  is 
a  larger  tug  than  the  Glance.  She  has,  however,  been  under  repair  from  being  in  constant 
use. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  the  Sea  Weed  ?— A.  Her  boiler  is  now  being  repaired.  It  was 
hoisted  out. 

Q.  How  long  since  she  has  been  up  for  repairs  ? — A.  She  was  brought  down  to  League 
Island  at  the  time  that  the  old  yard  was  given  up. 

Q.  Which  was  about  the  2d  of  January  last? — A.  The  yard  was  sold  December  2,  1875, 
and  it  was  delivered  January  23:   J876.    She  has  been  tnere  during  the  winter,  laid  up. 

Q.  Waiting  to  be  repaired  ?— A.  I  do  not  know  whether  she  was  laid  up  for  that  purpoae, 
but  we  had  no  use  for  her. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  you  were  paying  rent  for  the  Burlington  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Coming  right  to  the  point,  taking  this  contract  for  the  rent  of  the  Burlington,  has  it 
not  been  a  piece  of  extravagance  upon  the  part  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  could  it 
not  have  been  avoided  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to  express  a  decided  opinion*  when  you 
take  into  consideration  that  for  anything  that  is  rented  by  the  Government  you  always -have 
to  pay  more  as  a  rule  than  when  you  rent  anything  for  private  parties.  There  is  always 
a  disposition  to  get  ahead  of  the  Government. 

Q.  That  you  would  say  is  the  case  also  in  regard  to  time  as  well  as  money.  I  mean  rent- 
ing or  hiring  the  boat  when  it  was  not  really  employed  f — A.  I  look  at  itjn  this  light :  that 
when  the  Bureau  of  Construction  agrees  to  take  a  vessel  for  the  period  of  six  montl^,  the  de- 
partment then  is  bound  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  that  contract. 

Q.  Suppose  the  contract  upon  the  face  of  it  allows  the  Government  the  privilege  of  using 
it  only  for  such  time  as  the  Government  mav  choose  ? — A.  Then  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  fcive  it  up  if  it  is  so  expressed.    1  <\o  uoV.  valq-^n  \.VaX  \\.  \«  «q  expressed  on  the  face  of  that 
contract. 
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Q.  If  it  is  so  expressed  in  the  contract,  her  retention  or  continaance  in  service  was  a  piece 
of  extravagance,  was  it  not? — A.  I  think  it  was  very  liberal  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Q.  In  Mdition  to  the  vessels  named,  the  Hnron,  Alert,  and  Rangier,  contracts  for  which 
wore  ^ven  out  prior  to  your  connection  with  this  yard,  accordinf?  to  your  statement,  have 
there  been  any  other  vessels  rebuilt  or  repaired  by  contract  daring  your  connection  with  the 
yard  ? — A.  The  Quinnebau^  was  eiven  out. 

Q.  To  whom  ? — A.  I  think  Neane  &•  Levy. 

Q.  And  also  the  Constitution? — A.  The  Constitution  was  given  out  to  Wood  &  Dia- 
logue. 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  f — A.  There  was  also  a  small  tug  called  the  Mayflower  to  bo  re- 
paired by  Wood  dc  Dialogue.  She  is  now  undergoing  repairs  and  nearly  finished.  That  I 
know  nothing  about  officially,  as  the  contract  was  made  or  the  arrangement  was  made  by 
the  bureau  ;  it  did  not  come  through  the  office ;  that  was  before  I  took  charge. 

Q.  By  whom  was  the  contract  made  f — A.  B  y  the  Bureau  of  Construction — by  Mr.  Hans- 
corn. 

Q.  It  was  made  directly  by  the  bureau  ? — A.  So  I  have  understood. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  to  the  committee  whether,  in  the  case  of  the  Quinnebaug,  any 
board  of  surve v  or  examination  was  organized  to  ascertain  the  probable  extent  of  the  repairs 
demanded,  and  the  probable  cost  of  such  repairs  ¥ — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  not  such  a  board  ? — A.  I  nave  never  known  of  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
was  not  on  the  board,  if  any  such  was  ordered. 

Q.  Was  there  any  such  board  in  the  case  of  the  Constitution  ¥ — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  or  information  that  any  such  board  was  had  in  the  case  of 
the  Mayflower — that  is,  at  the  time  of  her  going  there  ? — A.  The  assistant  naval  constructor, 
Mr.  Hoover,  and  the  naval  constructor,  Mr.  Hichborn,  were  ordered  by  the  bureau  to  exam- 
ine into  her  present  condition,  and  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  which  had  been  done  by 
the  firm  of  Wood  &  Dialogue. 

Q.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  law,  wherever  repairs  are  called  for  in  amount  exceed- 
ing $3,000,  a  board  must  be  constituted,  commencing  with  certain  line-officers  and 
going  through  with  a  staff-officer  and  certain  machinists  of  the  yard  where  the  repairs  are 
to  be  done  f — A.  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

Q.  You  say  no  such  board  was  held  in  the  case  named  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Would  the  records  of  the  yard  here  'show  that  any  such  board  was  ordered  T — A.  I 
presume  there  would  be  a  record  of  it  in  the  construction  department,  as  the  head  of  that 
department  would  naturally  be  on  the  board.  The  reason  why  I  cannot  answer  your  ques- 
tion distinctly  is  from  the  fact  that  I  was  confined  to  my  particular  department,  as  the  cap- 
tain of  the  yard,  which  was  the  equipment  and  recruiting  department. 

Q.  Since  your  connection  with  this  yard,  has  the  Government  had  the  facilities  in  labor 
and  material  to  do  the  work  of  repairing  upon  the  vessels  named,  the  Quinnebaug,  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  Mayflower  ? — A.  If  the  old  yard  had  not  been  sold,  that  yard  would  have 
had  the  facilities  for  doing  the  work  on  the  vessels  that  you  have  mentioned. 

Q.  In  the  year  1873  did  they  not  have  the  facilities  to  do  it  ?-  A.  I  was  abroad  at  that 
time  and  was  not  connected  with  the  yard.    I  had  been  abroad  from  1870  to  1874. 

Q.  From  your  connection  with  the  yard,  I  ask  you  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or 
disadvantage  to  the  Government  in  doing  the  work  of  rebuilding,  building,  or  repairing  by 
contract  or  having  the  same  done  at  the  vards  under  the  control  of  the  Government.  In 
other  words,  is  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government  to  have  the  building,  rebuifding,  and 
repairing  done  by  contract,  or  should  it  be  done  at  the  navy -yards  ? — A.  I  have  always  been 
of  the  opinion  that  work  should  be  done  at  a  navy-yard,  as  it  is  generally  done  in  a  more  sub* 
tantial  way. 

Q.  Is  there  any  advantage  in  the  selection  of  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  :  I  think  that  as  a  rule 
we  are  more  particular  in  the  selection  of  timber  than  outside  parties  would  be. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  as  to  the  motive  and  the  interest  or  profit  controlling  one  party 
or  the  other,  the  Government  agents  or  the  contractors  ? — A.  Of  course,  contractors  endeavor 
to  make  as  much  money  as  possible  ;  that  is,  they  are  more  careful  of  their  own  interest, 
and  unlike  Navy  officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  defend  the  interests  of  the  Government. 

Q.  How  does  contract- woik  compare  with  the  work  done  by  the  Government  f — A.  Their 
work  is  not  as  good,  although  there  is  a  difference  ;  some  contractors  will  do  their  work  bet- 
ter than  others. 

Q.  Since  your  connection  with  the  yard  here,  has  any  contractor  been  allowed  to  perform 
labor  at  the  yard? — A.  Yes  ;  a  contractor  was  allowed  to  bring  his  men  in  and  work  on  the 
Quinnebaug  for  a  long  period  of  time.  I  could  not  say  how  long  ;  I  should  judge  about 
three  or  four  months,  probably. 

Q.  Was  the  Government  engaged  in  any  work  on  her  at  the  same  time  ? — A.  No,  sir  ; 
that  is,  no  wood-work  ;  the  engines  and  the  boilers  were  manufactured  at  the  Philadelphia 
yard. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  it  was  detrimental  to  the  Government  interests  to  have  contractors 
perform  their  labor  at  the  yard  ? — A.  I  think  it  gives  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  confusion.     The 
contractor's  men  work  under  the  ten-hour  system  ;  navy-yard  men  work  e\^\\lViQ\i\ft*,  wcvi^NXi^ 
introduction  of  men  in  a  navy-jard  not  connected  with  it  except  by   coulta^LV.  vivv^\\.\^«i<\.  X^ 
a  great  many  irregalaritws. 
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Q.  Does  it  not  furnish  an  opportunity  for  thievin||f  T — A.  Yes,  s'r  ;  we  are  nnable  to  have 
the  same  control  over  them  that  we  would  over  our  men.  I  certainly  tm  opposed  to  the 
comtract  system  in  time  of  peace. 

Q.  Under  whose  orders  were  the  contractors  for  the  Quinnebaae  allowed  to  occupy  the 
yard  t — A.  It  must  have  been  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  tne  Navj. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  that  was  for  the  period  of  three  or  jfour  months. — A.  That 
was  for  the  period  of  three  or  four  months  previous  to  the  abandonment  of  the  old  yard.  I 
could  not  state  the  precise  time,  because,  as  I  have  said  before,  in  the  position  of  captain  of 
the  yard,  I  had  not  access  to  all  the  official  papers. 

Q.  During^  that  time  did  they  procure  from  the  stock  on  hand  materials  belonging;  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  they  were  allowed  the  material 
for  the  completion  of  that  ship,  as,  to  my  knowledge,  there  was  no  material  broaf^ht  there  by 
the  contractors.  I  think  it  was  a  part  of  the  contract,  although  I  am  not  certain,  that  we 
should  furnish  the  material.     They  were  to  do  the  labor. 

Q.  Who  was  your  gate-keeper  or  detective  ? — A.  A  man  named  Mellick. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  other  person  at  the  gate  except  him  who  was  technically  known  as 
the  gate-keeper  7 — A.  The  captain  of  the  watch  was  there. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  ? — A.  We  had  two  there ;  a  man  named  Mitchell  and  a  man 
named  Wilson.     In  addition  to  that,  we  had  a  sergeant  of  marines  with  a  sentry. 

Q.  What  was  his  name?— A.  They  changed  from  time  to  time ;  one  had  been  acting  as 
sergeant  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.     They  would  very  often  make  a  new  detail. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  whose  instance  or  request  these  watchmen  were  appointed  T — A.  Most 
of  the  watchmen,  when  I  joined  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  had  been  selected  from  those  who 
had  served  during  the  war  in  the  Army  or  Navy.  We  had  about  twelve,  with  two  captains  of 
the  watch. 

Q.  Since  that  time  has  there  been  ary  change  made  ? — A.  W^hen  the  yard  was  removed  to 
League  Island  they  had  a  force  of  watchmen  there,  and  wo  were  limited,  I  think,  to  fifteen 
watchmen  and  two  captains  of  the  watch.  There  were  then  at  that  time  twelve  at  League 
Island,  and  under  that  order  it  became  necessary  to  reduce  the  force,  retaining  the  best  of  them. 
Some  of  the  discharged  men  were  afterward  employed  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
yard. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  form  in  which  articles  are  passed  out  of  the  yard  f — ^A.  I  am. 
The  heads  of  the  departments  would  always  attach  their  names  to  the  pass  in  going  out  of 
the  gate.  That  would  be  presented  at  the  gate  to  the  detective,  who  would  examine  and  as- 
certain if  the  articles  corresponded  with  the  pass.  These  passes  would  then  be  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  captain  of  the  yard,  to  his  clerk.  If  he  saw  that  there  was  anything  irregu- 
lar, it  was  his  duty  to  show  them  at  once  to  the  captain  of  the  yard ;  and  they  were  always 
entered  in  a  book  kept  especially  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Your  position  was  captain  of  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  the  period  that  you  held  such  a  position  were  any  reports  made  to  you  of  at- 
temps  to  pass  illegally  or  improperly  any  articles  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  that  I 
have  any  knowledge  of. 

Q.  By  whom  was  this  gentlemen  that  you  call  Mellick  appointed  ? — A.  I  found  him  there 
when  I  joined  the  yard.  He  had  been  appointed,  as  I  understand,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuse  about  the  yard  during  the  time  that  you  were  connected 
with  it  ? — A.  During  the  time  I  was  connected  with  it,  and  referring  to  that  period  when  the 
yard  was  about  being  removed,  I  had  some  seven  or  eight  meq  arrested  for  thieving. 

Q.  Were  they  employes  in  the'yard  ? — A.  Some  of  these  men  belonged  to  the  contractors. 
I  think  nearly  all  of  them  did.  They  were  laboring  men.  They  were  arrested  by  the 
watchmen  under  a  general  order  that  all  persons  taking  property  belonging  to  the  Grovem- 
ment  should  be  arrested  on  the  spot.  Some  of  these  men  were  afterward  tried  in  the  civil 
courts  and  convicted ;  and  they  got  one  or  two  months*  imprisonment 

Q.  They  were  the  employes  of  the  contractors  ? — A.  There  were  some  belonging  to  Mr. 
McKay,  and  I  think  one  or  two  belonged  to  Mr.  Rice. 


Philadelphia,  April  13,  1676. 

Clabk  H.  Wklls  recalled. 

The  Witness.  I  should  like  to  make  cue  or  two  corrections  in  my  testimony  given  a  da 
or  two  ago.     I  am  desirous  of  substituting  the  word  **  stores  "  instead  of  *'  carg^,*'  with  re 
crence  to  the  stowage  of  a  vessel.    And  also  another  correction :  in  addition  to  those  stationed 
Ht  the  main  gate  of  the  navy -yard  in  the  nature  of  police,  there  was  a  marine  officer,  called 
the  officer  of  the  day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuses  about  the  yard  since  you  have  been  connected  with  it  ?— 
A.  I  hardly  understand  you.    Ukuow  l\i«kl  iWe  w^  «i  %qq^  \xv».\i>i  \.\i\Tv^  which  could  have 
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been  improved  upon.  One  is  this :  I  woald  recommend  the  restoration  of  the  old  system  of 
having  the  executive  officer  next  to  the  ranking  officer  or  commandant  of  the  jard,  with 
supervision  over  all  the  other  departments. 

Q.  And  with  power  to  control  and  discipline  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  would  bo  better. 
In  that  way  yon  would  have  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  what  would  be  going  on  in  the 
jard.  The  executive  officer,  instead  of  bain^  captain  of  the  vard,  should  be  the  next  ranking 
officer  to  the  commandant,  as  it  was  some  time  ago.  I  think  it  would  be  letter  tor  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  to  go  back  to  the  old  system. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if,  practically,  each  bureau  of  thp  Navy  is  not  more  or  less,  in  its  opera- 
tion and  superinteodeuce,  kept  distinct  in  the  management  of  the  yard. — A.  I  think  so.  I 
think  they  are  a  little  too  independent  of  each  other,  and  under  the  present  system  they  are 
independent  of  the  captain  of  the  yard. 

Q.  I  ask  you  specially  if  this  is  not  an  abuse,  in  your  opinion;  said  opinion  being  founded 
upon  your  knowledge  and  experience :  the  appointment  and  selection  of  employes  of  all 
characters; clasieF,  and  description,  made  by  heads  of  bureaus  at  Washington,  or  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  which  employes  are  put  into  the  yard  by  their  independent  action  f — A. 
I  think  that  the  foremen  and  workmen  should  be  selected  by  the  head  of  the  department  in 
the  yard,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commandant. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  fact  thai  a  great  many  of  the  employes  of  the  yard  are  designated  either 
by  the  head  of  the  bureau  or  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  know  that  some  have 
been  appointed  in  that  way. 

Q.  And  they  have  gpone  to  the  extent,  hav§  they  not,  of  designating  the  place  that  they 
shall  occupy  in  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;    in  some  instances. 

Q.  In  the  recent  removal  of  property  from  the  yard,  state  if,  owing  to  the  shortness  of  time 
in  which  it  was  allowed  to  be  done,  and  the  fact  that  the  contractors  who  were  engaged  in 
the  work  of  removing  were  also  pnrchasers  of, property  ordered  to  be  sold  by  the  Govern- 
ment, there  was  not  an  opportunity  of  very  great  abuse  and  fraud  being  perpetrated 
upon  the  Government. — A.  The  time,  certainly,  was  very  short  for  the  removal  of  the  yard  ; 
it  was  a  ^ood  deal  hurried.  There  was  considerable  propertv  there  that  was  sold  at  public  sale 
about  which  I  have  my  doubts  very  much  whether  any  of  it  would  have  been  ot  use  to  the 
Government ;  it  would  have  been  of  very  little  use.  I  have  mydoubts  whether  it  would  have 
been  worth  while  to  transport  it  for  any  use  to  which  it  might  have  been  applied  thereafter. 

Q.  I  am  not  now  asking  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  sale,  but  the  fact  was,  that  at  least  some 
of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of  property  from  the  yard  to  League  Island  were  also 
interested  in  the  property  that  was  sold,  were  they  not?— A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  I  refer  particularly  to  this  fact :  Was  not  Mr.  Nathaniel  McKay  a  contractor  for  the 
removal  of  property  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  be  not  interested  in  and  actually  the  purchaser  of  some  of  the  property  that  was 
condemned  and  sold  by  the  Government  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  there  removing  his  own  property  upon  one  hand  and  removing  the  property  of 
the  Government  upon  the  otner  hand  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  had  his  employ6s,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  the  material 
he  bought  there  was  of  any  use  to  the  Government,  so|far  as  my  knowledge  went;  now, 
whether  he  was  influenced  by  any  other  consideration  as  a  contractor,  in  buying  material  in 
a  questionable  way,  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  I  am  still  not  upon  that  point.  The  fact  did,  however,  exist,  that  the  contractor, 
McKay,  who  was  also  the  purchaser  McKay,  was  engaged  at  the  same  time  in  removing 
property  under  his  contract  with  the  Government  and  removing  property  under  his  purchase 
from  the  Government.  He  had  his  employes  there  at  the  yard  at  the  same  time,  bad  he  not  1 
— A.  Y'es  ;  he  bought  property  at  public  gale  as  anybody  else  would  have  been  allowed  to 
do. 

Q.  McKay  did  not,  however,  haul  one  day  for  the  Government  and  the  next  for  himself, 
did  he  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  haul  or  the  employ6s  under  him  haul  at  the  same  time  alike  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  himself? — A.  I  could  not  sav  that  of  my  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  the  removal  of  that  property  ? — A.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  confusion  incident  to  the  number  of  men  at  work  and  the  time. 

Q.  They  necessarily  had  to  employ  a  large  number  of  men  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the 
time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  constant  repeated  complaints  were  not  made  to  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  wanton  destruction  of  property  and  of  the  unlawful  removal  of  property? — 
A.  I  had  heard  that  property  had.  been  injured  in  the  removal  of  it,  but  whether  those  re- 
ports were,  as  you  have  stated,  to  the  comnfiandant,  I  do  not  know  anything  about.  There 
necessarily  was  some  material  iniured  in  the  tearing  down  and  in  the  removal  thereof. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  complaint  being  made  that  property  was  unlawfully  taken  away 
from  the  yard  ? — A.  There  was  property  stolen  by  men  as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  prior  ex- 
amination. 

Q.  You  were  upon  two  or  three  boards,  were  you  not,  which  investigated  these  facts  ? — 
A.  Yes ;  I  have  reference  now  particularly  to  the  cases  of  men  whom  I  had  axt^^V^  ^ort 
thieving,  but  there  was  property  heloDg'mg  to  the  Government  in  iVie  aV©«km-%ti^\\i^«uii^  ^^- 
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partment  which  disappeared.  I  was  appointed  with  Captain  Cromwell  and  Assistant  £n^- 
neer  Bowbotham  to  investififate  it  by  order  of  the  commandant  I  have  a  report  of  an  inves- 
ti^tion  reflT^rding  the  thefl  of  some  pipes  and  composition  boxes,  &c.,  belonfpngr  to  the 
steam-engineerinff  department  based  upon  a  report  bj  Engineer  Newell.  Myself,  Com- 
mander Cromwell,  and  Assistant  Engineer  Rowootham  were  on  that  board.  The  order  of 
the  commodore  to  investif^ate  it  was  dated  October  6.  IH75.  We  examined  qaito  a  number 
of  the  o£Bcors,  taking  their  written  testimony.  In  addition  to  that  testimony  quite  a  number 
of  shops  on  the  outside  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  and  recovering  this  prop* 
erty,  but  we  failed  to  obtain  even  a  cleyv  to  it. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  parties  who  went  to  investigate  what  had  been  stolen  at  Queen 
street  wharf  7 — A.  No, sir;  I  sent  Mr.  Rowbotham  up  there,  and  I  think  I  also  requested 
Chief  Engineer  Newell  to  investigate  it.  . 

Q.  Why  did  you  allow  those  men  to  bo  stopped  from  going  into  that  warehouse  f — A.  I 
never  heard  that  they  were  stopped.  I  heard  that  they  were  obstructed ;  that  there  was  fault 
found  by  Mr.  Reynolds  with  tneir  going  into  that  shop  for  the  purpose  of  examining  iL 

Q.  Why  did  you  submit  to  their  being  obstructed  f — A.  I  never  heard  that  they  had  been 

Srevented  from  going  in  there.  They  did  go  in  there,  as  near  as"!  can  remember  from  what 
[r.  Rowbotham  told  me.  They  went  to  Mr.  Roach's,  and  went  to  several  other  yards.  This 
report  of  that  board  was  dated  November  16.  It  sat  for  a  number  of  days  taking  testimony. 
I  desire  to  state  in  relation  to  that  matter  that  these  steam-pipes  were  lying  in  an  exposed 
part  of  the  yard  where  there  was  other  material  belonging  to  the  steam-engineeriug ;  though, 
if  there  had  been  even  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  steam-en- 
gineering department,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  that  that  material  could  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  yard.     Those  pipes  were  made  of  cupper. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  long  were  they  ?— A.  I  judge  they  were  15  or  20  feet  long  and  about  a  foot  in 
diameter.     I  saw  them  several  times. 

Q.  Were  they  removed  in  day-light  ? — A.  We  never  could  find  out.  We  heard  that  they 
had  been  loaded  in  one  of  John  Roach's  wagons  and  then  the  property  was  identified  by  some 
workmen  there,  and  it  was  unloaded  and  afterward  disappeared. 

Q.  Was  it  lying  loose? — A.  It  was  lying  exposed. 

Q.  For  how  long  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  old  material  there, 
and  the  yard  was  a  small  one,  and  a  good  deal  of  it  was  piled  up  and  could  not  be  put 
away. 

Q.  That  had  been  lying  for  how  long  f — A.  For  some  months  I  should  judge.  I  could 
not  say  exactly  how  long  it  had  been  at  the  yard. 

Q.  What  was  that  copper  worth  ? — A.  I  believe  copper  sells  at  30  or  40  cents  a  pound.  I 
am  not  certain.    I  think  they  valued  the  property  at  about  $1,000. 

Q.  And  I  nobody  knew  anything  about  it? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  personally  superintended  the  re- 
moval of  the  stores  in  the  equipment  department,  which  were  valued  at  between  seven  and 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  notning  was  lost  during  the  removal. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  right^here  to  a  statement  that  purports  to  be  a  part  of 
the  statement  of  William  P.  Reynolds.  It  is  in  these  words  :  *'  Since  I  came  to  think  of  it, 
I  believe  there  was  and  is  still  an  understanding  between  the  firm  of  Seyfert,  McManus  & 
Co.  and  Mr.  McKay,  by  which  we  are  to  share  alike  the  profits  and  loss  in  the  purchase  of 
material  from  certain  departments  of  the  United  States  Navy  not  limited  to  this  yard.**  Do 
you  remember  that  Mr.  Reynolds  made  any  such  statement  ? — A.  That  was  his  statement 
in  the  course  of  that  investigation. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  him  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  we  were  allowed  to  s^ear  a  witness. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  investigation  made? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  also  one  of  a  board  with 
Chief  Engineer  Newell  and  Civil  Engineer  Stratton  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Room,  former  mason,  in  relation  to  articles  purported  to 
have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Reynolds.     Our  report  was  as  follows  : 

**  Philadelphia,  December  27, 1675. 
*' Commodore  Preble: 

**SiR:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  18th  instant  to  inquire  into  the  circnm' 
stances  attending  the  loss  ot"  property  as  stated  in  the  report  of  W.  L.  Boom,   former 

mason  of  yards  and  docks,  we  respectfully  make  the  following  report  which  is  based  on 
a  personal  investigation  of  the  two  new  warehouses  outside  of  the  yard  by  two  members  of 
the  board.  Chief  Engineer  Newell,  and  Civil  Engineer  Stratton,  and  who  found  belonging  to 
yards  and  docks  taken  there  by  Mr.  Reynolds  one  lot  of  cast  iron,  part  of  capstan  weighing 
about  1,000  pounds,  and  one  lot  of  bolts,  but  could  not  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  weight; 
it  might  have  been  a  few  hundred  pounds,  or  might  have  been  1,000  pounds.  The  8tore> 
houses  referred  to  contained  other  property  which  Mr.  Reynolds  had  purchased  at  the 
yard  belonging  to  other  departments,  but  nothing  else  was  discovered  which  belonged  t  q 
the  Government.    We  would  recommend  that  the  property  belonging  to  yards  and  dockg 

"*^tofore  mentioned  should  be  iel\XTii%d  \iy  "NVt,  B.^'jiioViVa  \.<i  Lea^e  Island  at  his  own  ex 
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That  was  done  by  Mr.  RejDolds  after  he  had  been  notified  of  the  fact. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  investigations  made  f  — A.  In  addition  to  that  I  discovered  lying 
in  one  of  the  lighters  which  was  being  loaded  with  material  purchased  by  Mr.  Reynolds, 
part  of  an  anchor-stock  belonging  to  the  equipment  department,  which  I  recovered,  informing 
nim  that  that  property  belonged  to  the  Equipment  Bureau.  In  addition  to  that  I  recollect  of 
having  taken  from  one  of  his  scows  a  small  chain  which  belonged  to  the  equipment  depart- 
roent. 

Q.  Have  you  knowledge  of  any  further  unlawful  removal  of  property  during  that  time  ? 
— A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

By  Mr.  Bi:rleigh  : 

Q.  Is  this  Mr.  Reynolds  the  same  man  who  had  charge  of  the  removal  vf  iron,  and  who 
represented  Seyfert  <&  McManus  when  the  iron  was  being  removed  to  clear  up  the  yard  in 
the  night-time  1 — A.  He  is  said  to  have  represented  Seyfert  &  McManus,  but  I  have  been 
under  the  impression,  however,  that  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  Was  he  at  the  yard  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  this  iron  in  the  night-time,  to  your 
knowledge  f — I  mean  when  they  were  cleaning  up  the  yard  at  the  wind-np  ? — A.  He  was 
about  there  a  good  deal  np  to  the  very  day  that  we  abandoned  the  yard,  off  aiid  on. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  there  by  night  or  not  ? — A.  He  might  have  been 
there  after  dark,  as  McKay  and  others  were. 

Q.  Was  he  there  by  day  ? — A.  He  was  there  a  good  deal  during  the  day. 

Q.  And  looked  after  the  removal  of  iron  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  there  of  a  night  f — A.  I  was  there  very  often  afler  dark,  and  down  early 
in  the  morning. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  and  McKay  there  afler  dark  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  recollection  of 
seeing  him  there  after  dark.  The  quarters  where  the  officers  formerly  lived  were  torn  down, 
and  when  I  would  leave  at  night  I  would  inform  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  issue  additional 
instructions  to  the  police  force. 

Q.  Then  you  were  not  there  by  night,  so  that  you  do  not  know  much  about  the  man- 
ner of  removing  material  from  the  yard  in  the  evening? — A.  I  am  pretty  certain  that 
no  material  was  removed  from  there  during  the  night,  but  lighters  were  loaded  up  toward 
the  latter  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  no  lighters  were  removed  from  there  during  the  night  f — A.  I 
know  that  from  the  watchmen  and  from  the  captains  of  the  watch,  who  were  reliable  men. 

Q.  You  know  they  were  loaded  during  the  night  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  toward  the  latter  part. 
The  lighters  were  kept  there,  and  then  towed  away  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Was  there  no  moon  during  those  nights  ? — A.  It  occurred  in  the  months  of  Novem- 
ber and  December. 

Q.  Did  your  watchmen  inform  you  who  was  looking  after  the  delivery  of  this  material  t 
— A.  The  system  was  this :  when  a  lighter  would  have  any  valuable  material  on  board,  the 
watchmen  wonld  be  specially  instructed  to  look  out  for  it,  and  some  ef  the  departments, 
particularly  the  steam-engineering,  would  put  a  man  belonging  to  the  department  on  board 
of  that  lighter  in  addition  to  the  watchman. 

Q.  Were  you  in  charge  of  the  yard  at  that  time  t — A.  I  was  in  charge  of  the  yard  in  this 
way :  after  Commodore  Preble*s  quarters  had  been  torn  down,  with  mine,  he  moved  up  to 
Broad  street,  and  I  was  obliged,  under  his  orders,  to  attend  to  all  the  duty  in  the  yard,  and 
if  there  was  anything  of  importance  to  ref^r  it  to  him  :  that  is,  any  correspondence  with  the 
bureau  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.    Orders  must  come  through  him,  or  be  made  by  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  had  charge  of  the  delivery  of  this  iron  to  Seyfert  <&  McManus, 
and  that  going  to  the  navy-yard  at  the  same  time  during  the  night  while  it  was  being  re- 
moved ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  article  having  been  removed  from  the  navy-yard  at 
night ;  that  is,  late  at  night. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  from  the  navy>yard,  but  from  the  place  where  it  was  piled  to  the  wharf; 
either  from  the  store-shed,  or  wherever  the  iron  was  piled  up.   Have  you  any  knowledge  of 
its  being  removed  from  the  pile  in  the  yard  to  the  wharf  in  the  night  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  there 
was  material  removed  after  dark  on  board  lighters  by  McKay  and  Reynolds's  men,  Mc- 
Kay's men  particularly. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  removing  of  any  iron  in  the  night-time  from  the  place 
where  it  was  piled,  to  the  wharf,  by  McKay's  men  or  Reynolds's  men,  or  any  one  else  ? — A. 
It  must  have  ()een  removed  in  that  way  by  night  by  them. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  its  being  moved  ? — A.  I  must  have  had  a  knowledge, 
because  they  worked  after  dark. 

Q.  Who  was  there,  after  dark,  as  a  Government  officer,  to  look  after  the  removal  of  that 
iron,  to  see  that  it  did  not  go  to  the  wrong  place? — A.  Most  of  the  officers  left  af^er  dark. 

Q.  Who  was  left  to  superintend  the  removal  of  that  iron  from  the  place  where  it  was  piled 
to  the  wharf  7 — A.  The  order  was  to  allow  the  contractor's  men  every  facility  in  the  removal 
of  material.  Consequently,  they  worked  af^er  dark,  but  there  was  a  general  supervision 
kept  over  them  by  the  officers  of  the  yard  up  to  that  time  and  sometimes  after  dark.  I  very 
often  remained  there  after  dark. 
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Q.  After  dark,  who  then  remained  if  yoa  went  away  ? — A.  I  could  not  saj  that  at  nig^ht 
any  officers  remained  there  any  further  than  the  captain  of  the  watch  and  the  watchmen. 

Q.  I  undemtand  you  to  say,  then,  that  after  dark  the  contractors  had  the  charge  of  re- 
moving the  material  from  the  yard  without  the  supervision  of  any  officer  f — ^A.  They  had  the 
charge  of  the  removal  of  the  material  for  which  they  had  contracted,  but  not  anj  other 
article. 

Q.  If,  as  we  understand  you,  they  were  removing  that  iron,  and  part  of  it  was  to  go  to 
the  Government  at  Loagne  Island  and  a  part  of  it  to  Sevfert  &,  McManus,  and  the  iron  laid 
in  one  store-house,  who  was  there,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  point  out  what  iron 
was  to  go  to  League  Island  and  what  part  of  it  was  to  go  to  Seyfert  &>  McManus? — A.  I 
presume  that  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  which  the  material  belonged  would  point  out  the  ma- 
terial to  be  removed  and  designate  what  material  was  to  be  put  in  the  lighters  and  to  he 
taken  away. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the  yard  had  left  previous  to  that  time  of 
night  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.     I  could  not  say  whether  any  officers  remained  late  at  night  or  not 

Q.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  see  that  officers  remained  there  late  at  night  to  look  after  the  re- 
moval of  thin  stuff? — A.  I  had  no  orders  to  remain  there  after  dark.  I  remained  there  as 
late  as  I  could. 

Q.  Whose  duty  was  it,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  service,  to  see  that  officers  superin- 
tended the  removal  of  Government  property  when  the  property  of  individuals  was  to  he  re- 
moved at  the  same  time  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  commodore  to  have  issued  a 
special  order  on  that  point,  requiring  the  officers  to  be  there  all  the  time,  day  and  night,  but 
there  were  no  quarters  for  officers  at  night. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  removal  of  the  material  of  the  navy-yar^,  toward  the 
final  closing  up  of  the  moving,  would  you  state  that  it  was  done  in  a  manner  condncive  to 
the  interests  of  the  Government  ? — A.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  interests  of 
the  Government  if  there  had  been  more  time  for  the  removal  of  the  property. 

Q.  Why  f — A.  If  they  had  been  given  more  time,  they  would  have,  necessarily,  exercised 
more  care ;  it  would  have  been  done  by  a  certain  time,  and,  although  it  might  have  cost 
more  to  the  Government.  I  think,  from  my  experience,  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  yard 
had  been  moved  by  the  Government  employes. 

Q.  I  understand  you  were  the  executive  officer  of  the  yard  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  the  execu- 
tive officer.    I  was  the  captain  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Does  not  your  duty  require  you,  if  anything  is  going  wrong  in  the  yard,  to  report  to 
the  commandant  of  the  yard 7 ~ A.  Yes,  sir,  always;  anything  of  an  irregular  character. 
I  never  failed  so  to  do. 

Q.  Do  vou  or  do  you  -npt  know  that  iron  from  the  same  pile  was  taken  out  of  the  shed, 
part  of  which  went  to  League  Island  and  part  of  which  was  sold,  as  old  iron,  to  Seyfert  & 
McManus  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  If  I  had  known  that.  I  should  have  reported  it  at  once 
and  stopped  it. 

Q.  Dia  you  or  did  you  not  know  that  composition-metal  was  being  removed  from  the  yard 
in  scows  and  mixed  up  with  iron  without  being  weighed? — A.  No. sir. 

Q.  Have  you  learned  since  that  such  was  the  fact  ? — A.  I  knew  that  bars  of  copper  were 
removed  in  lighters  and  taken  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  were  taken  to  the  store-house  of  Seyfert  &  McManus?— 
A.  No,  sir;  if  I  had  known  that  I  would  have  reported  it  and  stopped  it. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  find  out  whether  such  things  had  been  done  after  the  news* 
papers  had  reported  it  7 — A.  I  did  everything  that  was  in  the  power  of  an  officer  to  do.  I 
was  on  my  feet  there  from  early  in  the  morning  until  after  dark  in  every  part  of  the  yard 
doing  all  I  could  to  protect  the  intere«)ts  ot  the  Government. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  knew  that  certain  gentlemen  were  sent  from  the  yard  to  see  if  mate- 
rial that  had  been  bought  was  in  that  store-house?  You  knew  of  that? — A.  Mr.  Reynolds 
had  bought  propeily  at  public  sale,  and  he  carried  material  into  that  store-house. 

Q.  And  it  was  reported  to  you  that  he  had  property  there  that  he  did  not  buy  at  public 
sale? — A.  There  was  a  report  made  by  this  former  mason,  and  upon  that  the  commodore 
ordered  the  board.  The  report  was  njade  to  him.  At  that  time  Commodore  Preble  was 
there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  report? — A.  It  went  through  Commodore  Preble. 
I  was  one  of  the  board  for  the  investigation  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  these  men  were  refused  admittance  to  see  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  any  property  there  or  not  7 — A.  I  heard  Mr.  Rowbotham  say  that  Reynolds  had 
prevented  him,  or  tried  to  prevent  him,  from  going  into  that  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  did  succeed  in  preventing  him  ? — A.  I  am  not  certain  of 
that. 

Q.  Was  it  not  your  duty  as  captain  of  the  yard,  when  you  knew  that  he  had  been  pre- 
vented from  going  into  that  building,  to  have  reported  it  ? — A.  If  he  had  reported  that  to  me 
I  would  have  taken  steps  to  have  visit^^d  that  yard  by  due  process  of  law,  as  it  was  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  navy -yard,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  report  of  that  kind  having 
been  made  to  me  except  by  hearsay. 

Q.  Did  you  state  that  you  were  on  l\it\>ow4  Vo  \iv\%&t\^«tle  it  ?— A.  Certainly. 
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Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  was  a  fact  that  they  were  obstructed  and  were  not  allowed 
to  go  into  that  store-house  to  see  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that  since.  Mr.  Rowbotham 
was  on  the  board  with  me. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  know  of  it  at  that  time  ?  Who  attended  to  the  duty  of  the  board  ? 
Why  did  yon  not  know  whether  yon  could  p^et  into  it  or  uotf — A.  If  I  had  known  at  the 
time  that  that  material  was  there,  I  should  certainly  have  gone. 

Q.  If  you  were  on  the  board,  as  you  say  ycu  were,  why  did  you  not  go  into  the  store- 
bouse  and  find  out  ? — A.  Because  Mr.  Rowbotham  and  one  other  officer  went.  It  U  not  usual 
for  the  whole  board  to  go  and  investigate  a  place.  One  or  two  of  the  members  would  bo 
sufficient. 

Q.  I  understand  that  two  of  them  went,  and  the  other  did  not  see  fit  to  inquire  the  result 
of  their  investigation.     Is  that  what  you  mean  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  there  laxity  here  in  the  officers  of  the  yard  in  doing  this  work  ?  —A.  I  felt  just 
as  much  interested  in  th^  investigation  of  that  theft  as  they  were,  and  probably  more,  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  more  re?'ponsibiIity  resting  upon  me  as  a  line-officer  of  the  yard. 

Q.  But  where  is  the  evidence  of  that  fact? — A.  The  evidence  is  in  this  elaborate  investi- 
gation. 

Q.  The  evidence  is  that  vour  board  went  there  and  was  refused  admittance  by  a  clerk, 
and  the  thing  dropped.  That  is  the  evidence.  That  is  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  is  it 
not  T — A.  I  took  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  anything  in  which  the  Government  had  been 
ilefrauded. 

Q.  The  report  was  made  to  you  that  there  was  Government  propeity  in  the  store-house, 
and  yon  were  on  the  board  to  investigate  that  matter,  whether  it  was  there  or  not.  You, 
the  superior  officer  of  that  board,  learned  that  you  were  obstructed  in  going  into  that  store- 
house, and  you  could  not  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  Government  property  illegally  in 
there  or  not.  What  excuse  do  you  present  here  or  anywhere  else  for  not  taking  measures  to 
find  out  whether  that  property  was  there  or  not  ? — A.  I  was  not  perfectly  certain  that  there 
was  any  property  in  that  8tore-hout<e,  except  from  hearsay.  If  I  had  been  certain,  I  certainly 
would  have  gone  there  myself. 

Q.  What  was  the  board  chosen  for  ? — A.  To  investigate  the  loss  of  this  property  and  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

Q.  Was  it  not  suspicions  when  you  could  not  go  into  the  store-house  to  ascertain  whether 
that  property  was  there  ? — A.  I  should  think  it  was  very  suspicious. 

Q.  Should  not  you  as  a  zealous  officer  have  |>rosecuted  that  investigation? — A.  I  have 
never  had  my  zeal  questioned  before  since  I  have  been  in  the  Navy,  and  you  will  find  that 
my  record  in  the  Navy  is  such  that  my  integrity  as  an  officer  has  never  been  questioned. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  report  did  Mr.  Rowbotham  and  this  other  gentleman  who  went  over  there  make 
when  they  came  back  to  you  ? — A.  I  have  here  Mr.  Rowbotbam's  statement.  He  was  one 
of  the  board,  but  he  gave  testimony  in  relation  to  the  matter  as  well  as  others. 

Q.  Is  that  the  report  of  the  board  or  only  of  Mr.  Rowbotham? — A.  This  is  the  report  to 
the  board  by  him : 

**  Wm.  Rowbotham,  assistant  engineer  United  States  Navv. 

**  Q.  {By  the  Board.)  Tell* all  you  know  about  articles  that  are  mentioned  as  missing 
from  the  engineer's  department. — A.  The  brasses  and  stuffing-boxes  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  having  seen,  but  the  two  pipe-bends  spoken  of  I  saw  lying  in  front  of  the  machinery -shed 
on  that  part  of  the  yard  known  as  the  new  purchase.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date, 
bat  I  believe  it  was  as  late  as  the  latter  part  of  September,  and  I  missed  them  from  that 
place  on  the  18th  of  October.  The  pieces  missing  being  too  large  for  any  person  to  carry  out 
of  the  yard,  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  they  were  taken  out  of  the  yard  by  some  one  or 
more  of  the  many  wagons  that  were  employed  by  purchasers  of  material  in  the  yard  or  by 
some  one  or  more  of  the  teams  employed  by  contractors  in  removing  stores,  buildings,  ma* 
chinery,  &.c.,  from  the  yard  to  League  Island.  In  conformity  with  instructions  of  the  board 
I  have  visited  Messrs.  Seyfert,  McManus  «&  Co.,  in  company  with  the  directors  of  the  yard, 
and  was  informed  that  nothing  but  iron  had  been  delivered  to  them.  They  took  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  material  at  the  dififerent  railway  depots  and  warehouses  in  the  city  from  which  they 
were  to  be  shipped  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  Reading,  New  York,  and  other  points. 
But  among  their  invoices  there  is  nothing  of  the  nature  of  brass  or  copper,  and  Mr.  McKay, 
contractor,  denies  having  sent  any  of  the  material  of  the  above  description  to  League 
Island." 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  *. 

Q.  Is  that  all  thai  is  said  in  regard  to  visiting  that  store-house? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I 
know.  I  will  look  through  the  testimony  and  see.  If  there  was  any  time  in  which  I  ever 
did  exercise  more  vigilance  than  ever,  it  was  in  the  removal  of  that  yard 

Q,  Would  it  have  been  detrimental  in  anv  way  if  the  Government  had  commenced  mov- 
ing its  departments  at  an  earlier  period,  either  by  their  own  employes  or  by  contract,  so  as 
to  nave  avoided  so  much  confusion  f — A.  I  think  myself  that  it  would  have  beeu  \.q  \.\\^  vckr 
tcrest  of  the  Government  io  have  taken  a  larger  time  to  remove  the  m&leuaX. 
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Q.  I  aHk  you,  was  there  anything,  in  your  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pre- 
vent it  from  havin{2^  done  that? — A.  Well,  that  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  AVas  there  any  necessity  in  the  public  service  requiring  such  haste  in  the  remorsl  of 
that  property  ?  In  othe^  words,  could  not  the  Government  have  postponed  the  sale  for  four 
or  six  months  so  as  to  have  allowed  plenty  of  time  without  any  confusion  in  the  removal  of 
the  property  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better.  I  do  not  know 
anything  further  than  that  they  wanted,  I  presiune,  to  build  up  Lieague  Island  navy-jsrd 
as  soon  as  possible. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Could  they  not  have  commenced  to  remove  this  material  six  months  sooner  than  tbey 
did  f  What  was  going  on  in  the  yard  that  would  have  prevented  it  ? — A.  I  du  not  know 
that.    It  was  done  by  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Why  could  they  not  have  commenced  on  the  1st  of  July  or  the  1st  of  August  ?~A.  I 
think  myself  it  would  have  been  better  if  they  had  commenced  earlier.  We  had  been  remov- 
ing material,  but  not  to  any  great  extent.  For  instance,  we  had  removed  the  anchors  and 
chains  some  time  before. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  the  hurry  and  confusion  incident  to  the  rcnoval,  state  whether,  in  your  opinion,  there 
was  not  great  loss  to  the  Government.?— A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  great  loss.  I  thiok 
there  was  some  considerable  loss.  I  looked  upon  that  as  incidental  to  the  moving  of  an 
establishment  of  that  kind.     There  must  uocosarily  be  some  lo>8  in  such  cases. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Supposing  you  learned  that  there  were  three  or  four  lighter  loads  of  composition  or 
metal  removed  from  the  yard  without  bttinor  weighed,  what  would  yuu  think  of  th*tt — A. 
Material  was  moved  to  the  scows  without  being  weighed. 

Q.  And  from  the  scows  to  some  other  part  of  the  city  rather  than  to  League  Island  ? — A. 
No,  sir ;  taken  to  League  Island.     I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  other  matter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  to  what  extent  repairs  have  been  made  on  any  veasel  of  the 
United  States  here  within  the  last  three  or  four  years  f — A.  For  the  last  three  or  four  years 
I  happened  to  be  abroad.    I  was  off  in  1H70  on  a  foreign  cruise  until  January,  1874. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  come  on  duty  here? — A.  In  October,  1874. 

Q.  Since  that  time  to  what  extent  has  repairing  been  done  at  the  Pniladelphia  navy-yard 
or  at  League  Island  ? — A.  The  Quinnebaug  was  rebuilt,  but  she  was  pretty  well  under  way 
when  I  joined  the  yarl. 

Q.  The  Quinnebaug  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  contractor, is  she  not? — A.  Yes, sir;  to 
finish  her. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  other  vessels  repaired  to  a  very  large  extent  ?~  A.  In  addition  to 
that  the  Constitution  is  now  over  at  Wood  &  Dialogue's  being  finished. 

Q.  Were  there  any  very  extensive  repairs  done  to  her  at  the  yard  ? — A.  They  planked  her 
up.  We  made  some  of  her  masts  in  the  rough,  whtch  are  now  down  at  League  Island. 
They  want  banding.   We  made  some  of  her  rigging  and  sails. 

Q.  State  if  the  contractors  at  work  on  the  Quinnebaug  and  Constitution  got  their  material 
from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  furnished  them  from  the  navy-yard.  The  G^ov- 
emment  furnishes  the  material  and  they  do  the  work. 

Q.  I  am  reaching  this  point :  Inasmuch  as  it  seems  to  have  been  the  policy  of  the  Navy 
Department  to  put  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Koach,  Cramp  dc  Son,  Neatie  Hi.  Levy,  Wood 
«&  Dialogue,  and  others,  the  repair  of  vessels,  what  use  is  there  to  the  Government  in  main- 
taining a  navy-yard  at  this  point  ?  If  that  policy  of  the  Navy  Department!  8  to  continue,  is 
it  not  oetter  that  the  Government  should  cease  its  connection  with  this  navy-yard  7 — A.  I 
have  always  taken  the  ground  that  the  Government  should  do  its  own  work  at  its  navy- 
yards. 

Q.  But  if  it  fails  to  do  that  ought  it  not  to  sell  out  its  navy-yards  ? — A.  It  ought  not  to 
employ  contractors  to  do  any  work  of  the  Government. 

Q.  I  say  if  it  fails,  ought  it  not  then  to  sell  out  its  navy-yard? — A.  I  should  b|  very 
sorry  to  see  our  navy-yard  closed  up  and  the  work  given  to  contractors. 

Q.  I  ask  yon  if  this  matter  of  employing  outside  contractors  is  pursued,  is  it  not  then  the 
policy  of  the  Government  to  cease  its  connection  with  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  have  iti  work  done  by  contractors. 

Q.  If  the  Government  maintains  a  navy-yard,  of  course  it  must  be  at  an  expense  to  the 
Government  ? — A.  It  necessarily  would  be. 

Q.  Being  an  expense  to  the  Government  if  it  does  not  do  any  work  at  it,  but  gets  the  work 
done  outside,  it  ought  to  stop  that  expense,  ought  it  not  f — A.  O,  if  they  are  not  going  to  do 
any  work  at  all  in  a  navy-yard,  I  should  close  it  up  for  the  time  being  at  any  rate. 

Q.  You  are  in  command  now  at  League  Island  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  Government  there  in  its  workshops,  docks,  &c.,  prepared  to  build  and  to  make  ex. 
tcDbive  repairs  upon  vessels!— A.  T\iwfe\i8k*  \i««Ti  liQXVivcv^  doue  «.t  that  navy -yard  excep^ 
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building,  and  that  building  ceased  before  I  took  command  of  the  yard.     No  ship  has  been 
fitted  out  there.    We  have  no  facilities  for  that  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  State  whether  there  is  any  necessity  for  the  accumulation  of  supplies,  materials,  stores, 
Ac,  at  Leajrue  Island  f — A.  I  should  say  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  have  a  few  stores  there 
until  the  yard  becomes  a  navy-yard  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  I  would  only  have  a  few 
stores  there.  There  are  not  a  great  many.  Occasionally  vessels  of  war  come  here  to  be 
supplied.  For  instance,  the  receiving-ship  Potomac  gets  her  stores  from  us,  and  -i  <  v  a 
then  we  have  a  man-of-war  up  here,  but  the  stores  down  there  amount  to  but  very  little. 
There  is  considerable  machinery  there  which  will  be  used  when  they  finish  their  building, 
which  is  in  an  incomplete  condition  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  the  accumulation  of  a  large  quantity  of  white-oak  timber  f — 
A.  White-oak  timber  is  an  article  which  is  scarce,  I  believe.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  collect  that  whenever  they  could  get  hold  of  it. 

Q.  Your  means  of  storing  it  are  good,  are  they  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  are  good  at  League 
Island. 

Q.  Is  that  so  as  to  lumber ' — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  plenty  of  ship- houses  and  timber-sheds? — A.  We  have  one  ship-house 
where  we  can  stow  a  good  deal,  and  we  could  build  temporary  sheds,  but  there  is  not  much 
timber  there,  except  that  which  is  in  a  sort  of  crib-dock,  and  a  good  deal  of  that  had  been 
brought  down  from  the  old  yard. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  how  much  money  will  it  take  to  make  League  Island  a  complete 
navy-yard,  well  appointed  and  well  protected  T — A.  That  would  be  very  difficult  now  for  me 
to  answer.  It  would  depend  very  much  on  the  number  of  buildings  and  docks  that  they 
would  construct,  the  dreoging  of  the  back  channel,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BuRLElGH: 

Q.  They  would  have  to  build  a  sea-wall  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  one  now  which  answers 
the  purpose. 

Q.  Would  they  not  have  to  raise  the  island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  ? — A.  About  4  feet. 

Q.  How  large  is  it? — A.  We  have  about  420  acres  of  land. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  that  A'iO  acres  of  land  would  want  to  be  raised  4  feet  on  an 
average  ? — A.  Twenty-eight  acres  have  already  been  filled  in  about  4  or  5  feet. 

Q.  Does  the  rest  of  it  require  as  much  filling  as  that  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  will  require  piling  ; 
that  is,  for  the  erection  of  buildings.  But  when  I  say  it  is  420  acres,  I  mean  that  we  have 
that  much  earth.  A  good  deal  will  have  to  be  filled  in  to  reclaim  it,  and  in  all  I  think  the 
island  will  contain  when  finished  about  950  acres. 

Q.  You  would  have  to  go  below  high-water  mark  to  reclaim  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  vou  would  want  to  raise  that  4  feet.  Have  you  ever  gone  into  a  calculation 
to  see  how  much  earth  it  would  take  to  build  a  sea-wall  around  9(K)  acres,  and  raise  it  4 
feet  ? — A.  I  think  I  have  it  down  at  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  land  would  not  amount  to  much  compared  with  the  cost  of  doing  that  7 
— A.  Now,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  the  committee  about  League  Island, 
although  I  was  opposed  and  always  have  oeen  to  the  removal  of  this  yard,  and  was  consid- 
erably prejudiced  against  League  island,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  that  can  be 
made  a  fine  navy-yard,  provided  you  spend  money  enough  there  to  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  connected  with  the  Government,  officers  or  employes,  who 
have  received  any  presents  from  parties  outside  who  were  contractors,  or  parties  dealing 
with  the  Government — I  mean  money  or  anything  else  f — A.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned, I  say  no ;  that  I  never  have  been  approached,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  man,  in 
the  way  of  a  present  or  remuneration  or  commission.  If  any  man  had  ever  approached 
me  with  any  intention  of  that  kind  I  would  have  reported  him  at  once.  During  my  whole 
naval  career  no  man  ever  attempted  that  with  me. 

Q.  The  question  is  not  as  to  yourself ;  but  do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  been  so 
approached? — A.  The  only  thing  I  know  is  that  about  the  time  of  the  launch  there  of  the 
Antietam,  or  the  Quinnebaug,  an  officer  there  received  a  present  of  a  few  bottles  of  wine 
from  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ? — A.  Lieutenant  Reeder.  When  he  mentioned  that  fact  to  me,  I  told  him 
that  he  should  not  have  accepted  it,  because,  although  there  might  not  be  anything  in  it, 
yet  it  might  give  rise  to  a  misconstruction ;  that  he  could  not  be  too  careful  in  his  inter- 
course with  contractors.  He  wanted  to  return  them,  but  then  thought  that  Mr.  McKay 
would  take  offense.  This  was  when  he  first  came  there,  and  was  about  the  time  of  the 
launch  of  the  Quinnebaug  or  Antietam. 

Q.  What  connection  did  Lieutenant  Reedei^  have  with  the  nav^-yard  at  that  time  ? — A. 
He  was  with  me  as  my  assistant  in  the  executive  department.  He  is  my  son-in-law,  and  lives 
with  me.    It  was  a  thoughtless  thing  on  his  part. 

Q.  Vo  yoa  know  of  any  other  instance  in  the  case  of  any  clerk  or  employ 6  of  the  yard  7 
—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  point? — A.  No,  sir  ;  if  I  liad  IyjotjX^  \ivi^  l«i- 
reted  it  out.     Reeder  seemed  to  he  very  much  worried  about  Ibat  maltet.  11v««a  «k\NaiW3i^V 
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lei)8  tbiog,  bat  be  was  youngs  and  inexperieDced,  apd  felt  a  delicacy  ia  retuming  a  tbing 
wbicb  bad  been  given  to  bim. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anytbing  about  tbe  relations  of  Mr.  Hartt  and  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Not 
any  further  tban  tbat  1  noticed  tbat  tbere  was  a  degree  of  intimacy  between  tbem. 

Q.  Did  tbey  board  at  the  same  bouse? — A.  I  understood  so.     I  never  have  been  tbere. 

Q.  Tbey  are  friendly  or  constantly  together,  are  they  not  ? — A.  I  have  beard  so.  I  do  not 
go  into  tbe  heart  of  the  city  much ;  but  I  have  seen  them  together.  I  saw  tbem  together 
to*day.   What  their  relations  are  I  do  not  know.    I  have  never  been  intimate  with  either. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  further  that  is  material  to  this  investigation  ?  if  so,  state  what 
it  is. — A.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  my  o£Bcial  intercourse  with  Mr.  McKay,  I 
believe  tbat  be  is  this  kind  of  a  man :  that  be  would  consult  bis  own  interests  very  much ; 
but  whether  he  has  ever  been  guilty  of  any  fraudulent  or  dishonest  act,  I  could  not  say  of 
my  personal  knowledge.  I  was  obliged  on  one  occasion  to  stop  him  from  carrying  on  work 
under  a  contract.  Mr.  McKay  had  a  contract  for  tbe  removal  of  the  remaining  timber  be- 
longing to  tbe  construction  department.  It  was  a  contract  made  by  order  of  tbe  bureau  by 
Commodore  Preble.  I  think  the  amount  was  $21,300.  When  Commodore  Preble  showed 
me  tbat  contract  I  expressed  my  surprise  tbat  so  large  an  amount  should  have  been  awarded 
to  Mr.  McKay  for  the  removal  of  this  material ;  tbat  I  did  not  think  it  was  worth  it. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  tbe  material  was  not  worth  tbat  sum  ? — A.  It  was  not  worth  tbat 
sum  for  the  removal  of  it.  I  asked  the  commodore  if  he  would  come  down  to  the  navy- 
yard  and  take  a  look  at  it  bimself.<  He  did  not  come  tbat  day.  The  next  day  I  walked 
over  tbe  yard,  and  saw  what  there  was  left  of  tbat  material.  I  was  accompanied  by  young 
Mr.  Rice.  Says  I,  '*  What  would  you  undertake  to  do  this  forf"  He  said  be  would  un- 
dertake it,  and  be  very  glad  to  have  the  job,  for  $10,000.  I  said,  **  Will  you  authorize  me 
to  state  that  to  tbe  commodore  ?'*  He  said  he  would,  and^  I  wrote  at  once  to  tbe  commodore 
and  sent  it  by  messenger.  Tbe  commodore  then  telegraphed  to  the  bureau,  and  wrote.  An 
order  of  the  bureau  came  to  annul  the  contract  with  McKay.  In  tbe  rncan  time  McKay 
bad  been  going  on  removing  material.  I  bad  orders  from  Commodore  Preble  to  notify  Mc- 
Kay of  the  order  of  the  bureau,  which  I  did  in  writing,  and  I  think  I  notified  Mr.  Hartt  also. 
The  next  morning,  when  I  went  down  to  the  yard,  to  my  astonishment  I  heard  that  Mr. 
McKay  was  going  on  removing  this  material,  notwithstanding  this  order,  which  he  acknowl- 
edged to  have  received  the  day  before.  That  was  in  the  afternoon  or  evening.  I  asked  bim 
if  he  had  received  the  order,  and  be  said  yes.  I  met  him  down  at  the  lower  end  of  tbe  navy- 
yard.  I  said  to  him,  '*  Your  orders  from  the  commodore  were  to  stop  moving  this  material : 
your  contract  has  been  annulled."  He  said  be  would  not  stop.  I  said,  **  You  must  stop; 
you  must  stop  instantly."  Then  he  said  he  would  not  stop.  I  repeated  the  order,  I  think, 
the  third  time,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Newell  and  somebody  else. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  was  bis  reply?— A.  He  said,  *'  I  will  not  stop." 

Q.  Did  he  put  any  other  condition  to  it  7  Did  he  make  any  other  remarks  ? — A.  No  ;  he 
put  at  defiance  all  military  authority  of  mine. 

Q.  Did  be  not  say  tbat  he  would  not  stop  for  a  Government  officer? — A.  He  did  not  say 
for  a  Government  officer;  he  said  he  woula  not  stop.  Then  he  said  afterward,  if  I  would 
give  him  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  so  tbat  he  could  discharge  bis  teams  or  unload  those  he 
bad  already  there,  that  be  would  stop.  He  asked  for  that  extension.  I  told  him  no;  tbat 
he  must  stop  instantly.  He  then  walked  off.  I  then  sent  for  the  officer  of  the  day  and  tbe 
captain  of  tne  watch,  to  instruct  the  watchmen  not  to  allow  any  of  the  working  parties  of 
Mr.  McKay  to  go  on  with  the  work,  until  tbey  received  further  instructions.  I  gave  the 
same  orders  to  tbe  marine  officer  also,  to  instruct  tbe  sentries  ;  and  with  the  view  of  carrv- 
ing  out  my  orders  I  authorized  the  marine  officer  to  put  two  additional  marines  over  the 
working  parties  of  Mr.  McKay,  in  order,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  these  orders  of  mine 
should  be  carried  out  to  tbe  very  letter  of  tbe  law.  That  is  tbe  force  whicb  I  resorted  to, 
which  has  been  so  magnified  in  the  papers  as  having  been  used  to  prevent  McKay  from 
working. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay,  at  this  time,  make  any  threat  to  you  that  he  would  do  anytbing  to 
you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  be  intimate  to  you  or  any  one  else  tbat  he  would  have  them  removed  ? — A.  I  have 
heard  a  great  many  things  tbat  have  been  said. 

Q.  I  mean  of  your  own  knowledge. — A.  I  have  heard  of  reports  in  circulation.  I  do  not 
know  who  told  me,  but  it  was  the  current  report  tbat  he  had  been  gunning  for  the  wrong 
man,  to  make  use  of  his  expression ;  that  instead  of  having  bad  Commodore  Preble  dis- 
placed, I  was  to  have  been  the  one,  and  tbat  a  mistake  bad  been  made.  Whether  he 
said  so  or  not,  I  do  not  know  and  I  do  not  care. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  was  stopped  ? — A.  There  is  no  doubt  about  tbat. 

Q.  State  if,  within  a  few  days  thereafter,  you  were  not  on  a  board  organized  by  Commo- 
dore Preble  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  labor  performed  by  Mr.  McKay. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr. 
Rice's  offer  of  $10,000  was  forwarded  December  14,  1875,  to  Washington  in  the  same  mail 
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Vith  tlie  provisional  contract  with  Mr.  McKaj  for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  material 
l)eloDging  to  the  construction  department,  to  which  a  reply  was  received  by  telegiam  the  next 
4^7,  the  15th,  for  Commodore  George  Preble  to  use  his  discretion  in  annuUinjr  the  contract 
^ith  McKay  and  awarding  it  to  the  lowest  bidder,  who  was  Mr.  Rice,  subject  to  the  ap- 
firoral  of  the  bureau.  That  was  done  by  annulling  Mr.  McKay's  contract  by  2.30  p.  m. 
the  same  day,  and  forwarding  Rice's  contract  by  the  evening  mail  to  Washington.  The 
following  day,  the  16th,  a  telegram  was  received  from  the  bureau  to  give  the  contract  to 
XcKay,  if  he  would  agree  to  the  same  terms  as  Mr.  Rice.  Mr.  McKay  theiv  agreed  in  a 
^written  contract  to  peHbrm  the  work  for  the  sum  of  $10,000 ;  that  is,  to  remove  the  remain- 
ing material  and  buildings  of  the  construction  department.  That  is  the  work  for  which  he 
wanted  $21,300. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  McKay  went  to  work  on  that  contract  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  until  I  stopped  him.     Mc- 
Jvay's  contract  is  as  follows : 

"Sir:  I  will  agree  to  remove  the  balanc«  of  the  material  beloDging  to  the  construction 

«3epartment.  now  in  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard,  to  League  Island,  and  place  it  at  such 

places  as  may  be  designated,  furnishlDgall  labor,  teams,  aud  lighters,  (the  Government  to 

faroish  the  towing,)  for  the  sum  of  $10,000,  and  will  further  agree  to  have  the  removal  com- 

?leted  on  or  before  January  1,  1876.     This  is  intended  to  cover  all  property  now  in  the 
hiladelphia  navy-yard  belonging  to  the  construction  department  which  does  not  pass  with 
tie  sale  of  the  yard,  which  the  Government  places  at  my  disposal  to  remove.'* 

After  be  had  made  that  contract,  it  was  given  to  him  by  order  of  the  bureau.  There  was 
tleo  a  board  ordered  by  Commodore  Preble  to  ascertain  how  much  of  that  material  had  been 
removed  by  bim  previous  to  the  annulliog  of  his  contract,  with  a  view  of  paying  him  pro 
rata.    The  order  to  the  board  is  as  follows  : 

'•  Commandant's  Office,  United  States  Navy-Yard, 

'*  Leai^ue  Island f  December  17,  1875. 

"Gentlemen:  You  will  please  examine  and  ascertain  what  material  belonging  to  the 
conatraction  department  was  removed  by  Nathaniel  McKay,  under  his  contract  ot  Decem- 
^r  14,  which  was  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  bureau,  until  he  was  stopped  by  the  non- 
approval  of  the  bureau  December  J 5.  You  will  specifically  state,  as  near  as  may  be,  how 
QiQch  and  what  proportion  of  the  material  was  moved  by  him  under  each  specification  of 
liis  offer  and  placed,  as  agreed,  at  League  Island,  in  order  that  a  fair  and  equitable  adjust- 
nieot  of  his  claim  under  that  contract  may  be  arrived  at. .  A  copy  of  his  offer  is  mclosed. 
''Respectfully, 

''GEORGE  H.  PREBLE, 
**  Commodore  J  Commandant, 
•Capt.  C.  H.  Wells. 
"Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt. 
"Assistant  Naval  Constructor  John  B.  Hoover." 

I  was  one  of  the  board,  and  as  I  had  differed  with  the  two  other  members,  Mr.  Hartt  and 
^h.  Hoover,  I  was  necessarily  obliged  to  make  a  minority  report.     That  minority  report  is 

M  follows: 

"Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  December  17,  1875,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you 
Ibe  report  of  the  board,  to  determine  what  material  belonging  to  the  construction  depart- 
ii^Qthad  been  removed  by  Mr.  McKay,  under  his  contract  of  December  14,  which  was 
^bject  to  the  approval  of  the  bureau,  'fhe  report  signed  by  Naval  Constructor  Edward 
fivtt  and  Assistant  Naval  Constructor  Hoover  is  of  so  opposite  a  character  that  I  could 
i^ot,  consistently  with  my  views  of  the  matter,  sign  it,  and  consequently  was  obliged  to  make 
^  minority  report.  The  last  paragraph  in  the  report  of  Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt 
^^  Assistant  Naval  Constructor  Hoover,  they  inform  me,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
aoswers  your  indorsement  on  the  letter  addressed  to  you  December  20,  1875,  by  Naval  Con- 
^tnictor  Edward  Hartt,  but  which  I  could  not  concur  in,  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  McKay,  to 
"^  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  did  not  remove  any  material  of  the  construction  de- 
^ment  to  League  Island  up  to  the  time  that  he  was  ordered  to  stop,  Wednesday,  Decem- 
ber 15,  about  4  p.  m.,  undei>  his  proposal  of  December  14,  not  approved  by  the  bureau.  I 
b^R  leave,  also,  to  make  the  following  statement  in  connection  with  this  matter,  which  is 
derived  from  information  obtained  from  you.  Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt,  Lieutenant 
^j'l^  and  daily  reports  of  construction  copied  from  log-book,  and  from  my  personal  knowl- 
^^i^'  The  Bureau  of  Construction's  letter,  received  on  the  i2th  instant  oy  Commodore 
^reble  and  copied  by  Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt  the  13th,  who  came  to  the  oflSce  of 
|bc  commodore  and  was  told  by  him  to  take  it  home,  and  who  said  he  would  take  twenty- 
™Qr  hours  to  consider.  Mr.  McKay's  proposal  was  submitted  December  14,  and  accepted  by 
bJm  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  in  the  commandant's  office.  South  Broad  street,  %\x\i\^^\. 
^  tbe  approval  of  the  bureau,  which  was  about  3  p.  m.  The  naval  coTvatTxxtlox,  Y»^>Nvt^ 
"*rtt,  states  that,  on  Monday,  the  13th  instant,  Mr.  McKay  commenced  uionAti^  mbXfti\«X 
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under  the  verbal  permission  of  Commodore  Preble.  He  also  stated  that  his  department, 
constraction,  ceased  work  on  Monday  eveninff  of  the  13th  instant,  and  that  for  an  hoar  or 
so,  his  men  (construction)  were  employed  with  McKaj^s,  but  is  not  positive;  it  might  be 
so.  By  referriogf  to  the  lo^-book  of  the  navy-yard,  containing  a  copy  of  the  labor  report, 
furnished  to  this  office  by  the  constructron  department,  it  was  ascertained  that,  on  Monday, 
December  13  1874,  there  were  employed  by  the  construction  department  IS^V  tc^ms,  and 
16diV  laborers;  and  on  the  next  oay,  Tuesday,  December  14,  there  were  employed  as  per 
log-book,  15  teams  and  176tV  laborers.  Lieutenant  Lisle  states  in  an  official  letter  to  me, 
dated  December  14,  1875,  that  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  instant,  he  had  been  told  by  As- 
sistant Naval  Constructor  Hoover  that  the  construction  laborers  under  Mr.  Ford  had  been  en- 
gaged in  placing  timber  on  a  lighter  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant.  This  establishes  the 
fact,  in  my  opinion,  that  for  Monday,  December  13,  Tuesday,  December  14,  up  to  at  least 
4  p.  m.,  [at  which  time  Mr.  McKay  had  been  authorized  by  Commodore  Preble  to  proceed 
with  the  work,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  bureau,!  very  little,  if  any,  of  the  work  of 
removing  material  could  have  been  done  by  him,  and  that  at  least  one-third  of  the  material 
had  been  moved  by  the  construction  men  employed  by  the  Government  on  Monday,  De- 
cember 13,  and  Tuesday,  December  14.  On  Wednesday,  December  15,  he  (McKay)  had 
been  notified  by  the  commodore,  in  his  official  letter  to  Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt,  that 
his  proposal  had  been  annulled,  and  that  he  should  stop  work,  which  he  (McKay)  acknowl- 
edged having  received  at  about  3.40  p.  m.  on  that  day,  December  15 ;  consequently  he  is 
only  entitled  to  receive  pay  from  the  time  that  he  commenced  work — on  the  morning  of 
that  day,  December  15--to  3.40  p.m.,  when  he  should  have  stopped  by  the  commodore*8 
order,  making  about  ten  hours'  work.  This  embraces  the  time  in  your  letter  of  December 
17,  for  which  the  accompanying  estimate  is  made.  In  closing,  I  desire  to  mention  that  Mr. 
McKay  declined  to  comply  with  my  request  to  furnish  me  with  the  number  of  men  and 
teams  employed  by  him  on  Tuesday,  December  14,  and  Wednesday,  December  15,  1875." 

I  now  refer  to  part  of  another  letter  addressed  to  Commodore  Preble,  in  relation  to  the 
quantity  of  timber  which  McKay  had  removed  : 

*' Mr.  McKay's  proposal  to  remove  all  material  of  construction  was  for  $21,300,  and  mj 
estimate  is  made  under  the  different  headings  and  computed  pro  rata;  and  I  consider  the  sum 
$1,912  fair  and  equitable.  Of  course,  the  work  he  did  until  your  order  to  stop  was  carried 
out,  Thursday,  December  1G,  at  about  11.30  a.m.,  is  not  included  in  this  estimate,  and 
which  work  he  did  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  against  your  order  of  Wednesday,  December 
15,  which  he  (McKay)  received  at  4  p.  m.  on  that  day,  but  disregarded." 

By  Mr.  JoNES : 

Q.  He  did  it  after  you  had  the  offer  to  remove  it  for  the  $10,000  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  this 
award  for  the  work  which  he  had  done  previous  to  the  annulling  of  that  contract  was  pro 
rata.  I  went  over  it  carefully  with  others,  and  ascertained  how  much  mati>rial  had  t>een  re- 
moved previous  to  the  annulling  of  that  contract.  Then,  when  Mr.  Rice  offered  to  remove 
it  for  $10,000,  McKay  said  he  would  do  it  for  that  amount. 

Q.  Was  that  before  McKay  commenced  ? — A.   No,  sir ;  that  was  the  day  he  commenced. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  was  the  award  made  by  Hartt  and  Hoover  ? — A.  They  awarded  the  whole 
amount.     We  differed  so  widely  from  each  other  that  I  had  to  make  a  minority  report. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  none  of  the  material  was  removed  from  the  yard  at 
the  time  the  notice  came  to  change  the  contract  ? — A.  He  had  been  removing  timber.  I 
think  McKay  claimed  to  have  removed  one  or  two  of  the  lighters  down  to  League  Island 
with  timber,  but  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  At  the  time  you  went  around  with  Mr.  Rice  and  he  proposed  to  do  it  for  $10,000,  had 
Mr.  McKay  then  removed  a  particle  of  the  property  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  had  removed  it 
down  to  the  wharf  and  laid  it  by  some  of  the  scows. 

Q.  Then  if  that  is  so,  your  log-book  is  not  worth  anything.  Mr.  Rice  made  his  propo- 
sal upon  the  14th  of  December,  did  he  not  f— A.  I  will  tell  you  where  the  mistake  was 
roa<?e.  It  was  made  by  CommodoreJProble  in  awarding  that  contract  to  Mr.  McKay,  based  a 
great  deal  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Hartt,  of  the  Construction  Bureau,  without  going  down  theret 


spared 
reference  to  this  particular  contract.  " 

Q.  If  I  understood  your  statement  correctly,  you  knew,  in  fact,  that  McKay's  proposal 
was  $21,300 ;  you  went  with  Rice  over  the  ground,  and  upon  ascertaining  that  he  would  do 
the  work  for  such  a  price,  as  has  been  named,  you  reported  the  tact  to  Commodore  Preble ; 
ho  immediately  thereafter  telegraphed  to  Washington  City,  and  from  Washington  City  the 
head  of  the  bureau  telegraphed  back  to  Commodore  Preble,  annulling  the  contract  ?— A. 
YeSf  air. 
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Q.  That  telegram  did  not  come,  however,  until  the  next  day.— A.  That  I  do  not  know. 
I  cannot  answer  in  regard  to  dates.  The  commodore  was  no  doubt  influenced  by  Mr. 
Hartt  a  good  deal  in  hi»  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  the  timber,  because  it  was  in  his  depart- 
ment, and  the  commodore  had  not  been  down  in  the  navy* yard  much  at  that  tiMe. 

Q.  At  the  time  Rice  made  his  proposal  to  you  in  the  yard,  when  you  and  he  went  down 
there  looking  at  the  things  that  were  to  be  done,  had  a  single  particle  of  that  property  been 
removed  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then  Mr.  Rice  was  making  the  proposition  upon  a  dififerent  state  of 
facts  from  McKay  1 

The  Witness.   Mr.  Rice  told  me  that  if  all  the  remaining  property  of  the  construction 
department  was  there,  he  would  do  the  whole  of  it  for  $10,000,  that  is,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.   That  is  to  say,  that  what  Commodore  Preble  accepted  at  |21,000  under  the  aJvice  o 
Mr.  Hartt,  Mr.  Rice  would  have  done  for  $10,000? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Adjourned. 


Philadelphia,  AprU  4, 1876. 
Captain  Claek  H.  Wells  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  For  what  purpose  is  the  Mayflower  used  at  the  navy-yard  f — Answer.  The 
tug  Mayflower  came  to  the  old  yard  some  time  in  the  fall  of  last  year. 

Q.  The  fall  of  187.5? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  before  the  winter  set  in.  I  think  she  came  from 
Norifolk  or  Annapolis,  and  I  don*t  know  which.  She  was  in  charge  of  a  mate.  Some  few 
of  the  articles  Belonging  to  her  were  landed,  and  she  was  then  taken  over  to  Wood  &. 
Dialogue's  to  be  repaired.  She  is  there  at  the  present  time,  and  it  is  the  intention,  judging 
from  the  official  letters  that  I  have  recently  received,  that  she  is  to  be  used  this  summer  for 
the  cadet-engineers  who  intend  to  visit  the  different  engine  establishments. 

Q.  Is  there  on  file  anywhere  among  the  records  of  this  navy-yard  any  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  her  repaired  by  anybody  f — A.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  order  of  that  kind 
in  the  office.  The  agreement,  as  I  understand  it,  was  made  by  the  bureau  in  Washington 
to  have  her  repaired.   It  did  not  come  through  the  office. 

Q.  There  was  no  survey  or  examination  of  the  Mayflower  by  any  board  organized  at  the 
navy -yard  1 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  mean  no  order  came  to  the  old  yard.  She  was  in  a 
generally  dilapidated  condition. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  No  order  came  requesting  you  to  have  a  board  appointed  in  her  case  T — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge.  I  know  that  if  there  had  been  a  board  ordered,  I  would  probably  have  been 
on  it.  Recently,  however,  an  order  came  for  Mr.  Hichborn  to  inspect  her  and  ascertain 
the  amount  of  work  done  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed.  Chief  Engineer  Newell 
is  superintending  the  repairs  to  her  boilers  and  engines.  She  will  be  ready  in  about  two  « 
weeks  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  amount  of  the  repairs  done  upon  her  by  this  firm  and 
allowed  to  this  firm  is  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  repairs  as  reported  by  the  constructors  7 
— A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  amount  which  Mr.  Hichborn  stated  to  me  as  his  appraise- 
ment or  valuation,  but  I  am  under  the  Impression  that  it  was  in  excess  of  the  amount 
these  parties  claimed. 

Q.  That  is,  his  estimate  of  the  repairs  was  in  excess  of  the  amount  they  had  contracted  to 
do  it  forf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  impression.  I  think  he  stated  five  or  six  hundred  dol- 
lars.    This  was  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  Apd  in  that  regard,  then,  the  Government  was  the  gainer  by  having  it  done  by  con- 
tract ? — A.  No ;  it  was  the  other  way.  Mr.  Hichborn,  in  his  conversation  with  me,  stated, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  that  his  estimate  was  less  than  the  estimate  of  the 
contractors. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hichborn  survey  the  vessel  and  make  an  estimate  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  went 
up  there  for  that  purpose  under  an  order  of  the  bureau. 

Q.  To  whom  did  he  report  the  facts  f — A.  He  reported  it  to  me,  and  I  reported  it  to  the 
bureau. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  remember  the  amount  which  he  reported  f — A.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that 
without  reference  to  the  data.  I  have  here  a  letter  which  I  had  written  with  a  view  of  hav- 
ing it  appended  to  my  testimony  taken  on  yesterday,  in  order  to  supply  a  certain  Qm\«av()Xi% 
It  18  as  follows : 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt  S 3  ^ 
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*»  Commandant's  Office,  United  States  Naval  Station, 

*'  Leagw  hlund,  AprU  J4,  1876. 

**SiR:  Puring^  my  examination  yesterday  before  the  committee,  and  which  was  chieflj 
conducte^by  Mr.  Burleigh,  I  omitted  to  mention,  in  answer  to  one  of  his  qnestions,  that  after 
dark,  at  which  time  I  generally  left  the  old  navy-yard,  there  was  an  officer  of  the  day  on 
duty,  and  who^e  instructions  obliged  him  to  visit  the  sentries,  at  intervals  during  the  nipht, 
posted  in  the  different  parts  of  the  yard.  The  captains  of  watchmen  had  also  special  oraers 
on  this  subject,  and  to  see  the  watchmen  were  at  their  posts  and  vigilant  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  particularly  in  warning  off  all  outside  boats,  whicn  were  not  permitted  to 
make  a  landing  even  in  the  day-time. 

'*  I  desire,  also,  to  supply  another  omission,  referring  to  the  character  of  the  force  employed 
in  the  old  yard,  that  the  two  political  parties,  republican  and  democratic,  were  nearij 
balanced,  such  being  my  opinion,  though  I  never  questioned  any  applicant  for  work  con- 
cerning his  politics. 

*'With  the  exception  of  the  marine  barracks,  the  stable  and  watch-house,  (temporary 
wooden  structures,)  all  the  buildings  were  torn  down, including  officers'  Quarters,  so  thej 
were  of  necessity  obliged  to  live  outside  in  the  city,  consequently  could  not  have  been 
quartered  in  the  yard  at  night. 

**  Heads  of  departments  were  directed  to  superintend  the  removal  and  reception  at  League 
Island  of  the  materials  and  stores  of  their  respective  departments.  Any  dereliction  of  duty 
on  their  part  in  this  respect,  coming  under  my  observation,  was  immediately  reported  to 
Commodore  Preble,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  old  navy-yari,and  who  continued  so 
until  it  had  been  removed  to  League  Island — in  fact  he  wan  the  responsible  officer. 

*'I  respectfully  request  that  this  may  be  appended  to  my  testimony,  and  which  I  regard 
as  important. 

**I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

"C.  H.  WELLS, 
**  Captain  United  States  Navff. 

**Hon.  W.  C.  WHITTHnRNE, 

'*  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  Cfirard  Hou§e^  Pkiladelphia." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  state  in  your  explanation  that  the  employes  of  the  yard  were  about  equally  taken 
from  both  parties  f — A.  I  should  judge  they  were. 

Q.  At  wnose  instance,  or  upon  whose  recommendation,  did  yon  understand  these  appoint* 
ments  to  have  been  made  f  Were  they  made  by  the  members  of  Cong^ress  or  by  the  eoitorsof 
organs  of  the  parties  f — A  In  reference  to  my  department,  of  equipment  and  recruiting,  over 
which  I  had  control  as  captain  of  the  yard,  I  carried  out  as  well  as  I  could  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  each  district  its  proportion  of  men,  sail-makers,  riggers,  and 
laborers.  In  several  instances  I  have  been  requested,  if  I  could  without  detriment  to  the 
service,  to  employ  men  recommended  by  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Charles  0*Neil,  Mr.  Chapman 
Freeman,  and  Mr.  Bobbins. 

Q.  Do  you  state  that  that  was  done  at  the  order  or  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f 
,  — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  it  nriyself,  having  in  view  the  usefulness  of  these  men,  and  not  qaes- 
tiouiug  them  on  the  subject  of  their  politics.    If  they  did  not  come  up  to  the  standard,  I 
never  hesitated  to  recommend  their  discharge. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  use  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav^  in  some  connection. 
In  what  connection  and  for  what  purpose  did  you  use  his  name  just  now  f — A.  There  was 
an  old  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directing  that  the  congressional  districts  shoold 
have  their  proportion  of  men  where  there  was  a  navy -yard. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  that  to  mean  that  the  proportion  of  men  shall  be  equally  divided 
between  the  parties  In  the  district  f — A.  As  much  as  practicable.  Whether  it  is  carried  oat 
I  do  not  know,  because  you  would  find  pretty  much  all  the  sail-makers  in  one  district,  and 
you  would  find  the  riggers  scattered  throughout  the  city ;  you  would  find  laboring  men  in 
all  the  districts. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Then  how  comes  it  that  you  look  alone  to  the  members  of  Congress  in  the  selection  of 
men  in  these  congressional  districts  f — A.  I  do  not.  These  men  would  go  to  the  members 
of  Congress.  It  was  customary  for  them  to  do  bo  ;  at  least  a  great  many  of  them  would  do 
so,  instead  of  going  to  the  officer  direct. 

Q.  When  it  came  to  Mr.  O'Neil's  district,  for  instance,  would  you  select  the  men' recom- 
mended by  him  ? — A.  Not  always. 

Q.  In  other  words,  suppose  that  in  Mr.  BandalPs  district  Mr.  Randall  had  recommended 
a  man,  and  Mr.  0*Neil  had  recommended  one  from  the  same  district,  to  which  recommenda- 
tion would  you  give  the  most  weight  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  a  case  of  that  kind  arose.  I 
think  each  member  of  Congress  would  be  very  particular  in  looking   out  for  his  own 

districk 
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ut  whose  recommendation  would  you  heed  in  the  esse  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  governed 
If  I  thought  the  man  was  a  capable  fellow  and  had  worked  in  the  yard  before, 
re  was  nothing  against  him,  I  would  take  him  in,  provided  there  was  work, 
hen,  if  you  were  looking  alone  at  the  capacity,  why  have  any  regard  to  the  congres- 
istricts,  or  let  that  enter  into  the  question  t — A.  In  order  not  to  produce  any  dissatis- 
among  them  and  to  prevent  members  from  being  importuned  and  written  to. 

Jy  Mr.  Burleigh: 

ippose  you  want  one  man,  and  Mr.  O^Neil  recommends  one,  and  Mr.  Randall  one ; 

mot  take  both  ;  you  want  but  one  ;  you  know  nothing  about  the  men.     To  whom 

ou  give  preference — to  Mr.  Kaudall  or  Mr.  O'Neil? — A.  I  think  I  should  be  some- 

fluenced  in  favor  of  Mr.  Randall,  although  I  differ  with  him  politically.  ■ 

hy  ? — A.  From  the  fact  that  he  never  pressed  the  appoiutment  of  a  man  when  there  IE 

)e  no  work  in  the  yard,  and  that  I  rather  like  him  personally,  although  I  do  not  know 

y  well. 

Sy  the  Chairman  : 

id  you  understand  that  he  had  any  special  or  particular  influence  with  the  Secretary  of 
y  ? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  had  sjme  personal  influeuce.     I  do  not  know 
wever.    That  is  only  my  impression — what  I  have  read  in  the  papers. 
ave  yon  any  impression  or  knowledge  formed  from  the  management  or  control  of 
iboutthe  navy-yard,  either  the  old  navy-yard  or  the  one  at  League  Island? — A.  No, 

0  jon  not  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  his  voice  was  potent  in  the  selection  of  men 

lavy-yard  f — A.  I  think  that  he  had  considerable  influence.     He  was  a  prominent  H 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.     He  towered  above  our  Representatives,  I  | ' 

a  that  respect. 

ad  did  tbe  fact  that  he  was  a  prominent  man  for  Speaker  give  him  an  over- 
iug  influence  over  his  colleagues  ^-^A.  If  a  man  becomes  prominent  and  is  selected 
sition  of  that  kind,  I  take  it  that  would  necessarily  give  him  more  influence  with  the 

that  is,  with  the  masses. 


Philadelphia,  April  20,  1876. 
K  H.  Wells  recalled  and  examined. 

\y  the  Chairman  : 

;ion.  Do  you  know  of  anything  material  to  this  committee  in  the  investigation  with 
t  is  charged  about  which  you  have  pot  already  testified  ? — Answer.  I  do  not. 
ykig  obedience  to  tne  regulations  and  laws  governing  the  naval  service,  should  prop- 
ich  is  sold  at  the  navy-yard,  whether  condemned  or  otherwise  be  sold  without  the 
dge  and  authority  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard  ? — A.  All  property  sold  at  a 
trd  should  be  sold  with  the  knowledge  of  the  commandant. 

will  suppose  a  case  for  illustration  :  A  load  of  plumbing  material  which  is  thought 
orthless  for  any  present  purpose  of  the  Department  is  directed  by  the  chief  of  the 
to  be  turned  over  to  any  one  at  its  value.  Should  not  such  an  order  come  through 
mandant  and  the  commandant  appoint  the  persons  who  should  appraise  its  value? — 
ainiy. 

that  was  not  done,  and  any  officer  of  the  Government  has  proceeded  to  appraise  it 
a  it  over,  without  the  kiiowledge  or  authority  of  the  commandant,  would  it  be  contrary 
gulations  and  laws  governing  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  I  should  say  so.  It  should 
uty  of  the  commandant  to  report  that  at  once  to  the  Navy  Department, 
ask  you  if,  in  your  position  at  the  navy -yard  at  Philadelphia,  you  had  any  informa- 
,t  a  large  quantity  of  plumbing  material  was  sold  and  delivered  to  Mr.  W.  Fleet 
-A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

ave  you  been  requested  to  furnish  to  the  bureau  at  Washington  a  copy  of  the  orders 
pon  you  by  this  committee  ? — A.  T  have  been  requested  by  Mr.  Hanscom,  the  chief 
lureau  of  Construction,  to  furnish  copies  of  the  papers  given  to  the  committee, 
ave  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  Mr.  Hanscom  knew  that  the  committee  had  called 
such  papers  f — A.  Excepting  through  the  Navy  Department.  I  had  informed  the 
y  of  the  Navy  that  I  had  been  requested  by  the  committee  to  furnish  books  and 
rem  1872  to  1876.  The  Secretary's  reply  approved  of  my  course  in  having  already 
^d  such  book  and  papers,  and  directe  1  me  to  give  to  the  committee  whatever  books 
>er8  might  be  required  by  them. 

L»a  regarded  that,  I  take  it,  as  an  official  duty  7 — A.  Yes ;  I  did  not  wish  to  take  the 
ibility  of  furnishing  books  and  papers  without  his  knowledge.  Of  course  I  considered 
tity  to  furnish  them  when  the  committee  so  requested.  But  when  those  original  books 
ten  left  the  office,  under  the  danger  from  fire  or  any  other  souiyse,  I  thought  tliObt 
etary  had  better  be  informed  of  it.  That  would  relieve  mefTomact\iig\x^QXim.^Q'v<t\. 
ibility  without  his  authority. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  jou  complied  with  Mr.  Han8Com*8  request? — A.  Partly.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  complete  all  the  copies  of  all  the  papers  which  were  faniished  to  the  committee,  bnt  tbej 
are  still  being  made. 

Q.  In  answer  to  the  chairman  you  stated  that  all  prop«*rty  sold  from  the  navy-yard  sfaonld 
be  sold  with  the  knowledfire  of  the  commandant.  Would  this  state  of  facts  malce  a  difference 
in  tbat  respect :  if  a  contract  was  made  with  an  individual  to  do  certain  work  for  the  Got- 
ernment  upon  a  vessel,  and  in  the  course  of  that  work  he  was  to  he  entitled  to  receive  certain 
old  material  to  be  reworked  into  his  new  job,  should  the  commandant  properly  have  coeni- 
zance  of  the  delivery  of  such  old  material  ? — A.  Yes  ;  that  should  be  communicated  to  aim 
by  the  bureau.  That  was  the  usual  course.  All  official  correspondence  of  the  bureaos  is 
sent  direct  to  the  commandant. 

Q.  You  think  no  such  exchange  of  nropertv  should  take  place  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  commandant  ? — A.  I  certainly  thiuK  toat  he  should  be  informed  of  it  and  should  have  a 
knowledge  of  what  was  going  on.  The  commandant,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  informed  of 
everything  that  is  going  on  in  the  navy-yard. 


Philadelphia,  AprU  14,  1876. 
Edward  Hartt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  State  your  position  in  the  United  States  Navy. — Answer.  I  am  naval  con* 
structor,  with  the  relative  rank  of  captain,  and  am  the  senior  constructor  in  the  service. 

Q.  You  have  been  connected  with  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard f — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  the  last 
two  and  a  half  years. 

Q.  Prior  to  that  time  what  duty  were  you  upon  7— A.  Immediately  prior  to  that  I  was  on 
temporary  duty  with  the  bureau,  writing  speci 6 cations. 

Q.  And  prior  to  that  time  what  was  your  station  f — A.  I  was  down  in  New  Orleans.  Im- 
mediately previous  to  that,  or  during  the  time  I  was  with  the  bureau,  I  went  with  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  on  a  trip  of  survey  to  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans.  Previous  to  the  time  I  was 
attached  to  the  bureau  I  was  in  the  swamps  of  Louisiana  getting  live-oak. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  employed  in  the  live-oak  husinessf — A.  About  seven  and  a  half 
months. 

Q.  Immediately  preceding  that  you  were  at  Mare  Island,  were  you  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  stationed  at  Mare  Island  f — A.  From  July,  1869,  to  December, 
1870,  or  January,  1871,  I  forget  which. 

Q.  Commencing  at  the  time  that  you  were  assigned  to  duty  in  Louisiana  inspecting  lire- 
oak  timber,  state  to  the  committee  who  was  the  contractor  furnishing  that  live-oak  timber. 
— A.  The  immediate  contractor  was  J.  Bigler,  but  I  believe  it  was  a  contract  held  by  S.P. 
Brown,  and  Bigler  was  the  man  who  furnished  it  for  Brown.  Of  that  I  am.  not  positive, 
however.     It  was  S  P.  Brown's  contract  and  Bigler  was  filling  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  of  timber  agreed  to  be  delivered  to  the  department  on 
that  order  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  price  per  cubic  foot  that  was  to  be  paid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  was  that? — A.  It  amounted  to  $2.55  per  foot  delivered  in  California, 
although  I  am  speaking  from  memory  in  regard  to  that  matter.  I  think  I  have  copies  ol 
these  contracts.  My  memory  of  the  matter  is,  that  contract  for  the  timber  had  a  given  price 
if  cut  off  Government  land,  and  7  cents  more  if  cut  off  private  land,  and  then  the  freignt  to 
be  added  to  carry  it  to  California,  which  made  it  $2.55  a  foot  in  California.  That.  I  think, 
is  the  price. 

Q.  In  other  words,  the  contract  was  at  so  much,  and  then  the  Government,  in  effect,  paid 
transportation  to  Mare  Island  7 — A.  Yes.  My  memory  was  that  they  contracted  for  it  at  a 
certain  price  to  be  delivered  North,  and  that  which  was  to  go  to  California  was  to  have  the 
freight  added.    That  is  the  way  I  understood  the  terms  of  the  contract 

Q.  Those  contracts  were  in  the  name  of  S.  P.  Brown  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  by  an  arrangement  between  Brown  and  Bigler,  Bigler  tilled  them  for  Mr. 
Brown. 

Q.  You  were  detailed  or  ordered  by  the  Department  to  go  to  Louisiana  to  inspect  and 
measure  the  timber  previous  to  shipment? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  somewhat  extraordinary  that  you  should  be  required  to  inspect  and  meas- 
ure it  upon  the  ground  / — A.  I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

Q,  Is  it  not  the  rule,  usage,  and  regulation  of  the  Department  that  the  timber  shall  be 
measured  and  inspected  when  delivered  by  the  contractor  at  the  point  named  by  his  contract 
for  delivery  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  been  always  previous  to  that.  I  never  had  known  any 
other  rule  before  that. 

Q.  What  possible  motive  or  purpose  could  there  have  been  for  assigning  yoa  to  tbat 
duty  f— A.  That  is  more  than  1  cau  l^W  ^ou.  ' 
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Q.  Was  there  any  'advantage  to  the  contractor  or  disadvanta^  to  the  Government  in 
lequiring  joa  to  perform  it? — A.  There  was  an  advantage  to  the  contractor,  I  think. 

Q.  In  what  dia  that  advantage  consist  f — A.  He  got  his  certificates  and  appraisement  be- 
fore the  delivery.  He  had  the  use  of  that  money  a  given  time,  say  six  months ;  that  is  my 
anderatandtng  of  the  business,  although  I  do  not  know  anytliing  about  it ;  that  is  merely  an 
assumption.  I  would  be  glad  to  get  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less,  six  months 
before  it  was  due. 

Q.  Was  that  a  large  contract  f — A.  It  amounted  to  considerable  money.  I  forget  how 
much  timber,  but  I  think  it  was  about  60,000  feet,  if  I  recollect  right. 

Q.  1*  oUowing  up  that  timber  to  Mare  Island,  I  will  ask  you  if  the  quantity  of  timber  de- 
livered at  Mare  Island  was  not  larger  than  the  quantity  of  timber  that  you  inspected  and 
shipped  from  Louisiana  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledg^. 

Q.  What  information  have  you  on  that  subject  f — A.  I  was  told  that  it  was  larger  ;  it  was 
found  to  be  larger  upon  remeasurement. 

Q.  Have  you  anv  data  upon  which  yoo  can  furnish  this  committee  relitble  information 
as  to  the  quantity  that  was  shipped  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  furnish  you  with  the  exact  amount, 
every  stick,  and  the  sise^and  quantity  in  each  stick»and  the  object  for  which  the  stick  was 
cut.  I  found  the  book  yesterday  in  my  trunk ;  every  stick  was  numbered  and  entered  ;  if 
you  measure  all  the  timber  that  I  sent  out  there  without  inspecting  it,  you  would  find  more 
timber  than  I  allowed  tor.  Suppose  there  was  a  rotten  hole  in  the  stick  of  timber,  I  might 
say  to  myself,  that  would  make  a  good  lower  stem-piece.  I  always  had  with  me  the  agent 
of  Mr.  Bigler  when  the  timber  was  measured.  I  would  say  to  him,  '*That  stick  measures 
22  inches  across  the  face,  but  there  is  a  rotten  place  in  it;  I  will  allow  you  \8  inches  for  it. 
You  can  let  me  take  it  at  18  inches  or  send  it  North,  as  you  please."  I  did  not  allow  for  the 
defect. 

Q.  If  the  timber  actually  measured  more,  or  was  so  reported,  in  California,  what  reason, 
if  any,  could  be  assigned  why  that  was  so  f — A.  The  timber  did  notjmeasure  any  more  than 
I  allowed  for  it,  according  to  my  understanding,  and  according  to  the  custom  of  the  serv- 
ice, because  in  every  case»  invariably,  it  was  understood  by  the  agent  that  if  my  measure- 
ment was  not  satisiactory,  the  stick  need  not  go  to  California  ;  they  had  a  market  North  for 
it ;  in  every  case  it  was  satisiactory  to  the  agent,  or  presumably  so. 

Q.  Did  yon  separate  the  timber  so  as  to  distinguish  it  for  shipment,  that  waste  goto 
Mare  Island  and  to  other  points  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  marked  the  timber  first  cut  on  Qoveminent 
laud,  whether  it  was  cut  on  certain  parts  of  Grand  Lake,  whether  I  measured  it  in  person  or 
whether  my  assistant  measured  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  marked  any  defects  or  not. 
I  cannot  remember  that.  I  picked  out  the  frame  of  a  ship  first,  and  then  promiscuous  tim- 
baf.  Every  stick  belonging  to  the  frame  was  numbered  and  marked  in  such  a  way  that 
it  waa  understood.   The  promiscuous  stock  was  marked  **  P." 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  report  to  anybody  of  your  action  in  the  swamps  of  Louisiana  during 
the  time  that  you  were  so  inspecting  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  report  to  the  chief  of  the 
bureau  of  the  quantity  of  timber  measured  and  inspected,  and  aboard  the  ship.  They  had 
to  carry  it  forty  miles  at  sea  to  put  it  aboard  the  ship.   I  made  a  certificate  of  that  fact. 

Q.  May  it  not  have  been  that  timber  was  put  aboard  of  a  ship  going  to  Mare  Island  that 
yon  had  not  inspected  ? — A.  There  was  a  discrepancy  in  the  measurement  of  the  number  of 
sticks  signed  for  by  the  captain  in  one  case.  He  signed  for,  I  think,  two  sticks  more  than 
I  had  in  my  account.  How  they  got  them  I  do  not  know.  They  made  a  miscount,  or  I 
did. 

Q.  Is  that  the  extent  of  the  discrepancy  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  as  there  were  four  or  five 
sticks  missing,  which  I  have  also  a  record  of,  that  more  than  counterbalances  that. 

Q.  Then,  if  the  timber  increased  in  quantity  from  Louisiana  to  California,  would  you  say 
that  was  the  result  of  climatic  influence,  or  defective  or  fraudulent  inspection  at  Mare 
Island  ? — A.  I  will  say  that  my  inspection  was  correct,  and  that  there  was  not  any  amount 
of  timber  over  and  above  what  I  measured  there,  because  I  had  no  disposition  and  no  desire 
to  cheat  the  contractor.  I  wanted  to  do  what  was  fair  and  right  by  him.  He  was  at  my 
elbow  invariably,  or  his  agent.   He  had  a  desire  and  an  intention  to  cheat  me  ;  that  I  know. 

Q.  You  say  you  know  that  f — ^A.  Yes  ;  I  know  it. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  f — A.  I  know  I  measured  one  tremendous  large  stick,  and  did 
not  require  him  to  cant  it  over,  and  when  I  went  to  bed  that  night  in  the  shanty,  my 
assistant  heard  them  talking  to  each  other,  asking  if  they  had  got  the  stick  aboard,  and 
whether  I  had  seen  it  or  not   The  boss  said  he  had.    The  next  day  I  went  and  examined 
the  stick  again,  and  found  a  big  hole  in  it.    I  sliced  about  50  feet  off  his  measure  for  it. 

Q.  You  judge  from  that  report  made  to  you  that  they  were  endeavoring  to  defraud  by 
concealment  or  otherwise? — A.  They  endeavored  in  that  case  to  prevent  me  from  under- 
standing the  condition  of  that  stick  that  I  had  measured  ;  and  from  that  time  out,  large  or 
small,  1  made  them  cant  all  four  sides  up,  and  that  put  them  to  the  expense  of   ten  or 
twelve  extra  men.    It  was  a  tremendous  large  stick  lying  up  on  the  Pij^on.     I  had  gone 
up  toward  daylight  in  the  morning  to  measure  it.     It  was  hot  weather.     It  would  take 
thirty  or  forty  men  to  cant  it.    I  asked  them  if  it  was  good  on  all  four  sides,  and  they  said 
yes,  and  I  measured  without  canting  it.   Mr.  Bigler  did  that  himself;  \t  Yiaa  iio\i  \i\«  «bi^\iX« 
I  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  hi3  agent.   Bigier  himself  had  come  down  lo  \.^«  «Yi«»vsi'^^  \.*^ 
visit  ns. 
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Q.  Another  advantafre  to  the  contractor,  resalting  from  your  beings  ordered  on  this  datj, 
I  submit  to  you,  was  that  he  was  relieved  of  the  expense  attendiuf^^  the  transportation  of  anj 
timber  that  might  be  rejected  thereafter;  is  not  that  so? — A  Certainly;  there  woold  be 
none  rejected.  It  was  already  inspected  when  it  went  aboard  the  ship ;  tnat  is,  nnlets  Utej 
remeasured  and  reinspected  it  entirely.  I  understood  that  there  would  be  no  rejection.  I 
understood  my  inspection  was  6nal.  I  gave  it  a  fair  inspection.  Where  there  was  a  reason* 
able  doubt  I  always  gave  the  benefit  to  the  contractor.    That  was  my  theory  in  the  matter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  similar  transaction  to  that  in  the  naval  service  f — A.  I  bsve 
know  nother  cases  Some  white-oak  timber  was  inspected  at  Newbnrgh  and  shipped  toCal« 
ifomia,  as  I  understood.    I  was  up  there  and  saw  a  New  York  inspector  there. 

Q.  Who  was  the  New  York  inspector  ? — A.  He  was  a  one-eyed  man  named  Storer. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  whether  that  timber  was  affected  like  the  timber  that  you  had  in* 
spected  ;  that  is,  increased  in  quantity  after  leaving  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Is  it  not  unusual  that  inspection  should  be  liad  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lumber  or  tim* 
ber  by  the  contractor ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  always  waited  until  the  articles  came' in.  There 
are  cases  where  things  have  been  inspected  in  extreme  cases ;  for  instance,  large  tools  set 
lip  in  Philadelphia.  I  inspect  them  in  the  factories,  because  to  set,  them  np  again  down  at 
the  navy-yard,  not  being  ready  for  it,  would  cost  considerable  money.  And  I  have  inspected 
them  in  the  factory  in  ninuing  order,  and  then  taken  them  to  pieces  and  boxed  them  np. 

Q.  I  mean  where  an  officer  of  the  Navy  has  been  ordered  away  from  his  regular  place  of 
business  or  duty  out  into  the  woods  for  the  examination  of  timber.  Is  not  that  anusnal,  in 
your  opinion  ? — A.  It  was  unusual  until  within  the  last  few  years 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  that  practice  and  custom  has  not  grown  np  under  the  present  head  of  tbe 
bureau  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  never  knew  it  to  be  done  previous  to  the  present  order  of  thin^. 

Q.  Without  multiplying  words  about  it,  is  it  not  a  system  of  favoritism  to  the  contractor? 
— A.  I  should  say  tliat  it  was, sir;  I  should  so  consid<'T  it. 

Q.  During  the  period  of  time  that  you  were  stationed  at  Mare  Island,  can  you,  from  mem- 
ory and  in  the  absence  of  books,  state  what  vessels  were  repaired  or  rebuilt  at  that  yardf— 
A.  I  can  state  several  of  them.  The  Pensaeola  was  the  largest  one ;  the  Saint  Marie  was 
fitted  out;  the  Nantasket  was  fitted  out.  There  was  another  vessel,  a  sloop  of  war,  whose 
name  I  cannot  remember  now. 

Q.  In  the  cases  of  the  Pensaeola  and  the  Saint  Marie,  state  whether  before  repairs  were 
undertaken  on  either  of  them  a  board  of  survey  was  held  upon  them  according  to  law.— A 
In  regard  to  the  SaiiiX  Marie,  I  am  not  sure.  She  was  partly  completed  before  I  got  there, 
therefore  I  merely  carried  her  on.  In  regard  to  the  Saginaw,  I  do  not  think  there  was  a 
board  of  survev.  They  came  in,  and  the  captain  of  the  ship  had  a  long  list  of  work  that  he 
wanted  to  be  done;  it  was  ordered  done.  In  the  case  of  the  Pensaeola,  there  was  a  report 
A  board  of  survey  had  b<^n  held  on  her  some  time  previous  to  her  coming  home,  and  the 
understanding  was  that  she  was  to  be  fitted  with  a  new  spar-deck  when  she  got  home. 
After  we  commenced  work  on  her  I  discovered  rot  and  defects  amounting  to  three  times  the 
work  first  ordered,  and  made  a  report  in  accordance  with  the  regulations.  I  reported  her 
berth-deck  beams  all  rotten,  gun-deck  beams  all  rotten,  her  clamps  rotten,  her  outside  plank 
rotten,  so  tliat  before  we  got  through,  instead  of  putting  on  a  spar-deck,  we  had  virtually 
rebuilt  the  ship. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  the  Pensaeola,  no  regular  board  of  survey  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the 
repairs  demanded,  or  the  probable  cost  thereof,  was  had,  was  there  f — A.  None,  to  my  recol- 
lection. I  think  the  circumstances  were  that  she  had  been  surveyed,  say,  to-day,  and  had 
gone  to  sea,  and  the  report  of  that  surv^  was  that  she  would  have  to  have  a  spar-deck  pat 
upon  her  when  she  returned ;  she  was  fit  to  go  six  months  longer.  When  she  came  back 
I  commenced  the  work  of  putting  a  spar-deck  on. 

Q.  You  are  aware,  under  the  law,  that  whenever  the  cost  of  repair  exceeds  the  sum  of 
$3,000  in  value,  a  certain  board  must  be  held?— A.  I  understand  that, sir. 

Q.  State,  since  the  year  1870,  a  single  instance  in  the  repairing  or  rebuilding  of  a  vessel 
where  that  provision  of  the  law  has  been  complied  with. — A.  It  has  been  complied  with, 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  state  positively  the  vessel  and  the  circumstances.  I  have 
been  on  board  to  survey  vessels  within  that  time,  I  think. 

Q.  Can  you  name  the  vessels  f — A.  It  strikes  me  that  I  have  been  on  such  a  board  as  that, 
but  I  cannot  name  the  vessel. 

Q.  Taking  the  other  side  of  the  proposition,  have  you  not  known  of  one  or  more  vessels 
being  repaired  whose  repairs  exceeded  the  sum  of  $3,000,  where  no  such  survey  as  con- 
templated by  law  was  had  ¥ — ^A.  I  know  of  vessels  where  no  such  survey  has  been  held,  so  far 
AS  I  had  anything  to  do. 

Q.  Where  f — A.  Both  at  Mare  Island  and  at  Philadelphia. 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  those  vessels  t — A.  There  was  a  propeller  called  the  Ossipee, 
that  went  to  sea  from  California.  The  Nantasket  was  commenced  before  I  got  there,  I  think. 
I  have  no  information  of  any  board  of  survey  being  held  on  the  Liackawanna.  She  was  at 
Mare  Island,  and  had  extensive  repairs  upon  her.  I  remember  the  Saginaw  had  also  no 
board  of  survey  held  upon  ber.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  boanrd  being  held  on  either 
of  these  vessels,  although  there  possibly  may  have  been. 

Q,  Upou  the  same  question,  1  uoyj  iuetx.  ^qmx  «A.\j^ix\.v^u  to  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 
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— A.  There  was  a  survey  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the  contractors  had  completed 
their  contracts,  and  in  that  survey,  I  thoug^bt,  and  think  yet,  we  about  covered  the  g^round 
in  reference  to  surveying  the  vessel  for  repairs.  It  amounted  to  about  the  same  things ;  ^Bcause 
there  is  always  more  or  less  to  be  done  to  a  vessel.  You  cannot  help  that.  A  man  cannot 
finish  a  ship  outside  but  what,  when  it  comes  to  the  navy-yard,  the  officers  will  want  some 
work  done  that  is  not  done,  and  it  has  to  be  done  to  keep  peace  and  quiet,  unless  the  con- 
structor is  placed  in  a  little  moie  independent  position  than  he  is  now.  If  he  refuses  the 
officer,  the  commodore  will  manag^e  somehow  to  fetch  it  around  and  have  it  done. 

Q.  Have  you  repaired  or  rebuilt  any  vessels  at  this  yard  since  you  have  been  here  ? — A.  I 
do  not  recollect  of  any  vessels  cominf^  here  and  being  repaired  and  refitted,  except  a  tug 
called  the  Pinta.  She  was  commenced  before  I  came,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  tnere  was 
any  survey  on  her  case  or  not. 

Q.  Who  has  been  doing  the  building  and  repairing  that  has  been  done  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  yard  f — A.  One  vessel  has  been  done  by  Neafie  &,  Levy. 

Q.  What  is  her  name  f — A.  The  Quinnebaug.  The  only  other  vessel  that  we  have  had 
any  extensive  repairs  on  is  now  at  Wood  4.^  Dialogue's  establishment  at  Camden,  N.  J. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  vessel  t — A.  The  Constitution.  Those  are  the  only  two  that 
you  can  call  building,  except  those  built  out  and  out  by  contract. 

Q.  Have  no  extensive  repairs  been  done  on  other  vessels  f — A.  Not  that  we  have  had 
here. 

Q.  Let  me  call  year  attention  to  the  tug  Mayflower. — A.  I  never  saw  her  or  heard  of  her 
until  three  days  ago.  Mr.  Hichborn  told  me  about  her.  I  never  knew  that  there  was  such 
a  vessel  in  existence,  and  never  heard  of  her.  Hichborn  asked  me  if  I  knew  her.  I  told 
him  not.  He  said  he  was  ordered  on  a  board  to  aiicertain  how  much  work  had  been  done 
on  her. 

Q.  Had  not  she  been  at  the  navy-yard  at  all? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  She  might 
have  been  there  while  I  was  away,  and  I  think  she  was,  but  I  do  not  know  it.  I  never  heard 
of  snch  a  vessel,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  until  two  or  three  days  ago. 

Q.  Then,  of  course,  you  were  not  upon  any  board  and  did  not  know  of  any  board  held 
upon  her  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  repairs  to  be  made  upon  her  ? — A.  No,  sir;   I  never 
knew  anything  about  it,  and  do  not  know  of  anybody  that  does,  except  what  Hichborn 
told  me  within  the  last  day  or  two,  and  part  of  it  last  night.        % 

Q.  What  other  vessels  than  those  you  have  already  named — having  had  repairs  exceeding 
$3,lKX)  in  value — have  been  repaired  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  since  you  have  been  con- 
nected with  it  7 — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that.  They  fitted  out  the  monitor  Manhattan, 
which  came  from  the  contractors*  hands.  We  fitted  her  and  she  went  to  sea.  I  could  not 
saj  that  that  was  repairs.  I  do  not  know  of  any  others  than  those  I  have  named.  There 
was  a  tug-boat  that  laid  here  during  the  Cuban  excitement,  which  we  fitted  out  and  made 
some  repairs  on. 

Q.  State  if,  during  the  time  that  you  have  been  connected  with  this  yard,  the  extent  of 
repairing  done  has  not  been  ot  minor  importance  either  in  fitting  out  or  completing  vessels 
as  they  came  from  the  hands  of  contractors,  or  repairs  that  were  made  necessary  simply  for 
the  continuance  of  a  vessel  already  in  commission. — A.  The  repairs  have  not  been  very 
ex^^nsive  to  any  vessel  except  those  I  have  named,  to  wit,  the  Constitution,  and  the  Quin- 
nebaug, which  was  partly  finished.  There  has  been  no  great  amount  of  work  done  to  any 
vessels. 

Q.  And  you  have  been  connected  with  this  yard,  as  I  understand,  since  July,  1873  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir.  There  have  been  no  vessels  coming  here  to  be  thoroughly  repaired  ;  that  is,  vos- 
•els  which  have  gone  out  of  commission  and  been  thoroughly  repaired. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time,  has  there  not  been  large  quantities  of  lumber  and  timber 
and  material  bought  for  this  yard  and  for  League  Island  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  Lately,  within  the 
last  year  or  eighteen  months,  there  has  been  quite  a  lot  of  oak  and  pine  timber  bought. 

Q.  Who  have  been  the  principal  contractors  in  furnishing  that  timber  and  lumber  7 — A. 
There  was  a  raft  of  yellow-pine  timber  which  came  from  Mr.  Wallace,  I  think.  S.  P.  Brown 
fiimished  a  large  amount  of  oak  and  other  timber.  There  was  somebody  from  Baltimore 
who  had  a  representative  named  Reed,  Loub,  or  some  siich  name,  who  was  the  principal.  S. 
P.  Brown,  I  think,  furnished  the  largest  quantity. 

Q.  Is  the  navy-yard  now  in  a  condition  for  immediate  building  or  repairing  of  ships  7 — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  When  is  it  likely  to  be  T — A.  I  would  not  venture  to  say.  It  would  take  a  long  while 
to  make  it  fit  for  a  ship-building  yard. 

Q.  What,  then,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  necessity  or  use  of  the  accumulation  of  timber  at 
League  Island  ? — 4.  It  is  well  to  accuaaulate  timber  to  season  it.  I  see  no  objection  to  that. 
It  is  better  seasoned  than  green,  it  oaght  to  be  water-seasoned  by  putting  it  into  the  water, 
if  they  take  proper  care  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Is  this  timber  in  the  water  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  built  a  large  timber-bin,  and  put  it  in 
myself. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Has  the  experience  of  the  Government  been  sach  as  to  warrant  the  accamnlation  of 
white-oak  timber? — A.  That  is  a  question  I  could  hardly  answer.  I  scarcely  know  what 
the  experience  of  the  Government  has  been  in  that  respect.  We  nsed  to  have  timber  years 
ago  properly  taken  care  of,  and  had  to  get  stock  on  hand. 

Q.  I  observe  in  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  from  year  to  year,  that  the 
decay,  so  to  call  it,  of  the  American  Navy  has  been  ascribed  in  a  measure  to  white-oak 
timber  and  green  white-oak  timber. — A.  Yes  ;  it  has  been  cut  green. 

Q.  And  that  the  chief  of  your  bureau  has  suggested  that  the  accumulation  of  timber 
should  be  of  live-oak  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  not  think  it  ought  to  be  altogether  of  liTe- 
oak.  The  frame  of  a  ship  should  be  of  live-oak,  and  the  planking  of  a  ship  of  white  oak.  The 
accumulation  of  the  two,  if  they  were  properly  cared  for,  I  think  would  be  a  good  thing.  In 
fact,  am  satisfied  that  it  would. 

Q.  Aret  he  facilities  at  the  yard  here  for  taking  care  of  timber  such  as  are  demanded  t— A 
No,  sir :  the  present  facilities  are  not.  I  wanted  to  build  a  proper  timber-bin  to  pat  the 
timber  in.  but  they  had  not  time  or  money,  and  tore  up  the  railroad-track,  and  inclosed  a 
space,  and  put  the  timber  in. 

Q.  Was  that  done  under  the  orders  of  the  Department,  or  at  your  suggestion  T — A.  At  mj 
suggestion.    I  wrote  a  letter  asking  for  authority  to  build  a  bin  and  put  the  timber  in. 

Q.  Is  that  a  water-bin  T — A.  O,  ves  ;  I  have  suggested  verballv  the  building  of  a  regular 
timber-basin  there,  which  could  be  done,  1  think,  very  cheaply.  The  yard  itself  being 
below  the  level  of  the  river,  all  that  would  have  to  be  done  would  be  to  dig  a  space  ont. 

Q.  During  the  period  of  time  which  von  have  been  there,  has  not  the  Government  for* 
nisbed  to  contractors,  who  have  taken  charge  of  the  work  of  building  or  rebuilding  vessels, 
material  from  the  yard  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  again  if,  in  one  or  more  instances,  the  space  in  the  docks,  the  tools  of  the 
yard,  and  the  materials  on  hand  have  not  been  furnished  by  order  of  the  Department  to 
such  contractors  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  other  words,  contractors  have  taken  possession  of  the  navy -yard  and  made  use  of 
it  under  their  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  has  that  been  done  f — A.  Well,  they  had  possession  of  pretty  much 
everything  we  had  at  one  time  in  the  way  of  tools  and  machinery ;  they  had  our  saw-mill 
and  ran  it  entirely ;  such  tools  as  we  had,  augers  and  such  things  as  that,  they  took  ad 
libitum. 

Q.  What  contractors  were  those  7 — A.  Williams  &.  Simpson  tore  a  vessel  to  pieces 
alongside  the  dock,  and  took  everything  we  had  in  the  way  of  mauls  and  hamrners.  I  do  not 
think  they  returned  them  all,  either.  We  always  had  a  growl  to  get  them.  Neafie  & 
Levy  had  use  of  them  in  completing  and  launching  the  Quinnebaug.  They  had  whatever 
tools  they  required.  Whatever  they  wanted  from  the  saw-mill  they  ran  to  it  and  got ; 
I  held  jurisdiction  over  the  engineer  and  fireman  running  the  engine.  I  would  not  let 
them  go  out  of  my  hands ;  I  made  a  sort  of  stand  on  that.  They  had  the  mill  and  ran  the 
saws,  and  cut  the  stufi'  to  suit  themselves. 

Q.  At  the  expense  of  the  Government  f  Did  the  Government  pay  the  engineer  and  fire- 
men f — A.  When  we  did  any  work  we  paid  the  engineer  and  firemen,  and  when  we  stopped 
our  work  entirely,  then  I  notified  the  contractors  that  they  must  pay  them  or  I  would  nave 
to  stop  the  mill,  and  I  think  they  paid  them  during  that  time.  They  made  an  arrangement 
with  them  to  run  extra  hours  even  when  we  paid  them.  The  contractors  worked  longer 
hours  than  we  did. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  the  history  of  the  Quinnebaug,  and  your  judgment  and  opinion 
as  to  whether  she  has  cost  the  Government  too  much,  or  over  and  beyond  what  it  could 
have  been  done  for  at  the  navy-yard.  In  other  words,  the  advantage,  if  any,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  she  had  been  built,  or  the  disadvantage. — A. 
When  I  came  here  I  found  the  Quinnebaug  three-fourths  finished,  or  more  than  that.  That 
WHS,  the  hull  in  the  ship-house.  We  were  doing  a  little  work  at  her,  but  the  force  was  re- 
duced until  everything  was  stopped.  How  much  she  cost  up  to  that  time  I  do  not  know.  I 
never  looked  particularly  at  the  amount.  Then  the  question  arose  as  to  contracting  the  ves- 
sel out.  I  heard  it  talked  of.  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  near  that  go  on.  I  was  fain  to  do  all 
that  I  could,  in  a  quiet  way,  not  to  have  it  done.  I  found  I  could  not  stop  it,  but  I  stood 
out  and  wanted  to  finish  the  Constitution  myself,  anyhow,  if  they  did  finish  the  other  by  con- 
tract. I  wanted  lo  finish  the  Constitution,  because  I  felt  a  personal  interest  in  her,  she  hav- 
ing been  built  by  my  grandfather.  Whatever  I  could  say  or  do  did  not  change  matters,  and 
the  Quinnebaug  was  contracted  out  for  about  the  money  I  estimated  (I  think)  we  could 
finish  her  for.  I  then  looked  on  and  saw  that  the  contract  was  complied  with  as  near  as  I 
could  ;  and  when  any  question  would  arise  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done,  I  referred  them  to 
the  specifications.  I  told  them  that  I  had  written  them  and  they  must  do  it  in  that  way.  I 
felt  as  if  I  was  overslaughed,  as  the  saying  is,  and  I  lost  all  interest  in  the  vessel  my- 
self. I  did  not  feel  any  pride  in  it.  I  did  feel  a  pride  in  the  Constitution,  and  hung  on 
to  her  until  the  yard  was  broken  up,  and  she  eventually  went  over  into  the  contractors' 
hands.  I  do  not  see  any  advantage  in  contracting  out  Government  work  at  all,  under  any 
circamstaucea ;  even  if  it  coat  more  to  do  \t  Vu  «h  Q(QN^ium^\i\.  i^^id^  I  consider  it  enough  bet- 
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'  to  make  the  difference.  If  I  build  a  ship  and  my  reputation  and  credit  are  at  stake,  I 
ink  I  can  build  a  better  one  than  a  man  who  builds  it  on  speculation,  no  matter  what  price 

can  fi^et.     If  he  is  allowed  to  speculate,  he  will  put  a  bad  plank  in,  if  he  can  shut  the  in- 
ector's  eyes,  whereas  I  would  not.    If  he  had  to  furnish  the  plank,  he  would  work  it  good 

bad. 

Q.  The  Government,  as  I  understand  from  you,  furnished  all  the  material  that  goes  into  those 
ssels  7— A.  They  have  in  some  of  these  cases. 

Q.  And  the  contractors  were  allowed  to  select  from  the  Qovemment  supply  ? — A.  Yes, 
- ;  but  if  they  got  out  a  stick,  and  got  it  half  out  for  instance,  and  then  found  a  defect  in 

they  wpuld  cover  that  up  if  they  could,  because  they  would  not  lose  that  amount  of  labor 
they  could  help  it.    If  they  were  furnishing  their  own  timber  they  would  use  it  anyhow, 
bereas,  if  I  found  a  defective  stick,  as  naval  constructor,  I  would  throw  it  aside.    It  might 
ake  it  a  little  more  costly.     Driving  fastening,  they  drive  slack,  and  drive  two  where  I  * 
}uld  drive  one.  but  I  would  discharge  a  man  if  I  caught  him  driving  a  slack  bolt. 
Q.  In  the  controversies  which  you  have  had  with  coniractors,  has  there  been  any  occasion 

appeal  from  your  decisions  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  Not  lately. 

Q.  Has  there  at  any  time  ? — A.  O,  yes ;  in  olden  times,  when  I  was  out  West,  during  the 

iT,  quite  a  number  of  appeals  were  made. 

Q.  I  mean  about  the  Quinnebaug  f — A.  No.  sir :  not  that  I  know  of.     There  was  on  the 

rt  of  the  engineers.     The  work  on  the  <juinnebaug  was  merely  finishing,  I  think.    The 

ijor  part  of  the  work  was  done,  and  the  timber  was  got  out.     It  was  merely  laying  the 

cks.   The  deck-plank  was  bought  all  ready  sawed,  and  the  ship  was  nearly  completed . 

lere  was  some  little  controversy  once  and  a  while  about  how  to  do  certain  work,  but  when 

ATould  see  Neafie  personally  and  tell  him  a  thing  had  to  be  done,  he  would  direct  his  men 

do  it. 

Q.  Who  had  the  contract  for  the  plumbing  on  the  Quinnebaug  7 — A.  A  young  man  named 

eele. 

Q.  Was  any  estimate  made  by  you  for  what  that  would  likely  cost  t — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that 

ecollect.   There  was  an  estimate  made  of  how  much  it  would  cost  to  build  that  ship,  I 

nk.    I  was  called  upon  for  that.     I  made  it  in  round  numbers  ;  so  much  for  the  hull,  but 

particular  estimate  for  the  plumbing. 

Q.  In  your  estimate  was  the  cost  of  the  plumbing  made? — A.  It  was  included  in  the  gen- 
U  bill.    We  do  not  look  upon  the  plumbing  as  amounting  to  much,  as  a  general  thing, 
is  a  small  matter  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  hull  of  the  ship. 
Q.  What  relation  is  Mr.  Steele  to  the  constructor  7 — A.  He  was  his  son. 
Q.  Were  either  one  of  these  contracts  open  to  competition  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.   They 

I  not  come  to  me.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  I  know  merely  that  they  were  g^ven 
t. 

Q.  Ought  it  not  to  have  been  done  through  you  f — A.  I  would  rather  it  would  have  been 
ne  through  me,  and  tried  to  have  some  of  them  done  throvgh  me. 
Q.  You  were  the  constructor  at  this  navy-yard  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  done,  as  I  understood  you,  without  consultation  with  youf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
ew  nothing  about  it  until  I  had  the  orders  that  there  was  the  contract,  and  there  was  the 
atractor  ;  that  he  must  be  allowed  to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  certain  instructions  were 
ren  as  to  how  he  should  be  furnished  with  materials  and  the  facilities  of  the  yard.  - 
Q.  The  Grovernment  furnished  the  material  and  the  facilities  of  the  yard.  State  whether 
3  sum  paid  for  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  Quinnebaug  was  under  or  over  your  estimate, 
cing  both  contracts,  the  plumbing  and  the  other. — A.  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  Quin- 
baug  exactly.  I  think  Levy's  bill  for  finishing  the  Quinnebaug,  if  he  finished  her  fairly, 
m  a  low  bill.  I  think  it  was  lower  than  I  estimated,  though  I  would  not  be  sure  of  that 
he  would  do  all  the  work  that  is  embodied  in  what  I  understand  to  be  completing  the 

II  and  get  her  ready  for  sea,  I  do  not  think  begot  any  more  money  from  her  than  it  was 
irth.  (^nerally  speaking,  when  vessels  of  that  kind  come  out  of  the  contractors'  hands, 
I  have  to  do  a  great  deal  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  any  question  arise  about  the  completing  of  the  hull  ? — A.  There  has  not  yet,  because 
i  has  not  been  turned  over  as  completed  yet.  If  she  has,  she  has  been  since  I  left  the 
rd.  I  do  not  think  she  has.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  much  done  to  her  since  she 
i  gone  up  there,  from  what  I  can  understand.    I  have  not  seen  her  lately.- 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  was  she  to  have  been  completed,  according  to  contract? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect 

%i. 

).  Has  there  been  more  than  one  contract  by  Neafie  &  Levy  on  the  Quinnebaug  7 — A. 

t  excepting  that  they  had  a  contract  with  steam-engineering  to  put  the  engines  in.     They 

d  a  contract  to  put  the  engines  in,  as  well  as  to  complete  the  hull.   They  were  two  separate 

itracts. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  much  that  contract  will  amount  to.  to  fit  her  ready  for  sea?—  A.,  "t^^^ 

;  I  think  they  wanted  to  make  a  third  one  to  do  that. 

3.  TakjD^  Aii  the  contracts  togetherf — A,  Judging  from  my  view  o£  l\i^  eaae,  \  NXvvc^\i 
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the  time  he  gets  her  done,  if  he  makes  a  third  contract,  he  will  receive  as  mach  monej  as 
it  would  have  cost  as  to  have  done  it. 

Q.  Is  that  inclusive  or  exclusive  of  Steele's  contract? — A.  As  I  have  said  before,  we  do 
not  count  the  plumbiuf-work  in  as  a  separate  affair  fi^enerally,  and  I  would  hardly  makeanj 
note  of  what  that  would  amount  to.  It  you  take  Steele's  contract  in,  also,  then  I  am  pretty 
positive  that  he  would  receive  more  than  it  would  have  cost  us  to  complete  it. 

Q.  How  does  the  work  on  her  compare  with  the  work  usually  done  in  the  yard  f  Take 
the  Yandalia,  for  instance. — A.  It  compares  fiivorably,  I  think.  He  did  his  work  very  well 
what  work  I  saw  up  to  the  time  I  quit. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  they  claim  that  they  have  completed  their  contract  l—k.  I 
have  really,  not  heard  anything  at  all  about  it  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  Has  she  been  inspected  by  any  officer  of  the  Government? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of; 
I  think  not.  I  understood  indirectly,  that  they  calculated  to  have  another  contract.  Thej 
took  bor  up  to  their  vard  with  a  view  to  have  another  contract  to  complete  her  ready  ior 
sea,  but  I  did  not  understand  that  he  claimed  that  he  bad  completed  all  that  he  had  already 
contracted  for,  but  that  there  would  be  work  that  he  would  contract  for.  I  think  he  is  right 
in  that.  I  do  not  think  spars  were  included  in  the  contract.  If  the  spars  are,  he  would  be 
entitled  therefor  to  more  monev.     I  think  they  were  excepted. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  the  contractors  have  ever  presented  any  claim  for  any  extra 
work  on  her  7 — A.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge ;  none  during  the  time  I  was  attached  to 
the  yard,  nor  was  there  anything  said  about  extra  work. 

Q.  If  now  completed,  or  reader  for  inspection,  or  so  held  and  claimed  by  them,  you  would 
not  be  called  upon  in  the  regular  line  of  your  duties  to  inspect  her,  would  you  7 — A.  That 
is  a  question  I  cannot  answer.     I  do  not  know  whether  I  would  or  not. 

Q.  You  are  detailed  from  League  Island  now,  are  you  not  f — A,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  ordered 
to  report  to  Admiral  Jenkins  for  centennial  duty,  and  am  supposed  to  be  on  that  duty. 

Q.  I  understood  vou  to  state  a  moment  ago,  that  you  were  directed  to  furnish  to  the  con- 
tractor material  and  every  facility  f-i- A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  understanding*  of  the  letter 
that  I  received.  I  interpreted  it  that  we  should  not  interfere  with  our  own  work,  and  once 
in  a  while  we  would  have  a  little  controversy  among  our  men  and  theirs,  as  to  who  should 
have  the  right  to  the  tools  first,  and  my  decision  was,  that  we  should  do  our  work  first,  and 
they  woukf  have  to  wait. 

Q.  Have  they  made  any  claim,  if  you  know  it,  for  detention  t — A.  Not  that  I  know   of. 

Q.  No  demand  for  damages  has  been  made  f — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  never  heard  that 
they  had  nor  ever  heard  anything  about  it  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  sums  of  money  being  paid  to  the  contractor? — A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  made  a  certificate  to  the  contractor  on  tne  Quinnebaug  or  not.  I  am  not  sure.  I 
do  not  think,  however,  it  is  possible  that  I  did  so.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it  in  my  mind. 
I  do  not  think  he  ever  applied  for  payment  up  to  the  time  that  I, left  the  yard. 

Q.  How  about  the  Constitution  ?  Materials  and  facilities  of  the  yard  were  also  furnished 
the  contractors  in  her  case,  were  they  not? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  put  her  afloat  before  I  quit.  She 
lay  alongside  the  dock  after  ^hey  sold  the  yard,  and  since  that  she  has  gone  over  to  the  other 
side.  Toere  are  no  facilities  to  be  furnished  at  this  yard,  but  they  furnished  material.  She 
is  up  at  Dialogue  &,  Woods. 

Q.  They  are  over  at  Camden  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  furnishing  material  to  these  constructors  from  the  navy-yard  it  is  done  so  here  at 
the  cost  of  Che  material  to  the  Government  f — A.  We  charge  them  at  whatever  the  material 
stands  on  the  books,  the  same  as  we  should  do  if  we  were  using  it  ourselves.  We  take  a 
stick  of  timber  marked  on  our  books  as  having  cost  25  cents,  and  we  charge  it  to  them  at 
that  price. 

Q.  They  are  allowed  to  come  in  and  select  the  timber  T— A.  They  come  in  and  select  it ; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  the  launching  of  the  Quinnebaug  f— A.  So  far  as  I  know  the  contrac- 
tor paid  for  it.  I  was  not  present  when  she  was  launched,  but  it  was  in  his  contract.  I 
never  signed  any  bill  for  the  launching  of  her,  and  never  heard  any  talk  about  such  a  thing 
and  never  saw  any  claim  for  it,  and  in  fact  I  never  heard  the  question  raised. 
^  Q.  Since  you  have  been  connected  with  this  yard,  have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  quan- 
tity of  iron  that  has  been  delivered  to  any  parties  by  order  of  the  department  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  has  it  been  delivered  7 — A.  It  has  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Boach,  and  Seyfert, 
McManus  &  Co.,  or  the  Reading  Iron  Company's  works,  and  Pennick  &  Co.,  and  1  think 
the  Phoenix  Mill,  although  I  will  not  be  sure  of  that,  and  a  small  quantity  to  Mr.  Noblit. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  give  to  the  committee  the  quantities  furnished  to  each  and  the  terms 
and  conditions  thereof? — A.  Not  without  referring  to  the  books.  I  can  say  in  reference  to 
Seyfert,  McManus  &,  Co.,  pretty  nearly  the  amount  delivered,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  made 
a  recapitulation  of  it  recently,  as  it  was  a  sort  of  muddled  affair.  There  are  already  ou  the 
books  about  four  and  a  half  million  pounds  in  their  case,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  iron  that  has 
not  yet  been  turned  in,  but  it  is  to  be  turned  in  when  it  is  weighed 

Q.  Where  is  that  iron  that  is  yet  to  be  weighed  ? — A.  I  think  that  is  down  on  Prime-street 
wharf,  I  believe  they  call  it,  or  something,  or  point. 

Q.  Ib  it  notQaeen-street  wboin — A.  Xoa;  m  «i  %VQit^Ai.Qivv&«v  Ui^te« 
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Q.  Id  a  PennsyWania  Railroad  store-house  T — A.  I  do  not  know  whathonse  it  is.  I  never 
saw  it.  It  is  somewhere  around  there.  I  have  heard  of  that  from  the  controversies  in  the 
newspapers. 

Q.  Do  von  understand  that  to  be  a  large  or  small  quantity  T — A.  I  think  there  were  200,- 

000  pounds  :  perhaps  there  maj  be  more.  They  tore  the  scales  up  almost  the  first  thing  they 
did,  and  the  question  arose  as  to  what  was  to  be  done.  They  said  they  would  furnish  sworn 
statements  of  its  weight.  Says  I,  *'  It  is  only  in  the  way,  and  if  it  stays  here  we  will  lose; 
it  might  as  well  go  that  way  as  any  other."  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  that.  That  was  my 
view  of  the  case.  The  yard  was  to  be  sold  out  at  a  given  time  ;  all  that  was  in  the  yard 
went  with  it.  and  whatever  we  could  save  off  of  it  I  thought  was  clear  gain. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  large  or  small  quantity  delivered  to  Mr.  John  Roach  f — A.  A  large 
quantity,  although  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  a  large  quantity  either  to  Mr.  Roach.  A  large 
quantity  has  been  delivered  to  Pennick  &,  Co.  Mr.  Roach  had  a  large  quantity  that  came 
off  the  Puritan  dowu  at  the  lower  end  of  the  yard.  There  was  a  large  amount  of  iron  on 
her  that  was  turned  over  to  him,  and  the  armor-plating  was  turned  over  to  Pennick  &,  Co., 
and  that  is  entered  in  the  books.  I  have,  however,  never  added  it  up  to  see  what  the  aggre- 
gate was.  I  did  know,  because  Seyfert,  McManus  6l  Co.^s  iron  was  paid  for.  They  were 
to  return  new  iron  for  it.     In  the  other  cases  I  never  received  anything  at  all  in  return. 

Q.  Do  you  know  upon  what  terms  the  iron  was  turned  over  to  Roach  and  Pennick  f — A. 

1  do  not  know  on  what  terms  it  was  turned  over  to  Roach.     I  do  with  Pennick,  for  the 
reason  that  Seyfert  &.  McManus  had  theirs  on  the  same  terms.    I  had  to  strike  balances  as. 
they  called  for  the  bills,  &c      I  have  been  called  on  to  make  a  report  as  to  how  the  case 
stood,  and  I  have  struck  balances  and  made  several  reports,  and  that  has  impressed  it  on 
my  mind. 

Q.  I  understand,  then,  the  case  of  Pennick  &*Co.  is  the  same  as  that  of  Seyfert,  McManus 
&  Co. — to  take  it  at  If  cents  a  pound  for  the  old  iron,  which  was  to  be  paid  for  in  new  iron 
at  8  cents  a  pound  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  understand  it  to  be.  There  are  some  por- 
tions, however,  that  are  to  be  exchanged  three  tons  for  one. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  know  what  it  is  in  the  case  of  John  Roach  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not 
recollect  that  I  «ver  heard  anything  about  it.  I  think  I  was  merely  ordered  to  send  the 
material  over  to  him,  and  that  I  did,  and  knew  nothing  further  about  it. 

Q.  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledgre  that  the  Amphitrite,  the  Terror,  the  Puritan,  the 
MiantoDomoh,  have  been  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  iron  upon  them  delivered  to  Mr.  John  Roach  7 
—A.  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  the  iron  on  them.  I  know  they  have  been  torn  to 
pieces.  I  do  not  know  that  the  iron  has  been  delivered  to  John  Roach.  I  suppose  that  each 
one  that  had  the  vesssel  torn  to  pieces  took  the  iron,  although  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Q.  Who  tore  them  to  pieces  f — A.  My  impression  is  that  the  Terror  was  torn  to  pieces  by 
Cramps.     Another  was  torn  to  pieces  down  at  Mr.  Roach*8. 

Q.  Was  thai  the  Puritan  T — A.  No,  sir.     She  is  an  iron  vessel.    She  lies  at  Mr.  Roach's  yet. 

Q.  Was  it  the  Miantonomoh? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  There  was  one  burnt  not  far  from 
Wilmington.  That  was  one  they  had  at  Harlan  &  Hollingsworth's.  I  went  down  and  saw 
her  burning.  After  tearing  off  all  the  iron  that  they  could,  they  hauled  her  there  and  burned 
her. 

Q.  Which  vessel  was  that  T — A.  I  could  not  say  that.  Putting  fire  to  her  was  the  cheapest 
way  to  get  the  iron  out. 

Q.  She  was  burned,  then,  designedly  f — A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  Which  one  of  these  vessels,  or  was  it  either  one  of  them,  that  the  iron  was  taken  from 
at  Boston  f — A.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  didn't  know  that  there  was  one  torn  to  pieces- at 
Boston. 

Q.  I  mean  the  outside  iron  having  been  tak/BU  from  her,  and  she  then  being  towed  around  to 
Mr.  Roach's,  to  Chester,  or  to  Wilmington  ? — A.  That  might  have  been  the  one  I  saw  burning. 
I  am  not  sure  about  that.  I  do  not  know  which  of  the  two  was  at  Mr.  Roach's.  I  knew 
they  had  one  there,  and  they  were  at  work  at  her  tearing  her  up. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  upon  what  terms  Mr.  Roach  obtained  his  iron  that  has  been  turned 
over  to  him  by  order  of  the  Department? — A.  No,  sir;  1  do  not. 

Q.  You  are  an  old  Navy-constructor, senior  upon  the  active  list? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  is  the  wisdom  or  good  policy  of  the  Department  in  making 
these  contracts  with  Mr.  Roach  and  others. — A.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  wisdom  or  good 
policy  in  it.  I  could  not  state  that  there  was.  My  impression  is  that  it  is  not  a  wise  pro- 
ceeding ;  that  they  had  better  do  the  work  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Are  yon,  from  your  position  of  experience  and  your  standing  in  the  construction  de- 
partnient  of  the  Navy,  able  to  tell  the  committee  by  what  autliority,  under  the  law,  vessels 
belonging  to  the  United  States  are  destroyed  T — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  where 
the  authority  would  come  from.  I  did  not  undei stand  it.  I  know  that  it  has  been  under- 
stood among  as  in  former  years  that  a  vessel  could  be  repaired  to  any  extent,  but  that 
she  could  not  be  destroyed  and  a  new  vessel  built  without  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Con- 

f'ess.     That  has  been  my  understanding.     Now,   as  to  knowing  the  law  on  the  subject, 
do  not  know  that  I  know  it.     I  always  supposed  that  it  required  an  act  of  Congress  to 
build  a  new  vessel 
Q.  Do  jou  know  of  anjr  material  at  any  time  rejected  by  you  Yr\i\c\iyf«A  ^IVfci'w^x^x^- 
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ceived  f — A.  Tee,  that  was  8ome  years  a^^.  I  rejected  a  lot  of  timber  belonging'  to  Mr. 
Bigler  some  years  SLgo  in  Boston,  and  he  subsequently  got  another  survey  on  it  and  it  was 
received. 

Q.  What  year  was  that  t— A.  It  was  1867  or  1868. 

Q.  Were  you  on  a  board  to  examine  the  Puritan  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  composed  that  board  7 — A.  Naval  Constructor  Fernall,  Mr.  Steele,  and  myself,  I 
think,  constituted  the  board, 

Q.  What  was  your  report  7 — ^A.  Our  report  was  to  the  effect  that  if  any  change  was  to  be 
made  in  the  vessel,  she  was  to  be  reconstructed  according  to  the  modern  style.  We  recom- 
mended a  modem  class  of  monitors  similar  to  thoi^e  now  being  built  ;  that  she  was  not  now 
in  her  present  condition  a  proper  ship  to  mount  turrets  on. 

Q.  Did  you  recommend  any  change  to  be  madet — A.  No, sir;  I  do  not  think  we 
did ;  not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  board  as  was  contemplated  by  law  ever  examining  into  her 
condition  and  reporting  upon  the  extent  of  repairs  necessary  to  be  done  upon  ber  T — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  If  any  such  was  held  you  have  no  information  of  it  7 — ^A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
such  board  being  held. 

Q.  In  the  lot  of  timber  that  you  received  from  Mr.  Wallace  was  there  any  difficulty  about 
that  or  about  the  price  7 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  you  first  made  out  the  bill  at  the  rate  of  55  cents  per  cubic 
foot,  and  that  you  were  subsequently  instructed  by  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  make  them 
out  at  65  cents  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  fact.  It  may  be  so.  I  think  I  wrote 
a  letter  asking  at  what  price  it  was  to  be  made  out  and  I  got  instructions  to  make  it  at  65, 
but  I  do  not  toink  that  I  made  a  set  of  bills  and  then  changed  them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  change  them  by  order? — A.  No,  sir;  I  nave  no  recollection  of  changing 
them  even  by  order ;  I  am  pretty  certain  that  I  never  made  a  set  of  bills  and  signed  them 
and  then  changed  them  by  order.  Possibly  I  did.  Whenever  there  was  anything  of  that  kind 
done,  I  always  indorsed  on  the  bills  in  red  ink  the  fact  that  it  was  so  ordered  by  the  de- 
partment. Whenever  any  purchase  was  made  by  order  of  the  department,  I  would  indorse 
on  the  bills  that  this  was  authoriied  by  such  or  such  a  letter.  The  bill  would  show  on  its 
face  the  autborify  by  which  it  was  contracted. 

Q.  State  if,  previous  to  August  7, 1875,  you  had  not  been  directed  to  permit  Mr.  Wallace 
to  store  timber  at  this  yard  subject  to  future  purchase  if  the  department  so  desired  f — A. 
There  have  been  such  orders  given,  but  whether  it  was  in  reference  to  Wallace  or  not,  I 
do  not  recollect. 

Q.  At  the  time  when  this  telegram  was  sent  which  I  now  propose  to  read,  I  ask  you  if  Mr. 
Wallace's  lumber  or  timber  was  not  on  the  yard  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  afloat  in  the  river.  It 
was  in  the  raft,  which  was  a  large  one. 

By  Mr.  BURI.EIGH : 

Q.  Was  the  raft  in  the  yard  f — A.  No,  sir ;  it  came  up  afterward  by  tow,  and  I  blowed 
them  sky-high  for  fetching  it  up,  and  I  made  them  take  it  back. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  telegram  reads  : 

'* August  7, 1875. — In  making  out  Wallace's  timber-bill,  please  have  them  in  two  seta- 
one  set  to  equal  about  $2,000,  one-third  of  this  amount  to  be  taken  from  each  of  the  three 
kinds  of  timber.'' 

A.  I  recollect  that  telegram  about  making  out  a  separate  set  of  bills.  I  was  away  on  a 
board  of  constructors.  I  was  here  when  this  timber  arrived,  and  recollect  all  about  that, 
but  I  do  not  recollect  this  letter,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  about  changing  the  bills 
was  done  while  I  was  absent,  by  my  assistant.  If  I  was  at  the  yard  at  the  time.  I  did  it. 
The  letters  are  addressed  to  the  constructor,  and  in  my  absence  the  assistant  would  open  the 
letters. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  receiving  a  second  telegram  of  that  date  t — **  The  bills 
for  the  timber  delivered  by  Wallace  will  be  made  out  as  follows :  Plank-stock,  46  cents  ; 
masts,  90  cents,  if  you  consider  this  a  fair  market-price.  I.  Hanscom  "—A.  No,  sir ;  I  do 
not  recollect  that  telesrram.  but  I  do  the  one  about  making  the  $^,000  bill. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  this  letter  of  Isaiah  Hanscom:  *'The  inclosed  bills,  two  sets,  of 
timber  delivered  by  G.  T.  Wallace,  forwarded  with  vour  letter  of  the  10th  instant.  No.  136, 
are  herewith  returned.  The  prices  for  the  mast-timber  and  plank-stock  are  correct,  but  that 
for  beams  appears  too  low.  There  was  an  error  in  the  telegram  of  the  7th  instant  to  you 
with  regard  to  the  price  of  the  beams.  It  should  have  been  65  per  cubic  foot,  and  not  55 
cents,  as  stated ;  and  you  will  please  have  new  bills  made  out,  with  the  alteration  of  65 
cents  per  cubic  foot  for  the  beams,  if  you  consider  that  ^  fair  market-price.  Isaiah  Hans- 
com."— A.  I  must  confess  I  do  not  recollect  that  letter.  I  know,  however,  if  I  was  at  the 
yard  at  the  time,  I  undoubtedly  received  it,  and  made  out  bills  in  accordance  therewith. 

Q.  This  letter,  addressed  to  Commodore  Preble,  is  under  date  of  June  11,  1875: 
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**  Yon  will  please  allow  Mr.  G^rge  T.  Wallace  to  land  15,000  feet  of  yellow-pine  plank- 
stock  at  the  Philadelphia  yard  or  at  League  Island  station — at  whichever  place  it  may  be 
most  needed. 

*•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  I.  HANSCOM." 

It  had  not  then  been  bought  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  no  knowledge  that  he  was  going  to  have 
it  there  until  the  receipt  of  that  letter.    , 

Q.  Was  that  landed  at  League  Island  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  brought  it  to  the  old  yard,  and 
we  picked  out  some  stuff  to  make  the  masts  of  the  Constitution  of,  and  sent  the  balance 
down.     We  picked  several  sticks  out. ' 

Q.  State  if  it  has  not  frequently  occurred  that  parties  were  allowed  to  store  their  lumber 
either  at  League  Island  or  the  old  yard  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  frequently.  I  do  not  know  of  a 
case  here.     I  have  known  it  done  east,  where  people  have  been  allowed  to  put  timber  there, 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  S.  P.  Brown  was  allowed  to  do  it  at  this  yard  t— A.  We 
bought  a  large  amount  of  stuff  from  him.  I  do  not  remember  the  fact  of  his  storing  it  there, 
previously,  however. 

Q.  Did  not  a  lot  come  here  at  League  Island,  and  was  it  not  afterward  directed  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  bureau  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  might  have  been  the  fact.  We  have  bad  orders 
to  receive  and  measure  timber,  the  bills  to  be  made  out  at  some  future  day.  I  think  we  have 
bad  cases  of  that  kind,  but  not  storing  it  on  a  man's  own  account. 

By  Mr.  JdNES : 

Q.  It  would  be  on  his  own  account  until  you  received  it? — A.  Well,  if  we  measured  it,  he 
would  know  how  much  there  was  of  it,  and  if  he  stored  it  there  without  its  being  measured, 
we  might  use  a  lot  of  it,  and  he  not  know  anything  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  commandant  by  the  chief  of  the  bu- 
reau, Mr.  Hanscom : 

"'  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  No.  12,  relative  to  a  quantity  of  about  23,000 
cubic  feet  of  whke-oak  timber,  offered  for  delivery  at  the  vard  under  your  command,  by 
Hatch,  Land  &  Co.,  you  are  authorized  to  have  it  landed  and  inspected,  with  a  view  to  its 
purchase  early  in  the  next  fiscal  year,  if  found  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  offered  at  the  low- 
est market-price.'* 

A.  I  recollect  that. 

Q.  That  was  to  be  stored  there  from  that  date,  February  12,  1875,  until  the  next  fiscal 
year  commenced  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  one  instance ;  but  I  view  that  in  the  light  that  we 
virtually  bought  that  timber. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  bought  it,  there  was  an  obligation  incurred,  was  there  not  1 — ^A.  I  under- 
stood so  ;  that  was  my  own  personal  view  of  the  matter. 

Q.  And  if  an  obligation  was  incurred,  it  was  incurred  out  of  an  appropriation  not  yet 
made  ? — A.  Well,  that  was  a  case ;  but  that  was  no  business  of  mine.  I  had  nothing  to  dp 
with  it.  • 

Q.  Would  not  that  be  contrary  to  law  f — A.  That  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  it  would.  I 
know  they  do  anticipate  appropriations  every  year  nearly,  and  have  been  doing  it  lately. 

Q.  They  have  been  anticipating  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  say  so  in  almost  all  the  work 
tbey  have  been  doing.  Very  often  a  contractor  comes  along  and  says,  '*  Well,  I  will  wait 
until  next  year  for  my  pay.'*     I  have  had  contractors  say  that  to  me  fifty  times. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  a  fact  that  it  was  done  T — A.  No,  sir  :  unless  this  case  was 
one  of  them.  Their  saying  that  to  me  of  course  had  no  effect.  I  could  do  nothing  but 
answer  them  that  I  could  not  make  any  arrangement  with  them,  and  that  they  would  nave 
to  go  tc  headquarters.  I  have  known  of  a  case  where  timber  was  allowed  to  be  stored  on 
the  yard  at  California,  without  any  reference  to  the  purchase  of  it  at  all ;  but  where  it  was 
stored  in  that  way,  with  a  view  to  its  purchase,  we  measured  that  timber,  and  went  through 
all  the  arrangements  ;  and  when  the  order  came  to  bill  it  we  were  ready  to  do  so  at  once. 
That  is  all  we  had  to  do  when  it  was  bought. 

Q.  Mr.  F.  M.  Gibbs  was  employed  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  place  as  a  pattern-maker  t — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  discharge  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  once  or  twice — two  or  three  times. 

Q.  For  what  reason  did  you  discharge  him  7 — A.  When  we  reduced  the  force  we  dis- 
charged him,  because  he  was  an  incompetent  man.  He  did  not  know  anything  more  about 
pattern-making  than  a  child. 

Q.  For  what  reason  did  you  discharge  him  the  second  time  ? — A.  For  the  same  reason, 
because  we  wanted  to  reduce  the  force.  I  asked  permission  to  discharge  those  ordered  to  be 
employed,  and  got  word  that  I  could  do  so ;  and  then  I  told  him  to  go. 

Q.  It  appears  by  an  order  from  the  head  of  the  bureau,  under  date  of  January  14,  1875, 
yon  were  directed  to  re-employ  him,  and  not  discharge  him  without  the  order  of  the  depart- 
ment f — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  received  orders  m  this  way  subsequent  to  that  date.   I  asked  IC  ib^«A 
employed  by  order  of  the  department  were  to  be  retained,  OT  co\i\d  b«  \uc\\x^«^  Vcl  >^<^  ^v^- 
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cbar^,  and  then  word  would  come  back  that  I  could  include  them,  and  then  I  would  dis- 
charge him.  maybe — bim  and  others  ;  and  then  an  order  would  come  to  put  him  back  again. 
That  book  does  not  contain  one  out  of  fifty  of  those  orders. 

Q.  State  if,  during  the  time  you  have  been  at  this  yard,  the  head  of  the  bureau,  Mr. 
Hanscom^and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  have  not,  from  time  to  time,  directed  you  to  take 
on  men,  and  designate,  at  the  same  time,  the  positions  they  were  to  fill  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  has  that  been  done  f — A.  A  great  number,  I  could  not  say  bow  many. 

Q.  Have  you  received  such  orders  in  what  I  shall  term  an  unofficial  manner  t — A.  No, 
sir ;  they  would  come  through  the  commandant,  but  they  would  always  be  written  in  a 
manner  that  I  should  consider  unofficial. 

Q.  How  f — A.  I  have  had  little  slips  of  paper  written  by  the  Secretary  sent  to  the  com- 
modore  with  the  Secretary's  name  on  it  directing  four  or  five  men  to  be  employed. 

Q.  Were  those  orders  dated  away  from  the  Department  f — A.  I  think  in  some  cases  they 
were  not  dated  at  all.  I  would  hardly  know  whether  they  were  or  not.  They  were  scraps 
of  memoranda.    They  were  sent  down  to  me  by  the  commandant. 

Q.  Were  thev  dated  at  any  of  the  hotels  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  Camden,  or  New 
York  7 — A.  I  think  some  of  them  were  dated  in  Camden.  I  do  not  know  about  Phila- 
delphia. 

Q.  Have  you  not  received  orders  transmitting  to  yon  lists  which  were  made  out  by  par- 
ties not  connected  with  the  Navy  Departiiient  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  who  said  that  they  had  the  authority  of  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  transmit  them  to 
you  ? — A.  I  never  received  those  lists  unless  they  came  by  authority  ;  they  would  bring  the 
papers  with  them. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  has  been  done  in  large  numbers  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  has  been  doue 
quite  often.  Some  Camden  man  would  come.  The  postmaster,  Mr.  Lee,  and  his  brother, 
and  Mr.  Robeson  had  their  heads  together,  and  would  have  a  list  of  names  and  then  give 
an  order  to  employ.  This  list  would  be  made  out  by  them,  and  the  men  would  know  it  be- 
fore I  received  it,  and  I  would  receive  it  through  the  commodore.  They  would  come  over 
and  want  to  know  if  the  names  of  such  and  such  parties  were  employed,  and  1  would  say 
no.  They  would  say  an  order  had  come  to  employ  them,  and  perhaps  a  day  afterward  or 
an  hour  afterward  a  paper  would  come  down  from  the  commandant  with  this  list  with  an 
order  to  employ  them. 

Q.  Have  a  number  of  incompetent  men  been  put  on  the  yard  under  such  orders  7 — 
A.  There  have  been  some  incompetent  men  not  qualified  for  the  positions  they  held. 

Q.  In  such  orders  they  would  be  directed  to  be  rated  as  skilled  mechanics,  when,  in  fact, 
they  were  not  such  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  this  patterormaker  was  one  of  them.  I  could  not  state 
the  cases  now,  but  I  had  joiners  and  blacksmiths,  and  shipwrights,  &c.,  and  then  I  would 
be  complained  about,  l^olks  would  come  to  me  and  say,  *'You  have  got  men  at  work 
there  who  are  not  joiners.*'     I  tried  to  cure  it,  but  could  not. 

Q.  Passing  from  that  subject  and  taking  another  that  is  suggested  by  the  correspond- 
ence, I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  a  contract  for  the  delivery  of  white-oak  knees  made 
with  Thomas  C.  Basshor  &  Company  7 — A.  There  was  an  order  to  receive  a  certain  number 
of  knees  from  them. 

Q.  That  was  done,  was  it  not,  upon  a  requisition  made  by  vou  7 — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  not  that  requisition  originate  with  you  f — A.  I  think  not.  I  do  not  recollect  ever 
making  a  requisition  for  knees.  I  might  have  written  a  letter  asking  for  knees,  but  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  made  a  requisition  for  them.  We  used  to  have  a  fashion  of  buying  knees 
at  any  and  all  times,  of  whomever  presented  one  or  fifty  knees  at  regular  given  rates. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  writing  that  you  needed  them  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  I  wrote 
saying  that  we  required  a  lot  of  knees. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  require  them  f — A.  For  the  Quinnebaug,  the  Antietam,  and 
the  Constitution.  The  Antietam  was  launched  without  being  finished  as  a  sea  going  ship, 
tind  was  just  kept  as  a  store*ship,  and  we  did  not  use  any  on  her. 

Q.  When  was  the  Antietam  launched  f — A.  Last  fall  while  I  was  off  on  that  board  of 
which  I  have  spoken  heretofore.  She  was  calked  and  put  overboard,  and  nothing  else  was 
done  to  her. 

Q.  When  was  the  Constitution  launched  7— A.  She  was  hauled  off  a  day  or  two  before 
the  1st  of  January.     She  was  hauled  on  the  dry-dock  to  take  her  off  the  yard. 

Q.  How  many  knees  did  you  state,  in  your  correspondence  with  the  bureau,  that  you  re- 
quired 7 — A.  I  did  not  state  how  many  I  would  require.  I  think  the  purport  of  my  letter 
was  that  we  ought  to  have  a  lot  on  hand ;  that  we  ought  to  have  five  or  six  hundred,  or  six 
or  eight  hundred. 

Q.  How  many  have  been  received  under  the  contract  with  Basshor  &  Co.  f — A.  I  do  not 
know  how  many. 

Q.  Were  you  not  notified  of  a  contract  first  of  500,  and  then  subsequently  of  one  for  8007 
— A.  I  recollect  800 ;  I  do  not  recollect  500. 

Q.  Was  not  League  Island  in  supply  of  a  large  number  at  that  time  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  there 
were  not  25  ftood  knees  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Had  not  a  lot  been  received  from  Washington  City  prior  to  the  making  of  this  contract 
with  Basshor  ?^A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 
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Q.    Had  Done  been  shipped  from  Washinfj^ton  City  here  7 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  How  many  knees  have  been  delivered  here  since  March,  1875 1 — A.  That  I  do  not 
know ;  quite  a  uamber,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many :  probably  a  thousand,  all  told. 

Q.  From  whom  have  they  been  received  ? — A.  Principally  from  this  firm  of  Basshor  &. 
Co.,  in  fact,  all  from  them.  There  was  another  party,  named  Joseph  L.  Savage,  who  had 
aathority  to  put  some  in,  and  is  now  putting  them  in,  I  believe ;  he  only  had  a  few. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  Orvil  Grant  called  to  see  you  iu  regard  to  knees  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  bring  a  letter  to  you  from  the  head  of  the  bureau  f— A.  He  brought  a  letter  of 
introduction,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  from  the  head  of  the  bureau.  I  forget  now  who  it 
was.  from. 

Q.  Was  it  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  Not  sir ;  it  was  some  friend  of  mine, 
merely  introducing  him. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  no  letter  from  the  head  of  the  bureau  in  regard  to  these  knees  7 — A. 
Not  except  official  letters  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  get  no  private  letter  from  any  one  7 — A.  I  did — a  letter  of  introduction  of  Mr. 
Grant,  and  another  man  with  him. 

Q.  Was  it  Ripley  f — A.  Yes ;  I  think  that  is  the  name.  It  was  introducing  me  to  both 
of  thera. 

Q.  Who  was  the  letter  of  introduction  from  t — A.  It  was  not  from  Mr.  Hanscom.  It  was 
from  somebody  whose  name  I  do  not  now  recollect.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  had  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hanscom  in  reference  to  Mr.  Grant  at  all — hone  except  official  letters,  and  they  did  not 
mention  Mr.  Grant*s  name.  Mr.  Grant  saw  me  several  times  on  the  subject  The  requisi- 
tion about  these  knees  has  just  come  to  my  memory.  My  letter  said  that  certain  knees 
were  offered,  and  I  asked  authority  to  buy  them.  I  think  that  was  the  way  the  letter  was 
written.  Some  one  comes  along,  for  instance,  and  offers  me  a  lot  of  material,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  it,  although  we  have  no  immediate  use  for  it.  Now,  when  they  are  offered 
to  me,  I  say  to  them,  '^  You  make  a  formal  offer  of  them,  and  I  will  write  a  letter  to  the 
Department  asking  permission  to  buy  them.'*  I  think  that  is  the  way  the  knee  question 
came  up.  I  think  lie  offered  these  knees,  and  I  wrote  a  letter,  saying  they  had  been  offered 
at  less  than  Government  rates.    - 

Q.  They  were  offered  you  by  Grant  and  Ripley  t — A.  Yes  ;  I  think  that  is  the  way  it  was 
done.     The  offer  is  in  writing,  and  ought  to  be  in  that  letter-book. 

Q.  State  if  a  practice  of  this  kind  prevails  among  contractois,  and  if  your  attention  has 
been  called  to  it.  A  contractor  with  the  Navy  Department,  iu  any  one  of  the  classes  in 
which  there  are  a  number  of  articles,  makes  his  bid,  we  will  say,  for  part  of  them,  in 
which  he  makes  a  very  fair  or  large  profit.  A  number  of  other  articles  are  below  the 
market-price.  The  rule  of  the  Department  being  to  take  the  bid  and  scale  it ;  that  is,  take 
its  average.  Then,  when  the  contractor  comes  to  fill  his  contract,  he  delivers  the  articles  on 
which  he  makes  a  profit,  but  fails  to  deliver  the  others  — A.  Very  often  we  have  trouble 
on  that  score. 

Q.  And  thereupon,  if  discharged  from  the  obligation  of  his  contract  by  the  Department, 
he  has  made  a  good  thing  of  it  7 — A.  We  often  have  trouble,  and  when  we  come  to  exam- 
ine into  it  we  think  that  that  is  the  case.  If  they  make  nothing  on  some  article  and  very 
much  on  the  others,  they  get  clear  of  delivering  the  losing  article  until  the  necessity  for  it 
baa  passed  away,  and  we  have  had  to  utilize  something  else.  We  have  probably  got  by 
our  work,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  without  it ;  and  then  when  the  necessity  bas  gone  we  do 
not  want  the  article. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  the  head  of  the  bureau,  and  ask  you  if  that  is 
one  of  that  kind  of  cases,  and  whether  you  have  any  recollection  of  it.  It  is  addressed  to 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  dated  April  14,  1875  : 

**  Sir  :  Mr.  George  H.  Creed  having  signified  his  willingness  to  close  all  uncompleted 
classes  under  his  contract  on  July  J,  1875,  you  will  please  nave  the  reservation-bills  made 
out  and  forwarded  to  the  bureau,  and  direct  that  no  more  deliveries  be  received  under  that 
contract. 

*•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•»I.  HANSCOM, 

*•  Chief  of  Bureau.'' 

A.  I  recollect  closing  the  previous  contract.  I  recollect  quite  a  number  of  articles  deliv- 
ered, and  probably  some  of  them  came  under  that  head.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular 
inconvenience  on  that  account,  however.  We  were  short  of  money,  I  think,  at  that  time, 
and  were  glad  enough  to  close  it  up. 

Q.  In  the  same  connection  I  read  to  you  another  under  date  of  May  24, 1875 : 

*'  Mr.  J.  W.  Bucher  having  signified  his  willingness  to  close  all  uncompleted  classes 
under  his  contract  on  July  1, 1875,  you  will  please  have  the  reservation-bills  made  out  and 
forwarded  to  the  bureau,  and  direct  that  no  more  deliveries  be  received  under  that  con- 
tract.-* 

A.  I  think  I  would  make  about  the  same  answer  to  that  as  I  would  Vo  Oi«  o\\i«t^  >\i%X  SS^ki^ 
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was  no  inconvenience  in  closing  his  contract  with  ns.  There  may  have  been  some 
there  that  he  would  lose  money  on  in  deliveriug.  I  think  not  to  any  great  extent;  bis  con- 
tract was  pretty  well  filled.  He  was  a  Washington  man.  He  put  in  some  bids  there  that 
he  lost  pretty  heavily  on,  I  know.  Some  articles  cost  him  five  times  what  he  coDtraded 
for.     I  do  not  think  he  made  much  on  his  contract. 

Q.  Who  was  the  inspector  sent  up  to  Delaware  to  inspect  the  knees  to  be  deliTered  bj 
Baishor  &.  Co.  t — A.  Mr.  Keen,  inspector  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  t— A.  Ho  is  somewhere  about  Philadelphia.   I  saw  him  the  otberdtj. 

Q.  Is  he  in  the  service  of  the  Government  at  the  present  time  t — A.  I  rather  think  that  he 
is  suspended,  as  everybody  is  suspended  there  at  the  present  time.  He  is,  however,  about 
here 

Q.  Under  date  of  July  19, 1875, 1  find  the  following  order . 

'*  Please  forward  to  the  bureau,  bills  for  reservation  due  Messrs.  Hyatt  and  Spencer  ander 
their  contract  of  July  1, 1874,  and  receive  no  more  deliveries  under  it." 

A.  I  recollect  that. 

Q.  They  were  large  contractors,  were  they  not  t — A.  They  had  been  ;  they  were  not 
then.  Their  contracts  would  not  amount  to  much.  They  were  about  as  fair  contractors  as 
we  had  to  deal  with. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  I  ask  you,  as  an  expert  in  the  business  of  contracts,  if,  in  the  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment, where  the  contractor  agrees  to  furnish  all  the  materials  and  labor  for  buildings  vessel 
except  the  live>oak  timber  for  the  frame,  you  would  expect  that  the  Government  ander  socb 
a  contract  would  get  the  frame  out  to  the  molds,  and  do  the  labor  on  it? — A.  Mostassnredlj 
not.  I  would  expect  to  furnish  a  lot  of  timber  from  which  he  could  mold  his  frame;  that 
is,  if  I  had  a  stick  that  was  not  crooked  enough,  I  would  find  one  that  was.  I  would  spread 
the  timber  out  for  him. 

Q.  It  is  understood  that  the  live-oak  timber  in  a  man-of-war  is  what  is  put  in  the  frame?-' 
A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Then,  if  the  contract  merely  stated  the  livp-oak  timber,  would  you  consider  or  not  that 
the  Government  was  to  get  that  timber  out  so  as  to  be  fitted  for  the  frame  1 — A.  I  merelj 
would  furnish  a  piece  of  wood  from  which  he  would  mold  the  frame  and  work  it,  either 
crooked  or  straight  timber,  as  the  case  might  be.  I  propose  that  thoy  would  pick  it  out  for 
themselves. 

Q.  Then  the  live-oak  timber  in  such  case  would  not  mean  anything  more  than  timber    . 
suitable  for  the  purpose  7 — A.   Suitable  timber  to  mold  the  frame  out  of.     If  I  had  a  pile  of 
lumber,  I  should  expect  them  to  g^  to  the  pile  and  pick  it  out. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  live-oak  timber  which  you  surveyed  in  Louisiana,  and  wbicb 
was  shipped  to  California,  after  it  arrived  there.  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  what  was  done  with 
it. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  California  when  it  came  there  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  since  it  has  been  there  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  yon  in  California  f — A.  I  left  there  in  the  spring  of  1871. 

Q.  Was  that  before  this  timber  was  sent  there  i — A.  Yes,  sir ;  long  before  I  went  to  tbe 
swamps  to  get  it. 

Q.  Is  there  any  live-oak  timber  on  the  Pacific  side  7 — A.    There  is  timber  that  they  <^^ 
live-oak.     I  have  had  some  samples  of  it,  but  not  any  quantity,  unless  what  Mr.  Webb  t^^ 
me  was  true,  that  he  found  it  down  in  Lower  California.     I  do  not  know  of  any  of  mjr  o^^ 
knowledge.   There  is  a  little  scrub>oak  that  grows  there  that  they  call  live-oak,  but  it  is  ^^ 
large  enough  to  be  called  timber.  . 

Q.  If  a  contractor  agrees  to  build  a  vessel,  at  whose  expense  would  she  be  launched  t-^  ^'. 
If  he  was  to  deliver  her  at  any  other  point  than  the  place  he  built  her  on,  I  should  say  t^* 
he  would  have  to  do  it  himself. 

Q.  In  the  absence  of  any  specification  in  regard  to  a  particular  place  of  delivery  f— A' 
should  say  that  he  ought  to  launch  her. 

Q.  In  a  contract  with  specifications  attached,  where  it  is  stated  that  the  work  should  ^ 
done  according  to  contract  and  specification,  would  not  everything  in  the  contract  a^ 
specifications  have  to  be  done  by  the  contractor  f — A.  I  should  sav  so,  unless  there  was  soi^ 
specification  m  the  contract  saying  excepting  this,  that,  or  the  other.  I  used  to  put  a  clau^ 
at  the  bottom  of  all  the  contracts  that  I  ever  made,  so  that  if  we  omitted  anything  th^- 
would  have  to  do  it  anyhow. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understood  the  contract  was  (2.55  a  foot  for  live-oak  delivered  at  Mare  Island  7— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  include  the  different  classes t—A.  No,  sir;  that  was  rather  muddled.  II 
was  $2.55  for  that  delivered  previous  to  a  given  time;  |2.50  for  that  delivered  after  thai 
time. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  that  mean  special  pieces  ? — A.  I  can  read  the  exact  contract  to  you.  It  is  the  Sr 
P.  Brown  contract: 

*'  The  Department  is  desirous  of  having  live-oak  timber  furnished  to  the  California  navj- 
jard  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  and  offers  to  pay  you  for  the  delivery  of  the  amount 
claimed  at  the  California  yard  $2.55  per  cubic  foot  tor  that  portion  delivered  within  seven 
months  of  the  date  of  this  agreement,  and  |2.50  per  cubic  foot  for  that  part  of  the  amount  de« 
livered  after  that  time.^* 

Q.  In  the  specifications  for  the  timber,  is  there  no  difference  in  prices  for  large  timber  and 
special  pieces  and  crooked  timber  T— A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  mentioned  in  the  contract  It  is 
not  mentioned  in  this  contract,  at  least : 

**  Your  proposition  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  navy -yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal.,  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  hundred  thousand  additional  cubic  feet  which  you  were  authorized  to  furnish  on 
your  contract  dated  April  28,  1871,5,000  cubic  feet  of  live-oak,  stem-pieces,  stem* pieces, 
aprons,  dead-woods,  &c, ;  40,000  cubic  feet  of  live-oak  nromiscuous  timber,  and  sided  12 
inches,  17  to  20  feet  long,  with  a  natural  curve  of  15  to  24  inches,  and  5,000  cubic  feet  of 
live-oi^  promiscuous  timber  sided  13  inches  in  length,  17  to  20  feet,  with  a  natural  curve  of 
18  to  24  inches,  all  to  be  of  the  best  quality  of  live-oak,  and  to  be  inspected  by  a  Govern- 
ment inspector  or  naval  constructor  previous  to  its  shipment,  to  be  insured  to  its  full  value 
for  what  it  is  worth  when  received  at  the  navy*yard  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government,  the 
policy  to  be  filed  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the  piece  of  such  timber  in  your  contract  to 
be  delivered  in  the  New  York  navy -yard  with  the  additional  cost  of  freight  to  California, 
lighterage,  and  insurance,  which  will  make  the  cost  of  the  timber  when  delivered  at  Mare 
Island  navy-yard,  $2. 55  per  cubic  foot,  has  been  considered  by  the  Department,  and  thought 
to  be  above  a  fair  market-price.  The  Department  is  desirous  of  having  live-oak  timber  fur- 
nished the  California  navy-yard  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  and  offers  to  pay  you  for 
the  delivery  of  the  amount  named  at  the  California  yard  $2.55  per  cubic  foot  for  that  portion 
delivered  within  seven  months  of  the  date  of  this  agreement,  and  $2.50  per  cubic  foot  tor  that 
part  of  the  amount  delivered  after  that  time,  pavmentM  to  be  made  upon  the  amount  shipped 
as  certified  to  by  the  naval  constructor,  and  when  the  insurance  policy  has  been  deposited 
in  the  Navy  Department. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      **I.  HANSCOM. 

•*S   P.  Brown  &  Co." 

That  came  with  my  orders  as  a  part  of  those  orders  and  instructions. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  vou  said  to  Mr.  Brown*s  agent  when  there  was  any  tim 
ber  that  you  rejected  that  vou  would  not  receive  it,  and  he  could  send  that  north  ? — A.  They 
were  shipping  timber  north  at  the  same  time,  and  when  they  were  not  satisfied  with  my  de- 
cision  or  measurement,  I  would  say  *'I  won't  take  that;  you  can  send  that  off;  you  can 
sell  it  there." 

Q.  And  they  did  so  7 — A.  I  suppose  they  did. 

Q.  Whom  did  that  timber  go  to  ?  —A.  It  went  to  Boston  or  New  York. 

Q.  And  to  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard  7 — A.  I  suppose  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
sent  any  to  Portsmouth.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  any  vessels  loading  there 
except  for  New  York. 

Q.  Did  you  not  require  as  good  timber  north  as  you  did  in  California  ? — A.  Yes  ;  but  I 
had  the  first  pick.  I  picked  the  timber  right  in  the  wood.  There  was  no  question  about  it 
with  me  ;  if  it  was  not  a  good  stick  I  would  not  take  it. 

Q.  If  you  had  been  buying  for  the  Government  would  you  have  selected  such  timber  as 
was  sent  to  the  New  Yors  navy-yard  for  Government  purposes  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  all  the 
timber  that  was  sent  to  the  navy -yard  at  New  York. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  always  gave  the  contractor  a  fair  inspection  accord- 
ing to  his  contract  with  the  Government. — A.  I  did, always;  and  did  justice  to  the  Gov- 
ernment as  near  as  my  judgment  would  permit  me.  I  gave  it  the  benefit  of  all  the  expe* 
rience  and  knowledge  that  I  had  myself. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  made  the  specifications  on  which  the  Quinnebaug 
was  completed  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  wrote  the  specifications  for  that  vessel  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  was  completed  according  to  the  specifications  t — A.  Up  to 
the  point  of  her  leaving  the  navy -yard  she  was  as  nearly  as  practicable. 

Q.  No  reductions  or  alterations,  or  changes  were  made  by  orders  from  the  bureau,  were 
there  ? — ^A.  None  that  I  am  aware  of  that  affected  the  vessel  at  all.  There  might  have 
been  some  little  change  made  in  the  deck-plan  or  hatches,  but  that  does  not  affect  the  hull 
of  the  vessel  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  estimate  to  complete  the  vessel  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  got 
it  with  me. 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  are  here  on  centennial  duty  7 — A.  I  am. 
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Q.  What  orders  have  you  received  since  yon  have  been  here  on  that  duty  t — A.  I  have 
received  but  two. 

Q.  What  were  they  ? — A.  One  was  to  visit  Chester  and  examine  the  Puritan. 

Q.  To  whom  were  you  ordered  to  report? — A.  To  the  bureau. 

Q.  What  duty  did  you  do  there  ? — A.  I  went  down  there  and  examined  her,  and  made  t 
little  estimate  of  her  weights,  and  one  thing  and  another.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
board  looked  at  some  of  tne  plans,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  what  ouf^ht  t)  be  doae 
with  the  vessel,  if  anything^,  and  then  made  a  report. 

Q.  Were  the  requirements  of  the  Government  such  that  they  could  not  commence  remov- 
ing the  Govemmeut  property  from  the  navy-yard  at  an  earlier  dav  f — A.  Certainly,  they 
could  have  commenced  removing  the  property  at  an  earlier  date  than  they  did.  I  do  not 
know  any  reason  why  they  should  not  have  done  so. 

Q.  Without  being  detrimental  to  the  Government  t — A.  It  would  not  have  affected  that 
question  at  all. 

Q.  Would  it  not  have  been  a  great  saving  to  the  Government  to  have  had  more  time  to 
remove  the  old  yard  to  League  Island  ?^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  there  need  of  two  assistant  constructors  at  League  Island,  or  any  other  yard  at 
any  one  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  at  the  large  yards  there  is. 

Q.  Is  there  at  League  Island  at  the  present  time  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  ther^  is  not.  I 
do  not  thiok  there  are  two  there  now.  There  is  one  acting,  perhaps.  Now,  if  you  come  to 
the  engineer  corps  you  will  find  eight  or  ten  engineers,  and  you  come  to  the  line  officers 
and  you  will  find  from  forty  to  fifty,  and  one  solitary  constructor  to  fight  the  whole  of 
them,  for  he  has  to  fight  them  all.  It  is  well  enough  in  a  yard  like  Boston  or  New  York 
that  there  should  be  two  assistants  to  give  them  a  little  show.  It  is  a  continual  pull  at  him 
all  the  time.  If  you  ask  the  officers  to  do  anything  they  won't  help  you  at  all ;  but  if  they 
ask  the  constructor  for  anything  it  has  to  be  given  at  once. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  one  bearing  his  name  on  the  pay-roll  in  your  department  who 
did  not  perform  any  duty  to  the  Government  while  you  were  connected  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  yard  t — A,  There  was  one  in  Washington  who  was  on  our  pay-roll.  He  per- 
formed duty  at  the  Department.  I  did  have  Mr.  Steele's  men  on  my  roll,  but  I  required 
him  to  furnish  me  a  certificate  of  their  time  each  month.  He  was  a  constructor.  He  had 
one  or  two  men  employed  down  at  Chester  and  Wilmington,  and  their  time  was  turned  in 
to  me.  He  had  a  ship-carpenter  from  Boston  named  Magoon,  who  performed  duty  at  Ches- 
ter as  assistant  inspector.  At  the  exniration  of  the  month  Mr.  Steele  would  make  a  certifi- 
cate and  sign  it,  and  I  would  place  nis  name  on  the  roll.  We  were  authorized  by  the  De- 
partment to  do  so. 

Q.  How  many  constructors  were  there  promoted  from  assistant  constructors  last  year? — 
A.  Four  I  think. 

Q.  Was  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  actual  necessity  for  the  assistant  constructors  being 
made  constructors  at  that  time  T — A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  need  of  so  many  being 
made.     I  think  it  was  a  mistake. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Grovemmeut  on  account  of  the  pay 
being  increased? — A.  Yes :  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  civil  engineers  of  the  Department  are  needed  in  the  yard  t 
— A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  their  services  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  their  duties  could  be 
done  by  the  constructor.  , 

Q.  with  a  saving  to  the  Government? — A.  Yes.  I  think  we  could  get  ships  better 
adapted  to  our  work. 

O.  Do  they  not  interfere  with  the  constructor's  department  T — A.  It  is  a  continual  drag 
with  us  to  get  them  to  do  what  belongs  to  them,  so  that  we  can  go  on  with  our  work. 

Q.  Is  there  any  duty  performed,  as  a  general  thing,  in  the  yard  by  the  civil  engineer  that 
could  not  be  done  under  the  heads  of  the  construction  department  t — A.  There  is  none  that 
I  know  of  but  what  construction  can  do  just  as  well,  and  nine  times  out  of  ten  better  than 
they, 

Q.  With  more  or  less  expense  to  the  Government  ? — A.  Less  expense ;  because  they 
would  know  exactly  what  they  were  doing,  whereas  civil  engineers  do  not  seem  to  know ;  at 
least,  I  never  found  one  that  did. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  noticed  you  made  the  remark  that  while  the  contractors  were  having  the  use  of  the 
yard  they  took  what  tools  they  pleased  and  did  not  return  them. — A.  They  used  them  as 
they  pleased.  In  tearing  up  a  vessel,  one  of  the  iron-clads,  the  two  men  who  had  the  con- 
tract had  the  same  privilege,  and  we  were  tearing  up  the  Nebraska  at  the  same  time.  In 
that  case  they  would  come  and  get  our  tools,  and  my  men  would  complain  that  we  could 
not  get  them  back ;  and  we  have  never  seen  them  again. 

Q.  Were  they  not  charged  to  these  men  if  they  took  them  ? — A.  We  could  not  identify 
them.  There  was  no  wi^^  to  charge  them.  If  a  man  borrows  a  hammer  or  a  maul,  you 
could  not  charge  it,  hardly. 

Q.  To  what  extent  did  they  borrow  tools  that  were  not  returned  ? — A.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  actual  cash  value  of  tbem  would  amoutv^  U>  m\xQ.\i«    ^i^V^^^hly  |*200  or  $300  would  cover 
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that ;  but  the  inconrenience  was  great.  A  man  leavin^jr  his  maul  at  night  and  comiug  back 
in  the  morainj^,  would  find  it  gone.  Thej  robbed  the  tool-chest.  We  tried  to  detect  them, 
but  could  not  do  it 

Q.  That  was  done  by  workmen,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  the  bosses  did  not  take 
them.     We  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  men  ;  they  did  pretty  much  as  they  pleased. 

Q.  Then  the  inconvenience  that  you  complain  of  is,  that  introducing  men  not  under  the 
direct  employment  of  the  officers  of  the  yard,  it  was  impossible  to  control  them  properly 
and  keep  the  property  safe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  found  that  to  be  the  case — either  public  or  pri- 
Tate  property. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  intimate  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  contractor  or  of  his  employes? — 
A.  The  fault  of  the  employes,  and  then,  to  a  great  extent,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  contractor; 
If  he  wanted  anything  he  would  ask  for  it,  and  if  we  had  not  got  it  be  would  say,  "  Well, 
you  ought  to  have  such  a  tool;  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have  it."  I  told  them  they  could 
not  get  it:  that  we  had  to  get  along  without  it  ourselves.  There  would,  perhaps,  be  a  little 
snarl  on  that,  of  course. 

Q.  Were  you  constructor  of  the  yard  during  the  period  of  the  removal  T — A.  Yes  ;  during 
the  entire  period.  The  yard  was  sold  while  1  was  there  as  constructor.  I  was  here  when  Mr. 
Hichborn  was  here :  I  was  working  on  the  Constitution,  and  Mr.  Hichborn  relieved  me  as 
the  constructor.    We  had  two  forces  here— one  down  at  League  Island  and  one  up  here. 

Q.  Were  you  here  after  January  1,  1876? — A.  Y'es,  sir;  some  days. 

Q.  In  answer  to  the  chairman  you  said  that  at  the  time  you  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hans- 
com  recommending  the  purchase  of  certain  knees,  you  had  not  in  the  yard  any  knees  ex- 
cept those  which  were  condemned  ? — A  Very  few  ;  I  do  not  suppose  that  there  were  twenty- 
five  knees  in  the  vard  that  were  good  for  anything,  and  they  had  been  lately  purchased. 
We  had  a  pile  of  knees  that  had  been  culled  over  and  over  again.  They  were  not  rotten, 
but  having  been  picked  over  so  often  there  were  none  that  could  go  in  use.  They  might, 
possibly,  if  we  were  building  small  craft. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  yard  was  broken  up  did  those  knees  come  in  ? — A.  A  good 
while.     We  have  not  received  any  knees  here  at  this  yard  for  I  do  not  know  how  long. 

Q.  Were  those  knees  that  were  purchased  under  your  letter  to  Mr.  Hanscom  sent  to 
League  Island  or  here  ? — A.  To  League  Island. 

Q.  Did  any  of  them  come  here  f — A.  No,  sir ;  there  have  none  been  received  at  this  yard 
for  a  long  while  ;  I  do  not  know  how  long,  say  a  year ;  t  ey  all  went  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  knees  were  sold  If — A.  I  know  that  there  was  a  pile  of  knees  sold 
that  I  have  spoken  of. 

Q.  Were  tnere  other  knees  besides  the  pile  scattered  about  the  yard  ? — A.  There  were  a 
few  ;  they  were  taken  to  League  Island. 

Q.  W^hat  were  they  f — A.  They  were  good  knees.  I  suppose  there  were  thirty  or  larty  of 
them. 

Q.  Who  looked  at  these  knees  before  they  were  shipped  and  before  the  auction  ? — A.  I  de 
not  know  that.  I  had  them  overhauled  two  years  ago.  They  had  been  piled  for  two  years 
before  they  were  sold. 

Q.  Were  there  other  knees  about  the  yard  that  were  afterward  put  on  that  pile  ? — A.  No, 
sir  ;  it  was  too  high  a  pile  to  put  them  on.  There  might  have  been  knees  around  the  pile, 
but  they  did  not  go  with  the  pile.  I  was  not  here  when  the  knees  were  sold.  I  think  I  was 
here  when  they  were  taken  away.  The  commodore  sold  these  knees,  and  made  a  mistake, 
I  think,  in  selling  them.  However,  it  did  not  amount  to  much.  The  knees  in  the  pile  had 
been  culled  over  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  it  was  a  remnant  of  knees  that  had  been 
used  in  this  yard  for  I  do  not  know  how  long. 

Q.  Y'ou  say  that  the  commodore  made  a  mistake  in  the  sale  of  those  knees  7 — A.  I  think 
he  made  a  mistake  as  to  whether  they  were  condemned  or  rejected  knees  or  not.  He  did 
not  know.  I  think  he  ordered  the  sale  without  thinking  whether  they  were  rejected  or  con- 
demned knees,  or  whether  they  were  good  knees.  They  were  piled  up  there  because  they 
were  too  good  to  destroy,  and  yet  they  were  of  no  use ;  we  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
them.  If  we  had  to  build  a  ship  we  might  possibly  have  got  half  a  dozen  knees  out  of  it ; 
but  I  never  would  have  gone  to  that  pile  if  we  had  other  knees  to  go  to  in  the  yard,  for  some 
of  them  were  as  old  as  Methuselah. 

By  Mr.  Harrk  : 

Q.  Were  they  rotten  or  decayed  ? — A.  No,  sir;  but  in  building  a  ship  reauiring  five  hun- 
dred knees  I  would  have  to  buy  two  thousand  to  get  a  properly-shaped  knee,  building 
another  ship  I  could  go  over  what  was  left  and  probably  tind  a  lot  more  suitable  and  then 
keep  on  buying  new  knees,  putting  in  a  lot,  and  once  in  a  while  I  would  hit  on  an  old 
knee  that  would  fit  some  particular  place.  These  knees  had  been  gone  over  probably  for  the  last 
twenty  years  in  that  way,  and  they  were  the  remnants ;  and  we  had  never  been  able  to 
use  them.  Tbey  had  been  handled  over  until  it  cost  more  than  it  was  worth  to  handle 
them.  We  had  a  lot  of  rottei^  knees  culled  out  from  the  sound  ones,  and  piled  the  sound 
ones  up  twenty-five  feet  high,  and  cut  up  the  rotten  ones  for.  fire-wood  on  the  dry-dock: 
and  boroed  them  on  the  dry-dock  instead  of  burning  cord-wood. 

Q.  You  used  them  as  fuel  for  your  engines  ?— A.   i  es,  sir. 
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Q.  What,  in  your  judgement,  was  the  value  of  that  pile  of  knees  f— A.  If  I  were  (^oinf^to 
build  a  little  schooner  that  I  could  work  them  into,  probably  what  I  would  ^t  out  of  them 
would  be  worth  a  couple  of  hundred  dollars,  and  maybe  more.  As  a  pile,  tbej  were  not 
worth  the  trouble  of  overhauling  them  again.  I  should  not  have  hauled  thetn  to  League 
Island. 

Q.  Did  jou  recommend  their  sale  t — A.  No,  sir  ;  the  commodore  did  th&t.  The  mistake 
was  the  newspapers  made  such  a  fuss  about  it.  I  think  it  was  of  very  little  consequence 
whether  they  were  sold  or  kept.  If  a  ship-builder  was  going  to  build  a  schooner  of  2U0 
tons,  or  two  or  three  schooners,  he  might  pick  out  a  lot  of  knees  that  would  do;  but  we 
could  not. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  auction  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  superintendence  of  the   yard  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  any  o 
the  property  at  the  time  it  was  removed — I  mean  the  iron,  &c.  ? — A.  O,  yes  ;  I  was  in  charge 
of  tne  vara  up  to  and  after  the  sale  of  it. 

Q.  Then  you  were  only  temporarily  absent  at  the  time  of  the  sale  t^A.  Tes,  sir  :  I  did  not 
know  anything  about  it.  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  a  sale  of  construction  material  to 
come  oflf. 

Q.  You  were  constructor  of  the  yard  absent  on  temporary  duty  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  sale  of  a  certain  amount  of  copper  or  brass  or  composition  to  Mr. 
McKay  ? — A.  That  was  not  in  our  department.  I  have  heard  them  talk  about  brass  that  he 
bought  in  eun-carriages ;  but  all  the  copper  and  composition  that  we  have  we  send  to  Wash- 
ington and  do  not  sell  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  sold  to  Mr.  McKay  by  any  department,  that  yon  know  of? — A.  I  have 
beard  him  talk  about  these  gun  carriages,  but  1  do  not  know  anything  about  it  personally. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  the  sale  of  composition  to  him  at  16f  or  1^  per  pound  by  the  de- 
partment If — A.  Merely  what  I  have  heard  him  say  about  it ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
it,  And  have  no  connection  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  delivery  of  any  iron  to  him  7 — A.  Nothing,  except 
the  gun-carriages.  He  bou^t  a  lot  of  gun-carriages,  as  I  understood  him.  and  with  these 
he  bought  the  composition.  1  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that;  that  belonging  to  the 
ordnance  department. 

Q.  What  department  did  you  have  charge  of  t — A.  The  construction  department. 

Q.  Was  there  any  iron  sold  to  him  from  that  department  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  to  any  person  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  to  JSeyfert,  McManus  &  Co.;  the  Phoenix  Iron- 
Works  ;  Pennick  &  Co.  ;  Mr.  Rc^ch,  and  Mr.  Noblit. 

Q.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.*s  iron  was  sold  to  them  to  be  paid  for  in  new  iron  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  that  was  a  separate  affair  from  the  others. 

Q.  That  was  not  an  auction-contract  at  all  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  should  like  to  explain  that 
matter.  Mr.  Seyfert  was  at  the  office;  came  down  and  asked  Mr.  Hanscom  if  he  would 
allow  him  to  put  in  some  new  iron  in  the  yard.  During  the  conversation,  Mr.  Hanscom 
directed  me  to  make  a  schedule  of  such  iron  as  I  should  want  for.  the  next  fiscal  year,  not  ex- 
ceeding a  certain  amount.  I  made  such  schedule.  I  forwarded  it  so  as  to  maKe  it  official, 
as  that  was  unofficial,  or  rather  done  through  a  crooked  road  :  it  did  not  come  through  the 
commandant.  So,  to  clear  my  skirts  of  any  fault  that  might  be  found,  I  made  that  schedule 
of  the  different  sizes  of  iron,  and  forwarded  it  through  the  commandant,  saying,  **  1  herewith 
forward  a  schedule  of  iron  made  through  verbal  instructions. "  That  schedule  was  fur- 
nished to  Seyfert;  Seyfert  had  some  talk  with  the  chief  about  the  pay,  and  he  was  willing  to 
take  the  old  iron  for  pay  at  If  cents  for  old  iron.  That  was  a  portion  of  it.  Then  after 
this  I  would  get  an  order,  *'  Deliver  to  Sf yfert,  McManus  &  Co.  so  much  iron,  three  tons 
for  one." 

Q.  Do  not  mix  the  two.  Under  the  contract  to  deliver  iron  at  1{  cents,  taking  pay  in  new 
iron  at  8  cents,  how  much  did  you  deliver  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  now  without  referring 
to  the  books. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  before  delivery  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all,  excepting  after  the  time  the  scales 
were  torn  out  of  the  yard.  It  was  all  weighed  pound  for  pound,  and  passes  given  for  the 
amount. 

Q.  It  was  all  weighed  and  charged  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  iron  from  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  In  compliance  with  the  schedule  that  you  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  received  beam  and 
T-iron  of  all  descriptions. 

Q.  You  gave  him  bar-iron,  too,  did  you  not  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  class  of  iron  which  he  had  ? — A.  Armor-plating.  I  gave  him  some  that 
you  might  call  bar-iron,  but  it  was  not  what  I  understand  by  the  general  term.  There  were 
the  stringers  belonging  to  the  Nebraska,  and  the  plating  and  the  old  iron  that  came  out  of 
the  Nebraska  when  she  was  broken  up.  That  bar-iron  was  square  bars,  six  or  eight  inches 
square  and  20  or  30  feet  long. 

Q.  Was  that  taken  out  of  the  vessel  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  it  lay  on  the  ground — never  had  been 
used.  * 

Q.  New  iron  made  for  that  vessel,  and  never  had  been  used  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  fit  for  anyothei  putposel — A.  U  «v\^bl  lv«Lse  been  made  of  use  for  any  other  pur- 
pose if  they  built  a  vessel  of  that  c\aas. 
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Q.  Would  it  be  fit  except  for  gome  vessel? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  coald  not  be  worked  up  As  it  was  ?~A.  No,  sir ;  not  with  the  facilities  we  had. 

Q.  Then,  practically,  it  was  old  iron  and  scrap  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  then  there  wore  piles  of 
scrap  such  as  you  see  around  a  blacksmith's  shop — cuttings,  chippings,  and  bolts  and  every* 
thing  else,  the  accumulation  of  years. 

Q.  State  if,  in  your  department  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  yard  to  League  Island, 
there  was  any  throwing  out  of  the  iron  from  there  into  a  pile  that  was  to  go  to  this  firm. — 
A.  ^o.  sir;  the  iron  that  he  delivered  was  the  best  quality  we  have  had  for  a  long  time. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  that.  You  had  on  hand  in  your  department,  at  the  time  you  b^gan  to 
OQOve,  large  quantities  of  iron,  I  suppose? — A.  We  had  this  iron  that  we  had  deliverea. 

Q.  Andno  other t — A.  A  small  amount.  Our  iron-store  was  not  very  large.  There  was 
a  very  small  quantity  of  iron  in  it. 

Q.  So  that  when  you  moved  it  was  the  same  iron  that  you  had  had  from  him  1 — A.  Yes, 
sir;  other  iron  except  what  we  had  had  from  him  was  but  a  trifiiog  amount. 

Q.  Hadn't  you  iron  that  had  been  on  hand  for  some  years  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  is 
there  yet.     It  nas  been  removed  to  League  Island. 

Q.  In  handling  that  iron  that  had  b^en  on  hand  a  long  time,  did  you  not  discard  some  of 
it  and  throw  it  into  his  scrap-pile? — A.  No,  sir ;  if  it  was  done  it  was  done  without  my  di- 
rection or  knowledge.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  a  single  bar.  I  saw  the  loads  of  iron 
pretty  much  as  they  went  out. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  iron  loaded  upon  scows? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  conglomeration 
of  old  stun.     I  nover  laid  mv  eyes  on  a  greater. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  that  McKay  was  carrying  iron  to  his  scows  intended 
for  transportation  to  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  was.  I  saw  it  after 
it  was  loaded  up. 

Q.  Were  they  not  carting  iron  to  both  those  sets  of  scows  at  the  same  time  from  the  same 
pile  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge.     I  do  not  think  any  such  thing  was  done. 

Q.  How  happened  the  scales  to  be  torn  up  so  early  f — A.  That  was  one  of  the  yards  and 
docks'  bright  movements.  They  generally  do  the  wr<>ng  thiug  first.  They  were  about  the 
first  thing  taken  up. 

Q.  Who  is  responsible  for  that  ? — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  Who  is  at  tne  head  of  the  yards  and  docks  ? — A.  The  captain  of  the  yard  was  at  the  time. 
He  was  supposed  to  represent  that  department.  There  was  a  man  there  named  Thomp- 
son who  did  all  the  work  thoroughly  belonging  to  that  department,  and  I  think  he  was  the 
responsible  man.  Word  came  to  me  almost  as  soon  as  we  commenced  that  the  scales  were 
^one.  Now,  what  were  we  gding  to  do  ?  We  were  at  a  dead-lock,  of  course.  Nobody  had 
.said  anything  to  me  about  taking  the  scales  up.  By  whose  orders  it  was  dune  I  am  unable 
to  tell. 

Q.  Was  the  yards  and  docks  department  cleaned  out  first? — A.  Yes;  I  think  they  got 
their  stuflf  away  first.    They  were  pretty  well  moved  before  we  commenced  to  move  ours. 

Q.  Would  it  not  have  been  economy  to  have  put  down  a  new  set  of  scales  after  that  ? — A.  If 
you  had  been  there  and  seen  the  way  things  were  done  you  would  have  beeu  glad  to  get  a 
chance  to  do  anything.  Thev  were  tumbling  things  down  in  such  a  way  that  a  man  could  not 
have  put  a  new  set  of  scales  there  ;  they  tumoled  buildings  down  pell-mell,  helter-skelter,  and 
on  top  of  everything.  I  dared  not  walk  down  the  yard  and  did  not  for  a  long  time ;  it  was  as 
mach  as  a  man's  life  was  worth. 

~Q.  In  that  confusion  would  it  not  have  been  very  easy  for  a  man  to  take  what  he  pleased 
oat  of  the  yard  ? — A.  The  watchmen  prevented  them  from  passing  the  gate.  I  nave  no 
doubt  that  there  was  pilfering  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  I  would  go  down  the  other  side 
around  my  house  ana  down  on  the  wharf,  but  it  was  lookout  for  your  head  all  the  time. 

Q.  Who  had  the  actual  superintendence  of  the  iron  which  McKay  carried  to  League  Is- 
Jand  ?     What  Government  officer  was  in  charge  of  that  f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  carried  to  League  Island  all  the  iron  that  was  designed  for  that 
destination? — A.  I  believe  that  he  did  as  much  ^s  I  believe  that  I  am  talking  to  yon  now. 

Q.  Did  you  show  him  from  time  to  time  what  you  required  of  him?— A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
pitched  into  him  pretty  sharp  once  in  a  while  if  he  did  not  hurry  up  with  certain  things. 
Sometimes  he  handled  things  pretty  roughly  and  I  would  pitch  into  nim  ;  and  he  said  that 
the  people  did  not  give  him  a  chance  ;  and  they  did  not,  because  his  particular  point  was 
time. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  iron  going  to  Seyfert  &  McManus? — A.  That  was  under  my 
•charge,  but  Mr.  Reynolds  handled  that.     He  represented  Seyfert  <&  McManus. 

Q.  He  did  not  represent  the  Government? — A.  O,  no;  I  represented  the  Government; 
that  is,  Mr.  Hoover  and  mysblf. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  with  reference  to  that,  whether  they  took  any  iron  that  was  not  designed 
for  that  place? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  could;  I  do  not  see  how  they  could.    All 
the  iron  in  the  yard  belonged  to  construction.     I  do  not  suppo.se  there  were  ten  tons  belong- 
ing to  anybody  else,  although  others  would  claim  it.    For  instance,  yards  and  docks  would 
accumulate  a  scrap-heap,  but  every  bit  of  that  came  from  construction. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  this  transfer  and  removal  of  the  navy -yard  was  d^\«LV^^  \.ci  %Q\ftX^ 
«  period  ? — A.  I  have  do  knowledge  of  that.     I  did  all  I  could  to  pTev^vi\.  \.\i«i  %«\^  ^^  ^^ 
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yard,  bj  talking  with  several  members  of  Congress,  whom  I  knew,  and  Mr.  Cameron.  I 
pointed  out  that  it  would  be  injurious. 

Q.  Congress  passed  the  law  early  enough  to  have  enabled  the  Department  to  have  sold 
it  months  before  they  did.  I  suppose  nobody  is  to  blame  if  they  obey  Congress  :  bat  the 
question  is,  why  after  the  passage  of  that  act  the  removal  of  the  yard  was  so  long  delayed?— 
A.  I  can  give  no  reason  for  that. 

Q.  Was  there  any  work  going  on  in  the  yard  ? — A.  There  were  then  several  ves^ls  that 
were  still  on  the  stocks,  the  Quinnebaug.  the  Constitution.  Nebraska,  and  Antietam. 

Q.  Up  to  what  period  did  you  keep  a  full  gang  of  hands  on  the  yard  t— A.  I  had  not  had 
a  full  gang  of  hands  on  for  several  months  before  the  sale  of  the  yard.  It  was  only  just 
after  we  decided  to  sell  the  yard  that  we  put  men  on  to  complete  the  vessels. 

Q.  Did  you  begin  to  dismantle  the  yara  as  soon  as  the  work  was  done  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
think  we  did  before  it  was  completed. 

Q.  When  was  the  sale  ?— A.  December  2. 

Q.  Could  not  a  great  portion  of  that  material  have  been  moved  at  any  time  during  the 
summer,  say  the  iron  and  the  timber? — A.  There  was  not  much  timber  to  move  except 
planking.     There  was  lumber,  but  not  much  timber. 

Q.  Could  not  that  have  been  removed? — A.  Most  assuredly, 

Q.  Was  there  any  good  reason  why  this  was  delayed  until  the  last  thirty  days  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  it.     They  may  and  may  not  have  Lad  any  good  reason. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  coming  within  your  knowledge  or  observation  as  naval  cob- 
structor  here  that  you  could  assign  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  no  knowledge  as  to  when  it  was 
going  to  be  sold. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  From  your  stand-point  was  there  any  reason  whatever  ? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Why  was  not  the  iron  and  a  great  portion  of  the  timber  and  some  machinery  iron  removed 
some  time  during  the  summer  ? — A.  We  could  not  remove  the  machinery  while  we  were  at 
work.  We  wanted  the^iron  if  we  were  going  to  work.  We  wanted  the  blacksmith's  shop 
to  go  on  with. 

Q.  Then,  if  you  were  bound  to  finish  the  vessels,  and  needed  these  tools  and  this  timber 
lo  work  there,  that  is  a  reason  within  your  knowledge  ? — A.  That  is  not  a  reason,  because 
they  could  have  given  me  an  order  to  fanish  the  vessels  sooner.  If  they  had  ordered  me  to 
finish  the  vessels  within  a  given  time,  on  the  1st  of  January  one  year  ago,  they  could  have 
sold  the  yard  as  well  as  not  on  the  1st  of  July:  but  if  they  did  not  order  me  to  complete 
until  July,  they  could  not  sell  until  the  1st  of  December.  I  never  had  an  idea  that  they 
would  sell  the  yard  nntil  I  had  got  as  far  as  New  York  or  Washington. 


Philadelphia,  April  18,  1876. 
Edwakd  Hartt  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  practice  prevailing  in  the  department  for  the 
last  few  years  of  making  or  remaking  bills  for  materials  or  supplies  furnished  to  the  Navy  ? 
— Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  the  practice  of  telling  us  not  to  make  bills  excepting  after  a 
certain  date  ;  that  is,  to  hold  the  bills  back  and  not  make  them  until  that  time  arrived. 

Q.  Was  that  done  with  a  view  to  running  the  supplies  for  one  fiscal  year  over  to  the  other 
for  payment  ? — A.  It  seemed  to  be  so.  Say,  for  instance,  this  is  April ;  we  would  get,  perhaps, 
an  order  not  to  make  any  bills  until  after  the  1st  of  July. 

Q.  Then  when  you  made  the  bills  out  after  the  1st  of  July  they  would  be  payable  out  of 
that  year's  appropriation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  used  to  indorse  on  the  bills  when  the  authority 
was  given  for  buying  the  goods.  I  did  that  in  one  or  two  cases,  I  think  ;  and  that  was 
changed  afterward.    I  did  not  do  it  except  in  one  or  two  cases,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  the  constructor  at  the  yard  was  directed  to  have 
new  bills  made  out  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  done,  but  I  cannot  say  positively.  I  think  it  was 
done  in  several  cases  ;  that  is,  we  made  several  bills  before  the  order  arrived,  and  then  we 
withheld  them  and  made  out  new  ones  after  the  1st  of  July. 

^  Q.  Cannot  you  state  that  positively  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not.    I  could  not  say  what 
bills  they  were. 

Q.  But  you  can  state  positively  that  there  were  some  ? — A.  I  think  there  were. 

Q.  Did  not  yon  approve  them  ? — A.  Yes,  if  the  bills  were  made;  but  I  am  not  certain  about 
that.  I  have  not  made  bills.  I  think  I  was  sharp  enough  not  to  make  the  bills.  I  think  I 
anticipated  soraethinGT  of  this  kind,  and  did  not  make  the  bills  myself,  but  put  people  off  and 
let  it  rest.  I  think  that  was  the  case.  I  had  heard  that  there  would  be  no  more  money 
paid  out  of  this  year's  appropr'ation,  but  everything  would  have  to  go  over  to  next  year. 

Q.  You  were  airected  to  make  out  bills  for  S  P.  Brown  for  white-oak  plank  or  plank 
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stock.  Were  the  prices  at  which  jon  were  directed  to  make  ont  the  bills  in  excesR  of  the 
market-rates  at  which  that  kind  of  lumber  or  material  could  have  been  purchased  t — A.  I 
think  it  was  higher  than  the  regular  market-price  at  the  time. 

Q.  How  much  in  excess  ?— A.  I  couid  not  say  exactly.  I  did  not  go  into  the  market  to 
bay  mnch,  bat  I  should  say  $15  on  a  thousand,  or  somewhere  along  there,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  aright ;  sav  |I0  to  $15  a  thousand. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  price  that  was  paid  Mr.  Brown  per  thousand  feet  ?---A.  I  think 
it  was  somewhere  about  $68. 

Q.  Could  not  this  species  of  lumber  have  been  bought  in  this  market  at  $60  ? — A.  I  hardly 
think  it  could  be.  That  would  have  been  $28  difference. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  that  kind  of  lumber  at  Norfolk  now  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 
We  have  not  bought  any  lumber  lately.  It  has  all  been  bought  for  us.  We  have  not  gone 
out  to  seek  prices.  The  only  timber  I  have  bought  has  been  some  yellow  pine,  and  that  was 
bought  from  the  regular  dealers  ;  going  and  finding  out  what  they  would  charge  me.  I 
would  purchase  from  the  lowest  party. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  class  No.  4  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Is  that 
the  class  of  timber  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  for  the  present  fiscal 
year,  white-oak  plank  ? — A.  I  would  have  to  obtain  the  schedule  to  find  that ;  but  I  suppose 
it  is,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  in  the  report. 

Q.  Taking  this  to  be  the  official  report,  it  would  appear  that  that  class  was  not  awarded 
under  the  annual  letting  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if,  that  being  the  case,  Mr.  Brown  has  not  been  furnishing  it  ? — A.  Mr. 
Brown  has  been  furnishing  a  large  amount  of  timber,  and  during  this  present  fiscal  year, 
but  it  is  on  open  purchase  and  not  on  that  class. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  that  open  purchase  is  in  excess  of  market-rates  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  what  I 
thought  and  think  yet  have  been  market-rates.  I  think  it  was  $88  that  was  paid  him,  al- 
though I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  relations  existing  between  the  Messrs.  Cattell  or  Mr. 
Noblit  and  the  purchasing-paymaster  at  this  place  ? — A.  The  relation  between  Mr.  Cattell 
and  Mr.  Noblit  and  the  purchasing-paymaster  I  know  nothing  about  at  all,  nor  about  Mr. 
Cattell,  excepting  socially  ;  I  am  acquainted  with  him.  I  have  had  no  business  with  him  at 
all.     I  have  had  some  business  with  Mr.  Noblit. 

Q.  Who  in  your  department,  when  open-purchase  orders  are  given,  furnished  the  princi- 
pal supplies  demanded  at  this  place  ? — A.  I  can  hardly  tell  you  that ;  if  it  was  timber,  Mr. 
Gaskell  furnished  it  since  I  have  been  here  ;  I  mean  those  purchases  that  I  required  my- 
self. 

Q.  I  mean  those  that  came  from  the  bureau  ? — A.  The  largest  amount  in  dollars  and  cents 
has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Brown. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  Isaiah  Hanscom  to  the  commodore,  under  date  of 
September  13, 1875,  where  I  find  '^  for  the  No.  2  pine  lumber  delivered  by  Mr.  Brown,  bills 
will  be  made  at  $52  per  thousand  feet,  board-measure.*' — A.  I  think  that  was  ordinary  pine 
1  amber. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  that  in  the  market  ? — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  state. 

Q.  What  kind  of  lumber  was  it  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  ordinary  pine  boards  ; 
what  we  call  lumber,  and  not  timber. 

Q.  This  lumber  was  used  for  boarding  purposes  ? — A.  We  used  it  for  promiscuous  pur- 
poses. There  was  some  clear  and  good  stuff  among  it,  and  we  used  that  aboard  ship  for 
Dulkheads,  &,c, 

Q.  Where  did  the  rest  of  it  go  ? — A.  I  guess  it  is  there  yet.  We  have  not  used  much  of 
it.     It  went  in  making  molds  and  boxes,  &.c. 

Q.  For  boarding  buildings ?— A.  No,  sir;  that  would  belong  to  the  yards  and  docks. 

Q.  What  kind  of  boxes  do  you  make  f — A.  We  often  make  them  to  pack  things  in  the 
storehouses. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Under  date  of  November  3, 1875,  by  letter  of  Mr.  Hanscom,  you  were  called  upon  to 
forward  bills  for  plank  furnished  to  League  Island  by  S.  P.  Brown,  within  three  months  ? — 
A.  I  was. 

Q.  You  were  again  called  upon  on  the  4th  of  same  month  to  furnish  '^  bills  for  white-oak 
timber  and  plank  and  white-pine  lumber  delivered  by  S.  P.  Brown,  for  which  bills  have  not 
yet  been  made  out,  at  the  prices  given  in  the  previous  letter  ?  " — A.  I  was. 

Q.  I  find  undei'^date  of  November  16.  1875,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hanscom  to  the  commodore 
in  which  he  states,  **A  bill  in  triplicate  in  favor  of  S.  P.  Brown  for  $38,523.10  is  herewith  re- 
turned.  Please  have  it  canceled  and  direct  in  lieu  of  it  two  separate  bills  to  be  made  owl^otVY^fc 
following-named  amounts  :  )62,200  board  feet  of  lake-oak,  at  |SB  pei  l\iO\x%w\^,^\\v^'i«^N 
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26,025  cubic  feet  of  lake-oak,  at  74  cents,  $19,258.80 ;  and  8,050  cubic  feet  of  sea-coast  oak 
at  62  cents,  $4,995,  the  two  last  items  making  $24,249.50,  and  to  deliver  the  bills  toS.P. 
Brown."  I  ask  you  whether  those  are  the  prices  which  you  refer  to  in  year  previoos  testi- 
mony ? — A.  Those  are  the  prices  ;  $dd  per  thousand. 

Q.  Eighty-eight  dollars  per  thousand,  board-measure,  and  74.62  cents  per  cubic  foot  for  the 
timber  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  According  to  my  idea  sea-coast  oak  is  worth  more  than  the  other, 
and  they  bill  it  at  62  cents  a  foot,  while  the  other  was  billed  at  74  cents  a  cubic  foot. 

Q.  One  being  a  little  over  $50  a  thousand,  while  the  other  is  a  little  above  $60  f— A  Tes, 
sir.   There  was  but  a  small  quantity  of  sea-coast  oak. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  say  the  market-price  for  the  lake-oak  bought  by  cubic  measure  wu 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase? — A.  I  do  not  know  positively,  but  I  should  think  fiom  $12 to 
$15  less  at  least  per  thousand.  I  do  not  know  that  very  positively  as  I  was  not  in  the  market, 
buying. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  sea-coast  oak  charged  here  at  62  cents  was  above  the  market-price  !- 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  was  a  fair  market-price. 

'  Q.  State  whether  the  lake-oak  charged  at  $88  was  above  the  market-price  ?— A.  Imj 
that  it  was.  I  think  it  was  $15,  above  the  market-price.  There  are  three  items  here,  lake- 
oak,  $88  a  thousand,  board  feet,  new  lake-oak,  at  /  4  cents  per  cubic  foot,  or  a  little  rising 
$60  a  thousand. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  was  above  the  market-price  7 — A.  I  should  say  that  was  about  market- 
price. 

Q.  And  how  as  to  the  sea-coast  oakf — A.  I  think  that  is  below. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  the  Norfolk  oak  more  or  less  valuable  than  the  lake-oak  ? — A.  This  side  of  the 
mountains  anywhere  near  the  sea-coast  I  consider  it  the  best  timber.  So  far  as  I  am  personallj 
coucerned  I  would  not  receive  western  oak  and  would  not  have  it  in  a  ship.  It  is  full  of 
bunch-worms. 


Edward  Hartt  recalled  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  How  much  has  been  done  at  League  Island  toward  making  a  navy-yard  f— 
Answer.  There  has  been  nothing  done  except  that  they  have  erected  the  building  for  yard 
and  dock  purposes  to  carry  on  their  work  tor  completing  the  other  buildings.  There  have 
been  no  walls,  docks,  or  foundations  for  ships,  or  anything  of  that  kind  started. 

Q.  How  much  land  does  the  League  Island  yard  contain  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q-  Is  it  much  larger  than  the  ola  yard  \ — A.  It  is. 

Q.  How  much  money  do  you  imagine  it  would  cost  to  put  that  place  in  as  good  condi- 
tion for  navy-yard  purposes  as  the  old  navy -yard  at  Philadelphia  was  when  they  begaa  to 
tear  it  down  ? — A.  Five  million  dollars. 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  one  could  be  built  up  as  the  other  was  for  $5,000,000  ? — ^A.  Upon 
consideration,  I  am  wrong.  The  $5,000,000  is  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  yon  were 
going  to  make  a  territory  to  build  the  thing  on.  You  would  only  have  the  foundatioDs. 
You  cannot  lay  ships  at  League  Island  now.  To  make  that  a  ship-building  yard  you  would 
have  to  build  a  wall  and  have  the  basins  inside — that  is,  wet  basins — for  ships  to  lie  in* 
You  cannot  anchor  them  in  the  stream  in  such  a  way  as  to  hold  a  vessel. 

Q.  You  would  have  to  build  basins  inside  of  the  river  front  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  In  vour  judgment,  how  much  would  it  cost  to  carry  out  the  plan  contemplated  for 
League  Island?— A.  The  plan  that  it  had  been  laid  out  upon  would  cost  $50,000,000  to 
carry  into  execution. 

Q.  After  they  have  got  it  done  would  it  have  advantages  over  the  old  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  civil  engineers  and  us  as  to  what  constitutes  a 
navy-yard.  They  have  laid  this  plan  out  in  such  a  way  as  to  contemplate  the  building  of 
a  city.  There  are  a  lot  of  storehouses  and  shops,  but  no  apparent  places  for  building  ships. 
Although  they  have  dry-docks  and  basins,  they  have  no  places  to  spread  the  timber  out  and 
hew  it. 

(^  How  high  above  high  tide  is  the  general  surface  of  the  place  at  the  present  time  ?— 
A.  I  should  judge  it  would  average  from  6  to  8  feet  below.  It  is  surely  10  feet  below  ex- 
treme high  water. 

Q.  Then  the  whole  thing  has  got  to  be  built  ?— A.  It  has  all  got  to  be  filled  in. 

By  Mr.  BURLEIOH : 

Q.  And  raised  10  feet  f— A.  A  little  more. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  water  you  have  there  ? — A  By  going  out  far  enough  there 
is  abundance  of  water.     I  don't  recollect  the  soundings. 

Q.  That  is,  by  building  or  filling  out  to  where  the  front  line  is  calculated  to  come,  there 
would  be  plenty  of  water  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  there  plenty  of  water  at  the  old  yard  ? — A.  Out  to  the  frout  line  there  was.  We 
uaed  to  have  to  dredge  for  the  dry-dock. 

Q.  Vessels  drawinjif  20  feet  of  water  could  come  in  there  at  hig^h  tide,  could  they  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir  :  the  lar^st  vessels  draw  22  and  24  feet;  but  we  had  do  trouble  about  the  draug^ht 
of  water.  What  shallow  water  there  was  was  made  up  of  soft  mud,  and  the  ship  would 
settle  there  as  easily  as  in  the  water. 

Q.  Can  you  state  why  anybody  connected  with  the  Navy  should  desire  the  sale  of  the 
Philadelphia  yard  f — A.  I  cannot.  I  used  to  argue,  and  saw  every  reason  why  it  should 
remain  there,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  have  been  moved. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  city  required  or  demanded  it  ? — k.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 
I  think  the  city  was  opposed  to  it :  that  i8,  those  who  knew  anything  about  it.  I  have 
spoken  to  the  city  officials  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  where  the  scheme  of  removal  originated  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 
There  was  a  mat  talk  and  tight  about  it,  both  in  Congress  and  out  of  Congress,  but  where 
it  originated  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  has  been  most  active  in  procuring  that  change  f — A.  I  do  not 
know  anybody  who  has  acted  in  it  at  all.  Everybody  that  I  spoke  to  about  it  seemed  to 
side  with  me. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  brought  any  influence  to  bear  upon 
the  question  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that ;  they  may  possibly  have  done  so. 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  was  that  land  worth  the  day  it  was  sold,  for  other  purposes 
than  a  navy.yardt — A.  I  don't  think  it  was  worth  what  it  brought. 

Q.  For  a  navy-yard,  it  was  worth  how  much  f — A.  As  a  navy-yard,  cs  it  stood,  it  was 
worth  much  more  money  than  it  brought.  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  brought  that  much 
money  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  two  rival  railroads. 

Q.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  a  navy-yard  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  if  it  is  going  to  cost, 
ultimately,  forty  or  fifty  millions?  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advisable  expenditure  in 
view  of  the  existence  of  the  other  navy -yards  of  the  country  ?^A.  I  do  not  like  to  give  an 
opinion  on  that  point,  for  the  reason  that  I  probably  would  have  all  the  Philadelphia  people 
in  my  wool.    I  think  myself  it  is  too  far  from  the  ocean  for  an  ordinary  navy-yard. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance?— A.  It  is  ninety  miles  from  the  ocean;  and  in  winter  time  the 
river  is  hardly  navigable. 

Q.  It  is  represented  that  iron-clad  fleets  have  some  advantage  in  being  in  the  fresh  water  in 
this  river.  What  is  the  truth  about  that? — A.  There  is  au  advantage  in  that  respect.  If 
you  are  going  to  lay  your  vessels  up,  probably  League  Island,  after  you  had  built  a  basin, 
would  be  a  good  place.  I  should  make  a  rulling-mili  on  league  Island,  if  I  had  my  way. 
We  have  more  difficulty  and  trouble  in  getting  iron  than  any  other  material. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  the  Government  should  work  its  own  scrap? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
make  its  own  iron. 

Q.  Even  in  the  pig  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  the  ore. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Government  could  make  it  as  cheaply  as  individuals? — A.  They 
could  make  good  iron.  We  have  great  trouble  about  the  iron.  You  cannot  always  tell 
about  it  until  it  is  gone ;  and  when  it  is  carried  away  and  a  dozen  men,  perhaps,  are  killed, 
you  can  then  see,  when  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  it,  w^here  the  trouble  was. 

Q.  How  many  bureaus  were  th<»re  in  the  navy-yard  when  the  change  commenced  ? — A. 
Engineering,  Navigation,  Yards  and  Docks,  Equipment,  Ordnance,  and  Construction. 

Q.  In  the  change  from  the  old  yard  to  the  new  yard,  did  the  ofl^cers  in  charge  of  each  of 
those  separate  bureaus  superintend  the  transfer? — ^A.  I  suppose  they  did.  I  do  not  know 
about  that  Yes,  they  did ;  because  I  heard  talking  about  moving  this,  that,  and  the  other 
stuff. 

Q.  Who  had  command  of  the  whole  thing? — A.  Commodore  Preble. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  did  he  give  orders  and  directions  to  those  men  requiring  them  to 
superintend  the  removal  of  the  property  in  their  own  charge  f — A.  I  believe  so.  He  gave 
me  several  instructions  that  were  necessary  in  order  to  allow  my  stufl*  to  be  moved,  telling 
me  who  the  contractors  were,  and  what  parts  of  the  duty  I  was  to  perform. 

Q,  It  has  been  testified  here  by  one  witness  that  at  the  time  the  iron  in  the  construction 
department  was  being  removed,  McKay  threw  out  such  as  he  pleased,  as  old  iron,  to  be 
carried  over  to  the  Queen  street  warehouse,  and  that  he  selected  such  as  should  go  to  the 
other  place. — A.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  word  of  truth  in  that  statement. 

Q.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  on  that  point  which  will  enable  you  to  state  the  truth 
about  it  ? — A.  I  know  that  I  saw  the  iron  ana  gave  the  passes  for  the  iron  as  it  was  loaded. 
The  moving  of  the  iron  which  McKay  moved  down  to  the  navy -yard,  and  the  moving  of 
the  scrap-iron  out  of  the  yard,  were  two  separate  and  distinct  affairs,  and  were  not  connec- 
ted at  aU,  nor  was  it  ever  done  at  the  same  time.  I  saw  the  scows  loaded.  The  good  iron 
that  went  down  to  League  Island  was  loaded,  if  I  recx)llect  right,  on  the  Burlington,  and 
was  not  put  on  the  scows.  When  this  iron  was  taken  out,  I  would  have  seen  it  if  it  had  been 
done.  I  do  not  see  how  it  could  have  been  done  without  my  seeing  it  or  knowing  it.  The 
store-clerk  and  receiver  were  there,  the  receiver  having  special  charge,  and  if  any  such  thing 
had  been  done  without  my  seeing  it  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  Yf QwVi  Wn^ 
reported  it  to  me.    They  are  honest.    The  receiver  would  not  have  p«tm\\XA&  «^mOi  «i  ^^vci^ 
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to  be  done  >vithout  my  knowing  it.  As  far  as  its  bein^  done  as  a  common  thing,  it  is  not  m, 
although,  possibly,  a  bar  or  iwo  might  have  been  thrown  out  without  my  knowl^ge.  McK&j 
was  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  iron  question,  as  I  understood. 

Q.  He  bought  the  iron,  did  he  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  buy  any  iron. 

Q.  He  bad  an  interest  with  Seyfert  (k,  McManus  ? — A.  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  iron  question,  although,  in  fact,  I  do  not  know  their  privtte 
business  except  that  I  know  he  had  an  interest  in  the  gun-carriages  and  the  coDDpo«itioD 
which  he  bought,  I  never  heard  McKay's  name  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  iron 
there,  directly  or  indirectly. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  it  was  bought  on  joint  account  f — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  was. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  recommended  to  the  commodore  the  employment  of  the  boatswain,  Briscoe,  did 
you  not  ? — A.  I  asked  for  his  services  to  assist  me  in  lashing  the  ways  under  the  ship  Con- 
stitution.    He  was  employed  as  an  officer  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  Was  that  the  only  purpose  for  which  you  asked  his  assistance  ? — A.  That  is  all.  That 
is  the  only  purpose  I  ever  had  him  for.  \N  e  were  in  a  hurry  to  get  the  ship  off,  and  some- 
body had  to  lash  it.  It  is  usually  customary  for  the  riggers  and  boatswains  to  do  it.  1 
therefore  asked  for  the  services  of  the  boatswains  to  assist  me,  which  was  denied  at  the  time. 
In  reference  to  Mr.  McKay  being  in  concert  with  Seyfert  &  McManus  for  the  purchase 
of  iron,  that  may  be  so;  1  do  not  know  their  business ;  my  understanding  was  different. 
They  may  have  had  a  partnership  concern,  but  they  did  not  act  as  if  such  was  the  fact. 
McKay  has  never  said  anything  to  me  about  the  iron  from  that  day  to  this. 

Q.  lou  knew  of  his  purchase  of  16  gun-carriages,  did  you  not  ? — A.  Merely  by  hearsay. 
I  have  heard  of  his  trying  to  dispose  of  them  since. 

Q.  Are  they  good  for  anything  ? — A.  I  suppose  they  are  just  as  good  as  any  carriages. 

Q.  Why  did  the  Goverumeutsell  them  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that.   All  I  know  about  it  is 
that  they  were  sold. 

Q.  Had  the  Government  at  the  close  of  the  war  more  of  those  things  than  they  thought 
prudent  to  keep  ? — A.  I  think  that  is  one  view  to  take  of  it.  I  really  do  not  know  how 
many  they  hai,  nor  what  they  did  with  them,  nor  what  they  thought  they  ought  to  keep. 
All  I  know  about  it  is  that  the  gun-carriages  were  sold,  and  Mr.  McKay  told  me  that  he 
had  bought  them. 

Q.  How  was  the  composition  which  belonged  to  them  taken  care  of  t — A.  The  composition 
went  with  them,  as  I  understood.  My  understanding  is  merely  what  I  heard  said ;  I  had 
no  actual  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

Q.  How  much  weight  of  composition  would  there  be  on  a  gun-carriage  ? — A.  A  consider- 
able amount ;  probably  a  thousand  pounds. 

Q.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  from  Commodore  Preble,  purporting  to  be 
addressed  to  yourself,  and  will  then  ask  you  for  an  explanation  of  the  matters  referred  to 
therein.   The  letter  is  as  follows : 

**  Sir  :  Your  letter  is  received.  Mr.  McKay's  contract  was  forwarded  to  the  bureau,  and 
its  particular  attention  called  to  the  additional  clause  you  refer  to.  It  is  not  considered  to 
affect  his  offer  to  remove  everything  belonging  to  construction  (as  in  bis  first  contract  and 
Mr.  Rice's  offer)  placed  at  his  disposal. 

**Mr.  McKay  was  understood  to  remove  everything.  He  must  settle  bis  claims  for  extra 
service  with  the  bureau. 

*'  Your  letters  evince,  in  my  opinion,  more  auxiety  to  protect  Mr.  McKay's  interest   than 
the  department  you  represent. 
'*  Respectfully,  &:c., 

"GEORGE  HENRY  PREBLE, 

*'  ConmodoTCf   Commamlin^, 
**  To  Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt,  U.  S.  N., 

"  United  States  Xavy- Yard,  Philadelphia.'' 

The  W^iTNESS.  You  should  read  the  whole  correspondence  to  understand  that  letter 
thoroughly.  I  received  a  document  from  the  commandant,  which  was  from  Mr.  McKay. 
It  was  an  offer  to  the  department  to  remove  all  this  material,  and  an  order  saying  that  the 
commandant  would  couEult  with  the  naval  constructor  and  make  the  best  terms  possible  to 
have  the  stuff  removed  at  once,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  all  removed  before  the  1st  of 
January.  The  commodore  sent  me  a  note  directing  me  to  call  and  see  him.  I  went  up 
there  and  took  the  papers  with  me.  I  said  to  him,  '*  These  are  pretty  steep  prices  that  Mr. 
McKay  has  asked,  out  I  don't  see  what  I  can  do  about  it.  It  seems  to  me,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  things,  that  it  is  to  go  on.  I  can  make  this  thing  moie  binding  by  drawing  it  over 
again  so  that  he  can't  quibble  about  moving  everything.  He  has  offered  to  remove  the  stuff 
in  detail — this  pile  of  lumber  for  so  much,  and  that  pile  of  iron  for  so  much,  separating  each 
item,  saying  how  much  he  would  charge  to  remove  the  several  items."  It  seemed  to  me  as 
ii  there  might  be  something  in  the  yard  not  mentioned  in  the  contract  which  would  turn  up. 
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and  he  wonid  not  remove  it,  and  aAer  payin^^  him  a  round  price  we  mieht  afterward  have 
to  pay  him  extra  to  remove  certain  stnrf.  Among  the  rest  of  the  material  was  that  belong- 
ing to  the  Constitution.  It  was  by  the  strongest  exertions  that  I  could  get  the  Consti- 
tudoD  off,  but  after  that  the  blocking  and  ways  would  still  be  there.  In  the  sale  of 
the  yard,  the  Constitution  was  excepted  from  the  1st  of  January  clause.  I  said,  **If  I  can 
include  all  that  stuff  belonging  to  the  Constitution  in  McKay's  contract,  I  will  do  so." 
The  commodore  said  that  was  right,  and  it  would  be  fixed.  Mr.  McKay  was  sent  for 
and  he  agreed  to  go  to  work.  I  was  to  draw  the  paper  up  and  he  was  to  have  it 
signed.  I  drew  up  the  paper,  changing  the  wording  of  it,  and  the  latter  clause 
of  that  paper  read  that  he  was  to  perform  all  the  duty,  whether  it  was  named  there  or  not, 
and  was  to  remove  all  the  stuff.  The  next  day  I  received  an  order  directing  McKay  to  go 
to  work.  He  had  gone  to  work  by  verbal  instructioos  that  day.  The  commodore  told  him 
that  he  might  go  to  work.  His  contract  was  approved.  The  next  day  following  I  got  an 
order  to  stop  Mr.  McKay;  that  somebody  else  bad  offered  to  do  the  work  for  $10,000.  I 
went  to  Mr.  McKay  as  soon  as  I  could,  and  told  him  that  I  bad  that  order,  saying  that  he 
must  stop  work.  He  said,  **  I  won't  do  it.  I  stopped  work  once  before  and  lost  a  good 
deal  of  money  for  it,  and  I  am  not  going  to  stop."  I  told  him  it  was  a  queer  state  of  afi^irs, 
and  said,  "  I  got  you  into  this,  and  told  you  to  go  phead.'*  He  would  not  stop  work,  and 
thev  ordered  the  marines  out  and  stopped  him.  They  then  ordered  me  to  make  an  estimate 
of  how  much  work  he  had  done.  I  went  out  within  fifteen  minutes  and  went  over  the 
work,  and  estimated  that  he  had  performed  so  much.  That  is,  say  for  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, half  of  the  material  was  removed.  He  would,  then,  be  entitled  to  half  the  money 
for  removing  that;  and  if  one-third  the  entire  batch  had  been  removed,  he  would  be  entitled 
to  one-third  of  the  money,  and  so  on,  using  the  best  of  my  judgment  in  making  the  estimate. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  bad  taken  all  the  scows  off  of  our  hands.  We  had  stopped  all  our 
work,  and  all  our  contracts  for  scows,  &c.,  had  ceased  at  the  time  he  took  possession.  I  got 
that  estimate  made  up,  and  just  about  the  time  I  was  sending  it  forward,  along  came  an 
order  to  form  a  board  to  estimate  it.  They  formed  a  board,  and  I  was  one  member,  and 
when  thev  got  together  they  wanted  to  make  out  that  he  had  done  about  $1,000  worth  of 
work.  My  report  had  gone  in  that  he  had  done  $10,000  worth.  I  said  in  my  report  that 
owing  to  the  circumstances  and  my  understanding  of  the  contrast,  I  could  not  agree  with 
them  in  reference  to  the  $1,000  worth  of  work,  more  or  less,  in  their  estimate.  The  commo- 
dore then  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  wanting  to  know  what  my  understanding  of  the  contract 
was.  He  wrote  me  back  that  if  my  understanding  was  that  he  had  no  ri^ht  to  stop  Mr. 
McKay,  then  that  was  incorrect*  and  should  not  be  considered.  That  was  just  my  under- 
standing exactly  ;  that  McKay,  having  a  legitimate  contract,  had  a  right  to  go  on.  Sooner 
than  to  contradict  him  and  make  any  words,  I  merely  said  in  my  reply  that  my  understand- 
ing was,  first,  that  the  contract  was  a  valid  contract,  and  if  he  had  agreed  to  remove  a  pile 
of  plank  at  $1,500,  and  there  had  only  been  three  plank  there,  and  he  had  removed  two  of 
them,  he  was  entitled  to  $1,000  ;  that  is,  if  that  was  the  agreement.  There  was,  in  point 
of  fact,  a  large  pile  of  plank. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  if  the  contract,  as  drawn  up  by  you,  did  not  on  the  face,  ever  say,  **  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  bureau? '' — A.  No,  sir ;  the  contract  did  not. 

Q.  Was  it  not  understood  with  the  commodore  and  Mr.  McKay  and  yourself  7 — A.  No, 
air ;  it  was  understood  by  me  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commandant.  The  com- 
mandant did  approve  it. 

Q.  I  notice  in  this  connection  a  letter  from  the  commodore  to  yourself,  dated  December  28, 
1(^5,  which  is  as  follows : 

*'  Sir  :  You  had  no  authority  from  me,  verbal  or  otherwise,  to  authorize  Mr.  McKay  to  re- 
move any  articles  under  his  fiist  offer  until  after  its  acceptance,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  bureau,  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant.  Anything  moved  prior  to  that 
time  was  on  your  authorization  and  not  mine.  You  told  me  on  Monday,  the  13th,  p.  m., 
that  you  would  require  twenty-four  hours  to  examine  and  consider  his  offer." 

The  Witness.  Yes ;  but  the  assertion  that  he  makes  there  that  he  did  not  authorize  it  is, 
in  very  modest  terms,  false.  He  told  Mr.  McKay  to  go  ahead,  in  mv  presence.  He  did  not 
tell  me  to  go  ahead,  but  he  sent  down  stairs  for  Mr.  McKav  and  told  him  to  commence. 

Q.  I  understood  you  in  your  estimate  for  damages,  or  what  was  due  McKay  for  the  labor 
done  thern,  that  he  was  entitled  to  damages^ by  virtue  of  the  acceptance  of  his  offer. — ^A.  I  was 
to  estimate  how  much  work  he  had  performed,  and  my  estimate  said  one-half,  one-third,  or 
one-fourth  of  whatever  material  there  was  removed. 

Q.  Then  in  making  your  estimate,  whether  it  was  one-half,  one-third,  or  one-fourth,  yon 
looked  to  the  terms  of  his  offer  or  contract  ?— A.  Of  his  offer  as  amended.  That  was  the  only 
fonndatioD  I  had  to  go  by. 

Q.  In  other  words,  you  turned  to  the  contract  and  did  not  consider  what  was  the  value  of 
the  labor  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  merely  took  the  terms  of  the  contract.  That  is  what  he  (the 
commodore)  takes  exception  to.  He  made  another  subsequent  contract  with  Mr.  McKay, 
which  contract  I  never  saw. 


<)0  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

Q.  That  was  on  the  basis  of  Mr.  Rice's  proposal  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  sent  me  a  letter  in 
which  he  inclosed  a  statement,  and  said  that  if  Mr.  McKay  would  sign  a  contract  similar  to 
thatf  he  could  go  on.  I  sent  that  to  McKay  with  the  commandant's  order,  and  that  is  the 
last  I  saw  or  heard  of  it.  But  McKay  came  and  said  to  me,  **  I  have  orders  to  go  on."  I 
told  him  that  he  could  not  touch  a  thing  until  I  got  orders  from  the  commodore. 

Q.  I  notice  that  you  bad  apparently  another  controversy  with  the  commodore  in  reference 
to  chartering  the  Burlington. — A.  That  is  probably  part  of  the  same  thing.  This  contract, 
McKay,  it  subsequently  appears,  takes  up  to  the  commodore  and  gets  advice  ot  counsel,  and 
goes  along  about  his  business,  making  arrangements  with  the  commodore  himself.  He  never 
sent  it  to  me  or  told  me  anything  about  it.  The  commodore  sent  me  a  letter  saying  he  would 
allow  McKay  to  go  on,  or  he  told  me  that  verbally,  and  I  forget  which.  McKay  went  on.  By 
and  by  I  got  a  ^tter  from  the  commodore  asking  me  to  tell  him  whether  he  had  completed 
his  second  contract.  Then  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  commodore  telling  him  that  I  had  never 
«een  McKay's  second  contract,  and  didn't  know  anything  about  it.  In  the  mean  time  I  had 
got  the  Constitution  off,  and  the  1st  of  January  had  gone  by,  and  here  was  all  the  Consti- 
tution stuff  laying  on  the  ground.  McKay  came  to  me  and  said,  **I  won't  touch  that  I 
have  put  a  clause  in  my  contract  exonerating  me  from  touching  that. " 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  never  seen  Rice's  offer  or  proposition. — A.  I  have 
never  seen  Rice  or  his  offer. 

Q.  It  appears  by  a  reference  to  a  letter  here  in  the  commandant's  letter-book,  under  date 
December  16,  1875,  m  a  note  addressed  to  you  that,  **  by  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair,  you  will  allow  Mr.  McKay  to  go  on  with  the  removal  of  the  construc- 
tion material,  if  he  will  do  it  as  low  as  the  price  named  in  the  inclosed  offer.  Mr.  McKay 
will  sign  an  offer  similar  to  the  inclosed  if  he  agrees  to  perform  the  work  for  the  amount 
named." — A.  Yes;  I  recollect  that. 

Q.  Then  you  did  see  it  ? — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  merely  a  piece  of  paper  with  writing  on 
it,  but  with  no  name.  If  that  was  Mr.  Rice's  offer,  it  is  the  first  knowledge  I  have  of  it. 
I  never  knew  and  never  dreamed  that  it  was  his  offer.  The  paper  came  to  me  that  if  Mc- 
Kay would  sign  a  paper  similar  to  that,  he  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  ;  but  that  was  merely 
a  sheet  of  paper  with  some  writing,  but  with  no  signatures  or  names,  nor  was  I  told  whose 
it  was,  nor  do  I  know  to  this  minute  that  it  was  Air.  Rice's  offer.  Mr.  McKay  takes  that 
and  goes  up  and  completes  his  business  with  the  commodore.  He  don't  come  near  me.  He 
is  a  little  sny  of  me,  oecause  he  knew  I  had  put  that  clause  in.  When  it  came  back,  and 
McKay  did  not  propose  to  remove  the  Constitution  stuff,  I  immediately  wrote  to  the  commo- 
dore and  told  him  about  it,  and  that  is  what  he  means  by  saying  that  I  had  studied  McKay's 
interest  more  than  the  interest  of  my  own  department.  I  wrote  him  back  word  that  I  con- 
sidered it  an  insult,  and  that  I  had  no  reply  to  make.  He  says  in  one  of  his  letters  that  be 
sent  that  contract  through  my  ofiicp.  It  is  false.  It  never  came  to  my  office.  I  never  saw 
it,  and  never  knew  et  word  about  it  until  he  sent  me  the  copy.  He  put  words  in  my  mouth, 
and  made  assertions  that  were  not  true,  and  he  knew  them  not  to  oe  true ;  because  when 
he  says  that  he  sent  that  contract  through  me,  I  say  that  he  did  not.  When  he  says  that 
he  did  certain  things  there,  I  say  that  he  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  that  the  commodore  called  your  attention  to  complaints  or 
reports  made  to  him  of  men  employed  by  Mr.  McKay,  thi owing  anything  out  of  the  con- 
struction building  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Say,  for  instance,  lead  or  tin?— A.  I  heard  something  of  that  through  the  police.  We 
put  a  man  on  the  outside  to  watch  ;  but  those  were  not  McKay's  men  particularly  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  I  notice  in  the  commodore's  letter-book  the  following  letter  addressed  to  you  :  '*  It  has 
been  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Wilson,  captain  of  the  watch,  that  several  men  employed  by 
McKay,  whom  he  arrested,  had  thrown  out  of  the  back  window  of  one  of  the  construction 
buildings  a  lot  of  saws,  which  Mr.  Wilson  recovered  from  a  man  in  the  act  of  carrying  them 
out." — A.  I  don't  recollect  such  a  letter;  but  I  recollect  that  circumstance.  Possibly  I 
received  a  letter. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  considering  the  number  of  men  that  were  being  employed  on 
the  yard  at  that  time  by  contractors,  in  the  removal  of  buildings,  and  the  number  of 
men  employed  by  the  Government  in  the  removal  of  material,  taking  the  case  just  as  it 
stood,  the  Uovernment  on  one  hand  loading  its  barges,  and  Reynolds  and  Seyfeit,  Mc- 
Manus  &,  Co.  loading  their  barges,  state  if  there  was  not  such  confusion  and  disorder  that 
it  was  impossible  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Government. — A.  The  thing  was  one  com- 
plete scene  of  confusion  ;  you  could  not  tell  whether  you  stood  on  your  head  or  not,  and 
you  could  not  go  down  the  yard  with  safety.  They  were  pulling  and  hauling  in  every  di- 
rection.  You  could  not  tell  whose  men  were  whose,  and  confusion  was  confounded. 

Q.  Answering  now  in  the  interests  of  the  Government,  who  was  responsible  tor  that  dis- 
order and  confusion? — A.  I  could  not  tell  who  the  individual  was.  I  know  very  well  I  was 
not,  for  I  wiped  my  hands  of  the  whole  thing  and  stood  by  and  looked  on,  and  said  to 
myself,  **  Well,  here,  we  can't  help  it ;  we  have  got  to  let  it  go  on." 

Q.  Could  not  the  interests  oi  the  Government  have  been  protected  by  allowing  more  time 
io  which  to  have  removed  the  material  ? — A.  Yes,  sir:  but  the  orders  were  that  it  must  be 
done  before  the  Ist  of  January. 
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Q.  Does  noi  the  responsibility  attach  to  those  who  gave  the  orders  t — A.  Yes  ;  I  should 
say  so. 

Q.  Were  there  complaiDts  of  thefU  made  repeatedly  during  the  period  of  the  removal? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  reports  of  petty  thefts  were  made  repeatedly.  We  did  the  best  we  could,  but 
could  not  stop  the  people  from  stealing. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  material  that  was  carried  to  the  Queen-street 
wharf  uuwei^hed  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  probably  about  250  tons. 

Q.  Does  that  include  copper,  brass,  composition,  and  things  of  that  kind  ?— A.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  copper  going  there. 

Q.  Or  any  composition  metal  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not  a  pound  from  our  department.  We  had 
none.   All  the  copper  composition  we  had  we  boxed  up  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  bar  of  new  iron  of  any  description  being  canied  to  the  Queen- 
street  warehouse  ?— A.  No,  sir;  excepting  the  armor-plating  and  armor-bars  of  the  Nebraska. 

Q.  Was  none  taken  from  the  construction  building  7 — A.  None  was  taken  from  the  con- 
struction store.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  bar  there,  or  that  tliere  ever  has  been.  If  it  was 
taken,  I  should  probably  have  known  it  through  the  receiver. 

Q.  If  it  was  taken,  it  was  improperly  taken,  was  it  not  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  no  pass- 
for  It.    The  passes  will  tell  what  iron  it  was  and  what  order  required  it  to  be  taken. 

By  Mr.  BURLEIUH : 

Q.  It  did  not  require  pas^e?  for  the  boats  to  leave  the  wharf,  did  it  1 — A.  Yes,  sir.  If  the 
police  allowed  anything  to  go  without  my  authority,  of  course  I  could  not  help  that. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Was  your  attention  called  to  the  fact  that  a  raft  of  timber;  or  lumber,  was  taken  up 
the  stream  instead  of  down? — A.  One  of  my  rafts,  which  I  picked  out  to  make  some  spars 
out  of,  got  adrift  from  the  dock  and  drifted  up  to  Simpson's.  I  sent  for  it  and  got  it  back. 
It  was  three  or  four  sticks. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  raft  than  thatt — A.  No,  sir.  This  was  a  raft  that  I  had  pur- 
chased. I  picked  out  several  sticks  for  the  Constitution's  masts.  I  told  the  man  to  haul 
them  in  the  basin,  and  in  the  confosion  of  pulling  so  many  scows  and  lighters,  some  fellow 
cast  this  thing  off,  and  it  went  out,  and  was  gone  a  half  an  hour,  and  my  man  went  out  in 
a  boat  and  got  it.  He  could  not  get  to  it  quick  enough,  and  some  one  had  made  it  fast. 
One  of  the  officers,  or  somebody  else,  wrote  a  memorandum  on  a  slip  of  paper,  saying  that 
one  of  our  rafts  had  got  adrift. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  brick  and  other 
material  were  delivered  at  League  Island  ? — A.  Not  as  to  the  manner  of  delivery.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Have  you  been  at  League  Island  since  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Burlington  chartered  or  hired  from  t — A.  From  Wood  &,  Dialogue. 

Q.  Are  they  the  same  parties  who  purchased  the  sectional  or  dry  dock  ?— A.  I  believe  so  ; 
they  have  a  dry-dock  over  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  efforts  you  and  others  took  to  collect  the  amount  of  money  they 
bid  or  agreed  to  pay  for  the  dock  t — A.  I  never  had  any  connection  with  it,  and  never 
knew  what  they  agreed  to  pay  for  it. 

Q.  Was  it  sold  before  you  came  to  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  it  is  unpaid  for  to  this  day,  you  know  nothing  about  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it.  There  are  no  papers  or  records  in  our  office  in  reference  to  it,  so  far  as  I 
know.  League  Island  is  run  independently  of  us  now^  and  the  officers  down  there  would 
do  whatever  they  had  to  do  without  consulting  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  quantity  of  iron  shipped  from  the  Philadelphia  yard 
to  Roach,  Pennock  &  Co.,  Cramp  &,  Sons,  and  others  f— A.  We  delivered  to  them,  and 
they  carried  it  out  to  the  railroads  in  some  cases  and  took  it  away.  We  did  not  ship  it  our* 
selves.     I  merely  delivered  and  weighed  the  iron  to  them,  they  shipping  it. 

Q.  Your  books  should  show  that  weight,  should  they  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  name  of  the  cast  iron  ever  been  changed  into  wrought  iron  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it 
has  been  traded  from  cast  to  wrought;  that  is,  two-fifths  was  called  wrought.  Why  it  waa 
done,  I  do  not  know.  It  was  not  changed  on  the  book,  but  merely  a  memorandum  was  made 
that  such  change  had  been  reqnested.  The  record  stands  conect,  as  far  as  the  cast  iron  la 
concerned. 

Q«^  By  whose  order  was  that  ? — A.  There  was  no  order  about  it.  Mr.  Steel  came  around 
to  take  all  the  amounts  of  iron  delivered  to  the  different  parties,  and  when  he  came  to  cast 
iron,  he  says,  '*Why  can't  it  be  made  all  wrought  f"  I  says,  **It  can,  by  taking  the  market 
valuation."  He  said  he  would  rather  have  it  all  wrought  iron.  We  changed  it,  saying, 
here  would  be  5,000  pounds  of  cast  iron  changed  to  3,000  pounds  of  wrought  iron.  I  think 
the  proportion  was  two-fifths,  although  I  will  not  be  sure  of  that.  That  does  not  affect  the 
accounts  at  all.   They  stand  the  same ;  the  books  showing  the  cast  and  the  wrought  iron. 

Q.  Explain  why  that  was  done,  if  there  could  be  any  reason  for  it. — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
why.    Tbat  was  Mr.  Steele's  action  and  not  mine.    We  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  vi\\iVi\\\\si^. 
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Q.  In  other  words,  the  suggestion  came  from  him  when  he  htd  a  qaantity  of  cast  iron  on 
hand  to  resolve  it  into  such  a  quantity  of  wronght  iron  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Thatwrouflrht  iron  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  parties  who  had  bought  iron  from  the 
Navy  Department  7 — A.  It  was  already  delivered.  For  instance,  in  taking  op  the  scrap-iron 
promiscuously  through  any  yard,  and  in  this  vard  particularly,  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
old  cast  iron,  old  machinery,  broken  wheels,  and  pulleys.  They  took  that  np  and  weighed  it 
as  cast  iron,  and  turned  it  in  as  cast  iron.  He  said,  **  Why  can't  this  all  be  made  wrooglit 
iron  ?"  I  told  him  so  it  could  by  changing  the  mark  ;  it  was  merely  a  red  cross  made,  and 
so  many  pounds  of  cast  iron  were  carried  in  the  recapitulation  as  wrought  iron.  That  is  what 
it  says  in  the  book. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Five  pounds  of  cast  iron  to  equal  three  pounds  of  wrought  iron  ? — A.  Either  fire 
pounds  of  cast  iron  to  equal  three  pounds  of  wrought  iron,  or  to  equal  two  pouuds  of 
wrought.    It  is  correctly  stated  in  the  book. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  possible  reason  could  there  be  for  that  T — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  yon- 
It  was  merely,  as  I  understood  it,  for  him  to  make  up  the  aggregate  quantity  of  iron.  It  did 
not  enter  into  the  account  at  all ;  it  was  only  for  him  to  make  his  report  of  the  aggregate 
amount,  going  around  to  the  several  navy -yards.     It  did  not  affect  us. 

Q.  It  aid  not  affect  you  right  there  at  the  yard,  but  did  it  have  any  affect  anywhere  else? 
— A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  It  did  not  affect  us  in  our  dealings  between  McManus  and 
ourselves.    There  was  the  Quantity  of  iron  in  the  account,  and  it  w^ill  be  settled  accordingly. 

Q.  Is  that  account  of  Mcftanus  made  with  the  ofBcers  of  the  yard,  or  with  the  bureau  at 
Washington? — A.  With  the  bureau  at  Washington.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  transac- 
tion except  to  keep  the  account ;  I  did  not  make  the  transaction  or  the  arrangement  for  the 
delivery  of  the  iron.  The  arraogemeut  was  made,  and  orders  would  come  to  receive  or 
deliver,  as  the  case  might  be. 

Q.  State  whether  in  making  that  exchange,  there  is  not  opportunity  ot  fraud  as  against 
the  Government? — A.  No,  sir,  unless  there  was  a  fraud  in  the  price.  So  far  as  these 
accounts  are  concerned  and  the  amount  of  iron  delivered  and  received,  it  is  just  as  honest  as 
nny  bankincr  transaction  that  ever  took  place  in  the  world.  There  is  no  opportunity  for 
fraud,  80  far  as  I  know. 

(^.  How  would  it  be  in  making  the  change  when  he  came  to  his  report? — A.  There  migh| 
be  a  chance  there  of  writing  two  pounds  for  five,  when  it  ought  to  have  been  two  and  a  hal' 
for  five,  but  the  whole  matter  don't  amount  to  more  than  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  That  is  all  in  that  individual  transaction  ?— A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  But  if  it  runs  through  all  the  iron  dealings  of  the  Department,  it  would  amount  to  • 
much  larger  sum,  would  it  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  other  transactions  of  that  kind 
there  are.  The  cast  iron  here  is  a  very  trifling  matter.  My  idea  was,  that  he  did  not  want 
to  make  two  items  of  cast  iron  and  wrought  iron — that  he  wanted  to  get  a  fair  statement. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  stationed  at  League  Island  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  inspected  any  material  delivered  there  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  never  inspected  any  lumber  7 — A.  The  inspectors  under  me  inspected  all 
the  lumber  that  was  delivered  there,  but  no  question  ever  arose  which  rendered  it  necessary 
to  call  me  in.  The  inspector  is  supposed  to  go  along  until  some  controversy  arises,  or 
somebody  makes  a  complaint  that  he  does  not  get  justice  done.  I  would  then  take  the  oiat- 
ter  in  charge. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  supervise  the  worW  of  your  inspectors  down  there  to  see  whether  they 
were  acting  rightly  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  called  on  in  any  one  case  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  inspect  the  knees  that  had  been  delivered  ? — A.  Not  down  there.  I  inspected 
those  delivered  up  here.  I  don't^think  there  were  may  knees  delivered  down  there.  There 
were  a  few,  but  not  many  delivered  down  there  until  the  time  'of  my  leaving. 

Q.  Who  inspected  the  knees  delivered  by  Bashor  &  Co.  ? — A.  Mr.  Keen,  the  inspector. 

Q.  Who  inspected  those  delivered  by  Mr.  Savage  ? — A.  Mr.  Keen,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  that  you  had  snffgested  the  purchase  of  the  ship-knees  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  so.    I  had  done  so  time  and  affain. 

Q.  Is  that  so  in  the  case  of  Savage  as  well  as  Bashor  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don*t  recollect  that 
it  was  the  case  in  relation  to  Mr.  Savage. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Savage  make  his  contract  here,  or  with  the  bureau  at  Washingtou  7 — A.  With 
the  bureau  at  Washington.  We  always  wanted  knees.  We  are  always  short  of  them,  and 
always  glad  to  get  them. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  ever  been  called  to  a  timber-bending  machine  at  the  Boston  yard  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  its  value  or  use  to  the  Government  7 — A.  I  really  do  not 

know  that.    I  saw  them  bending  a  stick  of  timber  once.    I  do  not  think  the  machine  is  of 

much  account,  although  I  do  not  know  much  about  it.     I  have  no  practical  knowledge  of 

it.    On  our  visit  there  I  saw  the  machine  put  into  operation,  and  it  bent  two  sticks  very 

nicely,    li  was  a  large  machine.    Wbelliei  It  is  ^oin^  to  be  of  any  use  to  the  service,  I  do 

not  know. 
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Q.  Since  jou  have  been  connected  with  the  service,  do  you  know  of  anj  officer  or  affent 
r  employe  of  the  Government  receiving  any  pay  or  gfift  or  reward  of  any  kind  from  con- 
ractorst — A.  No, sir;  I  know  it  to  have  been  offered,  but  I  never  knew  it  to  have  been  re- 
eived.  I  bad  it  offered  to  me  time  and  time  again,  and  in  pretty  large  amounts — as  high  as 
60,000. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  It  is  so  long  ago  that  I  would  rather  not  mention  that. 

Q.  I  mean  within  the  period  since  the  year  1870. — A.  I  have  had  three  or  four  offers,  and  I 
rould  not  like  to  expose  them.  They  were  offered  in  good  faith — one  of  them  at  any  rate. 
i  party  said  that  he  understood  it  was  the  custom.  I  told  him  it  was  not  my  custom,  and 
le  begged  my  pardon  and  said  no  more  about  it.  He  was  a  personal  friend  and  did  it  in  a 
fiend ly  spirit. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Bigler  ever  do  that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  is  too  mean  for  that. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Swift  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay? -A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay,  at  any  time,  ever  give  you  a  watch  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  On  Christmas  eve 
[  found  a  watch  in  a  package  on  my  table  from  him.  I  did  not  know  what  to  do  or  what  to 
(ay  abont  it.  I  had  known  him  a  good  many  years,  and  he  put  it  as  a  Christmas  present. 
i  tew  days  afterward  I  went  to  McKay  and  told  him  I  could  not  retain  that  watch,  although 
[  should  like  to  keep  it,  and  that  it  grieved  me  to  return  it.    I  returned  it  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  about  what  time  you  returned  it  ? — A.  In  about  four  weeks,  I  think. 
We  talked  about  it  a  long  while  before  I  returned  it.  He  tried  to  persuade  me  differeutly, 
ind  I  thought  it  over  and  talked  it  over.  At  last  I  said  to  him,  *'  Here,  I  never  have  taken 
luy thing  yet,  and  I  guess  I  had  better  not  take  thii)." 

Q.  Did  S  P.  Brown  or  A.  P.  Brow^n  ever  make  any  offer  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Hyatt  &  Spencer? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Bucher  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Messrs.  Cattell,  or  either  one  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  had  any  dealings 
with  anv  of  them. 

Q.  What  prominent  dealers  who  are  contractors  with  the  Navy  ever  offered  you  anything  ? 
—A.  Must  1  tell  it  1 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Witness.  Well,  Mr.  Gaskell.  We  bought  a  lot  of  stuff  from  him.  and  about  that  time 
GiLskeH  came  down  to  see  me.  I  think  he  said  that  he  had  $500  in  his  pocket  for  me.  I 
said,  **  What  is  that  for,"  and  he  replied,  **  Well,  we  are  indebted  to  you  that  much."  I 
said,  '*  Just  keep  it  there.    Don't  take  it  out.** 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  it  was  customary  that  those  things  should  be  done  1 — A.  He  said  he  so 
anderstood  it.  He  said  I  had  benefited  him.  I  told  him  what  1  had  done  was  open, 
frank,  and  aboveboard.  Said  I,  **  When  I  first  came  here,  you  thought  I  was  abusing 
you ;  but  I  think  you  find  now  I  am  afair-dealing  man.*'    That  ended  it,  and  he  apologized. 

Q.  Did  any  other  person  among  the  prominent  dealers  with  the  Government  ever  approach 
you  in  that  manner  7 — A.  There  was  one  who  wanted  to  make  a  present  to  me,  and  I  told 
mm  I  would  not  take  it.  That,  was  Mr.  Reed.  He  wanted  to  know  what  he  should  present 
to  me.  He  has  some  connection  with  the  firm  of  Land,  Hatch  «&  Co.  On  reflection,  I 
rather  take  that  back,  because  he  did  not  make  any  offer.  He  asked  me  if  he  owed  me 
anything.  He  put  it  in  the  light  that  if  I  said  '*yes'*  he  would  have  given  me  something, 
but  he  did  not  make  me  an  offer,  nor  did  the  other  man,  Gaskell,  show  me  any  money.  He 
merely  said  that  he  had  it,  and  I  declined  even  to  look  at  it. 

Q.  Do  you  Icnow  of  any  instance  where  gifts  have  been  made  to  the  members  of  the  fam- 
ilies  of  those  in  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  debtA  or  engagements  met  for  or  on  behalf  of  them  ? — A.  I  can  only  answer  for 
myself.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  other  people's  business.  I  koQw  I  never  received 
one  penny,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  nor  did  any  of  my  family,  and  if  I  caught  them  at  it 
I  would  take  their  hides  off.  As  to  others,  I  hear  it  mooted  around  that  such  is  the  fact, 
but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  haopeu  to  know  whether,  in  the  construction  department  at  this  navy-yard,  a 
gentleman  namea  Kennedy  is  a  clerk  or  writer  or  employ^  ? — A.  I  recollect  that  there  was 
such  a  person.  He  was  an  old  man,  I  think,  in  the  timber-inspector's  department.  I  think 
his  name  was  Kenned  v. 

A.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  T — A.  No,  sir.    I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  him  lately. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  in  the  naval  service  who  has  any  interest,  direct  or  con- 
ti agent,  in  any  patent  being  used  in  the  naval  service  or  in  any  contract  with  the  Navy 
Department  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  navy -yard  at  Mare  Island,  California  t — A.  I  was  attached  to  that  yard. 

Q.  If  you  have  any  knowledge  of  any  frauds  or  abuses  in  connection  with  the  naval  serv- 
ice at  that  point,  state  the  same  to  the  committee. — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  fraud  or 
abuses  at  that  yard. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  to  what  extent  committees  of  either  ptrty  interfered  in  their 
recommendation  fur  the  employment  of  mechanics  and  laborers  at  tnat  yard,  and  while  yo^ 
are  replying^  vou  may  in  your  answer  refer  to  the  navy-yard  at  Ph\\aae\p\i\flk. — k.  k\.\Xi\^ 
yard  it  would  cover  a  tremendous  amount  of  ground.    They  seut  me  peW\\oii%  «X  "VLw^ 
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Island,  and  so  far  as  I  could,  I  paid  atteDtion  to  them.  I  would  employ  the  men  where  I 
could  do  it  consifitently.  By  anu  hy  I  received  petitions  asking  me  to  retuin  a  man,  and 
then  another  petition,  perhaps  from  the  same  man,  askiu^ir  nie  to  turn  the  man  out 

Q.  I  refer  to  political  committees. — A.  It  was  a  ^neral  committee  that  would  do  this. 
In  most  of  their  dealings  when  they  found  I  would  not  enter  into  the  spirit  of  afiairs,  they 
dealt  with  the  commandant,  and  my  orders  came  through  him.  Insteaid  of  reoommendin^ 
them  fur  di8char^e  or  employment,  the  commandant  would  order  me  to  do  that.  At  first  he 
trid  to  coax  me  to  do  it,  and  finally  discharged  me  because  I  would  not  go  into  it  as  deep 
as  he  wanted  me. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  from  your  answers  that  the  political  committees  assumed  to  take  c<m> 
trol  of  discharging  and  taking  on  men  there?— A.  Yes,  n\r  ;  indirectly  they  did. 

Q.  By  what  authority  was  such  interference  recognized  ? — A.  By  the  commandant,  I 
think. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  orders  or  directions  from  the  bureau  at  Washington  in  relation  ta 
itf — A.  I  do  not  think  that  at  Mare  Island  I  got  any  orders  from  the  department ;  I  do  not 
recollect  any.     They  came  from  the  commandant  direct. 

Q.  Now  reply  as  to  this  yard. — A.  As  to  this  yard,  the  department  ordered  a  great  many 
men  to  be  employed.    Congressmen  claimed  the  nomination  of  the  men. 

Q.  Were  you  directed  by  the  department  to  recognize  the  right  of  the  Congressmen  tode 
so  T — A.  The  directions  were  given  before  I  came  here  to  divide  the  men  eqaally  in  the  con- 
gressional  districts,  as  near  as  could  be  done  consistently. 

Q.  In  making  that  direction,  did  it  include  Mr.  Randall's  district  as  well  as  Mr.  0*Neill'i 
and  Mr.  Kelley's  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  his  recommendations  were  to  he  carried  outf — A.  No;  they  didnH  put  it  in  thai 
way.  I  filled  his  district,  however,  by  taking  on  such  men  as  he  recommended,  and  filled 
it  up  by  such  men  as  I  picked  out  myself.  It  left  me  a  little  chance  to  employ  a  few  men 
on  my  own  hook.     I  however  employed  every  man  he  recommended. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  out  of  the  other  districts  you  did  not  employ  any  man  on  yonr 
own  knowledge  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  did.  Each  Congressman  had  a  list  of  the  men  in  his 
district,  both  Charles  O'Neill,  Mr.  Myers,  and  the  rest,  and  if  there  was  any  man  on  that 
list  whom  they  did  not  like,  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  say  so,  and  I  scratched  his  name  off 
and  put  another  one's  name  on  at  their  selection.  I  got  along  with  them  all  very  well,  ex- 
cept with  Charles  O'Neill,  who  would  always  have  one  extra  man. 

Q.  You  were  familiar  with  all  the  buildings  and  fixtures  at  the  navy-yard  here,  were  yon 
not  ? — A.  I  was,  before  It  was  thrown  down. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  it  would  cost  to  lay  the  foundations  and  build  the  build- 
ings and  walls  at  League  Island  and  put  them  in  as  good  condition  as  those  were  in  the  old 
yard. — A.  I  could  not  give  you  that  in  detail.  I  said  some  time  ago  that  it  would  cost  five 
or  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  make  a  navy-yard  of  that  place. 

Q.  I  mean  just  what  was  above  ground?— A.  I  could  not  say  how  much  it  would  cost; 
say  $1,000,000.  They  have  got  to  fill  in  to  make  the  foundation.  If  you  stand  the  build- 
ings up  on  stilts  you  might  work. 

Q.  Would  $1,000,000 complete  the  walls? — A.  No.  sir;  I  thought  you  only  meant  to  re- 
fer to  the  buildings.     It  would  take  $1,000,000  to  lay  the  foundation  and  erect  the  same- 
buildings  that  were  at  the  old  yard. 

Q.  How  much  would  it  cost  to  build  the  walls  out  to  deep  water  and  make  them  as  good 
as  they  were  at  the  old  vard  ? — ^A.  You  cannot  do  that.  The  circumstances  are  different,  so 
that  you  cannot  make  them  as  good  as  they  were  here.  They  will  either  be  better  or  will 
not  be  there  at  all.  Ships  could  not  lie  at  the  wharves  down  there  as  they  did  up  here. 
You  might  build  piers  out.  It  would  cost,  say,  $1,000,000  more  to  build  pier^  or  make 
proper  wharves  so  that  vessels  could  lie  as  safely  there  as  they  could  here. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  iron,  if  it  be  shown  you  that  a  lot  of  full-length  bars  of  angle-iron— 
light  iron,  say  2|  inches  each  side,  and  i  of  an  inch-thick — was  delivered,  among  the  wrought 
iron,  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  as  scrap-iron,  would  you  say  that  was  according  to  th) 
understanding  that  you  had  of  this  trade  with  the  Qovemment  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  should  not, 
if  it  came  from  our  «tock. 

Q.  If  it  came  from  your  stock  it  came  from  it  improperly,  did  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  un- 
doubtedly. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  such  iron  is  up  in  the  Queen-street  warehouse  with  that  iron, 
brought  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Burleigh.  The  committee  have  seen  it  there. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  believe  it  was  taken  from  our  iron  in  the  yard.    If  such  is  the 
case,  I  have  been  so  terribly  deceived  that  I  cannot  believe  anything.    In  all  the  transactions 
and  all  the  carting  of  iron  back  and  forth,  I.have  yet  to  see  the  first  piece  that  was  improp 
erly  taken,  large  or  small. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  most  of  the  iron  has  been  removed  from  the  Queen-street  ware* 
house T— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  has  or  not;  I  have  made  no  inquiry  in  that 
respect. 
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Q.  We  have  been  informed  that  it  has  been  almost  all  removed,  but  we  have  still  found 
that  lot  there. ~ A.  Those  people  have  larfj^e  quantities  of  iron. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  ship  Constitution  was  beinfi^  repaired.  Where  was  that,  and  in 
what  condition  was  she  at  the  time  you  commenced  work  upon  her  7 — A.  I  had  hauled  her 
ashore  on  the  ground,  and  we  planked  and  calked  her. 

Q.  Did  you  plank  her  all  over  outside?— A.  No,  sir;  just  from  her  water-line  up.  She 
had  been  stripped  several  jears  ago,  and  had  been  allowed  to  lie  and  go  to  pieces.  I  took 
an  interest  in  her,  and  the  Department  authorized  me  to  repair  her. 

Q.  In  what  condition  was  her  frame  ? — A.  Quite  sound  ;  there  were  probably  not  a  dozen 
bad  sticks  in  it. 

Q.  Was  the  frame  made  of  live-oak? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  three  pounds  of  wrought  scrap  was  not  worth  in  the  market  as 
much  as  five  pounds  of  cast-iron  scrap  at  the  time  the  agreement  was  made  of  which  you  have 
spoken  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  worth  more  ;  cast-iron  scrap  was  not  worth  much.  I 
think  there  was  about  double  the  difference  between  wrought  and  cast ;  2^  would  have  been 
about  rieht. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  there  were  no  facilities  for  repairing  ships,  or  for  ship-building,  at 
League  Island  at  the  present  time  7 — A.  There  are  none  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  How  much  money  would  have  to  be  spent  to  make  facilities  of  that  kind  at  League 
Island  f — A.  We  could  build  a  ship  there  oy  putting  in  a  foundation  which  would  cost, 
probably,  about  |200,000. 

Q.  That  would  be  for  one  ve8«el  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  what  kind  of  a  bottom 
they  have  thefe.  They  e^y  it  is  a  good,  sound  bottom.  I  doubt  it.  I  know  we  have  had 
to  go  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  to  sink  a  dag-stand,  but  I  never  have  been  there 
to  inauire  into  how  much  it  would  take  to  make  a  foundation  for  a  ship.  I  think  a  good 
founaation  might,  perbnps,  be  put  in  for  1 100, 000. 

Q.  Under  those  circumstances,  what  is  the  object  of  sending  knees  now  to  League  Island  f — 
A.  There  is  no  better  place  in  the  world  to  store  them.  They  are  things  that  we  ought  to 
keep  a  big  stock  ot  at  all  times. 

Q.  Have  knees  been  purchased  and  landed  there  recently  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  are  being 
landed  there  now,  I  believe. 

Q.  Are  there  any  b  etter  facilities  for  storirg  knees  at  League  Island  than  at  the  other 
yards? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Better  than  at  the  Portsmouth  'yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  all  salt-water  at  the  Ports- 
mouth yard. 

Q.  Is  not  salt-water  better  to  keep  timber  in  than  fresh-water  7— A.  No,  sir.  You  want 
fresh-water  on  account  of  the  timber-worm.  If  you  can  get  salt-water  where  there  is  no 
worm,  then  the  salt-water  would  be  the  best,  I  think. 

Q.  If  they  removed  iron  by  night  from  the  Government  navy-yard,  you  did  not  see 
it  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  it,  and  I  did  not  know  it.  I  don't  believe  that  there  was  a 
pound  of  iron  removed  from  there  when  our  receiver  was  not  there.  There  was  such  a  hur- 
ly-burly, helter-skelter,  pell-mell,  that  it  was  hard  to  know  what  was  done. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  tne  teams  were  there  working  until  10  or  11  or  12  o'clock  at  night  ? — 
A.  Yes, sir;  but  it  was  pulling  big  timber.  I  don't  think  they  were  hauling  iron.  They 
had  no  facilities  for  working  at  iron  in  the  night-time.  They  could  not  work  at  it  to  advan- 
tage, nnless  they  were  stealing  it. 

Q.  We  have  information  before  the  committee  that  team  after  team  during  the  whole 
evening  or  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  was  loading  iron  from  the  same  pile,  taking  part  to  the 
League  Island  navy -yard,  and  carrying  part  to  l^yfert,  McManus  &  Co.'s  warehouse  ;  what 
do  you  think  of  that  if — A.  You  may  have  that  evidence,  but  I  dou*t  think  there  is  one  word 
of  truth  in  it. 

Q.  You  were  not  there  to  see,  were  you  ? — A.  I  didn't  see  it  myself,  and  I  don't  believe  it. 

Q.  Did  any  bar-iron  go  to  Seyfert  &  McManus  ? — A  None  but  this  large  bar-iron  that  I 
have  spoken  about  belonging  to  the  ship. 

Q.  Was  there  any  round  iron  ?— A.  None,  except  bolts.     There  was  what  you  might  ca 
bar- iron.     The  strapping  of  the  Nebraska  went  there,   but  it  went  as  scrap  or  old  iron, 
although  bar- iron  in  one  sense  of  the  word.    It  was  not  actual  bar-iron,  as  I  understand  the 
term. 

Q.  Would  not  that  strapping  be  bored  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  would  be  punched  with  holes. 

Mr.  BuRLEiGfi.  This  bar-iron  that  was  moved  there  was  not  punched  with  holes. 

The  Witness.  I  don't  know,  then,  what  it  could  be. 

Q.  What  round  iron  was  that  7 — A.  It  was  bolts. 

Q.  Were  there  no  bars  7 — A.  No  bars  went  properly,  and  no  straps  or  other  iron  that  had 
not  been  used  went  properly,  except  this  Nebraska  iron.  In  other  words,  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  nothing  went  but  what  ought  to  have  gone,  which  was  legitimate  scrap  iron.  If 
there  was  anything  else  taken,  it  was  improperly  taken  ;  but  I  do  not  know  it,  and'I  canno 
conceive  that  it  was  taken. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Who  was  there  to  take  charge  of  it  f~A.  Our  receiver  delivei^  evw^X\i\i\^,  Wi^\««8k%^ 
came  naming  every  team,  and  what  the  articles  were. 

If.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 5 
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Q.  I  mean  in  the  night-time  when  they  were  sending  it  down  to  the  wharf. — A.  I  did  oot 
understand  that  it  was  sent  down  in  the  night.  I  understood  that  it  was  only  the  tim- 
ber that  was  moved  in  the  night-time.  Whatever  was  removed  in  the  night  was  sorrepti- 
tiouslv  moved.   I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  I  ou  also  say  that  you  do  not  know  of  any  composition  metal  being  removed  from  tbt 
yard  in  those  boats. — A.  Copper  pipes  were  spoken  about  as  being  taken  away. ,  I  know 
nothing  about  them,  and  I  know  nothing  about  composition  metal  of  ours.  We  never  tent 
away  any  composition  metal  that  I  know  of,  except  what  was  sent  to  the  Washington  dstj- 
vard  to  be  recast.  Just  before  this  sale  occurred,  I  boxed  up,  I  don*t  know  how  many 
boxes,  and  shipped  them  aboard  the  ship  Tallapoosa  until  we  filled  her  up. 

Q.  What  other  department  in  the  yara  woula  have  had  large  quantities  of  that  material  ?— 
A.  Ordnance.    Some  of  that  composition  was  left  and  did  not  go  to  Washington. 

Q.  Did  large  quantities  of  th^t  composition  metal  go  from  the  ordnance  department  to 
the  Queen-street  warehouse  ? — A.  I  have  understood  that,  and  I  have  heard  Mr.  licKsy  teU 
about  having  bought  gun-carriages  at  a  certain  price.  1  had  no  connection,  however,  with 
it,  and  I  do  not  know  how  much  there  was  of  it,  and  never  saw  it.  I  have  seen  the  pun- 
carriages  as  they  stood  out  in  the  back  part  of  the  yard,  but  have  no  knowledge  as  to  tbeir 
quantity.     I  think  there  were  eighteen  carriases. 

Q.  Would  not  those  gun-carriages  and  slides  do  for  any  other  vessel  ? — A.  I  suppose  so ; 
but  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  them. 

Q.  Was  that  composition  metal  which  you  sent  to  Washington  valuable  to  the  Goveni- 
ment  to  work  ag^in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Once  all  our  composition  castings  were  made  at  Wash- 
ington. , 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  general  order  never  to  sell  any  composition,  but  to  send  it  to  Washing- 
ton 7 — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not 

Q.  That  has  been  the  custom  at  the  yard,  has  it  not? — A.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  the 
construction  department  to  send  it  to  Washington. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  that  you  have  rejected  being  afterward  received  :  and,  if 
so,  by  whom  T — A.  To  come  down  to  a  fine  point,  1  have  had  the  inspector,  or  rather  the 
expert,  look  at  articles  and  say  they  were  not  what  he  required.  The  contractor  would  ooaoe 
and  say  they  were  the  articles  I  ordered,  and  were  according  to  sample.  I  have  foand 
that  they  were  what  I  really  had  ordered,  and  I  would  say  that  that  was  so,  and  we  wonld 
take  them.  The  foreman  who  would  go  up  as  an  expert  would  be  perhaps  a  new  foremao, 
or  he  had  perhaps  changed  his  ideas  us  to  what  he  wanted,  and  then  wished  to  change  the 
contract  to  conform  to  nis  ideas.  I  would  then  do  what  I  thought  was  justice  in  the 
premises. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  to  what  extent  the  practice  prevails  to  which  I  called  your  attention 
some  days  ago,  of  contractors  being  let  off  on  the  fulfillment  of  part  of  their  contract  ?~A. 
I  do  not  think,  as  far  as  my  knowl^ge  is  concerned,  that  it  ever  went  far  enough  to  make 
any  difficulty  or  to  injure  the  Government  to  any  great  extent,  to  my  personal  knowledge. 
I  never  knew  a  contractor  to  be  let  off  where  it  amounted  to  anything  of  any  conseqaence. 
Sometimes  cases  occur  where  contractors  have  taken  a  contract  to  furnish  articles  that  can- 
not be  furnished.    They  have  been  asked  for  but  cannot  be  found.     We  wonld  then  substi- 
tute something  else  or  close  the  contract.     We  do  not  have  any  trouble  with  the  contractors 
who  bid  for  the  yearly  contracts ;  that  is,  we  have  no  trouble  that  amounts  to  anything. 
It  is  with  the  big  contractors  taking  contracts  for  the  ship  that  the  trouble  arises.    I  do  not 
have  any  trouble  with  a  small  paint-brush  sender,  or  anything  of  that  kind  but  when  joo 
come  to  inspect  a  ship,  for  instance,  you  are  in  hot  water  all  the  time  and  have  to  watcb. 
every  moment.     They  will  hire  unskilled  workmen,  and  will  do  bad  work,  and  we  are  con* 
sequently  in  difficulty  all  the  time  ;  whereas  when  a  man  has  a  few  sticks  of  timber  or  a  few 
locks  or  hinges  to  furnish,  it  don't  make  so  much  difference. 

By  Mr.  BrRLEKiH : 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instance  where  parties  have  taken  contracts  in  your  bureau,  and 
have  not,  according  to  your  ideas,  performed  their  contracts  properly,  and  have  been  after^ 
ward,  let  off  by  the  Department  in  Washington  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  acx^ording  to  my  under- 
standing of  your  question.  I  have  known  them  to  be  let  off,  as  I  believe,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment  had  not  the  money  to  pay  them — because  they  were  short  and  were  glad  enough  of 
an  opportunity  to  close  the  contracts. 

Q.  1  mean  when  they  have  not  fulfilled  all  the  specifications  of  the  contract  and  have 
been  paid  for  the  whole  contract. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  beard  of  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  all  the  contracts  in  this  vicinity  for  building  and  repairing  ves- 
sels ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  at  all  about  them. 

Q.  Nor  whether  they  have  been  built  or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.   For  instance,, 
when  the  Alert  was  there  I  was  ordered  on  a  board  to  see  if  she  conformed  to  the  general 
specifications  in  the  contract.     What  the  terms  of  that  contract  were  I  did  not  know  aoj- 
thing  about.   All  I  knew  was  that  there  was  the  vessel,  and  knowing  the  specifications  al- 
most by  heart,  I  went  over  lo\ooV.  «kl\xw,  \oviV^«\  «xi\aft  cabin-work,  and  saw  as  a  whol^ 
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t  she  was  substautially  what  was  called  for.    I  conld  not  detect  anything  on  which  I 

lid  put  my  finger  and  say  that  it  should  be  changed. 

I.  If  there  was  anything  in  the  specifications  and  it  was  not  completed,  whose  fault 

uld  you  consider  it? — ^A.  The  fault  of  the  local  inspector  who  inspected  her.    I  could 

t  discoYer  the  fault  probably. 

^.  In  building  a  vessel  where  the  spars  were  mentioned  in  the  specifications,  would  the 

atract  be  completed  unless  the  spars  were  built  by  the  contractors  ? — A.  Certaioly  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Applying  the  term  **  buildiufir  a  vessel  up  to  naval  standard,**  would  yon  say  that  the 
uroD,  tne  Alert,  and  the  Ranger  were  equal  to  that  standard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Id  your  opinion,  how  much  below  or  above  it  are  they  f — A.  They  are  35  or  .30  per 
Dt  below  it. 

Q.  Which  one  of  them  is  the  better  vessel  of  the  three  f — A.  The  one  which  is  at  Wil- 
iogtoD.  I  believe  she  is  called  the  Ranger.  She  is  the  one  built  by  Harlan,  &,  Hollings- 
ortb. 

Tbe  Chairman.  I  have  heard  the  opinion  advanced  that  those  built  by  Roach  were  50 
ir  ceuU  below. 

Tbe  Witness.  You  asked  me  how  much  below,  and  I  averaged  the  three.   Fifty  per  cent, 
getting  down  pretty  low.     I  can  hardly  say  50  per  cent.    If  yon  take  into  consideration 
ly  opinion  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  riveting  a  vessel,  then  she  is  50  per  cent,  below  ;  but  I 
n  setting  myself  against  the  world  there,  and  may  be  my  opinion  is  not  correct.     They 
1  rivet  these  vessels  smooth* riveting,  and  I  say  it  is  wrong. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  the  value  of  the  Huron,  Alert,  and  the  Ranger  to  the  Govern- 
ent  service  f — A.  That  is  something  I  cannot  answer,  for  the  resison  that  I  hardly  know 
hat  service  they  are  intended  for. 

Q.  Say  as  men-of-war,  for  instance. — A.  As  small  gunboats,  I  take  them  to  be  e/qual  to 
^7  otber  vessels  of  the  same  rate. 

Q.  Was  it  a  judicious  expenditure  of  public  money  to  build  such  vessels  ? — A.  In  some 
spectg  I  should  say  yes,  and  in  others,  no.  If  you  wanted  a  large  cruiser  as  a  man-of- 
ar  I  should  say  no ;  but  for  small  gunboats  they  will  do  very  well. 
Q.  Suppose  the  object  to  have  been  to  build  a  class  of  vessels  of  speed  sufficient  to  be 
^ are  technically  called  *'commeroe-destroyers,"  what  would  then  be  your  opinion? — 
I  should  not  think  that  they  would  come  up  to  that  standard. 

By  Mr.  BuRLEiGH : 

^-  Or  to  compete  with  English  and  French  vessels  of  the  same  class  ? — A.  They  will  com- 
te  with  English  and  French  ve^tsels  of  the  same  class. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  will  compete  with  them  in  speed  f — A.  I  think  they  will,  although 
io  not  know  about  their  engines.  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not.  I  hear  a  good 
U  about  English  speed,  but  I  find,  when  thev  come  to  try  them,  that  it  is  not  there  except 
paper.  I  think  our  vessels  are  as  good  as  the  English  vessels  in  that  respect.  There  is 
ne  trouble,  I  believe,  about  the  boilers  and  about  the  style  of  engines ;  but  I  am  not  a 
Bcient  engineer  to  answer  whether  they  are  the  best  in  the  world  or  not.  I  have  never 
n  any  English  vessels  any  better  than  they  are.  In  that  class  of  work  the  English  and 
inch  work  is  not  so  good  as  our  own. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

}.  Von  stated  to  me  personally  that  you  desired  to  make  some  statement  in  regard  to 
tain  proof  alleged  to  have  been  made  before  a  committee  by  Assistan  Constructor  Varnev. 
Keed  with  your  statement. — A.  I  noticed  in  the  papers,  some  time  ago,  that  he  made  the 
tement  that  he  fuund  the  yard  at  Mare  Island  in  a  very  corrupt  condition  ;  that  I  had 
names  of  men  on  my  roll  who  were  not  there  to  do  the  work.  I  desire  to  denounce 
t  statement  as  false  ;  and  if  necessary  to  produce  witnesses  in  support  of  my  denial.  I 
t  produce  the  man  who  kept  the  accounts  to  show  that  the  statement  is  false.  Mr.  Varney 
>  says  that  I  was  interested  in  a  $15,000  contract.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  $15,000 
tract,  and  bad  not  until  after  I  had  left  the  yard.  Then  a  man  put  in  a  claim  for  extras 
work  that  he,  Varney,  had  had  done.  Varney  made  a  lot  of  changes  for  which  I  was 
^eqaently  told  a  claim  was  put  in ;  but  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  was  not  there 
be  time. 

i.  Who  was  that  claimant  ? — A.  O.  M.  Berry  told  me  about  it.  I  think  the  contractor's 
tie  was  Risden.  Benry  put  in  a  lot  of  tools.  I  had  ananged  how  tbe  tools  should  go  to 
^fonn  to  those  that  I  put  in  in  Boston.  As  soon  as  he  took  charge  he  turned  the  wprk 
npletely  upside  down,  and  the  parties  protested.  After  having  finished  it  a  claim  was 
d«  for  $15,(K)0.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  a  year  afterward.  Berry  told  me  about  it 
^  or  four  or  five  months  ago.  This  occurred  immediately  after  I  left  California,  which 
« in  the  spring  of  1871,  I  think. 

"arney  says,  furthermore,  as  I  understand  it,  that  I  was  interested  in  an  uon-mV^.    \ 
'ew  nothing  about  an  iron-mill,  and  had  no  dealings  with  any  such.    1  Yi«lOl  dfea\\t\%,^  V\\\i 
*^fort,  Kellogg,  and  KsiJ.     Tbejr  were  hardware-dealers   and  metcbtxula.    1  ^owtv^  vi^ 
*re  paying  J4  and  J5  cents  a  pound  for  iron,  and  complained  about  \l.    1  aa\d  WaX  \X  <iO^\. 
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Qs  80  enormously  to  do  anything  that  I  was  afraid  to  movp.*  Durinir  the  conversatioa  the 
agent  of  this  firm  said,  **We  will  furnish  you  iron  for  7^  cents.*'  I  went  down  and 
saw  Mr.  Linfort,  and  he  said  that  he  had  consulted  with  the  Pacific  Rolling-Mill  people 
and  they  could  afford  to  furnish  it  at  that  price.  I  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  Wash- 
ington to  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Lenthall,  and  told  him  of  that  offer,  and  that  I 
wanted  permission  to  buy  it  of  those  parties  at  a  price  not  exceeding  7^  cents.  As  soon  a^ 
that  autnority  came  there  was  a  hullabaloo.  The  Navy  agent  was  not  satisfied,  and  the 
other  dealers  were  not  satisfied.  When  I  came  to  order  the  iron,  up  came  a  telegram  or 
letter  saying,  *'  We  want  to  charge  8  cents.''  There  was  some  hitch  about  it.  I  telegrapbd 
back,  **  Will  you  deliver  at  7^  f"    The  answer  came,  **  We  will  deliver  at  7^." 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Those  were  not  the  name  parties  who  had  been  delivering  at  14  cents,  were  thejf— 
A.  No,  sir ;  other  pnrties  had  been  delivering  through  the  Government  agent,  who  had  beeo 
buying  iron  for  15  cents^. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Navy  agent  there  at  that  time  ? — A.  The  man  who  got  into  tronble  be- 
fore Spauldiiig.  He  was  the  agent  who  was  there  in  1870.  That  was  the  only  deaiiog  I 
had  with  the  Pacific  Rolling-Mill.  They  sent  me  the  sampler  first.  I  never  knew,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  one  member  of  that  iron-firm,  and  I  do  not  yet  know  them.  I  do  oot 
know  whom  the  iron  came  from  that  was  shipped  from  the  East.  The  general  complaint  of 
Liufort  was  that  they  could  not  get  their  iron  in,  although  others  were  getting  paid  15  cents. 
I  then  wrote  directly  to  the  Department,  jumping  everybody  out  there,  aud  the  authoritj 
came  back  as  I  have  stated.     That  upset  the  ring. 

Q.  Was  there  a  ring  out  there  controlling  the  purchases  for  the  navy-yard  at  that  time*— 
A.  I  suppose  80.  Mr.  Varney  now  puts  it  that  I  was  in  with  the  rolling-mill.  I  do  Dot 
know  a  living  soul  connected  with  that  mill,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Even  if  I 
had,  I  should  claim  that  I  did  a  pretty  good  job  by  buying  iron  for  less  than  one-half,  which 
I  did  in  that  transaction. 

Q.  Had  a  large  amount  of  iron  been  bought  at  the  price  of  15  cents  ? — A.  It  had  been 
coming  in  all  along,  either  in  large  or  small  quantities,  ranging  in  price  from  13  cents  (o  15 
cents.  I  wanted  a  good  lot  for  the  Pensaoola,  and  as  soon  as  I  could  get  it  for  7^  cent) 
I  made  up  a  schedule,  and  was  glad  enough  to  have  a  stock  on  hand  to  use  from.  Being 
pinched  tor  a  bar  of  iron  often  adds  largely  to  the  expense  of  working  in  the  yard.  By  har- 
ing  a  good  fair  stock  to  pick  out  of,  we  get  along  a  ereat  deal  better ;  and  my  experience  in 
that  regard  has  been  sacn  as  to  make  me  secure  a  liberal  supply  of  everything.  I  am  not 
what  you  call  a  pinched  man.  I  want  to  lay  in  a  large  stock  from  which  I  can  pick  oat  what 
I  want,  and  I  consider  that  to  be  true  economy.  In  regard  to  ships'  knees,  I  don't  think 
you  can  have  too  many  on  hand,  for  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  be  unable  to  get  any 
at  all.  I  ought  to  say  further  that  half  of  Mr.  Varney's  time  was  taken  up  attending  to 
church.  He  was  crazy,  I  think,  on  a  particular  kind  of  religion.  He  acted  very  strangelj 
both  toward  me  and  everybody  else.  If  there  was  any  question  about  having  a  man's  name 
on  the  roll,  the  man  not  being  there,  Varney  was  the  one  who  ought  to  have  known  it,  and 
it  was  his  fault  if  such  was  the  case,  and  not  mine.  "^ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  if  you  regularly  and  duly  reported  to  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  yoar 
measurement  and  the  amount  of  timber  shipped  under  the  Brown  contract  to  Mare  IsUod, 
California,  which  was  assumed  bv  Bigler  in  lfe72. — A.  On  May  4, 1872, 1  reported  */7,280.l'7 
feet ;  on  June  24,  1«72,  I  reported  22,716.66  feet ;  on  July  9,  I  reported  7,597.68  feet.  That 
covers  the  whole  amount  shipped  to  California.  I  reported  that  as  being  aboard  the  ship, in 
conformity  with  those  instructions.  That  report  included  a  statement  of  the  kind  of  timber, 
whether  straight,  curved,  or  belonging  to  a  frame,  or  promiscuous  timber. 


PillLADELPUiA,  April  21,  1876. 
Philip  Highborn,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  the  case  of  all  material  or  stores  belonging  to  the  construction  bureaa  of  the 
navy -yard,  and  under  charge  of  the  naval  con>tructor,  when  sold  or  ordered  to  be  used  by  a 
contractor  in  any  work,  should  an  account  of  that  material  appear  on  the  books  of  the  con- 
structor?— Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Please  have  the  books  of  the  constructor  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  examined 
during  the  years  1674,  1875,  and  lb76,  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  plumbing-material  sola 
or  charged  to  W.  F.  Steele,  and  especially  the  amount  that  he  may  have  reworked  or  tis^ 
in  the  Quinnebaug.  If  he  has  maoe  any  purchases  of  iron,  zinc,  brass,  or  copper,  inclade  a 
statement  thereof  in  your  return  to  the  committee. — A.  I  will  furnish  such  reports  to  the 
committee  as  soon  as  they  can  \^  \fW^^^\. 
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Q.  Give  to  the  committee  the  history  of  that  transaction  and  all  jou  know  tbont  it. — ^A. 
They  built  ten  boilers  down  in  the  yard,  and  when  the  iron  arrived  in  the  prard  I  tested  it 
and  tried  to  work  it,  and  found  that  it  was  not  good,  and  condemned  it ;  I  rejected  it.  That 
was  after  trying  to  work  it  After  it  wtui  rejected  I  had  orders  to  deliver  to  Noblitt  the  iron 
that  had  not  been  worked.  The  whole  history  of  this  affair  is  contained  in  the  books  of  my 
department  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Calling  your  attention  back  to  this  state  of  things,  I  ask  yon  if  it  is  not  true  that  the 
bureau  ma&  an  agreement  with  Pennock  &,  Co.  to  let  them  have  iron  which  was  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Navy  or  to  this  navy-yard ;  that  is,  they  were  to  return  one  for  three  or  one  for 
five  pounds,  or  upon  some  such  terms  7 — A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  order. 

Q.  Was  the  iron  that  the  Navy  Department  obtained  from  Pennock  &,  Co.  obtained  b  y 
purchase? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Was  it  by  open  purchase  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  it  was  brought  here  it  was  rejected  or  condemned  by  you  7 — A.  It  was  rejected, 
and  that  which  had  not  oeen  worked  was  sent  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  And  by  order  of  the  bureau  directed  to  be  delivered  to  Noblitt  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  order,  then,  came  from  Pennock  &  Co.  instead  of  from  the  bureau  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Pennock  &  Co.  in  that  case.  My  dealings  were  all  with  Noblitt  &, 
Co.    They  put  the  iron  in,  and  of  course  they  took  it. 

Q.  How  was  Pennock  &,  Co.  connected  with  that  7 — A.  It  was  only  their  iron.  That  is 
all  I  know  about  it  I  had  no  official  information  tha  t  it  was  their  iron,  except  the  personal 
interview  I  had  with  Colonel  Boyd,  of  that  firm.  He  was  down  there,  and  I  had  a  great  deal 
of  talk  about  the  rejection. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  from  you  that  during  the  period  of  time  vou  were  here  as  engineer 
that  no  iron  went  from  this  navy-yard  to  the  firm  of  Pennock  &,  Co.? — A.  Not  to  my 
recollection. 

Q.  Who  were  the  contractors  for  repairing  the  vessel  called  the  Quinnebaug  f — A.  For 
putting  in  the  machinery,  Neafie  &  Levy,  the  Penn  Iron  Works. 

Q.  Have  yon  had  any  difficulties  with  that  firm  7 — A.  Not  thus  far. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  contract  was  made  f — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  some  time  in  the 
beginning  of  last  summer  or  spring. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  when  that  vessel  was  to  be  completed  according  to  the  terms  of  that 
contract  ? — A.  No,  sir;  as  soon  as  possible,  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Was  it  not  fixed  at  October  1,  and  with  a  forfeiture  of  so  much  per  month  7 — A.  No, 
sir  ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  forfeiture ;  it  might  have  been  October  1.  My  orders  are 
all  in  my  book  in  regard  to  these  matters.  I  recollect  that  the  amount  was  $30,000  to  place 
that  machinery  in  and  get  her  ready  for  sea  and  trial.  These  were  the  general  terms  of  the 
contract. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  have  had  no  difiiculties  with  them  ? — A.  Well,  no,  sir ;  the  time  has  not 
come  for  the  difficulty  yet. 

Q.  Who  has  been  inspecting  the  work  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  They  have  been  paid  from  time  to  time,  have  they  7 — A.  No,  not  a  cent  They  have 
presented  no  bills. 

Q.  Did  they  do  any  other  work  than  that  for  the  Government  ? — A.  They  are  doing  con- 
struction work. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  On  the  same  vessel  7  —A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  reason  I  say  that  the  difficulty  has  no  t 
yet  come  in  ;  there  has  been  no  bill  presented  to  me  to  sign. 

Q  Who  are  the  contractors  for  repairing  the  old  Constitution? — A.  Wood,  Dialogue  Sc 
Co.,  Kane's  Point.  N.  J.  I  am  on  duty  there,  but  I  have  no  connection  with  the  Constitu- 
tion.    I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  at  all. 

Q.  Has  any  iron  been  delivered  to  John  Roach  ?— A.  Not  iron ;  he  did' not  take  the  iron. 
He  took  composition — brass. 

A.  No  iron  or  machinery? — A.  The  brass  comprised  pieces  of  machinery;  it  was  old 
scrap-brass.    The  orders  were  that  it  should  be  delivered  to  him ;  it  was  scrap  material. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  upon  a  sale,  or  exchange  ? — A.  I  was  ordered  to  deliver 
such  brass  as  was  not  useful  for  the  Government,  being  scrap-brass,  to  John  Hoach,  and 
also  to  deliver  iron,  and  to  report  the  amount  to- the  bureau ;  which  I  did. 

Q.  Were  you  ordered  to  deliver  any  copper? — A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  copper. 
There  was  none  without  it  might  have  beeu  some  little  scrap-copper;  everything  is  enume- 
rated in  my  report. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  any  orders  to  break  up  any  machinery — boilers  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  remember  any  orders  that  it  was  to  be  handed  over  to  any  person  to  be  broken 
np  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  BURLBiGir.  Down  east  they  sold  machinery  to  different  parties,  and  they  broke  it  up 
snd  carted  it  off. 

The  Witness.    That  has  been  done  in  the  yard,  but  we  have  not  done  \l.    TVk!^'^^t«ji^i^«2^ 
machinery  was  sold  in  Jottf  to  the  people^  who  took  it  out;  itbein^;  too\)\\\VLy,\^io>sA\XM^* 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  was  a  sale  of  machinery  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  m<iii  who  bought  the  Aniieta!n  aal 
SuDCook  boilers  cut  them  up  in  the  yard  and  took  them  out. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Who  was  the  purchaser  of  the  machinery,  boilers,  &c.,  of  the 
Nebraska  ? — A.  Mr.  McKay  was  the  man  who  took  it  out.  It  was  sold  in  lots,  and  there 
were  several  purchasers. 

Q.  In  that  case  do  you  not  remember  that  you  were  directed  to  cut  it  into  pieces  of  four 
feet  in  length? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  Were  you  to  do  nothing  about  it  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  certain  about  that* — A.  Yes ;  you  could  not  cut  it  into  such  shape. 

Q.  No  part  of  the  iion  about  there  was  to  be  cut  by  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  bought  the  machinery  and  iron  connected  with  the  Suncook  f — A.  That  w&i  in 
the  same  lot.  It  was  sold  to  McKay.  There  were  two  b(Tilers  to  the  Antietam  and  two 
boilers  in  the  Suncook,  and  the  boilers  of  the  Nebraska. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  And  the  steam-engines  of  both  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  that  bought  or  taken  out  by  McKay  ?~A.  It  was  taken  out  by  McKay.  He 
bought  it  of  the  man  who  did  buy  it.  He  deposited  the  money  and  paid  for  it.  1  know 
that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  was  the  nominal  purchaser?— A.  I  forget  the  name. 

Q.  Was  it  Reynolds  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  Plant  T — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  name. 

Q.  Was  not  Plant  the  successful  bidder  in  the  Nebraska  matter  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 
All  those  things  are  down  in  the  records  of  the  yard.  £verything  was  tben  in  terrible  con- 
fusion. I  was  there  at  the  sale ;  and  to  all  appearances  the  sale  was  fair,  as  I  thought.  If 
there  was  any  underhand  work  about  it,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  who  was  the  successful  bidder,  or  whether  the  successful  bidder 
afterward  performed  the  contract  ? — A.  It  was  sold  in  lots.  McKay,  I  think,  was  the  8uc* 
cessful  bidder  on  some  of  them,  and  I  know  that  he  took  all  of  it  out. 

Q.  The  Antietam  was  sold  at  one  time,  and  for  a  pretty  good  figure.  That  sale  was  not 
confirmed  by  the  Department.  Is  not  that  the  fact  T — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that,  it  was  not  in  my  department.  I  did  not  attend  the  sale,  and  knew  nothing  at  all  about 
it.  I  knew  nothing  about  it  except  by  hearsay.  I  heard  that  Mr.  McKay  bought  her  for 
$5,000  at  one  time. 

Q.  In  the  commencement  of  your  testimony  you  spoke  of  Mr.  McKay  being  a  bidder  at 
the  auction  sales.  Do  you  remember  how  often  Mr.  McKay  was  the  sncxiessful  bidder  at 
the  sales  made  by  the  department  ?  I  mean  sales  connected  with  the  Bureau  of  Steam- 
Engineering  Y — A.  He  was  the  successful  bidder  on  scrap-iron.  He  had  a  pile  of  30  or  40 
tons  of  scrap-iron.  He  was  tVie  successful  bidder  on  the  boilers  of  the  Nebraska  and  on  the 
boilers  of  the  Suncook.  He  was  also  a  successful  bidder  on  a  lot  of  irou  tubes  that  we  bad 
there. 

Q.  Were  all  these  that  you  speak  of  sales  made  at  public  auction  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  instance  in  which  he  was  a  successful  contractor  at  private 
sales  ? — A.  We  had  no  private  sales  in  my  department. 

Q.  None  made  by  order  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  removed  from  the  yard  the  material  aud  property  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of 
Steam-Engineering  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Mr.  Kay. 

Q.  Was  that  done  by  open  sale,  or  letting  7 — A.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  received  orders 
from  Washington  that  he  was  the  contractor  for  it.  In  the  first  place,  I  received  orders  to 
report  what  would  be  a  good  way  to  remove  that  stuff.  I  inquired  arouud,  and  got  Neafie 
&  Levy,  John  Lynn,  aud  Mr.  McKay  all  to  look  at  the  stuff,  and  found  on*,  pretty  nearly 
what  they  would  doit  for,  one  against  the  other.  From  what  they  all  told  me,  1  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  about  $15,000  would  be  a  pretty  fair  price  for  removing  that  stuff.  I  calcu- 
lated at  that  time  about  the  removal  of  all  the  Nebraska's  machinery  and  these  four  boilers 
down  there,  which  was  pretty  heavy  work.  My  department  consisted  of  some  very  heavy 
pieces.  I  reported  that  I  thought  it  could  be  removed  for  about  that  sum.  Afterward  I  re- 
ceived notice  that  Mr.  McKay  had  the  contract  for  $13,000. 

Q.  Did  his  contract  include  the  removal  of  the  machinery  of  those  vessels  of  which  you 
have  spoken  t—^A.  The  contract  said,  the  material  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engin- 
eering.  That  material  at  that  time  all  belonged  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering. 

Q.  Was  it  removed  by  him  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  afterward  sold  at  auction. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  he  has  been  paid  the  sum  of  $13,000  ! — A. 
I  signed  a  bill  of  his  for  $6,000.     When  I  was  relieved  I  would  not  sign  his  other  bill,  because, 
be  had  not  completed  his  contract. 

Q.  What  did  he  lack  in  completing  his  contract  ? — A.  He  had  not  stowed  things  away  as 
I  wanted  them  at  League  I^iland.  I  i\a.vft  «k  o.ov'S  ^^  ^'^'^  vibole  report  in  my  pocket  relative 
to  that  matter. 
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Q.  Give  to  the  committee  the  history  of  that  transaction  and     all  you  know  about  it. — A. 

They  built  ten  boilers  down  in  the  yard,  and  when  the  iron  arriyed  in  the  prard   I  tested  it 

and  tried  to  work  it,  and  found  that  it  was  not  fi^ood,  and  condemned  it ;  I  rejected  it.    That 

WM  after  trying  to  work  it   After  it  wtui  rejected  I  had  orders  to  deliver  to  Noblitt  the  iron 

that  had  not  been  worked.    The  whole  history  of  this  affair  is  contained  in  the  books  of  my 

department  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Callinfl^  your  attention  back  to  this  state  of  thinfrs,  I  ask  yon  if  it  is  not  true  that  the 
bareau  made  an  agreement  with  Pennock  &,  Co.  to  let  them  have  iron  which  was  to  be  re- 
ttuned  to  the  Navy  or  to  this  navy-yard ;  that  is,  they  were  to  return  one  for  three  or  one  for 
fire  ponnds,  or  upon  some  such  terms  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  order. 

Q.  Was  the  iron  that  the  Navy  Department  obtained  from  Pennock  &,  Co.  obtained  b  y 
purchase? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Was  it  by  open  purchase  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  it  was  brought  here  it  was  rejected  or  condemned  by  you  t — A.  It  was  rejected, 
and  that  which  had  not  oeen  worked  was  sent  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  And  by  order  of  the  bureau  directed  to  be  delivered  to  Noblitt  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  order,  then,  came  from  Pennock  &  Co.  instead  of  from  the  bureau  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  Pennock  &  Co.  in  that  case.  My  dealings  were  all  with  Noblitt  &. 
Co.   They  put  the  iron  in,  and  of  course  they  took  it. 

Q.  How  was  Pennock  &  Co.  connected  with  that  ? — A.  It  was  only  their  iron.  That  is 
lU  1  know  about  it  I  had  no  official  information  tha  t  it  was  their  iron,  except  the  personal 
ioterriew  I  bad  with  Colonel  Boyd,  of  that  firm.  He  was  down  there,  and  I  had  a  great  deal 
of  talk  about  the  rejection. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  from  you  that  during  the  period  of  time  von  were  here  as  engineer 
that  no  iron  went  from  this  navy-yard  to  the  firm  of  Pennock  &,  Co.f — A.  Not  to  my 
recollection. 

Q.  Who  were  the  contractors  for  repairing  the  vessel  called  the  Quinnebaug  f — A.  For 
pottin?  in  the  machinery,  Neafie  &  Levy,  the  Penn  Iron  Works. 

Q*  Have  yon  had  any  difficulties  with  that  firm  ? — A.  Not  thus  far. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  contract  was  made  T — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  some  time  in  the 
beginning  of  last  summer  or  spring. 

Q*  Do  you  remember  when  that  vessel  was  to  be  completed  according  to  the  terms  of  that 
contract?— A.  No,  sir;  as  soon  as  possible,  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Was  it  not  fixed  at  October  1,  and  with  a  forfeiture  of  so  much  per  month  7 — A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  forfeiture ;  it  might  have  been  October  1.  My  orders  are 
ftUinnij  book  in  regard  to  these  matters.  I  recollect  that  the  amount  was  $30,000  to  place 
tbat  machinery  in  and  get  her  ready  for  sea  and  trial.  These  were  the  general  terms  of  the 
contract. 

Q-  You  say  you  have  had  no  difficulties  with  them  ? — A.  Well,  no,  sir ;  the  time  has  not 
come  for  the  difficulty  yet. 

Q-  Who  has  been  inspecting  the  work  f — A.  I  have. 

Q*  They  have  been  paid  from  time  to  time,  have  they  ? — A.  No,  not  a  cent.  They  have 
presented  no  bills. 

Q-  Did  they  do  any  other  work  than  that  for  the  Government  ? — A.  They  are  doing  con- 
strnction  work. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q*  On  the  same  vessel?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  reason  I  say  that  the  difficulty  has  not 
jet  come  in  ;  there  has  been  no  bill  presented  to  me  to  sign. 

Q  Who  are  the  contractors  for  repairing  the  old  Constitution? — A.  Wood,  Dialogue  Sc 
V^M  Kane's  Point.  N.  J.  I  am  on  duty  there,  but  I  have  no  connection  with  the  Constitu- 
tion.   I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  at  all. 

Q>  Has  any  iron  been  delivered  to  John  Roach  ?— A.  Not  iron ;  he  did' not  take  the  iron. 
He  took  composition — brass. 

^  No  iron  or  machinery? — A.  The  brass  comprised  pieces  of  machinery;  it  was  old 
scrap-hrass.    The  orders  were  that  it  should  be  delivered  to  him ;  it  was  scrap  material. 

Q*  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  upon  a  sale,  or  exchange  ? — A.  I  was  ordered  to  deliver 
^ch  brass  as  was  not  useful  for  the  Government,  being  scrap-brass,  to  John  Hoach,  and 
^^  to  deliver  iron,  and  to  report  the  amount  to- the  bureau ;  which  I  did. 

Q-  Were  you  ordered  to  deliver  any  copper  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  copper. 
There  was  none  without  it  might  have  been  some  little  scrap-copper;  everything  is  enume- 
^^  in  nay  report. 

By  the  CHAIRMAN: 

Q'  Do  you  remember  any  orders  to  break  up  any  machinery — boilers  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Do  YOU  remember  any  orders  that  it  was  to  be  handed  over  to  any  person  to  be  broken 

"^r~^'  ^0,  sir. 

'^'  BuRLKiGif.  Down  east  they  sold  machinery  to  diiferent  parties,  and  they  broke  it  up 
»Dd  carted  it  off. 

The  Witness.    That  has  been  done  in  the  yard,  but  we  have  not  done  \t,    TVift'^ft\it^aV;.«k^ 
machinery  was  8o}d  in  lots  to  tbe  people^  who  took  it  out ;  it  being  too  buWiy ,  \itoV^  W  "^v^* 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  was  a  sale  of  machinery  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  m<in  who  bought  the  Antietaii  aoi 
SuDcook  boilers  cut  them  up  in  the  yard  and  took  them  out. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Who  was  the  purchaser  of  the  machinery,  boilers,  &.C.,  of  the 
Nebraska  f — A.  Mr.  McKay  was  the  man  who  took  it  out.  It  was  sold  in  lots,  and  there 
were  several  purchasers. 

Q.  In  that  case  do  you  not  remember  that  you  were  directed  to  cut  it  into  pieces  of  foai — 
feet  in  length? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  Were  you  to  do  nothing  about  it  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  certain  about  that  * — A.  Yes ;  you  could  not  cut  it  into  such  shape. 

Q.  No  part  of  the  iion  about  there  was  to  be  cut  by  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  bought  the  machinery  and  iron  connected  with  the  Suncook  ? — A.  That  was  i 
the  same  lot.  It  was  sold  to  McKay.  There  were  two  bcTilers  to  the  Antietam  and  tw 
boilers  in  the  Suncook,  and  the  boilers  of  the  Nebraska. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  And  the  steam-engines  of  both  vessel  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  that  bought  or  taken  out  by  McKay  f— A.  It  was  taken  out  by  McKay,  ^^e 
bought  it  of  the  man  who  did  buy  it.  He  deposited  the  money  and  paid  for  it.  I  knoiv 
that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  was  the  nominal  purchaser?— A.  I  forget  the  name. 

Q.  Was  it  Reycolds? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  Plant? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  name. 

Q.  Was  not  Plant  the  successful  bidder  in  the  Nebraska  matter  f— A.  I  do  not  recolle<rt. 
All  those  things  are  down  in  the  records  of  the  yard.  Everything  was  then  in  terrible  coii- 
fusion.  I  was  there  at  the  sale ;  and  to  all  appearances  the  sale  was  fair,  as  I  thought  if 
there  was  any  underhand  work  about  it,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  who  was  the  successful  bidder,  or  whether  the  successful  bidiS^r 
afterward  performed  the  contract? — A.  It  was  sold  in  lots.  McKay,  I  think,  was  the  suc- 
cessful bidder  on  some  of  them,  and  I  know  that  he  took  all  of  it  out 

Q.  The  Antietam  was  sold  at  one  time,  and  for  a  pretty  good  figure.  That  sale  wu  do^ 
confirmed  by  the  Department.  Is  not  that  the  fact  T — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that,  it  was  not  in  my  department.  I  did  not  attend  the  sale,  and  knew  nothing  at  all  abo^t 
it.  I  knew  nothing  about  it  except  by  hearsay.  I  heard  that  Mr.  McKay  bought  her  f^^ 
$5,000  at  one  time. 

Q.  In  the  commencement  of  your  testimony  you  spoke  of  Mr.  McKay  being  a  bidder  ** 
the  auction  sales.  Do  you  remember  how  often  Mr.  McKay  was  the  successful  biddec  ^ 
the  sales  made  by  the  department?  I  mean  sales  connected  with  the  Bureau  of  Ste»<^' 
Engineering? — A.  He  was  the  successful  bidder  on  scrap-iron.  He  had  a  pile  of  30 or  -*" 
tons  of  scrap-iron.  He  was  tlie  successful  bidder  on  the  boilers  of  the  Nebraska  and  on  ^^t 
boilers  of  the  Suncook.  He  was  also  a  successful  bidder  on  a  lot  of  iron  tubes  that  we  Ib^  ^^ 
there. 

Q.  Were  all  these  that  you  speak  of  sales  made  at  public  auction  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.         ^^ui 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  instance  in  which  he  was  a  successful  contractor  at  priv^r»** 
sales  ? — A.  We  had  no  private  sales  in  my  department. 

Q.  None  made  by  order  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  No,  sir.  , 

Q.  Who  removed  from  the  yard  the  material  and  property  belonging  to  the  Bureau^ 
Steam-Engineering  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Mr.  Kay. 

Q.  Was  that  done  by  open  sale,  or  letting  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know.     I  received  ord« 
from  Washington  that  he  was  the  contractor  for  it.     In  the  first  place,  I  received  order 
report  what  would  be  a  good  way  to  remove  that  stuff.    I  inquired  around,  and  got  Net 
&  Levy,  John  Lynn,  and  Mr.  McKay  all  to  look  at  the  stuff,  and  found  on*,  pretty  D«ai 
what  they  would  do  it  for,  one  against  the  other.    From  what  they  all  told  me,  I  came  to 
conclusion  that  about  $15,000  would  be  a  pretty  fair  price  for  removing  that  stuff.    Ic«i< 
lated  at  that  time  about  the  removal  of  all  the  Nebraska's  machinery  and  these  foarboil 
down  there,  which  was  pretty  heavy  work.     My  department  consisted  of  some  very  he^ 
pieces.     I  reported  that  I  thoaght  it  could  be  removed  for  about  that  sum.    Afterward  I 
ceived  notice  that  Mr.  McKay  fiad  the  contract  for  $13,000. 

Q.  Did  his  contract  include  the  removal  of  the  machinery  of  those  vessels  of  which  y~^° 
have  spoken  ?— ^A.  The  contract  said,  the  material  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam-ED^'^°* 
eering.   That  material  at  that  time  all  belonged  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering. 

Q.  Was  it  removed  by  him  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  afterward  sold  at  auction.  . 

Q.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  he  has  been  paid  the  sum  of  1 1 3,000?-  '^' 
I  signed  a  bill  of  his  for  $6,000.  When  I  was  relieved  I  would  not  sign  his  other  bill,  beca-^^- 
he  had  not  completed  his  contract. 

Q.   What  did  he  lack  \n  completing;  his  contract  ? — A.  He  had  not  stowed  things  «^*^-^g 
I  wanted  them  at  League  l«\Mid.    \  W\<i  «k  tov'S  vil  \x\^  >^\i^\^i^^rt  in  my  pocket  rela^' 
to  that  matter. 
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Bj  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  McKay's  contract  cover  all  that  jou  in  your  estimate  wanted  taken  to  League 
Island  7  Did  be  remove  all  that  you  estimated  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  my  estimate  whs  to  take 
down  the  Nebraska's  machinery  and  those  four  boilers. 

Q.  Did  he  remove  all  but  that  7 — A.  He  put  everything  down  but  them. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Had  those  been  sold  before  he  took  his  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  his  contract  include  the  removal  of  the  machinery  of  the  Nebraska  and  the  three 
boilers f— A.  My  instructions  were  that  he  was  to  remove  all  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of 
Steam-Engineering  from  the  yard. 

By  the  Chairman  :       , 

Q.  And  at  the  time  yon  submitted  your  estimates  it  did  include,  or  was  intended  to  in- 
clade,  the  removal  of  the  machinery  of  these  vessels  f — A.  Yes;  I  had  to  take  in  everything 
that  belonged  to  the  bureau. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether,  after  that,  a  change  was  made ;  that  is,  that  it  was  determined 
to  sell  that  property  where  it  was  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  they  determined  in  Washington. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know,  then,  that  it  was  not  understood  by  McKay  that  he  was  not  to  re- 
move  that  T — A.  No,  sir ;  of  course  I  do  not  know  that.    I  received  no  information  on  that 

point. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Suppose  the  contractor,  at  the  time  of  submitting  his  proposition,  had  known  that  he 
^&s  not  to  remove  the  boilers  and  the  machinery  of  these  vessels,  how  much  difference 
*ould  that  have  made  in  your  estimate  ?  Two,  or  three,  or  four,  or  five  thousand  dollars  t — 
A.  It  would  be  about  the  same  as  he  got  it  for,  I  should  think.  I  do  not  think  that  he  made 
&DJ  money  on  that  contract.  What  he  removed  cost  him  everything  that  he  got  from  the 
(^▼erament.    That  is  my  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q-  Ton  think  the  difference  ought  to  be  $2,000  between  your  estimate  and  the  property 
which  he  did  remove  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q*  State  whether  or  not  the  material  was  removed  as  carefully  as  it  would  have  been  if  it 
'^^  been  done  by  the  Government  under  your  direction. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  good  men, 
&Qd  We  looked  out  well  for  it,  and  saw  that  it  was  well  done. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  had  the  entire  superintendence  of  it  T — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q'  And  you  compelled  him  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  was  satisfactory  to  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 


.  .Q.  Then  whydid  you  not  approve  his  last  bill  of  payment  7 — A.  He  had  not  finished  up 
*^^nd,  approved  it.    It  was  done  there. 


Contract.     He  did  afterward  finish  it  up,  and  Mr.  Garvin,  the  chief  engineer  at  League 


Q-  Do  you  know  whether  he  finished  it  up  down  there? — A.  It  was  left  to  a  board  of 
{y©7,  and  they  reported  that  it  was  done. 
Q.  V*  1^0  you  know  who  composed  that  board  ? — A,  Chief  Engineer  William  W.  Dungan, 
^'^f  Engineer  B.  F.  Garvin,  and  Assistant  Engineer  Adamsou. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
y  ^.  And  you  are  informed  that  they  found  that  he  had  complied  with  his  contract? — A- 
Pa'*  ^^^'    ^^^*y  reported  me  to  the  Department  for  not  signing  his  bills,  and  the  fullowing 
P^r  was  my  answer : 

*' Philadelphia,  Pa.,  January  4,  1876. 

1^  *  BiR  :  In  answer  to  Mr.  N.  McKay's  letter,  dated  December  30,  1875,  addressed  to  En- 
^^^^r-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  relative  to  the  stowage  of  the  machinery  belonging  to  the 
jt^^'^au  of  Steam-Engineering  at  League  Island,  and  by  you  referred  to  me,  I  have  re- 
pY^ctfully  to  state  that  my  reasons  for  not  signing  bills  for  Mr.  McKay  are,  in  the  first 
^^^,  that  no  bills  have  been  presented  to  me  ;  in  the  second  place,  if  they  had  been  pre- 
^5^1^,  I  could  not  have  signed  them,  as  the  terms  of  his  contract  have  not  been  complied 
&>^^ .  *  The  contract  calls  for  him  to  place  the  machinery,  &c.,  where  the  superintending 
gv  jSineer  shall  direct.  This  has  not  been  done.  Some  of  the  parts  of  the  Antietam's  ma- 
^o^ry  have  been  thrown  in  the  mud  alongside  of  the  railroad-track,  without  any  kind  qC 
g^  ^5i deration  for  its  preservation.  The  table  of  the  Urge  slotter  is  on  l\\e  liuck  oil  v«V\t\\\\. 
^  brought  from  the  wharf;  the  smAller  slotter  is  lying  in  the  mud  a\ongA\de  v\\^  m\\xo«k\- 
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track.   Mr.  McKay  has  been  repeatedly  requested  to  have  it  placed,  with  the  rest  of  the  ma* 
chiDer,  in  the  Kebraska's  shed. 

*'Mr.  McKay  has  been  nrfced  time  and  again  to  have  all  of  the  above  work  done,  and 
promises  that  it  should  be ;  but  up  to  December  30  (the  date  of  his  letter)  it  was  in  the 
condition  described. 

**  To  finish  this  work  would  entail  large  expense  to  the  Department,  and,  in  view  of  the 
above  facts,  I  do  not  see  how  I  could  possibly  sign  bills  authorizing  him  to  receive  money 
that  he  is  not  entitled  to. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

**H.  NEWELL, 
'*  Ckitf  Engimeer.'' 
By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  You  refused  to  sign  the  bills,  in  the  first  place,  because  be  presented  none  to  you  ? — k. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  second  place,  if  they  had  been  presented,  yon  could  not  have  signed  them,  as 
the  terms  of  the  contract  had  not  been  complied  with  f — A.  That  is  true,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  such  a  report  and  forwarded  it,  and  you  understand  that  the  result  of  that 
was  that  Mr.  McKav  was  compelled  to  do  the  thinfi^  as  you  required  T — A.  Yek,  sir.  He  did 
the  thing  afterward,  as  I  understand,  and  then  the  board  of  survey  reported  it  done,  and 
Mr.  Garvin  signed  his  bills. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  vou  know,  of  your  knowledge,  that  he  did  it  ? — A.  I  have  been  told  so.  I  was  not 
on  duty  there,  and  I  had  no  right  to  go  down  there  and  inspect. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  ordered  to  receive  any  material  that  has  been  rejected  in  your  de- 
partment ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  that  has  been  received  in  any  other  department  that  had  bee) 
rejected  T — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Speaking  of  the  sale  of  the  Nebraska,  and  the  machinery  and  boilers,  4&c.,  were  the 
sold  at  auction  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  iron,  or  machinerv,  or  material  that  has  not  been  sold  at  aucti 
having  been  removed  from  the  yard  upon  orders  from  the  department  by  private  parties, 
sent  to  private  parties  ? — A.  John  Roach  removed  some,  but  it  was  understood  by  me  tb- 
it  had  been  sold.   I  refer  to  that  material  that  John  Roach  bought. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  being  sent  to  anybody  else  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  That  was  brass  and  old  material  ? — A.  Yes  ;  old  material — scrap-brass. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  And  iron  7 — A.  It  was  to  be  iron,  but  Mr.  Roach  did  not  take  that  part  of  it  afl 
ward. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  furnished  to  the  department  the  exact  weight  of  that  old  stuff  that  Mr.  Roach  p 
chased  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  exact  weight. 

Q.  Were  you  here  during  |he  time  that  McKay  was  removing  the  property  from  the  yar< 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  every  day. 

Q.  What  contracts  did  you  understand  that  he  took  for  the  removing  of  material?—^ 
He  had  a  steam-engineering  contract. 

Q.  What  was  his  contract  in  that  department  ? — A.  It  was  to  remove  the  material 
steam-engineering  to  League  Island. 

Q.  He  got  $13,000  for  that  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  doing  that,  did  he  remove  all  the  property  which  belonged  to  that  department  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  it  under  your  charge  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  convert,  or  allow  anybody  else  to  convert,  any  portion  of  that  to  his  own 
or  carry  it  to  any  other  place  Y — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did,  because  every  scow-loi 
of  my  material  that  went  from  the  yard  to  League  Island  had  one  of  my  men  aboard  to 
that  it  was  delivered  down  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  chance  for  him  to  convert  anything  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  tb 
was.    We  carted  the  coal  down  to  the  yard  by  land,  and  every  carter  that  left  that  yard  h 
a  ticket  from  my  office,  which  would  be  signed  when  they  arrived  at  League  Island  by 
assistant  engineer  there,  to  be  returned  to  my  office,  showing  that  that  coal  had  been  ae 
ered.    I  do  not  think  there  was  a  pound  lost. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Was  there  anything  in  your  department  that  was  removed  by  night  t— A.  No,      s/r; 
not  that  I  know  of.    Thai  wou\d  \iav«>  Viewi  x^v^tX^^Viw^  ^^q. 
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Q.  But  he  did  work  there  at  night f — A.  Yes,  sir;  bat  every  scow-load  of  material  went 
down  with  a  man  aboard.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  of  my  material  removed  at  nig;ht. 
There  might  have  been  a  scow-load  of  very  heavy  machinery  aboard,  where  there  was  no 
danger  of  anybody  taking  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  McKay  work  at  night  in  the  yard  to  load  7 — A.  I  believe  he  did,  in  some  of  the 
departments. 

Q.  If  he  was  removing  goods  in  your  department  at  night,  did  you  have  any  superin- 
tendence of  him  f — A.  Always. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understood  yon  to  say^that  he  did  not  remove  any  of  your  stuff  at  night. — A.  I  do 
not  think  he  did. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  have  you  in  your  department? — A.  We  have  bar-iron,  new  and  old,  and 
stores  of  all  kinds. 

Q.  Had  you  swage-iron? — A.  Yes;  copper,  composition,  and  general  stores  for  ships, 
from  a  scrubbing  brush  up. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  inventory  of  these  stores  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  regular  books. 
Q.  Did  you  take  an  inventory  before  they  were  removed  ? — A..  No,  sir ;  we  did  not  have 
time. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  at  the  time  of  removal? — A.  No,  sir;  we  did  not  have  time.  Wo  boxed  it  up 
ourselves.  The  bar-iron  was  not  boxed  up.  That  was  put  down  in  a  lump.  The  whole 
thing  was  removed  in  a  month. 

Q.  You  did  not  weigh  it  as  you  delivered  it,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.    If  he  took  100  bars  of  iron,  do  you  know  whether  he  delivered  100  bars? — A.  I 
think  he  did;  because  we  had  a  man  to  watch  that  scow  down  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  You  just  loaded  the  barges? — A.  Yes;  and  sent  a  man  down  with  it  to  see  that 
the  barges  made  fast  under  the  charge  of  the  authorities  of  League  Island. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  during  toe  time  he  was  removing  your  goods,  he  could  have 
t^aken  a  load  pf  iron  or  other  material  from  your  shops  or  warehouses  which  he  did  not  de- 
liver on  board  his  scows  7 — A.  He  could  not  have  taken  them  out  of  the  yard  without  a 
pass  at  the  gate. 

Q.  I  mean  articles  which  he  did  not  deliver  on  board  the  scows  when  he  was  transporting 
3rour  goods. — A.  Such  a  thing  might  have  been  possible. 

Q.  Did  such  a  thing  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  or  information  by  any  truckman  or 
laborer  7 — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  half  a  dozen  people  watching  all  the  time. 

Q.  But  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  loading  scows  to  go  down  with  goods  to  your  de- 
partment, he  also  had  scows  taking  goods  which  he  had  purchased,  or  claimed  to  have  pur- 
crhased  7 — A.  I  believe  he  had. 

Q.  Do  you  know  which  went  to  one  and  which  to  the  other  7 — A.  We  kept  watch  of 
these  scows  of  his,  and  several  times  we  made  him  take  some  of  our  things  out  of  his 
«cows. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  at  any  time,  he  delivered  on  board  liis  own  scows  property  which 
l)elonged  to  your  department  ?— A.  Yes  ;  I  remember  of  my  taking  two  crank-pins  out  of 
liis  scows  myself.     It  is  a  piece  of  iron  about  four  feet  long  and  ten  inches  in  diameter. 
Q.  How  much  would  it  weigh  ? — A.  About  500  pounds.     He  had  bought  that  from  us. 
Q.  And  you  took  it  away  ? — A.  Yes ;  because  we  had  to  weigh  it  by  the  draught  of  the 
schooner,  and  I  wanted  it  to  be  on  the  schooner.    I  was  taking  the  draught  to  get  the  right 
weight.     It  was  his  property  after  we  got  the  weight  of  it.    I  weighed  it  the  best  way  I 
could.     I  found  it  on  the  wrong  scow  of  his.    It  should  have  been  on  the  other  scow  that  I 
was  weighing. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  find  it  in  the  scow  which  contained  the  material  which  he  was  to 
transport  for  your  department  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  found  it  in  one  of  the  scows  which  was  transporting  his  material  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir--of  another  department,  and  not  of  mine. 

Q.  That  is,  you  found  it  in  the  wrong  boat? — A.  Yes ;  I  had  taken  the  exact  dimensions 
of  my  scow,  and  loaded  it  on  there  to  get  the  weight. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  at  any  time,  vou  have  any  knowledge  that  any  goods  which  be- 
longed to  your  department  were  put  on  board  of  scows  which  were  transporting  his  prop- 
erty which  he  had  purchased  ?— A.  There  was  nothing  of  any  moment.  There  was  an  old 
smoke-stack  and  a  piece  of  cast  iron  that  I  remember. 

Q.  How  much  was  that  in  value  ? — A.  I  do  not  suppose  they  were  worth 
Q.  Were  they  taken  from  him  and  put  in  the  right  place  ? — A.  Ye^, fiVt. 
^.  Do  you  know  bow  it  happened  ?— A.  I  do  not. 
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Q.  Wan  he  present  ?— A.  He  was  present  when  I  saw  it.  His  men  very  williuglj  took 
them  out  again. 

Q.  Did  jou  speak  to  him  about  it  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  of  any  department  property  there  converted  by  him  into 
his  possession  which  should  have  been  removed  to  League  Island  under  his  contract  t— A. 
I  have  no  information  except  that  I  was  on  a  board  composed  of  Captain  Weils,  Gngiaeer 
Slratton,  and  myself,  to  go  up  to  Queen-street  wharf  and  see  if  there  was  any  material  there 
belonging  to  Yards  and  Docks  which  had  not  been  sold  to  him.  We  went  up  there,  and  we 
found  some  pieces  of  iron  rods,  house-fixings.  We  tried  to  get  in  the  store-nouse  there,  bat 
were  refused  admittance.    The  doors  were  locked. 

Q.  Whose  place  was  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  a  public  store  house  there.    There 
was  one  place  locked  up  where  we  were  refused  admittance,  and  we  did  not  go  in. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  f — A.  We  saw  the  man  having  charge  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  McKay  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  call  on  him  in  reference  to  it  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  claim  that  any  property  whs  there  which  should  not  have  been  ?~ 
A.  I  believe  Captain  Wells  called  on  bim.     He  was  the  senior  of  the  b«ard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  result  was  ? — A.  The  result  was  that  we  only  saw  a  few  rods 
belonging  to  the  houses. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  did  not  go  into  the  room,  though  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  Captain  Wells  go  into  that  room  at  a  subsequent  period  ? — A.  Nut  that  I  kDO\ 

of. 

Q.  Were  those  lightning-rods? — A.  No, sir;  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  they 
They  were  about  half-inch  rods. 

Q.  Were  they  of  much  value  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  representation  was  the  board  organized  ?— A.  The  representation  of  one 
the  men  belonging  to  Yards  and  Dock,  one  of  their  foremen,  that  McKay  bad  loaded  i: 
things  belonging  to  Yards  and  Docks  to  take  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  that  board  finally  make  a  report  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  report  ? — A.  They  reported  about  finding  these  rods. 

Q.  And  also  reported  that  they  did  not  get  into  the  building  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  building  particularly  1 — A.  It  is  a  store-house  on  the  wharf.     It  seem 
to  be  a  kind  of  cotton* factory. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  much  of  the  ^ron  sold  to  McKay  was  put  there  f — A.  I  do  n 
know  that.    I  never  saw  it,  and  never  saw  any  go  in  there. 

Q.  Your  board,  then,  investigated  so  far  as  they  chose  ? — A.  They  investigated  as  far 
they  could  get. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  those  rods  ? — A.  I 
weight.     I  suppose  there  were  a  dozen  rods 
diameter ;  say  about  one  hundred  or  one  hundr 

Q.  Were  they  returned  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 

Q.  Did  not  your  board  communicate  with  McKay,  and  let  him  know  what  the  char{ 
was  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Mr.  Wells  was  the  active  man  on  the  board,  was  he? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  under  hi^ 
orders. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  other  goods  improperly  taken  out  of  the  yard  by  any^ 
body  ? — A.  No,  sir;  except  that  there  was  missed  from  toe  Nebraska's  machinery  two  cop 
per  pipes.    This  was  just  previous  to  the  yard  being  broken  up.    There  were  also  two  brasi 
boxes  missed.    Those  copper  pipes  weighed  somewhere  about  five  hundred  pounds  apiece. 
They  were  worth,  I  should  think,  about  seventy-five  cents  a  pound.     It  was  reported  to  me, 
and  I  reported  to  the  commandant.    The  commandant  ordered  a  board,  consisting  of  Captain 
Wells,  Commander  Cromwell,  and  Assistant  Engineer  Rowbotham.    They  investigated  the 
case,  and,  I  believe,  could  not  find  out  who  took  them«     I,  however,  did  not  see  their  report, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Were  they  lying  within  reach  of  any  person  ? — A.  They  were  stored  away  in  the 
shed  with  the  rest  of  the  Nebraska's  machinery. 

Q.  That  was  before  the  contr^t  for  the  removal  was  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  charged  McKay,  I  suppose,  with  stealing  tho^e? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard 
of  anybody  being  charged  with  it. 

Q.  Was  McKay  at  work  in  the  yard  at  that  tim^  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  any  access  to  it  any  more  than  anybody  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  department  than  your  bureau  in  the  Navy  Department  had  larj;e  quanti- 
ties of  iron,  copper,  brass,  and  other  material  of  that  kind  ? — A.  Construction.  1  thiuk. 
the  Equipment  had  some,  and  Ordnance  also. 

Q.  Who  removed  the  material  in  the  construction  department  ?— A.  I  have  been  in- 
formed  that  McKay  did.    1  V\&ve  i\o  u^^\a\  \Ti'ivj^\w«kVv\i\i  q<  xlvwi^  however. 


10  not  know  that.     Tliere  was  not  much  ]r 
)T  so,  maybe  20  feet  long  and  a  half-inch  i^ 

and  fifty  pounds, 
lat. 
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Q.  Did  you  Bee  him  remove  any  of  the  material  in  the  constructioa  department? — A. 
Yes,  I  saw  him  superintending^  it. 

Q.  Did  he  remove  in  that  department  all  the  iron,  copper,  and  all  the  things  that  were  to 
^  to  League  Island,  as  jou  understand  ?— A.  I  unlerstand  it  so,  but  I  know  nothing  more 
io  that  respect  than  anybody  else.  I  bad  rot  auy  charge  or  official  information,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  any  more  than  any^ outsider. 
Q.  The  quantity  would  be  larger  in  that  department  than  in  yours  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  But  it  would  be  new  material  more  than  manufactured  material,  would  it  not? — A. 
There  would  have  been  a  good  deal  of  new  material  in  it. 

Q.  That  is,  in  your  department  you  would  have  engines  and  boilers,  new  and  old  7 — A. 
Yes,  sir;  and  also  new  material ;  we  would  have  new  iron,  ingot-copper,  &c, 

Q.  Id  the  construction  department  state  whether  or  not  the  metals  would  be  new  material 
more  than  material  which  Lad  been  partly  or  wholly  worked  ? — A.  I  suppose  wo  would 
have  more  metals  than  they,  because  we  deal  altogether  in  metals. 

Q.  What  class  of  metals  would  they  have  ? — A.  Every  class ;  they  use  everything.     They 
would  have  bar-iron  of  all  sizes ;  wire,  round  and  flat ;  sheet-copper  and  sheet-brass,  ingot- 
copper,  tin,  zinc,  &c. 
Q*  Alore  new  material  in  store  than  anything  else  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Did  you  see  McKay  loading  that  kind  of  material  from  that  bureau  into  any  of  his 
barges  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  paid  no  attention  to  that. 

Q*  I  understand  you  to  have  stated  just  now  that  you  saw  him  loading  bis  scows  from 
that  department f — A.  O,  I  took  a  casual  glance,  but  did  not  pay  any  particular  attention. 

Q*  What  other  persons  were  at  the  same  time  transporting  by  scows  or  barges  any  ma- 
t«ri*l  U)  League  Island,  which  belonged  to  the  navy-yard  f — A.  Toward  the  last  Mr.  Eice 
was  transporting  his. 

Q*    Did  Mr.  Rice  beein  to  transport  anything  until  the  material  had  been  substantially 
removed  from  the  yard? — A.  Not  until  the  greater  part  of  it  bad  gone. 
Q-    So  that  McKay's  contract  preceded  his  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  He  had  nearly  completed  his  before  Rice  began  1 — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  to  clear  out 
the  store-house  before  Rice  commenced  tearing  down  his  houses. 

Q-  'Xhen  was  there  any  other  person  there  using  scows  during  the  time  that  McKay  was 
removing  the  goods  to  League  Island? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  was.  I  am  nut 
certtiiii ;  there  mif^ht  have  been. 

Q*  What  are  the  relations  between  yourself  and  Mr.  McKay  f — A.  They  are  not  very 
P'^^tit ;  that  is,  I  do  not  like  his  manner. 

Q-    ^as  there  been  any  open  difficulty  between  you,  or  hard  words,  or  quarrels,  or  misun- 
uerata^din^  ? — A.  It  was  very  much,  when  he  and   I   came  together,  like  scratching  a 
match  ;  yfQ  ^QjQ  fighting  all  the  time,  I  think. 
Q*    What  were  you  seeking  to  do  ? — A.  To  do  my  duty. 
^*  And  compel  him  to  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^'   And  you  claim  that  you  held  him  up  to  his  duty? — A.  I  did,  as  strictly  as  I  could. 
Q-   You  now  say  that,  so  far  as  your  department  goes,  he  did  transport  everything  prop- 
h  ^ — ^'  ^®*'  ***^'  ^  would  have  made  myself  liable  if  he  had  not. 

Q-  You,  then,  are  not  reckoned  on  his  list  of  friends  particularly  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot 
8&y  that  I  dislike  the  man,  but  his  manner  was  very  objectionable. 

Q*  Has  be  made  any  proposals  to  you  f — A.  No ;  he  wrote  letters  to  me  that  I  had  to 
answer  in  a  pretty  severe  strain,  and  he  reported  me  for  not  having  things  ready,  and  one 
thing  and  another. 

Q*  Did  McKay  at  any  time  make  any  offers  to  you  to  compensate  you  for  any  favor  that 
you  might  render  him  in  the  execution  of  that  contract  f — A.  No,  sir. 
.  Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  doing  it  to  anybody  in  the  yard  f — A.  No,  sir ;  well,  I  do  not  think 
>t  exactly  fair  to  state  an  accidental  circumstance.     He  certainly  never  offered  me  anything 
Without  It  might  have  been  a  crack  or  n  blow  or  two. 
Q-  Did  you  quarrel  so  as  to  come  to  blows?— A.  No,  sir. 

x-  What  person,  if  any,  in  the  Navy,  employed  by  the  Government,  did  he  make  offers 
ty  I  mean,  within  your  own  personal  knowledge. — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  an 
<>uer, or  not;  but  I  was  standing  talking  to  Mr.  McKay  about  getting  things  ready,  and 
^i^e  thing  and  another.  A  boy  came  up  with  a  basket  on  his  arm  filled  with  bottles.  I  do 
^ot  know  what  was  in  those  bottles.  I  was  in  uniform,  and  he  came  up  to  me  and  handed 
""*  a  card  saying,  **  Can  you  tell  !ne  where  that  gentleman  is  ?"  It  was  for  Mr.  Briscoe, 
^QQ  on  the  card  was  the  name,  McKay.  I  turned  around,  laughing,  and  said,  **  McKay,  is 
**  the  way  you  do  it  7"  He  turned  around  and  cursed  the  bov  a  good  deal  and  sent  him 
J^tofthe  yard  and  told  him  to  tell  the  people  that  if  they  could  not  deliver  things  right  he 
^ould  not  deal  with  them, 
g-  Who  was  Briscoe  7 — A.  He  was  the  boatswain  of  the  yard. 

^*  What  were  the  relations  between  McKay  and  the  boatswain? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 
^-  What  charge  had  the  boatswain  f — A.  Ho  had  charge  of  gangs  who  worked  there. 
V|.  Oovemment  gan^s  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
8to  he  charge  ot  property! — A.  I  do  not  think  so  ;  be  m\gVxt  Vave  \v«k'\  \iO«L\.^NN«^:cL- 

^^^'    I  do  not  know  what  bis  charge  was  specially. 
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Q.  What  class  of  goods  are  boatswain*8  stores  T— A.   Cordage,   tar,  tnrpentine,  oakum' 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  aDj  property  of  that  class  going  Improperly  out  of  the  yard  ?— A.  No, 
sir. 
Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  it  did  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  not  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  you  had  6ve  or  six  men  watching  from  your 
store-houses  to  the  barges? — A.  Yes,  I  had  men  watching  everywhere  in  my  department. 

Q.  He  was  removing;  articles  that  he  had  bought  at  the  yard,  with  barges,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  was  moving  yours  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  certainly  that  no  one  of  these  teams  went  aboard  his  barge  when  it 
should  have  gone  aboard  your  own  barge  ? — A.  As  certainly  as  I  know  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  made  any  offers  of  bribes  to  g^t  material  on  board  his  barge  t 
— A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  reported  to  me,  and  I  do  not  think  they  did.  I  do  not  think  he 
approached  any  of  my  department. 

Q.  Did  the  boatswain  go  down  with  your  material  and  houses  on  the  boat?— A.  No,  sir; 
some  of  my  own  men  went. 

Q.  Were  the  barges  ever  taken  from  the  yard  and  brought  up  to  different  wharves  away 
from  the  yard  and  laid  over  at  night  with  the  Gbverninent  atores  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowl- 
edee ;  I  should  have  reported  that  immediately. 

Q.  You  sav  that  they  did  put  aboard  and  remove  some  of  these  stores  in  the  night  T— A. 
They  might  have  done  so.  I  do  not  remember.  If  it  was  done  it  was  only  in  the  case  of  a 
barge  or  two,  but  I  really  do  not  think  they  removed  any  of  my  stuff  in  the  night. 

Q.  Do  you  know  S  J.  Rickeusont— A.  I  do  not. 

*Q.  Did  McKay  ever  say  to  you  that  if  you  interfered  with  him  he  would  have  yon  re- 
moved ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  to  any  one  else,  so  that  it  came  to  yon  ? — A.  I  had  given  my  assistant 
engineer,  Mr.  Rowbotham,  [who  is  waiting  outside  to  testify,]  orders  about  certain  things, 
and  he  was  carrying  them  out.  He  informed  me,  that  Mr.  McKay  told  him  that  if  he  com- 
menced right  away  ai  the  beginning  to  be  troublesome  he  would  fix  him  in  a  minute. 

Q.  What  did  he  mean  by  **  fixing  him  ?  ** — A.  That  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Rowbotham  told 
him  that  he  did  not  care  if  he  would  fix  him  in  a  half  a  minute;  that  he  would  obey  bis 
orders.  Another  morning  Mr.  McKay  came  to  me  and  sud,  **  Are  you  responsible  for  what 
your  assistant  said?"  "Yes,"  said  I.  **Are  you  responsible  for  his  aiscourteous  lan- 
guage?" says  he.  I  told  him  I  was  responsible  for  everything  my  assistant  did  while  act- 
ing under  my  orders. 

Q.  What  reply  did  he  make  to  you  then  ? — A.  He  turned  around  and  left  the  office.  He 
never  threatened  me.    I  should  have  reported  him  to  the  Department  immediately  if  he  bad. 

Q.  Have  you  been  removed  since,  or  suspended? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  still  in  the  employ 
of  the  Government.    I  have  been  in  its  employ  nearly  twenty-seven  years. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  in  consequence  of  any  difficulties  which  you  had  at  the  navy- 
yard,  or  for  any  other  reason,  you  have  been  removed  against  your  will  from  your  position.— 
A.  No,  sir ;  my  tour  of  duty  was  more  than  up  at  the  yard.  At  the  last  of  the  year,  when 
I  was  detached,  I  had  requested  my  present  duty.  I  had  requested  to  be  detailea  and  trans- 
ferred to  my  present  duty,  superintending  or  special  duty  outbide,  at  Messrs.  Cramp  &.  Sons, 
at  Neafie  &  Levy*S|  and  at  Kane's  Point. 

Q.  Have  you  papers  authorizing  that? — A.  I  had  had  my  orders  a  month  in  my  pocket 
before  I  could  get  a  chance  to  get  away.  I  was  anxious  to  get  away,  but  was  detained  here 
until  I  saw  that  everything  was  finished  up,  in  regard  to  this  job. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  did  Mr.  McKay  or  any  other  person  seek  your  removal  t — A.  No, 
sir;  I  was  anxious  for  it  myself. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  State  how  many  tons  in  all  of  this  metal,  from  all  the  bureaus,  was  removed  from  the 
navy* yard  to  League  Island. — A.  I  could  not  begin  to  state  that. 

Q.  Was  there  100  tons,  200  tons,  or  300  tons  ?— A.  It  would  go  into  the  thousands  of 
tons,  perhaps  three  or  four  thousand  tons  ;  the  Antietam  machinery  was  very  heavy,  indeed. 
My  department  had  pieces  there  of  20  tons  weight. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  all  that  iron,  every  piece  of  it? — A.  Not  every  piece  of  it ;  but 
as  a  general  thing  I  was  familiar  with  everything  in  my  department. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  articles  in  the  other  departments? — A.  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  them. 

Q.  How  large  a  pile  was  there  of  this  iron  in  which  you  found  the  rods  f — A,  I  suppose 
that  there  were  200  or  300  tons  of  iron  in  the  pile. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  every  piece  in  that  pile  ? — A.  It  was  not  in  my  department. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  know  of  the  rods  ? — A.  I  was  ordered  to  go  there  and  see 
about  it. 

Q.  How  could  you  tell, you  x\ol  W\t\^  ^«iv\\\Y\«t  V\^\v>\\^«a>\^V%.\— k,"^<ftkWd  a  civil  en- 
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giiieer  whose  department  it  was  in.  He  was  the  officer  in  char^  of  yards  and  docks,  and 
was  familiar  with  all  of  those  things;  although  I  myself  coald  tell  whether  a  thing  be- 
longed to  constmction,  o|  to  a  ship,  or  to  a  house. 

Q.  How  many  tons  do  you  put  on  a  barge  ? — A.  I  think  some  of  these  barges  would 
cATTy  50  tons. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  iron  that  McKay  bought  that  he  had  to  carry  out  and  weigh  in 
scales  outside  ? — A.  There  were  some  tubes,  but  the  boilers  were  sold  in  this  manner.  The 
li^ebraska's  boilers  were  scld  at  so  much  a  ton,  and  weigh  40  tons. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  understand  from  your  statement  that  you  and  Mr.  McKay  did  not  get  along  very 
agreeably? — A.  I  do  not  think  we  got  along  very  agreeably,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand,  further,  that  you  endeavored  at  all  times  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Government  under  your  charge  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  McKay  trying  to  encroach  upon  what  you  believed  to  be  the  rights  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?    If  not,  what  was  the  occasion  of  your  difficulty  f — A.   I  had  an  idea  that  Mr. 
McKay  would  do  as  little  as  he  could,  and  I  wanted  to  hurry  up  and  get  the  thing  done  for 
the  Government  at  as  little  expense  as  possible.   He  would  write  me  letters  that  I  should  do 
this,  and  that,  and  the  other  thing,  when  I  considered  that  I  had  done  enough  when  I  g^t 
the  machinery  in  order  to  protect  it  and  the  goods  boxed  in  condition  to  send  down  in 
safety. 

Q.  I  should  judge  from  your  statement  that  you  found  it  necessary  to  put  extra  guards 
over  the  property  under  your  charge.  Is  that  so  ? — A.  I  do  not  say  that  I  found  it  neces- 
sary, but  it  was  a  matter  of  precaution.  I  think  it  would  be  necessary ;  it  was  a  natural 
thing  for  me  to  do. 

Q.  The  greater  j>art  of  the  property  from  the  navy-yard  was  removed  at  night-time,  was 
it  nott— A.  No,  sir ;  in  the  day-time. 

Q.  Was  it  all  removed  in  the  day-time  t — A.  Not  all.  I  believe  there  was  some  moved 
&t  nigbt,  but  not  much. 

Q.  Do  you  speak  now  in  that  regard  of  your  own  department  f — A.  Yes ;  I  know  nothing 
about  other  departments,  or  at  least  very  little. 

Q.  To  whom  did  the  warehouse  belong  to  which  you  were  refused  admittance  ? — A.  I 
ao  not  know. 

Q.  Who  was  the  party  who  refused  you  admittance  ? — A.  The  man  in  charge.  He  seemed 
^  ^ ^porter  or  to  be  in  charge  of  it. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  claim  to  represent  ? — A.  We  did  not  ask.  I  suppose  perhaps  porter 
^ould  be  a  wrong  term.  He  was  the  man  in  charge,  the  superintendent  of  the  place.  He 
**^nied  to  be  a  man  working  around  there. 

^*  Was  this  man  working  near  any  wharf  or  any  landing?— A.  Yes,  sir;  right  on  the 
^harf— Qaeen-street  wharf. 

Q>  It  was  known  as  Queen-street  warehouse,  was  it  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  have 
'^^^erbeen  there  before  or  since. 

Q*  What  special  duty  was  the  boatswain,  Mr.  Briscoe,  engaged  in  at  the  time  to  which 
^^^  refer  in  tlie  matter  of  the  bottles  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.     He  was  not  in  my  depart- 
y^^'   A  boatswain  has  general  charge  of  houses  and  working  a  gang  of  men,  riggers,  &c. 
Q*  That  is  in  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
th-      Do  you  know  whether  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  removed  their  own  property? — A.   I 
"'^k  thev  did.    They  put  it  aboard  the  Antietam. 
^,  Q.  At  that  time  were  they  not  engaged  in  the  removal  of  their  property,  at  the  same  time 
^*t  Mr.  McKay  was  engaged  in  his  contract  of  removal  ? — A.  I  think  tney  were. 
-TrrQ*  Where   are  you   engaged? — A.   Superiutendiog  at  Cramp's,  Neahe  &  Levy's,  and 

^  &  Dialogue's. 
i_^  Q-  What  vessel  or  vessels  are  the  Messrs.  Cramp  repairing  for  the  Government  T — A.  The 
'^^^•clad  Terror. 

Q-  What  vessels  are  Neafie  &  Levy  repairing? — A.  The  Quinnebang. 
p^;  And  the  other  firm  of  Wood  &  Dialogue  ? — A.   The  May  Flower,   a  tug ;  they  are 
i^D?  the  boilers  in  her. 

N^-  WLo  is  repairing  the  Constitution  ?— A.  Wood  &  Dialogue. 
^^<  You  are  detailed  for  duty  to  superintend  the  work  that  these  parties  are  doing  for  the 

*jT^u  of  Steam-Engineering  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I^^^^rc.  Do  you  know  whether  Messrs.   Cramp  or  Neafie  &  Levy  are  receiving  any  iron  or 
i**^r,  or  machinery  from  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  Not  at  present. 
pc«  Have  they  at  any  time  ? — A.  Not  since  I  have  been  on  duty. 
t|^^<i»  Did  they  prior  to  your  going  on  duty? — A.  We  sent  a  couple  of  boiler*',  similar  to 
-^^  ^.^  which  were  cut  up  at  the  yard,  to  Messrs.  Cramp  from  the  navy-yard.     We  took  the 

^l&ht  and  returned  it  to  the  Navy  Department. 
•^1^-  Do  you  know  upon  what  terms  they  took  it  from  the  Navy  DepaxlmtiiU — k.  "^Q,  'sCvt 
^  orders  were  to  let  them  have  it 
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Q.  You  do  not  know  the  terms  npnn  which  any  of  these  6rm8  have  procnred  anj  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States  from  this  or  anj  other  navy-jard  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  noth- 
ing aboot  the  terms. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  o^^cer  or  employ^  in  the  Navy  Department  or  in  the  naral  serv- 
ice who  has  any  connection  or  interest  with  any  of  the  contractors  with  the  OoYernmeut  t 
— A.  No,  sir ;  not  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service,  or  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, who  at  any  time  has  received  any  gift  from  any  contractor  with  the  Department  in  any 
way  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  where  the  same  has  been  done  to  members  of  their  families  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have 
no  knowledge  at  all  of  any  one  either  in  the  Department  or  in  the  Navy  proper. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  parties  receiving  fees  or  commissions  from  contractors  for  serv- 
ices to  be  rendered  by  them  in  connection  with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  neither 
know  nor  have  I  heard  of  such. 

Q.  Who  supplies  the  branch  bureau  of  steam-engineering  that  is  here  with  what  they  pur- 
chase under  open  purchase  f — A.  A  great  deal  of  the  stuff  that  comes  in,  is  from  Noblit  & 
Co. 

Q.  Your  mode  and  manner  is  to  make  out  your  estimates,  and  then  your  requisition  fol- 
lows; and  that  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a  particular  purchasing-paymaster  7 — A,  Yes,  sir;  if 
we  want  anything  we  make  out  a  requisition  for  it ;  that  is  approved  by  the  commandant. 
It  goes  to  the  bureau,  and  is  approved  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau ;  it  comes  back  and  goes  to 
the  purchasing- pay  master,  who  purchases  the  goods.  When  thi^y  come  into  the  yard  the  en- 
gineer signs  that  their  quantity  and  quality  is  correct.  The  paymaster  certifies  that  it  is  a 
fair  market-price. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  connection  of  Mr.  Saml.  J.  Randall  with  the  navy-yard  here?— 
A.  No,  sir ;  except  that  he  recommended  men  down  there  for  employment,  as  all  the  Con- 
gressmen do. 

Q.  Does  he  succeed  in  getting  them  in  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  he  sends  a  good  man  down 
there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  8.  J.  Randall  and  Mr.  Nat.  McKay  had  any  conflict  over 
this  McKay  contract  t — A.  No,  sir. 


a 


Philadelphia,  April  10, 1676. 
William  Row  both  am  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  I  reside  in  Phila- 
delphia ;  I  am  assistant  engineer  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  in  the  yard  f — A.  I  went  on  duty  at  the  old  yard 
about  last  May. 

Q.  Were  you  present  during  the  period  of  the  removal  of  materials  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  particular  duty  had  you  during  that  period  7 — A.  To  superintend  the  removt 
of  our  department,  and  see  that  it  was  done  properly.     We   had  also  more  or  less  wot» 
going  on  in  the  shop,  and  I  took  charge  also  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  Mr.  McKay  came  into  the  yard  and  commenced  his  contr*^^ 
to  remove  the  material  7 — A.  I  recollect  when  he  came  to  commence  on  the  contract  wi^ 
the  steam-engineering  department. 

Q.  Did  you  have  supervision  of  the  removal  of  material  in  your  department  ? — A.  Yc^* 
sir. 

Q.  State  what  that  supervision  was. — A.  To  see  that  the  tools  in  the  machine-shop  w^^^ 
all  taken  apart,  and  the  small  parts  boxed  up  and  tallied.     I  put  a  man  in  charge  to  tak^     ^ 
list  of  them  as  they  were   removed,  and  stationed  another  man  down  at  the  boat  to  tak^    ^ 
tally  of  them  there.    We  sent  a  man  down  in  each  boat-load  to  see  that  they  went  to  Leag''*^^ 
Island. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  tally  of  all  the  goods  delivered  to  the  contractor  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
could  not  of  the  small-stores  and  miscellaneous  stuff. 

Q.  But  of  all  tools  and  machinery  you  kept  a  tally  at  each  end  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  did  keep  tallv,  can  you  state  whether  or  not  all  the  goods  were  delivei 
at  League  Island  and  received  by  the  GovernmentT — ^A.    1  believe  ihey  were  ;  I  have  «:»o* 
heard  of  any  that  were  missing.  ^ 

Q.  Did  you  at  the  time  discover  by  your  tally  that  there  was  anything  lacking  f — A  l^^^f 
sir. 

Q.  What  class  of  material  did  you  not  keep  tally  of? — A.  Such  things  as  the  small  tools 
that  are  ordinarily  around  a  machine-shop. 

Q.  You  put  them  in  boxes^did  you  not! — A.  A  good  many  of  them  we  did,  and  a  g'oo^ 
msLuy  of  them  we  didnH  hfive  Wme  \,o.    V^  ^  ot^'j  V'&A  «^1^>n  ^"«»^^  to  do  the  removing  is,  anc 
httd  to  do  it  the  best  we  coa\d. 
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Q.  Do  joa  know  of  anj  g^oods  Iq  jour  department  which  were  not  pioperly  rielivered,  or 
did  oot  eet  to  their  destination  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  during  the  period  learn  that  McKay,  or  anybody  else,  was  taking  goods 
from  yoar  department  improperly  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  donH  recollect  of  hearing  of  anything 
that  was  not  straight. 

Q.  What  were  your  relations  with  McKay  7 — A.  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  him, 
excepting  that  be  was  the  contractor  to  remove  the  stuff,  and  I  had  charge  of  giving  him 
what  he  was  to  remove. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  controversy  with  him  ?— A.  Yes ;  the  first  time  I  met  him  I  had  a 
little  troable  with  him. 

Q.  State  what  the  trouble  was. — A.  I  will  as  soon  as  I  can  remember,  but  I  lost  my  tem- 
per at  the  time.  He  had  got  the  contract  for  removing  the  steam-engineering  stuff,  and  Mr. 
Newell  was  away  on  business  that  day,  and  he  gave  me  orders  if  McKay  came  there  to  give 
him  SDytbing  that  we  had  ready.  I  told  him  that  the  Shackamaxon's  engines  were  ready. 
He  asked  me  if  I  thought  he  was  fowg  to  be  fool  enough  to  take  that  stuff.  The  Shacka- 
nuxoD  was  named  the  Nebraska  aRerward.  I  told  him  I  didn*t  care  whether  he  took  it  or 
not,  my  orders  were  to  deliver  it  to  him.  He  said  what  else  have  you  got.  I  told  him  the 
Antietam's  engines  were  all  ready.  He  said,  **  I  told  you  before  I  am  not  going  to  take  that 
rubbish;  that  is  going  to  the  Centennial.*'  I  told  him  I  didn't  care  where  it  went,  that  we 
^ere  in  the  habit  ot  getting  our  orders  from  naval  officers.  He  said,  "  What  else  have  you 
^tf "  *' There  >  nothing  quite  ready,"  I  told  him.  *'  Why  can't  I  take  those  tools  7*^  he 
said.  I  told  him  they  were  liot  ready.  '*  We  have  some  little  work  here  that  is  needed  on 
the  vessels  for  the  Government,  and  if  you  commence  taking  them  we  will  have  to  knock 
off  all  that  work,  and  the  shops  will  be  laid  idle ;  in  the  next  place,  the  tools  are  not  ready 
t€  be  taken  in  their  present  condition  ;  the  small  pieces,  at  least,  would  run  a  risk,  and  I 
^antto  box  them  up."  **0,"  he  said,  *Mf  you  are  going  to  be  awkward  about  it,  I  will 
fiiyonin  about  one  minute.  I  will  telegraph  to  the  office  and  settle  you  in  a  minute.*'  I 
told  him  I  didn't  care  a  damn  if  he  telegrapned  in  about  a  half  minute.  That  was  about  the 
amount  of  it.    He  walked  eff. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  further  talk  about  it  7 — A.  I  believe  that  was  about  all.  He  told 
me  that  he  didn't  want  any  further  business  with  me,  nor  talk  with  me.  I  told  him  when- 
ever I  had  any  business  with  him  I  should  certainly  speak  to  him,  whether  he  liked  it  or  not. 

Q'  Did  he  remove  those  things  that  you  pointed  out  ? — A.  The  Sbackamaxon's  machin- 
ery was  sold  at  auction,  but  the  engines  of  the  Antietam  he  removed. 

Q.  8o  far  as  you  know,  he  did  remove  the  goods  which  were  given  to  him  7 — A.  Ex- 
^pt  the  Nebraska  or  Sbackamaxon's  engines,  which  were  sold,  and  not  to  be  removed. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q'  There  were  three  boilers,  I  think,  and  the  eqgines  of  the  Nebraska  that  were  sold  and 
*^arried  oat  7 — A.  There  were  four,  two  large  boilers  and  two  others. 

!-^Q.  Daring  that  time  did  you  know  of  Mr.  McKay  offering  to  any  person  employed  by  the 
^^▼7  any  money  in  consideration  of  any  favors  shown  him  in  the  discharge  ofois  contract  7 

'A.  No,  sir. 
,^^Q.  Did  you  afterward  have  any  words  with  him  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir.  He  went  down  to 
^S8hin?ton  that  afternoon  or  the  next  &Hy,  I  saw  a  t<:legram  about  a  day  or  two  after- 
?^Ard.  It  said  that  he  was  going  to  New  York.  I  think  that  the  telegramcame  from  Wasn- 
^^gton.  It  was  in  reference  to  moving  the  stuff  or  something  of  that  kind.  A  day  or  two 
^^rward  he  came  down  to  the  yard  and  met  Mr.  Newell,  and  wanted  to  know  if  be  was 
billing  to  be  responsible  for  my  conduct ;  he  told  him  that  he  was.  They  went  around  the 
^vd  again  looking  at  the  stuff;  and  after  that  he  didn't  speak  to  me  for  some  time,  till  he 
^^  occasion  on  account  of  the  work  he  was  doing,  and  then  it  was  in  a  very  short  manner. 
,^Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  material  from  any  department  in  the  yard  being  taken  by 
*4cKay  or  any  of  his  men  improperly  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whose  men  they  were ;  I  have 

^D  old  yard  material  in  the  boats  there.     There  was  an  ash-pan  coming  from  under  a 

boiler.    "  -  -     -       .  .    _   . 


^  not  been  sold.     I  made  them  take  it  out. 

Q.  Did  you  see  McKay  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  saw  a  man  who  seemed  to  have  charge 
^it,  and  I  am  pretty  positive  it  was  Reynolds's  boat.  It  was  being  taken  out  as  stuff  that 
^  had  been  purchased. 

Q>  Bat  you  caused  it  to  be  taken  out  of  the  boat  ?— A.  Yes ;  I  left  it  on  the  wharf;  it  was 
(f  noose  except  for  old  cast  iron. 

Q«  Was  it  afterward  removed  by  him  7 — A.  It  was  removed  by  him  to  League  Island 
wterward.    I  saw  it  lying  down  there. 

Q'  State  whether  or  not  you  saw  anything  that  led  you  to  believe  that  any  considera- 
"^  quantity  of  material  which  should  have  been  transported  to  League  Island  for  either  of 
(he  departments  was  taken  by  McKay  as  property  purchased. — A.  There  was  a  load  of  bar- 
iroo  that  I  saw  in  those  boats.    'I  don't  know  whether  it  had  been  sold  at  awct\o\i  ot  Yi^qjv} 
J"»w  way,  but  bar-iron  is  something  that  comes  in  use  any  time.    And  \C  \t  \\flu3L\iee\i  Vdl  wxt 
department,  I  don't  think  it  would  bare  been  sold,    I  have  seen  ))ar-\TOii  go  e^Nvaiy  «hmo\i^ 
other  map-iron  that  tbey  bad  in  tbeir  boats,  with  other  rubbish. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt  3 6 
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Q.  Was  it  oew  bar-irou ;  I  mean  iron  ibat  never  bad  been  worked,  but  was  sold  in  the 
original  bar  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  did  yon  see  that  ? — A.  I  should  say  that  there  was  quite  a  number  of 
tons  of  it.   I  think  I  saw  it  in  two  boats.     I  know  I  saw^it  in  one  boat. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  went  ? — A.  To  Queen  street  wharf,  I  believe. 

Q.  Was  that  the  place  where  he  carried  all  his  material  ? — A.  There  was  mixing  up  aboat 
it.  I  don't  know  wnether  it  was  McKay's  or  Reynolds's,  or  Seyfert  &.  McManus.  I  don't 
know  who  got  this  iron. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  in  the  day-time  or  evening?— A.  I  saw  it  in  the  day-time,  in  the  boat. 
I  spoke  to  the  watchman  about  it,  and  be  said  that  he  had  reported  it,  and  they  put  him  off 
for  some  reason  or  other,  I  don't  know  what. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  who  he  reported  to  ? — A.  To  the  assistant  to  the  captain  of  the  yard. 
He  is  the  son-in-law  of  the  captain  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Who  is  the  captain  of  the  yard  1 — A.  Mr.  Wells. 

Q.  And  it  was  Mr.  Wells'  son-in-law  to  whom  you  understood  the  watchman  reported?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  reason  I  say  that  they  went  to  Queen  street  wharf  is  this  :  I  did  not  seethe 
same  material  there  ;  but  I  went  there  afterward  and  looked  myself.  I  did  not  seeaajbody 
taking  tally  of  tlie  stuff  in  the  yard,  and  I  thoueht  there  should  be  a  tally  taken  somewhere, 
so  I  went  to  Queen  street  wharf  to  see  if  they  nad  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  qoantitj 
taken.  I  looked  all  over  the  wharf  and  didn't  see  any  scales,  and  tbe  scales  in  tbejaid 
were  broken  up.  I  didn't  know  where  they  could  get  a  tally.  I  saw  some  bar-iron  on  the 
Queen  street  wharf  when  I  went  there.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  same  bar-iron,  bat 
it  was  among  the  stuff  which  came  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  of  anybody  in  the  department  of  construction  about  it  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  notice  to  anybody  to  look  after  it  f — A.  Nothing  further  than  to  tbe 
watchman,  who  stated  that  he  had  reported  it  to  the  proper  person,  the  assistant  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  he  communicate  to  you  tbe  reply  ? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  What  was  its  substance  f — A.  I  cannot  remember  what  the  reply  was  ;  but  it  was  as 
much  as  to  tell  him  that  be  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  that  it  was  not  his  business,  or 
something  of  that  sort.    I  knew  it  was  not  my  business. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  this  watchman? — A.  Wilson. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  department  the  bar-iron  came  from,  and  did  not  hear  tbe  watch- 
man say  f — A.  Yes ;  it  came  from  the  construction. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  bow  many  tons  there  were  on  those  two  barges? — A  No,  sir; 
I  don't  know  exactly.  They  had  all  sorts  of  things  in  there ;  some  lying  on  top  and  some 
covered  up.  There  were  some  of  the  pieces  that  were  about  six  inches  round  bar-iron,  big 
enough  for  heavy  shafting,  and  it  would  not  take  many  of  those  pieces  to  make  a  ton.  1 
saw  several  of  them  there. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  stuff  that  was  sold  at  auction  in  the  yard  from  tbe  different 
departments  ?— A.  Not  all  of  it.  I  was  not  there  the  whole  of  the  day,  owing  to  sickness  in 
my  family.   I  didn't  get  there  until  the  sale  was  completely  over. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  barges  that  McKay  had  carrying  away  his  own  private 
stuff  that  he  had  purchased  ;  and  also  Reynolds  ? — A.  I  saw  any  amount  of  barf^es  there 
that  were  managed  by  them  both  ;  and  also  by  Mr.  Rice  ;  and  there  was  some  there  that 
were  managed  by  the  Government ;  but  I  would  not  be  able  to  recognize  them  attain  ten 
minutes  afterward,  unless  I  saw  something  particular  that  would  attract  my  attention. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bars  in  any  of  those  barges  of  Mr.  McKay's  or  Mr.  Reynolds's  that  yon 
should  suppose  were  not  sold  at  auction  for  old  material  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  didn't  look  right 
to  me  that  they  would  sell  good  bar-iron. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  except  the  bar-iron  ? — A.  Nothing  but  stuff  of  that  sort  such  as 
angle-iron. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  copper,  brass,  or  composition  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  excepting  what  there 
might  be  in  some  pieces  of  machinery  aboard  the  barge,  such  as  a  part  of  an  engine.  The 
journal-boxes  are  made  of  brass,  you  know. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  bolts,  or  sheet-copper,  or  zinc,  or  tin  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  of  the  material  from  the  different  departments  removed  from  the  yard  by  night 
and  put  aboard  the  barges  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  barges  ever  taken  away  from  tbe  yard  at  night-time,  to  your  knowledge* 
and  removed  over  to  this  wharf  that  you  speak  of,  in  Queen  street  ? — A,  I  don't  know  where 
the  barges  went.  I  presume  they  went  to  League  Island.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  their 
going  anywhere  else,  and,  in  fact,  no  knowledge,  I  think,  at  all.  It  was  not  in  oar  depart- 
ment. 

Q.  Whenever  they  left  the  yard  they  went  directly  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  prcsan** 
so.    I  have  no  knowledge  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Is  this  Queen  street  wbarf  on  the  road  from  the  old  yard  to  League  Island  ?— A*  ^^' 
air ;  it  is  this  side  of  tbe  navy-yaid. 
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Q.  When  the  boats  or  barges  or  scows  left  the  navj-yard  would  joa  have  any  opportu- 
nity to  have  seen  which  way  they  went? — A.  Yes  ;  if  I  had  been  down  there.  |t.I  have  seen 
some  of  them  g^oing  to  Queen  street  wharf,  and  some  the  other  way. 

Q.  Was  there  a  place  called  Greenwich  Point  down  there  7 — A.  Yes ;  I  believe|there  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything^  about  the  stoppage  of  boats  at  that  point  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  false  bottoms  to  any  of  the  scows  or  boats  f — A. 
Yes  ;  all  boats  that  are  properly  built  have  false  bottoms  in  to  keep  the  water  from  spoiling 
the  cargo. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information,  the  sources  of  which  information  are  availa- 
ble to  this  committee,  about  property  being  stored  or  hidden  away  in  these  false  bottoms  t— 
A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  yard  at  night-time  when  property  was  being  removed  ? — A.  I  was 
there  on  several  occasions  until  about  6  or  7  o^clock.  They  knocked  off  work  there  about 
half  past  4  o*clock,  I  think,  in  the  winter.  I  was  there  an  hour  or  two  after  the  regular  time 
of  quitting. 

Q.  That  would  run  you  after  dark  at  that  season  of  the  year? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were 
using  lanterns. 

Q.  At  that  time  was  the  loadin?  of  the  private  barges  or  scows  of  Mr.  McKay  going  on  ? — 
A.  I  will  not  be  positive  as  to  tuat,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  McKay  did  not 
have  any  private  barges  there  at  that  time.  The  time  I  am  speaking  of  particularly  is  when 
they  were  removing  the  bar-copper  and  small-stores  out  of  the  construction  sture-house,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  yard.  I  think  that  was  about  the  only  time  I  was  in  the  yard  when  they 
were  working  at  night  removing  stu£f,  and  I  don't  think  McKay  had  any  private  barges 
there  at  that  time. 

Q.  Then  you  were  there  at  no  night  upon  which  property  purchased  by  McKay  was  re- 
moved, if  it  was  removed  at  all.  inliis  private  barges  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  in  connection  with  Mr.  McKay.  I  will  ask 
you  if  they  were  not  all  of  them  partners  ?  Was  not  that  the  reputation  ? — A.  It  seems  so. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  before  tney  commenced  to  remove  our  department,  that  I  was  put 
on  a  board  of  inquiry  about  some  stuff  that  bad  been  stolen  from  our  department.  As  it  was 
too  heavy  for  any  one  to  carry  out  on  their  shoulders  or  in  their  dinner-baskets,  (the  pieces 
weighing  from  500  to  2,000  pounds,)  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  went  out  on  a  wagon 
or  wagons.  We  thought  that  Seyfert,  McManus  6l  Co.,  as  they  had  been  hauling  out  iron 
for  some  time,  having  been  buying  some  old  monitor-stuff  long  before  I  came  there,  that  it 
was  possible  their  wagons  might  have  taken  it,  either  in  mistake,  or  that  it  had  been  stolen 
by  their  drivers.  I  went  up  to  Seyfert  &,  McManus,  and  asked  them  if  they  had  ever  had 
any  such  stuff  delivered  to  them  at  any  of  their  places.  They  said  that  they  had  not ;  at 
least,  that  they  did  not  know  of  any,  but  would  inquire.  The  next  morning  I  went  around 
there  with  a  detective,  not  exactly  liking  the  looks  of  things.  I  met  Mr.  McKay  in  there. 
That  was  the  first  time  that  I  had  the  slightest  idea  that  he  knew  Seyfert  &  McManus.  I 
was  talking  to  Mr.  McManus  about  this  stuff,  not  having  said  a  word  to  McKay,  and  Mc- 
Kay said  that  if  we  commenced  to  investigate  him,  he  would  lay  us  out — I  suppose  mean- 
ing the  whole  board.  That  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  that  he  had  anything  to  do  with 
it.  I  did  not  know  that  he  knew  Seyfert  &  BjcManus,  or  that  he  had  anything  to  do  with 
any  of  the  stuff  that  had  been  hauled  out  up  to  that  time.  Then  I  commenced  to  think  that 
they  were  all  in  together.  Afterward  I  had  occasion  to  go  up  there  once  or  twice,  and  I  met 
Reynolds  and  McKay  both  there.  From  Mr.  Reynolds's  eviaence,  as  he  asked  to  be  brought 
up  before  the  board  at  that  time,  he  admitted  that  in  certain  things  they  were  joint  partners 
— Seyfert,  McManus,  McKav,  and  I  donH  know  who  else. 

Q.  Did  you  discover  the  fact  that  they  were  partners  in  the  property  that  was  being  re- 
moved from  the  yard  at  the  time  you  missed  tnis  material  which  you  were  investigating 
about  7 — A.  When  Reynolds  came  up  before  the  board,  that  was  what  I  understood — that 
they  were  partners  in  that  stuff — but  I  had  no  idea  of  it  before  that  time.  After  that,  from 
the  way  the  sales  went,  although  I  don't  know  anything  about  it,  it  looked  to  me  as  though 
they  were  all  partners.  For  instance :  Seyfert  or  McManus  would  be  down  there,  and  they 
would  instruct  Mr.  McKay  or  Reynolds,  or  whoever  was  buying,  once  in  a  while.  I  don't 
know  what  was  said,  but  I  saw  them  talking  together  about  the  sales,  and  evidently  taking 
notes  as  to  what  the  things  sold  for.    Sometimes  McKay  would,  and  sometimes  the  others. 

Q.  It  did  not  make  any  difference  who  was  the  purchaser,  whether  it  was  Reynolds, 
McKay  Seyfert  or  McManus ;  they  were  all  delivered  at  the  warehouse  of  Seyfert  & 
McManus  f — A.  I  don*t  know  whose  warehouse  it  was  exactly,  but  I  think  it  was  Seyfert, 
McManus  &,  Co.    That  warehouse  down  on  the  wharf,  Reynolds  called  his. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  called  to  a  lot  of  ship-knees  in  the  yard  7 — A.  Yes,  I  took 
notice  of  them  myself. 

Q.  Was  your  notice  directed  to  them  on  the  day  of  the  auction,  or  about  that  time  7 — A.  No, 
sir;  I  don't  know  that  it  was.  If  they  were  sold  I  didn't  see  it.  If  they  were  sold  at  all, 
it  was  the  day  that  I  was  awav  part  of  the  day. 

Q.  Then  the  day  before  or  the  day  afterward,  was  vour  attention  called  to  them  so  as 
to  form  judgment  as  to  the  number  piled  up  there  in  the  yard? — A.  1  Xiorvf^t  \.t\^^\A^^\^ 
up  the  uuml^r,  but  J  think  I  could  tell  you.    I  should  judge  that  m  \\i«  ot\\^\Ti«\  V^^^^^^ 
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were  four  hundred  or  thereabouts.  They  were  piled  in  a  block  hardlj  as  wide  as  this  room 
and  I  should  say  about  fifteen  feet  high.  The  knees  would  average  about  seven  inches 
thick. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  directed  to  their  quality  ?— A.  They  looked  to  me  to  be  pretty 
good  knees.  They  looked  like  old  ones  that  had  been  laying  out  in  the  weather  for  some 
time,  but  they  looked  good.  They  looked  dirty,  of  course.  I  don^t  know  that  I  am  much  of 
a  judge  of  ship-timber,  but  I  have  seen  knees  that  I  know  were  a  good  deal  worse  than 
these.   They  looked  pretty  fair,  I  thought. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  controversy  with  any  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  T — A.  As  to  the 
removal  of  the  construction  department,  Captain  Wells  and  McKay  had  a  little  difficulty. 
The  contract  was  annulled  after  he  had  been  working  at  it  a  day  or  two,  and  the  captain 
ordered  him  to  stop  the  removal,  and  he  would  not  do  it.  At  that  he  ordered  the  marines 
out  and  went  around  the  yard  to  stop  it. 

Q.  That  was  entirely  in  relation  to  the  stoppage  of  work  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  difficulty  with  any  officer  in  regard  to  the  improper  removal  of 
property  ? — A.  He  wanted  some  things  taken  apart,  more  in  our  department  than  we  in- 
tended to  take  apart,  and  Mr.  Newell  and  he  haa  several  set-to*s  about  it ;  and  I  think  the 
Chief  Engineer  Dungan  and  he  had  words  once  or  twice.  He  also  had  words  with  a  marine 
officer.  Commodore  Turner's  son.  I  don*t  know  exactly  what  all  these  things  were  aboat. 
He  had  words  with  almost  every  officer  in  the  yard. 

Q.  That'was  all,  however,  as  I  understand  yon,  in  regard  to  the  mode  or  manner  of  removal 
of  the  property  under  his  contract.  Did  he  ever  have  any  difficulties  under  charges  made  by 
officers  that  he  or  his  men  were  appropriating  property  unlawfully  T — A.  No,  I  do  not  know 
that  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instances  than  these  which  you  have  mentioned,  of  the 
unlawful  or  improper  appropriation  of  property  by  Mr.  McKay  or  any  of  his  employ^  ?— 
A.  I  know  of  an  attempted  appropriation  apparently  by  Mr.  Reynolds  or  the  men  under  him. 
There  was  a  lot  of  stuff  belonging  to  yards  and  aocks,  and  to  the  dry-dock — it  was  m&- 
chinery  for  hauling  a  vessel  off  the  dry-dock  on  to  the  ground.  They  had  all  these  links  in 
the  barges,  one  day,  hauling  them  away  with  stuff  that  had  been  purchased  at  auction.  I 
notified  the  watchman,  and  he  told  the  assistant  civil  engineer,  who  had  them  taken  out  of 
the  boat  again,  but  whether  they  were  employes  of  McKay  or  not  I  donH  know.  They 
were  all  mixed  up. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  instances? — A.  There  was  the  Constitution's  ballast.  It 
was  lying  on  the  wharf.  The  watchmen  knew  what  it  was  themselves.  It  had  not  been 
sold.  They  were  blocks  of  iron  about  15  inches  long  and  6  inches  square.  They  were  cast 
for  ballast.  They  had  a  good  part  of  them  on  the  barge  and  the  watchman  made  them  pnll 
it  out  again.  I  think  that  was  Wilson,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  that  fact.  We  only  had  four  or 
five  watchmen  down  there  altogether.  We  didn't  have  half  enough.  We  could  not  watch 
everything.  There  were  lots  of  things  that  were  stolen  down  there,  but  who  took  them  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  How  much  property  do  yon  think  was  stolen  or  disappeared  ? — A.  If  you  count  oat 
this  bar-iron  as  not  being  stolen,  I  should  suppose  that  the  things  that  I  have  actual  knowl- 
edge of  would  amount  to  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars,  worth.  I  don't  know  how  much  of 
that  bar-iron  went  That  woula  amount  to  considerable.  I  know  that  I  saw  several  wagon- 
loads  of  it  going  down,  aud  several  wagon-loads  in  the  hold.  They  were  dumping  it  right 
along  into  the  hold  of  this  boat. 

Q.  You  speak  of  that  within  your  own  knowledge  f — ^A.  Yes ;  I  think  I  could  figure  np 
enough  to  make  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  That  was  stolen  during  the  period  of  this  removal? — A.  Yes;  before,  at,  and  duriog 
the  period  of4the  removal.  They  were  removing  stuff  from  the  yard  at  the  time,  but  the  act- 
ual moving  of  the  yard  had  not  commenced  when  part  of  it  was  stolen. 

Q.  To  what  department  of  the  yard  did  this  bar-iron  belong  ? — A.  The  construction.  I 
say  that  because  I  saw  them  rolling  it  out  of  a  construction  store-house. 

Q.  If  sold,  that  fact  ought  to  appear  on  the  books  of  the  construction  department  f— A  I 
should  say  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  gifts  or  presents  made  by  Mr.  McKay  or  Reynolds  to  any  of  the 
eniploy6s  of  the  navy-yard  f — A.  Nothing  only  hearsay. 

Q.  Do  you  know  since  you  have  been  connected  with  the  service,  of  any  one  in  the  nsTsl 
service  having  received  any  presents  from  any  contractors  in  any  shape,  either  for  them- 
selves or  for  their  families  t— A.  No,  sir ;  except  as  I  say,  by  hearsay.  I  heard  of  a  watch 
being  presented,  but  I  only  got  that  information  from  the  paper. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  contractor  with  the  Government  paying  to  anybody  any  fees  or 
commissions  in  order  to  aid  them  in  any  way  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  advantage  by  loan  or  accommodation  of  any  kind  ? — A.  No  ;  I 
do  not. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  you  had  occasion  to  go  once  or  twice  to  Seyfert  &  McManus's  place  after  yoa 
£r3t  saw  McKay  there.  What  caused  ^ou  \o  ^o X\i«^  Q\i<^  qt  V«\qa  «jCterward  ?— A,  It  was  »li 
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eonnectiou  with  things  that  bad  been  lost  from  the  yard.  There  was  a  second  court  of  in-  ^ 
irj,  in  which  Chiei' Engineer  Newell,  Captain  WellSf  and  Mr.  Stratton,  the  civil  engineer  at  * 
ftgue  Island,  were  the  members  appointed  to  find  out  about  the  stuff  that  had  been  taken 
the  Queen-street  wharf,  or  some  other  place.  They  took  metelong  with  them  to  recog- 
e  the  stuff,  and  I  thought  I  was  a  member  of  the  board,  as  they  gave  me  orders  to  do  this, 
kt,  and  the  other  thing.  We  went  down  on  the  Queen-street  wharf  and  looked  around  at 
I  stuff,  and  they  then  wanted  to  go  into  the  building  that  is  inclosed.  They  asked  per- 
ssion  of  the  clerk  who  had  charge  of  it,  and  he  said  that  he  didnU  allow  any  one  in  there 
less  they  had  a  note  from  the  parties  having  goods  stored  in  there.  They  were  then  go- 
;*  to  got  a  search-warrant  to  go  in.  I  don't  know  much  about  such  things,  b^t  I  told 
im  that  they  would  make  a  mistake  if  they  went  in  and  didn't  find  anything  and  would 
;  themselves  in  a  fix.  They  sent  me  to  Seyfert  &,  McManus  to  see  if  I  could  not  get 
ynolds's  permission  to*go  through  the  building.  Reynolds  was  not  there.  They,  however, 
d  they  would  ask  him  about  it,  aud  the  next  day  Reynolds  came  down  to  the  yard  and 
d  me  he  had  written  a  letter  and  Seyfert  &,  McManus  had  signed  it,  reporting  me  to  the 
i^retary  of  the  Navy,  for  interfering  with  their  business.  I  went  up  there,  I  snould  say, 
)nt  four  or  five  times  in  all,  from  the  second  time  when  I  first  met  McKay  there.  i  After  I 
t  McKay  the  second  time,  I  went  about  three  times,  including  the  last  time,  of  which  I 
ee  just  spoken  in  connection  with  the  stuff  that  was  lost. 

).  Speaking  of  the  knees  you  say  the  original  pile  was  about  so  large ;  what  do  you  mean 
that  ? — A.  The  pile  increased  afterward. 

12-  What  do  you  mean ;  was  the  original  pile  the  one  that  was  sold  ? — A.  I  presume  so  ; 
lon't  know  what  was  sold,  for|the  reason  that  I  was  not  there  at  that  particular  time, 
ere  were,  however,  a  lot  of  knees  there  that  had  never  been  used,  which  were  sold.  There 
«  no  paint  on  them,  and  they  were  not  hewn  down  exactly  to  the  right  shape.  They  kept 
cumulating.  That  pile  remained  there,  and  was  there  when  I  left  the  yard  to  go  to 
ague  Island.  I  passed  it,  I  suppose,  about  half  a  dozen  times  after  that,  and  took  notice 
^ry  time  I  passed  it  that  there  would.be  some  e'^tra  knees  lying  around  the  pile — knees 
it  had  been  used  mostly,  with  paint  on  them.    I  don't  know  but  what  the  pile  is  there 


k. 


^.  This  was  after  the  auction-sale  that  you  noticed  the  pile  to  increase? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

[}.  Were  not  knees  transported  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  sent  quite  a  lot 

wn  there  on  boats.   I  think  the  construction  department  removed  the  best  part  of  those 

^mselves. 

^.  Did  you  understand  these  to  be  the  remnant  of  all  the  knees  of  all  kinds  in  the  yard 

ed  up  there  together  ? — A.  No ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the  square  pile  that  was 

t  there  till  after  the  sale,  but  I  always  imagined  that  they  were  knees  selected  at  some 

le  for  something  especial,  being  all  right  angles^   I  thought  that  they  had  been  piled  up 

ire  ready  for  use.    The  knees  that  were  afterward  put  around  the  pile  were  old  knees. 

Q.  Who  was  this  auctioneer  ? — A.  Mr.  Cook. 

\^,  Did  he  sell  all  the  material  there  ? — A.  I  believe  that  he  has  always  sold  the  material 

}re.    He  was  selling  that  day. 

Q.  Did  he  sell  all  the  material  on  one  day  at  auction ? — A.  No,  sir;  we  used  to  have  an 

ction  about  once  a  month.     He  always  has  been  the  auctioneer  as  long  as  I  have  been 

yre. 

Q.  Where  is  Briscoe  who  was  the  boatswain  at  the  yard  at  that  time  7 — A.  I  think  he  is 

the  Norfolk  navy-yard. 


League  Island  Navy-Yard, 

Thursday,  ApHl  20,  1876. 

Jso.  B.  Hoover  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaestion.  State  your  position  in  the  naval  service. — Answer.  I  am  assistant  naval  con- 

ructor. 

Q.  Where  have  you  been  on  duty  for  the  last  two  or  three  years? — A.  I  was  only  ap- 

)iDted  last  August  as  assistant  naval  constructor ;  since  that  time  I  have  beeu^n  duty  at 

le  Philadelphia  yard,  at  League  Island. 

Q.  Prior  to  that  time  had  you  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  at  any  point  ? — A.  I 

as  at  the  Washington  yard. 

Q.  Were  you  in  charge  of  the  constructors'  department  during  the  removal  of  the  yard  at 
'hiladelphia  t — A.  I  was. 

Q.  State  if  during  that  removal  you  have  any  knowledge  of  any  unlawful  appropriation 
r  removal  of  Government  property. — A.  I  have  none. 

Q.  Were  or  not  frequent  complaints  made  to  yOu  that  such  was  beXtx?^  ^ow^^ — k. '^Q^ 
";  once  or  twice  complaints  were  made  that  Reynolds  was  taking  away  oux  \toti,\i\vX.'«>ass,xt 
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J  went  there  I  never  could  get  it.  We  had  some  bolt-iron  around  belono^ing  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  thej  were  goin^  to  move,  and  I  drove  them  away  and  would  not  let  them  take 
it.    That  is  the  only  knowledge  I  have  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Who  designated  the  iron  or  other  material  that  should  be  taken  by  Reynolds,  or  by 
HcKay  7 — A.  The  bureaus  from  which  they  bought  it,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  was  the  individual  who  did  that  in  your  bureau  7 — A.  Mr.  Hartt  did  that.  There 
was  none  bought  that  I  know  of;  Mr.  Reynolds,  I  believe,  had  orders  from  the  DepartmeDt 
to  take  all  old  iron  not  needed  for  immediate  use. 

Q.  Who  designated  to  Mr.  Reynolds  what  iron  he  should  take  7 — A.  Mr.  Hartt. 

Q.  Had  you  no  part^or  lot  in  it  ? — A.  I  would  stop  him  whenever  he  would  go  to  take 
iron,  and  then  Mr.  Hartt  would  say  it  was  all  right  and  I  would  let  him  go  on. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  was  Mr.  Reynolds  taking  iron  that  the  Government  could  use  ? — A.  I 
do  not  know  how  far  the  order  extended.     When  I  first  came  here  he  was  taking  iron  which 
belonged  to  the  Nebraska ;  then  he  went  around  to  the  blacksmith-shop,  taking  our  scrap 
and  I  stopped  him,  and  Mr.  Hartt  told  me  that  that  was  all  right,  that  he  had  an  order  to* 
take  all  iron  that  was  not  for  immediate  use. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  the  term,  ^'imivediate  use*'  to  extend  to?  Did  you  under- 
stand it  to  mean  all  that  there  was  not  an  immediate  necessity  for  7 — A.  That  is  the  cod- 
fitruction  you  might  put  on  it. 

Q.  Did  you  nut  that  construction  on  it  before  or  after  Hartt's  instructions  to  you  ? — A.  I  did 
not  feel  that  I  nad  authority  to  let  him  take  that  new  iron,  unless  I  bad  some  higher  author- 
ity ;  I  would  not  let  him  take  anything  unless  I  got  orders  from  Hartt. 

Q.  After  having  your  instructions  from  Mr.  Hartt,  state  whether  you  or  anybody  went 
forward  in  the  work  of  separating  what  the  Government  would  require  for  immediate  use,  or 
not  t — A.  We  had  no  immediate  use  for  any  of  that  old  scrap-iron. 

Q.  Had  you  for  any  other  iron  ? — A.  We  had  no  immediate  use  for  the  bar-iron  in  the 
turrets. 

Q.  Who  was  there  to  perform  the  office  of  stating  what  the  Government  required  for  imme- 
diate use,  and  what  it  did  not  requite  ? — A.  The  blacksmith  was  there,  in  regard  to  the  iron 
around  the  blacksmith-shop.  When  Mr.  Reynolds  was  gathering  up  this  iron  he  went 
around  there  and  I  would  not  let  him  have  it.  I  told  Mr.  Stohl,  the  blacksmith,  not  to  let 
him  take  it  unless  he  got  orders  to  that  effect ;  I  delegated  him,  in  one  sense  of  the  word,  to 
see  that  he  did  not  take  it. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  Hartt,  or  did  Mr.  Stohl  go  to  Mr.  Hartt  t— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Then  did  you  go  back  to  Stohl  and  report  to  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then, if  the  separation  took  place  at  all, Stohl  did  it? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Yon  refer  to  Philip  Stohl,  do  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  at  present  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  t — A.  No,  sir ;  he  has  not  been  here 
for  some  time;  he  is  sick,  I  thinx. 

Q.  Who  weighed  the  iron  that  was  taken  off  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  or  any  other  party !— A.  1 
do  not  know  the  name  of  the  man  who  weighed  it. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  at  all  7 — A.  Up  to  the  time  the  scales  were  taken  away  it  was  ^ 
weighed. 

Q.  After  the  scales  were  taken  away  how  was  it  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  abo^^ 
that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  the  iron  then  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whom  it  was  loaded? — A.  No, sir;  it  was  loaded  on  a  canal-l^^^*** 
Reynolds  had  a  canal-boat  there  and  loaded  it  on  her  after  the  scales  were  torn  up.  . 

Q.  Was  there  any  one  appointed  to  number  the  loads  or  take  notice  of  this  removal        ^ 
Mr.  Reynolds  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  He  was  then  permitted  to  take  it  at  his  willf — A.  I  understood  that  he  was  goioj 
take  it,  and  have  it  weighed  by  the  sworn  weigher. 

Q.  But,  so  far  as  you  know,  or  saw,  no  one  was  appointed  or  designated,  or  attempt 
perform  the  office  of  numbering  the  loads  taken  out,  or  take  any  notice  of  the  quantitj 
moved  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  ;  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Hartt  did  about  that  mat 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  ap] 
priation  or  removal  of  any  property  from  the  yard  T — A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  contracts  made  with  Mr.  McKay  7 — A.  T  am  familiar 
one. 

Q.  Which  one  was  that? — A.  The  one  that  he  was  stopped  on. 

Q.  Were  you  upon  a  board  to  estimate  his  damages  in  that  case  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.^  State  how  you  reached  your  result. — A.  It  was  only  by  approximation ;  I  went 
my  judgment.     Of  course  I  was  familiar  with  the  piles  of  lumber  that  were  in  th  e  y 
and  when  we  got  the  order  the  only  thing  we  could  do  was  to  approximate,  as  nearly  as 
Bible,  what  was  removed. 

Q.  Did  you  then  estimate  the  value  of  the  labor  performed  according  to  your  judgmei 
A.  We  only  gave  about  the  approximation  of  what  material  we  thought  he  removec 
mnch  live-oak,  so  much  white-oak  plank,  so  much  stage  and  deck  plank,  &c. 

Q.  You  considered  that,  if  he  had  made  a  contract  for  820,000  or  $21,000  to  reraoT-  ^  tbe 
materia] f  that  he  had  removed  sucYi  8k  \)XovwV.\oTi  vvuiW  ^(\v«k\,  ^wi\x^<i.t  for  which  prorortlon  be 
should  be  paid? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  you  awarded  damaf^fes  in  that  view  ? — A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  YoQ  did  not  estimate  the  abstract  valne  to  the  Government  itself  7 — A.  I  only  took  the  - 
proportion  of  what  he  removed  under  that  contract. 

Q.  You  started  out  with  the  assumption,  did  you  not,  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  contract 
in  the  firet  place?— A.  I  thought  he  was ;  that  is,  so  far  as  ray  knowledge  extends. 

Q.  And  in  that  way  you  measnred  his  damages  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  reference  to  that  contract  as  originally  made  by  Mr.  McKay,  considering  the  work 
to  be  be  performed  do  you  think  ii.  was  a  fair  contract  or  an  excessive  one  7 — A.  I  do  not 
think  it  was  much  out  of  the  way  for  the  amount  of  material  that  had  to  be  removed. 

Q.  Do  you  kuow  whether  a  gentleman  had  proposed  to  do  the  same  work  for  $10,000  ? — 
A.  No, sir;  not  until  after  the  thing  was  stopped.     I  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  How  long  had  McKay  actually  been  at  work  when  he  was  stopped  7 — A.  I  cannot  say 
positively  as  to  that,  but  I  think  it  was  two  or  three  days.  I  think,  probably,  he  worked 
two  days  before  he  was  stopped.  I  had  my  own  business  to  attend  to.  They  were  work- 
ing 200  or  300  men  on  those  two  ships,  and  were  hurrying  us  up,  and  I  had  those  men  to 
look  after,  and  was  consequently  not  paying  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  him.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  he  did  work  two  days  on  that  contract. 

Q.  And  for  that  you  allowed  him  how  much  money? — A.  I  did  not  allow  him  any 
money.    I  only  allowed  the  proportion  of  what  he  removed. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  allowed  him  half  of  his  contract,  did  you  not  ?— A.  I  think  it  ran  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. He  had  a  great  many  men  and  a  great  many  teams  there.  I  suppose  he  bad  40 
or  50  teams,  and  300  or  400  men. 

Q.  You  allowed  him  $10,000,  did  you  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  amount.  As 
1  have  said,  I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  days  he  had  been  at  work  ;  it  might  have 
been  two,  and  it  might  have  been  three. 

Q.  Was  there  any  such  proof  before  your  board  when  you  reported  7 — A.  The  report  of 
the  board  will  show  exactly  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Q>  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  purchase  of  the  Seaweed  7 — A.  No,  sir;  nothing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  use  of  the  Burlington  by  the  Government  T — ^A. 
Only  that  she  was  chartered,  and  came  over  and  hauled  our  stores  down  here. 

Q-  Since  the  removal  of  the  stores  from  the  navy.yard,  state  what  amount  of  ser'i  ice  the 
Borlington  has  performed  for  the  Government  7— A.  She  has  performed  no  service,  except 
nmnin^  a  few  loads  up  to  the  Constitution,  since. 

Q>  How  many  loads  7 — A.  I  forget  whether  it  has  been  one  or  two. 

Q-  You  completed  the  removal  of  the  stores  from  the  navy -yard  about  the  5th  or  6th  of 
January,  did  you  not 7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  then  after  we  got  the  Constitution  on  the  dock, she 
^i(  aload  down  to  her.  She  took  a  load  down  from  the  old  navy-yard  to  League  Island, 
some  time  in  January. 

Q<  That  was  one  load.  Then  you  say  that  she  hauled  some  timber  up  to  Camden,  to 
"^ood  &  Dialogue's  establishment— either  one  or  two  loads  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q'  Is  that  all  the  service  that  she  has  performed  since  about  the  2d  or  3d  of  January  7 — 
A'  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q>  Do  you  know  what  rate,  per  month,  the  Government  is  paying  for  the  use  of  the  Bur- 
Iinpfton  ?-.A.  One  thousand  dollars. 

Q-  You  know  the  Burlington  ;  what  is  her  value  ?— A.  I  should  judge  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  about  $20,000. 

Q>  Are  you  able  to  state  to  the  committee  the  additional  cost  of  the  Huron,  the  Alert,  and 
^h«  Rtnger,  after  they  came  from  the  hands  of  the  contractors  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never 
*®6n  them. 

Q*  Will  the  books  of  your  office  show  that  fact  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  in  the  constructor's 

office. 

Q*  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  quantity  of  locust  timber  that  is  on  hand  at  this 
yaidf-.^^  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Q*  Is  it  a  large  quantity? — A.  There  is  considerable  locust  on  hand. 

Q'  Looking  to  the  probable  wants  of  the  Government  for  the  next  three  or  four  years,  do 
^o« consider  it  in  excess  7— A.  No,  sir. 

y>  What  is  that  used  for  7 — A.  For  bitts,  stanchions,  cleats,  and  various  things  about  a 

Q|  Do  you  say  that  it  is  not  in  excess  of  the  probable  wants  of  the  Government  at  this 
f^  ^^^}^^  next^  three  or  four  years  7 — A.  That  depends  altogether  on  how  many  vessels 

Q-  Are  vou  in  condition  to  build  any  vessels  at  League  Island  ? — A.  Not  at  present ;  we 
^Qld  not  build  anything  here  just  now,  because  we  have  no  foundations  in. 
,,?»•  Looking  to  the  necessary  preparation  before  you  could  undertake  building,  do  you 
^>nk  it  possible  that  you  could  make  use  of  any  timber  in  the  next  two  or  three  years  ? — 
^'  Not  any,  except  in  the  way  of  repairs. 

ttr  k  A^^P''°f?  ^^**  **  *  ^^^^'  ^^6o  t^®  quantity  of  locust  that  you\\Ave  \h  m  e'x.efe*^  ol  vcv^ 
fobable  want  on  the  part  of  the  Goverauiea*,  is  it  not  f— \.  No  ;  1  do   not  vVyuVl  *o.  \^  ^ 
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do  not  know  how  many  vessels  may  come  here  that  will  want  repairing,  and,  probably,  that 
may  use  it  all  up.    There  is  not  such  a  large  amount  of  locust  on  hand. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuse  or  fraud  in  the  manafi;ement  of  the  navy -yard  prior  to  itft 
removal  from  Philadelphia,  or  at  League  Island  since  it  has  been  established  here  T — A  I 
do  not ;  you  might  in  one  sense  of  the  word  construe  fraud  in  the  way  men  are  put  in  the 
yard. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?— A.  Men  are  put  in  the  yard  through  politrcians.  I  think. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  the  fact  that  men  have  been  put  in  the  yard  wno  have  been  directed 
to  be  rated  as  skilled  mechanics  when  they  were  not  such  in  point  of  fact  f — A«  We  have 
had  some  such  men  as  that. 

Q.  By  whose  order  was  that  done  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Speaking  within  the  last  three  months,  have  you  not  had  upon  this  yard  a  number  of 
inspectors  of  timber,  saw-mills,  iron,  and  various  other  things  for  whose  employment  there 
was  no  necessity  7 — A.  There  are  such  parties. 

Q.  Of  what  use  are  they  to  the  Government  ? — A.  The  inspector  of  the  iron  takes  charge 
and  looks  after  the  iron ;  that  is  about  all  the  use  he  it*. 

Q.  Have  you  not  an  inspector  of  saw-mills  borne  upon  the  rolls  here  ? — A.  We  had. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  saw* mill  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  he  discharged  ? — A.  I  think  last  month. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  duty  did  he  do  ? — A.  He  did  general  duty  around  the  yard  ;  almo^  anything  at 
all  that  came  to  hand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  gentlemen  receiving  inspector's  pay  who  did  duty  about  the 
yard  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  at  inspector's  pay.  There  were  only  two  that  I  know  of, 
one  the  saw-mill  inspector  and  one  the  inspector  of  iron. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Have  you  not  an  assistant  inspector  of  iron  here  t — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Could  not  one  inspector  of  lumber  or  timber  take  an  assistant  from  each  yard  in  the 
United  States  which  he  was  called  upon  to  inspect,  and  inspect  all  the  timber  the  United 
States  requires  to  be  inspected  at  the  various  yards ;  going  from  yard  to  yard  ? — A.  I  do  noV 
think  he  could. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  connected  with  the  yard,  how  many  inspectors  of  timber,  lumb^"*' 
saw-mills,  iron,  &c.,  have  been  employed? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  U-^ 
been  one  assistant  timber-inspector,  and  I  would  not  be  positive,  but  I  think  he  has  a  lab^^'^' 
ing  man  detailed  with  him.    There  has  been,  also,  one  inspector  of  iron,  and  one  inspecA^^'^ 
of  saw-mills.  ^ 

Q.  You  are  speaking,  now,  only  of  the  construction  department  in  designating  th^^^ 
parties? — A.  Yes,  sir.  ^  ^  .     ,  ,  ^  .  ,  -mr  „ 


Q.  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  the  muster  of  men  who  did  not  perform  any  labor  at  t 
yard  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  other  words,  men  whose  names  were  borne  on  the  pay-rolls  who  actually  did 
duty  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  make  all  the  men  who  come  under  me  do  duty. 

Q.  Who  was  the  timber-inspector  who  went  up  into  the  State  of  Delaware  inspectit:^-^ 
ships'  knees  ? — A.  I  understood  Mr.  Keen  weut.  . 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  his  name  was  borne  on  the  pay-roll  during  that  period  of  tim^^ 
— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  time  that  was  T — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  would  be  the  duty  of  a  saw-mill-inspector ;  have  you  had  a  saw-mill  7 — A.  Th.^*^ 
is  not  the  term.     It  is  **  in  charge  of  saw-mill." 

Q.  Is  it  not  **  inspector  in  charge  of  saw-mill  ?  " — A.  There  is  no  "  inspector  "  about  i"*^   "^ 
it  is  simply  "  in  charge  of  saw-mill ;  "  that  is  the  rate  at  which  he  was  rated. 

Q.  Were  there   two   men,   one  inspector  of  timber  and  one  of  saw-mills  ? — A.  TB-*^ 
** inspector  of  timber  *'  is  one  person  and  the  person  **  in  charge  of  saw-mill  "  is  another. 

Q.  There  is  an  inspector  ot  timber,  and  we  understand  his  duties.    Now  there  is  a  di^»-** 
also,  is  there  not,  *'  in  charge  of  saw-mills  7" — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  foreman  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  the  same  as  a  quarterman.  ^  , 

Q.  You  do  not  call  him  an  inspector? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  is  rated  •*  in  charge  of  saw-milL  — 

Q.  What  pay  does  he  get  7 — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Then,  whether  the  word  **  inspector"  is  used  or  not,  he  is  the  man  having  charge  of  i 
sawing  work  in  the  saw-mill  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  regulate  what  the  sawyers  should  s^ 
aadaee  that  the  timber  was  sawe^  ptopeiVy.     **ft>3k^^n\itfeudent  of  saw-mills  "  would  be   ^ 
mcBt  proper  term. 
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Q.  You  bare  each  a  man  here  but  have  no  saw-miU  ?— A.  There  is  no  saw-mill  here. 

Q.  For  what  pnrpose  is  that  man  used  f — A.  I  have  been  using  him  around  to  help  put 
things  in  order  and  stow  thinp^  away. 

Q.  Upon  such  dutjr  as  jon  could  use  any  intelligent  man  for  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  could  hire  just  as  good  men  for  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  could  you  not  ? — A.  Yes, 
air:  that  is,  to  do  the  same  work  that  he  is  doing  at  present. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Clement  Keen  1 — A.  He  is  timber-inspector. 

Bj  Mr.  Bi;rl£IGH  : 

Q.  What  are  the  duties  of  inspector  of  iron  ? — A.  To  take  charge  of  the  iron,  see  that 

it  IB  properly  stowed,  and  issue  it  as  it  is  required. 

Q.  Is  he  what  you  would  call  an  iron-store  clerk  f — A.  Yes,  sir :  something  of  that  style ; 
if  anybody  comes  for  iron  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  none  is  taken  without  proper  authority, 
uid  to  see  that  a  proper  account  is  kept. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  in  that  store-house  except  iron  f — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is,  there  was  noth- 
ing but  iron  in  it  when  it  was  situated  at  the  old  yard. 

Q-  'When  the  iron  was  being  removed  should  he  not  have  attended  to  the  removal  of  itt — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  there. 

Q.   Did  he  attend  to  the  removal  of  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  Is  that  same  man  in  the  yard  on  duty  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir ;  his  name  is  Middleton. 

Q*   la  all  the  iron  which  you  have  in  the  yard  what  this  committee  saw  in  the  storehouse  7 
—A.  No,  sir  i  it  is  placed  around  in  sheds  so  as  to  be  sheltered  over. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  you  have  used  any  iron  here  f — A.  We  are  using  iron  now  upon 
the  old  Constitution. 

Q.  Where  is  she  being  repaired  ? — A.  At  Wood  &  Dialogue's. 

Q.  How  often  do  you  get  any  iron  for  her  7 — A.  I  have  sent  up  some  once,  I  know,  on  the 
Burlington. 

Q«  Is  that  all  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Q*  Is  that  all  the  duty  this  man  has  performed,  looking  after  the  amount  of  iron  the  Bur- 
Bngton  has  carried,  since  he  has  been  on  the  island  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  is  detailed  sorting  the 
iron  out  and  putting  it  in  the  racks. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q*  State  whether  the  iron  was  not  all  sorted  and  sized  and  placed  by  itself  in  the  old  store- 
house.—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  I  notice  that  it  is  thrown  around  in  all  ways  here  7 — A.  We  had  no  place  at  all  when 
^e  moved  down  here  to  put  that  iron. 

Q.  Could  you  not  have  brought  the  separate  sizes  a  little  more  by  themselves  so  as  to  have 
li^d them  laid  on  the  ground  according  to  their  size? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  might  have  been  done. 

Q*  It  has  not  been  done  to  a  very  large  extent.  You  have  all  the  small  iron  thrown  to- 
^JJ^w  promiscuously,  have  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Q*  Conld  not  that  have  been  prevented  by  good  management  T — A.  Not  the  way  it  was 
"^iidled ;  they  had  so  many  men  here  handling  things  that  it  gave  you  no  chance. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q- Have  you  a  foreman  blacksmith  in  the  yard  7— A.  No,  sir.    I  think  he  is  sick  ;  he  has 
(Tk     ^  here  for  some  time. 
^-  Is  he  on  the  pay-roll  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

^-  Row  long  has  be  been  sick  f — A.  I  think  probably  a  couple  of  months. 
^'  He  was  not  discharged  before  he  was  taken  sick,  was  he  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
x-  Is  not  the  blacksmith  really  the  inspector  of  the  iron  in  regard  to  quality  7 — A.  He- 
••^  inspects. 
J«-  And  the  iron  is  particularly  under  his  charge,  is  it  not?— -A.  Yes,  sir;  to  a  certain 

g*  Does  the  foreman  blacksmith  have  a  clerk  7 — A.  He  has  a  writer,  or  had. 
J  Vi-  The  salary  of  writers  is  ^900  a  year,  is  it  notf — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you. 

^  Dot  posted  in  regard  to  the  rates. 

x«  Comd'not  the  blacksmith,  being  the  judge  of  the  iron  as  to  its  quality,  easily  and  bet- 
^  attend,  with  the  assistance  of  his  clerk,  to  the  delivery  of  that  iron  than  any  one  else  ? — 

Yes,  sir;  as  a  general  thing,  the  blacksmith  goes  and  gets  it. 
rnir'  ^^  *^  ^*  under  his  charge  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  to  a  certain  extent.    The  iron-store  was 
'^°57«nient  to  the  blacksmith-shop. 

old  *  ^**  ^^®  inspector  of  iron  on  the  yard  during  working-hours  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  up  at  the- 
"*^yard  be  was. 
Y^'  ^**  ^^®  inspector  of  the  saw-mill  at  the  saw-mill  all  the  time  it  was  running  7 — A. 

men'  -^^  ^*'  *^®  foreman  to  carry  on  the  work,  was  he  not  7 — A.  He  merely  regulated  the^ 
^  in  the  mill  in  the  sawing  of  logs. 

g*  Did  he  not  have  a  foreman  sawyer? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowled^^e. 
"•  Did  the  foreman  or  inspector  in  charge  of  saw-mills  have  a  clerk  or  wtiI^t  1 — k.  '^^o^^vt* 
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By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  yon  drove  Mr.  Reynolds  from  taking  iron  ?— A.  I 
Avould  not  let  liim  take  it  until  I  received  orders  from  Mr.  Hartt 

Q.  Was  it  such  iron  as  yon  would  consider  suitable  for  construction  ? — A.  A  great  deal  of 
it  was  not.    It  was  a  scrap-heap ;  it  was  old  scrap-iron  thrown  out. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  made  you  have  any  doubts  about  that? — A.  Because  I  did  not. know  whether  it 
was  justifiable. 

Q.  Did  Reynolds  not  take  iron  that  was  suitable  for  construction  department  from  the 
old  yard  7 — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  removed  all  that  he  took  by  day  ? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  he  move  none  by  night  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  from  the  store-house  to  the  barges  ?— A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  was 
there  every  night.    Every  night  the  men  worked,  I  was  there  myself. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  he  moved  any  iron  from  the  store-shed  down  to  tho  wharf !— A. 
He  did  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have,  at  the  old  yard,  a  man  in  charge  of  your  iron-store,  aside  from  the 
inspector  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  but  the  one  man. 

Q.  Was  this  inspector  that  you  speak  of  in  charge  of  the  iron-store  there  to  open  it  sod 
shut  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  have  an  assistant  at  the  old  yard  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Has  not  the  Burlington  had  a  captain  and  all  of  her  crew  ever  since  she  has  been 
•chartered  by  the  Government? — A.  No,  sir;  not  all  the  time. 

Q.  Have  they  not  been  paid  by  the  Government  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  while  they  were  on  duty. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  time  have  they  not  been  on  duty  T — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  accurately 
the  number  of  days,  but  they  have  been  off  and  on.  I  do  not  know  when  the  first  saspen- 
«ion  occurred,  but  they  only  came  on  here  lately  to  take  this  material  up  to  the  Constitntion. 

Q.  Have  not  the  captain,  fireman,  cook,  and  engineer  been  connected  with  her  all  the 
time  ? — A.  The  engineer  and  fireman  have  been  connected  with  her  principally  all  the  time. 

Q.  Has  not  the  Grovernment  furnished  watchmen  to  take  charge  of  her  at  the  wharf  all 
the  time  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  We  had  ship-keepers  on  her.  I  think  there  have  been  three  of  them 
on  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  steam-engineering  department  has  an  iron  inspector  or  ntt^ 
— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  had  in  the  old  yard  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  that  the  captain  and  others  of  the  crew  of  the  Burlington  were  taken  off  and 
then  put  on  again  to  move  that  material  up  to  tho  Constitution  7 — A.  They  were  all  taken 
off,  and  then  we  received  orders  to  deliver  the  material  to  the  Constitution.  We  coramence<i 
to  load  the  Burlington  on  the  31st  of  March. 

Q.  Yon  took  one  load  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Since  that  time  have  these  people  been  on  full  pay  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  And  done  no  work  ?— A.  O,  yes.    They  have  been  helping  to  load  the  boat,  and  getting 
the  material  out.  ^ 

Q.  Has  the  boat  made  a  trip  since  that  time  7— A.  No,  sir.     They  are  loading  her  no**"* 
at  least  they  were  loading  her  yesterday. 

Q.  Does  the  captain  of  the  boat  help  load  her  ?— A.  He  superintends  his  men — the  fireio^  ' 
<lecK-hands,  <&c. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  order  was  to  take  such  iron  as  you  did  not  want 
immediate  use  in  your  department? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  the  order  read  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  that?— A.  Mr.  Hartt.  •  ^    ^^j 

Q.  Did  he  give  the  order  that  you  were  to  deliver  to  Reynolds  all  that  was  not  wante«3. 

immediate  use  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  all  that  he  did  about  it,  was  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  who  judged  what  was  wanted  for  immediate  use? — A.  I  do  not  know.  j^^e. 

Q.  They  were  taking  large  quantities  of  iron,  were  they  not  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowl&^^^j 
Q.  Did  they  not  take  new  iron— flat,  bar,  round,  and  half  round,  and  angle-iron  7— A-      -^ 

to  my  knowledge. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  If  they  did,  how  can  you  account  for  its  getting  away  from  the  yard  without  ^:y 
knowing  it? — A.  They  did  not.     I  do  not  think  they  got  any  round  bar-iron  or  angle- a  «^ 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Have  you  be^n  in  the  8\ied  al  Q.\\«>wi.ftVt<i«X.  y»\iaxlX— k,  ^Q,«vt, 
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By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  ijot  know  that  during  the  nijrhts  they  were  movine,  iron  teams  were  loading 
from  the  same  shed  or  pile,  both  lor  the  barge  to  League  Island  and  the  bar ;e  to  Qiieeu- 
street  warehouse f — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  was  there  every  night.  I  do  not  see  how  it  was 
possible  for  Reynolds  to  get  it  away. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Looking  to  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  material,  stores,  &,c.,  belonging  to  the 
construction  department  were  dumped  on  the  wharves  at  League  Island,  would  you  say 
that  proper  care  and  diligence  had  been  used  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  charged  with  the 
duty  of  delivering  it  here  ? — A.  When  we  moved  the  yard  you  mnst  recollect  that.we  had  no 
buildings  except  the  iron-plating  shop,  which  was  not  finished  at  that  time  ;  and  we  could 
not  stow  the  goods  in  it.     We  could  not  better  ourselves. 

Q.  You  had  to  throw  your  goods  upon  the  ground  in  disorder  and  confusion,  did  you  not  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  mix  and  mingle  them  all  together  hap-hazird.  Was  that  the  best  that  could  be 
clone  ? — A.  We  endeavored  to  keep  the  material  apart  as  much  as  possible. 

Q.  Looking  at  it  even  at  this  day  is  it  kept  much  apart  i — A.  We  have  no  facilities  to  do 
otherwise  at  present. 

Q.  How  long  will  it  take  you  to  lay  it  together  in  shape  in  a  pile?— A.  It  might  take  us 
three  or  four  weeks  to  get  one  of  the  piles  out  and  find  all  the  different  parts. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Has  the  inspector  of  iron  had  any  man  detailed  to  help  him  look  after  it  since  it  has 
been  moved  down  here  ? — A.  We  have  had  the  laboring  men  gathering  it  up  aud  sorting  it. 

Q.  Do  you  refer  to  the  amount  which  we  have  seen  in  the  racks  in  your  store-house  as 
baving  been  sorted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  tons  do  vou  think  there  are  there  ? — A.  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  Are  there  fifty  tons  f — A.  I  should  judge  that  there  were. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Is  there  ten  tons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  is. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  many  men  have  been  detailed  to  help  this  man  in  that  work  ? — A.  He  has  had 
foar  men,  but  not  for  the  whole  time.  I  suppose  those  four  men  have  been  working  there 
fiom  five  to  six  weeks. 

Q.  And  they  have  arranged  and  taken  out,  you  say,  about  fifty  tons? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
should  judge  the  amount  was  one  in  that  neighbrhood. 


Philadelphia,  Aprii  19,  1876. 
Randolph  Wood  sworn  and  examined! 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wood,  Dialogue  &  Co.  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  State  to  what  extent  you  have  made  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  aud  for  what 
purposes. — A.  We  have  not  done  very  much  ;  we  had  some  contracts  for  boilers,  §nd  at  the 
present  time  we  have  one  contract  for  refitting  the  Constitution ;  those  are  the  only  con- 
tracts we  have  had. 

Q.  Had  you  a  contract  for  repairing  the  Mayflower  ? — A.  That  was  hardly  a  contract ; 
the  boat  was  sent  there  to  have  her  boilers  put  in  ;  we  built  the  boilers,  and  she  was  then  sent 
over  to  have  them  put  in. 

Q.  Was  it  your  firm  that  leased  the  Burlington  T — A.  We  were  connected  with  the  Bur- 
lington; she  was  owned  by  a  company  which  the  firm  controlled. 

Q.  You  bought  a  dry-dock,  did  you  not,  or  something  of  that  kind  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that 
was  before  I  took  any  active  interest  in  the  firm. 

Q.  How  much  was  given  for  that  dock,  or  agreed  to  be  given  ? — A.  I  cannot  give  you  the 
«xact  figures  ;  it  was  something  over  $30,000,  I  think. 

.  Q-  Was  it  |:35,400  f — A.  I  think  that  was  the  sum  ;  that  was  done  before  I  took  any  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  firm  ;  my  brother-in-law,  John,  was  the  manager  of  the  firm  then. 

Q'  Has  your  firm  ever  paid  for  that  dock  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  we  have  finally  paid  for 
It;  there  is  something  still  due  the  Government  on  account  of  it,  I  believe.  I  think  there 
wS»,000or  $10,000  still  due. 

.  Q"  Is  the  monthly  rent  of  the  Burlington  passing  to  your  credit  on  that  account  ? — A.  No, 
*»'■;  it  is  not. 

Q-  No  part  of  it?— A.  No,  sir. 
it  h     ^^^  ^^"g'  since  was  the  purchase  of  the  dock  made? — A.  I  caii  otA'v  «k.\i^vi«t  ^oAX^Cti^\. 
"M  been  over  two  years,  bat  the  exact  time  I  cannot  say. 
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By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  drove  Mr.  Roynol ' 
•would  not  let  him  take  it  until  I  received  orders  from  Mr.  Har*    , 

Q.  Was  it  such  iron  as  you  would  consider  suitable  for  co' 
it  was  not.    It  was  a  scrap-heap ;  it  was  old  scrap-iron  tb' 


.nothing  more  than 

t  it  has  been  p&id ;  we 

.t  in  shape. 

i  do  not  know  bow  that 

suppose,  at  the  time, but 


AS  (I  have  said,  I  am  really  not 
ecified  at  the  time,  I  suppose  was 

che  payment  of  that  debt  ?— A.  I  sup- 

but, 


By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  made  you  have  any  doubts  about  thatf- 
was  justifiable. 

Q.  Did  Reynolds  not  take  iron  that  was  sui^ 
old  yard? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  remov 

Q.  Did  he  move  none  by  night  T — A.  No 

Q.  Not  from  the  store-house  to  the  bar'  *^     v      v  a-      t     k    v«- -:.. 

-ii,  «„  «:«i,f     v«^<.^  *.:»Vif  fk<.  .^r  dtter  has  been  peudmg  ? — A.  Yes,  sir 

there  every  night.    Every  nignt  the  mr  ,     ^        f  & 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  he  move"  ..  P*^*    uii  r      u  •      •      «» •«  «.«c-.nf 

He  did  not  to  my  knowledge.  ^  tha/that  '  '' 

•   ^'  ?irV''rN?T:  Vin  n""^     ^,  ^ilTbe  ?-A.*l' should  think,  including  everything,  as 
"rwL^ThtsinsVcto;  bar   > -gio^rs,  it  will  be  about  double  thatfor  say  $10,000. 
,  ^  .   ,      .    Y«fi  air  y  J/oer-work  as  well  as  boiler-work. 

n!  rfc-7Cl  iT-,;!  ««  .-;        >^eemeut,  in  writing,  of  the  department  with  your  firm  inre- 
^'  Wa«  «.♦  r«  «n^        Pj,ito  be  done  upon  the  Mayflower  T— A.  Nothing  more  than 
^!^:*  ^K^  fVl  n^Cr        -Ji^Vre  instructed  to  have  the  boilers  put  in  so  that  she  could  pro- 
chartered  by  tfte  uovr     .^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  we  came  to  do  that  we  found 

o    Whltnarto^     v<>j6i  beams  that  were  in  her;  there  are  five  or  six  of  that  class  of 
41,  vir  \ff  -     •■'^y'u'it  «ome  two  or  three  places  ;  they  are  not  of  the  same  depth  of  hold  V 

ine  numoer  01  >, JV  ^  from  the  drawings  they  had  in  the  department,  and  when  they 
**^0  ^°  ,  *  H^  w'fl*^  not  the  same  depth  of  hold  that  was  mentioned  in  the  department. 
..  ^'if_^^  '^'^kgi'^'^itig  out  the  wooden  beams  and  putting  in  iron  beams  in  order  to  allovr 
'     tune  I     A.      >;>p^JJjer  the  beams  ;  that  is  one  item  which  is  going  to  make  the  bill  some- 


id?! 
nri 


th    t*  yi^^'%'^{ihe  boilers  had  fitted  as  they  ought  to  have  been  fitted ;   all  we  have  »» 

toe  time      ^'J^t^ty  is  to  proceed  to  put  the  boilers  in ;  there  was  an  order  given,  I  belief*' 

ri  ^^       v'v^i!^«'<>rk  to  Commander  Howitson^s  ideas  as  to  the  way  in  which  he  wanted 


on 


—A. 
C 


J/ffKJjop  for  the  cadet  engineering  service, 
"^^^!^son\y  under  such  general  instructions  that  you  have  been  going  forward  bX^* 


/^/i^ 'repairs  upon  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  way  it  has  been  done.  ^ 

&^^^tfr  writing  has  been  made  in  relation  to  itf — A.  No, sir;  none  that  I  think  ^^ 

(J. '  • 

,f,  ,  jj  gave  no  security  for  the  faithful  and  due  performance  of  that  work,  did  you  1^^' 

stated  that  you  had  a  contract  to  repair  the  ConUitution';   that  is  do*** 


>v.^j;^flhave  ^  . 

^'f3iDg  to  specifications,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  done  according  to  specificatioi^** 

t^  j)iayou  enter  into  any  contract  in  regard  tb  that,  and  give  bond  and  security? — --^" 

,  glr;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  security  given  ;  in  fact,  I  am  positive  of  that.  ^^ 

^\  ^ow  is  it  in  regard  to  your  contract  about  the  boilers  t — A.  There  is  no  security  th^/^ 

A^ri  it  is  not  a  usual  thing  to  give  security,  so  far  as  I  know.     We  ordinarily  never  do  *** 

^  Q.  ^our  contract,  as  I  understand  it,  for  the  making  of  the  boilers  was  the  first  one  y^^^ 

^f^^i  with  ^he  Navy  Department? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q,  State  whether  you  had  been  an  applicant  for  contracts  to  the  Navy  Department,  or  ^ 
bidder  at  any  of  their  lettings  for  such  contracts,  prior  to  that  time  t— A.  To  my  own  p^^ 
50ual  knowledge  we  never  were  a  bidder  before  for  the  Navy  Department  work ;  but,  f^^\ 
some  months,  I  had  spoken  to  the  Secretary  once  or  twice,  telling  him  that  I  had  interest^^ 
myself  in  these  works ;  that  they  were  large  works, and  if  he  had  any  work  to  g^ve  I  thougt>^ 
be  ought  to  give  us  some.  That  was  in  a  general  w^ay,  as  I  would  speak  to  anybody — as  ^ 
would  have  spoken  to  any  other  merchant. 

Q.  State  if  you  went  to  Judge  Stratton,  in  the  city  of  Camden,  and  told  him  that  J9'^ 
had  been  unsuccessful  in  your  applications,  and  proposed  to  secure  his  aid  and  influence  i<^ 
any  way? — A.  I  did  go  to  Judge  Stratton  ;  I  knew  that  he  knew  the  Secretary  very  inti^ 
mately,  and  he  knew  the  nature  of  our  works,  which  were  then  being  completed,  and  whicl' 
were  capable  of  doing  any  kind  of  marine  work.  I  told  him  that  I  had  not  time  to  be  goin^ 
to  Washington  looking  after  these  things ;  that  if  at  any  time  he  could  use  any  inflnence«> 
by  speaking  a  word  to  the  Secretary  or  to  anybody  for  me,  I  should  be  very  much  oblige<^ 
to  him.  I  think  he  did  see  Secretary  Robeson  once,  or  possibly  twice,  after  that,  in  relatioi' 
to  getting  us  some  work. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  indebted  to  him  for  his  influence  in  that  direction  ? — A.  I  never  did. 
Q.  Did  you  propose  to  him  that  you  would  compensate  him  for  anv  influence  that  he- 
might  exercise  ? — A.  That  is  a  pretty  straight  question.    I  did  say  to  nim   that  if  he  pu( 
liimself  oul  io  any  way,  or  was  out  m  ttaveUu^  expenses,  or  any^thing  of  that  kind,  that  % 
ivould  compensate  him  for  U. 
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>u  name  the  price  ? — A.  I  never  did. 

n  ever  paia  himT — A.  I  never  did ;  he  never  made  any  demand  on  me.    The 
'9  these  boilers  to  build,  and  he  never  said  anything  to  me  aboat  it  after- 

"^  von  to  make  that  proposition  to  him  7 — A.  I  suppose  from  the  feeling^ 

"^  man,  and  oug^ht  to  be  interested  in  keeping  Camden  people  employed, 

'^e  knew  the  Secretary  very  well  and  intimately.     We  have  always 

'V  were  very  strong  personal  friends.    I  cannot  think  of  any  other 

'bat  was  it.     It  was  very  natural,  at  all  events. 

»  'me  ihat  Judge  Stratton  was  distributing  money  for  political 

V,  No,  sir,  I  did  not ;  I  heard  about  that  after  the  election  was 

.  '♦^  '^'  jX  time. 

'  * '    '  ^  .ot  for  repairing  the  boilers  pending  an  election  7 — A.  I  am  only 

^  /' ^    ;.  at  I  think  there  was  an  election  shortly  after  that. 

>^      *  1  all  of  1874  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  must  have  been  October  or  Septem- 

v>t  state  to  Judge  Stratton  that  you  were  giving  employment  to  a  number  of 
uc  a  Government  contract  would  enable  you  to  employ  a  number  of  men  ? — A. 
.»  remember  anything  of  the  kind.     I  may  have  thrown  out  all  the  inducements  I 
^  as  a  man  who  wanted  work,  but  I  do  not  remember  saying  that. 
Q.  What  is  your  impression  about  it  7 — A.  I  should  say  no,  if  a  j^  or  no  reply  was  de- 
manded.    I  do  not  think  I  did,  although  I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  about  your  bills  upon  the  Mayflower  f — A.  I  cannot  say 
Ihat  I  have.  One  or  two  points  arose  on  the  first  part  of  the  bills.  The  engineer  in  charge 
said  that  he  wanted  the  labor  classed  in  two  ways — as  labor  aad  machinists — whereas  in 
making  them  up,  they  were  put  in  one  uniform  price.  There  was  also  another  question 
About  putting  tne  boilers  aboard,  as  to  whether  our  contract  called  for  them  delivered  on 
board,  or  whether  it  was  simply  delivered  alongside.  There  wore  also  one  or  two  little 
charges  in  the  bill  that  the  book-keeper  put  in  for  painting,  &c.,  and  as  soon  as  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  it,  I  had  it  crossed  off: 

Q.  I  understand,  then,  from  your  statement  that  yours  was  not  a  complete  proposition  to 
fiiraish  the  boilers  for  so  much  money. — A.  Our  proposition  was  to  buila  the  boilers  for  so 
much  a  pound.  The  putting  of  them  in  the  boat  was  a  separate  job  of  work.  We  very 
often  build  boilers  which  are  put  in  somewhere  else. 

Q.  How  do  I  understand  that  the  question  of  the  division  in  charging  the  value  of  the 
labor  of  your  employes  came  in  ? — A.  That  came  in  in  the  putting  of  them  in  and  making 
the  connection  with  the  engines.     That  was  after  the  boilers  were  accepted,  tested,  and  com- 
pleted.   Then  the  boat  came  to  have  them  put  in.    The  first  idea  was  that  they  would  send 
them  down  to  the  navy-yard  and  have  them  put  in  there. 

Q.  Has  your  bill  for  the  boilers  been  paid? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  for  the  boilers  them- 
selves. 

Q.  Have  you  recently  received  any  bill  approved  by  the  head  ot  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
strxiction  for  the  repairs  done  on  the  Mayflower  f — A.  Yes,  sir :  for  the  joiner-work. 

Q.  Are  your  bills  approved  to  date  f — Nb,  sir;  I  think  they  have  been  approved  up  to  the 
1st  of  April. 

Q.  Did  thev^not  fail  to  pass  muster  with  the  constructor — Mr.  Hichborn  ? — A.  I  do  not 
&o  understand  it. 

Q.  Did  be  not  propose  to  dock  your  bills  $1,000  or  $1,200? — A.  No,  sir.     I  do  not  under- 
stand that  he  did. 

Q.  Was  he  called  on  by  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  go  over  there  and  inspect  what  you  had 
done  and  determine  its  value  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  think  he  was.  We  never 
had  any  communication  like  that.  * 

Q.  Was  there  any  considerable  delay,  in  your  opinion,  in  the  payment  of  that  bill  last 
approved  t — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  should  have  expected.     The  trouble,  you  might  say, 
was  this,  \i  there  was  any:  Mr.  Hichborn  was  not  here  at  the  time  the  work  was  begun 
and  progressed  with.     He  has  only  been  here  in  charge  of  the  yard  for  a  couple  of  months. 
The  work  has  been  going  on  for  four  or.  five  months,'  or  perhaps  more  than  tnat — probably 
for  six  months.     We  never  had  any  final  plan  presented  to  us  in  the  case  of  the  Mayflower. 
Q*  There  could  not  have  been  very  much  of  a  plan,  could  there,  to  go  by  if  it  was  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  the  officer  who  was  to  be  in  charge  of  her? — A.  It  has  only  been 
within  the  last  month  that  Commander  Howitson  has  specified  what  he  wanted. 
Q*  During  that  period  of  time  Mr.  Hichborn  has  been  here  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  once  or  twice. 
Q>  In  case  of  a  contract  so  made,  the  Government,  to  protect  itself,  must  upon  inspection 
^  what  the  value  of  the  labor  is  that  has  been  done,  must  it  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  is  a  dif- 
"«ut  matter  to  get  at,  where  you  go  and  take  hold  of  work  that  you  have  not  had  under  your 
^7^  All  the  time.    I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  practical  machinist  or  ship-carpenter  myself,  al* 
«iough  my  partner,  Mr.  Dialogue,  is. 

,  ^vj*  ^*  ^^*  ^^  ^*^^  ^^^^  y^^  '^ft^®  ^^  *  difficulty  in  having  that  bill  ad^u«ied,  Wid  \>aaX\\. 
**  been  sent  back  here  once  or  twice  for  the  approval  of  Mr.  H\c\\\)otu,  y«\iO  ^eW^^  \.q  ^'^- 
th!7  ^''  ^^^  ultimateJjjp-oHr  hill  came  from  the  bureau  approved  1-—X.  lJlo,«.vt  •,  \.\i«A.  v^^^X. 
^*^  Jact  at  all,  according  to  my  knowledge. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  joQ  give  any  secarity  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  ?— A.  Nothing  more  than 
the  general  security  that  the  Government  has  in  the  shape  of  a  lien  until  it  has  l^en  paid  ;  we 
have  been  spending  a  great  deal  of  money  in  rebuilding  and  getting  it  in  shape. 

Q.  Did  yon  give  any  security  at  the  time  you  purchased  it  T — A.  I  do  not  Know  how  that 
was ;  there  was  a  payment  made  according  to  the  requirements,  I  suppose,  at  the  time,  but 
I  am  not  really  conversant  with  the  details  of  that  transaction. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  you  not  to  pay  for  it  within  thirty  days  ? — A.  As  (I  have  said,  I  am  really  not 
conversant  with  the  facts  ;  wLativer  might  have  been  specified  at  the  time,  I  suppose  was 
complied  with. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  asking  delay  after  delay  in  the  payment  of  that  debt  ? — A.  I  sup- 
pose that  has  been  done. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  over  two  years  that  the  matter  has  been  pending  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but, 
as  I  say,  it  was  done  before  I  took  any  active  part  in  the  firm. 

Q.  In  reference  to  the  Mayflower,  state  if  your  bill  for  her  repairs  is  not  in  excess  of 
$5,000  T—A.  It  will  be  considerably  more  than  that. 

Q.  What  amount  do  you  think  it  will  be  7 — A.  I  should  think,  including  everything,  as 
she  is  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  cadet  engineers,  it  will  be  about  double  that,  or  say  |10,000. 
That  includes  everything — the  joiner-work  as  well  as  boiler-work. 

Q.  Is  there  any  contract  or  agreement,  in  writing,  of  the  department  with  your  firm  in  r^ 
gard  to  the  extent  of  the  repairs  to  be  done  upon  the  Mayflower  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than 
that  when  she  was  sent  we  were  instructed  to  have  the  boilers  put  in  so  that  she  could  pro- 
ceed under  her  own  steam  to  any  of  the  navy-yards  ;  when  we  came  to  do  that  we  found 
that  we  had  to  take  out  the  beams  that  were  in  her;  there  are  five  or  six  of  that  class  of 
boats  ;  they  w^ere  built  at  some  two  or  three  places  ;  they  are  not  of  the  same  depth  of  hold ; 
those  boilers  were  designed  from  the  drawings  they  had  in  the  department,  and  when  they 
came  to  be  put  in,  she  nad  not  the  same  depth  of  hold  that  was  mentioned  in  the  department. 
That  necessitated  taking  out  the  wooden  beams  and  putting  in  iron  beams  in  order  to  allow 
getting  the  boilers  under  the  beams  ;  that  is  one  item  which  is  going  to  make  the  bill  some- 
what larger  than  if  the  boilers  had  fitted  as  they  ought  to  have  been  fitted ;   all  we  have  in 
the  way  of  authority  is  to  proceed  to  put  the  boilers  in ;  there  was  an  order  given,  I  believe, 
to  suit  the  joiner- work  to  Commander  Howitson's  ideas  as  to  the  way  in  which  he  wanted 
the  boat  fitted  up  for  the  cadet  engineering  service. 

Q.  And  it  is  only  under  such  general  instructions  that  you  have  been  going  forward  and 
making  the  repairs  upon  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  way  it  has  been  done. 

Q.  No  other  writing  has  been  made  in  relation  to  it? — A.  No, sir;  none  that  I  think  of 
now. 

Q.  You  gave  no  security  for  the  faithful  and  due  performance  of  that  work,  did  you  t— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  had  a  contract  to  repair  the  Constitution';  that  is  done 
according  to  specifications,  is  it  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  done  according  to  specifications. 

Q.  Did  you  enter  into  any  contract  in  regard  tb  that,  and  give  bond  and  security?— A. 
No.  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  security  given  ;  in  fact,  I  am  positive  of  that. 

Q.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  your  contract  about  the  boilers  ? — A.  There  is  no  security  there 
either ;  it  is  not  a  usual  thing  to  give  security,  so  far  as  I  know.     We  ordinarily  never  do  it 

Q.  Your  contract,  as  I  understand  it,  for  the  making  of  the  boilers  was  the  first  one  yoa 
had  with  the  Navy  Department? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  you  had  been  an  applicant  for  contracts  to  the  Navy  Department,  or  ft 
bidder  at  any  of  their  lettings  for  such  contracts,  prior  to  that  time  ? — A.  To  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  we  never  were  a  bidder  before  for  the  Navy  Department  work ;  but,  for 
some  months,  I  had  spoken  to  the  Secretary  once  or  twice,  telling  him  that  I  had  interested 
myself  in  these  works ;  that  they  were  large  works, and  if  he  had  any  work  to  give  I  thougbi 
he  ought  to  give  us  some.  That  was  in  a  general  way,  as  I  would  speak  to  anybody — as  I 
would  have  spoken  to  any  other  merchant. 

Q.  State  if  you  went  to  Judge  Stratton,  in  the  city  of  Camden,  and  told  him  that  yoi^ 
had  been  unsuccessful  in  your  applications,  and  proposed  to  secure  his  aid  and  influence  ip 
any  way  ? — A.  I  did  go  to  Judge  Stratton  ;  I  knew  that  he  knew  the  Secretary  very  inti- 
mately, and  he  knew  the  nature  of  our  works,  which  were  then  being  completed,  and  whid^ 
were  capable  of  doing  any  kind  of  marine  work.     I  told  him  that  I  had  not  time  to  be  goiix^ 
to  Washington  looking  after  these  things ;  that  if  at  any  time  he  could  use  any  inflnenc:^|^ 
by  speaking  a  word  to  the  Secretary  or  to  anybody  for  me,  I  should  be  very  much  oblig^s^ 
to  him.     I  think  he  did  see  Secretary  Robeson  once,  or  possibly  twice,  after  that,  in  relatio'^ 
to  getting  us  some  work. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  indebted  to  him  for  his  influence  in  that  direction  ? — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  propose  to  him  that  you  would  compensate  him  tor  any  influence  that 
might  exercise  ? — A.  That  is  a  pretty  straight  question.    I  did  say  to  him  that  if  he 
himself  oul  in  any  way,  or  was  o\il  \u  tTavelia^  expenses,  or  any^thing  of  that  kind,  tb  « 
would  compeDsate  h'lm  for  \t. 
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Q.  Did  you  name  the  price  ? — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  paia  him? — A.  I  never  did ;  he  never  made  any  demand  on  me.  The 
Secretary  frave  ns  these  boilers  to  build,  and  he  never  said  anything  to  me  about  it  after- 
ward, nor  I  to  him. 

Q.  What  induced  you  to  make  that  proposition  to  him  7 — A.  I  suppose  from  the  feeling 
that  he  was  a  Camden  man,  and  ought  to  be  interested  in  keeping  Camden  people  employed, 
and  from  the  fact  that  he  knew  the  Secretary  very  well  and  intimately.  We  have  always 
had  the  impression  that  they  were  very  strong  personal  friends.  I  cannot  think  of  anj  other 
reason  jost  now ;  I  sappose  that  was  it.     It  was  very  natural,  at  all  events. 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  ihat  Judge  Stratton  was  distributing  money  for  political 
purposes  for  the  Secretary  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not ;  I  heard  about  that  after  the  election  was 
over,  but  I  did  not  know  it  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  get  that  contract  for  repairing  the  boilers  pending  an  election  7 — A.  I  am  only 
speaking  ^om  memory,  but  I  think  there  was  an  election  shortly  after  that. 

Q.  Was  it  not  in  the  fall  of  1874  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  must  have  been  October  or  Septem- 
ber, I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  not  state  to  Judge  Stratton  that  you  were  giving  employment  to  a  number  of 
^«n,  and  that  a  Government  contract  would  enable  you  to  employ  a  number  of  men  ? — A. 
I  do  not  remember  anything  of  the  kind.  I  may  have  thrown  out  all  the  inducements  I 
^uld  as  a  man  who  wanted  work,  but  I  do  not  remember  saying  that. 

Q.  What  is  your  impression  about  it  7 — A.  I  should  say  no,  if  a  yes  or  no  reply  was  de- 
"^nded.    I  do  not  think  I  did,  although  I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  about  your  bills  upon  the  Mayflower? — A.  I  cannot  say 
^hat  I  have.  One  or  two  points  arose  on  the  first  part  of  the  bills.  The  engineer  in  charge 
^id  that  he  wanted  the  labor  classed  in  two  ways — as  labor  and  machinists — whereas  in 
"^^ing  them  up,  they  were  put  in  one  uniform  price.  There  was  also  another  question 
^boQt  putting  toe  boilers  aboard,  as  to  whether  our  contract  called  for  them  delivered  on 
'^'>aFd,  or  whether  it  was  simply  delivered  alongside.  There  wore  also  one  or  two  little 
^^arges  in  the  bill  that  the  book-keeper  put  in  for  painting,  &c.|  and  as  soon  as  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  it,  I  had  it  crossed  off; 

Q.  I  understand,  then,  from  your  statement  that  yours  was  not  a  complete  proposition  to 
^^^riish  the  boilers  for  so  much  money. — A.  Our  proposition  was  to  bulla  the  boilers  for  so 
^Uch  a  pound.  The  putting  of  them  in  the  boat  was  a  separate  job  of  work.  We  very 
^^ten  build  boilers  which  are  put  in  somewhere  else. 

Q*  How  do  I  understand  that  the  question  of  the  division  in  charging  the  value  of  the 
''^bor  of  your  employ^  came  in  ? — A.  That  came  in  in  the  putting  of  them  in  and  making 
^^e  connection  with  the  engines.    That  was  after  the  boilers  were  accepted,  tested,  and  com- 
pleted.   Then  the  boat  came  to  have  them  put  in.    The  first  idea  was  that  they  would  send 
'^em  down  to  the  navy-yard  and  have  them  put  in  there. 

Q.  Has  your  bill  for  the  boilers  been  paid  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  for  the  boilers  them- 
selves. 

Q.  Have  you  recently  received  any  bill  approved  by  the  head  ot  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction  for  the  repairs  done  on  the  Mayflower  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  for  the  joiner- work. 

Q.  Are  your  bills  approved  to  date t — Nb,  sir;  I  think  they  have  been  approved  up  to  the 
^«t  of  April. 

Q.  Did  they  not  fail  to  pass  muster  with  the  constructor — Mr.  Hichborn? — A.  I  do  not 
*^  understand  it. 

Q.  Did  he  not  propose  to  dock  your  bills  $1,000  or  $1,200  f— A.  No,  sir.     I  do  not  under- 
•^nd  that  he  did. 

^  Q.  Was  he  called  on  bj  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  f^o  over  there  and  inspect  what  you  had 
Y^'^e  and  determine  its  value  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  think  he  was.  We  never 
^^^d  any  communication  like  that.  * 

Q.  Was  there  any  considerable  delay,  in  your  opinion,  in  the  payment  of  that  bill  last 
approved  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  should  have  expected.     The  trouble,  you  might  say, 
"^^  this,  ;f  there  was  any :  Mr.  Hichborn  was  not  here  at  the  time  the  work  was  begun 
J^i^d  progressed  with.    He  has  only  been  here  in  charge  of  the  yard  for  a  couple  of  months. 
^be  worK  has  been  going  on  for  four  or.  five  months,*  or  perhaps  more  than  tnat — probably 
*^T  six  months.    We  never  had  any  final  plan  presented  to  us  in  the  case  of  the  Mayflower. 
Q.  There  could  not  have  been  very  much  of  a  plan,  could  there,  to  go  by  if  it  was  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  the  officer  who  was  to  be  in  charge  of  her  ? — ^A.  It  bas  only  been 
^^thin  the  last  month  that  Commander  Howitson  has  specified  what  he  wanted. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  Mr.  Hichborn  has  been  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  once  or  twice. 

^.  In  case  of  a  contract  so  made,  the  Government,  to  protect  itself,  must  upon  inspection 

^e  what  the  value  of  the  labor  is  that  has  been  done,  must  it  not  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  is  a  dif- 

«cult  matter  to  get  at,  where  you  go  and  take  hold  of  work  that  you  have  not  had  under  your 

^ye  all  the  time.    I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  practical  machinist  or  ship-carpenter  myself,  al* 

Miough  my  partner,  Mr.  Dialogue,  is. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  you  have  had  a  difficulty  in  having  thalViWad^uate^,  an^  W\^\.\\. 
tt»s  been  sent  back  here  once  or  twice  for  the  approval  of  Mr.  Hichborn,  vf\io  i«:\\^^  \.o  «.V" 
Pto?e  it,  and  nMimatelf  j-our  bill  came  from  the  bureau  approved  t—A.  "No^au  ;  l\i«A.  \^  ^oX. 
^ue  fact  at  all,  according  to  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  You  say  that  it  has  been  approved  up  to  the  Ist  of  April  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  got  themouey  upon  that  bill  ?~A.  We  have  got  vouchers ;  they  have  not  been 
paid  yet. 

Q.  Why  not  ? — A.  I  suppose  they  have  not  had  time.  They  were  presented  to  the  pay- 
master, and  he  sent  them  down  there.  Then,  when  the  money  is  remitted  to  the  paymaster, 
as  I  understand  the  agreement,  he  notifies  and  pays  us. 

Q,  Are  these  the  only  bills  of  the  Navy  Department  in  your  hands  which  are  approved 
and  unpaid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  no  bills  for  your  work  done  on  the  Constitution  unpaid  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  we 
have  never  presented  anv  bills  for  her  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  paid  any  fee  or  commission  to  any  one  in  connection  with  your  coo- 
tracts  or  agreements  with  the  Navy  Department,  or  any  of  its  agents  t — A.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Q  Have  you  ever  made  any  presents  to  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  in  any 
way? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  has  been  done  by  any  one  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  it 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  upon  that  subject  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  such  gifts  or  presents  have  been  made  to  any  member  of 
the  family  of  persons  connected  with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  When  was  the  Mayflower  brought  to  your  yard  t — A.  About  six  months  ago. 

By  Mr,  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  money  in  the  shape  of  rent  for  the  Burlington  from  the  GoY' 
ernment? — A.  We  have  received  five  months'  rent  for  her,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  a  month. 

Q.  Has  the  Government  made  any  arrangements  with  you  as  to  how  long  they  propote 
to  keep  her  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  agreed  to  pay  that  and  to  return  her  to  us  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  they  received  her. 

Q.  Has  she  not  been  lying  a  long  time  at  League  Island  this  winter  doing  nothing  f'-^ 
I  do  not  know  how  that  is.    They  can  tell  yon  better  down  there. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  to  be  the  case  ? — A.  I  forget  just  when  they  did  move  the  yard. 
She  has  not  had  a  great  deal  to  do  since  then. 

Q.  Is  she  doing  anything  excepting  carrying  timber  to  your  place  to  repair  the  Constito* 
tion  and  the  Mavflower? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  steamer  is  she? — A.  She  is  a  large  iron  steamer,  built  for  canying 
freight. 

Q,  Did  Constructor  Hichbom  aud  his  assistant  come  over  to  your  place  since  he  has  been 
stationed  at  your  yard,  to  make  a  survey  upon  what  work  you  have  done  on  the  Mayflower f 
— A.  To  my  own  personal  knowledge  they  nave  not. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  that  they  have  been  there  7 — ^A.  I  think  Mr.  Hichbom  told  me  that  be 
had. 

Q.  Has  he  been  there  more  than  once  for  that  purpose? — A.  I  have  seen  him  there  bat 
once.     He  was  not  there  for  that  purpose  as  far  I  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  has  been  over  there^twice  to  make  an  estimate,  by  order  of 
the  Department  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  amount  that  he  reported  to  the  Department  you  had  done  upon  tbat 
vessel  ? — A.  I  think  he  told  me,  although  I  do  not  recollect  the  amount.  It  was  something 
less  than  the  amount  of  our  bills,  and  I  think  nearly  $l,00i).  He  said  to  me  in  connection 
with  it,  *'  There  is  an  allowance  to  be  made  for  this  from  the  fact  that  you  have  had  nobody 
to  tell  you  just  what  you  had  to  do,  and  you  have  had  to  go  along  a  little  at  a  time  as 
you  could  g^t  your  information.  *' 

Q.  You  made  out  your  bill  and  sent  it  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sent  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  did  not  send  it  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  was  this  last  bill  ? — A.  It  embraced  all  up  to  the  time  I  named  and  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $,5,000. 

Q.  Was  not  that  $1,300  or  $1,400  more  than  he  made  the  estimate  as  to  the  work  which 
vou  had  done  on  the  Mayflower  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  there  was  less  than  $1,000  difference 
between  the  estimate  and  the  bill. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  make  the  contract  for  the  rent  of  the  Burlington  7 — A.  The  char- 
ter is  signed  by  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  I  do  not  know  anywhere  but  in  Washing- 
ton, at  his  office  there. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  the  Burlington  ? — A.  She  is  a  large  iron  side-wheel  steamer,  built  for  carryioSf 
freight. 

Q.  Was  she  built  for  private  or  public  use  ? — A.  She  was  buill  for  the  Camden  and  Am* 
boy  Railroad. 

Q.  Is  she  a  double-endet  ?— -A,  Yes,  she  is  a  splendid  big  boat  for  just  that  purpose. 

Q.  She  is  liOt  a  boat  that  t\ie  Oo\wnm<iti\.  c^^i  Qv«w^^/\^^\ift^ — A   No,  sir. 
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Q.  What  is  her  cost  7— A.  Sach  a  boat  as  that  would  cost  to  build  from  iOO^ 
70,000. 
Q.  Is  she  Dew  or  old  ? — A.  She  had  not  done  a  jear*s  mnning^  when  we  got  hold  ( 
Sbe  was  several  years  old,  but  I  mean  she  had  not  had  a  year's  use. 

Q.   What  is  her  market-value  7 — A.  If  anybody  wanted  her  right  b^  they  wouU 
^0,000  and  odd  dollars  for  her. 

Q.  And  if  you  wanted  to  sell  her  right  bad  you  would  sell  her  for  how  much  ?    ^ 
•vroald  she  bring  in  the  market  7 — A.  Without  any  use  for  her,  of  coufse,  she  would  brii 
low  price.    If  you  sold  her  simply  for  old  iron  she  would  not  bring  over  $J0, 000  or  $15, 
\y\xt  if  there  was  actual  use  for  such  a  boat  as  that,  anybody  would  pay  |50,000  for  her 
-vroald  be  glad  to  get  her  at  that  price. 

Q.  She  would  not  answer  for  a  pleasure-boat,  would  she  ? — A.  She  could  be  fitted  foi 
^bnt  she  is  made  for  one  large  freight  room  underneath.    I  suppose  she  would  make  i 
xnilea  an  hour  in  the  river  ;  sue  is  made  for  a  river  boat ;  she  would  not  do  to  run  outsi 
vrithout  some  alteration. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  much  is  your  contract  on  the  Constitution  7 —A.  About  $40,000,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  she  completed 7 — A.  No, sir;  we  have  done  but  very  little  on  her. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  anything  that  this  boat  which  you  have  leased  to  the  Gover 
ment  is  doing  except  to  take  that  timber  from  League  Island  to  your  place,  do  you  7 — A. 
do  not. 
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John  B.  Wood  affirmed  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  AprU  19,  1876. 


By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q'  Who  are  the  members  of  the  firm  of  Wood,  Dialogue  &  Co.  7 — A.  It  is  now  R.  Wo' 
^  Dialogue.     I  was  a  member  of  the  firm,  but  have  withdrawn, 

Q.  Up  to  what  time  were  you  a  member  f — A.  1  was  virtually  a  member,  I  suppose,  up 
FebniAiy  of  this  year.     I  never  would  take  naval  contracts.     When  the  work  got  dull  ai 
toey  said  they  would  have  to  take  them,  I  said  I  would  go  out.    I  got  out  in  February 
"»i8  year. 

Q>  Is  Mr.  Wood,  who  is  now  in  the  firm,  a  relation  of  yours  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  fi: 
^Usinand  a  brother-in-law.  ' 

^  Q-  Had  that  firm  any  naval  contracts  during  the  time  that  you  were  a  member  of  it  f — 
"^0,  sir.  They  had  some  small  work,  but  no  regular  naval  contracts,  because  I  never  wou 
^0  into  them.     They  did  a  little  work. 

Q-  When  did  they  first  get  a  considerable  contract  with  the  Navy  Department  T — A.  Th 
^^er  had  anything  of  any  account.    They  had  a  lot  of  boilers  once. 
.  Q  How  long  ago  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  about  November  a  year  ago.    That  was  when  Ri 
^o)ph  Wood  and  I  first  began  to  pull  apart. 

.    Q.  What  were  those  boilers  for  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.    I  never  would  have  anythii 
^  do  with  it  in  any  way,  form,  or  shape,  and  would  not  touch  the  thing. 
..  ^.  Why  not  f — A.  Because  I  was  a  Friend,  and  I  did  not  believe  in  making  money  out 
^^Q  Government  in  manufacturing  war  material,  and  would  not  fight  when  they  wanted 
^ht.     I  am  an  out-and-out  Quaker,  and  objected  to  it  on  that  account. 

Q.  And  on  that  account  wholly  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it 
Q.  Is  not  he  a  Friend,  also  7 — A.  No,  he  is  not. 

Q.  And  you  carried  your  religious  notions  into  your  business  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Y  Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  contracts  which  have  been  made  since  you  left  the  firm  7 — 
'^^  know  nothing  about  them.  I  know  Randolph  tried  to  g^t  the  work,  and  generally  got 
^^  a  mighty  low  figure.  Dialogue  was  a  democrat,  and  they  did  not  like  to  give  him  mu 
^ork,  and  between  Dialogue  being  a  democrat  and  I  being  a  Quaker,  we  did  mighty  lit 
^ork. 

Q.  Randolph  seems,  however,  to  have  got  naval  contracts  ? — A.  O,  he  has  nothing  of  a 
^^^count. 

.    Q.  What  has  he  got,  so  far  as  you  know  T— A.  He  got  those  boilers  and  put  them  ii 
^H>At.    That  does  not  amount  to  anything. 

Q.  Is  not  the  firm  repairing  some  vessels  for  the  United  States  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  i 
'^pidring  the  Constitution  ;  that  is,   since  I  left. 

Q.  Tnat  is  the  old  ship  Constitution  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  member  of  your  firm  has  offered  to  pay  any  person  co 
l^nsation  for  obtaining  contracts  for  them  f — A.  I  know  I  have  a  claim  in  the  Coast  Sun 
^uat  I  have  been  fighting  there  for  several  years,  which  possibly  I  might  get  through  i 
^ould  pay  anybody  anything,  but  I  never  would.     I  have  been  fighting  \t  {ox  &'^^  ot 
y^ars. 

Q.  I  mean  to  obtain  contracts  for  Wood,  Dialogue  &  Co.  7 — A.  No,  b\t. 
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By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Has  anybody  ever  offered  to  pass  that  da*!!!!  of  which  you  speak  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I 
have  permitted  Dialogue  to  do  work  tor  the  revenue  marine,  and  we  have  done  a  good  deal 
of  work  for  them,  mainly  because  our  bills  have  generally  been  a  good  deal  lower  than 
anybody  else. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  any  commissions  been  paid  by  your  firm  for  such  work  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  have  you  obtained  that  sort  of  work  ? — ^A.  It  has  been  all  done  by  the  lowest 
bidders. 

Q.  Have  yon  put  in  bids  ?— A.  Yes  ;  they  got  the  Constitution  by  being  the  lowest  bidder. 
The  trouble  is  that  they  work  too  low. 

Q.  Have  you  withdrawn  your  capital  from  the  firm  ? — A.  I  have  not  got  anything  to  do 
with  it  in  any  way,  shape,  or  form,  and  am  entirely  and  completely  out  of  the  firm  of  Wood 
&  Dialogue. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  with  them  as  a  partner  in  any  way  in  any  iron  business  f— A.  No, 
sir ;  nothing  at  all.  We  separated  teetotally,  divided  up,  and  quit.  But  if  yoa  are  going  to 
investigate,  I  can  save  you  a  good  deal  of  time  in  regard  to  the  revenue  marine.  I  know 
that  that  thing  is  managed  as  economically  and  as  well  as  anything  can  be  managed.  I 
know  they  bring  work  to  our  place  in  preterence. 

Q.  Who  controls  the  revenue  marine  f — A.  It  comes  in  under  the  Treasury  Department. 
We  have  done  a  good  deal  of  work  for  them,  but  it  has  always  been  by  bidding  low. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  7— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  your  firm  has  obtained  anything  through  him  f — ^A.  So  far  ai  I 
know,  they  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  received  any  pay  from  your  firm  for  services  rendered  f 
— A.  I  know  that  he  has  not.    In  my  day  he  did  not.    I  do  not  suppose  that  he  ever  has. 

Q.  Have)Wood  &,  Dialogue  had  material  in  the  shape  of  iron,  composition,  or  copper  from 
the  Government  ?-r-A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  you  will  find  anything  in  that  concern  bat 
what  is  as  straight  as  a  die. 


Philadelphia,  April  19,  1876. 
John  H.  Dialogue  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  R.  Wood  &,  Dialogue  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  since  that  firm  was  organized  1 — A.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  lc^6.  I 
think  it  was  in  February. 

Q.  What  is  the  business  of  the  firm  f — A.  Iron  ship-building  and  general  machine-work. 

Q.  Have  you  any  contracts  with  the  United  States  Government  1 — A.  We  have 

Q.  What  are  they  f — A.  We  have  a  contract  for  the  Constitution  of  about  $40,000. 

Q.  What  do  you  do  with  the  Constitution  ?— A.  We  simply  perform  the  labor  and  com- 
plete the  vessel. 

Q.  Wood  and  iron  T— A.  The  whole  job  with  the  exception  of  the  outfit,  sails,  and  rigging. 

Q.  Has  she  been  rebuilt  from  her  keel  up  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  she  a  new  vessel  f — A.  Nearly.     Some  of  the  old  frame  is  there,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Is  she  built  on  the  old  model  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  times  she  has  been  rebuilt  since  her  first  launching  7—A. 
That  I  could  not  tell  you.    A  good  many  times,  however. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  that  contract  ? — A.  We  obtained  that  by  sending  a  bid  to  the 
naval  constructor,  and  he  sent  it  to  Washington. 

Q.  Were  you  invited  to  make  a  bid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  by  letter. 

Q.  Were  other  parties  invited  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  nlany  ? — A.  That  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Where  were  the  bids  opened  f  ~  A.  I  handed  my  bid  to  Mr.  Hichbom  here  in  Ph"** 
delphia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  persons  bid  against  you  7 — A.  I  think  there  was  a  man  named 
McKav  who  bid  against  us,  although  I  would  not  be  positive  as  to  that. 

Q.  Was  it  Nat.  McKay  ?— A.  Yes,  I  think  so.  John  Linn,  I  think,  put  in  a  bid,  either 
in  his  own  name  or  somebody  else's.  He  was  making  an  estimate  on  the  ship.  Other  p^' 
ties  up  town  did  the  same  thing. 

Q.  You  got  it  on  the  lowest  bid  ?— A.  Our  bid  was  $20,000  below  any  one  else.  Ours  wj* 
about  $40,000,  and  the  next  lowest  was  about  $60,000.     The  bids  ran  up  as  high  as  tSO^OW- 

Q.  Is  the  vessel  nearly  completed  now  7— A.  No,  sir ;  we  are  working  at  her. 

Q.  Are  you  striving  to  finish  her  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  have  not  got  the  material.  Tbej 
furnish  the  material  and  we  simply  do  the  labor. 

Q.  What  material  do  you  needl— k.  liwmW  wA  ^s^^'jt.Vvln^  else. 
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Q.  Has  Bot  the  Goversment  ffot  pleDty  of  lumber  here? — A.  They  have  got  plenty  at 
Lea^ae  Island,  but  it  is  scattered  round  there,  and  everybody  is  discharged  there,  pretty 
loacn. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  or  promise  to  pay  any  consideration  for  that  contract  to  tiny  person  1 — A. 
No,  sir ;  never. 

Q.  What  other  contracts  have  you  ? — A.  We  have  no  other  contracts  at  all.  We  are  doing 
some  work  on  the  Mayflower,  but  it  is  all  by  day's  work,  simply  placing  boilers  in  her. 

Q.  Did  you  build  the  boilers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  contract,  or  by  day's  work  ? — ^A.  By  contract. 

Q.  How  much  was  toe  contract  f — A.  The  six  boilers  we  built  came  to  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $40,U00,  I  think. 

Q.  What  is  the  Ma\  flower  ? — A.  She  is  an  iron  tug,  built  to  attend  on  the  monitors. 

Q.  A  tug  to  go  with  the  monitor  fleet  ? — Yes,  sir ;  there  were  six  of  them  built  during  the 
war  or  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Q.  And  they  required  new  boilers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  the  first  time  she  has  ever  had 
new  boilers  since  she  was  rebuilt. 

Q.  And  you  are  doing  repairs  on  the  engine  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  general  repairs.  We  are  fit- 
ling  her  out  for  cadet  purposes. 

Q.  How  did  yon  obtain  that  contract  ? — A.  We  got  that  over  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Randolph 
Wood  got  that  contract  in  Washington.  He  was  there  and  telegraphed  to  me  for  a  price 
for  boilers,  and  before  I  could  get  an  answer  down  to  him  he  had  taken  the  contract  at  a 
price  fixed  by  himself. 

Q.  Sufficiently  high  to  cover  the  estimate  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  three  cents  a  pound  lower 
than  my  telegram,  and  it  was  an  unfortunate  occurrence  for  us.     We  got  through  with  it. 

Q.  Is  that  job  completed  ? — A.  The  boilers  were  completed  about  four  or  five  months  ago, 
probably. 

Q.  Are  they  on  board  ? — A.  Two  of  them  are  on  board. 

Q.  You  are  putting  them  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  pay  on  the  Constitution  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  cent. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  on  the  Mayflower  ? — We  have.  We  have  received  the  pay  for 
tbe  boilers,  but  on  the  work  of  putting  them  in  I  cannot  say  how  much  we  have  received 
or  whether  we  have  received  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  know  £.  G.  Cattell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  him  for  twenty  years. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  business  relations  with  him  7 — A.  I  have  never  had  a  cent's . 
-wrorth. 

Q.  Have  you  in  any  way  paid  him  money,  directly  or  indirectly,  on  account  of  any  con- 
txiM;t  which  you  have  had  with  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  commissions  7 — A.  No  commissions.  I  never  spoke  to  the  man  once  in  my 
life.    I  do  not  speak  to  him  on  the  street. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  any  officer  of  the  Government  or  Navy  Department  any  money  ?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  made  any  present,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  them  1 — A.  Never  a  present. 

By  Mr.  BURLEiGH  : 

Q.  Nor  any  sum  of  money  to  any  party  to  influence  contracts  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  we  have 
never  been  able  to  get  our  money  from  the  Government  for  what  work  W3  have  done  ;  that 
18,  from  the  Navy. 

Q.  Have  you  from  this  work  done  for  the  Treasury  Department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  never 
^dany  work  for  the  Navy  Department  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  "years  excepting  those 
boilers. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q>  How  long  have  you  been  in  your  present  business  7 — A.  I  have  been  conducting  the 
iron-ship  building  business  for  nearly  twenty-five  years  now.  It  will  be  twenty-five  years 
next  March. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  efforts  since  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  took  his  position 
*o  secure  any  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  t — A.  I  have  never  had  but  one  interview 
^i^  Mr.  Robeson  since  he  has  been  Secretary,  although  I  have  known  him  for  a  great  many 
years,  in  fact  ever  since  he  has  been  in  Camden. 

Q«  Have  you  or  your  firm  made  any  effort,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  get  any  contracts  7 — 
A.  Mr.  Wood  has  repeatedly  applied  to  him. 

Q*  Were  you  successful  in  any  way  7 — ^A.  This  which  I  have  described  to  you  is  about 
*"*  only  work  which  we  ever  got. 

^'  That  work,  as  I  have  understood  your  testimony,  consisting  in  first  the  building  of  the 
»^wn  and  second  the  repairing  of  the  Mayflower,  and  third  the  Constitution  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Is  that  all  you  have  had  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
^^-  Now  as  to  the  contract  for  making  the  boilers,  you  say  that  was  secured  through  Mr. 
Wood  ?_A.  Yes,  sir. 

y*  Row  was  the  repairing  of  the  Mayflower  secured? — A.  Thatwe^a  011X7  \^i^  twafc- 
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quence  of  the  boilers  being  at  our  premises.   Of  course  we  would  naturally  get  the  placing 
of  them  in  the  vessel. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of  any  contract,  understanding,  or  agreement  made  by  Mr.  Wood,  your 
partner,  with  Judg^  Stratton,  of  Camden  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  iboiit 
that 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  he  promised  to  pay  a  commission  to  Judffe  Stratton  to  use  hii 
influence  ? — ^A.  If  he  did  he  has  never  tpld  me.  I  could  not  say.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  what  my  partner  did.  All  I  can  safely  say  is  that  there  never  has  been  a  commis- 
sion paid,  or  else  I  would  certainly  have  seen  it  on  the  books. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  about  your  bills  for  the  repairing  of  the  Mayflower  ?— A. 
We  have  had  one  in  this  way:  The  Mayflower,  since  she  has  been  at  our  works,  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  constructors  and  engineers,  and  by  reason  of  the  changes 
of  them,  one  man  could  not  certify  to  what  another  man  had  done.  But  we  could  not  hare 
any  trouble  in  the  general  results,  because  we  keep  a  strict  record  and  even  keep  the  man's 
name  and  the  duty  that  he  has  perf  jrmed  on  board  of  a  boat  either  a  Government  boat  or  any 
other  snip,  so  that  we  can  always  refer  and  prove  by  the  man  himself  the  work  that  is  per- 
formed on  any  ship. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Hichbom  upon  jonr 
agreement  to  repair  the  Mayflower  has  been  that  you  were  entitled  to  a  good  deal  less  than 
you  were  claiming?— A.  I  think  that  he  did  say  it  was  $1,000  or  $2,000  less,  although  I 
would  not  be  sure  of  that.  But  1  do  not  attribute  that  to  anythiufl^  but  the  changing  io 
the  con8tructors,'because  a  boat  lying  at  our  place,  as  that  boat  has  been,  and  toe  work 
being  put  off  from  day  to  day,  and  cnauges  made  in  the  construction,  would  make  the  bill 
bigger  apparently  than  it  should  be,  but  the  whole  bill  is  less  than  $10,000  for  the  putting 
in  01  those  boilers. 

Q.  Have  you  not  obtained  your  bills  from  the  Department  at  Washington  approTed  ?— 
A.  I  think  there  is  one  of  them  approved ;  I  cannot  say  certainly  as  to  tne  other  one.  I 
did  not  go  down  to  see  about  that  at  all.  Mr.  Wood  attended  to  that  matter.  I  attend  to 
the  mechanical  department  and  do  not  look  after  the  flnancial  affairs  in  any  way.  Thej 
are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wood. 

Q.  Were  these  boilers  made  prior  to  the  dissolution  of  your  firm  of  John  B.  Wood  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  took  no  interest  in  it,  did  he  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
it.  He  is  an  orthodox  Quaker  and  has  been  opposed  to  the  Navy  work.  He  would  not 
receive  any  profit,  if  any  were  coming. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  much  more  does  the  heavy,  large,  plate-iron  for  armor-iron  cost  than  the  beam- 
iron  for  monitors  ? — A.  It  does  not  cost  as  mucn  by  the  pound.  You  can  get  plating  now 
for  about  two  to  three  cents  a  pound,  and  you  cannot  get  beams  for  less  than  3^  or 
4  cents. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  manufacturing  of  beam-iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  manufacturing  of  bridge-iron  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  b>^ 
been  in  the  iron  business  for  upward  of  thirty  years. 

Q.  Which  is  the  most  valuable  for  monitors,  bridge  or  beam  iron  7 — A.  I  should  prefer 
the  beam-iron  for  monitors. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  ships'  frames  or  ship- work  ? — A.  We  are  constantly  en- 
gaged in  that  business  on  iron  vessels. 

Q.  What  should  ^ou  say  of  a  contract  two  years  ago  to  return  one  pound  of  new  beam- 
iron  for  a  monitor,  or  iron  suitable  to  build  a  monitor,  in  exchange  of^three  pounds  of  iron 
such  as  monitors  are  made  of,  such  iron  being  what  is  technically  called  monitor  scrap  ?-* 
A.  Monitor-scrap  at  that  time  was  worth  about  $32  to  $35  a  ton;  beam-iron  was  worth 
about  5  cents  a  pound,  net.     It  would  waste  in  re-rolling  more  than  the  gross. 

Q.  That  is  240  pounds  on  2,000  pounds  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  at  that  time  a  combination  among  beam-iron  makers  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  or  not  make  large  profits  ?~A.  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  Would  you  consider  it  a  good  trade  for  the  Oovernment  or  for  the  contractor  to  gi^ 
three  pounds  of  old  iron,  and  to  receive  one  pound  of  new  iron  of  such  character  as  I  ba^* 
indicated  in  my  previous  question  f — A.  That  would  be  a  fair  exchange. 

Q.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  combination  prices.  I  mean  outside  of  the  combination  f-'A  1^ 
would  be  better  for  the  contractor  than  it  would  be  for  the  Ck>vemment,  because  the  Tp\^ 
are  only  worth  3^  cents  at  the  outside,  net.  Frame  was  worth  about  3^  then.  The  beams 
were  then  worth  about  five. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  vessel  do  the  beams  amount  to  in  comparison  with  the  fram^' 
the  ceiling,  the  armor,  and  all  the  other  work  7 — ^A.  The  frame  would  weigh  a  little  leu  thao 
one-half  of  the  whole  vessel. , 

Q.  How  much  would  the  armor  weigh  ?— A.  That  would  be  an  additional  matter.  1^ 
depends  on  the  class  of  vessels.  The  armor  on  the  light-draughts  is  only  3  inches,  and  on  the 
aea-going  vessels  it  is  7  or  8  inches,  I  think.  . 

Q.  Say  5  inches ;  wbal  ptopoxWoii  oi  \>aft  >w\i»\^  "?i«v^h.t  would  that  be  ?— A  I  titom 
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suppose  it ^ould  be  like  dividing^  it  into  three  parts;  the  frame  being  about  one-third,  the 
plating  another  third,  and  the  armor  another  third. 

Q.  Where  do  your  beams  come  in  ? — A.  Thev  would  be  a  part  of  the  frame.  The  beams 
are  riveted  to  the  frame.     The  beams  are  a  small  percentage  of  the  frame. 

Q.  To  recapitulate,  what  are  the  proportions  of  iron  entering  into  the  building  of  a  moni- 
tor T  and  in  answering  t^at  question,  state  the  value  two  years  ago  of  each  of  those  propor- 
tions.— A.  The  beams  would  be  10  per  cent.  They  were  then  5^  cents  a  pound.  The 
plate-iron  60  per  cent.,  at  3^  cents  per  pound  ;  frame  25  per  cent.,  at  3^  cents  per  pound; 
forfi^ed  iron  5  per  cent.,  from  5  to  25  cents  per  pound. 

Q.  Receiving  thrne  pounds  of  monitor  scrap-iron,  sucKas  comes  out  of  the  old  moni- 
tors, for  one  pound  of  iron  forged  as  above,  would  it  not  be  a  good  trade  for  contractor  ? — 
A.  It  would  be  a  good  trade  provided  he  had  a  monitor  torn  up. 

Q.  I  mean  if  he  had  three  pounds  of  iron  in  scrap  delivered  to  him  in  the  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia f — A.  I  should  think  it  would  be  best  for  the  contractor. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  profit  on  a  trade  of  that  kind  ? — A.  A  half  a  cent  a  pound. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  large  profit  7 — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  very  large  profit.  We 
try  to  get  20  or  25  per  cent,  if  we  can. 

Q.  W  hat  is  the  scrap  worth  to-day  1 — A.  Twenty-five  dollars  a  ton. 

Q.  Is  there  as  much  ratio  of  fall  in  the  price  of  new  iron  as  there  is  in  scrap  f — A.  I  can 
buy  new  iron  for  2|-  cents,  plates  ;  I  can  buy  angles  for  3  cents. 

Q.  Then  the  fall  in  new  iron  is  more  than  it  is  in  scrap  ? — A.  I  have  not  figured  that  up, 
but  I  thipk  it  is.     I  do  not  see  how  they  can  make  new  iron  at  the  preseht  rates. 

Q.  In  the  prices  that  you  have  eiven  for  this  iron  on  the  monitors,  have  you  reckoned  a 
profit? — A.  There  was  a  profit  at  that  time  on  the  making  of  the  iron. 

Q.  Then  the  half  a  cent  a  pound  is  extra  profit  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  suppose  it  would  be. 

Q.  Then  the  Government  paid  t2|  percent,  more  for  their  work  than  they  would  have  had 
to  pay  in  money  ;  is  not  that  the  result  7  Would  not  you  at  that  time  have  taken  a  con- 
tract at  that  price,  taking  the  chances  of  getting  your  bills  paid  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  whether  you  would  say  that  the  exchange  of  old  iron  for  new  at  a  profit  of  half 
a  cent  a  pound  to  the  contractor  was  a  fair  contract  as  between  both  parties.  Would  it  have 
been  such  a  contract  as  you  would  have  made  with  other  people? — A.  No,  sir.  If  I  was 
working  strictly  and  on  strict  business  principles,  I  should  not  want  to  make  quite  so  good 
a  profit  as  that.  There  is  no  great  margin,  however,  for  the  contractor.  If  it  was  a  mer- 
chant job,  I  should  say  that  it  was  a  good  thing  for  the  contractor :  but  in  working  for  the 
Government,  if  they  are  going  to  be  Very  exacting  in  the  quality  of  the  plates,  there  is  no 
great  margin  in  it. 

Q.  And  there  is  but  12  per  cent,  in  it  in  any  event  ? — A.  That  is  all.  We  have  taken  the 
new  iron  at  its  cash  price  in  the  market  and  charged  up  the  scrap  ^t  its  cash  price  in  the 
market.  That  scrap  would  have  commanded  $32.50  in  the  market,  cash,  and  the  plates  and 
other  articles  would  have  averaged  4  cents  a  pound  in  the  market. 

Q.  So  that,  in  your  judgment,  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  Government  to  have  sold 
its  scrap  at  a  fair  market-value  for  cash  and  to  have  purchased  material  for  cash  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  The  Government  would  have  saved  12  percent,  thereby? — A.  Yes, sir. 


Philadelphia,  Affril  20, 1876. 
Clement  Keen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  position  have  you  held  in  connection  with  the  naval  service  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy-yard  or  at  this  League  Island  yard  ? — A.  I  have  been  timber-inspector  for  three  years. 
Previous  to  that  I  was  quarterman  joiner  for  about  a  year. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  lot  of  ship-kneos  sold  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  just  prior  to 
its  closing  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  number  that  was  in  that  lot  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you  the  exact  number,  may  be  400  or  500,  perhaps  more  than  that. 

Q.  Was  there  that  number  there  on  the  day  they  were  sold  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
that;  we  were  using  up  some  of  those  knees,  and  they  burned  a  great  many  last  winter  a 
year  that  were  condemned. 

Q.  Was  not  that  lot  of  knees  a  lot  of  condemned  knees  7— A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  the  ones 
that  had  been  picked  out.    There  had  been  two  piles  of  them  assorted  ;  there  was  a  survey 
held  on  one  lot  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  burned  and  were  burned,  and   those  that  were 
there  were  the  selected  ones  out  of  them  which  had  been  piled  up  with  the  iutftut\o\i  ol\i».v^ 
Qsed  as  they  might  be  wanted. 

Q.  It  was  that  lot  that  waa  ordered  to  he  sold,  was  it ! — A.  I  px©8\imft  ao.     tVv^l  ^«^ 
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sold.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  orders.  I  was  down  here  at  the  time  they  were 
Bold.  I  have  not  been  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  except  to  report  since  the  latter  part 
of  last  summer. 

Q.  What  should  you  say  was  the  worth  of  that  lot  of  knees  lying  there  T — A.  I  could 
hardly  put  any  ralue  on  them  without  I  had  made  a  regular  inspection,  because  knees  lying 
in  that  way  after  having  been  in  the  water,  rot  very  soon.  They  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
water  for  may  be  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years,  and  piled  up  there,  and  they  were  rotting 
rapidly  after  they  were  once  exposed. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  state,  however,  that  they  were  selected  because  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  of  seme  value? — A.  They  were  better' than  the  ones  condemned,  but  still  the 
others  had  been  condemned  a  year  before  that,  and,  of  course,  in  a  year  they  would  rot  con- 
siderably. 

Q;  Can  you  not  give  us  an  estimate  approximating  to  their  value  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I 
could  form  any  correct  opinion  about  it. 

Q.  Were  they  worth  |50  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  great  deal  more  than  that,  I  should  judge. 

Q.  Five  hundred  dollars  7 — A.  I  should  judge  they  would  be  worth  about  that ;  I  could  not 
say  positively,  however.  Afler  they  have  been  piled  up  there  and  exposed  to  wet  and  dry, 
after  having  come  out  of  the  water  they  rot  very  quickly.  The  knee  in  the  woods  will  sap- 
rot  in  a  year's  time  very  badly  in  some  places.  I  could  not  make  any  definite  estimate  as 
to  the  real  value  of  the  knees. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  they  piled  up  there  to  rot  ? — A.  No,  sir :  they  had  been  taken  out  wi^  the  ex- 
pectation of  using  them  ;  we  did  use  some  of  them.  They  stopped,  however,  on  that  little  ship 
after  they  were  got  out.  Work  did  not  go  on  upon  her  until  some  time  afterward,  and  was 
then  given  out  by  contract. 

Q.  xou  intended  to  use  the  knees  in  a  vessel  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  let  them  lay  so  long  exposed  that  you  thought  they  were  decreasing  in  value 
and  sold  them  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  selling,  and  do  not  know  what  they 
were  sold  for. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  were  not  present  on  the  day  of  sale  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  their  being  sold  until  some  three  or  four  weeks  afterward. 

Q.  How  many  ship's  knees  are  there  at  League  Island  now  7 — A.  I  suppose  about  1,200 
or  1,400  or  1,500. 

Q.  Are  they  all  new?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  pretty  much  all  of  them.  Some  few  old  knees  came 
down  from  the  upper  yard. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  suppose  T — A.  I  should  judg^  there  might  have  been  75  or  100  that 
came  down  from  there  which  were  old  knees. 

Q.  You  bought  some  800  knees  within  the  last  twelve  months  from  Bashor  &  Co.  ?— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  some  500  from  Mr.  Savage  ? — A.  Mr.  Savage  has  not  furnished  500  yet. 

Q.  How  many  has  he  furnished  f — A.  In  the  neighborhood  of  300  and  over.  I  am  in- 
specting some  knees  of  his  now.  I  do  not  know  how  many  there  will  be.  The  first  lot 
that  he  sent  was  100.  We  took  forty-seven  out  of  the  hundred.  The  next  lot  that  he  sent 
us  was  13*2,  and  we  took  101.  This  lot  which  is  now  here  has  some  200-odd  in  it,  and 
they  are  very  excellent  knees,  and  in  fact  they  are  better  than  we  have  ever  had  from  him. 

Q.  Am  I  correct  in  stating  800  as  the  number  received  from  Bashor  &,  Co.  f — A.  It  might 
run  over  800.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly,  unless  I  had  my  book  with  me.  It  is  in  that 
neififhborhood.    It  may  be  more  and  may  be  less. 

Q.  When  were  they  delivered  at  this  yard  7 — A.  At  different  times  during  the  last  year. 

Q.  Where  did  you  inspect  them  f — A.  Sometimes  on  board  the  vessels  and  sometimes  on 
the  lighters  or  rafts.  If  we  happen  to  have  an  opportunity  to  get  Uiem  on  the  raft  we  in- 
spect them.    Sometimes  we  inspect  them  on  board  the  vessel. 

Q.  Who  inspected  them  up  in  Delaware  f — A.  I  went  down  in  Delaware.  I  did  not  in- 
spect any  there. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  go  there  ? — A.  They  sent  an  order  here  for  me  to  go  down 
there  to  look  at  the  knees  and  say  which  I  thought  would  pass  inspection  after  they  came 
to  the  yard,  and  which  would  not.    I  saw  three  different  lots  of  knees  down  there. 
^  Q.  How  long  were  you  there  ? — A.  I  was  gone  the  first  time  two  days.     The  second 
time  I  was  not  gone  but  a  day  and  a  half,  going  one  day  and  coming  back  the  next  day. 

Q.  Were  those  two  trips  the  only  trips  you  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  paid  your  expenses  ? — A.  Mr.  Grant. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  you  anything  beyond  your  expenses  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  on  that  account f— A.  No,  sir;  nobody  ever  paid  me  a  dollar  for 
ither  trip. 

Q.  That  was  Mr.  Orvil  Grant,  was  it  not  T--A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  you  a  ^^Weu  sum  of  money  to  cover  your  expenses  t — A.  No,  sir ;  he  paid, 
aii  the  expenses  himself  and  aU  my  mc^^^Ii^«^.  «v^^T^a«&.  \  \^  i^^^.  tidnk  it  cost  me  a  fip — 
pennj-bit  while  I  was  away. 
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Q.  Were  you  permitted  to  go  bj  any  order  of  the  oommandaDt  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;   I  had  an 
order  from  Mr.  Haitt  to  go.    All  my  orders  emanated  from  him,  and  he  receives  them  from 
the  cotDmandant. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  go  out  to  inspect  any  ships'  knees  for  anybody  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  the  woods  to  inspect  timber  of  any  kind  for  anybody  ?~A.  No, 
sir.  I  never  did. 

Q.  After  having  inspected  a  lot  of  timber  or  lumber,  do  you  remember  any  instance  in 
which  the  same  timber  or  lumber  has  afterward  been  received  under  orders  either  from  the 
bureau  or  from  the  constructor  at  this  place  ? — A.  I  do  not*know  of  any. 
Q.  Was  none  taken  after  you  had  rejected  it?— A.  No, sir. 

Q.  A  large  lot  of  lumber  was  delivered  during  the  present  fiscal  year  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Brown, 
of  Washington,  to  this  yard,  was  tliere  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  considerable  amount  of  white- 
oak  plank  and  heavy  white-oak  timber. 

Q.  A  large  quantity  of  timber  has  been  delivered  by  Mr.  George  T.  Wallace,  of  Norfolk, 
has  there  not! — A.  Some  yellow-pine  timber  came  in  from  him,  but  I  think  in  no  gprest 
amount,  say  in  the  neighborhood  of  1.5.000  or  2O,OO0  cubic  feet. 

Q.  Also  by  Loud,  Hatch  &  Co.,  of  BdkUim'>re  f — A.  They  furnished  soma  sqiare  white- 
oak  timber. 

Q.  Aud  by  Gaskell  &  Son  ? — A.  They  furnished  a  lot  of  white-pine  lumber. 

Q-  And  by  Mr.  Bigler  7 — A.  Mr.  Bgier  furnished  a  small  lot  of  3*inch  stage-plank  ;  that 
i«  about  all  he  furnished.  He  has  not  furnished  anything  else  that  I  know  of  at  this  yard 
for  some  time. 

Q.  Did  you  reject  any  of  the  timber  proffered  by  those  parties  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  What  became  of  that  timber  which  you  rejected? — A.  Some  of  it  was  left  here  and  a 
redaction  made  in  it  on  account  of  its  rejection.  Where  we  could  use  any  of  it  we  would 
throw  off  in  the  length  and  breadth.  If  we  could  use  it  we  kept  it ;  none  of  it  was  taken 
away  bj  Mr.  Bigler.    There  was  considerable  left  over  by  the  large  ship-house. 

Q-  Under  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  if  timber  or  other  material  received  at  the 
7&rd  under  an  agreement  or  contract  fails  to  pass  inspection,  must  it  not  be  removed  within 
'  given  space  of  time  ? — A.  It  must  be  removed,  or  a  certificate  given  that  there  is  no 
<^infor  it,  if  it  is  left  here  after  the  bills  are  made.  We  never  consider  a  man  entitled  to 
^ke  anything  from  the  yard  after  the  bills  are  made.  I  do  not  make  a  bill  unless  the 
pirty  ^ves  me  a  writing  or  makes  an  agreement  that  he  does  not  want  to  take  it  away. 

Q>  In  the  cases  of  the  parties  named,  did  they  remove  the  timber,  or  give  you  the  certifi- 
^  to  which  you  have  referred  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  we  always  had  some  writing  to  show  that 
™«J  did  not  want  the  timl)er. 

Q<  Please  produce  to  the  committee  those  certificates. — A.  They  are  at  my  office  ;  I  will 
^t  them  for  you.  Now,  when  I  speak  of  their  not  taking  the  timber  away,  very  fre- 
<loently  tbey  would  leave  rejected  timber  here  and  say,  **We  do  not  want  it;  we  won't 
^e  it."  That  would  be  taken  without  a  writing.  Other  men  would  give  a  writing ;  I 
^^erpaid  much  attention  to  it,  just  throwing  it  in  the  drawer.  I  simply  wanted  to  know 
l^&t  they  did  not  want  it ;  that  was  all  we  cared  about  it.  Sometimes  they  took  it  away, 
jf'  Gaskell  frequentlv  took  some  timber.  Mr.  Brown  had  several  sticks  jof  timber  con- 
demned, which  be  took  away.  In  fact,  I  think  Mr.  Brown  has  a  small  amount  of  timber 
*^«re  which  he  has  not  been  paid  for  yet.  He  has  not  come  for  the  bill.  When  we  had  a 
Zoning  account  that  way  we  let  it  all  run  until  the  timber  was  furnished,  aud  then  we 
^e  bills. 

Q-  In  Brown's  case,  do  you  not  remember  that  the  bill  was  made  out  aud  then  sent  back 
^ona  the  bureau  to  be  corrected  in  its  classification  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  of 
^7  bill  coming  back.   That  viould  not  come  to  me,  but  to  the  constructor. 

Q*  The  cla.'<sification  comes  to  you  in  the  first  instance  ? — A..  Ye.<<,  sir. 

Q.  You  report  it  ? — A.  I  report  what  the  timber  is,  such  as  white  oak,  whiteoak  plank, 
^hite-oak  plank  stock,  white-oak  crooked  timber,  or  whatever  kind  it  may  be. 

Q.  Would  you  report,  for  instance,  lake  or  sea-coast  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  your  report  it  is  determined  whether  it  is  one  or  the  other  kind  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Q<  Do  you  not  remember  that  you  were  called  upon  to  change  the  classification  that  yoa 
*^  niade  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brown  ? — A.  No,  sir ;   I  never  made  any  change  in  regard  to  the 
^^ification  of  timber;  I  always  made  my  returns  out  just  what  it  was. 
.  Q>  Have  you  any  memorandum  to  which  you  can  turn  to  see  what  quantity  you  reported 
IJ* Mr.  Brown's  bills  of  lake- timber? — A.  I  would  only  have  to  refer  to  the  constructor's 


jj,Q.  Do  you  keep  no  memorandum  yourself!— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  keep  my  own  memorandum, 
^-^ery  bill  that  I  make,  of  course,  comes  from  my  books. 

Q-  Can  you  turn  to  your  books  and  say  how,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brown,  you  classified  the 
^oant  of  lake-timber  furnished  by  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  tret  that  from  the  construc- 
tor's books. 

Q.  Can  you  not  get  it  from  your  own  books  f — A.  I  would  have  to  go  over  my  little  mem- 
^^Qdnm  to  find  that ;  each  single  case  is  put  down  in  my  book  with  a  Blaiem^iil  «^iQ>NV[^^ 
'fom  whom  I  received  it. 

(Witness  is  directed  to  produce  to  tbe  committeej  at  the  earliest  posaibYft  A«k,l«,\^ife  xx\%ia%- 
^iJidom  referred  to.) 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  When  you  receive  timber  you  survey  it,  do  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  mark  it  with  the  number  of  feet  that  you  allow  ? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  You  then  have  a  book  of  record  of  that  stick  of  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  kept  for  the  use  of  the  yard  t — A.  No,  sir ;  we  used  to  do  that. 

Q.  Do  you  not  do  it  now  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  return  is  now  made  on  a  paper  and  goes  to 
the  constructor's  office. 

Q.  Do  you  make  it  out  for  the  different  lots  and  send  it  to  the  constructor's  office  ?— A. 
Tes,  sir ;  that  is  the  order  we  receive. 

Q.  Is  that  made  out  in  your  own  handwriting  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  the  lumber  furnished  by  Brown  furnished  upon  what  are  called  cash  contracts 
or  lettings,  or  was  it  furnished  by  open  purchase  from  toe  bureau  7 — A.  On  the  schedule  of 
last  year  there  was,  I  think,  60,000  cubic  feet  of  white-oak  timber. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  for  an  answer  to  my  question  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  *,  that  was  on  the  sched* 
nle  of  last  year. 

Q.  Did  he  become  a  contractor  under  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  say  there 
was  60,000  feet  on  the  schedule. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  was  furnished  under  an  order  from  the  bureau  ? — A.  I  judge 
80,  the  same  as  all  others.     I  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  You  say  the  same  as  all  others ;  do  you  draw  a  distinction  f— A.  All  my  orders  to  re- 
ceive timber  come  from  the  constructor.  The  constructor  says  to  me,  '*  You  will  receive  such 
and  such  timber  from  S.  P.  Brown,  or  Hatch,  Loud  &  Co.,  or  Gaskell,"  or  whoever  the  party 
may  be  ;  I  never  have  the  orders  in  my  possession. 

Q.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  you  do  not  know  what  the  nature  or  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract or  agreement  is  that  may  be  made  with  any  one  t — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  simply  get  the  order 
from  the  constructor. 

Q.  Are  Mr.  Grant  or  Basher  &  Co.  regular  dealers  in  ship's  knees  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  are ;  I  do  not  suppose  they  are ;  they  never  furnished  any  knees  here  before. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  know  whether  bills  in  favor  of  Mr.  8. 
P.  Brown  had  been  approved  or  not  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Who  has  assisted  you  in  your  duties  as  timber-inspector  t — A.  A  man  named  James 
Miller  has  assisted  me  partially  down  here ;  he  measured  considerable  of  Mr.  Brown's  tim- 
ber down  here. 

Q.  Is  he  a  competent  person  or  not  t — A.  That  is  hardly  a  fair  question  to  ask  me  as  to 
my  judgment  of  a  man's  ability. 

Q.  It  we  cannot  inc^uire  of  you  we  cannot  inquire  of  anybody ;  we  are  charged  with  the 
duty  of  getting  such  information,  and  desire  you  to  answer  the  question. — A.  I  mieht  he 
passing  my  judgment  upon  somebody  of  whom  I  have  not  had  the  knowledge  which  I  prob- 
ably ought  to  have ;  he  always  did  the  work  correctly,  as  I  instructed  him,  and  always 
seemed  to  be  willing  to  do  his  duty ;  I  could  not  find  any  fault  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q:  Why  should  you  have  hesitated  then  in  answering  the  question  ? — A.  It  is  placinfr  ^ 
in  a  bad  position  to  say  that  a  man  is  either  competent  or  not  competent  to  fill  a  position; 
I  might  think  that  he  was  not,  and  others  might  think  that  he  was  more  competent  than  I. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Give  your  own  judgment  in  relation  to  that  matter. — A.  He  is  not  a  regular  ship- 
carpenter,  or  a  regular  ship-joiner,  but  be  says  he  has  been  connected  with  timber  before  be 
came  here. 

Q.  From  what  point  did  he  come  ?— A.  That  I  do  not  really  know  ;  he  told  me  that  he 
used  to  live  in  the  old  district  of  Southwark  ;  that  is  all  I  know  of  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  whose  instance  or  request  he  was  appointed  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
do.  I  might  have  heard  who  had  him  appointed,  but  I  do  not  now  recollect ;  it  appears  ^fi 
me  that  he  has  told  me  who  appointed  him. 

Q.  Did  you  recommend  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  present  constructor,  Mr.  Hartt,  did  T — A.  I  do  not  kno^ 
anything  about  whether  Mr.  Hartt  did  or  not,  but  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Hichbom  did. 

Q.  Is  be  on  duty  with  you  now  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  he  discharged  7 — A.  I  think  some  three  weeks  ago.  He  was  on  for  a^^*^ 
or  ten  days  and  then  was  off  again.  When  the  men  were  laid  off  he  was  laid  off,  and  ^ 
was  then  put  on  work,  I  think,  perhaps,  for  two  weeks,  and  was  laid  off  again. 

Q.  He  IS  suspended  instead  of  being  discharged  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  in  the  service  who,  at  any  time,  has  received  any  moi 
or  gif^  or  present  or  anything  of  value  from  anybody  ? — A.  1  have  received  some  liitle  p3 
ents  myself,  but  not  of  any  value. 

Q.  From  whom  vere  they  received  ? — A.  I  received  a  couple  of  barrels  of  oysters 
one  ^Qtleman ;   Mr.  lSte\)b\ii&  yiba  iVie  pwcv^     kv\«c^\>\  \\x^\^<^  t\\«y  werfi  from  him.  althoi 
iozn  not  sure. 
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Q.  Of  what  firm  was  he  ?— A.  I  think  he  is  of  Bashor  &,  Co. 
Q.  Have  you  received  any  other  presents  from  anybody  else  ? — 4-  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  yoa  ever  receive  any  compensation  from  any  contractor  for  what  they  call  extra 
work,  or  work  out  of  timet — A.  I  have  done  overwork  at  different  times ;  I  never  received 
any  compensation  from  them  for  it,  however. 

Q.  Have  yoa  received  any  compensation  either  from  Mr.  White,  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Brown, 
ofWashing^u,  or  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Norfolk? — A.  Mr.  White  never  sent  me  anything^,  nor 
Mr.  Wallace,  that  I  know  of.    I  do  not  recollect  their  ever  giy'mg  me  a  dollar. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  having^  received  any  compensation  from  a  firm  named  McCnlloch  & 
Co.,  thronfi^h  Mr.  Nealie,  one  of  the  partners  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  received  a  dollar  from 
either  of  those  gentlemen. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  duty  during  the  removal  of  the  property  from  the  navy -yard  f — A. 
At  League  Island. 

Q.  State  if  at  that  time  you  saw  any  wrone  or  fraud  perpetrated  by  anybody  in  connec- 
tion with  the  removal  of  tnat  property. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  anything  of  that  kind  to 
mj  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  property  has  been  unlawfully  removed,  stolen, 
or  appropriated  by  anybody,  which  property  belonged  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States?— A  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  E.  G.  Cattell  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.Have  you  had  any  dealings  with  him  or  his  firm  ? — A.  No,  sir,  never ;  that  is,  not  since 
I  have  been  in  the  navy-yard  ;  I  had  some  years  ago.  It  has  been  ten  years  since  I  have 
l»d  anv  dealings  with  that  firm. 

Q.  Have  vou  in  any  way  paid  them  monev  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  nimished  the  lumber  in  fixing  the  partitions  in  this  small  old  ship-house  which 
^  been  cut  down  ? — A.  That  was  furnished,  I  think,  by  the  construction  department. 

Q.  Who  did  they  buy  it  oft  I  mean  the  pine  boards,  &c.,  of  which{the  partitions  are 
made.— A.  I  do  not  know  who  furnished  those,  nor  can  I  tell  you  who  furnished  the  siding 
of  the  ship-house.  I  think  it  was  furnished  by  Mr.  McKay,  although  I  do  not  know  that.  I 
rappose  it  was.  I  do  not  know  whether  those  boards  were  taken  from  our  department  or 
not 

Q<  Too  do  not  know  who  the  contractor  was  who  frimished  it  to  the  Government  T— A.  I 

00  not 

.  Q>  Did  I  not  understand  you  to  say  that  you  did  take  some  timber  which  had  been  re- 
jected and  made  an  allowance  for  what  it  was  worth  by  making  a  deduction  in  the  quantity  f 
"^  Tes,  sir ;  sometimes  a  stick  five  or  bix  feet  from  the  end  might  have  a  bad  rot  in  it — 
&  umb-rot,  for  instance,  where  the  limb  has  been  broken  off  before  the  tree  has  been  cut.  We 
S^i^ly  bore  a  foot  below  that  rot,  and  if  we  find  the  stick  sound,  we  mark  it  with  a  cross 
^  be  cnt  off  at  that  point,  and  throw  off.  the  other  end  of  the  stick. 

H-  What  kind  of  timber  is  that?— A.  White  oak-timber,  as  a  general  rule. 

Q*  Do  you  know  of  whom  the  Seaweed  was  bought  7 — A.  I  do  not.  I  heard  that  she  was 
'^^bt  of  Gaskell  &  Co.,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Q'  Do  you  know  what  the  Government  paid  for  her  ? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q-  Do  you  know  who  Mr.  Gaskell  bought  her  oft — A  No,  sir :  she  changed  hands  ser- 
^1  times  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  do  not  know  who  got  her  after  Mr.  Schenck  sold  her.  8be 
^^  bollt  by  Schenck,  the  patent-medicine  man. 


Philadelphia,  April  21,  1876. 
^LEMEHT  Kern  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  able  to  find  the  original  memorandum-books  referred  to  in  your 
^'Mnination  of  yesterday  at  Leai^e  Island  f — An«weT.  I  have  found  some  of  them. 
Q.  Have  you  been  able  to  find  them  all  ? — A  No,  sir. 


«^OSEPH  B.  Much  sworn  and  examinel. 
By  the  Chairman  : 


Philadelphia,  April  12,  1*76. 


^    ^^estion.  Were  you  at  any  time  connected  with  the  navy-yard  at  this  place  ? — Answer. 


j^^.  In  what  capacity  ? — A.  I  was  on  the  Jaborem'  roll  at  one  time.    I  waa  ^\ftO  oii  ^^«t^x^ 
^*^ti'8  roll  in  ihejard. 
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Q.  Daring  what  years?— A.  In  1874  and  1875.  Previous  to  that,  in  1871  and  1872,  I 
was  enffafifed  on  the  horers'  and  fasteners'  rolls. 

Q.  Were  you  dischar^d  for  any  reason  ? — A.  None,  except  my  own  fault — beinjr  absent 
at  the  time  the  others  were  discharged.    There  was  a  want  of  funds  to  carry  on  the  work. 

Q.  At  whose  instance  and  upon  whose  recommendation  did  you  secure  your  poeition  again 
in  the  yard  ?— A.  Throug^h  Mr.  Hartt,  naval  constructor. 

Q.  What  duties  did  you  perform  in  1875,  particularly  durine  the  removal  of  property  firom 
the  yard  f — A.  In  a  part  of  January  I  was  detailed  to  weigh  iron,  and  the  other  part  of  the 
time  I  was  working  around  in  the  yard  with  the  other  men,  helping  to  secure  the  docks  and 
things  like  that. 

Q.  If  you  saw  any  irregularity,  impropriety,  or  fraud  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
th^  propertv  during  the  time  it  was  being  removed,  state  it  to  the  committee. — A.  I  saw 
none  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  it  all  removed  regularly  and  properly  T  I  mean  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect 
the  United  States  Government  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  haid  any  facilities  for  tiuding 
that  out. 

Q.  Could  you  not  see? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  removed  it  on  scows  and  those  things  like 
that. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  unlawful  appropriation  of  property  oy  any  one  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  effort  to  conceal  or  make  way  with  it  ? — A.  No,  sir 

Q.  Was  any  property  taken  from  the  vard  without  being  weighed  ? — A.  Not  that  I  had 
anything  to  do  with.  Everything  like  that  that  went  out  through  me  was  weighed  in  the 
scales,  and  I  made  a  report  every  morning  to  Mr.  Hartt's  office. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  it  that  the  scales  were  removed  away  or  destroyed  T — A.  That  I  do 
not  know.     It  was  in  1 876. 

Q.  Had  all  the  property  been  removed  then  f — A.  No,  sir,  not  all  of  it.  I  had  nothing 
else  to  do  in  anything  like  that,  before.     I  was  Hring  the  marine  boiler. 

Q.  I  understand  you,  then,  to  say  that  you  saw  or  knew  of  no  impropriety,  irregularity, 
or  fraud  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  property  ? — A.  I  heard  a  great  deal  about 
what  some  of  the  men  said.  They  were  navy-yard  rumors  as  to  things  being  broken  in 
handling;  but  in  fact  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Ton  saw  nothing  of  this  yourself  f — A*  No,  sir. 

O.  And  you  had  no  information  the  source  of  which  is  available  to  this  committee  as  to 
such  matters  t — A.  Nu,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  connected  with  the  service  receiving  presents  from  aoj 
one — I  mean  do  you  know  it  directly  or  indirectly  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  gifts  of  merchandise,  rewards,  or  any  other  thing  of  value  beio^ 
given  to  such  persons  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  that  is,  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  certain  knowled^. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  upon  that  point? — A.  No,  sir ;  in  this  navy-yard  as  in  all 
other  Government  places  you  can  near  almost  anything,  but  as  to  knowing  anything  pos- 
itively, I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  any  of  that  property  removed  in  the  night-time  T — A.  I  think  it  was,  although  I 
do  not  know  certainly.    Tney  used  to  work  at  night,  but  we  very  seldom  did. 

Q.  During  the  removal  of  the  property  at  night,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  were  not  the  Nstj 
officials  anaeniploy^s  away  from  the  yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  remained  there  f— A.  I  saw  Mr.  Hartt  there.  I  have  also  seen  the  assistant  sod 
the  boatswain. 

Q.  Who  was  that  boatswain  ? — A.  Mr.  Briscoe.  I  saw,  also,  other  officers  of  the  yard 
termed  bosses^  and  such  men  as  that. 

Q.  Were  they  superintending  and  overlooking  the  rerroval  of  the  property? — A.  It  looked 
to  me  as  if  they  were  attending  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  Govern meut— seeing 
that  the  things  were  properly  stored,  &.c. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  property  belonging  to  the  Government  at  any  time  that  is  no^^ 
in  the  possession  or  custody  of  any  private  party  outside  of  the  yard  t  — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Are  you  at  the  present  time  employed  in  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  in  the  employ 
of  a  private,  outside  nrm.     I  am  on  board  the  steamer  Edwin  Forrest. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Have  you  a  brother  or  other  relative  who  is  an  officer  of  the  Government? — A.  I  h*^® 
a  father  who  is  a  naval  constructor. 

Q.  Is  he  of  the  same  rank  as  Mr.  Hartt  ?^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  holds  a  similar  position. 

Q.  You  say  you  left  the  yard  at  5  o'clock? — A.  Yes, sir,  sometimes;  and  sometimes  ^ 
would  be  a  little  later.  Sometimes  we  would  be  down  at  the  lower  yard  and  would  *^^ 
get  up  until  half  past  5  or  6  o'clock,  but  5  o'clock  was  about  the  average  time.  c 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  were  not  there  when  they  were  working  at  night  ? — A.  P**^,^^^ 
the  time  I  was  and  part  of  the  time  I  was  not ;  sometimes  I  would  be  late,  other  tim«^ 

would  not.  "i^-*^^. 

Q.  How  late  ? — A.  Sometimes  it  would  be  5,  half  past  5,  6,  7,  and  so  on  up  to  10  o'c'^^^^^ 
'  Q.  How  many  nights  were  yon.  thct^  u^  to  10  o'clock  ? — A.  After  cold  weather  set  i**- 
naed  to  stand  a  watch,  uigbt  and  mgVii  eiXiOMX,  ^Xio^x^  \Xi^\i^^\.. 
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Q.  But  jour  watch  was  not  whore  they  were  taking  away  the  iron  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  when 
I  weighed  the  iron  and  such  stuff  as  that  I  left  the  yard  at  5  o'clock  like  the  other  men  did. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  know  anything  about  what  they  were  doing  at  night  ? — A.  No,  sir  ; 
I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  iron  after  the  order  to  sell  the  yard  was  issued. 

Q.  What  time  was  that  f — A.  The  time  I  spoke  of  in  relation  to  having  anything  to  do 
with  the  weighing  of  iron  was  in  1874. 

Q.  It  was  not,  then,  at  the  time  McKay  was  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  weighing  of  iron  in  1875,  except  in  January  and  April.  That  was  before  they  commenced 
tearing  down  the  buildings  at  the  yard.  At  that  time  Mr.  McKay  had  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  tne  affair. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  false  mustering  ? — A.  I  do  not, 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  men  bt»iiig  borue  on  the  rolls  and  not  answering,  and  not  being 
in  the  yard,  or  who  having  answered  would  disappear  from  the  yard  and  perform  no  labor, 
but  at  the  same  time  draw  pay  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  unnecessary  employment  of  a  class  of  persons  called 
writers  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  all  the  writers  that  I  saw  employed  seemed  to  have  a  duty  to  perform. 
They  seemed  to  be  doing  somethiog. 


Philadelphia,  April  II,  1876, 
Aakon  .1.  Hackett  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Que.'^tion.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  tho  uavy-yard  in  this  city? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  position  <lid  you  hold  f — A.  1  held  a  receiver'^  position  in  the  construction  de- 
partment at  one  time. 

Q.  Receiver  of  what  species  of  goods  f — A.  All  that  came  there  outride  of  timber.    There 
was  a  timber-inspector  who  received  that.     I  received  hardware  and  such  stuff  as  that. 
Q.  During  what  time  was  that? — A.  It  was  from  1862  to  1870. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  the  yard  since  1870  ?— A.  Yes.  sir;  I  was  out  at 
least  a  year  between  ]'ili)  and  187L  I  was  discharged  and  re-instated  in  the  yards  and  docks 
department.     I  wan  then  ordered  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Have  you  since  your  re- instate m en t  been  on  duty  at  the  Philadelphia  yard  1 — A.  I  was 
detailed  from  League  Island  up  to  the  Philadelphia  nav^-yard  during  the  removal  of  the 
material  there. 

Q.  In  your  letter  of  appointment  you  were  attached  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  as 
I  understand  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  acted  there  as  receiver,  but  I  was  on  the  roll  as  special 
laborer,  the  bureau  not  allowing  a  receiver. 
Q.  What  were  your  wages  ? — A.  Three  dollars  a  day. 

Q.  For  what  reason  were  you  discharged  in  1870  ? — A.  A  party  in  Carr^den  beat  me  out  of 
the  situation  :  be  had  more  influence  than  I  had.  Mr.  Robeson  is  from  New  Jersey.  There 
were  two  of  us  there  and  one  had  to  go. 

Q.  State  whether,  during  the  time  you  were  superintending  the  removal  of  the  property 
from  the  navy-yard,  you  saw  anything  that  was  wrong  or  improper  or  fraudulent  in  the 
management  or  di:$position  of  the  property  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  The  only  goods  that 
I  had  to  remove  were  yards  and  docks  material,  which  I  took  account  of  myself.-  They  were 
moved  by  Government  men,  and  not  by  contractors. 

Q.  Yonr  attention  was  not  called  to  the  contractors  in  any  way,  nor  to  their  mode  or 
manner  of  removing  property? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  At  League  Island  did  you  see  anything  improper  in  the  delivery  of  property? — A.  No. 
'ir,  except  that  some  of  the  goods  came  down  in  a  oad  condition.  The  Loops  would  be  off 
•ome  of  the  buckets,  may  be,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  did  that  result  from  ;  was  it  carelessness  or  neglect  ? — A.  I  suppose  it  was  on 
Account  of  the  buckets  not  having  any  water  in  them  for  a  long  time. 

Q.  Was  any  transportation  of  that  property  done  at  night-time? — A.  Not  to  my  knowl- 
^^ge.  They  quit  there  at  4  o'clock.  The  contractor's  men,  however,  worked  later.  They 
^'orked  ten  hours,  and  the  Government  men  only  worked  eight  hours. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  of  any  improper  or  illegal  or  fraudulent  removal  or  dispo- 
•  it. ion  of  Government  property  t — A.  No,  sir. 

<J.  Do  you  know  of^any  officer  or  employ^  of  the  United  States  receiving  any  presents  or 
^^tfts  from  contractors  or  those  dealing  with  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 
_     ^<^.  Do  you  know  of  any  advantage  being  given  or  taken  by  any  contractor  or  dealer 
^^  ith  the  Government  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Do  you  know  of  any  gifts  or  presents  being  made  to  the  members  of  the  families  of 
^**  J  officer  or  employ^  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

_^.  In  short  you  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  any  abuse  ox  it^a^  \\i  c.oxiTi'fe^^AQra. 
^^  i  th  the  navaJ  service  f^A.  No,  air. 

^.  Or  taiy  information  In  regard  to  that  7 — A.  No,  sir. 
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PHILADELPHIil,  April  19,  1876. 

Amos  J.  Palmer  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard? — Answer.  Yes, 
sir ;  as  foreman-painter  in  the  construction  department. 

Q.  What  time  was  the  material  in  your  snop  transferred  to  League  Island  ? — A.  They 
commenced  to  tear  down  the  upper  end  of  the  place  I  was  in.  That  was  the  first  intima- 
tion I  had  of  it.  I  had  heard  it  spoken  of,  but  I  did  not  know  that  they  were  goine  to  com- 
mence so  soon.  I  asked  for  quarters  over  at  the  joiners*  shop,  but  found  that  they  were 
g^ing  to  tear  that  down,  and  therefore  located  in  a  stable  and  moved  everything  over  there. 

Q.  What  did  your  stock  consist  of  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  had  white-lead,  oil,  paint-brushes, 
jacks,  cans,  pots,  «&  c. 

Q.  When  you  moved  where  did  you  move  them  to  ? — A.  The  last  order  I  received  was 
from  the  captain  direct ;  he  came  to  me  and  stated  I  would  have  to  get  out  as  soon  as  I  was 
notified.  I  had  all  the  articles  of  my  department  packed  up  and  marked,  and  saw  them  put 
on  board,  and  they  were  safely  delivered  as  far  as  I  know.  I  sent  them  down  on  three  or 
four  trucks. 

Q.  Was  there  any  destruction  of  property  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  all  my  materials  were  packed 
very  nicely. 

Q.  Did  yon  notice  any  destruction  of  other  property  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  kept  too  busy 
preparing  my  own  material  for  transportation,  «&c.  I  marked  other  material,  assisted  by  a 
couple  of  my  men. 

Q.  When  your  goods  were  taken  to  League  Island,  did  you  have  a  suitable  place  to  put 
them  in  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  irregular  in  the  removal  of  the  material  to  Leagne  Island  f 
— A.  No,  sir;  except  that  everything  was  topsy-turvy.     I  looked  carefully  after  my  things. 

Q.  Were  your  things  topsy-turvy  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  my  things  were  well  looked  after ;  I 
mean  things  about  the  yard  ;  they  were  pulling  and  tearing  down  everything. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Has  anybody  ever  been  borne  on  pay-rolls  to  receive  pay  who  has  not  performed  serv- 
ice t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  painting  for  anybody  outside  of  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  has  made  your  requisitions  for  paints  and  oils  ? — A.  Sometimes  I  have  made  th^m 
myself,  and  sometimes  my  clerk  has  done  so,  at  my  order. 

Q.  Through  whom  ? — A.  Through  the  constructor. 

Q.  Whom  have  yon  usually  bought  your  paints  and  oils  from  ?~A.  They  sent  them  from 
different  places  ;  sometimes  I  inspected  them  and  sometimes  I  did  not ;  sometimes  they  sent 
for  me  to  inspect  them. 

Q.  Were  they  generally  good  ? — A.  They  were  generally  good.  When  thev  were  not 
good  I  rejected  them.  I  rejected  sometimes  as  high  as  5, (KM)  pounds  of  lead,  or  10,000 
pounds  of  lead. 

Q.  How  many  men  have  yon  had  in  your  employ,  on  an  average,  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  T — A.  I  suppose  sometimes  as  high  as  25  or  30  men. 

Q.  What  business  have  you  been  employed  on,  principally  ? — A.  Ships,  principally. 

Q.  What  ships? — ^A.  I  was  employed  P&rtly  on  the  Constitution,  doing  a  little  priming 
around  her,  ana  on  the  Quinnebaug ;  in  lact  I  have  been  employed  on  a  great  many  of  the 
shins. 

Q.  Have  yon  not  had  more  men  in  your  department  than  yon  needed  to  do  the  work  ^— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  painted  any  houses  recently  in  the  yard  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  does  not  come 
in  my  line. 

Q.  For  the  last  two  or  three  years  what  vessels  have  you  had  to  work  upon  ?— A.  The 
Constitution,  the  Alert,  and  another  iron-clad  whose  name  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  The  Constitution  is  not  painted,  is  she  f — A.  No,  sir ;  she  is  only  oiled. 

Q.  Are  those  all  you  can  remember  in  the  last  three  years  ?— A.  Those  are  all  I  can  recol- 
lect at  the  present  time.     I  have  been  boss-painter  there  for  five  years. 

Q.  Through  whose  influence  did  you  receive  your  appointment  ? — A.  Mr,  Leonard  Upm 
that  is,  I  think  he  secured  it  for  me. 


Philadelphia,  April  20, 1876. 
Herbert  M.  Griffiths  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  in  the  navy-yard  ? — Answer.  I  am  carpenter  in  ^^^ 
Navy,  and  at  the  present  lime  1  am  «bi^i\ii^  aau^taat  constructor. 


PHILADELPHU  NAVY- YARD.  107 

Q.  How  many  assistant  coDstractors  are  there  here  f — A.  Only  one. 

Q.  What  position  does  Mr.  Hoover  hold  t— A.  He  is  assistant  constractor.  I  am  acting^ 
assistant. 

Q.  So  that  there  are  reallj  two  constructors  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  jou  been  here  a  good  while  f — A.  I  have  been  on  this  dnty  since  the  10th  of 
September. 

Q.  Were  you  brought  up  as  a  carpenter  in  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  served  my  time 
at  the  carpentering  business,  but  not  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Your  father  is  a  ship- builder,  is  he  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  brothers  have  you  f — A.  Four. 

Q.  One  is  in  Portsmouth  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  is  the  one  who  is  interested  in  that  bending-machine  in  New  York  f — A.  The 
last  I  heard  of  him  he  was  in  New  York.    His  name  is  Oliver  W.  Griffiths. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  you  have  heard  from  him  ? — A.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  for 
t-wo  years,  and  perhaps  longer  than  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  business  was  he  following  then  ? — A.  He  was  engaged  in  the  patent-lantern 
business  at  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  removal  of  material  from  the  navy-yard  at  Phila- 
delphia to  League  Island  ? — ^A.  I  know  some  little  about  receiving  it.  I  was  not  at  the 
upper  yard. 

Q.  Did  any  scows  arrive  at  League  Island  at  night  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  I  am 
not  positive. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  scows  loaded  at  the  navy-yard  stopped  on  the  way 
to  League  Island  at  any  other  place  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Who  unloaded  the  scows  as  the^  arrived  here  ?~ A.  The  contractor's  men. 

Q.  They  put  the  material  in  the  most  convenient  place  they  could  find,  did  they  not  t — 
A.  They  put  it  where  they  were  ordered  to. 

Q.  In  any  part  of  the  yard  f — A.  Any  part  of  the  yard  to  which  they  were  ordered  to  take 
the  material  tiiey  took  it. 

Q.  Then  their  duty  was  not  done  by  depositing  It  on  the  wharf? — A.  No,  sir;  they  put 
it  wherever  the  authorities  here  directed  them. 

Q.  Is  this  material  so  placed  around  the  yard  as  to  b^  convenient  to  get  at,  in  your 
opinion  7 — A.  That  answer  requires  an  explanation.  At  the  present  time  it  is  not.  At  the 
time  it  was  placed  on  the  spot  it  now  occupies  it  was  the  most  convenient  place,  and  it  was 
the  best  disposition  that  could  be  made  of  it. 

Q.  Why  7 — A.  Because  the  floor  in  the  iron-plating  shop  was  not  completed. 

Q.  How  is  it  in  relation  to  the  other  buildings  7 — ^A.  The  ship-house  was  not  completed. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  property  was  strewn  around  here  loose  because  there 

Were  no  buildings  to  put  it  in  7 — A.  Toe  buildings  were  not  finished ;  that  is,  the  floors  in 

the  iron-plating  shop  were  not  finished.    There  is  a  concrete  pavement  in  them,  which  they 

liad  commenc^,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  toward  completion  to  enable  us  to 

put  the  material  in. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  is  going  on  now  in  this  yard  which,  in  your  judgment,  requires  the  services  of 
two  assistant  constructors  1 — A.  Nothing.  I  do  not  know  that  two  are  required  here  at  the 
Present  time.  I  was  here  alone  at  the  time  I  received  my  orders.  I  am  a  carpenter  in  the 
^avy,  receiving  no  pay  except  my  carpenter's  pay.  , 

Q.  How  much  is  that  7 — A.  $1,600  a  year. 

Q.  You  are  on  shore  receiving  sea-pay  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  on  shore  receiving  shore-duty 


Q.  Is  that  less  than  it  is  at  sea  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  $200  less,  or  $S09,  counting  rations. 

Q    How  long  is  it  since  you  were  appointed  carpenter  in  the  Navy  7 — A.  I  was  appointed 

September,  1869, 1  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  bending-machine  that  was  sold  to  the  Government 
^t  the  Charlestown  nainr-yard  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  machine,  except  the 
sinning  of  it ;'  I  ran  it  for  probably  eighteen  months. 

Q.  Where  7—  A.  In  the  Boston  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  run  it  before  it  was  put  in  the  Boston  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  that  machine  7 — A.  It  will  do  all  they  say  they  can  do ;  it 
"^ill  bend  15-inch  material. 

Q.  Without  breaking  or  injuring  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  bent  the  vellow-pine  backing  for  the 

roedo-boat  that  was  built  in  the  Boston  yard,  and  I  think  I  onlv  lost  one  stick. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  owners  of  that  machine  were  at  the  time  \t  yiqa  %oV\  \a  ^<^Qc^'^- 
vnmentf — A.  kNo,  sir ;  I  was  in  Bnzil  at  the  time  the  mach\ne  was  aoVd. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  sold  it  to  the  Government  f — A.  1  do  uot. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  what  price  the  Government  paid  for  it  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yovL  know  whether  your  brother  Oliver  had  any  interest  in  that  machine  or  not  ? — 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  for  the  advantag-e  of  the  Government  to  pay  $160,000  for  a 
machine  of  that  kind  to  put  into  its  navy-yards  t — A.  I  do. 

Q.  On  what  ^ouud  f — A.  On  the  ground  that  the  machiue  will  pay  for  itself:  say  that 
you  build  one  vessel  a  year,  or  two  vessels  a  year,  and  the  machiue  would  pay  for  itself  in 
five  or  six  years. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason,  then,  that  outside  ship-builders  have  not  adopted  and  used  it  f — A. 
At  that  price  it  is  too  expensive  for  them. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  very  best  ship-builders  in  East  Boston  and  elsewhere,  who 
have  viewed  that  machine,  consider  it  to  be  a  failure  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  any  such  remark  made  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  a  man  came  in  the  build- 
ing one  day— he  was  from  East  Boston,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  B^^ston ;  he  was  talkine  to  me 
about  a  vessel  built  out  of  bent  timber  at  East  Boston.  It  was  the  ship  New  Era ;  ne  was 
talking  to  me  about  the  vessel  straightening  out ;  the  thin^  struck  me  in  such  a  comical 
manner  that  I  began  to  question  him  as  to  how  she  was  straightening  out :  he  said  she  had 
no  sheer ;  the  vessel  never  had  any  sheer  to  speak  of,  because  my  father  does  not  believe  in 
that.  He  believes  in  putting  the  sheer  the  other  way ;  I  told  him  that  there  wa^  not  a  stick 
of  timber  in  the  vessel  in  a  fore«and-aft  position  that  was  bent  by  the  machine  :  he  saw  where 
be  had  made  the  mistake,  and  saw  that  I  was  correct.  That  is  the  only  remark  I  ever  beard 
iigainst  the  machine  while  I  was  in  Boston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a  company  organized  to  build  ships  and  to  use  this 
machine,  building  ships  out  of  straight  timber  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  a  stock  company  buila  that  ship  at  East  Boston,  where  this  machine  was  used 
to  bend  the  limber  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  but  one  ship  built  in  Boston  from  timber  bent  by  this 
machine  7 — A.  I  am  not  positive  about  that ;  it  strikes  me  that  there  was  a  tug  built  thera 
of  bent  timber. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  understand  that  this  ship,  on  account  of  her  timber  being  bent  by  thi^ 
machine,  would  leak  and  would  often  have  to  be  calked  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  about  her  rating  in  insurance  companies  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  understand  that  she  did  not  rate  A  I  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


'  Philadelphia,  April  17,  1H70. 

John  W.  Ford  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  navy-yard  of  this  city  in  any  way  T — Ansi^^*^* 
I  have  been. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  T  ~A.  Foreman  of  the  labor  in  the  construction  bureau. 

Q.  Were  you  so  employed  during  the  removal  of  the  property  from  the  navy-yaid  to  Lea^*^ 
Island  ? — A.  I  was.  ^ 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  saw  any  impropriety  or  irregularity  on  the  part  of  ^^^^^{ 
•employed  either  as  contractors  or  in  ^he  service  of  the  Government  during  tnat  perioc)  ^^^ 
time. — A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  irregularity.    My  business  was  such  that  it  required  ^^ 
my  time  to  look  after  it.     I  moved  a  great  deal  of  the  stuff  myself,  assisted  by  my  men.  ^ 

O.  Coming  down  to  the  period  of  time  that  Mr.  McKay  was  engaged  there  as  a  contract^^ 
in  the  removal  of  the  property,  and  the  time  that  the  material  was  being  removed  to  Qnee^^J^ 
street  warehouse  and  other  places  by  the  different  contractors,  state  if  you  then  saw  a<^<^ 
unlawful  removal  of  property  by  those  parties,  or  any  attempt  to  unlawfully  remove  prol^ 
erty. — A.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  know  what  was  lawful  for  them  to  remove,  and  real*^ 
do  not  know  any  unlawful  act  in  removing  property.  I  do  not  know  what  their  ord^' 
required  them  to  move. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  attempt  to  appropriate  the  property  of  the  Government  ? — A.  I  thii 
not ;  I  do  not  know  of  any.  - 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  property  that  was  said  to  have  been  moved  to  the  Queen-stre<^^ 
warehouse  which  was  afterward  claimed  by  the  Government  ? — A.  I  know  a  wagon-tir^ 
was  spoken  of.     It  was  for  a  wheel.     A  man  named  Gallagher  wanted  to  be  employed  »^     -^ 
a  teamster.    At  that  time  I  required  some  teams  for  removing  timber.    There  was  an  o\^^^ 
pair  of  wheels  which  I  had  attempted  to  get  repaired  before  we  oegan  to  move  the  yard,  bi^^ 
the  business  commenced  so  suddenly  that  I  was  unable  to  succeed.    Gallagher  failed  to  ot^' 
tain  any  wheels  outside,  and  asked  my  permission  to  use  those  wheels.     I  had  no  authority 
to  pass  anything  out  of  the  yard  myself,  but  told  him  that  I  would  see  Mr.  Hartt  about  tb^ 
matter.     I  asked  Mr.  Hartt  if  he  had  any  objections  to  Gallaghers  using  those  wheels  pr<?' 
v'lde^  he  repaired  them  bimseU.    K©  ftK\^/'^<i."    1  said  that  the  wheels  were  very  ne^^ 
repaired,  and  the  tire  had  been  \ftCi  alau^Vu^  l\i^xft,  wcAXi'j  ^^ma  xa\ax^^V^^Vi^«^a  removed  • 
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Mr.  RejDolds  was  sittiDg  there,  aod  it  was  suggested  thai  perhaps  Reynolds  had  ^ot  it  by 
mistake.  He  said,  '*  You  had  blotter  g:o  up  to  the  waruhouse  and  see  if  you  can  find  it  among' 
your  stuff/'  Reynolds  remarked,  ^'  I  do  not  know  but  what  I  have  ^ot  the  tire  among  the 
old  iron,  but  rather  than  you  should  hunt  through  my  iron  there  I  will  pay  for  a  tire."  Mr. 
Hartt  said  to  me  in  a  joking  way,  **  Go,  but  don't  look  too  closely,  or  perhaps  yon  may  see 
something  else."  I  took  that  for  an  order  to  go  rather  than  anything  else,  and  I  looked  over 
the  stuff,  but  did  not  find  the  tire.  I  asked  the  man  in  charge  there  whether  he  recollected 
the  tire  being  brought  there  among  other  old  iron.  He  said  he  thought  it  might  be  there,  but 
things  were  so  covered  up  that  there  would  be  some  trouble  in  getting  at  it.  I  found  that 
it  would  cost  more  than  it  came  to,  and  accepted  Reynolds's  offer  to  pay  for  the  tire,  which 
he  did. 

Q.  The  tire  was  paid  for  and  put  on  the  wheel  7 — A.  It  was  put  on  the  wheel,  and  paid 
for  by  Reynolds  or  some  of  that  party.  The  bill  was  made  out  to  Reynolds,  I  think,  or  to 
Seyfert  &,  McManus.    ^ 

Q.  Were  the  wheels  returned  affain  when  he  got  through  t — A.  Yes ;  we  got  them  at  League 
Island.    They  weie  brotijght  bacK  to  the  yard,  and  worked  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  yon  observe  anything  in  the  pile  to  which  you  went  after  the  tire  that  you 
thought  ought  not  to  have  been  there  ? — A.  I  did  not  examine  the  whole  pile.  It  was  a 
large  heap :  I  did  not  go  through  it,  but  looked  all  around  it  after  the  tire. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  iron  material  which  the  Government  bad  there  was  prop* 
erlj  delivered  to  its  intended  destination  ? — A.  I  know  of  notiiing  to  the  contrary.  I  know  that 
they  were  loaded  at  the  yard,  but  I  was  not  at  the  end  at  which  they  were  delivered. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  material  which  the  Government  intended  to  remove  to 
League  Islnnd  was  removed  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  to  the  contmry. 

Q.  Did  you  over  see  anything  loaded  for  League  Lsland  which  did  not  arrive  there  7 — A. 
Ko,  sir. 

At  this  point  the  chairman  directed  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  in  ail  probability  a  party  in  the  room  overhead  of  the  committee- 
Toom  was  endeavoring  to  surreptitiously  obtain  information  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  by  means  of  a  hole  bored  through  the  ceiling.  The  proprietor  was  called  upon, 
and  the  fact  stated  to  him.  Soon  afterward  he  appeared  in  the  committee*room,  escorting 
a  gentleman  named  James  S.Chambers,  who  having  been  duly  bworn,  was  examined  and 
testified  as  follows : 

The  Chairman.  State  to  the  committee  your  connection  with  this  affair  above,  and  the 
Teasons,  motives,  and  instructions  which  you  had  in  regard  to  it,  and  from  whom  you  re- 
ceived those  instructions. 

Answer.  One  day  last  week  the  proprietor  of  the  Philadelphia  Herald  and  Sunday  Press,  of 
-which  I  am  city  editor,  told  me  that  his  room  was  No.  201,  and  was  directly  over  this  com- 
mittee room,  and  said  that  if  we  could  find  a  hole  in  the  floor  and  take  up  the  board  that 
goes  over  the  gas-light,  we  could  probably  hear  what  was  going  on  in  the  committee-room, 
and  learn  about  this  investigation,  so  as  to  make  capital  for  our  paper.  He  employed  a 
party  to  come  to  the  room  and  unscrew  the  board  and  take  it  out,  and  make  a  gimlet-hole. 
He  then  sent  me  to  hear  what  I  could,  and  make  a  report  to  our  paper.  In  the  mean  time  be 
went  to  New  York,  with  his  wife.  He  stated  that  the  thing  haa  been  arranged  with  the 
proprietors  of  the  hotel ;  that  he  had  told  them  what  his  intentions  were,  and  that  they  had 
said  that  they  would  not  know  anything  about  the  matter.  In  pursuance  of  these  instruc- 
tions, I  endeavored  to  hear  what  I  could  of  the  testimony  before  your  committee. 

Q.  Have  you  been  on  such  duty  heretofore  in  the  room  above  ? — A.  I  have  not, 

Q.  Is  this  the  first  attempt  you  have  made  upon  this  committee-room  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  the  plank  removed  from  the  room  above? — A.  I  believe  yesterday.  Mr. 
Smithe,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  paper,  together  with  his  wife,  went  away  at  7.30  yester- 
day morning. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  employ  of  anybody  else  than  the  proprietor  of  this  paper  ? — A.  No, 
sir;  no  one  Knew  of  it  except  the  proprietor,  the  managing  editor,  and  another  reporter 
who  was  to  relieve  me  after  a  while. 

Q.  Who  was  that  reporter? — A.  Mr.  Hudson,  who  is  also  reporter  for  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer.  He  is  one  of  our  subeditors.  Nobody  knew  of  it  except  the  parties  that  I  have 
stated.  There  was  no  money  motive.  It  was  simply  to  make  capital  for  the  paper.  The  plan 
was,  after  we  had  secured  one  edition,  that  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  hotel  should  come  and 
catch  us.  But  the  man  who  caught  me  was  not  the  man  with  whom  that  affair  was  arranged. 
The  plan  was  that  he  should  catch  us,  and  that  the  thing  should  be  sent  all  over  the  coun- 
try by  the  American  Press  Association,  so  as  to  make  a  big  splurgy  for  the  paper.  It  was 
arranged  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  wav  that  the  Tribune  man  obtained  the  treaty  with 
England  at  Washington.  They  secured  a  big  advertisement  from  that ;  and  Mr.  Smithe,  I 
suppose,  thought  that  it  was  a  good  way  to  advertise  his  paper,  and  consequently  attempted 
the  same  thing. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Were  you  satisfied  that  your  arrangements  were  perfect,  bo  iYi«lI  yoxi  c.oxj\^  oXsNaLwiXTi- 
formation  from  this  room  f — A.  No,  bit  ;  they  were  not  quite  netV^c-V..    1  <!.o\j\^\ift»x  '^«ti 

mue. 
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Q.  Has  anybody  else  made  use  of  that  hole  besides  you  this  morning  7 — A.  No,  sir.  Mr. 
Smithe  and  his  wife  have  heretofore  occupied  the  room. 

Q.  How  long  has  Mr.  Smithe  occupied  it? — A.  He  has  regular  board  and  residence  here, 
and  has  had  ever  since  his  marriage,  last  October  or  November. 

Q.  Then  it  is  accidental  that  he  happened  to  occupy  this  room  above  the  committee  t— A. 
Yob. 

Q.  But  do  yon  know  whether  the  committee  was  accidentally  assigned  to  this  room  f — A. 
I  know  nothing  about  that.  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  this  room  until  you  had  been  here 
three  or  four  days. 

Q.  Yon  visited  us,  I  believe,  on  Sunday  morning,  for  a  few  minutes  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  called  upon  us  also  last  evening  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  exactly  where  vou  desired  to  locate  that  hole  T 
— A.  No,  sir.  When  I  called  upon  you  before  it  was  for  toe  purpose  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion about  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard.  I  wanted  to  apprise  our  people  in  New  York  of  the 
probable  date  of  your  departure  for  that  city.  So  far  as  being  interested  with  any  one  at  all, 
except  the  proprietor  of  our  paper,  I  am  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  arrangement  by  which  the  information  obtained  was  to  be  paid  for  by 
other  parties  besides  those  you  have  mentioned  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  none  except  the  Philadel- 
phia Herald.  We  were  not  to  let  other  papers  know  where  we  got  our  testimonj,  for  the 
reason  that  we  only  wanted  to  issue  one  edition,  so  as  to  excite  curiosity.  The  thing  was 
then  to  be  exposed.    That  was  the  only  idea — to  obtain  a  big  advertisement  for  our  paper. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  No  individual  connected  with  the  Navy  service  was  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  labors 
in  any  way  7 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  one.  I  know  nobody  in  the  naval  service,  except  Hartt^  and 
he  won't  speak  to  me.  He  got  very  angry  when  I  asked  him  the  other  day  if  he  had  been 
before  the  committee.  I  had  known  him  for  a  long  while  before  that,  especially  during  the 
Cuban  troubles.  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Smithe  to  be  sure  and  tell  the  clerk  to  let  me 
go  into  that  room. 

Q.  Which  of  the  proprietors  was  it  that  was  consulted  by  Mr.  Smithe  about  this  mat- 
ter!— ^A.  Mr.  Vosburg. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

mat- 
ter' 


By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  either  of  the  other  proprietors  about  this 
r?— A.  No,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  20,  1876. 
William  D.  Middleton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  navy -yard  f — Answer.  Inspector  and  receiver 
of  iron. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  t — ^A.  About  nine  months. 

Q.  Were  you  inspector  and  receiver  of  iron  at  the  yard  in  Philadelphia  daring  the  time  the 
material  was  being  removed  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  vou  have  charge  of  the  iron  which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  McKay  to  be  shipped  to 
League  Island  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  also  of  the  iron  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Reynolds  to  be  sent  to  McManus  ? — ^A. 
I  can  probably  explain  that  in  a  few  words.  The  second  day  that  they  commenced  to  move 
the  yard  I  was  transferred  to  the  island  from  the  yard  at  Philadelphia.  I  was  not  there  dar- 
ing the  removal  after  the  first  day.  I  was  transferred  to  League  Island  on  the  morning  of 
the  second  day,  and  I  have  been  at  League  Island  ever  since. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  assistant  then  at  the  old  Philadelphia  yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  leave  in  charge  of  the  yard  t — A.  Mr.  Mckay's  men  had  full  charge  at 
that  time. 

Q.  What  officer  of  the  GU)vemment  was  in  charge  7 — A.  No  one.    I  was  simply  ordered 
to  report  there,  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  any  iron  to  McKay  before  you  left  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  came  there  and. 
said  that  he  had  that  iron  to  remove.     He  came  with  his  teams  and  commenced  to  take  iV 
out  of  the  ruins.    I  saw  Mr.  Hoover  and  asked  him  if  it  was  correct.     He  said  it  was.    Hr 
Hoover  was  then  the  assistant  constructor  in  charge.    I  believe  at  that  time  Mr.  Hartt  wa 
about 

Q.  So  far  as  you  saw  iron  removed,  where  was  it  carrried  to  7— A.  It  was  delivered  dov 
at  the  wharf  On  the  boats. 

Q.  Did  it  afterward  come  to  League  Island  ? — ^A.  I  suppose  the  same  iron  came  ^ 
League  Island.  There  is  iron  on  League  Island  of  the  same  description.  As  far  as  ^^jit 
knowledge  goes  the  same  iron  did  come. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  o\d  ftCTa.p-\ioTx  b^m^  delivered  to  McKay  or  Reynolds  7 — '^^^.  1 
flaw  Mr.  Reynolds^s  wagons  YiauWn^  «ct«i^,  V\^\iQ  <:^^^^  qI^^n..  Vv.  did  not  come  'vs^^z^^et 
my  coDtrol  at  all. 


PHILADELPHIA  NAVY- YARD.  Ill 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  aaj  new  bar-iron  was  delivered  to  Reynolds  t — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Was  there  daring  the  day  you  were  there? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  was  all  the  new  bar*iron  which  was  in  your  charge  at  the  navy-yard 
delivered  here  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  looked  it  over  at  League  Island  f — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Are  you  now  overhauling  it  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  in  order  ?— A.  Yes  ;  we  are 
racking  and  weighing  it. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  weighed  ? — A.  I  should  judge  about  25  tons. 

Q.  You  find  great  confusion  here  at  League  Island,  don*t  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  not  the  different  sizes  mixed  together  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  in  that  condition  at  the  old  navy -yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  in  racks,  each  size 
being  kept  separate. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  that  after  you  left,  on  the  second  morning  of  the  removal,  the  iron 
was  all  turned  over  to  McKay  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  the  order  of  Mr.  Hoover  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  Mr.  McKay  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  or  Seyfert  <&  Mc- 
Manus,  removed  iron  by  night  to  the  boats  from  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  say  posi- 
tively about  that.    My  information  is  only  hearsay. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  both  hauled  from  the  same  racks  and  the  same  binsf 
Whether  one  team  went  to  the  boats  going  to  League  Island  and  the  other  to  a  barge  to  be 
loaded  tor  Queen-street  wharf  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  has  been  bar  and  bolt  iron  in  a  large  quantity,  suitable 
for  the  construction  of  ships,  shipped  on  board  of  barges,  which  went  over  to  the  Queen- 
street  wharf  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  that  stated  ? — A.  I  have  heard  it  stated. 

Q.  You  say,  however,  that  you  think  there  is  as  much  iron  at  the  League  Island  yard, 
suitable  for  the  construction  of  ships,  as  you  had  at  the  old  yard  ? — A.  As  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge goes. 

Q.  How  can  you  give  your  knowledge  in  relation  to  iron  which  is  covered  up  in  piles  7 
— A.  Only  b^  looking  at  the  piles. 

Q.  When  it  was  at  the  old  yard  it  was  put  up  in  regular  racks,  wasn't  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  had  charge  of  that  iron  when  you  left  up  there  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  sent  here  to  League  Island  for  ? — A.  My  orders  were  to  report  here 
and  take  charge  of  the  iron  and  keep  it  as  straight  as  possible.  It  was  impossible  for  me 
to  do  anything  of  that  kind,  with  the  people  I  nad  to  deal  with  here.  My  orders  were  to 
keep  snch  iron  as  was  liable  to  damage  by  water  inside  of  the  fngate-house,  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  Have  you  had  an  assistant  inspector  with  you  since  you  have  been  here  at  League 
Island  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  men  have  you  had  with  you  working  since  you  have  been  here  7 — A. 
Sometimes  I  would  have  two  or  three,  and  sometimes  none.  It  was  only  by  chance  that  I 
could  get  hold  of  men. 

Q.  How  many  days*  work  do  you  think  you  have  expended  on  the  iron  which  is  now  on 
the  island  since  it  has  been  landed ;  I  mean  you  and  the  two,  three,  or  four  men  whom  you 
have  had  employed  at  different  times  f— A.  I  am  satisfied  that  twenty  days  would  cover  all 
the  time  that  I  have  had  men  under  my  charge  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  exact  time  by  reference  to  any  of  your  records  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have 
no  account  of  the  men  who  were  under  my  charge.  I  would  get  them  from  the  foreman- 
laborer.  He  reports  and  has  charge  of  them.  Sometimes  he  will  send  them  to  me,  and  I 
will  have  them,  probably,  for  a  half  a  day  or  a  whole  day,  and  the  next  day  I  will  be  unable 
to  obtain  their  service. 

Q.  The  coa<itructor  of  the  old  yard  knew  perfectly  well  that  that  iron  could  only  be 
brought  down  here  and  thrown  off  in  piles.  Don't  you  think  it  would  have  been  a  great 
deal  better  for  vou  to  have  remained  there  and  seen  to  your  iron  being  put  aboard  the 
barges  f — A.  That  was  my  wish. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  would  have  been  for  the  interest  of  the  QovemmentT — ^A.  I  do.  • 

Q.  Whom  did  you  receive  your  orders  from  to  come  here  to  League  Island  f — ^A.  From 
Mr.  Hoover. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  yon  removed  to  League  Island  from  the  duties  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  for 
^ny  improper  or  illegal  purpose  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  personally. 

Q.  Have  ^ou  no  knowleoge  or  information  in  your  possession — and  if  you  speak  upon  in- 
:f  ormation  give  the  source  thereof  to  the  committee — showing  for  what  purpose  you  were  or- 
dered away  from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  Lei^ue  £land  navy-yard  7 — A.  I  do  not 
^khow  of  anv^other  reason  except  that  it  was  to  look  uner  the  iron.  According  to  the  in- 
^tractions  tnat  I  received  from  Mr.  Hoover,  I  was  to  report  there  and  take  c>\\«x^<^q^\X. 

Q.  Were  other  parties  competent  to  perform  the  duties  at  iViiB  yard  \tx  yoxxx  ^t^\iOii  q\^^ 
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service  ? — A.  At  tbat  time  I  think  we  had  but  one  man  down  here  from  that  department. 
There  was  an  assistant  receiver  of  stores  down  at  League  Island,  but  be  was  looking  after 
the  store  goo'l".     He  is  now  my  assistant. 

Q.  Was  anybody  put  in  your  place  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  when  you  were  re- 
moved ? — A.  No.  sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Are  you  a  blacksojith  by  trade  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a  competent  ju'lge  of  iron  f — A.  Yes ;  I  think  so.  I  worked 
twelve  years  in  a  rolling-mill  manufacturing  iron. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  the  need  of  an  assiptant  to  yourself  in  the  League  Island  yard. 
— A.  At  the  prt'sent  time  there  is  need  of  one  ;  if  we  have  sufficient  men  to  work  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  one  man  to  wei(;h  and  another  to  sort  out.  It  is  yerj  tedious  work.  Yoa 
have  to  calibre  and  measure  every  bar.  There  is  iron  which  runs  to  f^g  difference.  It  re- 
quires a  person  who  understands  th«^  gauging  of  iron  to  keep  the  sizes. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  an  assistant  at  the  old  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  JprilHO,  \^S, 
William  C.  Besselievre  sworn  and  examined. 

Bv  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  capacity  are  you  employed  in  the  navy-yard  at  this  point  ? — Answer. 
As  chief  clerk  of  the  coustructidn  department. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  so  employed  ? — A.  Since  May  8,  1873. 

Q.  Under  wnat  constructors  have  you  served  within  the  last  two  years  1 — A.  Mr.  Hartt 
and  Mr.  Hichborn.  > 

Q.  Do  you  know  bow  much  iron  has  been  passed  out  of  the  yard  f — A.  Not  to  a  certainty. 
I  have  t^e  aggregate  amount ;  it  is  over  4,000,000  pounds. 

Q.  To  whom  has  this  iron  been  sentf — A.  To  various  parties  ;  Pennock  &  Co.;  Seyfert, 
McManus  &  Co.;  John  Noblit,' jr.,  and  John  Roach. 

Q.  By  what  authority  has  it  been  sent  out? — A.  Principally  by  orders  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  compensation  the  Government  has  received  for  it  f — A.  Different 
rates  ;  one  established  rate  was  three  tons  of  old  for  one  ton  of  new ;  another  rale  was  If 
cents  per  pound  to  be  paid  for  in  new  iron.  The  old  iron  was  to  be  taken  at  If  cents  per 
pound,  to  be  rated  in  new  iron  at  8  cents  per  pound. 

Q.  Has  the  name  of  the  iron  on  the  books  been  changed  from  cast  to  wrought  iron  at  any 
time  T — A.  There  was  one  item,  aggregating  something,  I  think,  like  119,000  pounds,  which 
I  noticed,  which  was  changed  from  cast  to  wrought  iron. 

Q.  For  what  reason  was  that  done? — A.  I  do  not  know,  unless  it  was  done  to  faciUtate 
the  making  of  accounts,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Was  there  any  advantage  or  loss  to  the  Government  by  that  transaction? — A.  I  think 
not. 

Q.  What  agency  has  Mr.  Steele  had  in  regard  to  it  ? — A.  None  that  I  am  aware  of,  un- 
less it  was  an  outside  agency.  I  know  oi  his  applying  for  a  statement  of  the  weights  and 
quantities  furnished,  but  as  to  being  personally  present  attending  to  the  delivery  of  it,  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  I  have  no  knowledge. 

Q.  Ib  making  his  application  for  the  weight  of  it,  did  he  do  so  for  or  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  or  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  contractors  ? — A.  I  healrd  him  ask  the  question  of 
the  naval  constructor,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  constructor,  in  his  presence,  to  have  a 
statement  prepared  showing  the  gross  amount  which  had  been  taken  by  each  party.  Pre- 
vious to  that  I  have  no  knowledge  of  his  having  been  interested  at  all  in  the  transfer  of  the 
iron,  except  in  so  far  as  applies  to  work  being  done  at  other  yards  in  the  repairs  of  moni-^ 
tors,  &.C.  There  we  have  had  direct  orders  to  give  Mr.  Steele  certain  kinds  of  iron  for  special 
purposes. 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  Mr.  Steel's  having  an  interest  in  it,  what  kind  of  an  interest  do  yoa 
mean,  personal  or  official  ? — A.  I  mean  as  an  agent. 

Q.  As  an  agent  on  behalf  of  the  contractor  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  would  state  that  he  came  to 
get  a  statement  of  the  gross  amount  furnished  each  party  outside. 

Q.  At  the  time  the  iron  was  delivered  to  these  parties,  did  not  a  statement  accompany  it  ? — 
A.  There  had  been  a  slip  furnished  of  each  load  going  out,  or  something  of  that  Kind. 

Q.  Of  course  the  Government  has,  I  take  it,  had  k  knowledge  of  the  weight  of  iron  as  it 
passed  to  the  contractors ;  but  what  evidence  of  the  amount  did  the  contractors  have  t — 
A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  famish  them  that  statement  of  the  weights  7 — A.  I  did  not  antil  it  was  fur- 
nished in  gross.    That  was  all  the  part  I  took  in  famishing  any  such  evidenc^. 

Q.  What  was  the  contract  or  agreement  between  Noblit  &  Brown  and  the  (ioTemment,  or 
between  J.  Noblit  and  the  QoveTmn^iiVt \\i  i^W\Q\i  l^  vtqu  received  by  them? — A.  John 
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Noblit  was  to  take  oul  a  certain  amonnt  of  old  scrap-iroo,  including,  I  think,  an  old  steam- 
hammer,  as  old  iron,  and,  I  think,  his  price — although  I  am  not  positive,  and  cannot  be 
without  reference  to  the  record — was  1^  cents  a  pound.  That  iron  was  delivered  to  him 
under  that  order.    Further  than  that  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  about  what  quantity  that  was  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  quantity 
of  iron,  but  I  think  the  money  value  was  somewhere  about  $2,000. 

Q.  Did  he  not  pay  for  it  in  paint-bmshes  and  such  like  material  ? — A.  He  put  in  a  lot  of 
miscellaneous  material  afterward,  for  which  there  was  no  regular  account  kept.  Some  few 
of  the  bills  passed  through  my  hands.  That  was  handed  to  the  party  who  kept  that  account. 
It  was  not  kept  by*  me.  It  was  kept  by  one  of  my  subordinates,  a  writer  in  the  office,  under 
the  direction  of  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  of  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  that  account? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Has  the  construction  office  here  made  any  extensive  purchases  by  what  is  known  as 
the  open-purchase  system,  or  open  requisitions,  within  the  time  you  have  been  acting  as  chief 
<:lerk  or  as  clerk  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  some  heavy  open  purchases  of  timber. 

Q.  Who  are  the  principal  parties  delivering  timber? — A.  S.  P.  Brown,  Hatch,  Lond  & 
Co.,  and  Bigler,  of  New  York,  so  far  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Who  has  furnished  miscellaneous  articles  under  open  purchases  ?— A.  In  mlscellane- 
oas  items  we  have  not  done  much  in  the  way  of  open  purchase  for  the  past  two  or  three 
years.    There  were  some  purchases  previous  to  that  time. 

Q.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  or  four  or  five  years  have  not  large  amounts  been  pur- 
chased from  Messrs.  Noblit,  or  from  Noblit  &  Brown,  or  Noblit  &  Co.  ?— A.  Within  the  past 
three  or  four  years  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  any  very  h^avv  purchases  from  Noblit  & 
Brown.  At  least  I  cannot  remember  of  any  at  present,  although  we  have  made  purchases 
from  them.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  wdi  further  back  than  that  that  we  did  any  heavy  buying 
from  them. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  large  or  small  number  of  men  taken  9n  in  the  construction  bureau 
by  order  of  the  chief  at  this  place? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  a  tabular  statement  day  before 

Sesterday  for  the  information  of  the  committee,  and,  I  think,  from  September,  1872,  until 
ovember,  1875,  the  aggregate  of  persons  employed  by  the  chief  and  the  Secretary  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  500. 

Q.  A  number  of  them,  under  the  orders  received  by  you,  are  to  be  retained  by  you  until 
their  discharge  is  specially  brought  to  your  notice  and  to  the  notice  either  of  the  chief  of 
the  bureau  or  of  the  Secretary  t — A.  Yes ;  we  have  had  such  orders. 

Q.  You  have  been  connected  with  the  bureau  of  construction.  Do  you  know  any  in^ 
stances  in  which  men  have  been  employed  whose  services  were  not  really  required  by  the 
wants  of  the  department  here  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  no  cases  that  I  can  call  to  mind. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  men  being  mustered  who  did  not  perform  service? — 
A.  No.  sir;  x\o  such  instances  have  been  called  to  my 'attention. 

Q.  Have  you  not  had  an  unnecessary  number  of  inspectors  in  that  brand;  of  the  serv- 
ice t — A.  That  would  depend.  My  opinion  on  that  subject,  in  fact,  would  not  amount  to 
much,  as  I  am  very  rarely  outside  of  my  office.  My  duties  are  all  performed  there.  What 
might  appear  to  me  as  unnecessary,  might,  by  my  superiors,  be  considered  absolutely  neces- 
sary, for  some  special  reason  known  to  them. 

Q.  You  have  been  paying  a  man  here  "  in  charge  of  saw-mill,'*  have  you  not? — A.  We 
have  had  a  man  *'  in  charge  of  saw-mill "  since  moving  to  this  yard,  although  we  have  had 
no  saw-mill.  His  argument  was  that  his  machinery  and  everything  of  that  kind  was  here, 
and  would  go  to  ruin  unless  some  one  qualified  was  present  to  look  after  it.  Such  reasons 
as  those  wouldre  move  any  objections  I  might  present,  even  it  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  unlawful  removal  or  appropriation  of  any  of  the  public  prop- 
erty  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  duty  during  the  removal  of  the  stores  and  material  from  the  navy- 
yai^at  Philadelphia? — A.  In  the  constructor's  office  in  the  navy -yard. 

Q.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  overlook  and  superintend  the  removal  of  construction  stores  and 
material  from  the  navy -yard  ? — A.  It  was  principally  under  the  constructor  himself  and  his 
assistant,  Mr.  Hoover. 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  orders  were  given,  either  by  Hartt  or  Hoover,  to  the 
wat<;hmen,  or  employes,  or  other  persons  under  them,  to  guard  and  protect  the  interests  of 
the  Government  ? — A.  I  know  of  no  written  orders  to  that  effect.  There  was  nothing  but 
g'eneral  yard  regulations  observed,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  orders  were  given  to  the  superintendent  as  to  the  weighing 
and  separating  of  the  property  that  was  contracted  for  with  parties  who  had  purchased  it — 
I  mean  separation  from  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  ? — A.'  There  was  a  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Curry  whom  we  have  eftiployed  as  receiver  and  examiner,  who  was  directed  to 
attend  to  the  weighing  and  delivering  ot  the  iron.  We  required  him  to  make  a  statement 
to  me  every  morning  of  the  iron  which  passed  out  the  day  previous.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  one  else  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the  delivery  of  that  iron. 

Q.  Did  he  attend  to  his  duty  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  make  daily  reports  ? — A.   Yes. 
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service  ?— A.  At  tbat  time  I  think  we  bad  but  one  man  down  her  -*^y®J  ^~^-  ^^^^^^ 
There  was  an  assistant  receiver  of  stores  down  at  League  Islan*^  ^  of  the  moDth,  bewu 
the  store  goo^l-.     He  is  now  my  assistant.  ;4though  I  have  not  seen 

Q.  Was  anybody  put  in  vour  place  at  the  Philadelphia  •  eigbers  for  all  iron  taken 

moved  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge.  -"^^  those  sworn  certificatea, 

Q.  Are  jon  a  blacksuiith  by  trade  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a  competent  ju'lge  of  i'  tj^ny  deposited,  would  younot?- 
twelve  years  in  a  rolling-mill  manufacturing  iron.  ^["  t"®  other  papers.    1  have  not 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  tlie  need  of  an  assiptar  f  ^"at  they  are  among  my  papers.  I 
—A.  At  the  pr.^8ent  time  there  is  need  of  one ;  if  -  ^^  ^^J^^K  to  find  them,  and  have  as  yet 
eary  to  have  one  man  to  weigh  and  auother  to  .  .    «» . 

have  to  calibre  and  measure  every  bar.     The         |^id  receive  them  or  not  ?--A.  This  young 
quires  a  person  who  understands  tho  gang'        -i  charge  of  the  iron  account  by  the  constmei- 
Q.  Did  yun  have  an  assistant  at  the  ol''       ^'^^,  P^  ^as  among  those  who  were  sent  away, 

jave  his  reports  m  bulk.     I  would  stamp  them  id 
^,at  in  his  regular  record,  and  they  are  on  file  with  me. 
through  my  hands  to  him,  but  I  have  not  as  yet  seen 
Jpers  which  he  handed  back  to  me. 
^  -^  tiiat  purpo^  1 — A.  When  the  delivery  of  iron  first  com- 
. ^^j  that  1  was  entirely  too  busy  and  had  too  much  to  do,  and 
William  C.  Besselievr      ";;'/ifWud  to  that  duty  in  the  office.    His  name  was  Baker. 
-,    .,     ^  ';J/ed  Baker  for  that  purpose? — A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman      .^^^  jjje  city  of  Philadelphia  f-A.  I  think  he  was. 
Question.  In  what  cr      v"^ 
As  chief  clerk  of  the  r    y  ^, 
Q.  How  long  ha^    i'  I'^^f  continued  to  give  his  morning  reports  of  the  iron  taken  oat  with- 
Q.  Under  wha>    ,,  O*'!*'^^  ^®re  removed  f— A.  No,  sir. 
and  Mr.  Hichbo-      iv^Vhich  he  had  performed  was  then  transferred  to  Baker,  was  it?-A. 
Q.  Do  you  '     ;  ^^^^  fjje  duty  and  Baker  kept  the  account.    The  papers  as  they  came  in 
I  have  the  a*^      *''^'^'^^y  ™c  a°^  handed  to  Mr.  Baker  for  record. 

Q.  To  w»      V/^i^Wd  the  duty  ?— A.  Yes. 
McManus      y/r^f^  the  papers  to  you,  and  you  passed  them  to  Baker,  who  was  acting  as  your 

Q-  By     ;;;|>>. 

partmer    ^^^„,„j,an  : 

rates  ^'\oVi  on  duty  at  night  during  the  removal  of  thi-*  property  ? — A.  Xo,8ir.    I  may 

cent  ,  /'"'^ere  some  evenings  until  six  or  seven  o'clock.    That  fiequently  happens  to  me. 

poi  »i^t»'«5  '^^'^y  *P*t  ^  ^*^®  ^^®  whole  office-force  around  him  and  keep  them  going. 

i^'^fon  know  whether  Mr.  Curry  was  on  duty  at  night  ?— A.  No,  sir;  1  think  not   I 
t*  ^  ^iok  he  performed  any  night-duty. 

^i^P(,you  know  anv  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  receiving  any  presents,  gift*' 
^n'^rds  of  any  kind  or  description,  from  parties  who  were  dealing  with  the  GoverniD*^^ 
orjj^jractors  or  deliverers  of  property  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 
^Q  Do  you  know  of  any  fraud,  or  wrong,  or. theft  perpetrated  on  the  Department  by  »^J 
y/— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  that  the  Government  gave  gross  tons  for  net  tons  when  it^^^ 
^ftdft  the  exchange  of  iron  ?— A.  The  orders  read,  as  I  have  stated,  three  tons  of  old  ^  ^^ 
ooe  ton  of  new. 

Q.  Was  the  old  iron  gross  weight  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say.  I  did  not  have  control^  ? 
the  weighing,  and  had  no  cognizance  of  it  whatever.  They  reported  so  many  pounds  ^ 
their  morning  reports ;  they  would  say  so  many  thousand  pounds.    It  was  not  stated  as  to^^ 

Q.  Was  that  before  the  scales  were  removea  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  received  the  new  iron  for  the  construction  department  here  which  you  w^" 
to  receive? — A.  Yes;  some  of  it.     Some  of  it  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  at  Harlan     j^ 
Hollingsworth's,  at  Wilmington,  for  the  construction  of  the  new  iron  sloops.    Some  of  t  ^ 
new  iron  was  to  be  delivered  at  this  yard,  and  another  portion  of  it  was  to  be  delivr  "^^ 
there. 

Q.  Which  iron  went  to  Harlan  &  Hollingsworth — the  iron  wh;ch  was  sold  three  tons  f< 
one,  or  three  pounds  for  one,  or  that  which  was  sold  at  If  cents  for  old  and  received  at 
cents  for  the  new  t— A.  The  J|  and  8  cent  iron  went  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  What  kind  of  iron  is  it  for  which  the  Government  pays  8  cents  on  account  of  this  ol^' 
scrap-iron  which  is  sold  at  If  cents  f — A.  Bolt  and  bar  iron,  I  presume. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  furnished  Mr.  Steel  with  iron  and  other  material 
which  he  furnished  to  contractors  f — A.  Yes  ;  theie  was  some  furnished  under  special  or 
dera  from  the  Departmenl. 
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TToblit  was  to  take  oul  a  certain  amonntof  old  scrap-iron,  including,  I  think,  anoldsteam- 
iiammer,  as  old  iron,  and,  I  think,  his  price — although  I  am  not  positive,  and  cannot  be 
vritliout  reference  to  the  record— was  1^  cents  a  pound.  That  iron  was  delivered  to  him 
anderthat  order.    Further  than  that  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Q.  Do  jon  remember  about  what  quantity  that  was  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  quantity 
of  iron,  but  I  think  the  money  value  was  somewhere  about  $2,000. 

Q.  Did  be  not  pay  for  it  in  paint-brushes  and  such  like  material  ? — A.  He  put  in  a  lot  of 
niis<:elIaneou8  material  afterward,  for  which  there  was  no  regular  account  kept.  Some  few 
of  t^be  bills  passed  through  my  handd.  That  was  handed  to  the  party  who  kept  that  account. 
It  vras  not  kept  by  me.  It  was  kept  by  one  of  my  subordinates,  a  writer  in  the  office,  under 
the  direction  of  the  naval  constructor. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  of  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  that  account? — A.  Yes, 
81  r- 

Q.  Has  the  construction  office  here  made  any  extensive  purchases  by  what  is  known  as 
Ihe  open-parchase  system,  or  open  requisitions,  within  the  time  you  have  been  acting  as  chief 
clerk  or  as  clerk  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  have  been  some  heavy  open  purchases  of  timber. 

Q.  Who  are  the  principal  parties  delivering  timber? — A.  S.  P.  Brown,  Hatch,  Loud  Sl 
Co.,  and  Bigler,  of  New  York,  so  far  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Who  has  furnished  miscellaneous  articles  under  open  purchases? — A.  In  miscellane- 
ous items  we  have  not  done  much  in  the  way  of  open  purchase  for  the  past  two  or  three 
years.    There  were  some  purchases  previous  to  that  time. 

Q.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  or  four  or  five  years  have  not  large  amounts  been  pur- 
chased from  Messrs.  Noblit,  or  from  Noblit  &,  Brown,  or  Noblit  &  Co.  ? — A.  Within  the  past 
three  or  four  years  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  any  very  h^av  v  purchases  from  Noblit  & 
Brown.  At  least  I  cannot  remember  of  any  at  present,  although  we  have  made  purchases 
from  them.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  was  further  back  than  that  tnat  we  did  any  heavy  buying 
from  them. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  large  or  small  number  of  men  taken  9n  in  the  construction  bureau 
hj  order  of  the  cbief  at  this  place? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  a  tabular  statement  day  before 

SMterday  for  the  information  of  the  committee,  and,  I  think,  from  September,  1872,  until 
ovember,  1875,  the  aggregate  of  persons  employed  by  the  chief  and  the  Secretary  was  iu 
the  neighborhood  of  500. 

Q.  A  number  of  them,  under  the  orders  received  by  you,  are  to  be  retained  by  yon  until 
their  discharge  is  specially  brought  to  your  notice  and  to  the  notice  either  of  the  chief  of 
the  bureau  or  of  the  Secretary? — A.  Yes ;  we  have  had  such  orders. 

Q.  You  have  been  connected  with  the  bureau  of  construction.  Do  you  know  any  in- 
stances in  which  men  have  been  employed  whose  services  were  not  really  required  by  the 
^AQts  of  the  department  here  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  no  cases  that  I  can  call  to  mind. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  men  being  mustered  who  did  not  perform  service? — 
^'  No,  sir;  i^o  such  instances  have  been  called  to  my 'attention. 

Q.  Have  you  not  had  an  unnecessary  number  of  inspectors  in  that  brancl;  of  the  serv- 
ice t— A.  That  would  depend.  My  opinion  on  that  subject,  in  fact,  would  not  amount  to 
nipch,  as  I  am  very  rarely  outside  of  my  office.  My  duties  are  all  performed  there.  What 
might  appear  to  me  as  unnecessary,  might,  by  my  superiors,  be  considered  absolutely  neces- 
sary, for  some  special  reason  known  to  them. 

Q.  You  have  oeen  paying  a  man  here  "  in  charge  of  saw-mill,'*  have  you  not? — A.  We 
have  had  a  man  *'  in  charge  of  saw-mill "  ^nce  moving  to  this  yard,  although  we  have  had 
uo  saw-mill.  His  argument  was  that  his  machinery  and  everything  of  that  kind  was  here, 
and  would  go  to  ruin  unless  some  one  qualified  was  present  to  look  after  it.  Such  reasons 
as  those  wouldre  move  any  objections  I  might  present,  even  it  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  unlawful  removal  or  appropriation  of  any  of  the  public  prop- 
erty ♦— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  duty  during  the  removal  of  the  stores  and  material  from  the  navy- 
yadat  Philadelphia? — A.  In  the  constructor's  office  in  the  navy -yard. 

Q.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  overlook  and  superintend  the  removal  of  construction  stores  and 
material  from  the  navy-yard  i — A.  It  was  principally  under  the  constructor  himself  and  his 
assistant,  Mr.  Hoover. 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  orders  were  given,  either  by  Hartt  or  Hoover,  to  the 
^atchwen,  or  employes,  or  other  persons  under  them,  to  guard  and  protect  the  interests  of 
the  Government  ? — A.  I  know  of  no  written  orders  to  that  effect.  There  was  nothing  but 
general  yard  regulations  observed,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  orders  were  given  to  the  superintendent  as  to  the  weighing 
and  separating  of  the  property  that  was  contracted  for  with  parties  who  had  purchased  it — 
1  mean  separation  from  property  belonging  to  the  Unitea  States  ? — A.'  There  was  a  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Curry  whom  we  have  etoploywl  as  receiver  and  examiner,  who  was  directed  to 
attend  to  the  weighing  and  delivering  of  the  iron.  We  required  him  to  make  a  statement 
to  me  every  morning  of  the  iron  which  passed  out  the  day  previous.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  one  else  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the  delivery  of  that  iron. 

Q.  Did  he  attend  to  his  duty  1 — A.  Yes. 

^.  Did  be  make  da'iljr  repoita  ?■ — A,   Yea, 
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Q.  How  did  be  mauage  to  make  his  reports  after  the  scales  were  removed  ? — A.  Afler  that 
he  coald  not.  During  the  month  of  December,  or  a  certain  portion  of  the  month,  he  was 
unable  to  report  the  weights  taken,  and  my  understaudioe  is,  althongh  I  have  not  seen 
them,  that  sworn  certificates  were  to  be  furnished  by  outside  weighers  for  all  iron  taken 
aAer  the  removal  of  the  scales.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  those  sworn  certificates, 
although  I  have  been  informed  that  such  were  furnished. 

Q.  You  would  be  the  party  with  whom  they  should  be  properly  deposited,  would  you  not  ? — 
A.  The  sworn  certificates  would  probably  come  to  me  with  the  other  papers.  I  have  not 
had  time  to  make  a*  thorough  examination,  but  it  may  be  that  they  are  among  my  papers.  I 
have  taken  a  hasty  glance  over  them  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  find  them,  and  have  as  yet 
been  unable  to  do  so. 

Q.  What  is  your  impression,  as  to  whether  you  did  receive  them  or  not  1 — A.  This  young 
man  of  whom  I  speak  as  having  be«n  placed  in  charge  of  the  iron  account  by  the  construct- 
ors was  removed.  A  discharge  was  made,  and  he  was  among  those  who  were  sent  away, 
and  he  turned  his  papers  over  to  me.  I  have  his  reports  in  bulk.  I  would  stamp  them  in 
the  morning  and  hand  them  to  him  to  put  in  his  regular  record,  and  thev  are  on  file  with  me. 
Those  papers  should  have  passed  through  my  hands  to  him,  but  I  have  not  as  yet  seen 
them.    Tney  may  be  among  the  papers  which  he  handed  back  to  me. 

Q.  When  was  he  designated  for  that  purpo^  f — A.  When  the  delivery  of  iron  first  com- 
menced the  naval  constructor  said  that  I  was  entirely  too  busy  and  had  too  much  to  do,  and 
that  he  would  delegate  him  to  attend  to  that  duty  in  the  office.    His  name  was  Baker. 

Q.  Mr.  Hartt,  then,  designated  Baker  for  that  purpose  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Baker  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  f  ~A.  I  think  he  was. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  whether  Curry  continued  to  give  his  morning  reports  of  the  iron  taken  out  with- 
out weights  after  the  scales  were  removed  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  duty  which  he  bad  performed  was  then  transferred  to  Baker,  was  it  ?— A. 
No,  sir ;  he  performed  the  duty  and  Baker  kept  the  account.  The  papers  as  they  came  in 
were  simply  stamped  by  me  and  handed  to  Mr.  Baker  for  record. 

Q.  Curry  performed  the  duty  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  handed  the  papers  to  you,  and  you  passed  them  to  Baker,  who  was  acting  as  your 
assistant  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  at  night  during  the  removal  of  this  property  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  may 
have  been  there  some  evenings  until  six  or  seven  o'clock.  That  fiequently  happens  to  me. 
Hartt — he  was  very  apt  to  have  his  whole  office-force  around  him  and  keep  them  going. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Curry  was  on  duty  at  night?— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not  I 
do  not  think  he  performed  any  night-duty. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anv  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  receiving  any  presents,  gifts, 
or  rewards  of  any  kind  or  description,  from  parties  who  were  dealing  with  the  Government 
as  contractors  or  deliverers  of  property  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  fraud,  or  wrong,  or. theft  perpetrated  on  the  Department  by  any 
one? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  that  the  Government  gave  gross  tons  for  net  tons  when  they 
madft  the  exchange  of  iron  f — A.  The  orders  read,  as  I  have  stated,  three  tons  of  old  fur 
one  ton  of  new. 

Q.  Was  the  old  iron  gross  weight  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say.  I  did  not  have  control  of 
the  weighing,  and  had  no  cognizance  of  it  whatever.  They  reported  so  many  pounds  in 
their  morning  reports ;  they  would  say  so  many  thousand  pounds.    It  was  not  stated  as  toes. 

Q.  Was  that  before  the  scales  were  removea  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  received  the  new  iron  for  the  construction  department  here  whichyon  were 
to  receive  ? — A.  Yes ;  some  of  it.     Some  of  it  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  at  Harlan  & 
HoUingsworth's,  at  Wilmington,  for  the  construction  of  the  new  iron  sloops.    Some  of  tie 
new  iron  was  to  be  delivered  at  this  yard,  and  another  portion  of  it  was  to  be  delivered 
there. 

Q.  Which  iron  went  to  Harlan  &  HoUingsworth — the  iron  which  was  sold  three  tons  for 
one,  or  three  pounds  for  one,  or  that  which  was  sold  at  If  cents  for  old  and  received  at  8 
cents  for  the  new  ? — A,  The  Jf  and  8  cent  iron  went  to  them. 
By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  What  kind  of  iron  is  it  for  which  the  Government  pays  8  cents  on  account  of  this  old 
scrap-iron  which  is  sold  at  If  cents  f — A.  Bolt  and  bar  iron,  I  presume. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  furnished  Mr.  Steel  with  iron  and  other  material 
which  he  furnished  to  contractors  * — A.  Yes  ;  theie  was  some  furnished  under  special  or 
deT8  from  the  Deparlmenl, 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  that  you  presume  that  that  received  by  the  Government  in  exchange  for  the 
scrap-iron  sold  at  1^  was  bolt  and  bar  iron.  Do  you  not  know  the  fact  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  of 
my  own  positive  knowledge,  but  I  believe  that  to  be  the  case.  The  most  of  the  iron  deliv- 
ered was  bolt  and  bar  iron  that  was  delivered  at  Scents  a  pound. 

Q.  How  long  since  was  any  of  that  delivered  here  f — A.  The  last,  I  think,  was  delivered 
in  October. 

Q.  When  was  the  last  sent  away  at  If  cents  t — A.  It  is  hard  to  say  how  they  took  that 
iron,  there  have  been  so  many  orders  on  the  subject.  One  of  them  I  notice  reads,  * '  At  the 
satne  rates  as  those  hitherto  furnished/'  Now^,  there  being  two  rates,  it  is  hard  to  tell  which 
of  those  rates  they  mean. 

Q.  Cannot  you  tell  when  they  sold  any  iron  at  i  J  cents  ? — A.  I  can  tell  by  reference  to 
the  orders.     Mr.  Steel  was  superint«ndent  for  repairs  of  monitors,  and  there  were  orders  for  ' 
him  to  have  certain  material  for  the  repairs  of  certain  monitors.     Under  these  orders  he 
took  away  certain  sizes  ot  iron  and  other  material  which  were  necessary  to  make  the  repairs 
of  these  vessels. 


Philadelphia,  J;»riZ  20,  1876. 
William  A.  Agsew  sworn  and  examned.j 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  in  the  yard  .' — Answer.  I  am  a  writer  in  the  steam-an- 
g^ineering  bureau. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  property 
from  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  here  at  League  Island  receiving  it  as  it  came  down. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  removal  of  the  property  there  from  your  own  knowl- 
edge f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  only  stationed  here  at  League  Island  to  show  them  where  to 
place  articles  as  they  came  down. 

Q.  Did  you  go  from  there  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  property  in  the  steam-engineering  department  when  you 
were  there  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  sold  at  auction  from  your  department  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was 
not  there  at  the  time ;  I  was  at  the  island.   All  that  was  sold  after  we  commenced  removing. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  record  of  the  sale  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  seen  part  of  it,  but 
not  all  of  it — all  that  was  done  at  the  other  yard  while  we  were  moving. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  property  that  was  sold  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  good,  bad,  or  inditjferent  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  might  have 
seen  it,  but  I  did  not  see  it  at  the  sale,  or  do  not  remember  it.  I  believe  all  the  old  stuff  was 
sold,  but  what  it  was  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  there  not  stuff  sold  which  had  never  been  used  f  I  refer  to  iron'material  of  vari- 
ous kinds. — A.  Nothing  that  I  can  call  to  memory,  unless  it  was  some  portion  of  the  Shack- 
amaxon's  machinery,  which  I  believe  had  been  used. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  iron  boiler-tubes  being  sold  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  committed  at  that  time  \ — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Q,  Do  you  of  any  abuses  of  property  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  property  all  receivea  here  in  your  department  in  good  condition  ? — A.  In  very 
good  condition,  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  removal. 

Q.  Is  your  property  now  stored  away  in  good  order  and  condition  ? — A.  It  is  not  in  good 
order,  that  is,  the  tools  are  not,  but  they  are  in  good  condition. 

Q.  Where  are  they  f — A.  A  portion  of  them  are  up  in  the  shed  and  another  portion  are  in 
the  Antietam's  old  machinery-shed ;   all  the  tools  of  the  shops  are  stored  there. 

Q.  Are  they  mixed  up  with  your  iron  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  iron  is  in  another  shed  entirely  ; 
all  that  is  in  that  shed  is  ship-tools,  such  as  are  used  in  the  machine-shop,  foundery,  and  boiler- 
shop. 

Q.  Have  you  any  inspector  in  your  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  Chief  Engineer  Dungan 
inspects  all  the  articles. 

Q.  What  other  duties  does  he  perform  ? — A.  He  has  charge  of  the  stores  of  steam-engin- 
eering. 

Q.  What  are  your  stores  7 — A.  Metals  ;  all  stores  that  pertain  to  engines,  to  repairing  of 
engines  and  boilers,  and  the  fitting  out  of  ships. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  inspectors  besides  those  who  are  commissioned  ofl[\cers? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  bad  none  ? — A.  No,  sir;  commissioned  officers  always  inspect  the  stores  for 
Our  department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  .person  in  the  naval  service  ever  receiving  any  gifts  or  presents 
^»oua  anybody  who  was  dealing  with  the  department  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 
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Philadelphia,  Apnl  18,  1876. 

Charles  H.  Gray  sworn  anJ  examined. 

By  the  Chair. MAN : 

Question.  Have  you  been  connected  with  the  navy -yard  ? — A*  I  have  been  connected  with 
the  yard  as  calker. 

Q.  State  whether  you,  at  any  time,  have  seen  any  wronfif  or  fraud  done  by  any  one  at  the 
navy-yard  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  did,  and  I  have  been  there,  I  suppose,  for  eight 
or  ten  years,  off  and  on. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  unlawful  appropriation  or  unlawful  removal  of  property  belonging 
to  the  Government  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  known  of  instances  where  men  who  were  not  skilled  laborers  have  been 
rated  as  skilled  mechanics  7 — A.  No,  sir.  As  to  skilled  labor,  there  are  all  sorts  of  men. 
Some  were  worth  double  what  others  were,  some  not  being  as  skilled  as  others. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  That  is,  there  are  a  great  many  grades  of  skilled  labor  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  men  are 
worth  five  times  as  much  as  others. 

Mr.  Edwin  Hartt  at  this  point  appeared  before  the  committee  and  made  the  following  state- 
ment : 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  heretofore  testified  in  effect,  I  think,  that  Mr.  Read  oflbred  me 
some  monev.  That  is  not  correct.  Mr.  Read  offered  to  make  my  daughter  a  present,  or 
intimated  that  he  wanted  to  give  her  something.  I  told  him  that  I  woula  not  submit  to  that, 
and  there  the  matter  dropped.  He  did  not  offer  me  money.  I  have  said  in  my  prior  testi- 
mony, in  so  many  words,  that  he  offered  me  money,  and  I  wanted  to  correct  that  statement. 


Philadelphia,  April  20,  1876. 
Rensselaer  W.  Dayton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  appointed  timber-inspector  in  the  State  of  Florida  ? — Answer. 
I  was. 

Q.  At  what  time  ?— A.  I  think  about  January  of  last  year. 

Q.  Have  you  held  that  position  ever  since  ? — A.  No ;  I  was  discharged.  I  suppose  I  held 
the  appointment  about  seven  months. 

Q.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ?— A.  By  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  ;  that 
is,  by  Mr.  Robeson. 

Q.  Do  you  know  upon  whose  recommendation  you  were  appointed  T — A.  It  was  done  on 
the  solicitation  of  some  of  my  uncles  and  friends.  I  had  letters  from  an  uncle,  or  two  ancles, 
I  think,  in  Camden,  and  one  from  a  cousin  in  Trenton.  I  had  letters  also,  perhaps,  from 
Mr.  Amos  Clark,  who  was  Congressman  from  our  district  at  that  time,  I  thins. 

Q  Who  were  your  uncles  who  resided  in  Camden  t — A.  James  P.  Dayton  and  Peter  L. 
Vorhees. 

Q.  Had  you  any  personal  acquaintance  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  No.  sir. 
My  uncle  was  minister  to  France  under  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration.  I  bad  no  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  During  the  time  of  the  holding  of  this  appointment  of  timber-inspector  in  Florida, 
where  did  you  reside  f — A.  Part  of  the  time  I  was  in  Jacksonville,  and  part  of  the  time  on 
Indian  River,  Hillsborough  River,  and  on  the  Halifax  River. 

Q.  You  were  then  on  duty  in  the  State  of  Florida  f — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  pay  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  happens  it  that  the  paymaster  was  directed  to  send  and  did  send  to  you  a  dr^ft 
at  Matawan,  N.  J.  7— A.  About  the  time  I  left  Jacksonville  I  directed  him  to  forward  checks 
to  my  address  at  Matawan. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  done  ?— A.  I  am  not  positive.  I  returned  from  Florida  about  the 
middle  of  April,  or  a  few  days  prior  to  that  time.  I  went  down,  perhaps,  on  the  first  of 
January.  I  left  home  probably  on  the  2d  January.  I  directed  the  paymaster  to  send  the 
checks  to  Matawan. 

Q.  After  your  return  to  Matawan  did  you  return  to  Florida  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  my  health  was 
such  that  I  did  noticnow  whether  I  would  return  or  not.  At  that  time  I  thought  something 
of  remaining  in  Florida,  and  had  it  in  view,  perhaps,  to  return.  I,  however,  did  not  return, 
but  received  some  payments.  The  papers  will  show  just  what  checks  I  receive<l  at  Mata- 
wan.    I  held  the  position  about  seven  months  or  perhaps  eight  months. 

Q,  How  many  of  the  payments  do  you  remember  to  have  been  made  to  you  at  Mata- 
wan 1 — A.  I  should  tbink  aboullVLX^e. 
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Q.  From  whom  did  you  draw  your  pay  ?— A.  The  person  from  whom  I  received  the  pay 
I  cannot  reco.llect.  He  was  afterward  removed  and  another  man  appointed.  It  was  the 
paymaster  at  Pensacola.  As  to  whether  it  was  Mr.  Carpenter  who  made  the  first  payment 
to  me  I  cannot  recollect.  I  however  received  pay  from  the  paymaster  at  Pensacola,  and  he 
Xvas  Che  one  from  whom  the  checks  first  came.  He  was  removed,  and  aft«r  that  some  other 
gentleman  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  Mr.  Hanscom,  the  chief  of  the  bureau  at  Washington,  certified 
from  Washington  that  you  were  timber-inspector,  and  directed  the  paymaster  at  Pensacola 
to  send  your  pay  to  you  at  Matawan  ? — A.  I  received  a  communication,  I  think,  from  Mr. 
Hanscom.     1  recollect  a  letter  somethine  to  the  effect  that  he  had  directed  the  payments  to 
be  made  to  me  not  at  Matawan,  but  by  the  paymaster  at  Pensacola  navy-yard. 

Q.  Did  you  thereupon  write  from  Matawan  at  the  end  of  the  month  to  the  paymaster  at 
Pensacola  to  forward  you  your  pay  to  Matawan  ? — A.  I  have  no  data  as  to  when  I  received 
that  letter.  It  was  received  South  durine  my  absence.  I  refer  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Han- 
scom, or  from  whomever  it  might  have  been.  My  object  also  in  having  the  check  sent  to 
Matawan — I  think  the  last  check  in  April — was  that  I  had  checks  of  my  own,  and  I  asked 
tbem  to  be  sent,  and  had  them  cashed  at  my  own  bank. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  going  to  Pensacola  and  drawing  your  pay  ? — A.  No,  sir ;.  I  have 
never  been  at  Pensacola. 

Q.  The  places  that  you  visited  were  what  fcesides  Jacksonville  ? — A.  I  was  up  on  the 
Indian,  Hillsborough,  and  Halifax  Rivers.  I  paid  my  own  expenses  at  all  times,. both  travel- 
ing and  incidental. 

Q.  Your  pay  was  at  the  rate  of  how  much  a  year  ?— A.  One  thousand  dollars,  or  about  |83 
a  month. 

Q.  How  many  reports  did  you  make  ? — A.  I  made  no  written  reports.  While  I  was  in 
Florida  I  was  at  Saint  Augustine,  spending  there  two  or  three  days. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Did  you  go  on  to  the  timber-land  for  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  was  up  on  the 
Indian  River;  and  then  around  by  Mosquito  Lagoon  or  Inlet,  where  they  were  cutting  tim- 
ber. 

By  the  Chairman  :      . 

Q.  Was  that  Government  land  ? — A.  It  was  so  understood. 

Q.  Was  it  a  nava)  reservation  ? — A.  So  I  was  informed.     On  reflection,  I  think  it  was 
nearly  nine  months  that  I  held  my  position,  although  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 
Adjourned. 


Philadelphi.a,  April  Jl,  1876. 
£.  G.  Cattell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  were  subpoenaed  to  bring  with*you  the  books,  consisting  of  the  ledgers  and 
cash-books  of  the  firm  ot  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  E.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  and  E.  G.  Cattell. 
Have  you  those  books  with  you  ? — Answer.  I  suppose  everything  is  here,  except  probably  a 
bank-book  of  my  own.     I  keep  no  other  books,  except  what  you  have  here. 

Q.  You  keep  no  private  booKs  of  any  kind  ? — A.  No,  sir;  and  I  never  have. 

Q.  You  keep  no  ledger,  journal,  day-book,  or  memorandum-book  ? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing 
except  what  I  carry  in  my  pocket.  I  go  not  make  memoranda.  My  practice  is  to  remem- 
ber and  to  communicate  to  my  book-keeper  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  transaction  that  is 
done,  and  let  him  make  the  entry  of  everything. 

Q.  Have  you  your  bank-book  f — A.  It  is  at  the  store,  I  think.  I  have  not  got  it  with  me. 
When  I  want  to  know  about  my  deposits  I  drop  in  to  know  if  I  have  anything  there.  I 
always  keep  something  in  the  bank  for  my  private  account,  to  check  on. 

Q.  In  the  bank  did  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  keep  a  deposit  account,  and  E.  G. 
Cattell,  individually,  keep  a  bank  account  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  A.  G.  Cattell  keeps  an  individual  account  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  A.  O.  Cattell  & 
Co.  keep  a  separate  bank-account  for  the  fifteen  or  eighteen  months,  or  whatever  there  is  of 
the  first  set  ot  books  which  you  have  seen.  The  account  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  is  an  old 
account,  in  two  banks — the  Mechanics'  Bank  and  the  Corn  Exchange  Bsnk.  The  account 
of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  as  it  runs  on  to  the  new  books,  is  kept  in  tlie  Mechanics'  and  the 
Corn  Exchange  Bank.  I  also  keep  an  account  in  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank,  individually. 
My  brother,  of  course,  keeps  an  individual  account  in  the  Com  Exchange  Bank,  and  I 
have,  I  think,  kept  a  small  account  in  the  old  State  Bank  of  Camden.  That  is,  however,  a 
small  account,  and  there  is  nothing  of  any  moment  there.  I  have  within  the  last  seven  or 
eight  or  nine  years  had  an  account  there.  I  also  kept  a  small  bank-account  at  Lou^  B'c«k\5kR\3k^ 
for  my  private  expenses. 
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Q.  Is  your  individual  aecouut  of  deposits  with  the  Coru  Excbauge  Bank  a  larj^  or  a 
small  account  ? — A.  It  is  not  a  very  large  account.    I  could  not  now  give  you  the  figures. 

(Witness  directed  to  produce  his  accounts.) 

•  Q.  In  what  business  have  you  been  engaged  distinct  from  the  partnership  of  A.  6.  Cattell  &. 
Co.,  since  the  year  1870,  if  anyt—A.  In  1869  my  brother  broke  down  in  health,  and  de- 
clined to  allo%  a  re-election  as  United  States  Senator  on  that  account.  He  then  arranged 
with  me  that  I  should  take  the  whole  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.'s  business.  I  had  to  send  him 
for  a  year  and  a  half  to  an  institution  at  Oifton  Springs  to  be  cured.  I  took  the  assets  and 
everything  of  the  firm,  he  to  draw  simply  his  capital  out  of  the  concern,  without  inconve> 
nience  to  the  firm,  virtually  making  me  the  responsible  person  and  the  owner  of  all,  except 
simply  the  capital  of  A.  G.  Cattell,  with  the  understanding  that  he  left  his  name  and  capital 
in  there.  This  has  been  so  ever  since  1869 ;  he  has  paid  no  attention  to  it.  He  has  prob- 
ably given  some  advice,  and  been  in  there.  Of  course  he  would  have  held  himself  responsi- 
ble if  there  had  been  any  loss  or  debts  to  have  been  paid,  but  I  have  virtually  been  the 
owner  of  the  concern  since  1809. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  be  understood  that  since  that  time  he  has  simply  drawn  out  his  capi- 
tal?— A.  Yes,  sir;  with  no  interest  whatever.  He  let\  that  to  me  and  my  children;  he  has 
no  children.    The  two  bovs  are  mine. 

Q.  For  what  purpose,  then,  would  he,  from  time  to  time,  pay  into  the  firm  of  £.  G.  Cat- 
tell Sl  Co.  money? — A.  He  has  paid  money  into  the  concern,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
answer  that  question.  I  do  not  know  that  I  know,  except  it  is  money  that  has  been  bor- 
rowed or  loaned,  or  something.     I  cannot  say  why  he  has  paid  any  money  in,  if  he  has. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  not  your  books  show  that  he  nas,  from  time  to  time,  paid  in 
money  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  If  your  books  do  show  that  he  has  paid  any  money  into  the  firm  of  A.  6.  Cattell  &. 
Co.,  you  have  no  explanation  to  offer  f~A.  The  books  are  correct;  I  know  nothing  that  is 
wrong  in  them  in  any  way. 

Q.  Then  if  your  agreement  was  that  he  should  simply  withdraw  his  capital  since  ldG9, 
and  cease  to  have  any  connection  with  the  business  except  for  that  nurpose,^  how  do  you 
reconcile  that  with  the  fact  that  he  has  been  paying  money  into  the  firm? — A.  If  he  paid 
money  in,  that  money  he  would  draw  out,  of  course.  He  would  loan  me  or  let  the  firm 
have  any  money  that  he  had.     I  have  been  a  borrower,  as  you  will  find  from  the  books. 

Q.  No  other  person  from  whom  you  borrowed  money  has  so  paid  it  into  the  firm,  have 
they  7 — A.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  It  could  not  be  that  anybody  else  would  do  that,  I  should 
think ;  it  would  be,  I  think,  wuth  him  a  possible  thing. 

Q.  Coming  back  now  to  the  question  with  which  we  started,  have  you  been  in  any  busi- 
ness distinct  from  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  «&  Co.? — A.  Yes ;  I  have  been  in  various  things — 
in  anything  whereby  I  couidoperate  or  make  any  money.  I  have  been  doing  all  I  could 
do  »f  business  with  the  United  States  Government,  with  the  Navy  Department.  I  have 
been  doing  all  I  could  in  real-estate  operations,  and  in  mining  and  saw-mills  ;  whenever  I 
could  make  joint-account  operations  I  nave  always  been  ready  and  williif|g  to  do  it. 

Q.  You  have  been  purchasing  real-estate  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  joint  account? — A.  No,  sir;  upon  my  own  account.   I  have  purcha<<ed  grain  on 
,  joint  account. 

Q.  Do  you  own  or  have  you  owned  any  real-estate  since  the  year  1870,  in  which  any 
other  parties  were  jointly  interested  with  you;  if  so,  who  are  they? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing 
that  I  can  recollect  now. 

Q.  Are  you  not  a  joint  owner  with  other  parties  in  property  known  as  Long  Branch 
property  ? — A.  Not  a  dollar. 

O.  How  happens  it  that  that  is  upon  your  books  ? — A.  I  can  explain  that,  I  believe ;  that 
is,  I  will  (rive  you  my  explanation.  My  brother  aud  Secretary  Robeson  and  eighteen  others, 
making  twentv,  boueht  the  Long  Branch  property.  It  was  a  pretty  consiuerable  tract, 
containing,  I  think,  tnree  or  four  hundred  acres.  I  do  not  know  the  amount  exactly.  Tlie 
parties  were  all  from  New  Jersey.  My  brother  and  Mr.  Robeson  took  two-twentieths  in- 
terest in  the  whole  of  it.  They  started  their  cottages,  and  they  expected  to  make  out  of 
that  speculation  a  cottage  each  for  themselves.  My  brother  was  sent  to  Europe.  I  took 
charge  of  building  his  house,  and  also  of  building  the  Secretar}''s,  with  tire  expectation — and 


little  cottage,  costing  about  $4,000;  that  was  to  live  in,  and  to  take  my  meals  in  the  house; 
I  then  bought  three  other  lots  adjoining,  costing  about  §300,  and  built  one  house  for  myself, 
and  one  for  a  brother,  who  was  president  of  Lafayette  College.  I  occupied  one  of  these 
houses  myself  one  year.  I  have  rented  them  out  since;  that  is  my  coiluection,  so  far  as  I 
can  explain  it,  with  this  property. 

Q.  Have  you  not  built,  or  has  not  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  built  a  house  and  paid 
for  the  interest  of  Mr.  Robeson  in  the  Long  Branch  property  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir  ;  A.  G.  Cattell 
&  Co.  has  paid  all  that,  audU  so  alauda  ou  my  books,  1  presume. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Robeson's  acco\\t\l  seUV^d  ox  v\\\'».%\.v\^vi  \.q  >i\\\i  ^^y*.— k.  It  is  unsettled. 

Q.  Was   not  the  enure  p\uc\i8L^ft  o^  k.  O.C1^V^.%^\«Ai^'^\.u^^*Q\l^\SJ^^\^\Q^i^\\^\%v^ 
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for,  assumed,  or  carried  by  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.? — A.  I  canaot  answer  that  ques- 
tion.   Whatever  the  books  show,  as  to  that,  is  true ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  The  books  showing  that,  then,  would  show  the  truth,  would  they  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir ;  ex- 
aetlj.    If  it  is  there  it  shows  the  truth. 

Q.  Have  you  any  interest,  or  has  the  firm  any  interest,  in  the  purchase  of  property  in 
the  city  of  Washington  ? — A.  No,  not  as  a  firm.  My  brother  has  a  half  interest  with  some 
purchase  of  property  in  Washington.     .  • 

Q.  Who  paid  for  that  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  you  have,  or  did  your  firm  have,  any  connection  with  the  payment  of  the  notes 
as  they  fell  due  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  do  not  remember  about  that.  Un- 
less it  is  in  the  books  I  could  not  answer  the  question. 

Q.  Who  is  Flanagan  ? — A.  Stephen  Flanagan  is  a  man  with  whom  my  brother  owns,  on 
joint  account,  some  property  in  Washington,  tho  nature  of  which  I  could  not  tell,  except 
that  it  is  some  lands ;  that  is  Stephen  Flanagan,  of  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Mr.  Flanagan  is  the  mortgagee,  is  he  not  ?  That  is  the  only  interest  that  he  has,  is  not 
it  ? — A.  I  could  not  explain  the  matter.  I  do  not  know  about  it.  Mr.  Flanagan  can  explain 
it,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Robeson  has  any  interest  in  that  purchase  with  your  brother  ? 
— A.  I  do  not.  / 

Q.  Is  there  any  real-estate  in  which  the  firm  is  interested — Merchantsville  property,  for 
instaiice  f  That  is  owned  by  the  firm,  is  it  not? — A.  The  Merchantsville  property  is  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  explain.  I  can  convey  to  yuu,  probably,  the  state  of  that  property.  Mr  brother 
bought  quite  a  tract  of  land  years  ago  at  Merchantsville.  It  was  farm  add  woocUand.  I 
conceived  an  idea  that  by  laying  it  out  in  a  town  there  might  be  some  money  mne  on  it. 
As  I  have  said,  there  were  a  great  many  things  left  for  me  to  carry  out.  I  said,  **  I  will  take 
hold  of  it,  have  it  surveyed,  have  ninetv  or  more  acres  laid  out  in  town-lots,  and  if  there  is 
anything  made  out  of  it  we  can  settle  that  as  we  go  along  or  when  we  get  through."  That 
is  about  the  situation  of  the  Merchantsville  property. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Robeson  interested  in  that  property  ? — A.  Nojt  a  dollar's  worth,  and  he  never 
has  been. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Robeson  at  any  time  been  interested  with  you  or  your  firm  in  owning  any 
stocks  and  bonds  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  sent  me  some  bonds  at  one  time  to  make  some  pavments 
for  him.  That  will  appear  in  our  books,  but  as  for  being  interested  in  any  bonds  witu  us  or 
with  me  individually,  he  is  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  irom  what  quarter  Mr.  Robeson  derived  these  bonds  ? — A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  interested  in  the  purchase  of  the  tract  of  laud  opposite  League  Island,  in  New 
Jersey  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  tract  of  land  from  which  they  procure  soil  or  dirt  to  remove  to 
League  Island  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Robeson  been  interested  with  you  and  with  A.  G.  Cattell  or  with  the  firm  of 
A.  G.  Cattell  &  Cq.  in  any  other  enterprise  or  investment  of  any  description  or  character  t 
— ^A.  I  can  call  nothing  to  mind  now. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  sums  of  money  being  raised  at  any  time,  either  by  yourself,  your 
brother,  A.  G.  Cattell,  or  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  tor  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Robeson  ?-r- 
A.  No,  sir ;  1  can  answer  that  question  emphatically.  I  thought  it  was  going  to  lead 
further,  as  to  whether  there  has  been  any  money  raised  for  any  political  purpose,  but  you  did 
not  go  that  far. 

Q.  At  the  time  Mr.  Robeson  went  to  the  city  of  Washington  do  you  know  whether  or  not 
a  fund  or  any  sum  of  money  was  raised  for  his  benefit,  to  be  loaned  to  him? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Y'ou  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  that  * — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that. 

Q.  Y'ou  have  spoken  of  raising  a  fund  for  political  purposes.  Do  you  know  of  any  money 
being  raised  for  such  a  purpose  f — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  When  and  where  was  that  ? — A.  While  I  have  not  been  in  political  life  much  myself, 
I  have  gone  to  friends  and  got  them  to  subscribe  and  give  me  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and 
have  raised  funds  for  our  campaigns,,  in  the  last  six  or  seven  or  eight  years.  The  amounts 
have  never  been  very  large.  They  would  not  sound  large  to  political  men.  It  was  for  the 
carrying  on  the  canvass  of  an  election. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  time  when  a  fund  was  rai.sed  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Robeson 
personally  in  an  expected  race  of  his  for  the  United  .States  seuatorship  from  New  .Jersey  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Will  you  explain  this  entry  in  your  cash-book,  under  date  of  June,  1873:  ''Gratuity 
account ;  paid  Geo.  M.  Robeson,  balance  of  political  account  due  by  A.  G.  Cattell,  $3,000?" 
— A.  I  can  explain  that ;  or  at  least  I  will  give  you  my  version  of  it  from  recollection.  In  the 
collections  between  the  Senator  and  myself  that  we  have  collected  for  that  purpose  and 
banded  over,  we  have  handed  all  over  except  ^3,000,  and  we  have  handed  that  83,000  to 
Mr.  Robeson.  That  is  the  explanation  of  that.  At  that  time  we  had  collected  more  than 
|3,000. 

Q.  What  canvass,  political  or  otherwise,  was  pending  at  that  date,  June  17,  1873? — A»  I 
cannot  remember  any  political  canvass,  except  the  republican  pai\y  o^  ow\  \\\.\\ft  %V^Vft.    \ 
never  went  out  of  New  Jersey  ;  St  was  for  New  Jersey.     Wbei€\eT  we  Ta\a^<\  «.\\^'  w\q\i^'^  \Xi 
was  for  oar  own  State. 
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a 

No  large  sum  of  money. 

that  was  one  of  the  collections  that  I  made.     I  do  not  think  he  gave  over  a  tboasand  dol- 
lars, although  it  may  have  been  more. 

Q.  If  it  was  exceeding  |4,000,  it  was  a  very  liberal  payment  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Matthews, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  was  it  not  f— A.  Yes ;  but  it  was  not  |4,U00.  It  was  $1,000.  Tb&tis 
all  that  I  can  remember. 

Q.  From  whom  else  did  you  collect  any  sums  of  money  for  political  purposes  ?— A.  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  collect  any  from  Mr.  Swift  ?— A.  I  may,  but  I  Jo  not  remember. 

Q.  Or  from  Mr.  Bigler  f — A.  I  am  not  able  to  recollect  whom  I  collected  from. 

Q.  Try  and  refresh  vour  memory,  and  see  if  you  did  not  receive  money  from  Mr.  Bigler, 
of  New  York. — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  at  this  moment. 

Q.  What  is  the  impression  upon  your  mind  7 — A.  My  impression  is  that  I  did  DOt.  I  maj 
have  asked  Mr.  Bigler,  but  it  is  my  impression  at  thid  moment  that  I  did  not. 

Q.  S.  P.  or  A.  P.  Brown  ? — A.  Never  a  cent. 

Q.  Hyatt  &  Spencer? — A.  Never. sir:  1  do  not  know  them. 

Q.  From  Walton  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  Noblitt,  Brown  «&  Noblitt  T— A.  I  think  Mr.  Noblitt  probably  might  have  given 
The  $500.  Not  Noblitt,  Brown  <&  Noblitt,  but  1  think  Dell  Noblitt  gave  me  .^JOO,  tilthough  I 
may  be  wrong  in  that. 

Q,  From  Mr.  Stetson  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  Mr.  Qaskell  7 — A.  I  think  Mr.  Gaakell  probably  did  give  me  some  maoey  at 
some  time.    I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  request,  to  the  extent  of  your  acquaintance  with  the  contractors  yi'itb  the 
Navy  Department,  contributions  from  them  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  a  present  to  Mr.  Robeson  ? — A.  Never,  sir  ;  not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  page  159  of  your  cash-book  under  date  of  January  20,  l&72,to 
the  following  entry  :  '•  E.  G.  Cattell,  present  ^o  G.  M.  Robeson,  $250."  What  have  you  to 
say  to  that? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  about  that  $250  present.  Was  that  about  the 
time  of  his  wedding  ?  It  might  have  been  a  wedding  present,  or  something  of  that  kiud. 
There  has  been  no  money  given  to  Mr.  Robeson  in  any  way,  shape,  or  form. 

By  Mr.  Bcjrleigh  : 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  cash-book — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  traDscript  of  all  my  transactienA. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  I  iiave  read  the  entry  correctly  from  the  book,  have  I  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Wotild  not  the  "merchandise"  be  rather  in  the  journal  than  in  the  cash-book  ?— A.  I 
would  not  know,  myself;  I  am  not  accountant  enough  to  know  wh^re  Mr.  Warr  put  that. 

Q.  Is  theie  nothing  else  but  *'  cash*'  in  these  books  ?— A.  Nothing  that  I  know  ot.  You  must 
understand,  however,  that  I  am  no  accountant.  My  business  is  more  active  and  out  of  doors. 
I  let  my  young  man,  whom  I  have  had  for  a  number  of  years,  make  all  the  entries. 

Q.  Iiave  yon  had  any  reason  to  suspect  the  accuracy  of  your  book-keeper  f — A.  No,  si^  ^ 
not  at  all.    He  is  a  very  accurate  young  man. 

Q.  Calling  your  attention  to  another  entry  on  the  same  bill-book,  pa(re  157,  January  l^* 
J872,  I  find  this  entry  :  '*  Gratuity  account,  case  table-silver,  $>275."    Who  was  tbattor^  — 
A.  I  gave  that  to  one  of  my  Children,  I  think.     I  am  not  sure.     I  have  made  a  good  mai>7 
presents  around  to  my  friends.     I  could  not  tell  you  to  whom  it  was  given.    It  was  <^*^* 

S'ven  to  any  naval  officer,  or  anybody  connected  with  the  Government,  you  may  be  sure  ^^ 
at. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  make  a  present  of  a  pair  of  horses  or  carriage  or  phaeton  to  any  one  ^ 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  presents  or  gifts  of  any  character  or  description  to  the  m^^jT 
bers  of  the  families  of  any  one  connected  with  the  naval   service  in  any  way  t — A.  W  ^^ 
tSvo  exceptions  I  have  not. 

Q.  What  are  those  exceptions  7 — A.  I  think  I  made  a  present  to  a  young  girl  of  a  f^^ 
books.     I  think  I  made  a  present  to  a  little  boy  of  Mr.  Hanscom's  of  some  little  to; 
The  whole  probably  would  not  amount  to  $50.   With  those  two  exceptions  I  believe  I  rec^ 
lect  of  nothing  in  the  world  in  the  shape  of  presents  to  anybody.     The  daughter  of  Gene 
Watmough  was  a  nice  girl,  and  I  thought  I  would  like  to  make  her  a  Christmas  present 
some  books.     I  do  not  recollect  the  works  now.     They  were  two  works  which  she  rati 
expressed  a  desire  to  have.    I  found  that  out  from  her  mother,  and  made  her  a  present. 

Q.  Have  you  not,  from  time  to  time,  settled  and  paid  bills  contracted  by  parties  in 
naval  service  or  their  families  ?— A.  With  one  exception,  I  have  not  to  my  recollection. 
hive  paid  a  bill  for  Secretary  Robeson. 

Q.  To  what  extent? — A.  1  cou\d  nol  ^\\ft  ^'qmwx  \ii\i^^Qi^\a^\.wA.    All  the  n.oney  that 
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ave  ever  paid  for  him  has  been  where  he  has  requested  me  and  given  me  the  money  to 
ay  them.    I  have  done  so  frequently. 

Q.  He  has  given  you  the  money  to  nay  for  them  ? — A.  Alwavs. 

Q.  Did  you  liquidate  certain  bills  that  were  contracted  by  Mrs.  Robeson  in  the  city  of 
lew  York  with  Mr.  William  Matthews  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  paid  them  and  received  the  money 
'om  Mr.  Robeson  to  pay  them.  He  gave  me  the  money  to  pay  the  bills.  It  is  not  worth 
rhile  to  {;ive  any  reasons  for  that,  is  it  f 

Q.  If  you  desire  to  do  so  you  can. — A.  The  reason  was  that  Mr.  Matthews  with  his  ar- 
aDgements  with  me  would  take  a  percentage  off.  It  was  cheaper  for  Mr.  Robeson  to  pay 
16  bills  through  me  than  to  pay  them  himself. 

Q.  Mr.  Robeson  then  know  of  your  arrangement  with  Mr.  Matthews  ? — A.  Mr.  Robeson 
id  not  know,  but  I  told  him  I  could  get  a  percentage  off.  I  paid  also  a  good  many  of  the 
^oDg  Branch  bills  ou  the  house.  Everything  is,  however,  shown  on  the  accounts  which  I 
aid. 

Q.  But  this  account  for  the  Long  Branch  property  does  not  appear  to  have  been  settled  ? 
-A.  It  has  not  been  settled  by  Mr.  Robeson.    That  stands  as  an  account  against  him. 

Q.  These  other  matters,  as  I  understand  you,  have  been  paid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  paid? — A.  He  gave  me  money  as  I  paid  them,  as  you  would. 

Q.  Did  he  hand  you  the  monej'  or  pay  you  in  a  check  ? — A.  He  handed  me  the  money 
enerally  ;  always,  I  believe. 

Q.  Have  the  bills  been  paid  with  Mr.  Matthews  yet  ?-7-A.  All  of  them. 

Q.  Have  you  Mr.  Matthews's  receipts  for  them  i — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  statement  from  Mr.  Matthews  showing  that  they  were  paid  ?— -A.  I  do 
lot  think  I  have  now. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  state  that  you  said  to  the  Secretary  that  you  could  get  them  at  a 
ery  small  or  rather  at  a  reduced  price  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  so. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  ? — A.  I  said  that  I  could  get  a  discount  off  the  face  of  the  bill. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  where  you  were  going  to  purchase  7 — A.  I  did  not  purchase  them. 
7hey  purchased  them. 

Q.  How  happened  it  that  they  knew  where  to  go  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  cannot 
bU  you. 

Q.  Did  not  you  tell  them  at  the  time  that  you  could  get  a  discount  off? — A.  No,  sir;  not 
mtil  after  they  asked  me  to  pay  the  first  bill.  Then,  of  course,  I  did.  I  did  not  know  how 
hey  came  to  get  them  at  William  Matthews'. 

Q*  Then  they  had  commenced  trading  there  before  you  had  informed  them  that  the  dis- 
ount  could  be  had  ? — A.  I  presume  so.    That  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  received  any  fees  or  commissions  tor  the  collection  of  any  claims  in  the 
Javy  Department  ? — A.  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  From  what  claims  ? — A.  I  think  from  Mr.  Matthews. 

Q.  From  anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  receive  from  him  7 — A.  I  cannot  remember.  Of  course  Mr.  Mat- 
hews' books  would  show  that. 

Q.  As  much  as  $5,000  7— A.  I  should  think  it  was  as  much  as  $.5,000. 

Q.  Ten  thousand  dollars  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  $10,000.  It  was  somewhere 
»etween  $5,000  and  $10,000.  But  my  memory  does  not  serve  me.  I  suppose  Mr.  Matthews 
lad  that  in  his  general  account.     He  keeps  the  account ;  I  do  not.  • 

Q.  Explain,  if  you  please,  the  relation  of  yourself  and  Mr.  Matthews. — A.  When  Mr. 
^tthews  heard  that  I  was  g^ing  to  do  a  business  outside  of  my  own  business  he  understood 
hat  Mr.  Bradford  was  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  which  he  was.  He  was  an  old  ac- 
[uaintance,  and  had  been  for  many  years.  Mr.  Bradford  told  him  that  I  was  an  energetic 
oan  ;  that  my  business  was  not  paying  very  well ;  that  my  sons  could  manage  it,  and  that 

was  pretty  loose  and  could  go  into  this  business,  and  that  I  would  do  it  energetically 
nd  probably  be  considerably  in  his  way.  Mr.  Matthews  told  Mr.  Bradford  that  he 
ad  been  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  in  the  navy  business,  and  had  got  the  thiujp^  at  hia 
.Doers'  ends.     Mr.  Matthews  said  he  could  do  that  business  easily,  but  said,     *'IfI  have 


ucb  a  man  as  that  to  contend  with,  my  profits  will  be  cut  down  very  badly,  and  the  an- 
oyance* and  everything  will  rather  flustrate  me.'*  Bradford  suggested  to  him  to  see  me.. 
le  did  not  know  what  I  would  do  or  say.  We  might  make  some  arrangement  or  some- 
bing  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Matthews  sent  for  me  and  I  went  to  New  York  and  saw  him.  I 
tated  just  what  I  meant  to  do.  I  knew  I  could  handle  business  as  well  as  anybody  else.  I 
new  that  the  Government  was  safe,  and  could  pay,  and  that  was  more  than  we  could  say 
f  oar  fii'eneral  regular  busiuess,  and  that  my  business  was  not  sufiicient,  or  at  least  I  did . 
ot  make  money  enough,  and  I  wanted  to  mahe  more  money,  and  that  I  meapt  to  start.  He 
lade  the  proposition  to  me,  I  think,  himself.  I  may  have  made  it  to  him,  but  that  I  cannot 
^member  distinctly.  The  arrangement  was  made  there,  however,  by  which  he  was  to. 
ive  me  5  per  cent,  of  the  business,  and  that  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  on  the  amount  of  his  sales  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  interested  with  him  in  his  purchases? — A.   No,  sir  ;.  npt  iutet€.?>1^4\\i>fii»w^, 
»Jc  or  Josa  that  he  might  sustain  in  his  purchases.. 
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Q.  Were  jou  interested  with  him  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  condemned  clothing?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  condemned  provisions  ? — A.  I  presume  that  comes  under  the  general  arrangement 
I  left  it  to  Mr.  Matthews  to  p'lve  what  he  considered  was  5  per  cent.,  without  any  examina- 
tion. He  sent  it  to  me  regularly.  At  first  it  did  not  come  very  regularly,  but  afterward  it 
came  about  every  month. 

Q.  When  was  that  arrangement  formed  between  you  and  Mr.  Matthews  ?--A.  Before  I 
had  commenced  doing  any  naval  business  whatever. 

O.  When  was  that  ? — A.  My  memory  does  not  serve  me.  I  do  not  know  whetlier  mr 
books  will  show  the  first  arrangement  made,  but  it  was  six  or  seven  years  ago. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  year  1870,  or  1871,  or  1872? — A.  I  have  not  that  clearly  in  mjmind 
as  to  the  year. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  capital  into  the  business  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  to  do  ? — A.  All  I  could,  and  what  I  could. 

Q.  What  you  could  in  what  direction? — A.  In  any  direction  th:it  would  help  in  the 
business. 

Q.  Were  you  to  buy  property  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  to  measure  property  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  to  manufacture  property  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  to  handle  or  store  property? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Were  you  to  see  to  the  delivery  of  property  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  except  it  should  become 
necessary. 

Q.  I  have  gone  over  pretty  well  all  that ;  what  were  you  to  do  ? — A.  I  was  to  do  any- 
thing I  could.  My  business  was  to  find  out  what  would  be  likely  to  be  needed ;  watch  the 
papers ;  see  the  advertisements  ;  keep  my  mind  and  self  always  in  constant  exercise  of  what 
might  be  sold  or  contracted  for  to  the  department  and  report  to  him. 

Q.  Were  you  not  by  your  agreement  to  exercise  whatever  influence  you  possessed  with 
the  officers  of  the  Nav^  Department? — A.  Influence  and  ability;  wherever  and  whatever 
influence  and  ability  I  had  to  help  him,  I  was  to  use. 

Q.  You  were,  further,  were  you  not,  to  see  to  the  prompt  payment  of  the  bills?— A.  Cer- 
tainly, to  help  him  through  the  departments  with  the  bills. 

Q.  Under  that  arrangement,  and  under  the  influence  and  ability  which  you  had,  I  ask 
you  as  a  matter  of  fact  whether  bills  were  not  promptly  paid  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Matthews  states  that  they  were  usually  paid  within  fifteen  days,  be  is  mis- 
taken, is  he  t — A.  No,  sir ;  he  is  not  mistaken.  There  nave  been  times  when  his  bills  were 
promptly  paid.  Going  through  the  departments,  which  is  a  ver}'  difficult  thing,  sometimes 
I  have  nelped  very  materially  in  getting  them  through,  but  the  latter  part  of  Matthews' 
time  he  has  not  been  promptly  paid.    Tbev  owe  him  money. 

Q.  Why  has  he  not  been  promptly  paid : — A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  excuse  is  rendered  to  you  ? — A.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  excuse. 
The  help  that  I  have  given  there  is  ix>  get  them  through  the  department,  through  the  pay- 
master's office,  and  through  Mr.  Stickney  or  some  men  who  have  the  papers  who  can  Uj 
them  in  pigeon-holes  or  put  them  through  early.  When  they  say  they  cannot  do  anything, 
then  I  am  done.  I  render  all  the  service  I  can.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  an  answer  to  the 
questioA. 

Q.  I  wanted  to  know  what  excuse  is  alleged. — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  they  allege  want  of  funds  or  failure  to  deliver  the  kind  and  quality  of  property?— 
A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Then  are  you  not  somewhat  derelict  in  your  part  of  the  agreement  that  yoa  were  to 
see  to  the  prompt  payment  of  the  bills  ? — A.  Mr.  Matthews  has  not  notified  me  of  that  fact. 

Q.  His  remittances  have  been  very  regular  and  prompt,  have  they  not  ? — A.  No,  sir;  no^ 
of  late. 

Q.  When  did  he  cease  to  be  prompt?— A.  My  memory  does  not  serve  me  on  that  point. 

Q.  Has  it  been  of  later  perioa  than  the  first  of  the  present  year ;  in  other  words,  werethey 
not  prompt  up  to  the  1st  of  January  last  ?— A.  I  think  they  were. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  such  arrangement  with  anybody  else  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  With  whom?— A.  S.  Carl  &  Co.,  of  Brooklyn.  I  have  had  much  the  same  kind  of 
an  arrangement  with  them. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  such  arrangement  or  something  like  that  with  Noblitt,  Brown  * 
Noblitt  ?— A.  Yes  ;  it  is  not  of  quite  the  same  nature. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  arrangement?— A.  It  is  of  a  prospective  but  not  positive 
nature.  I  mean  by  that  that  we  have  never  arranged  the  sum  of  money  that  they  are  to  p*y 
or  were  to  pay  me.  I  arranged  with  them  to  help  them  all  I  could  in  anything  as  witn 
Matthews,  trusting  that  if  they  were  successful  they  would  be  liberal  with  me,  but  we  have 
never  had  any  positive  arrangement.  I  have  received  from  D.  and  J.  Noblett  a  loan  of,  1 
think,  $2,000.  That  loan  lies  in  a  position  that  I  might  or  might  not  pay  it  back  to  them- 
That  is  my  feeling,  although  without  a  positive  arrangement,  that  that  $2,000  is  mine,  i 
elt  that  I  might  have  to  pay  U  back  lo  Ib^m  ox  Ts\\^\A\iQ\.  \\a.ve  to.  The  Dell  Noblett  tf- 
fangeraent  is  about  the  same,  and  1  ba\ft  i^cjevx^S  l\om\i\m  ^q\sv«^V^\<^  ^wv>v.|^nOW  ^^ 
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}00.  That  lays  precisely  in  the  same  way,  I  giving  no  obligation  for  either  one  of  these 
as.  It  lies  in  about  the  same  position  as  the  one  from  D.  and  J.  Noblett. 
I,  Have  you  an  arrangement  with  any  other  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I,  Who  18  that  party? — A.  I  have  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Water-proofing  Com- 
ly  of  Philadelphia,  that  I  was  to  rec€4ve5  or  10  per  cent.,  and  I  cannot  now  say,  which  but  I 
e-ive  you  about  the  amount  of  monev  that  they  paid  me  to  introduce  their  water-proof- 
,  if  it  could  be  done.  I  have  received  from  them  about  |3,000.  maybe  a  little  more,  maybe 
ttle  less. 

I.  Any  other  persons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  done  what  I  could  and  all  I  could,  as  you  will 
I,  believing  that  I  was  doing  nothing  wrong.  I  have  done  business  for  J.  K.  Knowlton,  but 
much.  I  tried  to  do  it,  but  could  not  do  any  more  than  I  did.  I  do  not  think  he  paid 
over  $1,000;  perhaps  it  was  §1,500 ;  it  may  have  been  less. 

By  Mr.  Jones  ; 

|.  Is  he  of  this  city? — A.  He  was  out  at  Sharon,  I  think,  close  by  here.  His  company 
lufactures  circular  saws,  and  he  has  a  patent  for  circular  saws. 

|.  Is  not  there  a  man  named  Knowlton,  in  Philadelphia,  carrying  on  that  business  ? — A. 
,  sir;  that  is  the  one.  I  think  he  is  out  of  town  some  tew  miles,  but  he  makes  Philadel- 
&  his  headquarters,  I  think. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

;.  Have  you  had  arrangements  with  anybody  else  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  pur- 
se of  candles  in  New  York,  that  I  made  of  Mitchell,  is  on  my  books  or  not.  Whether 
:  went  through  mj  books  I  am  not  sure.  I  bought  some  three  or  four  thousand  dollars* 
th  of  candles  there.     I  got  the  contract  by  regular  bid. 

!•  How  about  Stetson?    Did  you  get  any  commission  from  him  ? — A.  That  is  the  same 
tion  with  Noblitt's  case.   No  bargain  has  ever  been  made  in  any  way.    Stetson  is  an  old 
id  and  neighbor,  and  I  told  him  that  any  service  I  could  render  him  I  would.     I  would 
lire  and  find  out  anything  that  there  was  going  on.    If  I  found  out  that  there  was  going 
>e  any  coal  purchased  anywhere,  I  would  tell  him,  so  that  he  could  get  his  vessel  and  put 
bids  in.    There  was  no  bargain,  and  he  has  never  paid  me  any  money,  and  never  has 
eed  to  pay  me  any  money,  but  I  supposed  he  would  do  so  at  some  time. 
>.  How  about  Gaspell  ? — A.  There  has  been  none  with  him. 
\.  Have  you  had  an  arrangement  with  any  Baltimore  firm  f — A.  No,  sir. 
>.  Or  with  Mr.  John  Roach  ? — A.  I  know  the  man  and  that  is  about  all.    I  have  met 
I  a  few  times,  but  do  not  know  him  intimately,  and  have  never  had  any  dealings  with 
I  whatever. 

\,  Have  you  an  arrangement  with  any  other  firms  in  the  city  of  New  York  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  * 
lade  an  arrangement  with  Resingue  &  Co.,  lumbermen,  of  Brooklyn. 
I,  Does  Mr.  Bigler  also  pay  you  a  commission  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
I,  Have  you  no  agreement  to  that  effect  with  him  t— A.  No,  sir. 
I.  Has  he  never  at  any  time  paid  you  any  commission  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
J.  Or  given  you  any  interest  or  part  in  his  contracts  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge, 
aking  of  Mr.  Bigler,  I  have  loaned  him,  and  we  have  exchanged  some  paper.     He  got 
>  financial  trouble,  and  I  have  helped  him.    Of  course  on  that  transaction,  if  he  is  ever 
B,  he  will  pay  me  a  regular   mercantile  commission  for  the  use  of  my  paper.     It  has, 
^-ever,  been  exchanged.    That  is,  he  took  care  of  his  paper  and  I  took  care  of  mine. 
I,  Creed  or  Raymond  ? — A.  Never  a  dollar. 
I,  Wharton  &  Bros.  ?^A.  Never  a  dollar. 
l»  Watson  and  Pittingerf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  them. 

I.  Have  you  mentioned  all  the  parties  dealing  with  the  Navy  Department,  who  have  paid 
1  a  commission  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have.  I  would  be  glad  if  the  chairman  would 
e  me  a  lis*^^  of  all  I  have  named,  in  order  that  I  may  refresh  my  memory  after  leaving.  If 
in  bring  to  mind  others,  I  would  like  the  privilege  of  bringing  their  names  to  you. 
I.  Have  you  had  any  interest,  fees,  or  commission,  in  connection  with  parties  who  have 
ght  ships  which  have  been  sold,  or  iron  sold  from  ships? — A.  Never  a  dollar  to  my 
twledge. 

}.  Who  were  interested  with  you  in  the  contract  for  supplyirg  the  Polaris  expedition? — 
Nobody. 

I,  Waa  not  Mr.  Matthews  ? — A.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Matthews  may  have  furnished  some  goods 
the  Polaris.  They  were  bought  regularly  of  him,  as  they  would  have  been  of  any  other 
a ;  but  he  had  no  interest  whatever  except  that. 

I.  Have  you  at  any  time  bought  any  material  of  any  description  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
at? — A.  Not  a  cent's  worth  to  my  knowledge. 

I.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  you  have  not  been  interested  or  received   any  fee  or 
amission  in  any  other  claim  collected  from  the  Navy  Department  except  that  of  Mr.  Mat- 
ws  1 — A.  That  is  all  that  I  can  recollect. 
I.  Did  you  have  any  agency  in  the  collection  of  the  Secor  claim  ?— A.  Not  \\\%  s\\^\»^\.» 

0  not  know  anything  about  it.     I  do  not  know  the.  parties. 

1  Did  jou  kuour  the  day  and  date  it  whs  paid  ?— A.  No,  sit. 
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Q.  Did  you  have  any  interest,  or  do  jou  know  whether  jour  brother  had  any  interest,  in 
that  claim  ? — A.  He  did  not  to  my  knowledge.    • 

Q.  Or  in  the  claim  for  the  Governor? — A.  Not  the  slightest,  to  my  knowledge 

Q.  At  what  time,  if  ever,  was  Paymaster-General  Bradford  located  at  Philadelphia?— A. 
I  do  not  understand  that  question  exactly.  • 

Q.  Was  J.  Q.  Bradford,  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  ever  at  any  time  stationed 
at  this  point  t — A.  I  think  not.     1  do  not  remember  now  that  he  was. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  he  on  d4ity  at  the  city  of  Washington  ?  I  mean  when  he  was 
appointed  chief  of  the  bureau? — A.  About  three  years  ago,  1  think.  I  could  not  give  yon 
the  date, 

Q.  What  have  been  your  relations  with  him  ? — A.  Intimate. 

Q.  Confidential  f — A.  Yes,  I  misrht  say  confidential.  1  am  intimate  with  him.  He  is  an 
old  friend  of  mine.     He  visits  my  house.    He  has  known  me  for  a  great  many  years. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  procured  Mr.  Bradford  to  mention  your  name  to  Mr.  Matthews 
in  the  city  of  New  York  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  suggested  it  to  him.  It  struck  me  like  a 
clap  of  thunder.    I  never  even  suggested  it. 

Q.  You  had  told  Mr.  Bradford  that  you  were  going  to  the  city  of  New  York  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  How  did  he  know  that  you  were  going  to  the  city  of  New  York  ? — A.  Mr.  Mattbews 
sent  for  me  to  go  and  see  him. 

Q.  Did  you  contemplate  going  to  New  Yoik  and  opening  there  ?— A.  Certainly,  I  meaot 
to  do  business  wherever  I  could  do  any. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  that  fact  to  Mr.  Bradford  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  before  I 
entered  in  with  Mr.  Matthews  I  put  in  a  bid  for  some  slate,  and  I  was  the  lowest  bidder,  acd 
furnished  the  slate  to  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard.  1  think  I  put  in  a  bid  for  butter,  and  was 
the  lowest  bidder,  and  got  the  contract. 

Q.  You  are  distinct  in  your  recollection  that  the  first  interview  between  Mr.  MattbeFS 
and  yourself  was  broug^ht  about  by  Mr.  Matthews's  instigation,  and  not  yours  f  You  had 
no  agency  in  bringing  it  about  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  that  ? — A.  I  had  mentioned  my  g^ing  into  business.  Mr. 
Bradford  knew  that  I  was  going  to  do  this  business,  and  something  may  have  passed  between 
us  on  that  point  that  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  You  are  a  large  borrower  of  money  from  Mr.  Bradford,  are  you  not? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  such  f — A.  My  books  will  show  it,  I  presume.  He  was 
credited  with  the  money  when  it  came,  and  the  interest  is  paid  him  regularly. 

Q.  Has  any  part  of  that  money  been  borrowed  from  him  since  he  has  been  in  Europe  ?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  on  duty  when  you  borrowed  it  from  him  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  yoa.  It 
you  get  the  date  of  the  loan  from  the  books,  it  might  be  located.  I  cannot  remember  that 
date. 

Q.  The  first  entry  is  September  7,  1871,  $10,000.  The  next  appears  to  be  of  date  Octo- 
ber J7,  1871,  $5,000.  The  next  is  dated  January  13,  1872,  $1,667.  The  next  ia  dated 
July  1,  1872,  $2,333.  The  next  is  July  3,  1^2,  $1,000 ;  making  $20,000.  He  was  thin  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  was  he  not  ? — A.  I  think  he  was  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  money  actually  loaned  and  passed  to  your  credit  7 — A.  It  was  actoallj 
loaned  and  passed  to  my  credit. 

Q.  Was  not  that  a  part  of  the  money  derived  from  the  Matthews  arrangement  f— A.  Not 
at  all.  It  never  had  a  cent  of  connection  with  it.  There  was  not  a  dollar  of  mouey  p&id 
or  arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Bradford  ;  not  the  slightest. 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Bradford  well? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  sources  did  he  derive  his  income  outside  of  his  salary  ? — A.  That  I  do  not 
know.  . 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  separate  estate  or  property  ?  Can  you  furnish  any  explanation  ot 
the  fact  that  he  was  loaning  you  that  amount  of  money  within  that  period  of  time  from  his 
salary  1  Can  you  reconcile  it  with  his  salary  ? — A.  1  cannot  say  wnere  he  got  the  money* 
He  loaned  it  to  me  because  I  needed  some  money.  .^ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  loan  to  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  any  sums  of  naoney ' 

A.  No,  sir.  .        I,'  k 

Q.  Have  you  not  loaned  to  Mr.  Russell,  the  paymaster  at  this  place  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  tm^ 

not. 
Q.  Has  not  your  firm  loaned  ?— A.  That  I  do  not  know.    I  cannot  tell  you.    If  *^®^f  j^ 

any  loan  it  must  be  registered  on  the  books.     We  have  loans  and  have  due-bills  probatJiy 

of  a  good  many  friends  who  come  in  and  are  accommodated  with  small  sums  of  money*     . 

is  a  natural  and  common  thing  with  merchants,  and  particularly  with  us.    A  good  deal  o 

that  we  never  get  back  again. 
Q.  Who  are  the  bondsmen  of  Mr.  Russell  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  .  ^ 

Q.  Upon  whose  recommendation  was  lie  selected  as  paymaster  at  this  place  ?— A.  ^ 

not  know  that.  ,    ^ 

Q.  Upon  whose  TecomTOeu^aV\oi\  Yiaa\:it  tQ\it\w\ied  here  at  this  point  after  having  t>^ 
relieved  i — A.  1  do  nol  know  iWl. 
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Q.  Did  yon  or  your  brother  recommend  or  join  in  a  recommendation  for  that  purpose  f — 
A.  I  can  only  speak  for  myself.  I  never  recommended  Mr.  Russell.  I  cannot  speak  as  to 
my  brother.  I  like  Mr.  Russell  as  a  correct,  straightforward  man,  and  always  did  ever  since 
I  have  known  him. 

Q.  Are  you  not  a  creditor  of  his  ? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  I  mean  is  he  indebted  to  you  upon  any  account  whatever  Y — A.  If  he  is  it  is  on  the 
books.    There  is  nothing  else.   If  there  is  anything  on  the  books  it  is  correct. 

Q.  Have  you  no  due-bill  or  memorandum  of  indebtedness  from  him  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  bought  any  real  estate  from  you  or  from  the  companies  of  which  you  are  a 
member  f — A.  No,  sir,  never. 

Q.  Have  you  loaned  any  money  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  7 — A.  Nothing  but  what 
will  appear  on  our  books  that  I  can  now  recollect.  During  the  crisis,  at  the  time  of  the 
failure  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  we  were  pretty  well  extended.  It  was  pretty  sharp  work. 
Several  tiroes  I  taxed  some  of  my  friends  pretty  hard,  and  among  them  I  think  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Robeson  in  one  or  two  instances  borrowed  some  money  and  gave  me  the  party's  check 
to  use  in  case  of  necessity,  and  I  did  use  it,  but  returned  it.  That  probably  may  have  gone 
regularly  on  my  books  and  it  may  not.  But  our  transactions  shown  on  our  books  are  that 
there  has  been  some  money  notes  and  transactiuns  between  the  Secretary  and  ourselves.  It 
is  impossible  for  mo  to  pick  them  out  in  amount  and  date,  but  I  refer  to  the  account.  The 
transactions  are  there  on  record. 

Q.  The  books  we  have  seen  here  show  only  that  Robeson  has  from  time  to  time  loaned 
his  notes. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  that  correctly  represent  if  such  is  the  showing  of  your  books,  your  debit  and  credit 
relations  with  him  ? — A.  It  shows  all  mv  relations  with  Mr.  Robeson  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  of  a  despatch  from  you : 

**  Washington  City,  October  4,  1873. 
'*  To  Hon.  Geo.  M.  Robeson, 

** Care  Paymaster  Cutter ^  29  Broadway^  New  York: 

''Arrange  matters  with  Cooke.  Must  make  change  in  paper.  Leave  for  home  six  to- 
day." 

A.  That  thing  is  not  clear  in  my  mind.  In  the  purchase  of  the  real  estate  between  my 
tsrotber  and  the  Secretary  at  Washington,  they  borrowed  money  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  My 
b»rotber  was  in  Europe  and  I  was  to  look  after  the  paper.  At  the  time  of  the  failure  and  the 
orisis,  or  before  that,  this  paper  or  note  that  was  to  oe  paid  and  taken  care  of  here  was  sent  to 
A^ashington.  That  note,  I  think,  was  $8,000,  if  my  recollection  is  right.  I  was  a  little  short 
of  money,  and  I  took  two  notes,  signed  Irvin  Maguire  to  the  order  of  Alexander  G.  Cattell 
<&  Co.  I  went  down  and  tried  to  get  the  note  renewed.  I  found  I  could  not  do  that.  I  got 
Ulr.  Stanton  to  discount  those  two  Maguire  notes  and  give  me  the  money,  and  with  the  bal- 
mnce  1  renewed  the  note.  Thut,  I  think,  is  the  nearest  explanation  I  can  make  of  that  trans- 
^ion. 

Q    That  was  an  $8,000  note  ?— A.  I  think  it  was  $8,000. 

Q.  And  it  was  given  for  and  on  account  of  a  purchase  of  certain  lots  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  those  lots  that  Mr.  Robeson  and  my  brother  owned  on  joint  account. 
The  deeds  are  in  mv  bro  therms  name,  but  they  are  jointly  interested. 

Q.  You  took  up  that  note,  and  you  were  to  do  it  according  to  the  arrangement  you  had,  by 
substituting  the  notes  of  Irvin  Maguire  with  the  indorsement  of  A.  G.  Cattell  Sl  Co.  1 — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  these  notes  of  Mag  uire  t  Have  they  been  paid  ? — A.  They  were 
paid  bv  money  handed  to  me  to  pay  them  when  they  matiu'ed. 

Q.  By  whom  handed  to  you  t — A.  By  my  brother. 

Q.  Is  there  any  entry  upon  your  books  that  will  show  that  transaction? — A.  I  do  not 
^now  whether  there  is  or  not.    I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q.  If  it  was,  it  would  appear  about  the  date  of  this  telegram,  would  it  7 — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  If  it  does  not  appear  at  or  about  that  date  vou  would  say  that  the  transaction  is  not 
tspon  your  books  7 — ^A.  I  cannot  recollect  about  that  telegram. 

Q.  If  it  was  not  entered  upon  your  books  where  woiud  it  be  entered  Y — A.  There  would 
l)e  no  entry  of  it  on  any  of  my  books,  particularly  if  it  pertained  to  a  matter  of  my  brother's. 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  Paymaster-Cfeneral  Watmough  7 — A.  Pleasanti,  friendly. 

Q.  Intimate  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  intimate.  I  have  known  him  for  a  great 
many  years.    He  is  one  of  our  own  people. 

Q.  From  this  city  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  if  you  joined  in  the  recommendation  made  for  his  appointment  or  designation  to 
the  place  that  he  now  holds  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  advised  that  he  would  be  assigned  prior  to  the  time  that  he  was  so  assigned  T 
'-A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  interest  with  your  brother  in  his  business  in  Europe  \ — A.  "So,  «v\. 

Q.  I  will  now  call  your  attention  for  a  short  time  to  your  books.    1  ^n^  xjl^qyi  ^cyva  \^^^^\ 
twoaccoaniB  opened,  one  agaimt  E.  Q.  Cattell  and  the  otbeT  againat  ^.  Qc.  C«X\«^^^Q«**^* 
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For  wliat  purpose  is  that  distinction  made  ? — A.  I  thought  m j  book-keeper  would  explain 
that  to  you.  E.  G.  Catteli  No  1  is  the  general  account  and  E.  G.  Catteli  No.  2  is  for  articles 
purchased.  If  I  purchased  them  for  anybody  they  could  pay  me  for  and  outside  of  my  own 
regular  £.  6.  Catteli  account 

Q.  That  would  be,  then,  a  smail  amount  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is,  I  do  not  know  which  he 
has  got,  No.  2  or  No.  ],  the  small  account.  He  would  make  the  entry  on  that  book  as  I 
would  tell  him  to  open  the  account  No.  1  or  No.  2.  That  was  for  my  convenience.  He  had 
the  figures  to  attena  to  and  see  that  everything  was  kept  right  and  straight  as  far  as  dollars 
and  cents  were  concerned.  I  could  not  tell  you  now  whether  No.  1  or  No.  2  is  the  large 
accoant,  but  one  I  know  is  large  and  the  other  small. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  that  all  of  the  funds  which  you  raised  for  political  purposes 
were  for  expenditures  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Was  I  correct  in  my  understanding  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir  ;   1  may  have  sent  some  to  New  England.    I  think  I  did  once  or  twice. 

Q.  I  observe  in  your  cash-book;  page  279,  an  entry  in  these  words,  "A,  G.  Catteli,  Octo- 
ber ],sent  O.  P.  Morton  check  for  $1,000.*'  Do  you  know  what  that  was  for,  or  what  it 
was  about  T — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  O.  P.  Morton. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Senator  Morton,  of  Indiana  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  him  person- 
ally, and  I  did  not  know  his  name  was  O.  P.  Morton.  My  recollection  is  that  that  is  bis 
name. 

Q.  I  observe  here  an  entry,  "  E.  G.  Catteli,  No.  2,  received  from  H.  N,  &  Co.  $350." 
— A.  I  do  not  recollect.  It  has  been  some  outside  operation.  I  do  ncA  know  who  H.  N.  & 
Co.  are  at  this  moment. 

Q.  I  observe  upon  page  19  of  your  cash-book,  during  the  year  1871  under  date  of  June 
21,  **E.G.  Catteli,  No.  2,  paid  you  $6,163.05."  Below  it,  **  Commissary  ac^iount  paid 
you  $727,30.  ** — A.  I  cannot  explain  why  a  commissary  account  should  be  paid  me. 

Q.  What  does  the  commissary  account  refer  to? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  it  is.  I  did 
not  know  that  word  was  in  my  book.    I  do  not  know  why  the  young  man  made  the  entry. 

Q.  Turning  to  the  other  side  of  the  account  on  page  IH,  under  the  same  date  of  June  2], 
I  call  your  attention  to  the  entry,  * 'Arctic  expedition  received  from  you  E.  G.  C,  $5,228.71. 
G.  M.  Robeson  received  from  you  $1,851.72." — A.  I  cannot  explain  what  the  transaction  was. 
It  is  all  proper.     That  is  money  that  I  had  used  in  the  expedition. 

Q.  Is  that  mon^y  which  came  into  hand  ? — A.  No ;  to  pay  bills  with.  That  was  paid  to 
me  to  pay  these  bills. 

Q.  But  this  is  E.  G.  Catteli,  No.  2  and  that  is  E.  G.  Catteli,  No.  1  ?~A.  My  book-keeper 
must  explain  that.     It  is  right. 

Q.  Is  not  the  true  explanation  there  that  you  in  your  proper  person  received  the  sum  of 
$5,228.71  from  the  Arctic  expedition,  and  did  you  not  upon  the  same  day  receive  from  Geo. 
M.  Robeson  $1,861.72  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  why  the  entry  was  made  there,  but  if  it  was  pnt 
on  there  it  is  right.    I  cannot  explain  why  it  was  made.     It  was  rght,  however. 

Q.  That  is  **  E.  G.  C,"  meaning  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  here  on  the  credit  side  of  cash  is  the  entry,  '*  E.  G.  Catteli,  No.  2,  $6,163.05,  with 
the  commissary  account  paid  you,  $727.30."  Does  that  commissary  account  refer  to  this 
item,  *'  Received  from  A.  Minnis,  net  proceeds,  Wyoming  ?  " — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  I 
would  rather,  however,  that  the  book-keeper  should  explain  that  account.  I  cannot  explain 
it  as  I  am  not  an  accountant.  His  instructions  are  to  see  that  the  thing  is  kept  right.  To 
remember  the  connection  of  that,  is  impossible  for  me  to  do.  He  has  done  that  for  some  rea- 
Bon. 

Q.  Under  date  of  April  18, 1871,  an  entry  appears  upon  youir  cash-book  as  follows  :  "  E. 
G.  Catteli,  No.  2,  received  from  your  loan  $1,000."  In  the  same  book,  of  date  March  1 1, 1871, 
*'  E.  G.  Catteir,  No.  2,  received  from  your  loan  $960."  In  the  same  cash-book,  on  page  410, 
under  date  of  March -30,  1871,  •*  E.  G.  Catteli,  No.  2,  received  from  your  loan."  Can  you 
explain  what  those  transactions  were,  and  who  they  were  loaned  to  7 — A.  It  w^as  loaned  by 
me  to  the  firm  out  of  my  private  account.  I  have  loaned  money  to  the  firm  whenever  1  had 
money  which  1  did  not  want  to  use.     That  is,  whenever  they  needed  it. 

Q.  What  did  I  understand  you  to  state  about  your  account  No.  1  and  No.  2  ? — A.  I  shall 
get  you  to  have  the  book-keeper  explain  why  he  has  kept  that  in  No.  1  and  No.  2,  and  what 
the  difTerence  is. 

Q.  Allow  me  to  say  that  your  book-keeper,  for  an  explanation  of  these  entries, has  re- 
ferred us  to  you. — A.  Then  I  must  look  at  it  and  answer  it  as  best  I  can.  I  want  the  com- 
mittee all  to  understand  that  I  am  no  accountant. 

Q.  There  appears  to  be,  upon  your  lodger,  an  account  of  Elijah  G.  Catteli,  the  last  footing 
up  of  which,  on  the  debit  side,  is  $142,004.57,  and  upon  the  credit  side,  $182,594.81.  That 
is  Elijah  G.  Catteli,  No.  1  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  your  ledger,  page  313,  appears  E.  G.  Catteli,  No.  2,  and  upon  the  credit  side  this 
entry :  "  Bv  balance  transterred  from  folio  275,  ^224,121.28."  Now,  turning  to  folio  275  I 
find,  upon  the  17th  day  of  April,  1873,  a  credit  of  $180,017.73  ;  May  16,  $18,504.93;  Septem- 
ber 17,  $25,598.62,  there  being  one  debit  item  in  that  account  of  a  later  date  than  January 
21, 1871.  On  page  :i52,  on  the  cash-book,  appears  an  entry,  **E.  Catteli,  No.  2,  received  from 
E.  G.  Catteli  at  various  times,  and  Buma  iiotcv  '^ciNcvt^i^t^V^'K^^U^w^ferred  from  memoran- 
dum due-bill,  $180,017.73.    The  nexl  ciedM  a^^\iM%\r^^c\^  5k».\ftQl  Uswi  \bA^'}»;i^^,\#JA.^, 
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HJnder  date  of  September  17, 1873,  $25,598.62.  Now,  are  jou  able  to  tell  the  committee  from 
"v^liat  oaarter  these  sams  of  mone?  were  derived  ? — A.  A  part  of  that  money  has  been  derived 
from  the  receipts  of  money  that  I  have  made  in  my  Navy  operations  and  other  oatside  oper- 
ations. I  have  many  operations  outside  which  you  will  ascertain  about,  of  course.  I  have 
xDsde  money  and  have  had  it  kept  on  a  memorandum,  and  then  credited  in  a  lump. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Cattell,  No.  2,  from  what  quarter  did  you  pay  to  anybody,  either  in  the 
slispe  of  settling  his  accounts  or  in  any  other  way,  any  sums  of  money  to  anybody  con- 
nected with  the  public  service  ? — A.  I  desire  to  have  that  question  explained,  because  I  do 
not  understand  it.  I  have  never  paid  any  money  to  any  public  officer  in  any  settlement  of 
a<^couDts  in  any  way.  I  never  have.  I  do  not  quite  understand  whether  that  was  your 
direct  question. 

<^.  From  the  account  of  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2,  have  you  disbursed  or  paid  in  any  way  any 
smns  of  money,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  one  connected  with  the  public  service  ? — A.  I 
liave  not,  that  I  can  recollect.  Would  this  statement  be  an  answer  to  that  question :  That 
in  ]No.  2  nor  no  other  account  have  I  done  such  a  thing  as  to  pay  money.  I  will  state  that 
under  oath  if  that  will  cover  your  question  whether  it  is  in  any  particular  account  or  not. 
I  -vvill  say,  under  oath,  that  in  that  account  or  in  any  other  account,  or  in  any  way,  I  have 
not  made  any  such  settlement  or  payment  to  any  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy  or  anybody 
else. 

By  Mr.  3urleigh  : 

Q.  Or  gifts  t — A.  Or  gifts,  except  some  trifling  matters  that  I  think  I  have  named ; 
nothing  of  moment.  No  settlement,  no  payment,  no  buying  of  a  man  to  get  him  to  do 
anything.  In  no  account,  either  No.  1,  2,  or  any  other  account,  have  I  paid  out,  given,  or 
suborned  a  Government  officer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Let  me,  then,  go  a  step  farther.  Independent  of  any  purpose  or  object  that  you  may 
^ave  had  in  view  to  corrupt  or  suborn  you  have  not  given  anything  of  value  to  any  one 
e-ounected  with  the  public  service  f — A'.  If  that  question  will  cover  any  little  thing  I  would 
xiot  like  to  answer  it;  but  I  am  now  speaking  of  anything  that  would  be  calculated  to  pro- 
<3ace  a  wrong  or  to  suborn  a  man.  I  do  not  know  but  what  there  might  be  some  little 
thing  that  I  could  not  call  up,  and  I  want  you  to  understand  that  if  there  is  anything  it  is 
some  small  affair.  There  has  been  nothing  of  moment  or  of  large  amount.  There  have 
l>eeii  some  small  things  which  have  been  given,  perhaps,  that  I  probably  would  not  remember 
About  at  all,  and  it  would  have  no  effect  upon  a  person  or  be  in  an  amount  that  would  have 
*^y  effect  upon  any  man. 

Q.  Independeut  of  any  purpose  that  you  or  any  one  might  be  supposed  to  have  had  in 
^*>*king  a  present  or  a  loan,  or  giving  any  accommodation  whatever,  have  you  conveyed,  as 
A  matter  of  a  friendship,  any  such  thing  f — A.  Yes ;  and  it  has  just  come  to  me  at  this  mo- 
^ent— I  did  loan  |J,OOU. 

,^5.  To  whom  was  that  loaned  f — A.  H.  E.  Offley.  He  was  then  chief  clerk  of  the  Navy 
^^partment.  He  was  trying  to  get  a  situation  with  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  to  leave  the  Navy 
-Apartment,  and  this  loan,  as  I  understand,  was  to  help  him  get  ready  for  that. 

Q.  As  a  mere  act  of  friendship  in  your  own  opinion  have  you  loaned  or  given  to  any  one 
^nnected  with  the  Navy  or  their  families  any  sums  of  money  or  any  property,  jewelry,  dry- 
goods,  or  anything  else  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Now,  referring  to  the  account  of  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2, 1  find  on  your  journal  under  date 
of  Jane  4,  1870,  **E.  G.  Cattell  toll.  S.  Grant,  transfer  entry,  $70.29."— A.  That  money  was 
P*id  me,  and,  of  course,  charged. 

Q.  Have  I  read  the  entry  correctly  ? — A.  I  suppose  so.  Mr.  Grant  bought  some  oats  and 
toe  money  was  paid  to  me.  I  should  think  Mr.  Warr  could  explain  why  that  entry  was 
^%de  in  that  way.  The  oats  I  was  sending  to  Mr.  Robeson.  He  had  been  talking  about 
toe  nice  quality,  and  they  sent  to  me  for  a  hundred  bushels. 

Q-  That  Grant  purchase  appears  to  have  been  of  date,  Jane  4,  1870,  and  supplied  June 
jj^  197],  and  then  settled  in  the  manner  stated  on  the  book ;  that  is,  by  a  transfer  entry. 
Tuat  is,  you  were  charged  with  the  sum  and  he  was  credited  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  frequently  got 
Qioney  out,  and  I  came  in  and  said,  *  That  is  paid,  but  I  have  used  the  money.*'  I  have  no- 
(lOQbt  this  may  be  an  entry  of  that  kind.  Mr.  Warr  ought  to  be  able  to  explain  how  that 
mrj  ig. 

Q.  These  books  purport  to  be  the  books  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  do  they  not  ? 
~"A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q>  There  is  then  an  account  opened  against  Elijah  G.  Cattell  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  That  would  properly  be  your  individual  account,  would  it  notf — A.  I  cannot  answer 
'D«  question.  My  book-keeper,  to  keep  his  moneys  and  things  straight,  would  have  the 
Privilege  of  opening  any  ana  all  accounts  that  he  saw  proper  on  the  books,  unless  I  sug- 
f^ted  to  him  something,  which  I  did  not  often  do,  because,  not  being  a  book-keeper  or  ac- 
wnntant,  I  left  it  to  him. 

Q-  Did  you  never  suggest  to  him  the  opening  of  the  account  of  E.O.Catl%\\,'^o.^A — k, 
"*'l  sir,  I  might  have  done  so,  hot  I  do  not  remember  it. 


128  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

Q.  For  what  purpose,  if  you  did  do  so,  was  it  done  ? — A.  I  could  have  had  no  special  jrar 
pose  except  that  it  would  probably  make  the  Account  plainer  and  eaMier. 

Q.  I  asK  yon  as  a  matter  of  fact,  and  after  your  attention  has  been  called  to  the  entries  on 
the  cash-book,  if  the  money  that  you  derived  as  your  commission  or  interest  in  your  Navy 
contracts  or  Navy  business,  did  not  enter  into  the  account  of  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  '2  ? — A.  That 
I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  not  in  substance  said  so  already  ? — A.  If  I  have,  I  have  said  what  I  do  not 
fully  understand.  I  do  not  know.  I  could  not  say.  My  book-keeper,  if  he  was  here,  could 
explain  whether  it  is  or  not  so.    I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  When  you  received  checks  from  Mr.  Matthews,  for  instance,  to  the  cre4it  of  what  account 
did  the  various  sums  of  money  pass  ?— A.  The  sums  of  money  all  ought  to  pass  to  my  own 
individual  credit ;  every  dollar  that  came  to  me  oufrht  to  pass  to  my  own  individual  credit. 

Q.  Ought  they  to  have  passed  to  the  credit  of  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  1,  or  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.2  ? 
— A.  That  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  instructions  to  your  book-lceeper  to  retain  these  amounts  and  not 
enter  them  upon  your  books  ? — A.  Certainly.  It  has  been  our  practice  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  I  do  not  think  it  a  good  one  and  stated  to  my  folks  so,  to  carry  memoranda  in  oar 
drawer  and  not  enter  them  on  the  books — too  many  of  them.  It  has  annoyed  me  a  good 
deal,  and  yet  I  have  slipped  imperceptibly  into  carrying  these  memoranda  and  carrying  thij 
cash,  and  then  at  timet  making  proper  entries  of  them. 

Q.  State  how  you  carried  these  Matthews  receipts.  Did  you  pass  them  to  your  credit  or 
to  the  credit  of  your  firm,  or  did  you  make  memoranda  of  them  and  keep, them  in  your  cash- 
drawer  ? — A.  Ii  they  needed  something,  my  instructions  were  that  if  I  was  from  home  and 
any  checks  of  that  kind  were  received  to  use  them  and  give  me  credit  for  them.  If  I  was 
about  and  did  not  want  to  make  any  deposit  myself,  I  would  hand  them  to  either  one  of  the 
young  men,  generally  the  book-keeper,  and  tell  him  to  take  that  and  give  me  credit  for  it 
on  the  books  and  use  ii. 

Q.  If  he  did  that  at  the  time  that  you  passed  the  checks  to  him  how  is  it  that  this  large 
sum  of  money  has  accumulated  and  is  made  in  lumping  entries  t — A.  Because  that  wu  kept 
on  memoranaa. 

Q,  Then  it  was  not  passed  on  the  books  ? — A.  It  was  passed  to  my  credit.  I  did  not 
know  whether  he  was  Keeping  it  on  a  memorandum  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  not  instruct  him  to  keep  memoranda  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  did 
or  not.  I  never  conceived  that  it  would  make  any  difference  to  anybody  whether  it  wai  on 
my  book,  or  whether  it  was  on  a  memorandum,  and  I  do  not  know  now  whether  I  instructed 
him  or  not. 

Q.  Under  whose  instructions  did  you  deposit  to  the  credit  of  G.  M.  Robeson,  in  the  Csm- 
den  State  Bank  ? — ^A.  Under  his  instructions. 

Q.  From  what  quarter  did  those  deposits  come  ? — A.  Money  from  him. 

Q.  Did  you  not  deposit  in  advance  of  money  from  him  T — A.  I  may  have  done  so ;  bat 
whatever  aeposits  and  whitever  transactions  have  occurred,  are  entered  regularly  on  the 
books.  I  may  have  some  letter  requesting  me  to  do  that  thing  for  him.  There  was  tfome 
money  transactions  that  he  was  very  short  in,  and  I  may  have  helped  him  in  that  particuUr ; 
but  whatever  has  been  done  in  my  department  has  gone  regularly  through  the  booki,  ftQ<I 
to  undertake  to  explain  that  I  could  not. 

Q.  Calling  your  recollection  back  to  the  statement  which  you  have  made,  as  I  underst&od 
you,  you  have  never  loaned  to  Mr.  Robeson  any  money  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  recollectioD, 
excepting  what  is  entered  regularly  upon  my  books.  You  will  understand  me,  that  wbateT^j 
has  been  done,  nothing  has  ever  been  done  that  has  not  been  regularly  entered,  and  you  will 
find  that  on  the  books.  Whatever  is  there,  is  correct,  as  I  believe.  To  undertake  to  ex- 
plain and  keep  in  my  mind  a  thing  that  I  am  not  familiar  with,  I  cannot  do.  My  jo^^i 
man  has  been  with  me  many  years,  and  I  believe  his  figures  are  right,  and  his  accounts  ai« 
right. 

Q.  Turning  to  Mr.  Robeson's  account,  page  124  of  your  ledger,  the  first  entry  I  find  there 
is,  '*  Bills  payable,  |10,000;'*  what  explanation  have  you  as  to  thatf~A.  Borrowed  on 
loan  account. 

Q.  Next  following  in  date  I  find  that  transJu:tion  apparently  renewed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  next  in  date,  October  15, 1869,  on  the  credit  side  of  Mr.  Robeson's  account  appe»» 
$5,!581.25  ;  that  is  closed  in  the  year  1869,  Mr.  Robeson  apparently  having  drawn  out  the 
money.  Now,  commencing  March  J2,tthere  is  |500.— -A.  The  book-keeper  will  hsFe  to  ex- 
plain that  account. 

Q.  Look  at  that  further  :  During  the  year  1870,  down  to  the  statement  as  it  appears  on 
this  page  on  your  letter-account,  Mr.  Robeson  appears  to  have  received  from  you  |7,352  'JP' 
the  credit  side  of  his  account  being  March  14,  le70,  |1,091.25:  that  is  carried  then  to  ioiio 
126  ? — A.  It  was  all  closed  up. 

Q.  When  ?— A.  October  13,  1871,  as  it  states  on  the  book.  , 

Q.  That  large  amount  of  money  you  were  carrying  for  him  until  it  was  so  closed  up  ?— ^.'  ^ 
will  get  my  booKrkeeper  to  explain  that.  I  know  I  borrow^ed  and  exchanged  notes  with  hio 
and  different  transactions  of  luiat  kind,  but  that  part  of  it  I  do  not  recollect  about. 

Q.  Calling  your  attenliou  to  l\ia\.  «L«ico\ml,  ^^^  \l  'joM^x^xsLftt^  at  ^riodic  and  stated  uniw 
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deposit  to  bis  credit  in  the  State  Bank,  at  Camden,  about  tbe  same  amount  of  money  7 — A. 
I  did.  I  had  in'mj  bands  at  the  time  in  my  safe  some  bonds  to  re-imburse  me  as  I  needed 
it.  They  were  laying  in  my  safe,  or  at  least  my  young  man  bad  them  there,  and  either  he 
or  myself  went  out  and  sold  them  as  we  needed  it. 

Q.  That  being  your  answer,  I  ask  you  if  your  books  show  during  the  years  1870  and 
ld7J  thesale  ot  but  two  bonds,  one  being  a  sale  in  which  the  sum  of  |1,09L*25  was  realized 
&od  the  other  a  sale  in  which  tbe  sum  of  i  1,678. 87  was  realized  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
tiictt  entry  would  be  a  sale  of  bonds  or  whether  it  would  be  money ;  whether  I  would  hand 
it  to  Mr.  Warr  as  so  much  money,  or  whether  it  would  be  entered  as  a  sale  of  bondd.  It 
mig^ht  occur  one  way  or  it  might  occur  the  other. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Robeson  have  bonds  on  deposit  with  yout — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  To  what  extent? — A.  Never  more  tuan  ^,000  or  $5,000,  I  think,  at  any  one  time. 
Q.  For  what  pur|>ose  did  he  have  them  on  deposit  with  you? — A.  It  was  in  view  of  the 
Camden  Bank — to  pay  his  check  on  the  Camieu  Bank  and  bills  that  he  would  buy  that  I 
would  pay  for  him.    Those  matters  all  are  charged  on  the  books ;  Bodine's  and  Caffrej's 
bills. 

Q.  If  you  bad  tbe  bonds  in  your  own  hands,  and  were  authorized. to  sell  them,  what  was 
tbe  neoessity  for  you  checking  on  the  Camden  Bank  f — A.  I  did  not  check  on  the  Camden 
B«ink.     I  have  no  account  in  that  bank. 

Q.  I  ask  you  then  why  it  was  that  you  made  a  deposit  in  tbe  bank  at  Camden  ? — ^A.  By 
request  of  Mr.  Robeson  that  he  had  checked  on  the  bank  and  his  account  was  overdrawn, 
or  that  he  needed  money  in  the  bank. 

Q.  Does  it  not  appear  on  the  face  of  Mr.  Robeson's  account  that  you  carried  a  large  bal- 
ance for  him  over  a  yearf — A.  Not  a  larfi;e  balance.     There  is  a  few  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Upon  which  no  interest  is  charged,  is  there  f — A.  I  think  not.  The  amounts  that  are 
carried  tor  over  a  year  do  not  amount  to  over  $7,000. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  the  old  firm,  and  A«  G.  Cattell  dt 
Co.,  the  new  firm,  Aleck  G.  Cattell  and  £.  G.  Cattell,  had  separate  bank-accounts  f — A.  Yes, 
air. 
Q.  Who  keeps  those  accounts  ?— A.  Mr.  Warr,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Does  he  keep  tbe  account  for  all  four? — A.  I  do  not  think  be  keeps  A.  G.'s  account. 
Q.  He  keeps  E.  G.  CattelFs  bank-account  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  keep  that  separate  from  the  firm  of  E.  G.  Cattell  <&  Co.  ? — A.  Yes,  I  believe  bo. 
I  keep  nothing  but  a  simple  bank-book,  and  it  lays  there  in  my  office  and  they  know  what 
^ODey  I  draw  out.   It  is  settled  up  very  often. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  bad  other  business  outside  of  the  firm,  and  among  other  things  that 
^OQ  had  dealt  largely  with  the  Navy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  it  show  on  your  books  that  you  have  had  large  transactions  with  the 
^^svv  T — A.  It  does  not  show.  Our  firm  has  not  had  large  transactions  that  have  gone  reg* 
'^rly  through  the  books.  What  transactions  have  been  made  with  the  Navy  have  been  on 
^7  own  individual  account. 

Q.  Did  you  have  large  transactions  with  the  Navy,  individually,  without  any  books  show* 
ing those  transactions  7-— A.  Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

Q.  Where  is  the  credit  of  the  money  received  from  Matthews,  and  other  accounts  f — A.  I 
'Coald  not  in  any  way  separate  it. 

Q.  Does  that  money  appear  on  your  book  as  received  directly  from  Matthews,  or  any  one 
"^Ise?— A.  No,  sir ;  not  always.    I  am  not  clear  how  that  has  been  entered. 
Q.  You  have  charged  $3,000  for  political  expenses  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Yon  collected  that  money,  dia  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  part  of  it. 

Q.  Should  not  your  books  show  bf  whom  and  what  part  you  collected  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it 
^oald  not  show  at  all.    I  would  hand  them  so  much  money. 

Q.  How  could  your  book-keeper  keep  his  books  and  make  his  cash-account  come  square  f — 
A.  I  expect  by  a  memorandum.  He  will  have  to  answer  that  question.  1  suppose  it  would 
be  tbroueb  a  memorandum  which  would  keep  his  cash  straight. 

Q.  Did  be  keep  that  memorandum  by  your  order  f — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.     I  do  not 
aay  that  he  did  not  nor  do  I  say  that  he  did. 
Q.  You  have  said  that  you  were  not  a  book-keeper  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  vou  not  keep  a  private  memorandum,  the  balance  of  which  was  $180,000,  and 

bave  that  credited  to  you  on  the  books  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  said  that  I  had  no  books  at  all. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  keep  that  memorandum  ? — A.  Not  at  all.     I  know  nothing  of  how 

the  memorandum  was  kept,  to  my  memory.     I  had  no  book.    Mr.  Warr  kept  that  memo- 

raodam  himself  entirely. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  yourself  were  the  old  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.— A.  Yea, 
«ir;  virtoally. 

Q.  State  your  reasons  for  not  entering  on  the  books  the  money  received  from  these  com' 
niiuions,  to  the  amount  of  $180,000. — A.  That  was  a  private  matter.     I  had  two  cb\Vdt«ii^ 
ftnd  I  wanted  to  confine  their  attention  and  their  energies  to  the  b\ia\iiQi&«  \\i%XWtQi^^X» 
ibem  up  in,  and  which  I  desire  them  to  follow  all  their  lives.    I  d\d  not  ^axiV.  ^«ax  \a\^' 
H.  Mis.  170,  pt  3 9 
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Q.  Did  you  have  any  interest,  or  do  you  know  whether  your  brother  had  any  interest,  in 
that  claim  ? — A.  He  did  not  to  my  knowledge.    - 

Q.  Or  in  the  claim  for  the  Governor?— A.  Not  the  slightest,  to  my  knowledge 

Q.  At  what  time,  if  ever,  was  Paymaster-General  BrtCdford  located  at  Philadelphia?— A. 
I  do  not  understand  that  question  exactly.  . 

Q.  Was  J.  Q.  Bradford,  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  ever  at  any  time  stationed 
at  this  point  f — A.  I  think  not.     I  do  not  remember  now  that  he  was. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  he  on  d4ity  at  the  city  of  Wtishington  ?  I  mean  when  he  was 
appointed  chief  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  About  three  years  ago,  1  think.  I  could  not  give  you 
the  date, 

Q.  What  have  been  your  relations  with  him  ? — A.  Intimate. 

Q.  Confidential? — A.  Yes,  I  misrht  say  confidential.  I  am  intimate  with  him.  He  is  an 
old  friend  of  mine.     He  visits  my  house.    He  has  known  me  for  a  great  many  yeans. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  procured  Mr.  Bradford  to  mention  your  name  to  Mr.  Matthews 
in  the  city  of  New  York  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  suggested  it  to  him.  It  struck  me  like  a 
clap  of  thunder.    I  never  even  suggested  it. 

Q.  You  had  told  Mr.  Bradford  that  you  were  going  to  the  city  of  New  York  T — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  How  did  he  know  that  you  were  going  to  the  city  of  New  York  ? — A.  Mr.  Matthews 
sent  for  me  to  go  and  see  him. 

Q.  Did  you  contemplate  going  to  New  Yoik  and  opening  there?— A.  Certainly,  I  meant 
to  do  business  wherever  I  could  do  any. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  that  fact  to  Mr.  Bradford  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  before  I 
entered  in  with  Mr.  Matthews  I  put  in  a  bid  for  some  slate,  and  I  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and 
furnished  the  slate  to  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard.  I  think  I  put  in  a  bid  for  butter,  and  was 
the  lowest  bidder,  and  got  the  contract. 

Q.  You  are  distinct  in  your  recollection  that  the  first  interview  between  Mr.  Matthews 
and  yourself  was  brought  about  by  Mr.  Matthews's  instigation,  and  not  yours  i  You  bad 
no  agency  in  bringing  it  about  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  that  ? — A.  I  had  mentioned  my  going  into  business.  Hr. 
Bradford  knew  that  I  was  going  to  do  this  business,  and  something  may  have  passed  between 
us  on  that  point  that  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  You  are  a  large  borrower  of  money  from  Mr.  Bradford,  are  you  not  f — A.  Yes,  »ir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  such  ? — A.  My  books  will  show  it,  I  presume.  He  was 
credited  with  the  money  when  it  came,  and  the  interest  is  paid  him  regularly. 

Q.  Has  any  part  of  that  money  been  borrowed  from  him  since  he  has  been  in  Europe?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  on  duty  when  you  borrowed  it  from  him  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  yoa.  It 
you  get  the  date  of  the  loan  from  the  books,  it  might  be  located.  I  cannot  remember  thst 
date. 

Q.  The  first  entry  is  September  7,  1871,  $10,000.  The  next  appears  to  be  of  date  Octo- 
ber 17,  1871,  $5,000.  The  next  is  dated  January  13,  1872,  $1,667.  The  next  is  dated 
July  1,  1872,  $2,333.  The  next  is  July  3,  1^72,  $1,000 ;  making  $20,000.  He  was  thun  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  was  he  not  ? — A.  I  think  he  was  ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  money  actually  loaned  and  passed  to  your  credit  ? — A.  It  was  actusUj 
loaned  and  passed  to  my  credit. 

Q.  Was  not  that  a  part  of  the  money  derived  from  the  Matthews  arrangement  ?— A.  NpJ 
at  all.  It  never  had  a  cent  of  connection  with  it.  There  was  not  a  dollar  of  money  p&id 
or  arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Bradford  ;  not  the  slightest. 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Bradford  well? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  sources  did  he  derive  his  income  outside  of  his  salary  ? — A.  That  I  do  not 
know.  . 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  separate  estate  or  property  ?  Can  you  furnish  any  explanation  O' 
the  fact  that  he  was  loaning  you  that  amount  of  money  within  that  period  of  time  froml^^ 
salary  ?  Can  you  reconcile  it  with  his  salary  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  wnere  he  got  the  money. 
He  loaned  it  to  me  because  I  needed  some  money.  ^ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  loan  to  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  any  sums  of  money  '^ 
A.  No,  sir.  , 

Q.  Have  you  not  loaned  to  Mr.  Russell, the  paymaster  at  this  place  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  1 1^"* 
not. 

Q.  Has  not  your  firm  loaned  V— A.  That  I  do  not  know.    I  cannot  tell  you.    If  the/«^ 
any  loan  it  must  be  registered  on  the  books.     We  have  loans  and  have  due-bills  probAo|y 
of  a  good  many  friends  who  come  in  and  are  accommodated  with  small  sums  of  money.  ^. 
is  a  natural  and  common  thing  with  merchants,  and  particularly  with  us.    A  good  desl  o 
that  we  never  get  back  again. 

Q.  Who  are  the  bondsmen  of  Mr.  Russell  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  , 

Q.  Upon  whose  recommendation  was  he  selected  as  paymaster  at  this  place?— A.  1  ^ 
not  know  that.  .      k  n" 

Q.  Upon  whose  recommendal\oi\  Yf»A  \v%  doutluued  here  at  this  point  after  having  beeo 
relieved  f — A.  1  do  not  know  iWl. 
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Q.  Did  yon  or  your  brother  recommend  or  join  in  a  recommendation  for  that  purpose  t — 
A.  I  can  only  speak  for  myself.  I  never  recommended  Mr.  Russell.  I  cannot  speak  as  to 
m  J  brother.  I  like  Mr.  Russell  as  a  correct,  straightforward  man,  and  always  did  ever  since 
I  have  known  him. 

Q.  Are  you  not  a  creditor  of  his  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  I  mean  is  he  indebted  to  you  upon  any  account  whatever? — A.  If  he  is  it  is  on  the 
books.     There  is  nothing  else.    If  there  is  anything  on  the  books  it  is  correct. 

Q.  Have  you  no  due-bill  or  memorandum  of  indebtedness  from  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  bought  any  real  estate  from  yon  or  from  the  companies  of  which  you  are  a 
member  T — A.  No,  sir,  never. 

Q.  Have  you  loaned  any  money  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — ^A.  Nothing  but  what 
will  appear  on  our  books  that  I  can  now  recollect.  During  the  crisis,  at  the  time  of  the 
failure  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  we  were  pretty  well  extended.  It  was  pretty  sharp  work. 
Several  times  I  taxed  some  of  my  friends  pretty  hard,  and  among  them  I  think  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Robeson  in  one  or  two  instances  boiTOwed  some  money  and  gave  me  the  party's  check 
to  use  in  case  of  necessity,  and  I  did  use  it,  but  returned  it.  That  probably  may  have  gone 
regularly  on  my  books  and  it  may  not.  But  our  transactions  shown  on  our  books  are  that 
there  has  been  some  money  notes  and  transactions  between  the  Secretary  and  ourselves.  It 
is  impossible  for  me  to  pick  them  out  in  amount  and  date,  but  I  refer  to  the  account.  The 
transactions  are  there  on  record. 

Q.  The  books  we  have  seen  here  show  only  that  Robeson  has  from  time  to  time  loaned 
his  notes. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  that  correctly  represent  if  such  is  the  showing  of  your  books,  your  debit  and  credit 
relations  with  him  ? — A.  It  shows  all  my  relations  with  Mr.  Robeson  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  of  a  despatch  from  you : 

**  Washington  City,  October  4,  1873. 
'*  To  Hon.  Geo.  M.  Robeson, 

**  Care  Paymaster  Cutter ^  29  Broadway^  New  York: 

'^Arrange  matters  with  Cooke.  Must  make  change  in  paper.  Leave  for  home  six  to- 
day." 

A.  That  thing  is  not  clear  in  my  mind.  In  the  purchase  of  the  real  estate  bei)ween  my 
brother  and  the  Secretary  at  Washington,  they  borrowed  money  of  Jay  Cooke  &,  Co.  My 
brother  was  in  Europe  and  t  was  to  look  after  the  paper.  At  the  time  of  the  failure  and  the 
crisis,  or  before  that,  this  paper  or  note  that  was  to  be  paid  and  taken  care  of  here  was  sent  to 
Washington.  That  note,  I  think,  was  |8.()00,  if  my  recollection  is  right.  I  was  a  little  short 
of  money,  and  I  took  two  notes,  signed  Irvin  Maguire  to  the  order  of  Alexander  G.  Cattell 
&.  Co.  I  went  down  and  tried  to  ^et  the  note  renewed.  I  found  I  could  not  do  that.  I  got 
Mr.  Stanton  to  discount  those  two  Maguire  notes  and  give  me  the  money,  and  with  the  bal- 
ance I  renewed  the  note.  That,  I  think,  is  the  nearest  explanation  I  can  make  of  that  trans- 
tion. 

Q    That  was  an  $8,000  note  ?— A.  I  think  it  was  $8,000. 

Q.  And  It  was  given  for  and  on  account  of  a  purchase  of  certain  lots  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington f — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  those  lots  that  Mr.  Robeson  and  my  brother  owned  on  joint  account. 
The  deeds  are  in  mv  brother's  name,  but  they  are  jointly  interested. 

Q.  You  took  up  that  note,  and  you  were  to  do  it  according  to  the  arrangement  you  had,  by 
substituting  the  notes  of  Irvin  Maguire  with  the  indorsement  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  these  notes  of  Mag  uire  f  Have  they  been  paid  ? — A.  They  were 
paid  by  money  handed  to  me  to  pay  them  when  they  matured. 

Q.  ay  whom  handed  to  youf — A.  By  my  brother. 

Q.  Is  there  any  entry  upon  your  books  that  will  show  that  transaction? — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  is  or  not    I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q.  If  it  was,  it  would  appear  about  the  date  of  this  telegram,  would  it  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  If  it  does  not  appear  at  or  about  that  date  vou  would  say  that  the  transaction  is  not 
Qpon  your  books  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  recollect  about  that  telegram. 

Q.  If  ii  was  not  entered  upon  your  books  where  womd  it  be  entered  T — A.  There  would 
be  no  entry  of  it  on  any  of  my  books,  particularly  if  it  pertained  to  a  matter  of  my  brother's. 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  Paymaster-General  Watmough  ? — A.  Pleasant^  friendly. 

Q.  Intimate  7 — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  intimate.  I  have  knowu  him  for  a  great 
many  years.    He  is  one  of  our  own  people. 

Q.  From  this  city  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  if  you  joined  in  the  recommendation  made  for  his  appointment  or  designation  to 
the  place  that  he  now  holds  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  advised  that  he  would  be  assigned  prior  to  the  time  that  he  was  so  assigned  ? 
—A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  YOU  any  interest  with  your  brother  in  his  business  in  Europe  ? — A.  No^  «\t. 

Q.  I  will  now  call  your  attention  for  a  short  time  to  your  books.    1  ^ti^  w.^\i  7Q\vt\^^5gst. 
iwQ  accotuito  opened,  one  agamst  E.Q.  Cattell  and  theotber  agaiii&tl^.  Qi.  C«XV^^^Q«*^> 
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Q.  Would  it  not  be  a  very  stranee  circumstance  for  any  merchant  doinff  busineas  in  two 
years  to  the  extent  of  $180,04)0,  and  making  that  entry  on  his  (ifeneral  books  in  one  sum,  to 
destroy  the  original  entries  7 — A.  I  can  answer  that  question,  but  it  would  look  ra^er  against 
us  ana  against  me. 

Q.  Can  it  help  looking  so  until  you  bring  the  book  forward  ?— A.  Certainly  it  can. 

Q.  Will  you  oring  that  book  to  us  ? — A.  There  is  no  book,  and  there  never  was  a  book. 

Q.  Will  you  bring  that  memorandum  ? — A.  I  koow^  nothing  about  that  I  never  hare 
seen  it,  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  Was  not  the  money  which  you  received  from  Matthews  and  other  people  from  whom 
you  received  commissions  for  doing  business  for  the  Navy  entered  on  this  memorandam? — 
A.  It  was  put  down  as  cash,  and  nothing  else.  $1,000  or  $2,000,  or  six,  or  five,  was  put 
down,  as  I  would  get  it. 

Q.  As  you  would  pay  it  out  you  would  put  it  down  t — A.  No,  sir.  I  would  hand  it  to 
my  book-keeper,  and  the  credit  is*  on  the  book  of  all  the  money  I  have  ever  received  for  that 
and  everything  else. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Are  you  not  considered  as  a  first-class  merchant  in  this  city  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness f — A.  I  should  dislike  that  to  go  on  paper. 

Q.  But  are  vou  not  considered  as  one  of  the  able  merchants  of  this  city  in  regard  to  your 
business  and  the  manner  and  mode  of  your  doing  it? — A.  I  have  the  credit  of  accomplishing 
more  in  business  matters  than  most  men  of  my  a^e.  For  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight 
years  I  have  been  a  successful  merchant  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Did  you  not  state  before  this  committee  that  about  1870  or  1871  you  were  not  satisfied 
that  you  were  making  what  money  you  ought  to  make  in  your  business,  and  you  thought 
you  would  commence  outside  in  other  operations  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  that. 

Q.  You  did  so  ? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  this  connection,  with  parties  here  furnishing  goods  of  different  kinds  to  the 
Government? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  this  connection  they  were  to  pay  you  a  certain  percentage  upon  the  amount-of  gross 
receipts  that  the  Government  paid  to  each  ? — A.  Perhaps  I  have  made  a  little  error  there  in 
saying  gross  receipts.   I  think  it  was  on  profits. 

Q.  I  think  you  stated  gross  receipts,  souie  five  per  cent,  and  some  ten  per  cent.  You 
spoke  of  some  felting  or  roofiug  company  ? — A.  Well,  there  was  a  wide  difference,  and  it 
might  have  been  a  small  mistake  also.  It  was  5  per  cent,  on  the  profits  and  not  5  per  cent,  on 
the  gross  amount. 

Q.  From  these  parties  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  understanding  which  vou  had  with  parties  who  furnished  materials  to 
the  Government  of  different  classes  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  that  was  it. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  vou  never  had  kept  any  books,  or  made  any  entries  upon 
your  books,  except  what  you  carried  in  your  pocket  as  a  memorandum  f' — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  account  that  your  clerk,  Mr.  Warr,  kept,  on  a  slip  of  paper  in  the  drawer  or 
in  a  pass-book  such  as  a  man  would  carry  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  It  was  on  slips  of  paper,  I 
think,  two  or  three  pinned  on  as  one  would  get  full,  making  a  little  book  of  it.  I  think 
that  is  the  way  it  was  kept. 

Q.  It  was  a  pass-book  made  by  him  t — A.  No, sir;  not  a  pass-book. 

Q.  But  in  the  same  form  or  shape  f — A.  No,  sir ;  long-wise  I  think.    Perhaps  I  eoald 
bring  you  one  of  the  same  kind  \yiti^  in  the  drawer,  as  we  keep  them. 

Q.  According  to  the  statement  which  yon  have  made  to  the  committee  in  regard  to  jour 
mercantile  knowledge  of  doing  business  do  you  not  think  it  is  very  peculiar  that  you  sboold 
receive  $180,000  from  these  different  parties,  and  for  three  years  there  should  be  no  entritf 
made  on  the  books  of  the  concern,  which  you  owned  wholly  yourself,  the  parties  who  were 
connected  with  vou  being  onlv  clerks  on  salary  f  Providing  that  the  fact  or  its  running  for 
three  vears  should  appear  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  what  would  be  the  opinion  of  joar 
knowledge  of  how  to  do  business  ? — A.  I  should  think  that  in  a  transaction  or  that  kind  io  > 
general  business  it  would  not  look  mercantile,  but  in  a  business  of  my  own  it  was  my  right  to 
either  keep  or  not  keep  any  account  at  all.  A  great  many  people  in  outside  operatioiu  ^o 
not  keep  any  account. 

Q.  All  other  business,  with  the  exception  of  this,  which  you  have  ever  done,  has  beeo 
entered  regularly  on  a  set  of  books  ? — A.  O,  no;  if  I  would  make  a  transaction  or  a  sale  of 
a  piece  of  real  estate,  or  purchase  and  sell  some  stocks,  or  give  my  wife  or  daughter  or  son 
some  money,  it  would  probably  not  come  into  the  concern  at  all ;  or  I  might  hand  Mr.  W&n 
80  much  money  and  tell  him  to  give  me  credit  for  it,  and  there  would  be  no  entry  mads  of  it- 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  have  disbursed  the  money  made  on  these  different  operBtioos  0° 
which  you  claim  to  have  received  5  per  cent,  of  it  profits  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  has  all  goon^ 
my  books ;  that  is,  everything  I  have  received  from  the  Navy,  most  of  it  has  gone  on  booki. 

Q.  What  books  ? — A.  They  have  been  credited  on  our  books  there;  that  makes  tke 
amount. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  investied,  foi  axL^  oti«,  «xk^  oC  Uda  money  that  has  been  reodred  b^ 
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any  of  these  parties  from  whom  yon  received  5  per  cent.  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  all  shown  in 
my  business. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  yon  were  advised  by  A.  G.  Cattell  some  time  ago  to 
get  out  of  this  business  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  to  furnish  the  Government  as  much  as  you  did  ? — A.  Not  to  furnish  the  Govern- 
ment as  much  as  I  did. 

Q.  For  fear  that  it  might  injure  him  politically  ?— -A.  For  fear  that  it  might  reflect  upon 
him  politically. 

Q.  What  was  his  object  in  saying  that  it  might  injure  him  politically  in  the  Aitare? — A. 
I  do  not  know  what  his  object  was. 

Q.  What  inference  did  you  draw  from  it  ? — A.  That  it  might  injure  him  politically. 

Q.  Why  would  your  doing  business  wit!h  the  Government  injure  him  politically  any  more 
than  i^ou  did  it  with  an  individual  f — A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Would  it  be  in  the  manner  in  which  you  kept  your  books  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  because  he 
did  not  know  that,  and  don't  know  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  did  you  see  Secretary  Robeson  last  ? — A.  I  saw  him  as  I  came  through  Wash- 
ington. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  On  my  way  home. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  When  I  got  home,  I  went  from  there  to  New  York.  From  New 
York  I  went  to  this  office. 

Q.  You  have  seen  him,  then,  within  the  last  three  or  four  days  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  over  your  business  matters  with  him  ? — A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  Was  nothing  said  about  them  1 — A.  Not  a  word  was  said  about  any  business  matters. 
We  talked  about  tne  investigation,  and  he  said  that  it  was  going  on. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  before  that  time  T — A.  I  had  not  seen  him  for  a  month. 

Q.  Had  not  he  recently  told  you  that  you  had  brought  discredit  upon  him  7 — A.  Not  to 
my  knowledge.     I  have  not  seen  him.     He  could  not  have  told  me. 

Q.  Has  he  not  become  offended  with  you  f — A.  I  think  he  has  been  offended  with  me,  and 
has  headed  me  off  wherever  he  could.   I  have  been  a  good  deal  sore  at  him. 

Q.  How  long  has  that  soreness  continued  ? — A.  For  eighteen  months,  I  guess ;  that  is,  so 
far  as  business  went  I  have  been  sore. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  have  you  not  been  on  most  intimate  relations  with  him  and 
his  relations  ? — A.  Yes,  with  him ;  not  with  his  family ;  still,  he  is  opposed,  and  would  op- 
pose every  man  that  he  knew  I  was  doing  business  with.  He  would  throw  any  obstacle 
in  their  way  that  he  could. 

Q.  Mr.  Robeson  is  a  man  of  wealth,  is  he  not  ? — ^A.  I'.do  not  know  that ;  I  don't  think  he  is 

Q.  He  never  has  been  a  man  of  wealth,  has  he  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  I  don't  think 
he  has  much  money. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  as  late  as  the  7th  day  of  March  last,  borrow  from  Mr.  Robeson  his  two 
notes,  one  being  for  $5, 120  and  the  other  for  $4,080  ? — A.  I  think  I  did ;  he  would  loan  me  his 
notes  if  I  woold  agree  to  take  them  up.  I  have  had  a  number  of  notes,  and  have  had  them 
discounted,  and  paid  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  borrow  from  him  notes  of  that  amount  ? — A.  I  think  so  ;  if  it  ia  on  my  bill- 
book,  it  is  right ;  if  they  were  entered  there,  they  were  handed  to  Mr.  Warr. 

Q.  Is  that  the  Philadelphia  way  of  showing  soreness  between  parties  ? — A.  O,  that  was 
not  that  kind  of  soreness  ;  if  I  undertook  to  convey  that,  I  did  not  mean  that  it  was  that 
kind,  but  it  was  soreness  that  he  did  not  want  me  to  get  business  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Q.  You  had  not  been  doing  business  in  your  own  name  with  the  Navy  Department,  had 
you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  know  of  your  contracts  and  agpreements  with  these  other  parties  t — A.  He 
did  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Then  you  were  not  doing  anv  in  your  own  name,  and  he  did  not  know  that  you  were 
doing  it  in  the  name  of  others.  Why  did  be  get  sore  ? — A.  He  did  not  know  how  I  was  doing 
it  or  where  I  was  doing  it ;  but  he  knew  I  was  doing  it.  I  made  no  disguise  of  being  every- 
where, where  I  thought  there  was  an  opportunity.  I  did  not  disguise  this  thing ;  I  was  not. 
doing  it  surreptitiously ;  I  was  doing  it  openly,  and  doing  it  the  oest  I  could. 

Q.  When  you  say  you  were  doing  it  openly,  did  Mr.  Kobeson  or  anvbody  else  know  of 
your  connection  with  Stetson,  or  Noblit,  or  Matthews  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  that  was  not  a  thing 
that  I  would  be  likelv  to  spread  to  anybody. 

Q.  Then  where  did  you  do  anything  openly :  it  was  a  very  small  amount,  as  I  under- 
stand ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  amounts  were  not  so  very  large. 

Q.  Then  I  go  back  to  the  point  again,  if  yon  were  doing  so  small  a  business,  why  should 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  feel  any  concern  about  it  ? — A.  I  can  only  answer  that  question 
bj  saying  that  probably  my  brother  might  have  asked  him  to  do  so.  I  can  only  accouut  for 
it  io  that  way. 

Q.  Then  the  relations  between  your  brother  and  Mr.  Robeson  muftt  \iKV^  \i^^\i'^«r5  VgNK- 
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mate  ? — A.  They  have  always  been  intimate,  and  more  so  a  great  deal  than  myself.    They 
were  old  political  friends  together,  and  I  was  not. 

Q.  Did  you  never  ask  yoar  brother  to  interfere  with  the  Secretary  in  your  behalf  in  any 
way  t — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  he  do  it  ? — A.  Not  that  would  result  in  anything. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  not  tell  your  brother  that  you  were  interested  with  Matthews  and  these  other 
parties? — A.  I  did  not  tell  him  that  I  was  interested  with  them.  He  kneiv  I  was  interested 
with  some.   . 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  him  to  use  whatever  influence  he  had  for  the  the  purpose  of  getting 
these  contracts  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember  that,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  not  too  good  a  business-man  to  neglect  an  opportunity  of  that  kind  ? — A.  I  do 
not  think  I  would  neglect  an  opportunity  where  it  would  nelp  me,  but  I  do  not  remember 
that. 

Q.  You  said,  in  answer  to  a  auestion  propounded  to  you  by  Mr.  Burleigh,  that  most  of 
these  parties  were  successful  bidders  ?  —A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  bidders  at  the  aunual  lettings? — A.  Many  of  them  at  the  annual 
lettings. 

Q.  Give  the  name  of  one  of  those  parties  who  was  a  successful  bidder  in  the  annual  let- 
tings to  any  large  amount. — A.  Mr.  idatthews  is  one,  I  think.     I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Would  you  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  since  almost  the  date  of  your  connection  with 
him  he  has  not  been  a  bidder  at  the  annual  lettings  at  all  * — A.  I  would  be  surprised.  I 
know  he  was  at  the  Marine  Corps,  because  I  helped  to  make  out  the  prices. 

Q.  In  any  other  branch  of  the  service  ?— A.  I  think  so,  but  I  do  not  know  to  a  certainty. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  your  brother  about  the  testimony  that  Matthews  had  given  before 
the  committee? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  but  what  I  saw  in  the  papers. 

Q.  You  talked  with  him  about  that,  did  you  notf — A.  I  thmk  I  made  some  such  remark 
as  this,  that  Matthews's  testimonv,  as  far  as  I  read  it,  was  pretty  nearly  right ;  that  it  was 
the  same  testimony  that  I  would  have  given  if  I  had  gone  before  the  committee. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  your  brother  about  his  testimony  given  before  the  committee  ?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  even  see  it.  They  say  that  it  was  published  in  the  Philadelphia  Ledmr, 
but  I  have  not  talked  with  him  about  it,  and  have  not  read  it.  I  thought  of  getting  it,  oat 
have  not  done  bo. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jones,  that  your  commission  received  from 
these  parties  was  5  per  cent,  on  the  profits  that  they  made.  Now,  if  that  be  the  case,  and 
you  have  received  from  Mr.  Matthews  since  the  arrangement  entered  into  with  bim  overtbe 
sum  of  $140,000,  what  would  have  been  the  profit  made  by  Mr.  Matthews  upon  his  contracts 
with  the  Government  7  In  other  words,  would  not  his  profits  have  been  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $3,000,000  to  have  made  that  yield  of  5  per  cent.  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Matthews  did  not 
make  any  more  than  I  did,  and  in  some  cases  he  made  less. 

Q.  I  am  sticking  you  to  your  answer  to  Mr.  Jones.  You  said  that  you  only  got  5  per 
cent,  on  the  profits.  Now,  sir,  I  want  you  to  figure  out  what  would  have  been  the  profits 
to  Mr.  Matthews? — ^A.  There  is  where — well,  I  was  confused — that  is,  I  was  not  confused, 
but  I  was  bothered,  whether  it  was  on  the  profits ;  but  I  was  going  to  g«t  5  per  cent. ,  whether 
it  was  on  the  profits  or  the  gross  amount ;  of  course  Mr.  Matthews  did  not  make — some- 
times he  would  make  10  per  cent. — that  was  about  his  aim  ;  sometimes  he  would  not  make 
but  8  per  cent.,  and  probably  not  so  much  as  that.  So  that,  if  I  have  made  an  error  there 
It  is  an  error  which  I  did  not  mean.  My  arrangement  was  5  per  cent,  on  either  one  or  the 
other,  whichever  is  right,  and  I  am  a  little  bothered  about  that.  I  do  not  think  he  made 
any  more  than  I  did  out  of  that  transaction.  I  think  the  intention  was  to  divide  the  profit 
equally.  You  will  see  that  I  was  mistaken,  because  you  know  the  amount  of  business  that 
Mr.  Matthews  had  done. 

Q.  Then,  in  relation  to  your  contracts  or  agreements  with  other  parties,  do  you  think  that 
you  had  5  per  cent,  of  the  profits  ? — A.  Would  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Burleigh,  as  merchants,  pat 
me  right  on  that  point  7    I  was  to  have  5  per  cent.;  that  was  the  agreement. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  assumption  is  that  the  party  will  net  10  per  cent,  profit  on  their  trades  with  the 
Government  and  you  share  that.  Is  not  that  it  ?— A.  That  is  what  I  meant  to  say.  If  they 
made  $10,  in  other  words,  I  was  to  have  $b;  if  they  made  $15, 1  was  to  have  $7.50. 

Q.  You  were  to  have  one-half  of  the  net  profits  with  all  these  parties  for  all  they  furnished 
the  Government  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  arrangement.  I  had,  of  CvUise,  no  intention 
to  deceive  you. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  If  you  found  out  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  made  20  per  cent.,  would  you  feel  justified'in 
entering  suit  against  him  for  that  half  of  20  per  cent,  f — A.  I  do  not  think  I  would.  I  have 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  him,  and  every  other  man  that  I  had  business  with,  that  the 
Navy  was  different  from  individuals ;  that  the  Government  was  safe ;  and  that  goods  ought 
to  be  sold  to  the  Goyemment  at  a  moderate  mercantile  profit  and  no  more  in  any  instance ; 

and  when  you  could  not  get  l\ial  lo  I^Vlq  ^\^\i\e^%^  >^«jii  ^^«\\  ^^ofiLt — to  sell  to  them  because 

they  were  good. 


PHILADELPHIA  NAVY- YARD.  135 

Q.  Have  you  preserved  the  stubs  of  your  private  checks  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  preserved  the  stubs  of  the  coeck-books  of  your  firm  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  are  preserved  or  not.  I  do  not  think  they  are.  I  presume  after  tbey  get  old 
they  are  thrown  into  the  waste  paper  or  something  of  that  kind.  We  have  been  repairing 
our  office,  or  remodeling  it,  and  I  think  a  good  many  of  the  old  matters  have  been  cleared 
out  of  the  store. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  any  rent  to  Mr.  Willard,  of  Washington,  for  anybody  f — A.  Never,  to 
my  knowledge.     I  do  nut  remember  that  I  have  paid  rent  or  a  bill  of  any  kind. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  payment  made  to  C.  C.  Willard,  of  Washington  ? — A.  I  do 
not  remember  anything  of  that  kind.  If  there  is  any  transaction  of  that  kind  it  may  ap- 
pear on  our  books.    I  nave  no  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  Mr.  Matthews  recently  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  in  New  York,  but 
did  not  go  to  see  him,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  one  who  has  seen  him  since  I  read  the  testi- 
monj  in  the  case.  There  is  one  man  whom  I  do  not  think  I  have  given  the  name  of  yet, 
that  I  have  done  some  business  for,  and  if  I  think  of  others  I  will  tell  you.  1  do  not 
think  I  have  mentioned  Mr.  Swift's  name.  I  have  done  business  with  him,  but  never 
much.     I  have  done  not  over  $15,000  or  $20,000  worth. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  That  is, you  have  received  that  from  him? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  vou  ever  gone  for  any  of  the  parties  for  whom  you  were  interested,  after  they 
have  secured  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department,  and  solicited  an  extension  of  the  con- 
tract ?— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have.    I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  compose  the  firm  of  Offley  &  Co.,  bankers  at  Washington  ? — A.' 
No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  Mr.  Offley  but  once  or  twice  since  he  left  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Q.  Has  your  firm,  or  yourself  individually,  or  your  brother  individually,  any  stock  in  any 
banking-house  or  bank  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  in  the  town  of  Camden,  N.  J.  f — A. 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Robeson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  has  such  stock  ? — A.  I  do 
not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  interested  in  any  bank  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia? — A.  I 
do  not.     We  have  stock  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  received  any  fees  or  commissions  from  Geo.  T.  Wallace,  of  Norfolk  ? — 
A.   I  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Nor  William  White?— A.  No,  sir:  I  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Of  A.  A.  McCuUough,  of  Norfolk?— A.  I  do  not  know  him. 

By  Mr.  J0NE8 : 

Q.  When  you  spoke  of  Mr.  Swift,  you  meant  Mr.  Swift,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  a  time  have  you  been  connected  with  him  in  furnishing  the  Government 
with  live-oak  timber  1 — A.  I  think  our  connection  commenced  five  years  ago,  but  it  was  not 
continued. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  continue?— A.  There  were  one  or  two  operations  amounting  to  not 
over  $20,000,  and  possibly  not  over  $15,000.  From  $15,000  to  $20,000  was  all  that  ever 
transpired  between  us,  because  I  could  not  make  any  arrangement  or  connection  with  him. 
He  was  too  independent. 

Q.  He  thought  he  was  strong  enough  to  go  alone  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  a  proposition  to 
him  at  the  time  to  go  into  business,  and  get  some  land  down  in  North  Carolina.  Five  of  as 
owned  300,000  acres  of  land  down  there,  and  I  thought  there  was  some  live-oak  on  it.  I 
looked  around  the  city  here  to  see  if  I  could  not  find  some  man  to  go  in  and  furnish  live-oak. 
I  found,  however,  that  there  was  none  on  my  property,  and  Swift  knew  that  better  than  I  did, 
Imt  in  one  or  two  transactions  he  allowed  me  about  $15,000  or  $20,000.  I  cannot  remember 
exactly  the  amount. 

Q.  Did  you  get  the  commission  on  the  amount  in  gross?— A.  That  I  could  not  tell. 
There  was  no  bargrain  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  got  your  own  private  bank-checks  that  you  have  used  in  the  banks,  or  the 
checks  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  f— A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  What  have  you  done  with  them  ? — A.  I  have  done  nothing  with  them. 

Q.  What  does  your  concern  usually  do  with  them  ? — A.  They  always  destroy  their  checks. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  I  am  not  sure  of  it.     I  will  look  and  see. 


Philadelphia,  April  17,  1876. 
£.  G.  Cattell  recalled  and  further  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  that  yon  would  produce  a  list  of  iVi^  ^«tkl\«TQ«ii  It^tcv  ^nVkOsva 
you  received  commissioDB  on  ibeir  contracts  with  the  Navy  D©pMlvii«Til\  Yivr^  -jo^^&iJ^ 
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istt — Answer.  I  have  not  with  me,  bnt  I  will  state  from  recollection.  I  cannot  remember 
the  first  name  of  the  gentleman  named  Poste,  from  whom  I  received  a  commission.  E.  L. 
Alexander  is  another  (j^entleman  from  whom  I  received  a  commission. 

Q.  How  much  did  Poste  pay  you  T — A.  I  cannot  remember  that  now. 

Q.  What  was  his  contract? — A.  They  were  various  contracts  in  beef  and  pork. 

Q.  Was  it  large  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Give  me  some  general  estimate  of  how  much  you  received,  without  being  precise.— 
A.  I  cannot  tell  that. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  receive  from  Mr.  Alexander  7 — A.  Two  or  three  thousand  dollars, 
I  think. 

Q.  What  was  his  contract  7 — A.  His  contract  was  for  more  than  one  article,  I  think.  The 
principal  thing  was  wire  rope. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Poste  from  ? — A.  New  York. 

Q.  Were  Alexander's  large  bills  t — A.  No,  sir.  In  the  case  of  Alexander  I  might  hare 
received  as  much  as  $5,000,  but  perhaps  considerablv  less.  Alexander  is  from  New  York. 
I  Uiink  I  have  already  stated  my  connection  with  and  receipts  from  Mr.  Mathews. 

Q.  Do  you  know  much  those  receipts  amounted  to  t — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that.  It 
was  a  large  amount. 

Mr.  Jones.  It  is  $149,000,  as  shown  upon  your  books. 

The  Witness.  I  don't  remember  the  amount. 

Q.  Who  was  the  next  party  whose  name  you  have  not  heretofore  given  ? — A.  J.  W.  Big- 
ler,  or  Bigler  &  Company.. 

Q.  Are  they  lumber- dealers  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  that  commission  ? — A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  It  was  pretty  large,  was  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  they  located  f — A.  At  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  about  the  Swifts  ? — A.  I  have  mentioned  their  case  in  my  prior  testimooy. 

Q»  How  much  do  you  estimate  your  receipts  at  from  Bigler  7 — A.  It  would  be  aa  impw- 
sibility  to  name  the  amount. 

Q.  Can  you  not  give  us  some  indefinite  notion  as  to  whether  it  was  $20,000  or  $40,000, 
for  instance  ?~A.  It  may  have  gone  up  to  $30,000.  I  said  I  thought  Mr.  Swift's  would  not 
exceed  $25,000,  but  in  thinking  of  it  I  believe  it  will  amount  to  the  sum  I  have  named  jnst 
now.  It  has  been  a  number  of  years  since  our  transactions  began,  and  I  cannot  therefore 
remember  accurately  these  various  amounts. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  your  transactions  with  Mr.  Swift  commenced  ? — A.  I  should  jadge 
six  or  seven  years. 

Q.  The  Swifts,  or  their  family,  have  been  furnishing  live^ak  to  the  Qovemment  for  tbeie 
hundred  years,  have  they  not  ? — A.  I  think  they  have. 

Q.  How  happened  it,  then,  that  you  could  be  of  any  service  to  Swift  in  obtaining  liTe-oek 
contracts  ? — A.  The  start  of  that  was  that  I  owned,  in  company  with  others,  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  North  Carolina.     It  was  swamp-land,  and  I  supposed  there  was  live-oak  timber  on 
it.    It  was  a  green  swamp.     I  thought  possibly  I  might  find  some  one  to  embark  in  bus^- 
neas  with  me,  and  I  looked  around  town  for  that  purpose,  endeavoring  to  get  some  ooe  to 
go  into  the  live-oak  business.     I  went  round  the  ship-yards,  but  made  no  arrangement  ww 
parties  until  finally  I  lit  upon  Swift,  to  know  whether  I  could  not  join  him  in  some  way  ^^ 
ffetting  timber  off  my  land.    He  told  me  that  there  was  probably  nothing  on  that  \9^^' 
From  that  interview  ]  made  an  arrangement  with  him  which  was  more  satisfactory  to  ^^ 
than  to  go  into  it  myself.  , . 

Q.  Then  you  gave  him  notice,  or  he  got  the  idea  in  some  way,  that  you  would  prob^^' 
be  a  competitor  tor  the  live-oak  contracts  ? — A.  That  certainly  was  it.  .  .^ 

Q.  And  that  forced  him  to  silence  you  by  payin?  you  a  commission ;  that  is,  he  ^^^^J^i^uLl 
to  his  interest  to  do  so.    Is  that  about  the  state  of  affairs  f — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  tha\    "^^^ 
be  did  so  was  a  fact.  ^^Tb« 

Q.  What  was  the  commission  that  he  a^eed  to  pay  you  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  that.        ^ 
proposition  from  me  was  to  divide  with  him  whatever  I  made.  ^^ 

Q.  Then  you  divided  the  profits  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  mean  to  say  that ; 
that  was  my  proposition.     I  think  that  never  was  carried  out. 

Q.  You  got  a  less  share  than  that,  did  you  7 — A.  I  suppose  I  got  a  less  share. 

Q.  Is  that  business  with  Swift  closed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  really  done  nothing  about  that  except  to  receive  your  share  of  the  pr« 
I  suppose  7 — A.  I  have  helped  him  in  his  finances. 

Q.  Have  you  loaned  him  money  7 — A.  I  have  helped  him  to  get  his  bills  passed  and 

Q.  Is  not  Mr.  Swift  a  man  of  ample  means,  to  carry  on  the  business  on  his  own  accom 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Name  all  the  others  from  whom  you  have  received  commissions  ? — A.  As  they 
to  my  mind,  I  will  give  tbe  n^mea.    1  ^onH  ^<iN«  wiQ>\^^\.  ^axVwK** 

Q.  You  have  done  tbat  k\nd  o^  \i\\%\xi^«%  NV\\\i  %v>  m^n^  \s3«ix,\wsLY^<5(*.v^^'^^'«a.^ 
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tffictiU  to  remember  their  Dames,  do  yon  not  7 — A.  I  have  stated  before  this  committee  that 
have  doDe  all  I  could  consistently  and  rig^htlj.  Mr.  Knowlton  was  one  of  the  men  with 
horn  I  made  some  such  arranf?ement.  He  was  from  near  Philadelphia,  and  his  businesa 
86  connected  with  a  patent  saw. 

Q.  What  did  your  interest  in  his  business  amount  to  ? — A.  It  was  not  larg^;  I  could  not 
^proximate ;  it  might  have  been  t$l,000  or  $2,&U0. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  parties  with  whom  you  were  thus  interested  t — A.  I  was  inter- 
ted  with  the  Noblits,  and  received  a  commission  from  them. 

Q.  How  much  did  they  contribute  ? — A.  I  have  received  from  D.  &,  J.  Noblit  |2,000, 
bich  they  charged  to  me  as  a  loan.    That  is  all  I  have  ever  received  from  them. 
Q.  How  much  have  you  received  from  D.  Noblit  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember,  but  I  said  to 
le  committee  that  I  thought  it  was  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars. 
Q.  Have  you  received  any  money  from  anybody  else  whose  name  occurs  to  you  ? — A.  I 

one  small  transaction  with  Hammett  &,  Keal,  coal-dealers. 
Q.  How  much  did  you  get  out  of  them  ? — A.  Somewhere  between  four  and  five  hundred 
tUars. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  transactions  of  the  same  kind  with  a  man  named  Symington  t — A. 
^,  sir ;  I  don't  know  the  name. 
Q.  Or  with  Street  or  Stone  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  mentioned  Stetson^s  name  the  other  day  in  the  same  connection,  did  you  not  t — 

.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have  said  in  my  testimony  that  I  did  not  remember  to  have  received 

^y  money  from  Stetson,  but,  considering  it  since,  I  believe  he  has  paid  me  some  money. 

^he  expectation  and  understanding  was  that  I  would  receive  a  commission  from  him.     I 

lieve  I  received  -a  small  amount  of  money  from  Mr.  Stetson. 

Q.  That  was  upon  securing  for  him  charter-parties  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  that  himself.  I 
:^imd  out  when  these  things  were  likely  to  be  wanted,  and  he  managed  the  other  part  of  the 
misiness  pretty  much  himself. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  out? — ^A.  By  watching  and  getting  what  information  I  could.  I 
as  industrious  every  way,  and  made  a  good  many  acquaintances. 

Q.  Were  you  frequently  at  the  Navy  Department  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  around  there 
irj  often. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  receive  from  Stetson,  or  were  you  to  receive  from  him  t — ^A.  Tliat 
left  entirely  to  him.    I  think  it  could  not  have  exceeded  $2,000,  and  it  may  not  have  been 
"^er  $1,000.     I  could  not  state  the  exact  amount. 

Q.  How  about  David  Babcock  &,  Company  ? — A.  I  never  had  a  dollar's  transactions 
ith  Babcock.   I  think,  however,  that  I  heard  their  name  frequently  mentioned.    I  believe 
ey  are  New  Yorkers 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Is  not  a  man  named  EUesley  connected  with  them  ? — A.  I  think  I  know  Ellesley,  al- 
^'^^agh  I  am  not  sure. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  ^on  had  any  commission  arrangement  with  him  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  with  the  Cumberland  Coal  Company  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  with  the  Consolidation  Coal  Company  7 — A.  Never  a  cent. 

Q.  Nor  with  any  other  coal-dealers  than  Hammett  &  Neal  f — A.  Never  a  cent  in  any 
'^ay,  shape,  or  form. 

Q.  Nor  with  Street  and  Stone  t — A.  Never  a  cent.  I  will  readily  give  the  naine  of  every 
^^an  whose  name  I  can  recollect,  and  with  whom  I  have  done  business. 

Q.  You  mentioned  the  other  day  the  firm  of  Carl  &  Company  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  received  by  you  from  Carl  &  Company,  of  Brooklyn  T — A* 
£t  was  not  laree,  I  think,  sav  $1,000  or  $1 ,200,  or  somewhere  along  there  ;  it  may  have  been 
%^,000 ;  I  don"t  remember  the  amount. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  now  mentioned  the  names  of  all  with  whom  yon  have  done  business? — A. 
'X'here  are  some  others  whose  names  I  don't  now  remember ;  Mitchell,  of  New  York,  is  one. 

Q.  What  was  his  business  T — A.  Candles. 

Q.  What  amount  did  vou  receive  from  him  ? — A.  I  received  nothing  from  him.  I  bought 
the  goods  directly  from  him  to  the  amount  of  some  thousands  of  dollars,  but  the  profit  on 
them  was  not  very  large. 

Q.  Then  Mitchell  paid  you  no  commission  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  Kesinguc  &,  Company,  of 
Brooklyn,  probably  paid  me  some  money.  I  have  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Resinguej 
bat  I  never  nave  gotten  anything  from  him. 

Q.  Do  they  owe  you  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  according  to  the  arrangement  they  ought  to  give  me 
some  commission.     It  did  not  amount  to  much,  perhaps  $1,000  OT  moT^.    \  wi^n^xVoa:^ 
what  they  did.    I  also  had  an  arrangement  with  the  WateT-PTOoftng  Com^wi'j,  Q^Y^'Ci^-^ 
delphia.    That  I  think  I  have  already  stated.     I  received  some  tbte^  ox  ^omx  \XiQ\x%«xA  ^^V 
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lars  from  them.    There  was  also  another  that  I  recollect  at  this  moment ;  Groodwin,  of  Neir 
York,  was  the  name ;  he  was  in  the  flour  business. 

Q.  How  lar^e  was  your  commission  in  that  case  ? — A.  It  might  have  amounted  to  one» 
two,  or  three  thousand  dollars,  maybe  more  and  maybe  less. 

Q.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  how  much  the  commissions  which  yon  have  received, 
from  these  several  parties  since  I';^9,  have  amounted  to  ? — A.  I  could  not  approximate. 

Q.  Is  it  quite  large  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  less  than  f  300,000  ? — A.  I  should  think  it  was  a  good  deal  less  than  that.  M^ 
books  show  it  all. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  books  which  are  now  before  this  committee  f-^A.  Yes,  sir:  that  ls»^ 
they  show  evervthing  that  I  have  received  from  those  sources,  and  from  evf  ry  other  source  ^ 

Q.  Your  books  show  a  balance  of  1224,000  when  you  closed  the  account  at  one  time^ 
and  you  have  a  balance  now,  in  the  shape  of  memorandum  of  notes  in  your  drawer,  hav^ 
you  not,  amounting  to  $80,000  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  would  bring  you  up  to  over  |:300,000  ? — A.  That  is  not  altogether  in  naval  busi — 
ness.  It  comprises  all  my  operations  in  the  Navy,  and  outside ;  whatever  I  get  in  money  t€= 
my  credit  is  there. 

Q.  You  say  that  it  has  all  gone  into  the  books  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  every  operation  that  I  hav^ 
had,  of  every  nature,  has  gone  into  my  credit. 

Q.  And  that  is  why  you  opened  no  separate  accounts  anywhere  with  these  gentlemei^ 
from  whom  you  received  these  commissions.  You  paid  money  into  the  drawer  and  kept  ^ 
memorandum  of  the  amount ;  their  names  do  not  appear  anywhere  on  the  books  f — A.  N(^  ^ 
at  all — they  generally  do  not  appear. 

Q.  I  now  desire  to  come  back  to  my  original  question.  To  what  extent  did  you  inform  tb^ 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  your  system  of  doing  business  in  the  Navy  Department  f — A.  ^ 
<lid  not  inform  him  at  all. 

Q.  Did  he  not  know  of  your  arrangement  with  Mr.  Mathews  ? — A.  No,  sir.  He  knew  H 
was  doing  business,  and  may  have  known  that  I  had  done  business  with  Mr.  Mathews,  bu^^ 
I  never  conveyed  anything  of  the  kind  to  him. 

Q.  How  was  it  as  to  nis  knowledge  of  your  relations  with  Swift  or  with  these  othe^ 
people  f — A.  He  had  none. 

Q.  You  were  enabled,  on  account  of  your  relations  with  the  Secretary,  to  make  all  thes^ 
people  in  some  way  or  another  contribute  to  your  profits  to  a  larger  extent  probably  thaf: 
any  other  man  dealing  with  the  Government  during  that  period,  were  you  not  ? — A.  I  do  no  ^ 
see  how,  unless  it  would  be  inferential. 

Q.  Do  you  not  so  understand  it  yourself  t— A.  Not  directly. 

Q.  Did  or  not  the  Secretary  know  you  were  making  a  large  amount  of  money  in  thi^ 
way? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  conceal  that  fact  from  him  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  any  instance  did  you  communicate  the  fact  to  him,  that  you  were  making  mone^ 
from  these  parties  because  of  your  relations  to  him  f — A.  I  think  not.  I  cannot  remembor* 
any  such  thing. 

Q.  State  whether  in  your  judgment,  as  you  understood  it  yourself,  you  were  taking  ad- 
vantage of  your  personal  relations  with  the  Secretary  to  accomplish  theae  things  ? — A.  I 
was  not. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  Secretary  did  not  so  understand  it  ? — A.  He  did  not  understand  it 

Q.  Has  he  ever  said  anything  to  you  about  it  f — A.  He  has  in  one  or  two  instances,  and 
probably  more. 

Q.  State  what  he  said.— A.  It  was  where  I  had  tried  to  make  an  arrangement  and  had 
failed,  and  have  ascertained  that  he  would  not  allow  a  party  to  talk  to  him  about  my  doing  any 
business  with  them.  The  party  has  so  conveyed  to  me.  I  have  found  the  reason  that  they 
would  not  allow  me  was  because  they  had  so  hinted  or  said  to  the  Secretary ;  he  had  told 
them  that  that  was  a  thing  he  would  nor  permit,  that  I  was  doing  it  against  his  knowledge, 
except  what  little  business  I  could  pick  up. 

Q.  Who  were  those  parties  ? — A.  One  of  them  was  John  Roach.  I  tried  hard  more  than 
once  to  get  to  him,  but  he  finally  told  me  that  I  could  not  do  such  a  thing  with  him. 

Q.  That  he  would  not  pav  you  anything? — A.  That  I  could  not  join  him  in  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  he  said  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  said  that  he  would  not  per- 
mit it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  he  had  talked  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  about  it  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  he  had  communicated  your  preposition  to  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f — A. 
No ;  that  I  wanted  to  do  navy  business,  and  wanted  to  join  with  him,  and  the  Secretary 
told  him  (Roach)  that  I  would  be  a  bad  man  to  join,  because  he  should  oppose  anything 
if  he  had  any  control  of  it,  with  which  I  was  connected.     That  is  the  idea  I  want  to  convey. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Prior  to  Mr.  RobeaoTi'«  Qom\w^  mto  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  had  you 
ever  been  in  business  or  funusXied  ^oo^s  lot  \\i^  "^vc-^  \i«^*iv.\sATx\.^ — A,  I  do  not  think  I 
(had. 
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Q.  You  took  it  up  after  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  your  firui  done  auythiug  of  that  kind  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  facilities  which  were  at  your  command  after  hft  had  became  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
n^-  «re  such  as  to  enable  you  to  enter  into  this  business,  were  ihey  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  exactly 
^  x^derstand  that  question. 

Q.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Robeson,  your  ueighbor,  was  Secretary  of  the  Navy  enabled  you  to 
I  ^^  this  business  which  you  never  had  done  before  ;  is  not  that  so  ? — A.  I  supposed  that  my 
..^r^Quaintance  with  him  would  help  me  with  outside  parties  in  doin(|;  business. 

Q.  I  notice  on  the  books  that  Mr.  Robeson  has  a  cottage  at  Long  Branch.  In  whose 
^  ^9me  is  the  title  to  that  cottage  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  in  his  name. 

Q.  Has  he  paid  for  it. — A.  No;  it  stands  charged  to  him  on  our  books. 

Q*  Have  you  anything  but  a  mere  naked  charge  on  your  books? — A.  Yes, sir. 

^.  What  have  you  ? — A.  We  have  as  security— or  rather  my  brother  has — an  interest  in 

me  property  held  in  Washington,  and  the  deeds  are  in  my  brother's  name  as  against  that. 

y  brother  and  the  Secretary  bought  two>twentietbs  of  that  property  on  a  speculation  at 
ong  Branch.    There  were  twenty  gentlemen  interested  in  it,  they  all  being  Jersey  men. 

tey  expected  to  make  out  of  it  a  cottage  for  themselves,  and  by  my  helping  them  in  man- 

log  that,  I  might  get  a  cottage  for  myself  out  of  the  profits  of  the  speculation. 

<^.  How  many  of  these  gentlemen  have  paid  for  their  shares  in  that  investment  ? — A.  I 
not  think  I  can  answer  that  question. 

<J.  Are  there  any  who  have  not  paid  except  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  We  had 
■nothing  to  do  with  any  other  share  except  my  brother's  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Q.  Had  you  not  a  share  t — A.  No,  sir ;  my  brother  and  the  Secretary  had  each  one 
twentieth. 

Q.  You  had  no  interest  in  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Three  cottages  were  built  on  that  ground! — A.  No, sir;  two  cottages,  one  being  my 
brother's,  and  the  other  the  Secretary's. 

Q.  Had  you  not  one?— A.  I  have  one,  but  I  bought  my  lot  of  the  company.    It  is 
cliartered  company. 

Q>  You  went  ahead  and  out  of  your  fiim  built  the  Secretary's  cottage,  amounting 
value  to  something  like  |i:i,000  ?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q-  And  you  think  he  holds  the  title-deeds  to  his  cottage  and  the  land  under  it  7 — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Explain  to  me  how  it  is  that  he  is  allowed  to  hold  that  title  when  he  has  never  paid  a 
cent  for  it. — A.  I  can   only  answer  that,  by  this  friendship  with  my  brother. 

Q»  Did  not  the  money  come  out  of  your  business  ? — A.  It  came  out  of  my  business. 

Q*  It  came  out  of  those  profits  which  you  were  making  from  these  gentlemen  ? — A.  No, 
sir;  it  came  out  of  my  business. 

Q*  I  notice  that  when  these  books  commenced,  in  1869,  your  brother  had  f  105,000  to  his 
credit  and  vou  had  about  $7,300  to  your  debit,  and  that  from  that  time  to  this,  your  brother*s 
capital  has  been  withdrawn,  and  yours  has  been  increased ;  and  I  understand  the  books 
SDow  that  that  cottage  was  paid  for,  and  must  have  been  paid  for  out  of  the  money  which 
yon  were  receiving  from  these  various  contracts  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  say  that. 

%  So  that  in  point  of  fact  you  have  paid  for  that  cottage  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  charged  it 
^  him  on  the  books. 

Q.  What  security  do  you  hold  for  it  7 — A.  I  have  no  security  for  it. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  that  advance  made  by  you  was  not  in  consideration  of  the  fact 
^uat  you  were  securing  large  profits  in  the  navy  busiuess  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  you  had  not  held  that  relation  to  the  Navy  Department,  you 

^ould  have  built  it? — A.  I  would  have  done  it  if  I  had  had  the  means,  most  unquestion- 
ably. 

Q.  Passing  now  to  the  Washington  property.  I  understand  that  the  Secretary  and  your 
brother  had  some  interest  in  real  estate  in  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  7 — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  intimate  that  you  or  your  brother  held  some  security  for  the  Long 
Branch  estate  on  Washington  propert}  ^ — A.  That  is  the  security  ;  we  have  always  so  con- 
sidered it.  • 

Q.  How  much  money  has  the  Secretary  paid  on  the  Washington  property  T — A.  That  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Hss  he  paid  anything? — A.  I  think  he  has  paid  for  one -half  of  it.  I  do  not  know  the 
whole  amount. 

Q.  Have  you  not  paid  a  note  of  |d,000,  which  appears  in  your  books  on  that  property  7 — 
^<  I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  You  would  not  undertake  to  say  here  that  you  could  not  recollect  $8,000  being  ad- 
vanced  to  him ;  that  it  was  a  matter  of  so  slight  moment  that  you  could  not  remember 
it7^A.  I  may  have  taken  that  note  up. 

Q.  Has  the  Secretary,  besides  that  amount  which  you  paid  for  him,  %>\i  \\iV^\«&\.  >Cti«i^ 
large  enough  to  secure  you  for  the  Long  Branch  property  ? — A.  He  Aoti'Ion?^  T£v^\\i^%^,V>SiVi. 

Q.  Who  does  owe  thatf^A.  That  was  a  payment  for  aome  pari  ot  V^ft  pio^ctt-j*    T^aaX 
^a^  between  the  Senator  and  bim. 
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Q.  I  understood  that  the  Secretary  in  purchasing  that  estate  grave  certain  notes,  and  when 
the  notes  came  around  they  were  renewed  from  time  to  time  until  the  failure  of  Jay  Cooke 
A  Co.,  when  it  was  found  convenient  to  take  up  and  pay  aqd  put  out  of  circulation  a  note 
of  18,000.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  paid  that  note  ? — A.  I  paid  that  note,  I  believe. 

Q.  For  tliat  payment  what  security  have  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  explain  that  other  than  that 
my  brother  ana  he  were  paying  for  the  property,  and  it  made  no  difference  whetiier  I  paid 
the  note.  I  made  a  memorandum  of  that  note,  and  the  Senator  and  Mr.  Robeson  settled 
that  in  their  paying  for  the  land.  My  brother  had  to  pay  for  half  of  the  land,  and  Mr. 
Robeson  had  to  pay  for  the  other  half,  and  I  could  not  tell  whether  Mr.  Robeson^s  note  was 
advanced  for  my  brother's  portion  or  not,  because  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  exchanging 
notes  and  borrowing  notes  for  discount,  so  that  I  could  not  tell  exactly  what  that  was  for. 

Q.  Is  it  your  recollection  that  Mr.  Robeson  has  paid  to  yourself  or  your  brother  the  whole 
amount  of  the  Washington  purchase  ? — A.  He  has  paid  to  my  brother  the  whole  amount  of 
half  of  the  Washington  property,  his  interest  in  it. 

Q.  Tom  tliink,  then,  that  he  does  not  owe  on  that  at  all  ?— A.  He  does  not  owe  on  that 
at  all. 

Q.  So  that  if  you  paid  a  note,  that  was  settled  between  you  and  your  brother  ? — A  Tes, 
sir;  entirely. 

Q.  That  18  to  say,  if  you  paid  out  of  your  funds  $8,000  on  the  Robeson  note,  if  it  was  an 
accommodation  note  for  your  brother  which  you  took  up,  you  have  settled  and  arranged  it 
with  him  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  claim  that  Robeson  owes  yon  anything  on  that  purchase? — A.  No,  sir ;  nets 
dollar. 

Q.  And  his  interest  was  only  one-half,  which  is  paid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  whose  name  does  that  title  stand  ? — A.  I  believe  it  stands  in  my  brother's  name. 

Q.  Is  it  your  impression  that  it  is  held  in  your  brother's  name  as  a  sort  of  security  for  joa 
on  the  Long  Braucn  property  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  I  see  on  the  books  that  you  paid  for  a  pair,  or  rather  for  two  pair  of  horses  for  Mr. 
Robeson  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  two  pairs. 

Q.  Have  you  received  your  pay  for  those  horses  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstance  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  your  books  show  a  payment  by  him  T — A.  I  suppose  they  do. 

Q.  You  would  say,  then,  that  he  does  not  owe  you  for  money  paid  for  horses  f — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Are  you  clear  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  clear,  but  I  say  I  believe  my  books 
are  right. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  it  generally  understood  that  all  the  parties  supplying  the  Department  were  to  p>j 
you  5  per  cent.  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  have  not  any  means  of  finding  out  how  much  Mr.  Poste  gsT« 
you  f — A.  I  have  no  means. 

Q.  I  notice  on  one  of  your  bank-books  it  says  ''duplicate  bank-books."  What  does  that 
mean  f — A.  I  have  tried  to  recollect.  I  think  one  of  my  bank-books  got  lost  in  some  waj' 
I  was  keeping  a  small  account.  I  went  down  to  the  bank  and  got  a  new  book,  aad  then 
probably  marked  it  '*  duplicate"  for  their  own  protection. 

Q.  When  was  this  memorandum,  which  you  have  furnished  to  the  committee  latelyt  ^^ 
up  ¥  I  observe  that  it  is  a  clean  sheet  of  paper,  and  the  writing  appears  on  it  to  have  beea 
made  from  the  same  pencil  and  at  the  same  time. — A.  It  was  made  the  first  of  January,  I 
suppose.    My  book-keeper  made  that  out. 

Q.  When  did  he  make  out  that  piece  of  paper  f — A.  That  was  made  on  the  first  of  Jso^' 
ary,  when  the  other  one  was  destroyed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Harris,  you  have  said  that  you  meant  to  do  all  the  navy  l*^''^^ 
that  you  had  means  to  do  — A.  That  I  could  do.  In  other  words,  you  will  undentaod  tbst 
in  business  we  work  to  do  $300,000  or  $500,000  ;  that  is  the  idea  I  want  to  convej.  X  ^^ 
all  I  could ;  I  was  industrious. 

Q.  What  were  the  means  which  you  used  to  do  that  business  f — A.  My  individual  exer- 
tions. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  mean  by  the  word  *'  means  "  to  imply  capital  1 —  ^ .  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  capital  in  it ;  is  that  what  you  mean  to  be  understood  7— A.  I  had  sodm 
capital  in  it.  .    i  a 

Q.  You  have  said  that  all  the  receipts  in  money  from  any  source  that  you  received  floj^ 
ing  this  time  that  jou  were  keeping  the  memorandum  went  on  the  memorandum.  I  ^^. 
that  on  the  books  of  A.  G.  Cattell  <&  Co.,  Elijah  G.  Cattell  simply  has  a  credit  ru^i^ 
from  April  3,  1869,  to  December  16,  1874,  of  $182,594.81.  Now,  in  the  account  of  £•*'; 
Cattell,  No.  2,  which  account  has  been  opened  since  November  10,  1870,  the  fii^^^'^'^Jf! 
ing  ^'287.95,  that  amount  had  swelled  up,  at  various  times,  taken  from  memorandt,  to  uw 
sum,  on  December  31,  1^4,  o«  %^^4,V>-\.'i^.  \^  l^vs.  t^\i  ^xwi  one  entry  in  E.G.  CsttfU^ 


PHILADELPHIA  NAVY- YARD.  141 

account,  No.  2,  wbicb  is  credited  in  £.  G.  Catteirs  account  simply,  please  f[\ve  it  to  me. — A. 
That  explanation  mu^t  come  from  my  book-keeper.  I  have  said  to  you  that  I  have  looked 
more  into  those  books  since  I  have  been  before  this  committee  than  I  had  in  seven  years. 
My  book-keeper  has  been  long  with  me,  and  ought  to  know  whether  the  books  are  right  or 
not.  I  say,  emphatically,  I  believe  my  books  to  be  right,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  In 
explanation  of  accounts  you  might  get  me  into  any  kind  of  difficulty.  I  am  not  an  account- 
ant There  are  one  or  two  deposits  that  are  not  in  my  bank-book.  I  make  perhaps  a  half- 
dozen  deposits,  and  then  send  my  book  and  have  them  taken  off.  I  have  received  from  my 
building  association  $2,100  or  $2, 200  since  this  investigation  has  been  going  on. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  On  the  books  ot  A.  G.Cattell  &  Co.  you  enter  these  various  sums,  made  out  in  the 
shape  of  memoranda,  whether  entered  in  the  name  of  £.  G.  Oattell  No.  1  or  No.  2  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  that  is  so,  why  have  you  individual  deposits  when  you  say  that  all  of  your  busi- 
ness, no  matter  of  what  character, enters  into  these  items? — A.  If  my  explanation  is  not 
correct,  you  will  have  to  correct  me.  The  old  accounts  were  being  liquidated,  and  as  they 
needed  money  I  would  give  it  to  them,  and  they  would  put  it  down  as  a  credit  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  a  private  bank-deposit  account  f  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  the  money  that  you  put  in  there  ? — A.  From  my  business  ;  navy 
business  and  other  business. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  from  the  business  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  there  are  some  items  that  you  do  not  put  on  the  account  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  . 
Co.  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Q.  If  you  have  a  private  deposit,  how  can  that  private  deposit  go  through  the  account  of 
A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  ? — A.  For  instance,  as  I  get  mouey  I  go  to  my  bank  and  deposit  it. 
Mr.  Warr  says,  '*  I  need  §5,000,  §10,000,  or  $20,000,"  for  instance.  I  give  him  a  check  for 
that  money,  and  that  is  thrown  on  a  due-bill  in  my  drawer. 

Q.  That  does  not  answer  my  question.  You  are  evidently  misleading  us,  or  we  are  mis- 
leading you,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  have  either  done.  Although  this  transaction  is  a  very 
i-emarkable  one,  we  want  to  know  the  exact  truth  about  it.  As  £.  G.  Cattell,  in  your  own 
private  individual  capacity,  you  received  some  individual  moneys  and  deposited  them  in 
your  own  name.  If  the  tirm  needs  some  money  you  draw  on  your  private  account  and 
hand  it  over  to  Mr.  Warr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  goes  into  your  account  with  the  firm  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  rest  of  that  money  on  your  private  account  does  not  go  into  it  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  W^bat  is  the  object  of  having  a  private  cash  account  if  every  dollar  has  to  go  into  the 
account  of  the  firm  f — A.  Upon  the  principle  that  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  is  virtually  £.  G. 
Cattell.  When  my  brother  broke  down  I  assumed  and  took  charge  of  the  whole  thing.  He 
never  has  received,  and  never  was  to  receive  any  profits  of  the  pusiness,  and  it  was  virtu* 
ally  the  business  of  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  help  me  one  bit.  You  say  that  if  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  was  short  of  money 
they  came  to  £.  G.  Cattell  and  you  drew  your  check  and  gave  it  to  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   £.  G.  Cattell  has  certainly  got  to  have  some  private  money  to  do  that  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  does  any  of  the  private  money  which  he  does  not  draw  out  and  hand  over  to  A. 
0.  Cattell  &  Co.  enter  into  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.'s  books  f  You  are  insisting  that  all  your 
private  funds  go  through  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.'s  books.  Now  I  understand  you  to  say  only 
such  as  you  give  the  firm  goes  into  your  books  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Do  you  give  them  all  you  have  ? — A.  Yes,  I  do.  You  can  look  over  my  book  and  see 
what  I  have  given  them,  and  when  I  have  given  it. 

Q.  I  see  that  perfectly  well.  If  you  give  them  $224,000  and  enter  it  upon  your  books, 
I  can  see  that,  but  if  you  keep  $224,000  more,  and  do  not  put  it  in  your  books,  I  cannot  find 
that  out.   Now  is  there  any  case  whore  you  keep  mouey  back  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  is  not. 

Q.  Can  you  say  that  wheu  you  received  money  from  time  to  time,  as  you  did  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Mathews,  you  handed  it  all  over  to  Mr.  Warr  f — A.  No ;  I  did  not  say  that.  There 
are  times  when  I  would  hand  it  over  to  him  and  tell  him  to  take  it  and  throw  it  on  the  pri- 
vate memorandum  to  my  credit. 

Q.  At  the  times  you  did  not  hand  it  over  to  him,  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  would 
deposit  it  in  my  private  account. 

Q.  Take  that  simple  transaction  now  and  analyze  it.  For  instance,  you  have  received  of 
Mathews  $40,000 ;  your  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  have  wanted  $20,000,  and  you  have 
given  it  to  them  and  have  put  $20,000  more  to  your  private  account  and  deposited  it  in 
J^oor  own  name.  Now  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  owe  you  $'20,000  which  you  have  loaned  them, 
^ud  you  have  $20,000  out  of  that  $40,000  which  you  have  received,  in  your  own  pocket? — 
A^  X  es,  air ;  I  should  think  that  would  be  so. 

Q.  Then,  by  what  legerdemain  do  you  go  to  work  and  put  the  $20,000  which  yon  kAffi<^ 
^ti  your  private  account  into  the  account  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  1 — K.  \  yiOMVi  \i'(A  ^\&X>>di»X 
1^  at  the  time,  but  when  Warr  wanted  $/ 0,000  more  ^-— 
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Q.  But  supposing  he  never  wanted  it. — A.  Then  it  wonld  remain  in  the  bank. 

Q.  Now,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  money  which  never  goes  into  A.  G.  Caitell  &  Co.'s 
account,  is  there  not  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  just  what  my  balance  in  the  bank  from  time  to  tiooe 
shows. 

Q.  For  instance,  on  January  1,  1875,  yon  had  a  bank-allowance  of  |691.15  then  in  your 
ownpei*sonal  account  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  The  next  day  you  deposited  .S^-n>4,  and  you  went  on  until  at  the  end  of  the  month 
you  had  |3*2.'2*23.I5,  being  the  total  amount  of  deposits  during  the  month.  You  had  a  bal- 
ance of  $l,4*iO.';^0.  Now,  that  money  remained  always  your  own,  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  firm  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And,  therefore,  only  to  the  extent  of  checks  which  you  drew  on  your  private  accouAt 
and  handed  to  the  firm.  Did  your  private  m«.>ney  enter  into  the  firm  ?  Is  not  that  sot— A. 
It  all  went  in,  becanse  it  was  virtually  myself,  and  virtually  my  debts  that  I  was  Uqoidat- 
ing. 

Q.  I  can  appreciate  that ;  being  bound  to  pay  all  those  debts,  you  were  not  discriminating 
very|much,  but  still  it  is  not  true  when  you  say  that  that  bank-account  is  shown  on  the  books 
of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.,  for  such  a  thing  is  impossible. — A.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  becanse  I 
have  no  other  money.     I  have  made  no  other  investments. 

Q.  I  say  that  bank-account  of  yours  cannot  be  shown  in  the  books  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &, 
Co.  except  to  the  extent  of  the  checks  which  you  have  given  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.  Is  oot 
that  so  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  that  is  shown  by  the  amount  that  I  have  given  A.  G.  Cattell  & 
Co.,  which  covers  all  that  I  have  paid  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  your  keeping  a  private  account  ? — A.  I  cannot  explain  what  the 
object  was  except  my  simple  convenience. 

Q.  You  draw  your  private  expenses  out  of  that  private  bank-account,  do  you  not  ?— A. 
Pretty  much  all.  There  mav  be  some  little  things  in  connection  with  my  private  expenses 
which  have  not  gone  through  the  books,  but  nothing  of  any  moment. 

Q.  Your  books  show  that  during  a  certain  period  of  time  you  received,  iu  the  shape  of 
checks,  which  you  did  not  extend  on  the  cash-book  at  all,  but  kept  on  memoranda,  $2:24,01H). 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  has  gone  to  your  credit  in  the  books  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  there  is  $^2,000  left  in  your  drawer  in  the  shape  of  memorandum  notes.  Whftt 
money,  besides  that  on  your  own  private  account,  have  you  kept  as  derived  from  this  same 
business? — A.  Nothing,  except  wbat  is  in  my  bank  now.  There  may  be  $2,000  or $3,000. 
I  mean  to  convey  that  it  is  all  there.  My  bank-account  shows  more  than  my  deposits, 
because  in  '*  borrowed  "  and  "loan,**  and  in  exchanging  checks  to  make  balances  to  the 
firm  and  to  others,  it  is  not  as  much  as  it  appears  on  the  books  by  $30,000  or  $40,000,  prob 
ably. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  not  stated  to  the  committee  that  you  had  not  taken  money  from  the  amoont 
represented  on  the  memorandum  and  paid  it  out  to  any  person  or  persons  ? — A.  Never. 
That  was  a  clear  credit  to  me.  It  was  kept  as  a  memorandum  to  credit  in  gross,  when  I 
should  so  direct  the  book-keeper. 

Q.  When  you  took  the  Secretary's  notes  up,  where  was  it  that  you  charged,  and  from 
what  money  did  you  take  that  amount  to  pay  those  notes  7— A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  it  from  the  money  that  was  on  the  memorandum,  and  your  books  do 
not  show  that  you  have  paid  any  such  notes  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  some  entry  somewhere  of  that  money  paid  to  take  up  those  notes J-jA. 
No,  sir  ;  that  has  been  taken  up  and  the  money  has  been  furnished — a  note  of  that  kind  or 
any  other. 

Q.  You  have  dealt  largely  in  accommodation  notes? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  dealt  in  them. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  say  largely  or  not. 

Q.  You  have  also  said,  by  looking  at  the  memoranda,  you  could  not  sta^e  who  the  mooeT 
came  from  which  was  on  that  memorandum.  You  have  stated  that  the  money  was  on  the 
memorandum  iu  amounts,  and  stated  that  you  could  not  tell  where  it  came  frono.  Iii  "^^ 
memorandum  now  before  us  no  names  are  mentioned.  I  find  an  entry,  ••  February 'i 
13,000.'*  Who  did  that  come  from?— A.  That  money  came  from  all  sources.  It  ^a8^^^ 
out  of  my  bank  and  handed  over  to  Mr.  Warr  as  he  wanted  it.  If  it  was  $2,000  or$5,0w 
or  $10,000,  I  would  hand  it  to  him,  and  he  would  give  me  credit  on  the  memorandum  w'" 
at  the  time.  As  I  collected  I  generally  deposited  two  or  three  checks,  if  I  received  tnem 
the  same  day,  or  two  or  three  amounts  on  the  same  day,  to  my  private  credit ;  but  as  money 
was  needed  I  would  hand  it  to  my  book-keeper,  and  he  would  throw  in  a  memorandam 
credit.  Then,  when  I  felt  that  I  wanted  to  close  that  or  make  the  entry,  I  would  exwn^^® 
the  amounts,  and  tell  him  to  credit  me  with  the  gross,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

Q.  Then,  where  did  these  sums  come  from  that  are  credited  to  Elijah  G.  Cattell  f— A.  Tnfy 
may  have  been  before  I  kept  my  hank-account. 

Q.  No,  sir;  they  are  during  this  period.  Here  is  a  large  amount  in  1874,  contained  on 
that  account  at  the  time  you  were  keeping  that  memorandum. — A,  That  my  book-keep" 
must  explaiu. 
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Q.  Have  yon  not  some  memorandum  or  entry  that  will  show  the  different  amounts  re- 
ceived from  different  persons  ? — A.  I  have  not,  and  I  never  kept  one. 

Q.  These  amounts,  according  to  your  books,  must  have  aggregated  nearly  $500,000. — A. 
No,  sir  ;  that  cannot  be  so. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  You  have  two  accounts,  one  of  which  foots  up  a  credit  from  1869  down  to  the  last  date 
in  J874  of  |182,594  81.  During  the  same  time  you  are  charged  with  $142,406.17.  State 
whether  that  account  represents  items  which  have  been  entered  in  vonr  cash-book. — A. 
That  information  you  must  get  from  the  book-keeper  who  kept  the  books. 

Q.  State  whether  that  does  refer  to  any  of  the  memorandum  entered  in  your  draw. — A. 
That  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  not. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  In  response  to  the  subpoena  served  upon  you  directing  you  to  bring  before  this  com- 
mittee all  of  your  bank-books  connected  with  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  and  £.  G. 
Cattell,  did  you  produce  the  books  which  are  now  before  this  committee  in  their  room  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  there  are  some  other  books ;  bank-books.    1  have  brought  those  that  are  now  in  use. 

Q.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Mechanics*  National  Bank  the  old 
bank-book  which  you  have  produced  here  commences  June  3,  1875,  and  it  opens  with  an 
entry  of  a  balance  to  your  credit  of  $9,3r)].H3,  evidently  showing  that  you  have  a  bank-book 
with  that  bank  of  previous  date. — A.  We  have  kept  an  account  in  that  bank  of  twenty 
years,  I  think. 

Q.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  you  have  not  produced  all  the  bank- 
books.— A.  We  have  discontinued  our  business  with  that  bank  for  six  or  seven  years. 

Q.  That  bank-book,  however,  shows  that  you  did  have  one  immediately  preceding  it. — 
A.  If  it  is  not  here  it  is  not  withheld  for  the  reason  that  I  did  not  wish  to  present  it  to  the 
committee  if  I  had  it. 

Q.  [Referring  to  bank-book.]  Here  is  the  account  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  with  the  Corn 
Exchange  Bank,  opening  in  1876  with  a  balance  transferred.  Where  are  the  books  previ- 
ous to  that  time  ? — A.  They  are  at  the  office,  I  presume. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Yon  kept  all  these  books,  did  you  not? — A.  I  think  so.  I  presume  they  are  at  the 
office.    They  would  be  likely  to  lay  in  the  safe  or  in  the  drawer. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  a  private  account  with  any  other  bank  than  the  Com  Exchange  Bank  ? — 
A.  I  think  I  have  a  private  account  with  the  State  Bank  of  Camden,  but  when  or  how  I 
could  not  tell ;  I  could  not  find  that  book  to-day.  It  was  a  trifling,  small  amount.  I  kept  it  to 
get  some  discounts,  probably,  when  I  wanted  to  offer  a  note.  I  can  furnish  a  transcript  of 
that  from  the  bank,  I  think,  and  have  it  brought  to  the  committee. 

Q.  I  understood  you  some  time  ago  to  state  that  when  you  received  money  you  deposited 
it  to  your  credit  in  the  bank,  and  then,  as  the  necessity  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 
demanded,  vougave  them  a  check  for  whatever  they  required  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  tiiat  that  was  entered,  for  the  time  being,  upon  a  memorandum  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ; 
as  a  credit. 

Q.  And  from  time  to  time  it  in  that  manner  passed  to  your  credit  Now,  look  at  your  own 
account  with  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank.  Run  your  eyes  over  your  checks,  and  see  if  in 
amounts  and  dates  they  correspond  with  the  amounts  that  you  transferred  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &, 
Co. — A.  That  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer. 

Q.  Were  the  proceeds  of  the  checks  that  you  received  from  Mr.  Mathews  deposited  to  the 
credit  of  your  account  in  bank  or  to  the  credit  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  1 — A.  I  kept  a  private 
bank-account  a  very  small  portion  of  that  time. 

Q.  Answer  my  question  if  you  please.  Were  the  proceeds  of  the  checks  sent  to  you  by 
Mr.  Mathews  deposited  to  your  credit  in  your  private  account,  or  deposited  to  the  credit  of 
A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  f — A.  While  I  was  keeping  a  bank-account  they  were  ;  before  that  they 
were  thrown  onto  a  memorandun). 

Q.  Then  you  kept  your  money  either  in  your  pocket  or  in  your  store-house  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ; 
or  I  gave  it  at  once  to  Mr.  Wall  and  he  gave  me  credit  on  the  memorandum. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  were  deposited  to  your  private  account,  or  that  they 
were  paid  into  the  store  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  were  then  deposited  by  the  bookkeeper  to  the  credit  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  7 
—A.  They  were  credited  to  me  and  then  deposited  as  their  necessities  required. 

Q.  Before  I  put  the  test  to  you  I  desire  every  bank-book  that  you,  or  the  firm  of  A.  G. 
C&ttell  &  Co.,  may  have  had  since  the  year  1871,  or  from  the  date  of  your  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Mathews  to  the  present  time. — A.  I  will  produce  everything  which  I  have. 

Q.  Have  you  no  other  memorandum-books  but  these  which  have  been  produced  before 
the  committee  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  the  payments  that  you  have  made  for  or  on  account  of  Mr.  Robeson,  whether  in 
the  purchase  of  horses  or  in  the  payment  of  bills  or  debts  for  him,  been  entered  «kt  wv^  Vvosa 
*'Oce  the  year  1871  upon  your  books  to  his  debit  or  credit  1 — A.  1  a\i^^o%ft  xX^^i^  w^  ^QX£i% 
^tttries  on  that  accoant. 
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Q.  Suppose  yoar  books  fail  to  show  that  since  1671,  how  do  jou  account  for  that  fact?— 
A.  I  can  account  lor  it  from  the  fact  that  I  kept  it  on  a  memorandum,  and  that  he  settled  f« 
thinffs  of  that  kind,  as  he  had  settled  for  bills  that  I  said  I  had  paid.  He  would  either  giTe 
me  the  money  to  pay  or  I  would  name  to  him  the  amount  and  he  would  give  it  to  me. 

Q.  Would  he  give  you  a  check  tor  it  ? — A.  A  check  or  money. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  give  you  a  check  in  his  life  7 — A.  I  do  not  remember  that.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  kept  any  bank-account. 

Q.  Have  von  held  his  check  since  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  think  my 
books  will  show  whether  there  has  been  some  checks,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Upon  what  banks  would  he  give  you  checks  ? — A.  The  Camden  Bank,  if  any,  I  sup- 
pose. One  thing  has  just  occurred  to  me ;  he  loaned  me  some  money  once  or  twice,  and  I 
think  he  save  me  checks  on  Drexel,  Morgan  6c  Co.  I  borrowed  money  a  number  of  times 
from  Mr.  Kobeson,  and  I  have  loaned  him  money  a  number  of  times,  but  I  do  not  remember 
about  his  own  checks. 

Q.  Who  is  interested  with  your  brother,  the  Senator,  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  or  tract  of 
land  in  the  city  of  Washington,  owned  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Flannagan  and  others  7— 
A.  I  do  not  know  ;  the  plat  has  been  in  my  store,  and  I  have  seen  it,  but  the  nature  of  that 
purchase  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Robeson  interested  with  him  ? — A.  I  think  not;  I  do  not  know  that  he  is. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Robeson  interested  in  any  other  affair  with  your  brother,  the  Senator,  except  the 
land  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  this  Long  Branch  property  7 — A.  Nothing  that  I  kaow 
of,  and  if  there  had  been  anything  else  I  would  have  been  likely  to  have  known  something 
about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  contribute  toward  the  purchase  of  a  set  of  diamonds  for  Mrs.  AnlickT— 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Or  any  present  of  jewelry  to  her  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  should  have  known  something  aboat 
it,  I  think,  if  it  had  been  done. 

Q.  What  do  you  do  with  the  checks  on  your  banks  which  have  been  returned  to  70a 
canceled  f — A.  I  have  generally  destroyed  my  checks. 

Q.  Have  you  none  of  those  ? — A.  I  have  none  except  it  may  be  on  the  last  settlement  of 
our  books.  I  generally  destroyed  them.  They  rather  requested  us  to  destroy  our  checks,  I 
think. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  sav  that  this  memorandum  which  you  produced  here  was  theonlj 
memorandum  that  vour  book-keeper  has  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  firm  to  £.  G.  Cuttell 
not  already  shown  bv  the  books  7 — A.  I  believe  so,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  that  was  made  out  the  1st  of  January,  1876  7 — A,  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  It  would  show  on  the  1st  of  January,  1876,  how  much  f — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  The  payments  which  have  been  made  by  you  since  would  be  entered  on  this  memo- 
randum  insteiad  of  on  the  books  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  that  you  yourself  desired  to  draw  from  bank,  say  |5,000,  would  that  be  cred- 
ited on  the  books,  or  would  it  be  credited  upon  this  memorandum  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  understand 
your  question. 

Q.  If  you  wanted  to  draw  $.5,000  or  any  other  sum  of  money  from  the  firm  to-day,  wookl 
you  draw  your  check  on  the  bank-account  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  an  entry  of  that  be  made  bv  your  book-keeper  upon  your  books  or  upon  this 
mempMndum  T — A.  It  wotild  be  chargeo  to  me  direct  on  the  books. 

Q.  And  it  is  only  the  debit  items  that  appear  on  the  memorandum  7 — A.  Only  the 
amounts  due  me.    It  could  not  be  anything  else. 

Q.  Could  not  you  draw  from  that  private  account  a  check  of  $3,000  payable  to  anjbody 
but  A.  Q.  Cattell  6l  Co.  7  Have  you  not  sometimes  drawn  money  from  that  account  to  ptj 
other  billa  and  other  expenses  T — A.  I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  everything  that  appears  there  does  not  necessarily  go  to  the 
credit  of  the  firm  7 — ^A.  O,  no. 

By  Mr.  JoNES : 

Q.  How  did  you  find  out  the  parties  who  were  dealing  with  the  Government  before  yoa 
commenced  your  arrangement  with  these  persons  whom  you  have  named  ? — A.  Bef^inninf 
with  Mr.  Mathews,  who  was  about  the  first  one,  I  learned  that  he  had  been  a  verysacceM* 
ful  contractor  for  many  years. 

Q.  But  how  did  }0u  find  out  about  the  parties  dealing  with  the  Government  io  the  nr»t 
place  7 — A.  I  cannot  remember  that  now.  Of  course  I  was  looking  around  constantl/  w 
such  business. 

Q.  To  see  who  was  famishing  the  Government  7^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  charge  on  your  books  for  the  $8,000  for  the  note  which  you  paid  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  Jay  Cooke  &>  Co.  with  which  to  pay  a  note  for  Uie  Secretary  t— A.  That  1- 
cannot  tell. 

Q.  That  note  was  to  pay  for  that  land  f  It  was  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  the  NatT^'^ 
A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  a  loaned  note  for  the  porpoee  of  P*y^'^^^ 
part  of  my  brother's  interest.  They  each  of  them  paid  half,  but  we  borrowed  his  p*P^^ 
whenever  we  wanted  it. 
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Q.  It  appears  that  this  note  of  $8,000  was  carried  with  Jay  Cooke  and  Co.  for  a  lonf^  time 
and  then  yon  paid  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  bat,  as  I  say,  I  cannot  tell  whether  it  appears  on  the 
books  or  not. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  any  note  from  Mr.  Robeson  or  any  recollection  of  his  paying  it  to  yon  T — 
A.  If  it  does  not  appear  on  my  books  he  has  paid  it  to  me. 

Q.  Yon  have  stated  heretofore  that  yon  think  he  paid  that  to  yonr  brother  t — A.  I  nnder- 
stand  that  it  has  been  paid.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  paid  to  my  brother  or  my- 
self; that  is,  if  it  does  not  appear  on  the  books  it  has  been  paid. 

Q.  It  looks  a  little  strange  that  you  should  pay  a  note  of  |S,000  without  making  an  entry" 
upon  your  books,  either  for  Mr.  Robeson  or  for  anybody  else,  does  it  not  f — A.  It  would  be 
strange  if  I  was  to  carry  that  in  my  head,  but  I  carry  it  on  memorandum  until  the  matter  is 
settled. 

Q.  Do  yon  carry  |8,000  temporarily  on  a  memorandum  when  you  pay  a  note  ? — ^A.  I 
think  I  do. 

Q.  Why  do  you  keep  a  bill-book  of  bills  receivable  and  payable,  if  you  only  enter  a  part 
of  yonr  notes  upon  it?— A.  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  because  I  wanted  to  keep  my  Navy  busi- 
ness outside  of  my  regular  business. 

Q.  I  do  not  see  that  you  have  been  lending  any  of  these  parties  in  the  Navy  Department 
any  money ;  you  have  only  been  receiving  money ;  I  ask  you  if  you  borrowed  or  exchange 

notes  from  any  one  which  yon  did  not  enter  on  your  note-book  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  several.    I 

borrowed  from  Bigler ;  I  borrowed  a  number  from  him. 
Q.  He  is  on  your  note-book  now,  is  he  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  there  are  notes  which 

&re  not  on  there. 
Q.  What  is  the  reason  that  you  did  not  put  all  your  notes  on  your  books  ? — A.  I  did  not 

carefor  even  my  brother  or  my  children  to  know  that  I  was  borrowing  or  exchanging  some 

of  these  notes  in  that  way  ;  I  wanted  to  keep  that  to  myself. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Would  not  the  books  show  that  you  had  such  transactions  to  a  very  large  amount  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  they  showed  enough.    I  did  not  want  the  whole  extent  known  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  If  you  could  not  make  an  arrangement  with  parties  who  dealt  with  the  Government, 
did  jou  not  use  your  influence  to  prevent  their  getting  any  contracts  for  large  amounts  until 
^'on  could  make  such  arrangement  with  them  7 — A.  Never. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  never  have  any  understanding  with  the  heads  of  the  different  departments  to 
^be  effect  that  you  proposed  to  furnish  such  materials  as  they  might  want,  and  that  such 
^ther  parties  were  then  furnishing  them ;  and  that  you  did  not  wish  contracts  given  out 
^UiUl  you  could  make  arrangements  with  these  parties  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  such. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  direct  any  of  the  departments  who  to  make  contracts  with  7 — A.  Never, 
to  my  recollection ;  no. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q  Have  you  solicited  the  Secretary  personally  to  award  contracts  to  persons  from  whom 
^Ou  were  receiving  commissions  T — A.  Never. 

Q.  How  have  you  been  able  to  get  all  those  contracts  7 — A.  Well,  I  have  been  keeping 
^n  the  right  side  of  the  officers  of  the  bureau  wherever  I  could. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  any  horses,  or  contribute  anv  money  to  buy  horses  for  them  7 — A* 
^  bave  never  given  any  horses,  and  never  contributea  any  money  to  any  living  soul  con* 
^eeted  with  the  Government. 

Q.  Did  you  never  pay  any  of  their  families'  bills  7 — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  not  any  of  your  old  checks,  or  stubs  of 
"^becks  7 — A.  I  think  not.  I  cannot  find  any,  and  there  is  the  unfortunate  part  of  it.  We 
^%ve  just  removed  our  office,  and  the  paper-boys  came  around  and  a  great  many  of  our 
^biDgs  were  carried  off ;  nothing,  of  course,  that  was  of  use  to  us  was  allowed  to  be  carried 
^way  ;  but  we  made  a  general  clearing  out. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  long  since  was  that  ?— A.  Not  quite  a  year  ago,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  yon  more  of  yonr  checks,  or  stubs  of  checks,  of  your  own  private  account  ?— A. 
^o,  sir ;  I  did  not  keep  any  check-book.    I  would  go  to  the  bank  and  kee^  l\i^  tvjlm  va,  \sv^ 
^ead,  and  never  drew  my  account  quite  down.     I  go  in  the  bank  as  1  p«^«,  bXi^  «kS>^  Oc^^isx 
^ow  much  money  I  have  theret  and  the  book-keeper  or  th6  casbiet  aVwAya  VftWa  m^. 

B.  Mis.  170,  pt.  J 10 
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Q.  Who  is  the  treasurer  of  the  Long^  Brauch  property  in  which  yoa  now  own  a  coUifc 
with  your  brother  f — A.  I  do  not  recollect  at  present ;  Daniel  Dodd  is  one  geDtleaao  cod* 
nccted  therewith.  A.  Q.  Caseby  owns  one^twentietb.  We  Lave  a  regularly  incorponted 
concern,  with  officers. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Is  it  still  expected  that  the  profit  of  that  thing  is  going  to  be  sufficient  to  build  tboH 
cottages? — A.  Yes, sir;  and  a  good  deal  more.  I  do  not  suppose  that  my  brotber vouid 
like  to  sell  out  for  $10,000  for  the  profiL     I  think  it  is  a  wonderfully  good  specaUtios. 

Q.  Then  you  anticipate  that  Robeson  is  going  to  get  his  place  paid  for  withoat  pariBf  ii 

a  dollar  f — A.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that.   I  think  the  twenty  gentlemen  all  belieTe  that  tber 

are  going  to  make  a  very  good  thing  out  of  that  arrangement.     They  have  sold  •  t^ 

many  lots.   It  is  a  regularly  incorporated  company,  with  a  clerk  and  books,  and  everjiiiiBg 

of  that  kind,  so  that  all  the  tiansactious  can  be  readily  ascertained. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  On  the  first  of  Januanr,  1876,  I  'notice  that  $8], 800  appears  to  your  credit  on  ik 
memorandum  in  the  drawer  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  observe  on  January  13  $1,000  was  received,  and  on  Febniary  7  $3,000  was  re- 
ceived. Is  that  all  the  money  that  you  have  received  since  thelst  of  January  from  these 
parties  who  have  been  dealing  with  the  Government  and  who  pay  you  a  percentage  ^-A. 
Yes,  sir ;  except  what  is  on  my  balance  in  the  bank. 

Q.  You  placed  a  part  of  your  receipts  on  the  memorandum  and  a  part  of  them  in  the  bank? 
— A.  6ince  I  have  kept  an  account  I  have  put  nothing  on  the  memorandum  except  IgaTeit 
to  him  as  his  necessities  required. 

Q.  Did  that  $1,000  of  January  13  and  $3,000  of  February  7  come  from  money  fromtb«e 
resources,  or  was  that  your  check  which  you  gave  to  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  t  Wif 
that  money  received  from  these  parties  with  whom  you  were  doing  business? — A.  ?tn^ 
it  is  and  probably  all.  The  whole  may  have  been  received  from  them,  but  it  was  pat  into 
my  bank,  and  when  Warr  asked  for  $1,000  I  have  given  him  $1,000. 

Q.  Have  vou  made  a  memorandum  of  that,  or  httve  you  the  credit  on  your  boobl-A. 
The  credit  there  is  all.  For  instance,  I  would  have  $2,000  in  my  private  deposit;  Mr.  Wtrr 
would  tell  me  that  he  wanted  $1,000  and  I  would  give  him  a  check  for  that  amoaDtio^ 
that  check  would  go  on  the  memorandum  ;  then  if  he  would  ask  me  for  $3,000  I  wooM 
give  him  a  check  for  $3,000,  and  he  would  credit  me  with  $3,000  on  the  uiemoranduni. 


Philadelphia,  April  M,  1^^ 
J.  P.  Warr  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  become  a  member  of  such  firm  ? — A.  Four  years  the  1st  of  April 

Q.  What  has  been  the  business  of  that  firm  during  that  period  uf  time  T— A.  Grain  io<' 
flour  commission  business. 

Q.  Has  it  had  any  connection  with  naval  supplies  furnished  to  the  Navy  T— A.  We  for* 
nished  small  lots  of  flour  and  feed  to  the  navy-yards. 

Q.  Is  that  alir— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  You  furnished  no  clothing  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  provisions  or  wet  goods  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  interested  with  anybody  else  in  furnishing  such  supplies  T-'A.  ^^ 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  The  firm  has  been  in  receipt  of  no  moneys  from  any  other  party  or  parties  in  coooectioi^ 
with  naval  supplies  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  the  book-keeper  of  the  firm  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  an  account  of  all  the  money  that  comes  into  the  firm  ? — A.  Ye«,sir. 

Q.  And  its  disbursement? — A.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  have  you  received  any  money  from  J.  Bigler  &  Co.t'^^' 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  money  from  Gaskell  &  Son  ? — A.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  money  from  Wm.  Mathews,  of  New  York  City  T— A.  ^^  A 
about  Gaskell :  when  you  asK  if  I  received  any  money,  we  have  borrowed  from  and  lo*^^ 
money  to  him.  He  is  a  friend  of  ours  and  we  sometimes  borrowed  money  and  returned^ 
and  be  sometimes  borrowed  mone>  from  us  and  returned  it,  the  same  assail  business  hou^ 
do.   Of  course  I  do  not  suppose  you  mean  that  in  your  question. 

Q.  You  have  received  from  them  no  money  except  on  account  of  the  loans  t — ^A.  Excep ' 
ing  in  the  shape  of  accommodation  loans ;  accommodation  between  two  business  houses. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  has  been  the  extent  of  your  sales  to  the  Government  in  an/ 
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Br  durinf^  the  period  of  time  covered  by  the  years  1872, 1873, 1874,  und  1875  ? 
tern  here  from  the  first  of  Janaary,  1875,  to  the  present  time.  These  are  our 
90oks.  [Referring  to  books.]  Previous  to  that  I  would  have  to  lookback, 
of  Janaary,  1875, 1  can  show  by  these  books  every  dollar's  worth  that  were 

now  make  a  rough  estimate  of  the  amount  of  your  annual  sales  to  the  Gov- 
As  near  as  I  can  place  it  it  would  not  exceed  $5,000  a  year.    I  think  [refer- 

I  $3,12^3.60  is  the  amount  from  the  first  of  January,  1^5,  up  to  the  present 

s  one  small  bill  not  yet  posted  in  this  book,  which  was  furnished  the  other  day, 

1  not  alter  it  over  $50. 

n  keep  a  bank-account  with  two  banks,  one  being  the  Com  Exchange  and 

riechanics'  National  Bank,  do  they  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

t  been  so  for  a  number  of  years  past  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;   we  have  had  the  Corn 

ount  ever  since  it  was  instituted.  Mr.  A.  6.  Cattell  was  one  of  the  organizers 
We  have  also  had  the  Mechanics'  Bank  account  running  for  a  good  many 

both  bank-accounts  and  state  whether  these  deposits  are  made  in  the  bank 
e  grain  business. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

leposits  made  from  any  other  source  or  quarter  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  these  are  all  our 
,  except  that  there  has  been  and  probably  is  borrowed  money  through  these 
carrying  large  quantities  of  grain  it  requires,  sometimes,  a  very  heavy  cap!- 
;essity  we  are  in  the  habit  of  burrowing  at  times  when  we  are  doing  a  heyy 
e  then  borrow  funds  from  our  friends ;  for  instance,  that  is  a  loan,  [referring 

Com  Exchange  Bank,  on  April  8.  of  $10,000.]    We  were  loading  stuff  on 

Harmonia,  and  we  have  20,000  bushels  of  wheat  sold,  and  1,700  barrels  of 
ie  drafts  were  coming  in  to  us,  and  of  necessity  we  must  borrow  money  to 

That  is  one  of  these  loans.  There  are,  of  course,  other  loans  in  those  deposits 
)t  analyze  at  present  for  you. 

understand  that  these  bank*books  show  simply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
r  and  such  sums  of  money  as  you  may  have  borrowed  or  loaned  in  connection 
ness  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  these  deposits  represent  that. 

lexduderG.  Cattell,  senior,  or  Mr.  £.  6.  Cattell  had  any  private  funds,  or  out- 
ms,  their  deposits  in  the  bank  would  not  appear  in  these  books  7 — A.  No,  sir ; 
.  Cattell  &  Co.'s  books. 

know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  they  keep  separate  private  accounts  ? — A. 
lot  know  anything  about  that. 

know  whether  there  is  another  firm  doing  any  business  whatever  under  the 
Cattell  &  Co.f — A.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

a  firm  doing  any  kind  of  business  under  the  firm-name  of  E.  6.  Cattell  &  Co.? 
not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

IT  of  the  gentlemen  do  any  separate  business  7 — A.  O,  yes,  I  presume  so.  I  do 
thing  about  their  business  at  all.  A.  G.  Cattell  was  a  Senator  of  the  United 
,  of  course,  had  nothing  to  do  with  our  business ;  in  fact,  A.  G.  Cattell  is  virtu- 
r  business,  because  he  is  not  there  often. 

s  that  they,  either  one  or  both  of  them,  might  make,  or  real-estate  purchase 
)tes,  or  fees,  or  commissions  of  any  kind,  would  such  transaction  appear  upon 
it  you  have  t — A.  No,  sir. 
)u  any  knowledge  or  information  of  such  business  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Harris  : 

)U  not  known  checks  to  come  into  your  office  payable  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co., 

r  firm  had  no  interest  1 — A.  Yes  ;  I  have  in  one  or  two  instances. 

•m  were  such  checks  drawn  7 — A.  They  were  signed  by  William  Mathews. 

er  party  f — A.  No,  sir. 

t  amount  have  such  checks  come  into  your  office  or  place  of  business  T — A.  I 

ber,  because  I  took  no  account  of  them  whatever. 

re  known  those  checks  to  be  indorsed  by  the  firm  of  A.  G.^Cattelldc^  Co.,  have 

,  They  must  have  been,  to  be  used. 

m  were  they  passed  after  being  so  indorsed  ? — A.  E.  G.  Cattell. 

ou  ever  indorsed  such  checks  f— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

>u  have  inforaiation,  have  you  not,  through  the  means  of  those  checks,  that 

tell,  at  least,  had  some  interest  in  business  outside  of  your  firm  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

ere  I  knew  nothing  about. 

m  never,  by  inquiry,  learned  what  those  checks  related  to  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

>u  not  asked  T — A.  No,  sir. 

-A.  Simply  because  he  told  me  they  belonged  to  him. 

Chairman  : 

r  that  they  were  payable  to  your  company,  however,  do  you  not  ? — A.  Yes, 
le  to  our  office,  and  they  were  opened  in  his  absence.    On  Vu&  T«\\xiTi  \Xi«^  ^«i^ 
n,  and  he  took  posBesakn  of  them,  and  that  is  aU  1  know  «\>on\.  0^^\\\. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  Did  anj  such  check  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  Sl  Co.,  on  any  hank- 
account  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  always  kept  separate  and  distinct  ? — A.  They  were  always  pjven  to  him. 
Q.  Then  you  knew  that  any  business  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Mathews  was  in  factnothiD^ 
which  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattelf  &  Co.  was  interested  inT— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  what  that  business  was  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q    Did  you  not  sometimes  read  the  letters  accompanying^  such  checks  T — A.  Th^  letters 
accompanying  such  checks  were,  simply,  *' I  inclose  you  check  for  so  and  so,  which  we 
trust  will  be  satisfactory,"  or  something  of  that  kind. 
Q.  Haye  you  those  fetters  T — A.  They  were  all  handed  to  £.  G.  Cattell. 
Q.  Is  there  anr  memorandum  or  account  in  your  possession  showing  the  number  and 
amount  of  those  checks  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  haye  you  been  associated  with  these  gentlemen  since  you  first  went  there! 
— A.  I  haye  been  with  them  about  sixteen  years. 

Q    You  were  with  them,  at  first,  I  suppose,  as  a  book-keeper  or  clerk  T — A.  I  went  vith 
them  as  a  boy  from  the  grammar-school. 
Q.  And  four  years  ago  yon  were  taken  in  as  partner? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  All  entries  in  these  books  are  in  your  handwriting,  are  they  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  most  of 
them. 

Q.  You  haye  the  entire  charge  of  the  books  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  book-keeper. 
Q.  Haye  you  anything  to  do  with  the  business  transactions  of  the  firm,   buying  and  sell- 
ing Y — A.  No, sir:  £.  G  Cattell,  jr.,  runs  the  outside  business. 
Q.  Are  you  also  the  cashier  ? — A.  Yes ;  of  course. 

Q.  You  make  the  deposits  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  fix  them  up,  and  send  the  boy  to  the  bank. 
Q.  You  arrange  the  loans  sometimes,  do  you  not  7 — A.  Well,  sometimes ;  yery  seldom. 
He  generally  attends  to  the  loans. 

Q.  Cannot  you  give  the  committee  any  information  as  to  the  business  relations  between 
K.  G.  Cattell  and  Mr.  Mathews  t — A.  Not  a  mortal  thing,  sir ;  it  was.  neyer  mentioned  be- 
tween \\9. 

Q.  Haye  you  not  information  from  your  partner  that  he  was  receiying  commissions  on  sc> 
count  of  a  contract  with  the  Nayy  Department  made  by  Mr.  Mathews? — A.  No,  sir;  not 
eyer  a  word. 

Q.  You,  the  younger  Cattell,  and  the  two  senior  Cattells,  A.  G.  and  £.  G.,  constitute  the 
whole  firm,  do  you?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  A.  O.  Gattell,  jr.,  and  myself  run  the  grain  busioeM. 
We  do  nothing  except  that.  Our  business  is  to  run  that  grain  business  of  the  firm,  which 
we  do.  All  we  have  sold  to  the  Nayy  Department  from  the  1st  of  January,  J875,  aa  I  say, 
is  contained  in  that  ledger. 

Q.  What  does  £.  O.  Cattell,  senior,  do  in  relation  to  your  business? — ^A.  Nothing,  ex- 
cept when  he  is  home  we  consult  him  about  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  operatioo  that  we 
may  want  to  enter  into.  He  has  been  away  a  good  part  of  bis  time:  that  is,  be  does  not 
take  any  steady  connection  in  the  business.  It  is  A.  G.  Cattell,  jr.,  and  myself  who  ran  the 
business  steadily. 

Q.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  this  firm  was  established  by  these  two  senior  members,  practi- 
cally, for  the  benefit  of  the  boys,  yourself  and  A.  G.,  jr.  ? — A.  I  suppose  that  is  what 
you  might  say  it  amounts  to. 

Q.  Did  the  senior  members  share  in  the  profits?— A.  The  arrangement  is  simply  that  A. 
G.  Cattell,  jr.,  and  myself  get  a  certain  sum  whether  we  make  it  or  not. 

Q.  How  much  is  the  amount  that  you  are  allowed  to  draw  ? — A.  We  are  allowed  to  draw 
$2,800  each. 

Q.  Then  if  there  should  be  a  profit  aboye  that,  what  is  done  with  it  ?~A.  Then  it  goes 
into  the  capital  of  the  concern. 

Q.  Has  any  profit  been  drawn  by  A.  G.  Cattell,  sr.,  or  £.  G.  Cattell  since  Januaiy  1, 
1875  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Haye  they  drawn  money  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  haye  drawn  no  money  out  of  the  con- 
cern. 

Q.  All  profits,  then,  oyer  and  aboye  what  you  and  A.  G.,  jr.,  require  for  your  subsistence, 
remain  in  the  firm  to-day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
Q.  Haye  you  drawn  \ip  to  your  amount  of  $2,800  a  year  each  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Haye  you  drawn  any  more  than  that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  stated  just  now  that  A.  G.  Cattell,  sr.,  really  had  no  interest  in  the  firm.  Dop° 
mean  that?— A.  Well,  yes. 


Q.  He  has  got  $10,000  capital  in  it,  has  he  not  ?— A.  He  has  $10,000  capital ;  but  o 
of  that  all  the  interest  that  he  has  in  it  is  that  he  leayes  his  name  and  some  capital  in.   He 
does  not  take  any  part  in  the  business  whateyer. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  that  the  two  senior  Cattells  had  neyer  drawn  anything  out  of 
the  concern  since  theVompany  was  formed  f — A.  They  haye  drawn  money  out  prerious  to 
January  ],  1875. 
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Q.  How  much  has  each  of  them  drawn  out  of  the  firm  since  you  entered  it  f — A.  That 
I  could  not  saj  positively;  they  have  drawn  out  living-expenses. 
Q.  Previous  to  1875  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  They  have  not  drawn  anything  since  187')  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harrls  : 

Q.  State  whether,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1875,  the  two  senior  partners  drew  out  every- 
thing except  the  $10,000  apiece,  which  remains  on  your  books.  I  see  your  books  open  with 
110,000  credited  to  each  of  the  seniors,  and  $5,000  to  yourself,  and  $5,000  to  A.  6.,  jr.  Do 
your  books  represent  the  amount  of  capital  left  in  the  concern  January  1,  1875,  by  each  of 
the  partners? — A.  Ye8,sir;  that  was  a  new  arrangement  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1875,  when 
these  books  were  started,  between  A.  G.  Cattell,  jr.,  and  myself  with  them. 

Q.  They  have  no  greater  interest  than  your  books  show  7 — A.  Nothing  in  this  concern, 
except  what  the  bookjs  show. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  interest  did  they  have  in  it  previous  to  that  ?  You  say  you  formed  a  partnership 
four  years  ago? — A.  It  was  not  a  copartnership;  it  was  an  agreement  that  we  should  have 
80  much  whether  the  business  paid  so  much  or  not.  We  did  not  have  anything  over  that 
previous  to  1875.  We  have  never  been  what  you  might  call  full  partners.  The  two  sen- 
iors being  away  so  much  it  was  necessary  that  we  boys  should  have  power  to  sign  checks 
and  one  thing  and  another ;  and  they  gave  us  an  interest  in  the  concern  to  the  extent  of  a  cer- 
tain amount ;  that  amount  we  have  drawn  ever  since. 

«Q.  Before  that  you  were  getting  so  much  whether  it  was  made  or  not  ? — A.  Certainly,  and 
w-e  do  yet.     We  are  doing  our  best,  of  course,  to  make  it. 

Q.  Who  draws  the  checks  of  your  concern,  and  signs  the  notes  ? — A.  A.  G.  Cattell,  jr., 
and  myself.  We  do  all  the  business  of  the  concern. 

<^.  The  senior  partners  do  not  sign  any  checks  for  the  firm  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  have  the 
rig^ht,  but  they  do  not  interfere  with  us  at  all. 

Q.  Who  indorsed  the  checks  that  were  sent  by  Mathews  ? — A.  I  presume  E.  G.  Cattell 
<lid  bimself ;  he  has  the  right,  as  one  member  of  the  firm,  to  use  the  firm-natne. 

Q.  Did  you  not  indorse  them  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  indorsed  a  check,  be- 
^^^use  they  were  something  that  I  knew  nothing  about,  and  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

<^.  State  whether  or  not  your  books,  previous  to  January  18,  1875,  contain  any  account 
^iih  Wm.  Mathews.-~A.  No,  sir. 

<^.  Did  his  name  appear  on  the  books  of  that  firm  anywhere  as  a  debtor  or  creditor? — 
-^-   No,  sir. 

Cj.  It  never  had  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

^.  Did  you  ever  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  these  checks  when  Mr.  Cattell  was  not 
.^^re,  when  Mr.  Mathews* sent  them  to  you  ?— A.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy,  A.  G.  Cattell, 
J"^.  who  does  the  writing,  would  write  him  a  line,  saying,  **  We  have  received  your 
^<^eck,  and  presume  it  is  all  right.**    That  would  be  the  extent  of  our  correspondence. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  such  correspondence  f — A.  Our  letters  are  copied,  and  I  presume  they 
^'^  all  preserved;  but  it  is  a  matter  that  I  suppose  would  be  like  hunting  a  needle  in 
^  hay-stack.  It  was  only  a  question  of  two  or  three  times,  and  I  could  not  tell  you  the 
^^te,  because  I  have  no  record  and  no  account  of  it  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

<).  You  have  been  a  confidential  clerk  to  the  Cattells  during  this  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
^^    considered. 

^.  The  senior  members  of  your  firm  have  been  absent.  You  have  been  a  member  of 
^**^  firm  yourself  for  four  years  or  more? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

.    Q.  During  that  time  the  senior  members  of  the  firm  have  been  absent  a  good  deal  ? — 
"^«    Yes,  sir ;  very  frequently. 

^.  And  for  lengthened  periods? — A.  Yes,  sometimes  a  week  or  two  at  a  time. 

1^.  Sometimes  more.  They  have  been  to  Europe,  have  thf  y  not  ? — A.  Not  both  of  them ; 
'^•^ly  one,  the  Senator,  went  to  Europe. 

^.  And  the  other  in  his  absence  was  necessarily  a  good  deal  away  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  The  correspondence  which  came  to  the  firm,  directed  to  the  firm,  was  opened  by 
^^ Horn  7 — A.  A.  G.  Cattell,  jr.,  generally  attended  to  the  correspondence  with  the  firm.  I 
^^^«nded  to  the  books  and  he  attended  to  the  correspondence  outside. 

C^.  You  attended  to  the  cash — to  the  business  of  the  firm  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
_^  C^.  if  a  check  came  to  the  firm    of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  in  a  letter  opened  by  A.  G. 
^•*.t.tell,jr.,  would  he  not  probably  hand  the  letter  and  check,  or  whatever  was  lult,  ^N^:t  \ft 
^^o  as  cashier  and   book-keeper  of  the  concern  ? — A.  Certaiu\y,  lYial  \ft  iVi^  n^vj  \  Q.*xftft  N» 
these  checks  of  Mr.  Matbey%'s. 
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Q.  Did  you  not  make  the  deposits  in  the  bank  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  at  least  I  made  them  up, 
and  the  boy  deposited  them. 

Q.  If  a  piece  of  paper  comes  to  the  firm  that  needs  their  indorsement  before  iti9d^ 
posited,  yon  sign  the  firm* s  name  on  the  check  and  put  it  in  the  bank,  do  you  not  ?— A.  Ye», 
sir ;  I  have  charge  of  that. 

Q.  Recollect,  if  you  can,  and  carry  yourself  back  to  the  period  of  four  or  five  years  since 
you  have  been  a  member  of  the  concern.  How  many  such  pieces  of  paper  as  you  say  70a 
do  not  enter  on  the  books  of  the  concern,  knowing  that  they  belonged  to  somebody  else, 
have  you  received  ? — A.  I  will  be  liberal  and  say  not  over  a  half  dozen. 

Q.  From  what  other  parties  besides  Mr.  Mathews  f — A.  No  one. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  checks  that  you  received  in  the  absence  of  the  senior  members  of  the  6rm  joa 
probably  indorsed  and  put  in  the  bank  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  probably  handed  them  over  to  E.G. 
Cattell  when  he  came  in.  They  did  not  belong  to  A.  G.  Cattell  ^  Co.-  I  had  do  aeeoant 
with  Wm.  Mathews  on  my  books.  I  knew  nothing  about  it.  I  laid  them  ia  my  drawer 
when  they  were  handed  to  me,  until  Mr.  Cattell  came  home,  and  he  would  probably  take 
possession  of  them  and  keep  them. 

Q.  Did  he  not  have  au  account  somewhere — did  he  keep  any  books  in  the  store?— A. Not 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  entry  for  him  in  any  books  whatever? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  kept* 
book  for  him. 

Q.  He  never  had  a  book -account  in  the  store  since  you  have  been  a  partner  Id  it?- 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  had  a  book-account  on  your  own  books  ? — A.  £.  G.  Cattell   had  an  iDdirid*         t 
ual  account. 

Q.   Why  could  you  not,  then,  properly  credit  him  with  that  money  ? — A.  Simply  from 
want  of  knowledge.     Why  should  1  credit  anything  that  I  knew  nothing  about  ? 

Q.  You  said  that  you  knew  it  was  his? — A.  Aleck  handed  it  to  me  and  a^kedmeu 
I  knew  what  it  was,  probably,  and  we  have  decided  that  it  belonged  to  him,  and  when  b« 
came  home  he  said  it  did. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  were  a  borrower  of  money.  He  was  away  ten  days  at  a  time ; 
there  was  monev  you  could  use  as^well  as  not  ;  would  you  hold  that  there  and  borro^ 
money  and  not  deposit  that  money  thus  received  ? — A.  Certainly  not,  if  that  came  at  these 
times  ;  but  I  do  remember  of  it  coming  at  those  times. 

Q.  Then  you  would  have  felt  at  liberty  to  deposit  it  If  you  had  needed  the  money  ?^  A. 
Certainly.   I  would  have  asked  him  about  it,  and  accounted  for  it  afier  he  came  home. 

Q.  How  would  you  account  to  him  for  it  1 — ^A.  By  giving  him  our  check  in  return.         ^ 

Q  Did  either  £.  G.  or  A.  G.  Cattell  have  an  open  account  on  your  ledger  at  anytime  . 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  a  running-account. 

Q.  Up  to  what  time  ? — A.  That  is  all  in  the  old  books  ;  I  cannot  say  what  time. 

Q.  Did  it  end  with  the  old  books  f— A.  Their  open  account,  1  think,  ended  with  the  oW 
books. 

Q.  That  is,  they  have  had  no  open  account  since  the  1st  of  January,  1875,  in  your  co°' 
cern  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Previous  to  that  time  they  kept  an  open  account  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  they  having  an  open  account  at  that  time,  and  money  coming  in  belongi^E/f 
them,  why  did  you  not  give  them  credit  for  it ;  money  coming  into  the  concern  th«**  ^ 
longed  to  an  individual  of  the  concern,  why  did  you  not  give  them  credit  for  it  f  ^*J 
Simply  because  Mr.  Cattell  said  that  belonged  to  him.  Why  should  I,  as  a  book-k^^^^. 
credit  him  with  mOney  that  he  said  belonged  to  him  M'ithout  authority  ?  You  niust  ^^^ 
lect  that  I  am  a  book-keqper.  ^  ^. 

Q.  Then  it  was  the  express  understanding  that  there  was  paper  of  a  certain  nature 
ing  to  the  concern  that  you  were  not  at  liberty  to  put  on  the  books  ? — A.   No,  sir.  ^^. 

Q.  What  was  it,  then  t — A.  In  my  duty  as  book-keeper  if  anything  comes  into  th^        .  ^ 
cern  that  I  do  not  understand   I  ask  for  information  before  1  make  an  entry.     Tl»- 
my  duty  as  book-keeper. 

Q.  Repeatedly  coming  would  you  repeatedly  ask  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Would  you  not  consider  that  you  had  general  instructions  after  half  a  dozen  tii 
the   same  thiner    happened  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  if  a  check  came  in  drawn   to  A.  G.  Catt< 
Co.,  and  Mr.  Cattell  said,  **That  belongs  to  me,*'  and  took  possession  of  it,  why  si 
I  credit  the  next  one  t 

Q.  You  have  said  that  the    Caltelp,  senior,  were   both  absent.    These  checks  cai 
their  absence ;  you  were  in  need   of  money  to  do  your  business   sometime!),   and  hi 
borrow  and  exchange  checks  f — A.  Sometimes  we  required  money  to  carry  on  our 
ness. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  even  deposit  one  of  these  checks  and  have  the  benel^ 
it? — A.  The  very  fact  of  the  first  .check  being  taken  possession  of  by  him    would  ^' 
vince  me  that  ibis  be\on|i;ed  to  him^and  that  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it  ;  that ' 
after  I  wouldnotbave  an^lVvmf^  Vo  ^o  vj\\X\ >iX\^Ti\. 

Q.  That  wou\d  be  to  you  \*ai\Amo\xtv\.  \.o  \\M\\xv<L'cvwi%^ — k-  'WaN.^iwiWV^  \]kwt&moan 
me  to  bo  very  ca\efu\;  aiiVL\n^l\\<5  iieTL^NXm^  \vwwsi^^\v%x\^^^i  Vv^\v 
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Q.  Are  yon  poRitive  that  none  of  these  checks  that  came  from  Mathews  were  passed  to 
the  credit  of  E.  G.  or  A.  G.  Cattell  by  your  concern  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  A.  G.  Cattell  or  E.G.  Cattell  or  both  of  them,  then,  had  aD  acconnt  with  the  bank  sep- 
arate from  the  concern  that  you  were  interested  in  1 — A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question  pos- 
itively :  I  presume  they  had. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  had  ? — A.  I  know  this :  they  have  both  of  them  given  me 
checks  on  their  individual  account.   That  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  Did  you  never  deposit  on  their  account  any  property  which  you  knew  belonged  to 
them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  did  deposit  anything  for  them  f — A.  No,  sir;  they  attended  to  their  own 
business  and  we  attended  to  ours. 

Q.  And  anything  which  you  held,  which  was  sent  to  the  firm  belonging  to  them,  if  they 
were  away  a  mouth,  would  you  keep  without  deposit! n(^it  7 — A.  Yes, sir ;  there  is  nothing  that 
I  remember,  except  these  checks  of  Mr.  Mathews.  They  were  opened  by  us  in  ignorance  of 
what  was  in  them,  and  when  he  came  home  he  was  asked  whether  they  were  hii ;  and  they 
were  handed  to  him.     His  property  we  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with. 

Q.    Whose  property  do  you  mean  ? — A.  E.  G.  CHttell's. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  A.  G.  and  E  G.  Cattell  were  not  alike  interested  in  these. 
— A.  That  I  know  nothing  about.  They  were  banded  over  to  E.  G.  Cattell.  We  came 
more  into  contact  with  E.  G.  than  A.  G. 

Q.  Then  yon  do  not  know  whether  E.  G.  and  A.  G.  were  alike  interested  in  them? — A. 
No ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  say  that  they  have  given  you  their  individual  checks  on  the  banks  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  each  had  a  deposit  in  his  name ;.  or  did  they  have  a  joint 
deposit? — A.  No.  sir;  they  each  have  a  separate  account  in  the  bank. 

Q.  Do  they  not  have  books  in  your  store  belonging  to  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Have  they  private  rooms  in  your  store  ? — A.  They  have  their  private  office.  I  am  the 
book-keeper,  and  am  separated  by  a  railincr ;  but  then,  of  course,  there  are  offices  on  the 
other  side  of  the  room  wnere  the  seniors  write  their  letters.  You  might  call  them  private 
offices,  bnt  they  are  just  the  same  as  any  counting  house. 

Q.  Is  there  any  railing  between  f — A.  There  is  a  partition. 

Q.  Going  way  up  to  the  wall  1 — A.  About  two-thirds  of  the  way  up. 

Q.  Have  they  a  private  safe  1 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  If  they  had  a  private  safe  would  you  know  it  f— A.  If  it  was  in  our  office  I  would.  A. 
G.  Cattell  has  one  out  at  his  home  in  Merchantville  ;  I  have  seen  that. 

Q.  If  they  had  had  private  books  in  your  office  would  you  not  know  it  ? — A.  I  would  be 
likely  to  know  it. 

*  

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  seen  A.  G.  Catt^lTs  safe  in  his  house  where  he  lives  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  know  he  keeps  a  private  safe  there,  because  I  have  seen  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  keeps  books  there? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  the  inside  of  it. 

Q.  In  looking  over  your  cash-account  the  other  day,  and  your  cash-books,  we  did  not  make 
them  agree.  Perhaps  you  can  explain.  I  will  ask  you  if  your  bank-account  should  not 
agree  with  your  C4ish-book  ? — A.  Certainly ;  they  should  agree  if  there  were  not  any  other 
items  ;  but  we  have  small  due-bills  lying  in  the  drawer  representing  cash,  as  every  bouse 
has.  If  a  party  comes  in  and  wants  to  borrow  a  few  hundred  dollars,  we  give  it  to  him  and 
be  gives  us  a  little  due-bill,  and  it  lies  in  the  drawer.  Our  cash-book  and  the  due  bills  added 
to  the  check-balance  agree.  Take  the  due-bills  and  add  them  to  the  balance  and  they  agree. 
I  balance  the  cash. 

Q.  To  get  at  what  is  done  with  the  checks  from  Mr.  Matthews,  we  cannot  get  any  light 
from  your  books. — A.  That  is  simply  because  we  had  nothing  lo  do  with  anything  of  the 
kind,  as  I  told  you.  The  checks  have  been  handed  to  E.  G.  Cattell.  For  whatever  informa- 
tion you  want  you  must  ask  that  gentleman. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Would  the  grain  establishment  borrow,  or  not,  from  time  to  time  of  either  E.  G.  or  A. 
G.  Cattell  sums  of  money  as  they  might  need  it? — A.  Certainly;  and  we  would  pay  them 
back,  of  course.  If  I  wanted  $1,000  to-day,  and  if  Mr.  Cattell  was  about  the  store,  I  would 
ask  him  if  he  had  $1,000  over ;  and  if  he  had  he  would  give  it  to  me ;  but  I  would  pay  him 
back  to-morrow. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  upon  your  books  that  would  represent  transactions  of  that  kind  ? — 
A.  Certainly  not;  that  is  simply  a  call-loan,  to  be  repaid  in  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  no  memoranda  of  your  due-bill  transactions  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  simply  represented  by  the  loose  papers  in  your  office? — A.  Certainly;  that 
is  done  always. 

By  Mr.  BiJiiLEiaH : 

Q.  In  depositing  or  receiving  checks  from  E.  G.  or  A.  G.  Cattell,  on  what  banks  were  the 
checks  drawn,  or  in  what  banks  were  deposits  made  in  their  name? — A.  TVv^  Cowi  'Ex- 
change Bank.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  any  other  or  not.    TVk«A.  v^  yjV^X  V^  ^«^- 
^TdMy  gives  me  whenever  be  baa  done  so. 
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Q.  Yon  say  p^enerally  ?— >A.  Always.  Whenever  be  has  g^ven  me  a  check  it  has  always 
been  on  the  Com  Exchange  Bank.  , 

Q.  Whenever  you  have  made  a  deposit  for  him,  to  his  credit,  yoti  have  made  it  in  tiie 
Corn  Exchange  Bank,  have  you  f — A.  I  give  him  the  check  himself  and  he  makes  the  de- 
posit.   He  attends  to  bis  business. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  both  of  the  senior  Cattells  keep  a  separate  account  in  the  Corn  Exchange  BtDk?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  bank  that  they  keep  an  account  in ;  and  they  nerer 
gave  you  a  check  on  any  other  bank  ?— A.  No,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  12, 1876. 
J.  P.  Warr  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  is  D.  S.  Stf^tson  &.  Co.  ? — Answer.  Business  neighbors  of  ours  on  the 
wharf.  They  are  engaged  in  the  shipping  business.  They  are  old  personal  triends  of  the  Cat- 
tells,  and  live  at  Mercoantville. 

Q.  Have  they  associated  with  the  Messrs.  Cattell  in  any  enterprise  or  dealings  of  anj 
kind  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  The  transactions  which  we  have  had  with  them  will 
show  on  the  books.  On  \ieLge  10  of  the  ledger  appears  an  entry  of  two  accommodation  notes 
of  A.  O.  Cattell  &  Co.,  indorsed  by  Qeo.  M.  Robeson,  for  $5,000  each,  dated  September,  1869. 
On  page  II  of  the  ledger  appears  an  entrv  of  two  accommondation  notes  of  A.  G.  Cattell  & 
Co.,  indorsed  by  Geo.  M.Robeson,  under  date  of  December,  JSTiQ,  for  $5,000  each.  On 
the  same  page  appears  an  entry  of  an  accommodation  note  of  G.  M.  Robeson  for  our  use 
and  accommodation,  dated  May,  1870,  for  $5,000.  On  page  12  of  the  ledger  appears  an  en- 
try of  a  note  of  G.  M.  Robeson,  loaned  to  us  as  accommodation,  dated  September,  1870,  for 
$5,000.  On  page  12  of  the  ledger  appears  an  entry  of  two  notes  of  G  M.  Robeson,  being 
accommodation  to  us,  one  dated  December,  for  $5,000,  and  one  dated  January,  ]87i,  fvf 
$5,000.  On  page  13  of  the  ledger  appears  an  entry  of  an  accommodation  note  of  6.  M. 
Robeson,  for  $5,000,  dated  January,  lb7 1  ;  also  accommodation  note  of  G.  M.  Robeson,  dated 
May,  1871.  for  $5,000;  also  accommodation  note  of  G.  M.  Robeson,  dated  May,  1671,  for 
$5,  too. 

Q.  I  notice  that  here  are  several  notes  of  Mr.  Robeson,  each  for  $5,000,  the  reference  being, 
as  you  say,  to  tbe  journal  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  were  loan-notes  of  Mr.  Robeson  which  were 
unused  by  the  firm  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  they  were  returned  or  canceled  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  observe,  during  the  year  1871,  as  appears  from  dates  in  your  ledger,  there  were  four 
notes  that  were  loaned,  each  being  for  $5,000,  which  you  say  were  unused  by  the  firm?— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  that  is  so. 

Q.  Look  among  your  bills  receivable  after  the  close  of  the  year  1871,  and  see  if  there 
is  any  other  transaction  of  the  kind,  to  wit :  that  of  loan-notes  irom  G.  M.  Robeson  to 
your  firm.— A.  I  find  November,  1875,  one  of  $1 ,200  and  one  of  $4, 000,  note  of  G.  M. Robe- 
son to  us.  Also,  in  March,  lfc76,  note  for  $5,120,  and  also  one  for  $4, 080.  Those  are  two 
accommodation  notes  still  unused  and  incur  possession.  On  pages  124  and  126  of  tbe 
ledger  appear  the  accounts  of  Geo.  M.  Robeson,  a  transcript  of  which  account  I  will  fnmisu 
to  the  committee.  The  pencil-memorandum  on  the  face  of  the  account  shows  tbe  letters, 
Dep.  S.  bk. 

Q.  How  much  money  does  your  firm  owe  J.  O.Bradford? — A.  $20,000. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  what  that  indebtedness  was  created  7 — A.  It  was  simply  a  loan,  as  I 
understand  it. 

Q.  Is  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  indebted  to  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  ?— A.  Theaccountia 
balanced,  and  is  paid. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  business  of  the  firm  in  Arkansas  land,  Loniei^ii* 
land,  and  in  stock,  real  estate,  town-lots,  &c  ?— A.  A.  G.  Cattell,  Peter  Wright  &  Sons, 
and  several  Philadelphia  merchants  own  plantations  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Robeson  or  anybody  else  was  interested  in  that  ?— A.  fto» 
«ir. 

Q.  Is  that  true  of  the  Merchant ville  property  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  ever  knew,  the  MercWjJ* 
ville  property  belongs  to  Elijah  and  Senator  Cattell.  An  account  is  opened  on  the  boow 
of  the  Merchantville  building-lots,  which  represents  real  estate  in  Merc  ban  tvi  lie.  ^ 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Robeson  or  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  interested  in  those  lots  <" 
A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  ^^  , 

Q.  I  notice  that  a  real-estate  account  is  opened  under  the  heading  of  **  Long  BrsDch.'  *• 
Mr.  Robeson  or  any  otber  peisoii  \\xlwe%Vfe^  v«\\Xv  \\i^  '^wsv  ^^  k.G.  Cattell  Sl  Co.  in  "^^ 
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lots  T — A.  I  will  tell  you  how  that  account,  wbeu  it  was  stirted,  was  explained  to  me.  Mr. 
Cattell  can  explain  it  raucb  better  tbau  I  can.  The  Senator  and  Mr.  Robeson  have  business 
transactions  together  in  property  at  Moninoiitb  Beach,  and  the  account  stands  open  on  our 
books,  never  bavini;  been  settled,  but  the  Senator  has  security  in  his  hands  to  cover  the 
indebtedness  on  that  account. 

Q.  Will  you  turn  to  the  Lon^^  Branch  account  and  give  the  state  thereof  ? — A.  The  Long 
Branch  account  stands  debited  on  our  ledger  i$l3,;M)d.  19.  For  a  long  time  this  property  was 
carried  on  accommodation  notes. 

Q.  Under  the  general  head  '^Long  Branch  property,**  in  which,  as  you  have  understood 
from  Senator  Cattell,  Mr.  Robeson  was  interested  with  him,  the  debit  items,  as  they  appear 
from  the  books,  foot  up  $43,.^)6.5.40,  and  the  items  of  credit  foot  up  $30, 197.21 1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  leaves  a  balance  of  $13,368.19  upon  the  debit  sidef — A.  Ye^,  sir ;  those  items  of 
the  debit  do  not  really  represent  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  made,  but  are  simply  the 
amounts  of  the  original  purchases,  which  have  been  carried  and  renewed  from  time  to  time; 
when  renewed  the  credits  would  appear.  The  balance  represents  the  net  amount  of  expen- 
ditures. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  either  of  the  Messrs.  Cattell  had  any  interest  with  Mr.  Robe- 
son  in  the  items  which  appear  upon  your  books,  *'  Long  Branch  cottage,  Nos.  1 , 2, 3f" — A.  Yes. 
sir ;  Long  Branch  cottage  No.  3  is  owned  bv  Elijah  6.  Cattell,  Long  Branch  cottage  No.  2 
is  owned  oy  A.  G.  Cattell,  and  Long  Branch  cottage  No.  1  is  owned  by  Qeo.  M.  Robeson. 
All  this  Long  Branch  property  is  in  connection  with  other  transactions  with  the  Senator. 

Q.  State  how  much  is  snown  to  be  the  cost  or  expenditure  made  for  and  on  account  of  lot 
No.  ] ,  set  apart  to  Geo.  M.  Robeson  ?~A.  Thirteen  thousand  and  seventy-two  dollars  and 
twenty-nine  cents. 

Q.  Does  it  appear  to  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Robeson  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  an  open  account 
against  Mr.  Robeson.  A.  G.  Cattell  can  explain  that  to  you.  It  is  not  charged  to  Geo.  M. 
Kobeson,  except  under  the  title  of  Long  Branch  cottage  No.  1,  and  his  initials  to  it. 

Q.  Do  the  books  or  not  show  a  large  indebtedness  of  the  firm  to  E.  G.  Cattell,  either  under 
the  name  of  E.  G.  Cattell  No.  I  or  No.  2  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  state  how  large  that  indebtedness  appears  to  be? — A.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  seventy -two  cents. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  to  Mr.  Burleigh  a  short  time  since  that  whatever  assets  the 
books  show  belonging  to  the  firm,  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  was  entitled  to  Jn  order  to  repay  him  the 
aoiouDt  that  the  firm  was  indebted  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner,  then,  is  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  to  be  paid  what  the  firm  is  indebted  to  him, 
that  ia,  this  sum  of  $264,309.72,  which  you  have  just  stated  ;  that  is,  if  he  is  not  paid  out  of 
ths  assets  ? — A.  He  cannot  be  paid  in  any  other  way  than  out  of  the  assets,  I  should  think. 

Q.  Then  these  open  accounts  due  from  parties  on  Long  Branch  property,  and  other  things, 
are  a  part  of  the  assets,  are  they  not  ? — A.  The  open  accounts  on  Long  Branch  property  are 
part  of  the  assets  of  the  firm,  certainly. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  In  striking  a  trial-balance  from  these  books,  will  they  balance  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Are  there  property-accounts  enough  on  the  books  to  oifset  the  sum  due  Mr.  £.  G.  Cat- 
tell f — A.  I  could  not  answer  that.    I  could  not  estimate  as  to  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Has  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  had  any  other  business  transactions  with  Mr.  Gee. 
tf  .  Robeson  than  those  shown  by  your  books  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

<J.  Have  you  any  such  information  f — A.  No  sir. 

^  Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  heard  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  say  that  he  had  business  relations  with 
lim  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  remitted  money  or  merchandise  to  Mr.  Robeson  or  Mrs.  Robeson,  by 
lirection  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  Messrs.  Cattell  ?— A.  We  have  sold  oats.  The  books  of 
U©  concern  show  what  that  was — five  hundred  and  thirty  odd  dollars. 

Q.  Is  that  all  f — A.  That  is  all  he  owes  the  new  concern.  What  he  owes  on  the  Long 
>ranch  property  you  would  have  to  get  Mr.  Cattell  to  tell  you. 

i^.  You  have  at  no  time  sent  anything  to  Mr.  Robeson  or  to  Mrs.  Robeson  by  direction  of 
v..  G.  Cattell  or  E.  G.  Cattell  f— A.  No,  sir. 

i^.  Do  you  know  whether  it  has  been  done  by  anybody  else  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  no  merchandise  been  shipped/  by  express  or  otherwise,  from  your  housp,  which 
•"^s  purchased  in  this  city,  to  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Robeson  f  I  mean  anything  in  any  way  bought 
*r  procured  t — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Or  given  him  here  T— A.  Or  given  him  here. 

<J.  Who  attends  to  shipments  from  your  house  t — A.  We  have  a  regular  shipping-clerk. 

^.  Explain  how  it  is  that  you,  having  indorsed  the  checks  of  William  Matthews  and  sent 
K^«m  to  the  bank  for  collection,  they  passing  to  the  credit  of  the  firm  of  which  you  are  a 
^ember  on  your  bank-books,  did  not  enter  the  amounts  at  the  time  upon  your  c8URl\\aQQV.\ — 
^  Simply,  as  I  told  you,  because  Mr.  Cattell  ordered  them  on  a  mevnotA\i<\M\sv-«k<iCQ>xiiX. 
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Q.  Did  he  order  those  particular  checks  ? — A.  No,  sir;  any  money  that  he  handed  to  me. 

Q.  This  is  not  money  that  he  handed  to  you ;  this  money  that  came  in  checks,  payable 
to  the  order  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  you  indorsed  them  f— A.  He  handed  them  tome  of 
course.  As  I  told  you,  there  is  only  a  very  few,  and  not  over  a  half-dozen,  that  have  e?er 
been  opened  by  A.  G.  Cattell.,  jr.,  or  myself. 

Q.  When  he  handed  you  these  checks  he  would  tell  you  to  put  them  upon  h\i  privRte 
memorandum  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  private  memorandum  you  would  deposit  in  your  cash-drawer? — A.  Yes,  sir;  as 
an  item  due  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  If  he  drew  out  any  money,  how  would  he  draw  it? — A.  What  he  drew,  I  presume, 
would  be  on  the  cash-book. 

Q.  Show  here  just  how  you  would  make  that  memorandum  and  put  it  in  your  cash- 
drawer. 

[The  witness  explains  by  pencil-memorandum.] 

<^.  That  amount, so  entered,  would  be  to  your  credit  in  the  bank,  would  it  not? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  that  would  go  alon^  with  our  other  deposits,  of  course. 

Q.  Then,  if  Mr.  Cattell  desired  any  money,  he  would  check  it  from  the  bank  ?— A.  Mr. 
Cattell  had  a  private  account  of  his  own. 

Q.  But  would  the  check  of  Matthews,  when  you  took  it  to  the  bank,  pass  to  the  prirate 
account  of  Mr.  Cattell  f — A.  That  would  pass  to  the  credit  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  in  tlic 
bank.    It  would  pass  to  the  credit  of  E.  G.  Cattell  in  the  due-bill  in  our  drawer. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 
Q.  Tou  mean  the  memorandum  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  If  he  wanted  to  get  any  money  out  of  the  bank  for  any  purpose,  to  pay  any  iodlrid- 
ual  obligation  of  his  own,  he  would  draw  in  the  name  of  the  farm,  would  he  not!— A.  He 
could  do  that,  or  he  could  draw  out  of  his  private  account.    He  had  a  private  account. 

Q.  Yon  having  indorsed  all  checks  of  Matthews  to  him  going  to  the  credit  of  the  firm 
in  the  bank,  if  E.  G.  Cattell  desired  any  money  from  that  source,  he  would  have  to  check 
it  out  of  the  bank,  would  he  not  f — A.  If  be  wanted  any  money  from  that  particular  check 
he  would,  but  I  do  not  remember  any  transactions  of  that  kind.  It  was  money  that  he 
was  giving  unto  the  firm  and  not  taking  out. 

Q.  I  understand  that ;  but  here  is  what  I  mean :  The  very  moment  that  yon  pass  it  to 
the  credit  of  the  firm  in  the  bank,  the  object  of  making  this  memorandum  had  ceased,  ex- 
<!ept  as  a  mere  entry  upon  your  books,  had  it  not  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  what  his  ohject 
was. 

Q.  What  function  would  it  perform  ? — A.  It  was  an  evidence  of  indebtedness. 

Q.  Now,  to  go  back  a  moment,  that  is  a  check  received  from  Matthews  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  say,  1876.  Upon  that  day  it  passes,  by  your  indorsement,  to  the  Com  Exchange 
Bank  for  collection  ;  it  passes  to  the  credit  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  in  the  bank,  and  it  was 
then  part  of  the  assets  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  by  that  indorsement.  Now,  u 
Mr.  E.  G.  Cattell  wanted  to  use  any  part  of  that  money  for  any  purpose,  he  would  have  to 
draw  his  check  upon  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co..  would  he  not  f— A.  It  is  in  the  Corn 
Exchange  Bank,  but  it  is  to  his  credit  in  the  drawer.  You  must  recollect  that  he  was  pour- 
ing this  into  this  concern  right  straight  along. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  If  he  drew  a  check  himself,  or  any  of  the  firm  drew  a  check  on  the  bank,  and  he  used 
the  proceeds  of  it,  would  it  be  charged  to  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  he  do  so  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  From  what  quarter  do  you  nnderstand  that  E.  G.  CattelFs  private  account  is  made T 
I  understand  that  at  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank  iliere  is  a  bank-account  in  favor  of  A.  b. 
Cattell  &  Co.,  and  there  is  a  private  bank-account  in  favor  E.  G.  Cattell  ?— A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  his  private  account  at  all.  He  has  such  an  account ;  he  has  given  me  checKs 
on  that  account.  . , 

Q.  From  what  business  does  he  derive  any  income  or  profit,  outside  of  his  connection  witn 
the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  f — A.  I  do  not  know  his  business  at  all ;  he  never  has  told  me- 

Q.  Turn  to  the  ledger  and  state  to  what  extent,  during  the  years  covered  by  this  *><^"['p 
firm  has  supplied  the  United  States  Government  with  any  property  ?— A.  A.  G.  Cattell  &  ^y* 
did  some  business,  and  I  made  the  entries  in  the  books  here ;  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell,  ^hoi 
very  sensitive  about  anything  of  the  kind,  discountenanced  our  doing  business  with  theuo  • 
ernment,  and  for  a  long  while  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  took  the  Government  business,  althougo 
think  it  was  done  in  our  name.   I  do  not  remember  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  just  now  state  that  A.  G.  Cattell  did  not  want  it  to  appear  that  he  had  anr 
thing  to  do  with  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  very  sensitive  about  that :  but  I  say  I  do 
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now  how  it  was  done.  For  a  lonp  while  it  waa  E.  G.  Cattell ;  for  a  lonpf  time  E.  G. 
*attell  ran  that  Government  business  himHelf.   That  is  all  that  appears  on  our  books. 

Q.  What  is  there  that  does  appear  f  The  books  show  what  extent  of  business  in  M'hat 
ear?— A.  In  1870  and  1H7I,  $4,071.50. 

Q.  Do  your  books  represent  the  amount  of  business  done  with  the  Government  by  the  firm 
f  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  or  the  members  of  said  firm? — A. There  were  other  transactions 
rhich  Mr.  E.  G.  Cattell  had  the  benefit  of;  they  were  not  entered  on  our  books. 

Q.  What  wad  the  nature  of  those  contracts  ?— A.  Nothing  that  I  remember,  except  flour 
nd  fiped. 

Q.  Did  he  never  supply  provisions  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  he  not  supply  clothing  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  not  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  fit  up  the  Polaris  expedition  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  neither  of  the  Cattells  have  anything  to  do  with  the  Polaris  expedition  f — A. 
:.  G.  Cattell,  did,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  state  that  in  these  contracts  subsequent  to  this  date  A.  G.  Cat- 
b11  had  no  interest  1 — A.  No  interest. 

Q.  Has  A.  G.  Cattell  talked  to  you  recently  about  his  connection  with  the  Government  ? 
-A.  No,  sir ;  he  has  been  sick  for  a  week. 

Q.  Prior  to  that  time,  had  he  talked  with  you  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  not  at  any  time  talked  with  you  recently  about  his  connection  with  the  Gov- 
mment  ? — A.  Not  recently. 

Q.  How  long  since  has  he  talked  with  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember  that. 

Q.  Has  it  been  any  time  within  the  last  six  mouths  ? — A.  I  could  not  remember  that. 

Q.  Has  no  one  talked  to  you  within  that  period  of  time  about  his  connection  with  the 
iovernment  T — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Neither  Mr.E.  G.  Cattell  or  E.  G.  Cattell,  jr.,  or  A.  G.  Cattell,  sr.t—A.  Not  that  I 
^member.   Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  has  been  away  for  probably  six  weeks. 

Q.  I  have  gone  back  a  period  of  six  months,  with  a  view  of  covering  your  recollection 
r  any  thine  that  yon  may  have  heard  said  by  either  one  of  them  in  regard  to  fixing  your 
K^olieciion,  or  that  of  anybody  else,  as  to  Mr.  A.  G.  Catteirs  connection  or  interest  in  any 
>n tract  or  agreement  with  the  Government. — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  has  not  any. 

Q.  Nor  any  other  member  of  the  firm  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  not  talked  over  the  situation  of  the  firm  with  the  Government  and  its  con- 
itioD,  in  any  way  or  shape,  within  the  last  six  months  ? — A.  Of  course  this  business  here 
as  a  complete  surprise  to  the  junior  members. 

Q.  You  Knew  Matthews,  did  you  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  what  business  he  was  in  1 — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard  his  name  men* 
oned.  I  never  saw  the  mau  in  my  life;  do  not  know  who  lie  is,  and  do  not  know  what 
nsiness  he  is  in. 

Q.  You  never  inquired  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  never  inquired  what  those  checks  were  coming  to  you  for  f— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  cash-book  of  your  establishment  for  the  year  1871,  page 
3, and  to  the  following  entry:     *'G.  M.  Robeson,   dep.  in."    The  original  entry  was, 

Com  Exchange  Bank,  $L, 000."  1  see  *'Com'*  erased  with  pencil ;  what  is  that  mark 
bove  it  ? — A.  *'  State.'*  It  was  merely  a  mistake,  corrected  at  the  time.  He  did  not  keep 
ny  account  in  that  bank.     It  was  a  mistake  of  my  own  ;  I  ran  the  pen  through  it. 

Q.  Do  you  state  now  that  that  alteration  of  "  Corn,"  and  the  writing  above  in  pencil, 
'ere  done  at  the  sama  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  done  at  the  time,  instead  of  being  in  pencil-mark,  why  not  done  with  the  pen  which 
lade  the  original  entry  ? — A.  I  do  not  Know  why,  unless  it  escaped  my  eye.  It  is  very 
My  in  looking  at  a  page,  seeing  a  mistake  like  that,  to  run  your  pencil  through  and  put 
ae  word  *' State"  over  it.  I  am  perfectly  confident  of  that.  I  can  get  the  cashier  to  cer- 
fy  that  at  the  State  Bank,  I  have  no  doubt. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Was  that  where  Mr.  Robeson  kept  his  account  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  State  Bank. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  that  in  this  city,  or  at  Camden,  N.  J.  ? — A.  At  Camden. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  frequently  you  have  made  deposits  in  the  State  Bank  at  Cam- 
en  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Robeson  ?— A.   None,  except  what  is  shown  on  the  book. 

Q.  None  outside  of  that  1 — A.  None  outside  of  that. 

Q.  Have  yuu  not  made  any  since  the  year  1871? — A.  No,  sir:  nothing  outside  of  tlv^ 
idger. 
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Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  It  appears  that  on  June  21,  1871,  there  is  a  credit  of  $1,85]. 7*2  as  cash  paid  bj  G.  II. 
Robeson  to  Cattell.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  that  cash  was  handed  you  by  Mr. 
Robeson,  or  did  Mr.  Cattell  give  it  to  you  from  his  private  memoranda  ? — A.  I  cannot  re- 
member. I  have  nothing  but  the  record  here  that  shows  that  $4,772.54  was  paid  in  cash  to 
A.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Then,  October  13,  1871.  appears  a  credit,  Geo.M.  Robeson,  as  cash  $4,772.54.  Cao 
you  say  whether  that  was  handed  by  Mr.  Robeson,  or  whether  E.  G.  Cattell.  or  one  of  the 
Cattells,  did  not  give  you  the  memorandum  as  cash  T — A.  I  know  nothing  except  the  record. 
It  is  entered  here  as  cash  from  hiai. 

Q.  The  last  cash  payment  by  Mr.  Robeson  on  account  on  the  books  is  dated  October  13, 
1871,  is  it  not  7 — A.  The  last  cash  payment  on  the  old  books  is  October  13,  1871. 

Q.  And  the  last  cash  debit  to  Mr.  Robeson  is  July  10,  1871  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  only  subsequent  account  is  for  some  oats,  is  it  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  July,  1869, 
we  gave  Geo.  M.  Robeson  a  note  for  $10,000  to  get  discounted  for  onr  accommodation,  and 
he  did,  and  handed  us  the  money.     We  paid  that  note  at  maturity. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  day  did  you  pay  that  ? — A.  October  2. 


PUILADBLPHIA,   April  13,  18:6. 

J.  p.  Warr  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  turn  to  the  account  of  £.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2,  and  state  to  the  committee,  (re^ 
ferring  to  the  sum  which  it  appears  from  the  entry  in  your  books  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2,  receivec^ 
from  £.  G.  Cattell,  under  date  April  17,  1873.  *^  at  various  times  and  sums,  from  November^ 
1870,  transferred  from  memorandum  due-bill,")  whether  that  amount  in  cash  was  receiv«<l 
upon  that  day  into  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  Sl  Co.  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  E.  G.  Cattek\  , 
No.  2. — Answer.  It  was  received  precisely  as  it  states  tnere. 

Q.  Was  the  money  paid  in  on  that  day  ? — A.  It  was  transferred  from  the  due-bills  on  t^ksAt 
day,  as  it  states  there. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  from  that  entry  or  from  this  memorandum  to  state  that  previous    ^o 
that  time  money  had  been  paid  by  E.  G.  Cattell  into  the  firm  which  was  borrowed  or  nm.-^^^ 
use  of  bv  E.  G.  Cattell  No.  2  or  No.  1,  or  how  was  that  f— A.  I  do  not  exactly  nnderst -^^^ 
you.    This  money,  as  it  states  there,  was  received  from  E.  G.  Cattell  at  various  times, 
in  various  sums,  from  November,  1870,    **  transferred  from  memorandum  to  the  credit  o: 
G.  Cattell,  No.  2,  under  date  of  April  17,  1873." 

Q.  Does  not  the  entry  upon  your  books  show  these  words  :  *'  Transferred  from  memoi 
dum  due-bills  ?  " — A.  Yes,  sir.     I  want  to  explain  that  word  '*due,"  because  it  mish 
you  entirely.    As  I  gave  you  that  memorandum  yesterday,  the  heading  is,  **  Due  E.  G. 
tell."    That  is  the  whole  signification  of  that  word.     It  is  just  a  memorandum  to  bo  in 
drawer,  '*  Due  E.  G.  Cattell,"  so  many  dollars. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  the  true  book-keepers*  explanation  of  that  entry  would  not  be  I 
prior  to  that  time  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2,  had  received  from  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  1.  the  sni 
$180,000  7 — A.  I  do  not  understand  you.    This  money  is  paid  into  this  firm  by  E.  G.  Ca 
at  various  times  and  in  various  sums,  as  I  have  told  yon.    When  he  sees  fit,  he  tells 
** Credit  it  to  my  account.  No.  2  ;"  I  do  so  under  his  instructions.  i 

Q.  What  is  the  distinction  or  difference  in  your  business  between  E.  G.  Cattell  No.  1  * 

E.  G.  Cattell  No.  2  7 — A.  There  is  no  distinction,  except  that  he  ordered  it  so. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  For  what  object  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Upon  that  date,  would  your  bank-book  show  a  corresponding  entry  of  cash  $1^0,000^^-^^^  ' 
A.  No,  sir ;  of  course  not.  p^. 

Q.  Would  your  bank-book  show  at  any  time  previous  to  that  that  the  firm  of  A.  G.  C-^^^^-    j^ 
tell  &  Co.  had  received  money,  either  one  or  the  other  of  them,  to  that  amount  f— A--  ^^\\  &, 
would  show  at  various  times  that  money  had  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of  A.  G.  CatteK   J  '^„ 
Co.  just  as  it  says  there,  *'  at  various  times  and  in  various  sums  from  November,  1870.'''      _^Qpit^ 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  upon  a  settlement  of  the  bank-books  of  the  firm,  the  item  of  depo^^-^*^  .^^ 
made  daily  from  your  business,  or  by  either  of  the  partners  iodividuallv,  would  show  and^  ""^^ 
elude  that  sum  of  money  ? — A.  From  November,  .1870,  to  April,  1873,  that  sum  of  roor" 
has  come  into  the  concern  from  E.  G  Cattell,  and  has  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of  ' 
Cattell  &  Co.,  remaining  \u  iW  divkw^i  wa  «a\  ^moMut  due  him  until  he  ordered  it  to  be  ci 
itedt  when  it  was  credited  to  ¥1.  G.  C«iVX«\\,^v>.*l.   \  <ya.\wi<A  \»aJiw<&\\  yw\w^  '^iwuer  than  thi 
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Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  that  sain  of  monej  represent  the  whole  amoant  of  the  receipts  of  Cattell  T  Did  his 
memoranda,  or  does  that  sum  or  money,  represent  the  balance  that  he  had  received  and  paid 
out  on  his  memoranda? — ^A.  Those  memoranda,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
represent  the  amoant  of  money  that  he  has  paid  into  the  concern. 

Q.  But  not  the  actual  amoant  that  was  on  the  memoranda  T — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  the  actaal 
amoant  of  the  memoranda  and  the  actaal  amoant  paid  in. 

Q.  You  do  not  nnderstand  me.  Mr.  Cattell  kept  a  memorandum  of  his  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures ;  a  private  account  for  two  years  which  did  not  go  on  to  the  books.  \Vas  all  the 
money  that  he  received  during  that  space  of  time  turned  into  the  concern  T  Are  you  going 
to  say  that  all  the  money  he  received  during  that  two  years  he  turned  over  to  the  concern? — 
A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  But  you  believe  this  was  the  balance  of  the  memoranda,  after  taking  out  what  he 

had A.  [Interrupting.]  There  is  no  question  of  balance  at  all.    1  am  the  book-keeper. 

He  comes  into  the  concern,  and  he  gives  me  money,  or  whatever  it  may  have  been.  He 
says,  '*  Give  me  credit  for  that  on  a  memorandum.'*  I  do  so.  Where  it  comes  from  or  what 
it  represents  I  know  nothing  at  all  about. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  detained  or  kept  those  memoranda  for  the  period  from  November,  1870,  until  the 
date  of  this  entry,  by  his  direction,  did  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  your  recollection  enable  you  to  state  whether  any  part  of  that  sum  of  money  was 
or  not  the  Matthews  checks? — A.  1  have  lost  all  recollection  of  what  that  was  comoosed 
of.  I  presume  all  of  Matthews*s  checks  went  into  that  account.  I  cannot  remember  wliat  it 
was  composed  of,  except  that  he  handed  it  over  to  me.  I  would  not  probably  pay  any  at- 
tention to  it. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  propose  to  swear  that  the  proceeds  of  the  whole  of  Matthews's  checks  were 
paid  into  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that ;  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  £.  G.  Catteirs  business. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  I  ask  you  if^ou  mean  to  swear  that  the  whole  amount  re- 
ceived on  the  Matthews  checks  was  paid  into  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.?  You  received 
It  and  signed  more  than  half  of  those  checks  yourself. — A.  Yes ;  that  has  all  g^ne  to  the 
credit  of  £.  G.  Cattell.  I  do  not  know  how  many  checks  or  what  amouat  he  ever  gave  me 
from  William  Matthews.  Whatever  he  gave  me,  and  every  dollar  that  he  ever  gave  me 
that  he  told  me  to  put  on  a  memorandum,  was  put  on  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

'^  Q.  I  ask  you  if  these  memoranda  which  you  kept  for  the  private  account  of  Mr.  £.  G. 
Cattell  when  you  transferred  them  to  your  books  were  not  transferred  to  the  credit  of  £. 
G.  Cattell,  No.  2 1 — A.  Yes ;  there  it  is  on  the  record. 

Q.  Now,  passing  to  the  second  large  credit  of  $18,000  and  over,  on  page  364,  was  that  a 
pavment  in  cash,  or  was  that  a  memorandum  ? — ^A.  It  was  a  memorauaam. 

Q.  That  went  to  the  credit  of  £.  G.  Cattell  No.  2,  did  it  not  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Look  at  the  entry  upon  page  414  of  the  cash-book,  under  date  of  September  17, 1873 — 
1*25,598.62. — A.  The  same  answer  applies  to  that.  It  went  to  the  credit  of  £.  G.  Cattell, 
No.  2. 

Q.  WTio  is  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2?— A.  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Who  is  E.  G.  Cattell,  No.  1  ?— A.  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Do  I  nnderstand  you  that  you  have  no  knowledge,  by  information  derived  from  any 
correspondence,  bank-books,  memoranda,  or  from  your  conversation  with  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell, 
as  to  his  object  and  purpose  in  keeping  an  account  with  £.  G.  Cattell  No.  2  ? — A.  I  do  not 
recollect  anything  passing  between  us. 

Q.  You  are  certain  in  your  recollection,  as  I  nnderstand  vou,  that  the  payments  made  on 
the  checks  of  Mr.  William  Matthews  passed  to  the  credit  of  E.  G.  Cattell  No.  2,  in  the 
manner  that  you  have  explained  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  something  in 
that  account  that  he  received  from  William  Matthews ;  how  much  of  it,  however,  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Did  the  checks  that  you  indorsed  go  into  that  account? — A.  They  did. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  or  have  not  Noblitt  &  Co.,  or  any  firm  of  that  name— Del.  Noblitt,  Del.  Noblitt 
^  Co.,  or  Noblitt,  Brown  &.  Co— loaned  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  any  money  which  does  not  ap- 
pear on  your  books  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

^  Q.  Does  there  appear  on  your  books  any  loan  from  Del.  Noblitt  &  Co..  or  any  of  the 
Noblitt  firms  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  yesterday,  in  talking  of  money  remitted  from  Matthews,  you  said  that  this  money 
^tL8  constantly  pouring  into  the  firm.   Was  there  money  pouring  in  fiom  o\>[i«i  ^\>}v«»  ^\ 
*be  same  time  of  the  same  character  as  the  Matthews  remUlances^*— K.  TVibXY^^V-aXX  ^q 
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not  know ;  what  I  mean  is,  that  between  November,  1870,  and  April.  1873,  the  large  sum  of 
$180,U(H)  had  been  handed  me  bj  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Then  it  came  in  from  other  sources  than  from  the  Matthews  source  ?— A.  It  came  in 
through  bis  hands ;  what  it  was  composed  of  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Turn  to  your  cash-book,  page  3,  interest-account,  and  "explain  the  item  under  interest 
account  of  **Schenck  and  Robeson's  note,  |205.96,"  under  date  of  1871.— A.  The  item  on 
page  3,  charged  to  interest-account  as  discount  on  Schenck  and  Robeson's  note,  f'-iOSiW,  i«, 
as  it  says,  the  discount  on  two  accommodation-notes  that  were  discounted  at  the  Com  Ex- 
change National  Bank  on  the  13th  of  May,  1871.  That  is  one  of  those  notes  which  we  have 
gone  over  heretofore. 

Q.  Here  is  another  charge  for  discount  on  the  same  page,  **  on  Robeson  note,  $120.55." 
Explain  that.— A.  That  is  a  discount  paid  by  us  on  Geo.  ii.  Robeson's  note  discounted  at 
the  State  Bank  of  Camden,  |5,000.  It  was  an  accommodation-note  of  Geo.  M.  Robeson  for 
our  use. 


know 

on 

returned. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  15, 1876. 
J.  P.  Warr  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Qnestion.  I  find  an  account  on  page  275  of  the  ledger  of  Elijah  G.  Cattell,  No.  2.  I  find  tbatirp 
to  the  21st  day  of  June,  1671. he  had  been  charcred  with  sundry  items,  amounting  to  |7,373.75, 
and  credited  with  an  amount  just  equal,  and  the  account  balanced ;   I  then  find  under  bead  of 
April  17, 1873,  a  single  item  of  credit  of  $180,017.73.  Canyon  state  what  that  item  was  made 
up  of  f— Answer.  By  turning  to  the  cash-book,  page  352,  I  find  this  entry  :  **  Received  from 
E.  G.  Cattell,  at  various  times  and  sums,  from  November,  1870,  transferred  from  memoran- 
dum due-bill  $180,017.73.**    I  d(sire  you  to  understand  perfectly  the  phrase  **  memoraodam 
due-bills.*'    It  may  convey  to  your  minds  a  different  impression  from  what  the  facts  war* 
rant.    For  instance,  when  this  account  was  first  started,  tne  first  money  that  I  ever  received 
on  the  account  was  put  on  a  slip  of  paper ;  the  heading  was,  **  Due  E.  G.  Cattell.*'  The  date 
and  the  amount  in  aollars  and  cents  was  placed  thereupon.    As  he  handed  me  money  from 
time  to  time,  that  was  added  to  the  amount,  until,  after  running  up  to  this  date.  April  17, 1H73, 
it  amounted  to  $1<80,017.73.    It  was  then  transferred  from  this  due-bill  into  the  cash-book 
and  posted  to  his  credit  in  the  ledger,  in  account  No.  2. 

Q.  Then  you  transferred  from  that  slip  of  paper  the  total  footings  of  money-items,  amoaot- 
ing  to  $180,017.73?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  $180,017.73  first  appear  in  your  cash-account  at  that  time? — A.  Te8,8ir; 
that  is  the  first  entry  in  the  cash-book. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  possession  of  $180,000  or  portions  thereof,  or  at  least  a  large  amoaot 
of  money  going  to  make  up  that  item,  from  J  869  all  along  ?— A.  No  ;  it  commenced  io  No- 
vember, 1870. 

Q.  And  went  up  to  April,  1873? —A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  entry  upon  any  book  anywhere  showing  it  ? — A.  It  remained  in  toe 
drawer  as  a  due-bill  due  by  the  concern ;  the  cash-book  shows  the  disbursements  of  tbe  con- 
cern. 

Q.  You  are  not  answering  my  question ;  I  asked  you  whether  or  not  the  cash  which  that 
memorandum  represented  first  appeared  in  your  cash-book  on  that  date  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it*P' 
peared  on  the  debit  side  of  the  cash-book  on  that  date,  but  this  monev,  as  it  came  io,  wtf 
spent  in  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  concern,  as  will  appear  by  the  credit  side  of  the  cash- 
book. 

Q.  Then  it  would  show,  would  it  not,  that  being  the  case,  that  you  have  paid  out  a  p^ 
deal  more  money — $180,000  more  money — than  you  had  received? — A.  The  cash-book 
would  show  that,  which  would  be  rectified  by  the  due-bill  in  the  drawer. 

Q.  And  while  your  books  would  not  show  cash  enough  to  meet  the  disbursements  shown 
by  $180,000,  yet,  by  adding  the  memorandum  in  the  drawer,  you  were  enabled  to  na**® 
your  cash  balance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  whole  story. 

Q.  Why  was  that  course  pursued  ?— A.  The  motive  of  Mr.  Cattell  in  keeping  this  ac- 
count separate  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  he  had  some  idea. 

Q.  While  your  cash-account  cannot  show  where  any  of  this  money  came  from.yonr  books- 
do  show  where  it  all  went  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  contents  of  that  memorandum  ? — A.  That  memorandum  ^^ 
composed  simply,  as  I  have  lo\d  you,  of  %vvu\a  of  money  handed  to  me  by  E.  G.  Cattell,  »o* 
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in  yf}iAi  amounts  X  do  not  remember.  It  was  in  checks  and  in  monej,  but  whose  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  Did  that  memorandum  show  from  whom  the  money  was  received  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  only 
showed  the.amiount  pf  cash  received  from  him,  except  if  he  gave  me  a  check  I  might  put 
the  name  in. 

Q.  Did  you  ? — A.  That  would  not  be  a  matter  of  any  moment  to  me.  I  could  not  remem- 
ber it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  now  whether  you  did  or  not  T — A.  I  do  not  remember.    - 

Q.  To  recapitulate,  as  1  understand  you,  you  had  this  memorandum  in  the  drawer  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  ^^_^ 

Q.  By  that  you  knew  how  much  money  Cattell  had  advanced  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  now  ask  you  whether  he  had  anything  to  show  the  amount  due  him  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  what  memorandum  he  possessed. 

Q.  Had  he  any  memorandum  or  notes  signed  by  the  firm  covering  a  portion  of  this  amount  ? 
— A.  He  had  mo  notes  of  the  firm  at  all.  >'•'  4 

Q.  You  had  that  memorandum  in  the  drawer  accessible  to  him  always  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I 
had  the  money  and  disbursed  the  money  according  to  the  books. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  piece  of  paper  in  existence  showing  either  you  or  him  the  amount 
due  ?— A.  Not  anything  m  my  possession.    I  do  nut  know  what  he  has. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  kept  any  books  or  memorandum  himself  for  his  own  protec- 
tion ? — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  effort  to  find  that  memorandum  t — A.  No,  sir.  The  memorandum 
that  vou  lay  stress  on  was  nothing.  It  was  useless.  It  was  merely  a  memorandum  of  cash 
that  be  turned  into  the  concern. 

Q.  That  may  be  your  view  of  it,  but  we  want  to  know  if  you  have  looked  to  find  it. — 
A.  I  have  not  looked  to  find  it,  but  I  know  that  it  is  gone. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  destroyed  at  the  time  the  entry  was  made  ?~A.  It  was 
destroyed  at  the  time  the  entry  was  made. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  T — A.  Certainly.    The  only  point  is  whether  the  mere  act  of 
tearing  the  paper  was  done  by  Mr.  Cattell  or  by  myself.    If  I  did  it,  it  was  done  by  his 
orders. 
Q.  But  you  are  sure  it  was  done  T — A.  Yes,  srr. 

Q.  And  about  that  you  have  some  recollection? — A.  Yes, sir;  that  is  a  very  common 
thing. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Cattell  present  when  yon  made  the  entry  in  that  cash-book  T — A.  I  do  not 
remember  that  he  was  standing  alongside  of  me.    He  was  probably  in  the  ofiic«. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  consultation  about  closing  that  account  and  making  this  entry  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  took  place  ? — A.  The  only  object  of  the  consultation  was  this : 
I  told  him,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  it,  that  that  was  a  big  amount  to  carry  on  a  memo- 
nindum,  and  asked  him  whether  I  should  not  credit  it,  or  something  to  that  effect. 
(J.  To  which  he  said  yes  T — A.  To  which  he  said  yes. 

Q.  Turn  to  page  64  and  tell  me  what  the  next  item  of  (16,504.93  is  made  up  of. — 
A.  That  was  done  in  the  same  manner. 

Q.  What  is  the  entry  in  your  book?— A.  **May  15,  1873,  E.G. Cattell,  No.  2,  received 
^romyou  $18,504  93." 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  that  was  another  memorandum  ? — A.  That  was  another  memorandum. 
Q.  Read  the  entry  on  page  414.— A.  '^September  17,  1873,  £.  G.  Cattel,  No.  2.,  re- 
<^lved  from  you  $25,598.62.*'    The  same  answer  applies  to  that. 

Q.  So  that  for  the  whole  amount  of  $224,121.28  you  had  original  memoranda  which  were 
torn  up  when  the  entries  were  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  shows  a  balance  due  to  Mr.  Cattell  from  the  firm  of  $224,121.28,  does  it  not?— 
A.    It  is  due  from  the  firm  to  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  In  the  settlement  of  that  amount  of  money,  what,  if  any,  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Cattell  ? — 
'^-  There  has  not  been  any  paid  of  that.  It  is  all  in  the  ledger,  if  you  turn  to  the  investments 
^x^d  accounts.  Every  dollar  of  that  was  put  into  the  concern  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &>  Co.,  as 
''^presented  by  that  ledger. 

Q.  And  they  owe  him  for  it? — A.  They  owe  him  for  it.  A.  G.  Cattell,  jr.,  and  myself  are 
Out  of  the  concern.    That  is  really  his  money.     • 

Q.  Was  this  made  near  the  close  of  the  business  by  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  before  the  new 
^i^angement  was  made  ? — A.  There  was  not  any  arrangement. 

Q.  Who  owns  these  books  and  the  property  represented  bv  them  ? — A.  It  is  in  the  firm- 
^^^ice  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  but  as  far  as  I  understand — and  this  of  course  is  only  from  him,. 
^vi<i  he  can  explain  what  the  meaning  of  it  is — we  are  out  of  the  concern.  We  are  paid 
off  and  are  out. 

Q.  How  did  yon  get  out? — A.  We  were  paid  off. 
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Q.  How  much  wss  paid  you  ?— A.  If  you  will  turn  to  my  accoutit  yon  wiH  find  that  my 
salary  was  closed  out. 

Q.  The  whole  amount  you  were  entitled  to  was  $12,375  ?— A.  Yes,"irff. 
Q,  Were  you  paid  that  sum? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  drew  that  all  out  of  the  eon^m  during  the 
yarious  years. 

Q.  How  wore  the  affairs  in  this  concern  brought  to  a  termination  f^A.  They  have  oot 
closed. 
Q.  You  are  now  a  member  of  the  new  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.'?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  With  a  capital  of  how  much  f— A.  $30,000. 
Q.  That  is  the  total  capital  of  the  concern  T — A.  Yes.  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  have  no  interest  in  this  old  firm  1 — A.  Not  a  dollar. 
Q.  How  was  your  interest  in  it  ascertained  and  determined  and  paid  off? — A.  Simply  on 
a  salary  basis ;  no  question  of  profit  entered  into  it. 

Q.  So  that  up  to  the  time  you  formed  this  new  partnership  with  your  $30,000  capital  joa 
had  no  interest  except  that  of  a  salary  f — A.  That  is  true. 
Q.  And  was  it  so  with  Alex.  Cattell,  jr.  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  two  senior  members,  A.  G.  and  £.  G.  Cattell,  were  really  the  only  partnenf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  as  you  understand  it,  when  the  old  affair  closed,  all  the  property  represented  bj 
those  books  belong^ed  to  £.  G.  or  A.  G.  Cattell,  or  both  of  themT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  property  belong^  to  A.  G.  equally  with  £.  G.  Cattell  f— A.  When  that  book 
was  opened  in  1869,  you  will  find  that  A.  G.  Cattell  started  with  a  capital  of  somethinn^like 
$100,000 ;  he  has  never  had  a  dollar  out  of  the  concern  except  what  is  chargped  in  his  ac- 
count, and  he  has  fi^ot  his  capital  drawn  down,  if  I  remember  rightly,  to  $9,000  at  the  pm- 
ent  time.  He  is  sim{)ly  withdrawing  his  capital.  What  that  arrangetnent  was  between  than 
Mr.  Cattell  will  explain  to  you  if  you  ask  him.    Those,  however,  are  the  facts. 

Q.  But  it  is  understood  in  vour  firm   that  £.  G.  Cattell  owns  all  the  property  in  which  the 
money  of  this  old  firm  passed  which  ivas  on  hand  at  the  time  of  its  dissolution  T — A.  Yee,  «r. 
Q.  And  that  property  consists  of  what  T— A.  The  various  investments — accounts  Btaaiiug 
represented  on  the  ledger. 

Q.  And  they  must  represent,  in  order  to  make  £.  G.  Cattell  whole  for  the  money  he  sd- 
yanced  to  you,  at  least  $^24,000  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  double  that. 

Q.  A.  G.  Cattell,  on  the  Ist  of  April,  18(S9,  at  the  opening  of  these  books,  had  in  the  cod- 
cem$l05,639.42?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  his  portion  of  the  capital  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  that  time  until  the  present  time  the  largest  amount  which  A.  G.  Cattell  has  bad 
in  the  concern  is  $185,298.40.  That  is  the  total  amount  that  he  ever  has  put  in.  That  it  in* 
eluding  the  original  capital  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  from  time  to  time  drawn  out$I76,76U.60, 
leaving  a  balance  to  his  credit  in  the  firm  of  $8,529.80. 

Q.  In  April,  1869,  £.  G.  Cattell  had  no  capital  in  the  concern^  as  I  observe  from  the  books, 
and  was  indebted  to  it  $7,223.93.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  From  Uiat  time  forward  his  credit  has  gone  up  from  that  indebtedness  until  his  total 
credits  amount  to  how  much  f — A.  $182,594.61. 
Q.  What  is  the  debit  against  him  7— A.  $142,406.17. 

Q.  Showing  a  balance  of  capital  invested  at  the  present  time  in  the  old  firm  of  A.  G.  Cat- 
tell &  Co.   of  how  much!— A.  $40,188.64. 
Q.  That  is  the  investment  standing  to  the  credit  of£lijah  G.  Cattell  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  There  should  be  now  added  to  that  the  whole  capital  of  A.  G.  Cattell,  should  there  not, 
being  the  balance  of  $8,000,  money  overdue  him,  and  the  balance  due  £.  G.  Cattell  on  ac- 
count No.  2,  $224,121.28,  making  a  total  of  how  much?— A.  $272,839.72. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  no  person  except  £.  G.  Cattell  has  any  interest  in  that  snm,  except 
A.  G.  Cattell,  to  the  extent  of  his  $8,000  ?— A.  $8,529.80.    That  is  my  understanding. 

Q.  Do  these  books  show  property,  accounts,  or  assets  covering  the  amount  there  repie* 
sented  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  not  only  that,  but  whatever  other  credits  may  appear.  On  the  bor- 
rowed and  lent  account  there  are  some  credits. 

Q.  Point  to  such  assets  as  represent  that  invested  capital,  so  far  as  you  are  able  to,  with- 
out going  into  mere  minor  accounts  and  small  items. — A.  Corn  £xchange  Bank  stock  aboot 
$18,000 ;  West  Creek  Manufacturing  Company  about  $7,000 ;  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Coal 
and  Iron  Company  about  $2,000  ;  Reciprocity  Mining  Company,  $4,000  ;  Keystone  Lum^ 
and  Salt  Manufacturing  Company  about  $53,000  ;  Swatara  Coal  Company,  $5,000;  Colo- 
rado Prospecting  and  Mining  Company,  $5,000 ;  American  Steamship  Company,  i'>^' 
ground  rents  about  $2,500 ;  Manhattan  Manufacturing  Company  about  $3,500 ;  HannDOD^' 
town  land,  $10,000  ;  land  in  £  Ik  County,  $2,000  ;  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce  about 
$3,600  ;  sundry  accounts  amounting  to  at  least  $50,000. 

Q.  You  have  not  mentioned  the  Long  Branch  property,  have  you  ?— A.  I  had  forgotten ; 
there  is  over  $50,000  in  that. 

Q.  If  that  Long  Branch  property  belongs  to  Mr.  Robeson  the  books  do  not  show  that  it  i^ 
paid  for  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  either  Cattell  owns  the  property  or  the  property  owes  him  its  cost  T— A.  J^ 
Btr ;  that  is  an  open  acconnl  cYiax^^^  ci^«A\i%\.  \\\\£v  Q\i  \.Vi«  books^  the  same  as  it  woalu  be 
Bgainat  you  or  me. 
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Q.  Are  there  other  assets,  without  goiDg^  carefully  throughHhis  book,  showing  investments 
of  money  equivalent  to  the  total  capiUd  invested  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  more  than  that ;  that  is,  will  any  of  the  bocks  show  a  surplus  over  and  above 
the  actual  investment  ofCattellt — A.  That  could  not  be  told  unless  all  tnese  accounts  were 
valued  and  charged  up  to  profit  and  loss. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  wnether  the  assets  are  good,  but  whether  the  accounts  show  an 
amount  of  investments  good  or  bad,  and  I  do  not  care  which,  equivalent  to  the  total  capital 
represented  by  the  balance  due  £.  O.  Cattell,  £.  O.  Cattell  on  his  second  account,  and  A.  G. 
Cattell. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  do  not  discover  anywhere  on  the  books  that  anv  profits  have  been  distributed  to 
either  of  the  partners.  Do  you  know  whether  such  a  thing  has  taken  place  ? — A.  That  is 
sifting  down  pretty  well  into  a  man*s  business.   I  do  not  beheve  there  were  any  profits. 

Q.  If  there  have  been  any  profits  in  this  business  it  has  all  passed  to  £.  G.  Cattell,  has 
it  not? — A.  Yes, sir;  A.  G.  Cattell  is  not  credited  with  any  profits.  It  represents  merely 
cash  paid  in  and  cash  paid  out,  without  any  interest. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  In  all  this  period  of  time  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  has  neither  received  interest  nor  profits 
on  any  money  paid  into  that  concern? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  If  profit  has  been  made  it  stands  to  the  credit  of  £.  G.  Cattell  alone  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Tf  losses  have  been  made  they  must  be  borne  by  £.  G.  Cattell  alone  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  think  those  assets  represent  actual  investments  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  They  do  not  all  of  them  represent  actual  value,  I  take  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  I  understand  you,  while  the  books  show  every  dollar  that  has  been  ex- 
pended and  to  whom  it  has  been  paid,  they  do  cot  show  from  whom  $224,000  has  been 
received  T — A.  They  show  that  it  has  been  received  from  £.  G.  Cattell  alone. 

Q.  Bnt  from  what  source  he  received  it  the  books  do  not  show  ? — A.  They  do  not. 

Q.  That  money,  however,  has  actually  gone  into  the  business  of  this  firm  f — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  every  dollar  of  it ;  the  books  show  that. 

Q.  If  any  gratuities,  gifts,  or  commissions  have  been  paid,  that  would  appear  in  the 
books?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  your  books  anywhere  show  a  debt  from  G.  M.  Robeson  t — A.  Nothing  except 
thit  Long  Branch  property. 

Q<  His, name  is  not  in  the  account? — A.  His  name  is  not  in  the  ledger,  but  it  is  paid. 

Q.  There  is  no  balance  due  from  him  t — A.  No,  sir. 
.  9*  And  the  Long  Branch  property  stands  as  an  investment  of  £.  G.  Cattell,  with  only  the 
mitials  G.  M.  R.  against  it  to  indicate  whose  it  is  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  whom  the  title  to  that  property  stands  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.'Haye  you  ever  known  of  a  deed  made  of  it? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  anythino^ 
tboutit. 

Q.  Do  you  or  not  understand  whether  that  property  is  now  held  by  £.  G.  Cattell  in  his 
own  name  t — A.  I  cannot  answer  questions  about  his  private  afifairs  ;  I  have  no  information 
^  all  from  him  as  to  that. 
Q.  And  you  have  no  acquaintance,  as  I  understand,  with  Mr.  Robeson? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  have  no  means  now  of  informing  the  committee  from  what  source  £.  G.  Cattell 
'^ceived  that  $224,000  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Turn  to  £.  G.  CattelKs  account  No.  2,  and  state  whether  that  was  intended  to  be  a 
^^ial  account. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  to  be  kept  distinct  from  his  general  account ;  that  was  the 
^^ject  of  opening  it  under  the  head  of  No.  2. 

«    Q.  Under  whose  direction  did  you  open  it  ? — A.  That  was  under  his  direction,  if  I  remem* 

'^^f  correctly.  -» 

^.  In  his  first  account,  where  he  is  credited  as  a  partner,  did  you  treat  his  account  as  a 

'^^ner  and  then  in  his  special  account  as  a  creditor,  or  what  was  the  object  in  opening  it  7 

^A.  I  do  not  know  what  his  idea  was,  except  to  keep  it  separate  from  his  other  account, 

^  the  time  it  was  opened. 

^^Q.  Can  you  see  any  possible  benefit  arising  from  that  account  being  kept  t — A.  There  is 
^^  object  now. 
,^^  1).  Was  there  ever  any  that  you  can  understand  and  explain  to  us  ? — A.  No,  sir :  there 

^4  no  object  whatever,  that  I  can  see. 
w,  ^.  As  I  understand  it,  £.  G.  Cattell  was  pouring  into  your  firm  all  the  money  he  could  get 
I    ^ile  Au.  G.  was  drawing  out  his  large  investment  ¥ — ^A.  £.  G.  Cattell  turned  all  this  money 

^   while  A.  G.  Cattell  was  drawing  out ;  that  is  true. 
^    ^.  And  none  of  the  money  paid  in  by  £.  G.  Cattell  upon  his  account  No.  2  arose  from  the 
^^^'^^fcfits  of  the  business,  so  far  as  you  know  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

^.  It  was  all  outside  money  7— A.  Yes,  sir;  so  I  understand. 
^.  It  was  handed  to  you  in  checks  and  money  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
,      1^.  Which  did  not  come  from  the  business  of  the  firm  7 — A.  They  did  not  come  from  the 
^^iness  of  the  firm. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 11 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

.  Q.  Have  jon  any  charge  for  cash  or  checks,  or  anything  else,  with  Mr.  Robeson,  since 
the  account  closed  in  1871,  on  your  books  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  his  accoant  is  closed  on  the  ledger. 

Q.  Were  the  amounts  received  from  Matthews,  at  different  times,  placed  on  that  memo- 
randa that  made  up  the  ^^,000  7 — A.  I  did  not  remember  at  the  time,  but  when  yoa 
showed  me  the  checks  I  saw  that  they  were  placed  in  £.  G.  CattelPs  account.  No.  2. 

Q.  Did  the  memorandum  show  whom  the  money  was  from  f — A.  It  simply  showed  that 
it  was  from  £.  d.  Cattell. 

Q.  Was  there  any  money  from  this  memorandum  given  to  any  man  during  the  Ume  of  its 
existence  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Durinff  the  existence  of  the  memorandum  was  there  any  money  given  from  your  firm 
to  George  M.  Robeson,  or  transferred  to  him  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Would  the  books  show  if  there  had  been  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  judge  so. 

Q.  Since  the  memorandum  was  credited  on  the  books,  have  any  moneys,  or  checks  for 
money,  been  transferred  from  your  firm  to  George  M.  Robeson  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  money  or  the  checks  of  your  firm  transferred  to  him,  would  not  the 
same  appear  on  the  books  of  the  firm  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jjo  you  know  that  the  memorandum,  with.a  large  amount  of  balance  on  it,  was  de- 
stroyed ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  time  the  entry  was  made. 

Q.  Then  how  do  you  know  how  much  Matthews,  Swift,  Noblitt,  and  others  paid  yoor 
firm  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it ;  this  money  came  to  me  from  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  You  were  the  book-keeper,  and  kept  the  memorandum  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  kept  the  mem- 
orandum due-bill,  due  E.  G.  Cattell,  and  whatever  he  gave  me  was  credited  to  £.  6.  Cat- 
tell on  the  memorandum. 

Q.  And  when  you  put  it  on  the  memorandum,  if  it  came  from  Swift,  or  if  it  came  from 
Matthews,  you  put  some  sig^  there  by  which  you  knew  whom  it  was  from,  did  yoa  not^— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  doing  anything  of  the  kind.  This  was  handed  to  me  bj 
£.  G.  Cattell ;  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  put  anything  down  except  the  simple  item, 
**  cash  from  E.  G.  Cattell." 

Q.  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  says  that  you  kept  that  memorandum  and  all  his  accounts ;  is  tbat 
so ;  do  you  keep  all  his  accounts  f — A.  I  did  not  keep  his  private  account. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  memorandum  f — A.  Yes^  sir ;  in  the  drawer. 

Q.  That  included  the  money  received  from  these  persons  dealing  with  the  Government,  did 
it  not7~A.  I  do  not  know  the  sources  from  which  ne  got  this  money ;  I  cannot  make  that 
distinction  plain  to  you. 

Q.  You  have  admitted  that  the  Matthews  checks  were  put  on  that  memoranda  ?— A  Tec, 
sir;  but  they  came  from  E.  G.  Cattell.  Simply  from  the  checks  being  put  before  me, aod 
my  indorsement  on  them  showing  that  they  went  to  the  credit  of  £.  G.  Cattell,  I  saytluU. 
There  is  no  account  in  this  ledger  with  William  Matthews,  and  that  is  the  only  other  ac- 
count that  those  checks  could  have  gone  to. 

Q.  From  the  checks  of  William  Matthews,  placed  before  you,  you  were  then  enabled  to 
say  that  those  checks  went  on  that  memorandum  ? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  could  not  tell  what  other  monev  went  on  that  memorandum  without  the 
checks  being  before  you  7 — A.  That  is  so ;  in  other  words,  I  do  not  remember  what  moneys 
that  memoranda  were  composed  of;  it  was  composed  simply  of  moneys  and  checks,  handed 
to  me  by  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  £.  G.  Cattell  has  any  books  that  will  show  him  how  macb 
money  he  received  from  these  parties  doing  business  with  the  Navy  Department  T — A  That 
I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  never  saw  any  such  books  or  memoranda  of  his  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  kept  bis 
private  books,  if  he  has  any.     I  am  only  the  book-keeper  of  this  firm. 

Q.  Are  all  the  evidences  of  the  ownership  of  the  property  that  you  have  enumerated  from 
the  books  in  the  hands  of  E.  G.  Cattell  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  has  all  of  those. 

Q.  Has  he  the  deeds,  insurance  policies,  and  everything  of  that  kind,  of  whatever  name 
or  nature  it  may  be  7 — A.  I  have  deeds  of  some  of  his  property  and  fire-insurance  policies, 
*  life-insurance  policies,  in  my  safe  for  safe-keeping. 

Q.  Have  you  also  the  certificates  of  stock  7 — A.  They  are  in  an  envelope  which  belongs 
to  him.  I  have  some  of  his  property  in  my  safe,  but  nothing  connected  with  that  account 
in  any  shape  or  form  whatever.    They  are  all  connected  with  these  books. 

Q.  Have  you  the  certificates  or  evidences  of  ownership  of  all  the  property  owned  bj  »r< 
Cattell  represented  on  those  books  7 — A.  I  have  the  certificates  of  stock. 

Q.  Have  yoa  the  deeds  of  all  the  real  estate  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I^hink  the  stock-certificates 
are  all  in  my  possession.  I  do  not  know  what  evidences  ot  title  he  pos^tesses.  I  do  not 
know  his  business  at  all. 

Q.  Is  the  taking  care  of  the  certificates  of  stock  which  he  owns  particularly  your  bnsi* 
ness  7 — A.  Yes,  sir,  certainly  ;  I  take  care  of  them. 

Q.  Why  do  you  not  lake  care  of  the  deeds  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  . 

Q.  You  then  say  that  vou  do  not  know  whether  you  have  the  evidences  of  ownenbip  oi 
all  the  property  in  yout  naii^s  lVv«i\.  \4  ift^x^s^uted  on  thost  books  7 — A.  I  have  evidence  id 
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the  safe  for  safe-keep'mg  of  all  the  propertj  represented  in  the  books,  except  probably  some 
title*deeQB. 

Q.  Title-deeds  of  what  ? — A.  Real  estate. 

Q.  Can  jou  name  what  th^se  exceptions  are  ? — A.  I  think  he  has  the  title-deeds  for  his 
HsmmoDdtown  land ;  I  cannot  remember  other  instances  ;  I  do  not  know  what  is  in  my 
possession  until  I  examine. 

[Witness  was  here  directed  to  examine  for  such  evidences  of  title  as  were  in  his  castody, 
and  to  produce  the  same  to  the  committee  at  a  future  meeting.  ] 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  that  memorandum  of  $224,000  was  made  up  of  money  received 
from  men  doing  business,  like  Matthews,  with  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  I  know  nothing 
about  that.   I  know  nothing  of  £.  G.  Catteirs  private  business. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  about  the  memorandum  that  was  in  your  possession  and  that  you  kept 
yourself  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  whom  that  money  was  from,  or  at  least  I  do  not  remember 
who  it  was  from.  It  was  all  from  £.  G.  Cattell,  but  through  what  channels  he  got  it  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  Nor  do  you  know  as  to  any  part  of  it?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  about  the  Matthews 
money,  after  having  had  the  subject  brought  to  my  memory  by  the  pr  duction  of  checks  in- 
dorsed by  me.     I  know  they  went  into  that  account. 

Q.  Does  not  that  refresh  your  memory  in  regard  to  the  other  checks  received  from  other 
parties  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Swift  paid  in  $20,000  to  CatteH  in  the  same  manner  that  Mat- 
thews did  f — A.  I  do  not ;  I  do  not  know  his  private  business. 

Q.  The  checks  were  sent  to  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  were  they  not  T — A.  Not  to 
my  recollection  ;  I  do  not  remember  any  checks  from  Swift. 

Q.  Do  you  think  if  Swift  had  paid  $20,000  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.,  and  you  had  put  it  on 
that  memorandum,  that  you  would  not  have  remembered  it  ? — A.  I  think  very  likely  I 
should. 

Q.  Would  you  have  remembered  that  Matthews  sent  over  $129,000  which  was  entered  on 
that  memorandum  if  you  had  not  seen  the  checks  1 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  here  that  you  would  not  have  remembered  that  $129,000  of  that  money  was 
Matthews's  money,  unless  you  had  seen  the  checks  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  passed  out  of  my 
hands  altogether ;  it  was  merely  handed  to  me  to  credit  his  account.  I  asked  no  questions, 
and  he  volunteered  no  information. 

Q.  Is  not  such  a  transaction  very  peculiar  aud  different  from  theordinary  business  in  which 
you  have  been  interested  with  him  ? — A.  It  was  kept  in  a  separate  account. 

Q.  You  kept  it  yourself  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  certainly.   He  requested  it. 

Q.  You  knew  of  the  receipt  of  this  money,  from  time  to  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  from  him. 
He  paid  me. 

Q.  And  gave  you  checks  ? — A.  YeS,  sir  ;  and  money. 

Q.  And  }'«^n  indorsed  the  checks,  did  you  not  7 — A.  My  recollection  was  that  the  greater 
part  of  that  was  in  money. 

Q.  When  in  checks,  you  indorsed  them  at  times,  did  you  not  ? — A.  There  is  no  use  in 
going  ,into  any  explanation  about  that,  because  I  do  not  remember.  My  remembrance 
was,  first,  that  the  most  of  that  was  in  money. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  counting  off  the  checks  here  the  other  day  and  owning  up  to  in* 
horsing  twenty-odd  checks  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  that  fact  it  shows  how  slight  the  im- 
pression was  on  my  mind,  for  I  had  forgotten  all  about  it. 

Q.  That  very  strange  circumstance  vou  had  forgotten  all  about  until  you  saw  those 
checks? — A.  I  think  a  business  man  had  a  right  to  put  what  monev  he  had  in  a  firm.  I 
kept  memorandum-accounts  in  the  drawer  of  what  money  he  passed  in  to  me. 

Q.  That  was  his  private  account,  was  it  not? — A.  It  was  funds  that  he  passed  in  to  me 
^  be  credited  to  his  account. 

Q.  That  was  his  private  account  on  memorandum  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  kept  the  memo« 
I'^dum  of  the  sums  he  handed  me. 

,  Q.  Did  you  or  not  open  account  No.  2  by  order  of  E.  G.  Cattell  7 — A.  I  cannot  remember, 
^Qt  I  do  not  think  I  would  open  an  account  like  that  without  orders.   I  think  it  was  by  his  • 
orders  that  that  account  was  kept  separate. 

Q.  Can  you  not  remember  the  object  of  opening  that  account  ? — A.  It  was  never  stated 
^me. 

Q.  Can  you  not  remember  the  object  ? — A.  I  never  knew  the  object.  I  am  only  telling 
J'ou  juj  impression  as  book-keeper. 

Q.  Under  whose  directions  did  you  stop  entering  the  items  in  account  No.  2,  as  received  7 

\,  1  never  had  an  itemized  account  of  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  The  books  show  that  you  have  7 — A.  The  books  show  merely  that  that  was  a  due-bill 
<^ue  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  That  is  not  what  1  am  asking  you  ;  I  asked  yon  under  whose  direction  you  stopped 
^tering  the  items  as  received  on  E.  G.  CattelFs  account  No.  2  7 — A.  I  do  not  understand 
Joux  question. 

^  Q.  Turn  to  E.  G.  Catteirs  account  No.  2 ;  do  you  not'find  on  that  ac,eo\m.\.  ^\i^\i  \\>^^j& 
**^t  opened  that  it  was  entered  in  items? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Under  whoge  directlona  did  you  stop  entering  the  items  on  t\ial  ateoxwiV.  ai^  ^"erj  ^^t% 
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received  ? — A.  The  money  was  paid  and  the  account  was  closed  bj  his  direction.  The  ac. 
count  was  paid  him  and  closed. 

Q.  Is  there  not  on  that  same  account  the  aggreg^ate  of  these  same  items  entered  in  a  lamp 
sum  T— A.  It  is  17,373.25. 

Q.  Is  there  not  entered  on  this  same  account  the  amount  received  on  the  memorandan 
amounting  to  $160,000  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ana  is  not  the  further  sum  of  $25,000  in  a  lump  sum  entered  to  the  credit  of  that  same 
account  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  a  further  sum  of  $18,000  entered  to  the  credit  of  that  same  account  in  a  lamp 
sum? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  why  that  was  done ;  that  is,  why  you  discontinued  enterini;  thoee 
sums  in  items  on  that  account  of  Cattell  No.  2,  and  kept  the  memorandum  for  two  or 
three  years  and  then  entered  it  in  a  lump  sum  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  presume 
it  was  by  his  directions. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  There  appear  to  be  two  accounts  upon  that  page  under  the  head  of  £.  0.  Cattell 
No. 2,  one  amounting  to  $7,300  which  is  balanced  and  closed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  a  line  drawn  under  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  open  again  an  account  in  which  the  $180,000  is  credited  under  the  same 
bearding,  but  not  including  the  previous  debits  and  credits  of  the  first  account  ?— A.  Tbt 
is  true.    The  other  account  was  closed. 

Q.  How  many  years  elapsed  between  the  closing  of  one  account  and  the  openio^^  of 
the  other? — ^A.  Two  years  and  three  months. 

Q.  You  can  give  no  reason  why  you  could  not  have  just  as  well  entered  on  year  cash- 
book  those  items  as  they  were  paid  in,  as  to  enter  them  upon  that  memorandum  f— A. 
I  cannot  see  any  reason  at  all, except  that  he  wanted  to  keep  that  account  out  of  hu 
general  account. 

O.  State  whether  or  not,  to  yon,  looking  at  it  now,  that  does  not  disclose  the  fact  that 
he  kept  one  as  a  partner  and  the  other  account  as  the  creditor  of  the  firm,  to  be  drawn 
out  at  pleasure  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  looks  that  way  to  me. 

Q.  Was  there  any  such  statement  made  to  you  at  the  time  T — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Turn  to  the  account  and  see  if  in  the  account  of  E.  G.  Cattell  No.  1,  all  of  hit 
private  and  personal  matters,  even  to  payment  of  wages  to  his  servants,  does  not  enter? 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  his  general  account  It  is  the  general  expense  account— every  dol- 
lar that  he  drew  out  of  the  concern  was  charged  in  his  general  account. 

Q.  Charged  for  his  personal  expenses,  and  for  his  family  expenses  ? — A.  I  do  uot  know 
what  he  drew  it  out  tor ;  whatever  he  drew  out  was  charged  in  his  general  account. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  If  he  drew  a  check  payable  to  his  servant  girl  would  that  come  in  there  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir;  and  if  he  wanted  $100  foi  his  own  expenses  it  would  go  there.  If  he  was  short  of 
money  it  would  be  done  in  that  way.  Whatever  bills  I  paid  are  charged  to  his  general 
account. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  That  is  on  w^at  I  call  account  No.  1  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  what  I  call  general  ac- 
count. Whatever  bills  I  paid  for  E.  G.^  Cattell  were  charged  in  his  general  account,  which 
the  books  will  show. 

Q.  Are  you  not  satisfied  from  inspecting  the  two  accounts  of  E.  G.  Cattell  and  E.  G. 
Cattell  No.  2,  that  his  personal  or  individual  account  is  included  in  the  account  of  £•  G> 
Cattell  simply,  running  through  a  period  of  time  covered  by  the  ledger  ? — A.  I  cannot 
understand  your  question  at  all. 

Q.  Turn  to  the  account  of  E.G. Cattell  No.  2,  from  June  21,  1871,  to  the  present tirae, 
and  state  whether  there  is  a  single  item  of  charge  entered  against  E.  G.  Cattell  No.  2f- 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  his  personal  and  individual  account  must  have  been  Included,  at  least  since  that 
period  of  time,  in  the  account  opened  under  the  name  of  E.  G.  Cattell? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  various  claims  which  you  have  mentioned  as  anioDg 
the  assets  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  to  wit,  due-bills  and  real  estate,  and  stock  m 
companies,  have  been  purchased  since  the  first  of  April,  1869? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  notaay 
that. 

Q.  Nor  do  you  mean  to  be  so  understood  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  the  books  show  that  they  b*^^ 
not  been. 

Q.  Turn  to  your  cash-account  and  state  whether  according  to  your  cash-book  that  wcoon* 
is  overdrawn? — A.  Yes,  sir,  certainly,  it  is  overdrawn  over  $^,000,  but  that  is  corrected  by 
a  memorandum  of  money  received  from  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  You  have  already  eTi\A\^^,\iVf^ 'jo^tiot,  upon  your  bo  jks,  the  amount  of  money  w* 
ceived  from  E.G.  CaUeW^— k.\3^  Vi  xVv*  ^^\a.   'Xl^iRtfe  Ns^  ^\ift\.V\at  memorandum  in  "^ 
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drawer.  The  cash-book  itself  shows  it.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  a  concern  to  pay  out 
$80,000  more  than  it  receives.    As  these  payments  are  made  they  are  charged. 

Q.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  you  have  now  on  hand  in  your  drawer  memorandums  of 
amounts  due  to  E.  G.  Cattell  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  g^ve  you  the  exact  figures. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  to  produce  the  memorandum  so  that  we  can  see  how  you  kept  it  ? — ^A. 
It  is  a  simple  memorandum.  This  account  in  the  first  of  the  year  when  it  was  straightened 
out,  the  simple  memorandum  was  destroyed  and  the  other  memorandum  put  on  tnese  pa- 
pers. I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  items  on  there  or  not,  that  is,  whether  it  is  itemized 
from  the  1st  of  January,  J876,  but  if  it  is,  I  will  send  it  to  you.  That  money  which  was 
handed  in  to  me  was  handed  in  by  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  Then  this  system  of  keeping  two  accounts  in  the  name  of  £.  G.  Cattell  is  kept  up  to 
this  date  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  you  find  it  cumbersome  and  annoying  7 — A.  It  does  not  bother  me ; 
he  can  do  as  he  pleases. 


J.  P.  Wakr  recalled  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  21, 1876. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  brought  with  you  to  the  committee  the  transcripts  of  the  accounts  re- 
quested at  your  last  examination  t — Answer.  I  have.  The  first  is  a  transcript  of  the  ac- 
count of  George  M.  Robeson,  as  it  appears  on  the  books  of  H.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  It  is  as 
follows . 

George  M,  Robeson, 

Dr. 


1869. 

July 

7 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

18 

23 

Nov. 

17 

SO 

• 

26 

Dec. 

13 

31 

1870. 

March 

12 

14 

23 

April 

4 

6 

30 

May 

2 

10 

June 

1 

Sept. 

2 

24 

1871. 

Bee 

22 

Jan'y 

24 

25 

March 

27 

Apl. 

10 

July 

10 

To  our  note  dated  July  1,  at  90  days,  his  order \ 

The  discount  |178.88  will  be  found  paid  and  charged,  eash-book  P, 
folio  75. 

To  our  note  d^ted  September  18,  at  4  months,  his  order 

To  cash  sent  yon,  check 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  bank 

To  cash  paid  A.  G.  Cattell 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank  <  $2,000  5-20, 113, 2,260  >  ... 
To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank  }  (60  interest,  127,  76.20  i  ... 
To  diflference  in  5-20s 

To  cMh  depcited  in  State  Baok  \  K"J^'/^^'  '''^^  \  - 
To  difference  in  5  208 


To  cash  paid  Dan'l  Bodine 

To  cash  paid  Noblit,  Brown  d&  Noblit's  bill 

To  cash  paid  Warrington,  Bennett  A  Co.  for  two  barrels  apples 

To  cash  paid  S.  Caffrey  for  no-top  phaeton 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  221A  bushels  oats,  at  70 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  liank 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  207^  bushels  oats,  at  65 

To  cash 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank  9th  January 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 

To  cash  deposited  in  State  Bank 


10,000  00 


10,000  00 

10,000  00 

300  00 

552  50 

1,500  00 

2,300  00 

36  20 

16  30 

1,166  90 

9  35 

15,881  25 

500  00 

601  34 

11  00 

450  00 

1,000  00 

154  81 

1,000  00 

225  66 

275  00 

134  57 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

500  00 

500  00 

500  00 

500  00 

1,000  00 

\ 
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Cr. 


1860. 
July       6 


Oct. 


4 
15 


1870. 
Mch.     14 

1871. 
Feb'y   27 
Jane     21 
Oct.      13 


By  cash >  10,000  00 


10,000  00 


By  our  note  dated  September  18,  at  4  months  returned 
By  cash  for  $5,000  bonds  1.17J 


By  cash  $1,000  bond,  at  109^ 

By  March  14, 1870,  $1,500. . 

By  cash , 

By  cash 


10,000  00 
5,881^ 


15.88125 


1,091^ 
1.636  87 
4.772  54 


9, 352  38 


Q.  Is  that  all  the  account  that  appears  on  the  books  in  his  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  also 
produce  record  of  **  Long  Branch  Cottag^e,  No.  1,  G.  M.  R/'    It  is  as  follows : 

Dr.     Long  Branch  Cottage^  No,  1. — G.  M,  /?. 


1873. 

April     14 
19 
23 

May      26 

June 
July 

2 
11 

25 
3 

Q 

if 

12 
15 

18 
24 
29 

31 

August  8 

25 
26 

Sept. 


6 

17 

October  4 

8 

11 


15 


17 
23 


To  paid  E.  J.  Pitcher 

To  paid  Brings  A,  Coiman 

To  paid  Smith  &  Co.,  carpenters 

To  our  note  to  W.  H.  &.  £.  W.  McClare,  dat^d  May  15,  at  4  months, 

account  lumber 

To  paid  Smith  &  Co.,  carpenters,  $800  and  $500 

To  our  note  to  W.  H.  &  E.  W.  McClare,  June  6,  4  months 

To  sent  check  to  E.  J.Pitcher 

To  paid  Smith  &  Co 

To  sent  W.  H.  <Sr  E.  W.  McClare,  account  Smith 

To  paid  Allen  for  furniture 

To  paid  J.  I.  Briggs,  commission 

To  paid  S.  Kirby,  grading 

To  paid  taxes  for  1872 , 

To  paid  Rodding,  cottage 

To  paid  J.  H.  G.  Hawes,  plumbing 

To  paid  J.H.Peters  &.  Co.,  interest 

To  paid  J.  C.  Clark,  July  3,  cartage  and  freig^ht  on  furniture    

To  our  note  dated  July  17,  at  4  months,  J.  H.  Peters  &  Co 

To  paid  insurance  Millville  Insurance  Company,  $5,000 

To  paid  insurance  Trade  Insurance  Company,  $2,000 

To  paid  P.  M.  Smith 

To  paid  W.H.  Westcott ; 

To  paid  E.  J.  Pitcher 

To  paid  Joathan  Cook,  July  18  * 

To  paid  P.  M.  Smith,  July  31 

To  paid  G.W.Keen,  August  15 , 

To  paid  P.  M.  Smith,  15  July 

To  paid  P.  M.  Smith,  account  stable 

To  sent  P.  M.  Smith,  check,  account  bam 

To  paid  Walton  Bros,  for  lamps 

To  paid  W.A.  Westcott 

To  checks  to  S.  S.  kirby,  September  3 

To  checks  to  E.  J.  Pitcher,  September  3 

TopaidW.  H.Townsend... 

To  paid  Dennis's  bill 

To  paid  C.  H.  Valentine's  bill 

To  paid  M.  Horner's  bill 

To  piud  A.Hance  &  Son 

TopaidC.l\.Co\<ifiLCo:^\i\\\ 


$600  00 

175  00 

J, 000  00 

1,000  00 

1,300  00 

1,000  00 

550  00 

500  00 

500  00 

96  69 

175  00 

300  00 

8  43 

85  00 

67  99 

25  ^ 
42  00 

1,095  3i 

105  00 
500  00 

86  70 
81   6.^ 


86 

426 

40 

500 

500 

100 

17 

1 

100 

44 

56 

5 

23( 

6 

75 

73- 


37 

ao 
oo 
oo 
oo 

30 
60 
OO 

31 
5/0 


^o 
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Dr.    Long  Branch  Cottage,  No  1. — G,  M,  R, — Continued. 


1873. 

Nov.  SW 
24 
28 

Dec.  3 
16 
17 
19 

Jan.     26 

28 
April  29 
Maj     13 


Jane 


Oct 


24 


2 
25 

July  13 
14 
27 

Sept.     16 


23 
29 
19 
23 
29 

Nov.     23 


To  paid  6.  N.  Torrence,  pillows,  bolsters,  &c 

To  sent  P.  M.  Smith,  for  e;ctra  work ; 

To  paid  K.  J.  Mowbray,  wood-stove,  &c 

To  sent  P.  M.  Smith,  error  in  account 

To  paid  C.  H.  Valentine  account  ice-house 

To  paid  J.  H.  Peters  &  Co 

To  paid  Jonathan  Cook,  carriage  hire 

To  paid  taxes  for  1873 

To  paid  E.  J.  Pitcher,  bill  freight 

To  sent  C.  H.  Valentine  for  ice-house,  &c 

To  paid  A.J.  Dennis*s  bill,  April  6 

To  paid  J.  Barham  &,  Co.'s  bill 

To  sent  J.  Cook,  hauling  marl,  painting,  &c 

To  A.  J.  Dennis,  on  account  shingling 

To  George  W.  Keen,  extra  painting 

To  checK  to  A.J.  Dennis 

To  paid  A.J.Dennis 

To  paid  Graham,  Emlin  &  Passmore,  one-half  garden-roller 

To  paid  Felton,  Ran  &,  Libby  bill,  paint  and  oil 

To  paid  Maps  &,  Slocnm*s  lumber,  July  4 '. 

To  paid,  July,  21,  G.  W.  Keen,  painting 

To  paid,  July,  29,  C.  E.  Patterson,  Kirby  claim 

To  paid  Felton,  Ran  «&  Libby  bill,  linseed  oil 

To  paid  J,  M.  Vance  &  Co.,  foe  refrigerator 

To  paid  F.  F.  Coleman,  rent  of  piano — 

To  paid  J.  H.  Peters  4&  Co. *8  bill 

To  paid  W.  W.  Wygandt,  October  12 

To  paid  C.  H.  Valentine 

To  paid  A.  Hance&Son 


Cr. 


$176  30 
82  65 
11  40 

10  00 
127  13 

39  75 
6  00 

53  30 

6  70 

255  90 

5  50 

19  36 

46  30 

40  00 
22  00 
65  20 
33  69 

11  00 
90  02 

286  90 
50  00 

168  50 
33  00 
30  00 
13  34 
32  74 
9  25 
54^ 
65  00 

13, 582  29 


.    1873. 
Aujfnst  _ 
I>ec.     23 


5 


By  received  J.  H.  Peters  &,  Co  ,  error  in  bill , 
By  received  D.  C.  Dodd,  jr.,  for  rent 


60  00 
450  00 

510  00 
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The  Witness.  Also  transcript  from  books  of  **  Long  Branch  property."    It  is  is  follows: 

•  Long  Branch  propertif. 
Dr. 


1872. 

April 

6 

17 

August  13 

Sept. 

11 

23 

Nov. 

5 

Dec. 

5 

1873. 

Feb\y 

11 

May 

20 

21 

July 

10 

18 

August  30 

Sept. 

29 

October  8 

23 

Nov. 

10 

12 

19 

S^pt. 

12 

14 


To  paid  our  note  dated  December  4,  at  four  mos.,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey . . 

To  our  note,  dated  April  1 ,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  April  4,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  July  31,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  August  3,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbev 

To  paid  note  dated  May  8,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  our  note  dated  September  7, at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey.. 

To  note  dated  Noveniber  5,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  November  23,  at  four  mouths,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  November  26,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  January  27,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  paid  Jonathan  Cook  for  grading -- 

To  our  note  dated  May  10,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  May  19,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  note  dated  July  5,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  paid  taxes  for  1872 

To  paid  Westcott,  grading 

To  our  note  dated  September  13,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey. 

To  paid  W.  A.  Westcott 

TopaidC.B.  Cowles  &  Co., bill 

To  our  note  dated  November  1,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey.. 

To  paid  R.  V.Bnice's  bill 

To  returned  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

To  paid  Monmouth  Beach  Association 

To  paid  installment 

—  . — — — — — ^^-^ 


|3, 150  00 
2,050  25 
3,227  ai 
2,100  50 
3,306  28 
2,050  00 
2.100  00 
2,100  00 
2, 128  16 

3,35184 
2, 161  00 

J87  41 

2,053  12 

2,046  88 

2,053  12 

1176 

150  00 
2,052  60 

72  40 

73  20 
2,000  00 

139  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 


Cr. 


1872. 

April 

12 

Aug^tl4 

Sept. 

12 

Oct. 

31 

Nov. 

14 

Dec. 

5 

7 

1873. 

Jan*y 

28 

May 

29 

July 

5 

Sept. 

20 

Nov. 

22 

By  cash  from  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

By  cash  from  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

By  cash  from  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

By  our  note  dated  September  7,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey, 
returned. 

By  cash  from  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

By  cash  from  A.  Q*  Keasbey 

By  cash  from  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

By  our  note  dated  November  23,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey, 
returned. 

By  cash  from  A.  Q.  Keasbey -* 

By  our  note  dated  May  10,  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey,  re- 
turned. 

By  cash  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey 

By  our  note  dated  September  13.  at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey, 
returned. 

By  our  note  dated  November  l,at  four  months,  for  A.  Q.  Keasbey, 
returned. 


$3,150  00 
3,232  74 

2,067  07 
2,100  00 

2,053  68 
2,082  00 
3,277  84 

2, 128  16 

2,000  00 
2,053  12 

2,000  00 
2,052  60 

• 

2,000  00 


Q.  Referring  to  your  cash-book,  the  following  item  appears:  '*Paid  A.  G.  Cattell, depos- 
ited in  Stale  Bank  at  Camden,  to  credit  of  G.  M.  Robeson,  for  pair  horses,  $350.— A  Tbit 
is  correct,  sir.  That  is  simply  a  charge  to  A.  G.  Cattell  for  a  payment  to  Geo.  M.  Bobesoo. 
for  a  pair  of  horses  for  A.  G.  Cattell,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  his  account. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  the  horses  are  for  Cattell  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  a  charge  to  A.  0. 
Cattell,  deposited  in  State  Bank  at  Camden,  for  credit  of  George  M.  Robeson,  for  p«r  ^^ 
horses— that  is  a  pair  of  horses  bought  from  Mr.  Robeson  by  A.  G.  Cattell,  and  the  tac^^J 
•deposited  in  the  State  Bank  of  Camden. 

Q.  I  find,  under  date  of  October  5, 1872,  in  your  cash-book,  the  following  entry  :  "A-  ^' 
•Cattell,  received  for  your  draft  ou  3.  li.  \y«\wio,\^tk&V\\\^\«ti,  V^.QQQ."    who  is  that  J.  ^' 
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Delano  at  Washington  ?— A.  That  I  do  not  know.  That  is  some  prior  political  matter,  I 
should  judge,  of  which  he  would  have  to  give  you  au  explanation. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  are  the  stockholders  in  the  Keystone  Lumber  and  Salt  Manofac- 
turing  Company  f — A.  I  could  name  some  of  them. 

Q.  Are  the  Messrs.  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  stockholders  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  connected  with  the  naval  service  who  is  a  stockholder  t — 
A  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  Where  is  their  business  carried  on  7 — A.  In  Michigan. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  A.  6.  Cattell  &  Co  ,  or  either  one  o[  them,  hold  any  stock  in 
said  company  in  trust  for  any  one  ? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  What  IS  the  name  of  the  quarry  company  in  which  they  are  stockholders  t — A.  Con- 
shohocken. 

Q.  Is  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  a  stockholder  in  that  quarry  company  ?— 
A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know  the  stockholders  of  that  company,  except  that  we  hold 
stock  in  it. 

Q.  Does  A«.G.  Cattell  &.  Co.,  or  either  one  of  them,  hold  any  stock  in  that  company,  in 
trust  for  any  one  ? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  not  your  books  show  since  they  were  opened  in  April,  J8G9,  that  you  have  paid 
A.  G.  Cattell  large  amounts  of  mone^idue  him  on  due-bills  and  jnemoranda,  some  of  which 
were  dated  as  far  back  as  1864  ;  and,  if  so,  how  much  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  charge  June 
19,  ]869,  to  A.  G.  Cattell  sundry  payments  since  April,  1864,  as  per  due-bill,  $38,0:^.68. 
The  explanation  of  that  is  that  tho8e  were  payments  made  on  account  of  A.  G.  Cattell,  and 
instead  of  each  item  being  charged  up  against  him  it  was  kept  on  a  memorandum  in  the 
drawer. 

Q.  Do  not  the  books  show  about  the  same  time  that  a  debt  to  you  of  $3,800,  as  clerk  of 
the  concern,  was  paid  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  $2,589. 

Q.  At  the  time  these  books  were  opened  how  much  did  E.  G.  Cattell  owe  T — A.  $7,223.93. 

Q.  At  the  closing  of  those  books  how  much  was  entered  to  his  credit,  and  how  much 
was  drawn  out  by  him  ? — A.  The  total  amount  charged  to  him  from  April  1, 1869,  to  April  1, 
1876,  is  $135,182.24.  He  was  credited  from  April  1,  1869,  to  December  16,  1875,  which  is 
the  last  credit,  with  $1^2,594.81. 

Q  Was  the  principal  part  of  that  money  drawn  out  in  small  sums?— A.  Yes,  sir;  ex- 
cepting the  $10, 000  which  went  into  the  new  concern,  it  was  all  drawn  out  in  small  sums. 

Q.  That  $10,000  was  invested  in  the  capital  of  the  new  concern  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  amount  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  £.  G.  Cattell  No.  2,  for  the  same  period  of 
time?— A.  $224,121.28. 

Q.  When  has  there  been  any  money  drawn  against  that  account? — A.  There  has  been 
nothing  drawn  against  it  since  it  opened.    . 

Q.  How  many  thousand  dollars  are  there  in  the  memorandum  to  go  to  the  credit  of  £.  G. 
Cattell  ?— A.  $85,000. 

Q.  That  should  be  credited,  if  it  was  on  the  books,  to  £.  G.  Cattell  No.  2  ? — A.  It  should 
be  credited  wherever  he  said. 

Q.  You  have  usually  taken  it  from  the  memoranda  in  that  way,  have  you  hot? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  If  he  orders  it  on  account  No.  2,  I  will  place  it  there.  Heretofore  such  sums  have  been 
paflsed  to  his  credit  on  account  No.  2. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  amount  of  the  whole  credit,  adding  that  $85,000  ?— A.  $309,921.28. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  there  are  charges  appropriate  to  that  account  of  £.  G.  Cattell  No. 
2  ? — A.  Certainly ;  that  has  all  been  expended  m  the  business,  as  the  cash-book  shows.  The 
-harges  are  all  there. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  those  charges  entered  on  the  books  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  credit  had  not  been 
g'iven. 

Q.  Now  take  A.  G.  Cattell's  account  and  state  how  it  stood  when  you  opened  the  books, 
^nd  how  it  stands  to-day. — A.  On  the  1st  April,  1869,  there  is  a  credit  to  him  of  $105,539.42; 
:i«  baa  handed  in  since  that  time  $79,658.98,  making  a  total  of  $185,298.40.  During  the  same 
»ime  he  has  drawn  out  $176,768.60,  leaving  a  balance  to  his  credit  of  $8,529.80. 

Q.  Are  not  the  amounts  that  he  has  drawn  from  the  firm,  with  the  exception  of  $10,000 
-liat  he  put  in  the  new  concern  ,  generally  in  small  amounts  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  not  the  credits  in  both  accounts  consist  of  sums  of  much  larger  amount  than  the 
tvims  drawn  out  as  a  rule  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing  they  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  besides  £.  G.  Cattell  has  an  interest  in  the  account  of  £.  G.  Cattell 
No.  2  ? — A.   I  know  of  no  one  having  an  interest  in  it  except  £.  G.  Cattell  himself. 

Q.  I  notice  here  a  memorandum,  which  seems  to  be  clean  and  h^nt,  iq^t^qxXXw.^  NaX^^ 
^  memorandum  from  which  account  No.  2  is  made  up.    On  iVial  Yn«moT«ii^n\xi  >^«t^\%^\2L 
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item  of  $8r),800. — A    The  account  No.  2  is  not  made  up  of  ihis  disiinctive  due-bill.    Thi* 
runs  from  the  Ist  January,  1876. 

Q.  What  is  the  interest  on  the  Ist  January,  1876?— A.  There  is  no  entry  at  all. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  then  ?— A.  $81,800. 

Q.  Where  did  that  $81,800  come  from  ?— A.  From  E.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  At  that  time  ? — A.  No ;  as  it  says  here,  '*  from  you  at  various  times."  The  old  due^bill 
was  shown  to  him  on  the  1st  January,  1876,  when  we  fixed  up  our  papers.  It  was  satisfac- 
tory, and  that  destroyed  and  this  started  new. 

Q.   Did  you  take  account  of  stock  on  the  1st  of  January,  1876? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  by  that  paper  in  the  drawer  there  was  shown  to  be  due  him  that  amonot  of 
money? — A.  No,  sir  ;  this  $85,800  is  the  amount  of  money  that  he  gave  me.  Up  to  the  ht 
of  January,  it  was  $81,800.  • 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  that  money  all  at  one  time  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  g^ave  it  to  me  in  differ- 
ent sums  at  various  times. 

Q.  And  you  kept  those  sums  on  a  memorandum  ? — A.  Precisely  the  same  as  that, 

Q.  Did  you  subtract  any  money  from  that  memorandum  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  On  that  memorandum,  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January  ,1876,  did  it  not  show  from  whm 
the  various  sums  were  received  ? — A.  No,  sir;  except  '*  received  from  E.  G.  Cattell." 

Q.  What  means  has  E.  G.  Cattell,  in  keeping  his  sums  on  a  memorandum  in  that  manner, 
of  knowing  who  pays  him  that  money? — A.  That  is  something  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  merely  put  down  the  sums  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  exactly  as  he  hands  thorn  to  me. 

Q.  For  how  long  have  you  kept  that  memorandum  at  any  one  time  without  entering  the 
sums  on  your  books  ? — A.  The  longest  time  was  two  years  and  five  months. 

Q.  You  say  that  memorandum  was  similar  to  the  one  you  have  lately  pr«»sented  to  the 
committee,  not  having  the  name  of  the  person  from  whom  the  amouut  was  received f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  was  the  amount  of  that  memorandum,  which  was,  as  you  say,  two  years  and 
fivemonthsold?— A.  $180,017.73. 

Q.  Did  he  allow  a  memorandum  to  run  on  two  years  and  five  months,  aggregatiDg 
$181,000,  without  knowing  or  keeping  a  record  as  to  from  what  parties  it  was  received  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  any  record  at  all.   I  do  not  know  his  business. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know,  he  does  not  know  from  whom  he  receives  these  sums  of  money?- 
A.  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all  about  his  account. 

Q.  Are  you  not  his  confidential  dark  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  the  book-keeper  of  A  G.  Cat- 
tell &  Co.  . 

Q.  Does  he  not  own  the  books  and  the  firm,  or  did  he  not  at  this  time  ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  these 
represent  his  business. 

Q.  And  you  keep  his  books  ? — A.  I  keep  the  books  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  the  actual  owner  of  A.  G.  Cattell  %&  Co.  is  £.  G.  Cattell  him- 
self ?. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  you  do  not  make  the  distinction  which  I  desire  you  to  :  these  sums 
which  he  paid  over  to  me  were  simply  distinct  from  our  grain  business.  That  business  he 
managed  himself  entirely  and  alone. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  where  he  got  that  money  from  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all 
about  it.     He  kept  it  from  us. 

Q.  Did  the  Matthews  checks  go  on  the  memoranda? — A.  Those  checks  which  yoa 
showed  me  must  have  gone  on  the  memoranda. 

Q.  Has  not  Mr.  Cattell  any  means  of  knowing  how  much  money  he  has  received  from 
Matthews  7 — A.  I  do  not  know,  indeed.     I  do  not  keep  his  account  at  all. 

Q.  He  says  that  you  keep  his  account,  that  you  are  the  book-keeper,  and  that  yon  can 
explain  these  things. — A.  I  know  this  much,  that  that  money,  was  handed  to  me  by  him, 
and  is  credited  on  the  books.    That  is  the  extent  of  my  knowledge  of  his  account. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  you  have  never  known  him  at  any  time  to  have  made  any  entnes 
on  a  book  by  which  he  could  learn  from  whom  this  money  came  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw 
him  have  any  books  nor  any  papers  showing  from  whom  he  received  that  money.  What- 
ever he  has  had  he  has  kept  private. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  is  the  confidential  clerk  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Cattell  ?— A.  He  has  none  that  I  know  of. 
I  know  nothing  myself  of  his  private  affairs  whatever. ' 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  the  amounts  entered  on  the  memorandum  belonging  to  E.O. 
Cattell,  No.  2,  every  item  itemized  has  been  put  on  the  books,  has  it  not?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  books  have  been  correctly  kept  ? — A.  Yea,  sir. 


PllILA  DELPHI  A,  April  IB,  1876. 
Irvin  £.  M.\GU[RE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Are  you  now  ox  bi^v^you  recently  been  in  the  employ  of  either  Mr.  A.  G.  Cat' 
tell  or  E.  G.  CatteW,  ot  A.  G.  CciUfiW  fit  Co.\— kmy««i.  \ ^m\\i  \\vi^  <im^loy  of  A.  0.  Cattell 
&  Co. 
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Q.  In  what  position? — A.  As  general  clerk. 

Q.  Have  you  recently  done  any  book-keeping  for  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell,  sr..? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  iteen  any  of  his'books  lately? — A.  No,  sir;  be  has  none  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  yoa  recently  posted  or  joamalized  or  had  anything  to  do  with  the  books  of  A. 
G.  Cattell  &  Co.  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  that  been  ? — ^A.  I  made  out  bills  and  account  of  sales,  and  also  journalized. 

Q.  Up  to  what  date  f — A.  I  did  it  yesterday.  There  are  two  sets  of  our  books.  I  keep 
tlie  new  set  which  you  had  here  and  returned. 

Q.  Those  are  the  books  of  the  new  firm  7 — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  You  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  books  of  the  old  firm  7 — A.  I  did  journalize  in 
tbem  also  and  posted  them. 

Q.  Have  all  the  books  of  the  firm  from  the  year  187J  been  brought  before  this  committee? 
— A.  So  far  as  I  know  they  have.  , 

Q.  Are  there  no  other  books  in  the  possession  of  the  firm  which  would  give  to  this  com- 
mittee any  additional  information  ? — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Do  the  firm  preserve  their  stub-check  books  ? — A.  Not  as  a  general  thing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  preserved  any  of  them  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know  that 
tbey  have.  Since  I  have  had  anything  to  do  with  the  books,  they  have  been  thrown  care  * 
l«8sly  to  one  side  and  never  any  particular  care  taken  of  them. 

Q.  Have  you  scan  any  of  them  lately  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  any  search  been  made  for  them? — ^A.  I  have  not  made  any  search  myself.     I  do    . 
not  know  whether  there  has  been  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  relations  existing  between  Mn  A.  G.  Cattell  or  E. 
O.  Cattell  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  No, sir;  I  know  of  no  connection  between 
tliem. 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  make  any  checks  oat  in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Robe- 
son ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  checks  ever  passed  from  the  firm  or  any  member  of  it  to 
1ft im? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  notes  ever  passed  from  the  firm  to  him  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  transaction  which  is  referred  to  in  a  telegram  dated  October  4, 
ie73,  directed  to— 

•  *  Percy  Warr, 

**  Care  of  E,G,  Caiiell,  4-  Co,, 

^*  North  Delaware  Avenue,  Philadelphia  : 

**Have  Irvin  Maguire  write  E.  L.  Stanton,  receiver  First  National  Bank,  he  waives  pro- 
tost  on  the  two  notes  due  6th  and  9th  ;  all  nght. 

•*E.  G.  CATTELL." 

A.  I  remember  the  notes.  I  do  not  remember  the  telegram  or  whether  or  not  I  wrote  to 
^•Ir.  Stanton.     If  I  did  write,  I  do  not  recollect  what  I  wrote. 

Q.  Were  you  an  indorser  upon  those  notes  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  object  of  that  telegram  was  to  induce  you  to  waive  protest  7 — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber what  the  object  was,  or  whether  or  not  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Stanton.  The  whole  thing  had 
I^^ssed  out  of  my  mind.  I  saw  that  telegram  in  the  papers,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
^^ct  that  I  knew  I  had  indorsed  the  notes  I  would  have  known  nothing  whatever  of  the 
telegram.    In  fact,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  saw  the  telegram  or  not. 

Q.  If  you  wrote  any  letter  was  there  any  record  of  it  kept ;  and,  if  so,  where  ?— A.  No, 
^ir.  If  I  wrote  a  letter  it  was  signed  by  my  own  name,  personally,  and  no  copy  or  record  of 
it  kept. 

Q.  Whose  notes  were  they  7 — A.  They  were  notes  drawn  to  the  order  of  Irvin  E.  Ma- 
R'Xiire.  I  forget  the  amounts,  but  the  total  was  $5,000.  They  were  signed  by  A.  G.  Cattell 
^^  Co.  and  indorsed  by  me. 

Q.  Were  they  indorsed  by  anybody  else  ? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  After  I  indorsed 
tl^em  I  (Jicl  not  see  them  again. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  indorse  them  ? — A.  I  was  told  that  they  were  accommo- 
^^tion-notes  to  raise  money  on  by  the  firm  ;  notes  to  be  discounted ;  what  are  known  as 
^^commodation-notes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  the  proceeds  of  those  notes  or  how  they  were  used  ? — 
'^^  No.  sir  ;  not  any  more  than  I  was  told  that  the  entries  were  on  our  books. 

Q.  Can  you  turn  to  the  books  and  trace  and  identify  the  notes  ? — A.  I  identify  them  on 
^«i«  books  and  find  they  were  discounted  in  Washington  under  date  of  June  17,  1873,  and 
I^^id,  the  first  one  October  6,  1873,  and  the  last  October  9, 1873. 

Q.  If  paid  on  the  day  they  fell  due,  do  your  books  show  what  was  the  necessity  of  waiv- 
^^g  protest? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Were  they  in  fact  paid  then  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say,  positively. 

Q.  But  your  books,  accepting  your  recitals  of  them  as  true,  could  show  thoAi  \.\i«^  n«^\^ 
X^^.id  ? — A.  They  would  show  that  they  were  paid  on  that  day. 

Q.  Would  youT  hjll'books  show  whether  they  were  taken  up  by  TeiiftYi«^\  lioXfta'X — K-'Vl 
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would  show  in  this  way :  It  would  show  our  notes  returned,  in  the  first  place,  to  cancel  the 
old  notes  if  thej  were  renewed.  Then  the  entries  would  go  through  the  books  as  new 
notes  altogether. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  notes  had  any  other  indorsement  upon  them  except  your 
own  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Please  examine  your  books  and  see  whether  those  notes  were  taken  up  by  other 
notes  of  the  firm. — ^A.  That  I  am  hardly  prepared  to  do.  I  do  not  know,  really,  how  to  go 
about  it.  I  indorsed  no  other  notes.  Those  are  the  only  two  notes  that  I  ever  rememMr 
to  have  indorsed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  these  notes  when  taken  up  ? — A.  No, -sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  since  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  and  I  know  nothing  of  them  since. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  fact  that  either  one  of  the  senior  partners  of  the  firm  kept  any  private 
books  or  memoranda  f — A.  I  do  not  know  of  their  keeping  any  at  all. 

Q.  Do  they  keep  any  books  referring  to  their  real-estate  transactions  or  stock  operations ' ~ 
A.  No,  sir,  except  as  yon  observe  the  stock  operations  in  this  ledger,  *'  gold  and  mining 
stock." 

Q.  Who  is  £.  B.  Purcell  ? — A.  He  is  a  man  doing  business  in  Manhattan,  Kans.  He  wis 
a  friend  of  the  Cattells  years  ago,  and  then  resided  at  a  place  called  Newton  Hamilton, 
Pa.  He  moved  from  there  to  Kansas  and  conducts  a  general  business,  dealing  in  every* 
thing.  He  uses  us  as  his  bankers,  depositing  money  with  us,  and  draws  drafts  on  us  to 
•  pay  nis  purchases  here  East.  You  may  have  observed  that  there  are  five  or  six  different 
accounts  under  difiereut  names  in  that  book  there:  Purcell  &  Son  ;  Purcell  No.  I,  No. 2, 
No.  3,  and  Purcell,  banker.  They  are  all  closed  into  one  account.  He  would  mark  on  the 
drafts  which  account  he  desired  those  drafts  to  be  credited  to. 

Q.  Did  your  firm  ever  make  any  remittances  to  himt — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  always  a 
credit  to  his  fa^or  in  our  books ;  that  is,  the  sum-total  of  the  account.  Some  of  the  ac- 
counts, when  they  were  all  running,  would  show  a  debit  and  others  a  credit,  but  the  som- 
total  was  always  to  his  credit 

Q.'  Turn  to  an  account  on  your  ledger,  **  U.  S.  bonds,"  and  trace  it  along  and  see  from 
whom  they  were  purchased  and  to  whom  they  were  sold. — A.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that. 

Q.  Cannot  you  state  from  whom  they  were  purchased  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  does  not  state  on 
the  books.     I  do  not  know  anything  more  about  that  than  you  do,  although  I  entered  it. 

Q.  Can  you  tell,  upon  reference  to  it,  to  whom  they  were  sold  f — Al  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Your  books  show  *'  U.  S.  bonds"  debiied  and  John  Purcell  &  Sons  credited  with  a 
sale  iff  $3,000  sixes  of  *81,  at  $l.l4j|,  $3,435 ;  of  $2,000  in  ten-forties,  at  $1.14i,  $2,225;  coo- 
pons  $160  and  $50,  equaling  $230,  at  $1.1  If,  being  a  total  of  $256.16 ;  making  the  whole, 
$5,916.16.  Now,  does  that  indicate  a  sale  from  Purcell  to  your  firm  or  a  sale  from  your 
firm  in  the  market  for  Purcell's  account  f — A.  If  you  want  a  positive  answer,  I  do  not  know 
iHrhich  it  indicates 

Q.  I  find  right  under  that  entry,  "  U.  S.  bonds  "  debit  and  G.  M.  Robeson  credit,  fli^* 
in  five-twenties,  at  l.Odi,  $1,636.87.  Does  that  indicate  whether  it  was  a  purchase  from 
Robeson  or  a  sale  for  Robeson's  account  7 — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  I  find  under  date  of  February  27,  1871,  on  your  cash-book,  that  Cash  is  charged  with 
U.  8.  coupons  $180,  sixes,  sold  for  $110| ;  $50,  ten-forties,  at  the  same  rate ;  and  $90,  at  the 
same  rate.  Under  the  same  date  I  find,  *'Rec'd  for  U.  S.  bonds  $2,000,  10-408,1111; 
$1,500,  5-20  bonds,  110}  ;  and  3,000  sixes  of  '81,  at  $114|."  Would  not  that  cash  account 
indicate  that  the  bonds  belonged  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  when  the  sale  was  made  f —A.  1^ 
looks  like  it. 

Q.  If  they  were  not  the  bonds  of  A.  G«  Cattell  Sl  Co.  would  not  the  differences  in  pnce 
have  been  charged  or  credited  to  make  Uie  account  right  f — A.  I  should  suppose  so. 

Q.  Now,  finding  th(^  neither  Purcell  nor  Robeson  are  charged  or  credited  with  the  differ* 
ence  between  vour  journal  or  your  cash-book  entries,  would  it  not  indicate  to  you  that  A*  v- 
Cattell  6l  Co.  became  the  owners  of  the  bonds  and  entitled  to  the  profits  of  the  transaction, 
or  liable  for  the  loss,  if  any  f— A.  It  looks  like  it. 

By  the  Chairman  ! 
Q.  Turning  to  yourjonmal,  in  which  the  bonds  are  mentioned  as  belonging  to  Purcell  » 
Son  and  to  George  M.  Kobeson,  I  observe  in  the  case  of  Purcell  &,  Son  it  bears  date,  or  a  mem- 
orandum of  date,  February  25,  and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Robeson,  March  14,  1870,  both  en- 
tered in  your  journal  under  the  date  of  February  27,  1871.  Do  these  respective  dates  repi«j 
sent  the  day  of  sale  of  the  bonds  or  of  their  receipt,  or  what  does  it  indicate  t^A.  Yon  ^i|! 
have  to  ask  Mr.  Warr  that.  I  really  cannot  tell  you.  He  makes  the  original  entries  and  i 
take  them  from  that. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  y<m  bought  or  sold  for  Mr.  Robeson  any  more  bonds  than  the  oj* 
there  T — A.  No,  sir ;  1  d\d  nol  ev^xi  kiiONv  oC  the  existence  of  that  before.    I  find  in  <^*'* 
book  under  date  of  Octobw  \^,  \W\,  V\i<i  ^^Womxi^  «q5w1,^^  ^.\R^^<i\«*on  received  ttom 
jon  $4,772.54." 
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Q.  For  what  7 — A.  I  do  not  know.    I  have  also  an  entry  in  the  cash-book,  under  date  of 
October  15,  1869,  '*  Geo.  M.  Robeson  received  for  $5,000  bonds,  at  117|,  |5,8dl.25." 
Q.  Does  it  say  United  States  bonds  f — ^A.  No ;  it  simply  says  bonds. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Robeson  is  credited  with  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  the  following  entry  from 
cash-book,  under  date  of  March  14,  1870,  **G.  M.  Robeson,  received  for  $1,000  bonds,  at 
109i,  $1,091.25." 

Q.  That  is  also  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Robeson,  on  his  account  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Now  look  at  the  first  item  on  Mr.  Robeson's  account  on  the  ledger. — A.  It  is  dated 
Jnly  6,  1869.  I  find  the  entry  in  the  cash-book  July  3,  1869,  *'Geo.  M.  Robeson  received 
from  you  $10,000."  On  the  journal,  under  date  of  July  7,  he  is  charged  with  our  note  for 
$10,000, dated  July  I,  at  ninetv  days. 

Q.  Was  there  any  interest  charged  7 — ^A.  It  does  not  say ;  I  find  none  charged.  I  find  a 
credit  of  the  $10,000  in  cash  and  a  charge  of  a  note  of  the  same  amount,  and  that  balances 
the  account.  • 

Q.  There  is  no  interest  charged  and  the  account  is  balanced,  is  it  not  t — A.  The  account 
is  balanced  there.  If  there  was  any  interest  it  was  entered  direct  in  our  interest-account 
without  going  into  it. 

Q.  Look  in  your  interest-account  and  see  if  you  find  any  t — A.  I  find  no  interest  charged. 

Q.  There  is  none  charged  during  that  time  7 — A.  I  will  not  say  that  there  is  nothing 
charged ;  I  cannot  find  it. 

Q.  Now  look  in  your  ledger  at  G.  M.  Robeson's  account ;  do  you  not  find  that  the  charge 
of  a  $10,000  note  to  Mr,  Robeson  was  originally  dated  the  7th,  and  it  has  been  obliterated  so 
as  to  appear  as  if  the  note  had  been  given  to  him  the  Ist  day  of  July  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  so  understand  it ;  that  is  nothing  but  a  blur  made  by  the  finger. 

Q.  It  stands  there  the  1st,  does  it  nott — A.  No,  sir;  it  stands  there  the  7th.  That  is  a 
plain  7  to  me  ;  I  made  it  myself. 

Q.  Does  it  not  have  the  appearance  o^  having  been  scratched  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  nothing 
but  dirt  from  a  thumb,  I  presume,  in  turning  over  the  pages.  It  was  nuide  for  a  7.  I  have 
posted  it  as  a  7,  [examining  at  light,  ]  but  I  do  recognize  the  fact  that  it  appears  to  have  been 
scratched. 

By  the  Chairman  : . 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land  near  League  Island  by 
the  Messrs.  Cattell  or  the  Government  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  never  hear  of  any  small  transaction  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  refer  to  a  tract  of  land  purchased  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  near  League  Island  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr. Harris: 

Q.  State  whether  you  were  able  personally  to  respond  to  that  indorsement  of  $5,000  if 
you  had  been  called  upon  • — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  that  your  note  went  to  protest  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  did  not  know  anything  about  the  notes  given  tD  Mr.  Robe-^ 
son  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  was  out  of  my  department  altogether. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  the  bill-book  of  notes — the  note-book  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Look  in  that  note-book  and  see  if  you  find  any  transactions  with  Mr.  Robeson  of  a 
recent  date  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  find  two  notes  entered  here  under  date,  **  Received  March  7, 
1876." 

Q.  Describe  the  notes.— A.  It  says  here,  **  Received  March  7,  of  G.  M.  Robeson  his  nbte 
dated  March  2,  at  four  months,  to  our  order,  for  $5, 120.  Note  dated  March  4  ;  four  months  ; 
our  order,  $4,080." 

Q.  Can  you  state  what  those  notes  were  given  for? — A.  I  cannot  g^ve  you  a  positive 
answer. 

Q.  Do  the  books  show  7 — A.  They  would  show  in  due  course  of  time.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  are  any  entries  in  the  books  or  not.  I  have  nothing  to  do  either  with  the 
bills  payable  or  receivat^le. 

Q.  Are  those  accommodation-notes  t — A.  It  does  not  say  there,  but  I  presume  they  are, 
from  the  amount  I  find  on  the  journal  that  these  notes  are  entered  as  we  very  frequently 
enter  accommodation-notes ;  that  is,  from  bills  receivaj[)le  to  bills  payable.  They  are  charged 
to  bills  receivable  and  credited  to  bills  payable.  When  we  discount  them  we  credit  bills  re- 
ceivable and  when  we  pay  them  we  charge  bills  payable. 

Q.  That  shows  they  are  notes  which  yon  have  got  to  take  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  propose  to  pay  those  notes  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  understand. 


s. 
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Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  There  is  no  evidence  that  they  have  been  disconnted  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know.  BiDs 
receivable  do  not  show  that  they  have  been  discounted. 

By  Bir.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Bat  the  acccount  shows  that  the  firm,  when  those  notes  become  dae,  will  pay  them  !— 
A.  Y^s,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  10,  1676. 
A.  d.  Cattell,  Jr.,  sworn  annd  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ?~  Answer,  I  am. 

Q.  Is  that  the  name  by  which  the  firm  is  known  to  the  public  ? — A.  Yes.  A.  G.  Cattell 
&  Co.  is  eur  usual  signature. 

Q.  Is  there  a  firm  known  by  the  name  and  style  of  E.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  or  Elijah  Cattell 
&  Co.  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  composed  of?— A.  Of  A.  G.  Cattell,  E.G.  Cat- 
tell, J.  P.  Warr,  and  A.  G.  Cattell,  jr. 

Q.  Has  any  other  person  an  interest  in  that  firm  T — A.  Not  of  late  years. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  late  years  f — A.  For  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  In  what  business  is  that  nrm  engaged  or  has  it  been  engaged  f — A.  Grain,  floor, 
feed,  seeds,  &c. 

Q.  Has  it,  at  any  time,  had  any  connection  with  supplying  the  Navy  Department  of  the 
United  States  ? — A.  To  some  slight  extent. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  they  become  naval  contractors  T — A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 
I  have  been  connected  with  the  business  for  seven  years.  I  cannot  answer  beyond  that 
During  the  whole  of  that  time  we  have  done  mere^r  less. 

Q.  Whereabouts  are  the  other  members  of  the  firm  at  the  present  time  ? — A.  I  cannot 
answer  that  question  positively. 

Q.  Are  they  in  the  city  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Warr  is  here,  is  he  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  leave  the  city  f — ^A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 
I  was  away  at  the  time  myself  on  a  pleasure-trip,  and  on  my  return  I  found  him  absent. 

Q.  When  did  you  return  f — A.  About  a  week  ago.   He  was  then  absent. 

Q.  Anl  you  don't  know  where  he  is  at  the  present  time  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  the  books  of  your  firm  ? — A.  I  received  the  subpoena  on  Saturday,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  our  book-keeper,  and  he  has  given  me  books  whicn  I  have  below.  I  can  say 
that  my  father  is  on  his  way  home,  and  we  are  looking  for  him  here  to-morrow.  * 

Q.  Do  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  own  property  in  the  town  of  MerchantviUe  f 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  Paymaster  Russell  own  a  place  there  7 — A.  No,  sir :  not  to  my  knowledge  « 
I  suppose  I  ought  to  preface  my  statement  with  one  assertion,  and  that  is,  I  am  conneOecS 
with  the  grain  Dusiness  ;  that  has  been  my  business,  and  is  to-day. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  yon  have  no  knowledge  connected  with  naval  affairs  ? — A^^ 
Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaii&ian  : 

Q.  Where  are  your  naval  accounts  kept? — ^A.-  There,  in  those  books.  [Produced  in  an 
BW^r  to  the  subpoena.  ] 

Q.  All  your  transactions  for  and  on  account  of  the  Navy  are  kept  in  those  books  t~. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.  have  no  other  books  than  these  f — A.  Not  to  m 
knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Has  not  there  been  a  firm  of  the  name  of  £.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.  f— A.  No^  sir;  not 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  Who  is  the  book-keeper  of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.J— A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wanr. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  such  ? — A.  About  twenty  years. 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  know  nothing  more  about  the  business  of  the  firm  than 
shown  by  these  books,  and  know  nothing  about  the  manner  ot  keeping  these  books  T— . 
That  is  so  exactly. 
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Philadelphia,  Saturday,  April  22,  1876. 
Dell  Noblit,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Noblit,  Brown,  Noblif  &  Co.  ?— Answer.  I  am. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  D.  &  J.  Noblit? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Noblit  &  Co.  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  You  also  conduct  some  business  under  your  own  name  of  Del)  Noblit,  jr.,  do  you  not  ? 
— A.  I  do. 

Q.  In  either  one  of  those  firms,  or  with  the  business  conducted  in  your  own  name,  is  there 
any  person  interested  with  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  trust  or  otherwise,  connected  with 
the  Navy  Department  or  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  anything,  whether  in  money  or  property,  or  bonds,  or  anything  of  value, 
in  trust  or  for  the  use  of  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  O.  Bradford,  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy  ? — 
A.  Ye6,  sir.  I  have  known  Mr.  Bradford  for  some  years.  He  used  to  visit  my  father's  family 
when  I  was  a  child.  I  think  my  brother  and  he  studied  toeether  for  the  ministry.  I  have 
known  him  for  a  period  of  years,  although  I  never  had  much  intercourse  with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  period  of  time,  or  about  the  period  of  time,  that  he  went  into  the 
Navy  as  a  paymaster  ? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  about  it.     I  did  not  know  him  well  then. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  property  or  estate  tbat  he  has  outside  of  the  income  of  his  office  ? — 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  acquired  any  estate  by  inheritance  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  his  circumstances. 

Q.  One  of  your  firms  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Bradford,  is  it  not,  to  a  very  large  amount  ? — A. 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Can  you  approximate  the  amount  that  you  have  received  from  the  Navy  Department 
since  the  year  1871  through  your  various  firms  ? — A.  I  should  judge  in  the  combined  names 
during  that  time  I  have  received  from  $500,000  to  $600,000. 

Q.  No  larger  amount  than  that  ?— A.  I  think  not.  I  am  speaking  now  simply  from 
memory,  and  from  my  judgment  in  the  matter  I  do  not  believe,  all  told,  that  it  would  reach 
over  $600,000. 

Q.  Have  you  been  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  fees  or  commissions  or  pay- 
ment for  services  received  by  your  firm  oryourself  or  any  other  person  for  services  rendered  to 
contractors  or  parties  dealing  with  the  Navy  Department,  or  any  of  its  agents  ? — A.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  ever  receiving  anything  in  the  way  of  commissions  or  fees  from  any  contractors. 

Q.  Or  any  interest  with  any  person  who  has  received  such  fees  or  commissions  ? — A.  No, 
sir.  I  have  never  had  any  one  interested  in  any  business  transactions  with  the  Government 
outside  of  my  firm  and  myself.     I  have  myself  paid  commissions  for  two  contracts.  .^tfi 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  pay  such  commissions? — A.  To  Elijah  Cattell.  I  suppose  I  have 
paid  him  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  $8,000  on  orders  which  I  felt  satisfied  he  in- 
fluenced  in  coming  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  provisions  and  clothing.  I  had  often 
thought  I  would  like  to  sell  a  great  many  more  goods  to  the  Department  and  to  the  bureau, 
«nd  1  took  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  trying  to  sell  to  them .  I  thought  the  Government  was 
«  good  party  to  sell  to,  and  I  took  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  trying  to  get  trade  from  it,  and 
^whenever  the  opportunity  offered  I  would  speak.  During  the  excitement  in  Cuba  I  got  some 
orders  from  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 

Q.  Was  it  upon  that  specially  that  you  paid  Mr.  Cattell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  orders  I  got 
from  the  bureaus,  however,  which  Mr.  Cattell  had  no  interest  in. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  Cattell  or  did  Mr.  Cattell  come  to  you  in  reference  to  these  com- 
missions ? — A.  Mr.  Cattell  was  in  the  bank.  He  stepped  in  to  see  me,  and  we  tallied  of 
current  matters  that  had  taken  place.  He  kept  his  account  there,  and  was  iu  almost  every 
day. 

Q.  Did  he  say  to  you  that  he  could  get  those  contracts  or  agreements  turned  in  70ur 
<direction  or  did  you  ask  him  to  have  them  turned  7 — A.  I  solicited  him  to  try.  I  said,  **  VVhy 
cannot  Philadelphia  furnish  part  of  these  things  ?'*  I  knew  New  York  was  doing  a  large 
1t>osiness,  or  I  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  from  what  I  had  heard.  I  did  not  know 
why  Philadelphia  could  not  get  part  of  the  Navy  trade.  I  had  been  trying  for  many  years 
to  get  a  portion  of  the  trade  diverted  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 

Q.  What  induced  you  to  invoke  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Cattell  without  gt)ing  directly  to 
the  Department  t— A.  I  knew  Mr.  Cattell  was  going  down  to  Washington  very  frequently, 
«nd  when  he  went  down  I  used  to  say  to  him,  **If  there  is  anything  that  you  can  hear  of 
Anything  that  is  going  on  which  is  to  be  bid  for,  I  would  like  you  to  look  after  it.    Any  in- 
formation that  you  can  get  I  should  like  to  know,  so  that  I  can  put  in  a  proposal.'* 

Q.  You  are  president  of  the  Com  Exchange  Bank,  and  as  such  you  are  in  receipt  of  a 
salary ;  vonr  bank  does  a  great  deal  of  business ;  you  are  als3  a  member  of  the  firm  of  D. 
^  J.  Noolit,  Noblit  &  Co.,  and  Noblit,  Brown  Noblit  &  Co.,  and  yet,  as  I  understand  yon, 
jou  solicited  this  assistance  from  Mr.  Cattell  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  felt  as  if  I  would  like  Iq  dic^ 
-t.    I  felt  as  if  I  would  like  to  do  all  the  business  I  could.     U  1  eovxV^  ^^X  ^w^  <^l  >^\^ti^ 
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bureau  orders,  of  course  I  wanted  to  till  them.   I  wrote  a  good  many  letters  to  the  Depart- 
ment myself. 

Q.  The  ostensible  business  of  £.  G.  Cattell  or  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  was  a  ^ain  basiness 
here,  was  it  not  f — A.  Thej  were  in  the  grain  business. 

Q.  Did  they  baye  an)r.other  ostensible  business  ? — A.  They  had  their  p^r&in  business,  I 
belieye,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  thej  had  anything  special  outside  of  it  or  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  purchasing-paymaster,  Mr.  Russell,  at  this  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.'  Do  you  know  upon  whose  solicitation  or  recommendation  he  was  appointed  paymas- 
ter here  f— A.  The  first  acquaintance  1  had  with  Mr.  Russell  was  when  he  was  introdaced 
to  me  after  he  was  appointed.  I  cannot  remember  the  tiame  of  the  party  who  introdaced 
me  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  upon  whose  recommendation  he  was  designated  for  duty  here  ^—k.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  when  he  was  relieyed  as  purchasing^paymaster  and  afterward  re-instat- 
ed, upon  whose  recommendation  and|solicitation  that  re-instatement  took  place  7 — A.  No«  sir; 
I  do  not.  1  do  not  know  that  I  was  eyer  asked  that. question.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever 
talked  the  matter  oyer  with  anybody.  If  I  eyer  spoke  of  it  I  might  haye  said  to  parties  that 
he  was  a  yery  excellent  gentleman,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  him  went. 

Q.  Haye  you  extended  any  accommodation  to  him  f — A.  I  haye  loaned  Mr.  Russell  mon- 
ey occasionally  when  he  has  asked  for  it,  and  it  has  always  been  paid.  Eyery  loan  that  I 
eyer  made  to  him,  to  my  knowledge,  has  been  paid. 

Q.  I  notice  upon  your  books  that  in  September,  1874,  you  loaned  him  the  sum  of  $600.— 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  was  paid,  as  purports  to  be  shown  on  your  books,  on  March  6,  1876.  I  notice 
farther  upon  your  books  that  in  the  credit  entry  which  is  made  of  that  sum  upon  your  ledg- 
er there  is  an  erasure.  I  notice  farther  that  there  is  an  erasure  in  the  same  book  under 
loan-account  occurring  where  the  entry  is  made  of  the  sam  of  $2,000,  loaned  to  A.  G.  Cat- 
tell &  Co. — A.  Those  two  erasures  I  made  myself.  When  I  came  to  look  at  my  loan-ac- 
count, the  first  thing  that  struck  me  there  was  a  credit  to  profit  and  loss  of  $600  to  Mr.  Ras- 
sell.  It  was  wrong,  and  I  knew  it  because  I  held  in  my  yault  fifty  shares  of  the  stock  of  the 
Pennsylyania  transferred  with  Mr.  Russell's  note  as  security  for  the  loan,  and  the  moment  I 
saw  it  I  erased  it.  It  was  a  wrong  entry ;  how  it  came  to  be  made  there  I  do  not  know. 
Who  entered  it  to  profit  and  loss  1  do  not  know.  I  howeyer  knew  the  fact  that  it  was  sd 
error,  and  it  was  the  satne  way  with  Mr.  CattelPs  account.  Mr.  Cattell  borrowed  that  monej 
from  our  firm  just  the  same  as  I  would  borrow  it  of  any  other  gentleman,  and  I  charged 
him  with  it  on  my  oash-book.  It  shows  in  both  of  those  instances  loans  mode  to  both  of 
those  gentlemen.  But  why  they  were  posted  into  my  ledger  into  profit  and  loss  I  do  not 
know.    I  said  at  once  *'  Wny  was  this  aone^f*  and  I  erased  it. 

Q.  Turning  to  your  ledger  at  a  date  apparently  contemporaneous  with  the  loan,  Septem- 
ber 30, 1874, 1  find  these  two  sums ;  that  is  to  say,  $300,  and  $2,000  charged  to  contingeDt 
account,  and  there  an  erasure  occurs  again.  How  do  you  explain  that  ? — A.  I  think  you  * 
will  find  that  those  two  amounts  under  contingent  account  were  taken  from  profit  and  loss 
account  after  that  matter  was  erased.  They  were  there  in  profit  and  loss  account,  and  I  did 
not  know  how  to  fix  them  or  where  they  could  be  except  to  take  them  out  from  there.  They 
were  there  in  that  account,  which  was  a  wrong  account  They  were  taken  from  that  aceount 
and  put  oyer  in  contingent  account. 

Q.  Those  erasures  were  made  when  ?—  A.  Those  erasures  were  made  when  I  discoyered 
the  entry  in  the  loan-account  in  that  condition. 

Q.  When  did  you  discoyer  that  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  cannot  say  how  long  it  has 
been,  for  I  really  do  not  know. 

Q.  Has  it  been  within  this  past  year  ? — A.  It  was  within  this  past  year. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  within  the  last  six  or  eight  weeks? — A.  It  has  been  within  the  last 
six  or  eight  weeks,  but  the  time  I  cannot  tell  exactly.  It  is,  say  within  a  period  of  seyeral 
weeks,  that  I  discoyered  these  errors. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  happen  to  be  looking  at  those  accounts  at  that  time  ? — A.  I 
do  not  know  exactly  what  led  me  first  to  look  at  the  accounts.  I  was  looking  oyer  my 
books  to  see  how  the  accounts  stood,  and  I  knew  there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  the 
imatter  of  inyestigating  the  Nayy.  I  was  only  looking  to  see  how  my  accounts  stood.  As 
I  had  done  business  with  the  ^avy  Department,  I  expected,  of  coarse,  as  a  member  of  mj 
firm  and  having  done  such  business,  that  I  would  be  called  upon. 

Q.  Did  you  notify  Mr.  Russell  that  this  matter  was  standing  open  and  must  be  closed, 
or  did  he  come  to  you  f  I  refer  to  the  loan  of  $600. — A.  I  notified  Mr.  Rusaell  that  the  ac- 
count was  standing  open. 

Q.  I  notice  in  your  books,  further,  that  in  several  instances,  at  least,  expense-account  is 
charged  with  several  items  delivered  to  Mr.  Russell.  Do  you  know  what  constitutes  those 
items  ?~A.  I  do  not.  I  <to  not  know  of  any  expense- account  with  Mr.  Russell.  If  there  is 
any  expense-account,  if  it  is  for  money,  it  is  an  error  in  making  it  expense-account  instead 
of  a  loan.    There  has  been  nothing  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  at  no  time  given  any  commission  or  made  any  deduction  on  the  sales  yon 
made  to  Mr.  RnsseU,  \nuT\ng  lo  V\a  Xi^Tx^^V.^ — k.  "^^i^  \  da  tiot  know  that  I  have  ever  sold 
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'.  Russell  a  dollar's  worth  of  merchaDdise,  except  that  I  might  have  sold  it  at  wholesale 
prices  or  somethlDe  of  that  kind.  I  might  have  sold  to  him  at  trade  prices  as  I  would  have 
sold  to  a  iobber.    I  do  not  know  ^ni  what  he  has  always  paid  regular  wholesale  prices  for 

»rchandise. 


Q.  Is  his  account  for  merchandise  with  your  various  firms  yet  settled  7 — A.  It  was  not, 
tlie  last  time  I  saw  it 

Q.  Uow  long  has  it  been  standing  open  T — A.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  did  not  know  he  had 
Any  merchandise-account  against  the  firm  until  recently.  I  supposed  all  the  accounts  had 
't>eeD  settled.  I  knew  that  there  had  been  money  passing  and  money  paid  for  bills  and 
merchandise,  and  I  did  not  know  whether  they  were  all  settled  or  not.  I  had  not  looked 
at  my  books.  I  did  not  know  how  they  were.  X  have  not  been  paying  active  attention  to 
my  business,  since  I  have  been  president  of  the  bank,  for  the  past  five  years. 

Q.  I  notice  further  on  in  your  books,  under  date  January  12,  1872,  the  sum  of  |250  to 
Bf  r.  A.  G.  Cattell  for  presents.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  that  trnusaction  f — ^A.  I  have 
a  recollection  of  this  kind  in  reference  to  Mr.  Cattell ;  that  is,  of  agreeing  to  give  some- 
thing toward  making  a  bridal  present  to  Mrs.  Robeson.  Mr.  Cattell  was  going  to  b^y  some 
present,  and  I  contributed  something  for  that  purpose.    I  have  no  other  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  I  notice  another  charge  of  the  sum  of  |500,  paid  to  Mir.  A.  O.  Cattell  in  1874.  Has 
that  any  connection  with  an  electioneering  fund  f — A.  It  may  )iave  been  an  election  fund 
for  New  Jersey.  It  may  have  been  for  that  purpose.  I  may  have  subscribed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  it  to  himf— A.  I  did  give  him  some  money  for  elaction  pur* 
pose«. 

Q.  How  much  7 — A.  I  think  that  was  the  sum,  now  yon  bring  it  to  my  recollection.  I 
remember  giving  him  the  money  for  election  purposes.  He  was  chairman  of  tba  committee 
getting  up  funds  for  the  campaign.  If  my  memory  serves  me,  it  was  in  New  Jersey.  He 
said  it  was  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  campaign.  I  told  him  I  would  be  willing  to  con- 
trihute  my  mite  for  the  benefit  of  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  contribute  any  other  sums  of  money  to  A.  G.  Cattell  or  £.  G.  Cattell,  for 
election  purposes,  or  for  presents  7 — A.  Nothing  to  my  rmiembranoe,  excepting  once  a  hun- 
<3red  dollars  for  electiou  purposes.  That  was  for  an  election  in  which  Mr.  Cattell  said  that 
he  gave  a  thousand  dollars,  which  he  was  going  to  get  his  friends  to  make  up.  He  asked  me 
for  $100,  and  I  told  him  I  would  give  it  to  him,  and  did  so.  When  he  told  me  he  had  paid 
the  money,  I  gave  him  a  check  for  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  remittances  being  made  by  or  through  the  agency  of  yonrsilf 
or  your  bank,  by  £.  G.  Cattell  to  Mr.  Robeson  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  deposit  or  payment  made  by  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  or  A.  G.  Cattell  A> 
Co. ,  or  £.  G.  Cattell  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Robeson  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  for  any  person  else  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  of  any  transactions  of  Mr. 
/Cattell  with  any  of  the  Departments  whatever.  I  never  spoke  of  the  matter  to  him.  It  never 
entered  my  mind  to  bring  it  in  conversation.  I  never  nad  any  idea  that  there  was  any- 
thing of  the  kind.     I  have  no  data  on  that  point  at  all. 

Q.  At  the  tine  you  paid  £.  G.  Cattell  the  sum  of  $8,000,  have  you  any  knowledge  or  in- 
formation that  that  sum  was  to  be  paid  by  him  or  any  part  thereof  to  any  other  person  ? — 
•^^  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  all  paid  at  once.  It  was  paid  in  various  sums,  at  dl^erent  times. 
*he  $8,000  was  not  all  given  to  him  in  any  one  payment. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  relations  of  £.  G.  Cattell  or  A.  G.  Cattell  with  the 
pnrchasing-pavmaster  at  this  place  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  relations  of  the  company,  or  either  member  of  the 
firm,  with  Mr.  Bradford  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  that. 

Q.  Or  with  Mr.  Watmough  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  it. 
^i.  Do  you  know  of  any  tees,  commissions,  gifts,  or  rewards  of  any  nature  or  description 
h«ing  paid  by  any  one  dealing  with  the  Navy  Department  to  any  ofacer,  agent,  or  employ^ 
^liereoff — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  gift,  present,  or  reward  being  made  by  such  parties  to  a 
"J^mber  of  the  family  of  any  one  connected  with  the  Department  in  any  way  t — A.  No,  sir ; 
^^t  is,  outside  of  myself,  I  do  not.  I  gave  Mrs.  Watmough  a  present  amounting  in  value  to 
J^ont  $158.  I  had  bought  a  set  of  jewelry  for  mv  wife.  I  took  it  home  and  nnfortunateljr 
^^^  Die  she  had  a  set.  I  had  this  on  hand,  and  the  thought  struck  me  that  I  would  send  it 
^  Mrs.  Watmough  as  a  present.  I  did  not  think  there  was  anything  wrong  in  it.  It  was 
piirely  a  present  to  her  of  a  set  of  jewelry. 

Q.  And  besides  that  you  have  no  recollection? — A.  No,  sir;  not  a  dollar. 

^.  Nor  has  your  firm  given  anything? — A.  No,  sir;  not  a  dollar  to  my  knowledge  or 
'Collection.  I  desire  to  say  further,  referring  to  Mr.  Russell's  children,  that  I  ha/e  occa- 
'looally  given  them  little  presents,  of  books,  for  instance. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  either  Mr.  Bradford  or  Mr.  Watmough  or  Mr.  Robeson,  or  any  one 
®^®«  connected  with  the  Navy  Department  holds  any  bonds  or  stocks  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
^'^'^t  fact. 

,    Q.  Or  any  other  property  T — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.    1  do  nolVn^N?  nOci^^w  SXiVj 
"*Ve  anything  whatevf^r. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt  ^ 12 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  you  an  active  politician? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  always  vote  ? — A.  I  generally  vote,  but  that  is  all. 

Q.  Do  you  always  vote  f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  always  even  vote.     I  do  not  think  I 

do. 

Q.  You  do  not  take  much  interest  in  politics  T — A.  Not  at  all ;  I  am  no  politician.  Some- 
times I  would  gfo  to  vote  and  sometimes  I  would  not.  If  my  friends  happened  to  be  around 
me  I  would  go ;  and,  if  not,  I  did  not. 

Q.  In  making  presents  to  A.  G.  Cattell,  were  they  given  with  the  sole  view  to  the  sncceu 
of  the  party  ? — A.  They  were  given  to  Mr.  Cattell  for  electioneering  purposes. 

Q.  nhat  induced  vou  to  give  him  that  money  f  Was  it  solely  with  a  view  to  the  success 
of  the  party,  or  was  there  some  selfish  motive  in  it  7 — A.  1  supposed  it  was  to  aid  the  party. 

Q*  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  was  no  selfish  motive  in  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothini; 
selfish  for  myself,  not  a  bit.  It  was  only  for  the  pure  aid  of  the  party  ;  that  was  all  mj 
contributions  were  for. 

Q.  How  do  you  reconcile  that  with  your  action  in  not  being  particular  whether  you  voted 
or  not  f — A.  Well,  I  am  not  any  politician. 

Q.  In  relation  to  the  presents  which  ^ou  have  made  to  Mr.  Russell's  and  Mr.  Watmonf^h's 
families,  were  there  no  selfish  motives  in  that  f — A.  Nothing  whatever ;  it  was  merely  fnend- 
ship. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  given  the  family  of  any  other  person  connected  with  the  service  in 
Washington  any  presents  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge.  At  the  time  1  was  in 
Washington  I  stopped  at  Mr.  Watmough's  house,  and  was  treated  very  kindly  indeed.  I 
have  known  Mr.  Watmough  for  nearly  nfteen  years.  He  invited  me  to  his  house,  and  took 
me  riding  round  the  city,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  would  like  to  make  him  a  little  present.  He  had 
a  nice  house  and  lived  nicely. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mrs.  Watmough  f— A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  met  Mrs.  Watmough. 
She  was  not  at  her  house  at  the  time  I  was  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Russell's  family  7 — A.  I  have  met  his  wife. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Russell  a  man  of  wealth  f — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all  about  his  circum- 
stances. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  made  some  presents  to  his  children.  Did  you  make  them  fre- 
quently T — A.  They  have  been  out  at  my  house  two  or  three  times,  staying,  perhaps,  from 
Saturday  until  Monday.    I  have  invited  them  there.    His  children  are  young. 

Adjourned. 


Philadelphia,  April  15,  1876. 
Charles  P.  Stratton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  George  M.  Robeson,  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  t — Answer.  I  am. 

Q.  Do  you  reside  in  Camden,  New  Jersey  T — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Robeson  T— A.  Since  about  1845. 

Q.  Have  your  relations  with  him  been  very  intimate  or  confidential  f — A.  Very  much  so, 
durinfiMthe  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  since  he  came  to  Camden. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  extensive  business  relations  with  him  since  he  has  been  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  f — A.  I  never  had  any  very  extensive.business  with  him,  either  before  or  since  or 
at  any  time.    In  fact,  I  have  had  very  little  relations  of  that  kind  with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  money  dealings  with  him  of  any  description  or  character  t— A. 
I  have ;  but  not  verv  extensive.  I  have  loaned  him  money  from  time  to  time  in  former 
years,  when  he  lived  in  Camden. 

Q.  That  was,  of  course,  prior  to  his  becoming  Secretary  of  the  Navy  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  received  money  from  him  since  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  any 
purpose  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  for  what  purpose  ? — ^A.  I  received  money  from  him  in  the  fall 
of  }874  to  be  used  for  political  purposes  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  I  received  money  from 
him  again  in  1875 ;  that  is  all. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  money  that  you  have  received  from  him  since  he  has  been  Secretarj  of 
the  Navy  for  any  purpose  whatever  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  money  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  Mr.  Robeson  from  Mr.  A.  ©• 
Cattell  or  from  £.  Q.  Cattell  t^A,  Mr.  Robeson  gave  me  some  money  last  fall,  ayearifro; 
I  think  it  was  mainly  in  cash.  There  was,  however,  a  check  of  E.  G.  Cattell  on  A.  G.  Cat- 
tell &  Co.  or  A.  G.  Cattell  alone,  I  do  not  know  which  it  was.  That  was  among  the  moJ^J^ 
that  I  received. 


t 
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Q.  Do  jou  remember  tbe  size  of  tbat  cbeck  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  it  was 
1,000  or  |],500  or  $'2,000.  I  think  it  was  one  of  those  sums.  I  have  simplj  a  recollection 
lat  there  was  such  a  check. 

Q.  Can  yon  not  saj  whether  that  was  the  cbeck  of  A.  6.  Cattell  Sc  Co.  or  A.  G.  Cattell 
one  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  tbat ;  I  think  it  was  given  in  1874. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  receiving  a  cbeck  from  either  the  firm  of  A.  O.  Cattell  Sc  Co.,  A. 
Cattell,  or  £.  G.  Cattell,  other  than  this  cbeck  which  you  have  named  ? — A.  That  is  the 
one  that  I  remember  to  have  received. 

Did  you  ever  recive  a  check  from  any  other  person  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Mr.  Bobe- 
m  T — A.  I  never  did. 
Q.  Or  to  be  nsed  under  his  direction  or  control  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  be  ever  given  any  direction  to  you  to  receive  money  or  dispose  of  money  received 
om  any  person  whatever  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  money  came  into  your  hands  for  political  purposes  at  tbe  times  you  refer  to  T 
-A.  In  1874  I  cannot  say  exactlv,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  was  in  tbe  neighborhood  of|5,000. 
1  1873  it  was  not  so  much.  I  think  it  was  not  over  $3,000,  altbougn,  perhaps,  it  might 
ive  been  more.  The  first  sum  I  mentioned  may  have  been  larger ;  but  not  mudi  larger. 
Q.  How  much  was  it  in  1875? — A.  In  1875  I  think  it  was  $;i,000 — it  may  have  been  a 
:tle  more  ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Q.  Is  the  single  instance  of  which  you  have  spoken,  the  only  instance  that  you  have  re- 
el ved  money  from  tbe  Cattells  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  tbat  is  tbe  only  instance. 
Q.  Does  Mr.  Robeson  keep  a  bank-account  with  the  Safe  Deposit  Company,  of  which  you 
'e  a  director  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  never  had  any  money  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  property  Mr.  Robeson  owned  at  the  time  be  became  Secretary  of 
le  Navy  f — A.  He  owned  a  house  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Penn  streets,  in  Camden,  and 
.80  one  in  Third  street,  in  which  his  mother  lives  ;  what  other  property  he  owned  I  do  not 

QOW. 

Q.  Tbe  first  piece  of  property  to  which  yon  refer  is  the  bouse  in  which  his  brother-in-law, 
[r.  Price,  lives,  is  it  not  r — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  sums  of  money  to  which  you  have  referred  were  to  be  used  for  political  pur- 
ises  alone  ? — A.  Altogether. 

Q.  For  some  individual,  or  for  the  benefit  of  his  party  f — A.  They  were  to  be  used  for  tbe 
3uefit  of  tbe  party.  In  1874  the  Secretary  bad  his  own  personal  object  to  accomplish.  The 
loney  was  put  into  my  hands,  although  I  did  not  want  it.  He  preferred  to  give  it  to  me. 
[e  thought  it  would  then  be  fairlv  disbursed. 

Q.  Was  tbat  sum  of  money  disbursed  in  the  State  election  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Was  any  of  it  disbursed  after  the  members  of  the  legislature  were  elected  f — A.  No,  sir ; 
was  all  gone  when  election-night  came.  I  gave  it  to  prominent  politicians  throughout  the 
istrict ;  men  who  were  running  for  tbe  legislature,  throughout  the  first  congressional  dis- 
ict  generally,  I  think.  I  cannot  tell  what  became  of  it  all,  but  it  went  into  the  bands  of 
eop&  who  ran  for  tbe  legislature  generally,  or  to  their  friends. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  What  relation  did  you  bold  to  tbe  republican  party  in  your  party  organizations  t— A. 
did  not  hold  any.    I  was  not  a  member  ot  any  executive  committee  of  tbe  party. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  conference  with  the  executive  committees  of  the  party  f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  yon  inform  them  that  you  had  money  to  be  used  for  party  purposes  f — ^A.  Yes, 
r :  tbe  prominent  men  all  knew  it. 

Q.  Dia  you  take  tbe  direction  of  the  leaders  of  the  organization  as  to  the  disbursement  of 
le  money? — A.  Yes,  sir;  entirely.  I  do  not  know  that  tbe  secretary  ever  made  a  sugges- 
on  as  to  whom  it  should  go,  except  tbat  it  should  be  well  used  for  the  purpose  for  which 
was  given. 

Q.  Was  any  of  it  spent  for  bribery  7— A.  Not  a  dollar,  as  far  as  I  know.  I  did  not,  of 
mrse,  attend  to  tbe  disbursement  of  small  sums. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  Secretanr  had  his  own  purpose  to  accomplish  during  the  campaign 
'  1874.  What  did  yon  mean  by  tbat  remark  ? — A.  Everybody  knows  that  tbe  Secretary 
as  aspiring  at  that  time,  in  tbe  fall  of  1874,  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  if  tbe  legisla- 
ire  had  been  republican,  be  undoubtedly  would  have  been  a  candidate. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  tbe  money  in  1875  ? — A.  It  was  spent  in  the  same  way ;  it  went 
r  the  general  good  of  the  party. 

Q.  Was  the  Secretary  then  aspiring  to  the  Senate? — ^A.  No;  be  bad  no  ax  to  grind  then 
lat  I  know  of.    He  merely  gave  it  as  a  prominent  man  of  the  party  in  the  State. 

Q.  Were  there  other  contributions  by  other  men  in  tbe  party  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  large  sums  of  money  were  expended  on  those  elections  throughout  tbe  State? — A. 
es,  sir ;  a  great  deal  of  money. 

Q.  Didyouyourself  contribute?— A.  No;  nothing  of  any  account.  I  never  do  contribute 
ay  .'  um  of  magnitude. 

Q.  Are  you  a  republican  7 — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Were  you  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  that  was  bis  own  pw80i\%\  e^)U'^\^X>^W«^,  ct 
lat  it  was  g^ven  by  other  parties  ?—A.  He  gave  it  to  mo  aa  \x\%  own  m^U'crj,  vo\i^  wa«A.m 
"ke political  canvaaa  then  peuding. 
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Q.  Did  you  not  understand  from  him,  farther,  that  it  had  been  made  up  to  him  by  other 
people? — A.  Not  at  all.  He  said  he  would  rather  g'lYQ  the  monej  to  me  than  to  give  it  to 
the  local  committees.    I  distributed  it  all. 

Q.  Did  jou  go  about  the  district? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  left  mj  office. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  70U  hold  a  public  position? — A.  I  am  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleaA. 

Q.  Have  not  your  relations  with  the  Secretary  been  of  the  most  intimate  and  confidential 
character? — A.  I  think  they  have. 

Q.  In  addition,  have  you  not  from  time  to  tine  made  out  lists  of  men  to  be  employed  in 
the  navy'Vard  at  Philadelphia  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  forwarded  those  lists  to  the  Secretary  7 — A.  I  have— perhaps  not  lists,  but  two  or 
three  names  at  a  time,  and  sometimes  perhaps  half  a  dozen. 

Q.  And  the  reply  has  come  to  you  directly  to  see  the  officers  of  the  yard,  and  have  the 
men  put  on  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  they  generally  sent  an  order  direct  to  the  men  who  were  to  be 
employed.  Men  about  there  have  been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  me,  and  have  for  years,  and 
to  Mr.  A.  C.  Scovel,  and  three  or  four  other  prominent  men  around  there. 

Q.  Have  you  not  gone  over  to  the  navy-yard  yourself  and  said  to  the  officers  of  the  yard 
that  you  had  information  from  the  Secretary  that  these  men,  a  list  of  whose  names  you  bad, 
were  directed  to  be  employed  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  been  at  the  navy-yard 
but  once  in  ten  years. 

Q.  Have  you  not  written  such  notes  or  letters  to  them  t — A.  I  do  not  think  I  have ;  I  do 
not  recollect  of  any  such  thing. 

Q.  At  any  time  when  you  may  have  recommended  parties  to  be  employed,  have  you  meo- 
tioned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  party  that  such  men 
should  be  employed  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  have ;  it  is  possrhle  that  I  may  hsre 
done  so,  although  I  did  not  generally  do  that.  I  have  said  such  and  such  a  man  wants  to 
be  employed,  and  I  hav«  written  those  letters,  hundreds  of  them,  in  the  most  formal  wsj. 
A  large  proportioa  of  them  never  received  any  attention. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  You  said  some  time  ago  that  for  years  you  and  certain  other  gentlemen  had  hem:^ 
applied  to  ;  you  were  interrupted  just  then  and  did  not  quite  finish  your  sentence.    Wlaa^ 
were  you  going  to  say  T — A.  I  hardly  recollect ;  the  Messrs.  Scovel  had  b^en  applied  to  »xa&       \ 
Mr.  Battles  and  Captain  Lee,  the  postmaster. 

Q.  What  have  you  been  applied  to  for  f— A.  For  letters  for  persons  to  be  employed  in  '^^ 
navy-yard — to  sign  petitions  or  recommendations. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  pains  to  know  whether  these  men  were  competent  for  the  poeition 
sought  t— A.  Sometimes  I  have;  I  never  recommended  anybody  that  I  did  not  think 
competent,  at  least  in  such  a  way  that  I  thought  it  would  amount  to  anything.    I  si_ 
great  many  recommendations- of  that  kind  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  the  parties  gene; 
came  to  me  recommended.    I  have  always  made  an  effort  in  recommending  persons  to  2 
ommend  suitable  persons. 

Q.  You  had  two  systems,  had  you  not ;  if  you  really  wanted  a  man  you  wrote  a  priu 
letter  to  the  Secretary,  and  if  you  did  not  you  signed  a  petition  ^ — A.  Well,  yes  ;  petiti 
are  never  expected  to  amount  to  anything,  and  the  private  letters  sometimes  did  and  m 
freguently  did  not. 

Q.  Were  yon  more  successful  in  putting  in  men  than  your  associates  whom  yon 
named  ? — ^A.  No,  I  do  not  think  so ;  it  has  only  been  within  the  last  year  or  two  that  I  b 
been  at  all  successful. 

Q.  Did  you  do  such  things  before  Secretary  Robeson  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  presume  we  never  should  have  had  applications  from  our  side  of  the  river 
from  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  came  from  Camden,  and  that  encouraged  every  ship-carp*i^^°' 
ter,  laborer,  painter,  or  calker ;  and  all  of  that  description  of  employes,  to  try  to  get  into  ^^^*^ 
navy-yard.     The  result  was,  that  there  was  a  continual  application  on  the  part  of  those 
pie  to  get  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  interested  in  any  claim  put  through  the  Navy  Department? 
Yes,  sir ;  one  claim. 

Q.  What  was  that? — A.  The  man's  name  was  Stitz.  or  Stiles,  who  owned  the  claim  01 
inally,  but  it  was  put  into  my  hands  by  Jim  Scovel,  of  Camden ;  he  said  it  belonged  to  a  frie^ 
or  client  of  his,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  use  my  influence  with  the  Secretary  to  get  it  p  ^ 
he  thought  it  was  a  just  claim,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  been  paid  years  before,  and  he 
sired  to  have  it  presented.     I  was  rather  reluctant  to  do  so.  but  1  ultimately  filed  the  ap 
cation.    I  never  expected  much  would  come  of  i^,  but  it  was  paid  in  the  oourse^of  a  year 
think. 

Q.  What  was  that  claim  for  ?— A.  It  was  for  iron>work  of  some  description  furnished 
the  navy -yard,  I  think,  during  the  war ;  along  about  1863  or  16G4. 

Q.  Was  that  a  claim  undeT  l\i«  ^TON\&\oii%  ^l  ^^  \w  iWt  entitled  contractors  with 
Government  to  increnaed  compeii*«i\AOTi^ — fei.«  \i%.'Cafc\  >\vysii..\N.^v'^^^v 
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Q.  Do  joti  remember  the  name  of  the  origiDal  contractor  f — A.  I  think,  as  I  have  said,  that 
it  was  Stitz  or  Stiles. 

Q.  What  year  was  it  paid  in7~A.  It  was  not  very  lonj^  after  the  Secretary  became  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  that  I  made  the  application.  I  think  it  was  piiid  within  a  year  or  two  of 
that  time.  I  do  not  remember  exactly  when  he  went  there,  but  I  think  it  was  paid  either  in 
1869  or  1870. 

By  Mt.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  large  a  claim  was  it? — A.  I  do  not  remember  exactly;  I  think  it  was  about 
$2,000. 

Q.  What  compensation  did  you  receive  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  distinctly,  but  I 
made  the  bargain  with  Scovel,  and  I  think  I  was  to  g^t  $600;  I  think  that  is  what  I  received. 

Q.  Have  you  heea  interested  in  any  other  claim  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  interested  in  any  contracts  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  received  any  fees  or  commissions  from  any  contracts  or  agreements 
with  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  aided  or  assisted  in  putting  through  such  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  officer  of  the  Navy  Department,  or  connected  with  the  naval 
service  in  anv  way,  receiving  any  fees,  or  commissions,  or  gift,  or  presents  7 — A.  I  do  not. 
You  have  spoken  about  my  assisting  in  getting  men  work ;  I  think  I  got  some  work  for  a 
concern  over  in  Camden.  I  think  it  was  procured  through  my  solicitation  ;  it  was  the  firm 
of  Wood  &,  Dialogue,  machine-men  and  iron- workers  over  there.  Mr.  Wood  came  to  me 
some  two  years  ago,  perhaps,  and  said  he  had  been  tryinp^  to  get  some  work  from  the  Navy 
Department;  that  they  had  an  establishment  there  capable  of  doing  work,  and  he  thought  it 
rather  hard  that  the  ^cretary  did  not  do  anything  for  them ;  he  asked  me  if  I  would  not  in- 
terest myself  in  their  behalf,  and  if  I  could  not  get  them  something,  saying  they  w^re  a 
Camden  concern  and  that  the  Secretary  ought  to  give  them  a  little  work.  I  did  speak  to 
the  Secretary  about  it  auite  recently,  and  shortly  afterward,  t  think  as  the  result  of  my  ap- 
plication to  him,  they  aid  get  some  work.  I  understood  that  they  got  about  $30,000  or 
140,000  worth  of  machine- work.  But  when  Mr.  Wood  was  talking  with  me,  he  said  he 
wanted  to  talk  with  me  as  a  professional  gentleman,  and  wanted  to  employ  me  about  the 
matter,  desiring  me  to  act  as  nis  advocate  in  presenting  his  claim.  I  did  so,  and  he  got  that 
amount  of  worK.  It  may  have  been  due  to  mv  efforts  or  may  not,  and  I  do  not  know  about 
that ;  I  have,  however,  never  heard  from  him  in  the  way  of  remuneration  from  that  day  to 
this,  although  I  thought  it  would  have  been  a  fair  thing  for  him  to  have  compensated  me. 
We  made  no  agpreement,  nor  have  I  ever  asked  him  for  any  money,  nor  has  he  ever  paid  me 
any. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  Have  you  ever  charged  him  anythiug  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  called  upon  him  in  reference  to  it  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  thought  if 
he  did  not  see  fit  to  pay  me,  he  need  not  do  it ;  it  may  1  avc  been  that  I  did  not  get  the  work 
for  him  ;  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  How  long  since  did  this  occur  ? — A.  It  is  about  two  years  ago,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  that  pending  the  election  in  1874  7^A.  No.  sir  ;  I  don't  think  it  was  until  after 
the  election.  It  was  before  that  time  that  he  came  to  me — along  through  the  preceding 
summer,  I  think.     I  don*t  think  he  got  his  work  until  the  following  winter. 

Q.  State  if  the  securing  of  that  contract  for  Wood  &  Dialogue, had  anytbinr  to  do  with 
the  pending  election  in  the  State  ? — A.  Not  the  remotest  connection,  so  far  as  I  thought  at 
the  time  or  believed. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  contract  that  they  have  ever  had  with  the  Navy  Department  7— A.  So 
far  as  I  know,  it  is.  Somebody  told  me,  and  I  saw  it  so  stated  in  the  paper,  that  they  were 
rebuilding  the  old  Constitution,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  as  I  hear  it. 

Q.  The  old  Constitution  is  at  their  yard,  is  she  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  fact  or  circumstance  that  will  aid  this  committee  in  the  investiga- 
tion in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  wit,  the  detection  of  errors,  abuses,  or  frauds  in  the  naval 
service  f — A.  I  do  not;  I  have  told  you  all  that  I  know.  With  respect  to  this  Stitz  claim, 
I  would  like  to  say  that  after  Mr.  Robeson  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  people  knowing 
that  I  had  been  intimate  with  him  thought  probably  that  they  could  reach  him  through  me, 
and  s  good  many  applications  were  made  by  persons  desiring  to  get  this,  that  or  the  other 
thing  introduced  into  the  Navy  Department — ship's  pumps,  patent  blocks,  and  all  sorts  of 
naval  contrivances ;  and,  occasionally,  when  such  applications  came  from  a  client  or  friend, 
I  have  written  in  their  behalf,  but  I  never  got  a  favorable  response,  and  never  heSrd  of  any 
of  those  things.  When  this  claim  was  left  with  me  by  Scovel,  I  had  no  expectation  that 
anything  would  result  from  it,  and  I  never  saw  the  Secretary,  about  it.  I  wrote  a  letter  and 
present4^  it,  and  it  is  possible  I  may  have  spoken  to  him  casuallv  about  it  when  I  saw  him, 
but  I  never  pressed  the  thing  or  pushed  it  at  all.  Some  time  afterward^  and  \t  tda;^  Vv^^ 
been  six  months  or  longer,  I  saw  him  in  New  York  or  on  the  cats  and  asV.Qd\iVav  «^QQM^  ^^ 
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claim,  if  it  had  been  investigated  or  if  be  bad  foreotten  it.  He  said  that  be  bad  it  looked 
into,  and  be  was  iDclined  to  believe  it  was  a  good  claim  and  would  be  paid.  I  was  some- 
wbat  surprised,  and  after  tbat  I  followed  it  up,  and  tbe  result  was  I  gfot  tbe  monej.  I  uerer 

{)ressed  tne  claim.     Mr.  Scovel  was  a  great  deal  more  active  about  it  tban  I  was.    He  wrote 
etters  continually  about  it  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  and  to  tbe  beads  of  bureaus. 

Q.  Wbat  other  service,  except  seeing  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  and  writing  to  him,  did 
you  perform  in  connection  with  tbat  claim  7 — A.  I  did  not  do  anything  at  all,  except  to 
speak  to  him,  as  I  may  have  met  him.  I  did  not  give  myself  very  much  trouble  about  it. 
1  presume  tbat  it  was  acclaim  which  was  paid  upon  its  merits,  for  I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  outside  influence  tbat  bad  mucb  to  do  with  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Yon  have  been  asked  what  property  the  Secretary  bad  when  be  became  Secretarr.io 
Camden:  do  you  know  whether  tie  has  any  more  property  now  ? — A.  I  do  not;  I  do  oot 
know  of  an  investment  tbat  be  has  made  since  be  became  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy. 


Philadelphia,  Jpr'U  10,1*76. 
John  Noblitt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  at  any  time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown  &,  Co.,  or  of  D. 
&  J.  Noblitt  f — Answer.  Yes  ;  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  D.  &,  J.  Noblitt. 

Q.  State  how  long  you  have  been  associated  with  that  firm. — A.  Tbe  firm  of  D.&J. 
Noblitt  commenced  in  January,  1850. 

Q.  Has  it  been  in  existence  ever  since  f — A.  Yes ;  and  it  is  in  existence  now.  Tbe  firm 
of  Noblitt,  Brown  &  Noblitt  commenced  in  1856.  That  was  composed  of  D.  and  J.  Noblitt 
and  Mr.  Brown. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  firm  in  which  either  Del.  Noblitt  or  yourself  were  members  ?— A. 
No,  sir ;  not  at  tbat  time. 

Q.  Has  there  been  since  f — A.  My  brother  is  tbe  president  of  tbe  Corn  Exchange  Bank, 
and  our  business  got  jumbled  up  a  good  bit  by  having  so  many  firm-names.  My  brother,  in 
contradistinction  nom  all  other  firms,  and  to  separate  our  business,  took  out  a  license  in  tbe 
name  of  Noblitt  &  Co.  I  think  that  was  about  two  years  ago.  Some  business  has  been 
done  in  tbat  name,  especially  business  in  connection  with  tbe  Navy. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  long  did  the  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown  &  Noblitt  continue  7— A.  It  is  in  exidteoce 
yet,  but  I  drew  out  of  it  and  put  a  younger  brother  in  my  place. 

By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  did  you  draw  out  of  tbe  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown  <fe  Noblitt  ?— A.  I  think  in  It^ 
or  1866.    I  had  a  younger  brother  and  gave  bim  my  place; 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  of  telling  tnis  committee  tbe  extent  of  your  business  with  tbe 
Navy  under  tbe  various  firm-names  since  the  year  1871  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  can  make  a  guw 
at  the  business  of  D.  &  J.  Noblitt  in  connection  with  tbe  Navy.  We  did  a  very  considerable 
business.  I  should  suppose  that  altogether  from  1871 — from  tbe  four  years  from  1871  up  to 
a  year  ago^we  might  have  done  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars*  worth  of  bosinees. 
Some  of  that  was  done  during  tbe  Cuban  excitement.  Tbat  amount  would  be  sbovrn  by 
our  books.  During  tbe  Cuban  excitement,  when  there  was  a  very  considerable  amount  pur* 
chased,  we  furnished  a  good  deal  of  material,  especially  provisions  and  clothing.  We  migbt 
have  furnished  something  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars*  worth  of  provisiona 
and  clothing  for  this  yard.  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  done  any  business  with  the  Navj 
in  the  past  year,  with  tbe  exception  of  one  transaction,  of  some  iron  tbat  I  bought  mjielf, 
individually. 

Q.  Wbat  is  Mr.  Brown's  full  name?— A.  Willard  S.  Brown. 

Q.  Were  any  other  persons  interested  with  you  in  these  contracts? — A.  No,  sir;  non« 
whatever.  We  never  had  anybody  associated  with  any  of  our  business  but  ourselves.  We 
commenced  doing  business  with  the  Navy  Department  in  1853.  We  have  done  businesa 
under  all  the  different  administrations  up  to  this  time,  and  I  do  not  think  anybody  is  mora 
&miliar  with  the  Navy  wants  than  we  are,  from  our  long  experience. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  your  firm  supplying  to  tbe  extent  of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars f — A.  Yes ;  in  the  four  years  from  1871 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  confine  yourself  to  one  firm,  or  to  all  tbe  firms  ?— A.  My  brother  baa 
done  business  himself  with  tbe  navy-yard — that  is,  Del  Noblitt,  jr.— and  sometimes  be  has 
done  it  in  bis  own  name,  and  sometimes  Noblitt  &  Co.  He  does  business  for  himself,  and 
is  interested  in  a  great  many  things,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  drop  thai  NobV\U  &  Co.&ix\^  %o  «a  li^t  lo  mix  up  our  correspondence. 
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Q.  Let  ns  understand  each  other.  You  were  of  the  firm  of  D.  &  J.  Noblitt,  and  then  there 
was  Noblitt,  Brown,  Nobiitt  &  Co.  f^A.  Yes ;  that  was  the  firm  after  I  drew  out.  Some  of 
^e  clerks  were  taken  in  as  partners. 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  do  yon  mean  that 
that  was  the  extent  furnished  by  those  various  firms  T — ^A.  No ;  not  of  Nobiitt, Brown,  Nob- 
Jitt  &.  Co.    I  do  not  know  what  they  furnished.    They  furnished  a  good  deal  of  material  in 
ttxtA  time,  but  I  have  not  an  idea  oi  that. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  There  was  D.  Sl  J.  Nobiitt,  and  then  there  was  Nobiitt,  Brown  &  Nobiitt,  then  you 
ew  out  and  it  became  Nobiitt,  Brown,  Nobiitt  &,  Co.    Now  was  there  a  Nobiitt  &,  Co.? — 
.  There  is  a  Nobiitt  &  Co.,  and  we  have  done  some  business  with  the  Navy  in  that  name, 
d  my  brother,  individually,  has  done  business  in  that  name. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Who  is  the  firm  Nobiitt  &  Co.  ? — A.  My  brother  is  the  party  who  runs  that  firm.    I 
ve  had  no  connection  with  it  for  a  year. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  the  company  is  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  anybody 
Lt  himself.  He  took  out  the  license  and  showed  it  to  me  at  that  time. 
<2.  Mr.  Del.  Nobiitt  is  the  president  of  the  Com  Exchange  Bank  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have 
Tio  idea  anybody  was  with  him,  except  in  a  transaction  he  and  I  had.  A  license  was  taken 
out  We  then  put  our  business  in  the  name  of  Nobiitt  &  Co.,  instead  of  D.  d&  J.  Nobiitt, 
^or  the  time  I  remained  doing  that  business.  I  have  not  done  any  Navy  business  in  con- 
xiection  with  the  firm  for  a  year,  except  that  I  have  had  a  transaction  of  my  own,  which  I 
^^"ill  explain  hereafter. 

Q.  How  come  you  to  retire  from  the  firm  of  Nobiitt  &.  Co.7~A.  My  brother  and  I  had 
some  little  differences,  and  I  thought  I  would  not  continue  in  any  business,  except  the  man- 
'Q-f  scturing  business  in  which  he  and  I  were  interested.  I  run  the  factory  and  give  my  whole 
Attention  to  that. 

Q.  State  if  the  difference  between  you  gentlemen  did  not  originate  or  culminate  in  a  vin- 
^^Bi  transaction  7  ~A.  I  can  state  in  regard  to  that,  that  did  make  one  of  the  difficulties.  I 
^«*d  loaned  money  frequently  to  a  party  in  this  town,  named  Power.  He  was  in  the  vine- 
n^  business.  I  used  to  take  vineear  as  collateral  security  for  the  payment  of  the  loans. 
£te  would  give  me  his  notes,  and  wEen  they  came  due  they  would  be  paid,  or  sometimes  I 
^^ould  have  them  extended.  The  whole  note  was  $1,800.  The  man  was  in  financial 
troubles,  and  I  was  very  anxious  to  sell  the  vinegar,  so  as  not  to  carry  it  too  long.  He 
<>ffered  me  the  vinegar  very  low,  and  asked  me  if  I  could  not  sell  it  to  the  Navy 
department  I  told  him  I  would  try  to  do  so.  I  spoke  to  my  brother,  saying  I  wished  we 
Could  sell  that  vinegar  or  Power's,  for  the  reason  that  I  did  not  like  to  be  carrying  it  any 
^ore.  It  was  a  very  superior  lot  of  cider- vinegar,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  an  advantage 
^o  the  Government  to  buy  it,  even  to  carry  it,  as  it  was  offered  very  low.  My  brother  said 
^  would  try  and  see  what  he  could  do.  He  was  intimate  with  the  gentlemen  connected 
^ith  the  Navy  ;  Mr.  Watmongh,  I  think,  was  the  chief  of  the  division.  I  believe  they  made 
^11  arrangement  to  take  that  vinegar.  It  was  supplied.  The  transaction  had  occurred  and 
^x^nspirt^  before  I  knew  anything  about  it.  I  felt  somewhat  offended  at  my  brother,  and 
^o  expressed  myself,  that  he  had  made  the  arrangement  without  my  knowledge,  and  I 
thongnt  he  did  not  treat  me  witli  courtesy  in  the  matter,  and  I  took  offense,  and  as  brothers 
^otnetimes  get  on  a  pretty  high  talk,  it  culminated  in  my  saying  I  would  not  have  anything 
^ore  to  do  do  with  it    **  Go  on  and  do  the  Navy  business  yourself." 

Q.  What  could  you  have  got  this  vinegar  at  and  sold  it,  turning  it  over  from  Mr.  Pow- 

^rs  t — ^A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  he  said  to  me  at  the  time  that  he  made  me  the  offer,  **  It 

^oq  can  take  that  vinegar  from  me  now,  so  that  I  can  pay  your  debt,  (and  the  note  was 

i^en  maturing  within  a  few  days, )  I  will  sell  it  to  you  at  20  cents  a  gallon,  without  casks.*' 

^he  Government  requires  a  certain  standard  of  cask  made  to  order  to  hold  so  many  gal- 

r^Hs,  with  a  galvanized  hoop  on,  making  a  very  expensive  cask.    We  supplied  one  lot  dur- 

^li^  the  Cuban  exciteinent,  and  we  had  to  get  those  kind  of  packages.    As  near  as  I  can 

^Jj^collect  now,  speaking  from  memory,  the  casks  cost  some  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a  gallon. 

^liat,  of  course,  added  to  the  price  of  the  vinegar.    I  could  have  got  it  at  20  cents  at  that 

^itne.    What  it  was  sold  to  the  Government  at  1  do  not  know,  or  what  it  was  bought  for  I 

^o  not  know. 

Q.  It  was  a  transaction  that  was  kept  from  you  ?— A.  Yes  ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Q.  Did  you  take  anv  part,  or  was  the  question  of  profit  reported  to  you  t — A.  No,  sir  ;  I 
^«ver  asked  my  brother.     I  might  be  a  little  stiff  and  stubborn,  but  I  never  asked  him 
^^ hat  be  got  for  it,  and  to  this  day  I  do  not  know  that  fact. 

Q.  Who  has  possession  of  the  books  of  the  various  firms  of  which  you  speak  T — A.  Our 
^ooks  are  kept  at  the  bank.    One  of  the  clerks  has  charge  of  them. 
Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  clerk  T — A.  Mr.  Withernp. 
Q*  You  are  not  able  to  te)]  any  particular  transaction  that  you  \\ave  Y\«l^  m>\i  V!ti^'^v«'^ 
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Department  without  reference  to  those  books,  are  youT^A,  Yes  ;  I  could  tell  if  my  nund 
was  called  to  any  particular  point. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  of  beef  that  you  supplied  to  the  Nary  Department 
luting  the  Virginius  excitement — how  many  barrels  or  half  barrels  was  it  f  — A.  I  think  we 
aupplied  500  barrels  of  beef  and  500  barrels  of  pork. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  about  that  time  you  supplied  any  clothing  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  or  prices  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  supplying  beans  at  that  time  ? — A,  Y'es ;  we  supplied  a  Urge 
quantity  of  beans. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  supplying  coffee  and  sugar  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  prices  at  which  yon  delivered  them?— A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot 
remember  those  things.  I  remember  in  regard  to  this  transaction,  after  we  put  them  all  in 
we  could  have  sold  them  for  a  great  deal  more  than  we  got,  because  I  made  the  prooosition 
after  the  trouble  was  over  to  take  the  beans,  sugar,  and  molasses  all  back,  and  would  have 
been  very  glad  to  do  so,  because  then  there  was  a  large  advance  on  them.  I  know  they 
all  advanced  afterward. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  prices  you  charged  the  Navy  Department  for  the  coffee  which 
you  delivered  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  now,  and  I  may  be  two  or  three  cents  out  of 
the  way,  it  seems  to  me  it  was  about  thirty -one  or  thirty -two  cents.  That  is  only  from 
memory,  of  course. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  and  price  of  the  teas  that  you  delivered  ?— A.  I  think 
the  tea  was  forty-two  or  fortv  -five  cents. 

Q.  Was  not  it  fifty  cents  f— A.  I  am  not  sure  of  that.  I  cannot  remember.  It  might 
have  been  fifty  cents. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  supplying,  from  time  to  time,  a  large  quantity  of  satinet  f — A.  Ye«, 
fi\r ;  that  was  one  order  that  took  a  good  while  to  be  executed.  I  think  it  was  30.000 
yards  that  we  had  made  to  order. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  the  quantity  that  you  furnished  was  in  excess  of  the 
order  which  you  obtained  first  from  the  Department  f — A.  There  was  some.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber what  amount.  It  might  have  been  four  hundred  or  five  hundred  yards.  The  manafuc- 
turer  had  it  all  in  his  looms,  and  had  a  g^od  many  running  on  it,  and  by  the  time  he  had  the 
order  filled  every  loom  had  some  cloth  in,  and  he  made  the  request  that  we  would,  if  possi- 
ble, allow  him  to  furnish  all.that  was  in  the  looms.  We  made  application  and  succeeded  in 
allowing  the  excess  to  be  furnished.  It  was  to  accommodate  the  contractor.  We  had  a 
great  many  looms  on  hand  and  they  all  had  warpa,  and  were  driving  away  on  them.  He 
eoald  not  make  an  accurate  calculation,  of  course,  as  to  the  exact  quantity. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  what  quantity  was  in  excess  ? — A.  I  say  I  think  perhaps 
four  hundred  or  five  hundred  yards,  although  I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  at  which  the  order  for  satinet  was  given  7 — A.  It  was  giren 
at  the  time  when  we  were  taking  orders  from  the  Department  for  the'se  supplies  on  apcount 
of  the  Cuban  excitement 

Q.  When  you  came  to  deliver  the  excess  do  you  remember  how  many  months  that  wss 
after  the  Yirginius  excitement  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  from  memory  now,  that  order 
it  seems  to  me  was  p^iven  about  December,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  completed  before  Msreh 
or  April.    The  excitement  was  over  by  the  time  we  got  the  order  all  delivered. 

Q.  Did  your  firm  cr  either  one  of  them  pay  any  commissions  to  any  person  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  these  contracts  in  any  way  ? — A.  Mr.  Elijah  Cattell  had  rendered  services  at  differ- 
ent times  for  us,  especially  at  the  time  that  these  supplies  were  furnished  for  provisions  and 
clothing.  It  was  in  this  way  :  The  Philadelphia  navy-yard  had  never  furnished  provision 
and  clothing.  New  York  had  been  the  headquarters  for  all  that  sort  of  thing.  We  Phils- 
delphians  were  very  anxious  to  get  a  share  ot  the  provision  and  clothing,  which  we  thought 
we  could  furnish  as  well  as  New  York  and  as  cheap,  and  we  solicited  Mr.  Cattell  if  he  eoald 
use  his  influence  at  all  with  the  Navy,  the  bureau  e.specially,  that  he  should  do  so.  We  made 
the  point  that  Mr.  Watmough  was  a  Philadelphiau,  and  we  thought  he  felt  interested  enough, 
if  his  attention  could  be  called  to  it,  to  have  some  of  this  provision  and  clothing  turned  over 
to  Philadelphia  and  not  all  to  New  York.  We  learned  tnat  they  were  piling  in  goods  verj 
lagely  in  New  lo  k  and  nothing  was  coming  here.  Mr.  Cattell  did  use  hia  influence  and 
some  orders  came  here  from  too  bureau  to  the  paymaster,  Mr.  Fulton,  to  make  par- 
chases  of  a  certain  amount  of  goods.  That  is  the  wav  in  which  we  had  this  satinet  ordered. 
After  all  these  transactions  were  over  we  loaned  Mr.  Cattell  $2,000,  which  stands  on  oar 
books  as  a  loan  yet.  We  have  not  collected  it,  and  we  have  not  asked  him  for  it,  and  he 
haa  not  talked  about  paving  it.  It  was  a  loan.  It  was  no  commission  on  rates  or  anything 
of  that  kind.  I  do  not  know  what  you  could  consider  that.  I. will  say  at  the  same  time  that 
a  great  n  any  transactions  in  the  way  of  borrowing  and  loaning  money  have  occurred  be- 
tween the  Cattells  and  us  for  years.  We  have  boirowed  a  good  deal  of  money  from  them, 
and  thejr  have  borrowed  money  from  us.  We,  however,  never  had  any  transaction  offerin;r 
or  promising  Mr.  Cattell  any  commissions  for  anything  that  he  did.  As  I  say,  he  did  interest 
himself  to  get  an  order  turned  to  Philadelphia  and  diverted  from  New^  York  for  supplies  of 
provisions  and  clothing. 

Q,  Did  your  firm  sellcU  Yv\a\ii^\ift\ic^  \ii  ^^\^\.  ^\\«i!C\wi\ — k.  '^*'^«Aked  him  if  be  could 
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oot,  in  coDversfitioQ  with  Mr.  Watmouffh,  if  he  saw  him#eet  him  to  turn  over  some  orders 
to  Philadelphia.  We  knew  that  Mr.  flijah  Cattell  seemed  to  be  personally  acquainted  with 
everybody  in  connection  with  the  Navy,  and  if  he  could  do  anything  in  that  way  to  divert 
trade  from  New  York,  we  wanted  to  get  it. 

Q.  Did  he  undertake  to  use  that  influence  f — A.  I  cannot  say,  except  that  I  know  that 
orders  came  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  the  paymaster  here.  A  requisition  came  to 
make  purchases. 

Q.  State  if  prior  to  that  time  yon  had  furnished  any 'provisions  and  clothing. -^A.  No, 
sir.  We  might,  during  the  years  that  we  were  doing  business,  occasionally  have  filled  an 
order  for  some  deficiency  that  might  have  happened  to  occur  in  the  supply  at  the  yard,  al- 
though I  do  not  remember  distinctly.  We  might  have  done  so,  because  our  business 
was  very  general  with  the  Navy. 

Q.  State  if  after  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Cattell  your  business  did  not  largely  increase 
with  the  Navy  Department. — A.  No,  sir ;  except  in  these  articles  of  provision  and  clothing. 
We  did  probably  from  $150,000  to  $175,<i00  worth  of  business  in  a  space,  maybe,  of  those 
four  months,  including  this  satinet.  That  was  provisions,  clothing,  beans,  coffee,  sngar, 
drawers,  &e.  We  bought  the  other  articles  and  had  to  have  the  drawers  and  cassinette  made 
of  a  certain  quality  and  standing. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  loan  which  you  have  made  to  Mr.  Cattell  on  account  of  that  transac- 
tion t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  either  one  of  them  f— A.  Yes ;  that  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  So  far  as  I 
know,  that  is  the  only  transaction.  We  have  made  loans  to  the  Cattells,  and  we  have  bor- 
rowed money  from  them.  Our  cash-book  shows  we  have  borrowed  and  loaned  at  different 
timea,  but  nothing  at  all  connected  with  any  Navy  transaction ;  only  as  accommodation 
to  one  another. 

Q.  How  as  to  this  particular  transaction,  to  which  yon  refer,  of  $2,000?— A.  That  stands 
on  our  books  as  not  paid. 

Q.  Is  that  in  the  snape  of  a  note  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  an  open  loan  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  had  any  oblieation 
for  it  or  not.  We  may  have  a  due-bill.  My  brother  has  our  papers  of  that  kind.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  one  or  not.  I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  those  things  that  if  he  did  not 
pay  we  would  not  ask  for. 

Q.  State  to  this  committee  how  it  comes  that  vou  regard  that  as  a  loan  7  What  was 
the  understanding,  if  any,  or  agreement  come  to  oetween  the  parties?  Was  it  like,  '*See 
here,  I  want  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $2,000,"  and  the  other  party  to  return  it  at  his  con- 
renience,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  or  was  it  just  your  cheek  passed  to  him  for  that  amount  7 
— A.  It  was  simply  in  this  way ;  *'  I  should  like  to  have  $2,u00.**  That  is  the  way  we  did 
business  with  one  another.  I  remember  at  one  time  when  we  wanted  $5,000  we  were  sit- 
ting in  the  bank,  and  I  was  saying  to  my  brother  that  we  wanted  some  money.  Mr.  Cattell 
came  in,  and  said  I,  **  Elijah,  have  you  got  any  money  V*  He  said,  **  Yes."  I  said,  **  I  would 
like  to  have  $5,000 ;  can  yon  let  me  have  it?"  He  said  he  could  for  about  a  week,  and  he 
gave  me  a  check  for  that ;  and  on  another  occasion  I  got  $3,000  from  him  in  the  same  way. 
When  he  got  this  $2,000  it  was  not  made  direct  with  me,  but  with  my  brother.  I  only  re 
member  that  when  I  looked  at  our  cash-book  I  saw  an  entry  of  $2,000  loaned  to  Mr.  Cat- 
tell. 

By  Mr.  Harris  ; 
Q.  Does  it  say  ** loaned?" — A.  Yep,  and  that  stands  open. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  long  since  has  that  been  t—A.  I  think  it  must  have  been  two  years  ago ;  it  was 
^hteen  months  or  two  years  ago. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  loans  made  by  you  to  any  other  parties  for  their  influence  or 
supposed  influence  with  the  Department  ? — A.  One  day  during  the  last  four  years  we  loaned 
Mr.  Russell,  the  paymaster,  $(iOO ;  he  was  very  short  on  one  occasion  and  wanted  money 
verv  badly,  and  my  brother  and  I  loaned  him  $600 ;  that  loan  was  paid  in  the  course  of 
perhaps  a  year.  He  paid  it  back  to  us  with  interest ;  he  is  the  only  party  connected  with 
the  Navy  to  whom  we  have  ever  made  a  loan  of  money. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  sales  of  property  of  any  kind  made  by  anv  of  the  members  of  your 
firm  to  Mr.  Russell,  or  to  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  of  merchandise  7— A.  No,  sir ;  Noblitt,  Brown  &  Noblitt  may  have  sold  furniture ; 
they  supply  all  officers  of  the  Navy  with  anything  they  want ;  they  supply  from  what  they 
call  the  general  upholstery.  The  regular  business  of  David  J.  Noblitt  is  hair-cloth  manu- 
facturinjr. 

Q.  Wiiat  is  the  regular  business  of  Noblitt,  Brown  &  Co.  ? — A.  Their  business  is  what 
is  called  cabinet-finaings  and  upholstery  g^ds — all  kinds  of  upholstering  materials^-any- 
thing  that  is  nsed  on  cloths  or  furniture  ;  cabinet-findings  embraces  a  grea^  variety  of  hard- 
ware and  looking-glass,  and  material  for  furnishing ;  all  the  mountings  on  furniture,  knobs, 
locks,  keys,  hinges ;  the  variety  consists  of  probably  a  thousand  articles. 

Q.  They  are  not  dealers  in  groceries  or  clothing,  are  they  ? — A,  lio^^xx. 


>ry  fflad  to  do  so,  because  tne-  v/^  j|j^  navj-jard,  have  dealt  with  oui  store,  ana 
mood  aftenvard.  .;^y  have  never  paid,  like  a  great  maDy  other  cqs- 

o  you  remember  the  prices  y^^^^  ^f  i\^^^  tin^j  of  debts  yet ;  they  owe  David  J. 
ivered?— A.  As  near  as  /-^^^oblitt.  Brown  &  Noblitt  something ;  that  I  do  not 
T,  it  seems  to  me  it  w     v'/''^ 
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^     ,  .     .    v^. .      jds,  in  the  XiT)l-i. 

Department  without  reference  to  those  books,  are  you  T— a,  ie»  •  ^^  ^^yj  i^  i853,tnd  ire 
was  called  to  any  particular  point.  ,  ,     ^   ,    ,  ,-  jsiness  then ;  then  we  got 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  of  beef  that  you  s^P*^  „i,^.  We  furnished  thoM 
Putlog  the  Virginius  excitement— how  many  barrels  or  bait  ^^  metals,  and  for  a  while  the 
supplied  500  barrels  of  beef  and  500  barrels  of  pork.  ^^  dealers  would  not  sell  them 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  whether  about  that  time  y^^^^\  into  the  copper  business  without 
Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  or  prices  T—A.  ?  ^^  Government ;  we,  in  that  way,  got 
Q.  Do  you  remember  supplying  beans  at  that  ^^  ^^  ^^  thoroughly  posted.  Whenever 
quantity  of  beans.  r/done  so. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  supplying  coffee  and  srj^  to  oflgcials  connected  with  the  Xitj, 
Q.  Do  you  remember  the  prices  at  whicb  ,  ^  ^_^   ^^^  ^^^ 
remember  those  things.    I  remember  in  re*^  y^A,  No,  sir. 

we  could  have  sold  them  for  a  great  deal  J^^j^  debts  with  your  firm,  or  for  which  yoni 
after  the  trouble  was  over  to  take  the  b-  v^^  j  ^j^  m^j^  ^^  l^gg  people,  from  the  commo- 
been  very  glad  to  do  so,  because  the-    //.^the  navy-yard,  have  dealt  with  our  store,  and 

all  advanced  aftenvard.  "^    • -^  ^-^ *  —• »«  /*»»,«  nn». 

Q.  Do  you 
you  delivered 

the  way,  it  seems  to  me  it  w     y 

memory,  of  course.  /V^irith  such  men  to  let  them  have  such  goods  as  the  6rm 

Q.  Do  you  remember  tb      ':yQ,w  the  retail  price,  or  do  you  know  that  the  firm  of  Nohlitt, 

the  tea  was  forty-two  or       '/;?'^gementf--A.  No. sir;  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  «• 

Q.  Was  not  it  fifty  '       '^^  w^ith  all  these  people  in  connection  with  the  Navy  natraally 

have  been  fifty  cent?    'i'^^^owx  store,  for  whatever  they  wanted,  and  some  of  them  hate 

Q.  Do  you  reme-    /;  >>^«,me  have  not.  ,    ^  . . 

sir;  that  was  or   .^;^>>7/^''J!J^  recommendation  Paymaster  Russell  was  continued  at  tms 

yards  that  we  h'  ^V^iV* 

Q.  Do  you  r  .^;;/^.  -^  jj,  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly  ?— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge, 
order  which  .▼  y;\  >;^fjp  here,  and  he  was  transferred  to  the  navy -yard  as  paymaster  there, 
ber  what  anr  ,v^^i»«  ne^  ^^^  P"'  i»  our  office  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  bata 
turer  had  \  l>i^£l,t  leave  of  absence.  I  believft  he  was  going  to  get  married.  I  think 
order  fille  ,fiy^>"'^^aMell  was  then  retransferred  from  the  yard  to  the  office,  but  I  do  not 
ble,  allov     /  *^^^tmz^ 

allowin      ^^^M^^J  office  was  kept  in  your  building,  was  it  not  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

^®H^      >i^^  there  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  he  kept  it  where  it  is  at  present.     He  succeeded 

^"^^^      V^i^^'fSce.    Mr.  Fulton  continued  the  same  office,  and  when  he  left,  Russell  sac 

i»  ^         iz/'^'^lLn.    Mr.  Fulton  was  paymaster  during  the  time  we  were  furnishing  thoee 

'^^^       >*£/*"^^sions  and  clothing.     His  orders  came  to  him  from  New  York.    We  did  not 

^'^Wil  wo  were  introduced  to  him  there.    We  have  done  a  good  deal  of  bu«- 

•        >^^f  iiie  Navy,  and  know  more  about  the  Navy  wants  than  anybodv  else ;  and  when 

^■Ui  competition  with  anybody  we  generally  get  what  we  want.    We  get  the  contract 

ftegf^^e  mate  anything  on  it  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
pid  I  understand  you  to  say  that  some  of  the  Navy  people  do  owe  you  now  ?— A.  I 
S'tbey  might.    I  don*t  know  that.  . 

f*Q  Are  you  not  aware  that  you  can  collect  a  bill  of  a  man  in  the  Navy  ?— A.  Yes :  lae 
Jme  •»  y^^  ^^^  ^^^^  anybody.     I  say  some  of  them  may  owe— some  of  those  "Jf****°*f* 
?^   there,  who  were  in  the  yard,  or  had  been  in  the  yard,  may  owe  some  o*ll|*   ^ 
/  J»ve   said,  nearly  every  one  connected  with  the  Navy  would  come  to  our  store  and  bny, 
L,jgi  the  commodore  down  to  the  mechanics,  because  they  became  acquainted  with  us  from 
Ota  doing  business  with  the  navy-yard.    I  cannot  really  say  that  any  of  them  owe  us,  al- 
tboug'h  I  expect  they  do. 

Bj  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.   Yoa  spoke  of  a  little  difficulty  having  occurred  between  yourself  and  your  brother 
about  the  vinegar.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  or  not  upon  the  ground  that  you  thought  he  made  a  profit  on  that  vinegar 
which  yon  thought  legitimately  belonged  to  you  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  taken  this  transaction  upon  himself,  as  it  were,  without  consulting  me,  or  my  haf- 
iDg-  axiTthing  to  do  in  the  matter. 

Q.    As  I  understand,  the  man  who  owned  the  vinegar  had  placed  it  in  your  hands  as  col- 
lateral ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  had  loaned  him  naouey  personally. 
Q.    He  asked  you  to  sell  it  to  the  Navy  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.    And  he  offered  it  for  20  cents  a  gallon  in  the  casks  which  then  held  it?— A.  No, 
Bir '    the  vinegar  without  casks. 

Q.    You  mentioned  to  your  brother  that  you  would  like  to  have  him  b  e  if  he  could  not 
sell  it  to  the  ^avy?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q      He  di^  sell  it,  Ml  xxudetftUiid^— A.  Yea, air. 
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pay  your  debt  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  my  brotber  did  not ;  the  party,  however,  paid 

'^  bad  yon  for  findiDg^  any  fault  with  the  transaction,  if  you  fi^oi  your  note, 

''^  ^le  vinegar  as  collateral  f — A.  Because  my  brother  took  it  upon  him  to 

«^  1  dependent  of  me  when  we  had  been  doing  business  together.    He 

-^  whether  it  was  profitable  or  unprofitable.    I  claimed  that  while 

.'^  -"ess  together,  we  should  do  it  together. 

V  '^  \  ill?  to  sell  it  was  to  get  your  pay  7— A.  That  was  the  object, 

^.;,   "^  ^  ^                      /to  get  my  pay,  because  I  was  secure  so  far  as  the  debt  was 

^    '^  ' "'~                ^sist  tne  man  in  doing  business,  and  at  the  same  time  to  get 

.6 :  one  to  help  him,  and  the  other  to  help  myself— the  main 


f-. 


*.  >.  **  .ing  any  profit  on  the  sale  of  that  vinegar,  personally  7 — A.  No,  sir  ; 

.^  * ,  action  was  made  by  my  brother. 

'■^*^  ^  ^er  or  not,  if  you  had  negotiated  the  sale,  you  would  have  expected  to  make 

.  vinegar. — A.  Yes ;  if  I  had  negotiated  the  sale,  I  would  have  tried  to  have 

ae  Government,  and  made  a  profit  on  it. 

J  that  your  purpose  was  not  to  get  a  large  price  for  the  man  who  owed  you,  but  it 

u)  get  20  cents  a  gallon,  according  to  the  agreement,  and  get  what  profit  you  could  over 

-Atf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  difficulty  which  arose  between  yourself  and  your  brother  was 
caused  by  the  fact  that  you  thought  he  made  a  profit  which  legitimately  belonged  to  you  7 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  whv  could  there  have  been  any  difference  between  you  about  it  7 — A.  Because, 
as  I  have  said  before,  he  undertook  to  do  this  business  himself,  in  his  own  name,  discarding 
me  in  that  transaction.    If  it  had  been  anything  else,  it  would  have  had  the  same  effect. 

Q.  How  did  it  harm  you  unless  yon  lost  a  profit  7 — A.  I  felt  that  he  had  slighted  me  in  un- 
dertaking to  do  this  thing  himself  without  rererence  to  me,  as  we  were  partners  together. 

Q.  Did  not  the  profit  which  he  made  go  into  your  partnership  account  T— A.  No,  sir ;  not 
what  he  made  himself.    If  he  made  anvthing  on  it,  he  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Then  your  point  was,  that  it  should  have  gone  into  the  partnership,  if  any  profits  were 
made  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  there  was  anything  made,  it  should,  certainly. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  profit  7 — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Give  us  some  idea. — A.  I  have  no  idea  what  it  sold  for. 

Q.  Have  you  not  any  idea  at  all  ? — A.  I  have  not  the  least,  positively,  because  nothing 
appears  on  our  books  in  connection  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  at  the  time  ascertain  substantially  what  he  made  out  of  it  7^ A.  I  do  not 
recollect  that  I  did.    If  I  did,  I  have  forgotten  it. 

Q.  Then  you  can  give  the  committee  no  idea  whether  he  made  10  cents  a  gallon  or  more  f 
— A.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  the  vinegar  at  20  cents  was  low,  because  it  had  been  selling  at  25 
and  30  cents,  and  that  there  was  a  margin  there  to  make  something  on  it. 

Q.  How  large  a  quantity  was  there  7 — A.  I  think  there  were  200  barrels — about  40  gal- 
lons in  a  barrel. 

Q.  Considerably  more  than  enough  to  pay  your  $1,800  1 — A.  0,  yes ;  I  had  under  my  con- 
trol at  the  time,  I  think,  500  barrels  of  vinegar. 

O.  How  many  were  there  pledged  in  this  transaction  ? — A.  I  think  I  had  500  barrels 
pledged.    One  lot  was  300,  ana  the  other  200. 

Q.  The  lot  of  which  you  have  been  speaking  was  200  barrels  7 — A.  Yes,  I  think  that  was 
the  quantity. 

Q.  That  would  only  bring  $1,600  at  20  cents  a  gallon  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  would  not  be  enough  to  pay  your  debt  r — A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  a  transaction  of  your  firm  in  olive-oil  ?— A.  My  brother 
had  a  transaction  in  olive-oil  in  which  I  had  no  interest. 

Q.  Does  your  recollection  serve  you  well  enough  to  answer  whether,  in  the  importation 
of  olive-oil,  it  was  done  free  of  duty,  and  the  Government  furnished  the  transportation  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know.  I  know  nothing  about  that  oil,  only  I  know  he  furnished  a  lot. 
I  do  not  know  in  what  name  he  furnished  it  either.  I  was  sick  at  the  time.  D.  and  J. 
Noblitt  have  sold  a  good  deal  of  oil  to  the  Government.  I  suppose,  however,  you  have 
reference  to  some  special  oil,  which  I  know  he -did  furnish.  We  have  sold  oil  of  different 
kinds. 

Q.  The  special  point  in  the  vinegar  transaction,  was  that  you  deemed  from  your  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  that  he  had  availed  himself  of  that  knowledge  to  make  profit,  possibly, 
in  a  transaction,  whereas  that  profit  from  your  position  ought  to  have  belonged  to  you  or  to 
the  firm  f — A.  Well,  I  thought  that  transaction  ought  to  oelong  to  the  .firm.  I  knew  my 
brother  did  no  business  with  the  Navy  himself,  in  which  I  had  no  interest  and  did  not  care 
anything  about;  but  this  was  a  transaction  in  which  I  felt  that  I  ought  to  have  an  interest, 
inasmuch  as  this  party  bad  made  an  application  to  me  to  try  to  sell  it  for  him,  and  as  long 
as  I  had  loaned  the  money  I  wanted  to  get  the  man  out  of  my  debt. 

Q.  What  was  the  date  of  that  vinegar  transaction? — A.  It  Ta\^\il  \iv»^  o<i.<i.\jLT\^^^%^ % 
from  t  we  J  re  to  eighteen  montha  ago. 
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Department  without  reference  to  those  books,  are  youf—A.  Yes  ;  I  could  tell  if  my  imad 
was  called  to  any  particular  point. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  of  beef  that  you  supplied  to  the  Nary  Department 
dutio^  the  Vir Junius  excitement — how  many  barrels  or  half  barrels  was  it  f  —  A.  I  think  we 
supplied  500  barrels  of  beef  and  500  barrels  of  pork. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  about  that  time  you  supplied  any  clothinfl^  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  or  prices  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  supplying  beans  at  that  timet — A,  Yes;  we  supplied  a  Urge 
quantity  of  beans. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  supplying  coffee  and  sugar  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  prices  at  which  vou  delivered  them?— A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot 
remember  those  things.  I  remember  in  regard  to  this  transaction,  after  we  put  them  all  in 
we  could  have  sold  them  for  a  great  deal  more  than  we  got,  because  I  made  the  proposition 
after  the  trouble  was  over  to  take  the  beans,  sugar,  and  molasses  all  back,  and  would  hare 
been  very  glad  to  do  so,  because  then  there  was  a  large  advance  on  them.  I  know  tbej 
all  advanced  afterward. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  prices  you  charged  the  Navy  Department  for  the  coffee  which 
you  delivered  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  now,  and  I  may  be  two  or  three  cents  out  of 
the  way,  it  seems  to  me  it  was  about  thirty  •one  or  thirty -two  cents.  That  is  only  from 
memory,  of  course. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  quantity  and  price  of  the  teas  that  you  deliveced  ?— A.  I  think 
the  tea  was  forty-two  or  fortv  -five  cents. 

Q.  Was  not  it  fif^y  cents  f— A.  I  am  not  sure  of  that.  I  cannot  remember.  It  might 
have  been  fif^y  cents. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  supplying,  from  time  to  time,  a  large  quantity  of  satinet  f — A.  Yee, 
sir ;  that  was  one  order  that  took  a  good  while  to  be  executed.  I  think  it  was  30,000 
yards  that  we  had  made  to  order. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  how  much  the  quantity  that  you  furnished  was  in  excess  of  the 
order  which  you  obtained  first  from  the  Department  f — A.  There  was  some.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber  what  amount.  It  might  have  been  four  hundred  or  five  hundred  yards.  The  manufuc- 
turer  had  it  all  in  his  looms,  and  had  a  good  many  running  on  it,  and  by  the  time  he  had  the 
order  filled  every  loom  had  some  cloth  in,  and  he  made  the  request  that  we  would,  if  j>o«i- 
ble,  allow  him  to  furnish  all.that  was  in  the  looms.  We  made  application  and  succeeded  in 
allowing  the  excess  to  be  'furnished.  It  was  to  accommodate  the  contractor.  We  had  i 
great  many  looms  on  hand  and  they  all  had  warpa,  and  were  driving  away  on  them.  He 
could  not  make  an  accurate  calculation,  of  course,  as  to  the  exact  quantity. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  what  quantity  was  in  excess  ? — A.  I  say  I  think  perhaps 
four  hundred  or  five  hundred  yards,  although  I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q«  Do  you  remember  the  time  at  which  the  order  for  satinet  was  given  7 — A.  It  was  giren 
at  the  time  when  we  were  taking  orders  from  the  Department  for  these  supplies  on  sf ooont 
of  the  Cuban  excitement. 

Q.  When  you  came  to  deliver  the  excess  do  you  remember  how  many  months  that  wsi 
afler  the  Virginius  excitement  ?— A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  from  memory  now,  that  order 
it  seems  to  me  was  p^iven  about  December,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  completed  before  Mareh 
or  April.    The  excitement  was  over  by  the  time  we  got  the  order  all  delivered. 

Q.  Did  your  firm  cr  either  one  of  them  pay  any  commissions  to  any  person  for  or  ontc- 
count  of  these  contracts  in  any  way  ? — A.  Mr.  Elijah  Cattell  had  rendered  services  at  differ- 
ent times  for  us,  especially  at  the  time  that  these  supplies  were  furnished  for  provisions  snd 
clothing.  It  was  in  this  way  :  The  Philadelphia  navy-yard  had  never  furnished  provision 
and  clothing.  New  York  had  been  the  headquarters  for  all  that  sort  of  thing.  We  Pbils- 
delphians  were  very  anxious  to  get  a  share  ot  the  provision  and  clothing,  which  we  thought 
we  could  furnish  as  well  as  New  York  and  as  cheap,  and  we  solicited  Mr.  Cattell  if  be  coold 
use  his  influence  at  all  with  the  Navy,  the  bureau  especially,  that  he  should  do  so.  We  made 
the  point  that  Mr.  Watmough  was  a  Philadelphiau,  and  we  thought  he  felt  interested  esoogh, 
if  his  attention  could  be  called  to  it,  to  have  some  of  this  provision  and  clothing  turned  over 
to  Philadelphia  and  not  all  to  New  York.  We  learned  tnat  they  were  piling  ingoodiverr 
la  gely  in  New  lo  k  and  nothing  was  coming  here.  Mr.  Cattell  did  uae  his  infioeoce  and 
some  orders  came  here  from  too  bureau  to  the  paymaster,  Mr.  Fulton,  to  make  por- 
chases  of  a  certain  amount  of  goods.  That  is  the  wav  in  which  we  had  this  satinet  ordered. 
After  all  these  transactions  were  over  we  loaned  Mr.  Cattell  $2,000,  which  stands  on  oar 
books  as  a  loan  yet.  We  have  not  collected  it,  and  we  have  not  asked  him  for  it,  and  he 
haa  not  talked  about  paving  it.  It  was  a  loan.  It  was  no  commission  on  rates  or  an/thing 
of  that  kind.  I  do  not  know  what  you  could  consider  that.  I. will  say  at  the  same  time  that 
a  great  n  auy  transactions  in  the  way  of  borrowing  and  loaning  money  have  occurred  be* 
tween  the  Cattells  and  us  for  years.  We  have  boi rowed  a  good  deal  of  money  from  them, 
and  the^  have  boiTOwed  money  from  us.  We,  however,  never  had  any  transaction  offering 
or  promising  Mr.  Cattell  any  commissions  for  anything  that  he  did.  As  I  say,  he  did  iDtereit 
himself  to  get  an  order  turned  to  Philadelphia  and  diverted  from  New  York  for  suppH^  ^^ 
provisions  and  clothing.  . 

Q.  Did  your  firm  8cV\cU\u%  \u^\ift\i<ift  \ii  ^^V  ^\\%^M\Q.\i"\ — k.  '^'^^Aked  him  if  he  could 
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not,  in  conversatioa  with  Mr.  Watmouffh,  if  be  saw  him#eet  him  to  turn  over  some  orders 
to  Philadelphia.  We  knew  that  Mr.  Elijah  Cattell  seemed  to  be  personally  acquainted  with 
ererybody  m  connection  with  the  Navy,  and  if  he  could  do  anything  in  that  way  to  divert 
trade  from  New  York,  we  wanted  to  get  it. 

Q.  Did  he  undertake  to  use  that  influence  f — A.  I  cannot  say,  except  that  I  know  that 
orders  came  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  the  paymaster  here.  A  requisition  came  to 
makepnrchasee. 

Q.  State  if  prior  to  that  time  you  had  furnished  any 'provisions  and  clothing. -^A.  No, 
sir.  We  might,  during  the  years  that  we  were  doing  business,  occasionally  have  filled  an 
order  for  some  deficiency  that  might  have  happened  to  occur  in  the  supply  at  the  vard,  al- 
though I  do  not  remember  distinctly.  We  might  have  done  so,  because  our  business 
was  very  general  with  the  Navy. 

Q.  State  if  after  that  conversatiou  with  Mr.  Cattell  your  business  did  not  largely  increase 
with  the  Navy  Department. — A.  No,  sir ;  except  iu  these  articles  of  provision  and  clothing. 
We  did  probably  trom  $150,000  to  |175,o00  worth  of  business  in  a  space,  maybe,  of  those 
four  months,  including  this  satinet.  That  was  provisions,  clothing,  beans,  cofi^ee,  sugar, 
drawers,  Ac.  We  bought  the  other  articles  and  had  to  have  the  drawers  and  cassinette  made 
of  a  certain  quality  and  standing. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  loan  which  you  have  made  to  Mr.  Cattell  on  account  of  that  transac- 
tion t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  either  one  of  them  t — A.  Yes ;  that  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  So  far  as  I 
know,  that  is  the  onlv  transaction.  We  have  made  loans  to  the  Cuttells,  and  we  have  bor- 
rowed money  from  them.  Our  cash-book  shows  we  have  borrowed  and  loaned  at  different 
times,  but  nothing  at  all  connected  with  any  Navy  transaction ;  only  as  accommodation 
to  one  another. 

Q.  How  as  to  this  particular  transaction,  to  which  you  refer,  of  $2,000?— A.  That  stands 
on  our  books  as  not  ptid. 

Q.  Is  that  in  the  snape  of  a  note  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  an  open  loan  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  had  any  obligation 
for  it  or  not.  We  may  have  a  due-bill.  My  brother  has  our  papers  of  that  kind.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  one  or  not.  I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  those  things  that  if  he  did  not 
pay  we  would  not  ask  for. 

Q.  State  to  tbia  committee  how  it  comes  that  vou  regard  that  as  a  loan  7  What  was 
the  understanding,  if  any,  or  agreement  come  to  between  the  parties?  Was  it  like,  *'See 
here,  I  want  to  lK>rrow  the  sum  of  $2,000,"  and  the  other  party  to  return  it  at  his  con- 
venience, or  anything  of  that  kind,  or  was  it  just  your  cheek  passed  to  him  for  that  amount  ? 
— A.  It  was  simply  in  this  way ;  **  I  should  like  to  have  $2,U00.**  That  is  the  way  we  did 
business  with  one  another.  I  remember  at  one  time  when  we  wanted  $5,000  we  were  sit- 
ting in  the  bank,  and  I  was  saying  to  my  brother  that  we  wanted  some  money.  Mr.  Cattell 
came  in,  and  said  I,  **  Elijah,  have  you  got  any  money  ?'*  He  said,  **  Yes.*'  I  said,  **  I  would 
like  to  have  $5,000 ;  can  yon  let  me  have  itt"  He  said  he  could  for  about  a  week,  and  he 
gave  me  a  check  for  that ;  and  on  another  occasion  I  got  $3,000  from  him  in  the  same  way. 
When  he  got  this  $2,000  it  was  not  made  direct  with  me,  but  with  my  brother.  I  only  re 
member  that  when  I  looked  at  our  cash-book  I  saw  an  entry  of  $2,000  loaned  to  Mr.  Cat- 
tell. 

By  Mr.  Harrim  ; 
Q.  Does  it  say  'Moaned?'* — A.  Yes,  and  that  stands  open. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  long  since  has  that  been  ?— *A.  I  think  it  must  have  been  two  years  ago  ;  it  was 
eighteen  months  or  two  years  agfo. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  loans  made  by  you  to  any  other  parties  for  their  influence  or 
supposed  influence  with  the  Department  ? — A.  One  day  during  the  last  four  vears  we  loaned 
Mr.  Russell,  the  paymaster,  $600 ;  he  was  very  short  on  one  occasion  and  wanted  money 
veiT  badly,  and  my  brother  and  I  loaned  him  $600 ;  that  loan  was  paid  in  the  course  of 
perhaps  a  year.  He  paid  it  back  to  us  with  interest ;  he  b  the  only  party  connected  with 
the  Navy  to  whom  we  have  ever  made  a  loan  of  money. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  sales  of  property  of  any  kind  made  by  any  of  the  members  of  your 
firm  to  Mr.  Russell,  or  to  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  Lore  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  of  merchandise  ?— A.  No,  sir;  Noblitt,  Brown  &  Noblitt  may  have  sold  furniture; 
they  supply  all  officers  of  the  Navy  with  anything  they  want ;  they  supply  from  what  they 
call  the  general  upholstery.  The  regular  business  of  David  J.  Noblitt  is  hair-cloth  manu- 
facturing. 

Q.  Wnat  is  the  regular  business  of  Noblitt,  Brown  Sc  Co.  ? — A.  Their  business  is  what 
is  called  cabinet-finoings  and  upholstery  goods — all  kinds  of  upholstering  materials-^any- 
thing  that  is  used  on  cloths  or  lurniture  ;  cabinet-findings  embraces  a  grea^  variety  of  hard- 
ware and  looking-glass,  and  material  for  furnishing ;  all  the  mounting  on  furniture,  knobs, 
locks,  keys,  hinges ;  the  variety  consists  of  probably  a  thousand  articles. 

Q.  They  are  cot  dealers  in  groceries  or  clothing,  are  they  1 — A.  lio^%\t. 
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Q.  And  thej  are  Dot  dealers  in  ^hat  are  technically  termed  wefgoods,  in  the  Navy  7 — A. 
I  do  not  know  that  term;  we  commenced  doin^  business  with  the  Navy  in  1653, and  we 
did  more  or  less  until  the  war  broke  out,  and  we  were  doinf^  business  then ;  then  we  got 
into  pretty  generally  supplying  everything  that  the  Navy  required.  We  famished  those 
articles  during  the  war,  provisions,  clothes,  lumber,  hardware,  metals,  and  for  a  while  the 
Government  could  not  Duy  copper  except  through  us ;  the  dealers  would  not  sell  them 
copper  durine  the  war  a  part  of  the  time ;  we  had  to  get  into  the  copper  business  without 
being  inclined  to.  They  would  sell  to  us  and  not  to  tne  Government ;  we,  in  that  way,  got 
into  a  general  kind  of  Navy-supply  business,  and  that  made  us  thoroughly  posted.  Whenever 
we  could  sell  to  the  Government,  we  of  course  have  done  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  presents  being  made  to  officials  connected  with  the  Navy, 
either  in  the  Navy  Department  or  in  the  navv-yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  any  clerks  or  employes  in  either  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  narties  contracting  debts  with  your  firm,  or  for  which  your 
firm  became  responsible  ? — A.  I  snow  that,  as  I  say,  more  or  less  people,  from  the  commo* 
dores  of  the  Navy  down  to  the  employes  of  the  navy-yard,  have  dealt  with  our  store,  and 
some  of  them  have  made  debts  which  they  have  never  paid,  like  a  great  many  other  cus- 
tomers we  have  had.  There  may  be  some  of  that  kind  of  debts  yet ;  they  owe  David  J. 
Noblitt  nothing,  but  they  may  owe  Noblitt,  Brown  &,  Noblitt  something ;  that  I  do  not 
know  anything  about. 

Q.  Have  you  any  arrangement  with  such  men  to  let  them  have  such  goods  as  the  firm 
controlled  at  any  stated  price  below  the  retail  price,  or  do  you  know  that  the  firm  of  Noblitt, 
Brown  &,  Co.  have  such  an  arrangement  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  ar- 
rangement. Our  acquaintance  with  all  these  people  in  connection  with  the  Navy  naturally 
brought  them  as  customers  to  our  store,  for  woatever  they  wanted,  and  some  of  them  hare 
paid  their  bills,  and  I  suppose  some  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  upon  whose  recommendation  Paymaster  Russell  was  continued  at  this 
place? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Did  your  firm  urge  it  in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
Mr.  RusselFs  time  was  up  here,  and  he  was  transferred  to  the  navy-yard  as  paymaster  there. 
Mr.  Fulton  was  brought  here  and  put  in  our  office  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  but  a 
little  while,  when  he  got  leave  of  absence.  I  believe  he  was  going  to  get  married.  I  thick 
he  went  to  Europe.  Russell  was  then  retransferred  from  the  yard  to  the  office,  but  I  do  not 
know  by  what  influence. 

Q.  Mr.  Fulton's  office  was  kept  in  your  building,  was  it  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  near  there  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  kept  it  where  it  is  at  present.  He  succeeded 
Russell  in  that  office.  Mr.  Fulton  continued  tne  same  office,  and  when  he  left,  Russell  soc- 
ceeded  him  again.  Mr.  Fulton  was  paymaster  during  the  time  we  were  furnishing  those 
articles  of  provisions  and  clothing.  His  orders  came  to  him  from  New  York.  We  did  not 
know  him  until  we  were  introduced  to  him  there.  We  have  done  a  good  deal  of  busi- 
ness with  the  Navy,  and  know  more  about  the  Navy  wants  than  anybody  else :  and  when 
we  go  into  competition  with  anybody  we  generally  get  what  we  want.  We  get  the  contract 
whether  we  make  anything  on  it  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  sav  that  some  of  the  Navy  people  do  owe  you  now  t— A.  I 
said  they  might.    I  don^t  know  that. 

Q.  Are  yon  not  aware  that  you  can  collect  a  bill  of  a  man  in  the  Navv  t — A.  Yes  :  the 
same  as  you  can  from  anybody.  I  say  some  of  them  may  owe— some  of  those  mechanics 
down  there,  who  were  in  the  yard,  or  had  been  in  the  yard,  may  owe  some  bills.  As 
I  have  said,  nearly  every  one  connected  with  the  Navy  would  come  to  our  store  and  bnj, 
from  the  commodore  down  to  the  mechanics,  because  they  became  acquainted  with  us  from 
our  doing  business  with  the  navy-yard.  I  cannot  really  say  that  any  of  them  owe  us,  al- 
though I  expect  they  do. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  a  little  difficulty  having  occurred  between  yourself  and  your  brother 
about  the  vinegar. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  or  not  upon  the  ground  that  you  thought  he  made  a  profit  on  that  vio^ar 
which  you  thought  legitimately  belonged  to  you  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  taken  this  transaction  upon  himself,  as  it  were,  without  consulting  me,  or  my  hav- 
ing anvthing  to  do  in  the  matter. 

Q.  As  I  understand,  the  man  who  owned  the  vinegar  had  placed  it  in  your  hands  as  col- 
lateral ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  had  loaned  him  money  personally. 

Q.  He  asked  you  to  sell  it  to  the  Navy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  offered  it  for  20  cents  a  gallon  in  the  casks  which  then  held  it  ?— A.  No, 
sir ;  the  vinegar  without  casks. 

Q.  You  mentioned  to  your  brother  that  yon  would  like  to  have  bim  s  e  if  he  could  not 
sell  it  to  the  Navy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  sell  it,  asl  wndeTslBLTidt— X.  Ye%^Rir« 
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Q.  Did  he  pay  jour  debt  f — A.  No,  sir ;  my  brother  did  not ;  the  party,  however,  paid 
hifl  note. 

Q.  What  reason  had  you  for  findiDi;  any  fault  with  the  transaction,  if  you  g^ot  your  note, 
for  which  you  held  the  vinegar  as  collateral  f — A.  Because  my  brother  took  it  upon  him  to 
transact  this  business  independent  of  me  when  we  had  been  doing  business  together.  He 
took  that  upon  himself,  whether  it  was  profitable  or  unprofitable.  1  claimed  that  while 
we  were  running  the  business  together,  we  should  do  it  together. 

Q.  Your  only  object  in  seeking  to  sell  it  was  to  get  your  pay  7 — A.  That  was  the  object, 
to  help  this  man,  but  not  simply  to  eet  my  pay,  because  I  was  secure  so  far  as  the  debt  was 
concerned ;  but  I  wanted  to  assist  the  man  in  doing  business,  and  at  the  same  time  to  get 
my  pay.  I  had  two  motives :  one  to  help  him,  and  the  other  to  help  myself— the  main 
thing  was  to  help  myself. 

Q.  Were  you  expecting  any  profit  on  the  sale  of  that  vinegar,  personally  ? — A.  No,  sir  ; 
not  when  the  transaction  was  made  by  my  brother. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  if  you  had  negotiated  the  sale,  you  would  have  expected  to  make 
a  profit  on  the  vinegar. — A.  Yes ;  if  I  had  negotiated  the  sale,  I  would  have  tried  to  have 
sold  it  to  the  Government,  and  made  a  profit  on  it. 

Q.  So  that  your  purpose  was  not  to  get  a  large  price  for  the  man  who  owed  you,  but  it 
was  to  get  20  cents  a  gallon,  according  to  the  agreement,  and  get  what  profit  you  could  over 
that? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  difficulty  which  arose  between  yourself  and  your  brother  was 
caused  by  the  fact  that  you  thought  he  made  a  profit  which  legitimately  belonged  to  you  t 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  why  could  there  have  been  any  difference  between  you  about  it  ? — A.  Because, 
as  I  have  said  before,  he  undertook  to  do  this  business  himself,  in  his  own  name,  discarding 
me  in  that  transaction.     If  it  had  been  anything  else,  it  would  have  had  the  same  effect. 

Q.  How  did  it  harm  you  unless  you  lost  a  profit  7 — A.  I  felt  that  he  had  slighted  me  inun- 
dertakine  to  do  this  thing  himself  without  reference  to  me,  as  we  were  partners  together. 

Q.  Dia  not  the  profit  which  he  made  go  into  your  partnership  account  ?->  A.  No,  sir;  not 
what  he  made  himself.    If  he  made  anything  on  it,  he  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Then  your  point  was,  that  it  should  have  gone  into  the  partnership,  if  any  profits  were 
made  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  there  was  anything  made,  it  should,  certainly. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  profit  7 — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Give  us  some  idea. — A.  I  have  no  idea  what  it  sold  for. 

Q.  Have  you  not  any  idea  at  all  ? — A.  I  have  not  the  least,  positively,  because  nothing 
appears  on  our  books  in  connection  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  at  the  time  ascertain  substantially  what  he  made  out  of  it  7 — A.  I  do  not 
recollect  that  I  did.    If  I  did,  I  have  forgotten  it. 

Q.  Then  you  can  give  the  committee  no  idea  whether  he  made  10  cents  a  gallon  or  more  T 
— A.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  the  vinegar  at  20  cents  was  low,  because  it  had  been  selling  at  25 
and  30  cents,  and  that  there  was  a  margin  there  to  make  something  on  it. 

Q.  How  larg^e  a  quantity  was  there  7 — A.  I  think  there  were  200  banels — about  40  gal- 
lons in  a  barrel. 

Q.  Considerablv  more  than  enough  to  pay  your  $1,800  1 — A.  0,  yes ;  I  had  under  my  con- 
trol at  the  time,  I  think,  500  barrels  of  vmegar. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  pledged  in  this  transaction  ?— A.  I  think  I  had  500  barrels 
pledged.    One  lot  was  300,  ana  the  other  200. 

Q.  The  lot  of  which  you  have  been  speaking  was  200  barrels  7 — A.  Yes,  I  think  that  was 
the  quantity. 

Q.  That  would  only  bring  $1,600  at  20  cents  a  gallon  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  would  not  be  enough  to  pay  your  debt  i — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  a  transaction  of  your  firm  in  olive-oil  ?— A.  My  brother 
had  a  transaction  in  olive-oil  in  which  I  had  no  interest. 

Q.  Does  your  recollection  serve  you  well  enough  to  answer  whether,  in  the  importation 
of  olive-oil,  it  was  done  free  of  duty,  and  the  Government  furnished  the  transportation  ? — 
A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know.  I  know  nothing  about  that  oil,  only  I  know  he  furnished  a  lot. 
I  do  not  know  in  what  name  he  furnished  it  either.  I  was  sick  at  the  time.  D.  and  J. 
Noblitt  have  sold  a  good  deal  of  oil  to  the  Government.  I  suppose,  however,  yon  have 
reference  to  some  special  oil,  which  I  know  he 'did  furnish.  We  have  sold  oil  of  different 
kinds. 

Q.  The  special  point  in  the  vinegar  transaction,  was  that  you  deemed  from  your  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  that  he  had  availed  himself  of  that  knowledge  to  make  profit,  possibly, 
in  a  transaction,  whereas  that  profit  from  your  position  ought  to  have  belonged  to  you  or  to 
the  firm  f— A.  Well,  I  thought  that  transaction  ought  to  belong  to  the  .firm.  I  knew  my 
brother  did  no  business  with  the  Navy  himself,  in  which  I  had  no  interest  and  did  not  care 
anything  about;  but  this  was  a  transaction  in  which  I  felt  that  I  ought  to  have  an  interest, 
inasmncn  as  this  party  had  made  an  application  to  me  to  try  to  sell  it  for  him,  and  as  long 
as  I  had  loaned  the  money  I  wanted  to  get  the  man  out  of  my  debt. 

Q.  What  was  the  date  of  that  vinegar  transaction? — A.  It  ia\^\i\.  \i«b7^  o«!«.\slTI^^>^^1> 
fi'ozD  twelve  to  eighteen  months  ago. 
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PinLADELPHiA,  April  15,  1876. 
John  Noblitt  recalled  and  exaaained. 

Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bradford,  the  paymaster  7 — Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I 
have  heen  acquainted  with  him  from  boyhood.  My  acquaintance  with  him  goes  baek  to 
18:M  or  1835. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  history  of  his  family ;  as  to  his  parents  being  people 
of  wealth  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  his  family  were  wealthy.  His  people  were  respectaole 
people  in  the  lower  part  of  Delaware,  and  were  reputed  to  be  of  means.  I  do  not  know 
irhether  he  ever  inherited  anything.   He  left  the  State  before  I  did,  and  went  into  the  Nary. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  he  became  connected  with  the  public  service  as  paymaster  T 
— A.  YeSi  sir  ;  my  brother  and  he  were  theological  students  in  the  theological  seminary  at 
Lexington,  Ky.  That  seminary  got  into  financial  difficulty,  and  the  students  had  to  scatter. 
Mr.  Bradford  went  into  James  K.  Polkas  family  as  private  tutor,  until  Mr.  Polk  became 
President,  and  I  understand  that  through'  his  influence  he  was  put  into  the  Navy.  I  should 
«ay  that  he  went  into  tho  Navy  as  far  back  as  1840,  and  probably  Mr.  Polk's  influence  put 
him  there. 

Q.  Do  von  know  of  any  other  source  of  income  that  Mr.  Bradford  had  except  from  his 
office  T — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  during  the  Virginius  excitement,  yon  solicited  the  infla- 
ence  of  the  Messrs.  Cattell.  in  order  to  divert  provision  and  clothing  supplies  from  New 
York  to  Philadelphia  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  either  one  of  them  undertake  to  do  so  for  you  ? — ^A.  Elijah  Cattell  did  speak  to  Mr. 
Watmough  on  the  subject,  as  I  understood  it.  At  any  rate,  the  result  was  that  Mr.  Fulton 
was  authorized  to  make  these  purchases  which  I  have  heretofore  referred  to,  and  I  beliere 
nearly  all  these  orders  of  provisions  and  clothing  which  were  furnished  came  from  the  pay- 
master. 

Q.  Yon  did  receive  some  open  orders  at  that  time  firom  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  great  bustle  and  excitement,  and  it  seemed  to  be  a  sort 
of  open  order  to  furnish  evervthing  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Q.  Why  did  you  apply  to  the  Messrs.  Cattell  for  their  influence  7 — A.  I  thought  that  Elijah 
Catt«ll  had  the  influence  in  Washington  City.  He  seemed  to  have  a  good  deal  of  business 
there,  and  I  thought  he  had  influence  with  the  bureau.  He  seemed  to  be  on  intimate  terms 
with  them  there.  He  was  on  intimate  terms  with  the  Secretary,  and  I  presumed  that  gave 
him  influence  with  the  bureau. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  sell  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  on  open  purchase  at  that  time  7— 
A.  We  had  at  different  times  supplied  small  requisitions,  t)ut  not  much  ;  thejr  did  not  reqnire 
much  from  us.  The  large  supphes  were  generallv  sent  from  New  York  to  this  yard. 

Q.  Did  they  require  of  you  at  that  time  beef,  pork,  sugar,  rice,  coffee,  and  beans  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  a  large  lot  of  beans. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  what  your  charge  was  for  those  articles  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  remember  what  the  prices  were. 

Q.  You  have  those  prices  on  your  books,  have  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  regard  to  the 
beans  and  sugar,  and  the  molasses ;  by  the  time  we  got  them  delivered,  they  haq  got  so  ad* 
vanced  that  I  said,  myself,  to  Mr.  Russell,  "  I  should  be  very  willing,  if  the  Department 
would  allow  me,  to  take  them  back  at  the  price  we  put  them  in  at,  and  we  pay  the  cartage 
from  the  yard."  I  told  him  that  we  could  make  a  speculation— the  advance  on  the  articles 
had  been  so  great. 

Q.  State  the  date  at  which  you  sold  those  articles,  and  the  prices  which  you  obtained,  a&d 
also  furnish  to  this  committee  your  invoice  of  purchases. — A.  I  will  furnish  that  statement 
hereafter  to  the  committee  from  my  books.  We  sent  up  to  Western  New  York  for  these 
beans,  not  being  able  to  buy  them  either  here  or  in  New  York  City.  Wo  sent  parties  to 
Western  New  York  and  had  them  bought  up.  We  base  profits  in  Navy  transactions  at  10  per 
<5ent.  if  we  can  obtain  it ;  that  was  our  calculation,  and  tliat  is  the  way  the  profits  of  our 
business  are  calculated. 

Q.  In  what  condition  was  the  beef  that  you  furnished  f  Was  it  in  Navy  barrels  ?^A. 
Yes,  sir ;  Navy  standard  barrels. 

Q.  Did  you  pack  it  yourselves  ? — A.  No,  sir;  we  had  it  done;  it  was  put  in  the  regular  stand- 
Ard  barrels,  I  am  sure,  with  a  great  many  hoops  upon  it. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  it  in  barrels  or  in  tierces  7 — A.  In  barrels. 

Q.  Please  furnish  to  this  committee  the  price  you  paid  per  barrel,  and  the  price  at  which 
you  sold  it  per  barrel. — A.  I  will  do  so  hereafter,  from  the  records  of  our  establishment. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Fulton  came  here  was  he  directed  to  purchase  from  you ;  and,  if  so,  by 
whom  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  directed  to  purchase  from  us. 

Q.  Did  he  have  inBttucUona  «bl  a\\^ — k.  \  xXivd^s.  \iQ\..    1  vVivwk  that  upon  inquiry  he  found 
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that  we  were  eogaged  in  that  kind  of  business — that  is,  furnishing  suppiies ;  and  I  think  he 
tent  his  requisition  to  us  in  view  of  the  knowledge  that  he  considered  we  had  of  the  business. 
That,  however,  is  only  my  inference. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  After  the  Bureau  of  ProTisions  and  Clothing  had  advertised  for  proposals  for  such 
articles  as  sugar,  coflfee,  rice,  and  beef,  state  if  they  could  not,  in  three  days*  notice,  have 

Procured  those  articles  by  bidders  under  contract  f — A.  I  suppose  they  could,  those  articles. 
'bey  are  always  on  hand  in  stock. 

Q.  Would  it  not  have  been  advantageous  for  them,  in  your  opinion,  to  have  advertised 
for  those  articles  and  made  competition  f — A.  I  will  give  you  my  candid  opinion  in  regard 
to  advertising. 

Q.  But  I  mean  in  this  instance. — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer 
your  question.  It  might  have  been,  and  it  might  not ;  I  cannot  say  whether  it  would  have 
been  an  advantage  at  that  time  or  not. 

Q.  Would  not  people  have  been  glad  to  have  sold  those  articles  at  5  per  cent,  profit  T — A. 
I  would  almost  be  inclined  to  say  no,  and  I  will  explain  why.  Very  few  persons  are  dis- 
posed to  sell  the  Gk>vemment  in  that  line  of  the  business,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  that 
they  have,  owing  to  the  red  tape  and  circumlocution  in  the  Navy  Department,  in  getting  the 
basineas  through. 

Q.  State  the  time  at  which  payments  were  made  for  the  articles  which  you  supplied.  Do 
you  remember  the  time  whicn  intervened  from  the  date  of  delivery  until  the  date  of  pay- 
ment t — A.  We  generally  got  our  money  within  thirty  days  ;  sometimes  it  ran  over  that,  but 
aa  a  general  thing  we  got  our  money  in  thirty  days. 

By  the  Cuairmak  : 

Q.  For  Mr.  CattelFs  interest,  or  supposed  interest,  did  you  agree  to  give  him  any  cpmpen- 
satioB? — ^A.  No,  sir* 

Q.  Was  there  no  onderst-anding  of  that  kind  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  von  ever  pay  any  commission  to  anybody  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  never  to  my  knowl- 
edge, in  all  my  experience  in  doing  business  in  the  Navy. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  deductions  in  the  bills  upon  payment3  being  made,  or  after 
payments  were  made,  either  by  the  Government  or  anybody  else  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowl- 
edge. Deductions  were  made  sometimes  if  there  were  mistakes  in  the  bills.  They  would  be 
sent  back  by  the  paymaster  and  be  corrected. 

Q.  Following  somewhat  the  custom  which  prevails  among  merchants,  of  deducting  so 
much  for  cash  payments,  did  yoa  in  any  instance  with  a  paymaster,  or  any  agent  of  a 
paymaster,  afler  or  upon  payment,  make  any  deduction  from  the  bill,  letting  the  bill  go 
as  against  the  Government  on  its  face  but  giving  the  paymaster  or  his  agent  the  benent 
of  a  deduction  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Mathews,  of  New  York  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  have  any  connection  with  him,  directly  or  indirectly  t — A.  Never.  Mr. 
Mathews  came  over  here.  He  came  over  to  try  to  do  some  business  here.  He  called  to  see 
us,  but  I  did  not  see  him  ;  he  saw  my  brother.  When  I  say  us,  that  would  embody  Noblet, 
Brown  A,  Noblet,  and  D,  &  J.  Noblet,  because  he  knew  we  were  both  doing  business  for 
the  Navy.  I  think  he  saw  my  brother  and  made  some  talk  with  him  about  the  Philadelphia 
business,  but  that  is  all  there  was  of  it. 

Q.  It  resulted  in  mere  talk  1 — A.  That  was  all.  No  transactions  ever  took  place  between 
us. 

Q.  As  I  have  understood  you  in  your  testimony,  Messrs.  Noblit,  Brown,  Noblet  &  Co. 
is  one  firm  which  has  done  business  with  tLe  Navy  Department  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  another  firm  which  has  done  business  with  the  Department  is  the  firm  of  D.  &  J. 
Noblit  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  addition  to  that  is  there  still  another  firm  ? — ^A.  There  is  the  firm  of  Noblet  &  Co. ; 
that  is  the  business  mv  brother  did,  and  he  also  did  some  business  in  his  own  name. 

Q.  That  was  four  characters,  so  to  speak,  in  which  your  brother  did  business  with  the 
Navy  Departipent  ? — A.  The  Noblits  6c  Co.  firm  was  made  to  separate  matters  from  D.  &,  G. 
Noblit,  and  in  contradistinction  to  them,  so  that  bills  and  transactions  and  purchases  should 
not  be  mixed. 
Q.  You  were  interested  in  two  of  those  firms,  were  you  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  out  of  the 
firm  of  Noblit,  Brown  &  Noblit. 

Q.  When  did  vou  go  out  of  it  ? — A.  Pretty  nearly  ten  years  ago. 

Q.  Have  you  had  no  connection  with  that  firm  since  7^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  as  to  Noblit  &  Co.— A.  Noblit  &,  Co.  is  my  brother ;  I  think  that  firm,  may, 
perhaps,  go  back  two  years. 

Q.  Have  you  no  interest  in  that  ? — A.  I  will  explain  that.  Part  of  our  business,  which  I 
reported  to  you  as  $375,000,  embraces  some  business  that  had  been  done  in  the  name  of 
Noblit  &.  Co.  When  we  were  doing  business  as  D.  &  G.  Noblit,  my  brother  thought  it 
best  to  separate  the  name  of  D.  &  J.  Noblit,  and  take  alicense  out  to  do  business  in  the  iiasv^ 
of  Noblit  &>  Co.,  so  as  to  have  business- matters  separated. 
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Bj  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  so  as  to  have  the  naval  business  separated  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  as  to  show 
our  business  transactions  separate ;  to  have  the  naval  business  separate. 

Q.  The  Navy  business  was  to  be  done  by  Noblit  &  Co.? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  did  some  busi- 
ness for  some  time  in  that  name  until  this  vinegar  transaction  occurred.  Bat  since  then  I 
have  done  no  business  with  the  Navy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  has  possession  of  the  books  of  Noblit  &,  Co.  ?— A.  They  are  kept  by  our  book* 
keeper  at  the  bank. 

Q.  Who  is  your  book-keeper  t — A.  Mr.  Withemp.  We  did  a  certain  amount  of  business 
as  Noblit  A,  Co.  with  the  Navy,  with  which  I  was  interested.  My  brother  did  business  as 
Noblit  &  Co.  also  with  the  Navy,  of  which  I  knew  nothing. 

Q.  That  is  since  you  quit  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  had  business  with  the  Navy  direct  from  the 
bureau,  and  in  some  of  these  matters  to  which  you  have  referred,  of  beef,  pork,  &c,  be  had 
orders  direct  from  the  bureau. 

Q.  At  the  same  ^ime  that  you  had  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  during  the  same  time. 

Q.  In  giving  the  amount  of  business  at  the  sum  which  you  have  mentioned,  you  did  not 
include  or  intend  to  include  what  your  brother  had  done  himself,  did  you  t — A.  No.  sir :  I 
gave  you  what  is  Ihown  on  the  books  of  D.  &  J.  Noblit,  and  a  portion  of  what  we  have  on 
the  books  of  Noblit  &,  Co.'s  transactions  so  far  as  they  go.  I  have  given  you  as  far  as  I 
was  interested  myself  and  was  cognizant  of  the  transactions. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  your  firm,  or  either  one  of  them,  made  any  loans  to  Mr.  Wetmaugh  ? — 
A.  No,  sir.  I  asked  my  brother  about  that,  because  I  think  a  question  of  the  kind  was 
asked  me  the  other  day ;  and  he  told  me  of  all  the  money  transactions  that  occurred  with 
Witmaugh  and  himseUf  as  president  of  the  Com  Exchange  Bank.  He  told  me  that  he 
wanted  a  loan  of  $600  out  of  the  bank,  for  which  he  gave  his  note  and  gave  a  bond  as  col- 
lateral security.  They  did  not  loan  on  single-named  paper  without  collateral  security.  The 
bond  of  $1,000  was  given  as  collateral  for  the  loan,  which,  as  the  note  matured,  was  paid  hy 
him.  That  was  all  the  transaction  in  the  way  of  money  that  ever  passed  between  them, 
and  that  he  did  in  his  capacity  as  president  of  the  bank. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Did  they  have  one  standard  in  the  article  of  sugar  for  Navy  supplies  f — A.  They 
called  for  a  certain  standard  of  sugar,  say  **  B"  or  **C  *'  sug^,  and  we  then  furnished 
them  with  samples,  from  which  they  made  their  selections. 

Q.  Did  they  use  about  the  same  grade  all  the  timet — A.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  the  same 
parade.  We  put  in  e  higher  grade  of  sugar  during  that  emergencv  than  they  were  famish- 
ing in  New  x  ork — fully  one  number  hieher.  These  supplies  Tor  the  Philadelphia  y  vd  were 
always  drawn  from  the  New  York  yara.  Whenever  they  wanted  anything  for  a  ship  here 
they  drew  from  there,  and  we  did  not  keep  much  of  a  stock  here.  Everything  was  required 
up  to  the  full  Navy  standard,  and  in  one  instance  we  had  to  send  to  Boston  to  get  some 
pickles,  as  the  full  Navy  standard  pickles  could  not  be  obtained  elsewhere. 


Philadelphia,  April  21,  1876. 
John  Noblit  recalled  and  examined.  ^ 

By  Mr,  Jones  : 

Q.  Who  compose  the  firm  of  D.  &  J.  Noblit  f — A-  My  brother,  Dell  Noblit,  jr.,  and  my- 
self. I  am  the  older,  but  he  takes  the  leading  name,  for  the  reason  that  he  was  in  business  by 
himself  in  Philadelphia  before  I  came  here. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  person  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  said  firmf — ^A.  No,  sir; 
and  there  never  has  been. 

Q.  Is  there  such  a  firm  as  D.  Noblit  &  Co. ;  and,  if  so,  who  compose  that  firm  ?— A.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  firm  of  that  name.  Mj  brother,  D.  Noblit,  is  in  business  ;  he  took  out  a 
license  as  Noblit  &,  Co.,  and  some  business  was  done  under  that  firm-name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  specifically  who  composed  the  firm  of  Noblit  &  Co.— A.  It  was  my  brother  and 
myself,  so  far  as  these  transactions  were  concerned  which  you  have  seen  on  our  books.  These 
were  all  the  transactions  of  that  firm  that  I  had  anything  to  do  about,  but  my  brother  may 
have  done  something  for  himself  in  that  matter.  He  did  sometmes  for  D.  &  J.  Npbbitt  in 
his  own  name. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q,  Are  any  persons  directly  oi  Xn^u^^ilVy  \w\ftx^^\j^  \xi  ^vvi  €xm.  other  than  those  you 
iiave  mentioned  f — A.  15o,  s\i*,  noiXo  tn'j  V\io>N\^^^.  \\iw^\i^\.^^^vi^^V\^^^\Vi3kJL there 
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is.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  myself  I  knew  of  no  person  in  any  business  transactions,  ex- 
cept  mj  brother,  and  never  have  ever  in  anything  I  have  done,  either  in  connection  with 
the  Navy  or  any  other  business. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  of  anybody  who  is  in  with  your  brother,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Koblit  &.  Co.? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  is.  If  there  bad  been  I  should  probably 
have  discovered  it. 

Q.  Who  have  composed  the  firm  of  Noblit,  Brown,  Noblit  &  Co.,  within  the  last  two  years  f 
— A.  I  think  1  went  out  of  the  firm  in  1865,  or  about  that  time,  and  put  a  younger  brother 
in  the  firm.  From  that  time  it  was  composed'  of  my  brother,  Dell  Noblit,  jr.,  Willard  8. 
Brown,  Jacob  D.  Tnrck,  and  the  younger  brother,  who  took  my  place,  whose  name  is  Joseph 
C.  Noblit.  John  S.  Brown,  I  think,  has  an  interest  in  some  way,  although  he  is  not  one 
of  the  firm.    They  give  him  an  interest  besides  a  salary. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  said  firm  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
the  firm  was  originally  D.  &,  J.  Noblit. 

Q.  Is  there  no  firm  which  you  know  of  called  D.  Noblit  &,  Co.  T — A.  No,  sir ;  my  brother 
has  done  business  with  the  Navy  in  his  own  name  ;  whether  he  has  put  Co.  to  it  at  any 
time,  or  not,  I  do  not  know.    He  has  frequently  done  business  with  the  Navv. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  is  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  him  ? — A.  I  do 
not.    I  do  not  think  there  is  anybody  interested  with  him,  or  that  there  ever  has  been. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Has  your  brother  any  business  relations  or  connection  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t 
— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  not.  *  I  never  knew  that  he  had,  and  never  knew  that  he  had  any 
transactions  with  the  Secretary  at  all.  If  he  has  had,  it  has  been  without  my  knowledge. 
Mr.  Robeson  may  have  been  at  the  store  of  Noblit,  Brown  &.  Noblit  and  bought  some  eoods. 
I  do  not  know  that,  however.  As  I  have  said  before,  almost  everybody  connected  with 
the  Navy  came  there  to  buy  something.  I  think  if  there  had  been  anybody  in  business  with 
my  brottier  I  should  probably  have  been  in  position  to  discover  it. 

Q.  Upon  whose  recommendation  were  the  clerks  of  Paymaster  Russell  employed  f — ^A.  I 
do  not  know  that.  Mr.  Hall,  the  chief  clerk,  was  a  Jerseyman,  and  had  been  a  clerk  in  the 
Com  Exchange  Bank.  Senator  Cattell  used  to  be  president  of  the  Com  Exchange  Bank, 
and  was  president  of  that  bank  when  Mr.  Hall  was  clerk  there,  but  whether  any  influence 
of  that  kind  put  him  in  office  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Who  is  the  other  clerk  there  ? — A.  There  are  others,  but  I  do  not  know  the  names  of 
any  of  them,  except  Mr.  Hall,  whom  I  knew  when  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  bank. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  accommodations  in  any  way  being  given  by  the  firm  of  Noblit, 
Brown  <&  Noblit,  or  by  D.  &  J.  Noblit,  or  Mr.  Dell  Noblit  to  Mr.  Russell  f->A.  No,  sir ; 
except  in  the  shape  of  a  loan,  which  has  been  spoken  of  before.  You  will  have  observed  on 
our  loan-account  ^dOO  loaned  to  Mr.  Russell,  which  has  been  repaid.  I  know  that  Noblit, 
Brown  &  Noblit  sold  him  goods. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Russell  has  repaid  that  money  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that,  be- 
cause I  happened  to  get  my  share  of  the  pay. 

Q.  What  necessity  was  there  then,  changing  the  books  of  Mr.  Dell  Noblit  in  relation  to  that  t 
— A.  In  regard  to  that,  I  knew  nothing  untilthe  book-keeper  told  me  of  it.  I  saw  one  loan- 
account  there.  I  opened  that  account  because  I  recollected  that  at  some  time  or  another 
I  had  borrowed  some  money  from  the  Cattells,  and  I  wanted  to  inform  my  mind  of  it.  In 
opening  the  book  I  saw  the  matter  there,  although  I  knew  long  before  that  we  had  loaned 
Russell  ?600.  It  was  a  loan.  The  other  was  a  loan,  but  they  had  been  charged  off,  so  the 
explanation  was  made  to  me,  and  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it  otherwise.  It  had 
been  charged  off  in  settling  up  the  books,  to  profit  and  loss,  which  my  brother  discovered, 
and  he  afterward  altered  tnem  back  to  their  original  position,  which  is  not  what  I  call  good 
book-keeping.  When  an  account  is  charged  off  and  you  want  to  restore  it,  my  way  would 
>*'ive  been  to  have  opened  the  account  again.  But  he  took  that  method  or  restoring  it. 
Those  were  loans,  according  to  my  knowledge.  As  I  stated  to  you  the  other  day,  we  loaned 
Mr.  Cattell  $2,000,  with  an  uncertainty  as  to  whether  we  would  get  it  or  not. 

Q.  But  it  appears  from  your  books  as  if  Mr.  Russell  had  paid  the  amount,  and  you  state 
here  now  that  he  has  paid  it,  and  yet  the  books  show  that,  instead  of  being  paid,  really  it  is 
transferred  to  a  different  account,  and  re-appears  under  the  head  of  **  contingent.*'  How  do 
you  account  for  that  1 — A.  I  am  not  book-keeper  enough  to  explain  that.  We  loaned 
Mr.  Russell  $600,  and  then  we  loaned  ^t,  Cattell  $2,000,  the  circumstances  of 
which  I  have  stated  heretofore  to-the  committee.  Now,  those  accounts  went  on  our  books 
as  loans.  I  pay  no  attention  to  our  books  and  know  nothing  about  them.  I  cannot  tell  you 
to-day  how  my  own  account  stands  on  the  books,  because  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I 
have  not  looked  at  out  books  for  twelve  months,  until  I  looked  at  that  loan-account,  to  see 
those  transactions,  after  I  had  got  a  subpoena  to  appear  before  this  committee.  I  had  thought 
of  borrowmg  some  money  from  Cattell  myself,  and  I  looked  at  that  loan-account. 
I  say  that  I  know  that  loan  was  made  to  Mr.  Russell,  because  at  the  time  it  was  made 
by  my  brother  he  called  my  attention  to  it. 

Q.    Not  to  go  off  with  any  wrong  impression  about  this,  do  I  understand  ^owtv^^  V^  ^"^.'^ 
that  Mr.  Russell  came  to  you  and  paid  you  the  one-ha\f  of  tVial  deViVl — k,  '^\,  '^>aAs»<iJ^ 
1  auie  into  the  bank  and  paid  my  brotner  and  me  the  $600, 
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Q.  Just  an  even  $600  ?— A.  The  interest  had    accnmabtted.     Said  I,  "  Mr.  Russell,  we 

are  not  money-lenders.    We  loaned  you  that  money  to  accomodate  you,  and  I  am  satis* 

fied  with  the  principal,  and  without  the  interest.*'    He  says,    **  I  want   to  pay  yon  the 

interest.**    I  told  him  we  were  satisfied  with   the   principal.     He  paid  the  fijOO  and 

went  away.    He  canne  back,  I  think,  the  next  day,  although  I  am  not  sure  of  that,  and 

faid  the  interest.     He  paid  that  to  my  brother,  and  my  brother  handed  me  my  share  of  it 
think  it  was  |75. 

EQ.  When  was  that  payment  made  7 — A.  Speaking  from  memory,  I  think  it  was  made 
robably  some  time  in  March.  The  book-keeper  credited  it  at  the  time ;  at  least  I  belieYS 
e  did. 

Q.  Has  not  that  payment  been  made  since  this  naval  investigation  commenced,  and  yon 
and  he  had  notice  of  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  €600. 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  commencement  of  the  naval  investigation  in  WashingtpD.— >A.  Ht  wss 
paid  in  March.   I  think  the  cash-book  shows  that  fact,  although  I  am  not  sore  of  the  date. 

Q.  Had  you  then  at  the  time  of  the  payment  any  knowl^ge  of  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee had  called  for  the  papers  and  books  of  Mr.  Matthews  at  New  York  f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
not  the  least  idea.  All  I  had  was  from  the  newspapers,  which  was  the  £act  that  yon  bad 
gone  into  an  investigation  of  Mr.  Robeson*s  affairs  or  the  affairs  of  the  Navy.  That  was 
public  rumor,  and  was  well  known.   That  is  all  I  kn^w  about  any  investigation. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  be  in  the  bank  at  the  time  Mr.  Russell  called  to  pay  that 
money  7~A.  I  am  there  almost  every  day.  I  do  not  suppose  I  miss  one  day  in  tne  week 
but  what  I  am  in  the  bank  at  some  time  or  another.  It  is  the  exception  when  I  am  not 
there.  It  is  the  only  place  that  my  brother  and  I  can  talk  over  our  business  affairs.  My 
brother  does  not  come  to  our  factory  once  a  month,  and  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  him 
every  day  about  the  requirements  of  the  factory,  &c.  I  therefore  make  it  my  ni&  to  be  in 
the  bank  once  or  twice,  and  may  be  three  times,  a  day.  I  was  in  the  bank  when  Mr.  Rus- 
sell came  in.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  he  said,  **  I  have  come  in  to  pay  this  $600  loaned 
to  me.**  He  said  to  me,  **By  the  way,  Mr.  Noblit,  you  are  interested.**  Said  I,  *Tes,  I  am ;  I 
am  very  glad  that  you  have  come  to  nay  it.**  He  paid  the  (600  down,  and  I  made  a  remark 
about  interest  He  spoke  of  paying  the  interest.  I  said  I  was  veiy  glad  to  get  Uie  principal 
without  the  interest,  out  he  aid  come  afterward  and  he  paid  the  interest. 

Q.  And  you  think  that  was  a  day  or  two  after  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  not  the  same  day. 

Q.  Then  if  the  entry  shows  on  your  books  that  it  was  paid  on  the  same  day  it  is  a  mis- 
take ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  unless  he  came  in  after  I  went  out.  He  certainly  did  not  pay  it  then. 
He  might  have  come  in  afterward ;  I  do  not  know  that 

Q.  Can  vou  tell  wh^,  when  Mr.  Russell  paid  the  items  that  were  charged  to  expense^ec- 
coant  which  were  against  him,  expense-account  was  not  credited  with  those  sums  f— A. 
Now,  sir,  some  items  that  you  discovered  on  the  books  I  did  not  know  were  on  them  until  tiie 
book-keeper  called  my  attention  to  them  to-day,  or  else  I  would  have  said  when  I  was 
speaking  of  loans  in  regard  to  Mr.  Russell — I  would  have  said  more  than  $600.  I  only 
knew  of  that  (600,  for  the  reason  that  I  had  given  no  attention  to  the  books,  and  did  not 
know  anything  about  their  condition. 

Q.  Those  amounts  still  stand  charged  to  expense-account,  according  to  your  books  ?— 1. 
Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  anything  ab^ut  that. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  :  ^ 

Q.  How  long  had  that  $600  item  been  standing  before  it  was  paid  by  Mr.  Russeii  f— A- 
About  two  years.   In  r^ard  to  our  books,  I  know  nothing  about  them  scarcely. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  little  singular  that  even  down  to  a  very  late  date  that  expense-acconot 
should  be  charged  with  $2^.60,  a  loan  to  Mr.  Russell  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  that  item  is. 
Q.  This  last  item  to  which  I  am  directing  your  attention  is  upon  Uie  new  small  bookt— 
the  Navy  Department  books  alone.  How  should  it  happen  that  any  item  of  individosl  ei- 
penses,  such  as  payment  for  and  on  account  of  Mr.  Russell,  should  be  credited  in  that  book  f 
— A.  Gentlemen,  when  you  get  me  on  the  hooka  I  do  not  know  anything  about  them.  Ism 
entirely  ignorant  of  our  books.  I  am  so  ignorant  of  them  that  you,  having  had  them  to 
ook  at  can  tell  me  probably  more  about  my  own  personal  accounts  that  I  can  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  that  expense-account  being  charged  with  the  samof 
$500  to  A.  G.  Cattell  ? — A.  I  can  remember  that.    I  have  reason  to  remember  it 

Q.  What  was  that  for? — A.  I  did  not  think  much  of  the  contribution.  I  thought  it  was 
a  little  heavy.  In  the  New  Jersey  election  of  1^4  there  was  a  great  effort  made,  and  daring 
the  election- time  there  was  a  great  deal  of  money  raised  to  carry  that  election  in  New  Jer* 
sey.  There  was  a  contribution  levied  upon  Philadelphians,  and  in  the  bank,  I  presume, 
almost  everybody  had  to  do  something  to  contribute  toward  that  election.  Senator  Cattell 
was  raising  all  he  could  for  the  New  Jersey  election.  My  brother,  in  his  liberality  in  the  mat- 
ter, contributed  that  $500. 
Q.  That  was  an  electioneering-fund  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Robeson  was  then  known  to  be  a  candidate  for  Ihe  United 
States  Senate?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  he  was.  He  has  been  trying  to  make  it  for  some^^ears, 
but  he  has  not  succeeded  yet.  There  was  no  special  effort  to  make  him  Senator;  or  that  was 
not  the  reason  for  wlucVi  l\i\a  money  vj«i»  T«A»fe^  A  ^'^  '^^q^  iVL\nk«  It  was  to  carry  the  State- 
I  knew,  of  course,  thai  Vie  "w«k*  «k  e«bnii5\^«i\.ft>^\i^\ift\i%A\i%«a.^  ^'w^^\\'a»\fc\w.  ^Sa^^time. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  the  other  item  of  1*250  for  presents  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  that  this  afternoon  the  book-keeper  told  me  of  it. 
That  shows  that  it  was  for  a  Christmas-present,  although  I  do  not  know  about  the  transac- 
tion.  I  might  explain,  in  order  to  meet  that  case,  that  my  brother  is  pretty  liberal,  and  will 
contribute  for  D.  &  J.  Noblit,  and  will  contribute  for  Noblit,  Brown  &  Noblit,  and  make  his 
contributions  without  consulting  any  of  us.  To  illustrate  that,  he  made  a  contribution  for  Noblit, 
Brown  &,  Noblit  for  $3,000  for  the  Centennial  buildings,  and  did  not  consult  any  of  them  about 
it.  They  found  out  that  they  were  in  for  it  afterward.  He  would  give  anything  away  in  the 
shape  of  money,  and  I  would  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  as  I  looked  over  the  books  ; 
and,  as  I  have  said,  I  very  rarely  opened  the  books.  I  think  I  could  say  that  I  have  not  opened 
our  books  for  twelve  months  until  I  opened  them  when  I  was  subpoenaed  here.  I  remember 
at  one  time  I  had  advanced  money  to  the  Cattells,  and  I  thought  I  would  look.  *  I  found  that 
I  had  borrowed  two  sums  of  money  instead  of  one.  For  twenty  months  I  was  sick,  during  the 
time  those  books  were  opened.  From  May,  Jc^2,  to  October,  1873,  I  was  not  in  businees  at 
all,  but  was  at  home. 

Adjourned. 


Philadelphia,  AprU  18,  1876. 
A.  S.  Stetson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Haiiris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  I  am  in  the  general  commission  business. 

Q.  What  class  of  goods  do  you  deal  in  f — A.  We  handle  vessels  altogether.  My  busi- 
nefts  relates  mainly  to  vessels  and  freights. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  and  sell  vessels  on  commission  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  own  vessels. 

Q.  Have  you  had  contracts  since  1871  with  the  Navy  Deportment  of  any  nature,  or 
have  you  made  contracts  with  other  parties  on  commission  7 — A.  We  have  made  all  our 
contracts  with  Mr.  Russell,  the  paymaster.  United  States  Navy,  here  at  Philadelphia. 

Q.  What  class  of  contracts  have  you  negotiated  through  him  7 — A.  Freighting  coal  for 
the  Navy  Department ;  for  instance,  to  Boston,  Norfolk,  Washington,  Key  West,  Pensa- 
cola,  and  San  Francisco  and  other  points  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Q.  In  your  contracts  have  you  dealt  directly  with  the  Department  7— A.  I  have  dealt  with 
Mr.  Russell. 

Q.  You  have  not  dealt  with  any  other  oflScer  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  commissions  to  any  outside  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom? — A.  I  paid  commissions  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 

Q.  To  what  extent  have  you  paid  commissions  to  Mr.  Caltellf — A.  In  two  instances  I 
paid  commissions  for  his  influence,  but  I  contracted  with  Mr.  Russell.  In  one  instance  I 
paid  Cattell  1445.19. 

Q.  When  was  that?— A.  That  was  in  1874. 

Q.  What  was  thatpavment  for? — ^A.  For  his  influence. 

Q.  In  what  contract  T — A.  In  several  vessels— contracts  for  cargoes  for  several  vessels. 

Q.  Was  that  for  his  influence  in  securing  you  the  contract  ? — A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  his  influence  with  Russell 7— A.  No, sir;  his  influence,  I  suppose,  at  Washington. 
I  heard  that  such  freights  were  in  the  market,  and  I  told  him  that  fact  as  I  understood 
it,  and  told  him  if  such  was  the  case  I  would  like  to  get  the  contract.    I  told  him  I  would 

g've  him  a  portion  of  my  commissions.    They  were  shortly  after  advertised  openly  by  Mr. 
assell.     Of  course  I  was  not  then  under  obligation  to  Mr.  Cattell ;  but  as  I  said  I  would 
do  so,  I  gave  him  a  part  of  my  commission.    The  other  matter  was  connected  with  the 
ship  Getherer,  on  which  I  paid  Cattell  a  commission  of  |720.    She  went  to  Honolulu. 
Q.  What  were  your  total  commissions  7 — A.  A  little  rising  $1,400. 
Q.  You  gave  him  nearly  half  your  commissions  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  half.  ^ 
Q.  These  were  advertised  for  by  Russell,  were  they  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  the  first  one  was  adver- 
tised by  Russell ;  that  was  what  they  called  open  purchase  ;  and  the  other  purchase  was 
Dot  advertised. 
Q.  But  you  made  your  arrangements  with  Russell  ? — A.  Entirely  with  Russell. 
Q.  Did  you  make  your  bargain  with  Cattell  before  you  made  your  contract  with  Russell  ? 
^  A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did  make  a  bar^in  with  Cattell.    I  asked  Cattell  for  his  influence  at 
the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,  Commodore  Shufeldt. 

Q.  But  you  had  your  talk  with  Cattell  before  you  made  your  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I 
told  him  I  had  heard  from  the  captain  of  the  Getherer  that  there  was  such  a  thing  in  the 
ttiarket.  I  asked  him  whether  it  was  so,  and  if  so,  if  he  could  use  his  influence  for  me.  His 
Htiswer  was  that  he  did  not  know  it  was  so,  but  he  was  soon  going  to  Washington  and 
'Would  find  out  and  let  me  know. 

Q.  Did  he  go  to  Washington  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Did    he  find  out  and  let  you  know  f — A.  He  said  he  saw  the  parties  in  Was'tington, 
<iiid  most  likely  the  freight  would  be  ordered  through  Russell. 
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Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  did  he  do  aoythiDg  more  than  that? — A.  Kot  at  all.  I  got  my 
order  from  Mr.  Russell. 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  the  money  you  ever  paid  Mr.  Cattell  ? — A.  That  is  every  dolhr  I 
ever  paid  him  for  coal.  I  paid  him  for  (rrain-freight.  That  is  all  the  payments,  however,  I 
have  made  to  him  on  account  of  the  United  States  Government,  either  Navy  or  other  con- 
tracts. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  him  commissions  for  freights  obtained  for  you  from  private  parties  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  Derby  was  another.  He  chartered  a  vessel  fVom  me  to  snip  g^in  to  Spain. 
I  paid  hiin  half  comminslon  for  that.  I  collected  my  commissions  from  the  vessel  as  I  do  in 
most  cases,  but  gave  him  half.    The  vessel  pavs  the  commission  in  all  cases. 

Q.  And  although  you  chartered  the  vessel  for  him  to  ship  his  own  grain  in,  you  collected 
half  the  commissions  and  paid  halfback  to  him? — A.  No,  sir;  I  collected  the  whole  5  per 
cent,  commission  and  paid  him  half  of  it  back. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  transactions  with  Mr.  Cattell? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  had  an 
order  for  corn  through  him,  but  nothing  concerning  the  Government. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  him  any  other  commission  in  any  other  way  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  intercourse  with  the  heads  of  Departments  at  Washington  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Robeson  ? — A.  I  know  him.     I  knew  him  as  a  lawyer  in  Camden. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  business  relations  with  him  while  he  has  been  Secretary  7— A.  Not 
a  word,  except  one  time  when  he  was  in  Merchantville,  and  I  happened  to  be  at  aneighbor's, 
and  asked  liim  if  he  would  give  a  nephew  of  mine  a  commission  in  the  naval  school  at  An- 
napolis. He  said  that  he  could  not  control  that,  but  told  me  to  make  my  application  and  he 
would  favor  it.    I  made  the  application  and  the  boy  was  examined,  but  was  not  elected. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  I  merely  know  him  by  introduction. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  business  with  him  7 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  paid  to  anv  other  person  than  Cattell  any  portion  of  any  money  on  ac- 
count of  any  contract  secured  by  you  7  I  mean  to  any  person  connected  with  the  Navy 
Department. — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  never  paid  a  cent  to  a  soul. 

Q.  Have  you  made  presents  or  gifts  .' — A.  I  never  made  a  present  or  a  gift  of  a  cent. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  vou  are  a  ship-broker. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  not  a  ship-owner  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  interested  in  vessels  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  largely. 

Q.  You  have  owned  some  partly  and  some  wholly  f — A.  None  wholly.  I  own,  for  in- 
stance, from  one-sixteenth  up  to  three- fourths. 

Q.  You  have  paid  Mr.  Cattell  for  his  influence  with  the  Department  in  procuring  con- 
tracts for  freight  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  ship  Getherer,  to  Houolula.  Did  yon  own  part  of  her  7 — A.  No, 
sir  ;  none  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  was  by  open  purchase  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  advertisement  f — A.  No,  sir. 
'  Q.  Y'ou  had  no  competition  in  getting  that  freight  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  fixed  the  price  of  the  freight  in  that  case  f — A.  Paymaster  Russell.  He  got  the 
order  from  Washington,  as  I  understood  it.     I  got  it  from  Paymaster  Russell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  price  was  given  or  intimated  to  the  Department  by 
any  one  ? — A.  X  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  to  Mr.  Cattell  what  that  freight  ought  to  be  f — ^A.  Most  likely  I  did. 
The  last  vessel  chartered  to  the  Pacific,  by  another  man,  got  |16  a  ton  to  Pichilique.  I 
got  $14. 

Q.  Is  Pichilique  a  good  port  to  go  to  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  sent  a  vessel  since  at  $3  less. 

Q.  Then  you  named  the  price  of  $14  to  Mr.  Cattell  7 — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that.  X  sup- 
pose I  did. 

Q.  Were  hot  your  commissions  dependent  on  the  freights  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  5  percent 
on  the  whole  amount  of  freight. 

Q.  Then  the  larger  the  freight  the  more  your  commission  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Cattell  could  get  you  a  freight  at  a  large  price,  your  commissions  would  be 
large  whether  you  owned  the  vessel  or  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  you  owned  the  vessel,  you  would  have  a  double  interest  in  getting  a  large 
price  ? — A.  Certainly  I  would. 

Q.  And  yon  could  aff.rd  to  pay  Mr.  Cattell  more  money  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  certainly ;  Mr. 
Cattell  or  anybody  else. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  paying  Mr.  Cattell  on  a  grain-freight-  that  he  shipped  himself.  Is 
that  in  accordance  with  the  usage  here  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  usage  where  the  shipper  furnishes  the  cargo? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  is  it  the  usage  in  Philadelpnia,  in  the  naval  freight  business,  to  allow  half  com- 
missions  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  the  persons  furnishing  the  cargo? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  furniBYiet  oi  \Xv^  ew^oX— k,  Yw  Vr&V^'ws.^,  \£  I  have  a  contract  from  the 
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Government,  and  another  man  has  a  yessel,  I  say  *'  I  will  give  you  a  charter  if  you  will  give 
me  half  commissions." 

Q.  I  understand  that ;  but  that  is  where  4he  man  has  the  power  in  his  hands.  Russell  had 
the  power  in  his  hands  in  this  case  ? — A.  That  contraet  on  the  Pacific  was  advertised  for  ten 
days.  One  vessel  was  $27,000  freight,  and  I  suppose  I  got  $80,000  or  $90,000.  It  was 
all  advertised  and  all  the  competition  in  Philadelphia  was  theref  After  I  had  got  that  freight, 
for  instance,  one  of  my  vessels  did  not  arrive  from  sea,  and  I  took  up  a  Boston  ship.  He  nad 
to  Rive  rae  half  commission. 

Q.  Then  you  considered  in  the  case  of  the  Getherer  that  Mr.  Cattell  was  the  shipper  of 
that  cargo,  and  he  was  by  usage  entitled  to  half  commission  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Q.  Then  the  Government  freighting  is  not  the  same  as  private  freighting  f — ^A.  No,  sir  ; 
it  was  only  his  influence  that  I  paid  him  for ;  I  took  the  cargo  through  Mr.  Russell  direct 
from  the  Department  in  Washington. .  If  any  man  g^ves  me  a  freight,  I  collect  the  commis- 
sions from  the  vessel. 

Q.  Did  you  collect  your  freight  from  Mr.  Russell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  did  not  allow  him 
a  commission. 

Q.  But  notwithstanding  you  took  the  freight  from  Mr.  Russell,  you  paid  Cattell  half  the 
commissions  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

• 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  These  vessels  in  which  vou  were  part  owner  you  have  from  time  to  time  chartered  to 
the  Government  yourself  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Cattell  interested  with  you  in  any  of  those  vessels? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  except  in 
those  I  have  spoken  to  you  about.  I  have  always  received  my  orders  through  Mr.  Russell, 
and  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  they  have  been  advertised,  and  I  have  oeen  a  regular 
bidder  the  same  as  everybody  else. 

Q.  You  have  done  the  greater  part  of  the  freighting  here  for  the  navy>yard,  have  yon 
not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  the  proportion  from  this  point  within  the  last  three  years. — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you. 

Q.  Has  it  been  three- fourths,  four-fifths,  or  nine-tenths  f — A.  I  should  judge  that  we  have 
had  since  1871,  say,  nine-tenths  of  the  coal  which  has  been  shipped  all  over  the  world,  both 
to  the  Pacific  and  all  along  our  coast,  from  Boston  down  to  every  navy-yard.  Since  1862  I 
suppose  I  have  had  three-fourths  of  it.  We  have  got  the  vessels,  and  nobody  could  get  them 
but  us. 

Q.  You  speak  of  having  competition.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  within  the  last  three  or  four 
years  has  anybody  competed  with  you  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  f — A.  Every  commission-merchant  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Have  they  put  in  bids  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  present  at  the  opening  of  those  bids  ? — A.  Everv  man  is  around  there. 
Say  the  time  is  set  at  12  o'clock  to-day,  we  all  come  up  with  our  bids,  and  sometimes  hold 
them  in  our  hands  until  within  five  minutes,  and  then  we  pass  them  to  the  paymastejr,  and 
stand  around,  and  he  and  his  clerk  open  them.  Most  generally  he  opens  them  and  the  clerk 
reads  them  out  aloud.  Likewise,  at  the  same  time  the  bid  is  read  for  the  coal.  The  bid- 
ders for  the  coal  and  the  freight  are  together. 

Q.  Name  two  or  three  of  these  ship-brokers. — A.  Workman  &  Co.  and  Merchant  &,  Co. 
I  soppone  we  own  more  vessels  than  all  the  rest  of  them  put  together,  however. 

Q.  Who  has  been  supplying  the  Government  principally  with  coal  here  T— A.  The  Read- 
ing Road  has,  I  think,  supplied  the  biggest  part.  Joon  Street  &  Co.  have  supplied  some, 
and  Hammett  &  Neal,  the  firm-name  oeing  now  Neal  and  somebody  else,  have  supplied 
coal.     Mr.  Hammett  is  dead. 

Q.  You  are  frequently  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Russell  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  access  to  his  books  and  papers,  have  you  not  7 — A.  Not  to  his  books. 

Q.  Have  you  to  his  papers? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  do  a  good  deal  of  writing  on  his  desk  and  at  his  table f — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  think  I  ever  did  anything  except  sign  a  bill  of  lading  or  charter-party  there  in  my 
life.     I  never  signed  a  contract  there. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  never  given  anything  to  Mr.  Russell  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  never  gave  him  a  cent  in  any  shape  in  mv  life. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  loan  him  money  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  never  asked  me  for  anything — he 
never  insinuated  that. 

Q.  You  never  gave  him  any  accogimodation  of  any  kind,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  never  allowed  him Uny  percentage? — ^A.  Never;  I  never  did  that  to  any  Gov- 
ernment officer  in  my  life,  and  never  was  asked  to. 

Q.  Your  relations  with  £.  Q.  Cattell  are  very  intimate,  are  they  not  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we 
are  neighbors. 

Q.  Yon  loan  him  a  great  deal  of  money,  do  you  not? — A.  I  do.    I  do  not  know  that  I 
ought  to  say  a  great  doal.    I  think  the  thing  is  about  equal.     He  loau«  m(i  «c&  \svm<:>)1i  «&\ 
loan  him.     We  are  business  friends. 
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Q.  Do  you  loan  him  jour  note  7— A.  Sometimes.  He  returns  it  to  me  any  time  I  want 
his  note.    He  always  reciprocates. 

Q.  To  what  extent  have  you  done  business  per  annum  for  the  Government  for  the  last 
three  years  f— A.  I  suppose  it  will  amount  to  froot  $100,000  to  |*<200,000  a  year. 

Q.  Out  of  that  yon  have  paid  to  Mr.  Cattell  in  only  those  two  instances  which  you  hare 
mentioned  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  paid  to  other  parties  in  the  same  way  I  have  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  loan  any  money  or  extend  any  accommodation  whatever  to  Captain  Shu- 
feldtT— A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Or  to  Admiral  Reynolds  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  only  know  Captain  Reynolds  by  sight  as  an 
oflBcer  of  the  Navy,  and  I  know  Captain  Bhufeldt  in  the  same  way.  I  would  not  know  him 
if  he  was  to  come  along  the  street  toKlay  away  from  his  place  in  Washington. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  loan  any  money  to  the  Secretary  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  never  render  him  any  accommodation  whatever? — A.  Never  a  cent 

Q.  Part  of  the  Government  business  that  you  have  done  has  been  transporting  iron  from 
the  navy-yard,  has  it  not  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  chartering  vessels  to  remove  iron  from  the  Kittery  navy-yard 
to  Mr.  John  Roach*s  yard  within  the  last  four  or  five  years  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remem- 
ber chartering  a  single  one. 

Q.  Did  you  charter  vessels  to  go  from  here  up  there  with  coal  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  in  that  case  have  a  charter-party  to  bring  back  the  iron  7 — A.  O,  yes ; 
that  is  so  ;  old  pig.  I  brought  it  back  from  Boston  and  Portsmouth.  It  went  to  Chester. 
There  was  a  man  there  who  nad  charge.  I  do  not  know  who  it  was.  It  was  not  Russell ; 
Russell  introduced  him  to  me. 

Q.  Was  it  William  M.  Hanscom  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was.  We  were  taking  some  coal 
for  the  United  States  Government  for  Mr.  Russell  to  Boston  and  Portsmouth,  and  after  we 
had  carried  a  part  of  it  a  gentleman  was  introduced  to  me  by  the  name  of  Hanscom,  I  think, 
although  I  would  not  be  certain  as  to  that,  and  we  made  an  agreement  to  bring  a  part  of 
this  iron.  I  think  it  was  two  loads  from  the  Portsmouth  yard  and  three  or  four  from  the 
Boston  yard. 

Q.  According  to  usage,  did  you  give  him  a  part  of  the  commission  7 — A.  Never  a  cent. 

By  Mr.  J0NE8 : 

Q.  Have  you  shipped  any  coal  from  here  to  the  New  York  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  do  not  recoj. 
lect.  That  is  not  our  business.  We  have  larger  and  deeper  vessels.  All  the  coal  that  goes 
to  New  York  goes  through  the  canal.  It  may  be  the  case  that  we  have,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber a  single  vessel  sent  to  New  York. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  any  plate-iron  from  New  London  for  Roach  or  anybody  else  ?— A.  Ko, 
sir ;  nor  from  New  York,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  you  did  not  carry  but  two  loads  of  iron  from  the  Portsmoath  osrj. 
yard  f — A^  1  am  not  sure  of  that,  but  I  think  that  was  all.  I  think  there  were  but  two  car- 
goes shipped  from  there ;  but  if  I  recollect  right  there  were  five  or  six  shipped  firom  Boston, 
and  we  got,  I  think,  only  two  or  three  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  how  large  these  cargoes  were  from  Portsmouth  7 — A.  I  ihmk  they 
were  something  like  300  tons  apiece.  I  think  there  were  from  600  to  700  tons,  takio^  ^^ 
cargoes. 


Philadelphia,  April  17,  l^^ 
William  A.  Wituerup  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  the  book-keeper  of  Mr.  Dell  Noblit  7 — Answer.  I  am. 

Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Noblit  at  the  present  time  ? — A.  He  is  sick. 

Q.  As  such  book-keeper,  cAu  yon  state  the  extent  of  Mr.  Noblit*s  business  with  the  Ni^ 
Department  for  the  last  two,  three,  or  four  years  ? — A.  I  should  calculate  it  wss  some 
^50,000  to  $300,000. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  per  annum  or  altogether  t — A.  I  mean  altogether. 

Q.  How  far  would  that  go  back  7— A.  I  think  I  have  had  charge  of  the  books  three  or  four 
years. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  do  you  know  whether  he  has  had  any  business  relstioni 
with  E.  G.  Cattell  or  A.  G.  Cattell,  or  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  f— A.  Yes ;  I  think  he  has.  I 
cannot  state  as  to  individual  relations,  but  he  has  had  business  transactions  with  the  finn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  during  that  period  of  time  he  has  paid  any  commissions  to  tbe 
Messrs.  Cattell  &  Co..  or  to  any  member  of  the  firm  t — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Is  there  any  such  account  open  upon  his  book  as  commissions  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  his  business  with  Messrs.  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  t— A.  He  has  \o»^ 
them  money  and  he  has  borrowed  money  from  them.  Whether  he  has  purchsited  anjthing 
from  them  or  not  I  do  not  know.    1  <^o\xVd^ however^  tell  from  the  books. 
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Q.  Has  Mr.  Nobiit  bad  any  business  relatioDS  with  G.  M.  Robeson,  Secretary  of  tbe 
IJavy  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledfj^e. 

Q.  Is  any  account  with  Mr.  Robeson  open  on  tbe  books  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  no  entries  of  any  character  or  payments  made  through  or  to  him  ? — A.  No, 
«ir.     Not  during  my  time. 

Q.  Does  any  account  appear  upon  his  books  with  Mr.  J.  O.  Bradford  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  do 
not  know  of  any. 

Q.  Or  with  Mr.  Watmoujfly  ?— A.  No,  sir.    Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Or  with  Mr.  Russell  If — A.  There  has  been  an  account  with  Mr.  Russell  of  money 
loaned  to  him.     I  do  not  know  of  anything  else. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Does  all  the  cash  of  the  house  go  through  your  hands  7 — A.  The  entries  of  the  cash  do. 

Q.  All  of  them  ? — A.  Yes  ;  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Are  there  no  memoranda  or  entries  on  your  books  showing  money  transferred  to  those 
having  influence. or  power  with  any  one  in  the  Navy  Department  t — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  If  there  were  any  entries  of  that  kind  would  you  not  know  itf— A.  I  would  if  they 
were  entries  which  would  have  to  go  into  the  account ;  otherwise  I  would  not  know  it. 

Q.  If  they  were  entries  and  did  not  have  to  go  on  your  accounts  it  would  be  something 
remarkable,  would  it  not  7 — A.  Yes ;  I  think  so.  But  what  I  mean  to  say  is  this,  that  if  Mr. 
Nobiit  should  draw  money  and  have  it  charged  to  him,  I  would  of  course  have  no  way  of 
"knowing  what  that  money  was  used  for. 

Q.  Still  you  do  know  pretty  well,  generally,  when  he  draws  a  check  what  it  is  for  ? — A. 
Well,  no  ;  I  cannot  say  tuat  I  do ;  that  is,  his  individual  check  for  his  individual  use. 

Q.  Does  he  own  the  whole  concern  ? — A.  I  think  he  does  at  the  present  time.  His  brother, 
John  Nobiit,  was  formerly  connected  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  never  draw  a  check  for  him  to  sign  to  give  to  some  one,  which  check  was  not 
charged  on  your  book  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  fill  out  and  sign  and  draw  checks  himself  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  not  in  any  place  on  the  stubs  of  those  checks  the  statement  of  what  they  were 
drawn  for  f — A.  Yes.  When  the  checks  were  not  drawn  by  me  it  would  be  necessary  to 
put  that  synopsis  on  the  stubs,  so  that  I  would  know  for  what  purpose  the  check  was  given. 

Q.  Have  you  those  stubs  f~A.  Mr.  Nobiit,  I  presume,  has  them. 

Q.  Are  they  not  in  your  possession  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  the  stubs  of  old  check-books  which 
have  run  out. 

Q.  Are  they  not  in  the  building,  and  accessible  to  you  ? — A.  I  presume  they  are. 


Philadelphia,  April  17, 1876. 
W.  A.  WiTHERUi*  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Have  you  obtained  the  stubs  of  the  checks  which  yon  were  requested  to  fur- 
nish to  this  committee  7 — Answer.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  them,  owing  to  Mr.«Noblet's 
absence.  They  are  locked  up.  The  cash-book,  however,  will  show  everything  that  the 
check-book  would  show. 

Q.  Upon  reference  to  the  books  of  Dell  Nobiit,  I  notice,  under  the  head  of  **  loan  ac- 
count," a  loan  made  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Russell,  daced  January  17,  lti74,  for  $6U0  ;  that  appears 
to  be  correct,  does  it  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  that  that  loan  is  credited  by  cash  returned  $600,  of  date  March  6,  1876  ;  do 
your  books  show  that  any  interest  was  paid  or  received  upon  that  loan  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
there  is  an  entry,    '*  interest  on  note,  $75." 

Q.  That  entry  is  of  very  recent  date,  is  it  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  March  6. 

Q.  Under  your  loan  account  I  observe  under  date  March  13,  1874,  **  A.  0.  Cattell  &  Co., 
|2,000  ;  "  is  that  correct  ¥ — A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  Now,  turning  to  the  credit  side  of  that  loan  account,  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact, 
S8  is  appearent  from  your  ledger,  that  in  both  the  entries  on  the  credit  side  of  the  account  of 
Bussell   and  the  account,  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  there  have  been  erasures   made  in  the 
book. — A.  [Examining.]  Apparently  there  have  been. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  why  that  was  done  7 — A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whom  the  erasures  were  made  7— A.  I  do  not.  I  do  know  that  they 
^ere  not  made  by  me. 

Q.  Who  has  access  to  the  books  except  yourself  7 — A.  The  books  are  kept  in  Mr.  Noblit^s 
^esk,  in  his  office  in  the  bank.    They  are  not  {particularly  under  lock  and  key.     Mr.  Nobiit 
^as  access  to  them  at  all  times,  and  also  Mr.  Jno.  Nobiit. 

Q.  Is  the  credit  made  to  Mr.  Russell  in  your  handwriting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  entry  is  made  by  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  made  by  me  Iti  t\i^  cwwX\-\iQ^V. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  to  have  received  the  payment  from  Mr.  Rnssell  f — A.  I  minember 
to  have  seen  it  paid  to  Mr.  Noblit  by  a  check.  I  cannot  nay  on  what  bank  nor  can  I  tell 
the  amount  of  toe  check. 

Q.  What  possible  motive  or  reason  could  there  have  been  for  that  erasure  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  A.  W.  Rnssell  the  purchasing-paymaster  at  this  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  books  which  you  nave  produced  the  only  books  which  you  have  in  year  cus- 
tody 7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  is  what  we  call  the  day-book. 

Q.  Your  day-book  being  the  one  from  which  these  accounts  are  made  up  T — A.  No,  sir; 
the  day-book  has  the  entries  of  bills  purchased  and  bills  sold.   There  are  no  cash  entries  ioit. 

Q.  It  is  the  merchandise  entries  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  upon  your  cash-book,  under  date  of  February  19,  1875,  expense  account,  "A. 
W.  R.,  $22. 80."  What  does  that  mean  ? — A.  That  is  probably  taken  from  the  stab  of  tbe 
check.    That  is  my  entry,  and  I  presume  I  made  it  from  the  stub  of  a  check. 

Q.  That  is  upon  the  credit  side  of  cash  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  on  the  debit  side  it  says  **  United  States  Navy  Department,"  does  it  not  ?— A  Yes, 
sir ;  those  are  payments  of  bills  in  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Then  those  credits  would  be  charged  upon  that  account,  would  they  not  7 — A  Tliis 
credit  is  a  charge  against  tbe  cash.    That  was  so  much  cash  paid  out. 

Q/  Except  from  the  Navy  Department  and  D.  and  J.  Noblet  on  the  debit  side,  are  tber« 
shown  to  be  any  other  sources  from  which  cash  is  received  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Hence  the  expense  account  paid  to  A.  W.  R.  is  a  charge  upon  that  sum  of  cash  so 
re  ceived  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  A.  W.  R.7 — A.  I  do  not  know  what  that  entry  is  any  more  than  that,  as  I  saj^ 
It  must  have  been  taken  from  a  stub  of  a  check. 

Q.  Upon  turning  to  your  ledger,  that  item  is  shown  to  be  cash  paid  out,  is  it  not? — ^A-Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Then  it  is  apparent  that  that  sum  of  cash  was  paid  to  A.  W.  R  ,  whoever  he  is  7— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  not  those  the  initials  of  the  purchasing-paymaster  at  this  place  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  In  looking  at  this  account  it  has  apparently  been  squared  once,  has  it  not  7 — A.  No, 
sir ;  this  is  the  loan  account.  There  is  no  balance  of  the  account ;  each  entry  balances  tte 
opposite  entry. 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  making  that  erasure  on  the  credit  side  of  the  loan  account?— A. 
I  do  not  know.     I  did  not  erase  anything  myself. 

Q.  Is  that  not  where  A.  O.  Cattell  is  charged  cash  $2,000  7  Was  not  that  entry  made  tfter 
the  red  mark  was  put  on  the  line  underneath  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  find  any  other  part  of  the  book  where  there  is  an  entry  close  down  to  the  red 
line  f — A.  That  red  line  was  not  drawn  there  for  the  purpose  of  balancing. 

Q.  Do  you  find  any  other  part  of  the  book  where  an  entry  is  made  close  on  the  red  line 
like  that  is  made  7 — A.  The  only  difference  is  that  this  line  comes  all  the  way  across  iustesd 
of  having  a  short  line  above  it.  W^  draw  the  short  line  in  order  to  balance,  and  then 
draw  the  long  lino  underneath. 

Q.  In  all  your  accounts  that  are  balanced  yon  draw  a  long  red  line  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  a  blank  space  of  one  line  between  that  and  the  other  charges.  Is  not  that  so  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir,  * 

Q.  Is  not  this  the  only  place  where  the  charge  is  made  to  A.  G.  Cattell,  No.  2,  where  tbe 
blank  place  usually  left  is  filled  with  a  charge  ?— A.  I  will  explain  to  you  that  that  was  not 
intended  to  be  drawn  across  there  for  the  purpose  of  balancing,  and  that  is  the  reason  tbst 
there  was  no  blank  space  left,  because  each  entry  in  that  account,  called  'Moan  accouot,'' 
balanced  itself.    That  entry  was  not  made  there  after  the  red  line  was  drawn. 

Q.  Can  you  swear  to  that  7 — A..  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  that  payment  to  A.  Q.  Cattell  &  Co.  was  not  put  in  there  after  the  red 
line  was  drawn  and  the  account  considered  closed  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  why  is  the  erasure  on  the  credit  side  on  that  same  line  7 — A.  That  I  caooot  tell 
because  I  did  not  make  it. 

Q.  That  erasure  goes  right  across  to  the  credit  side  of  the  page,  does  it  not !— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Where  is  that  loan  charged  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ?— A.  It  stands  there  on  the  books 
as  a  charge  against  them.  It  is  also  charged  on  the  cash-book,  at  page  I7:i,  *' A.  G>  Cattell 
&  Co.,  loan,  12,000,  March  13,  1874." 

Q.  Was  that  posted  at  that  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  loan  like  that  out  to  any  other  individual  ! — A.  I  caaaot  tell  joo 
that.  There  is  a  loan  to  Waldron  Hook,  November  28,  1874,  which  has  not  been  paid ;  that 
is  the  only  one  besides  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.*sloan. 

Q.  Are  those  the  only  two  loan  accounts  which  you  have  4)ut  which  are  not  paid  ^—^ 
Yes,  sir. 
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Philadrlphia,  April  21,  1876. 
William  A.  Withekup  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  cash-book  of  Mr.  Dell  Noblitt.  On  p'\f^  147,  I  find 
ish  credited  with  the  sum  of  $150  opposite  the  name  of  A.  W.  Russell ;  is  that  correct  ? — 
nswer.  I  presume  so  ;  it  is  not  my  entry  or  writini^. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  transaction  f— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  paid  to  him,  or  in  what  manner  it  was  disposed  of  by 
im ? — A.  No>  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  On  page  179  in  your  cash-book,  under  date  of  October  27,  1874.  I  find  this  item : 
Expense-account,  check  to  A.  G.  C,  ^00.  "  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  ? — A. 
hat  is  my  writing. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  the  meaning  of  that  transaction  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  it  not  appear  from  that  entry  that  the  expense-account  of  the  establishment  was 
barged  with  a  check  given  to  A.  G.  C.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  party  or  person  do  those  initials  A.  G.  C.  represent? — A.  It  might  represent  A. 
.  Cattell.  1  do  not  know  that  it  does. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  person  with  those  initials  having  business  relations  with 
our  firm  1 — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Q.  On  page  181,  I  find  under  date  of  December  21,  1874,  *'  Expense-account,  $233.85; 
.  W.  R."— A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  That  would  represent  that  expense-account  was  chargeable  with  that  pum  of  money 
aid  to  a  party  bearing  the  initials  A.  W.  R.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  are  the  initials  of  the  purchasing-paymaster  at  this  place  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  On  page  137  of  the  same  book,  the  following  entry  on  the  credit  side  of  cash  :  '*  Ex- 
cuse A.  U.  Cattell  &  Co.,  for  presents,  $250.'*  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  trans- 
ition!—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  observe  upon  page  304  of  your  ledger,  under  date  of  December  30,  1874,  an  entry 
nder  the  journal  head  of  '*  profit  and  loss,"  of  the  following  nature:  "To  contingent  ac- 
)unt,  $600."  "To  contingent  account,  $2,000."  Can  you  state  what  this  is  ? — A.  Those 
ntries  were  made  by  direction  of  Mr.  Noblett. 

Q.  When  f — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  when. 

Q.  [Holding  book  to  the  light.]  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  as  to  whether  the  original 
itries  on  this  oook  have  not  been  erased  7 — A.  [Examining.]    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  beneath  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  7 — A.  At  this  time,  September  30,  the  sum  of  these  accounts  was  carried 
nto  '*  profit  and  loss."  There  were  two  entries  in  the  **  loan-account" — **A.  W.  Russell, 
600,"  **A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  $2,000."  Afterward  Mr.  Noblett  told  me  that  he  wanted  these 
wo  entries  changed.  The  erasures  on  page  731,  under  **  loan-acconnt/*  made  in  the  entries 
cferring  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  and  A.  W.  Russell,  were  not  made  by  me. 

Q.  Were  the  erasures  named  in  the  contingent  account  made  by  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
bink  they  were.     I  won't  say  positively  about  that.   . 

Q.  You  state  that  that  was  all  done  by  direction  of  Mr.  Noblett  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  he  give  you  that  direction  ? — ^A.  X  cannot  tell  yon  when. 

Q.  Was  it  a  year  ago,  or'two,  or  three,  or  four  years  ago  ? — A.  Not  so  long  ago. 

Q.  A  month  ago  7 — A.  It  might  have  been. 

Q.  Have  they  not  been  made  within  the  period  of  the  last  month  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  been  made  within  the  period  of  the  last  two  7 — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 
It  mnst  have  faieen  prior  to  March  6, 1876,  but  how  long  prior  to  that  time  I  cannot  say. 
.  Q.  It  is  a  day  or  two  7— A.  No,  sir,  longer  than  that 

Q.  A  few  days  prior  to  that  date  ? — A.  No,  sir,  longer  than  that.     I  cannot  say  how  long. 

Q.  Do  yoi;  remember  about  that  time  hearing  that  this  committee  had  called  for  the  books 
f  Mr.  William  Matthews,  of  New  York? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that. 

Q.  Did  you  never  read  it  in  the  newspapers? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  read  it  in  the  news- 
apers. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  the  effect  of  that  change  ? — A.  It  is  to  leave  these  charges  against  Mr.  Rns- 
ell  and  against  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co. 

Q.  While  befoie  that  time  they  had  been  placed  to  *' contingent  account?" — A.  Before 
hat  they  were  placed  to  "  profit  and  loss." 

Q.  As  losu  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Philadelphia,  April  17,  1870. 
John  S.  Lee  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  Camden,  N.  J. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Robeson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Messrs.  A.  6.  and  £,  6.  Cattell  7 — A.  I  am. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  anything  about  the  relations  which  exist  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  the  Messrs.  Cattell,  or  either  of  them  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  pos- 
tively.  A  little  over  two  years  ago,  or  previous  to  that  time,  I  was  in  the  ship-chandlery 
business,  but  I  have  been  out  of  it  for  about  two  years.  Some  four  years  ago  we  were  doing 
some  business  with  the  Department  in  connection  with  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  and  I 
noticed  several  things  which  I  thought  were  irregular,  and  of  which  I  made  a  memorandum 
at  the  time.  A  fire  occurred,  however,  at  the  store  and  destroyed  my  memoranda,  and  I 
have  no  facts  in  my  mind  now  that  I  can  remember.  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Cattell  and  his 
friend,  Mr.  Noblett,  had  considerable  business  at  the  pnrchasin^*paymaster*8  office. 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  that  fact  T — A.  I  think 
I  did.    I  think  I  wrote  him  a  letter  concerning  it. 

Q,  Did  you  complain  or  state  in  that  letter  that  the  customary  methods  which  had  thereto- 
fore prevailed  in  the  navy -yard,  had  been  deviated  from  for  the  advantage  of  those  parties  f 
— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  stated  it  exactly  in  that  way. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  state  it  7 — A.  Before  Mr.  Robeson  was  appointed  Secretary  I 
was  intimate  with  him,  and  being  in  the   ship-chandlery  business,  and  having  done  always 
more  or  less  in  the  line  of  furnishing  goods  to  the  Navy,  but  not  to  a  very  large  extent, 
I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  might  enable  me  to  do  considerable  more.    He 
had  promised  that  I  should,  and  he  gave  me  a  letter  to  the  purchasing-paymaster,  who  was 
at  that  time  Mr.  Petit.    I  complained  that  Mr.  Petit  did  not  give  me  much  of  a  show.    He 
afterward  appointed  Mr.  Russell  and  told  me  things  would  be  different.    I  presented  my  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  to  Mr. Russell,  but  things  aid  not  change;  and  seeing  that  I  hadn't 
much  of  a  show,  I  wrote,  in  very  plain  wo^ds,  to  the  Secretary  that  I  did  not  ask  any  favori. 
but  merely  asked  a  right  to  have  a  chance  in  fair  competition  with  others.     I  told  him  I 
would  throw  aside  former  friendship,  and  claimed  that  it  was  my  right  to  have  an  eqaal 
chance  with  the  Cattells  or  anybody  else.    That  is  about  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  let- 
ter.   I  think  he  made  me  no  reply.    I  never  did  a  dollar*s  worth  of  business  for  the  Xary 
after  that. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  fair  show  in  fair  competition  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  say  that  I  did  not. 

Q.  State  if  it  is  your  observation  that  Messrs.  Noblett  and  Cattell  have  done  the  lar^r 
part  of  the  business  7 — A.  It  has  appeared  so  to  me,  although  I  cannot  say  positively,  as  I 
could  not  tell  who  was  furnishing  goods.     Mr.  Noblett  appeared  to  have  a  good  deal  to  do 
and  say  in  the  office.    He  would  go  in,  go  to  the  paymaster's  desk,  overhaul  his  papers, 
and  have  access  to  my  proposal  or  any  others,  or  any  other  papers  which  were  lying  on  his 
table.     I  have  seen  that  done.    As  to  what  Cattell  or  the  others  have  done  in  the  way  of 
furnishing  supplies,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  suspicions ;  I  do  not  know  facts.    That  is,  I 
have  no  positive  evidence  of  it,  although  I. made  that  charge  to  the  Secretary  in  writing.   I 
recollect  Pavmaster  Russell  telling  me  that  when  he  came  to  Philadelphia  he  did  not  koovr 
anybody ;  that  he  was  a  stranger ;  that  the  only  man  he  knew  was  Elijah  Cattell,  who  got  him 
appointed  here  or  placed  here.    In  another  interview  he  informed  me  that  Mr.  Noblett  was 
on  his  bond.    I  never  saw  anything  of  Alexander  Cattell  in  connection  with  the  basiness. 
Every  time  I  was  brought  in  contact  with  any  of  them  it  was  Elijah,  althoagh  Elijah  and 
Alexander  are  in  partnership,  and  were  at  that  time  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  G.  Cattell  & 
Co.     Tbev  were  near  neighbors  of  mine  in  business  and  were  supposed  to  be  doing  a  grain 
business,  but  there  has  not  been  much  grain  bundled  there  for  the  last  six  or  seven  jears,! 
think. 

Q.  That  was  their  nominal  business,  however? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  information,  of  any  fees  or  commissions  being  paid  by 
anybody,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  anyone  connected  with  the  naval  service T — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  witlyn  the  last  three  or  four  years  that  advertisements  have  been  made 
for  the  supplies  and  stores  required  at  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  ? — A.  Not  in  the  way 
that  they  formerly  were.  Occasionally  there  are  advertisements  issued  for  some  coal,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  advertisements  for  general  supplies  during  that  length  of  time,  except  once 
a  year  in  an  order  emanating  from  Washington.  Prior  to  that  period,  however,  it  was  cos- 
tomary  when  the  paymaster  wanted  to  buy  anything,  if  it  amounted  to  $200,  or  more,  to 
advertise  for  proposals.  That  has  not  been  done  for  some  years  past.  My  business  has 
been  such  as  to  lead  me  to  scan  the  newspapers  quite  closely,  and  the  only  advert isem^nts 
wlich  I  have  seen  during  the  period,  as  I  have  mentioned,  have  been  occasionally  ^^^^' 
tisenients  for  cargoes  of  coal,  or  for  vessels  to  carry  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  has  been  furnishing  the  coal  at  this  point  to  the  Government  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  During  this  period  ot  Ume,  «k\id  ^^^rUevvlarly  since  Mr.  Russell  has  been  there,  b**^ 
often  have  invilatiuus  foTpiopofta\a\)eftAis\xW\\V\ftiv<i'5QM\ — k.W^w^Akttow  that  any  have 
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been  submitted  to  ine.  I  made  it  my  business  to  go  to  his  office  everj  day,  and  to  ask  him  if 
they  wanted  anything:.  He  would  then,  perhaps,  ask  me  to  make  a  bid  for  some  supplies. 
Wlien  Mr.  Petit  was  there  he  sent  me  invitations  a  number  of  times. 

Q.  You  do  not,  however,  remember  a  single  instance  in  which  Mr.  Russell  invited  you  to 
make  proposals  ? — A.  No ;  except  verbally.  If  I  called  in  at  the  office  and  asked  if  they 
wanted  anything,  he  may  have  said  to  me  that  they  wanted  something,  and  that  I  might 
bid  on  so  and  so. 

Q.  This  committee  is  charged  by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the  duty  of  inves- 
tigating into  any  errors,  abuses,  or  frauds,  which  may  exist  in  the  naval  service.  Do  you 
know  of  anything  yourself  which  would  be  material  to  this  investigation  t — A.  I  do  not 
recollect  anything?.  As  I  have  said  before,  while  I  was  in  business,  I  made  it  a  point  when 
I  noticed  any  irregularities,  or  anything  wrong  in  the  paymaster's  office,  to  make  a  memor- 
andum of  it  and  put  it  in  my  desk,  but  owing  to  the  fire  which  occurred  in  my  store  and 
burned  up  my  memoranda,  I  am  uaable  to  give  you  any  information.  My  mind  is  not  clear 
as  to  any  acts  of  irregularity. 

Q.  But  you  are  satisfied  that  you  called  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
the  way  in  which  things  were  being  done  by  the  paymaster  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes ;  I 
recollect  the  substance  of  that  letter,  charging  the  Cattells  with  having  the  inside  track  and 
saying  that  there  was  no  use  in  my  attempting  to  do  anything. 

Q.  Since  that  time  has  there  been  any  change  in  the  mode  and  method  and  extent  of  the 
business  with  the  Cattells  and  the  Nobletts  ?— A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  business,  hav 
ing  been  out  of  it  for  over  two  years.    After  sending  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  I  did  not  go  near  Mr.  Russell's  office.    I  staid  away,  and  if  he  had  come  to  me  and 
asked  me  to  sell  him  something  I  would  not  have  done  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  class  of  goods  do  you  deal  in  ? — A.  Ship-chandlery  goods,  ropes,  and  everything 
used  on  board  ships,  anchors,  chains,  <&c. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  furnish  any  goods  not  within  your  special  line  ? — A.  No,  sir;  the  ship- 
chandlery  business  comprises  everything  that  is  used  on  board  of  ships. 

Q.  It  would  not  include  provisions  and  clothing,  would  it  ? — A.  Yes,  it  includes  pro- 
visions, but  not  clothing ;  although  on  one  occasion,  I  believe,  we  furnished  some  woolen 
sacks. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  since  you  wrote  him  that  Idtter  ? 
— A.  I  have  never  spoken  to  him.    I  have  treated  him  with  contempt. 

Q.  Were  your  relations  pleasant  and  agreeable  with  him  before  that  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  cause  for  your  feeling  toward  him  except  that  you  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  getting  contracts?— A.  Except  that  he  h^  not  kept  his  word  with  me.  He  prom- 
ised me  that  I  should  have  not  only  an  eaual  chance,  but  a  better  chance  than  before  ;  that 
when  there  was  anything  wanted  I  should  know  it,  and  have  the  opportunity  to  bid  for  it. 
We  always  considered  it  a  favor  to  know  when  things  were  wanted. 

Q.  You  dealt  directly  with  the  paymaster  7 — A.   les. 

Q.  Of  course  you  do  not  know  what  instructions  the  Secretary  gave  the  paymaster? — 
A.  I  do  not.  This  letter  from  the  Secretary  was  written  in  rathsr  a  peremptory  tone,  and  I 
thought  it  very  strange  that  the  paymaster  should  pay  no  attention  to  it.  After  consider- 
ing the  matter,  I  supposed  that  the  Secretary  must  have  had  some  priviate  understanding 
with  the  paymaster  not  to  notice  that  letter. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  peremptory  order  to  buy  from  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  letter  ? — A.  It  was  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  showed  to  the  paymaster. 
It  was  introducing  me  to  the  paymaster.- 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  then,  but  what  that  letter  is  all  that  the  Secretary  communicated  to 
the  paymaster  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that. 


Philadklpiiia,  April  17,  1876. 
Daniel  Bodine  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  In  Camden,  N.  J. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  1 — A.  I  do. 

Q.  State  if,  since  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  have  purchased  and  sent  to 
^im  a  pair  of  hprses? — A.  When  hu  first  took  charge  down  at  Wasnington  I  sent  him  a 
{>air  of  horses. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  who  paid  yon  for  those  horses  ?— A.  He  paid  me  for  them  him- 
^«lf. 

Q.  Did  the  Messrs.  Cattell,  or  either  one  of  them,  pay  you  for  the  horses  ? — A.  They  had 
^:iothing  at  all  to  do  with  that. 

Q.  Did  not  you  receive  their  check  / — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  you  paid  directly  by  the  Secretary  ? — A.  I  wan  paid  by  him.  I  received  the 
money  in  two  payments.  First  he  paid  me  $400,  and  I  think  the  next  time  he  gt^ve  me  the 
balance,  his  own  check. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Q.  How  mach  was  that  balance  ? — A.  I  sold  him  the  pair  for  $300. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  those  the  only  horses  that  you  sold  to  him  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  sold  him  horses  be* 
fore  he  went  into  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  I  mean  since  he  has  been  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  sold  him  one  about  a  year 
ago. 

Q.  Did  the  Messrs.  Cattell  have  anything  to  do  with  the  payment  for  that  horse  T— A. 
No;  he  sent  me  his  check.  I  wrote  down  to  him  that  I  knew  where  there  was  a  saddle* 
horse  which  I  could  buy  for  a  certain  price.  He  had  spoken  to  me  about  it  some  time  before. 
He  sent  me  his  check  for  it.  There  was  a  check  paid  to  me  by  the  Cattells  for  another 
horse.  I  went  to  the  Cattells  to  borrow  the  money  from  them,  telling  them  Mr.  Robeson 
owed  me  for  his  horse,  and  they  (the  Cattells)  told  me  that  they  would  let  me  have  that 
money. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  About  three  or  four  years  ago.  The  Cattells  were  friends  of 
mine,  and  I  have  borrowed  money  from  them  several  times.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the 
amount  they  gave  me  was  $350.  The  first  pair  he  paid  me  half  on  ;  and  after  waiting  some 
^me  I  wrote  down  to  him  that  I  should  like  to  have  the  balance. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  came  you  to  call  on  the  Messrs.  Cattell  ? — A.  I  have  borrowed  money  of  thera  a 
number  of  times,  and  I  went  to  them  and  told  them  I  wanted  to  borrow  some  money  at  that 
time.  I  said,  **  I  have  sent  a  horse  down  to  Mr.  Robeson,  and  have  not  received  the  money 
yet."    Then  they  told  me  they  would  give  me  the  money. 

Q.  Of  course  you  returned  that  loan  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  paid  it? — A.  They  paid  the  money  to  me. 

Q.  It  was  not  borrowed  then  f — A.  It  was  advanced  to  me. 

Q.'  Is  that  the  only  transaction  which  you  ever  had  with  them  in  which  Mr.  Robeson  was 
concerned  ? — A.  No ;  I  had  another  transaction. 

Q.  What  was  that  ? — A.  It  was  a  sale  of  a  horse  about  a  year  ag^.  I  think  I  went  to 
them  and  got  the  money  for  that.  I  sold  the  horse  to  Mr.  Robeson.  I  wrote  down  to  him 
that  I  could  buy  a  saddle-horse,  and  he  told  me  that  if  the  horse  was  all  right,  and  woaid 
drive  in  harness,  he  would  take  him. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  extent  of  that  sale  7 — A.  I  think  it  was  $275. 

Q.  Did  the  Cattells  pay  vou  that  money  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  that  occur  last  fall  ? — A.  It  was  about  a  year  ago. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  transaction  of  a  siaiilar  nature  ? — A.  No  ;  they  never  bar- 
gained with  me  for  any  horses. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  been  informed  whether  Mr.  Robeson  paid  all  that  mooej 
back  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  auythiug  about  that. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  14, 1?7(>. 
John  M.  Scovcl  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Ca  ndin,  N.  J.  7 — Answer.  I  am,  and  hare  been 
for  twenty  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  M.  Robeson,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ?— A.  I 
have  that  pleasure. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  Twenty  years  ;  I  practiced  law  with  him  when 
he  was  prosecutor  of  pleas. 

Q.  Your  relations  were  intimate  up  to  the  period  of  time  when  he  became  Secretary  ot 
the  Navy,  were  they  not  7 — A.  Very  friendly. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  estate  he  possessed  at  the  time  he  wu 
made  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f — A.  I  think  it  was  as  near  nothing  as  possible,  I  knovr  wat 
he  was  a  very  poor  man,  and  so  reputed  in  Camden.  He  was  depenaent  entirely  upon  lus 
profession.  My  cousin,  Mr.  A.  C.  Scovel,  was  Mr.  Robeson's  partner  until  he  became  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  He  prosecuted  and  I  defended  in  all  important  cases  there,  so  tbat  1 
knew  him  very  inl\male\y 
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Q.  Do  you  know  by  what  agency  Mr.  Robeson  became  Secretary  of  the  Navy  7  Have 
you  any  knowledge  or  information  on  that  snbject  7 — A.  It  was  reported  amon^  us  that  he 
was  made  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  Mr.  Borie,  and  more  particularly  by  A.  G.  Cattell. 
They  have  run  him  ever  since,  in  our  opinion. 

Q.  Upon  what  is  that  opinion  based  7 — A.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  be  a  long  story ; 
but  I  resisted  the  combination  in  the  legislature  that  nominated  Mr.  Cattell,  and  elected  him 
United  States  Senator.  That  is  why  I  came  to  know  these  men  very  intimately.  Mr.  Cat- 
tell ofFered  me  at  one  time  $30,000  to  vote  for  him.  I  refused  it,  and  kept  the  legislature 
from  going  into  joint  meeting  for  six  months,  from  April  until  September,  and  then  voted 
for  him  under  protest  to  save  the  fourteenth  amebament,  which  depended  on  my  casting 
vote  in  the  senate.  I  was  president  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  New  Jersev  at  that  time. 
That  was  in  1865. 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Cattell  ofFered  you  $30,000  for  your  vote  7 — A.  Yes, sir;  he 
came  into  my  office,  and  hit  his  fist  on  the  table,  saying,  ** By  God!  I  am  going  to  be 
United  States  Senator,  and  I  have $30,000  here  to  give  vou  to  make  me  so;  you  have  got 
the  casting  vote."  I  says,  '*  You  cannot  give  it  to  me.  I  refused  it.  That  made  war  to 
the  knife,  and  we  have  not  been  on  speaking  terms  for  ten  years  since  then. 

Q.  The  relations  of  Mr.  Cattell  and  Mr.  Kobeson  since  that  time  have  been  exceedingly 
intimate,  have  they  notf — A.  They  are  as  intimate  as  any  two  human  beings  can  be. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  them  frequently  together? — A.  O,  yes;  they  run  the  Navy  De- 
partment together. 

Q.  What  knowledge  or  information  have  you  on  that  latter  branch  ;  that  they  nin  the  Navy 
Department  together? — A.  It  is  chiefly  from  rumor  and  from  having  some  business  in  the 
Department,  and  seeing  Mr.  Cattel  there  and  knowing  of  persons  who  recommended  people 
who  wanted  favors  there  to  Mr.  Cattell,  and  through  him  to  Mr.  Robeson.  My  cousin, 
Charles  P.  Stratton,  who  was  friendly  with  all  the  paities,  was  one  of  the  ring  there,  an4 
one  of  Robeson's  right  hand  men. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  expenditure  of  money  in  any  political  campaign, 
which  money  was  received  from  Mr.  Noblett,or  parties  connected  with  the  naval  service  in 
any  way,  as  contractors  or  otherwise  7 — A.  Generally,  but  not  particularly,  only  to  this  ex- 
tent :  that  Mr.  Robeson  always  came  up^here  to  elections  ;  even  to  the  election  for  mayor. 
He  has  always  been  my  enemy,  but  I  would  go  there  to  conduct  the  campaign,  and  as  late 
as  the  last  campaign  his  hand  was  in  the  election  of  General  Sewell.  He  would  come  per- 
sonally at  all  the  elections.  The  idea  was  given  put  that  he  was  going  to  visit  his  mother. 
He  always  operated  in  our  campaigns.  He  never 'gave  me  any  money  except  when  I  as- 
sisted him.  We  did  become  friends  again,  and  I  endeavored  to  assist  him  in  his  election 
for  United  States  Senator. . 

Q.  Dc  you  know  of  any  fund  being  raised  for  that  purpose  ? — A.  Only  by  common  repu- 
tation ;  that  $30,000  or  $40,000  was  spent,  and  the  money  was  very  free.  I  do  not  know 
where  it  came  from,  or  went  to.  I  know  that  he  furnished  the  expense  of  running  an  extra 
train,  and  matters  of  that  kind,  in  some  instances.  1  know  of  no  illegitimate  expense.  For 
example,  I  made  a  speech  at  Camden  one  night,  and  went  to  Bridgeton  on  a  special  train, 
and  he  furnished  the  money,  or  part  of  the  money,  to  pay  for  the  train.  I  suppose  that 
would  be  legitimate  expenses  of  tne  campaign. 
Q.  You  do  not  know  from  what  quarter  he  derived  the  money  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 
Q.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  designation  of  laborers  in  the  navy-yard  at  Philadel- 
phia, by  whom,  and  by  what  influence  it  was  done  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  been  down  and 
fot  Mr.  Robeson  to  put  in  three  or  four  of  my  friends  ;  not  until  after  I  had  supported  him, 
owever. 

Q.  Were  these  appointments  made  upon  political  considerations,  or  otherwise? — A.  I 
told  him  they  were  friends  of  his  and  friends  of  mine,  and  I  gave  him  their  names,  and  he 
put  them  ill.  It  took  a  greal  deal  of  money  and  a  great  deal  of  time  to  get  a  few  men  in. 
I  never  had  but  very  few  men  appointed  in  the  navy -yard.  Mr.  Stratton  could  give  you  a 
g'reat  deal  of  light,  if  he  would,  oecause  he  has  run  that  branch  of  the  machine  entirely. 

Q.  I  understand  from  you  he  is  a  personal  and  political  friend  of  the  Secretary's  ? — A.  More 
intimate  than  my  consin,  Alvin  Scovel,  who  was  his  law  partner.  He  had  the  conduct  of 
his  campaign  for  the  United  States  Senate.  My  relations  with  Mr.  Robeson  now  are  not  un- 
triendly.  My  relations  with  Cattell  are  not  friendly  at  all,  although  I  did  make  him  Sena- 
tor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enterprise,  speculation,  or  investment,  in  which  Mr.  Robeson 
<ind  Mr.  A.  G.  or  £.  G.  Cattell  are  iointly  interested  ? — A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  could 
Hot  say  as  to  that,  because  I  do  not  know.   They  never  took  me  into  their  counsels  in  any 
Particular. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  point,  the  sources  of  which  are  available  to  the 
Oonomittoe? — A.  They  are  reputed  to  have  been  together  in  this  speculation  in  regard  to 
land,  with  which  A.  G.  Caseoy  was  connected,  and  I  think  Cortland  Parker,  and  possibly 
^^relinghuysen,  and  a  good  many  Newark  men.  I  think  they  called  it  Monmouth  Beach, 
"^hey  bought  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  had  been  in  a  great  many  things  there,  if  you  could 
Only  get  at  them.     That  was  a  speculation,  now  about  three  years  old,  to  establish  a  \)1«^:a^ 
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near  LoDff  Branch  called  Monmouth  Beach.   Thej  are  reported  to  have  been  interested  in 
that  topetner, 

Q.  Do  jou  know  anything  about  the  prosecution  of  claims  before  the  Navy  Department, 
or  parties  interested  in  that  business  ? — A.  When  anybody  had  any  claim  before  the  Navy 
Department  we  always  sent  them  to  Stratton  or  A.  C  Scovel.  Those  men  had  the  Secre- 
tary's ear,  and  were  with  him  continually.  I  supported  Scovel  in  his  interest  for  the  legisla- 
ture, of  which  he  is  now  a  member.  These  were  the  men  who  always  put  through  claims 
in  the  Navy  Department.  I  did  not  have  much  influence.  Mr.  Cattell  was  very  jealous  of 
me.     I  could  not  do  anything  there  personally. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  large  claims  being  put  through  by  either  Stratton  or  A.  C.  Scovel  t 
— A.  Mr.  Stratton  put  a  claim  through  for  me  about  three  years  ago.  It  came  to  me  from 
John  O'Beme,  of  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Why  did  vou  not  prosecute  it  yourself? — A.  I  had  no  influence  with  the  Administra- 
tion. I  would  be  like  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  said  that  he  had  no  influence  with  his  Adminis- 
tration. 

Q.  You  went  to  Mr.  Stratton  for  his  influence  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  a  large  or  a  small  claim  ? — A.   Three  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  it  ? — A.  O'Berne  furnished  me  the  papers,  but  really  I  cannot 
remember  about  it. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  claim  was  allowed ;  the  $3,000  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  gave  Mr.  Str.tton 
seven  hundred  dollars  for  getting  it. 

Q.  What  is  his  (Stratton's)  present  calling  in  life  ?-t-A.  He  is  a  lawyer,  and  a  judge  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  a  politician,  and  a  commissioner  in  bankruptcy. 

Q.  Is  he  now  holding  the  position  of  judge,  or  was  he  during  the  prosecution  of  this  claim 
for  O'Berne  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  my  impression  is  that  he  was.  His  term  expires  a  year  from 
next  May.  He  was  in  for  five  years.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  since  he  has  been  a 
judge. 

Q.  You  paid  him  $700  ? — A.  That  is  my  recollection  of  the  amount. 

Q.  Did  he  have  anything  to  do  in  the  preparation  of  the  claim ;  any  labor  or  any  work  !— 
A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  What  work  did  he  do  in  regard  to  it  ? — A.  Ife  got  it  through. 

Q.  Did  he  go  to  Washington  f — A.  I  think  he  did ;  he  went  down  once  when  General 
Grant  was  on  the  train. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  claim  ? — A.  That  is  all  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  in  regard  to  any  abuses  or  frauds  in  connec- 
tion with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  wrong,  and  have  so  said  and  written  repeat' 
edly,  that  Mr.  Stratton  should,  as  we  supposed,  run  the  navy-yard  there.     It  was  an  open 
thing.     He  put  men  in  and  out  of  the  yara  when  he  pleased.     If  men  were  sent  to  him  they 
would  be  put  in  and  out  apparentlv  at  bis  will  for  political  purposes.    I  speak  now  from 
reputation.    The  navy-yard  was  always  used  by  those  people,  of  whom  Mr.  Stratton  was 
the  head,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  elections,  and  they  do  control  elections  and  nomina- 
tions by  the  navy -yard  and  the  custom-house.     I  went  to  a  man  named  Evans  once,  a  cas- 
tom-house  officer,  and  wanted  him  to  support  me  for  the  State  senate.     He  said  he  would  if 
I  would  get  a  letter  from  George  M.  Kobeson.     Those  two  brandies  of  the  service  were  raa 
in  the  interest  of  what  is  callea  the  ring,  and  have  been  so  for  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Jersey  side,  oppo- 
site to  or  near  League  Island,  by  the  Goveniment,  or  by  anybody  for  the  use  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment T — A.  Only  by  reputation.  The  reputation  was,  I  think,  that  Mr.  Cattell  had  a  set 
of  silver  presented  to  him  for  his  supposed  services  in  that  regard.  Mr.  Warburton,  of  tbe 
Telegraph,  told  me  that  he  gave  $100  to  it.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  for  that  purpost?. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  the  head  and  front  of  getting  that  done,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a 
great  thing  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Q.  You  are  having  reference  to  tue  location  of  the  yard  at  League  Island.  I  speak,  how- 
ever, in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  in  tue  State  of  New  Jersey,  opposite  to  or 
nearly  opposite  League  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  dirt  to  haul  down  to  fill  in?— A. 
I  have  not  any  knowledge  of  that. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Robeson  became  Secretary  of  the  Navy,'he  was 
reputed  not  to  be  worth  anything  ? — A.  A  lawyer  there  had  a  bill  against  him  for  $20  to 
collect,  for  book?,  for  some  time,  and  that  did  not  look  as  though  he  was  very  rich ;  he  wM 
regarded  by  us  to  be  as  poor  as  the  rest  of  us,  and  obliged  to  live  bv  his  profession. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  visible  estate  outside  of  the  house  in  which  his  mother  resides?--*- 
He  has  bought  that  for  his  mother,  I  think,  since  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  i' 
reported  that  £.  G.  Cattell  had  something  to  do  with  that;  it  is  a  plain  house.  I  think tbey 
^ave  $4,000;  it  was  purchased  from  Thomas  Cochrane,  of  New  York,  who  would  know  all 
about  that ;  it  was  sold  at  sherifl^s  sale. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  he  purchased  the  house  and  lot  in  which  his  brother  }D* 
law  Mr.  Price,  resides?— A.  It  is  my  impression  that  that  was  during  Mr.  Lincoln's  «dmin* 
istration  ;  they  were  reputed  to  have  had  some  contract  before  for  canvas  ;  they  lived  there 
<hiring  Mr.  Lincoln's  aaministration  and  while  I  was  senator.  .  , 

Q.  Then  that  house  "waa  ovfii«i^\iy  ^V\  .^v>\i«&Q\i  ^\\w  \ft  Vxv*  becoming  Secretary  of  to 
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]^avy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  impression  I  received  was  that  the  firm  of  Price  had  failed  and 
that  the  title  had  been  taken  in  Mr.  Robeson  for  convenience*  sake.  That  is  my  impression 
about  it.    I  am  clear,  however,  that  it  was  during  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Robeson,  before  he  was  appointed  Secretary,  was  a  hig^h 
liver ;  I  mean  as  to  his  livinf^  t — A.  A  very  hieh,liver  ;  he  used  to  come  and  cook  terrapin 
in  my  house;  I  have  seen  him  hold  a  couple  of  bottles  of  madeira  at  one  time,  .rg  .^.^»^-.     ^,, 

Q.  Was  that  occasionally  ?— A.  He  drank  a  great  deal. 

Q.  And  was  expensive  in  his  habits  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  reputed  to  have  made  some 
money  during  the  war,  at  Beverly ;  he  furnished  clothes,  I  think,  with  Nehemiah  Perry,  a 
democrat  and  a  tailor,  from  Newark,  and  was  reputed  to  have  made  money  then  ;  be  lived 
very  high. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  money  from  Mr. Robeson  for  political  purposes? — A.  Only 
to  charter  this  train  down  to  Bridgeton  to  make  a  speech.  I  never  have  been  intimate  with 
him  ;  that  expense  I  regarded  as  legitimate  expenditure  in  the  campaign. 

Q.  Did  he  or  any  one  else  offer  you  any  money  to  assist  in  electing  him  United  States 
Senator  T— A.  His  friend,  Mr.  Stratton,  told  me  that  everything  would  be  lovely,  and  there 
should  be  no  more  warfare  made  upon  me ;  in  other  words,  he  hung  out  the  olive-branch  in 
consideration  that  I  was  to  come  out  ^nd  fight  for  him.  I  had  had  a  good  deal  of  warfare 
and  I  went  in, 

Q.  Did  you  receive  anything  from  Stratton  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  ^ot  any  money. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Stratton  received  any  money  for  his  influence,  or  anything 
else,  in  obtaining  places  in  the  navy-yard  for  men  7 — A.  No ;  I  am  bound  to  say  that  their 
relations  have  long  been  so  intimate,  so  close,  that  what  he  did  for  Mr.  Robeson  then,  was 
what  he  had  been  doing  for  him  for  a  great  many  years  ;  he  did  put  men  in  and  out  at  hia 
own  will. 

Q.  Did  these  men  have  to  pay  Mr.  Stratton  anything  to  get  those  positions  T — A.  I  think 
they  paid  him  in  votes. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  money  transaction  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  in  regard  to  Mr.  £.  G.  Catteli's  transactions  with  the  Navy 
Department  7 — A.  I  simply  Know  by  general  reputation  that  when  any  man  wanted  any> 
thing  he  went  either  to  Aleck  Cattell  or  E.  G.  Cattell,  and  that  they  were  reputed  to  have,, 
and  certainly  didhave,  the  run  of  the  Department  at  all  times. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  paid  them  any  commissions  for  furnishing  goods 
to  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not,  of  my  own  knowledge.  A  man  named  John  S.  Lee 
miffht  give  you  some  information  in  regard  to  it.  He  was  in  the  ship-chandlery  business,  and 
had  a  quarrel  with  Robeson  because  Cattell  was  allowed  to  run  the  whole  Department,  and 
he  a  Jerseyman,  and  his  brother  a  postmaster,  and  an  ardent  friend  of  Robeson,  could  not 
get  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  who  furnished  Robeson  any  horses  7 — A.  Dan  Bodine  did. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  bought  them,  or  whether  they  were  a  present.  Mr.  Robeson 
could  not  afford  to  keep  one  horse  when  he  was  in  Camden. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Robeson  furnished  any  one*s  house,  that  you  know  of,  in  Camden  7 — A.  Not 
to  my  knowledge. 


Philadelphia,  April  21,  1876. 
John  Rommel,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  :  * 

Qustion.  Of  what  bank  are  you  the  cashier  f — Answer.  Mechanics*  National  Bank  of 
tbe  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Q.  State  if  in  vour  bank  Mr.  E.  G.  or  A.  G.  Cattell  have  any  account. — A.  They  have 
Hot.     A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.  have  an  account  with  us. 

Q.  State  whether  you  have  now  the  means  of  telling  this  committee  to  whom  checks 
^ven  by  that  firm  were  made  payable.— A.  We  have  not ;  they,  like  other  parties,  receive 
wieir  checks  from  us  when  the  books  are  settled.  We  donH  know  to  whom  they  are  pay- 
able, and  never  looked  at  them. 

Q.  Would  any  entry  or  memorandum  upon  any  of  your  books  now  enable  you  to  state  ta 
^^vhom  they  were  made  payable  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  at  any  time  since  they  have  been  keeping  an  account  with  your 
l:^Dk,  say  since  the  year  1871,  they  have  drawn  drafts  payable  to  the  order  of  any  par- 
t-ies  f — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  examined  their  account  on  your  books  to  see  whether  checks  drawn  by  yout 
c>ank  to  their  order  upon  New  York  City,  or  Washington,  or  Ph\lad<i\p\i\«k\iBL'v^\ife<iXi^\N«v!L\— 
-^.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  examined  tbe  hooka  and  found  none.    In  \ook\iig  o-ywXXve  «b,^<tQ>\T\X.  oS.  ^^ 
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finn  it  appears  to  be  a  basiness-firm  account,  as  I  always  supposed  it  was  ;  it  simply  shows 
their  checks  received,  so  far  as  I  can  jtell,  from  grain-mercnants,  with  some  discounting; 
done  for  them  on  gprain-notes,  &.C. ;  it  appears  to  be  the  regular  business  of  the  concern  so 
far  as  I  can  judg^. 

Q.  And  the  amounts  which  have  been  deposited  by  them  have  all  been  paid  out  on  the 
checks  of  the  firm  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  always.  They  never  had  any  individual  account  so  far 
as  I  can  discover ;  that  account  was  opened  in  1858,  I  think ;  at  least  the  si^natorea  on  our 
books  were  put  there  in  1858,  and  the  account  has  been  going  on  ever  since. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  whether  that  account  of  the  firm  has  increased  or 
diminished  during  the  period  of  time  that  they  have  been  depositing  in  your  bank  f — A. 
I  think  it  has  not.  The  account  appears  to  go  along  with  steady  regularity,  so  far  as  I 
have  discovered. 


Edwin  M.  Lewis  sworn  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  April  12,  1876. 


Question.  You  are  the  receiver  of  the  books,  papers,  &.C.,  for  the  firm  o    Jay  Cooke  & 
Co.  7 — Answer.  I  was  the  receiver  and  am  now  the  trtlstee. 

Q.  As  such  officer,  have  you  charge  of  the  books  of  said  firm,  in  its  branch  at  Washing- 
ton City  T — A.  J  have.  I  have  here  the  transcript,  whkh  was  requested  of  me  from  what  is 
called  the  deposit-ledgers  for  the  years  1870,  1871,  1872;  and  1873,  of  Qeorge  M.  Robeson, 
no  transactions  appearing  for  the  years  1870  and  1871.  The  first  transaction  on  these  books 
commenced  the  4tb  of  April,  1872.  The  last  is  dated  September  16, 1873,  showing  a  bal- 
ance due  Mr.  George  M.  Robeson  on  that  day  of  $966.43,  which  was  paid  to  me,  as  recei?er, 
December  23,  1873.  That  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  account,  omitting  the  lead-pencil  addi- 
tions, which  I  did  not  suppose  were  of  any  mqltnent.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  bal- 
ance struck  from  the  time  the  account  was  opened  until  it  was  struck  by  me.  There  was  nb 
account  of  the  Navy  nor  of  Mr.  Robeson  as  Secretary  in  these  ledgers ;  I  had  that  also  looked 
over. 

Q.  I  understand  this,  then,  from  you,  that  the  books  of  this  banking-house  do  not  show 
any  transaction  of  a  prior  date  to  that  mentioned  f — A.  I  did  not  look  back  further  than 
1870.  As  there  was  nothing  in  1870  or  1871,  I  presume  that  there  were  no  previous  tnioj- 
actions.    That  should  about  cover  the  period  during  which  Mr.  Robeson  was  Secretary. 

(The  record  produced  by  Mr.  Lewis  is  as  follows :) 


756] 


George  Af.  Robeson, 


1872. 
April     12 

1  chk 

940  00 

8,784  90 

4, 565  00 

1,197  00 

1 , 000  00 

400  00 

300  00 

900  00 

1,000  00 

300  00 

2,000  00 

1,571  75 

1,080  00 

398  83 

4, 660  57 

1872. 

April     4 

,  July      8 

Sept.  25 

26 

Oct.    21 

Nov    12 

Dec.      4 

6 

De  .      7 

Bv  dcD                ... 

940  00 

July       9 

2    "  

4  M.,  1867 

0.000  00 

Sept.     25 

4,208  05 

Oct.       30 . 

^7 

450  00 

Oct.       31 

4,500  00 

Nov.    *    1 

4.500  00 

Nov.       2 

, 

1,000  00 

Nov.        5 

2 

4,500  00 

Nov.        7 
Nov.      12 

Nov.      16 
Nov.     22 

••••••         ••!••         S^ft*      •         •     •     •     • 

Dec.        3 

Dec.        4 

Balance 

To  chk 

Dec.      14 

29, 098  05 
2, 920  79 

4,660  5 

To  folio  890,  L.  7. 
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890.] 


George  M,  Robeson, 


18; 

Jan. 

^3. 

1 

7 
11 

To  amt.  fol.  756, 
L.C 

$2, 920  79 

600  00 

983  00 

228  02 

140  00 

160  00 

300  00 

100  00 

794  36 

495  96 

2, 695  25 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

4, 150  00 

3, 400  00 

511  00 

104  20 

473  10 

100  00 

250  00 

580  70 

1873. 

Jan.      1 

3 

Feb.    21 

June     4 

12 

16 

1873. 

1 

By  amt ..  ^ 

Den 

»4, 660  57 

2,010  00 

Chk  

1,000  00 

10,000  00 

24 

26 
,  7 

10,000  00 

Feb. 

349  38 

Mcfa. 

E.  M.  L.  5-453. . . . 

11 

19 

25. 

3 

22 

5 

6 

17 

19 

7 

1 

8 

23 

12 

16 

966  43 

Apl. 
May 
June 

July 

*  *  *  • 

Aup. 
Sept. 

****** 

t 

28, 986  38 

28,986  38 

Philadelphia,  April  3,  1876. 
£.  M.  Lewis  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  In  your  examination  yesterday,  I  called  for  a  statAient  from  the  books  of  the 
banking* bouse  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  of  the  items  of  the  account  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  or 
the  accounts  of  either  the  Cattells.  Have  you  those  accounts  with  you  this  morning  T — Answer. 
I  have  a  transcript  from  the  ledger,  commencing  in  1871,  and  terminating  in  1873,  of  Alex- 
ander 6.  Cattell,  which  account  is  balanced.  I  have  also  an  analysis  of  the  checks  and  de- 
posits forming  that  bank-account,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 
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Alexander  G.   CatUll. 


1871. 

July    19 
20 

1  check ...... .. .... 

$22,438  20 
305  41 
2,500  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
5,020  00 
25  00 

911  75 

25  00 

1,000  00 

225  00 

1871. 

1 

July  19 
Nov.  29 
Dec.    6 

21 
Jan.  13 

19 

! 

Jan.  29 

Feb.  12 

24 

29 

Mar.    6 

Mch.  1 1 

1            16 

20 

Dec.  19 

Mch.   28 

Bv  den ........... 

$22,743  61 

M^J       ««V|/  .•••..  . .... 

8,000  00 

Dec.      6 

2,500  00 

7 

1,500  00 

8 

1.000  00 

19 

'          854  75 

21 

Q ! 

For'd  fol.  129 

By  amt  for*d 

D>eD 

23 

1872. 
Jan.    18 

! 

I 

I 

19 

.....a    ••...•    ......    .. 

20 

To  amt.  for'd  fol.  125 

1872. 

36,450  36 

36,596  36 

Jan.    29 
31 

36,450  36 

50  00 

50  00 

1,000  00 

1,100  00 

7,623  00 

46,273  36  | 

36,598  36 
225  UO 

Feb.    12 
Mar.      1 

j^vy ..........     .... 

450  00 

7,000  00 

9 

2 

2,000  00 

Balance 

By  balance 

Dep 

1  chk 

46,273  36 

Mch.    13 
25 

1,000  00 

2,000  00 

35  00 

75  00  , 

5.000  00 

513  00 

2,500  00 

100  00 
165  00 

7,623  00 
500  00 

27 

bOO  00 

29 

#  • 

2,500  00 

April     2 
May       3 
Dec.    28 

To  den 

* 

moo 

1873. 
Mch.    20 

To  chk 

Md.  L.  7,  Wash... 
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Analysis  of  checks  and  deposits  for  minv  the  bank'ticcount  of  Alexander  Q.  Cattell  teith  Jay 

Cooke  Sc  Co.f  Washington, 


Dfitf  •  of 

checks. 


1871. 
July      19 


Dec. 


80 
6 

7 

8 

19 

21 


23 

1872. 

Jan.      16 

19 

20 

27 

31 

Feb.     12 

Mardi    1 

9 


13 
25 
27 
29 
April  2 
May        3 


Dee.     28 


To  whom  payable. 


J.  Shedd 

6.  M.  Robeiion 

Self 

...do 

...do 

D.A.  W 

Dft.  Phila 5,000 

Self 20 


T.L.Tallock. 


Latimer  d&Cleary 

Self 

G.H  Robeson 

R.  Joseph 

Self 

...do 

...do 

aLM.Kaighn 100 

J*elf 1,000 


oe«r,  \j,  b.  IS.. ......  ........< 

do 

Self 

..do , 

Dft  Phila 

Self 

Jay  Cooke  8l  Co.,  or  bearer.. 


Amoanti. 


$22, 430  20 
3(*5  41 
2,500  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 


5,020  00 
25  00 

911  75 

25  00 

1,000  00 

225  00 

50  00 

50  00 

1,000  00 


1,100  00 

1,000  00 

2.000  00 

35  00 

75  00 

5,000  00 

513  00 

2,500  00 


49, 773  36 


Dates  of 
deposits. 


I 


1871. 
July    19 


Nov.  29 
Dec.     6 


21 
1872. 

Jan.  13 
19 

Feb.  24 
12 
29 

March  6 
16 
20 

Dec.    19 


Items  of  deposits. 


Phil,  on  us |8,37l  61 

Na? 1,500  00 

Cash 5,000  00 

Accept 8,000 

Less  int.  124 
Stamp. . .    4 

128 

7, 872  00 

Cash 


On  Imp.  Braders,  N.  Y.,  ck. 
841,  State  Bk..  Camden, 
fav.  Ben.  F.  Archer 

Cash 


Phila 
..  do.. 
Cash. 
Phil  .. 
Cash. 
Met.. 

Riggs. 
. .  do . . 
Cash. 


Amount. 


$22, 743  61 
8,000  00 


2,500  00 
1,500  00 

1,000  00 
854  75 
450  00 
225  00 

7,000  00 

2,000  00 
500  00 
500  00 

3,500  00 


49,773  36 


Q.  I  also  called  for  an  itemized  statement  of  the  account  of  G.  M.  Robeson  with  that  bank- 
ing-house, and  any  explanations  or  particulars  connected  therewith.  Have  you  these,  and 
will  you  produce  and  file  them  as  a  part  of  your  statement  befora  this  committee  7 — A.  I 
filed  yesterday  the  transcript  of  his  bank-account.  I  now  submit  the  analysis  of  the  checks 
and  deposits  upon  that  bank  account,  as  follows  : 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 — -14 


210 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


AmalffBis  of  ducks  and  deposits  forming  the  bank-account  of  George  M,  Robeson  with  Ja§  Cooke 

4'  Co.,  Washington, 


Dates  of 
checks. 


1872. 
AprU    IS 


July 


Sept.    95 

Oct.      31 

30 

1 

S 

5 


Nov. 


Dec 


7 

IS 

16 

S2 

3 

4 

14 

1873. 

Jany.     7 

11 

S4 


Feb. 
Mch. 


S6 
7 
11 
19 
25 


July 


Aprtt     3 

May     S2 

June      5 

6 

17 

19 

1 

7 

8 

Anir-     S3 

Sept.    12 

16 


1873. 
Sept.    18 


To  whom  payable. 


Deposited  First  National  Bank, 
his  credit. 

Adl.  June  22 5,315  00 

Interest 13  40 


5,327  40 
3,000  '67'8,  at  115i . .  .3, 457  50 


Amounts. 


1940  00 


4.000  ers.  at  114J 

John  Gain 

A.  E.  Borie 

D.P.Elmer 

William  E.  Porter 

Self 500  00 

JohnCain 400  00 


H.  N.  Coager 

Richard  S.  Learning. 

(No  record) 

O.E.  Babcock 

do 

Mary  J.  Buchlar 

O.E.  Babcock 


O.M.R 

Purdy  6c  Nicholas 

Draft,  C.  K.  Baldwin,  Hong 
Kong,  favor  E.  S.  Higgins 
&  Co.,  1200.02,  at  114. 

D.  Vickers , 

W.  A.Torry 

F.  L.  Cunier 

Bearer 

Draft,  M.  J.  Buckler.  Paris, 
favor  J.  Monroe,  $686.27. 

Alden  C.  Scovel . .« 

O.E.  Babcock 

do 

do 

Richard  Wallack 

O.E.  Babcock 

A.C.  Scovel 

Darling,  Griswold  &.Qo 

A.  G.  Scovel 

Isaiah  Hanscom 

Joseph  Coult 

A.  B.  Schelden , 


8. 784  90 
4,56.%  00 
1,000  00 
1, 197  00 
400  00 
300  00 


900  00 
1.000  00 

.300  00 
2,000  00 
1.571  75 
1,080  00 

398  83 
2.920  79 

TOO  00 
983  00 
228  02 


140  00 
160  00 
300  00 
100  00 
794  3« 

495  96 

2, 695  25 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

4.  150  00 

3,400  00 

104  20 

511  00 

473  10 

100  00 

250  00 

580  70 


Dates  of 
deposits. 


1872. 
AprU    4 


July     8 
Sept  25 


26 

Oct.    2l 

Nov.  J2 

Dec.     4 

6 

1873. 

Jan.      3 

Feb.    21 

June    4 

12 

16 


53, 423  86 


To  balance . 


966  43 


Items  of  deposits. 


Phil,  on  us $10,000  00 

LessS.OOOers 9,060  00 


Cash 

Phil  on  us S08  05 

Cash 4,000  00 


Amounts. 


$940  00 
9,OUOO0 


N.Y 4.208  05 

Cash '  450  00 

Cash '  4,300  00 

Philadelphia 1  4,500  00 

Cash 1,000  00 

Note,  J- P.  Stockton '    4,500  00 

Net : f    2,010  00 

Note i     1,000  00 

Cash I  10,000  00 

Conpons 302  50  !  10,000  00 

Premium,  15^  % 46  8S  ' 


Balance. 


519  38 
966  43 


53,423  86 


Q.  I  also  called  for  any  memoranda  or  any  particalars  in  connection  therewith,  which 
throw  any  light  upon  the  same. — A.  I  produced  a  statement  of  a  certain  acceptance  for 
$8,000  and  a  note  for  $10,000,  as  follows : 

July  19, 1871.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  Washinj^ton,  discounted  draft  of  George  M.  Robeson,  ac- 
ceptod  by  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  for  $8,000,  due  October  17-20, 1871. 

Same  was  renewed,  due  February  19-22,  1872. 

Again,  was  renewed,  due  June  21-24, 1872. 

Again,  was  renewed,  due  October  19-22, 1872. 

Again,  was  renewed,  due  February  16-19, 1K73. 

Again,  was  renewed,  due  June  18-21,  1873. 

Again,  was  renewed,  due  October  21 -24,  1873. 

September  23,  1873,  sent  to  Philadelphia  house. 

Jay  Cooke  «&  Co.,  Philadelphia,  charged  it  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  taking  at  matuntj 
their  note  due  September  11,  1874,  $8,000,  with  interest. 

September  11,  1874,  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  paid  to  E.  M.  Lewis,  trustee — 

Amount  of  note $8, 000 

Interest 420 
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As  collateral  Jay  Cooke  &,  Co.  held  a  mortgage  of  Elijah  Cattell  on  land  in  New  Jersey, 
which  was  d«livered  to  E.  M.  Lewis,  receiver  and  trnstee — security,  I  believe,  for  the  two- 
notes  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.,  upon  payment  of  wlich  the  mortgpage  was  delivered  to  A.  6. 
Cattell  Sl  Co. 

June  4,  1673,  Jay  Cooke  &,  Co.,  Washington,  discounted  note  of  George  M.  Robeson,  in- 
dorsed by  Henry  D.  Cooke,  for  $10,000,  due  August  2-5,  1873. 

Same  was  renewed,  due  November  6-9,  1873. 

Sent  to  Philadelphia  house,  September  23, 1873. 

Jay  Cooke  &,  Co.,  Philadelphia,  char^red  same  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.,  taking  their  note 
due  September  IJ,  1874,  with  interest,  for  $10,000. 

September  11,  1874.  A.   G.   Cattell  <&.  Co.  paid  E.  M.  Lewis, 

trustee,  amount  of  note $10,000  00 

Interest 511  66 


10.511  66 


PllILADELPHIA,  April  10,  1876. 
Samuel  Y.  Curtis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  present  employment  ?— Answer.  I  am  clerk  for  the  fiim  of  D.  & 
J.  Noblitt,  at  their  hair-cloth  manufactory,  comer  of  Randolph  and  Jefferson  streets. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — A.  Since  July,  1873. 
Q.  Are  joi:  the  book-keeper  of  that  firm  ? — A.  I  have  charge  of  the  factory  books. 
Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  their  business  with  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  I  have 
this  knowledge  of  it :  Mr.  Jonn  Noblitt  would  call  in  the  factory  in  tne  morning  as  he  went 
down  town,  and  if  he  had  an  order  to  furnish  the  Department  with  any  supplies,  I  would 
take  a  memorandum  of  it,  and  he  would  direct  me  where  to  go  around  to  get  toe  prices  from 
different  parties.  I  would  go  to  him,  and  give  him  the  prices,  and  make  the  purchase.  I 
did  that,  in  connection  with  my  business  at  the  factory,  for  two  years,  during  1874  and 
1875.  I  attended  to  a  great  deal  of  that  business  when  Mr.  John  Noblitt  was  confined  to  his 
house,  and  afterward.  I  would  assist  him  in  the  purchases.  I  would  go  around  the  city 
to  these  parties,  and  find  out  the  prices  of  these  things,  and  see  the  lowest  price  for  which 
they  could  be  bought,  go  to  him  and  inform  him,  and  then  he  would  tell  me  where  to  go 
and  make  the  purchase,  and  I  would  see  that  they  were  delivered  properly  at  the  navv- 
yard,  &c  Sometimes  at  the  factory  and  sometimes  at  the  bank  the  bills  would  be,  made 
out  for  that  material  put  into  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  business  done  at  the  upholstering  establishment  ? — A. 
I  am  not  at  all  connected  with  that  in  any  way,  and  never  have  been.  That  is  now  a  sepa- 
rate firm  entirely.  The  factory  I  am  at  is  D.  &  J.  Noblitt.  The  firm  in  Second  street 
is  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &.  Co.,  which  comprises  Del.  Noblitt  jr.,  and  Joseph  Noblitt. 
tbo  younger  brother.  John  Nobbitt  is  not  interested  at  all  in  the  store  on  Second  street,  but 
he  is  in  the  hair-cloth  factory  with  Del.  Noblitt,  jr.,  or  D.  &  J.  Noblitt. 

Q.  He  has  no  connection  with  any  other  establishment  than  that  of  D.  &.  J.  Noblitt  7 — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  The  character  of  the  goods  and  material  that  you  purchased  is  of  all  classes,  is  it  not  ? 
-^A.  Yes ;  iron  of  different  kinds,  bolts  and  nuts,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Provisions  ? — A.  I  never  purchased  any  provisions  or  clothing,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
M.ost  of  the  material  that  I  pur.  based  was  furnished  the  construction,  repair,  and  steam-en- 
g'ineering. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state,  without  reference  to  your  books,  the  extent  of  their  sales  to  the 
^avy  Department  since  1870? — A.  No,  sir;  the  navy-yard  books  were  not  kept  at  the  fac- 
tory. They  were  kept  down  at  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank  by  Mr.  Noblitt.  Mr.  Noblitt 
^onld  give  me  the  requisition.  I  would  take  a  memorandum  of  that  requisition  and  leave 
^  t  with  them,  and  take  it  in  a  book,  and  then  go  around  and  get  the  lowest  prices  for  the 
^x>ods,  report  said  prices,  and  they  would  then  instruct  me  where  to  purchase  it. 

Q.  Ana  when  purchases  were  made  they  would  attend  to  getting  the  bills  themselves  ? 

^ou  had  no  agency  in  that? — ^A.  No  ;  I  would  make  out  the  bill,  and  they  would  4ake  it 

^nd  enter  it  on  the  book  at  the  bank.   Their  navy-yard  books  are  kept  entirely  separate  from 

^  ^e  factory.    During  the  last  year  or  two  they  have  put  in  considerable  material  in  the  Phil* 

^-^elphia  navy-yard,  bolts,  nuts,  and  iron  of  different  kinds. 

Q.  They  were  not  dealers  in  those  articles  of  hardware,  were  they,  except  as  they  pur* 
^^lia6ed,and  supplied  them  to  the  Navy  Department? — A.  No,  sir;  the  factory  is  a  hair- 
^^loth  factory.  The  store  has  all  kinds  of  hardware  for  cabinet-maker's  goods,  and  up- 
^*  olstery. 

Q.  1  hey  did  not  keep  machinery,  did  they  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Or  bolts  and  nuts  for  steam-engineering  ^ — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  cash-account  f — A.  The  factory ^cash-aceoxml.    T\io^^  ^x^^^^^^Xi^O^w'^ 
X;     keep. 

Q.  Upon  the  books  of  that  esiabl/sbment  did  the  names  of  any  pwftoiis  c(yDii^^\A^V\<Jii^^^ 


bir:  eicppting  in  one  iustsnce.  wbere  it  wae  doae  in  case  of  churily,  and  thai  wb 
AaroD  llHtkelt.  He  was  ou[  of  employiiieDl,  oul  of  Ihe  jnii  for  three  or  fuor  moDlh 
came  to  aia  ani]  asked  me  la  gti  i^  for  bim,  wbiub  I  did,  ouc  of  kipduess.  Tbat  wa: 
to  bim. 

Q.  Was  it  (tiven  to  him  b^  yonrselft — A.  1  gave  it  to  him,  but-I  got  it  from  Mr.  K 
I  irenCto  Hr.  Noblilt,  and  lold  him  ilackett's  liluatioD.  He  had  no  monpj  to  paj  bi 
he  wu  boated,  and  bad  been  out  of  employmeal  for  three  or  four  months.  That  is  tfa 
instance  that  1  know  of  their  having  given  aDjlhiog. 

Q.  As  to  iheir  dishuraementa  of  uash  yon  know  nothing.  Aa  I  understand  you. 
done  at  the  baok  ? — A.  Yes.  None  of  their  nnvj-yard  buainess  is  done  at  the  factor 
that  is  all  I  was  ruuneded  wiih. 

Hi  Q.  There  are  no  toaoa  made  by  D.  &,  J.  NobHtt  uhich  appear  upoL  the  books 
factory!— A.  None  whatever.  Tlicir  factory  bouks  are  merely  tor  everything  con 
with  llie  faelory.    . 


Philadelphia,  April  17, 1 

Hugh  P.  ScHETKf  rwotd  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Queatiou.  VVbat  is  your  poailion  F — Answer.  I  am  cashier  of  the  Com  Eichangt  B 

Q,  I  hand  lo  you  a  number  of  checks  which  are  drawn,  as  you  obaerve,  npoo  the 
them,  by  Wm.  Matthewa,  dated  New  York,  and  payable  lo  (be  order  of  Alex.  O.  Ciittell 
The  gfitat  body  of  them,  I  notice,  bear  your  indora'vmeni  aa  cashier  of  the  Cam  ^x< 
Bank,  of  this  city.  Can  you  state  to  this  committee  to  whose  .credit  the  amonnt  a 
checks  was  paaaed  t — A.  I  cannot  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  whatever  in  conDeclion  with  these  checks  T — A.  Ii 
ber  having  aeen  them  before.  They  passed  under  my  eye.  Every  check  tbat  goes  11 
the  bank  payable  outside  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  very  nearly  every  check,  p^ssei 
my  eye  before  it  leaves  the  bank.  I  examine  the  indorsement.  I  never  allow  an; 
to  go  out  of  the  bank  knowingly  without  it  la  properly  indorsed. 

Q.  Haa  Mr.  Robeson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  any  bank-account  at  your  banl 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  atale  from  recolleciion  whether  any  checks  have  been  drawn  tbrouft! 
book  by  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co..  or  either  of  the  MeMrs.  Catiell,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Robesonf 
canno'  remember  that.     If  they  have,  I  do  not  rememlier  it. 

Q.  In  keeping  accounts  with  you  depoeitora  do  you  keep  them  in  snch  a  maniu 
show  t'>  whom  or  in  whoso  favor  the  cliecks  of  yout  customers  are  drawn  T — A  J 
that  cannot  be  done.  A  bank  of  our  size  would  never  cet  through  Its  work.  We 
receive  checks.   When  they  are  paid  ther  pass  to  tbe  boo*-keepet,  and  be  enters  them 
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of  the  business  commanity  as  a  means  of  keeping  witbin  tbemselves  wbo  thej  are  transact- 
ing business  with.  New  York  and  Boston  are  the  only  two  places  on  which  we  are  in  the 
liabit  of  drawing. 

Q.  Do  you  get  your  checks  back  from  your  correspondents  ? — A.-  There  is  but  one  bank 
-which  ever  returns  us  any  of  our  drafts ;  the  other  banks  in  New  York  which  we  have  been 
drawing  on  from  time  to  time,  never  yet  have  returned  us  a  single  check,  nor  has  our  Boston 
correspondent  returned  us  a  check. 


SuGH  P.  SCHETKY  recalled  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  April  21,  1S76. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

4)aestion.  Have  you  examined  the  checks  which  were  shown  you  some  days  ago,  drawn 
William  Matthews,  payable  to  the  order  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  ? — A.  I  have.   I  find  they 
sre  simply  deposited  to  the  credit  of  A.  G.  Cattell  ^  Co.,  jvith  the  exception  of  two ;  the 
o  last  went  to  £.  G.  CattelFs  credit. 
4^.  £.  G.  Cattell  has  received  no  drafts  at  all  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

<2.  You  have  furnished  to  the  committee  a  record  of  all  the  drafts  which  have  been  issued 
A.G.  Cattell  &  Co.  during  the  dates  requested  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  £.  G.  Cattell  has  received 
p   drafts. 

<).  In  the  second  statemeat,  in  which  you  give  a  memorandum  of  the  drafts  drawn  in  favor 
A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  or  payable  to  their  order,  I  notice  they  are  indorsed  by  Henry  F. 
^1.  Who  is  Mr.  Vail  ? — A.  'He  is  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  New  York. 
<^.  One  of  the  checks,  I  notice,  is  indorsed  by  F.  O.  French  ;  who  is  he  T — A.  I  do  not 
«w  what  his  business  is  now.  He  is  connected,  as  I  am  informed,  with  the  First  National 
Bk,nk  of  New  York. 

<^.  If  they  passed  through  any  .other  person^s  hands  you  have  no  means  of  knowing  it? — 
No,  sir;  those  are  the  only  marks  on  the  drafts.  * 

The  statements  requested  by  the  committee  to  be  produced  by  Mr.  Schetky  are  as.follows  : 


XDate  of  deposit. 


Date  of  check. 


N'o'vember 

I>ecember 

I^ecember 

starch 

June 

July 
July* 

J^^cember 
^^cember 
January 
January 


Feb 


A^pril 


»ruary 


I,  1671 

16,  1871 
2H,  1871 
15,  1872 
12,  1872 

1,  1872 
25,  1872 
10,  1872 
14,  1872 
li,  1873 

17,  1873 
3,  1873 

10,  1873 


^gust 

^Ptember 

g<^tober 

:P[ovember 

^©cember 

'^f'eceniber 

V?^*ry 

£,^oruary 

f/bruary 

-"larch 

-fpril 

April 


31 


^J- 


Au 


S''^ 


RUst 
ober 


T^^etnber 


1,  1873 

9,  1873 

1,  1873 

11,  1873 

11,  1873 

24,  1873 

3,  1874 

3,  1874 

16,  1874 

3,  1874 

1,  1874 
14,  1874 

2,  1874 
2.  1874  i 
1,  1874 

1,  1874 

2.  1874 
28,  1874 
30,  1874 

2,1874 
2,  1875 


October  31,  1871.... 
December  15,  1871.. 
December  23,  1871 .. 

March  14,  1872 

June  II,  1872 

June  29,  1872 

July  24,  1872 

December  9,  1872. .. 
December  13,  1872.. 
January  10,  1873... 
January  1 6,  1 873 . . . 
February  1,  1873.. 

April  9,  1873 

July  9, 1873 

July  31,  1873 

September  8,  1873.. 
September  30,  1873. 
November  10,  1873.. 
December  10,  1873.. 
December  25,  1873.. 
December  31,  1873.. 
January  31,  1874... 
February  14,  1874.. 
February  28,  1874.. 

March  31,  1874 

April  13,  1874 

April  30,  1874 

May  30,  1875 

June  30,  1874 

July  31,  1874 

October  1,  1874 

October  27.  1874.... 
October  29, 1874.... i 
November  30,  1^74..' 
December  3J,  J874..i 


Amount  of 
check. 


To  whosh  credit  deposited. 


$1,000  00  I  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 

2, 000  00  '  Do. 

2,000  00  Do. 

1  000  00  I  Do. 

1,000  00  1  Do. 

1,000  00  Do. 

1,518  00;  Do. 

750  00  Do. 

75  00  Do. 

1,000  00  ,  Do. 

312  15  •  Do. 

1,950  00  Do. 

636  00  I  Do. 

5#0  00  I  I  find  no  trace  of  this  check. 
1 ,  000  00     A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 

1,501  90  I  Do. 

1,790  37  Do. 

2,201  00  Do. 

5,000  00  i  Do. 

3, 136  32  Do. 

6,575  00  Do. 

11,241  00  ,  Do. 

2,000  00  1  Do. 

6,632  00  I  Do. 

3,693  00  I  Do. 

2. 000  00  Do. 
5,710  00  I  Do. 

8.001  00  I  Do. 
6,818  00  I  Do. 
4,252  00  Do. 
2,472  00  Do. 
1,000  00  I  Do. 

60  00  I  Do. 
3, 844  30  E.  G.  Ci^lteV\. 

6, 164  00  Do. 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Date  of  draft. 


Nov. 

Dec. 

Apl. 

Apl. 

Mcb. 


•29,  1871 

23,  1871 

9,  1872 

12,  KJ72 

13,  1874 


July    15,  1874 


Amount. 


t3,034  12 

60  00 

93  00 

3,780  00 

10,475  00 

10,245  00 


On  what  bank. 


North  River,  N.  Y. 
do 

Third  NatM,  N.  Y. 

do 


do 


Order  of— 


A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 
do 


...do 


do 


Indorsed  by — 


Henry  F.  Vail, 
cashier. 

F.  O.  French  and 
H.F.  Vail,  cash- 
ier. 


I  find  that  the  Third  Natioml  Bank,  New  York,  commenced  in  1873  to  return  our  can- 
celed drafts  to  us. 

North  River  Bank  never  returns  our  drafts. 


Alvek  C.  Scovel  sworn  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  April  14,  1876. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  At  Camden,  N.  J. 

Q.  How  lon^  have  you  known  Mr.  G.  M.  Robeson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  think  I 
first  met  Mr.  Robeson  in  1857  or  1858. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  he  move  to  Camden  f— A.  My  recollection  is   that  it  was  1857  or 
1858,  but  I  would  not  be  positive  as  to  the  year.  - 

Q.  Have  you  been  associated  with  him  in  business  of  any  kind  ? — A.  He  was  my  law 
partner  up  to  the  time  that  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  For  how  many  years  previous  to  that  time  ? — A.  I  think  about  nine  or  ten  years. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  his  estate  up  to  the  time  he  went  to  Washington  f — A.  You 
ask  m'e  a  question  that  I  am  utterly  unable  to  answer. 

Q.  What  were  his  visible  means  ? — A.  The  income  from  his  profession,  and  I  always  un- 
derstood that  he  g^t  something  from  his  father*s  estate,  but  what  amount  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  he  receive  any  portion  of  his  father's  estate  f — A.  That  I  do  not  re- 
member.    I  think  he  was  the  executor  for  his  father. 

Q.  Was  that  prior  to  his  becoming  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  7 — A.  I  think  it  was.   Judge 
Robeson  died  before  that,  but  how  long,  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Within  your  knowledge,  how  much  real  estate  did  he  own  prior  to  becoming  Secjretary 
of  the  Navy  1 — A.  I  always  understood  that  there  was  a  large  tract,  or  rather  1  won't  say 
large,  because  I  do  not  remember  about  that,  but  it  was  a  tract  of  land — the  Oxford  furnace, 
or  something  of  that  sort,  that  I  had  heard  that  his  father  owned,  and  he  purchased  at  one 
time  a  house  in  the  city  of  Camden  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Penn  street  from  Mr.  Ackley, 
the  cashier  of  the  old  State  Bank  of  Camden.     If  my  memory  serves  me,  I  think  he  paid 
about  $13,000  for  it.     I  cannot  be  sure  of  that, however.   He  also  purchased  a  house  that  bis 
mother  resides  in  in  Camden.    I  bought  it  in  at  a  sheriff's  sale  nnder  a  foreclosure,  for  hifls, 
but  I  have  forgotten  the  amount.     It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  between  five  and  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  I  think — not  far  from  $6,000.    His  mother  now  resides  in  that  house.    Whether 
he  owns  both  of  those  houses  now  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Who  resides  in  the  house  that  he  purchased  of  the  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  ?—  A.  His 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Joseph  Price. 

Q.  The  Oxford  furnace  to  which  you  referred  belonged  to  the  estate  of  his  father? — A.  ^ 
have  so  understood,  and  yet  I  would  not  say  so,  because  I  do  not  positively  kuow  it.  H^. 
never  was  very  communicative  to  me  about  his  own  affairs. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  owning  any  stocks  or  bonds  at  the  time  that  he  became  Secret 
of  the  Navy  7 — ^A.  I  think  I  heardlhim  talking  one  day  about  some  Camden  and  Atlantic, 
cannot  say  exactly  whom  he   was  talking  with,  but  it  was  somebody  connected  with 
road,  and  he  was  asking  about  a  dividend,  or  whether  one  would  be  declared  or  not.    I 
member  that]  he  owned  some  stock  in  a  marl  company  over  there.     I  believe  this  was 
prior  to  his  being  in  the  Navy  Department,  but  I  could  not  say  positively.     It  is  sometb^ 
that  I  never  looked  into. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  the  office  that  he  held  as  attorney  of  New  Jersey  ?— A.  1 1 
the  salary  was  $J,500  a  year,  and  I  think  that  he  was  then  paid  whenever  he  tried  cases 
side  for  the  State. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  were  associated  with  him  in  the  practice  of  the 
for  several  years  prior  lo  \iia  becomxtv^^jftsiiexwc^  Q^v^CkA  Ktvvy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  was  bis  income  from  this  source  7 — A.  You  are  asking^  me  a  question  that  I  do 
not  think  I  could  aqswer  here  accuratelj  this  morninf^,  but  I  would  like  to  do  so.  When  I 
•came  to  the  bar,  and  I  had  been  there  two  or  three  jears,  Mr.  Robeson  came  to  Camden  and 
was  appointed  prosecutor  of  the  pleas,  and  at  the  request  of  two  or  three  of  our  iriends  we 
formed  a  partnership.  One-third  of  the  criminal  business  I  was  to  have,  two-thirds  was  to 
go  to  him,  and  the  civil  practice  was  to  be  divided  between  us.  On  a  roufifh  guess  now,  with- 
out being  accurate  about  it,  I  should  think  his  income  must  have  been  five  or  six  thousand 
xlollars  a  jear ;  but  I  would  not,  however,  saj  that,  speaking  accurately. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  purchase  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  Jersey  side,  opposite,  or  nearly  opposite.  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  never  heard  that  before. 

Q.  Or  by  any  one  for  the  Gkivemment? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  purchase. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  investment  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  within  the  last 
four  or  five  years  in  any  real-estate,  or  bonds  or  mortgages  ? — A.  I  do  not.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  has  a  penny  invested  in  anything ;  if  he  has,  it  is  unknown  to  me. 

Q.  Have  you  prosecuted  ahy  claim  before  the  Navy  Depfg:tment  since  he  has  been  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  1 — A.  One. 

Q.  Only  one  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  one  was  that  ? — A.  There  is  only  one  that  I  have  any  recollection  whatever 
-about,  and  that  is  the  claim  of  Albert  G.  Bonsall,  of  Philadelphia.  He  came  to  me  with  a 
•claim  against  the  Department  for  back*pay ;  I  attended  to  the  claim,  and  it  was  allowed  and 
settled  by  the  Department. 

Q.  Mr.  Bonsall  had  belonged  to  the  Navy,  had  he  not  ? — A.  Y'es  ;  I  think  he  had  been  a 
third  assistant  engineer. 

Q.  He  had  been  dismissed  by  Mr.  Welles? — A.  Y'es, sir. 

Q.  And  was  subsequently  restored  to  the  Navy,  and  you  prosecuted  his  claim  for  back- 
pay f — A.  I  do  not  know  about  whether  he  was  restored  to  the  Navy  or  not,  but  I  took  the 
ground  that  he  had  never  been  legally  dismissed  or  discharged  from  the  Navy,  and  that  he 
was  entitled  to  his  back-pay ;  and  if  there  was  ever  a  claim  in  the  round  world  that  I  be- 
lieved was  just,  and  equitable,  and  leg^l,  it  was  that  claim.  The  papers  are  all  on  file  in 
the  Department.  He  brought  me  letters  from  the  mayor  at  Norfolk  and  from  the  officer  at 
Norfolk,  papers  showing  that  he  and  some  of  his  friends' were  in  Norfolk — I  think  that  was  the 
name  of  the  place— during  the  same  year ;  I  do  not  remember  when,  but  just  before  Christmas, 
adn  I  think  Christmas-Eve.  They  were  enjoying  themselves  with-  the  people,  and  many 
others  were  firing  off  rockets.  One  of  the  officers  saw  these  young  men  firing  the  rockets, 
and  he  said  he  supposed  because  they  bad  the  naval  uniform  on,  they  were  selected  out 
of  the  crowd.  They  arrested  this  man  and  took  him  up  to  the  mayor's  office.  Mr.  Bonsall 
said  that  somebody  connected  with  the  ship  was  not  on  favorable  terms,  or  was  inimical  to 
him  in  some  way,  and  made  complaint  to  tne  Department,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  drunk 
and  rioting  and  fighting  with  negroes.  He  brought  me  these  letters  from  the  mayor  and 
irom  the  officer  there,  which  entirely  refuted  that  statement.  They  said  that  he  was  not 
drunk,  nor  disorderly,  nor  rioting.  The  mayor  said  that  that  was  not  the  charge  against 
him.  The  charge  against  him  was  for  the  breach  of  an  ordinance  against  firing  off  Roman 
candles,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  am  giving  you  my  recollection  of  these  letters,  be- 
cause I  have  not  seen  them  since  1872. 

Q.  He  was  an  officer  of  the  Navy ;  he  had  been  dismissed,  as  yeu  believe,  improperly, 
and  you  presented  his  claim  to  the  Navy  Department  for  the  period  of  time  covered  from  the 
date  of  his  dismissal  to  the  date  that  you  presented  the  claim  f — A.  I  think  so,  sir.  That 
grade,  I  think,  was  abolished  by  the  Government,  and  the  Secretary  would  only  allow  shore- 
pay  up  to  that  time. 

Q.  Then  as  a  matter  of  fact  Mr.  Bonsall  bad  never  been  restored  to  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  had  or  not. 

Q.  The  grade  had  been  abolished  by  law,  as  you  stated  ? — A.  Four  years  afterward. 

Q.  And  it  was  for  that  period  of  time  that  you  presented  and  secured  the  allowance 
of  his  claim? — A.  I  think  I  presented  the  claim  for  all  of  his  back-pay,  whatever  that  might 
have  been.     I  do  not  rememoer  whether  there  was  any  time  specified  or  not. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Bonsall  a  resident  of  Philadelphia  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  previous  acquaintance  of  ours  ? — A.  I  never  saw  the  man  in  my  life  until 
he  came  into  my  office. 

Q.  How  came  he  to  put  the  claim  into  your  hands  for  collection  ? — A.  I  think  he  came 
with  a  Mr.  Roach,  of  Philadelphia,  whom  I  had  never  seen  before. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  Roach  that  was  7 — A.  I  do  not.  I  think  he  had  something  to 
do  with  a  naval  academy,  or  something  of  the  kind  here,  without  being  certain  about  it. 
My  recollection  is,  that  I  filed  the  papers  in  1872,  asking  for  a  court-martial,  and  it  strikes 
me  that  Mr.  Roach  signed  that  application  as  attorney.  Afterward,  however,  be  and  Mr. 
Bonsall  had  some  difiiculty  and  Bonsall  dismissed  him  from  the  case  entirely,  I  believe. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  having  mentioned  the  case,  when  first  presented  to  you, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  is,  consulting  with  him  in  regard  to  it? — A.  I  do  not  re- 
member. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  did  not  consult  the  Secretary  of  the  Isavy,  wi^  \v^  ^^"vX^^^^'^wv.'^'aX. 


1 


It  was  fifiW  or  lometniD^  iitie  ttiat. 

Q,  WfaAt  WM  your  lee  at  commiasion  f — A.  My  lecoHaction  ii  tLat  Mr.  Bant 
to  give  me  25  per  cent,  on  the  first  $2,000,  aad  TiU  per  ceut.  od  the  luilaiice  of  all 
lected  for  him. 

Q,  What  eipense,  if  any,  vtere  yon  at  '—A.  I  tbiuh  1  .yem  to  WasliinKton  th 

Q.  Who  paid  your  expensoa  !^A.  I  paid  Ihem. 

Q.  Out  of  your  fee  or  commiaaioD  7— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  the  (irat  time,  for  tb 
plication  I  received  a  retginlDg  fee  of  $100  in  the  niiltur. 

Q.  Did  yon  divide  your  fee  with  Mr.  Koach  or  anybudy  else  ?— A.  No,  sir :  i 

Q,  Do  you  know  or  have  you  ioformallon  thai  any  one  connetted  with  Hie  uai 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  down  to  an  employ^,  baa  reoeived  any  present* 
rewwda  of  any  kind  from  any  claimant  a([«iiiBt  the  Kavy  Department  or  fron 
tractor  with  the  Navy  Department !— A.  None  Ibal  I  know  of :  not  one. 

Q.  In  tbe  canvBBa  of  I>i74,  in  tbe  Sisle  of  New  Jersey,  do  you  know  of  any 
contribQted  to  that  campaign  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Catlell,  or  E.G.  CatiBll,  or  Mr.  Mi 
any  other  person  ontaide  of  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey  I — A.  I  do  not,  and  1  Bup 
tell  you  the  reason  why.  I  am  opposed  conscientiously,  in  every  way,  to  the  itse 
in  politics.  I  do  not  know  where  there  was  a  single  cent  that  went  into  the  car 
what  la  more,  I  told  them  wben  they  nominated  me  that  if  I  was  to  go  to  the 
they  muat  not  compel  me  to  go  into  (be  canvass  on  a  moneyed  platform  or  anytb 
sort,  and  that  I  did  not  desire  to  know  anything  about  their  money  transaction 
ing  on  a  campaign.  I.never  gave  a  dollar  to  a  living  soul  for  a  vote.  Of  cooi 
triboted  my  expenses  to  lbs  committee. 

Q.  YOD  have  no  knowledge  or  information,  the  aonrces  of  which  ate  avail) 
'"  e,  of  any  parties  outside  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  con tribuling  to  tl 


Q-  Do  yon  snow  anything  about  the  employment  of  mechanics  or  laborer 
'  of  new  Jersey  in  the  Philadelphia  navj-yard? — A.  I  only  know  generally 
a  nnmbei  employed  from  Camden.    How  many  there  nero  thus  employee 


"    \,_ 

1  shall  be  frank 


Q,  Was  that  done  at  the  instance  of  any  political  club  or  committee ' — A.  Th 
that!  ha 


asking  him  to  put  in  men  who  were  poor  men  ;  but . 
being  any  committee  action,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Dia  you  ever  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  sncb  orders  f— A.  1  h> 
to  him  eaytng  if  he  could  put  in  such  and  such  men  that  1  would  be  obliged  to  I 

Q.  Id  doing  it  did  you  urge  political  considerations? — A.  I  do  not  Ibink  I  ei 
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have  no  recolfection  that  I  did. 
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were  and  sometimes  they  were  not.  Where  there  was  one  appointed  there  were  ten  that 
were  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  any  of  those  who  were  appointed  T — A.  I  do  not.  It 
was  a  common  thing  for  petitions  to  be  circulated,  sigpied  by  all  the  officials,  recommending 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Mavy  appoint  this  or  that  and  the  other  man  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  In  making  such  recommendations,  what  knowledge  did  you  have  of  the  qualifications 
of  the  parties  to  be  such  as  you  stated  ? — A.  As  a  general  thing  these  men  would  say  what 
their  aoility  was — whether  they  were  mechanics  or  laborers,  or  painters,  or  whatever  the 
case  might  be.  They  would  oAen  bring  certificates  of  recommendation  from  the  people 
who  know  them.    That  was  all  I  knew  about  it. 


Philadelphia,  April  J4, 1876. 
Samu£L  a.  Owen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  position,  if  any,  do  you  hold  under  the  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown  &  Noblitt  ? 
— Answer.  Book-keeper. 

Q.  State  bow  many  firms  there  are  in  which  Del.  Noblitt  is  a  member.— A.  Only  two; 
the  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  <&  Co.,  and  D.  &  J.  Noblitt. 

Q.  Does  Del.  Noblitt  do  any  character  of  business  in  his  own  name  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know 
of. 

Q.  In  what  business  is  the  firm  of  D.  &  J.  Noblitt  engaged  ? — A.  The  manufacture  of 
hair-cloth ;  that  is  all  they  do  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  business  is  the  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &  Co.  engaged  in?— A.  A  great 
variety.     We  sell  bedding  and  upholstery  goods,  finishing-hardware,  <&c.    We  sell  goods 
for  upholstering,  for  furnishing  cars  and  buildings,  mattresses,  beds,  pillows,  sheets,  and 
everything  of  that  kind.    It  is  a  general  upholstery-goods  store. 
Q.  Do  they,  to  any  extent,  supply  the  naval  service? — A.  They  do  supply  the  navy-yard. 
Q.  In  that  character  and  description  of  goods? — A.  As  far  as  I  am  aware  of. 
Q.  In  other  words,  if  a  requisition  comes  to  your  house  for  a  class  of  goods  that  you  have 
not  got,  does  the  firm  go  out  and  buy  it  of  others  ? — A.  I  do  not  believe  they  do  ;  that  is,  if 
a  requisition  comes  they  try  to  fill  that  requisition  as  far  as  they  can ;  if  we  have  not  the 
goods  they  generally,  as  far  as  I  understand  it,  send  out  and  purchase  them,  but  that  I  do 
not  know  much  about ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  buying  of  them. 
Q.  Of  course,  you  could  learn  that  from  your  entries  upon  your  books  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  During  what  years  have  you  been  book-keeper  ? — A.  From  March,  1871,  to  the  pres* 
ent  time. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time,  do  you  remember  that  the  firm  of  which  you  have  been 
book-keeper  has  been  a  contractor  of  the  Navy  Department,  or  any  of  its  bureaus  or  agents  ? 
— A.  They  have  furnished  goods  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  at  all  times  under  what  is  known  as  the  open-purchase  system  7 — A. 
I  do  not  know  that.  Generally,  requisitions  are  sent  for  certain  articles,  and  we  supply 
them.    That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Sent  by  the  bureau  at  Washington  or  from  the  purchasing  paymaster  here  ? — A.  Here, 
X  think.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  tell  you  that  positively.  I.  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  part  of  it.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  details  of  it.  I  simply  take  the  amount  in 
the  aggregate  and  charge  it  or  credit  it.  What  the  bill  is  composed  of  I  very  seldom  know 
anything  about ;  in  fact,  I  have  no  time  to  do  it. 

Q.  You  keep  your  books  so  as  to  show  the  number  of  requisitions,  do  you  not  ? — A.  I  be- 
lieve so  ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  do  you  remember  who  had  been  the  purchasing  paymaster 
liere  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Has  not  Mr.  Russell  filled  such  position  ?— A.  Whether  he  has  been,  or  whether  they 
^re  through  him  or  not,  I  do  not  think  I  can  say  positively.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
"Vvith  the  thing  at  all,  as  I  have  told  you  heretofore,  except  to  take  the  amount,  and  charge  or 
^iredit.  , 

Q.  The  requisitions,  then,  are  never  before  you  ? — A.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  what- 
ever. 

Q.  You  never  see  them  ? — A.  If  I  do,  it  is  only  as  I  would  see  anything  lying  around 
"^vithout  taking  any  particular  notice  of  it. 

Q.  You  know  Major  Russell,  do  you  not? — A.  I  know  him  by  sight,  I  believe;  but  I 
^^rdly  know  that  fact. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Fulton  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Crosby? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  recollection  of  him  whatever. 
^  think  I  have  seen  Mr.  Russell  in  the  store,  but  whether  I  could  identify  him  or  not  I 
<^oa]d  hardly  say  positively. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  Mate  the  extent  of  the  business  done  "by  l\\^  ^tmol  '«V\Oft.^<i^i^^'^^ 


aad  lorn  is,  bat  slow,  uid  to  avoid  in  a  mMsure  hftTiDg  bo  dibdj  balances  to  biii 
Tbat  JB  what  n«  call  contingent.     It  ia  not  a  dead  tfainff :  there  ialife  in  it. 

Q.  I  DOtice  upon  jour  ledger  the  account  of  A.  W.  BiuBell  from  Haj  I,  1872,  to  J 
1874,  faotiDg  up  (ittS.37.  I  Gud  that  you  credit  that  to  contingeDt  account  t — A. 
the  waj  it  Htands  there. 

Q,  Faisiog  to  jour  next  ledger,  and  TererT[ng  to  the  Bame  paitj,  A.  W.  Biiatell,  1 1 
ftcconnt  of  Mr.  Ruaaell  for  (23.0y,  aUo  carried  to  and  credited  upon  contingeitt  bmoi 
that  BO  I— A.  Ye»,Bir. 

Q.  I  find  upon  vour  ledger  for  18T2  a  small  account  against  Captain  Crotby  of 
find  Ibat  alio  credited  bj  contingent  account.     Thai  ia  ao,  is  it  not  1 — A.  Yea,  air. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  W.  Goisell  waa  at  the  time  present,  and  has  been  for  Ibe  last  fotn 
Jftacs,  haa  be  not.  tbe  purcbasing  paymaBter  at  this  nary-jard  f — A.  Aa  I  aaid  befol 
lieve  he  ig,  but  I  cannot  say  poBitirely,  for  I  hare  nothing  to  do  irith  the  matter  wl 
You  may  tbink  it  aingular,  but  that  is  tbe  fact.  I  hare  nathiug  to  do  with  tb«  requi 
nor  wbo  Bends  them,  nor  anjthing  about  it,     I  believe  he  is  the  man. 

Q.  Do  jou  know  C(  any  other  customer  of  tbe  firm  who  belonged  lo  tbe  naval  tar 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  others, 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whethei  your  firm  baa  supplied  to  anybody  connect 
the  naval  service,  either  at  thifi  yard  or  at  WaihiaTton  City,  any  gooo*  of  any  deaoi 
— A.  No,  air :  except  what  are  enleted  in  these  books. 

Q.  Yon  bave  no  knowledge  derived  olberwise  ! — A.  None  whatever.  1  have  no 
edge  except  that  book. 

Q.  And  it  is  by  that  book  alone  that  you  were  epeaking  7— A.  That  ia  all :  becau 
Bide  I  know  nothing,  having'  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it.  All  I  know  is  it  is  bandod 
and  goni  into  this  book. 

Q.  If  I  were  lo  call  your  attention  to  a  loan  of  money  made  to  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell 
jou  be  able  to  explain  it  in  any  way.  said  loan  appearing  upon  your  hooka  ! — A.  [Rl 
tobook.]  I  can  explain  that  clearly.  It  was  a  loan  ot  $1,000, October  i-,l>^'i,  m 
letumed  on  the  same  day.  We  received  that  from  bim  tbe  same  daj  nt  paid  tbi 
conaeqtiently,  one  balances  tbe  other. 

Q.  Then  you  explain  that  as  a  traneaction  in  which  yon  borrowed  monej  from  U 
tell  and  paid  him  the  same  day  ?— A.  Yes.  sir, 

Q.  Who  constitate  the  firm  of  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &  Co.?— A.  Dell  Noblilt,  jr. 
Brown,  Joseph  C.  Noblitt,  A. G.  De  Turck,  John  T.  Brown. 

Q.  Does  any  other  party  or  parties  have  an;  inlerest  in  said  firm  T — A.  No,  sin  111 
the  only  ones  that  I  know  anythiog  about. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  other  roletioDB  of  the  firm  with  A.  G.  Cattell  Si, 
either  of  the  members  of  that  firm  ?^A.  Simply  that  A,  G.  Cattell  pnrcbaeed  goodi 
and  paid  us  the  same  as  any  other  customer.   Tiial  is  all  I  know  about  iU 

Q.  And  Tou  know  nothing  aboat  tbe  sbipment  of  j^oods  from  yonr  eslablishmen 
No,  sir;  I  ^ave  notbing  to  fo  with  that. 

Q,  You  know  nalhiur  about  Mr.  Dell  Noblitt  condacling  any  business  in  bis  ow 
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Cr. 


b. 


J. 


1886. 

Q.  2 
3 
13 
13 
13 
19 
31 

a 

2 

6 

6 

9 

14 

17 

23 

26 

26 

26 

2 

2 

3 

5 

10 

10 

12 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

16 

33 

24 

27 

29 

prU     5 

6 

7 

19 

21 

2:) 

27 

97 

30 

«y     1 

2 

3 

7 

8 

8 

11 

19 

22 

26 

28 

30 

8 

12 

U 

15 

15 

19 

20 

22 

23 

26 

27 

3 

6 

7 

9 

13 

13 

14 

14 

27 

28 

30 

31 

1 

11 

16 

30 

31 


le 


To  cheek  paid. 

do 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 

do. 

do. 

.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do.... 

.do.... 

.do..., 

.do... 

.do..., 

.do... 

.do... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do 

.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.  do . . . . 
.do.... 

.do 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do  ... 

.do.... 

.do..., 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.   ., 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do... 

.do... 

.do... 

.do... 

.do..., 

.do.. .. 

.do... 

.do... 


do. 
.do. 
.do. 


$100  00 

10  50 
500  00 

75  00 

100  00 

1,000  00 

360  00 

200  CO 

85  00 

75  00 

400  00 

90  00 
150  00 

20  00 

20  00 

50  00 

18  49 

20  00 

4.972  50 

100  00 

205  08 

215  00 

20  00 

150  00 

11  25 
50  00 
35  00 
78  78 
25  00 
10  00 

500  00 
50  00 

600  00 
41  00 

125  00 
1,800  00 

150  00 
50  00 
75  00 

152  50 

24  00 
65  00 

91  00 

25  00 
30  00 
46  50 

100  00 
25  00 
35  00 

213  48 
20  00 
25  00 

319  00 

787  35 
60  00 

25  00 
50  00 

100  00 

1,500  00 

20  00 

20  00 

20  00 

543  61 

70  40 

64  75 

100  00 

210  00 

2,038  OO 

1.000  00 

146  00 

345  00 

1, 133  32 

50  00 

26  75 
81  50 
25  00 
50  Oi) 

100  00 
25  00 
60  00 
75  00 

100  00 
50  00 

345  00 


1866. 
Jan.      1 
4 
6 


11 

22 

22 

29 

5 

5 

14 
17 
26 


Feb. 


Mar.     2 

5 
10 
13 

23 

30 
31 

April  7 
21 
26 

June     2 

9 

18 

20 

22 

23 
30 


July 


5 

5 

5 

12 
12 

13 


28 

28 

.Sept.  11 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


12 

9 

15 

25 
1 
1 


3 
3 
3 
5 

7 
21 
21 
22 
22 

7 
11 


U 


24 


By  balance 1413  01 

Bydepoait 360  55 

By  deporit  of  J.  W.  Campbeiri  50  00 

check. 

By  depoiit  of  J.  M.  P.  Price*!  1, 500  00 

check. 

By  depoftft  of  R.  S.  Jenkins's  100  00 

check. 

Bydepoait 62  05 

By  caah 170  00 

Bycaah 445  00 

By  deposit  Red   Bank.  N.   J..  85  90 

check. 

By  deposit  A.  C.  ScotoI,  check.  215  90 

By  depo«it,C.  A.  Sparks,  check .  126  00 

By   deposit,    R.    8.  Jenkins,  150  00 

check, 

By  R.    F.  Stockton,  Jr.,  note,  4,972  05 

$5,000,  less  disoonot,  1^.50. 

By  0 .  P.  Strattoo's  check 250  00 

By  C.  P.  Stratton's  check 250  00 

By     a.    M.     Robeson's    note,  1, 476  50 

f  1,500,  less  discount,  $23.50. 

By  W.  S.  McAllister,   check..  850  00 

By  E.  Brewer,  check.  ..., 800  00 

By  Salem,  N.  J.,  check 982  00 

By   cash 550  00 

By  P.  L.  Voorhees,  check 1, 531  03 

By  cash 10100 

By  cash 237  00 

By  A.  C.  Scovel's  check 1,000  0:) 

By  Bel videre,  N.  J. ,  check 4 1 1  40 

By  cash 400  00 

By  J.  M.  Robeson's  note,  $1,500,  1, 494  38 

less  dittcoant,  $5.62. 

By  cash 100  00 

By  Bank  North  America,  Phil-  1, 900  00 

adelpbia,  check. 

By  Bank  Commonwealth,  Phil-  50  00 

adelpbia,  check. 

By    Farmers  and    Mechanics'  1,000  00 

Bank,  Philadelphia,  check. 

By  Bank  of  Commerce,  Pbila-  500  00 

delpbia,  check.  I 

By  Millville,  N.  J.,  check 25  00 

By  Bank  North  America,  Phil-  17  60 

adelphla  check. 

By  Aaron  .Ward's  note,  $350,  343  54 

less  discount,  $6.46. 

By  8.  H.  Grey's  check 50  00 

By  city  treasurer,  check 8  09 

By  O.  M  Robeson,  note,$l,500.  1, 472  29 

less  discount,  $27.71. 

BycAsh 5,000  00 

By    E.   Brewer,     note,    $600,  588  80 

less  discount,  $11.20. 

Bycash 83  00 

By  A.  C.  Scovel's  check 542  82 

By  New  York,  check 250  00 

Bycash 600  00 

By  A.  (>.  Cattell.  note,  $2,500,  2,478  61 

less  discount,  $21.39. 

By  W.  O.  Milligan,  president,  294  40 

note,  $300,  less  discount,  $5.60. 

By  ca»h 100  00 

Bycash 500  00 

Bycash 100  00 

By  E.  Z.  Colling's  note,  $300,  294  40 

less  discount,  $5.60. 

By  H.  B.  Wilson,  check 137  00 

Kycash 2.50  00 

By  T.  Cochran,  check 150  00 

By  J.  O.Atkinson,  check 17  00 

By  J.  C.  Stockham,  check 90  00 

Bycash 106  00 

By     G.     M.    Robeson's  note.  2, 454  80 

$2,550,  indorsed    by  A.  O. 

Cattell,  less  discount,  $45.20. 

By    O.      M.    Robeson's  note,  981  72 

$1,000,   indonted    by   A.    C. 
•    Scovel,  less  discount,  $18.28. 

Bycash 90  00 

By  J.  M.  P.  Price,  check ^  252  li^ 
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1866. 
Sept.    15 
15 

To  check  paid 

$70  00  1 

60  00 
4,  600  00  1 

20  OO  , 
100  JDO 

951D0  1 
328  26  i 

10  00 
280  00 
588  80 

43  02  ' 

24  12 
498  75 

25  00 
150  00  1 

12  60  , 
45  00 

100  00 
400  00 
100  00 
400  00  1 
295  00 

50  00  1 
.500  00 
300  00 
183  00 
170  00 
2(K)  00  i 
137  06  1 

27  00 
130  00  ! 
130  00 
100  00 
225  00  : 
211  35 

13  00 
19  00  ; 

83  00 ; 

80  00 
25  00  1 
76  50  i 
72  86 
50  00  ' 
64  33 
50  00  1 
100  00  : 
175  65 
100  00 

21  10 
307  00  1 

50  00 
2,455  00 
1,500  00 
500  00  1 

13  00 
100  00  1 
136  00  1 

14  50  i 
25  00  1 

340  88 

162  50 

61  24 
16  20  1 

200  00 

201  50 
98  50 
75  00 

207  00  ' 
50  00  1 

164  25 
50  00 

100  00 

82  50  : 

50  00 
25  40  , 

35  00 
115  50  ! 
600  00  , 
400  00  ' 

36  50 
1  75 

111  10 

• 

do 

17 

do 

22 

do 

25 

do 

Oct.        1 

do 

3 

do : 

5 

do ;. 

9 

do 

9 

do 

11 

do 

12 

do 

13 

......do.. 

1 

13 

do 

15 

do 

i 

1 

! 

19 

do 

20 

do 

27 

29 

do 

Nov.      3 
3 

do 

do 

5 

do 

5 

do 

1 

5 

do 

7 

....'..do 

10 

do 

10 

do 

) 

10 

14 

do 

14 

do 

14 
14 

do 

do 

15 

do 

■ 

15 

do 

16 

do 

19 
19 

do 

. . . • f . do ...................... 

20 

......do '. 

20 

do 

21 

do 

21 

do 

22 

do 

23 

do 

26 

do 

26 

do 

1867. 
Jan.      I 
10 

Feb.     8 
8 
8 

May    13 

14 

• 

By  balance  from  1866 

Dec.       1 

do 

7 

do 

8 

8 

do 

11 

do 

11 

do 

12 

do 

13 

do 

18 

do 

19 

do 

24 

26 

do 

27 

28 

do 

1867. 
Jan.       3 

1 

4 

do 

By  Fanners  and  Mechanics', 

Philadelphia,  check. 
By  cash 

\ 

8 

11 

do 

11 

By  J.  Clements,  cbeck 

21 

do 

By  A.  C.  Scovel,  check 

By  Farmers  and   Mechanics', 

Philadelphia,  check. 
Bv  C  P.  Str&tton.  chmk 

24 

do 

26 

do 

31 

Feb.       9 

do 

25      bV  A.  K.  Hav.  check ^..i 

13 

April    9 
9 
9 

15 

24 
Mar.     2 

7 
13 

By  ca«h 

23 

do 

By  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  check 

By  J.  M.  Robeson,  note,  |700, 

less  dlMcoant,  $13.26. 
By  Trenton  Banking  Company, 

check. 

By  M .  B.  Taylor,  check 

By  B.  D.  Shreve,  check 

By  J.  M.  Harrison,  check 

DvTrnntnn  Rjinkincr  P.AinniUiV. 

28 
Mar.       1 

do 

do 

1 

2 

do 

6 

14 

do 

'" 

15 

do 

18 

do i... 

ffr 

25 

do 

N.  J.,  check. 
13     By  North  America,  PhUadel- 

i6 

do 

April     2  1 
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06 


1867. 
ril  15 
16 

10 
11 
13 
14 
14 
18 
18 
18 
23 
31 
3 
3 
4 
4 
6 
7 
8 
14 
21 
22 
25 
26 
29 
2 
3 
5 
6 
9 
11 
13 
17 
24 
25 
27 
29 
2 
5 
5 
9 
4 
5 
11 
26 
3 
7 
8 
14 
28 
1 
3 
4 
5 
5 
11 
12 
13 
13 
18 
18 
20 

2:» 

2 

4 

9 
10 
U 
14 
14 
18 
24 


nj. 


^pt 


V. 


B38. 


To  check  paid 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


3 
4 

8 
A 

15 


do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do..». 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Balance  to  1868. 


To  check  paid. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


ififfr. 

$200  CO 

June 

7 

542  20 

7 

1,000  00 

17 

250  00 

July 

6 

1,135  84 

6 

75  00 

10 

157  50 

10 

64  09 

16 

100  00 

29 

50  00 

1  Oct. 

4 

122  50  ; 

i 

11 

14  00 

11 

50  00 

Nov. 

5 

40  00 

5 

.181  58 

600  00 

Dec. 

3 

130  00 

4 

65  75 

1 

1 

4 

80  .-iO 

1 

500  00 

1 

9 

30  00 

1 

9 

lUO  OU 

12 

400  00 

12 

200  00 

( 

26 

1,000  00 

43  86 

100  00 

162  50 

1,382  50 

19  50 

15  00 

360  14 

100  00 

1 

111  00 

1 

144  47 

50  00 

35  00 

1,134  65 

100  00 

30  00 

50  00 

i 

500  03  . 

1 

200  00 

t 

80  00 

80  00 

1 

100  00 

1 

73  00 

1 

100  00 

j 

100  00 

I 

80  00 

, 

100  00 

200  00 

50  00 

50  00 

1 

100  00 

1 

80  00 

56  15 

200  00 

1 

155  59 

1 

100  00 

145  00 

100  00 

5U0  00 

100  00 

1 

82  00 

25  00 

' 

1 

17  76 

1 

50  00 

80  00 

1 

100  00 

35  00 

, 

\ 

120  00 

1 

100  00 

170  41 

25  00 

1 

518  98 

1868. 

10  00 

Jan. 

1 

20  00  : 

1 

2 

27  84 

1 

2 

105  25 

73  00 

By  Newark,  N.  J.,  check 

By  A.  G.  Scovel,  check 

By  J.  B.  Dayton,  check 

By  A.  G.  Reilly,  check 

By  H.  iTins,  treasnrer,  check.. 

By  B.  C.  Downi ,  check 

By  T.  P.  Carpenter,  check 

By  N.  Booremao,  check  .... 

By  G.  M.  Ward,  check 

By  caah 

By  T.  Cadwallader,  check 

By  State  Aaiorer,  N.  J.,  check 

By  H.  N.  Congar,  check 

By  B.  D.  Snow'g  note,  #250,  leM 

diicoaot,$4.13. 

By  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  check 

By  P.  8,  Pearson,  check 

By  Somerset  Company,  N.  J., 

check. 

By  Nixon  and  M.,  check 

By  J.  W.  Cain,  check 

By  cash : 

By  R.  Y.  Bonnio,  check 

By  G.  F.  Fort,  aiuignoe,  check 


$40  00 
500  00 

3,064  80 
120  00 
475  00 
568  00 
740  40 

.  200  00 
500  00 
250  00 
250  00 
375  00 
100  00 
245  37 

150  00 
250  00 
250  00 

50  00 

26  00 

9  75 

47  25 

360  00 


By  balance  from  1867 

By  State  treasurer,  check 

By  MciNeil,    Irving    Oc  Rich, 

check. 
By  BelvLder«,  IS. 3.,  OafttVL... 


\ 


518  98 
365  00 
lUO  (JO 


I 


222 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Dr.      Gtortf€  M,  Robeson  in  account  with  National  Stale  Bank  of  Camden — Conf  d.       Cr. 


Feb. 


M 


1868. 
Jan.   16 

17 

17 

18 

18 

20 

22 

23 

24 

27 

3 

3 

5 

8 

15 

17 

34 

24 

25 

25 

26 

28 

March  2 

4 

ti 

7 

9 

9 

10 

16 

16 

18 

21 

28 

28 

28 

28 

30 

31 

31 

6 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
11 
13 
18 
5 
8 

13 

13 

15 

15 

20 

23 

1 

2 

4 

5 

19 

22 

22 

22 

27 

29 

July   13 

16 

17 

18 

20 

22 

Aug.  12 

17 

17 

22 

4 

5 

5  I 


April 


May 


Jnno 


Sept. 


To  check 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

, do.. 

do.. 

......do.. 

, do.. 

do.. 

.po.. 

.do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

......do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do-. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

, ..... do . . 

do.., 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.., 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do.., 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

•  •  •  •  •  uO  •  •  ■ 

do... 

•  «  ■ • • Uw • •  • 

do*.. 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 


paid. 


»••■•••« 


20 
63 
00 
00 
45 
50 
00 
80 
50 
15 
70 
00 
30 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
CO 
00 
00 


$26 
640 

50 
550 
lUO 

15 

30 
404 
16i 

46 
854 

2.'^ 
129 

80 
150 

17 

25 
212 

25 

50 
100 

30 
468 

80 

38 

50 

25 

50 

\19 

50  00 

30  00 
175  00 

3U  00 
27, 800  00 
805  00 

25 
750 

30 
lUO 

50 
200 
187 
130 
100 

25 

30 
165 

80  00 

575  75 

9 

50 

80 
152 

66 

50 

100 

484 

30 

50 

247 

100  00 

50  00 

80 

30 

50 

75 

200 

100 

100  00 

955  14 

700 

30 

350 

497 

100 

198 

100 

100 

90 

100 

35 


1868. 

Jan.  9 

2 

3 

15 

88 

28 

28 

30 

[Feb.  13 

I      28 
.March  6 
16 
27* 

April   6 


6 

8 

8 

11 

19 

1 

I 

8 

8 

13 

13 

27 

II 

13 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


62 
00 
00 
27 
52 
00 
00 
54 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


\ 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
02 
45 
00 
00 


May 

June 


July 


»*0 


Sept      8 


9 

21 

Oct.      5 

5 

7 

13 

26 

Nov.     2 

Dec       1 

1 

5 

23 

28 


By  J.  M.  P.  Price,  check 

By  John  Stone,  cJieck 

By  cash 

By  Woodbury,  N.  J.,  check.... 

By  T.  Cadwiilader,  check 

By  S.  Tombleton,  check 

By  Norristown,  Pa.,  check 

By  D.  E.  Iszard,  note,  $325,  le« 

diflconnt,  $3.67. 

By  New  York,  check 

By  C.  P.  Stratton,  check 

By  C.  P.  Stratton.  check 

By  J.  R.  Tarton.  check 

By  Trenton  Banking  Company, 

N.  J.,  check. 
By  Trenton  Banking  Company, 

N.  J.,  check. 

By  Joseph  J.  Read,  check 

By  J.  T.  Nixon,  check 

By  R.  S.  Jenkini ,  check 

By  Norristown,  Pa. ,  check 

ByO.  F.  Fort,  chick 

By  J.  W.  Scudde  r,  check 

By  J.  P.  Bradley,  check 

By  cash 

By  CR«h .jf 

By  Belvidere,  n!  J.,  check 

By  J.  T.  Nixon,  check. 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check 

By  cash 

By  P.  L.  Voorhees,  check 

By  E.  Brewer'M  not«,  $500.  leis 

discount,  $5.83. 
By  G.  M.  Robeson's  not«.  $750. 

Indorsed  by  A.  C.  Scovel,  less 

discount,  $13.85. 

By  cash 

By  cash 

By  Camden  and  Atl^tic  Rail- 
mad,  check. 

By  C.  P.  Stratton,  check 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check 

Bv  J.  M.  Robeson's  note,  $1,000, 

less  discount,  $5.83. 

By  H.  N.  Congar,  check 

By  J.  M.  Harrison,  check 

By  W.  L.  Dayton  check. 

By  A.  C.  Scovel,  check 

By  A.  H.  Slapes,  check 

By  B.  Gummere,  check 

By  North  America,  Philsd^I- 

phia,  check 


$153  88 

473  00 

75  00 

618  37 

42  50 

30  00 

50  00 

SSI  33 

1,645  37 

50  00 

160  88 

100  00 

X,  190  00 

375  00 

375  00 
^6  75 
130  00 
225  00 
350  00 
250  00 
41  00 
150  00 
372  83 
455  96 
100  00 
375  00 
300  00 
1,366  89 
494  17 

736  15 


30  00 
25  00 
50  00 

400  OO 
375  00 
99417 

1,000  00 
^00 
S30  00 

363  oe 

200  00 
2,116  65 

53  41 
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B.        Oearge  M,  Robeson  in  account  with  National  State  Bank  of  Camden — Cont*d.       CR. 


>v, 


ec. 


iMi 


il 


Balance   tol869. 


!•«••••< 


$25  00 
SO  00 

12fi  00 
50  00 
20  00 
75  00 

29  26 
100  00 
114  65 

67  75 

212  5U 

94  00 

30  00 
150  00 

35  00 

400  00 

58  00 

44  74 
100  00 

60  00 

250  00 

200  00 

100  00 

450  00 

300  00 

50  00 

166  66 

100  00 

350  00 

150  00 

47  00 

22  00 

100  00 

400  00 

150  00 

100  00 

100  00 

10  00 

10  00 

28  00 

45  00 
2,376  86 

150  00 

25  00 

200  00 

79  00 
85  00 

258  50 
250  00 
100  00 
100  00 

24  00 
13  50 
15  00 
13  50 
50  00 
98  49 

110  00 

50  00 

100  00 

100  00 

30  00 

25  00 
25  00 

100  00 
50  00 
50  00 

237  50 

31  50 
25  00 
81  54 

350  00 
324  00 
100  00 
110  00 

66  50 
100  00 

78  04 

200  00 

85 

150  00 

80  00 
149  71 


1869. 

Jan.     1 

2 

8 

28 

Feb.     6 

20 

26 

AprU26 

26 


May 


Jnly 


26 
5 
12 
12 
14 
19 
3 

3 
3 
3 


Sept  30 

Oct.      5 

5 

19 

Not.   17 
20 

Dec.    14 


By  balance  from  1868 

By  State  treasarer,  N.  J.,  check 

By  Norristown,  Pa.,  check 

By  State  treasurer,  N.  J.,  check. 

By  NorrUtown,  Pa.,  check 

By  North  America,  Phila.,  check 

By  Odessa,  DeL,  check 

By  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  check.... 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check 

By  J.  M.  Read,  check 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check... b.. 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check 

By  T.  J.  Cheeseman,  check. . . . 
By  State  treasarer,  N.  J.,  check. 
By  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.,  note. 

$10,000.  less  discount,  $178.89. 

By  Trenton,  N.  J.,  check 

By  New  York,  check 

By    Com    Exchange,    Phila., 

check. 
By  A.  G.  Cattell  A.  Co.,  check.. 
By  A.  G.  Cattell  Sl  Co,,  check. 
By  A  .  O.  Cattell  &  Co.,  note, 

$5,000,  less  discount.  $82.64. 
By    Com    Exchange,    Phila., 

check. 
By  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  check. . 
By   Com    Exchange,     Phila., 

check. 
Cash 


•2,376  68 

375  00 

50  00 

300  00 

100  00 

58  90 

25  00 

327  12 

64  73 

936  75 

6,250  00 

810  18 

280  00 

2,660  00 

300  00 

9,821  11 

345  82 
300  00 
300  00 

178  88 

81  67 

4, 917  36 

552  50 

2,300  00 
36  20 

1,166  90 


\- 
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DiU         George  M.  Robeson  in  account  with  National  State  Bank  of  Camden — Cont'd. 


> 


Jane 


July 


Aug. 
Sept. 


Oct 


Not. 


1869. 
May  14 
15 
17 
17 
17 
20 
29 
31 
2 
2 
5 
10 
11 
22 
23 
25 
26 
6 
6 
7 
7 
28 
29 
5 
10 
4 
6 
9 
24 
27 
28 
30 
5 
6 
6 
3 
12 
15 
17 
22 
24 
27 
3 
20 
22 
22 
24 
27 
27 

1870 
Jan.       5 
6 
8 

13 
15 
17 
9 
18 
19 
24 
25 
2I> 
6 
26 
5 
9 
4 
5 
6 
6 
[) 
14 
9 

;n 
1 

e 

8 
1> 

12 

12 

114 

17 


Dec. 


Feb. 


April 

May 

Juno 
July 


Au^. 

Oct. 

Nov. 


To  check  paid $149  71 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do, 
.do. 
do. 
.do. 


...do. 

....do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

,...do..« 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do , 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do ,. 

...do 

..  do 

Balance  to  1870. 


To  check  paid 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

!•■■••  Uv  •■••••■ 
■  •«•••  Uv ••■■••• 

do 

do 

do 

do 

...;..  do....... 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

do 

do 

do. 


140  00 

284  12 

500  00 

100  00 

•  860  18 

300  00 

373  04 

80  00 

100  00 

1,000  00 

88  50 

350  00 

60  00 

.do .'  3,150  00 

.do !        75  00 

.do I      100  00 

do 101  75 

do 52  00 

.do 10,000  00 

175  00 
127  75 
500  00 
500  00 

24  16 
669  00 
200  00 
500  00 
361  37 
100  00 

22  00 

25  00 
2  50 

5,000  00 
600  00 
50  00 
100  00 
190  00 
150  00 
500  00 
223  61 
600  00 
300  00 
200  00 

397  50 
6-i5  02 
200  00 

50  00 

50  00 

490  58 

144  00 

398  78 
839  30 

50  00 

854  03 

20  75 

300  00 

450  00 

250  00 

252  00 

82  50 

55  80 

3,000  00 

200  00 

350  00 

7.38  66 

250  00 

50  00 

80 

2,000  00 

75 

800  00 

1,  645  37  I 

I,  .')00  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

500  00 

300  00 

350  00 

500  00 


I    ■    •     •    •    4 


1870. 


Jan. 


Aprtl 


May 

June 
July 


Aug. 
Oct. 


Nov. 


18 
5 


6 
2 
10 
1 
7 

11 


6 
11 


4 

7 

8 

11 

23 

27 


By  1)alHnqe  from  1869 

ByG.  M.  Robe8on'8Oot«,$3,000. 
Indoned  by  A.  G.  Cattell  & 
Co.,  len  discount,  $54.25. 

By  Com  Exchange,  check 

ByG.  M.  Robeeon'inote,  $3,000. 
indoned  br  A.  G.  Cattell  &. 
Co.,  leM  ditcoant,  $36.17. 

By  Com  Exchange, check.... 

By  Corn  Exchange, check.... 

By  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.,  check. 

By  Com  Exchange, check.... 

By  J.  M.  Robeiton'a  note. 
$1, 570.50.  lega  discount,  $11.43 

ByG.  M.  Robe8on'tfnote,$l,500, 
indoned  by  A.  G.  Cattell  ic 
Co.,  leia  discount,  $38. 

Phillipsburgh,  N.  J.,  check 

ByG.  M.  Robeson's note.fa. 000. 
indorsed  by  A.  G.  Cattell  &, 
Co.,  less  discount,  $55.41. 

By  Washington,  check 

By  Washington,  check 

By  cash 

By  cash 

By  Com  Exchange,  check 

By  C.  P.  Strattou,  check 


$490 
^945 


350  ► 
l,90r 


1,000^ 

285  •- 
875*^ 
1,559 

1,475 


■\ 


.do '      ^^^^'i 


\\ 
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Dr. 


George  M.  Robeson  in  account  wUh  National  State  Bank  oj  Camden, 


Cr. 


1870. 
I>«c       1 

S8 
29 


leri. 

Jan. 


Feb. 
Mar. 

^pril 

July 

Aug. 
Sept. 


4 

9 

9 

13 

14 

18 

id 

13 

1 

3 

10 

10 

11 

21 

11 

12 

13 

9 


Oct. 
Kov. 

1878. 
Fel>.        5 
27 


To  check  pai  < . . 

do 

do , 

Balance  to 


1871. 


To  check  paid. 

Tdo 

do 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


do. 
.do. 


1350 

1,114 

35 

79 

39 

1 

3,000 

50 

20 

175 

250 

30U 

300 

237 

2,500 

200 

2,000 

500 

1 

1.000 

1,033 


00 
00 
00 
49 

00 
25 
00 
00 
00 
06 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
45 
00 
96 
00 
46 


20  00 
200  00 


1871. 
Jan.      1 
9 


10 


25 

Mar 

28 

April 

10 

10 

July 

10 

11 

Aug. 

22 

Oct. 

13 

Nov. 

7 

By  balance  from  1870 

By  Core  Exchange,  Philadel- 
phia, check. 

By  G.  M.  K..  check  on  First 
National.  Washington. 

By  O.  M.  Robeiton,  note, 
$2,500,  indorsed  by  A.  Q. 
Cattell  &  Co.,  leiB  discount, 
$45.69. 

By  Com  Exchange,  Philadel- 
phia, check. 

By  Com  Exchange,  Philadel- 
phia, check. 

By  G.  M.  Robeson's  note, 
$2,000,  indorsed  by  A.  G. 
Cattell  &  Co.,  less  discount, 
$36.17. 

By  Com  Exchange,  Philadel- 
phia, check. 

By  Com  Exchange,  Philadel- 
phia, check. 

By  G.  M.  Robeson's  note, 
$1,000,  indorsed  by  A.  G. 
Cattell  Sc  Co.,  less  discount, 
$18.47. 

By  J.  M.  Robeson's  note, 
$900,  lest  discount,    $15.82. 

By  Com  Exchange.  Philadel- 
phia, check. 

By  0.  P.  Stratton,  Philadel- 
phia, check. 


r9  49 
500  00 

650  00 

2,454  31 

500  00 

500  00 

1,963  83 

500  00 

1,000  00 

981  53 

884  18 

600  00 

1,300  GO 

Q.  CommenciDg  with  the  deposit  side  of  yonr  accoont,  under  date  of  July  2, 1869, 1  notice 
a.deposit  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Robeson  of  |9,62L1L  State  of  what  that  deposit*  consisted. — 
A.  That  was  the  proceeds  of  the  discount  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.*s  note  for  $10,000,  but  I 
cannot  saj  by  whom  that  note  was  paid  at  maturity. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  ; 

Q.  If  the  check  was  handed  over  to  him  at  any  time  within  three,  four,  or  six  months,  it 
iMTould  appear  on  the  other  side  of  your  book,  would  it  not  ?— A.  If  that  was  his  check  for 
910,000,  used  to  pay  that  note,  it  would  appear  on  the  other  side  of  the  book. 

Q.  There  is  no  evidence  on  the  book  that  he  paid  the  note  himself? — A^  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  eridence  in  your  bank  as  to  who  did  pay  that  note? — A.  I  canH  tell  you 
that  without  examination.  If  that  note  was  payable  at  our  own  bank,  I  could  tell  whom  it 
^as  paid  by.    If  it  was  payable  at  any  other  bank,  I  could  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Whenever  A.  G.  or  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  '*  Com  Exchange  "  appears  in  your  trau 
script,  that  means,  does  it  not,  the  check  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  upon  the  Com  Exchange 
Bank  which  has  been  passed  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Robeson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wherever  **  Com  Exchange  "  appears  for  any  amount,  as  I  notice  it  has  in  several 
instances,  you  are  unable  to  state  who  was  the  drawer  of  that  check  on  the  Com  Exchange 
Bank? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  I  would  ask  you  now  from  your  recollection,  are  they  not  the  checks  of  A.  G.  Cattell 
dc  Co.  upon  the  Cora  Exchange  Bank  T — A.  That  I  would  be  unable  to  say.  I  don't  sup- 
pose I  ever  saw  the  checks. 

Q.  I  notice  on  the  4th  of  January,  1870,  Mr.  Robeson's  note  for  $3,000,  indorsed  A.  G.  C; 
who  is  that  f — A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 

Q.  I  notice  April  5,  1870,  Robeson,  |2,000,  indorsed  A.G.C.— A.  That  is  A.  G.  Cattell 
&Co. 

Q.  I  notice,  also,  July  7, 1870,  J.  M.  Robeson,  $1,570.50,  proceeds  of  which  notes  were 
passed  to  the  credit  of  G.  M.  Robeson. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  on  the  11th  of  July,  G.M.  Robeson,  |1,500,  indorsed  A.  G.  C. — A.  That  is 
A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.   The  proceeds  of  those  notes  go  to  his  credit. 

Q.  Upon  the  llth  of  6ctober  "Robeson,"  $3,000,  indorsed  A.  G.  C.  &  Co.— A.  That 
is  A.  G.  Catte'.l  &  Co.,  the  proceeds  of  which  passed  to  credit  of  George  M.  Robeson. 

Q.  The  next  two  entries  oelow  **  Washington  "  are  what,  the  ftisl  Wii\^  ^«t  ^sK^Q  ^sA'Caa 
second  for  $600  ?— A.  Cbecka  on  some  bank  in  Wasbington.    1  \.\iVak  \>Ql«A.  nr^a  ^^  ^^^x. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 15 
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occurrence  of  a  check  on  Washin^^ton  bein$|^  placed  to  his  credit,  and  my  own  impression 
was  that  that  was  his  own  check  on  some  bank  there,  passed  to  his  individaal  credit  here.  A 
deposit  on  the  8th  of  November  of  $*2,000  was  in  bank-notes. 

Q.  I  observe  here,  December  27,  that  a  check  of  C.  P.  Stratton  was  given  on  the  National 
State  Bank,  of  Camden,  for  8500.  Who  is  C.  P.  Strattou  ?— A.  He  is  a  lawyer  in  Cam- 
den. 

Q.  He  is  a  judge  of  one  of  your  courts,  is  he  not  t — A.  I  think  so  at  present. 

Q.  January  9,  Ief71, 1  observe  an  entry  of  G.  M.  R.,  '*  First  National,"  Wanhington,  $650. 
— A.  That  was  G.  M.  Robeson^s  check  on  the  First  National  Bank  of  Washington,  for 
$650. 

Q.  January  10,  Robeson,  $*2,.')00,  indorsed  by  A.  G.  C.  &  Co.,  the  proceeds  of  which 
parsed  to  G.  M.  Robeson's  credit. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  April  10,  Robefeou,  |2.000,  indorsed  by  A.  G.  C.  &  Co.  That  is  A.  O.  Cattell  &  Co.  ? 
— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  On  July  1),  Robeson  $1,000,  indorsed  by  A.  G.  C.  &  Co.  Was  that  for  $1,009 
which  passed  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Robeson  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  here,  J.  M.  Robeson,  under  date  August  2;^,  1871,  note  for  $900,  the  proce^ 
of  which  passed  to  the  credit  of  G.  M.  Robeson. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  also  observe,  November  7,  C.  P.  Stratton*8  check  on  National  State  Bank,  of  Caei- 
den,  $1,300,  in  favor  of  G.  M.  Robeson. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Turning  to  the  debit  side  of  his  deposit  account,  I  call  your  attention  to  date  July  7, 
18^,  in  which  I  find  him  charged  with  the  sum  of  $10,000.  I  ask  you  if  that  is  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  note  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  discounted  upon  the  2d  day  of  July,  lb69. — A. 
That  I  couldnU  say. 

Q.  Could  you  not  Answer  that  upon  looking  at  the  state  of  his  account  and  the  dates  ?~ 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  sav  that  on  the  2d  day  of  July  a  certain  amount  of  money  comes  to  his 
credit.  He  may  have  had  $5,000  balance  to  his  credit  above  that,  and  this  i  10,000  being 
charged  may  be  part  of  the  proceeds  of  that  note,  and  it  may  be  part  of  some  previous  de- 
posit. 

Q.  All  then,  that  you  pretend  to  say  is,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  Cattell  note  had  passed 
to  his  credit  prior  to  the  date  of  his  check  for  that  amount,  and  he  checked  npoii  the  pro- 
ceeds of  that  note;  and  whatever  balance  he  may  have  had  remaining  to  his  credit  in  tbe 
bank  T— A.  I  can  say  that  on  the  2d  of  July,  Uie  proceeds  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.'s  note 
for  $10,000  was  passed  to  Mr.  Robeson's  credit.  On  the  7th  of  July  we  charged  to 
his  account  his  cbeck  for  $10,000. 

Q.  That  is  to  say^he  drew  the  money  out  of  the  bank? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  I  can't  uj 
be  drew  it.' 

Q.  But  it  was  drawn  on  his  check  T — A.  We  paid  G.  M.  Robeson's  cbeck  for  $IO,(K)0 
five  days  after  the  discount  of  that  note. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  In  the  payment  of  the  money  from  Mr.  Robeson^s  deposit  account,  can  yon  give  tlte 
committee  names  of  tbe  parties  to  whom  it  was  paid  ?— A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Your  books  show  from  whom  he  receiv«a  the  money.  I  mean  with  reference  to  tbe 
discounted  notes  and  the  deposits  from  them  and  other  sources.  Now,  can  tou  say  thstio 
drawing  his  checks  he  did  not  draw  them  in  favor  of  the  same  parties  fn>m  whom  betppetn 
to  have  received  the  money  for  deposit  t — A.  That  I  couldn't  aay. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  recollection,  to  whom  was  the  bulk  of  these  deposits  paid  f— A.  Tbat 
I  am  unable  to  answer. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  any  particular  name  being  prominent  in  tbe  receipt  of  mooej 
from  him  at  those  times  ?  It  appears  by  your  books  that  be  was  in  the  receipt  of  a  good 
deal  of  money  firom  the  Cattells.  Now,fao  you  remember  any  particular  party  in  favor  of 
whom  he  drew  checks  at  that  time  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  they  had  been  in  favor  of  any  particular  party  would  you  have  remembered  it  at 
this  time? — A.  These  checks,  when  paid  and  charged  to  his  account,  did  not  comensdermj 
personal  observation.  If  we  paid  his  check  for  any  amount  it  would  be  paid  by  the  pajing 
teller  and  charged  to  his  account  by  the  book-keeper,  but  would  not  come  ander  mj  notice. 
We  keep  no  record  of  whom  the  checks  are  paid  to.  These  checks  may  bav«  been  givon  to 
aomebocy,  or  come  to  us  through  exchanges  of  the  Philadelphia  Bank. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  14, 1976. 
William  H.  Paxson  sworn  and  examkied. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  the  book-keeper  of  D.  8.  Stetson  &  Co.?— Answer.  I  am. 

Q.  In  what  business  \&  l\ial  &i\x\  ^xi^^^^d^— A.  They  are  ship-brokers  and  cowmit^on 


mercbaDts. 
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Q.  or  what  members  is  it  composed  f — A.  D.  S.  Stetson,  sr.,  and  D.  8.  Stetson,  jr. 

Q.  Is  anjrbody  else  interested  in  the  firm  in  anj  waj  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  lonir  have  yoa  been  their  book-keeper  ? — A.  Twelve  or  fourteen  yean,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  or  have  you  any  information  of  the  extent  of  their  dealings  with  the 
Navy  Department  of  the  United  States  in  any  way  ? — A.  We  ship  a  great  deal  of  coal  for 
th)  Department.  1 

Q.  Have  their  contracts  or  agrreements  with  the  Navy  Department  been  for  large  or  smal 
amonnts? — A  Sometimes  they  have  been  large  in  amount;  that  is,  they  have  transported 
large  quantities. 

Q.  Have  their  receipts  from  the  Navy  Department  been  large  in  amount  for  the  service 
rendered  of  any  character  or  description  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  answer  that  ques- 
tion. 

Q.  Have  they  furnished  any  coal  themselves  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  none  whatever. 

Q.  Have  they  furnished  any  articles  of  any  description  ? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  No  lumber,  timber,  coal,  or  stone  ? — A.  Nothing  of  any  kind  or  nature  that  I  know  of. 
We  have  from  time  to  time  furnished  transportation. 

Q.  Yours  has  simply  boen  a  carrying  or  freighting  trade,  so  to  speak  ? — A.  Yes ;  entirely 
so. 

Q.  Yon  have  freighted  from  point  te  point  large  quantities  of  coal  and  large  quantities  of 
iron  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  been  a  large  Quantity  of  iron. 

Q.  Did  not  Stetson  &,  Co.,  from  the  Kittery  or  Portsmoutn  navy-yard,  carry,  to  Mr.  John 
Roach  a  large  quantity  of  iron  7 — A.  There  was  some  carried  from  there,  but  I  cannot  say 
to  whom. 

Q.  Have  they  not  from  the  Boston  navy- yard  ? — A.  I  cannot  say.  Some  from  the  Kast 
came  this  way,  but  what  particular  point  it  was  from  I  do  not  know ;'  whether  it  was  Bos- 
ton or  Kittery.    That  is  a  part  of  the  business  I  have  little  or  nothing  to  do  with. 

Q.  You  know  that  from  the  entries  upon  your  books,  do  you  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  their  principal  business  been  in  freighting  coal? — A.  Principally. 

Q.  Would  your  books  enable  you  to  state  from  whom  the  coal  was  obtained  by  the  De- 
partment?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  entries  upon  your  books :  for  instance,  in  coal  shipped  from 
this  point  to  Mare  Island  ? — A.  We  would  not  make  such  an  entry. 

Q.  How  would  such  a  transaction  appear  upon  your  books  ? — A.  It  would  not  appear. 

Q.  At  the  present  time  what  is  the  Navy  Department  or  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  thereof 
indebted  to  your  firm  7 — A.  I  cannot  say  positively.     I  think  there  is  a  little  bill  due. 

Q.  Have  you  any  approved  bills  that  are  unpaid  7 — A.  I  think  we  have  one,  although  I 
will  not  be  positive  about  that. 

Q.  What  amonnt  do  you  think  it  is,  if  there  is  such  a  bill ! — A.  It  is  quite  small,  if  any ; 
say  a  couple  of  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  your  firm  enters  into  joint  account  with  any  one  in  this  shipping 
business  for  the  Navy! — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  no  entries  upon  your  books  showing  that  state  of  facts ;  say  Stetson  &,  Com- 
pany and  myself,  for  illustration,  enter  into  a  partnership  for  one  transaction,  so  to  speak  ?— 
A.  You  might  call  it  a  partnership  ;  we  have  divided  commissions. 

Q.  With  whom  ? — A.  With  numbers  of  parties ;  with  owners  or  agents  of  ships. 

Q.  With  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  7 — A.  I  believe  there  were  a  couple  of  instances  where  the . 
Cattells  received  a  commission  from  us. 

Q.  To  what  extent  7— A.  Some  time  in  January  last  they  received  about  S720, 1  think 
In  1872  they  also  received  a  commission. 

Q.  In  no  other  instance T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  not  your  books  show  that  from  time  to  time  the  firm  of  Stetson  &  Co.  have  paid  to 
A.  G.  Cattell  6l  Co.  certain  moneys  either  in  the  shape  of  profits,  or  fees,  or  commissions  ? 
' — A.  No,  sir ;  not  except  in  that  instance  that  I  spealc  of. 

Q.  Suppose  the  firm  had  paid  it  would  it  appear  7— A.  It  would. 

Q.  Do  the  books  of  your  firm  show  any  fee  or  commission  paid  to  C.  T.  Stratton  ? — A. 
^o.  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  of  that  name. 

Q.  Do  they  show  any  paid  to  Joseph  Price  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  show  that  any  was  paid  to  A.  W.  Russell? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  J.  O.  Bradford?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  show  that  any  was  paid  to  any  other  person  not  regularly  engaged  in  the 
^Tsm  trade  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  any  payment  or  loan  of  money  to  R.  W.  Shufeldt? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  J.  W.  Morehead  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  J.  F.  Dennison? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  F.  H.  Stickney? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  any  loan  of  money  to  George  M.  Robeson  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  transactions  with  George  M.  Robeson  f — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  any  transaction  other  than  these  two  which  you  have  named  with 
*^e  firm  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  t — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  considerable. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  any  large  sums  of  money  paid  to  A.G.Call^W  &.  Cq.>  «t  V.*^  '^^ 


228  NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 

• 

G.  Cattell  f — A.  They  show  sams  of  money  paid  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  but  iiot  in  coonec- 
tioQ  with  any  naval  business. 

Q.  Do  they  show  any  sums  of  money  paid  to  £.  G.  Cattell  alone  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  has  all  been  paid  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  alone,  has  it? — A.  I  cannot  say  whom 
these  two  amounts  that  I  speak  of  were  paid  to  excepting  by  the  check-book,  which  shows 
that  £.  G.  Cattell  received  this  last  check. 

Q.  That  was  in  January  last  1 — A.  Yes,  sir.  As  for  payments  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  we 
have  made  a  good  many,  but  they  are  more  in  the  nature  of  mutual  loans  than  anything 
else.  When  we  were  short  we  borrowed  of  the  Cattells,  and  they  would  repay  us  in  the 
same  way. 

Q.  Can  you  tell,  by  reference  to  your  cash  or  check  books,  the  amounts  of  money  inde- 
pendent of  any  loan  or  exchange  of  paper  on  mere  loan  account,  paid  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &. 
Co.,  or  E.  G.  Cattell  individaally,  or  A.  G.  Cattell  individually  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  the  firm  of  Stetson  &  Co.  had  paid  to  Mr.£.  G.  Cattell  the  sum  of  |1,000  to- 
day, where  would  that  transaction  appear  ? — A.  It  would  depend  on  what  it  was  for. 
It  would  appear  in  our  cash-book,  of  course. 

Q.  Then  it  would  be  entered  upon  your  cash  account,  would  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  your  cash  account  transferred  to  the  ledger,  or  is  it  simply  kept  in  the  cash-book  7— 
A.  It  is  in  the  ledger,  the  regular  ledger  of  customers. 

Q.  Then  it  would  also  appear  if  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  bad  been  paid  ? — A.  It  might,  or 
might  not ;  those  two  amounts  that  1  have  spoken  of  were  simply  charged  to  commiseions 
ana  the  checks  were  handed  to  Mr.  Stetson.     Whom  he  gave  them  to  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  It  was  understood  by  you  that  they  were  to  go  to  Mr.  Cattell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  you  that  your  firm  does  a  shipping  business  aa  ship-brokers  f— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  are  in  the  habit  of  chartering  vessels  to  carry  coal  7 — A.  To  carry  anything. 

Q.  If  a  party  came  to  you  to  make  a  charter  would  he  give  you  an  order  to  give  to  tlie 
captain  of  the  vessel  to  get  his  cargo  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is  managed. 

Q.  When  you  make  a  charter  for  a  coal-vessel,  do  you  not  know  on  whose  account  tbe 
coal  is,  whom  it  has  been  furnished  from,  and  whom  it  belongs  to  7 — A.  Only  from  the  wharf 
where  the  vessel  is  ordered  to  load  up. 

Q.  Certain  wharves  are  in  the  possession  of  certain  men,  of  course,  at  all  times  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  the  Cattells  buy  this  coal  of,  or  to  what  wharf  were  the  vessels  sent  to 
load  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  bought  any. 

Q.  What  was  that  commission  for  which  was  paid  to  the  Cattells  f — A.  In  1872;  then 
were  several  charters.     My  impression  is  that  it  was  paid  for  coal. 

Q.  It  was  for  giving  you  charters  f-— A.  No,  sir.    I  do  not  know  what  particular  relatioD 
they  bad  to  it. 

Q.  But  you  understood  they  had  some  relation  to  it  in  connection  with  the  Navyf—A  I 
understand  that  they  had  some  relation  to  it. 

Q.  In  connection  with  the  Navy  7 — A.  I  only  presumed  that  part    It  was  Navy  coal. 

Q.  Did  vou  understand  them  to  be  acting  as  merchants  in  behalf  of  the  Navy  7— A.  I  did 
not  know  now  that  was.    I  was  merely,  as  I  am  now,  a  book-keeper  there. 

S.  You  stated  you  could  tell  by  the  wharf  and  where  the  vessel  was  ordered  to,  whom  tbe 
was  purchased  from  T— -A.  I  could  only  infer  that.  We  had  nothing  to  do  with  pnrcbas* 
ing  the  coal.  If  the  vessel  had  been  ordered  to  your  wharf  we  would  presume  that  sbe  was 
loading  your  coal. 

Q.  At  whose  wharf  generally  was  the  vessel  ordered  under  these  instructions  f— A  At  ^^ 
particular  wharf;  at  any  of  these  wharves  along  Richmond. 

Q.  Who  would  know  the  particulars  in  regard  to  this  transaction,  that  is,  as  to  wboo  tbe 
coal  was  purchased  from  f — A.  Mr.  Stetson  might  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  this  was  a  commission  given  to  Cattell,  or  do  you  know  that  it  wis 
a  gratuity  to  Mr.  Cattell  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  give  him  such  a  present. 

Q.  You  get  your  commissions  from  the  captain  of  the  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  from  the 
vessel. 

Q.  And  part  of  that  commission  you  understood  was  given  to  Mr.  Cattell  ?--A.  I  w*^*^' 
stood  so. 
Q.  That  was  in  the  shape  of  these  two  checks  covering  several  vessels  1 — A.  Yes,  sir- 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  is  Stetson,  the  senior  member  of  your  firm  7 — A.  He  has  been  absent  sinc« 
Tuesday  two  weeks  out  West. 

Q.  Have  not  the  firm  of  Stetson  &  Co.  done  the  principal  part  of  the  carrying  for  tbeN«y 
Department  within  the  la.st  three  or  four  years  7— A.  I  think  tl  ey  have  for  the  last  coaple 
of  years.     1  do  not  remember  fi.rther  back  than  that. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Who  generally  owned  these  vessels  that  carried  coal  for  the  Navy  ?—A.  Well,  almost 
everybody. 

Q.  Did' your  firm  own  any  of  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  is,  when  I  say  *'  own  them,"  I 
do  not  mean  that  they  own  them  entirely ;  they  own  shares. 

Q.  You  were  interested  in  the  vessels  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  fixed  the  price  of  the  freight  with  the  Cattells  for  carrying  coal  in  these  vessels 
belonging  to  your  concern  f — A.  The  prices  were  fixed  at  the  navy>offioe. 

Q.  By  the  parchasing«paymaster  here,  or  by  the  bureau  in  Washington  f — A.  The  bids 
nsed  to  come  in  usually  at  the  navy-office  here. 

Q.  Did  you  not  carry  the  coal  on  what  they  call  open  contracts  7 — A.  Not  often,  I  think. 
However,  as  I  have  said  before,  it  is  a  part  of  the  business  that  I  really  know  little  or  noth- 
ing about. 

Q.  You  did  sometimes  carry  coal  on  open  contracts  where  there  was  no  advertised  bid 
— A.  I  cannot  state  when  or  where  that  was  done. 

Q.  Do  vou  not  know  of  any  instance  ? — A.  I  cannot  call  one  to  mind. 

Q.  Is  there  much  competition  in  this  bidding  for  carrying  freight  for  the  Nav^,  to  your 
knowledge— say  coal,  for  instance  7 — A.  As  I  have  said,  it  is  a  part  of  the  busmess  that 
comes  but  little  or  not  at  all  under  my  notice.  There  must  certainly  have  been  competition ; 
and  there  was.    I  know  of  such  instances. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  this  money  paid  to  Mr.  Cattell  would  or  would  not  place 
your  firm  on  the  inside  track  with  the  Department?  Was  it  not  with  that  view  that  the 
money  was  g^ven  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  your  vessels  have  carried  most  of  this  coal  for  the  Navy  for  the 
last  few  years  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  whatever  vessels  happened  to  be  here  that  we  did  business 
lor ;  we  put  our  own  on  a  par  with  the  others. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  vour  firm  has  had  the  most  of  the  contracts  for  the  last  two 
years? — A.  My  impression  is  that  we  have. 

Q.  More  than  half  at  least  ? — A.  I  think  so  ;  yes,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  15, 1870L, 
William  H.  Paxson  recalled.     « 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Since  you  were  last  before  the  committee,  have  you  looked  over  the  commis- 
aion  account  of  your  firm  T — Answer.  I  have. 

Q.  Are  you  now  able  to  state  anything  in  addition  to  the  amounts  already  furnished  by 
jou  as  paid  by  the  Messrs.  Cattell  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  dollar. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  any  commissions  being  paid  to  any  one  connected  with  the 
public  service? — A.  I  say  the  same  about  that;  we  have  never  paid  a  dollar. 

Q.  Have  you  looked  over  the  account  of  Cattell  &  Co.  and  the  account,  if  any,  of  E.  G. 
Cattell  or  A.  G.  Cattell,  and  if  so,  do  they  show  any  other  sum  of  money  paid  by  your  firm 
or  either  of  them,  other  than  the  amount  you  have  already  stated  t — A.  We  have  no  account 
^tb  A.  G.  Cattell,  and  never  have  had ;  we  have  no  account  with  £.  G.  Cattell ;  with  A. 
O.  Cattell  &  Co.  we  have  an  account,  which,  with  the  exception  of  loans,  shows  (1, 396.67 
paid  them  since  1871.    The  first  charge  is  June  9,  1871,  and  the  account  runs  up  to  to-day. 

Q.  And  the  loans  which  you  say  are  excluded,  were  entirely  accommodation  loans  as  shown 
by  your  books  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

-  Q.  You  have  no  charge  upon  your  books  against  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  since  the  year 
1872?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  that  a  charge  7 — A.  It  is  not  a  charge ;  we  had  a  line  of  steamers  that  ran  from  Provi- 
dence, which  came  to  their  wharf,  and  that  $1,396.67  is  simply  the  wharfage  paid  by  us  to 
them.  This  account  is  separate  and  independent  of  the  amount  paid  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 
CD  commissions  on  freight  as  I  stated  in  my  testimony  delivered  on  vesterday. 

Q.  What  does  the  amount  $1,293  30  represent? — A.  I  was  asked  to  find  out  from  the 
account  what  other  moneys  we  paid  them.  It  further  appears  that  the  sum  of  $1,293.30 
has  been  paid  by  the  firm  to  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co. 

Q.  That  is  upon  what  account  7 — A.  For  sundry  merchandise  furnished  by  A.  G.  Cattell 
^  Co.  to  D.  S.  Stetson ;  there  also  appears  the  further  sum  of  $101.81  paid  them  on  the  14th 
-August,  1875,  on  a  charter  of  a  schooner  from  Philadelphia  to  Portugal  on  a  cargo  of  grain. 
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I  [faiok  that  nas  embodied  in  two  coDir&cis,  one  for  dredgiog  and  filling  in.  uiil  tl 
for  paitiDg  in  foundatioiiB  for  whal  is  called  the  jvd  and  docks  buildiug.  Tlie  ai 
after  ih&t  was  the  contract  for  puilini;  in  fouaditioni  for  the  iroD-pUting  shop.  T 
was  for  the  steam-engiiieeriiiK  shop,  and  the  DBzt  was  for  the  contiauation  of  the  ti 
work.  The  next  was  for  fouudations  of  the  commuidaol's  oSice  buildings,  and  the  i 
of  the  siir^ron's  bnilding  from  the  old  jard  to  the  Davj-jard  at  Lrania  Island, 
removal  ot  other  biiildingH  ia  the  old  jard,  beinjc  the  eoginecr's  boilding  and  the 
heidqnarters.  1  think,  lo  bigber  -ground,  and  making  foundations  for  ihem. 

Q.  Have  jon  any  conlmuoiis  or  nuiniiig  contract  now  eiigting  between  your  compi 
the  Navy  Department  f — A.  No,  air;  except  for  the  foundalious  of  buildings;  "o 
contract  for  foundations  of  buildings,  furnishing  maletial,  driving  piles,  stones,  cuocie 
and  masonry;  those  conlracls  are  iootiuuons,  thai  is,  ibcy  ais  not  closed,  the  wo 
■topped  before  comptelinn. 

Q.  Still  jou  regard  them  as  eiisting  contracts  I— A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Speaking  in  round  numbers,  what  is  the  amount  of  your  contracts.  takiDfr  Iben 
attgregate  1— A.  1  sbou'ld  think  they  would  approiimale  ^o.UUU  lo  iS^io.Kt)  sitt 
Thej  have  not  been  continuoas.  Wohave  done  probably  from  ^^,IXK)  lo  SVU.UOO  a  a 
times,  and  then  again  we  have  not  done  any  work  for  several  niouths  id  succession. 

Q.  Has  your  company  paid  any  fees  or  commissions  lo  anybody  T — A.  No,  sir  ;  no 
the  early  part  of  out  work,  and  then  vre  did  nut  do  It  in  the  furiu  uf  a  lee  or  commissii 
was  voluntary, 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  pay  anything  f — A.  The  Srst  llial  we  paid  was  a  Toliintary 
bntioD  we  were  asked  for  by  Ur.  £.  G.  Cattell. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  paid  Mr.  Cattell  T— A.  I  think,  altogether,  in  the  neighl 
of  lr4,0U0  :  it  was  belneeu  94,000  and  (1,700. 

Q.  Slate  to  the  committee  how  you  happened  to  term  it  a  voluntary  contribntio 
We  were  the  only  parlies  engaged  in  that  peculiar  kind  of  work  in  this  part  of  ibe  ci 
and  were  the  only  onra  fitteafor  doing  that  work.  At  that  time  we  had  locomotive 
dredging  apparatus,  and  pile-driving  machinery.  Previous  to  that  we  had  not  hod  i 
quaintance  with  the  Caltella  :  we  only  kuew  of  them  as  neighbors,  who  lived  jnsl  ab 
We  never  had  any  bnsiuesa  connection  with  them  :  we  bid  fur  the  work  at  that  time. 
thought  that  Mr.  Ca  tie  11  had  more  or  less  influence  in  obtaining  it;  we  thought  [ 
that  we  might  require  bonds  or  sureties,  and  tliat  we  might  require  special  recotument 
WecoDsulted  Mr.K.Q.CattellinrefereDce  to  it  at  that  time.  Mr.  Cattell  was  ani 
bave  us  do  the  vioA,  as  we  were  a  Philadelphia  ctucern,  aud  had  been  in  the  habit  ol 
large  contracts,  say  lo  the  amount  ufSI5U,UU0  or  tiOu.UiiU.  from  various  corporatic 
we  had  ample  machinery  for  doing  so  ;  be  thought  we  were  the  best  fit'.ed  for 

Q.  Could  yon  not  rely  upon  the  merits  of  your  company  alone  with  the  Navy  Depi 
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gard  to  it  I  tboogbt  that  there  was  ffoin^  to  be  a  great  effort  made  on  the  part  of  others  to 
secure  that  work.  I  did  not  know  what  influence  they  might  bring  to  bear  to  secure  it,  and 
thought  possibly  that.  Mr.  Cattell  might  do  us  a  favor.  He  offered  to  do  it  gratuitously, 
making  no  charge  and  demanding  no  commission. 

Q.  What  Influence  did  jou  suppose  he  possessed  at  that  time  f — A.  I  thought  that  he 
might,  perhaps,  possess  some  influence  through  his  brother,  Senator  Cattell.    A.  G.  Cattell 
had  been  very  active  in  urging  the  adoption  of  League  Island  as  a  naval  station  previous 
'        to  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  paid  or  given  to  A.  Q.  Cattell  for  his  efforts  in  having  League^ 
Jsland  established  as  a  navy -yard  ? — A.  I  do  not, 

Q.  Did  you  contribute  any  money  for  that  purpose  7 — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  your  company  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  within  the  last  year  paid  to  Mr.  £.  0.  Cattell  a  sum  of  money  or  given 
l^im  a  note  of  your  company  for  a  sum  of  money? — A.  No,  sir.     I  think  possibly  a  year 
:o  or  more  I  borrowed  a  sum  of  money  from  Mr.  Cattell.    I  got  him  to  oiscount  a  note, 
'e  were  then  very  short  of  money.    I  think  that  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  year  ago. 
Q.  How  much  was  that  for  f — A.  It  was  not  a  very  large  amount ;  it  might  have  been  in 
0  neighborhood  of  $1,500.    I  don*t  think  it  was  more  than  that. 
<).  If  you  gave  a  $3,000  note,  what  was  that  for  T— A.  I  don't  remember. 
<j.  If  it  was  signed  by  you  as  the  treasurer  of  the  company,  what  was  it  given  for? — A. 
yfbs  signed  by  me,  as  treasurer,  I  recollect.    I  know  I  went  to  him ;   we  were  very  short 
money  ;  our  work  had  been  stopped.     I  got  some  money  from  him,  and  got  him  to  get  a 
>te  discounted  for  me,  which  I  paid. 
^.  Where  was  that  note  discounted  ? — A.  My  recollection  of  it  is  that  we  paid  that  note 
i^^     the  Corn  Exchange  Bank. 

<}.  Was  any  note  of  your  company  discounted  in  Washington  City  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know 
^  ^^  There  might  have  been  notes  of  our  company  discounted  in  Washington,  because  we 
^  ^^^  connections  there.     We  were  doing  work  there.     I  don't  remember  that  fact. 

^.  Is  any  one  connected  with  the  Navy  interested  as  a  member  of  vour  company  7 — A. 
^^  o,  sir. 

<}.  Mr.  Prindle,  who  was  formerly  civil  engineer  here,  is  now  in  your  employ,  is  he  not  7 

--A.  Yes,  sir. 

_  <).  Your  first  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  were  made  upon  estimates  made  by 
^^  en,  were  they  not  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  the  first  contract  we  had  in  the  Navy  Department  the 
^^ork  was  done  under  Mr.  Prindle's  supervision  and  direction,  but  not  by  estimates.  We 
^^^  an  engineer  at  that  time  named  A.  J.  Holroyd  who  made  our  estimates  for  us. 

^.  Have  you  paid  any  other  sums  of  money  to  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattail  than  those  named  7 — A. 
No,  sir. 

<).  Have  you  paid  anv  money  to  Mr.  Del.  Noblitt  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  hardly  have  a  speak- 
S  acouaintance  with  Mr.  Noblitt.  I  know  him  by  sight  and  that  is  all. 
<).  Have  you  paid  no  other  fees  or  commissions  in  connection  with  naval  contracts  to  any 
Persons  other  than  Mr.  E;  G.  Cattell  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  to  nobody  else.  When  we  first  took 
uold  of  that  work  it  required  an  outlay,  I  think,  in  the  neighborhood  of  $40,000.  We  had 
^o  build  tramways,  provide  railroad  iron,  locomotives,  &c.  For  the  first  year  or  so  our 
'^V'ork  was  very  unprofitable  to  us. 

O.  Is  your  company  interested  in  a  stone-quarry  near  Conshohocken  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
.     <J.  Have  you  no  interest  in  any  ether  company,  or  stock  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  we  are  interested 
^^  another  dredging  company  in  New  York  now,  but  we  have  not  been  till  within  a  year  or 

,^<2.  Who  compose  the  American  Dredging  Company  f — A.  It  is  an  incorporated  company. 
J^e  have,  I  should  think,  about  fifty  stockholders,  perhaps  more.     I  am  the  principal  stock- 
holder, and  have  been  since  about  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  company. 
,^  Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  stock  in  that  company  is  held  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  or  Mr. 
^-  G.  Cattell?— A.  By  neither  of  them. 

<2.  Or  by  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

^.  How  many  dredging-machines  have  you  sold  to  the  Navy  Department  f— A.  Four,  I 
^ink. 

Q.  You  say  the  first  was  sold  during  the  time  Mr.  Borie  was  Secretary  of  the  Navy  7 — A. 
**ti.ey  were  all  sold  together.   All  within  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

^.  State  if  when  first  sold  to  the  Navy  Department  there  t<ras  not  some  difficulty  as  to 
^«3L«ir  reception. — A.  No,  sir;  with  the  exception  of  one,  and  that  was  very  slight.  It  was  a 
^iQculty  that  was  overcome  in  a  couple  of  hours. 

^    ^.  State  whether  your  company  aid  not  receive  part  payment  for  them  before  they  had 
*^^"©n  inspected? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  according  to  our  contract. 

C^.  That  payment  was  made  to  Mr.  John  O.  Evans,  was  it  not  ? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  made 
^ii'«'t  to  us. 

^.  Was  John  O.  Evans  interested  in  the  sals  7— A.  He  was  at  that  time  interested  with 
^*  ?  interested  in  our  company.     He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  compauy  at,  lii^A.  \A\si^.   "^^ 
^a.s  interested  with  us  in  dredging  in  Washington. 

^.  Was  he  not  your  secnrity  under  the  proposition  that  you  Ti\a^©  to  \\v^  '!^»N'y  \>«^wt\.- 

■^ntJ—A,  I  don't  know  that  he  was  expressly,  but  he  was'm  owe  o?  \\i^  co\iUv\c\.'4. 
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Q.  For  and  oo  account  of  that,  did  70U  pay  to  anybody  any  fee  or  commission  T — ^A.  No, 
isir ;  none  whatever.  At  that  time  there  was  a  man  namea  Evans  who  was  a  kind  of  shyster 
■aronnd  here,  who  came  to  us  representing  himself  to  be  an  agent  oPthe  Navy  Department 
in  Washington.  He  wanted  to  buy  dredges  or  get  the  refusal  for  the  purchase  of  dredgine- 
machines.  I  did  not  know  him,  never  saw  him  before  and  did  not  know  who  he  was.  He 
represented  that  he  was  an  agent  and  had  authority  to  buy  dredging-machlnes.  He  came 
to  us  recommended  by  a  man  whom  we  did  know,  in  Philadelphia,  and  it  was  the  first  in- 
timation that  I  had  that  any  machines  were  wanted  b^  the  United  States  Oovemment  I 
learned  through  Mr.  John  O.  Evans,  who  was  at  that  time  a  correspondent  of  ours,  that  ma- 
chines were  wanted  for  the  Navv  Department.  I  afterward  learned  the  character  of  this 
other  man  Evans,  and  refused  to  nave  anything  to  do  with  him.  I  think  the  machines  were 
wanted  by  the  Navy  Department  in  the  Philadelphia  and  New  York  yards. 

Q.  Did  W.  B.  F.  Sanger,  chief  engineer,  make  a  certificate  in  your  favor  upon  which  you 
drew  the  first  sum  of  money  paid  to  you,  and  that  prior  to  the  regular  inspection  made  under 
the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f — A.  That  I  could  not  answer,  Decease  these  pay- 
ments were  made  to  us  from  Washington.  We  received  our  mone^  from  Washington,  and 
not  through  any  third  parties  that  I  know  of.  It  came  to  us  direct  from  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Sanger  made  such  a  certificate  ? — A.  I  remember  that  he 
did  not  so  far  as  I  know.  I  remember  that  Mr.  Sanger  was  one  of  a  board  to  make  inspec- 
tion and  pass  upon  our  machines.  I  don*t  know  whether  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  or 
not    I  never  saw  one  of  the  certificates. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  about  the  fact  that  your  proposal  was  not  the  lowest  bid  ? — A.  It 
was  the  lowest  responsible  bid.  There  was  a  lower  bid  than  ours  made  by  this  man  Evans, 
who  was  not  in  the  dredging  business,  but  who  was  an  irresponsible  man,  at  that  time 
bearing  a  verv  bad  character.  Ours  was  the  lowest  bid  of  any  responsible  manufacturer  of 
dreddng-macnines  at  that  time. 

Q.lDo  you  remember  that  Mr.  John  O.  Evans,  who  was  interested  with  you  in  a  dredging- 
machine,  went  before  the  head  of  the  bureau  or  his  chief  clerk  and  made  the  statement  whidi 
you  now  make,  that  the  other  Mr.  Evans  was  irresponsible  and  that  that  statement  was 
made  by  him  prior  to  the  awarding  of  the  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  so,  so  fu*  as  I 
know.  It  might  have  been  made  some  time  when  I  was  not  present,  but  I  was  present  on 
the  opening  of  the  bids  for  the  dredging-machines  and  my  recollection  now  is  that  Mr.  John 
O.  Evans  was  not  present  at  that  time. 

Q.  The  contract  was  not  awarded  on  the  day  the  bids  were  opened,  was  it  ? — ^A.  No,  fir. 

Q.  It  was  not  awarded  for  some  time  thereafter,  was  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  referred,  if 
my  recollection  is  correct  It  is  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  my  memory  is  not  clear  00  tiat 
subject    This  occurred  eight  or  nine  years  ag^,  I  think. 

Q.  When  it  was  referred  to  whom  was  it  referred,  if  you  remember  ?~A.  That  I  canoot 
answer. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  that  Mr.  John  O.  Evans  appeared  before 
these  referees  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  any  knowledge  that  he  did.  We  were  requested 
to  make  detailed  plans  and  specifications  of  our  machinery  and  furnish  them  for  the  De- 
partment, which  we  did. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  that  any  gifts,  presents,  or  rewards  of  anj 
description  have  been  made  KOm  parties  contracting  or  dealing  with  the  Departmeut,  to 
any  officer,  agent,  clerk,  or  employ^  thereof  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  So  far  as  we  are 
concerned  I  am  sure  there  has  not  been  any  such  thing. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  of  such  gifts,  presents,  or  rewards  made  to  the  members  of  the 
families  of  those  in  the  naval  service  ?— A.  I  know  of  no  such  thing. 

By  Mr.  BURLEiGU : 

Q.  Are  pitch-pine  piles  recognized  as  being  good  t — A.  Yes,  sir,  they  are.  They  are  next 
to  oak,  and  superior  to  oak  where  they  are  exposed  to  weather  in  this  locality. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  first  conversation  with  Mr.  Cattell  you  say  that  he  did  not  demand 
any  money  from  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  go  to  them  with  the  idea  of  securing  their  services  and  intimate  to 
them  that  you  would  be  glad  to  pay  them  for  assisting  you  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  we  had  do  ac- 
quaintance with  them  at  that  time. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  you  did  make  their  acquaintance  did  you  do  so?— A.  No, sir;  Pot 
at  all.  I  went  there  and  introduced  myself,  representing  the  company.  I  went  to  tliem, 
told  them  what  facilities  we  had,  what  machinery  we  had,  and  what  work  we  were  doing, 
where  we  were  doing  it,  and  what  means  we  bad  for  doing  that  work.  ,  I  claimed,  at 
that  time,  that  we  were  the  best  situated  for  doing  such  work  of  any  concern  in  the  ^^^.' 

Q.  You  put  it  solely  on  the  ground  of  your  being  from  Philadelphia  and  requested  btf 
assistance  on  that  account  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  also  as  being  neighbors,  I  think,  althoago  vre 
had  had  no  business  with  him  and  no  former  acquaintance. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  I  UDderstood  you  iViat  lYua  nvwi't.xwv^  QA.m'&Vc^  '^wiYflth  a  letter  of  recommendation  j— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Who  recomraeDded  him  to  you  ? — A.  A  timber-man  whom  we  had  been  dealinfi:  with 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  named  George  Stocking.  I  learned  afterward  thnt  Evans  had  been 
acting  as  his  agent,  doing  a  large  amount  of  business.  Evans  was  a  kind  of  small  naval 
contractor.    Stocking  belonged  in  Philadelphia 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pav  any  one,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  monev  except  as  you  have 
stated  ? — A.  I  never  did.  We  did  not  think  it  was  necessary.  Our  business  is  a  very  large 
one,  and  we- claim  to  do  our  work  at  as  low  a  price  as  anybody  in  the  country.  We  are 
bidding  for  Govemmeot  and  other  work  all  the  time.  We  did  our  work  as  low  as  anybody 
could  have  done  it,  and  therefore  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  pay  a  commis8ion,and, 
in  fact,  we  were  never  asked  for  a  commission. 


Philadelphia,  April  17, 1876. 
Stephen  Flanagan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  notice  on  the  books  of  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.  that  from  time  to  time  various  sums 
of  money  have  been  paid  to  your  firm,  alleged  to  have  been  upon  land  in  Washington  City. 
State  to  the  committee  what  connection  that  is  in,  and  to  what  extent  it  has  been  carried  on. 
— Answer.  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  has  an  interest  of  one-eighth  in  a  certain  piece  of  ground  which 
we  have  there,  amounting  in  the  neighborhood  of  40  acres,  situated  on  what  we  call  Capitol 
Hill.  It  commences  on  both  sides  of  the  Government  reservation  and  extends  east  It  ex- 
tends on  the  right-hand  side  as  you  go  down.  The  largest  portion  of  it  is  on  the  right  hand 
going  down  East  Capitol  street.  We  commenced  on  the  east  side  of  Eleventh  street.  We 
bad  but  a  little  on  the  west  side  of  Eleventh  street. 

Q.  His  interest  is  one-eighth  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  it  will  be  when  he  pays  the  principal.  He  has 
never  paid  the  principal. 

Q.  What  is  the  principal  Y — A.  $12,100.  He  pays  the  interest  on  it  regularly  every  six 
months.  The  taxes  and  the  expenses  for  improvement  he  pays  one-eighth  regularly,  as  those 
expenses  accrue. 

Q.  These  payments  are  made  by  whom  ? — A.  They  are  collected  from  his  office,  and  I 
think  generallv  by  the  checks  of  the  firm.  I  am  not  positive  about  that.  I  have  often  beeu 
there  to  talk  about  certain  improvements,  and  persons  offering  to  purchase,  and  his  brother 
Elijah  never  would  have  anything  to  say  about  it.  I  never  could  get  him  to  agree  to  any- 
thing or  say  anything  about  the  property.  He  said  Alexander  had  charge  or  that,  and  it 
was  his  business  and  not  his,  (Elijah's.)  I  do  not  believe  from  that  that  Elijah  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  There  has  never  been  any  deed  made  to  Mr.  Cattell  for  the  property. 
It  all  stands  in  my  name,  and  will  stand  in  that  way  until  he  pays  for  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  anybody  else  is  interested  with  A.  G.  Cattell  in 
that  purchase? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea  that  anybody  is  interested  but 
himself.  I  never  heard  it  mentioned  at  any  time.  He  never  has  said  anything  tome  that 
would  lead  me  to  suppose  that  anybody  was  interested  with  him. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  any  in- 
vestments in  conjuoction  with  either  of  the  Messrs.  Cattell  t — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  ot 
anything.    I  never  heard  of  anything  except  as  I  have  heard  statements  in  the  papers. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  has  a  one-eighth  interest  in  that  prop- 
erty ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  owns  the  other  seven-eighths  ? — A.  My  brother  and  myself  own  six-eighths,  and 
Mr.  Allen,  the  builder  in  Philadelphia,  who  is  owner  of  a  mill  and  manufacturer  of  mill- 
work  for  houses,  owns  one-eighth.  His  interest  is  paid  up.  We  purchased  it  ourselves. 
There  was  a  gentleman  also  named  Brown,  in  Wasnington,  of  whom  I  bought  the  interest 
in  order  to  buy  it  for  Mr.  Cattell.     Brown  has  now  failed. 

Q.  Was  that  S.  P.  Brown  1 — A.  I  do  not  know  his  name.  He  is  an  old  gentleman  who 
bas  gone  to  pieces  lately.  He  is  in  the  real-estate  business.  It  is  not  the  Mr.  Brown  who  is 
figuring  in  Washington  now,  however.  The  property  that  we  hold  for  Mr.  Cattell  we 
bought  ot  him.  We  bought  that,  and  agreed  to  carry  it  for  Mr.  Cattell  for  a  certain  length 
of  time.  The  time  has,  however,  expired  long  ago.  As  I  have  heretofore  said,  Mr.  Cattell 
pays  his  interest  on  it  regularly. 


Philadelphia,  AprU  19,  1876. 
A.  W.  Russell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  position  in  the  United  States  Navy  ?— Answer.  P^j-xtiv^^ik^N.'Qx. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  on  duty  in  the  position  T — A,  1  vraa  ot^we^  \.o  ivi^otX.  qw>^^ 
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1st  day  of  October,  1870,  as  purchasing  and  disbursing  paymaster,  and  was  relieved  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1873,  and  ordered  to  the  duty  of  inspector  of  provisions  and  clothing  at  the 
Philadelphia  navy-yard,  where  I  remained  until  the  15th  of  January,  1874,  when  I  was 
ordered  oack. 

Q.  While  on  duty  here,  you  were  what  is  generally  known  and  teroned  as  the  purchas- 
ing-paymaster f — A.  Purchasing  and  disbursing  paymaster. 

Q.  Has  any  person  who,  at  any  time,  was  a  contractor  with  the  Navy  Department,  or  who 
in  any  capacity  was  a  dealer  with  vou  as  an  agent  of  the  Navy  Department,  been  your 
bondsman  as  such  paymaster  7 — A.  rfo,  sir. 

Q.  Have  not  Mr.  Del.  Noblitt,  or  Mr.  John  Noblitt  been  on  your  bond  f — A.  No,  sir;  my 
bondsmen  are  residents  of  Washington,  and  have  been  on  my  bond,  renewing  and  sij^iiDi: 
the  new  bond  as  the  time  came  around.  I  have  generally  anticipated  the  renewal  of  the 
bond  without  a  call  from  the  Department,  and  would  have  done  so  in  the  last  case,  hat  mj 
going  to  Washington  was  postponed  for  some  cause,  and  I  did  not  arrive  there  until  di- 
rectly before  I  received  a  call.  I  went  down  and  got  my  old  bondsmen  tago  upon  my  bond, 
one  of  whom  is  my  father-in-law.  who  is  a  resident  of  Washington,  and  the  other  is  a  mer- 
chant of  Washington,  with  neither  of  whom  have  I  dealt  to  toe  amount  of  one  cent  for  the 
naval  service. 

Q.  State  if,  since  you  have  been  here,  Messrs.  Noblitt,  Brown  «&  Co.,  D.  &.  J.  Noblitt, 
and  Mr.  Dell  Noblitt  have  not  been  large  dealers  with  you  as  such  paymaster  ? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
they  have  furnished  a  good  deal  of  material.  The  drm  of  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &.  Co. 
has  been  the  firm  of  which  I  have  purchased  miscellaneous  and  general  requisitions.  If  I 
had  a  requisition  comprising  a  great  variety  of  articles,  some  of  them  not  usually  kept  in 
one  store,  but  which  nave  nad  to  be  hunted  up,  they  have  always  procured  them  at  the 
market  price  and  furnished  them.  They  generally  received  such  requisitions,  and  also 
others  in  which  the  number  of  articles  required  were  not  so  numerous.  Some  reqni^itioos 
comprise  a.number  of  very  small  articles  of  a  very  small  cost,  bat  which  are  necessary  to 
have.  It  takes  some  trouble  to  get  them  together.  Other  requioitions  would  comprise, 
perhaps,  one  item. 

Q.  State  in  what  consists  the  protection  of  the  Government  as  to  prices  of  articles  purchased 
by  a  purchasing-paymaster. — A.  The  carefulness  of  the  purchaser  in  seeing  that  the  Gov- 
ernment does  not  pay  more  than  the  market  values ;  that  he  gets  them  ^t  the  lowest  possible 
price. 

Q.  The  only  protection,  then,  is  in  his  integrity  7 — A.  His  integrity.  The  officer  also  who 
makes  the  requisition  makes  an  estimate.  He  makes  his  inquiries  and  sends  this  requisi- 
tion as  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost.  That  is  a  guide  to  the  purchasing-officer  to  see 
that  it  should  not  be  exceeded,  unless  there  is  no  answerable  reason  why  it  should  be.  His 
own  inquiries,  the  current  prices  as  reported  in  the  papers,  his  knowledge  of  the  cost  of 
articles  previous,  in  fact  his  education  in  the  business  of  purchasing,  all  aid  him,  to- 
•  gether  with  his  own  integrity,  in  making  such  purchases. 

Q.  Bv  law  or  by  custom  there  is  no  inspection  over  the  action  of  the  purchasiog-paj- 
master  by  any  other  tribunal  f — A.  There  is  an  inspection  of  the  article  at  the  yard,  sod  if 
I  were  inspector  at  the  yard,  and  an  article  was  sent  down  that  I  knew  was  beyond  tJie 
proper  cost,  I  should  certainly  reject  it  as  an  inspector,  as  being  too  high,  and  make  mj  r^ 
^  port  accordingly.    The  commandant  of  the  yard  would  then  examine  into  the  matter. 

Q.  There  is  no  board  to  inspect  property  when  it  is  returned  to  the  yard,  is  there  f— 
^  A.  O,  yes.    The  officer  midring  the  requisition  is  the   inspector,  and  he  has  to  certifj  thtt 

li  he  has  inspected  it,  and  that  it  is  a  proper  charge. 

Q.  Are  you  not  mistaken  as  to  that  T  The  officer  who  makes  the  requisition  for  agi^eo 
article  simply  determines  the  question  of  whether  the  Quantity  and  quality  is  such  u  be 
has  required.— A.  I  think  that  his  functions  go  beyond  that.  At  least  when  I  was  inspector 
I  certainly  looked  at  all  the  prices  when  articles  came  to  me,  to  see  that  they  were  not  ex- 
cessive.   If  I  saw  any  article  upon  which  the  charge  was  excessive,  I  took  action  upon  it. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the  fact  that  since  yon  have  be^n  here  qoestions 
have  arisen  as  to  the  fact  that  the  prices  paid  were  in  excess  of  the  estimates  7 — A  0,  7^- 
Several  instances  of  that  kind  occurred.  In  some  cases  it  was  because  there  was  an  ^^' 
proper  estimate  as  to  quantity.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  a  piece  of  iron  worked  ap, 
their  estimate  would  be  very  much  below  the  real  weight  when  the  iron  was  worked  np : 
that  would  make  the  cost  very  much  greater  than  the  estimate.  Whenever  my  stteotioa 
has  been  called  to  it,  I  have  always  given  an  explanation,  and  the  reason,  fully  and  at  l&f^* 
to  the  commandant,  if  desired,  and  to  the  bureau,  if  called  upon  so  to  do.  . 

Q.  Has  your  attention  been  attracted  to  the  fact  that  it  occurred  more  in  one  brancb  ot 
the  service,  that  is  to  say,  the  civil  engineer's,  construction,  and  steam-engineering,  than  in 
any  other  7 — A.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  difference  between  the  cost  sod  toe 
estimate,  I  think,  more  frequently  in  the  civil-engineering  department — the  Bureau  of  YftWJ 
and  Docks— than  in  any  other,  and  in  every  instance  I  have  made  the  explanation  whicfl  1 
thought  was  satisfactory.    If  it  was  not  satisfactory  I  did  nqt  know  it. 

Q.  Was  that  during  the  period  of  time  that  Mr.  Prindle  was  civil  engineer  7— A.  Yes,  «'• 

Q.  Were  the  mistakes,  so  to  call  them,  marked  and  frequent  during  the  time  that  be  bela 
that  position  ? — A.  No,  sir  •,  not  nw^  ^t^<\>3Lft\i\..  IVi^^^  e^  record  of  all  those  complaints,  i 
do  not  think  there  were  moT©  l\i«ku  «k  \i«>\\.  «k  ^QT^^tv. 
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Q.  From  whom,  prinzipallj,  have  you  made  your  purchases  since  you  have  been  purchas- 
ing-paymaster beref — A.  I  have  made  them  from  a  great  many  merchants  in  the  com- 
munity. Carpets  I  have  bought  from  carpst-men.  Miscellaneous  articles  and  fumUhing 
outfits  for  officers'  qaarters  I  have  bought  A'om  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &.  Co. ,  together  with 
some  hardware.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  I  bought  oil.  Coal 
I  have  obtained  from  coal-men.     Gas-fixtures  from  gas-men. 

Q.  Who  have  been  the  largest  dealers  with  you  ? — A.  I  think  that  I  have  paid  more  money, 
possibly,  to  coal-men  than  to  any  other  class. 

Q.  What  one  firm  among  the  coal-men  ? — A.  The  firm  that  sold  me  the  coal  at  the  lowest 
price.  I  have  bought  a  good  deal  from  the  Reading  Railroad  Company,  from  John  Street  &. 
Co.,  and  also  from  Mr.  Whittaker.  I  could  not  say  which  had  furnished  the  most :  ten  thou- 
sand tons,  perhaps,  would  be  furnished  by  one  man,  and  that  would  be  perhaps  more  than  I 
won  Id  order  from  another  man  if  I  gave  him  every  order  for  several  months. 

Q.  Within  the  last  two  years  have  not  the  principal  part  of  your  purchases  of  coal  been 
made  from  Mr.  Street  ? — A.  I  think  probably  they  have  been,  as  compared  with  any  one  other 
here,  but  I  do  not  think  I  have  bought  of  Mr.  Street  more  than  I  have  from  all  others.  I 
think  about  two  years  ago  the  Reading  Railroad  Company  was  the  successful  bidder. 

Q.  Assuming  that,  within  the  period  of  time  in  which  you  have  been  purchasing-paymaster 
at  this  place,  you  have  from  the  Messrs.  Noblitt,  Brown  &,  Co.  and  Del  Noblitt  purchased 
five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  cf  materials,  can  you  name  any  other  firm  ont- 
side  of  coal-dealers  of  whom  you  purchased  so  much  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  that  is,  assuming  that 
to  be  the  fact,  although  I  do  not  think  I  have  reached  that  amount. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  you  have  purchased  of  them  to  that  extent  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you,  to  the  extent  that  you  have  purchased  from  them,  excluding  coal-dealers, 
purchased  the  same  amount  from  any  one  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  these  parties  ? — A.  My  relations  are  friendly  ;  nothing 
more. 

Q.  Have  they  not  at  any  time  extended  to  you  any  accommodations  of  any  description  or 
character  ?— A.  I  have  borrowed  money  from  them,  but  I  have  given  collateral  when  I  have 
done  so.  I  have  borrowed  money  from  a  bank  here  in  the  same  way.  It  was  no  accommo- 
dation that  I  would  not  have  obtained  from  a  bank  as  readily. 

Q.  Was  no  other  accommodation  extended  by  them  to  you? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  in  the  way 
of  the  loan  of  money  except  such  as  I  could  have  obtained  from  a  bank  very  readily. 

Q.  How  as  to  accommodation  of  any  other  description  ?  Have  you  had  any  from  them  f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  ever  made  any  discount  to  you  upon  the  purchases  that  you  have  made  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  observe  in  their  books  that  your  accounts  with  them  are  unsettled  f — A.  There  is  an 
account  of  some  little  furniture  that  I  received  from  them  which  remains  unsettled,  but  they 
have  not  rendered  me  a  bill  I  did  not  think  that  it  was  any  very  great  hardship  to  let  it 
stand  a  little  while.  It  will  certainly  be  paid.  It  was  some  little  furniture  that  I  got  from 
them  when  I  changed  my  residence  here. 

Q.  I  find  at  one  time  charged  in  their  cash  account  the  sum  of  $150,  paid  to  you.  This 
appears  to  be  on  July  22,  1872.  Have  you  anv  recollection  of  that  f — A.  On  the  22d  day 
of  July,  1672,  I  borrowed  $150  from  Mr.  Del  Noblitt.  Possibly  it  may  be  charged  there. 
That  I  have  paid  and  have  a  receipt  for. 

Q.  I  do  not  find  it  marked  here  paid. — A.  I  got  it  from  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
who  is  the  president  of  a  bank.  Every  item  of  cash  loaned  me  by  any  member  of  the  firm 
has  been  returned  and  paid  by  me. 

Q.  I  find  under  date  of  December  24,  1874,  an  item  charged  expense  account,  **  A.  W. 
R.,  $50."  Have  yon  any  recollection  of  that  transaction  ? — A.  I  have  never  had  a  cent  from 
them  except  as  a  loan,  and  all  the  loans  I  have  paid  them.  The  only  account  that  the  firm 
has  agamst  me  legitimately,  is  the  account  for  articles  that  I  have  purchased  for  my  own 
use  in  my  house.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  their  books. 

Q.  I  find,  again,  under  date  of  December  21,  1674,  expense  account,  "  A.  W.  R.,  $233.- 
85."— A.  That  I  paid  in  cash  to  Mr.  Del  Noblitt. 

Q.  It  appears  from  the  face  of  the  books  to  be  charged  to  expense  account.— A.  I  do  not 
know  anytning  about  their  books ;  I  received  the  money  and  returned  it  I  recollect  those 
amounts  very  distinctly. 

Q.  I  find,  again,  during  the  last  year,  February  19,  187.5,  a  similar  entry,  expense  ac- 
count, **  A.  W.  R.,  $22.80."  Is  that  another  loan  ? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  getting  a 
loan  of  $22.80.  I  do  not  understand  that.  I  have  no  recollection  of  an  amount  of  that  kind, 
noless  it  is  something  that  I  ordered  from  them  that  they  may  have  had  to  purchase  for 
one. 

Q.  The  last  entry  that  I  called  your  attention  to  appears  to  be  in  the  cash-book,  upon  the 
debit  side  of  it .  *'  Sale  made  to  the  United  Btates  Navy  Department."  On  the  opposite  or 
credit  side  of  cash  is  the  item  that  I  read  to  you.  Expense  account,  *•  A.  W.  R.,  $22.80." — 
A.  I  do  not  understand  it  at  all.  There  are  nothing  of  my  personal  matters  that  have  any 
connection  at  all  with  the  United  States  or  with  United  States  moneys.  WVv«A.  1  Vcv^v^ 
^ad  from  them  for  myself  I  have  either  paid  myself  or  wU\  pay  my%ft\^.  \X\%\Ti\iQ  >n\^^  ^^^- 
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nected  with  the  GoverDmeutor  with  my  official  duties  or  business  anj  mure  than  if  thejbad 
been  entire  strangers  whom  I  had  never  dealt  with. 

Q.  Do  YOU  happen  to  know  upon  whose  recommendation  you  were  re-instated  in  the  posi- 
tion which  70U  nold  at  the  present  time  ? — A.  All  I  know  of  that  is  that  I  was  at  the  navj* 
yard  as  inspector  of  provisions  and  clothing.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster-Gen- 
eral inquirmg  how  I  should  like  to  return  to  my  old  duties.  I  replied  that  I  should  like  to 
be  returned  with  the  tenure  of  office  I  had  reason  to  expect  at  the  yard  as  inspector  of  pro- 
visions and  clothing,  but  that  having  leased  a  house  for  three  years,  and  educating  six  chil- 
dren, it  was  necessary  for  me  to  look  ahead  ;  that  I  should  feel  it  was  another  manifestation 
of  approval  at  the  Department  of  my  administration  of  duty,  and  I  was  certainly  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Department.  That  was  the  first  intimation  that  I  had  of  it.  The  next  was  my 
order ;  it  was  not  of  my  seeking. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  discontent  or  had  you  been  informed  of  any  dissatisfaction  with 
the  way  and  manner  in  which  your  immediate  predecessor,  Mr.  Fulton,  was  conducting  the 
office  ? — A.  No,  sir.  On  the  contrary,  I  always  heard  him  spoken  of  very  highly  by  Uiose 
gentlemen  and  by  others. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  he  was  distasteful  to  the  parties  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  theretofore  of  supplying  the  Government  or  filling  requisitions  at  this  point?— 
A.  I  know  positively  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  complaint  had  been  made  against  his  actions  by  any  onef 
— ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  any  were  made,  and  I  really  do  not  believe  there  were.  I  heard 
nothing  of  it.  The  reason  I  can  speak  so  positively  in  regard  to  this  is,  that  Mr.  Fulton  wu 
a  very  old  and  intimate  friend  of  mine,  one  with  whom  I  presume  I  have  been  more  intimate 
than  any  other  member  of  my  corps,  and  his  reason  for  applying  to  leave  the  office  he  made 
known  to  me  confidentially. 

Q.  In  Virtue  of  your  position  as  paymaster  at  this  point,  do  you  know  about  the  directions 
given  in  relation  to  drawing  upon  an  appropriation  made  for  a  different  purpose  than  the  one 
named  in  the  requisition  T  For  instance,  take  the  case  in  1873,  when  you  were  drawinff 
pretty  largely,  no  doubt,  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  Government,  owing  to  the  Virginias 
excitement,  and  these  requisitions  were  directed  to  be  made  out  of  the  appropriations  made 
for  the  eight  sloops  of  war,  although  the  articles  named  in  the  requisition  were  for  the  or- 
dinary business  of  the  Department. — A.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Q.  In  virtue  of  yonr  position,  do  you  know  whether  such  action  as  that  has  occurred,  in 
fact,  or  not  f — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  know  that  we  only  draw  upon  the  triplicate  bills  as 
we  have  them,  and  the  Department  either  sends  me  the  money  or  they  wait  for  their  ovm 
convenience  to  send  it.  What  particular  appropriation  it  comes  out  of  I  cannot  tell,  except 
as  entered  on  the  Auditor's  notice  to  me.  I  draw  according  to  the  bill  from  the  appropris- 
tion  to  which  the  bill  is  chargeable. 

Q.  I  had  supposed,  that  being  the  fact  as  you  have  stated  it,  that  getting  that  notice  or 
seeing  it,  you  would  understand  whether  there  had  been  any  transfer  of  appropriations  in 
the  service.— A.  No,  sir ;  the  transfers  of  the  appropriations  I  do  not  understand.  Thej  ire 
done,  if  at  all,  in  Washington,  and  not  here. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  has  been  done  or  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  ssf. 
There  have  been  one  or  two  instances  where  bills  were  decided  to  be  chargeable  in  a  bnreaa 
against  one  appropriation  when  they  were  made  out  against  another,  but  that  was  a  matter 
of  decision,  and  something  that  I  did  not  criticise.  Some  items  of  expense  would,  possiblj, 
be  chargeable  to  *' provisions ''  that  had  been  charged  against  '*  small-stores,^*  for  instance, 
which  is  *'pay."  8ome  of  these  things  have  been  altered.  The  Bureau  of  Medicine  might 
make  a  bill  to  "contingent  medicine  and  surgery,"  '* yards  and  docks,"  to  **coniinjfent 
yards  and  docks,"  but  nothing  of  that  kind  has  come  under  my  cognizance. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  never  approve  and  date  bills  ahead  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  For  instance,  if  bills  were  not  paid  at  the  latter  end  of  a  fiscal  year,  were  they  not  pnt 
over  until  the  first  of  another  fiscal  year  f — A.  There  have  been  some  bills  made  oat  against 
one  fiscal  year  that  were  afterward  withdrawn  and  bills  for  the  next  fiscal  year  put  in  their 
«tead,  approved  in  like  manner,  and  the  other  bills  returned  to  be  canceled. 

Q.  In  what  month  were  the  original  bills  made  out  f  —  A.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  Some  two  or  three  months  before  the  year  expired  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  more  1 — A.  I  think  in  the  early  half  of  the  year. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  remember  what  year  that  was  f— A.  Those  bills,  I  think,  were  made  out  about 
a  year  ago.  , . 

Q.  Can  you  by  reference  to  your  books  identify  them  T — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  very  carerai 
about  those  things.    If  I  return  a  bill  I  return  it  with  a  letter  of  inclosure,  and  by  th^ 
letters  inclosing  bills  I  can  refer  to  the  bills  returned. 
Q.  Do  you  know  now  whether  there  are  bills  approved  which  have  been  filed  with  you 
//  and  your  drafts  remain  unhonored  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;   there  are  sjme  bills  that  I  h*^* '^ 

cei ved  the  triplicate  ot\  and  1  dt«kW  duwr.lX'j  \ivQ\i  x^wtw'wi^  ^  \xv5lvcate ;  that  is,  either  m  on 
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or  two  days.  I  generally  draw  about  twice  a  week  if  I  have  bills.  I  have  drawn  for  some 
bills.  The  duplicates  are  with  the  parties,  or  they  have  perhaps  had  them  in  some  of  the 
banks. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  committee  to  what  extent  that  exists  no^  at  this  office,  as  a  fact  7 — A. 
I  could  not  tell  the  amount,  and  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  bills.  There  is  a  bill  of 
Wood,  Dialog^ue  &,  Co.,  or  perhaps  two  of  their  bills.  There  is  also  one  bill  of  Nathaniel 
McKay.  I  have  made  requisitions  for  the  money,  and  have  not  received  the  return.  Such 
as  come  under  the  engineer  bureau  are  always  approved  by  the  chief  engineer.  Some  other 
bills,  in  some  of  the  bureaus,  are  made  and  approved  by  the  commandant.  I  think  these 
have  been  approved  at  Washington. 

Q.  McKay  8  bill  has  been  approved,  and  also  Dialogue's  has  been  approved,  at  Washing- 
ton ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.     Where  it  has  required  the  bureau's  approval,  it  is  on  it. 

Q.  Usually,  when  you  get  the  bills  approved  in  Washington  you  feel  justiBed  in  draw- 
ing for  the  money  t — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  because  the  bill  comes  right  under  the  eye  of  the  officer 
who  directs  the  money  to  be  sent. 

Q.  Did  you  draw  for  the  money  on  these  bills  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  draft  has  not  been  honored  f — A.  I  have  not  received  the  money. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  substantial  reason  why  you  should  not  have  received  the  money  on 
these  bills  after  they  have  been  approved  by  the  Department  at  Washington  ?-^A.  No,  sir  ; 
I  do  not.  The  bureau  is  sometimes  prompt  and  sometimes  they  think  that  I  draw  too  fre- 
quently. I  received  a  letter  from  Admiral  Rodgers  on  one  occasion  stating  that  I  drew  too 
frequently.  I  drew  twice  a  week.  I  told  him  in  conversation  afterward  that  I  had  received 
the  letter,  but  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  draw  when  I  received  the  bills  and  the  money  was 
due. 

Q.  Is  it  usual  for  the  Department  at  Washington  to  approve  bills  that  you  send  them  unless 
they  are  ready  to  pay  the  money  7 — A.  The  bureaus  in  Washington  will  have  bills  made  out 
when  they  see  fit,  and  approve  them  after  the  presentation  of  the  bill.  They  furnish  them 
direct  to  the  person  whom  they  have  contracts  with.  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it  until 
he  brings  me  the  triplet  bill  to  draw  for  the  money. 

Q.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  consider  the  approval  of  a  bill  at  the  Department  at  Washington 
prima-faete  evidence  that  the  Department  has  obligated  itself  to  pay  the  face  of  that  bill  f — A. 
On  the  presentation  of  that  bill  to  me  I  think  I  would  understand,  or  judge,  that  the  bureau 
was  prepared,  unless  they  had  given  some  direction  to  the  contractor  not  to  present  it  until 
a  certain  time,  to  receive  my  requisition  for  the  money. 

Q.  That  is,  they  acknowledge  that  sum  due  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  bound  their  bureau  or  the  Government  to  pay  that  sum  7 — A.  The  Govern- 
ment is  certainly  bound,  I  think.  To  express  to  you  exactly  what  I  think  is  the  obligation 
of  the  bureau  in  the  matter,  if  an  officer  of  a  bank  came  in  and  asked  me  as  to  the  value 
of  certain  of  these  bills,  I  would  tell  him  that  they  were  of  unquestionable  value  for  the 
face  of  them ;  I  would  pronounce  at  once  that  they  were  as  good  security  as  could  possibly 
be  procured. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  a  bill  in  favor  of  Cramp  &  Sons  now  due  f — A.  I 
could  not  state  positively  without  reference  to  my  books,  but  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  bill 
of  theirs. 

Q.  Bashor  &  Co.  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  their  names  in  my  book. 

Q.  George  Savage  7 — A.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  him. 

Q.  Gaskell  &,  Son  7 — A.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  bills  of  theirs  pending. 

Q.  Do  you  have  anything  to  do  with  S.  P.  Brown  or  A.  P.  Brown  7 — A.  Nothing  except 
such  bills  as  the  bureau  have  sent  me  for  payment.  I  have  paid  two  bills  of  theirs.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  are  any  due  on  my  books. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Does  A.  G.  Cattell  &,  Co.  bave  any  dealings  directly  with  the  Government  7 — A.  I 
buy  some  flour  and  feed  from  them  occasionally.  That  is  the  extent.  We  do  not  use  much 
flour. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  bought  of  them  in  the  last  two  years  ? — A.  We  buy  some  every 
year,  more  or  less.  Sometimes  tifty,  or  sixty,  or  a  hundred  barrels  of  flour  if  we  want  to  bake 
a  lot  of  ship-bread. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  that  much  every  year,  do  you  thin^  ? — A.  We  buy  some  every  year. 
But  now  there  is  very  little  bought  here.  We  have  no  vessels  to  supply  except  the  receiv- 
ing-shipand  the  tugs. 

Q.  what  period  of  time  would  that  cover  7— A.  Since  1870. 

Q.  You  have  bought  a  hundred  barrels  a  year  of  them  f — A.  I  would  not  say  positively 
as  to  the  amount.  I  do  not  think  it  would  average  more  than  two  hundred  barrels  a  year 
a' nee  1870. 

Q.  Do  yon  purchase  any  grain  from  them  ? — A.  Nothing  but  feed  for  the  cattle  and 
liorses  at  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  that  regularly  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  only  wilhm  l\\ft  W\.xtw,\^\\^>XJw*^. 
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I  have  been  buying  any  from  them.  The  old  contractor  who  contracted  with  the  Barean 
of  Yards  and  Docks  for  furnishing  them  I  thought  (when  I  had  to  buy  on  open  purchase) 
was  keeping  up  a  little  too  much  in  price,  and  I  inquired  of  them  what  they  would  far* 
nish  for.  They  gave  me  a  price  without  any  knowledge  of  what  the  other  man  was  charging. 
The  price  was  in  favor  of  the  t>overnment,  and  I  gave  them  an  order  for  it.  That  amounts 
to  from  $40  to  $50  or  $60,  at  a  purchase. 

Q.  l>o  you  remember  when  you  la^t  shipped  coal  to  California  f — A.  I  ehipped  last  sum- 
mer to  California,  to  Pichiliqu,  to  Honolulu,  to  San  Francisco,  and  to  Sitka.  I  think  that 
that  shipment  was  probably  made  in  August  to  those  ports.    It  was  in  July  or  Ao^st. 

Q.  What  was  the  rate  per  ton? — A.  The  cargo  of  the  Philadelphia  and  the  Hamilton,  I 
think,  was  $11.65.  The  City  of  Philadelphia  was  a  new  ship,  built  in  Maj,  and  this  was 
her  fiist  cargo. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  chartpr  that  ship  ? — A.  From  the  lowest  bidder,  D.  S.  Stetson  & 
Co.  The  Sitka  ship  was  chartered  from  Workman  &  Co.  The  Honolulu  ship  was  char* 
tered  prior  to  the  charter  of  these  other  vessels.    That  was  the  Gatherer. 

Q.  Were  not  the  char'ers  for  carrying  that  coal  advertised  in  the  papers  f — A.  I  have 
here  an  advertisement  fjr  the  coal  I  spoke  of  with  the  exception  of  the  Honolulu  coal. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  was  carried  by  Stetson,  was  it?~A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  Washington  when  there 
was  a  cessation  of  work  at  the  mines.  Commodore  Shufeldt  asked  me  verbally  when  I 
returned  to  Philadelphia  to  inquire  the  freight  to  Honolulu.  I  made  inquiries,  and  sent 
him  on  the  offers  of  Workman  &,  Co.  and  D.  S.  Stetson.  In  reply,  after  a  short  lapse  of 
time,  I  received  directions  from  him  to  charter  the  Gatherer,  which  was  offered  at  $12  to  San 
Francisco,  as  I  recollect  it,  and  $14  to  Honolulu,  which  was  then  a  low  rate. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  I  notice  that  the  date  of  this  advertisement  was  the  19th  June.  What  date  was  it 
inserted  ?  Not  until  the  next  day,  was  it  ? — A.  In  some  of  the  morning  papers  it  would 
not  appear  until  the  next  day.  In  the  afternoon  papers  it  appeared  that  same  day.  I  gen- 
erally try  if  there  is  sufficient  time  to  have  the  atteruoon  papers  publish  one  and  the  mom* 
ing  papers  publish  the  other,  so  as  to  alternate. 

Q.  Those  proposals  got  into  the  paper  on  the  20th,  and  you  gave  them  to  the  23d  to  hand 
in  proposals.  Why  was  this  haste  in  time  ? — A.  Those  advertisements,  I  think,  were  in- 
serted on  the  19th. 

Q.  The  same  day  they  were  written ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  nearly  elways  I  send  tiiem  imme- 
diately to  the  office  and  get  a  slip  like  this  returned  to  me  from  the  office. 

Q.  They  would  not  get  in  the  New  Y'ork  papers  until  the  21st? — A.  We  did  not  adver- 
tise in  New  York. 

Q.  I  know  that  you  did  not,  but  you  say  that  you  got  a  Maine  ship  on  a  proposal  that 
could  not  have  got  into  the  New  York  papers  before  the  21st? — A.  The  ship  was  sent  around 
from  Maine  here. 

Q.  But  she  was  already  here.  That  was  not  competition ;  that  advertisement  could  not 
have  been  entered  in  a  New  York  paper  before  the  21st,  and  the  proposals  must  be  handed 
in  by  the  23d  7 — A.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Department  to  advertise  three  times. 

Q.  You  are  not  instructed  in  regard  to  the  length  of  time  you  shall  give  to  hand  in  pro- 
posals? They  do  not  confine  you  to  three  or  two  days  ? — A.  No,  sir;  that  would  make  lour 
aays  inclusive. 

Q.  If  a  man  was  on  the  spot  and  knew  what  you  were  doing  that  would  be  all  right,  but  it 
did  not  give  a  man  in  Maine  a  chance  to  get  in  a  bid,  did  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  went  so 
far  as  Maine.  The  ship  was  a  Maine  ship.  I  do  not  think  she  had  arrived  here,  but  one  of 
her  owners  was  here. 

Q.'  Why  is  it  necessary  to  confine  the  time  down  to  one  or  two  days  in  a  cargo  like  that, 
which  must  be  six  months  before  it  is  delivered  ? — A.  The  great  desirabilitj  of  getting 
these  offers  as  soon  as  possible  was  the  speedy  shipment  of  the  coal,  and  taking  advantafe 
of  the  first  productions  from  the  mines.  There  was  no  intent  to  keep  out  f.uy  competition. 

Q.  That  does  not  give  the  ship-owners  a  fair  chance,  does  it  ? — A.  It  gives  the  numeroos 
merchants  here  a  chance. 

Q.  Does  it  outside  of  Philadelphia  ?— A.  I  have  had  bids  from  New  York  a  number  of 
times  upon  advertisements.  When  I  get  these  slips  I  perhaps  get  two  dozen  of  them,  and, 
besides  the  advertisement,  I  send  these  around  to  people  whom  I  know  have  the  ability  to 
supply. 

Q.  Does  not  the  law  for  advertising  contemplate  two  weeks*  notice  ? — A.  I  am  instmcted 
by  the  Department  to  advertise  three  times.  I  cannot  advertise  without  the  direct  anthoritv 
from  the  Secretary,  and  when  I  apply  to  him  for  the  authority  to  advertise  he  replies  with 
that  authority,  and  designates  the  papers,  saying  three  times. 

Mr.  BiTRLEiGH.  I  mean  to  say  that  this  is  one  of  the  abuses  of  the  Department  in  advei^ 
tising.  They  do  not  give  notice  to  people  to  compete  except  to  thoee  wno  have  the  article 
advertised  for  on  the  spot,  and  there  can  be  very  little  competition  in  such  cases  as  that. 

The  Witness.  OatsVdQ  o{?h\V«bd«lp\i\^vt  does  not  give  ouuiders  a  chance,  I  do  not  think 
myself. 
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Q.  That  advertisement  is  for  Philadelphia,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Certainly,  that  is  the  way  I 
reprarded  it;  as  an  advertisement  to  the  Philadelphia  shippers  here  for  the  lowest  rate  of 
freij^ht  they  could  afford. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  is  right,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  coal  is  all  shipped  from  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  the  ship-owners  are  scattered  all  over  the  country  ? — A.  I  certainly  should 
not  disregard,  or  wish  to  disregard,  any  proposal  from  any  other  section. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  give  them  time  to  put  their  proposals  in  ? — A.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  did 
not  give  sufficient  time,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  ever  occurred  to  me  to  go  so  far  away  for 
the  vessels.    Shipping  it  from  here,  I  looked  here  for  the  vessels. 

Q.  And  in  this  very  instance  you  took  a  new  Maine  ship  ?— A.  Yes,  sir :  but  she  was  con- 
signed  here  to  certain  parties,  and  was  partly  owned  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  By  whom  was  she  partly  owned  f — A.  A  gentleman  whom  I  happened  to  fiud  out 
afterward,  and  not  until  after  she  was  chartered,  lived  next  door  to  me.  He  hud  lately 
moved  there.    His  name  was  Philip  Fitzpatrick. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Stetson  own  any  interest  in  her? — A.  No,  sir^  I  think  he  was  simply  the 
agent  for  the  owners.    The  captain  told  me  he  had  an  interest  in  her. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  an  idea  that  that  ship  came  here  from  Maine  without  a  knowledge  of  what 
she  was  going  to  do  f — A.  I  know  it,  sir.  I  had  no  knowledge  myself,  and  she  could  not 
have  known. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Secretary,  according  to  your  interpretation  of  his 
order,  limits  you  in  the  mode  and  manner  of  your  advertisements  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  to  the 
number  of  times  and  the  number  of  papers. 

Q.  Your  instruction  appears  to  be  to  advertise  three  times  daily  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  had 
been  the  custom  in  the  office ;  three  times  daily,  using  both  afternoon  and  morning  papers. 

Q.  Did  it  occur  to  you  that  it  might  have  been  and  was  the  intention  of  the  law  that  the 
advertisement  should  be  made  one  time  weekly  for  three  weeks  7 — A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  was  any  such  provision  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you  that  that  was  to  give  publicity  to  your  advertisement  ? — A.  It 
was  to  give  publicity  for  three  advertisements,  and  for  me  as  quickly  as  possible  to  perform 
the  duty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  bidders  for  articles  to  be  furnished  the  Gov- 
ernment f — A.  There  is  a  combination  affecting  everybody  here  in  regard  to  coal.  The  Read- 
ing Company  controls  the  coal-wharves.  They  combine  with  the  operators  for  a  certain 
price  and  issue  a  monthly  schedule  giving  the  price.  I  cannot  get  a  bid  from  the  Reading 
a  fraction  below  their  schedule  rates.  They  keep  strictly  bound  to  it.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
other  combination.  I  have  managed  to  get  in  under  that  combination,  and  bought  coal  at 
a  less  price  than  anvbody.  The  Keading  has  tried  to  find  out  what  price  I  bought  it  for, 
but  I  declined  to  tell  them.  They  said  tnat  they  wanted  to  go  for  the  individual  who  did 
not  keep  faith  in  the  combination. 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  such  combinations  were  made  after  advertisements 
for  coal  were  made  by  the  Government  7 — A.  No, sir;  this  was  a  combination  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  miners  and  the  Reading  Company  road,  without  reference  at  all  to  the  Gov- 
ernment.   It  is  the  general  coal  trade  here. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Who  ^ets  the  most  of  your  carrying  trade  of  coal?— A.  D.  S.  Stetson  &  Co.  have  had 
the  most  of  It. 

Q.  Do  they  not  carry  three-fourths  of  it  t— A.  Very  possibly  they  do.  They  have  always 
furnished  first-class  vessels.    We  have  never  lost  a  pound  by  them. 

Q.  For  how  many  years  have  they  had  that  supremacy  f — A.  I  cannot  tell  that.  Long 
before  I  came  here. 

Q<  Have  they  peculiar  facilities  for  carrying  coal  over  other  merchants  or  other  ships  ? — 
A.  They  are  very  prompt  in  getting  vessels. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  in  accepting  their  bids  ? — A.  I  consider  promptness  in  furnish- 
ing transportation  ;  not  as  entitling  them,  however,  to  any  preference  over  anybody  else 
who  may  bid  lower.  The  lowest  biader  always  gets  the  bid  if  there  is  competition.  If  they 
wanted  to  ship  immediately  and  without  delay  a  certain  quantity  of  coal  to  a  certain  point, 
I  would  with  all  haste  go  to  Stetson  and  ask  him  if  he  could  not  give  me  a  veMel,  get  his 
rate,  and  make  the  engagement  with  him,  and  get  the  vessel  quickest.  J  would  go  to  him  to 
get  that  done  because  I  could  rely  upon  him  in  an  emergency. 

Q.  Does  that  emergency  often  occur  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  very  often.  It  has  occurred  in 
some  cases.  ' 

Q.  Since  when  t    In  the  last  five  years  7 — A.  0,  yea. 


240 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


Q.  Aud  that  accounts  for  bis  fi:ettiDg  the  larger  proportion  of  the  coal  trade,  does  it  ?~A. 
No,  sir.  The  reason  for  his  getting  the  larger  proportion  is  becaose  be  is  in  most  cases  the 
lowest  bidder,  and  has  furnished  fiist-class  vessels,  and  we  have  never  bad  one  pound  ot 
coal  miscarried  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Yon  saj  that  is  no  consideration  if  he  is  not  the  lowest  bidder  ? — A.  I  say  that  is  not 
what  would  control  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  is  the  inspector  of  provision  and  clothing  f— A.  Paymaster  Arthur  Burtis. 


A.  W.  Russell  recalled  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  April  21^  IcTG. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  whether  your  books  will  show  the  amount  of  material  sold,  the  proceeds 
of  which  have  passed  into  the  Treasury. — Answer.  They  will  not.  That  is  only  shown  by 
the  books  of  the  paymaster  of  the  navy-yard.  The  money  received  for  material  sold  at  the 
yard  is  paid  to  the  paymaster,  and  deposited  by  him  in  the  Treasury. 

Q.  Who  is  that  paymaster  ? — A.  Henry  M.  Deniston.  He  is  now  stationed  at  the  yard. 
He  was  stationed  there  some  time  in  September  last. 

Referring  to  bills  which  I  have  drawn  for  up  to  the  1st  of  April,  and  for  which  I  have  not 
received  remittances  from  Washington,  I  present  the  following: 

**  Memorandum  of  date  and  amounts  of  requisitions  made  on  the  various  bureaus,  of  tchich  »o 

notice  of  approval  by  them  has  been  received. 


Date. 


Bureau. 


Amount. 


1875. 

Nov'r    17 

DecT      4 

8 

17 


1876. 
Jan'y    29 

Feb'y  1 
8 

18 
March     4 

14 


Constrnction  and  Repair 

Construction  and  Repair *. 

Construction  and  Repair 

Provisions  and  Clothing 

Construction  and  Repair 

Provisions  and  Clothing 


N.  hospital  fund,  (merchandise) 

Provisions  and  Clothing 

Construction  and  Repair 

N.  hospital  fund,  (merchandise) 

Provisions  and  Clothing 

Construction  and  Repair 

Provisions  and  Clothing 


14,273  60 

3.675  00 
20,197  00 

574  00 
1,225  00 

2. 676  00 

2,384  28 

2. 738  40 

24,800  00 

152  89 

570  00 

1,433  02 

253  69 


**  Navy  Pay -Office, 

''Philadelphia,  ApHl  20,  1876." 

I  have  also  a  list  of  bills  which  were  drawn  for  in  the  [last  fiscal  year,  and  new  bills  sub — 
stituted  therefor  payable  in  the  present  year,  as  follows : 

''Memorandum  of  the  date  of  exchange  of  bills,  unththe  name,  appropriation,  and  amount. 


Date. 


Name. 


Appropriation. 


1875. 
July  15 


31 
August     1 1 

13 
September  4 


W.  Cramp  &  Sons,  S.  &  E.  B.  Co. 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

Del  Noblitt,  jr 

W.  Cramp  &  Sons,  S.  &  E.  B.  Co. 

J.  F.  Eaverson 

do do 


Amount. 


Construction  and  Repair. 

do 

Steam-machinery 


do. 


Construction  and  Repair. 

Steam-m  chinery 

Construaion  and  Repair. 
......  do. .--•••"••....  ... 

do 


I 


9, 450 
10,800 
10,000 

5,850 
21,600 

9,251 
10,800 

1, 470  43 

1,273  Oi 


55 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  note  among  the  items  Id  the  lant  memorandnm  which  you  furuished  to  the  commit- 
tee, a  bill  in  favor  of  Del  Noblitt,  for  oliye-oil,  or  oil  of  some  other  character  ? — A.  It  is  a  bill 
for  yellow  oil,  not  olive-oil. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  purchase  by  the  Department  of  a  large  quantity  of 
olive-oil  from  Noblitt,  or  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &  Co.,  or  D.  &  J.  Noblitt  f — A.  Some  time 
in  the  year  1872  there  was  a  requisition  made  for  some  oil.  I  made  inquiries,  I  think,  iu 
Washington,  as  to  advertising.  The  bureau  did  not  approve  the  requisition,  saying  that 
there  was  some  fresh,  pure  Lisbon  olive-oil  which  had  been  shipped  into  New  York  that  they 
desired  to  obtain.  I  presumed,  of  course,  that  was  owing  to  the  superiority  of  the  olive-oil, 
as  it  is  considered  generally  by  engineers  to  be  superior  and  cheaper.  Subsequently  there 
was  a  requisition  made  for  1,000  gallons  of  sperm-oil  and  1^000  gallons  of  pure  Lisbon  olive- 
oil,  which  I  obtained  the  authoritv  of  the  Department  to  advertise  for.  Mr.  Noblitt  was  the 
successful  bidder,  at  |].80  per  gallon  for  the  sperm-oil,  and  $1.60  per  gallon  for  the  olive-oil, 
and  he  furnished  that  oil.  The  bureau,  then,  on  different  occasions  bought  olive-oil  for 
Philadelphia,  and  for  New  York,  deliverable  in  these  places,  and  paid  the  same  rate,  that 
is,  SI. 60  and  $l.5d  ;  and  at  one  time,  I  think,  they  obtained  it  for  0il.42,  without  advertise- 
ment. 

Q.  A  very  large  quantity  of  the  olive-oil  was  purchased  from  Mr.  Noblitt,  was  it  not  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  various  times. 

Q.  Was  not  that  under  the  orders  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  whether  that  oil  was  brought  from  Portugal  on  board 
United  States  vessels? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  at  all  about  it.  I  don't  even  know  that 
it  was  olive-oil.  I  cannot  know  the  cargo  of  vessels  or  where  they  obtain  their  cargoes. 
The  inspector,  who  was  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Navy,  examines  it,  and  tests  it  by  regu- 
lar tests  and  passes  it.  I  simply  purchase  the  material.  I  don't  know  how  this  oil  came 
over,  nor  do  I  know  how  it  was  delivered  at  the  various  stations. 

Q.  Nor  do  you  pretend  to  know  by  what  arrangement  it  was  bought  by  the  bureau? — 
A.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  knowledge  upon  that  point.  I  supposed,  of  courae,  it  was  because 
we  wanted  the  supplies. 

Q.  Immediately  after,  the  bill  for  1,000  gallons  of  olive-oil  was  made,  under  the  ad- 
vertisement, as  you  have  stated,  state  whether  a  much  larger  quantity  was  not  purcha.sed. 
— A.  I  think  8,000  gallons  was  purchased  at  one  time.  I  don't  think  that  any  purchase 
exceeded  5,000  gallons.     I  don't  think  that  any  order  covered  more  than  that  quantity. 

Q.  Was  not  that  order  followed  pretty  rapidly  by  others  ? — A.  It  ran  along  for  a  num- 
ber of  months.  I  suppose  there  must  have  been  different  importations  of  it.  It  was  re- 
quired to  be  pure  Lisbon  olive-oil.  I  saw  some  samples  of  it  iu  bottle;),  and  those  bottles 
were  evidently  imported.     I  did  not,  however,  see  the  bottles  come  out  of  the  packages. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  whether  olive-oil  is  good  machine-oil. — A.  Engineers  have  told  me  that  it  was 
the  best.  They  have  stated  to  me  that  it  was  superior  to  sperm-oil.  Sperm-oil  is  very  much 
higher  priced. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Have  I  understood  you  to  say  heretofore,  in  conversation,  that  you  bought  most  of 
your  coal  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  Company  ?— A.  We  buy  from  them  when 
they  are  the  lowest  bidders.  For  a  considerable  period,  the  gentleman  who  is  now  the 
treasurer  of  the  company,  and  then  held  that  position,  had  the  disposition  of  the  coal,  and 
he  gave  to  the  United  States  the  preference.  They  are  nearly  always  the  lowest  bidders. 
He  made  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  United  States  iu  his  combinations.  They  generally 
obtained  a  drawback  of  20  or  30  per  cent.  He  told  his  other  customers  that  the  United 
States  was  an  exception,  and  took  the  law  in  his  own  hands.  Under  the  present  arran^re- 
ment  of  the  new  superintendent  he  cannot  go  below  his  schedule  price.  The  president,  Mr. 
Cowan,  holds  all  parties  strictly  to  the  schedule  prices. 

Q.  State  fully  as  to  that  drawback. — A.  It  is  made  to  people  who  have  the  wharves  and 
piers  at  Richmond,  and  who  make  contracts  with  them  for  large  quantities  of  coal  during 
the  year.  When  there  was  a  drawback  for  the  shipments  from  Port  Richmond  to  various  parts 
of  the  world,  I  always  obtained  that  drawback  from  the  Reading  Railroad  Company,  and 

fot  the  net  prices.  I  would  require  them  all,  and  bid  the  net  price  after  deducting  the  draw- 
ack.  There  was  a  certain  drawback  allowed  for  shipments  south  of  Norfolk,  and  a  certain 
<^rawback  allowed  for  shipments  north  or  east.  I  don't  remember  now  the  exact  latitude, 
hint  whatever  drawback  was  allowed  to  anybody  else,  I  got  it  off  when  the  net  prii*.e  was 
sundered. 

Q.  Was  it  taken  from  the  bid? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  taken  from  the  price  before  the  bid. 
The  bid  was  at  the  net  price. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  drawback  usually  ? — A.  It  was  15  or  20  cents  a  ton. 

Q.  On  what  amount? — A.  On  any  shipment  bejound  a  certain  limit,  which  limit  I  cannot 
xiow  remember  exactly. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  large  drawback  if  a  man  took  tweuty-ftv©  ox  ^^ly  iVwx^wi^  \.q\i*  WX 
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DOQgrDt  iu,<juu  iohb  or  com  lo-aay,  me  nwaing  naiiroBQ  uompuij  wowa  not  pr 
one  cent  below  their  acbeiJnle  prices. 

Q.  Is  that  compftii;  sn  eicrption  to  ali  otbera  T — A.  It  it  the  controtliog  compui 

Q.  Bui  do  not  ihe  other  uimpBnies  miibe  their  schedules  with  the  BeuIiDg  Compi 
1  do  not  know  anything  about  other  companies.  I  know  that  the  Baading  Comp 
Irols  all  the  wharves  at  Port  Richmond. 

Q.  It  looks  reasonable  that  the  other  companies  should  not  have  a  higher  piic 
diculari  than  that  compaoy  T — A.  I  am  not  cumpeleul  to  arg-ne  that  qnealion.    I 
stale  the  facts  lu  my  knowledge. 
B;  Mr.  Burleiqh  : 

Q.  Do  ;oD  not  understand  that  those  coal  companies  pve  a  commiBslon  lo  brol 
IDE  from  ihem  )— A.  I  do  not  know  thst.    I  never  had  an^  dealings  with  brokers. 
advertise  for  the  miners  aod  regular  dealers  Id  coal. 
By  Mr.  JoSEs  : 

Q.  How  mncb  at  a  time  do  your  adveriisements  call  for  f— A.  I  think  the  \Mgt 
lisemeDt  we  ever  bad  for  coal  wasforT.UUd  Ions.  I  furnished  to  thecoininitiee,asi 
to  a  question  propounded  lo  me  in  my  previous  eiaininaiion  in  relation  to  the  con 
Iwecu  esiimsles  and  prices  ibereafier  paid,  ihe  following  correspondence : 

"  PniLADELPniA,  OctokrSi 

"  SIR:  I  rfspefirully  HcknnwMee  your  letter  of  the  Slst  instant,  inclosing  a  ■ 
letter  from  the  bilreaa  of  Yards  aod  Diicks  of  the  tiHb  inslaot,  in  relation  to  the 
ancy  existing  between  the  estimated  cost  of  arlicles  on  Leaeue  Island,  retiniaitioi 
and  Pbiladelpbia  navy-yard,  re<|uisitiODs  Kos.22  aod  'i3.  and  the  prices  at  which 
charged  on  Ibe  bills  for  the  same,  and  directing  me  to  furnish  the  commandanl  wil 
planation  thereof,  nhich  I  have  the  honor  to  do  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Reqnisilion  No.  41,  League  Island,  is  for  '  six  linear  feet  No.  16galraniied  iron 
hood,  as  directed.  at(15U=E!(.'  The  drawings  required  Ibe  hood  to  be  cut  iron,  ( 
paltems  had  to  be  made,  castings  and  the  whole  delivered  at  League  Island  ani 
gether  as  ihe  eitension  of  Ihe  smoke-stack  of  the  wharf-engine  :  and  demnrriug  i 
price.  I  was  informed  that  the  actual  cost  of  the  labor  and  material  left  but  a  meai 
of  (4.  frooi  which  the  cost  of  delivery  had  to  be  deducted, 

-' Eequisition  No.  33.  Philadelphia  navy-vard.  (be  eell male  for  1,000  feet  first 
white-pine  boards  at  (40,  is  but  two-thirds  of  the  lowest  market-valne :  in  makiog 
chase,  I  pressed  the  dealer  down  from  t&'i,  Ihe  market  price.  Ioi60.  The  eslimaM  ol 
below  Ihe  rate  for  second  common ;  the  low  market-rate  being  for  first  common  IS 
common  ii'i  to  (46,  and  third  common  (39  lb  $35,  depending  npOD  the  aelcction, 
from  knols.&c.  The  requisition  was  for  1,000  leel  of  first  common, and  l,(NX>fisei 
common,  and  both  were  purchased  at  the  lowest  markel-rates  for  the  quality  fumi 
and  $30,  respec lively. 

"  Requisition  No.  -.f:).  I'he  hoop-iron  estimated  for  was  galvanised,  and  I  am  assi 
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**  Commandant's  Office,  United  States  Navy-Yard. 

*' PhUadeJphia,  October  2\,  1874. 

'*  Sir  :  You  will  please  furnish  me  with  snch  explanation  in  reply  to  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Bureaa  of  Yards  and  Docks,  datea  October  19, 1874,  as  you  may  deem  ne- 
cessary, and  such  as  will  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  bureau  intelligently  upon  the  subject  con- 
tained in  its  communication.  I  have  called  upon  the  civil  engineer  to  explain  to  me  in  ref- 
erence to  the  estimates  given  for  the  articles  required  on  requisitions  alluded  to. 
•*  Respectfully, 

"  GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

*'  Commodortf  Commandant. 
"  Pay-Inspector  A.  W.  Russell,  U  8.  N., 

"  No.  427  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia.'' 

**  Bureau  op  Yards  and  Docks, 
''Navy  Department,  (Vaahington, D,  C,  October  19,  1674. 

'*  Sir  :  The  bureau  begs  to  call  vou  attention  to  the  great  discrepancy  existing  between 
the  estimated  cost  of  articles  hereafter  mentioned  in  League  Island  req^uisition.  No.  41,  and 
Philadelphia  navy-yard  requisition,  Nos.  2*2,  23,  and  the  bills  rendered  tor  the  same,  by  Pay- 
Inspector  A.  W.  Russell,  and  approved  by  the  proper  authority. 

*' In  League  Island  requisition  No.  41  :  Six  linear  feet  galvanized  iron  pipe,  <&c.,  are 
estimated  to  cost  $1.50  per  foot,  or  |9 ;  cost  as  per  bill  rendered,  |7.66  per  foot,  or  |46. 

*'  In  Philadelphia  requisition  No.  23 :  150  pounds  hoop-iron  are  estimated  to  cost  8  cents, 
$12;  cost  as  ner  bill  $16.72;  3  papers  tinned  iron  rivets,  estimated  cost  $1.50;  cost  as  per 
bill  $3.75  ;  200  barrel-staves,  estimated  cost  $9 ;  cost  as  per  bill  $20. 

'*  In  Philadelphia  requisition  No.  22 :  1,000  feet  white-pine  boards  are  estimated  to  cost 
$40  ;  cost  as  per  bill  $uO. 

**  Now,  either  the  person  making  the  estimates  must  be  exceedingly  careless  or  ignorant 
of  the  market-prices  of  the  commc^ities  required,  or  the  articles  were  not  purchased  at  the 
lowest  market-prices.  In  either  case  the  bureau  is  much  embarrassed,  for  what  has  occurred 
in  small  requisitions  may  also  occur  in  those  involving  large  amounts  of  money,  and  if  the 
bureau  can  place  no  dependence  upon  the  estimates  submitted  to  it,  it  can  never  rely  upon 
the  financial  showing  of  balances  remaining  in  the  Treasury  to  its  credit,  with  the  sums  sup- 
posed to  be  due  on  approved  requisitions  deducted  therefrom. 

**  The  bureau  has,  therefore,  to  request  that  before  sending  in  estimates  of  the  prices  of 
articles  required,  the  actual  prices  in  a  fair  market  shall  be  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the 
bureau  as  estimates,  that  it  mav  be  able  to  form  some  judgment  as  to  the  amount  required 
to  settle  its  outstandine  indebteaness.  The  bills  referred  to  are  herewith  returned  for  such 
explanation  as  it  may  be  possible  to  give. 

**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'*J.  C.HOWELL, 

"  Chief  of  Bureau. 

**  Commodore  G.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

*"  Commandant  Naval  Station,  Philadelphia.'^ 


Philadelphia,  April]9,  1876. 
Edward  Hall  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Answer.  I  am  chief  clerk  to  Paymaster  Russell 
in  the  Navy  Pay-Office. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  with  Mr,  Russell  ? — A.  Since  he  has  been  appointed  to  this 
position.     I  came  with  him  when  he  took  charge  here. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  paymaster's  clerk  ? — A.  That  was  my  first  appointment  as 
such. 

Q.  By  whom  were  vou  appointed? — A.  Paymaster  Russell. 

Q.  Are  you  indebted  to  him  solely  for  your  appointment  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  rule  in  your  office  in  regard  to  contracts  generally  ?  Are  the  purchases 
made  after  ^advertising,  or  on  open  purchases  t — A.  We  make  them  in  both  ways.  A  con- 
tract is  generally  made  oy  advertisement.  It  is  generally  advertised  from  three  to  five  days, 
according  to  the  merchandise,  and  sometimes  ten  days.  I  suppose  five  days  is  about  the 
time. 

Q.  Do  you  never  get  down  to  three  days  7— A.  I  think  we  have  in  some  instances  when 
there  has  been  an  emergency. 

Q.  Such  as  what  T— A.  Coal.    I  do  not  call  to  mind  anything  else  but  coal. 

Q.  Where  would  the  coal  or  merchandise  be  shipped  in  such  a  case  ? — A.  It  would  be  to 
go  abroad. 


e  Pacific  coast  open  purcliases,  or  by  conlraci !— A.  I 

Q,  Do  jou  ship  none  liy  opeu  purcliaaes  f— i.  I  Chink  not. 

Q,  Did  yoo  never  send  arouui  privnie  cireuUra  to  cerisio  persons — privaieo«i 
■hlp-maston,  or  ship-brokera  f— i.  Ves.gir. 

Q.  FoT  shipment  of  coal  to  CalifbrniB  1 — A.  I  do  not  tbink  anjthiai;  of  Ihit  kiod 
at  lo  CalifoTDia.     My  impresBion  je  ihai  ibat  is  donn  by  advenisemeut  oti  leu  dtji' 

Q.  Do  jou  not  think  a  departure  from  that  ritie  would  be  an  act  of  justice  to  ib 
ownort  or  the  couuirj  i — A.  I  think  we  could  make  a  private  iaquiij  that  nouMbi 
lu  economicaLto  the  Govt-rnm-'nt  as  to  even  advertise. 

Q.  Do  you  think  tbat  a  private  bargain  would  be  as  sure  to  be  in  favor  of  (he  G 
rnenl  as  open  competition  t — A.  I  ibink  so,  the  uaj-  the  busioeea  of  our  ol£ce  ia  com 

Q.  Bj  whom  do  you  e^oerallj  ship  from  here  i — A.  Tbe  most  of  the  sbipmeu' 
been  made  tbrounh  I).  S.  Stetson  &  Co. 

Q.  That  is,  the  most  iti  qiianljtv  !— A.  Y^s.  air. 

Q,  Is  more  tbau  half  shipped  trum  here  by  bim  ? — A.  Yes.  sir;  I  should  think  10 

Q.  Three-fourihs !— A.  les,  sir;  I  should  think  three -four  tlis.  The  bulk  of  it  hi 
ibipped  by  him. 

Q.  What  peculiar  advsntaees  does  be  Lave  in  being  able  to  bid  loner  Iban  olhenl 
do  not  knovv  that.  He  always  seems  lo  have  the  ships,  and  bis  orices  ftre  alwavi  ki' 
bids  lower.  He  has  the  reputation  of  having  a  f^ood  maay  vessels  at  hi*  command, 
own  knowledge  I  do  not  know  auytbing  about  it.  He  is  an  old  lesident  here,  whom 
known  a  good  miuj  years  as  beinf;  an  old  sbip-bioker. 

Q.  Does  he  ever  grant  any  favors  to  the  paymaster  or  any  other  person  to  JD 
knowledge  interested  in  sbippiag  coal'^A.  Not  lo  my  knowledfje. 

Q.  If  he  ciid  would  you  probably  know  it  T— A.  I  do  not  know  thnt  I  would. 

Q.  He  might  grant  favors  and  yon  not  know  it  ? — A.  Yes,  air.  , 

Q.  Did  be  ever  grant  any  Eavors  to  you  in  any  direction  t — A.  Ko,  sir.  When  I  M] 
live  in  the  same  villRge  with  biui.   I  have  the  neighborly  favonof  a  village,  which  u 

Q.  When  you  have  notice  that  a  shipment  is  to  be  made  is  he  not  very  apt  to  im 
pretty  early  t — A.  No,  air  :  no  sooner  than  anvbody  else.  There  is  no  eapeciil  aclioi 
to  ret  him  any  information.  If  1  should  meet  him  on  tbe  rood  borne  I  anould  uy  u 
"  Captain,  we  have  an  order  for  some  coal :  it  has  got  lo  be  advertiaed." 

Q.  Do  you  livein  his  house !— A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Has  be  nothing  to  do  with  the  house ^OD  live  in! — A.  No,  sir :  nothing  whater< 

Q.  Has  he  nothing  to  do  with  your  renting  that  house  T — A.  Nothing  wk^tevtr. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  offering  inducements  to  infiuence  the  shipping  ofcosli 
log  ioformation  that  would  put  them  on  the  inside  track  f — A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  Did  A.  G.  Cattell  ever  do  any  business  through  your  office  T — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did  send  private  circulars  out  in  sone  cases' 
.  mean  inauiriea.     It  naa  not  a  private  circular  to  one  uerson :  it  was  to  itnuniber 
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Q.  His  passinir  on  the  coal  is  merely  by  obserriDg^  it  and  not  coDsamiog  it  ?— A.  He  is 
an  engineer  of  the  Navy  and  a  man  who  is  supposed  to  know  all  about  the  burning  qual- 
ities of  coal. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  bis  observation  is  merely  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  coal  f — 
X.  His  judgment  upon  it  certainly  is  as  he  sees  it. 

Q.  Is  the  price  of  the  coal  goTemed  by  its  known  quality  in  the  market  ? — A.  The 
price  of  the  coal  here  is  goTemea  by  the  schedule  issued  by  the  Philadelphia  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  the  principal  producers. 

Q.  I  understand  there  is  from  25  to  75  cents  difference  per  ton  in  the  price  of  anthracite 
coal  in  the  Philadelphia  market  ? — A.  In  ooint  of  quality  I  have  no  doubt  there  is. 

Q.  What  does  the  Government  buy  ;  aoes  it  buy  the  cheap  coal  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  buys 
the  Yery  best  quality  of  coal. 

Q.  Then,  what  is  the  object  of  your  sending  out  circulars  for  proposals  from  these  par- 
ties who  control  mines  of  a  poor  quality  of  coal  f — A.  Sometimes  it  will  make  a  difference 
of  5  or  10  cents  a  ton.  Some  dealers  will  be  satisfied  with  5  cents  less  profit.  The  Gov- 
enmeDt  gets  the  advantage  of  a  few  cents  over  the  price. 

Q.  When  the  same  coal  will  sell  in  the  market  for  75  cents  more  a  ton  because  it  has 
a  superior  reputation  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  won't  sell  in  the  market  at  their  actual  relative 
differeDce. 

Q.  Do  they  not  sell  in  the  market  at  that  difference  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  all  sell  accord- 
ing to  the  circular  or  schedule  price  issued  by  the  Reading  Railroad  Company. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  the  Philadelphia  market  to*day  there  is  75  cents  differ- 
ence in  the  price  of  different  anthracite  coal  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference,  according  to  your  knowledge  ?— A.  The  difference  is  simply 
in  the  size.  The  difference  in  price  is  the  difference  in  size  and  the  difference  in  the 
preparation. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  in  regard  to  the  difference  in  prices  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  every  mine  that  8ends  coal  here  to  Philadelphia  pro- 
doceg  the  same  quality  if  it  is  of  the  same  size  1 — A.  It  is  so  rated  by  the  railroad  company, 
although  I  do  not  think  it  is  of  the  same  quality.  I  think  there  is  a  great  difference  in 
the  price. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  the  people  generally  acknowledge  it  and  pay  the  difference? 
I  mean  the  consumers. — A.  Individual  consumers  would  do  it.    I  would  do  it. 

Q.  And  consumers  of  large  amounts  would  do  it  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  presume  fumacemen 
^ould  do  it. 

Q  What  is  the  object  of  sending  proposals  to  mines  that  have  a  different  quality  of  coal 
and  asking  them  to  bid  for  so  many  tons  of  coal  at  the  same  price  ? — A.  It  is  in-order  that 
the  Government  may  have  the  coal  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 

Q.  THen  every  time  they  will  get  the  lowest  quality  of  coal  ? — A.  That  is  a  matter  only 
^itb  the  inspector  appointed  by  the  Department  and  not  with  us  at  all.  We  are  governed 
by  his  certificate  of  inspection. 

Q.  What  coal  do  you  mostly  ship? — A.  I  thiuk  it  is  shipped  from  various  mines.  • 

Q.  From  what  mine  do  you  mostly  ship  ' — A.  We  buy  it  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Read- 
injr  and  of  John  Street  &  Co. 

Q.  But  a  fumaceman  or  a  consumer  would  want  coal  from  a  particular  mine,  would  he 
notf— A.  Yes.  sir  ;  for  this  reason,  that  I  might  have  men  who  would  know  how  to  use  a 
certain  kind  of  coal  and  another  kind  they  could  not  use. 

Q.  Regardless  of  that, you  know  one  coal  is  very  superior  to  another? — A.  There  is  a 
great  difference  in  it  and  a  great  difference  in  the  quality. 

Q.  From  what  mine  is  the  most  of  the  coal  purchaj^ed  on  account  of  the  Government  ? — 
A.  That  I  cannot  answer  you.  It  never  comes  uuder  our  notice  as  to  the  mine  it  comes 
from. 

Q.  All  you  look  at  is  the  price  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  price  ;  the  inspector  jndjres  of  the 
quality. 

Q.  Who  is  the  inspector  ? — A.  Chief  Eneineer  Robert  Potts. 

Q.  Is  he  chief  engineer  of  the  department  at  Philadelphia  ' — A.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  chief 
enpneer  in  the  Navy. 

Q.  Where  is  he  located  ? — A.  He  is  connected  with  our  office  a««  inspector  of  coal. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  here  ? — A.  Only  a  short  time.  I  thiuk  only  since  February. 
Tdere  has  not  been  much  coal  purchased  since  he  has  l)een  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  has  been  more  or  less  complaint  of  the  coal  used 
in  the  Navy  ? — A.  There  has  been  very  little  complaint.  We  had  a  complaint  not  a  great 
^hile  ago  and  with  one  other  case.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  occurring  for  a  long  time. 
Kot  since  the  coal  haa  been  purchased  under  the  present  system. 

Q.  I  should  judge  from  what  you  have  said  if  you  had  the  purchasing  of  the  coal,  know- 
ing the  qualities  of  coals  in  certain  mines,  that  if  it  was  left  with  you,  you  could  make 
Jnore  advantageous  purchases  for  the  Government  than  the  paymaster  and  inspector  does  ? 
7-A.  It  is  not  fair  to  say  that.  The  inspector  is  the  one  who  knows  the  kind  of  coal  thai 
is  required  for  steam  purposes.  I  simply  know  the  kind  of  coa\  xbat  I'WBkiiX  vq  M^ft  ^\.  tk^ 
house. 
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By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  anderstand  jou  that  the  inspector  is  the  judge  of  the  coal  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  advertise  for  anthracite  coal  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  jon  say  to  this  committee  that  yon  know  that  certain  coals  are  worth  75  cents 
a  ton  more  than  certain  other  coals  from  certain  other  mines  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  I  am  satisfied 
of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  the  parchaaine-paymaster  of  this  place  or  your  inspector  can  judge 
of  that  coal  until  it  is  used  ? — A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  yon  advertise  and  there  is  a  schedule  price  made  by  the  Reading  Rail- 
road Company  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  buy  of  the  lowest  bidder  ?—  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  the  inspector  of  the  Government,  who  is  an  engineer  sent  here,  can 
tell  the  quality  of  that  coal  by  inspecting  it  f  Do  you  claim  to  say  that  he  can  tell  whether 
it  is  economy  for  the  Government  to  buy  a  certain  coal  without  knowing  the  mine  it  comes 
from  and  without  having  a  knowledge  of  its  use? — A.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  can  see 
whether  it  has  slate  in  it.  He  can  see  whether  the  coal  is  hard,  and  if  he  gets  it  free  of 
slate  and  gets  hard  coal,  it  is  all  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Then  why  do  you  say  that  certain  coal  from  one  certain  mine  is  worth  75  cents  a  ton 
more  than  it  i^  from  another  ? — A.  Simply  because  it  is  better  prepared.    * 

Q.  You  claim,  if  it  is  clean  and  the  slate  is  picked  out,  the  coal  from  one  mine  is  just  u 
good  as  another,  do  you  ?--A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  office  ? — A.  Over  five  years. 

Q.  What  amount  of'^open  purchases  have  you  made  in  your  office  since  that  time  f— A  I 
could  not  form  on  opinion  as  to  that ;  they  are  not  regular  at  all.  I  suppose  that  the  par- 
chases  would  run,  probably,  about  20,000  tons  a  year  altogether.  I  think  the  bulk  ot  the 
purchases  have  been  made  by  advertisement. 

Q.  Has  the  material  that  is  furnished  to  the  yard  for  the  different  bureaus  been  supplied 
by  open  purchase  or  contracts  ? — A.  Both  ways. 

Q.  Which  the  most? — A.  The  annual  letting  is  made  at  the  bureau,  and  the  balance  is 
principally  with  us  open  purchase. 

Q.  Do  you  make  them  mostly  from  a  few  individuals,  or  do  you  give  everybody » 
chance  ? — A.  We  make  them  of  a  number  of  individuals  ;  we  generally  inquire  around  of 
four  or  fi  ve  persons . 

Q.  Are  not  the  most  of  your  purchases  made  from  two  or  three  parties  in  this  city  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  do  you  purchase  from  those  two  or  three  people  ?~A.  They  sell  lower  than  the 
rest. 

Q.  Do  you  give  the  rest  a  chance  to  sell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  way  ? — A.  By  sending  out  an  inquiry  as  to  what  they  will  furnish  certain 
goods  for. 

Q.  If  you  send,  don*t  you  get  a  reply  of  this  kind,  that  it  is  not  of  any  use  for  them  to 
make  an  offer  because  they  never  get  a  chance  ? — A.  We  do  occasionally. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  understanding  with  some  of  the  merchants,  and  the  general  complaint, 
that  it  is  useless  for  them  to  make  an  offer  f — A.  I  have  heard  such  complaints  made. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  to  this  committee  why  two  or  three  men  supply  this  office  with  all 
the  open  purchases  in  regard  to  furnishing  all  sorts  of  material  to  the  different  bureaus  of 
the  yard  t — A.  I  cannot,  except  to  say  that  they  urnish  it  as  low  or  lower  than  anybody 
else. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Cannot  you  explain  it  by  saying  that  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  speaks  a  good  word  in  these 

Seople's  favor  to  the  paymaster  ?— A.  Well,  I  don't  know  that ;  if  anything  of  that  kind  was 
one,  I  never  witnessed  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  ?— A.  I  think  it  is  a  very  natural  thing. 

Q.  Do  not  you  think  that  is  the  secret  of  the  whole  thing  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  a  very  nat- 
ural thing  for  one  gentleman  to  say  to  another,  "  If  you  want  such  and  such  a  thing,  so  and 
so  will  do  right  with  you."    I  do  it,  we  all  do  it. 

Q.  And  you  think  it  is  very  natural,  knowing  Mr.  Cattell  as  well  as  you  do,  that  he  should 
say  it  of  some  of  the  people  of  whom  you  buy  f — A.  I  think  he  would  say  to  Paymaster 
Russell,  something  of  this  sort :  *'  If  you  want  such  and  such  a  thing  you  can  get  it  oi 
such  a  man  ;  he  is  a  gentleman  and  will  treat  you  right." 

Q.  Paymaster  Russell  would  inquire  ofhim?— A.  He  probably  would. 

Q.  He  would  be  guided  by  his  advice,  would  he  f — A.  I  think  we  are  all  guided  by  the 
advice  of  friends  in  whom  we  have  confidence. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Would  not  he  be  mote  Uk^ly  ^^^  ^^T  ^^  anybody  whom  Mr.  Cattell  requested  him  ^ 
bay  from  than  from  an  o\\ta\Aw  WX.  \  ao\ioV\i^\\^^^N>CkW\.\\x,C«Lttell  ever  requested  him- 
Q.  Did  you  ever  suspect  lVkal^Vx.C8AX^\\\i«i^^^N\\sx^«^%Vv^>^'fe\xa^^ 

ia  yovLT  office  ? — A.  1  never  d\d. 


PHILADELPHIA   NAVY-YARD.  247 

Q.  Yoa  think  be  is  above  tbat  kind  of  business? — A.  I  do, sir  ;  I  have  known  him  for 
thirty  years ;  I  consider  A.  G.  Cattell  one  of  the  6nest  men  I  ever  met. 

Q.  How  is  it  about  E. G.  Cattell? — A.  I  don't  know  so  much  about  him. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  that  E.  G.  Cattell  has  been  interested  in  the  open  purchases  made 
by  these  few  individuals  ? — A.  Very  possibly  I  haVe  had  that  intimated  to  me. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  name  anybody. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  known  any  instance  in  which  commissions  have  been  allowed  to  the 
paymaster  or  his  clerk,  or  anybody  connected  with  him,  in  the  purchases  madef — A.  No» 
sir;  never. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  accommodation  by  loans  or  g^ifts  or  presents  ? — A.  I  have  bad 
matters  presented  to  me. 

Q.  By  parties  who  were  dealing^  with  the  purchasins^-paymaster  f — A.  Yes  ;  I  think  last 
Christmas,  or  in  the  holiday  season  at  any  rate,  Captain  Stetson  sent  me  a  box  of  cigars. 
I  think -one  day  last  year  Senator  Cattell  sent  me  a  sheepshead ;  he  sent  one  to  my 
neighbor. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  received  presents  of  more  value  than  you  have  named  ? — A.  No,  sir; 
tbey  have  been  things  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Have  any  been  made  to  Mr.  Russell  that  you  know  of  ? — k.  Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Or  to  any  other  person  connected  with  the  office  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  atly  other  person  connected  with  the  naval  service  who  has  received 
presents  or  gifts  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.,Do  you  know  of  any  such  presents  or  gifts  being  made  to  the  members  of  families  of 
persons  connected  with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  at  all ;  nothing  of  that  kind 
ever  occurred  about  our  office  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Or  with  anybody  connected  with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  of 
^jthing  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Neither  constructors,  engineers,  or  mechanics  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  heard  of 
anything  of  that  nature ;  I  never  in  my  business  experience  came  across  such  a  gentleman  as 
Paymaster  Russell  is  in  all  his  operations  in  the  office.  He  certainly  is  the  closest  buyer 
with  regard  to  the  Government  that  I  ever  saw  or  met. 

Q-  Were  you  not  appointed  to  the  position  which  you  now  hold  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  A. 
G.  Cattell  ? — A.  That  I  can  hardly  say.  I  can  relate  to  you  the  occurrence.  I  never  sought 
tbe  position  at  all.  I  had  an  office  in  a  stationery  store  on  Dock  street,  and  Mr.  £.  G.  Cat- 
tell came  into  it  about  noon  one  day  with  Mr.  Russell  and  introduced  him  to  me.  We  shook 
hands  and  talked  about  the  weather,  and  he  turned  around  to  examine  something  in  the  cases 
in  the  store.  After  spending  some  time  there  they  went  away.  About  an  hour,  or  perhaps  two 
honn,  afterward  Paymaster  Russell  came  into  the  office,  and  then  said  to  me  that  he  wanted 
^  clerk,  and  would  like  to  have  me  act  as  such.  It  took  me  entirely  by  surprise.  I  had  no 
idea  of  taking  it.  and  said  to  him  that  it  was  something  new  to  me.  I  asked  him  if  it  was 
not  a  political  office  ?  He  said,  "  No,  sir.  "  I  told  him  I  did  not  like  political  offices.  How- 
ever, toe  result  of  that  conversation  was  that  I  told  him  I  would  think  it  over  for  a  day  or 
two.  It  rested  for  a  day  or  two.  I  did  not  see  Elijah  or  A.  G.  Cattell  afterward  ;  and  I 
think  it  was  the  second  day  afterward  when  I  saw  Mr.  Russell  and  said  I  would  take  the 
position.  I  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  business,  and  became 
^isfied  that  it  was  no't  a  political  office. 

Q-  When  Mr.  Russell  was  sent  to  the  yard  as  inspector  of  provisions  and  clothing,  did 
yon  follow  him  there? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  staid  with  Mr.  Fulton. 

Q-  What  was  the  difficulty  in  his  case  about  remaining  here,  if  any  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
'■^illy.    I  believe  it  was  some  little  matter  that  was  entirely  personal  with  him. 

Q.  Was  it  not  that  he  gave  offense  to  Mr.  Noblitt,  or  Noblitt,  Brown,  Noblitt  &  Co  ? — A. 
Not  at  all.    The  only  thmg  I  heard  was  that  it  was  some  little  private  matter  of  his  own. 

Q-  Did  he  not  say  to  you  that  he  did  not  like  the  way  things  were  being  done  here,  or 
*l»at  was  required  of  him  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  ever  said  so. 

Q-  And  that  they  would  have  to  get  another  man  for  the  way  that  they  wanted  business 
done  here  ? — A.  I  never  heard  him  sav  that,  that  I  remember.  The  matter,  as  I  understood 
•ii  was  a  private  affair  or  difficulty  of  his  own.  Its  nature  I  did  not  know  anything  about. 
"«.wantM  to  change,  to  get  away  from  the  city.  That  is  the  way  in  which  it  was  ex- 
plained to  me,  at  any  rate. 

Q-  Mr.  Ru.ssell  came  back  and  you  have  continue'l  with  hiui  ever  since  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

PHiLADELrHiA,  April  14,  1870. 
Alfred  Hugo  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Ch.\IRMan  : 

Question.  As  a^ent  or  attorney  of  Benjamin  P.  Heritage,  state  whether  you  ever  had  for  sale 
*  tract  of  land  wnich  was  subsequently,  as  appears  by  the  records  of  Gloucester  County,  New 
r*^y,  deeded  to  the  United  States ;  and  if  so,  what  was  the  price  dftman^ft^  Vi'j  'Vlt«'^«tV 
**p  tor  that  tract  of  land,  or  at  what  sam  did  he  hold  it  ? — Answer.  IViad  \\.  m  m'j  \i^\i^,%lQit 
"»le  ahoat  Jd7'2,  and  was  authorized  to  sell  it  for  about  $20,U00. 
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Q.  A  sum  less  than  that  named  as  the  consideration  in  the  deed  to  the  United  SUtes 
Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  has  the  custody  of  that  tract  of  land  now  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whereabouts  is  it  located  f— A.  It  is  located  at  Red  Bank,  in  Gloucester  Conntj.New 
Jersey,  opposite  League  Island.  It  runs  down  to  the  shore  opposite  League  Island.  It  is 
sandy  land  of  a  poor  quality,  and  is  only  valuable  because  of  its  proximity  to  Lea^e 
Island. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  it  high  land  ? — A.  It  is  very  high,  en  a  bluff. 
Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  soil  ? — A.  It  is  sandy. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  high  land  in  the  vicinity  of  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  right 
adjoining  this  farm  there  is  other  high  land. 
Q.  And  as  near  the  island  as  this  land  is  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  immediately  opposite.* 
Q.  Is  that  other  land  for  sale,  or  has  it  been  in  the  market  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 
Adjourned. 


Phil.\delphi.\,  April  14,  187G. 
James  Xeill  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chair.man  : 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  f — Answer.  I  am  a  coal  miner  and  dealer. 

Q.  What  is  your  present  firm  ? — A.  Neill  &  McCrary.  The  last  firm  was  Hammett,  Neill 
&  Co.,  and  the  firm  before  that  was  Hammett  &.  Neill. 

Q.  Within  the  last  three  or  four  years  you  have  sold  coal  to  the  Navy  Department,  have 
you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  large  Quantities  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  what  we  call  large  quantities  :  to  a  retail  dealer 
they  would  probably  appear  large,  but  to  a  concern  which  mines  600  tons  a  day,  it  would 
not  be  so  large.  ^ 

Q.  Have  you  paid  any  fees  or  commissions  to  any  one  for  and  on  account  of  these  tranfl- 
actions  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  paid  money  to  Mr.  E.  G.  CattellT — A.  No  commissions. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  him  any  sum  of  money  at  all  ? — A.  Not  as  a  commission. 

Q.  Have  you  contributed  to  him  ? — A.  I  think  we  gave  him  a  check  once  of  some  amonnt: 
it  was  ^00,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  was  for  some  special  service  that  he  did  for  ns. 

Q.  No  more  than  that  ? — A.  Not  to  my  recollection.  At  the  time  to  which  you  now  re* 
fer  I  was  not  keeping  the  books,  but  was  doing  the  out-door  business.  Mr.  Godshell  was 
keeping  the  books  at  the  time.  I  know  nothing  about  the  special  arrangement  in  refer* 
ence  to  some  difficulties  that  we  got  into  with  the  Government  in  relation  to  coal,  bat  I 
remember  Mr.  Cattell  went  to  Washington  and  went  to  the  Navy  Department.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  commissions,  as  such,  that  we  agreed  upon  to  pay  Mr.  Cattell. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  sum  of  money  that  you,  or  either  one  of  your  firm,  ever  hare  paid 
him  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  without  looking  at  the  books,  but  Mr.  Godshell  would  be 
the  proper  person  to  call  for  that  purpose.  I  was  absent  very  much  at  the  time,  and  koow 
very  little  about  the  expense  account  of  the  firm.  I  put  my  pen  to  no  book  during  &▼• 
years,  and  to  very  few  checks  during  that  time.  I  remember  that  Mr.  Cattell  got  a  check 
of  some  amount,  which  I  cannot  now  recollect,  but  we  never  employed  him,  or  anjbodj 
else,  as  a  commission  man  to  sell  for  the  Government.  We  put  in  our  proposals  the  tame 
as  other  people  did. 

Q.  Were  all  the  contracts  or  agreements  which  you  had  with  the  Navy  Department  un- 
der the  annual  lettings  ? — A.  No,  sir.  It  may  occur  to-morrow  or  Monday  that  Captain 
Russell,  who  is  pay-inspector  here,  will  put  into  the  paper,  *' Proposals  received  up  to  such 
a  day,  and  for  so  much  coal."  We  then  put  in  our  proposals  as  others  do.  We  have  never 
got  any  other  contracts  from  the  Government  in  any  other  way  than  by  proposals. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  inquired  of  before  such  advertisements,  as  to  tne  quantity  of  c<*l 
which  you  had  on  hand,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  your  capacity  or  power  to  make  a  bid? 
— A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  had  no  information  prior  to  the  advertisement  that  the  Government  would 
want  coal  ? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  that  at  present. 

Q.  I  mean,  were  you  apprised  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  would  want  a  certain 
amount  of  coal  ?— A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  that  now.  We  keep  as  little  coal  on  band  as 
we  can,  and  depend  in  filling  a  contract  on  the  daily  production  of  our  colliery,  wbic*^'* 
pretty  large.  "  . 

Q.  You  have  previously  stated  in  conversation   to  me  that  in  a  number  of  propOY* 
which  you  have  made  to  the    purchasing-paymaster  here,  you  have  observed  the  fact  "** 
the  successful  party  was  a  bidder  underneatn  you  just  one  cent  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  someii|°'* 
it  has  been  just  one  cent.     Last  year,  at  the  close  of  the  season,  we  had  about  l,000  wj» 
of  broken  coal  ibftl  we  A\<\  i^oX.  ^M<i  \.o  tJesxx-j  Qver^  for  the  reason  that  we  supposed   ^^ 
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lolls  would  be  reduced.  I  figured  and  put  our  price  at  tweuty-five  cents  a  ton  below  our 
fall  price  of  coal  on  board.  I  thought  I  would  put  the  proposal  in  at  $4.45 ;  I  did  so,  and  some- 
body else  put  in  $4.44,  and  we  lost  it. 

Q.  Who  did  that  ?— A.  I  think  it  was  John  Street  &  Co.    That  is  my  impression,  al- 
though I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 


Philadelphia,  April  12,  1876, 
Edwin  A.  Gaskell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Gaskell  &  Son  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  such  member  ?— A.  The  firm  was  formerly  Gaskell  &  Galvin. 
^vas  a  member  of  that  firm.    We  dissolved  partnership  in  1867. 
Q.  Have  you  been  a  member  since  1871  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Since  1871  has  your  firm  been  contractors  or  dealers  with  the  Navy  Department? — A. 

,  sir. 

€^.  What  kind  of  material  have  you  furnished  to  the  Navy  Department?— A.  Nothing  but 
laxnber 

<^,  Are  you  enabled  to  state  how  much  of  that  has  been  at  the  regular  annual  letting,  and 
ho^«w  much  by  what  is  called  open  purchase  7 — A.  I  should  judge  the  larger  portion  has  been 
fro  en  annual  lettings. 

^^.  How  has  it  been  within  the  last  three  years  ? — A.  I  should  say  that  the  larger  amount 
been  from  the  annual  lettings.    There  has  been  some  cheaper  material  furnished  that 
'Vald  probably  aggregate  more  feet,  but  in  dollars  the  larger  amount  has  been  in  the  annual 
t  Ings. 

^^.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  it  was  timber  or  lumber  ? — A.  It  was  lumber.  We  never 
^^^^■tiished  any  timber. 

,^^^3.  Have  you  supplied  any  other  navy -yard  than  the  one  in  Philadelphia? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
^^^  have  supplied  VVashington,  Norfolk,  and  New  York,  but  all  on  the  yearly  contracts. 
^^^^  never  received  an  open  purchase  on  any  other  navy-yard  than  Philadelphia. 

^j.  During  this  period  of  time  since  1871,  have  you  paid,  or  has  your  firm  paid,  to  any  one 
>3r  fee  or  commission  to  secure  a  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never  a  dollar. 
Q.  What  have  been  the  relations  of  your  firm  with  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.,  or  either  member 
^^  «aid  firm  ? — A.  My  father  and  Mr.  Cattell  have  been  like  brothers  for  the  past  twenty -five 
^^  thirty  years,  or  as  long  as  I  can  remember.     I  was  raised  in  A.  G.  Cattell  &  Co.*s  store. 
^^y  first  start-out  in  business  was  with  A.  G.  Cattell  &.  Co.     Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  is  to  me 
^ixiost  like  a  second  father.    The  only  relationship  that  I  could  say  would  be  friendship  for     1 
^^th  my  father  and  myself.     I  have  never  asked  anything  of  Mr.  Cattell.     Our  busmess 
^ith  the  Navy  Department  has  been  entirely  on  advertisements  and  on  invitations  sent  to  us 
^y  the  pay -inspector,  of  which  I  think  I  have  every  one  and  every  reply  to  him  on  tile  in  our 
office. 

Q.  Was  that  pay-inspector  Mr.  Russell  ? — A.  It  was  Mr.  Russell  most  of  the  time.  Mr. 
«ulton  was  here  part  of  the  time.  He  was  here  only  a  short  time.  Mr.  Russell  was  trans- 
^'Crred  to  the  bureau  of  provisions  and  clothing  in  the  navy-yard  at  the  city  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  presents  being  made  by  anybody  who  was  a  contractor  or  dealer 
>iih  the  Navy  Department,  to  any  one  in  the  naval  service  ? — A.  No, sir;  I  do  not.  Mr. 
liusselTs  son  came  to  our  office  one  day,  and  I  gave  him  a  few  thin  boards.  He  makes 
these  little  fancy  brackets,  having  a  jig-saw  which  he  works  with  his  feet.  It  is  a  minor 
thing,  and  the  whole  value  of  the  lumber  that  I  gave  him  probably  would  not  amount  to  a 
dollar.     He  is  about,  I  should  think,  nineteen  or  twenty  years  of  age. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  gifts,  gratuity,  loan,  or  accommodation  being  made  by  any  one- 
who  was  a  contractor  or  dealer  with  the  Navy  Department,  to  any  officer  or  employ6  ? — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 
Q.  Or  to  Mr.  Cattell,  or  either  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  such  gifts,  accomraodatious,  preseuts.  or  anything  of  that  kind 
have  been  made  to  the  members  of  families  of  officers  of  the  Navy  Department,  or  in  the 
naval  service  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  acquainted  wiih  any  members  of  the  fam- 
ilies, except  Mr.  Catteirs  family,  and  those  not  very  well. 

Q.  You  have  no  information  that  any  such  tbiug  has  been  done  by  anybody  else  ? — A.  I 
have  not. 

Q.  Your  firm  have  sometimes  exchanged  notes,  or  borrowed  notes  from  Mr.  Cattell,  and 
loaned  your  notes  to  Mr.  Cattell,  or  Cattell  &  Co.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  done  that  before 
my  time,  and  it  has  been  continued  on  until  the  present  day.  We  have,  as  you  might  say, 
exchanged  notes.  If  we  wanted  a  note  we  would  send  down  and  get  it.  And  if  they 
wanted  a  note  they  would  send  up  and  get  one  of  ours.  But  that  has  been  done  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  I  suppose. 

Q.  At  any  time  since  1871  has  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  orE.  G.CaUe\\Y\«i<\«kir3\wV«\fe%V  ^w^^iJOrj 
or  indirectly,  in  anj  0/ j'our  business  ?— A.  No,  sir;  not  in  any   wa^.     OV  <iQ\3L\^'t>X:i^«^- 
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chan^  of  notes  would  not  be  called  any  interest.  That  is  a  business  aiTair,  which  had  been 
going  on  from  long  before  we  ever  furnished  anything  to  the  Navj  Department,  and,  as  I 
saj,  for  tlie  past  twenty  years.  They  pay  their  notes  when  they  come  due,  and  we  pay 
ours  when  they  come  due. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  In  those  transactions  how  does  the  balance  stand  to-day  ?  Do  they  owe  yon  or  yon 
owe  them  ? — A.  They  always  do  owe  us  ;  we  very  seldom  get  anything  from  them. 

Q.  Have  yon  those  notes  that  you  have  taken  up  for  them  in  your  possession  now  ! — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  sum  would  they  amount? — A.  Sometimes  they  go  as  high  as  $')0,00<). 

Q.  That  you  have  taken  up  of  their  notes  t — A.  No,  sir;  they  would  pay  their  own  notes. 
We  gave  them  our  note,  and  when  it  came  due  they  would  send  as  a  check.  Of  course,  we 
make  all  our  notes  payable  at  the  bank.  If  it  came  due  to-day,  Mr.  Warr  would  send  us  up 
a  check  for  the  amount. 

Q.  Have  they  done  so  in  every  instance  ? — A.  Yes,  sirf 

Q.  Is  there  no  note  that  you  have  in  your  possession  that  you  have  paid  for  them  ?— A. 
No,  sir ;  never.    We  never  paid  one  ;  if  we  did  they  never  would  get  another  one. 

Q.  Is  there  no  loan  stanaiug  on  your  books  to  them? — A.  No, sir.  We  have  borrowed 
xkioney  of  each  other,  as  all  business  houses  might  do. 

Q.  Have  you  never  given  them  a  note  that  you  have  taken  up  yourself? — A.  No,  sir ; 
nothing  but  what  has  been  paid  by  them.  They  are  all  accommodations,  such  as  1  have 
spoken  of. 

Q.  You  say  neither  you  nor  your  firm  have  ever  in  any  way  given  any  commission,  or  any 

money  whatever,  to  any  of  the  Cattells? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  no  money  whatever. 

* 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  called  upon  either  one  of  them  to  exercise  any  influence  or  supposed 
influence  that  they  had  in  order  to  get  you  a  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  get  us  a  con- 
tract. 

Q.  To  exercise  it  in  what  way  ? — A.  I  called  on  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  in  this  way :  Last  year, 
in  the  yearly  contract  for  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  we  were  the  lowest  bidders.  I  was 
in  Washington  when  the  bids  were  opened.  I  supposed,  of  course,  we  would  be  awarded  the 
contract.  Time  went  on  and  we  did  not  get  it — that  is,  we  did  not  get  notice  that  the  con- 
tract had  been  awarded  to  us.  I  was  anxious  to  go  West  and  make  my  purchases,  which  I 
generally  do  in  the  spring.  Father.was  in  Washington.  I  wrote  him  asking  him  to  call  on 
Mr.  Hanscom,  and  see  if  we  would  get  that  contract ;  because  I  did  not  want  to  order  the 
lumber  until  I  knew  we  would  get  the  contract.  He  called  on  Mr.  Hanscom,  who  told  him 
that  he  did  not  think,  if  we  were  the  lowest  bidders,  that  there  would  be  any  doubt  but 
what  we  would  get  the  contract.  Afterward  he  met  the  Secretary  going  over  to  New 
York,  and  asked  the  same  thing  of  him,  stating  thdt  I  was  anxious  to  go  West,  and  wanted 
to  purchase  a  portion  of  this  lumber  if  we  got  the  contract.  The  Secretary  replied,  **  Well, 
I  do  not  see  why  you  won't  g^t  the  contract  if  you  are  the  lowest  bidder.- '  He  came  home 
and  told  me  of  that  and  I  went  West  and  bought  the  lumber,  intending  to  put  it  in  on  a 
contract.  Time  went  on  and  the  lumber  was  here,  and  still  we  did  not  get  the  contract,  and 
one  day  I  saw  the  Secretary  was  at  the  Continental  Hotel.  I  called  on  Mr.  Cattell,  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  personally  see  the  Secretary,  and  know  whether  we  were  going 
to  get  this  contract ;  that  we  were  the  lowest  bidders  :  had  the  lumber  here ;  and  if  we  did 
not  get  it  we  should  be  the  losers.  I  told  him  of  our  conversation.  We  got  ^he  contract  for 
a  portion  of  that  yearly  letting  at  the  price  we  bid.  That  is  all  I  asked  Mr.  Cattell  to  in- 
fluence for  me. 

Q.  Who  got  the  rest  of  that  contract  T— A.  It  was  not  given  out. 

Q.  That  was  for  the  last  year,  Jd75  ?— A.  For  1875  and  lf:J76.  We  got  a  portion  onlj, 
as  I  have  said.  In  fact,  Mr.  Cattell  asked  me  what  we  had  ordered,  and  I  told  him.  We 
only  got  an  order  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  for  the  portion  that  we  had  ordered. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  never  ask  Mr.  Cattell  to  use  his  influence  in  your  fieivor  to  get  you  orders 
from  the  Department — open  purchases  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  we.never  did.  Most  all  of  our  busi- 
ness has  been  on  invitations  to  bid  ;  in  competition  and  on  advertisement. 

Q.  Invitations  from  the  paymaster  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  not  called  ourselves  Gov- 
ernment contractors.     We  are  in  the  wholesale  lumber  business. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  make  any  presents,  or  discounts,  or  anything  of  that  nature,  to  the  pay- 
master ?— A.  No,  sir ;  never  ;  and  I  should  feel  that  I  would  insult  him  if  I  was  to  do  such 
a  thing.  I  think  the  paymaster  here,  so  far  as  practical  business  is  concerned,  is  the  closest 
buyer  I  ever  knew,  and  a  great  deal  more  so  than  some  in  our  trade.  Tnat  has  been  our 
experience.  We  were  the  lowest  bidders  in  the  Boston,  Pensacola,  and  New  York  yards  on 
several  classes,  but  we  never  got  any  orders  except  this  order  for  class  13.  white-pine  man- 
u/actured  lumber, 
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Q.  Do  jou  know  whether  white-pioe  plaok  has  not  been  furnished  to  these  yards  bjr other 
parties? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Daring  this  fiscal  year? — A.  Not  daring  1876. 

Q.  And  has  it  been  furnished  in  1^75  and  ld76  ? — A.  S.  P.  Brown,  of  Washington,  had 
famished  quite  a  considerable  amount  here  in  1875.  Mr.  Brown  was  furnishing  at  the  time 
that  I  commenced,  and  I  felt  that  his  furnishing  was  the  reason  that  I  did  not  get  the  con- 
tract, and  haying  been  the  lowest  bidder  ;  and  yet,  knowing^  that  you  are  never  sure  of  an 
order  till  you  get  it,  I  tried  three  or  four  times  to  know  whether  we  would  get  it  or  not ;  and 
then,  feehng  satisfied  that  we  would  get  the  order,  from  being  the  lowest  bidder,  I  ordered 
the  lumber. 

Q.  Did  you  call  the  attention  of  the  head  of  the  bureau  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 

the  fact  that  Mr.  Brown  was  supplying  the  kind  of  lumber  that  you  bid  for,  and  for  which 

yoa  were  the  lowest  bidder  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not ;  because  I  did  not  think  that  Mr. 

Bro-^n  got  the  contract  af^er  my  figures  had   been  given    Mr.  Brown  was  furnishing  on  a 

coia.^ract  that  was  nndoubtedly  given  t%  him  previous  to  the  opening  of  bids  for  this  yearly 

coxi  tract  on  the  first  of  July. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

^2 .  Did  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  putting  in  an  amount  in  excess  of  his 
COCK  Cract,  instead  of  you  having  the  contract  which  you  bid  for? — A.  I  felt  that  he  was  nut- 
ria sp  in  the  same  kind  of  lumber  that  had  been  asked  for  in  the  yearly  contract;  and  if  it 
^ik-a  not  been  for  his  putting  that  in  we  would  have  received  the  order  without  a  murmur. 

^^  .  Then  you  certainly  must  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  still  putting  in  an 
AKsount  exceeding  his  contract  to  take  the  place  of  your  contract  that  you  had  bid  for,  if  it 
ca*»=a«  in  in  the  fall  of  1875  7 — A.  He  was  putting  in  at  the  time  considerable  other  material. 
'^^  i^m  did  not  all  come  at  once.  If  you  will  observe  from  the  advertisement  there  was  a  lot 
0^  osber  material,  of  decking,  dec,  which  we  did  not  furnish,  and  which  was  stricken  from 
oy-:^'  order.  He  was  furnishing  that  all  along.  So  that  it  took  him  ouite  a  considerable 
^™^^  to  furnish  his  order.  He  commenced  before  we  got  our  order  or  before  we  commenced, 
^  '^liat  I  could  not  think  he  got  his  order  in  place  of  us,  because  he  certainly  must  have  had 
^''^^^rs  to  furnish  this  lumber  before  we  got  ours,  or  betoie  we  could  have  expected  to  have 
ived  ours. 
But  lots  of  it  came  after  you  had  made  your  bid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


By  Mr.  Burleigh  ; 

,«..  When  you  put  in  your  bid  and  found  that  you  were  the  lowest  bidder  on  contracts 
^^^^  %he  kind  of  lumber  that  you  tumished,  did  you  not  under.statid  that  if  your  bid  was  ac- 
^I^lied,  you  were  to  furnish  all  the  lumber  of  that  kind  that  they  wanted  during  the  year 
y^^^^  1875  and  1876  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  understood  that. 

■  What,  then,  does  the  annual  letting  mean  f — A.  I  would  like  to  place  it  in  that  way  if 
'^ald  understand  it  so,  but  I  have  understood  that  the  annual  letting  is  merely  fur  the 
^^3unt  of  lumber  that  is  asked  for  in  that  annual  letting. 

^.  Did  you  have  the  privilege  to  put  in  the  amount  ot  lumber  that  you  bid  for  ? — A.  No, 
*'^   ^   all  but  the  decking,  about  loO.OtX)  feet  less  than  I  bid  for.     I  put  iu^ail  the  rest.     That 
^^^^*  about  half  the  amount  that  I  bid  for. 
,  .^^.  You  were  the  lowest  bidder  on  the  decking  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  the  lowest  on  every- 

^i.  Who  put  in  the  decking?— A.  The  decking  was  put  in  by  S.  P.  Brown. 

^i.  What  time  did  he  deliver  that ' — A.  He  commenced  delivering  it  before  we  g«»t  the 
^^^«r.  I  think  that  th^  reason  the  decking  was  stricken  ofi*  our  order  was  because  it  had 
"^«ti  already  contracted  for. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  by  an  annual  lettiuir  or  by  open  purchase  ? — A.  I  could 
iiot  gay  as  to  that.  I  hope  I  will  be  uuder.-^tood  in  this  matter  of  S.  P.  Brown  that  Mr.  Brown 
n^Ust  have  received  this  contract  prior  to  our  bids  being  put  in. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  have  said  that  you  were  the  lowest  bidder  at  Pensacola,  New  York,  and  Boston. 
-^A.  Yes.  sir ;  but  I  do  not  think  those  materials  were  ever  furnished  theie.  The  order  was 
never  given  out  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Class  23,  at  New  York,  black  spruce? — A.  I  had  that  class  at  Pensacola,  and  also  at 
Boston.    I  did  not  get  that.    The  contract  was  never  given  out. 

Q.  In  the  annual  report  it  is  marked  *'  class  not  awarded.''  If  it  was  furnished  at  all  at 
either  one  of  those  places,  all  yon  have  to  say  about  it  is  that  you  did  not  furnish  it  f — A. 
That  is  all  I  can  say  about  it. 
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Philadelphia,  Jprit  \2,  JH76. 
Joseph  W.  Gaskell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  Are  you  the  senior  of  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Gaskell  &  Son  ? — Answer.  I  am. 

Q.  Has  that  firm  been  dealing  with  the  Navy  Department  in  supplying  lumber  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  past  t — A.  It  has. 

Q.  btate  if,  since  187U  and  1871,  you  or  any  member  of  your  firm  have  paid  anv  fees  or 
commissions  to  anybody  in  connection  with  your  contracts  or  agreements  with  the  Navy 
Department. — A.  None  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  give  the  business  much  of  my  attention. 
I  am  merely  the  senior  partner  there,  and  am  away  a  great  deal.  I  know  of  nothing  of  tbe 
kind.  If  it  has  been  done  I  have  never  been  told  of  it.  There  is  no  account  of  it  on  the 
books  that  I  have  ever  seen. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the  value  of  material  furnished  to  your  firm  so  as  to 
enable  you  to  state  the  relative  amount  furnished  by  your  firm  under  regular  annual  lettiogs 
and  that  furnished  by  open  purchase  ? — A.  I  could  not  t^l  you  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  details  of  your  business  since  Jo71t — A.  O,  yes:  I 
am  there  some  of  the  time,  but  as  to  giving  one  hgnre  from  a  three  years*  business,  I  could  not 
state  it.  My  head  has  become  too  dd  and  my  memory  too  treacherous  for  anything  of  that 
Kind. 

Q.  Have  you  furnished  large  Quantities  by  open  purchase  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that 
Personally  1  do  not  know  of  anything  that  we  have  ever  furnished  except  what  has  been  on 
advertised  bids.     There  may  have  been,  although  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  Have  you  obtained  any  contracts  or  agreements  under  orders  of  the  bureau  f— A. 
Nothing  but  yearly  contracts^ 

Q.  Have  you  obtained  by  orders  of  the  bureau  any  extension  of  contracts  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
we  have  always  filled  our  contracts  according  to  law. 

Q.  Has  the  bureau  failed  to  award  you  contracts  in  instances  where  you  were  the  lowest 
bidder  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has.  We  have  generally  got  the  contracts  when  we  were 
the  lowest  bidders,  I  think.     I  have  no  recollection  of  an  instance  to  the  contrary. 

Q  Have  you  availed  yourself  of  any  influence  from  any  outsider  with  a  view  of  control- 
ling  the  disposition  of  any  contract  or  agreement  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  contract  or  agreement  which  3^ou  have  been  filling  during 
the  present  fiscal  year. — A.  I  think  circulars  have  been  sent  out,  and  we  have  been  the  low 
ert  bidder ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Q.  In  class  known  as  class  13,  "  white-pine  plauk,"  you  were  thcT lowest  bidder  during 
this  year  ? — A.  I  suppose  we  were,  or  we  would  not  have  got  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  go  to  Washington  City,  the  contract  not  having  been  awarded  to  you  for 
some  time,  to  see  about  it,  with  a  view  of  arranging  in  regard  to  your  business  and  your 
son*s  departure  for  the  West? — A.  Certainly  I  went  there  when  the  bids  were  opened,  and 
found  that  we  were  the  lowest  bidders. 

Q.  Was  the  contract  awarded  to  you  then  ? — A.  Yes ;  they  told  us  we  could  go  ahead, 
and  they  would  send  us  the  order.' 

Q.  Did  you  not  afterward  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  it,  stating  that  it 
had  not  been  awarded  to  youf — A.  No,  sir;  not  until  after  it  had  been  awarded  to  me.  I 
don*t  know.    I  might  have  seen  him.     I  often  see  him. 

Q  I  observe,  upon  turning  to  the  ofiicial  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ma'3e  to  the 
President  and  the  Houses  of  Congress  tor  this  year,  upon  turnin?  to  that  class  in  his  report, 
or  the  report  of  the  head  of  the  bureau,  class  l;^,  **  white-plank  Doard." — A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  at  all  about  that.  I  know  we  put  in  for  the  yearly  contract,  and  we  were  the  low- 
est  bidder  on  certain  things.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  they  were  or  anything  about  it.  I  went 
to  Washington,  or  rather  stopped  on  my  way  from  Norfolk  to  see  why  they  did  not  send  us 
up  the  order  to  put  it  in.  They  did  not  do  it  for  some  time.  I  think  I  saw  Mr.  Hanscom, 
and  he  said  that  the  reason  was,  they  did  not  have  money  to  spare  yet,  and  were  holding 
back  and  did  not  want  us  to  put  it  in  right  away,  or  something  like  that.  He  said,  **you 
will  get  tbe  order  in  good  time."  There  was  not  any  trouble  about  it,  or  anything  of  that 
kind. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  delayed  in  getting  the  order  to  fill  your  contract  t — A.  I  cannot 
say  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  it  at  all? — A.  No,  I  did  not 
see  the  Secretary  during  any  of  my  visits  to  Washington." 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  away  from  the  city  of  Washington  ? — A.  I  might  have  met  him 
here. 

Q.  Did  you  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  had  not  been  ordered  ? — A.  I  do  not  rec- 
ollect that  I  did  that  even. 

Q.  Did  you  call  upon  Mr.  Cattell  in  reference  to  it  at  all  ?— A.  No,  I  do  not  think  I  did.  I 
know  I  never  did. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  called  to  the  fact   that  Mr.  S.  P.  Brown  was  delivering  the  same 
kiod  of  plank-boards  to  this  navy-yard  and  you  had  not  received  the  order  f — A.  I  have 
DO  kuowJedge  of  Mr.  Btowu's  GOwVtacVs^ox  «Ai^>^\\i^  ^vi>aN.  N-Wsk..    I  do  not  know  him, 
and  I  do  not  know  anything  a\)o\il\i\ft\)\x«Aii^^'a>% 
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Q.  Was  tbe  navjr-yard  here  being  supplied  by  other  parties  with  that  kind  ? — A.  That  I  do 
not  know.   I  do  not  gfo  to   the  navy-jard  once  in   six  months. 

Q.  You  were  at  Washington  when  the  contracts  were  opened  ? — A.  Within  a  day  or 
two  afterward. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  you  were  the  lowest  bidder  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  the  contract  had  been  awarded  to  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  called  on  Mr.  Hanscom  in  relation  to  filling  it,  and  an  order  to  fill  it,  and  he 
told  you  that  he  did  not  want  to  do  it  just  then? — A.  Well,  I  don't  exactly  remember  the 
words.  He  said  that  we  were  the  lowest  bidders,  and  of  course  would  get  the  contract. 
That  was  about  what  he  said.  The  clerk  in  the  office  there  showed  me  the  bids,  and 
showed  me  that  we  were  the  lowest  on  the  list. 

Q.  What  excuse  did  he  give  you? — A.  He' did  not  give  me  any  excuse,  only  that  it  was 
not  done.  I  had  no  idea  of  losing  the  contract  at  all.  We  supposed  that  we  would 
get  it,  of  course.    We  put  in  our  bid,  and  of  course  expected  to  get  it  if  we  were  the  lowest. 

Q.  Do  they  not,  upon  opening  the  bids,  or  within  a  short  time  afterward,  designate  who 
is  the  successful  bidder? — A.  Not  until  tbey  are  all  figured  up  to  see  who  is  the  lowest  bid- 
der. 

Q.  When  it  is  figured  up  they  do  award  the  bids,  do  they  not  f — A.  I  believe  so,  gen- 
erally. 

Q.  How  long  a  time  does  it  take  them  generally  to  make  the  calculation — ^a  week  or  two, 
or  a  month  or  two,  or  how  long  ? — A.  Sometimes  they  are  pretty  slow.  It  takes  a  good 
while  sometimes  before  we  get  the  orders. 

Q.  The  orders  follow  the  award  ? — A.  Ahtays ;  when  they  get  ready  to  furnish  them. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  as  meaning  to  say  that  the  award  is  not  made  until  the  order  is 
issued,  or  is  the  award  made  prior  f — A.  I  suppose  the  award  is  made  when  they  are  figured 
up,  and  they  issue  the  orders  when  they  get  ready.  It  is  a  thing  I  never  took  much  part 
in,  and  know  very  little  about  in  any  way,  but  I  did  stop  at  Washington.  I  had  been 
largely  interested  in  lumber  at  Norfolk,  and  was  down  there  a  great  deal;  and  on  my  road 
from  Norfolk  I  stopped  several  times  on  account  of  business  in  tnat  way. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  Instance  in  which  the  action  of  the  Department  was  delayed  as 
much  as  a  month  after  the  opening  of  the  bids,  in  which  an  award  tailed  to  be  made  ? — A.  I 
cannot  tell  you  whether  it  was  delayed  a  month  or  six  months.  I  would  not  undertake  to 
say  at  all.    I  know  they  have  been  very  slow  about  it  sometimes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  gifts,  presents,  or  awards  being  made  by  any  one  connected 
with  contracts  or  with  the  supplying  branch  of  the  public  service,  to  any  officer  or  employ^ 
in  the  naval  service  ?^— A.  No,  sir ;  not  lately. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  gifts,  presents,  or  awards  being  made  to  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  families  of  such  officers  or  employes  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  A.  G.  or  £.  G.  Cattell  ever  in  any  wise  been  interested  with  you  in  any  contracts 
with  the  Navy  ? — A.  No,  sir ;   never. 

Q.  You  have  paid  to  neither  one  of  them  any  fee  or  commission  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I 
know  of.  I  do  not  think  we  have.  I  do  not  think  we  have  ever  paid  any  thing.  Anything 
they  ever  did  for  us  was  done  through  pure  friendship. '  We  have  been  friends  for  thirty 
vears  of  tbe  most  intimate  kind.  There  never  was  any  agreement  or  anything  of  the  kind 
between  us.  Of  course  if  they  had  any  iofluehce  in  any  matter  of  business  anywhere  they 
would  recommend  me  if  they  could  in  any  way.  no  matter  where  it  was,  whether  it  was 
private  or  public  ;  but  let  them  do  what  they  would  for^me,  they  would  not  take  any  pay  from 
me.     Our  friendship  is  too  strong  for  that. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  time  did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  called  on  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  see 
about  your  bid  on  your  return  from  Norfolk  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that, sir.  It  was  shortly 
after  the  bids  had  been  opened.     I  do  not  think  any  of  them  had  been  awarded. 

Q.  Did  I  not  understand  you  to  say  to  the  chairman  that  the  chief  of  the  bureau  said 
there  would  be  no  doubt  but  what  you  would  receive  your  order  in  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  reason  that  he  did  not  give  it  to  you  was  because  they  were  short  of  money  f 
—A.  He  said  they  did  not  want  us  to  put  it  iu  right  away  if  we  wanted  money,  because  the 
bureau  at  that  time  was  short  of  money,  and  would  be,  I  think  he  said,  until  after  June* 

Q.  Your  bids  are  not  opened  until  the  first  of  July  ? — A.  Maybe  it  was  something  before 
that  that  I  have  got  in  my  mind  erroneously  in  regard  to  the  money.  It  might  have  been 
on  some  other  occasion  that  he  said  that.  If  it  was  not  opened  until  July  we  had  this 
order  sent,  and  furnished  the  lumber  iu  Auguist,  I  think. 

Q.  Have  you  furnished  the  whole  of  the  last  order  you  got  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I 
have  not  heard  anything  to  the  contrary.  As  I  say,  I  aui  not  very  faithful  to  our  affairs 
there.     I  could  not  say. 
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Philadelphia,  April  15, 1876. 
Ci.AKK  Merchant  sworn  and  exaniined. 

By  tlie  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  contracts  or  dealings  with  the  Navy  Department  ? — An- 
swer. Yes,  sir ;  I  have,  with  the  navy-yard  here,  and  once  only  with  the  bureau  at  the  Navy 
Department. 

Q.  What  species  of  property  did  yon  sell  to  the  Government  t — A.  I  am  in  the  metal  busi- 
ness— general  mipplies,  tins,  leads,  spelters,  copper,  &c. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pay  any  fee  or  commission  to  any  person  to  secure  a  contract  for  you  ?— 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  will  commence  by  saying  that  I  have  been  an  officer  of  the  Navy  myself  for 
thirteen  years,  having  entered  in  1B52  and  resigning  in  1665;  I  was  a  line  officer  in  the 
Navy  and  a  graduate  of  Annapolis. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  fees  or  commissions  being  paid  to  anybody  ? — A.  I  do  not ;  we  have 
had  very  little  to  do  with  the  navy-yard,  in  fact,  except  upon  two  or  three  occasions  within 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  We  have  never  been  allowed  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them 
in  the  way  of  furnishing  supplies. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  That  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the  coal  contracts  made  with  the  Government  br 
different  parties? — A.  When  I  lirst  started  in  business  herein  1865, 1  was  connected  with 
the  shipping  business  ;  I  went  in  with  my  brother ;  I  was  then  chartering  vessels  through  him 
for  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  and  shipped  all  their  coal  from  here  to  San  Francisco 
I  naturally  bid  for  the  Government  vessels  at  that  time  and  took  a  good  mauj  contracts. 
That  was  when  the  coal  business  here  was  under  the  charge  of  Commodore  Adams  an 
Captain  Truxton.     Of  course,  all  brokers  had  information  in  such  cases,   and  we  used  to  go 
in  and  furnish  the  vessels,  and  had  to  name  them  to  the  commodore  together  with  the  rate 
of  reight  from  there  to  Mare  Island  navy -yard ;  we  famished  a  number  of  vessels  while 
Commodore  Adams  and  Captain  Truxton  were  in  office ;  they  were  stationed  in  Wtlsot 
street,  it  bein^  a  special  department  for  the  shipment  of  coal.     That  was  afterward  given 
np  and  went  into  the  paymaster's  office  here.    I  was  in  thatbusinest  up  until  1H70;  i  tiieo 
gradually  got  into  the  metal  business.     Since  then  we  have  ibeen  furnishing  some  sapplkt 
to  the  Government,  but  with  two  or  three  exceptions  nothing  to  speak  of. 

Q.  State  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  contracts  being  made  for  tne  shipment  of  coal  froi 
this  point  to  the  various  navy-yards  of  the  United  States,  and  if  it  is  done  as  it  was  former}; 
done.— A.  No.  sir ;  it  is  not,  as  I  understand,   although  I  am  not  speaking  of  my  ov^ 
knowledge.  The  shipments  of  coal  of  late  have  been  given  to  the  firm  of  D.  8.  oietfon  &  C^_, 
I  do  not  know  what  the  arrangement  is  ;  I  only  know  that  I  observe  in  the  newspapers  tii^^ 
they  have  cleared  and  loaded  coal  for  the  Government.     I  think  three  years  ago  Paymsst^.f 
Russell  came  to  my  office  and  stated  that  he  wanted  to  ship  some  coal  to  Key  West.      j 
wrote  to  mv  brother  who  was  in  the  business,  but  I  do  not  think  he  got  the  bid.     1  do  ciot 
know  anything  about  that  coal  business  since  1870,  and  I  have  no  personal  knowledge    of 
the  mode  or  manner  in  which  it  has  been  done  since  that  time. 

Q.  Where  can  this  committee  obtain  information  upon  that  point  ? — A.  From  D.  S.  Stet- 
son &  Co. 

Q.  From  whom  else  f — A.  From  different  brokers ;  for  instance.  Workman  &  Co.,  sn^  ^• 
H.  Gregg  &  Sons.   All  of  us  used  to  compete  and  bid  for  the  Government  coal  while  I  ^^Jj^ 
in  the  shipping  business.     It  is  a  very  important  item  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  carrying  '^^^ 
or  J, 500  tons  for  the  Government.    I  have  known  the  time  when  my  commissions  have  ^!^V. 
$1,500  for  obtaining  a  charter.   We  were  not  allowed  in  those  days  to  take  a  bid  from  the  ^]^\ 
ernment  on  speculation  and  then  take  the  vessel,  but  were  obliged  to  stat«  where  the  "^^[^tie 
was,  how  many  tons  she  carried,  and  whether  she  was  an  American  vessel.     She  most  ^^ 
first  class  and  was  to  carry  for  so  much  a  ton. 
Q.  The  vessel  paid  the  commission  '^ — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  of  5  per  cent  -l^ 

Q.  The  only  interest  the  Government  had'^in  it  was  getting  the  lowest  rate  of  freigl^^;^^ 
A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  they  did.   At  that  time  the  Government  got  contracts  to  have  coal  cm^"^^    ^o 
to  San  Francisco  much  cheaper  than  private  individuals  could  do  it,  because  there  w»^^^ 
much  competition  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  in  fact  all  over  the  United  States.    We  ^-^^^V 
to  keep  the  run  of  vessels  all  over  the  country  in  the  difiierent  porta,  and  telegraph  ^-^^ 
owners  when  necessity  reauired.  ^\ 

Q.  Do  you  remember  wnat  the  freights  then  were  T — A.  I  could  not  state  now.    My 

Sression  is  that  they  used  to  be  fifteen  to  seventeen  to  twenty  dollars  a  ton,  and  I  thin! 
igh  as  twenty  dollars  a  ton  was  paid  at  that  time. 


Philadelphia,  Afril  19,  187i 
John  Street,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  contract  or  agreement  with  the  Navy  Departmen' 
any  of  its  agents,  ior  tbe  d«iVvvwj  ^^  ^q^\^ — kw&wer.  I  have. 
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Q.  To  what  extent  f~ A.  I  cannot  givejon  the  exact  number  of  tons.  It  would  vary 
from  17,000  to  20,000  tons  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  years. 

Q.  Your  relations  have  been  entirely  within  the  last  two  years  ? — A.  Perhaps  three  years 
would  cover  the  time.  Last  year  they  were  more  extensive  than  thev  were  the  year  before. 

Q.  What  commission  have  you  been  paying  to  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  f — A.  Xot  a  cent. 

Q.  Have  vou  paid  no  commission  to  any  one  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  Mr.  £.  G. 
Cattell  in  the  matter. 

Q.  With  whom  have  your  contracts  or  agreements  been  made  ? — A.  By  proposals  advertised 
in  the  paper ;  put  in  on  such  and  such  days  before  1  o'clock,  ^nd  sealed  proposals  opened  at 
Paymaster  Russeirs  office. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  for  what  bureaus  that  coal  was  furnished? — A.  In  one  case  it  was 
for  the  equipment  bureau  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-jard.  I  think  most  of  it  in  fact  was 
for  the  equipment  bureau. 

Q.  Have  you  made  no  agreement  or  contract  save  and  except  upon  regular  advertise- 
ment f — A.  Upon  nothing  but  regular  advertisement. 

Q.  And  those  were  made  with  the  purchasing-paymaster  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  they 
were  upon  proposals  at  the  opening  of  which  all  were  present,  and  the  lowest  bidder  took 
the  contract.  In  cases  of  immediate  want  he  would  send  around  to  a  half  dozen,  the  Phil- 
adelphia and  Heading  Coal  and  Iron  Company  for  instance,  and  such  establishments  as 
those,  saying  that  he  would  receive  our  propositions. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  bids  are  always  opened  in  the  presence  of  all  the  parties  ?~A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  personally  attended  to  that  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  producer  of  coal  ? — A.  We  advance  money  to  the  collieries  in  the  fall  of  the 
year,  and  then  take  the  production  of  their  collieries  during  the  coming  season,  selling  for 
them  on  commission  guaranteed. 

Q.  Have  you  had  the  assistance  of  anybody  to  obtain  contracts  7^ A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  any  favor  been  granted  by  you  or  your  firm  to  any  officer  of  the  Navy  t — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Russell  asked  any  favor  or  accommodations  from  you? — A.  No, sir,  quite  to 
the  contrary.    He  always  goes  down  to  the  very  last  penny. 

Q.  Has  he  asked  no  personal  favor  or  accommodation  from  you  ?^-A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  presents  in  any  form  to  anybody  connected  with  the  Navy  De- 
partment ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  Mr.  Cattell  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  him  in  business,  but  that  is  all. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  suggested  to  you  that  he  mi^ht  aid  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  approached  you  on  that  subject  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  never  has  been  to  our 
place  of  business. 

Q.  I  suppose  your  business  is  a  very  large  one.  A.  Yes,  we  do  from  7.5,000  to  100,000 
tons  a  year. 

%  By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  arrangement  with  Mr.  DelNoblitt? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  make  any  deduction  in  your  bills  rendered  f — A.  No,  sir,  not  a  penny. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  any  of  your  coal  shipped  to  the  Pacific  c6ast  for  the  Government  7 — A.  Under  our 
contract  last  year  we  sent  2,000  tons  to  Rio  and  1,000  tons  to  Pichilique. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  fraud  or  abuse  in  connection  with  the  naval  service  in  any  way  T — 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  on  the  part  of  any  of  its  officers  f — A.  Not  the  slightest ;  business  has  been  done 
with  us  more  strictly  than  it  has  been  done  with  other  business  contracts  with  furnaces  along 
the  road.  I  think  last  year  we  furnished  more  coal  to  the  Navy  Department  than  anybody 
else.  We  furnished  it  at  |4.45  a  ton,  and  even  in  the  matter  of  lightering  Mr.  Russell 
would  not  allow  us  more  than  10  cents  a  ton  for  lighterage,  while  it  cost  us  15  cents  a  ton 
0  lighter  it  alongside  the  ship. 


Philadelphia,  ATpril  19, 1876. 
Alfred  C.  Harmer  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  relation  with  the  Navy  Department  as  a  contractor  in  any 
way  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  firm  of  which  I  am  a  member,  Black,  Harmer  &.  Co.,  has 
sold  to  the  United  States  Government  175  tons  of  coal.    I  think  that  is  the  total  amount. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  that? — A.  Covering  a  period  of,  I  think,  the  last  two  months. 

Q.  You  were  at  one  time  a  representative  in  the  United  States  Congress,  of  one  of  the 
districts  in  the  city  ot  Philadelphia  T — A.  I  had  that  honor,  «\i. 
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P^Q.  State  how  and  io  what  manner,  if  the  fact  was  that  way,  you  were  entitled  or  claimed 
the  right  to  designate  parties  to  be  employed  in  the  navy-yard. — A.  Allow  me  to  state  that 
I  never  claimed  that  as  a  right,  and  never  endeavored  to  exercise  a  right  or  claim  a  right  of 
that  character.  Like  all  members  of  Congress  who  are  candidates,  and  like  those  who  are 
not  members  of  Congress,  I  solicited  favors  from  time  to  time  from  the  officers  at  the  navy- 
yard,  in  the  way  of  asking  for  employment  for  people  in  my  own  district.  I  always  did 
that,  not  only  to  that  department  but  to  all  the  departments.  I  always  felt  that  it  was  one 
of  my  duties  to  look  after  the  people  in  my  district  who  were  out  of  employment.  I  did 
what  most  candidates  would  do,  paid  special  attention  to  men  who  were  of  my  own  party, 
bnt  not  to  the  exclusion  of  men  of  the  other  party.  I  have  devoted  much  time  to  getting 
employment  for  people  in  my  district,  not  only  in  the  navy-yard  but  at  other  places,  on  rail- 
roads and  wherever  appointments  were  being  made. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  fact,  if  such  is  the  fact,  that  laborers  were  distributed, 
in  proportion  named,  among  the  several  congressional  districts  lying  near  to  the  navy -yard  ? — 
A.  My  impression  is  that  the  men  employed  by  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard  were  largely 
from  the  lower  districts,  they  being  adjacent  and  adj(5ining  the  property  of  the  navy -yard. 
I  think  the  discrimination  was  always  largely  in  favor  of  that  section  of  the  city.  1  take 
that  from  rumor  and  hearsay.  The  men  who  were  in  the  yard  from  my  own  district  very 
frequently  said  to  me,  that  a  very  large  number  were  employed  from  the  down-town  districts. 
I  believe  that  to  have  been  the  fact. 

Q.  Was  not  the  claim  put  forward  or  recognized  that  the  district  which  you  represented 
was  entitled  say  to  a  given  number  or  a  given  proportion  ? — A.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
answer  that  question.  When  I  was  first  elected  to  Congress,  I  ascertained  the  fact  that  the 
district  that  I  represented  bad  but  very  few  men  employed  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 
My  impression  is  that  a  dozen  men  would  have  covered  the  entire  number.  I  presented  the 
fact  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  there  had  been  a  discrimination  against  this  district. 
It  was  partly  made  up  of  Bucks  County.  Some  parties  claimed  that  countrymen  had  no 
right  to  employment  in  the  yard ;  that  it  belonged  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  &c.  I  stated 
that  fact  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  said  that  I  knew  no  reason  why  that  district 
should  not  have  a  fair  proportion  of  the  men  to  be  employed  in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 
He  said,  **  I  agree  with  you  on  that  point,  and  ^our  district  shall  be  represented  fairly  in 
the  employment  of  men  there."    Those  are  the  taets  of  the  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  issued  any  order  in  regard  to  it  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
or  not  he  issued  an  order  to  that  eil'ect,  but  the  fact  is  it  was  understood  at  the  yard  that  the 
district  should  have  a  fair  number,  if  not  a  proportionate  number  of  people  employed  at  the 
Philadelphia  navy-yard.  That  might  have  been  sent  in  the  shape  of  an  order.  I  cannot 
state  positively  on  that  point. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether,  in  making  that  arrangement,  the  congressional  district  id 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  represented,  say,  by  Mr.  Hazelton,  was  to  be  equally  recognized  vritK 
the  districts  here  in  the  city  ? — A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question  directly.     I  will  sa^r  tbis^ 
however,  I  had  several  conversations  with  Mr.  Hazelton  upon  this  very  question,  and  I  thiols 
he  complained  that  his  district  was  not  fairly  represented,  but  I  do  not  think  that  there 


ever  any  arrangement  made  between  Mr.  Hazelton  and  myself  to  secure  an  order.   Iba<| 
conversations  with  him  on  the  subject  as  well  as  a  conversation  with  all  the  memberffrour 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.    I  called  on  the  members  from  the  city  and  said  to  them  that  / 
thought  there  was  an  unfair  division  of  the  employment  of  the  men  from  the  different  dis- 
tricts  of  the  city.     Of  course  they  did  not  Join  very  heartily  in  a  movement  that  would  lake 
from  their  districts  and  give  to  us.     It  was  a  general  conversation. 

Q.  Were  you  not,  from  time  to  time,  notified,  by  the  officers  who  were  in  charge  of  the 
navy-yard,  that  they  would  require  laborers? — A.  No;  I  do  not  think  that  I  ever  received 
what  might  be  termed  a  notice.  Following  mv  statement  to  the  Secretary  of  the  NVj,  I 
made  it  my  business  to  call  often  at  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard,  and  to  inquire  whether  meo 
were  to  be  put  in.  I  would  learn  at  times  frum  them  that  the  force  was  about  to  be  in- 
creased. I  may  have  written  letters  when  an  increase,  say  of  600  men  was  to  be  msd^  <>' 
any  other  number  in  fact,  stating  *'  500  men  are  to  be  put  on,  and  there  are  five  districts; 
my  district  is  entitled  to  100  of  those  men."  I  may  have  written  such  letters  and  ni»de 
such  claim.  I  think  it  is  very  probable  that  I  did,  because  I  worked  very  hard  to  g^tfor 
my  district  a  fair  share  of  the  patronage. 

Q.  I  mean  this  :  Calling  your  attention  particularly  to  a  notice  sent  around,  if  sncb  w" 
the  fact,  by  Commander  Mullaney,  that  he  needed  thirty  boiler-makers,  do  you  remenjoer 
receiving  any  such  notice  i — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  recollection.  My  impression  is  that  I  re- 
ceived none  because  I  never  had  any  particular  status  in  that  department  of  the  yard.  Fint, 
because  I  did  not  ordinarily  seek  it ;  and  ne^^t,  because  I  had  not  many  boiler-makers  io  ^7 
district. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  notices  of  that  kind  from  other  branches  of  the  yard  t— A-  ^^ 
unless  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  of  my  own.  I  may  have  made  inquiries  in  writing,  ^^^^f: 
I  do  not  know  it.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection.  If  I  had  I  would  be  free  to  nasis  toe 
fact. 

Q.  Was  there  any  increase  in  the  number  of  employes  made  about  election  times  •'y^' 
Ye«,  I  think  that  baa  been  tbe  i^TWi\AC»  m  ?\i\\»A^l\fW  ever  since  I  have  had  a  recollect*" 
of  the  Philadelphia  navy-y wd. 
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Q.  Was  that  so  in  the  year  1870  or  1871  or  1872  1^—A.  Yes  ;  it  has  always  been  so  to  ray 
recollection,  since  I  have  had  aoy  knowled^  of  the  navy-^ard  here.  Whether  it  was  from 
the  fact  that  following  the  appropriations  men  were  employed  from  year  to  year,  I  do  not 
know,  but  it  is  my  impression  that  the  force  is  always  inert  ased  following  the  appropriations 
of  July  and  running  toward  the  winter.     I  think  that  has  always  been  the  practice. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Under  date  of  November  14,  1873,  I  find  the  following  letter: 

"  Hon.  A.  C  Harmer,  M.  C, 

''ti06  fValnut street,  Philadelphia: 

**  Sir  :  We  are  greatly  in  need  of  about  thirty  boiler-makers  tocomple'^  the  work  in  hand 
on  the  Canandaigua.    1  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  would  aid  me  in  obtaining  the 
requisite  number.     I  want  men  more  especially  to  work  upon  this  ship  at  night,  as  the  De- 
partment is  very  anxious  to  complete  her  repairs. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

**J.  R.  MULLANEY, 

**  Commandant.^'' 

He  was  commandant  of  this  yard  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  similar  letter,  I  observe,  is  addressed  on  the  same  day  to  the  Hon.  Charles  O'Neill, 
M.  C.,and  also  to  Hon.  Leonard  Myers,  M.  C,  also  to  Hon.  John  W.  Hazelton,  M.  C, 
and  Hon.  W.  D.  Kelley,  M.  C.  Who  were  these  gentlemen  7 — A.  They  ^ere  then  members 
of  the  Forty-second  Congress. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Randall  have  any  show  about  this  time  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did 
or  not.  I  believe  that  his  district,  from  what  I  heard  from  the  workmen  here,  was  always 
fairly  represented  in  the  number  of  men  employed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  done  upon  his  recommendation  or  not  f — A.  That  I  do 
not. 

Q.  W^ere  these  recommendations  given  upon  political  considerations? — A.  I  never, in 
recommending  men  for  employment,  allowed  that  to  enter  into  the  question  of  my  recom- 
mendation to  the  officers  at  the  yard.  I  always  recommended  them  as  men  worthy  of  em- 
ployment,.but  never  stated  the  fact  that  they  were  republicans  or  democrats.  I  would  say 
in  addition  to  that  that  there  were  always  complaints  in  my  district  that  I  would  recommend 
democrats  for  employment.  There  was  a  general  complaint  to  that  effect.  Upon  that  point 
I  was  never  thin-skinned. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  abuse  or  fraud  connected  with  the  naval  service  at  this  point  or 
any  other  f— A.  I  do  not.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  of  that  kind  in  any  snape  or 
form. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information,  the  source  of  which  is  available  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  any  fees,  commissions,  rewards,  gifts,  or  gratuities  being  received  by  any  one  con- 
nected with  the  naval  service  ? — A.  I  have  not  in  any  shape  or  form.  Common  rumor  we 
hear,  of  course,  but  nothing  that  I  dare  repeat  as  a  fact  or  anything  of  which  I  have  any 
knowledge  whatever;  neither  have  I  information  that  I  deem  reliable  in  that  regard.  I  will 
say  that  there  was  a  general  desire  in  Philadelphia  to  secure  League  Island  as  a  general 
naval  station,  and  following  that  the  necessity  of  removing  the  yard  from  the  old  point 
seemed  to  be  in  the  minds  of  everybody  here.  The  entire  community,  I  think,  in'espective 
of  party,  was  anxious  that  that  should  be  done.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  doubt  upon  that 
point.  I  have  no  particular  part  in  it  except  to  join  in  the  general  desire,  which  seemed  to 
prevail  all  over  the  city,  that  League  Island  should  be  a  great  naval  station,  which  it  could 
not  be  until  the  old  Philadelphia  yard  was  abandoned.  I  have  said  heretofore  that  I  was  a 
member  of  a  firm  which  sola  to  the  Government  175  tons  of  coal.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  was  not  a  member  of  Congress  when  that  coal  was  sold  to  the  Government  by  my 
ISrm.  It  was  seld  to  the  paymaster  here.  The  paymaster  addressed  a  letter  to  our  firm,  and 
I  do  not  know  how  many  more,  but  I  imagine  to  several  others,  asking  the  lowest  price 
We  could  furnish  coal  delivered  ;  I  think  once  on  board  of  a  vessel  and  once  at  the  ismnd. 
We  answered  the  communication  giving  him  the  price.  It  was  sold  close ;  we  did  not  make 
"^  per  cent,  on  it.    That  is  all  the  business  we  have  done  with  the  Government. 

"By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  the  United  States  Government  would  be  justified  in  building  up 
^  navy-yard  at  League  Island  at  a  cost  of  $50,000,000  ? — A.  I  have  thought  long  since  that 
X^ague  Island  was  the  best  place  in  America  for  a  great  naval  station. 

Q.  Has  not  your  city  priae  probably  influenced  you  in  that  belief? — A.  I  have  consid- 
ered the  question  aside  from  I  that  point  of  view.  We  have  fresh  water  there ;  it  is  at  the 
iiioutli  of  two  rivers ;  it  is  not  very  far  from  the  bay,  and  I  have  always  looked  upon  it  as 
^  favorable  point,  irrespective  of  any  preference  which  I  might  have  for  seeing  the  station 
located  at  rhiladelphia.  Of  course  we  are  all  influenced,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  what  will 
^i^cst  directly  promote  our  own  section  of  the  country.  That  is  a  general  feeling,  and  I  nar- 
^^ke  of  it  to  the  same  extent  probably  that  other  gentlemen  are  indweuaftd  \\iT^^^\^  V.^  '&\^vt 
^^ctions. 
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V.  L>o  joQ  remember  ever  to  nave  bad  a  cootract  or  agreement  mth  Ibe  Harean  o 
ineDtT— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  the  Boresu  of  Congtrurlion  7— A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Toil  were  a  iiiccessful  bidder  on  your  prapoiaU  to  the  Bureau  of  Vsrd«  anJ  Di 
A.  We  were  last  year. 

Q.  State  the  qnantlty  furaished  hy  jou,  mi  tlie  mle  per  Ion  ?— A.  Thre«  haai 
nere  delivered  to  the  Philadelpbia  navy-yard,  aiid  1,0(10  toos  to  tba  Brooklyn  nv 

Q.  At  what  rate  per  ton  ! — A.  At$o.l!)Ca  the  Pbiladelphia  navy-yard,  aa'd  $^.5 
Brooklyn  Davy-jard. 

(j.  Hai  your  firm  ever  beua  mviteil  to  make  any  propOMU  to  other  bareaiu  T — A 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  yon  been  invited  to  make  propoials  to  tbe  parcbasing- pa; muter  at  thi 
— A.  Not  [o  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Diiiing  this  time,  if  yon  have  any  knowledge  or  information  npon  the  point,  n 
been  the  furtun ate  parties  in  thecity  of  Philadelphia  in  supplying  [be  Navy  Departr 
A.  I  reallvdo  not  kdow  tbat  I  can  answer  that  quoation  by  saying  who  are.the  ( 
ponies.  1  have  understood  that  there  were  three  6t  foal  parties  in  Philadelphia  « 
supplied  coal  to  tbe  Government.    To  what  extant  or  to  what  particalar  value,  I  an 

SI.  Who  are  those  parties  T — A.  I  think  Street  Si,  Co.  have  sapplied  mora  or  laai. 
entood  so,  and  that  is  all  I  know  about  it  If  I  am  conlined  as  to  what  I  actokll 
myself  of  those  people,  I  could  not  give  yon  a  tingle  name  that  is  not  mere  minor. 
no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  any  fees  or  commissions  to  any  one  to  secure  a  contract  for  yoi 
— A.  Not  to  the  extent  of  one  farthing,  neither  directly  nor  indirectly. 

Q.  Your  firm  has  only  done  business  with  tbe  Navy  Department  in  the  maDner  i) 
already  in  your  statement  f — A.  Yes,  lir:  that  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Ate  yon  a  dealer  in  anthracite  coal  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  a  prodnoer  from  my  oi 
erEy  of  semi -bituminous  coal,  used  ptiucipallT  for  manufacturing  purpose*  and  in 
measure  for  steam  purposes,  bnt  not  with  tbe  Oovemment  of  the  United  Stales.    Tt 
fine  their  cunsumpCion  entirely  to  anthracite  for  that  object. 
By  Mr.  BltftLEiGii : 

Q.  Who  are  the  parties  who  tiimish  the  Government  with  tbe  most  antbracile  cos 
knowledge  I — .A,.  1  uave  heard  that  several  persons  have  done  so,  although  I  cannot 
they  have. 

Q.  Who  are  the  principal  parties  of  whom  you  have  heard  t — A.  I  anderetood  t 
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Q.  State  if,  at  any  time,  any  person  who  bought  rope  of  any  description  from  you  for  the 
Navy  indicated  or  sngeested  a  change  in  the  bill  when  it  was  made  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  all  the 
goods  we  ever  supplied  to  the  navy -yard  came  through  direct  requisition  from  the  command- 
ant of  the  navy-yard,  throuo^h  the  Navy  pay- agent. 

Q.  After  the  bill  was  made  was  there  any  suggestion  to  alter  the  price  or  the  amount  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  we  would  not  listen  to  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  My  information  was  to  the  point  that  probably  at  one  time  it  had  been  done,  and  that 
you  had  resisted  it — that  you  informed  the  party  that  you  were  not  that  kind  of  men.— A. 
No,  sir  ;  not  lo  my  knowledge.  No  intimation  of  that  kind  was  ever  made  to  us,  to  my 
knowledge.  We  never  sought  the  navy-yard  trade  in  the  first  nlace ;  we  had  enough  legit- 
imate trade  of  our  own  without  stooping  to  anything  of  that  kina.  ^ 

Q.  Have  you  furnished  or  supplied  parties  who  themselves  supplied  the  Navy  ? — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of.     All  the  goods  that  we  ever  supplied  the  navv-yard  went  from  us  direct. 

Q.  You  supplied  no  contractor  with  any  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  brought  up  here  a  state- 
ment of  all  that  we  have  supplied  to  the  navy-yard  in  the  last  five  years.  For  1870,  $259.69 ; 
1871,1376.08;  187i;,  $541.31  ;  1873, $1,905. 14;  1874,  $056.53;  1875,  $'2,109.72.  We  have 
furnished  none  this  year.  The  sum  total  is  $5,848.47,  all  furnished  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1870,  up  to  this  time. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Previous  to  that  time  had  it  been  your  custom  to  supply  stores  to  the  Navy  ? — A.  Not 
a  great  deal. 

Q.  You  never  have  been  large  contractors,  then? — No,  sir;  our  trade  is  generally  with 
merchants.  They  are  furnished  on  requisitions  made  through  the  Navy  pay-agents,  and  a 
great  deal  of  it  has  gone  down  to  the  navy-yard  at  League  Island  for  fitting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  paid  no  commissions  or  fees  to  any  person  in  order  to  secure  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
that  is  not  the  style  of  our  house.  We  have  enough  legitimate  trade  without  stooping  to 
anything  of  that  kind.    We  allow  one-half  per  cent,  if  they  pay  within  thirty  days. 

Q.  Did  you  ^ver  allow  that  one- half  per  cent,  to  the  navy-yard? — A.  No,  sir;  they  owe 
us  a  bill  now  since  last  October.    I  think  they  only  pay  when  they  have  an  appropriation. 


Philadelphia,  Afrii  11,  U76. 
Samuel  C.  Cook  affirmed  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  :  • 

Question.  What  is  your  profession  f— Answer.  Auctioneer  and  commission  merchant. 
Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  for  some  years  past  of  selling  goods  for  the  Government 
at  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  done  so  for  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  Is  that  a  catalogue  of  yours?  [Handing  catalogue  to  the  witness  advertising  goods 
to  be  sold  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  on  the  19th  of  November,  1875,  at  10  o'clock.] — 
A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  remember  making  that  sale? — ^A.  I  was  present  when  it  was  made ;  I  did  not 
make  it  myself. 
Q.  Who  acted  as  the  auctioneer  ? — A.  Mr.  John  Powell,  who  was  in  my  employ. 
Q.  It  was  made  under  your  direction,  you  being  present  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  any  memoranda  of  that  sale  here  7 — A.  I  have  a  catalogue,  but  it  is  at  the 
store.     We  always  keep  them  with  our  private  memoranda. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstances  and  particulars  of  that  sale? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not ;  but  I  can  remember  from  the  catalogue. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  at  that  time  selling  a  lot  of  knees  7 — A.  I  remember  they  were  sold. 
Q.  Were  thev  on  the  catalogue  7 — A.  They  were  not  on  the  printed  catalogue.    The  cata- 
logue was  handed  to  me  to  be  sold.    I  received  my  instructions  always  from  the  yard  on  the 
lUorning  of  the  sale.    It  is  frequently  the  custom  to  place  articles  on  the  caUlogue  between 
I  he  time  that  it  is  made  out  and  the  time  of  the  sale.     We  sometimes  get  the  catalogue 
ten  days  before  the  sale,  and  these  articles  are  sometimes  placed  on  it  after  that. 

Q.  Were  they  placed  on  the  catalogue  which  was  distributed  among  the  (men  present  at 
tbe  sale  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  they  were  not. 

Q.  Then,  at  some  period  of  the  sale,  you  announced  from  your  catalogue  that  the  things 
'^'ould  be  sold  % — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  these  things  were  sold  before  or  after  the  articles  named  in 
^lie  printed  catalogue? — A.  I  think  afterward.  I  think  they  were  put  in  at  the  end  of  the 
^^le,  as  they  usually  are.  Anything  not  in  the  catalogue  is  usually  put  in  at  the  end  of  the 
^ale. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whose  direction  they  were  put  in  ? — A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Y'ou  caused  them  to  bo  sold  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  jou  know  how  manj  there  were  in  number? — A.  No,  sir.  ""^     ^  .^_ 

Q.  Do  JOU  remember  going  to  the  pile  and  selling  them  ? — A.  Mr.  Powell  remembers 
about  it.     I  was  not  there  when  they  were  sold. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  any  sales  being  made  to  Nathaniel  McKay  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  welL 
Q.  Can  you  take  the  catalogue  and  tell  us  what  he  bought  ? — A.  I  could  not.     My  book 
will  show  all  that,  if  you  desire  it.    I  can  give  you  the  original  entry  that  was  taken  down  at 
the  time  of  the  sale,  and  also  can  give  you.  as  a  witness,  the  auctioneer,  Mr.  Powell,  who 
made  the  sale.    Those  knees  were  added.     We  always  lumped  in  advertising^  all  auction- 
sales  and  never  enumerated  every  article  that  is  mentioned  iu  the  catalogue.    It  would  make 
the  expense  so  tearful.    We  have  advertised  for  three  or  four  weeks.    About  three  weeks  is 
our  usual  time.    Two  insertions  a  week  for  three  weeks  is  the  usual  time.    The  depart- 
ments send  on  word  to  include  certain  articles  in  the  sale,  and  that  may  reach  us  after  the 
catalrgue  has  been  issued.    It  was  not  at  all  unusual  to  add  articles  after  the  advertisements 
were  made. 

Bv  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  that  generally  for  any  largo  amount? — A.  No, sir  ;  they  were  nearly  all  articles 
of  small  amount.  The  commodore  of  the  yard  perhaps  would  say  that  such  a  department 
bad  got  through  their  survey,  and  these  things  uad  been  surveyed  after  our  catalogue  was 
out. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  observe  here  that  you  advertised  20,000  pounds  of  old  composition.  Do  vou  know 
who  bought  it  ?— A.  My  books  will  tell  you  that.  Every  item  is  down  in  the  booit  of  origi- 
nal entry. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  extent  to  which  Mr.  McKay  has  been  a  bidder  in  this  yard,  at  Phil- 
adelphia f — A.  He  has  been  buying  at  all  of  our  sales  for  some  time  past. 

Q.  For  how  long? — A.  I  remeniber  his  buying  there  for  several  years  in  sales  that  I  have 
conducted  myself. 

Q.  What  other  prominent  heavy  buyers  have  there  been  7 — A.  Alexander  Purvis  &  Son 
are  very  much  larger  buyers  than  McKay. 

Q.  Has  John  Roach  ever  been  a  purchaser  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  douH  remember  ever  selling 
a  dollar*s  worth  to  him.  Purvis  &  Son  buy  very  largely  and  others  also  do  the  same.  Piu*- 
vis  has  bought  largely  for  years. 

Q.  Were  not  the  sales  at  the  navy-yard  during  1675,  say  in  the  fall  of  1875,  much  larger 
than  usual  7 — A.  We  made  two  sales  in  that  year  with  a  view  of  getting  the  yard  clear. 
After  the  war  I  sold  a  very  large  number  of  vessels. 

Q.  I  mean  whether  or  not  the  sales  of  material  during  the  fall  of  1875  were  not  much 
larger  than  before  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  not 

Q.  Was  the  material  mostly  old  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  judee.  I  am  not  an  examiner  of 
these  goods.  Thev  give  me  my  cues  and  I  act  on  them  as  I  do  with  any  cargoes  of  goods 
in  any  other  branch  of  the  trade. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  sales  made  in  the  fall  of  1875  were  at  ordinary  prices  ? — A.  I 
think  all  the  sales  that  were  made  were  well  sold,  but  still  I  could  not  see  everything.  We 
alwi^s  felt  that  we  were  making  very  satisfactory  sales  during  the  fall  of  1875. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  at  those  sales? — A.  I  do  not.  I  know  that  at  many 
of  our  sales,  with  this  same  class  of  men,  outside  of  the  yard,  there  are  combinations  which 
I  have  had  to  fight  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  trade. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  last  year? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  would  be  likely  to  know  it? — A.  Sometimes  and  sometimes  not.  They  are  not 
likely  to  let  me  know  those  things,  because  I  break  them  whenever  I  can. 

Q.  You  have  had  a  large  experience,  and  are  able  to  offer  an  opipion  on  that  subject. — A. 
O,  yes  ;  whenever  I  know  it  I  act  on  it  immediately.  I  have  been  in  the  auction  business 
since  1836,  so  that  I  have  had  a  pretty  large  experience  in  that  business,  and  in  this  line  of  it 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  You  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  suspicion? — A.  That  is  about  all,  sir.  I  could 
sometimes  tell  by  the  bids. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  would  know  if  a  certain  bidder  who  generally  bids  on  such  articles,  was  standing 
back  and  not  bidding  at  all  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  way  we  do  tell ;  in  such  cases  we  im- 
agine something  wrong,  of  course. 

Q.  Have  you  come  into  personal  contact  with  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  Very  frequently,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  making  any  effort  to  control  the  sales,  or  manage  the  buyers  or 
the  auctioneers  ?— A.  I  was  always  glad  to  see  him  at  a  sale,  because  I  thought  he  did  break 
up  the  rings ;  that  was  exactly  the  opinion  I  formed  of  him.  I  thonght  he  was  tbe  best  man 
I  could  have  at  a  sale,  because  he  was  against  the  rings. 

""•  was  a  little  reckless  in  his  bidding  ?— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  when  he  made  up  his  icind  to 
• '  »»-ve  It. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  snspect  a  TiDf^  in  this  matter  f — A.  Not  at  all ;  I  had  not  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  a  ring.  I  thought  McKay  was  the  best  man  I  could  have  at  the  sale,  because 
he  was  against  our  usual  combination  of  rings  that  we  had  outside,  and  I  was  glad  to  get  a 
man  like  nim  to  break  them  up.  I  felt,  when  he  was  there,  that  I  would  have  a  man  to  nght 
these  men  who  were  fighting  me  outside. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  know  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  sold  them  large  quantities 
of  ^oods. 
Q.  They  were  bidders  at  your  sales  f — A.  Yes ;  oftentimes. 

Q.  Were  they  bidders  on  the  occasion  of  this  sale  f — A.  I  could  not  answer  that  question. 
Hr.  Powell  attended  more  particularly  than  I  did. 

Q.  If  they  were  not  bidaers  on  that  day  of  sale  would  you  regard  that  as  suspicious  or 
proof  of  the  formation  of  a  ring  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  because  there  were  many  sales  at  which  they 
aid  not  buy  at  all. 

Q.  This  sale  included  articles  in  which  they  were  dealers  ? — A.  •  Yes,  sir  ;  and  I  mean  in 
articles  in  which  they  were  dealers.  There  were  sales  which  I  have  known  them  not  to  be  at 
at  all.  They  may'have  been  present  through  their  agents,  but  that  I  could  not  tell,  of  course. 
I  bave  known  many  sales  where  I  did  not  recognize  their  presence. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  on  the  day  of  this  sale  or  any  of  the  sales  made  at  the  navy- 
yard  during  the  removal  of  property  from  it,  any  bar-iron  was  sold  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  could 
not  tell  you  that.    My  books  will  show  that.     We  might  have  had  a  pile  of  iron ;    and  a  lot 
of  bar-iron  might  be  included  in  a  pile  of  scrap ;  that  I  could  not  tell.    We  never  see  the 
goods  ;  they  are  all  lotted  and  put  into  shape  by  the  ofScers  of  the  yard.   These  goods  are 
bIwbjb  arranged  by  the  officers  in  the  yard,  and  the  list  is  furnished  to  us  from  which  I  make 
the  catalogue.    I  never  see  the  goods  until  I  get  on  to  a  pile  to  sell  them.     I  have  no  more 
knowledge  of  what  is  in  that  pile,  except  from  the  description  which  I  have  on  the  catalogue, 
tban  if  I  was  not  in  the  yard.    I  never  look  and  never  )udg^  of  the  quality ;  that  is  not  my 
^^siness ;  I  am  merely  there  selling  the  goods. 

Q.  During  the  progress  of  these  sales  and  the  removal  of  tho  property  there,  so  far  as 
you  had  any  knowledge  of  business  being  done  at  the  navy-yard,  ao  you  know  of  any  im- 
propriety or  irregularity  of  any  kind  7 — A.  Not  at  all.  After  we  make  our  sale  we  make  out 
tbe  bills  from  the  quantities  that  thev  gave  us  there.  We  leave  the  yard  with  the  bills. 
The  money  is  paid  into  the  yard  and  not  to  us  ;  and  we  know  nothing  further  until  they 
make  the  return  and  say  that  there  has  been  that  much  more  or  that  much  less. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  that  you  were  very  glad  to  see  McKay  at  sales  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  knocked  down  certain  goods  to  McKay  that  Seyfert  &  McManus  deal  in, 
and  these  goods  having  been  taken  from  the  place  where  they  were  sold,  to  Seyfert  «&  Mc- 
Manu8*s  store-house  and  put  into  their  possession,  would  you  mistrust  that  they  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  purcnase  t — A.  I  certainly  should. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  that  was  the  case  in  this  very  matter  7 — ^A.  I  do  not.  I  have 
no  knowledge  at  all  of  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  the  scrap-iron  and  iron  of  this  kind  that  McKay  bid  off  was  taken 
charge  of  by  Seyfert  &.  McManus f^ — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea  of  what 
became  of  these  goods  after  I  sold  them.  We  do  not  deliver  at  all ;  we  have  no  knowledge 
of  that.  They  deliver  from  the  yard  themselves.  Therefore  I  never  can  follow  and  see  where 
goods  go  to.  I  never  had  any  suspicion  about  McKay  having  a  ring.  It  would  not  be  likely 
Uiat  I  should  have  suspicion,  because  I  always  felt  that  he  was  a  good  man  for  me. 

Q.  If  you  had  learned  that  fact  that  the  goods  had  gone  to  Seyfert  &,  McManus,  you  would 
have  had  suspicion,  would  you  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  I  should. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Reynolds  7 — A.  No,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  Apiil  12,  1876. 
John  W.  Powell  sworn  and  examined . 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  7 — Answer.  I  am  an  auct'on(er. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  in  business  with  Mr.  Cooke  7 — A.   Yes,  sir;  I  am  not  a  full  partner. 
I  have  an  interest  in  the  business. 

Q.  Both  in  the  comm's^ion  and  in  the  auction  business? — A.  Yes,  si*. 
Q.  Have  you  acted  as  auctioneer  at  any  sales  at  the  Government  xi«b^'j-'5w\  vu'^V'C  %.^^- 
biaf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  During  the  year  1875?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  readily  tarn  to  the  record  of  such  sales  in  your  books  ?  And  if  so  please  state 
the  first  auction  sale  of  that  3*ear  shown  by  those  books. — A.  In  1875,  February  5  was  the 
£rst  date. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  sale  to  Nathaniel  McKay  at  that  time? — A.  I  don't  think  lus name 
Appears  on  my  record. 

Q.  I  find  on  May  17,  1875,  you  sold  a  large  amount  of  ordnance.  Mr.  McKay  was  not 
a  buyer  there  I  observe  from  your  book  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was. 

Q.  1  find  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1875,  in  the  sale  of  material  of  the  yards  and  docks 
Mr.  McKay  became  a  purchaser.  Please  turn  to  your  account  and  state  what  he  purchased 
and  the  price  paid. — A.  The  first  was  lot  32,  ordnance  department,  thimbles  |  of  a  cent  a 
pound, $2.94;  weight  336  pounds;  lot  37,  haversacks,  bags,  &c.,  $8;  lot  52,  thimbles 
5,255  pounds,  at  1  of  a  cent,  |45.98  ;  lot  47,  6  tons  wrought  iron,  more  or  less  ;  shot  tongs, 
iron  compressors,  ^c,  20,388  pounds,  If  cents,  $331.30;  lot  49,  1  ton  of  cast  iron  more  or 
less,  (2,300  pounds;)  we  charged  originally  2,240  pounds,  but  in  delivering  them  found 
it  was  over  that,  {  cent  a  pound,  $20.13 ;  lot  50,  835  grape-stands,  cast  iron,  weight  12,930 
pounds,  at  -fff  cent  a  pound,  $103.44;  lot  51,  103,000  pounds  cannister  balls,  more  or  less; 
cast  iron  164  218  pounds,  at  -^  cent,  $937.96 ;  lot  24,  tbre<>  old  boilers,  formerly  on  sectional 
dock,  $520  for  the  lot ;  lot  28^,  which  will  not  be  found  in  the  catalogue,  because  it  was  inter- 
lined, was  a  lot  of  old  tin  that  they  found  there,  and  they  told  us  to  make  a  half  lot  of  it 
between  28  and  29.     It  brought  $13.    Those  are  all  the  sales  made  to  him. 

Q.  Turn  to  the  sale  of  November  19,  1875,  and  state  what  articles,  if  any.  you  sold  to 
Nathaniel  McKay. — A.  Friday,  November  19,  1875,  lot  3,  under  the  steam-engineering.  20 
tons  scrap  wrought  iron,  (it  turned  out  to  be  33  tons,)  at  $22.50  a  ton,  $742.50  ;  lot  8,  3,000 
feet  of  iron  boiler-tubes,  39,437  pounds,  at  2f  cents  a  pound,  $1,084.51. 

By  Mr. Burleigh: 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  size  of  those  tubes  7 — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  I 
recollect  seeing  them.    They  were  probably  5  or  6  inches  in  diameter. 

Q.  Had  they  been  used  ? — A.  Thev  appeared  as  if  they  had  been  used.  The  next  is  lot 
14,  bearings  and  other  portions  of  the  Nebraska  engines,  not  before  enumerated,  $400  for 
the  lot.  These  were  not  sold  by  weight.  Lot  15,  two  marine  boilers,  iron  tubes,  estimated 
weight  25  tons  each,  $19  a  ton,  $950.  Lot  16,  two  marine  boilers,  composition  tubes,  esti- 
mated weight  40  tons  each,  80  tons  for  the  two,  at  $46  a  ton,  $3,680.  I  have  here  lot  5^^ 
in  the  book,  which  is  not  on  the  catalogue. 

Q.  I  notice  upon  this  catalogue,  which  you  say  is  the  one  from  which  you  sold,  written  in 
pencil  at  the  bottom  of  the  last  or  third  page,  **  Lot  of  knees,  construction,  $1 10." — A.  Yes, 
that  is  a  memorandum  that  I  made. 

Q.  That  lot  was  not  advertised  in  your  printed  advertisement  t — A.  Not  that  I  know  of; 
I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whose  authority  you  put  that  lot  of  knees  on  the  catalogue  f — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  by  authority  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  f — A.  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  knew  it  at  the  time,  for  I  went 
to  the  office  and  asked  for  him. 

Q,  Do  you  know  the  officers  of  the  yard  ?— A.  There  are  a  great  many  of  them.  From 
each  one  of  these  departments  there  is  always  an  officer  and  a  clerk,  generally  an  officer 
and  a  clerk,  accompanving  us  around. 

Q,  Was  Mr.  Edward  Hart  the  man  who  ordered  it? —A.  I  cannot  recollect  whether  he 
was  the  man.  I  went  to  the  office  and  asked  for  somebody  to  go  down  and  show  me  where 
these  knees  were,  saying  (hat  I  was  ready  to  sell  them  then ;  and  one  of  the  gentlemen 
came  down  from  the  office  and  pointed  out  the  lot.  I  heard  his  name  at  that  time,  but  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  it,  because  I  didn't  happen  to  know  him. 

Q.  State,  if  you  please,  what  announcement  yon  made  when  you  put  the  knees  np. — A. 
I  told  them  that  that  was  the  lot  of  knees  that  was  to  be  sold.     Some  of  the  people  there 
knew  that  they  were  to  be  sold,  because  one  or  two  asked  me  when  they  were  going  to  sell 
them  ;  and  I  told  them  when  I  came  to  them  in  the  catalogue. 

Q.  Before  reaching  them,  or  early  in  the  sale,  did  you  announce  that  you  were  going  to 
sell  the  knees  t— A.  t  did  not  announce  publicly,  but  it  was  understood  that  thev  were  to  be 
sold  ;  that  is,  I  judged  that  it  was  understood  from  what  those  two  or  three  said  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  sold  the  knees  in  the  pile  or  knees  in  sight?— A.  No,  sir: 
it  was  a  pile  squared  up.  They  were  piled  two  and  two  to  make  a  square  pile,  aud  that  was 
the  pile  I  sold. 

Q.  Not  only  piled  inside,  but  square  corners  ? — A    It  was  a  square  hollow. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  said  about  any  knees  lying  about  the  yard  being  included  in  that 
sale? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  You  put  them  up  ?— A.  I  put  up  merely  the  pile  of  knees  that  was  there. 

Q.  How  many  bidders  had  you  ?— A.  I  put  them  up  as  I  put  all  the  other  lots  up.    There 
was  no  bid,  until  somebody  started  them  at  $100.     I  cried  over  them  as  usual,  and  then  I 
was  just  about  knocking  them  down  for  $100,  when  McKay  bid  $10  more :  then  there  was 
not  another  bid  afterwaia,  and  V^i^y  vi^T^V^oOR.^^^<iv?\iV»\\vav. 
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Q.  Was  McKay  there  when  jon  commenced  to  sell  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  there 
thronffhout  all  the  sale. 

Q.  He  was  there  at  the  pile  of  knees  when  you  commenced  the  sale  7 — A.  We  all  ad- 
journed over  to  the  pile  of  Knees,  because  where  we  had  been  selling  before  was  in  a  differ- 
ent part  of  the  yard. 

Q.  You  announced  before  frying  over  there  that  you  were  going  over  to  sell  a  pile  of 
knees  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  followed  me  over. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  McKay  was  at  that  moment  with  the  crowd,  or  whether  he 
came  afterward  7— A.  He  was  with  the  crowd,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  He  was  all 
through  the  sale,  and  I  think  he  was  in  the  crowd  when  we  went  over. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  over  to  the  office  of  anybody  before  you  sold  the  knees  7 — A.  Yes,  sir; 
because  I  went  to  get  somebody  to  show  me  the  pile ;  we  are  very  careful,  for  fear  that  we 
may  sell  something  without  authority. 

Q.  Did  you,  after  you  had  sold  the  other  material,  go  back  for  instructions  as  to  the 
knees? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  at  the  office  t — A.  When  I  started  and  found  that  there  was  nobody 
there  to  give  me  authority  about  selling  the  knees,  I  asked  who  represented  the  Department 
or  Bnreau  of  Construction.  I  received  no  answer,  but  I  asked  the  gentleman  who  was 
accompanying  me  in  the  other  lot  that  was  sold  previous  to  that,  which  was  lots  34  and 
73.  He  mentioned  this  gentleman*s  name ;  I  asked  him  where  he  was.  He  looked  around 
and  did  not  see  him,  and  said  he  was  up  at  the  office.  I  ran  up  to  the  office  and  told  the 
gentlemen  in  the  crowd  to  wait  until  I  went  up  to  the  office  to  get  somebody  to  come  down 
and  show  them  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  McKay  at  the  office  ?— A.  He  was  at  the  pile  of  knees ;  he  was  not  at  the 
office ;  I  left  him  at  the  pile  of  knees,  and  returned  and  found  him  there  still. 

Q.  Then  you  put  them  up  and  sold  them  ? — A.  When  I  g^ot  up  to  the  office  they  told  me 
that  sombody  had  gone  back  down  to  thepile  of  knees  to  give  me  instructions,  and  then  I 
went  down  and  found  this  gentlemen.  Hoover  was  the  man  who  was  there.  I  called  out 
distinctly  Hoover's  name.  There  was  no  answer  from  him.  Somebody  said  he  was  behind 
the  building.  I  ran  around,  as  they  were  wating  for  me,  and  two  or  three  of  them  said, 
*'  This  is  the  pile  of  knees ;  go  on  selling."  I  said,  I  would  not  before  I  got  authority.  Then 
somebody  told  me  Hoover  was  up  at  the  office.  I  went  as  fast  as  I  could  up  there,  and  when 
I  arrived  I  saw  an  officer,  as  I  judged  him  to  be,  sitting  at  the  desk,  and  another  gentleman 
going  out  of  the  door.  I  askea,  **Is  Mr.  Hoover  here?'-  He  said,  **  I  am  the  person."  I 
asked  him  to  go  down  and  show  me  the  knees  that  were  to  be  sold.  The  gentleman  said, 
*'  Show  them  to  him;"  and  he  came  down  the  yard  with  me  and  came  to  the  pile  of  knees, 
and  stood  there  while  I  sold  them,  telling  me  I  was  to  sell  them.  Before  we  began  the  sale 
at  all  in  the  yard,  when  Mr.  Cooke  and  I  were  both  down  together,  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  handed  the  catalogue  to  Mr.  Cooke,  and  told  him  that  there  was  a 
lot  of  knees  that  he  wanted  to  have  sold.  Cooke  handed  that  to  me,  saying  when  I  came  to 
the  knees  to  sell  them. 

Q.  Before  the  auction  commenced  one  of  the  officers  handed  you  this  catalogue,  on  the 
bottom  of  the  last  page  of  which  was  written  in  ink,  *'  Lot  of  knees  ;  construction  ?  — A.  Yes, 
sir  ;  that  is  the  writing  that  was  on  the  catalogue  when  it  was  handed  to  Mr.  Cooke.  He 
thought  Mr.  Cooke  was  going  to  sell. 

Q.  Did  Cooke  hand  that  to  you  ? — A.  Immediately  in  the  presence  of  the  officers. 

Q.  And  from  that  you  transcribed  to  your  own  book  this  entry  in  pencil f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
because  that  was  the  catalogue  I  sold  from  all  through  the  sale.  I  retained  that  always  as 
authority  to  show  that  I  had  the  authority  to  put  it  on. 

Q.  So  that  before  yon  commenced  the  sale  it  was  understood  perfectly  well  that  you  were 
to  sell  them  when  the  time  came  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  the  next  item  sold  to  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  That  was  the  last  item  sold  at  the 
sale. 

Q.  You  have  given  all  the  bids  struck  off  by  you  to  Mr.  McKay  on  that  day  T — A.  Yea, 
as  far  as  I  can  show  them. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  there  was  at  that  sa'e  any  apparent  combination  among  the  bidders. 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Taking  all  the  material  except  the  knees,  can  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it 
brought  a  fair  price? — A.  I  judge  only  from  my  own  judgment  and  from  what  I  heard  at 
the  sale.  Several  said  to  me,  passing  from  one  place  to  the  other,  ''You  are  getting  big 
prices  for  things  down  here ;  they  ougot  to  pay  you  double  commission."  We  hear  that  so 
iften  we  don't  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

Q.  But  independent  of  that  statement  of  the  crowd,  state  whether  or  not,  in  your  judg- 
ment, you  got  fair  prices. — A.  I  think  we  did. 

Q.  What  was  your  opinion  as  to  the  sale  of  the  knees  ? — A.  That  I  don't  know.  I 
thought  it  was  cheap  for  them,  because  it  appeared  to  be  a  big  pile  of  knees ;  but  I  thought 
aa  long  as  they  were  condemned  I  could  not  form  any  opinion  of  the  value  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  knowledge  that  they  had  been  coudemti^d^ — k,  "^^SXivtv^,  «i.<»j^\. 
that  we  general]/  aeU  condemnea  knees. 
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Q.  You  had  no  distinct  'statement  from  anybody  that  they  were  condemned  knees?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  paper  now  shown  you  an  exhibit  of  all  the  sales  made  by  Mr.  Cooke  for  the 
Government  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  from  the  year  1871  down  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1876? — A.  It  is.    The  statement  is  as  follows  : 

January  27,  1872. 
Construction  and  repair $45,700 

United  States  steamer  Chattanooga,  to  Purvos  &  Son. 

Jpnl  17,  1872.— Stock  No.  2. 

Construction $309  51 

Ordnance 274  00 

Equipment 3,.=»70  80 

Provisions 1,578  16 

Steam-enc^neering 80  80 

Yards  and  docks 141  45 

5, 954  72 
Cunliffe,  McClure,  McHugh,  Brown,  B.  S.,  Harsh  Bros. 

February  26,  1873.— No.  2. 

Construction $702  40 

Equipment 1,663  84 

Navigation 1, 327  50 

Ordnance 227  84 

Provisions,  &c 17  50 

Steam-eneineering 1, 922  63 

Yards  and  docks : 1,025  17 

6,886  88 
McClure,  Watson,  McCusker,  McCluskey,  Dodgson,  Dawson. 

August  20.  J 873.— No.  2. 

Construction |273  75 

Equipment 1,856  18 

Yards  and  docks 515  69 

Ordnance 144  75 

Provisions,  &c 987  91 

3,778  28 

Pitkin,  Newell,  Davis,  Burk,  Hobbs,  Sleigh,  Shroder,  Purves,  McCall,  McClosky. 

February  5,  1875. 

Equipment |2,504  40 

Ordnance 90  95 

Yardsand  docks 310  39 

2, 606  74 

Conner,  McClure,  Sleigh,  Strader. 

May  17,  1875. 

Ordnance $30,648  49 

Navigation 479  25 

Construction 5,5)0  00 

36,627  74 
PuiTes,  Tatharo,  Sleigh,  Collins,  Gledhill,  Darrah  «&  Co. 

October  27,  1875. 

Yardsand  docks,-.. $1,317  08 

Navigation 207  50 

Ordnance 2,158  73 

Provisions  and  clothing 383  37 

4,066  68 
McKay,  Burk,  McClui^,  SWl^h. 
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November  19,  1875. 

Equipment $462  90 

Navigation 33  65 

Ordnance 119  44 

Steam-eneineerlng 21,635  38 

ConBtniction 110  00 

22,361  37 
Sleigh,  Purvis,  McClure,  McKay,  Hobbs,  McNultj,  Seldon,  Clyde  &  Co. 

Q.  Did  your  partner,  Mr.  Cooke,  know  the  officer  who  gave  bim  the  catalogue  with  the 
lot  of  knees  written  at  the  bottom? — A.  I  don't  think  I  was  introduced  to  him.  I  took 
the  catalogue  from  Mr.  Cooke. 

Q.  Who  gave  it  to  him  ? — A.  An  officer  from  the  construction  department,  I  judged, 
because  he  handed  it  to  him,  and  we  generally  get  them  from  the  different  officers. 

Q.  Does  Mr,  Cooke  know  the  name  of  the  officer  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  name?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  it  your  impression  that  it  was  Mr.  Harttf— A.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Hartt. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  what  office  you  went  to  to  find  Mr.  Hoover  ? — A.  It  was  in  the 
main  building  at  the  gate,  where  the  paymaster  and  the  commodore  are.  It  must  have 
been  an  officer  of  construction ;  as  I  say,  we  always  go  to  the  office  from  whence  we 
sell  the  material. 

Q.  A  gentleman  in  the  construction-office,  sitting  at  the  desk,  told  Mr.  Hoover  to  show 
you  the  knees  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  that  gentleman  sitting  at  the  desk  7 — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  presume  that  it 
was  the  gentleman  who  had  charge  and  authority. 

Q.  The  chief  constructor  7 — A.  He  was  a  gentleman  writing  there,  and  I  supposed  that 
it  was  the  officer  in  charge.     Of  course,  as  I liave  said,  I  did  not  know  him. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  that  Mr.  Cooke  handed  you  this  book  with  the  knees  written  on 
it? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  announce  to  the  crowd  that  there  were  some  knees  added  to  the  catalogue 
that  would  be  sold  during  the  sale?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  did  not  announce  that  until  you  came  to  it — the  last  thing  7 — A.  It  strikes  me  I 
was  asked  once  or  twice  when  I  was  going  to  sell  the  knees. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  by  whomf — A.  No,  sir  ;  by  some  parties  in  the  crowd.  I  judged 
they  were  buyers.    I  have  no  recollection  of  who  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  And,  in  answer  to  the  question  put  to  you,  when  you  were  going  to  sell  the  knees,  you 
said,  when  you  got  to  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  Sometimes,  in  selling  there,  we  would  have  to 
go  from  one  part  of  the  yard  to  the  other. 


Philadelphia,  April  10, 1876. 
Nathaniel  McKay  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Are  you  at  present  residing  in  Philadelphia  ? — Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  7 — A.  I  am  work  at  League  Island  finishing  the  ship-houses. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  for  anything  since  1872? — ^A. 
I  have. 

Q.  State  them  in  their  order. — A.  July  22,  1875, 1  made  an  offer  to  take  down  and  re-erect 
two  ship-houses.  That  offer  was  made  to  Isaiah  Hanscom,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion and  Kepair  at  Washington. 

Q.  By  whose  invitation  or  request  did  you  make  that  offer  ? — ^A.  By  the  invitation  of  the 
Kavy  Department. 

Q.  In  what  form  was  that  invitation  extended  to  you  t — A.  I  have  forgotten  whether  it 
"^as  there  in  person  or  by  letter.  I  have  my  offer  of  July  22,  1875,  and  also  the  acceptance 
of  same,  dated  August  13,  1875.   They  are  as  follows : 

"Washington,  D.  C,  July 22, 1875. 

*'  Dear  Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  offer  the  following  amended  proposition  to  take  down 
the  two  ship-houses  now  in  tne  Philadelphia  navy-vard,  and  erect  the  same  at  the  League 
Island  navy-yard,  Pennsylvania,  I  to  do  all  the  wood-work,  erect  the  ship-houses,  and  furnish 
all  the  necessary  material  to  close  the  buildings  in,  and  complete  them  at  Left^^^  IsiAakAxv^  «i> 
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good  and  substantial  ntanner,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintending  naval  constructor, the 
Oovemment  to  do  all  the  transportation,  and  to  furnish  the  facilities  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
League  Island  yards,  as  may  be  required  for  doing  the  work. 
**The  entire  work  as  above  to  be  done  for  the  sum  of  $^^0,000. 
*'  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

*'N.  M.  McKAY. 
**  Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom, 

^^ Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair. 

*•  March  30, 1876.— Work  completed  to-day.  " 

•*Navy  Dkpartmekt, 
**  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

*'  Washington,  August  13, 1^75. 

'*  Sir  :  Your  proposal  of  the  29th  ultimo  to  remove  the  two  ship-houses  ^t  the  navy-jsrd 
«t  Philadelphia  to  Lfeague  Island  for  the  sum  of  ^30,000  has  been  received,  and  by  direction 
of  the  Department  is  accepted  according  to  the  following  specifications  and  general  stipula- 
tions, viz:  To  take  down  the  two  houses,  put  the  materials  on  board  of  scows,  Ught«r8,or 
other  vessels  which  may  be  furnished  by  the  Gk>vemment,  and  take  the  same  material  from 
the  scows,  lighters,  or  other  vessels,  and  erect  the  houses  at  League  Island  on  the  fouodatiooj 
prepared  by  the  Government  to  receive  them. 

'*  You  are  to  furnish  all  the  necessary  material,  of  good  quality,  required  to  replace  all 
broken,  split,  or  rotten  timber^or  boards  ;  to  do  all  the  work,  such  as  erecting,  bracing,  curving, 
hanging  doors,  windows  and  shatters,  and  complete  the  two  buildings  ready  for  use  in  a 
workmanlike  manner  and  satisfactory  to  the  superintendent  to  be  appointed  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  superintend  the  work.  You  are  to  commence  as  soon  as  officially  notified  that  the 
work  is  ready,  and  complete  the  same  in  four  months  from  the  time  of  commencing. 

"  Such  facilities  as  tools  and  machinery  as  can  be  spared  from  the  navy -yard  will  be  fur- 
nished you  while  prosecuting  the  work. 

"Payment  for  this  work  will  be  made  as  the  work  progresses,  upon  bills  certified 
by  the  superintendent  and  approved  by  the  commandant  of  th«  yard.  Please  signi/j  in 
writing  your  acquiescence  in  the  terms  proposed  in  this  letter  and  your  willingness  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  work. 

'*  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*»L  HANSCOM, 
''Chief  of  Bureau. 

"Nathaniel  McKay. 

*'  52  Broadway,  New  York:' 


Q.  What  was  the  date  of  your  next  contract  t — A.  My  next  offer  is  dated  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 22.  It  was  to  move  all  the  ordnance-stores  in  the  navy-yard.  It  was  sent  onFridaj 
night  to  Washington,  asking  Commodore  Jeffers  to  send  me  a  telegram,  so  that  I  could  com- 
mence Monday  morning. 

Q.  What  did  you  offer  to  do  that  for  ?— A.  Five  thousand  dollars.  There  were  about 
2,000  tons  of  stuff  to  remove  to  League  Island.    The  offer  and  acceptance  are  as  follows: 

**  New  York,  September,  22,  75. 

**  Coinmodore  W.  N.  Jeffers, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  D,  C: 

"  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  examined  all  the  material  belonging  to  your  department  in  the  Phil* 
adel^ia  yard,  and  made  all  the  calculations  upon  it  that  any  one  coula  make. 

"There  are  about  thirty  tons  of  lignum-vitse,  a  large  number  of  howitzers,  and  wo® 
large  gun-carriages,  I  should  think  twentv  in  all,  a  large  amount  of  shot  and  shell,  timbeft 
lumber,  tools,  lathes,  planers,  drills,  benches,  patterns,  and  all  the  tools  in  the  gun-shop,  to- 
ii  gether  with  all  the  material  on  the  new  purchase. 

\  **  I  will  remove  the  whole  lot  for  |5,000  to  the  navy-yard  at  League  Island,  furnish  the 

'  «cows  and  teams,  and  remove  it  from  the  scows  to  some  place  or  building  provided  by  yon  for 

the  reception  of  the  same  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  you  to  furnish  the  tug  to  tow  the  scowSi 
or  I  can  arrange  so  as  to  have  them  go  with  the  scows  now  loaded  with  the  building-materivt 
and  thereby  save  an  extra  expense  in  towing.  I  will  commence  on  the  25th  instant  and  p^^ 
men  enough  to  work  to  have  it  all  moved  in  thir^  days. 

"  I  saw  Captain  Cromwell  to-day  and  perceived  there  were  several  things  that  he  didoot 
include  in  his  report,  which  I  have  added.  He  is  of  opinion  that  he  cannot  remove  the  matenw 
nearly  as  cheap  as  I  can,  and  he  wished  me  to  sav  to  vou  that  he  desired  that  I  should  p^ 
the  contract,  as  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  do  it,  there  being  so  much  to  be  done. 

"  I  am  confident  that  it  would  cost  you  a  larger  amount  than  I  ha^e  asked,  for  the  teams 

and  scows  will  cost  me  a  considerable  sum,  as  I  could  not  bother  with  the  yard-teams*    . 

'*  Captain  Cromwell  has  gone  over  the  whole  matter  with  as  much  care  as  the  time  wotud 

perbiit,  counting  in  some  caft«&  l^ii  w  Vvs^nV^  \q^%  ^«t  ^^.-^  -s^vtii  a  ^iven  number  of  moD* 
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If  tbey  do  the*amoant  of  work  he  calculates,  \V»  more  than  I  can  get  out  of  mine  in  ten 
hours.  I  am  more  than  confident  that  Captain  Cromwell  has  not  made  a  liberal  e3timate.; 
&iid  if  any  other  officer  were  to  make  it,  I  am  sure  he  would  make  it  one-third  more  than  he 
bas. 

"If  you  conclude  to  award  me  the  contract,  please  send  me  a  telegram  to-morrow,  for  I 
want  to  send  to  Philadelphia  Friday  and  get  some  more  smart  riggers  to  go  to  work  on 
Monday. 

'» I  am, 

"NATHL.  McKAY. 

[Telegram.] 

**  Washington,  D.C.,  September  23,  75. 

"N.  McKay, 

**5i  Broadteay,  N,  Y. : 

•*Your  oflFer  of  yesterday  for  removal  of  ordnauce,  &c.,  stores  at  Philadelphia,  is  accepted. 

**  JEFFERS, 

**  Chief  of  Bureau/* 

Q-    What  was  your  next  proposition  T — A.  My  next  proposition  to  the  Navy  Department 
is  dated  Philadelphia,  October  7,  1875,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  to 
remote  from  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard  to  League  Island  and  place  in  a  building  provided 
&II    the  steam-machinery  in  their  department  and  in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard.    October 
i^  M.r.  Wood  wrote  me  a  letter  which  caused  me  to  modify  my  proposition.     The  corre- 
spondence upon  that  subject  is  as  follows : 


** Philadelphia,  October!,  1875. 
.  W.  W.  Wood,  Esq., 
*  *  Chief  of  Bureau  Steam' Engineering : 

*  Dear  Sir:  I  will  remove  from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  League  Island  navy- 
_  ^*  and  place  in  buildings  provided  by  you,  all  the  steam-machinery  you  have  in  your 
^^I>^i~tment  in  the  Philadelphia  navv-yard,  consisting.of  lathes,  planers,  shaftings,  drills, 
^^^.iix^.boilers  and  engines  that  run  shops,  engioeers' stores,  &c.,  for  the  sum  of  $14,250,  the 
tio-v^xnment  to  do  all  the  towing  and  furnish  the  facilities  of  the  yard. 
**  I  am, 

»*N.  MCKAY." 

*' Washington.  D.  C,  October  19,  1875. 

.    *"  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to  removing  articles  coming  under  the  cog- 

^^^^nce  of  your  bureau'from  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  League  Island,  is  received,  and  in 

repl^   thereto  I  hereby  make  the  following  amended  proposition,  viz :  I  will  take  all  the 

^^^^oles  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  which  are  to  be  removed  from  the 

P^&oe  or  places  in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  where  they  now  lie,  transport  the  same,  and 

Q^li  ver  them  at  League  Island  where  designated  by  the  superintending  engineer-officers,  free 

^t  ariy  additional  cost  to  the  Government  for  scows,  lighters,  teams,  &c.,  for  the  sum 

^*rti©d  in  my  proposition  of  the  7th  instant. 

**  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"NATHL.  McKAY. 
**  Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  8.  N., 

**  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam ^ Engineering,  Nary  Department.** 

"Navv  Department, 
*' Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering, 

*'  Washimiton,  November  2,  1675. 

"  Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  your  bid  for  moving  the 
articles  belonging  to  this  bureau  from  the  Philadelphia  to  the  League  ^Island  navy-yard, 
delivering  them  where  directed  by  the  superintending  engineer,  as  amended  to  ^13,000  for  the 
entire  work,  to  be  executed  trithin  fi/teen  days,  is  hereby  accepted,  and  the  commandant  of 
the  Philadelphia  navy -yard  has  been  notified  to  afford  you  a  tug  when  required  to  assist 
you  in  expediting  the  work,  provided  said  tug  be  not  otherwise  engaged,  together  with 
such  other  facilities  of  the  yard  as  may  be  needed  to  enable  you  to  do  the  work  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  All  expenses  to  be  at  your  cost 
*•  Respectfully, 

**W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

*•  Chief  of  Bureau, 
**N.  McKay, 

'*  Philadelphia,  Pa," 
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Q.  Did  you  make  a  proposition  to  throw  off  $1,450  7 — A.  I  went  to  Washin^on  in  person 
about  this  contract.  I  saw  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Wood  told  Mr.  Smith  to  award  me  the  contract. 
Somebody  in  Philadelphia  found  it  out.  I  was  the  lowest  bidder  by  two,  or  three,  or  four,  or 
five  hundred  dollars.  Thej  sent  word  back  immediately  that  they  would  take  it  for  $13,500  or 
$] 4,000,  but  it  hung  up  tor  a  long  time.  I  met  the  Secretary  here'.  He  said,  "I  will  give  you 
$10,000.  "  I  told  him  I  would  not  take  it.  I  said  finally,  * '  I  will  take  it  for  $13,000 ; "  and  he 
sat  down  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wood.  A  reply  came  back,  and  I  took  it  for  $13,000.  It 
was  unfair  and  unjust  for  me.  I  beat  five  or  six  others,  John  Linn,  Neafie,  and  others, 
whom  I  do  not  know.  I  wrote  that  proposition  on  the  teleerraph-table  at  the  Continental 
Hotel*    I  did  not  have  a  copy  of  it,  and  had  to  send  to  Mr.  Wood  to  fret  the  official  copy. 

Q.  Tou  entered  upon  and  discharged  that  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did,  in  the  best  possible 
way.  The  next  contract  is  dated  Washington,  November  24, 1676,  and  the  pspen»  relating 
thereto  are  as  follows  : 

"Washington,  D.  C,  November  24.  1876. 

**  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  proposition,  viz :  I  will  re- 
move from  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  League  Island  the  stores  in  the  store-houses  for 
$2,500 ;  all  tools,  &c.,  in  blacksmith-shop  for  the  sum  of  $3,500 ;  all  tools  in  the  iron-platine 
shop  for  $2,500 ;  iu  the  joiners*  shop  for  $1,500 ;  all  iron  in  the  store-house  for  $7,000 ;  and 
machinery,  engine.and  boilers  in  saw-mill  for  the  sum  of  $7,500 ;  also  all  the  coal  now  in  the 
yard  belonging  to  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  for  the  sum  of  $1,000 ;  and  engine  and 
boiler  in  joiner-shop  and  plating-shop  for  the  sum  of  $1,000,  including,  without  extra  chan;«, 
the  galvanizing-fumace  and  shears  and  punches  belonging  to  the  construction  department 
in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 

**A11  of  the  above  material  and  tools  to  be  placed  by  me  in  the  places  provided  for  them 
at  League  Island,  the  Government  to  furnish  the  towing  only.    I  will  agree   to  deliver  all 
the  material  and  tools  above  mentioned  or  referred  to  at  the  League  Island  yard  within  ten 
days  from  the  date  of  acceptance  of  this  proposition. 
**  I  am,  respectfully, 

*'NATHL.  MiKAY. 

•*  Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

*'Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair ,  Navy  Department.*^ 

**Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

''November  24,  1875. 

'*  Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  an  offer  from  Mr.  Nathl.  McKay  for  the  remoyal  of  con* 
struction  stores,  &c.,  from  the  yard  under  your  command  to  League  Island.  You  will  be 
good  enough  to  consult  with  the  naval  constructor,  and  make  the  best  terms  practicable  for 
the  removal  of  these  stores. 

**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"L  HANSCOM, 
"  Chi^f  of  Bureau, 
"  Commodore  G.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

**  Commanding  Navy-Yard^  Philadelphiaf  Pa/* 

recapitulation. 

Stores  in  store-houses $2,500  00 

Blacksmith-shop 3,500  00 

Iron-plating  shop 2.500  00 

Joiners*  shop   J, 500  00 

Iron  in  store-houses 7,000  00 

Saw-mill  and  engine • 7, 500  00 

Engine  in  joiner-shop 1,000  00 

Coal,  300tons 1,000  00 


26,500  00 


*' Naval  Constructor's  Office, 

"United  States  Navy- Yard, 

*'  PhUadelpkia,  November  25,  1875. 

'*  Sir  :  Referring  to  copy  of  offer  from  Mr.  McKay  inclosed  with  bureau  letter  of  24tb  in- 
stant, relative  to  Iremoval  of  stores,  &c.,  to  League  Island,  I  have  to  say  that  the  proposi- 
tion seems  to  be  fair,  with  the  exception  of  the  removal  of  the  stores  in  the  store-bouses,  which, 
from  the  fact  that  a  great  portion  of  them  have  been  moved  since  the  estimate  was  made,  is 
too  high. 

**lJpon  consulting  with  Mr.  McKay,  he  consents  to  remove  the  reverbefatory  furnace, 
steam-hammer,  pump,  and  also  boring-machine  under  the  sail-loft,  and  all  other  tools  be- 
iojQging  to  constmctioii  and  iepavc«,  «.Tid  iiQV«ti>rav^i^\jtA/\\v^^\i%\dfttation  of  the  above  fact. 
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In  that  case  the  total  cost  of  the  removal  of  stores,  iucludinsr  the  above,  will  be  $:3,50O,  the 
other  items  remaining  the  eame,  makinji^an  ajj^gregate  of  $-^,500.    As  the  order  is  impera- 
tive to  remove  the  stores  at  once,  the  offer  of  Mr.  McKay  is  considered  reasonable. 
**  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*' EDWARD  HARTT, 
** Naval  Conslructur,  United  Utatts  Navu. 

**  Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

** Commandant  Najoy-Yard^  Fhiladelphia.^* 

**  1  hereby  fully  agree  to  all  the  provisions  of  thii  letter. 

••NATHL.  McKAY." 

Q.  What  was  your  next  contract  ? — A.  My  next  contract  and  the  correspondence  relating 
thereto,  are : 

"jeHILADELPHlA,PA.,  December  9 ^  1875. 

**  Dear  Sir*.  I  would  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  proposition  to  remove  from 
the  Ptiiladelphia  navy-yard  to  the  naval  station  at  League  Island  the  following  m>iterial  be- 
longing to  your  bureau,  and  put  them  in  such  a  place  or  places  as  provided  for  them  at 
League  Island,  viz : 

**A11  the  live-oak  remaining  in  the  yard,  |2,250  ;  white-pine  deck-plank,  $1,500;  white-oak 
plank,  $2,650;  yellow-pine  timber  on  'new  purchase,'  $3,200;  all  the  knees,  $550;  whito- 
oak  timber  on  *new  purchase,'  $1,750;  treenails,  $650;  shores,  $1,500;  timber  in  yard, 
yellow  pine  of  various  kinds,  $2,()00 ;  blocking  in  yard,  and  used  on  the  Constitution, 
and  lannching-ways  after  the  ship  is  launched,  $3,200 ;  all  the  lauuching-ways^in  the  yard, 
|550  ;  to  remove  all  launching-ways  and  blocking  after  the  Constitution  is  launched,  and 
transporting  the  same  to  League  Island,  and  that  on  the  sectional  dry-dock  used  for  launch- 
ing the  Constitution,  $1,500. 

*'NATHL.  McKAY. 

*'  Chief  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

''Chief  of  Bureau,  Ifashington,  D.  C." 

RECAPITULATION. 

r,ive-oaK $2,250  00 

White-pine  deck-plank 1 1,500  00 

White-oak  plank 2,650  00 

Yellow-pine  timber  on  new  purchase 3,200  00 

All  theknees : 550  00 

White-oak  timber  on  new  purchase 1, 750  00 

Treenails 650  00 

Shores 1,500  00 

Timber,  yellow  pine  of  various  kinds 2, 000  00 

Blocking  in  yard,  used  on  the  Constitution,  and  launch-ways  after  the  ship  is 

launched 3,200  00 

All  the  launching-ways  in  yard 550  00 

To  remove  all  the  blocking  and  ways  after  the  Constitution  is  launched,  transport- 
ing the  same  to  League  Island,  and  that  on  sectional  dry-dock 1,500  00 

21,300  00 

*'  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  14, 1875. 

*'  Dear  Sir  :  I  would  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  proposition,  to  remove  from 
the  Philadelphia  navy -yard  to  the  naval  station  at  League  Island  the  following  materials 
belonging  to  construction  and  repair,  and  put  them  in  such  a  place  or  places  as  may  be 
designated  or  provided  for  them  at  League  Island,  viz  : 

**  All  the  live-oak  remaining  in  the  yard,  $2,250. 

**  All  the  white-pine  deck-plank,  $1,500. 

''  All  the  white-oak  plank,  $2,650. 

**  All  the  yellow-pine  timber  on  *new  purchase,'  $3,200. 

'* All  theknees,  $550. 

"All  the  white-oak  timber  on  *new  purchase,*  $1,750. 

*'  All  the  treenails,  $650. 

"All  the  shores,  $1,500. 

*'  AH  the  timber  in  the  yard,  yellow  pine  and  various  kinds,  $2,000. 

"  Block  in  the  yard  and  used  on  the  Constitution,  and  launchiug-ways  after  the  ship  is  ,. 
launched,  $.t,200. 

"  All  the  launching-ways  in  the  yard,  S550. 

"To  remove  all  lauDching-w&ys  and  blocking  after  i\\©  Coii%l\^\iXACi\i  \^  \w^i»R^cv^^^ ^xA 
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transportiDg  the  same  to  League  Island,  and  that  on  sectional  dry-dock,  used  for  Uanchiog 
the  Constitution,  $1,500. 

"  The  Government  to  fnmidh  the  towing  only. 

"  And  I  further  agree  to  remove  all  material'  belonging  to  construction  department,  of 
whatever  nature  or  description,  whether  it  is  named  in  this  proposition  or  not ;  also  to  put 
on  board  the  Constitution,  or  wherever  else  required,  the  tanks  and  ballast  belonging  to 
that  vessel,  without  further  or  extra  charge. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

*'N.  McKAY. 
*•  Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preblf,  U.  S.  N.. 

•*  Commandant  Navy-Yard^  League  Island^  Pa." 

"Commandant's  Office,  League  Isl\nd, 

**  December  14, 1875. 
**SiR :  You  are  informed  that  your  offer  of  this  date  relative  to  the  removal  of  construction 
material  to  League  Island  is  accepted,  and  you  will  commence  work  at  once,  subject,  bow- 
ever,  to  the  approval  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

**In  reply  to  your  note,  I  have  instructed  Captain  De  Krafft  and  Civil  Engineer  Stratton 
to  give  you  all  the  facilities  in  their  power,  not  interfering  with  the  landing  and  placing  of 
the  bricks  and  material  under  the  contract  of  Mr.  Rice. 
**  Respectfully,  (fee, 

"GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

' '  Commodore^  Commandimg. 
"Mr.  N.  McKay, 

''  Philadelphia,  Par 

•  

Q.  Were  there  any  competitors  for  this  last  job  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Were  there  any  for  tne  previous  ones  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Rice  compete  with  you  ? — A.  Mr.  Rice,  after  I  had  got  this  contract  half 
done,  came  in  and  made  a  bid  that  he  would  do  the  balance  of  the  work  for  |l 0,000.  That 
is  the  contract  for  $21,300.    The  commodore  accepted  my  proposition. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  That  was  for  lumber? — A.  Yes;  for  all  material  in  the -yard  remaining  there.  When 
Mr.  Rice  sent  on  the  offer,  and  Hanscom  sent  back  word  to  Commodore  Preble  that  he  was 
at  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  my  proposition  for  |21,300,  the  result  was  that  Commodore 
Preble  sent  down  the  order  to  me  to  stop  immediately,  after  accepting  my  proposition  once 
in  writing,  when  I  had  it  half  done.  The  marices  were  broaght  out  for  that  purpoae. 

Q.  Why  did  he  do  that? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you,  except  because  Rice  had  offered  to  do  it 
for  a  less  price.  I  said  that  he  could  not  break  a  contract  once  entered  into.  Then  I  took 
a  contract  from  the  Navy  Department  for  $10,000  to  remove  the  balance  of  the  atuflf.  Then 
Commodore  Preble  had  put  a  board  on  to  know  what  I  had  moved  on  the  first  contract,  and 
it  came  to  very  nearly  as  much  as  one-half  of  the  contract  and  a  Httle  more,  allowing  me 
for  my  damages  for  one  day's  delay.  I  had  to  pour  the  men  in  the  gate  as  fast  as  they  came 
on  this  work.    It  was  done  like  lightning. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  This  last  contract  is  one  for  removing  lumber  ? — A.  Everything  in  the  yard.  It  in- 
cluded everything.    It  was  for  $21,300. 

Q.  Have  you  executed  that  contract? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Have  you  received  your  pay  f — A.  I  have  not.  I  have  no  more  contracts,  except  a 
small  matter  of  tinning  a  roof;  that  was  about  $1,200. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  written  contract,  was  it  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  also  got  $2,500  for  tinning  and 
putting  a  floor  and  partition  in  a  ship- house. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  purchase  of  anygoods  from  the  navy-yard  T — A.  I  did.  About  the 
15th  day  of  September,  1875,  I  was  in  Washington.  I  had  made  an  offer  to  Commodore 
Jeffers  for  some  bronze-metal  that  they  had  in  the  yard,  taken  off  of  gun-carriages,  &c.  I 
think  it  was  about  14  or  15  cents  that  I  offered  for  it.  When  the  Antietam  was  sold,  the 
bronze-metal  brought  16f  cents  a  pound.  I  think  there  was  about  $30,000  worth  of  it  sold 
at  that  time  to  Charles  Purves  &  Co. 

Q.  What  is  the  ordinary  market-price  for  it? — A.  That  is  the  highest  in  the  world  that 
could  be  got  at  auction  for  it. 

Q.  The  highest  that  could  be  got  in  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Anywhere.  You  may  retail  it 
by  the  hundred  pounds  and  get  a  half  cent  or  more,  perhaps,  a  pound. 

Q.  You  think  it  brought  the  highest  price  that  could  be  obtained  ? — A.  Yes.    I  told  him  I 


yard  at  16|  cents  per  pound,  and  will  also  deliver  to  you  the  magazine-doors  at  12  cents 
per  pound,  in  accordance  \s'\l\i  "jowx  ^TevXovii^  QS^«t»— ^\\\\».xsvN»  Jeffees,  Chief  of  Bureau." 
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The  magazine-doors  were  made  out  of  lead  and  brass  mixed  together.  I  sold  it  in  New- 
York  for  13  cents  a  poond.  I  ^ave  my  check  before  I  took  it  out  of  the  yard  for  $2,100.  I 
received  in  New  York  a  check  for  it  for  $2,0()9.  I  did  not  make  a  hundred  dollars  on  the 
whole  transaction,  because  they  gavo  me  a  little  rebate  on  the  lead  that  was  on  the  doors. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  composition — the  brass  f — A.  I  turned  it  over  to  Seyfert , 
McManus  &  Co.,  and  they  sold  it. 

Q.  What  was  your  relation  with  that  firm  ? — A.  My  relation  to  that  firm  is  just  like  this : 
I  did  not  have  the  money  to  put  into  the  brass  to  buy  all  the  material  in  the  navy-yard, 
and  Mr.  Seyfert  says,  **  I  will  furnish  a  part  of  the  money  if  you  will  ;**  and  we  went  to- 
gether and  bouffht  the  material. 

Q.  Then,  although  you  bought  it,  he  was  interested  with  you  ? — A.  Yes,  in  every  pound. 

Q.  And  you  turned  it  over  to  him  7 — A.  Every  cent — all  but  the  magazine-doors,  which  I 
sent  to  New  York.     I  have  the  bill  of  the  bronze,  $26,708.04.     That  has  been  paid  for. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  buy  from  the  Government  ? — A.  I  bought,  November  19,  387.5,  at 
suction  in  the  navy-yard,  scrap-iron,  33  tons,  at  $22.50 — $742.50;  iron  boiler-tubes,  35,105 
pounds,  at  2f  cents  a  pound— $965.40 ;  it  was  a  very  large  price  ;  there  was  no  money  in 
it;  bearings,  $400;  marine-boilers,  25  tons  each,  50  tons,  $19  a  ton— $950.  I  had  to  cut 
them  up.  I  gave  $6  a  ton  to  cut  them  up,  and  had  to  haul  them  out  of  the  yard,  and  sold 
them  for  about  $30. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  ? — A.  Two  monitor  boilers.  Gideon  Welles  had  them  made,  and 
they  were  never  eood  for  anything.  Two  marine  boilers,  40  tons  each,  80  tons,  $46  a  ton, 
amoontine  to  $3,680  ;  one  had  brass  tubes,  and  the  other  had  iron ;  one  is  $46  a  ton,  and 
the  other  ll9  a  ton.  I  bid  for  the  boilers  among  hundreds  of  people.  All  the  auctions  went 
that  way.  )  had  no  combination  with  anybody  whatever.  I  went  there  to  buy  the  material, 
and  I  bought  number  58^,  ships'  knees,  $110. 

Q.  How  many  knees  ? — A.  I  think  there  were  400  or  500  of  them.  Cylinder  and  air- 
pump,  $2,200  :  ditto,  $2,450 ;  counterbalance,  $380.  This  matter  of  the  $2,^00  and  the  * 
f2,450,  and  the  $380,  making  $5,030,  was  bought  by  a  man  named  Hobbs,  who  was  there. 
Afterward  I  bought  Hobbs  off.  I  think  I  paid  him  about  $500  for  his  bargain.  The  two 
lots  were  put  in  together  and  turned  over  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &.  Co.,  and  the  stuff  has 
been  sold  all  over  the  country.  In  all  the  lots  together  there  may  have  been  1,000  tons  of 
iron. 

Q.  Were  those  goods  all  bought  on  one  day  ? — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  All  delivered  from  the  vard  to  your  partner  f — A.  Yes  ;  everything  was  delivered  in 
the  yard.  We  cut  it  up  in  tne  yard,  and  passed  it  out  of  the  gate  by  load.  Every  load  had 
to  be  passed  out  of  the  gate  separately. 

Q.  Did  everything  that  you  nought  there  that  you  huve  now  been  reading  go  out  of  the  . 
gate?— A.  Most  all.  ^Some  went  by  barge.    Some  went  to  Trenton  and  some  went  to 
Wilmington. 

Q.  Now  to  return  to  the  knees.  How  many  knees  were  there  ?— A.  I  think  between  five 
and  six  hundred  knees. 

Q.  What  was  the  statement  of  the  auctioneer  as  to  knees  at  the  time  they  were  put  up  ? — 
A.  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  going  to  be  any  knees  sold.  I  supposed  that  auction  was 
all  over.  Somebody  ran  up  in  the  office  in  the  yard  and  told  me  there  were  going  to  be 
some  knees  sold.  I  ran  down  into  the  yard.  They  could  not  find  what  pile  of  knees  was 
to  be  sold  for  a  long  time.  Finally  the  auctioneer  came  along  and  said  this  was  the  pile  to 
be  sold.  An  Irishman  sat  there  and  bid  $100  on  them,  and  I  bid  $110,  and  they  were  knocked 
down  to  me. 

Q.  How  old  were  they  ? — A.  Some  of  them  were  fifty  years  old,  and  some  of  them  were 
twenty  years  old.  Some  may  be  ten  years  old  ;  I  think  none  less  than  ten.  I  have  been 
offered  $AOu  for  them. 

Q.  Where  are  they  now  ?— A.  Down  at  Queen-street  wharf.  A  part  of  them  are  at 
McCahan*s  stable-yard,  stowed  away.    I  had  to  take  them  away. 

Q.  Had  they  ever  beeu  used  before  ? — A.  Most  of  them  had  not  been  used.  Some  of  them 
came  out  of  the  Nebraska.  I  have  had  two  men  from  Boston  to  examine  the  knees — George 
McQuestion,  a  timber-dealer,  and  Charles  West,  a  timber-inspector.  I  told  them  I  thought 
I  could  sell  them  the  knees  and  make  some  money,  and  they  both  went  back  disgusted. 

Q.  Were  there  any  more  knees  put  on  to  your  pile  after  the  auction  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never, 
that  I  know  of 

Q.  Were  they  all  there  on  the  day  of  the  auction — every  knee  which  you  ever  took  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir.    I  gave  a  man  twenty-five  cents  apiece  to  haul  them  out. 

Q.  How  much  did  the  knees  cost  where  they  are  now  ?— A.  They  cost  me,  where  they  are, 
pertiaps  three  hundred  dollars,  and  probably  more  with  the  storage. 

Q.  Did  you  not  transport  knees  to  the  new  navy-yard  7— A.  I  never  in  my  life  sold  or  trans- 
ported or  delivered  one. 

Q.  Did  you  not  under  your  contract  ? — A.  No,  lir.     I  never  had  any  contract  for  knees. 

Q.  Were  there  not  some  knees  removed  with  the  timber  ?— A.  Yes ;  there  were  knees  re- 
moved down  there.  I  did  that.  I  transported  knees  under  my  contract.  I  transported  all 
that  there  were  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Where  were  these  knees  ? — A.  They  were  in  tbe  yard  on  l\\e  u^yi  ^uiOsi^b.^^,  «>a  ^^^^. 


[toana* :  a  oia  Doners,  <asu.  i  iulur  iiiej  Deiang;ea  lo  jaras  uia  aocis.  i  diq  lue  d 
price  Tor  them  and  for  everything.  I  w>nt  lo  B&j'  here  tliat  there  was  do  combioat 
the  yard  of  anj  Dame  or  oatDre.  I  have  been  cliar^;^  nith  combination  in  the  dbtj 
There  U  ao  such  thing.  Mr.  Hobbs  came  to  me  the  day  the  auction  waa  over.  He  I 
I  had  seeu  70a  before  ire  conld  have  made  ft  lot  of  mone;  .     I  told  him  I  had  gone  tl 

"    " that  my  bids  and  actions  wore  I 

a  gua  in  the  groand,  and  a  lot 


eiEhed  in  the  purchase.  In  the  first  place,  the  scow  was  measured  nhen  she  uri' 
the  dock.  The  iron  was  put  on  board  of  her,  and  then  she  was  meaaurpd  afterward, 
thirty-three  tons  were  charged  to  me,  and  there  was  a  balance  of  {10  due,  and  Mr.  K 
would  not  let  the  scow  go  nntil  1  Rave  bim  a  check  for  that  sam. 

Q.  Did  jou  have  more  than  one  scow-load  of  scrap-iron  T— A.  Not  that  I  rememb 
had  only  one  scow-load  of  [bat  J  I  oCfered  (0  pay  Mr.Newellto  go  himself  or  send 
where  the  scow  was  going,  to  weigh  the  iron  and  take  the  weight  after  il  got  ont  of  Ibe 
It  could  not  be  weighed  in  the  7ard,  becanse  the  scale  was  taken  down ;  he  would  n 
that,  but  went  to  work  and  weighed  it  in  the  scow.  He  beat  himself  out  of  aboat  $40. 
Government  lost  about  (10  in  that  transaction. 

Q.  That  is  to  sa^,  it  did  not  weigh  as  mnch  at  tbe  other  endf— A.  It  did  not  wei 
macb  as  1  got  lor  it  bj  two  tans,  or  t40.  Now,  the  tubes  were  £900,  and  something  oi 
told  Newell  I  put  the  money  np  for  the  tabes,  and  as  Ihej  went  to  the  warehouse  he 
*  send  his  man  up  and  weigh  them,  and  he  said  they  should  not  go  out  of  the  yard  ni 
money  was  paid,  and  I  received  a  bill  and  gave  uim  a  check  tor  Sdri,  his  weight, 
when  they  went  up  and  were  weighed,  1  had  the  bill  receipted,  aud  Mr.  Newell  heat  hi 
out  of  tl  19  for  hia  meanness. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  he  had  to  pay  yon  back  that  amount  ? — A.  No  ;  I  got  more 
him,  because  he  wonld  not  allow  me  lo  deposit  Ihe  money  and  take  the  tubes  oat. 

Q.  In  that  scrap-iron,  whs  there  any  whole  bar-iron  T — A.  No,  sir :  I  (never  rece 
pound  of  bar-iron  m  my  life  ;  the  bar-iron  went  out  of  the  yard  to  Sejfert,  McManns 

Q.  Did  you  purchase  any  scrap-iron, bar-iron,  that" eni  to  Sevfert,  McMauud  &Co 
No,  air :  not  a  pound. 

Q-  Who  did  T— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  har-iron  so  to  Seyferl,  McManua  &  Co.  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  whose  orders  I— A.  1  do  not  know  that,  I  am  sure- 

Q.  Did  vou  carry  it  t— A.  I  or —  ■•■-' 

Q.  Did  It  go  in  yonr  scows  I— 

Q.  Did  not  it  go  on  to  your  co 
for  a  pound  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  il  went  there  T— A.  It  went  io  the  scows. 

g.  Whose  scows  were  they  7— A.  Their  own. 

Q,  Have  they  anf  contract  wilh  Ihe  DepartmenI  ?— A.  They  hav 
Department  to  faniish  new  iron  for  old ;  they  take  old  iron  and  replace  il  with  n 
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Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
United  StaUs  Xavy-Yard,  Philadelphia,  November  23, 1875. 

Nathaniel  MeKaji  to  B$ureau  qf  Ordnance,  Dr. 

1875. 
Sept.  29.  To   20,000  pounds  bronze. 

Oct.  4,  5.  To    15,000  pounds  bronze. 

Nov.  10.  To     9,810  pounds  bronze. 

Not.  19,20,22.  To  118,869  pounds  bronze. 

Total,  163,679  ®  16|  cents 126,802  43 

To  312  pounds  lead,  excess  attached  to  magazine-doors,  sold 

October29,  1875,'®  61  cents 19  50 

'  26,821  93 

Cr. 

By  312  pounds  magazine-doors  sold  October  29,   <® 

12  cents, $.37.44 

By  labor  in  removinff  lead  attached  to  magazine-doors . .  16.45 

53  89 

Amountdue 26,768  04 

B.  J.  CROMWELL, 
Commander  and  Inspector  of  Ordnance, 
approved. 

GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

Commodore,  Commanding. 
^X^eceiyed  the  above. 

W.  W.  HILL. 

Philadelphia,  November  19,  1875. 
cKaj  bought  of  Samuel  Cook,  auctioneer,  124  South  Front  street : 

L  Scrap  wrought-iron,  33  tons,  22.50 $742  50 

►,  Iron  boiler-tubes,  35,105  pounds,  2f l 965  40 

■  **.  Bearings,  & 400  00 

^  ^>«  2  marine  boilers,  (25  y.  ea.,)  50  tons.  19.00 950  00 

■^.  2  marine  boilers,  (40  L.)  80  tons,  46.00 3,680  00 

5®-^-  Knees. 110  00 

6, 847  90 

PliiLADELPHU,  October  19,  1875. 
^cKaj,  Hobbs,  bought  of  Samuel  C.  Cook,  auctioneer,  124  South  Front  street : 

^^.  2  cylinder  air-pumps,  lot $2,200 

^^.  Cylinder  air-pumps,  lot 2,450 

^^  2  counter-balances 380 

5,030 
Received  payment  in  full  from  N.  McKay. 
Kovember  24. 

W.  W.  HILL. 

Philadelphia,  October  27, 1875. 
McKay  bought  of  Samuel  C.  Cook,  auctioneer,  124  South  Front  street : 

32.  Thimbles,  336,  J..... $2  94 

37.  Haversacks,  bags,  &c.,  lot 8  00 

52.  Thimbles,  4,800,i 42  00 

47.  Wrought-iron  shot,  &c.,  13,440,  H 218  40 

49.  Cast  iron,  2,240,  J 19  60 

50.  Grape-stands,  18,000, -ft 144  00 

.51.  Canister-baUs,  103,000,  A S>27  00 

24.  Old  boilers,  lot 520  00 

2li.  Old  tin 13  00 

B.  Mia.  170 J  pt.  3 18 
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United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  Island^  December  24,  It 

Nathaniel  McKay  to  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Dh. 

Pounda. 

22  guns..' 129,930 

1,175  :«.pounder  shot  and  shell,  ar.28th 32,900 

76  9-inch  shell,  670= 5,092 

4  15.inch  shell,  330= 1,320 

169,342 
75-ftVirtons,   ^^ 


u 


% 

Is 


ID 


Q.  The  qaestion  is  whether  that  bar-iron  went  in  the  same  scows  which  joo  used  in  y 
own  business. — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
Q.  Did  you  put  any  of  that  iron  on  board  the  scows  for  them  f — A.  When  the  iron 

Soing  to  League  Island,  Reynolds  said  they  were  groing  to  take  this  bar-iron  which 
lere,  and  of  course  I  had  to  remove  it  out  of  the  building,  and  put  it  on  board  the  sco 
on  their  teams.    It  was  delivered  on  board  of  the  scows,  and  was  in  their  warehouse, 
any  further  than  that  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.    I  bad  to  get  it  out  of  the  warehoi 

Q.  You  gave  it  to  their  teams  ? — A.  Yes  ;  because  John  Rice  was  pulling  the  bnildi 
off  over  my  head.  That  went  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  My  contract  was  to  remove 
the  iron.    There  was  not  much  or  it ;  a  few  short  bars. 

Q.  You  say  that  no  bar-iron  came  into  your  custody  7 — A.  Not  a  pound. 

Q.  Have  you  settled  with  Seyfert  &  McManus? — A.  I  have  not.  «^^^- 

Q.  Have  you  a  balance  of  profits  f — A.  I  doubt  whether  I  shall  ever  receive  a  cent  o^^^i^ 
I  have  never  received  one  yet,  so  far. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  there  is  not  a  profit  f — A.  I  doubt  whether  there  is  a  cent.   I 
pretty  good  fight  on  hand  to  get  my  own  out  of  it,  and  I  have  not  yet.   I  got  30,000  poi 
of  metal  and  shipped  it  to  New  York,  and  g^t  about  square  out  of  my  account ;  profits  I ' 
never  received.  . 

Q.  What  other  articles  than  the  ship-knees  and  magazine-doors  which  yon  purchased        _J^^ 
auction  ever  came  into  your  exclusive  possession  personally  ?    The  ship-knees  you  bou|       '""^ 
at  auction  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  the  magazine-doors  at  auction  7 — A.  I  bought  them,  as  I  have  stated 
my  list,  for  12  cents  a  pound,  by  an  offer  to  Commodore  Jeffers. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  gun-carriages  7 — A.  I  bought  all  th 
from  Commodore  Jeffers  last  April. 

Q.  How  many  7 — A.  Sixteen  iron  gun-carriages,  t*^0  a  ton. 

Q.  They  were  old,  were  they  f — A.  Yes  ;  I  have  them  now  in  store-house  at  the  Qui 
street  wharf. 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  for  them  T— A.  $20  a  ton— ^1, 094. 

Q.  What  property,  it  any,  which  you  owned,  or  which  you  purchased  at  the  Navy 
partmeut,  have  you  deposited  at  the  Queen-street  wharf  7 — A.  None  but  what  is  contained 
the  schedule,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  Storage  Department,  Pa.  Warehousing 

"  AMD  Safe  Deposit  Company, 

(*'  Southwest  corner  Delaware  avenue  and  Queen  streets.) 

"  PkOaddphia,  JUarek  9,  1875. 

**  Dear  SfR :  We  have  now  in  store  for  you,  73  cases  merchandise,  ship-kneea,  16  trucks, 
1  pinch-bar,  12  wooden  rollers,  12  lumber  cant-bars,  2  rope-falls,  and  4  blocks ;  and  at  the 
other  warehouse,  the  gun-caniages ;  this  Js  all  we  have  ever  received  from  yoa. 
**  Yours,  respectfully, 

"G.  E.  ETTING. 
**N.  McKay,  Philadelphia.'* 

Q.  What  is  in  the  cases  referred  to  there  f — A.  Wheels,  and  one  thing  and  another  be- 
longing to  the  gun-carriages.     They  were  brass,  &c, 

Q.  And  what  was  the  total  amount  of  your  several  contracts  for  moving  f — ^A.  $96,800. 

Q.  You  have  now  stated  all  the  purchases  of  articles  at  the  auction  or  private  sale  of 
property  belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  for  all  the  goods  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Andyou  have  performed  all  the  contracts  t — A.  I  have*;  all  but  ^re  or  ten  men  finish- 
ing up  the  ship-houses  at  League  Island. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  Uma  iivake  any  offer  to  any  gentleman  not  to  bid  for  the  removal  of 
any  portion  of  these  ^^oodttl — k,  lii«s«i  ^A. 
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Q.  Did  jon  talk  with  Mr.  Rice  7— A.  I  did. 

Q.  I  mean  with  reference  to  moving^  the  building^.  I  do  not  mean  TOods,  bat  work  done. 
I>ld  you  make  any  saj^f^stion  to  any  person  not  to  bid  a^inst  yon  for  the  removal  of  the 
l>iiildin^s  and  the  inaterialf — A.  I  never  made  any  suggestion  to  anybody  not  to  bid 
against  the  removal  of  the  buildinfi^. 

Q.  What  offer  did  you  make  to  Mr.  Rice  ?~A.  There  was  no  offer  made  to  him. 
Q.  State  the  conversation  yon  had  with  him. — A.  The  conversation  I  had  with  him  was 
as  to  who  should  have  the  work  in  the  navy-yard ;  whether  it  would  be  Mr.  Rice  or  myself. 
Bf  r.  Rice  wanted  about  $25,000  for  his  bid  ;  he  thought  he  could  make  more  money  than 
tbat.  I  told  him  that  it  would  not  bear  it,  and  that  it  was  no  use  to  talk 'about  it — to  drop 
it. 

Q.  Did  you  makb  any  suggestion  as  to  what  yon  would  be  willing  to  pay  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  did. 

Q.  Did  not  you  make  him  au  offer  of  $15,000  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  did.  He  wanted  so 
much  it  was  not  worth  talking  about. 

Q.  What  was  the  bid  you  wanted  him  to  give  up  f — A.  I  did  not  want  him  to  give  up 
fioy. 

Q.  You  wanted  to  buy  him  out,  or  his  bid,  if  he  got  it  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  not  to  bid  T — A.  No  ;  of  coarse  we  should  all  bid  ;  but  he  wanted  so  much, 
and  thought  he  had  so  much  more  influence  than  anybody  else  in  Philadelphia  that  he 
mrould  procure  the  contract  anyhow. 

Q.  Did  he  state  any  price  he  was  willing  to  let  you  have  it  for  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  $*25,- 
000  talked. 

Q.  Who  talked  it ;  you  or  he  f — A.  He. 
Q.  How  much  did  you  talk  7 — A.  Not  so  much  as  that. 
Q.  Well,  how  much  7— A.  I  do  not  know.    We  might  have  talked  $10,000. 
Q.  Don't  you  think  you  talked  $20,0007— A.  Well,  now,  I  guess  not. 
<2*  Do  you  remember  about  it  7 — A.  I  was  mad  at  the  time,  and  told  him  to  go  the  devil. 
It  was  more  than  he  was  worth.    In  the  first  place  he  would  not  stay  bought,  and  in  the 
second  place  he  was  not  worth  buying. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  make  an  attempt  to  arrange  it  with  him  7 — A.  We  talked  it  over  a 
little  while.  It  would  have  been  better  for  the  Qovemment  if  they  had  got  me  to  do  it.  He 
mashed  it  all  to  pieces. 

<2.  You  got  only  the  ship-houses  7 — A.  I  took  them  down  and  put  them  up.  He  got  the  ^ 
feet  of  the  contract.  He  got  the  contract  to  remove  all  the  brick  buildings,  and  he  took 
tliem  down  with  a  vengeance.  1  had  six  of  the  best  men  in  New  York  bid  on  those  build- 
i^^.  They  did  not  know  anvthing  except  to  tear  down  old  buildinc^s  and  put  them  up 
&^ain,  and  the  lowest  bid  I  had  was  $5(5,000.  I  offered  to  do  it  for  $57,000.  Rice  offered 
to  do  it  for  $32,500,  and  they  had  better  have  thrown  it  in  the  river. 

Q.  Did  you  bid  as  low  as  you  were  willing  to  take  them  down  at  7 — A.  I  was  willing  to 
take  those  buildings  down  and  make  $750. 

Q.  Were  you  not  invited  to  make  a  bid  for  taking  down  those  buildings,  transporting 
them,  and  re-erecting  them  f — A.  I  was,  and  I  made  it. 

Q.  What  was  your  offer  7 — A.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  whole  job. 
Q.  Mr.  Rice  bid  against  you  in  that,  did  he  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  bid  to  take  them  down,  transport  them,  and  put  them  up  f — A.  He  bid 
$^,000  to  take  them  down,  and  $116,000  to  put  them  up.  I  was  above  him  in  my  bid  to 
take  down.  My  bid  to  take  down  was  $57,000,  and  my  bid  to  put  up  was  $92,000,  so  I  was 
ahead  of  him  to  re-erect  them  about  $23,000. 

Q.  Bnt  on  the  whole  bid  he  was  under  you  about  $2,000  7 — ^A.  On  the  whole  bid  about 
tl;^00  or  $1,300. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  the  Department  changed  and  called  for  a  bid  in  specific  matters  7 — 
A.  I  do  not  know  any  more  than  you  do* 

Q.  When  you  put  in  your  bid  the  first  time  was  there  any  subdivision  of  it  7 — A.   No,  sir. 
I  put  in  no  bid  until  that  was  put  in  in  that  way. 
Q.  You  knew  that  he  bid,  did  you  not  7 — ^A.  I  knew,  of  course.    We  all  had  to  bid  alike. 
Q.  You  do  not  get  at  my  meaning.     Were  you  not  first  called  upon  to  give  an  estimate 
of  what  you  would  take  it  down,  transport  it,  and  re-erect  it  for  in  one  item? — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  we  were.     I  do  not  think  we  were. 

Q.  But  at  some  time  you  did  make  tbat  subdivision  7 — A.  I  am  the  first  individual  who 
ever  made  a  figure  on  moving  the  ship-houses  in  the  navy-yard,  and  I  lost  it  all  because  it 
was  done  for  nothing. 
Q.  Why  did  yon  lose  it  7 — A.  Because  it  was  done  so  cheap. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  did  not  get  fair  pay  for  it? — ^A.  I  did  not  get  any  of  it, 
because  it  was  done  cheaper  than  anybody  could  do  it  properly. 

Q.  You  did  do  itf — A.  I  did  not.  I  did  the  ship-houses.  I  am  the  first  man  who  ever 
made  a  suggestion  about  moving.  I  thought  I  could  move  these  buildings  and  take  them 
down,  and  I  brought  some  men  nere,  afraid  that  the  Philadelphians  would  scalp  me,  and^ot 
)ome  men  from  New  York  to  give  me  their  figpires.    Six  of  them  c:am^  V^t^  ^\i^  ^^^.ca^  ^^ 
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buildings  off,  and  at  noon  they  measured  them  and  estimated  about  six  millions  of  bricb  in 
those  walls,  and  on  that  they  made  an  estimate  to  me. 
Q.  Yon  bid  for  the  ship-houses  first  T — A.  I  took  a  contract  to  take  the  ship-houses  down 

first. 

Q.  Was  there  any  competing  bid  on  the  ship-houses  f — A.  I  did  not  know  what  bids  there 
were  until  the  other  day  I  went  to  Washington  and  got  at  who  the  competing  bidders  were. 

Q.  Were  you  the  lowest  bidder  T — A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  many  were  competing  with  yon  T — A.  There  were  three  bidders. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  interested  in  those  parties  in  any  way  T — A.  I  never  saw  them  in  my  life, 
and  do  not  know*  anything  about  them. 

Q.  Did  you  obtain  from  the  navy -yard  any  property  not  named  by  you  here?— A.  Not 
one  cent* s  worth,  directly  or  indirectly. 

Q.  You  are  aware  that  yon  have  been  charged  in  the  public  prints  with  having  taken  Urge 
quantities  of  material  from  the  yard  which  you  did  not  buy  T— A.  I  am  aware  of  that  chsrge. 

Q.  What  is  the  fact? — A.  The  fact  is  I  never  received  even  an  atom  out  of  the  yard, be- 
cause what  I  bought  I  paid  for.  Everything  that  I  took  away  I  paid  for.  Every  officer  in 
the  yard  knows  it. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  certain  iron  and  material  which  you  bought  you  shipped  away  in  the 
barges  to  different  points  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  points  f — A.  Some  went  to  Wilmington. 

Q.  To  wliomf — A  I  think  to  the  Diamond  State  Works.  Mr.  Seyfertcan  give  yon  tbe 
whole  of  that  information.  He  sold  it  all.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Every  officer  in 
the  yard  knows  there  never  was  a  question  of  doubt  about  me  there.  My  work  went  along 
like  clock-work  whether  I  had  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  men.  The  commodore  and  nobody 
else  said  anything  to  nie  but  that  I  did  my  work  promptly.  I  went  down  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning  and  staid  there  as  long  as  I  could  stand,  eating  dinner  in  the  yard,  or  a  piece 
of  sandwich. 

Q.  Did  you  remove  any  goods  from  the  yard  in  night-time  T — A.  I  moved  some  in  the 
scows,  but  never  took  them  away  from  the  wharf.     I  loaded  the  scows  at  night. 

Q.  The  property  that  was  going  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  to  do  that  to  get 
them  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Did  you  load  property  that  was  going  to  Qneen  street  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  getting  on  board  of  youi  barges  any  property  that  they  claimed  « 
^    belonging  to  some  other  department  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  such  information  was  brought  to  you  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  any  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  T — A.  Not  a  word,  ex- 
cept the  time  that  the  commodore  knocked  me  off  on  the  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Rowbotham  f — A.  I  never  had  any  trouble  with  him  except 
once. 

Q.  State  what  it  was. — A.  I  went  in  the  machine-shop.  After  taking  this  contract  of  $13,000 
I  went  to  removing  under  it.  Mr.  Rowbotham  said  part  of  it  was  boxed  up.  I  told  him  I 
wanted  to  commence  on  that  Monday  morning.  He  said,  **  You  cannot  have  it  nntil  it  is 
all  ready."  I  said,  "Now,  you  are  just  putting  red  tape  in'my  way,  and  I  want  that 
stopped."  Well,  he  said,  he  did  not  care  a  damn  for  me,  anyhow.  **  Well,"  B^id  I, 
**  good  morning,  sir ;  I  will  have  no  conversation  with  yon.** 

Q.  Did  you  say  yon  wonld  fix  him  T — A.  No.  sir ;  never.  I  never  spoke  of  him  to  toy* 
bcdy.  I  went  to  work  on  the  stuff  and  took  it  away.  I  made  no  threat  to  anybody  or 
any  officer. 

Mr.  Newel  said  there  was  some  reference  to  him  in  the  newspapers  Saturday.  It  was 
false.  I  bad  no  trouble  with  anvbody.  The  only  trouble  I  had  I  knocked  Rice  down  one 
day  and  piled  him  up  in  the  brick  for  pnlling  a  brick  wall  down  on  me.  I  tamed  him  end 
over  end  in  iront  of  Captain  Welles  when  he  told  me  ''  to  go  to  hell.^  1  knocked  him  over 
in  a  minute.    That  was  the  young  man  ;  tbe  old  man  never  came  near  the  yard. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Harris  asked  yon  at  first  to  mention  the  contracts  which  you  had  bad  with  tbe 
Navy  Department  since  the  year  1872,  and  you  commenced  with  your  contract  in  the  J^ 
1875.— A.  I  had  noup  in  1872. 

Q.  Did  you  in  1873  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  in  1874t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  contract  or  did  you  make  any  purchase  from  the  Navy  Department  dor* 
ing  the  years  1^70,  1871,  1872,  1873,  and  1874  ?— A.  I  bought  some  stuff  at  auction;  ioo« 
vessels. 

Q.  Where  7— -A.  At  New  Orleans  ;  I  bought  three  monitors  there,  at  auction. 

Q.  What  were  their  names  f — A.  I  cannot  give  you  their  names  now ;  they  were  light- 
draught  monitors,  built  in  Saint  Louis 

Q.  Do  you  remember  tbe  price  you  paid  for  them  7 — A.  I  cannot ;  it  is  so  long  sgo ;  >t  ^ 
about  two  years  ago. 
ij  Q.  The  terms  ot  that  sale  were  cash  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  d\fRcu\ly  v»\lVv  VVi^  D^i^wtment  or  with  the  officers  making  the  •slc'"^ 
They  were  sold  at  aucUon,  aii^\>aoM^\\Xi^\sv^«i^, 
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Q.  Yoa  had  no  difficalty  aboat  them  at  allf — A.  No, sir;  I  never  had  anj.  I  went  to 
ew  Orleans,  and  remained  there,  I  think,  not  more  than  two  trains. 

Q.  Are  those  the  only  purchases  which  you  have  made  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  interested  with  no  other  party  in  making  purchases  from  the  Govern- 
lent? — A.  No, sir;  I  might  have  had  some  interest  in  the  sale  of  some  ships.  I  believe  I 
ot  $150  the  other  day  out  of  the  sale  of  two  ships  at  Norfolk.  I  think  they  were  the  Saint 
■awrence  and  the  Macedonia.    We  divided  $150  apiece.    They  were  sold  at  Norfolk,  and 

had  an  interest  in  them.  I  did  not  go  to  the  sale.  They  sold  for  more  than  they  were 
'orth.    One  of  the  parties  bought  me  out.    They  were  sold  at  auction. 

Q.  How  did  you  acquire  that  interest  T — A.  Because  I  was  interested  in  the  sale  of  the 
easels. 

Q.  You  owned  no  part  of  the  vessels  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  did  own  a  part  of  them ; 
ut  I  sold  out  in  a  minute. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  purchasers  at  the  sale  7 — A.  Yes ;  and  then  when  the  sale  was 
sniirmed  at  Washing^n,  I  believe  I  got  about  $127  by  check. 

By  Mr.BuRLEiflH: 

Q.  How  many  were  there  in  the  ring  at  that  time  7 — A.  I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure  ;  I  was 
ot  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  was  your  agent  at  Norfolk  ? — ^A.  Mr.  David  Beulah. 

Q-  Was  tbat  the  sale  that  was  made  at  the  time  Lee  and  somebody  else  were  auction- 
ers  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  were  the  auctioneers. 

Q.  What  was  the  date  of  that  sale  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  some  time  last  winter.  It 
ras  about  the  time  you  w«re  there,  or  before. 

Q.  The  confirmation  of  the  sale  was  suspended  for  some  time,  was  it  not  T — A.  It  was  a 
mg  time  before  it  was  confirmed.    They  had  some  fighting  with  the  auctioneers  down  there, 

believe.     I  do  not  remember  what  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  civil  engineer  in  that  yard  was  in  the  ring  or  not  T — A. 

never  saw  the  civil  engineer  in  my  life,  and  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  officers  were  there  7 — A.  I  never  heard  of  it,  and  I 

0  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  who  else  were  in  the  pool  or  ring? — A.  I  cannot,  to  save  my 
,fe. 

Q.  You  were  not  present,  you  sayf~A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  go  on  account  of  the  sick- 
ess  of  my  wife. 

Q.  Have  you  been  interested  in  the  sale  of  any  iron  or  chain  or  scraps  at  the  Norfolk 
avy-yard  7 — ^A.  I  bought  of  Commodore  Jeffers,  at  the  Norfolk  navy-yard,  with  Mr.  Sey- 
)rt,  I  think,  about  $7,000  worth  of  stuff.     I  was  there  when  it  was  delivered.    We  have  got 

all  away  from  the  yard,  and  paid  for  it  and  sold  it. 

Q.  Was  that  a  private  sale  made  by  the  bureau  f — A.  Yes.  I  was  down  with  Commodore 
efifers.  I  went  to  Norfolk  after  you  went  there.  I  went  down  with  the  commodore  my- 
)lf.  I  bought  some  shell  that  he  had  over  in  Saint  Helena.  He  had  some  brass  there  I  had 
ought  be/ore  that  at  $14  a  ton  from  him.  When  I  went  down  there  with  him  he  said  thero 
as  some  brass  on  them  and  I  broke  one  off  and  weighed  it  on  a  scale,  and  made  a  calcu- 
ktion  as  to  about  what  they  were  worth,  and  he  told  me  that  he  would  let  me  have  them 
b  $23  a  ton,  with  the  brass  on.  I  took  them  ;  they  have  idl  been  taken  away  from  there 
ad  brought  up  to  Wilmington  and  sold,  and  the  brass  has  been  cut  off.  I  think  we  will 
Dt  out  of  the  sale  about  square.  There  may  be  a  few  hundred  dollars  on  it.  With  the  cost 
f  getting  the  shell  aboard  of  the  vessel, 'with  Mr.  Beynolds's  management,  there  is  no  money 

1  anything. 

Q.  Have  yon  made  any  purchases  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  at  that 
ardf — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  one  cent. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  other  purchases  from  Commodore  Jeffers  T— A.  No,  sir ;  I  never 
ave. 

Q.  Nor  at  any  other  yard? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Have  you  any  contract  or  agreement  with  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  for 
he  destruction  of  vessels  or  cutting  them  up  T — A.  No,  sir  ;  never.  I  never  had  a  transac- 
.on  with  Mr.  Reynolds  in  my  lifn,  except  one,  in  Washington.  I  told  Reynolds  I  wanted 
pme  money  to  send  here.  I  did  not  have  any,  and  I  coulanot  get  any  out  of  the  De- 
artment.  Reynolds  said  that  he  bad  some  money,  and  I  knew  he  had  it.  It  was  my  own 
loney,  and  he  put  his  handin  to  his  pocket  and  gave  me  ten  one-hundred  dollar  bills.  I  paid  it 
»ack  to  him.  It  was  my  own  money.  I  have  never  seen  it  since.  That  is  all  the  trans- 
ction  I  ever  had  with  him  in  my  life. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  to  have  been  your  own  money  7 — A.  Because  Seyfert  had  given 
i  to  him  to  go  down  to  Norfolk,  to  pay  for  the  shell,  and  he  kept  the  money  and  never  re- 
amed it.  It  was  $2,000.  There  is  no  money  in  anything  that  Reynolds  has  anything  to 
io  with.     He  is  a  clever  fellow,  but  has  no  sense  in  money  matters.     I  went  through  this 
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thin^,  and  have  been  blacked  all  over  the  country,  without  profit.     If  you  will  bring  my 
clerk  in  here  he  will  tell  you  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Your  first  contract  made  for  the  removal  of  any  kind  of  property  at  this  navy-jard,  1 
understand,  was  made  on  the  13th  day  of  August,  1875.  Turn  to  that  paper  and  you  will 
see  that  you  made  your  proposition  in  July,  1975  T — A,  On  July  22,  1875,  I  made  my  proj)- 
osition,  and  on  August  13  it  was  accepted. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  if  that  proposition  made  by  you  was  not  first  made  by  yoa  to 
Mr.  Hanscom,  in  tho  city  of  New  York.  — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  no  correspondence  with  him  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  relation  to  it  f— A 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Is  your  recollection  good  upon  that  point  T— A.  My  office  was  in  New  York  sod  is 
now.  I  wrote  him  there  about  the  ship-houses,  and  desired  my  bid  to  be  accepted  or  re- 
jected. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Hanscom  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  or  about  that  time? 
— A.  I  do  not.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not. 

•  Q.  You  had  no  conversation  with  him  in  the  city  of  New  York  about  it  about  that  Ume?- 
A.  If  I  met  him  I  would  ask  him  why  lie  had  not  accepted  my  proposition.  That  is  all  I 
should  ever  say  to  him,  or  all  that  I  ever  could  in  any  way. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  commence  under  your  first  contract? — A.  I  think  I  commenced  in 
September.  I  commenced  on  the  shot  and  shell  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  and.  I  think, 
about  two  weeks  before  that  I  commenced  on  the  ship-bouses.  I  commenced  on  the  ship- 
houses  on  September  13. 

Q.  Had  you  commenced  removing  any  property  prior  to  that  time  T — A.  I  commenced  od 
the  25th  of  September  to  remove  the  shot  and  shell,  according  to  my  agreement. 

Q.  Had  either  one  of  the  bureaus  made  any  advance  of  money  or  approved  any  bills  of 
yours  prior  to  that  time  T — A.  No,  sir :  not  that  I  know  of.  I  never  got  any  bill  until  my 
work  was  performed. 

Q.  No  bill  of  yours  was  approved  until  the  work  wa^  performed  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Q.  No  orders  given  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  never.  No  orders  except  what  are  contained  in  these 
papers. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  your  pay  as  the  work  progressed  f — A.  Always.  I  never  ask^  for 
my  money  until  I  earned  it.  If  I  earned  $5,000,  I  would  write  a  note  to  the  commodore, 
and  make  my  bill  for  $5,000.  I  never  was  refused.  I  never  got  a  bill  approved  at  Wash* 
ington.    They  were  always  approved  in  the  navy-yard. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  that  agreement  that  you  made  with  him  7 — A.  X  believe  that  is  the  meaneit 
thing  I  ever  did  in  my  life.  He  is  a  miserable  cuss  around  Philadelphia,  and  he  has  cheated 
roe  ever  since  I  have  been  here.  He  came  up  in  my  room  at  the  Continental  Hotel  one 
night,  when  I  was  there,  and  wanted  to  get  a  contract  in  the  Navy  Department.  I  asked 
him  what  he  wanted.  "Well,**  he  said,  **  1  want  to  remove  the  stuff  in  the  yard."  Said  1, 
"Then  what  are  you  goine  to  do  f*'  He  said  it  would  cost  so  much  money,  $120,000,  or 
something  like  that.  He  did  not  know  that  he  could  move  it  himself,  but  wanted  me  to  ffo 
with  him  in  partners,  and  I  would  not  do  that,  because  he  had  nothing  to  go  with  at  all. 
He  then  said,  **  I  should  like  to  make  an  agreement  with  you,  '  and  I  gave  him  a  pen  andink. 
and  he  sat  down  and  wrote  the  agreement  that  I  was  to  give  him  a  percentage  on  what  I 
gfot  on  $116,000,  for  removing  Uie  construction-stores.  He  wrote  toe  agreement, and  I 
signed  it.  The  contract  never  was  given  out ;  it  never  cost  half  the  money  to  do  the  work. 
Mr.  Linn  has  sued  me  in  the  courts  nere,  and  the  judge  ruled  him  out  without  consideratioo. 
He  had  no  show.    That  is  the  whole  story  of  that  Linn  matter. 

The  Chairman.  [Reading  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  the  agp'eement  made  with  hijn-] 

**  Philadelphia,  November  4, 1875. — By  this  agreement  hereby  entered  into  between  Nathao- 
iel  McKay,  of  New  York,  and  John  W.Linn,  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  mutually  understood  aod 
agreed  that  in  the  event  of  said  Nathaniel  McKay  receiving  the  contract  for  the  removiog 
of  all  and  everything  belonging  to  the  construction  department  from  the  Philadelphia  nary' 
yard  to  League  Island,  for  the  sum  of  $116,000,  the  said  Nathaniel  McKay  is  to  pa/to 
said  John  W.  Linn  the  sum  of  $8,000  in  cash.  In  case  said  McKay  should  receive  a  sam 
less  thau  $116,000,  then  he  'n  to  pay  said  John  W.  Linn  a  less  amount  pro  rate,  cent  ptf 
cent,  payment  to  be  made  within  sixty  days. 

"  NATHANIEL  McKAY." 

The  Witness.  That  was  the  agreement  Mr.  Linn  wrote,  and  I  signed  it.  That  contrBct 
never  was  let  out.    Mr.  Linn  made  his  bid  and  sent  it  to  Washington,  so  he  told  me. 

Q.  Looking  to  that  agreement  and  to  the  date  of  it,  (which  is  November  4,  )b75,)io^ 
to  the  contracts  which  you  had  made  previous  to  that  date,  what  was  there  on  band  tore- 
move  there  T — A.  There  were  no  contracta  for  the  construction-stores  made  up  to  that  tiin«« 
AH  the  contracts  for  removing  construction-stores  were  itemized  and  made  after  this. 

Q.  What  do  I  undei&t^ud  \o  Yxvr^  Yit^ii  ^<i\i\  VkVi,^  x^iifevved  after  that  ? — ^A.  My  bid  waa 
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$26,500  and  |21,300.  That  took  all  the  stuff.    They  could  not  have  moved  this  stuff  in  the 
yard  for  three  or  four  times  the  money  that  I  ^ot  for  it,  and  by  the  day. 

Q.  Coming^  down  to  the  contracts  for  the  removal  of  the  ship-houses,  they  were  not  brick, 
were  they  T — A.  No,  sir ;  wooden.  The  trusses  in  the  ship-houses  weighed  about  ten  tons. 
We  took  them  down  from  the  top  with  a  derrick  1 10  feet  long,  put  them  in  the  water,  towed 
them  to  League  Ishind,  hauled  tnem  out,  and  put  them  up  in  the  same  state  they  were  be- 
fore. 

Q.  Those  were  the  only  buildings  that  you,  under  your  contract,  were  to  re-eicect  T — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  they  re-erected  according  to  the  terms  of  your  original  proposition  f-^A.  They 
were.  One  of  them  was  lowered  down,  or  made  smaller,  and  the  other  was  built  just  as  it 
was  before. 

Q.  How  many  stories  lower  was  that  one  made  7 — A.  It  was  cut  off,  I  think,  one  or  two 
stories  ;  two  stories.    They  gave  me  a  plan,  and  I  cut  them  off. 

Q.  Did  the  bureau  abate  your  contract  or  agreement  f — A.  No,  sir ;  they  have  not  abated 
my  contract  or  agreement  in  any  way.  I  shall  make  them  pay  for  cutting  it  off,  because 
it  cost  more  to  cut  it  off  and  make  new  tenons  and  new  posts,  &c. 

Q.  Then  you  have  a  claim  for  damages  ? — A.  I  have  no  claim  for  damages  at  all.  I  have 
made  no  bill.  I  have  not  got  quite  done  yet.  I  have  a  few  men  there.  The  claim  will  prob- 
ably be  only  a  few  dollars.  I  tiauled  the  ship-houses  six  hundred  feet  from  shore,  by  hand, 
over  the  mud,  down  at  League  Island,  which  I  think  they  ought  to  pay  me  for. 

Q.  What  contract  was  it  that  Rice  underbid  you  on  f — A.  The  removal  of  the  brick  build- 
ings in  the  yard. 

Q.  No  :  I  mean  the  proposition  which  you  made  for  $21,300.  What  was  that  for  ? — A. 
That  was  for  removing  live-oa^,  white-oak  plank,  and  all  the  material  of  different  kinds  in 
the  yard— cleaning  it  out  to  the  ground. 

Q.  That  proposition  made  by  you  you  claimed  to  have  been  accepted  by  the  commodore 
of  the  yard  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  the  face  of  that  acceptance  is  not  the  term  used,  **  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
bureau  f" — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  bureau  telegraphed  him  that  he  could  confirm  or  i eject.  I 
claimed  that  he  had  once  confirmed  and  could  not  reject. 

Q.  When  did  he  once  confirm  ? — A.  The  day  after  I  went  to  work.  He  told  me  verbally 
to  go  to  work.  I  brought  four  hundred  men,  twenty  scows,  and  forty  or  fifty  teams  on  the 
work. 

Q.  Had  he  told  you  verbally  to  go  to  work  prior  to  hearing  from  the  bureau  f — A.  He 
told  me  by  letter  to  go  to  work.  I  had  the  work  half  done.  He  then  put  a  board  on  the 
work. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  at  work  before  you  were  notified  to  cease  f — A.  I  commenced 
to  work  Monday  afternoon ;  Tuesday  morning  I  put  it  in  writing ;  Wednesday  afternoon,  at 
4  o'clock,  he  sent  me  word  to  cease. 

Q.  Had  you  commenced  to  work  before  your  proposition  was  reduced  to  writing? — 
A.  O,  yes;  of  course.  I  had  no  time  to  spare.  I  commenced  in  a  minute.  I  would  nave 
put  it  in  writing  that  afternoon  if  I  had  thought  he  was  going  to  act  in  that  way.  As  soon 
as  I  sent  it  down,  Tuesday  afternoon,  he  sent  up  word.  *  Your  proposition  is  accepted,  and 
you  will  commence  work  at  once,  subject,  however,  to  the  approval  of  the  bureau."  Then 
Mr.  Rice  comes  in  the  next  day  afterward.  Somebody  told  him  what  I  bid  for,  and  he  said 
that  he  would  move  the  balance  of  the  material  in  the  yard  then  for  $10,000.  I  telegraphed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  Commodore  Preble  had  stopped  me  from  working  after 
getting  my  contract  half  done  ;  and  also  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Was  not  the  fact  that  before  Commodore  Preble  saw  you  or  gave  you  permission  to 
go  to  work  that  he  had  received,  from  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  orders  to  in- 
vite proposals  for  that  work  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  not  made  your  proposition  in  the  first  place  to  the  head  of  the  bureau  a 
Washington  T — ^A.  Yes, sir;  then  it  was  referred  to  Commodore  Preble.  I  came  to  Com- 
modore Preble's  office  with  Mr.  Hartt.  The  office  was  in  South  Broad  street.  Mr.  Hartt 
went  up  stairs.  Afterward  Commodore  Preble  sent  for  me  to  come  up.  I  went  up.  He 
told  Mr.  Hartt  to  put  everything  in  the  yard  in  this  proposal ;  to  have  it  all  cleaned  up.  Mr. 
Hartt  went  home  and  wrote  the  proposition  to  include  all  the  material  in  the  yard  that  I  had 
not  included.  It  was  sent  down  to  the  commodore.  I  had  signed  it.  The  commodore  sent 
me  word,  **  Your  offer  is  accepted,  and  you  will  commence  work  at  once,  and  notify  Mr.  Hartt 
to  take  lus  men  off.'* 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  correctly  that  you  had  actually  commenced  work  before  that  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  commenced  before  it  was  in  writing  because  he  told  me  to  commence  work. 

Q.  Your  proposition  was  in  writing  to  the  bureau  ?  You  had  not  commenced  prior  to  that 
time  t  You  naa  not  commenced  work  before  you  submitted  your  proposition  to  the  bureau  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  proposition  which  you  made  to  the  bureau  was  sent  over  to  Commodore 
Preble  for  his  action  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  referred  it  to  Mr.  Hartt  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Hartt  amended  it  and  carried  it  back  to  the  commodore? — A.  YQ«^&\t\  \.^^\.^^«» 
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Monday  afternoon.  I  went  to  the  commodore's  office  with  Mr.  Hartt.  He  sent  for  me.  He 
had  written  me  a  note  that  he  thought  the  shin-knees  were  charged  $650,  and  it  was  too 
mnch :  that  was  the  onlj  complaint  that  he  maae.  I  conld  not  see  that  it  was  too  mnch. 
I  think  it  cost  me  all  I  got  to  take  the  ship-knees  down ;  everj  cent  of  it.  I  worked  at 
night  on  them  after  dark.  On  Tuesday  fifteimoon  the  commodore  sent  me  thisproposition 
back,  "Tour  offer/*  of  snch  a  date,  **is  accepted."  That  wae  on  the  14th.  Tmq  I  went 
to  work. 

Q.  Yon  had  not  commenced  work  before  yon  got  that? — A.  I  commenoed  Monday  after- 
noon, as  soon  as  I  got  back  from  the  commodore's  hoase,  because  I  was  then  in  Uie  yard. 

Q.  What  authority  had  yon  on  Monday  evening  T — A.  Because  tiie  eommodore  told  me 
in  his  office,  with  Mr.  Hartt,  to  commence  work  right  away. 

Q.  And  that  was  before  Mr.  Hartt  had  made  his  report  on  the  reference  to  him  T — A.  Tes 
sir ;  when  he  was  making  it.  It  was  put  in  writing  that  afiemoon,  and  the  next  morning  I 
went  to  Hartt's  office  and  signed  it  It  was  sent  down  to  the  commodore's,  and  came  back 
Tuesday,  *'Tour  offer  is  accepted,,  subject  to  the  approral  of  the  bureau  ;**  and  then  Uie 
bureau  sent  him  a  telegram,  saying  that  he  could  accept  or  reject.  I  had  fire  hundred  men 
at  work  on  this  work,  because  I  hM  just  finished  my  other  contract. 

Q.  On  Wednesday,  when  he  got  that  telegraph,  he  stopped  you  ? — A.  He  aent  down  fo 
me  to  stop  at  four  o'clock.    I  paid  no  attention  to  the  telegram  at  all. 

Q.  Was  not  that  telegram,  then,  to  giye  to  Mr.  McKay  the  preference  at  the  same  bid  oi 
the  party  who  bad  proposed  a  less  sum  than  yours  7 — A.  I  did  not  see  any  snch  telegram. 
I  have  a  copy  of  the  telegram  in  a  pile  of  papers  from  the  commodore.     Erery  marine  i 


the  yard,  I  believe,  had  a  paper  for  me,  and  a  g^un. 
Q.  You  stopped  ? — A.  I  did  not  stop. 


Q.  The  mariues  stopped  you,  did  they  not  7 — A.  On  Thursday,  at  1 1  o'clock,  Capt 
Welles  came  to  me  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  was  at  work.    I  told  him  I  was,  and  w 
going  to  continue  to  work.    It  was  then  quarter  past  11  o'clock.    He  said,  *'  I  order  yo 
to  stop  now."    Said  1,  **  Captain,  I  will  stop  at  12  o'clock  with  my  men  "    I  took  oat  m; 
watch.   Says  he,  **  You  must  stop  now."    **  Well,"  says  I,  "I  will  not  stop  ;  what  will  _ 
do  ?  "    He  said,  "  I  will  bring  the  marines  out."    I  said,  **  I  will  not  stop  for  a  Govemmen 
officer.    I  did  once,  and  lost  all  the  property  I  had  in  the  world."    Tnen  be  brought  tb^^ 
marines  out  and  stopped  me.    In  the  aflernoon  the  telegram  came,  saying,  **  If  M 
will  remove  the  balance  of  the  stuff  for  $10,000,  he  can  do  so." 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  telegram  ? — A.  I  will  tumish  one  to-morrow. 

Q.  Had  yon,  in  the  mean  time,  telegraphed  to  Washington  T — ^A.  I  sent  a  hundred  wordi 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  you  can  get^  and  also  to  Mr.  Hanseom. 

Q.  You  were  then  allowed  to  go  on? — A.  Then,   in    the  afternoon,  the  commodo 
came  up  with  the  contract,  and  dated  it  back  one  day  for  me  to  sign.    It  was  dated  on 
]6th  instead  of  on  the  17th,  audi  told  him  I  never  Antedated.   On  Friday  morning  I  signed 
the  contract  to  remove  the  balance  of  the  stuff  for  $10,000.    Then  he  put  on  a  board  of  o' 


and  Hoover  surveyed  the  work,  and  thought  I  had  done  about  half  of  the  first  contract 
I  think  it  was  between  nine  and  ten  thousand  dollars  that  they  reported ;  that  I  have  not 
got  paid  for. 

Q.  Have  you  been  paid  to  the  extent  of  $10,000 1 — ^A.  I  have. 

Q.  Beyond  that  have  you  received  anything  f — A.  Not  a  cenL  My  claim  is  in  Washing- 
ton now.     I  am  going  to  get  it. 

Q.  How  many  scows  did  you  employ  in  the  removal  of  the  property  that  yon  had  pur- 
chased at  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  Mr.  Seyfert  paid  the  bills,  and  I  have  the 
name  of  every  scow. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  this  property  that  you  had  purchased  was  being  removed,  was  the 
Government  engaged  in  the  removal  of  their  stores? — A.  The  Government  waa  removing 
the  equipment-stoTes.    Commodore  Schufeldt's  men  were  doing  that. 

Q.  Were  you  the  contractor  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  contract,  or  were  you  to  fill  any  contract,  for  the  removal  of  property 
during  the  lime  that  you  were  removing  your  purchases  from  the  yard  T — ^A.  Yea.  I  was 
removing  stuff  all  the  time  that  we  had  bought  at  auction. 

Q.  Did  you  remove  any  of  the  property  purchased  by  yourself  at  night-time  f  — A.  No, 
sir ;  not  a  pound.    I  think  Mr.  Matthews,  a  broker,  who  sold  the  stuff  for  Seyfert,  told  me 
to-day  that  he  had  removed  one  scow  at  night  to  save  the  ice  in  the  winter ;  to  get  tJiroogh 
.  some  canal,  thinking  that  he  was  going  to  lose  it. 

Q.  State  whether  any  agent  or  employ^  of  yours  did  so. — ^A.  No,  sir ;  nerer. 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  at  night-time  yourself  in  removing  or  superintending  the  removal 
of  any  Government  stores  t — A.  I  was,  several  nights. 

Q.  During  that  time  were  your  scows  or  barges,  or  those  that  you  had  employed,  or  that 
were  employed  for  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  being  loaded?— A.  No, sir;  not  to  my  knowl* 
edge. 

Q.  I  ondcTstood  you  U>  &la\A  >i\i'dX  txq  «»m^iai^w  V^  \m«^  ^vDAd<&  to  yon  at  any  tine  or 
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charge  that  the  laborerSf  either  in  joar  employ  or  in  the  Government  employ,  had  been 
placing  property  of  the  Government  in  your  private  barges  or  scows. — A.  No,  sir ;  none 
was  ever  made  to  me. 

Q.  You  heard  of  no  such  charge  or  complaint  during  the  period  of  time  you  were  engaged 
in  it  T — A.  No,  sir ;  not  one. 

Q.  Were  you  interested  in  the  iron  that  was  taken  from  the  Nebraska  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  in  her  boilers  or  machinery  ? — A.  No,  sir.  The  boilers  I  bought  at  $46  a  ton.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  were  the  Nebraska's  or  not.  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  iron 
that  came  off  the  hull  of  the  Nebraska. 

Q.  Who  bought  that  f — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  the  iron  was  all  g^ne  before  I  got  in 
the  yard  at  all.   I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Speaking  of  your  controversy  with  Mr.  Rowbotham,  did  not  that  controversy  arise  out 
of  the  fact  that  he  directed  you  to  remove  or  pointed  you  to  the  machinery  of  the  Nebraska 
for  removal,  and  you  declined  to  remove  it  7 — A.  He  wanted  me  to  remove  a  lot  of  old  scran- 
iron  on  the  new  purchase.  It  was  sold  at  auction.  Mr.  Roach  was  to  take  it  away.  I  told 
him  that  was  not  in  my  bid  at  all.  When  I  made  my  bid  I  did  not  include  that  stuff,  and 
I  was  not  goin^  to  move  it. 

Q.  Did  not  that  include  the  machinery  and  the  boilers  of  one  or  two  vessels? — A.  No,  sir ; 
only  the  Antietam's  engine.  That  we  took  down.  I  was  not  going  to  move  anything  ex- 
eept  what  was  pointed  out  to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  not  point  out  these  f~ A.  He  might  have  done  that ;  but  when  I  took  my  con- 
tract I  went  around  to  Mr.  Newell,  and  he  showed  me  what  was  to  be  delivered.  Mr.  Row- 
botham never  pointed  out  anything  at  all  to  me  to  go.  He  came  there  and  wanted  every- 
thing boxed,  and  greased,  and  polished ;  but  I  took  in  all  of  it,  and  I  told  him  he  was  putting 
obstacles  in  my  way. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  or  occasion,  if  such  was  the  fact,  thai  some  of  your  men 
were  detected  in  throwing  saws  out  of  a  building? — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  knives  or  something 
of  that  kind.  I  could  not  keep  every  fellow  from  stealing.  Some  people  would  steal  20 
pounds  of  lead  or  copper.   I  could  not  watch  500  men  in  the  yard* 

Q.  You  heard  of  that  T — A.  Yes ;  in  a  minute.  Captain  Welles  came  to  me  to  discharge 
the  men.  Yon  would  have  had  to  discharge  all  the  men.  The  gate-n>en  were  there  to  see 
to  it.    The  guilty  parties  were  discharged,  I  think,  right  away. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  any  influence  to  bear  personally  or  politically  in  securing  this  con- 
tract 7 — A.  I  never  did  ;  my  contracts  are  records. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  any  gentleman,  Mr.  Randall  or  anybody  else,  in  relation  to  them  7 — A. 
I  never  did.  When  I  came  here  from  New  York,  I  was  to  be  killed  right  away,  and  my 
men  with  me,  and  they  sent  bolts  of  iron  at  me  and  at  my  men  whom  I  brought  fi'om  New 
York.  I  brought  a  big  Dutchnmn,  6^  feet  high,  to  take  down  the  Antietam.  They  sent  a 
a  bolt  at  him  that  would  have  killed  him  if  he  had  been  struck.  Mr.  Charles  O'Neill  came 
down  and  swore  *'  by  God"  that  I  should  not  have  the  work.  He  said  I  was  an  outsider. 
Mr.  Sam.  Randall  did  the  same  thing.  *'The  next  time  you  come  here  with  a  New  York 
gang,  we  will  scalp  you."     I  told  him  that  he  had  not  done  it  yet.     We  fight  like  dogs. 

Q.  Did  you  take  on  and  discharge  from  your  private  employ,  while  you  were  engaged 
as  such  contractor,  at  the  instance  of  any  politician,  Mr.  Randall  or  others? — A.  I  took 
men  from  everybody.  I  did  not  care  who  they  were.  I  sometimes  had  to  hire  a  hundred 
men  a  day. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  to  be  in  response  to  my  question,  which  was  rather  specific  7 — ^A. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  hired  them  for  Mr.  Randall. 

Q.  Did  you  for  Mr.  O'Neill  f  ~A.  No  more  than  for  Mr.  Randall,  that  I  know  of.  I  have  no 
record  of  it.  Sometimes  people  would  come  down  with  a  card  from  Mr.  Randall  or  Mr. 
Myers.  They  found  fault  with  me  because  1  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  them.  I  told 
them  I  was  not  a  politician,  and  I  wanted  to  do  my  work.  Mr. Charles  O'Neill  would  send 
me  down  some  men,  and  they  were  not  worth  a  cent.  Gtit  them  on  a  stick  of  timber,  and 
forty  would  not  do  more  than  three  ought  to.  They  were  a  lot  of  dry-goods  rats.  My  men 
came  to  work  for  me.    They  had  to  work. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  present  to  any  person  in  the  navy-yard  or  connected  there- 
with, or  in  the  naval  service  7 — A.  I  made  a  present  of  a  watch  to  Mr.  Hartt  at  Christmas, 
and  he  gave  it  back  to  me.  He  never  took  any,  and  he  would  not  take  any  from  me.  He 
thought  there  would  be  some  talk  about  it. 

Q.  When  did  he  return  it  ? — A.  Good  while  ago. 

Q.  How  loilg  after  the  present  T — A.  In  a  very  little  while. 

Q.  Was  any  other  present  ever  made  by  you  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  making  any  presents  to  the  families  of  any  one  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  loan  them  any  money  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  bills  for  them  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Neither  for  them  nor  for  their  families  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  doing  such  a  thing  f — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Harria  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say  to  any  person  that  you  had  made  ox  vr«i^  Va  xos^bl!^  «k  ^xrrwdN.  ot  "^ 
payment  to  Secretary  Bobeaon,  Mr,  Hanscom,  or  any  m«m\>«t  ol  >X«kVt    l%.m'^\«^^ — fe>--  ^ 
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never  did  in  mj  life.  I  called  on  Secretary  Robeson  at  the  time  I  took  my  Isai  contract  irom 
the  navj-yard  at  ^1,000.  I  sent  mj  card  and  went  in.  I  asked  him  what  I  woald  do 
about  the  contract.  He  said  he  knew  nothing  abont  it  I  said,  **  Cannot  jon  g^ve  me 
anj  satisfaction?  "  He  said,  **  I  know  nothine  about  it  I  will  refer  you  to  the  officers. 
Mr.  Hanscom  can  do  what  he  pleases.  What  do  you  suppose  I  know  about  what  there  is  in 
the  navy-yard  f  "  I  walked  out.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Robeaon  about 
the  others  in  any  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  say  that  you  had  no  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  these  other  contracts  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  word. 

Q.  Did  vou  not  about  the  steam-engineering  affair  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  he  cut  me 
down  $1,400  at  his  room  over  here. 

Q.  Was  it  not  by  his  special  order  and  direction  that  Mr.  Wood  accepted  your  proposi- 
tion f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  letter  from  him  addressed  to  the  bureau  cutting  me  down  lower 
than  the  price  was  when  we  bid,  on  account  of  the  fight  in  Philadelphia  to  get  it  away  from 
me.  I  bid  lower  than  anybody  else.  They  found  out  the  price.  Neafie  and  Levy,  I  believe, 
were  the  ones  who  offered  to  do  it  at  less  when  it  was  awarded  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  After  the  award  had  been  made  to  you  T — A.  Mr.  Wood  had  told  Mr.  Smith  to  accept 
Mr.  McKay's  bid.  Of  course,  before  he  signed  it,  I  suppose  he  had  to  see  the  Secretary, 
and  that  delayed  it  for  a  day  or  two,  and  thev  had  found  out  that  the  contract  was  awarded, 
tome.  They  sent  on  word  that  they  would  take  it  loWer;  and  it  hung  for  a  long  time. 
The  Secretary  said  that  he  would  give  me  so  much  for  it,  saying  $10,000,  and  that  it  was  not 
worth  any  more  than  that.  1  told  him  that  I  would  not  take  it,  and  then  he  agreed  to  give 
me  $13,000  for  it     His  clerk  was  in  the  room  at  the  time  when  I  was  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  never  made  a  present  of  empty  bottles  to  a  friend,  did  you  7 — A.  I  always  make 
them  full. 

Q.  What  was  that  present  made  by  you  to  Briscoe  T — A.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were. 
I  know  I  sent  a  fellow  out  of  the  yard  that  came  there  with  some  full  bottles  one  day. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  that  attempt  to  make  a  present  was  without  your 
authority  ? — A.  No,  sir.  The  fellow  did  not  know  how  to  carry  them  in  the  yard,  and  I  sent 
him  back  again.   He^sent  them  open. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  that  fact  just  it  was. — A.  I  sent  down  probably  two  bottles  of  whisky  and  three 
bottles  of  brandy  to  Briscoe,  and  supposed  that  it  would  come  down  in  a  bag  ;  and  the  bot- 
tles came  down  all  sticking  up  in  a  basket,  and  I  sent  the  fellow  out  of  the  yard  quicker 
than  lightning. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  the  present  T — A.  No  object  at  all.  He  was  a  boatswain  in 
the  yard,  and  did  me  some  favors.  He  was  the  smartest  man  I  ever  met  in  my  life  around 
the  yard. 

Q.  What  were  his  duties  there  T — A.  He  had  charge  of  the  equipment  department,  rigging, 
&c. 

Q.  They  were  then  removing  stores  from  the  bureau  of  equipment,  were  they  not  7 — A. 
No,  sir ;  not  then.    They  did  not  remove  them  for  months  afterward. 

Q.  What  were  you  engaged  in  at  that  time  f — A.  I  think  I  was  removing  the  ordnanoe- 
stores  for  Commodore  Jeffers. 

Q.  They  were  removed  a  month  prior  to  those  of  this  bureau  of  equipment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
a  long  time  before.  Commodore  /offers  was  the  only  smart  one  tnere  in  the  lot  to  get  his 
stuff  down.  It  would  have  cost  him  $10,000  to  remove  them,  and  I  moved  them  for  ^,000. 
He  would  have  been  all  winter  at  it 

Q.  To  how  many  different  places  did  the  property  that  you  bought  at  the  navy-yard  go  T 
— ^A.  I  cannot  tell  you.     I  never  sold  a  pound  of  it 

^  Q.  Did  you  not  direct  the  points  to  which  it  should  be  shipped  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  never 
did.  I  never  made  a  bill  of  laoing.  I  never  had  anything  to  ao  with  it  Mr.  Seyfert  sold 
it  all.  Mr.  Seyfert  took  it  through  Mr.  Reynolds.  I  never  touched  it.  If  I  had  handled 
the  property  that  I  bought  in  the  vard  myself.  I  should  have  made  money  oat  of  it.  It  cost 
nearly  as  much,  throngn  Reynolds,  to  get  the  property  out  of  the  yard  as  it  did  for  me  to  re- 
move the  navy-yard.  I  think  it  cost  ten  or  eleven  thousand  dollars  to  remove  the  old  stuff 
that  we  bought  in  the  yard.    The  money  was  thrown  away. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  any  other  present  to  any  of  the  employee  about  the  yard  f — A.  No, 
sir ;  never.  I  might  have  sent  a  case  of  champagne  ;  I  think  I  did.  I  might  have  sent  one 
to  a  member  of  Congress.  I  should  not,  however,  want  to  put  that  on  record.  It  was  not  to 
bribe  anybody.  I  did  not  want  to  bribe  anybody  with  a  case  of  champagne,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  would  fetch  a  man. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  send  a  c&s^  o^  c\iam^«y^TLe  to  any  officer  of  the  Navy  Department  T— A 
I  never  did. 
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Q.  Did  70U,  aside  from  Rice  and  Linn,  bare  nefj^tiations  with  anj  other  partj  in  refer- 
ence to  combinations,  either  to  bid  or  not  to  bid  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  induced  70a  to  enter  into  that  agreement  with  Linn  f — A.  Linn  wanted  to.     He 
wanted  to  get  something  to  do,  and  he  wanted  to  make  some  money.    I  had  no  other  induce 
ment  in  the  world. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  was  about  to  become  a  bidder  f— A.  He  was  a  bidder  then 
at  that  time.  Linn  could  not  have  moved  the  stuff,  whatever  he  might  have  got.  to  save  his 
life.  He  is  the  same  man  who  got  old  Mr.  Hoover  turned  out  of  the  yard.  He  put  $500^ 
under  his  table.  He  is  the  same  man  whom  they  examined  here  in  1865  in  relation  to  the 
navy-yard  frauds,  when  there  was  so  much  t&lk  here.  Mr.  Hoover  was  the  old  constructor. 
Linn  got  him  turned  out  of  the  service.   I  have  sent  to  Washington  for  his  record. 

Q.  State  whether  you  have  bills,  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Department,  which 
are  now  unpaid. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent  t— A.  I  think  about  $20,000. 

Q.  Were  any  of  your  bills  paid  out  of  the  League  Island  appropriation  ? — A.  I  cannot 
tell  you  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  that  the  money  for  the  sale  of  this  yard  was  paid  into  the 
Treasury  T — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Has  any  person  been  removed  or  appointed  in  the  naval  service  at  your  instance  and 
request  ? — A.  Never.  The  only  favor  I  ever  asked  of  any  one  in  the  naval  service  was 
of  Commodore  Welles,  to  keep  a  gunner  here. 

Q.  Have  you  recommended  persons  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  assignment  to  duty 
at  different  places  ?— A.  Never  in  my  life.     I  never  spoke  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  not,  through  other  persons,  brought  efforts  to  bear  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  removal  of  the  present  naval  constructor  at  Boston  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it  whatever. 

Q.  Have  you  made  no  statemept  of  that  kind  to  any  one  7 — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  There 
has  been  talk  in  the  newspapers,  but  my  name  never  was  mentioned.  It  does  not  make  any 
difference  to  me  what  naval  constructor  is  there,  or  who  he  is. 

Q.  I  understood  ^ou  that  you  had  about  $'20,000  of  approved  bills  of  the  Government  yet 
unpaid. — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  about  $10,000  of  unsettled  claims. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  That  would  make  about  $30,000  altogether.— A.  Yes,  sir;  about  $32,000. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Did  they  usually  pay  in  approved  bills  or  cash  T~A.  Always  in  approved  bills. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  fund  being  raised  for  the  benefit  of  any  political  party  from  con- 
tractors with  tho  Navy  ? — A.  I  do  not,  and  never  heard  of  it.  The  only  thing  I  ever  saw  or 
heard  of  was  a  statement  in  the  Tribune,  saying  they  were  going  to  assess  each  officer  $5 
through  the  Naval  Academy,  to  present  some  bill  to  your  committee. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  within  the  last  eight  weeks,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  say  that  you 
were  raising  money  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  the  then  pending  election  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  had  written  to  a  gentleman  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  who  had  been 
a  contractor  with  the  Navy  Department,  to  contribute  so  much  money,  and  that  he  had 
replied  to  you  that,  until  he  got  another  contract,  he  would  pay  no  more  money  T — A.  I  do 
not  remember  of  making  any  such  statement  to  anybody. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  such  a  fact  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  not  made  any  attempt  to  get  money  for  an  election  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have 
not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  that  story  could  have  been  gotten  up  f — A.  I  do  not.  They  carry 
all  kinds  of  stories. 

Q.  Do  you  not  contribute  to  the  elections  in  Massachusetts  ? — A.  I  do  not.  It  does  not 
require  any  money  in  Massachusetts.  They  know  how  to  vote  without  that.  I  will  furnish 
to  the  committee,  if  they  desire  it,  the  name  of  every  employ^  and  captain  of  tug  whom  I 
ever  employed,  to  be  called  as  witnesses  in  my  behalf. 


Philadelphia,  April  10,  1876. 
JoHTY  Rice  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  reside  in  Philadelphia  7 — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  your  business  f — A.  Builder  and  contractOT. 
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Q.  Have  you  had  any  contracts  of  any  kind  during^  the  last  few  years  with  the  QoTem- 
ment  f — A.  Only  one  at  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  What  was  that  contract  and  when  was  it  madet — A.  It  was  for  the  remoral  of  the 
biiildinffs  to  League  Island,  taking  them  down  and  removing  the  material. 

Q.  About  when  was  that  contract  entered  into  f — A.  I  think  it  was  the  12th  of  November. 

Q.  Was  it  a  written  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  it  with  you  T — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  make  that  contract  f — ^A.  With  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  it  was  after  an  advertisement. — ^A.  It  was  upon  a  written  invita- 
tion to  bid. 

Q.  Yon  were  invited  to  make  a  bid  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  called  upon  you  T — A.  The  letter  was  sent  to  me  from  the  Department  to  bid. 

Q.  By  whom  was  it  signed  t — A.  I  do  not  remember  that.  I  think  it  was  signed  by  the 
head  of  the  bureau,  Commodore  Ho  well  It  came  from  the  Department  Bureau  m  Yards  and 
Docks. 

Q.  What  was  your  offer? — A.  My  bid  was  thirty-two  thousand  and  three.or  four  hondred 
dollars.  The  specific  work  was  to  take  down  all  the  buildings  and  remove  the  material  to 
League  Island. 

Q.  Did  that  include  the  two  ship-houses  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
ship-houses  at  all. 

Q.  You  were  to  take  down  the  material  of  all  the  buildingrs  except  those  two  7 — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  also  to  remove  the  material  to  League  Island  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  to  erect  any  buildings  there  7 — A.  I  made  the  bid  for  the  erecting  of  the  build- 
ings again.  That  was  the  first  proposal.  The  day  before  we  made  the  bid  they  asked  me  to 
separate  it,  and  I  separated  it  while  in  Washington,  showing  how  much  it  would  cost  to 
take  them  down  and  remove  the  material,  and  how  much  it  would  cost  to  do  the  whole. 

Q.  They  put  out  only  the  bid  to  take  them  down  7— A.  Yes ;  $32,400, 1  think  it  was. 

Q,  State  if  your  bid  was  not  $32,554. — ^A.  About  that  sum. 

Q.  For  rebuilding,  $116,000,  making,  altogether,  $148,554  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris*  : 

Q.  What  time  was  given  you  within  which  to  perform  the  labor  by  your  contract  7 — A 
The  time  in  the  contract  was  named,  and  I  objected  to  it  because  it  was  not  time  enough. 
They  told  me  that  if  I  g^t  the  building  down  by  the  day  of  the  sale,  that  would  be  all  they 
would  ask.  The  time  was  fixed  shorter  because  it  had  been  delated.  The  time  to  take 
them  down  and  remove  them  was  not  long  enough  ;  it  was  only  fitteen  days.  Therefore, 
the  Secretary  told  me  that  I  could  have  the  thirty  days. 

Q.  Did  you  accomplish  all  your  work  within  that  time  t — A.  Yes ;  there  was  not  a  pound 
of  material  to  remove  after  that  dav. 

Q.  Who  competed  with  you  for  that  f — A.  I  do  not  know  anybody  but  Mr.  McKay.  Then 
were  others,  but  I  never  heard  their  names. 

Q.  Were  these  invitations  sent  to  several  persons  7 — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  McKay's  bid  was  f — A.  I  think  it  was  for  the  same  that  I  bid, 
$57,000;  that  is,  for  taking  down  and  removing.  That  was,  separating  his  bid.  His  bid 
was,  for  taking  down  and  rebuilding,.something  like  $160,000, 1  think. 

Q.  And  yours  was  $116,000  7 — A.  It  was  when  separated.  His  bid  for  taking  down  was 
something  like,  I  think,  $25,000  higher  than  mine. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  price  paid  was  more  than  adequate. — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  very 
low  bid. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  do  it  within  your  bid  t — ^A.  It  was  so  close  that  I  could  not  boast 
about  it. 

Q.  There  was  some  margin  7 — ^A.  Very  little ;  I  supposed,  of  eourse,  I  was  going  to  do 
the  whole  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  what  manner  was  your  attention  brought  to  these  'eon tracts  t~  A.  Mr.  Charles 
O'Neill  sent  it  to  me.  He  was  asked  by  the  Department^ to  send  a  Philadelphia  builder 
there,  and  he  brought  the  invitation  to  me. 

Q.  And  you  went  on  to  Washington  and  made  your  bid  there T— A.  I  made  it  up  h«re 
and  took  it  on  there. 

Q.  And  you  bid  in  gross  for  the  taking  down  and  rebuilding  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  proposition  as  submitted  to  you,  was  it  not  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Specifications  were  given  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  made  it  responsive  to  that  suggestion  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  got  to  Washington  you  were  asked  to  separate  your  bid  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yours  was  the  lowest  for  taking  down,  and  it  was  awarded  to  you  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
^  Q.  You  say  that  you  had  some  idea  of  Mr.  McKay's  proposition  7 — A.  I  think  it  was  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapetft.  I  did  not  ask  the  Department.     The  next  day  the  bids  were  pub- 
lished. 
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Q.  Did  you  ascertain  it  from  Mr.  McKay  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  McKay  ever  at  any  time  make  a  proposition  to  you  to  withdraw  your  bid  and  to 
give  him  a  showings  at  it  T— A.  Yes,  sir.  Not  to  withdraw  it. 

Q.  What  was  that? — A.  It  was  before  I  pat  it  in.  He  was  a  stranger  to  me,  and  I  never 
met  him  but  once  or  twice  before.  That  was  bv  accident.  He  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  the 
man  before  he  made  the  proposition.  I  knew  him  by  those  one  or  two  interviews.  He 
made  overtures  to  me  to  prevent  my  bidding — that  is.  to  withdraw  from  the  bidding.  What 
his  motive  was  I  do  not  know,  except  to  get  it  himself. 

Q.  What  sum  of  money  did  he  propose  to  pay  you  7 — A.  He  commenced  on  a  price,  and 
I  listened  to  him  to  know  what  it  meant.  As  I  have  said,  he  was  a  strauger  to  me.  He  first 
offered  me  $15,000,  and  I  shook  my  head ;  and  then  he  agreed  to  give  me  $20,000.  I  told 
him  that  I  could  not  sell  myself  or  my  Government ;  that  I  would  enter  into  no  conspiracy  of 
that  kind,  declined  his  offer,  and  declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him. 

Q.  At  that  time  did  he  state  to  yon  that  he  had  any  advantages  in  the  way  of  information  7 
— A.  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  his  remarks,  because  I  thought  that  they  were  more  of 
assurance  than  anything  else ;  what  his  position  was  I  did  not  know.  I  presume  he  thought 
if  he  was  the  lowest  bidder  he  would  get  the  contract,  of  course. 

Q.  How  many  days  prior  to  the  letting  of  the  contract  was  it  before  you  were  informed  by 
Mr.  O'Neill  of  your  opportunity  to  submit  a  proposition  ? — A.  Some  days  ;  long  enough  for 
me  to  make  up  my  estimate  by  an  exact  measurement  of  the  buildings,  coanting  all  the  bricks 
in  fhem  and  tne  material ;  certainly  more  than  a  week. 

Q.  Were  you  invited  to  make  any  other  proposition  in  regard  to  any  other  buildings  f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  the  particular  buildings  upon  which  you  submitted  your  proposition  techni- 
cally known  as  the  navy-yard  7 — A.  The  ordnance-buildings,  commodore's  office,  sail- 
loft,  construction-building,  blacksmith's  shop,  officers' dwelling-houses,  saw-mills,  foundery, 
joiner-shop,  iron  store-houses.   There  wore  seventeen  in  all. 

Q.  Did  that  include  the  buildings  known  as  the  ship'houses  f — ^A.  They  were  contracted 
for  previously  to  that  time. 

Q.  Who  was  the  contractor  7 — A.  I  understood  from  hearsay  that  McKay  was. 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  not  McKay  afterward  remove  thoset~A.  I  think  he  did  ;  I 
never  miid  any  attention  to  McKay's  movements  there. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  Mr.  McKay? — A.  I  never  had  myself;  he  had 
some  difficulty  with  my  son  in  getting  possession  of  docks  to  ship  our  material.  He  was  a 
pretty  energetic  fellow,  and  he  took  possession  of  everything  that  he  could  for  his  own  advan- 
tage ;  the  difficulty  did  not  amount  to  much.  My  son  was  a  peaceable  young  man,  and 
would  not  quarrel  with  him.  That  was  about  the  amount  of  it.  He  might  nave  had  a 
quarrel  with  him  if  he  had  wanted  to. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  the  material  that  you  moved  to  League  Island  T — A.  I  estimated 
that  there  were  4,000,000  bricks;  there  were  that  many  bricks  sent  down  there.  Thev  are 
better  than  any  new  bricks  that  we  can  buy.  There  were  also  about  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lion feet  of  lumber,  and  something  like  six  hundred  odd  window-frames,  sills  and  sash  and 
doors  of  the  houses,  We  took  out  and  shipped  all  the  good  slate.  I  fulfilled  my  contract  as 
closely  as  I  could  in  taking  everything  down  there  that  was  valuable. 

Q.  In  this  removal  was  there  much  destraction  T — A.  No,  sir ;  only  of  lumber  in  taking  it 
down.  They  drove  us  a  little  fast.  Nothing  was  destroyed  of  any  consequence  excepting 
the  roofing-boards,  which  were  old  and  decayed  ;  and,  of  course,  in  taking  them  down  they 
would  break.  We  did  not  ship  any  of  that  dibris  to  League  Island.  We  shipped  only  the 
good  lumber,  and  there  were  three  and  a  half  million  feet  of  that. 

Q.  You  undertook  to  make  this  removal  without  expense  to  the  Government  T — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Government  famish  you  with  any  assistance  in  transportation  in  any  way  f — 
A.  The  only  assistance  the  Government  famished  me  was  to  pay  for  tugs,  which  was  in  their 
contract :  they  were  to  furnish  all  that  towing.  They  could  not  give  me  the  tugs,  and  I 
hired  them  myself,  they  paying  for  them ;  they  paid  only  for  the  hire  of  the  tugs. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  transportation  the  Government  paid  for  in  that  way  t — A. 
I  think  about  $1,400.  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  All  the  hauling  and  handling  at  this  navy-yard  here  was  done  by  you  and  at  your 
expense  t — A.  Every  cent  of  it. 

Q.  When  it  was  aelivered  at  League  Island  yon  deposited  it  upon  the  wharf  or  landing, 
did  you  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  cars ;  we  put  it  almost  entirely  into  the  cars  at  League  Island. 
Q.  This  transportatiun  upon  the  island  from  the  cars  to  the  houses  to  be  erected  was  done 
by  the  Government  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  Govemment  expense. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  mode  and  manner  and  cost  of  that? — A.  No,  sir  ; 
they  did  it  as  economically  as  they  could,  I  think.  I  was  not  there  much  myself ;  my  son 
attended  to  it.  They  employed  cars  and  carts  to  take  it  away  as  fast  as  they  got  it.  It 
was  not  an  easy  thing  to  ao.  We  had  to  get  it  down  by  a  certain  time.  We  had  to  push 
that  all  the  time  and  get  them  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  If  the  bricks,  and  lumber,  and  material  that  you  transported  from  the  navy-yard  here 
to  League  Island  was  put  upon  the  market  to-day,  what  would  yoaaok^  ^Q>Q\!\>a^«kl^vt.^'V!9^- 


286  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

sonable  value  for  it  T — A.  The  bricks  there  are  as  g^ood  as  new,  as  I  said  before ;  and  I  esti- 
mated that  they  were  (9  a  thousand  at  the  navy-yard. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? — A.  4,000,000. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  the  lumber. — A.  The  lumber  I  could  not  make  any  better  than  it  was.  For 
the  purpose  of  eirders,  joists,  and  window-frames,  it  was  as  g^ood  as  any  new  lumber  I  could 
put  there,  and  better  than  most  lumber ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  building  there,  it  was  worth 
all  I  estimated  to  the  Department.  In  making  my  proposal  I  stated  to  the  Secretary  that 
there  were  so  many  bricks,  which  would  be  worth  so  much  money  to  the  Government,  and 
that  the  lumber  would  be  worth  so  much  more,  showing  that  the  removal  was  a  matter  of 
profit  to  the  Government,  as  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Your  estimates  of  the  value  of  this  lumber  were  in  writing,  on  file  in  the  Department, 
I  suppose  T — A.  They  have  the  estimate  there,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  judgment,  since  it  has  been  removed,  accords  with  what  you  estimated  it 
then  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  estimated  a  low  and  safe  amount,  and  the  bricks  turned  out  much 
better,  and  there  was  less  waste  of  them  than  I  expected,  so  that  there  were  as  many  bricks 
as  I  estimated,  although  we  did  not  move  them  entirely,  for  the  reason  that  there  were  some 
bricks  there  that  we  had  to  give  possession  of  the  last  day  of  the  month,  when  the  sale  was 
made.    Everything  there  went  with  the  sale. 

Q.  Was  that  the  brick  that  you  had  taken  down  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  moved  all  the  bricks 
that  I  took  down. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  that  yon  had  taken  them  all  down  T — A.  All  except  a  very 
few.  There  were  some  pieces  of  wall  about  that  were  standing.  The  lawyer  for  the  Gov- 
ernment said  that  any  brick  in  place  must  not  be  removed,  because  it  went  with  the  sale.  I 
obeyed  this  order.    Still,  there  were  more  bricks  there  than  I  estimated  at  first. 

Q.  Did  any  advantage  or  disadvantage  occur  to  the  Government  from  Uie  short  time  that 
there  was  allowed  for  the  removal  f  In  other  words,  suppose  you  had  been  allowed  a  month 
or  two  months  longer  in  which  to  make  the  removal,  could  you  have  done  it  at  a  less  price 
than  you  submitted  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  would  have  cost  me  less  if  I  had  had  more  time. 

Q.  Could  you  have  saved  any  more  of  the  material  f— A.  No,  sir;  no  more  of  the  bricks  or 
joists.  We  might  have  taken  down  some  of  the  boards  a  little  more  carefully,  but  they  were 
not  fit  to  be  removed. 

By  Mr.  BURLEIGH : 

Q.  I  thought  vou  said  you  left  some  of  the  walls  standing  7 — A.  Some  spurs  of  walls ;  but 
they  were  not  of  much  account.  Our  orders  were  that  any  brick  then  in  place  were  not  to 
be  displaced ;  that  was  after  the  sale. 

Q.  bo  you  know  anything  about  any  unlawful  or  improper  removal  of  property  from  the 
yard  1 — A.  I  do  not ;  not  a  word. 

Q.  Were  you  an  attendant  at  any  of  the  sales  made  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  about  it  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  only  know  by  hearsay  that  there 
was  a  sale  of  old  iron  and  timber,  &c. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  Mr.  McKay  performed  his 
contract  with  the  Government  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  avoided  as  much  as  possible  hav- 
ing anything  to  say  to  him  or  going  near  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  McKay's  agreement  or  arrangement  with  a  gentle- 
man named  Lynn  f~  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  the  gentleman  who  made  or  submitted  a  proposition  for  the  removal  of  the 
shijp-houses  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  your  son  T — A.  He  made  no  bid  for  the  removal  of  the  ship-houses. 

Q-  There  was  a  proposition  submitted  f — A.  These  contracts  were  maoe  before  I  was  in- 
vited to  make  this  oid. 

Q.  Was  it  you  or  your  son  who  made  a  bid  of  $10,000  t — ^A.  My  son  bid  that  in  my  name. 
That  was  for  removing  the  timber,  I  believe,  although  I  noversaw  it  in  the  construction  de- 
partment ;  that  is  to  say,  knees  and  timber  of  all  kinds  that  lay  there.  Thc^  had  been  mov- 
ing it  previously  to  that,  and  Captain  Wells  asked  me  to  send  to  him  a  proposition  to  remove 
it.  In  the  evening,  when  my  son  came  home  to  the  house,  he  told  me  that  he  had  made 
such  aproposal  in  my  name. 

Q.  The  proposal  was  to  remove  it  for  $10,000  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Bj  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  success  did  he  have  in  that  proposition  J — A.  He  did  not  get  it. 

Q.  Could  the  property  have  been  removed  by  you  at  that  price  T — A.  Well,  we  thought  it 
could ;  he  thought  it  could. 

Q.  It  was  a  proposition  made  in  good  faith,  was  it  T— A.  O,  yes  ;  the  contract  would  have 
been  carried  out  ifwe  had  lost  money. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  make  a  proposition  with  a  view  of  losing  money  t— A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was 
not  a  proposition  in  the  way  of  a  job,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ;  it  was  a  clear,  clean,  lair, 
square  proposition. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Your  son  offered  it  to  Mr.  Welles  ?— A.  Captain  Welles  asked  bim  to  make  the  propo- 
sition. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  yon  that  yonr  contract  was  to  take  down  all  these  buildings  and  re- 
move the  material  to  Lea^e  Island  at  your  expense  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  Government 
paid  no  expense  except  what  was  in  their  contract.    They  were  to  provide  me  with  tugs. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  for  rebuilding  7 — A.  No  one  got  it  It  has  not  been  made  at 
all.  I  have  been  wanting  to  get  it,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Secretary  will  make  it  in  that 
shape.     He  intimated  as  much  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  many  bricks  were  there  standing  undisturbed  at  the  time  of  the  sale  T — A.  I 
cannot  say,  exactly  ;  perhaps  a  couple  of  hundred  thousand. 

Q.  If  you  had  had  more  time,  could  you  not  have  made  a  lower  bid  to  remove  the  build- 
ingft  to  League  Island  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not  have  made  any  lower  bid  than  that. 

Q.  Not  if  it  had  been  two  months  earlier? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  not  your  contract  require  you  to  remove  those  standing  bricks  7 — A.  I  was  to 
remove  all  material ;  but  inasmuch  as  I  could  not  get  them,  I  did  not  make  any  deduction, 
because  I  had  been  detained  in  the  removal.  The  stores  were  not  empty  when  I  took  it, 
and  I  did  not  feel  that  I  was  entitled  to  make  any  reduction.  On  the  contrary,  I  thought 
otherwise. 

Q.  So  that  those  spurs  of  walls  were  legitimately  within  your  contract  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  were  delayed  so  that  you  were  not  at  fault  for  not  removing  them,  as  you  con- 
strue it  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  those  bricks  that  you  left  there  worth  $9  a  thousand  T — A.  No,  sir ;  there  would 
have  been  an  expense  of  |4  a  thousand,  I  think,  to  clean  all  the  bricks.  Those  bricks 
that  are  left  there  are  not  cleaned. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  understand  who  got  the  contract  for  removing  the  timber  to  which  you  alluded 
that  your  son  bid  on? — A.  I  understand  Mr.  McKay  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  what  price  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  at  a  higher  or  lower  price  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  under- 
stand that  he  took  it  for  the  same  price.    I  do  not  know  that. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  use  all  precaution  in  taking  down  these  buildings  7 — ^A.  Every  precaution 
that  the  most  careful  man  could  use. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  take  down  those  frames  so  that  they  could  be  erected  again  7 — A.  Yes ;  they 
were  all  boxed  up. 

Q.  The  boards,  windows,  doors,  and  all  the  things  of  value,  and  each  building  could  be 
put  back  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  numbered  as  belonging  to  each  building,  and  every 
timber  is  marked  to  its  building. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  And  the  finish  taken  off  from  the  rooms  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Could  any  one  put  them  up  to  as  good  advantage  as  you  could  T — A.  I  do  not  think 
they  could,  for  the  reason,  first,  that  we  oelieve  we  can  do  things  as  well  as  anybodv,  hav- 
ing had  an  experience  of  forty  years ;  and  again,  we  knew  what  they  were.  I  look  upon 
Government  tne  same  as  an  individual.  I  have  had  contracts  with  the  Government,  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  my  record.  I  went  through  the  Capital  building  at  Washington  without 
a  question  occurring  as  to  the  character  of  the  work. 


Philadelphia,  April  10,  1876. 
George  Rice  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  interest  in  the  contract  of  your  father  f — ^Answer.  No,  sir 
nothing  more  than  the  interest  of  a  son. 
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Q.  Were  yon  at  the  Qavy-jard  attending  to  the  execution  of  his  contract f— A.  Tea,  sir; 
from  7  in  the  morning  until  5.30  at  nieht. 

Q.  During  that  penod  of  time  did  Mr.  McKay  have  any  contract  with  the  GoYemment 
for  the  removal  of  property  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  so  understood. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  McKay  and  his  employes  engaged  in  the  execution  of  that  contract  7 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  submit,  either  in  your^own  name  or  in  the  name  of  your  father,  a  proposition 
for  the  removal  of  the  remnant  of  the  property  left  at  the  close  of  the  general  work  7 — A^  I 
did,  in  my  father's  name,  as  attorney.    It  was  signed  *'  John  Rice,  by  George  Rice." 

Q.  What  was  that  for  7 — ^A.  It  was  for  the  removal  of  the  balance  of  the  construction- 
stores,  consisting  of  lumber  and  coal.  I  think  there  was  a  large  amount  of  lumber,  and 
about  four  hundred  tons  of  coal.    My  estimate  of  the  lumber  was  about  a  million  and  a  half 

feet. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  McKay  then  engaged  in  removing  the  balance  of  constmction-stores  ? — A. 
He  was  not  that  day  that  I  first  spoke  about  it. 

Q.  Had  he  commenced  f — A.  He  commenced  the  morning  I  submitted  the  proposal.  The 
first  I  knew  of  that,  Captain  Welles  met  me  in  the  yard  and  asked  me  what  it  would  cost  to 
remove  the  balance  of  the  construction-stores,  or  rather  all  the  property  belonging  to  the 
Government.  I  did  not  know  why  he  asked  me.  Thinking  it  was  only  an  expression  of 
opinion,  I  told  him  $10,000.  I  was  tolerably  familiar  with  the  ao^ount  of  material  that  was 
there,  although  not  entirely  so,  nor  so  much  so  as  to  make  a  bid.  He  asked  me  whether  I 
would  authorize  him  to  report  that.  I  told  him,  **  Yes."  That  is  all  that  occurred  that  day. 
The  next  day  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  which  is  as  follows : 

"United  States  Navy- Yard,  Philadelphia, 

'*  December  16,  1875. 

"My  Dear  Mr.  Rice:  Go  immediately  to  the  commodore's  house,  on  Broad  street,  and 
see  him  about  making  an  offer  to  move  tne  material  of  the  construction  department.  The 
inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  telegram^  which  explains  itself,  and  whtch  arrived  at  my  office  at  3 
p.  m.  from  the  commodore.  ^ 

**  Truly,  yours, 

•*  CHAS.  H.  WELLES, 

"  Captain  United  State$  JVavy.'* 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  At  that  time  McKay  was  moving f~ A.  At  that  time,  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  mov- 
ing. He  commenced  in  the  morning.  That  was  the  first  intimation  1  had  that  they  were 
ffoinff  to  give  it  out  bv  contract,  or  toat  they  had  any  contract.  X  did  not  know  that  Mr. 
Mc^kv  was  moving  that  day. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  T — A.  I  went  up  to  the  Commodore's  house  and  submitted  a  propo- 
sition to  do  the  work  for  $10,000. 

Q.  Was  that  proposition  sent  to  Washington  T — A.  I  presume  so.  Commodore  Preble 
asked  me  whether  I  was  willing  to  put  it  in  writing.  I  told  him,  **  Certainly  ;*'  and  sat 
down  and  wrot«K  the  proposition  there,  and  signed  it  for  my  father.  I  could  not  reach  my 
father  that  afternoon,  and  signed  it  for  him. 

Q.  How  many  men  had  McKay  then  at  work  7 — A.  I  could  not  say.  I  suppose  he  had 
two  or  three  hundred'men  f^t  that  time.  I  do  not  know  what  he  had  in  the  department.  He 
had  a  large  number  of  men.  We  had  400  ourselves,  and  the  Government  was  working  and 
Mr.  McKay  was  working. 

Q.  He  was  at  work  on  that  very  timber  then  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  scows  had  be  T — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any  scows 
for  that.    He  rafted  it  down. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  hear  from  your  offer  T — A.  Commodore  Preble  told  me  that  be 
would  accept  that, 'subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department  at  Washington  The  next  af- 
ternoon I  went  over  to  Captain  Welles^s  office  to  see  whether  there  was  anything  from  it, 
and  he  ha'l  heard  nothing  until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  he  read  me  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  which  authorised  some  one,  and  I  do  not  recollect  whom,  to  make  the  contract  with 
Mr.  McKay ;  to  allow  Mr.  McKay  to  go  on  with  his  work,  provided  he  would  sign  a  pro- 
posal similar  to  mine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  did  that  f — A.  I  understood  that  he  did.  He  worked  that 
day,  and  the  next  morning  was  stopped  forcibly  by  Captain  Welles. 

Q.  And  resumed  his  work  the  next  day,  and  went  on  and  finished  it  T — ^A.  He  reamed 
the  next  day. 

Q.  Did  you  at  the  time  know  that  McKay  had  put  in  an  offer  to  remove  that  f — A.  The 
first  I  knew  of  McKay*s  offer  was  when  I  got  to  the  commodore's  house. 

Q.  Did  you  there  learn  that  he  had  made  an  offer  that  had  been  aocepted  f — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  At  1^1,000? — A.  The  common  report  and  rumor  about  the  yard  was  that  it  was 
125,000. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  learn  that  he  was  working  then  under  a  contract  to  remove  it  for 
$2 i, 0001 — A.  Yes,  sir.    Commo^ot^  '?i«\A&  tcaaa  ^^^isAxk  V^  me  when  I  named  the  sum 
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of  110,000,  **That  is  more  like  the  thing  than  $25,000.*'    That  was  the  first  information  I  had 
that  McKay  was  working  on  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  That  18,  when  you  made  your  offer  you  did  not  know  that  he  was  working  on  it  ? — A. 
I  did  not.    I  did  not  know  anything  at  all  about  there  being  a  contract. 

Q.  You  did  not  suppose  that  you  were  bidding  to  get  anybody  else's  job  away  from  them, 
or  that  it  had  been  contracted  f — A.  No,  sir.  My  proposition  of  $10,000  was  based  upon  the 
belief  that  the  captain  wanted  an  expression  of  opinion.  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  asking 
nae  for  a  bid. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Wonld  you  have  considered  yourself  boHnd  to  do  the  work,  provided  the  bid  had  been 
accepted  at  $10,000  ? — A.  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have  done  it.  Afterward  I  went 
over  the  thing  carefully,  and  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have  done  it  at  those  figures. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  McKay? — A.  We  were  squabbling  there,  each  of  us 
trying  to  do  our  own  work. 

Q.  Had  you  at  that  time  come  in  contact  with  him  in  any  way  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  last 
day  we  were  allowed  to  work,  throwing  down,  I  had  some  trouble  with  him. 

Q.  What  was  the  trouble  thenf — A.  That  was  only  a  question  between  us.     It  was  a 

Erivate  matter.  I  had  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  had  been  there  the  day 
efore.  He  directed  me  to  go  on  and  throw  down  everything  until  I  heard  from  him.  He 
explained  to  me  that  at  the  time  of  the  sale  everything  that  was  standing  would  belong  to 
the  purchaaer,  and  that  he  would  notify  me.  This  was  after  1  o'clock.  We  had  one  build- 
ing there  at  which  we  were  at  work,  and  which  we  had  only  got  possession  of  three  days 
before.  I  was  anxious  to  get  as  much  of  it  down  as  I  could  possibly,  and  we  were  throwing 
the  walls  down,  and  McKay  came  along  and  asked  me  to  stop.  I  told  him  that  I  could  not 
then,  because  every  moment  I  was  expecting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
stop,  and  I  wauted  to  get  down  all  that  we  could^  He  told  me  that  I  would  have  30  days. 
I  told  him  that  was  not  my  understanding  of  it;  that  Mr.  Robeson  gave  me  positive  orders 
to  go  on  throwing  down,  regardless  of  whatever  might  be  under  it,  until  I  received  his  dis- 
patch. The  dispatch  was  in  the  yard  at  the  time,  although  I  did  not  know  it.  It  had  not 
reached  me. 

Q.  Did  your  throwing  down  interfere  with  him  f — A.  It  did,  and  it  did  not.  He  could 
not  have  done  anything  ;  there  was  a  large  piece  of  machinery  lyiujT  there.  He  could  not 
haul  by  it.  I  was  expecting  the  order  every  moment,  and  only  wanted  to  go  on  until  I  got 
that  order,  and  then  promised  to  clear  the  gangway.  I  was  obliged  to  throw  the  wall  down, 
because  there  was  a  irame  building  standing  in  8uch  a  position  that  I  had  to  work  at  it.  He 
then  went  to  Captain  Welles,  and  Captaia  Welles  gave  me  an  order  to  stop.  I  went  down 
and  saw  the  captain  personally  about  the  order,  and  told  him  exactly  what  had  passed  be- 
tween the  Secretary  and  myself,  and  I  asked  him  to  go  up  and  see  the  situation  of  affairs  ; 
to  show  to  him  how  little  it  interfered  with  Mr.  McKay  ;  to  let  me  go  on,  and  we  had  some 
words  there.     He  took  hold  of  me,  and  Captain  Welles  stopped  it. 

Q.  You  made  a  contract  to  remove  the  brick  buildings  for  a  certain  sum  of  money  ? — A. 
Yes, sir;  for $32,500. 

Q.  Were  you  a  party  to  that,  or  were  you  acting  for  your  father  ? — A.  I  was  only  acting 
lor  my  father. 

Q.  Was  that  contract  executed  and  carried  out  ? — A.  As  far  as  we  could.  We  were  stop- 
ped by  the  sale.  We  received  our  pay  for  what  we  did  in  that  regard.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  delay  in  getting  possession  of  the  buildings,  or  we  would  have  had  them  all  down. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  competition  to  get  that  contract  with  McKay  and  others  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Weroyou  the  lowest  bidder? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  McKay's  bid  was  $57,000  and  ours 
was  $32,000. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  between  McKay  and  your  father  about  your  father 
sellingout  to  McKay  ?— A.  Not  selling  out.    He  was  asked  not  to  bid. 

Q.  Were  there  any  regular  offers  made,  or  was  there  only  a  talk  about  it  ? — ^A.  It  was  a 
regular  offer. 

Q.  What  was  the  offer  f— A.  $20,000  ;  that  was  the  sum  offered. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  want  ? — A.  My  father  would  not  sell  out.  He  said  that  he  had 
never  sold  himself. 

Q.  He  refused  to  fix  any  price  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  he  never  fixed 
any  price.  The  first  offers  were  made  to  me  in  Washington.  I  went  down  with  the  bid  the 
^t  lime. 

Q.  Did  McKav  make  the  offers  there  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  at  (he  time  these  offers  were  made  it  was  contemplated  by  both  of 
vou  that  one  should  have  the  whole  job  of  tearing  down,  removing,  and  rebuilding  7 — A. 
No,  »ir. 

Q.  You  do  not  say  McKay  offered  to  give  you  $20,000  for  the  privilege  of  tearing  dowa 
and  removing  7 — A.  What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  the  bid  waa  dvv\d«4  Vb^u^  \Nqa  T^^'^^xVc&k'dX 
had  the  option  of  awarding  either  part  of  it. 
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Q.  What  offer  did  he,  McKay,  make,  supposing  the  dcpartmeDt  shonid  only  want  bids  for 
portions  of  the  work? — A.  None  at  all.  He  seemed  to  think  the  whole  contract  would  be 
awarded  for  the  whole  thing. 

Q.  It  was  upon  that  idea  he  made  his  offer  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  over  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Q.  After  you  returned  to  Philadelphia  you  saw  him  again  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  his  offer  yourself  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  McKay  say  to  you  that  he  had  any  superior  influence  or  advantage  in  securing  the 
contract  or  a  part  of  it  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did.  He  talked  to  me  about  the  diffi- 
culty of  doing  work,  asking  me  whether  I  knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  do  work  with  the  de- 
partment — in  the  Navy  Department  saving  they  were  new  officers — that  thej  knew  nothing  at 
all  about  their  business.  He  tried  to  aiscourage  me  in  that  way ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  he 
said  anything  about  any  particular  advantages  that  he  had.  I  do  not  remember  anything 
of  that  kind. 

Q.  While  you  were  eng^aged  in  the  yard  was  your  attention  called  to  or  arrested  by  any 
unlawful  removal  of  property  T — A.  Not  except  from  the  current  rumor  about  the  jard.    I 
know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  impropriety  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  property  by  Mr. 
McKay  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  ample  opportunity  for  fraud  if  they  were  disposed  to  prac- 
tice it.    The  material  taken  away  from  the  yard  had  no  check  upon  it. 

Q.  When  you  say  there  was  no  check,  what  do  you  mean  t— A.  No  one  to  see  that  they 
were  loaded,  when  they  went  in  boats,  or  to  see  that  they  went  to  the  navy-yard  or  any  other 
place.  I  speak  of  the  department  I  had  charge  of,  removing  the  old  material  for  the  build- 
ing. We  could  have  taken  them  anywhere  we  wanted  to.  So  far  as  I  could  see,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  it ;  whether  there  was  anybody  to  look  after  that  matter  I  do  not  know. 
The  stuff  was  taken  on  lighters  to  the  na^-yard  and  unloaded  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  stores  belonging  to  the  oonstmction 
bureau,  there  was  any  check  or  tally  kept  at  the  yard  T — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Of  course  you  do  not  know  how  that  was  at  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  ; 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  in  the  engineer  department  some  men  from  that  department  went 
down  on  each  boat! — A.  No, sir;  I  did  not. 

Q,  Do  you  know  that  it  was  not  so  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  I  suppose  sometimes  you  carried  down  several  barges  with  one  tug  7 — A.  Yes  ;  as  high 
as  four ;  or,  rather,  two  barges  and  two  rafts. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  officers  or  employes  received  any  presents  or  gifts  of 
money  from  Mr.  McKay  or  others  t — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  subject,  the  sources  of  which  are  available  to  this 
committee  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  the  rumors.  I  paid  no  attention  to  them  at  the  time. 
I  heard  such  rumors  among  the  men.  The}'  were  tallcing  about  it  and  it  came  to  my  ears 
in  that  way.  Stories  came  of  the  passing  of  material  out  through  the  fence  at  night,  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing.  I  paid  no  attention  to  it.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  there, 
but  I  do  not  think  there  was  really  anything  in  those  stories. 

John  W.  Linn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  contract  with  the  Navy  Department  f — Answer.  Not  since 
the  war. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  effort  to  obtain  -  a  contract  to  remove  any  portion  of  the  material 
from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  make  that  offer  ? — A.  I  made  it  direct  to  the  Secretary,  for  the 
removal  of  the  engineer's  department  and  the  construction  department. 

Q.  Have  you  copies  of  anv  letters  which  you  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  that 
subject? — A.  I  donH  think  1  have. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  with  him  by  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir^ 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  offer  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  in  concise  terms  what  offer  you  made. — A.  Chief  Engineer  Newell,  some  time 
in  December,  1875,  sent  for  me,  and  told  me  that  the  department  was  about  to  remove  the 
tools  and  fixtures  belonging  to  the  engineer  department  from  the  old  yard  to  League  Island, 
and  that  he  was  instructed  to  obtain  bids  therefor.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  bid  on 
it.  I  told  him  yes.  He  then  authorized  Mr.  Rowbotham  and  Mr.  Vallette,  his  assistant 
and  his  clerk,  to  go  around  with  me  and  show  the  articles  which  were  to  be  removed,  and 
they  did  so.    Among  lYiem"WW<i\.Ns-o  ViQ\\«\%vtV\ich  belonged  to  the  steamer  An tiet am,  which 
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lay  on  the  North  wharf.  They  were  estimated  to  weig^b  about  thirty-six  tous  each.  There 
were  also  two  belonging  to  the  Shackamaxon,  weigfhinp^  about  thirty-live  tons  each.  They 
said  they  wanted  these  boilers  removed  first,  and  taken  to  Lea^e  Island.  After  examining 
carefully  all  the  tools  and  fixtui'es  to  be  removed,  I  made  an  estimate  of  $15,000,  and  sent  it 
down  to  the  department. 

'  Q.  That  was  the  estimate  to  remove  the  material  in  the  ens:iiieer*s  department  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  other  offer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  eet  the  contract  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  McKay  got  the  contract,  as  I  understand, 
for  114,500,  and  the  four  boilers  were  never  removed.  1  considered  that  the  boilers  were 
about  one-third  of  the  whole  estimate. 

Q.  Those  boilers  were  sold  afterward,  were  they  not  ? — A.  I  believe  they  were.  I  had 
no  opportunity  to  bid  after  it  was  known  that  the  boilers  were  not  to  be  removed. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  attempt  to  do  7 — A.  After  that  I  heard  that  they  were  about  to  re- 
move the  construction  department,  and  went  down  to  see  Mr.  Hartt  about  it.  I  did  not  see 
him.  I  walked  down  to  the  wharf  and  found  that  the  department  had  commenced  the  re- 
moval of  the  construction  stores  there.  They  had  chartered  the  old  steamer  Burlington, 
well  known  on  the  river,  and  were  fitting  her  up  for  the  removal  of  the  construction  depart- 
ment. I  did  not  do  anything  just  at  that  time  in  relation  to  it.  On  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber I  went  home,  and  my  wife  handed  me  a  note  from  Mr.  McKay,  reauesting  me  to  call  and 
see  him  at  the  Continental  Hotel.  I  went  and  saw  Mr.  Russell,  an  old  detective,  and  asked 
him  if  Mr.  McKay  was  about  I  had  never  seen  Mr.  McKay  up  to  that  time.  He  said  yes, 
and  pointed  McKay  out  to  me.  McKay  said  he  wanted  to  see  me  in  his  room.  He  asked 
me  up  there,  and  asked  if  I  intended  to  bid  on  the  removal  of  the  construction  depart- 
ment. I  told  him  I  did.  That  if  they  were  going  to  give  it  out  I  should  bid  on  it,  but  that 
I  bad  understood  that  they  were  going  to  remove  it  themselves.  He  said  no ;  that  they  were 
going  to  give  it  out  to  bidders,  and  asked  me  if  I  had  any  idea  as  to  what  it  was  worth.  I 
told  him  I  thought  I  had  a  good  idea ;  that  I  had  carried  on  a  large  business  alongside  the 
yard  for  several  years,  and  had  removed  one  or  two  ship-yards  in  my  time.  He  then  wanted 
to  know  what  my  figures  would  be.  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  that,  and  he  asked  me  if  I 
knew  w^hat  the  department  figures  were,  saying  that  they  had  made  an  estimate  on  it.  I 
told  him  I  did  not.  He  said  they  had  figured  it  $132,000.  I  told  him  I  would  like  to  take 
it  for  $120,000.  He  said  to  me,  ''  What  will  you  take  to  hold  your  bid  at  $120,000,  because 
I  can  get  this  contract.  It  is  no  use  for  you  to  bid  against  me,  for  I  can  beat  you  anyhow.  I 
beat  you  on  the  engineer's  department,  and  I  can  beat  you  on  this.  It  is  no  use  for  you  to 
bid  against  me. "  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  it  was,  but  still  I  should  make  a  bid.  He 
wanted  tb  know  still  what  I  would  take  to  hold  my  bid  at  $120,000,  and  I  told  him. 

Q.  What  did  that  include? — A.  Everything  belonging  to  the  construction  department. 

Q.  Did  it  include  re-erecting  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not  re-erection  ;  it  was  separate  from  that.  I 
told  him  I  would  take  $10,000.  This  was  said  in  an  off-hand  way,  for  I  had  no  idea  of  en- 
tering into  such  an  arrangement  at  all  when  I  went  there.  In  fact,  I  did  not  know  what  he 
wanted  with  me.  He  scribbled  something  on  a  piece  of  paper,  folded  it  up,  and  put  it  in  an 
envelope,  and  wrote,  or  pretended  to  write,  an  address  upon  it.  He  then  went  out,  asking 
me  to  excuse  him  until  he  mailed  a  letter.  I  imagined  be  went  out  to  consult  some  other 
party.  After  he  came  up  he  said,  **  I  will  give  you  $8,000."  I  told  him  I  would  accept  it  if 
it  was  put  in  black  and  w^hite.  He  showed  me  his  bid  that  be  had  prepared  at  $1 16,000.  The 
two  bids  were  mailed  together — mine,  at  least,  was  mailed  in  good  faith,  and  he  mailed  what 
I  supposed  to  be  his  bid,  in  the  Continental  Hotel.  Our  agreement  was  put  in  writing. 
The  agreement,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  my  counsel,  read,  that  he  was  to  pay  me 
$8,000  in  consideration  of  my  bid  being  $120,000.  That  he  was  to  pay  me  pro  rata  cent, 
per  cent.in  case  he  received  any  sum  less  than  $116,000,  and  was  to  pay  me  in  sixty  days. 

Q.  You  both  put  in  your  bids? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  either  of  those  bids  accepted  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  his  bid  was  accepted 
or  not.     I  know  he  removed  the  construction  department. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not'  the  work  that  those  bids  contemplated  was  ever  authorized  by 
the  Department  7 — A.  That  is  something  I  know  nothing  about.  I  know,  however,  that  he 
removed  the  construction  department. 

Q.  But  yon  don't  know  that  there  was  a  change  in  the  proposition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sup- 
pose that  he  had  it  changed  so  as  to  get  me  out  of  the  way.   That  has  always  been  ray  sup 
position. 

Q.  I  asked  you  whether  or  not  the  bids  which  you  and  McKay  put  in  for  the  removal  of 
everything  in  the  construction  department  were  ever  accepted. — A.  I  cannot  answer  that 
question,  for  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  informed  that  those  bids  were  not  accepted  ? — A.  I  have  heard  so. 

Q.  Y'ou  know,  do  you  not,  that  Mr.  McKay  did  not  remove  everything  connected  with  the 
construction  department  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  dou't  know  what  he  did  remove. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  he  did  or  not  f — A.  I  do  not.  I  know  that  he  removed  a  large  por- 
tion of  it,  but  whether  he  removed  it  all  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  the  Department  required  a  different  contract,  do  you  ? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  never  heard,  and  never  bad  auy  chance  to  bid  on  an}^  other  basis  except  th\«. 
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Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay  jret  |1 16,000  for  any  contract  t— A.  I  don't  know  how  much  he  j^ot. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  that  the  Department  divided  that  np  and  made  separate  con- 
tracts in  the  same  department  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  that  information. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  information  the  amount  of  McKay's  contract  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  tried  to 
find  out  but  I  could  not.  I  saw  in  the  Now  York  Herald,  the  day  before  yesterday,  McKtj*! 
own  figfures.  From  memory,  he  received,  as  he  says,  $26,000  for  construction  stores,  whatever 
that  mig^ht  imply.  And  also  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  for  something^  else.  And  several 
thousand  dollars  for  somethin;^  else. 

Q.  So  that  the  whole  amount  of  his  bids  came  to  very  much  less  than  $116,000 1— A.  Yes. 
sir ;  that  is,  according^  to  that  statement. 

Q.  Do  you  reckon  the  buildings  that  were  thrown  down  by  Mr.  Rice  in  the  constrocUon 
department? — A.  No, sir;  they  were  not  included  in  my  offer.  They  did  not  belong  to  the 
construction  department. 

Q.  State  what  occurred  afterward. — A.  Nothing  occurred  afterward  in  relation  to  that. 
I  waited  until  the  expiration  of  sixty  days,  and  commenced  proceedings  against  him  to  get 
the  pro  rata  cent,  per  cent,  that  I  consider  I  am  entitled  to.    The  case  is  now  pending. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  that  the  time  that  the  bids  were  sent  from  the  Continental  Hotel  jou 
sent  your  bid  for  $120,000,  and  Mr.  McKay  sent  his  bid  for$1 16.000  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  a  part  of  your  understanding,  then,  if  not  reduced  to  writing,  that  both  bids 
were  to  go  forward  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  It  being  known  and  understood  by  you  and  by  him  at  the  time  that  his  bid  beiog  less 
than  yours,  he  would  be  likely  to  get  the  contract  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  as  part  of  your  agreement  you  were  to  forward  your  bid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  took 
his  bid,  or  what  I  supposed  was  his  bid,  and  also  took  mine,  and  mailed  them  at  the  letter- 
box at  the  hotel.  I  donH  know  whether  he  did  or  not,  but  be  showed  me  a  bid,  and  I  sop* 
posed  he  mailed  the  same  paper. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  that  in  his  conversation  with  you  he  stated  that  he  knew  the 
estimate  of  the  Department  to  be  $132,000? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  to  you  from  whom  he  had  obtained  that  information  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did 
not.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  how  many  scow  loads  of  material  there  would  be  to  remore. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  not  considered  it  in  detail ;  but,  being  thoroughly  acqnainted  with 
everything  that  was  about  the  yard,  as  I  was,  and  more  so,  in  fact,  than  any  other  builder 
in  tbe  city,  having  carried  on  a  large  business,  I  thought  I  could  tell  by  the  lump  as  well  ta 
if  I  had  gone  into  detail,  and  so  I  could.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  knew  what  the  estimate  of 
the  Department  was,  saying  that  they  had  made  an  estimate  themselves,  and  I  said  I  did 
not.     He  said  it  was  $132,000.    I  said  I  would  like  to  take  it  for  $120,000. 

Q.  Did  \ie  state  to  you  in  what  CA>usisted  his  advantage  in  procuring  the  contract?— A. 
No,  sir;  he  merely  said,  *'  It  is  no  use  for  you  to  bid  against  me,  for  I  can  beat  yon, any- 
how. You  know  I  beat  you  on  the  engineer  department,  and  I  can  l>eat  you  on  thid."  He 
further  stated,  •*  You  have  some  very  warm  friends  at  Washington."  He  said,  •*  Mr.  O'Neill 
is  a  ver^  warm  friend  of  yours."  I  said,  **  I  have  never  seen  or  spoken  to  Mr.  O'Neill  on 
tbe  subject,  or  any  other  member  of  either  House,  or  any  officer  of  the  Government."  I 
learned  afterward  that  some  of  my  friends  had  spoken  to  Mr.  O'Neill,  and  Mr.  O'Neill  bad 
gone  up  to  tbe  Navy  Department  to  use  his  influence  in  my  behalf.  I  had  never  spoken  to 
Sfr.  O'Neill  about  it,  altboucrh  personally  I  know  him  very  well,  having  lived  in  his  district 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McKay  say  what  influence  he  possessed  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  that  was  **  one  of  those 
things  no  feller  could  find  out." 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  unlawful  removal  of  Government  property  by  anybody  ?— A'  I 
think  I  do,  but  not  having  seen  it  taken  with  my  own  eyes,  I  could  not  say  positively.  I 
can  state  what  I  have  seen.  I  went  down  into  the  yard  one  day.  Mr.  Hartt  sent  for  me 
and  said  they  were  about  to  give  out  tbe  frigate  Constitution  by  contract.  He  asked  me  if 
I  would  like  to  put  in  a  bid  for  it.  I  told  him  I  would.  I  went  into  the  yard.  There  bad 
been  a  sale  of  a  large  lot  of  knees,  which  I  did  not  know  anything  about.  A  man  named 
Matthews,  a  junk-dealer,  since  dead,  asked  me  why  I  had  not  been  down  there  yesterday 
to  buy  that  pile  of  knees.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  they  were  to  be  sold,  as  they  were  not 
advertised.  He  said  no,  he  did  not  think  they  had  been  advertised,  but  they  had  been  sold. 
I  asked  him  who  bought  them,  and  I  understood  that  he  had  bought  them  for  McKay, 
although  I  won't  be  positive  about  that.  I  asked  if  he  knew  anything  of  how  maeb  they 
brought  He  said  $110.  I  looked  at  the  piles  of  knees  and  thought  the  man  was  joking. 
I  t)ld  him  he  must  be  mistaken,  but  still  be  insisted  that  $110  was  all  they  bad  bronfbt. 
I  told  him  I  should  like  to  have  given  $2,000  or  $2,500  for  them. 

Q.  Were  they  worth  $2,000?— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  would  have  brought  that  in  the  market. 

Q.  Your  attention  was  called  to  that  lot  of  knees?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  looked  at  them  then. 
We  were  standing  pretty  close  to  them,  and  during  the  conversation  I  stepped  over  toward 
them. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  f— A.  I  should  judge  that  day  that  ther«  were  about  fire  hnn* 
dred  of  them  in  the  pile,  and  they  would  have  been  worth  $5  apiece,  or  say  $2,000  for  the 


PHILADELPHIA  NAVY- YARD.  293 

lot,  at  the  lowest  figure.  A  few  days  afterward  I  went  down  ag^ain,  and  the  pile,  if  it  had 
not  doubled  itself,  had  increased  one-third.  As  it  stood  the  second  time  I  should  say  it  was 
worth  from  $4,500  to  $5,000.  An  interval  of  four. days  occurred  between  my  first  and 
second  visit.  A  ship's  knee  is  an  article  which  will  anywhere  attract  the  attention  of  a 
dealer  ;  but  those  hauled  there  last  were  very  valuable  on  account  of  their  shape  and  size. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  In  what  way  did  the  pile  increase?  How  did  the  form  of  the  pile  change  ? — A.  There 
were  three  or  four  piles  piled  up,  and  in  some  cases  the  pile  had  increased  in  height  and  in 
size  around. 

Q.  How  near  to  the  original  pile  had  any  additional  knees  been  placed  ? — A.  I  should 
take  it  to  be  one  and  the  same  pile.    There  were  not  two  piles. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  any  had  been  put  on  top  of  the  original  pile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think 
so. 

Q.  Was  there  any  derrick  around  there  to  lift  them  up  7 — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no.  derrick 
needed.      They  could  be  hoisted  up. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  any  addition  had  been  made  to  the  height  of  the  pile  ? — A.  I  would 
not  be  positive,  because  I  did  not  take  enough  notice  of  that  to  say  whether  it  had  been  in- 
creased in  height  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  say  the  pile  had  increased  in  length  on  the  ground  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  made  an  addition  to  the  pile  on  the  ground  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  of  the  same  height? — A.  It  might  have  been  something  higher.  The  pile  was 
certainly  larger.  It  was  a  pue  of  knees  fifty  or  sixty  feet  long  and  thirty  or  forty  feet  wide 
when  I  first  saw  it. 

Q.  You  would  not  swear  it  was  higher  when  you  saw  it  the  second  time  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  say  it  was  longer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  piled  up  as  high  as  the  original  pile,  you  say.  Are  you  sure  of  that? — ^A. 
It  mi^ht  not  have  been  piled  exactly  as  the  original  pile  was,  but  it  was  a  continuation  of 
the  pile. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  about  that ;  will  you  swear  that  it  was  an  addition  to  the  pile  either  in 
its  height,  length,  or  breadth  7 — A.  From  my  observation  of  it  I  would  swear  that  it  was  a 
continuation  of  the  old  pile. 

Q.  An  increase  of  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  the  extent  of  how  many  knees  T — A.  I  should  say  250  to  300. 

Q.  Were  they  all  piled  up  against  it  so  that  it  made  a  part  ot  the  same  pile  7 — A.  There 
might  have  been  a  gangway  between,  if  we  had  walked  around  between  the  additional  aiid 
the  original  knees. 

Q.  There  were  not  knees  laying  on  their  backs  around  within  a  hundred  feet  of  the  pile, 
were  they  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  were  a  few  lying  scattered  around  like  that. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  these  you  speak  of  had  been  moved  up  to  form  an  addition  to  the 
ori^nalpilet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  think  200  additional  knees  went  into  that  pile  ?'— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  such  was  the  fact  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  to  the  best  of  my  ob- 
servation. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  of  that  to  anybody  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  have  mentioned  it  till  now  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  never  to  anybody  living,  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  removed  from  the  yard  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  saw  part  of  them  after 
their  removal. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  were  removed  from  the  navy-yard  by  McKay  under  his  bid  ? — A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  went  to  League  Island,  if  any  ? — A.  No,  sir.     * 

Q.  You  simply  know  that  that  pile  was  increased  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  these  knees  since  f — A.  I  have  seen  part  of  them. 

Q.  Where  ? — A.  Laying  on  the  sidewalk  at  Queeu-street  wharf. 

Q.  Are  those  knees  worth  $5  apiece  right  through  ? — A.  They  might  not  have  been,  just  as 
they  laid  there.  A  great  many  of  the  knees  I  saw  on  the  pile  are  not  in  this  pile  at  all. 
Some  of  those  which  w  ere  worth  more   than  S5  apiece  are  not  there  now  to  make  an  average. 

Q.  Have  ycu  ever  been  down  at  Mr.  Cahn's  to  see  those  which  were  stored  there  f — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  there  had  been  any  selection  of  the  knees  so  that  the  poorest  of 
them  had  gone  to  Queen  street  f — A.  There  are  a  great  many  knees  in  that  pile  at  Queen 
street  which  have  been  in  a  vessel  and  taken  out  whole.     That  would  decrease  their  value. 

Q.  What  would  the  rest  <.f  the  knees  piled  up  there  average  ? — A.  The  rest  of  them  ought 
to  bring  $4  a  piece. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  your  attention  called  to  any  other  error,  abuse,  or  fraud  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing 
particular.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  down  there  about  the  time  they  were 
removing  knees.     I  had  a  vessel  over  on  Simpson's   di^-doiiV..    TVit'^  >nc^^  \^\r^QN\\\^  ^ 
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good  deal  of  copper  aud  brass  to  Qaeen-street  wharf.  Que  day  I  came  up  on  business  and 
saw  several  persons  there  ;  I  walked  down  on  the  wharf  and  saw  a  great  deal  of  br&ss  and 
metal  being  naaled  into  the  warehouse.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  shame  to  have  sold  it  for 
old  brass.  There  were  a  great  many  brass  breech -screws  all  finished  up,  and  brass  caps  for 
truTinions.  I  suppose  it  cost  the  Government  at  least  forty  cents  a  pound  to  finish  them  up. 
They  were  all  good  or  looked  good,  and  fit  for  use.  On  board  of  one  of  the  boats  I  uw  a 
good  many  now  ingots  of  brass  and  pigs  about  three  to  five  inches  and  probably  siiteen 
inches  long. 

Q.  Were  the  pieces  you  speak  of  new  and  unused  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did  not  look  as  if 
they  had  been  used  at  all. 

By  Mr. Harris: 

Q.  What  was  that  ingot  brass  worth  at  that  time? — A.  I  am  not  an  accurate jadge, bat 
I  should  suppose  twenty  cents  a  pound. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  it  was  worth  in  the  market  over  seventeen  and  a  half  cents  t— A.  No, 
sir,  I  am  not  sure.     We  pay  about  twenty- three  cents  for  it  in  the  bar. 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  of  course,  that  it  was  not  legally  and  properly  there  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Nor  did  you  know  that  it  had  not  been  sold  by  authority? — A.  No,  sir. 


John  McCahan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ?->  Answer.  I  am  a  teamster.  I  do  the  work  of  a  tiQgar- 
house  down  town. 

Q.  Do  you  do  teaming  for  a  large  establishment? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  during  the  removal  of  the  navy -yard,  and,  if  so  by  whom?— A.  I 
was ;  bv  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  bjr  anybody  else  ? — A.  We  did  something  for  Mr.  Reynolds,  also. 
I  donH  know  exactly '  how  it  was  between  the  two.  Reynolds  paid  us  for  one  part  of  the 
work  and  McKay  paid  us  for  the  other. 

Q.  State  what  you  did  for  which  McKay  paid  you. — A.  We  removed  a  great  part  of  the 
machinery  in  the  yard.    Mv  teams  were  about  the  first  that  commenced  the  moving. 

Q.  The  moving  of  the  ship-houses? — A.  No ;  the  old  boxes  of  shell,  and  things  of  that 
kind.    That  was  the  first  contract  of  all ;  the  ordnance  department  material. 

Q.  Who  delivered  to  you  the  articles  which  you  removed  ? — A.  He  hud  men  there  to 
deliver  them. 

Q.  Did  any  officers  of  the  Navy  Department  have  charge? — A.  I  could  not  say  that.  I 
don't  know  how  that  was.  There  were  a  lot  of  men  there  who  loaded  the  teams  as  they 
came  in. 

Q.  Were  you  there  ? — A.  I  was  there  sometimes ;  but  my  foreman  was  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  ? — A.  John  Sheridan. 

Q.  When  the  teams  were  loaded,  what  did  you  do  with  the  goods  7 — A.  Took  them  down 
to  the  wharf  and  put  them  aboard  the  boats. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  boats  went  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  that ;  I  did  not  see  them 

go- 
Q.  Do  you  know  from  hearsay  where  they  went  ? — A.  Some  went  up  the  river  and  some 

went  down  below.«  There  were  some  things  hauled  for  Mr.  Reynolds  that  went  up  to  Qaeen 

street,  I  believe. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  goods  which  McKay  hired  you  to  carry.  Where  did  they  go  ?— 
A.  They  went  on  boats  to  go  down  to  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  of  the  goods  which  yon  transported  for  McKaj 
were  put  on  to  transports  which  came  up  the  river? — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  they  did  ?--A.  I  only  have  people's  talk. 

Q.  Have  you  no  information  or  knowledge  yourself  on  that  point  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot 
say  that  I  have.  I  had  my  force  of  men  there  all  the  time,  and  I  would  go  iu  through  the 
yard,  and  may  be  stay  about  half  an  hour  or  so. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  information  from  your  foreman  that  that  property  did  not  go  down 
to  League  Island  ? — ^A.  Yes ;  he  sometimes  talked  that  way  ;  but  I  don't  know  whether  he 
can  carry  i^out  or  not. 

Q.  You  were  paid  by  McKay  for  removing  those  goods?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  help  him  when  he  moved  the  ship-houses  ? — A.  No ;  I  don't  think  he  used 
hardly  any  teams  at  that. 

Q.  How  many  teams  did  jjrou  have  employed  there  for  McKay  f — A.  From  four  to  eight 
generally.  I  also  sent  some  others  besides  my  own.  At  the  commencement  they  seemed 
to  want  to  give  me  all  lV\e  VvauWu^,  b\xl  d\d  wol  kee^  to  that,  and  did  not  use  them. 
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Q.  Where  is  your  place  of  business  ? — A.  Between  Front  and  Otsego  streets,  above  Tas- 
r ;  about  two  squares  below  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Have  you  a  wharf  ? — A.  No,  sir;  we  have  a  yard,  but  it  is  not  on  the  river. 
Q.  Have  you  any  material  belonging  to  McKay  stored  in  your  custody  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
.ve  some  knees. 

Q.  How  many  ? — A.  His  man  says  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  ;  but  we  did  not  count 
em. 

Q.  Who  carried  those  there? — A.  We  did. 
Q.  Where  did  you  take  them  from  ? — A.  Out  of  the  navy-yard. 
Q.  Did  he  pay  you  for  the  removal  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  storing  them  for  rent  1 — A.  Yes.     He  was  to  remove  them  right  away. 
Q.  What  is  the  character  of  those  knees  ? — A.  They  are  oak  knees. 
Q.  New  or  old  I — A.  They  are  old  knees.    They  were  taken  out  of  a  great  pile  14  or  15 
gh  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  auction  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  see  them  sold  to  him. 
Q.  Did  you  take  any  knees  from  any  other  pile  than  that  ? — A.  Yes;  there  were  other 
tees  through  the  yard  that  were  put  alongside  of  them. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  The  day  that  they  went  on  the  last  contract.  He  was  then 
^pped  a  day  or  two  after  that.  He  stopped  us  all  for  a  day  or  two,  and  got  this  other  con- 
ict  for  clearing  up  the  yard,  and  when  he  got  that  he  went  down  one  day,  and  one  of  the 
icers  along  with  him,  but  I  donH  know  who  he  was,  and  they  talked  something  about 
Bse  knees,  and  he  turned  round  to  me  and  says,  *'  Well,  put  them  up  along  with  the 
bers."  I  cannot  say  who  the  officer  was.  It  was  one  of  the  men  in  tue  yard.  I  dou*t 
low  what  position  he  held. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  knees  transported  by  you  down  to  League  Island  or  put  on  board 
B  barges  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  transporting  of  the  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  we  helped.  We 
Ij  took  it  down  to  tne  boats  ;  or,  rather,  to  the  rafts. 
Q.  Did  you  put  any  knees  on  the  rafts  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  only  a  few. 
Q.  Did  any  go  f — A.  Not  that  I  remember.     I  did  not  see  any  going. 
Q.  The  timfier  was  mainly  carried  down*  in  rafts,  was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  principally.    This 
her  pile  of  knees  was  smaller  than  the  ones  in  the  large  high  lot. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  small  pile  of  knees? — A.  It  was  thrown  alongside  of  the  big  pile, 
id  then  he  set  to  and  hauled  up  to  Queen  street.   He  hauled  the  lot  up  to  Queen  street  first, 
id  the  ones  that  wont  to  Queen  street  were  mostly  of  those  that  were  lying  around  loose. 
Q.  What  were  the  knees  that  went  down  to  your  place  ? — A.  They  were  some  of  them ; 
it  the  gpreatest  part  was  out  of  the  pile. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  he  hauled  to  Queen  street  ? — A.  I  think  there  were  359  which 
e  hauled  altogether  to  Queen  street  and  to  the  other  place.     His  own  clerk  told  me  that 
ere  were  700  of  the  knees  altogether.   That  is,  what  was  hauled  the  first  and  last  day. 
Q.   You  hauled  250  down  to  your  place  and  100  over  to  the  other  place ;  is  that  what  you 
ean  f — A.  I  hauled  more  than  that,  I  think.     I  think  it  was  359  we  were  paid  for  hauling. 
Q.  At  25  cents  apiece  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  some  by  the  day  t — A.  We  hauled  some  by  the  day  before  that. 
Q.  Did  you  haul  all  that  were  taken  by  him  out  of  the  yard  ?—  A.  No,  sir ;  he  had  some 
ams  besides  ours  the  first  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  property  being  taken  out  of  the  yard  without  the  authority  of  the 
Beers  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  think  the  officers  were  standing  there  when  they  took  out  knees, 
any  a  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  anything  was  improperly  taken  out  7 — A.  I  cannot  say,  really. 
Q.  Did  your  men  who  carried  things  out  of  tne  yard  have  a  pass  ? — A.  No  ;  sometimes 
lev  had.    The  last  hauling  they  were  doing,  cleaqng  up,  I  believe  they  took  out  loads 
ithout  a  pass. 

Q.  What  was  taken  out  then  7 — A.  The  force  men  told  me  they  took  out  a  load  one  even- 
ig. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of  anything  ever  passing  out  of  the  yard  when 
le  teamster  did  not  have  a  pass  or  some  authority  ? — A.  No,  sir  *,  we  did  not  carry  hardly 
aything  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Wnat  did  you  carrv  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  Can't  you  remember  anything  that  you  carried  out  7 — A.  No.  There  were  parties 
irrying  out  wood  that  was  refuse,  sometimes. 

Q.  I  mean  anything  that  you  were  hired  to  carry  out  by  McKay. — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
ot  remember.    He  took  mostly  everything  down  the  river.    Wo  hauled  some  charcoal  down 
elow  to  the  island.    We  hauled  it  througn  the  gate. 
Q.  Did  you  carry  it  and  deliver  it  to  League  Island  1 — A.  Yes,  sir, 
Q.  Was  there  any  charcoal  taken  out  of  the  yard  and  carried  to  other  places  ? — A.  No, 
r ;  I  don*t  suppose  that  there  was. 

Q.  Did  you  Know  of  anything  being  stolen  and  carried  out  of  the  yard  by  your  teams  or 
3ur  men  7 — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Or  by  McKay  ordering  it  done  ?— A.  I  don't  know  anylVimg  «\>ow\.  ^\i«kX.. 
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Q.  Do  you  know,  of  jour  own  knowledge,  of  anything  which  was  wrong  f—A.  Of  conrw 
I  did  not  like  the  way  they  did  things  always,  being  done  in  snch  a  bnny,  and  half  of  it 
done  at  night,  boats  being  sent  in  every  direction. 

Q.  Did  you  work  at  night? — A.  Yes,  sir;  several  nights  until  10  or  11  o'clock. 

Q.  What  kind  of  goods  were  you  lemoving  then  ? — A.  Iron,  and  such  things  as  that. 

Q.  For  McKay  or  Reynolds  f — A.  Some  of  the  nights  we  were  removing  for  both  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  from  the  same  place? — A.  Yes,  sir;  near  it.  I  don't  know  whether 
much  at  night. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  all  at  night,  so  that  you  would  know  ? — A.  I  was  down  there  and 
saw  them,  but  not  so  that  I  could  tell.  If  a  load  went  on  I  did  not  go  to  see  what  bo&iit 
went  to. 

Q.  So  that  while  your  teams  were  busy  carting  iron  you  did  not  notice  yourself  what 
boat  it  went  on  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  take  any  trouble  about  that.  I  could  not  saj  as  to 
that. 

Q.  This  thing  was  done  in  great  haste  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  in  great  confusion. 

Q.  Did  your  foreman  tell  you  that  some  or  any  of  the  barges  loaded  with  the  material  for 
League  Island  were  taken  up  the  river  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  did. 

Q.  What  foreman  was  he  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  lives  between  Morns  and  Tasker 
on  Front  street. 

Q.  You  say  that  Mr.  McKay  went  around  with  an  officer  and  saw  the  knees  away  fmm 
the  pile  and  that  afterward  the  knees  were  taken  up  and  carried  to  the  piles  ? — A.  Yet;  he 
turned  round  and  told  me  to  do  that. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  the  auction-sale  that  they  piled  the  knees  T — A.  I  suspect 
may  be  two  or  three  weeks.  It  was  the  last  contract.  It  was  about  three  days  before 
January. 

Q.  Would  you  know  that  officer  if  you  should  see  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  make  any  remarks  ? — A.  Ko,  sir ;  thev  were  talking  private!.?  to 
themselves.  They  said  something  about  the  knees,  as  to  what  they  would  do  with  them,  or 
spmething  to  that  effect. 

Q.  Did  they  look  at  the  knees? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  reason  why  they  moved  them 
there  was  that  the  knees  were  down  near  where  the  ship-house  was,  and  they  wanted  to 
get  in  to  haul  this  timber.  The  knees  were  rather  in  their  way,  and  they  moved  them,  and 
put  them  in  there  beside  the  others. 

Q*.  And  then  when  you  moved  the  other  pile  you  moved  them  with  the  original  pile  f— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Q,  Don't  you  know  ? — A.  I  know  there  were  none  of  them  left  there.  We  took  the  last  of 
them.  This  three  hundred  and  something  that  we  hauled  were  the  last  of  the  whole  lot. 
We  left  none. 

Q.  Were  those  in  the  pile  or  outside  ? — A.  The  principal  part  were  the  ones  in  the 
pile. 

Q.  Were  there  any  of  those  that  laid  around  the  pile  that  you  hauled  up  ? — ^A.  Yes ;  I 
think  there  were  some  of  them. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  whether  there  were  or  not  ? — A.  The  other  party  was  hauling  the 
day  before  and  they  were  pulling  down  a  part  of  the  pile,  and  I  could  not  say,  unless  I  had 
counted,  exactly  how  many  were  pulled  down. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  those  knees  laying  outside  and  around  were  not  carried  to  the 
boat  that  went  to  League  Island  7 — A.  Yes ;  I  am  certain  that  they  were  not. 

Q.  Where  did  they  go  to  ? — A.  To  Queen-street  wharf. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Easby  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  do. 

Q.  Was  not  he  constructor  in  the  yard  having  charge  of  the  constructiou  at  that  time  ?— 
A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  assistant  constructor  there  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything 
about  the  officers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Hartt,  the  constructor  in  the  yard  ?--A.  I  don't  believe  I  coold 
point  him  out  if  I  saw  him ;  but  I  have  seeu  him. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whether  or  not  he  was  the  man  who  was  going  around  with  Mr.  McKayJ 
J  — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  that.     I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it.     When  I  saw  the 

knees  were  put  in  alongside  of  the  other  ones  I  oegan  to  think. 

Q.  You  say  they  were  moving  iron  several  nights  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  moving  iron  in  the  night-time  to  the  bar^s  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whose  barges  ?— A.  To  Mr.  McKay's.  ^  ^ 

Q.  In  McKay's  barges  do  you  include  those  going  up  the  river  and  those  going  down . 
— A.  We  coulu  not  tell  whether  they  went  up  or  down.  They  might  take  them  where  they 
liked. 

Q.  In  the  night-time  who  directed  the  teams  to  carry  their  load  1 — A.  Mr.  Black  was 
the  man  McKay  had  there  conducting  the  thing. 

Q.  Did  your  teamsters  tell  you  that  some  of  the  material  that  was  not  bought  went  to 
Mr.  McKay's  barges  to  go  up  the  river  in  the  night-time  ? — A.  They  said  that.  That  was 
said  by  a  number  of  people. 

Q.  Did  your  teamsteia  teW  -joxi^o^— k,  T^'^  foreman  and  another  roan  that  had  team* 
in  the  yard  as  weW  as  us  lo\^  me  vXx^X  v\\fe^  ^vw  \\wi.\\i.>^^^^\!rf5Ni&«^\^'K«v"^^  there. 


PHILADELPHIA  NAVY- YARD.  297 

Q.  What  waTlbe  name  of  ODe  of  these  men  t — A.  James  Gallag^her. 

Q.  Was  he  your  foreman  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  be  was  a  teamster  there.  Sheridan  is  my  fore- 
man. 

Q.  Did  any  of  your  foremen  tell  you  that  material  which  should  have  gone  down  the 
river  was  put  on  the  barges  in  the  night-time  that  afterward  went  up  the  river? — A.  They 
told  me  that  they  saw  barges  loaded  with  McKay's  stuff  and  saw  the  same  stuff  up  at  the 
warehouse. 

Q.  We  understand  that  perfectly  well ;  but  I  ask  you  was  there  any  stuff  that  should  have 
gone  down  the  river  put  on  McKay's  barges  in  the  night-time  to  go  up  the  river  ? — A.  We 
could  not  tell  where  it  was  going  in  the  nigbt-time.  I  heard  them  say  they  were  loading 
some  of  Reynolds's  boats  iu  the  night-time  as  well  as  some  of  McKay's. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Can  you  discriminate  between  the  two  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  could 'not;  the  boats  were  ly- 
ing together  and  I  was  not  them  all  the  time.  Sometimes  they  hauled  stuff  and  emptied  it 
right  down  and  did  not  put  it  aboard  at  all. 

B?  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  your  men  told  yon  that  in  the  night-ttme  they  hauled  stuff  down  that 
should  go  to  League  Island,  and  instead  of  putting  it  on  the  League  Island  boat  it  went  on 
the  boat  that  came  up  the  river.  Did  they  tell  you  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  They  told 
me  that  they  thought  so ;  but  yet  I  don't  know  whether  they  really  knew  it  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  barge  going  up  or  down  the  river  in  the  night-time? — A.  Nc> 
sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  river  in  the  night 

Q.  Would  not  you  know  whether  the  barges  left  the  piers  in  the  night-time,  or  whether 
they  went  down  in  the  day-time  7 — A.  I  suspect  they  left  in  the  eight-time,  but  I  could  not 
swear  to  it. 

Q.  Do  you  suspect  it  of  your  own  k  now  led  ge^or  because  somebody  told  you? — A.  I  can- 
not know  it  because  I  did  not  see  it. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  those  men  tell* you  that  they  saw  barges  leave  there  in  the  night-time? — A.  No, 
sir ;  but  that  perhaps  the  next  day  they  saw  the  same  material  up  there.  For  instance, 
they  might  see  new  iron  up  there  on  Queen  street. 

Q.  Did  they  say  they  saw  new  iron  up  at  the  Queen-street  wharf  that  came  from  ihe 
navy-yard  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  ? — A.  These  men,  Gallagher  and  Sheridan  and  Brady ;  they  all  had 
teams  there. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  they  live  up  there  at  the  Queen-street  wharf? — A.  No,  sir  ;  they  live  down  nea 
our  place. 

Q.  How  happened  they  to  go  to  Queen-street  whnrf  ? — A.  My  teams  were  hauling  from 
the  barges  to  the  store-house.  My  foreman  was  up  there  often.  They  hauled  first  and  put 
aboard  of  the  barges  cannon-balls,  (&c.,  and  then  toey  took  it  out  there  and  hauled  it  into 
the  warehouse.     I  saw  piles  of  it  up  there  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  new  iron  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to  say. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bar-iron  up  there  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  saw  some. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  attention  enough  to  know  what  the  quantity  of  bar-iron  was,  or  about 
how  much  ? — A.  O,  no ;  there  was  an  immense  quantity  of  bar-iron. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  at  Queen  street  ? — A.  I  could  not  form  any  opinion  about  that.  Things 
were  so  mixed  and  thrown  about.  They  hauled  at  night  up  there  ;  one  night,  I  think,  nearly 
the  whole  night,  from  ihe  wharf  to  the  store-house. 

Q.  For  what  reason  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Was  there  room  on  the  wharf  or  did  they  lack  room  there  ? — A.  It  is  a  small  wharf, 
of  course.  I  could  not  tell  the  reason  they  did  that.  I  think  they  had  seven  or  eight  teams 
one  night. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  say  that  you  saw  an  immense  quantity  of  bar-iron ;  where  do  you  mean  ? — A.  In 
he  navy-vard. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  large  quantities  of  bar-iron  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Y'es,  sit ;  a  great 
deal  went  aboard  the  boats. 
Q.  Do  you  mean  that  immense  quantities  went  on  board  the  boats  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Which  McKay  paid  you  for  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anything  else  that  was  wrong  about  t\ie  mwia^'fcm^wl  Q^  >X\ft 'Sivii-i^i^^ 
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there  ? — A.  I  doD*t  know.    I  thought  the  whole  thing  was  wrong,  in  fact ;  hut  of  course 
was  not  the  Government. 

Q.  Wherein  was  the  whole  thing  wrong! — A.  Everything  was  torn  down,  night  and  day, 
and  lashing  it  about  in  such  a  hurry :  things  were  not  done  with  any  system. 

Q.  Was  it  done  looselv  and  recklessly  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  property  destroyed,  was  there  not  ? — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  During  the  workings  there  at  night  was  there  much  light  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was 
not  any  light.  My  foreman  complained  to  me  that  he  was  going  to  take  the  teams  out  of 
the  yard  altogether,  as  they  ran  into  one  another  and  they  would  not  give  them  lamps. 
McKay  told  him  that  he  could  not  get  lamps  because  they  were  down  on  the  island;  he 
knew  where  they  were,  and  saw  them  there,  but  McKay  would  not  give  him  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  or  your  foreman  applied  for  lights  ? — A.  I  say  he  did  ap- 
ply. McKay  told  him  that  he  had  carried  them  down  to  the  island  ;  that  he  hadn't  them, 
that  they  were  not  there.  He  then  went  to  the  place  where  they  kept  the  lights  and  saw 
plenty  of  them ;  but  the  man  would  not  give  him  any. 

Q.  What  man  was  that  ? — A.  He  was  one  of  the  Government  officials  who  had  charge  of 
the  place. 

Q.  Who  owned  that  warehouse  at  Queen-street  wharf  f  Did  it  belong  to  Seyfert,  McMao* 
us  &,  Co  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  belonged  to  them  or  not.  Their  clerk  was  in  it. 
He  paid  us  for  what  work  we  did  there.  They  call  it  a  bonded  house.  I  don't  know  whether 
it  is  or  not. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  could  not  very  well  distinguish  between  Reynolds  and  McKay  ?— 
A.  I  kept  a  separate  account  of  what  was  done  for  each.   They  paid  us  separatelv. 

Q.  They  both  paid  you  through  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.'s  clerk,  did  they  not  7 — A.  No, 
sir ;  Reynolds  did  that ;  but  McKay  paid  us  through  his  own  clerk  or  himself. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  that  Reynolds  or  McKay  were  in  partDer* 
shin  in  any  way  ? — A.  Everybody  said  they  were. 

Q.  Was  that  the  general  reputation  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  same  night  the  two  employed 
me. 

Q.  State  if  you  have  seen  at  any  time  any  bar-iron  on  the  barges  at  the  navy-yard  that 
was  going  up  the  river  to  Queen-street  wharf? — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  up  at  the  Queen-street  wharf? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bar-iron  there  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Q.  Was  that  a  large  or  small  quantity  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  that.  The  bales  were  lying 
over  and  around  it. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  drawn  to  any  copper  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that  it 
was. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  copj)er  stored  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anything  else  besides  these  knees  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  copper  being  stored  anywhere  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  but  what 
I  heard.   I  never  saw  any.    There  were  men  hauling  copper ;  but  we  didn't  do  it. 

Q.  Who  were  the  men  hauling  copper  7 — A.  My  foreman  told  me,  after  they  cleared  the 
place,  that  he  saw  two  of  McKay's  clerks  following  teams  loaded  with  what  he  understood 
to  be  copper  boxed  up ;  that  he  saw  them  following  the  teams  to  t^e  place  where  they  de» 
livered  it. 

Q.  Who  was  the  foreman  who  told  you  that  7 — A.  Mr.  Sheridan. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  presents  being  made  by  Reynolds  or  McKay  or  anybody  else  to 
the  employes  of  the  Government  7— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money,  goodd,  or  liquors  being  given  by  McKay  to  any  of  them  t 
— A.  No,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  11, 1876. 
Charles  E.  Williams  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harkis  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Answer.  In  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Are  you  a  contractor  f — A.  I  have  been  at  ship-building  all  my  life. 

Q.  Have  you  been  an  employd  of  the  navy-yard  7 — A.  I  tore  up  a  monitor  with  Mr.  Simp* 
son. 

Q.  You  have  been  an  outside  shin-builder  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  jou  make  any  effort  to  ootain  contracts  to  remove  any  portion  of  the  buildings  or 
material  in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  during  the  year  1875  ? — A.  I  put  in  an  estimate  to 
remove  the  ship-houses  to  League  Island  and  erect  them  there. 

Q.  State  on  what  invitation  you  made  that  estimate  ? — A.  I  made  it  to  remove  the  ship- 
houses  and  transport  them  from  there  to  League  Island  and  erect  them  in  the  condition  that 
they  were  at  the  time.  All  timber  or  material  of  any  description  that  the  inspector  shoi^ 
condemn  the  Governmenl  wm  U>  ^\xTSi\?^i\  wA\.\i«\i.  W  ^\iNM\\i^\k^t.  ^art  together  would  w 
extra. 
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Q.  At  whose  invitation  dii  you  make  that  bid? — A.  I  made  it  to  Mr.  Steele  and  sent  it  to 
ir.  Hanscom.  . 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Steele  an  officiTofthe  Navy? — A.  He  as  one  of  the  constructors.  He  told 
le  that  they  were  to  be  removed. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  a  letter  or  a  form  ? — A.  He  told  me  about  what  there  was  to  be  done. 

had  no  specification. 

Q.  Did  you  offer  in  writing  to  remove  those  ship-houses  and  erect  them  in  as  good  condi- 
on  as  they  were  hereT-rA.  Just  as  they  were  here. 

Q.  The  Government  finding  all  the  additional  timber  that  should  be  condemned  ?— A. 
e.s,  sir;  and  I  was  to  be  paid  extra  for  the  labor  upon  that. 

Q.  What  was  your  bid  ?— A.  828,000. 

Q.   Have  you  a  copy  of  that  bid  ? — A.  I  have.     It  is  as  follows  : 


<i 


**  Philadelphia,  ilM^MsMO,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  will  remove  and  transport  the  two  ship-housas  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  and 
rect  the  same  in  their  present  condition,  at  such  places  as  maybe  designated  at  League 
tland,  for  the  sum  of  $28,000.  Any  timber,  boards,  or  other  material  that  may  be  condemned 
y  the  inspector  as  unfit  to  erect,  the  Government  will  furnish  new  material  for  ;  the  work 
f  putting  it  together. to  be  paid  for  by  the  day,  the  Government  keeping  an  account  of  the 
tne.  It  is  expected  that  the  usual  facilities  of  the  yard  will  be  freely  extended  in  pushing  the 
ork  to  rapid  completion. 
*  *  Respectfully.  &c. , 

*•  CHARLES  E.  WILLIAMS. 
*'  To  Naval  Constructor  I.  Hanscom,  U.  S.  N., 

**Chuf  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Washingtony  D.  C.'^ 

I  never  got  any  specification,  and  I  had  to  take  it  in  that  shape.  I  asked  them  if  the  foun- 
ation  was  fixed  for  them  down  there.  I  did  not  calculate  to  put  the  foundation  for  them  at 
league  Island.  I  understood  that  it  was  to  be  furnished  for  me  and  the  place  designated 
rhere  to  raise  them  ;  but  if  the  Government  was  satisfied  to  risk  all  the  timber  as  it  came 
nt  of  the  ship-houses  I  would  put  the  same  back.  But  some  of  the  houses  were  built  in 
E$35,  and  no  man  could  tell  how  much  timber  there  would  be  to  furnish  on  them. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  from  that  bid  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  contract  was  let  do  you  think  that  was  furnished?— A.  I  do  not 
now  that. 

Q.  Did  you  send  it  away  immediately  on  its  date  ? — A.  I  did.    I  never  heard  anything  of 

until  I  heard  that  Mr.  McKay  had  the  contract,  and  then  they  spoke  about  the  price  and  said 

was  $28,000.  Afterward  I  heard  it  was  $35,000.  I  saw  there  was  no  chance  for  me  to 
et  anything,  and  I  did  not  bother  any  more  about  it.  • 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  McKay  about  it  ? — A.  I  never  spoke  to  him 
1  my  life.  I  have  seen  him  down-stairs,  and  I  have  seen  him  in  the  navy-yard.  Mr.  Simp- 
on  and  myself  were  in  partnership  when  McKay  bought  the  Antietam.  That  was  the  first 
!me  I  ever  saw  him. 

Q.  Yon  never  have  had,  since  that  time,  any  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  I  never  spoke 
>  him  in  my  life. 

Q.  Have  you  communicated  with  bim  by  letter  or  otherwise  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  written  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  in  any  way  through  any  third  person  any  communication  with  you  from 
im  ? — A.  Not  in  regard  to  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  During  the  period  of  the  removal  of  the  navy-yard  were  you  there  frequently  ? — A. 
^ot  much. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  that  was  carried  on  there  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  inside. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  outside? — A.  I  saw  gun-carriages  come  up  to  a  store-house  on 
^enn  street.  I  donH  know  by  m  hose  order.  I  have  seen  canal-boats  go  with  iron  and  dif- 
erent  material  to  Queen  street,  to  the  store-houses  there,  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  whether  it  was  bought  or  sold  or  not,  and  know  nothing  about  it  ? — 
L  No,  sir;  I  donH  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  irregularity,  fraud,  or  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
he  officers  of  the  Navy  Department  or  any  contractors  for  removing  that  property  ? — A.  I  have 
10  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  which  the  committee  can  reach  or  any  information  within 
he  reach  of  the  committee  of  any  such  act? — A.  I  don't  know  any  more  than  I  say.  I 
lon't  know  of  anybodv  who  could  give  information.  I  saw  these  boats  and  I  judged  that 
he  stuff  was  not  bought.  We  didn't  know  these  knees  were  to  be  sold,  and  a  good  many 
oen  in  our  business  didn't  know  it. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  sale? — A.  No,'sir;  they  were  not  advertised  to  be  sold. 

Q.  Have  you  looked  over  these  knees  since  then? — A.  I  have  seen  part  of  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  them  ? — A.  Some  are  not  good  for  anything,  and  some  are. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  them  are  good  far  nothing  ? — A.  I  suppose  one-third  of  l\2kft,<Sk^  ^ 
lueeu  street. 
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Q.  Where  are  the  others  ^— A,  They  are  down  below  the  navy-yard  somewhere. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  judge  there  are  at  Queen  street  f — A.  I  should  judge  in  the 
borhood  of  five  hundred. 

Q.  That  would  be  pretty  much  aHof  them,  would  it  not  ? — A.  They  told  me  that  there 
were  a  good  many  more. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  one-third  of  these  are  good  for  nothing.  What  would  be  the  fair  value  of  the 
other  two-thirds,  as  compared  with  new  knees  f — A.  Some  of  them  are  pretty  hard  and  pretty 
old.  I  would  have  to  go  through  them  to  state.  They  would  be  cheap  enough  at  a  dollar 
apiece  as  they  stand. 

Q.  Would  you  take  the  whole  lot  through  ? — A.  Yes  ;  if  I  had  a  use  for  them.  Some 
of  them  are  worth  $10  apiece,  if  a  man  was  building  a  new  vessel  to-day,  and  others  are 
not  worth  anything.  Keeping  them  on  hand  and  not  building  anything  they  would  be  dear, 
of  course. 

Q.  Have  they  the  appearance  of  being  refuse  and  remnants  picked  up  and  brought  together 
miscellaneously? — A.  No,  sir;  some  are  out  of  the  iron-clad  which  they  tore  up;  others 
have  never  been  used.  Some  have  come  from  the  dock^  and  some  have  been  piled  in  the 
yard  just  as  they  were  bought  from  the  Government 

Q.  Would  you  consider  old  knees  once  used  of  any  particular  value  7 — A.  Not  if  they 
have  the  fasteners  in.  If  they  had  those  big  holes  in  noDody  would  allow  them  to  be  oscd 
for  now  work.     They  would  do  for  a  wharf  or  anything  common. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  other  property  which  McKay  bought  or  is  reported  to  have  boagbtt 
— A.  No,  sir.  I  have  seen  these  boats  come  up  to  Queen  street,  and  saw  the  gun-carriages 
go  up  above  ;  but  what  he  bought,  or  Reynolds  with  him,  I  donH  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Sey fert,  McManus  &  Co.  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  where  their  place  i«, 
but  I  have  no  acquaintAuce  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  only  a  small  portion  of  the  knees  that  McKay  had  are  op 
here  at  Queen  street. — A.  I  understood  that  there  are  about  as  many  more  piled  below  the 
navy-yard,  but  I  have  not  seen  them. 

Q.  W^ho  did  you  get  that  information  from  7 — ^A.  I  think  Mr.  Simpson  told  me,  if  I 
remember  right. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Was  Mr.  Simpson  a  ship-builder  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Of  what  character  did  he  say  these  knees  were  f — A.  I  did  not  hear  him  say.  I  rap* 
pose  they  all  ran  alike.  I  know  in  the  navy -yard  there  was  a  large  pile  of  knees.  As  near  ai 
I  can  judge  they  were  all  of  20  feet  high  and,  say,  50  feet  long.  They  occnnied,  where  tbej 
were  piled,  a  place,  say  40  feet  square.  I  have  seen  it  in  the  navy-yara  before.  Now, 
whether  any  of  them  went  to  League  Island,  I  do  not  know,  or  whether  they  were  all 
outside. 

Q.  How  many  in  number  would  a  pile  of  that  kind  make,  on  an  estimate  t— A.  I  judged 
that  they  had,  taking  what  I  saw  in  the  ships  and  places  around,  all  of  eight  hundred  knees. 
I  don't  know  how  many  were  used  in  the  Quinnebaug. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Were  you  not  informed  that  large  numbers  were  can'ied  to  League  Island  ?— A.  No. 
sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  information  that  large  numbers  of  knees  were  carried  to  League  IsW 
during  the  removal  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  that  by  your  bid  you  were  to  transport  these  ship-hoosee  and 
furnish  the  barges  and  the  tugs  at  your  own  expense  ? — A.  That  was  my  calculation ;  yWi 
sir.  My  calculation  was  to  take  the  ship-houses  down  and  deliver  them  to  League  Island, 
and  erect  them  in  the  same  condition  that  they  are  at  present.  Anything  that  was  nt  to 
cract  I  was  to  erect.  , 

Q.  Free  of  expense  to  the  Government?— A.  Yes,  sir;  butanything  that  they  condemned 
was  to  be  extra. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  good  securities  for  the  performance  of  your  contract  ? — A.  I  ^^^'^ 
have  had  to.  If  I  had  got  the  contract  I  could  have  got  it.  Almost  all  the  bids  that  are 
given  out  are  given  out  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  You  say  that  yov\  saw  vW^^i  %^^^\n^  V^'u\^ett  Queen  street.     Do  you  know  whether  they 
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urere  brought  over  there  from  the  navy-yard  in  the  day  or  the  nifi^ht  time  ?~A.  I  cannot  sav  as 
o  that ;  bat  I  can  g^ive  yon  information  where  yon  conid  ascertain  in  regard  to  that. 
!>ther  people  were  there  on  the  ground  at  all  times,  and  would  be  better  posted  as  to  that 
bail  I  am.  Take  Mr.  Adam  Simpson,  ship-builder  in  the  dry-dock.  He  nas  a  drv-dock, 
knd  the  property  adjoining  where  this  store-house  is.  He  had  to  collect  a  great  deal  of  wharf- 
i^e  from  these  boats,  and  knows  about  how  many  barg^  came  and  about  what  they  had  in. 
Be  is  there  on  the  wharf  all  the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  lumber  or  material  that  was  taken  from  the  yard 
ind  delivered  anywhere  else  with  the  exception  of  these  knees  that  you  spoke  of,  except  to 
LiOagae  Island  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  being  delivered  elsewhere ;  but  the  father  of  this 
rouDg  man  saw  a  raft  come  into  Christian  street,  joining  on  their  property,  and  informed  the 
commodore  of  the  vard,  and  it  was  removed,  and  then  went  to  League  Island.  That  was  a 
"aft  of  lumber.  The  old  gentleman,  Mr.  James  Simpson,  went  down  to  the  commodore  and 
nformed  bim,  and  the  commodore  sent  up  and  had  tnat  removed  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  it  was  carried  in  there  for  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that.  Mr. 
Simpson  told  me  of  this. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  that  kind  in  relation  to  any  other  material  of  any 
kind  t — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  other. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  wbether  they  didn't  have  to  put  in  there  on  account  of  tide  or  wind  ? — A. 
When  we  go  to  start  a  raft  we  start  it  with  the  tide  and  go  down,  and  if  the  tide  is  running 
down  it  is  not  likely  that  the  raft  will  go  up  against  the  tide.  They  make  the  calculation 
beforehand  .  The  slip  is  about  four  or  five  slips  above.  It  must  have  started  on  the  flood- 
tide  to  get  there. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Suppose  they  did  start  on  flood-tide  what  would  be  the  effect  t — A.  It  would  have 
come  up  the  river  instead  of  going  down. 

Q.  Is  Queen  street  above  the  navy -yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q,  Did  you  make  any  offer  for  the  removal  of  any  other  material  or  buildings  ? — A.  No, 
sir  ;  I  thought  there  was  no  use  in  making  any  offer  at  all.  .1  was  an  outsider. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Why  did  you  think  so  ? — A.  Because  I  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  chance  for  me 
to  get  anything.  When  I  put  in  this  bid  I  saw  that  I  received  no  reply  from  it.  For  that 
reason  I  thougnt  I  was  an  outsider. 

Q.  Yours  was  the  lowest  bid  according  to  your  information,  was  it  not? — A.  According 
to  what  I  heard  from  the  parties  it  was  the  lowest  bid.  I  first  heard  that  McKay's  was 
$28,000  ;  then  afterward  I  heard  that  it  was  $30,000.  Mr.  Simpson  said  that  his  \vas  a  low 
one.     I  don't  know  whether  he  told  me  correctly  or  not. 

Q.  You  say  that  your  attention  was  called  to  it  by  Mr.  Steele,  the  navy-yard  constructor  t 
— A.  They  had  the  Shackamaxon,  or  the  Nebraska,  rather,  to  tear  up.  There  was  so  much 
money  offered  to  tear  her  up — $5,000.  He  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  go  in  for  her.  I  told  him 
not  at  those  figures.  He  said  the  ship-houses  would  be  removed  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  anybody  after  that  hardly,  yet,  or  who  knew  anything  about  it  much.  I 
did  not  see  any  specification.  It  might  have  been  a  week  or  ten  davs  before  I  attended  to 
it.    I  was  waiting  to  see  a  person  about  it.   I  then  made  out  my  bia  and  sent  it  in. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  the  information  that  yours  was  the  lowest  bid  for  the  removal  ? — 
A..  I  heard  what  McKay  was  getting,  and  then  I  heard  that  mine  was  the  lowest  bid.  There 
was  no  lower  bid  than  mine. 

Q.  The  knees  which  you  speak  of  having  seen  were  at  the  Queen-street  warehouse? — 
A.  They  were. 

Q.  The  other  knees  you  understand  to  be  below  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  understood  that 
there  were  some  storea  below  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  With  whom  ?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  McCann  live,  a^  the  Queen-street  yard  or  below  there  ? — A.  I  don't 
know  that. 

Q.  State  the  name  of  the  person  with  whom  you  understood  they  were  deposited. — A.  I 
don't  know  that. 

Q.  Have  you  any  substantial  reason  in  your  mind  for  suspecting  the  property  you  saw  in 
these  barges  of  having  been  improperly  removed  from  the  yard  ?  If  so,  state  it  to  the  com- 
tnittee. — A.  The  reason  I  thought  that  was,  that  a  great  deal  more  iron  came  up  that  way 
than  I  thought  was  honestly  sold.  I  take  it  that  the  iron  which  came  off  the  Nebraska 
came  up  there.  I  did  not  know  whether  the  Oovernment  had  sold  that  iron  or  not.  I 
thought  it  ought  to  have  gone  down  toward  League  Island,  but  I  saw  it  landed  on  the  wharf. 

Q.  Was  it  of  a  character  or  description  or  did  it  have  any  earmarks  about  it  by  which  you 
recognized  it  J— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  this  large  iron  was  the  braces  that  went  in  the  iron-clad  which 
they  were  buildings  and  which  they  tore  to  pieces — 7-inch-&<^uare  pieces.    1  ^^'v  NJft»X  wi  ^'^ 
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Qaeeo-strect  wharf.    I  think  it  is  lyings  there  now.    It  was  there  two  months  a^.    I  Jon't 
know  whether  anybody  bought  it  or  not. 

Q.  Your  judgment  was  that  the  quantity  delivered  at  the  Queen-street  wharf  was  in  ex- 
cess of  the  quantity  sold  at  the  yard  ? — A.  I  say  I  don't  know  whether  that  was  so,  onlj  I 
know  it  was  Government  iron  ;  new  iron,  which  was  taken  out  of  that  ship.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  sold  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  New  iron  7— A.  Iron  taken  from  the  ship.  The  ship  had  never  been  finished.  Tbej 
were  large  pieces,  say  about  15  or  16  feet  longhand  7  inches  square,  lapped  together  for 
braces. 

Q.  It  was  old  iron,  then,  was  it  not  f — A.  She  was  a  new  ship  before  that. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Is  she  finished  vet  ? — A.  She  was  torn  to  pieces.  The  wood  was  in  the  navy-yard,  sold 
or  given  away,  and  tne  Government  was  to  retain  the  iron.  That  was  my  understanding  of 
it ;  that  they  wanted  to  tear  her  up.    As  I  say,  I  saw  part  of  that  iron  npon  this  wharf. 

Q.  Would  you  be  likely  to  know  whether  or  not  the  Navy  Department  bad  sold  or  not 
sold  the  iron  that  came  out  of  that  ship  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  would  not  be  likelj  to  know  that. 
Mr.  Cook  generally  sold  all  the  iron,  and  he  could  give  you  more  information  than  I  conld. 

Q.  You  were  asked  what  ground  you  had  for  suspecting  that  the  iron  which  came  up  there 
came  improperly,  and  you  said  you  saw  it  there,  and  did  not  know  whether  it  bad  been  sold 
or  not — A.  O,  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  had  not  been  sold  7— A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  recognized  it  as  the  iron  which  came  from  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  it  wa> 
sold  I  supposed  it  would  have  been  an  advertised  sale.  I  never  saw  any  advertisement  of  it. 
Whenever  they  make  a  sale  in  the  yard  they  have  a  catalogue  made  up  and  advertise  the 
sale,  and  of  course  then  people  ^o  down. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  bidders  or  contractors  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  of  any  present,  gift,  or  reward  of  any  kind 
being  made  by  contractors  to  parties  who  were  in  the  employment  of  the  Government  in 
any  way? — A.  No, sir. 


PhilaDFLPHIA,  Saturday,  April  8,  1?76. 
William  H.  Simpson,  Sr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Sta^e  your  name  and  residence. — Answer.  My  name  is  William  H.  Simpson.  I 
reside  at  No.  249  Dickerson  street,  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  a  proposition  for  the  removal  of  any  part  of  the  buildings  con- 
nected with  the  recent  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia ;  and,  if  so,  what  were  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  that  proposition  f — A.  I  donU  recollect  the  date  exactly,  but  some  time  in  the 
fall  Mr.  Randall  sent  me  a  letter  addressed  to  him  (Randall)  from  the  Secretary  of  theNavr, 
asking  if  he  had  a  friend  whom  he  would  like  to  have  make  a  bid  to  take  down,  transport, 
and  erect  on  League  Island  the  two  ship-houses  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard.  The  letter 
was  accompanied  with  a  set  of  specifications  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Did  you  thereupon  make  a  bid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  received  the  letter  and  specifications 
Monday  aflernoon.  The  letter  stated  that  the  bid  must  be  made  before  Thursday  morning 
at  10  o'clock,  and  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretarv's  office  or  the  chief  of  construction,  Mr. 
Hanscom,  at  his  office.  My  partner  and  myself  went  to  the  navy-yard,  examinetl  the 
buildings,  and  we  made  out  an  estimate  of  what  it  would  be  worth  to  remove  them,  the  cost 
of  transportation  and  everything,  and  erect  them  on  League  Island  juat  as  they  stood  here. 
We  forwarded  that  to  Wasnington  on  Wednesday  morning. 

Q.  In  time  to  have  reached  Washington  City  at  the  specified  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  left 
here  before  10  o'clock  on  Wednesday.  Wednesday  afternoon  about  half  past  8  o'clock  I  re- 
ceived at  my  house  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Hanscom,  saying  that  the  bids  for  the  removal  of 
these  houses  were  under  consideration  at  that  time.  He  said,  **  Please  send  proposal  for 
furnishing  and  replacing  the  broken  and  rotten  timber."  This  was  a  consideration  outside 
of  the  specification.  I  telegraphed  to  him  that  same  night,  and  that  was  the  last  I  heard 
of  it. 

Q.  How  much  was  your  bid  under  the  first  proposal  ? — A.  My  bid  was  $35,000.  That 
was  for  the  takin(^  down,  transporting,  and  erecfing  them  at  League  Island  at  my  ownei- 
pense.  I  was  to  furnish  all  transportation.  It  was  also  for  replacing  and  furnishing  all 
broken  and  rotten  timber,  including  glass.     I  think  it  was  6  c«nts  per  foot,  board- measure. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  terms  or  conditions-  to  your  contract  f — A.  No,  sir :  none  other. 

Q.  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  to  the  proposal  as  invited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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or  the  specification  under  that,  you  submitted  your  own  terms  in  strict  response  thereof, 
namincr  the  sum  at  $35,000 ?— A.   Yes,  sir;  it  was  sifrned  by  myself  and  partner. 
Q.  Who  was  your  partner  ? — A.  His  name  was  Thomas  Learning. 

Q.  And  under  your  contract  you  were  to  furnish  your  own  transportation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
I  was  to  furnish  scows  and  whatever  means  I  required  to  take  these  things  from  the  Phila- 
delphia navy-yard  to  League  Island,  and  there  to  erect  the  houses  as  they  stood  at  the  yard . 
They  were  not  put  up,  however,  in  that  way  afterward. 

Q.  Who  obtained  that  contract  f — A.   Mr.  Nathaniel  McKay. 

Q.  Do  you  know  from  any  quarter  what  sum  he  was  to  receive  for  that  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  furnished  his  own  transportation  ? — A.  I  know  that  he  did 
not.  The  Government  lighters  were  used,  and  as  far  as  I  could  observe — and  I  was  there 
several  times  myself  to  see  how  things  were  moved— Government  men  were  used  to  trans- 
port them.  Whether  they  were  under  his  pay  or  under  the  pay  of  the  Government  is  a 
matter  that  I  do  not  know  anything  about.  He  had  the  boatswain  of  the  yard,  Mr.  John 
Briscoe,  superintending  all  his  transportation  there.  I  was  informed  also  that  a  Government 
tuff  towed  the  lighters,  but  I  did  not  see  that  myself.  I  know  that  he  had  Government 
lighters. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  called  to  the  buildings  erected  at  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  he  himself  told  me  that  he  had  just  received  orders  from  Washington  to  reduce  the 
frigate-house  *,  to  cut  it  off  two  stories.  It  is  only  about  two  stories  high.  I  met  him  one 
morning  in  the  car,  and  he  pulled  out  a  long  envelope  and  showed  me  his  orders.  He  did 
not  read  them  to  me,  but  showed  me  the  substance  of  them. 

Q.  Were  they  in  any  other  respects  short  of  what  were  named  in  the  specification  to  you  ! — 
A.  That  I  do  not  know,  because  I  could  not  be  at  League  Island  and  here  too.  I  know  that 
the  frigate-house  stands  there  just  a  shed;  razeed.  The  ship-house  is  erected  to  the  full 
height. 

Q.  Your  attention  having  been  invited  to  them  atter  by  Mr.  Randall,  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  and  you  having  made  a  proposal,  and  your  attention  having  been  called 
to  the  building  since,  and  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  execution  of  the  contract  by  Mr. 
McKay,  state  what  you  would  have  done  that  amount  of  work  for  with  the  advantages 
secured  by  him,  and  one  of  the  buildings  put  up  as  you  know  it  to  be  f 

Witness.  Do  you  mean  taking  out  the  transportation  and  reducing  the  size  of  the  frigate- 
house,  &c.  ? 
The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

A.  I  think  I  would  have  saved  money  at  $10,000  less. 

Q.  In  other  words,  it  would  have  been  a  better  contract  to  you  at  $25,000  than  your  propo- 
sition of  $35,000?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

'  Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  called  to  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  property  was  re- 
ceived ? — A.  O,  yes, 

Q.  Was  it  done  with  care  and  prudence  ? — No,  sir,  it  was  not. 

Q.  Was  any  injury  or  damage  done  to  the  Government  in  its  removal  ? — A.  Well,  I 
should  say  that  there  was.  My  specification  called  for  me  to  take  the  building  down  so  that 
it  could  be  put  back  just  as  it  stood.  That  was  a  matter  of  impossibility.  It  left  the  tin- 
ning out,  because  it  was  impossible  to  take  it  off  and  save  it  and  put  it  back  again.  That 
was  left  out ;  but  the  way  I  understand  the  specification,  I  was  to  remove  the  boards  and 
everything  from  the  side  and  the  roof,  so  that  they  could  be  used  again  in  erecting  the 
building.  There  was  some  rotten  and  broken  timber  and  lumber  I  saw  in  the  building, 
but  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  make  an  estimate  of  them  until  I  saw  them  on  the  ground. 
I  knew  that  they  were  broken,  although  thev  were  standing  up  there.  That  was  owing  to 
the  heavy  weights  that  had  been  lifted  in  the  house.  Others  had  been  rotted  off.  I  do 
not  know  how  much  of  it  they  had  to  renew,  but  I  suppose  there  was  considerable. 

Q.  Was  vour  attention  called  to  any  other  act  of  the  parties  in  the  removal  of  the  prop- 
erty or  in  the  arrangement  of  that  affair  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. *  I  know  a  great  deal  from  hearsay,  having  been  close  to  the  yard. 
Q.  Was  any  of  that  property  removed  at  night-time  ? — A.  Yes  ;  plenty  of  it. 
Q.  Was  there  any  confusion  in  moving  it? — A.  Plenty  of  confusion.     I  don't  know  from 
my  own  knowledge  of  anything,  however,  outside  of  what  I  have  stated . 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Randall  ? — A. 
No,  sir  ;  I  returned  that  and  the  specification  to  Mr.  Randall. 

Q.  From  that  correspondence  did  vpu  understand  that  Mr.  Randall  was  to  designate  his 
friend  ? — A.  Certainly  ;  it  spoke  in  that  way.     It  says,  *•  If  you  have  a  friend  whom  you 
Would  like  to  give  an  estimate,  hand  this  specification  to  him,  and  tell  him  to  forward  pro- 
posals to  this  office  not  later  than  Thursday  morning.'*    That  is  the  way  the  letter  read, 
Word  for  word. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  done  in  any  other  instance  than  in  your  own  case  ? — A.  I 
do  not.  I  thought  I  had  a  safe  thing  of  it,  and  I  thought  I  was  all  alone,  and  when  I  c^ot 
ihe  chiefs  telegram,  at  half  past  eight  at  night,  it  cost  me  seven  dollars  to  answer  it,  ana  I 
thought  then  I  had  a  safer  thing.  I  thought  the  morrow  would  bring  the  contract  to  me. 
Certain  ;  but  I  was  not  in  Washington,  and  McKay  was. 
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Q.  Were  you  ever  approached  by  any  one  to  take  an  interest  in  the  contract,  or  to  be 
bought  out  T — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  was  entirely  outside  of  everybody  else.  I  don't  think  anylwdy 
knew  that  I  was  a  bidder  for  it  at  all.  From  the  way  I  received  the  specification  and  the 
letter,  I  don't  think  a  soul  knew  anvthine  about  it,  unless  it  was  the  party  who  brought  it 
to  me ;  nobody,  except  Mr.  Randall,  ana  the  attaches  of  his  office  here  in  Walnut  street;  1 
suppose  they  knew  ail  about  it,  but  from  a  subsequent  turn  of  affairs  I  thought  I  wu  only 
a  cat's-paw. 

Q.  What  made  you  think  so  ? — A.  Several  times  I  was  around  the  navy-yard,  and  was 
requested  to  make  bids  for  different  things.  They  all  went  the  same  way.  I  was  onlj 
given  the  figures  for  somebody  else  to  work  by.  That  is  the  conclusion  I  came  to  ;  I  may 
have  been  wrong. 

Q.  Who  else,  beside  Mr.  McKay,  obtained  contracts  for  the  removal  of  anything !— A.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  one.     This  one-armed  man,  Reynolds,  was  mixed  up  in  it  somehow. 

Q.  Is  Reynolds  not  a  partner  of,  or  interested  with,  McKay,  in  these  contracts  ?— A.  1 
could  not  say  that ;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  general  reputation  f — A.  That  was  the  supposition ;  I  do  not  know  the  fact 

Q.  I  mean,  when  I  say  the  general  reputation,  among  parties  who  were  dealing  with  him, 
and  the  general  public  ;  did  they  so  understand  it  f — A.  They  understood  it.  Parties 
who  did  the  hauhngand  everything  else  in  the  other  contracts,  understood  Reynolds  tod 
him  to  be  together,  but  I  do  not  think  Reynolds  was  with  him  in  the  removal  of  the  ship- 
house.  I  thmk  he  was  in  the  other  contracts,  the  removal  of  engineer  supplies,  stores,  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing.  Reynolds  and  he  worked  together  in  buying,  I  know,  at  the  sales,  hot 
whether  they  were  interested  in  contracts  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  live  near  the  Philadelphia  navv-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  live  close  to  there,  and 
was  a  very  close  observer.     I  made  it  my  business  to  be  in  there  every  day  or  two. 

Q.  Suppose  instead  of  thirty  or  sixty  days  being  allowed  to  the  contractors  to  hsTS  re- 
moved that  property  and  put  it  up  at  League  Island  there  had  been  four  or  six  months 
allowed  and  regular  open  advertisements  made,  would  the  Qovemment  have  been  benefited 
by  such  an  operation  ? — A.   I  think  it  would. 

Q.  Largely,  in  your  opinion  f — A.  Yes ;  I  think  they  would  have  saved  hundreds  aod 
thousands  of  dollars  in  the  removal  alone.  He  had  plenty  of  time  to  remove  the  houses,  so 
far  as  they  were  concerned.  There  need  not  have  been  any  destruction  at  all  of  them,  bat 
when  it  came  to  getting  out,  so  as  to  give  possession  to  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  at  a  cer- 
tain day,  these  things  were  destroyed.  You  have  only  to  go  and  look  for  yourself.  You  can 
see  it  there  to-day. 

Q.  A  good  deal  of  property  on  the  yard — for  instance,  the  destruction  of  a  house  or  tearior 
it  to  pieces  being  incompleted,  the  shears  in  the  yards  and  docks,  and  other  things  termed 
fixtures  were  not  removed,  and  they  are  there  now  as  the  property  of  the  purchaser,  are  thej 
not? — A.  Yes,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  There  are  two  large  pairs  of  shears  there. 
One  of  them  is  not  of  much  account,  but  the  other  is  very  good. 

Q.  What  amount  of  property  of  that  character  claimed  as  fixtures  has  the  PennsjlTania 
Rai'rcad  obtained  7 — A.  Tuere  was  nothing  much — only  walls.  The  first  story  was  left  stand- 
ing of  nearly  all  the  buildings.  There  were  only  two  brick  buildings  removed  entirely.  The 
rest  of  them  were  just  thrown  down  on  one  side  to  the  first  story,  and  on  the  other  side  to  the 
second  story.  On  the  Prime-street  front  all  the  store-houses  are  letl  up,  and  the  second-story 
shutters  are  hanging  there,  but  on  the  side  next  to  the  navy-yatd  they  are  thrown  down  to 
first  story. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  brought  to  the  sale  of  condemned  material  and  stores  at 
that  navy-yard  ? — A.   No,  sir ;  I  never  was  at  a  sale  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  formation  of  rings  to  become  purchasers  of  property 
sold  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  only  from  hearsay.  I  know  that  it  is  an  old  custom  around  here. 
It  was  done  thirty  years  ago. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  parties  who  belonged  to  the  navy-yard,  or  were 
in  the  employ  of  the  navy-yard,  were  in  such  rings  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  from  Mr.  McKay  or  any  other  person  by  what  manner  of  means  he 
secured  his  contract  for  the  removal  of  the  buildings  at  this  navy -yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  with- 
out it  was  through  the  verv  same  channel  that  I  received  my  specification.  I  do  not  know 
any  other.  He  had  more  business  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Randall  than  anybody  I  ever  heard  of. 
He  was  tbore  frequently. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  from  your  own  knowledge  or  information  derived  from  any  quarter,  that 
Mr.  McKay  saw  the  bids  or  proposals  made  by  others  f — A.  I  do  not,  positively.  I  have  my 
own  ideas  of  that.  I  think  he  was  there  and  examined  them  all.  Mr.  Purves,  who  bad  busi- 
ness at  Washington,  one  day  went  into  the  Secretary's  office,  and  while  he  was  there  McKay 
came  in.  He  planted  himself  down,  threw  his  feet  upon  the  table,  and  sat  there  so  th^ 
Purves  could  not  transact  his  business,  and  left.  He  went  over  to  Chief  Hanscom's  office,  aod 
had  hardly  got  in  there  before  McKay  came  in  again,  and  I  suppose  if  he  did  it  with  him  be 
would  do  it  with  me.  Purves  was  there  after  something,  and  McKay  was  there  at  the  saofl 
time,  and  he  followed  Purves  all  around. 

Q.  Is  Purves  a  resident  of  this  city  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  in  the  junk  business— Partes  « 
8oD,  corner  of  Water  and  Soath  streets.    Charles,  the  son,  is  the  man  I  spoke  of. 
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Q.  Have  70a  any  knowled^  or  ioformation  of  any  fraud  or  abuse  connecteCi  with  the 
laval  servicft  in  any  way  ? — A.  Not  positively. 

Q.  Have  you  any  informatiun,  the  sources  of  which  are  available  to  this  committee  7 — A. 
ls  I  said  before,  only  from  hearsay.  A  transaction  occurred'  last  summer  in  which  McKay 
ras  mixed  up,  before  the  removal  of  the  navy-yard  was  talked  of.  I  keep  a  lumber* yard 
loDf^  with  my  other  business,  and  I  furnished  a  lot  of  inch-and-a-half  spruce  to  make  boxes 
tiat  were  made  outside  of  the  navy-yard,  and  carted  in  there  early  in  the  morning  to  pack 
omething  in,  I  don^t  know  what.    It  was  done  in  the  gunner's  department,   wherever  it 

fA8. 

Q.  When  you  say  early  in  the  morning,  you  mean  before  regular  office-hours  ? — A.  I 
aean  before  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  the  pavy-yard  bell  rings.  My  wagon  used  to 
ftke  them  in.  They  were  made  in  a  Tittle  street  close  by  where  I  live,  in  a  yard,  by  a  couple 
f  men  who  were  at  work  in  the  gun-carriage  shop.  They  were  not  made  for  Mr.  MdK  ly, 
irectly  or  indirectly.  They  made  them  for  the  gunner  of  the  yard,  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  and 
sold  the  lumber  to  make  them  and  received  my  pay  from  him. 

Q.  What  connection  did  McKay  have  with  it  f — A.  That  I  don't  know,  except  from  Smith. 
(mith  told  me  that  the  articles  to  be  packed  in  them  were  for  Mr.  McKay.  They  were  to  be 
hipped  away  for  him.     He  did  not  tell  me  what  articles  they  were. 

Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  now  7 — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  on  League  Island, 
»r  whether  they  have  sent  him  to  sea.  His  residence  was  on  the  north  side  of  Dickernon 
itreet,  one  door  from  Fifth,  at  that  time.  All  I  did  was  to  furnish  the  lumber  and  my  wagon 
;ook  it  to  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  whore  they  were  shipped  to  7 — A.  I  cannot  say  after  they  were  taken 
;o  the  navy-yard.  In  fact  I  did  not  see  the  boxes  at  all.  I  know  that  I  was  well  paid  lor 
my  lumber,  and  was  paid  as  soon  as  I  could  furnish  it. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  employed  in  the  navy-yard  yourself? — A.  Yes,  but  not  within  the  last 
five  or  six  years.     I  broke  up  a  monitor  for  outsiders  last  September  a  year  ago. 

Q.  For  whom  ? — A.  For  C.  E.  Pennock  &  Co.,  through  A.  Boyd.  Boyd  is  one  of  the 
firm  at  Coatsville.     The  monitor  was  named  the  Suncook. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  terms  upon  which  Pennock  &  Co.  had  the  contract  for  breaking  her 
up  T — A.  Boyd  told  me  six  dollars  a  ton  was  the  sum  they  agreed  to  pay  him. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  iron  taken  from  her  7 — A.  It  was  shipped  to  C  £.  Pennock  A 
Co.,  at  Coatsville,  over  the  Reading  Railroad.     I  shipped  most  of  it  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  composed  the  firm  of  Pennock  &.  Co.  7 — A.  No,  sir.  Boyd  is  one 
of  the  firm.  I  don't  know  any  others.  I  used  to  sign  for  them  w^hen  the  iron  was  shipped 
firom  the  yard,  and  when  it  was  shipped  after  we  took  it  away  from  the  yard  I  used  to  sign  C. 
E.  Pennock  &  Co.  so  many  tons  of  iron  from  the  United  States  Government.  I  had  to 
sign  all  the  receipts. 

Q.  You  understood  from  Mr.  Boyd  that  he  received  from  the  Government  six  dollars  a 
ton  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  gave  me  that,  and  then  I  was  to  be  paid  for  extra  services  as 
watchmen.  We  were  obliged  to  take  it  away  from  the  navy-yard,  and  they  had  to  hire 
watchman  and  wharfers  and  all  that.  They  owe  me  $1,H0U  now  ;  that  is,  I  fell  short  $l,dOO 
in  the  contract.  ^ 

Q.  Who  weighed  the  iron  from  that  vessel  7 — A.  The  navy-yard  clerks. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  their  names  ? — A.  The  first  one  that  weighed  it  was  Francis  DnBois, 
also  George  Seaman.    He  was  clerk  and  confidential  or  private  secretary  to  Mr.  R.  W. 
Steele,   then  assistant  naval  constructor  and    now  naval  constructor;  afterward  Jo9t;ph 
Mutch  weighed  it. 

Q.  Where  was  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Pennock  in  that  trade  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. ' 
They  told  me  that  he  got  two  tons  of  old  for  one  of  new.     He  was  to  furnif  h  new  iron  for 
the  old — two  for  one.     That  is  what  Boyd  told  me.     He  was  also  to  have  the  six  dollars  a 
ton  for  breaking  it  up,  which  he  gave  me.     He  did  not  w  ant  to  make  anything  off  of  my  labor. 
He  was  willing  to  give  me  all  the  Government  gave  him. 

Q.  He  and  you  both  then  were  paid  on  the  report  of  weight  made  by  those  clerks  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  we  were  paid  six  dollars  a  ton.  I  had  a  partner  in  the  matter  named  C.  E.  Wil- 
liams. We  were  paid  by  the  ton  delivered  accordiug  to  its  weight,  because  we  had  no  other 
way  of  coming  at  it.     We  did  not  weigh  it  ourselves. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  run  short  $1,800  ? — A  It  cost  me  more  to  break  her  up  than 
I  g^t.  The  number  of  tons  of  iron  did  not  amount  to  the  labor  ihat  I  expended  on  them ;  the 
money  that  we  paid  out. 

Q.  Supposing  the  clerk  committed  errors  by  furnishing  light  weight  7~ A.  That  I  could 
not  get  at  at  all.  I  built  one  of  them,  and  I  alfrays  understood  that  thei-e  was  about  eight 
hundred  tons  of  iron  in  them,  but  this  one  did  not  come  to  that.  None  of  them  did.  I  be- 
lieve we  furnished  the  most  iron  as  far  as  I  can  understand.  We  turned  more  off  ourselves 
than  any  of  the  rest  of  them  did,  but  still  we  fell  short. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  fell  short  of  the  800  tons  7 — A.  I  think  we  got  out  very 
nearly  seven  hundred  tons  of  iron.  Williams  has  all  the  weight.  I  did  not  keep  that.  I 
built  one  of  them,  however,  in  a  contract,  over  the  river.  That  was  the  Kaoka,  aud  that  is  the 
reason  I  made  m  v  estimate  of  the  800  tons  of  iron  for  the  breaking  of  her  up,  or  else  I  would 
not  have  touched  her.   The  Kaoka  was  afterward  broken  up  at  Wilmlu^tQid. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  otber  fact  material  to  this  inveatig^ation  T — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
of  uiy  own  personal  knowledge.  I  did  put  in  a  proposal  for  breaking  up  these  three  larj^ 
monitors  after  the  parties  fiad  removed  the  machinery,  the  Terror,  Miantonomoh,  and  Too* 
awauda.  That  was  through  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Steele.  He  asked  me  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  what  I  would  take  these  old  hulls  and  break  them  up  for,  stripping  the  copper  ftom 
them  and  returning  everything  to  the  Government — break  them  up  clear  and  clean  after  tbey 
'^were  done  with  the  machinery.  Mr.  Cramp  took  the  Terror,  Mr.  Roach  took  the  MiaotoDO- 
moh,  and  Harland  «&  Hollingsworth  the  Tonawanda.  We  gave  an  estimate  for  $10,000 
apiece,  or  ^13.000  including  the  dockage. 

Q.  You  didn't  get  the  contract? — A.  No,  sir  ;  they  never  left  the  places  where  they  took 
the  machinery  out  until  they  took  them  on  the  shop  somewhere.  One  of  them  was  sold  and 
burned  up  the  river  somewhere — perhaps  ^fteen  or  twenty  miles  up  the  river.  Cramp's  wm 
sold^p  there. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  anything  about  the  purchase  by  Mr.  McKay  of  some  ship-knees  at 
the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  and  all  you  know  about  that. — A.  There  were  six  piles,  and  I 
think  there  were  about  thirty  in  a  pile ;  or  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  knees  altogether.  I 
counted  them,  or  tried  to  count  them,  after  the  sale,  with  the  view  to  the  making  a  place  to 
Htore  them.  I  understood  afterward  that  he  got  between  five  hundred  and  six  hundred  knees 
out  of  them  by  nicking  up  others  around  the  yard  and  hauling  them  to  bis  pile.  Mr.  Wil« 
liam  McCahan  aid  a  great  deal  of  the  hauling.  He  has  a  lot  of  those  knees  on  storage  now. 
He  also  had  soiDe  gun-carriages  and  slides.  There  were  eight  very  large  gun-carriages  and 
slides.  He  asked  me  about  storing  them,  and  whether  I  could  put  them  under  cover,  and 
whether  I  would  be  responsible  for  the  brass  that  was  iu  them,  and  all  that.  I  told  him  if 
)>e  made  the  thing  an  object  so  that  I  could  employ  a  watchman,  I  would  be  responsible;  but 
thej' were  afterward  stored  with  the  Pennsylvania  Warehouse  Company,  and  I  think  they 
are  there  yet. 

Q.  As  1  understood,  Mr.  McKav  had  become  the  purchaser  of  the  knees  ? — A.  I  knew  be 
bought  six  piles.  They  were  right  in  the  center  of  the  yard,  away  from  everything  else. 
There  were  no  knees  near  that  pile,  but  the  pile  accumulated  and  increased  in  size.  I  think 
when  they  were  through  hauling  they  had  five  or  six  hundred  of  them,  old  and  new.  A  lot 
of  old  knees  taken  out  of  the  Nebraska,  that  they  broke  up  there,  were  also  put  in  his  pile. 
Mr.  McCahan  hauls  for  his  brother  at  the  sugar-house  corner  of  Otsego  and  Morris  streets. 
McCahan  had  all  to  do  with  these  things,  and  has  a  lot  of  them  in  his  possession  now.  He 
hauled  the  gun-cairiages  also,  and  put  them  in  this  warehouse  at  Lombard  street. 


Philadelphia,  April  12, 1876. 
John  Sheridan  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  What  were  you  doing  at  the  navy-yard  at  the  time  they  were  moving  the  iron 
and  material  therefr«»m  last  /ear  ? — Answer.  1  was  foreman  tor  McCann,  to  see  that  his 
teams  should  be  used  rightly,  and  ■  ee  that  tbe  drivers  stole  nothing. 

Q.  What  did  the  teams  do? — A.  They  hauled  iron,  furniture,  chocks,  and  different  kinds 
of  material,  metal,  copper,  &c.  Some  of  them  to  the  north  wharf,  and  some  to  tbe  south 
wliarf. 

Q.  From  where? — A.  Some  of  it  came  from  the  cellars.  I  could  not  say  whether  it  was 
the  ordnance  department,  or  whether  it  was  bought.  Some  of  it  was  composition.  Rey- 
nolds said,  one  morning,  that  he  wanted  some  teams.  I  sent  him  a  couple.  Wm,  B.  Hamilton 
and  James  O'Brien  had  teams  there  hauling  the  composition,  and  I  understood  itoaghtto 
have  been  weighed.  J  took  down  three  loads  in  succession  to  the  south  wharf,  to  the  bulk- 
head. There  was  an  old  man  who  was  engaged  as  watchman  on  this  composition.  Us 
lived  in  Smoky-Hollow.  The  composition  was  composed  of  brass  scales.  There  might  have 
been  some  copper. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  weighed  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  thought  the  empty  wagons 
should  be  weighed,  and  when  the  load  was  put  on  it  ought  to  have  been  weighed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  composition  was  not  weighed  in  the  pile? — A.  I  don't  know 
that.  After  I  hauled  two  loads.  I  was  going  up  after  the  third  load,  and  the  weigh-master 
asked  me  if  it  had  been  weighed.  I  told  him  it  had  not.  Reynolds's  clerk  had  not  told 
me  to  get  it  weighed.  He  told  me  that  I  shonld  go  on  the  scales  and  get  ii  weighed.  I  did 
so. 

Q.  How  many  loads  had  you  delivered  on  the  wharf  before  you  got  weighed  ?— A  Three 
loads  that  were  not  weighed. 

Q.  How  many  loads  did  you  haul  that  were  weighed  ?— A.  One  load ;  that  was  the  fourth 
load. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  that  fourth  load  ? — A.  In  the  same  pile. 

Q.  Did  you  dump  it  on  top  of  what  was  weighed  f— A.  Yes,  sir:  Mr.  Reynolds's Tn«° 
unloaded  the  wagon.  Jam^a  Bioxsii  told  me  that  he  had  no  iron  weighed  while  he  was  haul- 
ing it. 
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Q.  Where  were  tbe  scales  at  that  time  ? — A.  They  migiit  have  been  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  from  where  it  was  loaded  up. 

Q.  They  were  in  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  right  opposite  where  I  was  loadinsr. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  that  composition  at  that  time? — A.  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  officers  of  the  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  several  of  them. 

Q.  Did  any  of  them  have  charj^  of  the  copper,  to  tell  you  what  to  do  with  it  f — A.  I 
could  not  tell  except  this  one  man  that  I  saw  by  the  scales,  and  at  different  times  where  the 
composition  was  being  loaded. 

Q.  Wa<9  this  man  there  when  you  loaded  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  about  the  pile  when 
I  was  loading. 

Q.  Was  he  there  when  yon  loaded  the  carts  that  yon  did  not  weigh  T — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  met 
him  at  the  scales  coming  up.  I  saw  him  pass  by  several  times  through  the  yard,  and  he 
saw  me  hauling.  « 

Q.  Who  told  you  to  haul  this  copper  to  the  wharf  without  being  weighed  ? — A.  Reynolds*s 
clerk  told  me  to  haul  this  stuff  down  to  the  south  wharf.  I  asked  him  after  this  occurred,  and 
afWr  I  had  been  weighed,  **  Shall  I  go  on  the  scales,  and  get  weighed  with  this  load  f  ** 
That,  I  think,  was  the  fifth  load  that  I  had  hauled.  He  said,  *'No;  just  go  down  without 
being  weighed  ;  go  risrht  down  to  the  south  wharf." 

Q.  Did  you  do  soT — A.  I  did. 

Q.   Did  any  officer  say  anything  to  you,  or  ask  you  if  it  was  weighed  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  any  more  loads  of  composition  after  that?— A.  No,  sir;  I  gave  up  the 
team  to  another  man. 

Q.  You  Hre  sure  you  hauled  five  loads  of  composition,  and  that  you  weighed  but  one  load 
<>tit  of  the  five  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  fifth  load  I  was  told  to  take  down  to  the  wharf;  that 
it  made  no  difference  about  weighing  it. 

Q    Was  that  in  the  night-time T — A.  No, sir;  in  the  broad  daylight. 

Q.  Were  you  there  in  the  night-time  when  they  were  removing  iron  ? — A    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  take  the  iron  from  that  they  removed  ? — A  McKay  had  nie  stationed 
on  the  north  wharf.  He  had  some  contract  with  McCann  that  I  should  take  charge  of  the 
north  wharf  and  boss  the  teams  for  him  at  night,  and  keep  the  men  to  their  work. 

Q.  You  were  not  then  at  the  pile  of  iron  that  they  were  loading  the  teams  with  t— A.  I  was 
at  different  times  in  the  night. 

Q.  What  kind  of  iron  did  they  take  from  the  pile  ? — A.  Some  long  bar-iron,  and  some 
Hot  so  long. 

Q.  Did  they  haul  all  that  to  one  scow? — A.  No,  sir;  some  of  it  went  down  to  the  south 
7<^l]t&rf.  I  saw  three  or  four  teams  of  Keynolds^s  that  came  there  to  haul  it,  and  they  hauled 
It  to  the  south  wharf. 

C^.  When  they  dumped  it  on  the  south  wharf,  whose  barges  took  it  from  there? — A.  I 
Cannot  tell ;  I  saw  canal-boats  and  scows  there. 

C^.  But  these  were  Reynolds'-s  teams  that  went  to  the  south  wharf? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
<^-  Where  did  your  teams  go? — A.  To  the  north  wharf;  what  was  supposed   to  be  to 
^"^  Government  barges.     Our  teams,  in  the  night-time  aUo,  hauled  loads  down  to  the  south 
^'^arf — at  least  the  drivers  say  so — to  what  was  supposed  to  be  Reynolds's  boat. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  they  also  drove  their  teams  the  same  night  to  the  Goverumeut  boat  f 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  iron  loaded  on  yonr  teams  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  saw  them  load  iron 
on  Keynolds's  teams  at  the  new  iron-shed — the  shed  where  the  new  bar-irun  is. 

Q.  Was  that  new  bar-iron? — A.  It  looked  like  it.  It  was  not  rusty  very  much.  Some 
of  \t  might  have  been  a  little  rusty. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  of  that  iron  was  hauled  to  the  Government  boat ;  I 
mean  any  out  of  that  same  pile  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  was  at  the  north  wharf  where  the  Government 
boat  was  supposed  to  be  loadinor,  and  I  saw  the  iron  taken  out  of  the  same  shed  that  Rey- 
nolds was  hauling  from.     It  was  supposed  to  be  the  same  kind  of  bar*  iron. 

Q.  What  was  the  difference  in  the  iron  hauling  to  the  Government  boats  and  that  hauling 
to  Keynolds*s  boats  f — A.  Sometimes  there  was  a  difference.     Reynolds  hauled  old  jnnk. 

Q.  I  mean,  what  was  the  difference  in  the  iron  taken  from  the  shed,  some  of  which  went 
to  the  Government  boats  and  some  to  Reynolds's  boats  f — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that ;  where 
they  were  loading  up  Reynolds's  teams  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  bar-iron.  I  saw*  a  man  put 
bar- iron  in  his  wagon. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  at  the  same  time  putting  this  same  kind  of  bar-iron  on  the  Government 
wagons  1 — A.  Yes  ;  the  same  kind  of  iron.  Reynolds's  wagon  was  backed  in  at  one  door, 
and  tbe  Government  wagon  backed  in  at  another  door.  There  were  two  gangs  working, 
and  they  took  them  out  of  the  same  pile.     They  were  piled  up  on  long  shelves. 

Q.  One  team  would  load  from  those  shelves  for  the  Government,  and  the  other  for  Rey- 
nolds otit  of  that  same  shelf? — A.  If  two  of  Reynolds's  teams  came  in  they  would  load  them 
up,  and  if  the  Government  teams  would  come  in  they  would  back  to  the  same  door,  and 
they  would  give  them  the  same  iron  out  of  the  game  pile. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that? — A.  lam. 

Q.  Did  you  or  n«»t  notice  any  difference  in  the  iron  taken  by  Reyivo\da'%  Miv^Xi'^  >i\\^^^^^x\i.- 
meut  teams  at  that  time  ?-^A.  No,  sir;  there  might  have  been  6on:\e  Votv^  «k^^<^  %ov\\^  ^v^w 
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Q.  If  there  bad  been  any  difference  70a  would  have  noticed  it  f — A.  I  sbould ;  I  did  not 
stay  there  very  lonfi^.  Reynolds's  teams  would  come  to  the  same  doors  that  tbeOovers- 
ment  teHmsihad  just  backed  out  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  officers  of  the  Government  there  at  that  time  f^A.  They  wer«  rap- 
posed  to  be  there.     I  do  not  know  them  very  well,  though. 

Q  Did  the  Government  officials  have  anythin^^  to  say  in  refi^ard  to  what  iron  should  go 
to  Reynolds's  boats,  and  what  to  the  Government  boats? — A.  I  never  heard  one  mike  are- 
mark  as  to  where  itshould  go. 

Q.  Who  superintended  the  loading  of  those  teams? — A.  Different  men;  a  man  saperin- 
tending  to-day  might  leave  to-morrow.     Those  were  men  hired  by  McKay. 

Q.  Was  McRav  there  himself  7 — A.  A  man  named  Morrissey  had  charge  of  the  iron  tlie 
night  I  am  speaking  about,  and  I  think  he  !•  ft  the  next  day.  They  commenced  to  abate 
him.  I  think  it  was  a  drunken  book-keeper  of  McKay's  commenced  abusing  Morrissejr  be- 
cause he  did  not  keep  the  teams  going  faster,  or  load  them  heavier. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  McKay  or  his  men,  in  loading  up  these  teamp,  were  not  acting  andw 
the  directions  of  a  Government  officer  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  under  what  direciious  tbey 
acted,  but  I  know  that  when  McKay  came  into  the  yard  it  was  all  McKay.  Every  one  jompd 
around  then,  the  officials  and  all.  The  gunner,  Smith,  employed  me  to  do  some  hauling  for 
the  ordnance  department  I  presented  the  bill  to  him,  and  he  said,  *■*  1  will  be  damned.  Mc- 
Kay must  pay  for  this." 

Q.  You  say  iron  was  hauled  to  the  south  wharf? — A.  I  could  not  say  whether  it  ws8  Gor- 
ernment  property.    It  was  supposed  to  be  theirs. 

Q.  Ana  you  say  that  Reynolds  was  hauling  to  the  bulk-head  f — A.  Reynolds's  boats  gen- 
erally came  in  at  the  bulk-head. 

Q.  The  material  that  you  dumped  at  south  wharf  was  put  aboard  the  Government  boits 
from  that  place,  was  it  not? — A.   I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Was  the  material  that  wasputon  at  the  bulk-head  put  on  Reynolds's  boats  or  the  Gov 
ernment  boats  f — A.  The  composition  was  put  aboard  of  what  was  supposed  to  be  Reynolds'i 
boats,  and  taken  up  to  Queen  street  and  unloaded  there. 

Q.  And  the  iron  ? — A.  The  iron  also. 

Q.  Was  that  which  was  hauled  to  the  bulk-head  put  aboard  Reynolds's ^boatsf— A  That 
was  the  supposition. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  loading  it  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  men  loading  from  the  south  wharf  into  the  Government  boats  to  go  to 
league  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  several  times.  At  different  times  the  boats  came  into  the 
south  wharf  for  League  Island.   That  was  supposed  to  be  the  Government  boats. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  haul  from  or  about  the  navy -yard  except  iron  or  composition  ?->A  I 
never  hauled  any  copper. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  any  timber  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  hauled  it  down  to  whal  was  supposed  to 
be  a  Government  barg^  or  boat.    It  was  live-oak,  &c. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  any  timber  for  any  on«  to  take  in  any  other  direction  f — A.  We  hauled 
knees. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  any  timber  in  any  other  direction  than  toward  the  (jU>vemment  barges 
to  be  loaded  thereon  ;  I  mean  in  the  yard  7 — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  haul  any  timber  out  of  the  yard  7— A.  No,  sir;  only  what  loads  of  wood  we 
fetched  out  for  McKay's  clerks,  book-keeper,  orwhatever  they  znay  be.  A  man  who  worktd 
for  Reynolds  got  me  to  send  one  of  our  drivers  to  haul  a  load  of  wood  up  to  his  house,  and 
he  said  that  he  would  pay  for  hauling  it.  It  was  old  wood,  I  supposed,  gathered  ap  from 
the  yard. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  any  wood-pile  to  get  it  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  only  one  load.  He 
said  that  he  had  a  pass  to  take  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  pass  f — A.  I  did  not 

Q.  Did  the  watchman  at  the  gate  demand  the  pass  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did  not 
drive  that  load  myself. 

Q.  Yon  have  spoken  of  knees  ;  what  were  they  f — ^A.  I  saw  a  pile  in  the  yard,  and  I  m^ 
it  increased. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  increasing  itf — A.  I  heard  that  it  was  the  order  of  McKajto 
gather  all  the  knees  in  the  yard  and  throw  them  at  the  foot  of  that  pile. 

Q.  Did  you  see  McKay's  men  carrying  knees  to  that  pile  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  teams  hauling  knees  to  that  pile  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  pile  increased  T — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  You  know  that  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  positive  of  that 

Q.  How  much  did  it  increase  7 — A.  There  might  have  been  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  tbree 
hundred  knees  around  of  increase.    The  whole  pile  con.si8ted  of  about  seven  hundred  koeee 
We  hauled  three  hundred  and  nine  of  those  knees  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Who  for?— A.  For  McKay. 

Q.  Where  did  you  haul  them  to  f — A.  Some  of  them  to  Queen  street  and  some  of  theo  io 
our  own  stable-yard.     There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  there  yet 

Q.  And  the  balance  you  hauled  up  to  Queen  street  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  hauled  Uie  leBloi  xXxoa^  VL\i<e«&  (— A.  Mr.  McCann's  teams  hauled  some  of  tbem- 
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Galla(rher*8  te^ms  hauled  some  of  them,  I  suppose.  Thej  were  teams  McKay  had  em- 
ployed every  day  in  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  haul  anvthinj^  outside  of  the  yard  except  wood  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  your  teams  ever  haul  anythingr  outside  of  the  yard  except  wood  7 — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  see  teams  loading^  up  with  copper  or  iron  f — A.  One  of  onr  teams  hauled  out 
two  hydraulic  jacks.  This  was  the  last  day  at  the  navy-yard,  when  wefinished.  This  was 
by  order  of  Mr.  Black,  McKay's  foreman  ;  so  the  driver,  Samuel  Bolton,  told  me.  I  asked 
him  what  was  his  load,  and  he  commenced  a  stumbline.  He  says  that  he  had  a  load  of  junk 
and  two  hydraulic  jacks.  I  asked  him  who  he  was  hauling  for.  He  said  he  was  hauling^ 
for  John  McCall.  McCall  was  a  man  who  kept  a  junk-shop  in  Front  street,  below  Tasker. 
I  said  to  Bolton,  **  DonU  you  know  that  you  were  doiugf  wrong  f  He  said.  **No.*'  John 
McCall  told  him  to  wait  there.  It  was  the  orders  of  Black.  John  McCall  gave  him  the 
orders,  he  said.  I  asked  him  if  he  did  not  know  what  the  jacks  were  worth.  He  said,  **I 
do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  didnot  know  what  they  had  in  the  wagon.'*  I  was 
lighting  my  pipe  in  the  shop,  and  he  told  me  this  was  for  McKay,  and  it  was  Black's  orders 
**  to  load  it  up."  Bolton  said,  '*  I  got  scared."  He  said  that  the  load  was  for  McKay.  I 
asked  him  how  he  got  out.     He  said  the  old  detective  let  him  out  at  the  gate. 

Q.  Who  was  he  f — A.  I  think  his  name  was  Meliick.  John  McCall,  he  said,  told  this 
man  that  the  load  was  for  McKay.  My  man  told  me  that  when  he  went  out  of  the  yard  he 
did  not  let  him  go  direct  from  the  yard,  but  turned  up  Washington  avenue  and  down  Sec- 
ond, and  to  McCall's  cellar  with  the  stuff.  I  saw  John  Briscoe  flying  around  there 
with  McKay.  He  was  the  boatswain  of  the  yard.  He  was.  helping  McKay  pull  ropes  and 
hoist  away,  and  boss  men.  I  saw  McKay  and  him  at  supper.  I  should  think  that  he  was 
a  Government  official,  and  had  no  right  to  run  in  and  pull  ropes  and  hoist  on  machinery 
like  that. 

Q.  If  yon  had  known  that  the  Government  had  sold  Reynolds  all  the  iron  that  they  did 
not  want  for  immediate  use,  and  the  halane«  was  to  be  removed  to  League  Island,  would 
you  have  mistrusted  anything  wrong? — A.  I  would.  Reynolds's  men  went  about  more 
like  thieves — Kenney,  and  two  or  three  more  of  them — than  anything  else.  I  always 
suspected  that  there  was  something  wrong,  and  the  winding  up  was  the  chief  thing  that 
raaae  me  suspect  it.  If  they  met  a  tire  of  a  wheelbarrow,  or  a  wheelbarrow  with  a  wheel 
in  it,  and  thought  it  was  in  their  way,  they  would  knock  the  tire  off.  or  anything  that 
they  could.  I  saw  the  book-keeper  or  the  time-keeper  for  Reynolds  take  either  a  wheel- 
harrow  or  a  push-car  lying  there,  and  hit  a  few  raps  with  a  hammer  to  see  if  he  could 
knock  the  tire  off.     It  was  lying  at  the  blacksmith-shop. 

Q.  Did  he  succeed  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  hit  it  a  few  raps,  and  I  heard  him  say  that  it  was  no 
use.     He  made  that  remark  to  Kenney. 

Q.  Were  the  wheels  good  for' any  thing  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  the  spokes  were  not  very  good.  I 
heard  people  say  that  they  saw  flre-buckets  on  Reynolds's  boats.  I  think  it  was  James 
O'Brien,  although  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Was  any  timber  that  you  saw  there  put  in  the  water? — A.  Yes, sir,  it  was  put 
in  rafts. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  those  rafts? — A.  McKay  had  so  many  foremen,  I  don't  know  who 
had  charge  of  it. 

Q.  Did  McKay's  men  take  the  timber  as  you  hauled  it,  and  raft  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  that  timber  go  away  from  the  yard,  in  either  direction  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

By  the  Chauman  : 

Q.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  hurry  and  confusion  in  the  removal  of  the  property,  was 
there  not  ? — A.  Ye.**,  sir ;  there  was,  indeed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  fact,  if  it  was  so,  of  the  absence  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  in  con- 
trolling the  removal  of  the  property,  particularly  in  the  constrnction  department? — A.  I 
ihw  oracers  about  there.     It  seems  that  McKay  could  control  them  all. 


Phil ADRLPHi A,  April  11,1 876. 
Adam  Simpson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  reside  or  do  business  near  a  place  called  Queen-street  wharf,  do  you  not  ? 
'-—Answer.  I  do  ;  adjoining  the  property  at  Queen  street. 

•  ^  Q.  Slate  if  at  any  time  you  have  seen  any  irregularity,  or  impropriety,  or  illegality  in  the 
i*«movttl  of  any  property  of  the  Government  from  the  navy-yard? — A.  At  the  time  of  the 
x*emoval  of  the  material  in  the  yard,  J  saw  either  thirteen  or  fifteen  pieces  of  white-oak 
timber  hauled  into  our  dock,  and  there  made  fast.  My  impression  was  that  it  wa$^  «lAl<i^v^ 
trom  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  becau^ie  I  had  seeu  the  same  km^  ot  Wtg^^t  vc^NX^^  1^^^> 
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and  was  under  the  impression  if  it  was  sold  that  I  should  certainly  have  a  chance  to  bid 
on  it.  I  then  made  up  my  mind  that  no  stolen  property  from  the  navy-yard  should  be 
within  our  limits  or  in  our  vicinity.  I  sent  a  note  down  to  the  commodore  of  the  navj-j&rd 
stating  that  this  timber  was  right  under  our  noses,  and  I  had  every  reason  to  beliere  it 
was  stolen,  and,  therefore,  I  would  like  him  to  send  somebody  to  take  it  away,  m  we  did 
not  harbor  any  stolen  goods.  Those  are  pretty  cearly  the  words  that  I  used.  I  then  re> 
ceived  a  note  frofti  the  commodore  of  the  yar3,  returning  his  sincere  thanks  to  me  forfrivin^ 
him  that  information.     He  fent  a  tug-boat  and  some  men,  and  removed  it. 

I  will  now  state  what  little  I  know  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  the  knees.  There  vasa 
sale  in  the  yard  of  scrap-irou  and  refuse  stuff  that  was  of  no  account.  I  looked  at  tbe  ad- 
vertisement and  found  that  there  whs  no  timber  named  in  it,  and,  therefore,  did  not  ^onear 
it.  Imiuedintely  after  the  sale  I  was  informed  that  there  had  been  a  very  large  lot  of  ships' 
knees  sold.  I  heard  of  the  price  they  were  sold  at,  and  it  astonished  me  so  greatly  that  I  spoke 
to  my  father,  suggesting  that  we  go  down  and  see  what  they  looked  like.  I  took  it  for  granted 
that  they  were  worth  more  than  that  for  fire-wood,  let  alone  ship  purposes.  We  examioed 
the  knees  and  went  all  around  the  pile,  find  found  some  very  eood  and  some  very  poor.  To 
my  utter  astonishment,  in  eight  or  ten  days  afterward,  I  had  occasion  to  go  down  io  the 
yard,  and  found  that  the  pile  nad  increased  considerably.  I  asked  one  of  the  teamster^ 
who  was  hauling  stuff  down  to  the  barges,  <&c.,  how  the  pile  of  knees  had  increased.  He 
said,  *'  we  have  oeen  gathering  the  knees  up  all  around  the  yard  by  McKay's  orders, put- 
ting them  in  the  pile. 

Q.  The  fact  was  that  you  saw  the  pile  of  knees  directly  after  the  sale,  and  subsequently, 
within  a  few  days,  you  saw  them  again.     In  that  time  the  pile  had  increased  f — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Largely  increased  ? — A.  Very  largely. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  first  saw  them,  how  many  knees  do  you  suppose  there  were  ?— A.  I 
should  suppose  there  must  have  been  500  in  the  pile.  That  is  a  guess,  of  course.  Judging 
as  an  expert,  I  should  nay  about  that  number. 

Q.  When  you  saw  them  again,  what  is  your  estimate  7 — A.  I  candidly  think  that  that  pile 
had  increased  '2U0,  from  those  gathered  up  around  the  yard. 

Q.  You  e&y  that  you  had  looked  over  the  catalogue  or  advertisement,  and  saw  do  men- 
tion made  of  the  knees  and  other  timber  ? — A.  The  foreman  told  me  in  the  yard,  after  I  made 
inquiries  there,  that  McKay  had  these  knees  sprung  on  the  tail  end.  or  bottom,  of  tbe  cata- 
logue. I  am  positive  that  they  were  not  advertised.  If  they  had  been  I  should  eertainljr 
have  attended  the  sale. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Hhip-carpenter  f — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  knees  f — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Have  you  a  good  opinion  of  what  a  good  knee  is  when  you  see  it  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Now  as  to  this  additional  number  of  knees  that  were  placed  there,  from  your  inspec- 
tion of  them  can  you  say  whether  they  were  a  valuable  increase  or  not  f — A.  They  were  a 
valuable  increase. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  when  that  lot  of  white-oak  timber  of  which  you  have  spoken 
was  brought  to  your  dock — whether  in  the  night-time  or  the  day-time  ? — A.  I  think  it  w'a« 
brought  there  between  the  hours  of  12  and  ]  o'clock,  when  everybody  was  at  dinner.  It  was 
scarcely  made  fast  when  I  discovered  it. 

Q.  Could  it  have  been  brought  up  there  by  the  flow  of  the  tide,  or  tlie  reflow  ?— A.  No, 
sir ;  it  never  could  have  been  got  there  by  the  tide.  It  was' impossible  for  it  to  get  there  bj 
tbe  flow  of  the  tide. 

By  Mr.  Bitrleioh  : 

Q.  Were  they  large  sticks  of  timber? — A.  Yes,  sir:  they  were  good  sticks  of  timb*''. 
They  were  brought  up  in  the  head  of  tbe  dock  between  two  long  piers^ 

Q.  How  soon  after  you  saw  that  did  you  report  the  fact  to  the  commodore  T — A.  Within 
a  few  hours  after  I  first  saw  it.  I  sent  a  message  at  once  to  the  commodore,  and  be  wrote 
imm'ediately  thanking  me  for  the  information. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  soon  were  they  taken  away  T — A.  I  think  it  was  the  next  morning.  He  sent  a 
tug- boat,  and  also  an  order  to  me  to  show  the  men  where  the  timber  was. 

By  the  Chairm.\n  : 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the  means  by  which  this  lot  of  timber  was  bronpht 
to  your  dock  7 — A.  It  might  have  been  brought  there  by  a  tug-boat,  or  by  means  of  row- 
boats.  It  must  have  been  towed  therein  some  shape  or  form  or  it  could  not  havagotio 
there. 

Q.  It  was  not  in  the  direction  from  the  navy-yard  to  League  Island  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was 
right  the  revf'rse. 

Q.  And,  as  I  understand  you,  it  must  have  got  there  designedly  f — A.  Yes;  thstisnij 
candid  opinion.     It  could  not  have  got  there  in  any  other  way. 

Q.  Have  you  knowledge  of  any  other  abuse  or  fraud  ? — A.  I  saw  considerable  in  ^^^V'J. 
of  canal- boats  loaded  y*\lVi  )QiaB6^  \ioii,  &,t.,  Vi«vxi%  d\^c\iar^ed  right  alongside  of  our^'ardat 
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Qneeo  street,  near  the  warehouse  there.  I  noticed  it  more  particalarly  for  the  reason  that 
;here  was  so  much  new  stuff.  For  instance,  screws,  such  as  are  put  under  the  breech  of  a 
2^un  to  elevate  it,  and  the  bearing^s  or  sockets,  everything  was  new.  Thej  had  never  been 
ised.  I  suppose  three  or  four  canal-boats  full  of  that  was  landed.  Another  thingf  that  made 
me  notice  it  particularly  was,  that  it  would  eo  into  the  store-house,  as  you  mi^ht  say,  iu  the 
oiomin^r,  ana  go  out  in  the  afternoon;  or,  if  it  went  in  in  the  afternoon  it  would  j^o  out  the 
lext  morningf.  It  did  not  tarry  there  but  a  few  hours.  That  was  under  the  supervision  of 
llr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  McKay.     I  saw  McKay  around  there  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  You  say  that  this  was  new  ? — A.  The  {j^reater  portion  of  it  was  new. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  property  that  had  been  bought  by  either  one  of  these 
parties  f — ^A.  I  cannot  say.  All  I  know  is  that  I  saw  the  stuff  landed  and  taken  into  this 
place. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  noticed  a  quantity  of  brass  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that 
is  what  I  am  speaking  of ;  this  new  brass  in  particular.  I  also  saw  pig  brass  taken  out  of 
these  canal-boats,  and  put  into  that  place. 

Q.  You  mean  small  bars  7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  70  or  80  pounds. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  saw  that  stuff  moved  from  the  warehouse  pretty  soon? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
As  I  have  said  before,  sometimes  it  would  go  in  there  in  the  morning,  and  out  the  other  way 
in  the  afternoon.  There  are  two  entrances.  They  could  haul  in  on  the  back  way,  and  haul 
out  on  Swanson  street. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  called  to  any  transportation  of  material  made  by  means  of 
carts  from  the  navy -yard  to  that  old  warehouse  7 — A.  That  was  not  under  my  personal 
knowledge.  I  heard  a  teamster,  named  Gallagher,  who  did  a  great  deal  of  hauling  in  the 
yard,  say  that  he  hauled  a  great  deal  to  Clyde's  line. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  parties  speak  of  matters  within  their  own  knowledge  ? — A.  I 
heard  a  foreman  of  teamsters,  whose  name  I  don't  remember,  speaking  of  McKay  putting 
the  lights  out,  and  turning  the  teams  down  from  one  pier  to  another ;  but  I  became  disgusted 
with  hearing  so  much  of  it.     I  also  heard  Gallagher  say  things  of  that  kind. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  was  a  large  amount  of  this  copper  or  l)ra8s, 
that  was  in  the  pig  7 — A.  I  cannot  say  how  much  there  was  of  it,  but  I  saw  some  of  these 
pigs  taken  out  of  the  boats. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think  you  saw? — A.  I  saw  them  carrying  them  across,  putting 
them  into  a  cart,  and  taking  them  into  this  place.  I  would  not  like  to  say  how  many.  I 
don't  doubt  but  what  there  was  a  half-dozen  cart-loads  of  that  kind.  There  were  different 
kinds  of  brass  and  that  was  mixed  along  with  it. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  there  were  half  a  dozen  cart-loads  of  pig  brass  ? — A.  I  wouldn't  like 
to  say  that  there  were.  I  had  no  occasion  to  take  particular  notice  of  it.  I  could  see  them 
throwing  it  into  the  cart. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  this  was  brass  or  composition  metal,  do  you  7 — A.  It  was 
composition  and  bra^^s,  also. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  this  was  pig-copper  or  not  ? — A.  It  was  composition. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  much  brass  or  copper  do  you  say  now,  without  guessing  at  it,  you  can  swear 
you  saw  moved  from  a  canal-boat  to  a  cart  7  You  have  said,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Burleigh, 
you  have  no  knowledge  that  there  were  a  half- dozen  cart-loads.  Did  you  see  one  cart-load 
of  pigs  1 — A.  I  saw  three  or  four  canal-boat  loads  of  brass  aud  composition,  and  a  great  deal 
of  new  among  it. 

Q.  You  saw  three  or  four  canal-boat  loads  of  brass  and  composition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  you  sweat*  to  ? — A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  single  boat  that  had  nothing  else  but  brass? — A.  I  saw  some  boats  that 
had  iron. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  canal-boat  coming  there  with  nothing  but  brass  or  composition  on 
board  ? — A.  That  I  could  not  swear  to  positively,  because  some  of  these  boats  that  had  brass 
Or  composition  in,  had  shell  and  round-shot  iu  the  bottom. 

Q.  But  you  have  sworn  that  you  saw  three  or  four  canal-boat  loads  of  brass.  I  want  to 
know  if  you  saw  one  canal-boat  loaded  with  nothing  but  brass  7 — A.  I  could  not  say  as  to 
that. 

Q.  How,  then,  are  you  able  to  say  that  you  saw  three  or  four  canal-boats  of  brass,  if  you 
didn't  see  one? — A.  Well,  mostly  brass,  I  would  swear  to,  but  1  would  not  like  to  swear 
[>ositively  that  they  had  nothing  else  but  composition  aud  brass.     I  will  say  mostly  brass. 

Q.  How  near  were  you  to  one  of  them? — A.  On  the  deck  looking  down  the  hold  of 
»ome. 

Q.  You  were  on  board  of  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  You  say  that  you  saw  one  almost  wholly  loaded  with  brass? — A.  Yes, sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  whom  it  was  delivered  7 — A.  That  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  Mr.  McKay  bought  any  composition  ? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  did  not  f — ^A.  I  cannot  say. 
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and  was  under  the  impression  if  it  was  sold  that  I  should  certain^ 
on  it.     I  then  made  up  my  niiud  that  no   stolen  property  froip  ?,    ^ 
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within  our  limits  or  in  our  vicinity.    I  sent  a  note  down  to  the 
stating  that  this  timber  was  right  under  our  noses,  and  I  )*, 
was  stolen,  and,  therefore,  I  would  like  him  to  send  some'  .: 
not  harbor  any  stolen  goods.     Those  are  pretty  cearly  t* 
ceived  a  note  frofti  the  commodore  of  the  yarJ,  returnir 
him  that  information.     He  fent  a  tug«boat  and  some    /  .  ;  -  « 

I  will  now  state  what  little  I  know  in  reference'  ;. 

sale  in  the  yard  of  scrap-iron  and  refuse  stuff  that 
vertisement  and  fiiund  thai  there  whs  no  timber    .      '/,  '. 
it.     Immediately  after  the  sale  I  was  informed  ♦  .  *  , 

knees  sold.    I  heard  of  the  price  they  were  soli* 
to  my  father,  suggesting  that  we  go  down  an 
that  they  were  worth  more  than  that  for  fi* 
the  knees  and  went  all  around  the  pile,  ^- 
niy  utter  astonishment,  in  eight  or  ter 
yard,  and  found  that  the  pile  nad  inc 
who  was  hauling  stuff  down  to  the  \ 
said,  '*  we  have  oeen  gathering  the 
tin^  them  in  the  pile. 

Q.  The  fact  was  that  you  sav 
within  a  few  days,  you  saw  th 

Q.  Largely  increased  ? — A  - 

Q.  At  the  time  you  first         -brass  and  iron.     I  will  not  leave  the  iron  out. 
shoiild  suppose  there  mus'     «^^  ^^  of  difference  in  the  value  of  it,  wouldn*t  it?  I 
as  an  expert,  I  should  kf   ,/    ^^''^  you  swear  that  you  saw  fifty  tons  of  copper  aud  brMS 

Q.  When  you  saw  th  ^^«**^  calculation  :  I  would  swear  to  a  hundred  tons, 
bad  increased  *200,  frc   O^^^^^^  *"^  brass  and  metal  of  that  class  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  to  the  best 

Q.  You  8ay  that      p  ^'>®*:         .    ,_         ^., 
tion  made  of  thek'  vV^  ^  ^"**  timber.    Did  you  not  see  anybody  bring  it  there  t—A. 

inquiries  there,  th  ,'^     .    _      ,  .         .     .        , 

logue.     I  am  pr      -.anybody  about  there  during  that  day,  who  looked  as  though  he  was  poiDg 

have  attended      f  X«>-  *'**  •  ^  ^*'P^  *  watch  around  there  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  I  gave  our 
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anything  abont  Ur. 
i-ong  about  that  t  Yon 
i  altogether  rirht. 
that  was  a  steal  of  some 
ss  I  have  some  data  to  go  on. 
ad  out  whether  you  come  beie 
.     ,  dw,  that  something  was  wrong,  or 

.  your  intimation.     If  you  know  that 
.ee  to  this  committee  or  to  yoarself  if  yoa 
^,  if  I  knew  of  anything  directly  that  wag 
i  possibly  could.    My  impressions  were  tbat 
J  data  to  go  on. 
u  your  judgment,  there  were  three  canal-boats  loadfid 
J  be,  in  all  the  copper  and  brass  you  saw,  three  loads  for 
.e  best  of  my  knowledge,  that  there  were  three  canal-boats, 
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>^^yof  it  piled  one  above  the  other?— A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  all  aide  by  side, 
^Jj^  either  13  or  15,  and  I  would  not  be  positive  which. 
/5^V*^  it  large  timber? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i'j,<ii  never  had  any  knowledge  or  intimation  of  who  brought  that  there T — A.  No, sir; 
*';y  tried  my  best  to  find  out  since,  but  I  could  not  do  so. 
/fV""  inferred  that  somebody  had  stolen  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
jf  \V^asnH  it  a  little  remarkable  that  fifteen  sticks  of  white  oak  should  be  stolen  at  middij 
/brought  into  your  dock  in  midday  and  tied  up  and  nobody  know  anything  about  it?— 
''/t  was  done  between  twelve  and  one,  and  everybody  was  at  dinner. 
'^Q.  Did  you  afterward  find  out  anything  about  it  f— A.  No,  sir. 
Q    Did  you  .see  the  commodore  afterward  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  the  navy -yard  to  niake  any  inquiry  in  relation  to  that  timber?— A. 
Xo,  sir  ;  I  did  not  think  it  was  worth  while  after  he  came  and  took  it  away.  I  was  glad  to 
get  rid  of  it. 

Q.  It  only  staid  there  from  one  day  at  noon  until  the  next  morning  at  ten  o'clock?— A. 
He  attended  to  it  at  once. 

Q.  Did  you  look  over  these  knees  to  see  what  proportion  of  them  were  good?— A. Yes, 
sir ;  I  looked  all  around  the  pile. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  thev  were  worth  7 — A.  There  were  some  very  good  ones.  Soai« 
were  worth  twenty  dollars  and  others  were  not  worth  two  dollars. 

Q  Was  there  anybody  to  pay  twenty  dollars  for  them  ?— A.  Dealers  in  wood  didn't  kno* 
anything  about  the  sale,  because  it  was  not  advertised. 

Q.  Was  there  any  market  for  those  knees  here  that  would  have  made  any  of  them  worth 
twenty  dollars  apiece  t  Would  you  have  given  twenty  dcNIars  for  any  of  them  ?— A  Ytf. 
sir  ;  there  are  some  among  them  now  that  I  would  give  twenty  dollars  for,  if  I  was  allowed 
to  pick  them  out.   Others  I  would  not  give  more  than  ten. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  of  that  kind?— A.  There  might  have  been  a  hundred  in  *« 
lot  that  I  would  give  twenty  dollars  for. 
Q.   Do  you  think  there  were  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  the  market  as  it  was  at  that  time,  ship-building  being  as  it  was,  whatdoyoa 
suppose,  taking  ibem  aa  1W7  &Voo^,  \.\iQ«ib  \}ti«x\u6j\  V^^vAi^t&sid  those  that  had  not  been  us«d> 
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they  wonld  liave  brought  in  the  pile  at  an  advertised  auction  f — ^A.  Thej  woald  have 
brooj^ht  from  $'i,000  to  $'^,500  under  the  hammer,  I  candidly  believe. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  You  say  that  you  are  a  ship-carpenter  and  builder  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Acquainted  with  ships*  knees  such  as  they  use  in  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  of  these  knees  there  that  you  think  wonld  be  serviceable  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, such  knees  as  they  are  buying  and  receivinp  every  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  this  pile  should  yon  think  could  be  worked  in  in  the  navy-yard  f — A. 
That  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  say  without  close  examination.  I  should  say  from  one-half 
to  two-thirds  could  have  been  uned  for  the  Gttvernment  purposes.  For  instance,  if  they 
want  a  six  or  eig^ht  inch  knee,  and  it  is  a  little  sappy  or  bad.  they  reduce  it  and  use  it 
for  whatever  purposea  they  may  want  it.  Yes,  I  should  say  two-thirds  of  them  could  be 
used  by  the  Government. 

Adjourned. 


Philadelphia,  April  II,  1876. 
James  Simpson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  I  was  a  ship-builder,  in  the  dry-dock  busi- 
ness. I  am  now  out  of  it,  but  my  sous  are  in  the  business,  and  I  go  down  to  the  wharves 
and  back  and  forth. 

Q.  Are  you  a  native  of  Philadf>lphia  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   Have  you  a  wharf  somewhere  near  Queen  street? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  own  the  property  next  to  th«  warehouse  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  about  the  time  the  Government  irun  was  being  brought  over  from  the 
navy -yard? — A.  They  told  me  that  it  was  Government  iron,  and  came  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  it  consisted  off — A.  There  was  almost  everything  in  it.  I  even 
saw  new  cannon-balls  there,  and  all  kinds  of  iron.  I  was  astonished  to  think  of  the  Govern- 
ment selling  such  stuff  as  that. 

Q.  Describe  it  as  well  as  you  can  — A.  They  used  to  have  the  place  full  of  iron  at  times, 
and  sometimes  on  the  other  side  there  would  be  a  canal-boat  taking  it  away  ;  they  used  to 
come  in  wagons.  I  have  seen  loads  of  these  splendid  screws  to  elevate  guns  hauled  up  and 
put  in  the  Water-street  way ;  they  would  take  them  out  the  next  morning.  I  was  told 
that  they  came  from  the  navy-yard,  and  I  should  judge  it  was  navy-yard  stuff. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that? — A.  It  was  a  common  thing  around  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  bar-iron  T — A.  Ye«,  good  iron,  new  iron. 

Q.  What  size? — A.  All  kinds  ;  all  sizes. 

Q.  Large  and  small  f — A.  Large  and  small.  I  have  seen  some  of  these  big  guns  hauled 
up  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  whether  this  property  had  been  sold  or  not  f — A.  I  do 
not. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  on  that  point  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  went  down  with  my  son  and 
saw  a  pile  of  knees.  He  told  me  that  there  had  been  a  great  sacrifice  of  knees  there.  I 
didn*t  know  anything  about  it.  I  asked  him  if  it  was  not  advertised :  he  said  no.  I  asked 
him  who  bought  them,  and  I  think  he  mentioned.this  man  McKay.  I  went  down  and  looked 
at  them,  and  in  the  course  uf  a  week  or  so  went  down  again,  and  I  saw  him  hauling 
knees  up  to  the  pile.  Said  I, '*  He  has  not  bought  them."  **  No,"  one  of  the  teamsters 
says,  **  he  picks  ihnm  all  up  and  hauls  them  all  on  to  his  pile." 

Q.  How  many  kn^  did  you  see  there  1 — A.  I  think  at  one  time  there  were  400.  I  didn*t 
count  them.  A  man  said  that  there  were  that  many ;  the  teamster  who  hauled  them  out 
said  there  were  700,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  their  number? — ^A.  There  was  a  tremendous  pile  of 
them. 

Q.  What  kind  of  knees  were  they  f — A.  ship-knees. 

Q.  As  to  age  and  quality  f — A.  Some  of  them  had  been  in  the  yard  a  good  while ;  tbere 
were  Pome  good  and  some  poor  ones. 

Q.  What  proportion  would  do  to  work  again  into  new  work  ? — A.  Sometimes  you  can 
take  a  big  knee  and  make  a  small  one  of  it. 

Q.  Were  they  of  that  class  that  were  not  exactly  fit  for  ship-work  ? — A.  Some  of  them  were. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  them  would  you  call  poor  knees  f — A.  I  dun*t  know  that ;  they 
generally  work  those  knees  into  second  sizes.  They  all  could  have  been  worked  in,  with- 
out they  were  too  bad. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  very  profitable  to  buy  large  knees  and  saw  them  down,  would  it? — ^A. 
They  could  soon  saw  them  down. 

Q.  But  you  have  to  pay  very  much  more  in  proportion  for  lar^e  kn^e^  \.W\i  ^qm  ^q  ^^x 
small  ones  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q,  Did  tbejr  look  to  you  like  the  refuse  of  the  navy-yatd^ot  ^\\Lft  li'aYi  \L\i^fc%^ — k^'^Vvj 
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were  old  knees,  I  think.  They  had  been  there  a  good  while.  I  don't  know  howlon^  they 
had  been  there.  When  they  are  laying;  about  in  the  suu  they  soon  get  stained.  Some  of 
them  were  cracked  and  some  of  them  looked  first  rate. 

Q.  What  woufd  you  think,  taking  the  lot  throuorh,  they  were  worth  apiece  for  a  ship-build- 
er f — A.  If  a  man  had  use  for  them  right  away,  I  should  think  they  wefe  worth  three  dol- 
lars apiece. 

Q.  Taking  the  market  as  it  was  at  that  time  what  do  you  suppose  they  could  have  been 
sold  for  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  I  suppose  it  is  a  fact  with  regard  to  kneen  as  with  everything  else,  that  they  a^  not 
worth  anytoing  unless  somebody  wants  them  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  we  generally  try  to  pat 
them  somewhere  to  secure  them  from  damage,  so  that  the  only  loss  will  be  the  interest  on  the 
money.     We  generally  put  them  in  the  water. 

Q.  What  do  you  suppose  they  would  bring  in  the  market  at  this  time,  properly  adver- 
tised, and  sold  to  the  best  advantage  ? — k.  There  was  such  a  lot  of  them  there  at  ouce; 
more  than  one  person  would  want.  If  they  had  been  divided  into  smaller  lots  they  woald 
have  brought  a  great  deal  better  price. 

Q.  But  the  Government  had  them  to  sell,  and  was  cleaning  up  the  yard  7 — A.  They  were 
worth  a  great  deal  more  than  I  heard  he  paid  for  them. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  they  were  worth  and  could  have  been  sold  for,  taking  proper  ad- 
vertisement and  sales  to  the  best  advantage  ? — A.  About  $500, 1  think,  for  the  whole  lot. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  them  ? — A.  No  ;  for  a  man  who 
wanted  to  use  them  it  would  not  be.  I  have  paid  thirty  and  forty  dollars  for  pieces ,  such  as 
some  of  these,  for  making  breast-hooks  for  merchant  vessels.  They  were  large  tinibfr. 
There  were  some  small  ones  among  them.  I  have  no  doubt  there  were  some  cx>ndemned 
ones  among  them.  Some  of  these  knees  might  not  be  worth  twenty-five  cents,  and  the 
others  might  be  worth  a  great  deal  more. 

Q.  Would  you  give  $500 to-day  for  the  whole  of  them,  taking  the  lot? — A.  I  do  not  want 
them. 

Q,  Do  you  know  anybody  who  does  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  there  is  a  man  in  Philadelphia  who  would  give  $500  for  them,  takinff 
the  whole  lot  ? — A.  I  should  think  so ;  but  they  have  got  now  into  building  these  iron  ves- 
sels here.    If  some  of  these  eastern  people  were  to  hear  of  it,  I  suppose  they  would. 

Q.  I  understand  that  there  wore  some  knees  that  had  been  used,  old  knees  taken  oat  of 
other  vessels.  Did  you  notice  any  of  them  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  they  were  not  there  when  I 
first  looked  at  this  pile ;  they  were  hauled  in  afterward. 

Q.  Were  new  knees  that  had  never  been  worked  hauled  in  afterward,  or  were  they  old 
ones  7 — A.  There  were  some  new  knees,  I  guess.     They  looked  to  me  to  be  good  kuees. 

Q.  I  mean  knees  that  had  not  been  worked  when  I  speak  of  new  knees  T — A.  X  gfoat 
many  that  were  in  this  pile  had  not  been  worked. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Was  there  a  raft  of  timber  brought  over  near  your  dock  or  above  there  from  the  yard? 
— A.  There  was  a  raft  of  timber  brought  into  the  dock,  and  my  son  took  me  there.  He  said 
to  me  that  this  was  some  of  that  navy-yard  plunder.    I  told  him  I  should  not  wonder. 

Q.  How  long  had  it  been  lying  in  the  dock  ? — A.  I  suppose  it  was  there  a  week. 

Q.  What  kind  of  timber  was  it  If — A.  Oak  timber  ;  plank.  I  told  my  son  that  he  had  bet- 
ter write  to  the  commodore  and  say  something  about  it.  He  did  write  to  the  commodore, 
and  he  very  promptly  attended  to  it  and  had  it  taken  away. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  there? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Who  took  it  away  7 — A.  Some  of  the  navy-yard  men. 

Q.  Was  that  Commodore  Proble  who  sent  up  for  it  and  took  it  away  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  it  was  him  or  not.     It  was  taken  away,  however. 

Q.  There  are  two  piles  of  these  kneAs  now  on  this  side,  one  at  the^wharf  near  you  aud 
one  below  the  navy-yard  7— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  told  so.     I  saw  them  in  the  navy -yard.. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  part  of  the  iron  was  brought  over  in  barges  and 
part  of  it  was  brought  over  to  the  wharf  in  teams  ? — k.  It  was  hauled  into  the  buildiufr  in 
teams.  They  would  put  it  in  ard  the  next  day  the  brass  and  stuff  and  valuable  parts  would 
be  taken  out.     I  saw  them  weighing  some  of  the  iron  out  to-day. 

Q.  Were  they  weighing  it  in  the  building  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  that  it  was  not  weighed  or  taken  account  of  7 — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you  anything  about  that.    I  saw  it  go  in  and  go  out. 

Q.  It  would  go  in  there  if  it  was  sent  there  properly,  and  if  anybody  had  legal  authority 
to  take  it  out  it  would  f^o  out.  If  you  saw  anything  like  clandestine  work,  putting  it  io  *' 
night  and  taking  it  out,  we  want  to  know  it.— A.  1  think  some  of  that  was  put  in  at  night 
out  of  the  yard. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Y'ou  say  that  you  saw  copper  and  composition  going  out  of  that  store-house  '—A.  1m. 
sir  ;  I  saw  some  goin^;  Vu  V\\«ki  vYi^&fe  Xft«kU\%  vc«\%  \smwX\\\^  >\^  C^tQocL  the  navy-yard.  I  sa^ 
these  screwp,  wViich  wet©  o^  Y>t«k**  ox  c,Q\XL^Q?i\XA»\i% 
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Q.  You  say  that  you  heard  that  there  was  a  bi^  barf^ain  in  the  case  of  the  man  who  bought 
those  knees,  and  jou  went  down  to  see  them.  How  long  after  the  sale  was  that  7 — A.  I 
don't  think  it  was  over  a  week. 

Q.  Were  the  knees  piled  up  regularly  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  down  afterward  ? — ^A.  I  went  down  not  exactly  to  look  at  the  knees,  but  to 
look  at  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  more  knees  added  to  the  pile  at  the  time  you  went  down  afterward  f 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  7— A.  I  don*t  know  exactly  how  many ;  150  or  200.  Some  of  them  were 
old  and  some  or  them  were  good. 

Q.  Were  they  as  good  as  the  original  pile  would  average  f — A.  I  should  think  some  of 
them  were.   The  old  ones  taken  out  were  bored  and  had  holes  in  them  from  fastening. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  old  knees  that  had  been  used  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  t  Were  half  of  them  f— A.    O,  no. 

Q.  Then  more  than  half  of  those  lying  around  the  pile  were  knees  that  had  not  been 
Qsed  1 — A.  No ;  I  don't  think  there  was.  I  think  there  were  more  of  the  others  ;  more  of 
the  good  ones. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  particularly  any  good  knees  there? — A.  Yes  ;  there  were  some  splendid 
ones  there. 

Q.  Were  they  large  and  sound  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  see  they  were.  I  did  not  turn  them 
over  to  examine  them  thoroughly,  but  looked  at  them  as  I  passed.  I  have  some  idea,  of 
course,  about  timber,  being  a  ship-bnilder. 

Q.  Were  some  of  these  fit  to  put  into  a  man-of-war  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  ^here  fit  to  put  into  a  man-of-war  f — A.  I  could  not  pretend  to  tell 
you. 

Q.  A  good  many,  or  only  a  few  ? — A.  There  were  a  good  many. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  those  knet'S  were  not  hauled  to  League  Island  7 — A.  I  saw  a  par- 
cel of  them  hauled  up  alongside  of  this  Pennsylvania  warehouse.  Some  of  them  are  tnere 
now. 

Q.  Have  they  sold  any  of  them  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that.  I  saw  large  quantities  of  brass 
hauled  into  this  warf^house. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  to  have  noticed  any  bar-iron  ? — ^A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  in  large  or  small  quantities  f — A.  It  was  mixed  through.  Sometimes  they 
would  make  a  load  of  that. 

By  Mr.  Harris  . 

Q.  You  did  not  go  into  the  Queen-street  building,  but  staid  on  your  own  wharf? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  as  parties  passed  I  saw  them  take  this  stun  out. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  from  it  ? — A.  I  suppose  I  would  not  be  farther  than  fifty  or  sixty 
feet.  One  boat,  I  think,  unloaded  partly  off  of  my  son's  wharf  and  hauled  up  into  this 
warehouse. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  'any  gun-carriages  being  carried  into  the  bonded  warehouse  ? — A.  I  don't 
know  that  I  noticed  so  particularly  about  them  as  to  say  that.  It  looked  to  me  like  stuff 
that  the  navy -yard  ought  to  have  kept. 

By  Mr.  Junes  : 

Q.  Is  that  a  bonded  warehouse  ?— A.  I  don't  know  that.  They  call  it  the  Pennsylvania 
Btorage-house. 

Q.  **  U.  S.  bonded  warehouse ''  is  not  printed  on  it  anywhere,  is  it  ? — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  river  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  raft  of  timber  when  it  came  in  that  slip? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  How  far  up  the  river  is  that  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  It  is  about  two  squares,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  did  not  start  to  go  down  to  League  Island  and  the  wind 
or  tide  was  against  them  and  they  had  to  go  up  in  there  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  guess  there  was 
nothing  in  that. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  It  was  mild  weather. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  There  was  no  effort  to  unload  or  take  it  eut  of  the  water,  was  there? — A.  No,  sir; 
DO  person  came  to  claim  it  that  I  saw.     It  was  fast  to  the  wharf. 

Q.  If  it  was  put  in  there  and  tied  up  to  the  wharf  you  would  suppose  tha  somebody 
had  charge  of  it,  would  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  persons  never  came  forward. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  when  the  commodore  was  spoRen  to  the  man  who  wa^  u«.vc&- 
porting  that  lumber  to  League  Island  did  not  take  it  away  V\\mHc\^  ot  \wi«\\>v^«vw^>hv3 
by  his  men  ?— A.  I  think  the  commodore  sent  an  order  up  to  my  aon  \.o  ^*JiVvi^\  \N.. 
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Q.  To  deliver  it  to  whom  ? — A.  To  the  men  he  sent  from  the  navy-jard.  The  men  from 
the  navy-yard  came  and  took  it  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  timber  which  the  contractors  were  movin^^  or  wliieh 
the  Government  was  moving  7  Have  you  information  enough  to  tell  us  who  pat  it  into  that 
place? — A.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Whether  it  came  there  by  accident  or  design  yon  don*t  know  7->A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  no  evidence  that  any  person  was  attempting  to  unload  it  or  take  itawsj 
on  the  water  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  no  person  claimed  it. 

Q.  Was  that  new  or  old  timber  ? — ^A.  New  timber. 


Philadelphia,  Ajnil  17, 1876. 
John  J.  Devinnet  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  T — Answer.  No,iir. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  by  any  of  the  contractors  in  the  removal  of  the  property  firoui  that 
yard  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  By  whom  f — A.  By  John  Rice,  or  rather  by  his  son.  I  made  my  arrangement  with 
his  son,  George  Rice. 

Q.  While  you  were  thus  engaged,  state  to  the  committee  whether  you  saw  anv  unUwfnl 
removal  or  appropriation  of  toe  propertv  of  the  United  States  by  any  individoal.^A.  I 
don*t  know  anything  about  anything  or  the  kind  being  removed  illegally.  I  saw  itnff 
loaded  there,  but  I  didn't  know  whether  it  was  removed  illegally  or  not. 

Q.  If  there  wan  any  fraud  or  abuse  which  came  to  your  knowledge  state  the  same  to  the 
committee. — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  such.  I  heard  a  good  deal  while  I  was 
there  and  have  heard  a  good  deal  since  ;  but  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  I  cannot  aaj 
that  I  ever  saw  anything.  I  saw,  perhaps,  what  I  thought  were  suspicious  ciicumiitancsi, 
but  that  was  all. 

Q.  Your  knowledge,  then,  is  altogether  hearsay  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  did  you  see  that  was  suspicious,  as  you  considered  it  f — A.  I  saw  boats  unload- 
ing copper  and  other  stuff  up  at  the  Queen  street-wharf. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  or  not  that  copper  had  been  sold  to  the  parties  unloadiojf 
it?— A.  I  do  noL 

Q.  What  else  did  you  see  ? — A.  I  don*t  know  that  I  saw  anything  else.  I  saw  some 
robbery  going  on  there,  but  it  was  committed  by  laboring  men.  I  saw  them  haul  loadi  of 
stuff  down  to  the  lower  end  of  the  yard,  pass  it  out  through  the  fence,  and  drive  roond 
down  on  Reed  street  with  the  same  truck,  and  haul  it  away  again 

Q.  What  was  that  suff  f — A.  I  think  it  was  ropes  and  iron,  or  something  of  that  kind.  Thej 
hauled  it  down  through  the  lower  part  of  the  yard.  The  wagtm  that  hauled  it  was  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  McKay.  I  don't  suppose  that  it  was  done  with  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay. The  truck  came  down  to  the  place  about  ten  minutes  before  12  o'clock  and  unloaded. 
There  were  about  fifteen  or  twenty  men  concerned.  They  unloaded  it  in  a  minute  or  two, 
then  whipped  up  the  horses  as  hard  as  they  could,  aud  I  immediately  saw  them  goin^dowB 
Reed  street  on  the  outside  of  the  yard,  where  they  loaded  that  stuff  up.  To  get  this  iton 
from  the  yard  they  knocked  off  some  of  the  boards  and  threw  it  through  the  fence. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  it? — A.  It  was  on  a  two-horse  truck. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  engaged  in  that  little  enterprise  ? — A.  As  many  as  coold  get 
around  the  truck  very  well. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  that  material  was  stolen  ? — A.  I  don't ;  but  it  was  a  very  t^' 
cious  looking  way  of  taking  anything  which  had  been  honestly  acquired. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  of  that  oecunrence  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  none  of  my  businetf. 

Q.  Why  would  vou  not  have  told  if  you  had  seen  them  carrying  away  property  ofgnti 
value  f — A.  I  might  have  told,  but  I  did  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  saw  nothing  of  the  vessel  down  at  Greenwich  Point,  did  you? — A.  No,  8^'* 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  those  were  McKay's  men  whom  you  saw  ?— A.  loeT 
were  men  driving  wagons  which  were  hauling  for  McKay.  It  was  only  one  wagon  that  i 
ever  saw  engaged  in  such  work.  , 

Q.  Did  they  haul  off  from  labor  at  12  o'clock  ?— -A.  Yes.  sir ;  they  had  not  quit  work 
when  this  wagon  came  down  and  unloaded  ;  but  it  was  customary  for  the  men  there,  before 
J 2  o'clock  arrived,  to  have  everything  ready  so  that  they  could  make  a  grand  nub  for  the 
gate  and  get  out. 

Q.  Did  you  seo  that  thlu^  ha^^en  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 
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Philadelphia,  April  19, 1876. 
William  Blake  sworn  and  examined. 

'By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Were  you  ever  couuected  with  the  navy-yard  at  this  place? — Answer.  No, 
sir  ;  nothing  more  than  that  Robert  Patterson  &  Son  furnished  lighters,  boats,  drc,  to  the 
Government  and  to  contractors,  and  different  parties.  We  furnished  barges  and  Hfirhters  for 
transporting  things  for  the  removal  of  property  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  If  at  that  period  of  time  you  saw  anythins:  improper  or  illegal  in  the  removal  of  the 
property,  state  to  the  committee  what  it  was  that  you  saw. — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever 
saw  anything.  I  was  very  little  about  the  yard  myself.  When  we  would  get  an  order  I 
would  send  boats  there.  Of  course  I  was  in  and  out  to  ascertain  whether  they  wanted  boats. 
I  was,  however,  very  little  about  the  boats.  We  had  captains  on  them  and  it  was  not 
necessary  for  me  to  be  there. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  eo  on  board  of  those  lighters  or  scows  t — A.  I  was  frequently  on  board 
when  thoy  were  at  tne  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  what  manner  they  were  loaded  ? — A.  They  were  loaded  in  so  many 
different  ways  that  I  could  not  state  exactly.  They  were  loaded  principally  from  the  wharf. 
I  would  observe  them  putting  on  stuff  trom  the  wharf.  They  were  all  loaded  from  the 
Government  piers. 

Q.  Were  you  up  about  the  buildings  to  see  where  they  were  loaded  into  the  carts  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  unless  I  went  there  to  see  Mr.  Hoover  or  Mr.  Hartt. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  appropriation  or  stealing  of  property  by 
any  one  at  any  time? — A.  No.  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  whatever  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Harkis  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  any  boats  bound  for  League  Island  were  loaded  at  the  south  wharf? — 
A.  Yes.  sir;  I  suppose  the  principal  part  of  them  were  loaded  at  the  south  wharf. 

Q.  Were  there  any  loaded  at  the  north  wharf  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  principally  from  the  south 
wharf. 

Q.  Where  were  the  boats  loaded  that  went  over  to  Queen  street? — A.  Some  of  them  were 
loaded  at  the  south  wharf,  and  at  the  bulk-head  at  the  south  wharf. 

Q.  So  that  they  were  loaded  tor  all  destinations  at  the  same  place? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  pretty 
much. 


Philadelphia,  April  9, 1876. 
John  Rowbotham  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  yon  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  f — Answer.  I  have. 

Q.  In  what  branch  of  the  public  service? — A.  I  was  master  machinist  in  the  Philadel- 
phia navy- yard  for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  public  property  from  that  place  T 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  that  time  f — A.  I  think  I  was  engaged  in  the  cord  and  kindling 
wood  business. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  removal  of  property  from  the  yard  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  appropriation  of  property  by  any  one  f — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  position  as  master  machinist  were  you  ever  called  upon  to  act  as  an  expert 
and  pass  machinery  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  frequently. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  called  to  any  abuse  or  fraud  in  the  purchase  of  such  articles  7 
— A.  Yes«  sir ;  there  was  an  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
while  I  was  master  machinist  there  concerning  a  lot  of  tools. 

Q.  In  what  year  was  that  f — A.  I  cannot  remember  positively  about  that. 

Q.  Was  it  during  the  war? — A.  No, sir;  but  if  I  am  not  mistaken  it  was  during  Mr. 
Johnson's  administration. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  were  the  parties  implicated  in  that  transaction  f — A.  I  cannot 
say  positively  who  was  to  blame  in  the  matter,  but,  as  I  understood  it,  it  was  the  engineers 
of  the  department  who  were  censured. 

Q.  State  whether  any  of  the  parties  who  were  implicated  in  the  proof  in  that  transaction 
have  since  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Government — A.  The  engineers  who  at  that  time 
were  more  or  less  concernea  in  that  matter  are  all  in  the  service,  I  believe,  excepting  one. 

Q.  Were  there  no  mechanics  who  were  implicated? — A.  No, sir;  unless  you  would  say 
that  the  man  from  whom  they  bought  the  tools  was  implicated. 

Q.  Who  was  he?— A.  John  Roach. 

Q.  What  wHs  the  nature  of  that  charge  ? — ^A.  I  believe  it  was  the  purchase  of  tools  for 
the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  iioxsa  vJimk^  &.  ^v^\i%«  'Wja 
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tools  had  been  in  use  and  were  very  much  worn,  some  of  them  bein^  very  old  »o  far  as  their 
design  was  concerned. 

Q.  Was  this  committee  that  jou  refer  to  simply  a  committee  to  ascertain  what  were  the 
facts  or  was  it  a  court  of  inquiry  or  court-martial  ? — A.  It  was  a  committee  appoiated  by 
tlie  House  of  Representatives,  composed  of  a  subcommittee  of  th«^  naval  committee  toio- 
vestigatc  the  purchase  of  this  machinery  by  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Encrineerin^. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  any  printed  report  was  ever  made  by  that  coramittee?— A. 
I  believe  there  was;  I  think  there  was  a  majority  and  a  minority  report  prepared,  lam 
not  sure,  however,  whether  one  of  them  was  not  a  report  published  by  parties  not  cooceroed 
with  the  committee  and  in  their  own  vindication. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  action  was  ever  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
regard  to  it,  in  relation  to  a  c«)urt-martial  or  court  of  inquiry? — A.  I  never  beard  of  any 
court*uiaitial,  or,  in  fact,  of  any  court  of  inquiry,  but  the  engineers  who  were  connected  with 
the  matter  were  removed  from  the  positions  which  they  then  occupied,  and  placed  nn  wait- 
ing orders,  if  I  remember  correctly.  The  thing  occurred  some  years  ago,  but  I  think  that 
was  the  case. 

Q.  In  fine,  the  case  was  that  Messrs.  John  Roach  &  Sods  bad,  through  these  officers, 
put  off  on  the  Government  a  worthless  set  of  tools? — A.  Yes, sir;  many  of  tliem  were 
worthless.  They  were  not  all  so  ;  a  large  number  of  them  were  tools  that  had  been  in  nse  a 
lon^  time,  and,  aside  from  the  wear  and  tear  that  they  had  withstood,  they  were  mueh 
behind  the  period  so  far  as  convenience  and  efiBcieucy  were  concerned. 

Q.  Was  it  a  sale  of  much  value  ? — A.  I  really  forget  the  aggregat-e  amount  It  mul 
have  been  over  $100,000.  I  am  pretty  positive  that  it  was,  although  I  could  not  be  q cite 
sure  as  to  the  amount.  It  was  in  that  neighborhood,  at  any  rate.  It  might  have  tieena 
little  over  or  a  little  under. 

Q.  Do  you  know  ot  any  other  transaction  with  the  Government  in  which  John  Roach  or 
John  Roach  (&  Sons  were  concerned  ? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  irregular. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fraud  or  attempted  fraud  on  the  public  service  in  the 
Navy  Department?  —A.  No, sir;   I  cannot  say  that  I  do  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  the  sources  of  which  are  available  to  this  committee  on 
that  subject  ? — A.  I  really  cannot  say  that  I  have. 

By  Mr.  Bukleigh  : 

Q.  How  was  it  that  you  became  familiar  with  this  transaction  of  John  Roach  &  Sena? 
— A.  At  the  time  I  was  master-machinist  in  the  navy-yaid.     These  things  were  from  my 
own  department  and  came  under  my  own  observation.    They  were  for  use  in  my  depart 
ment. 

Q.  What  tools  were  those  ? — A.  They  were  almost  all  the  tools  pertaining  to  a  machine- 
shcp. 

Q.  Were  they  of  an  old  date  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were. 
Q.  Had  they  ever  been  used  before  ? — A.  I  believe,  with  only  one  or  two  exceptions,  they 
all  had  been  used. 

Q.  Were  you  summoned  before  the  investigating  committee  at  that  time? — A.  yes,«ir; 
the  committee  sat  in  the  navy-yard,  and  I  was  summoned  before  them. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  printed  report? — A.  I  have  not  seen  my  whole  testimony  in  print 
I  have  seen  the  printed  report,  however. 

Q.  What  was  your  testimony  in  regard  to  the  valuation  of  these  tools  T — A.  I  really  do  not 
remember  what  the  estimate  was  as  to  their  value ;  my  testimony  then  was  chiefly  as  to 
their  condition  in  comparison  with  other  tools. 
Q.  Di>  you  remember  now  what  was  the  value  at  the  time  they  were  bought,  as  compared 
n  with  new  tools  of  that  date? — A.  I  do  not  distinctly.     I  will  state,  to  give  you  an  idea  o' 

the  plan,  that  there  was  one  tool  there  which  was  sold  to  some  parties  in  Saint  Louis  or  Chi- 
cago; it  was  originally  built  by  a  firm  of  this  city.  If  I  have  my  information  right,  it  was 
bought  from  the  Saint  Louis  people  by  Roach;  it  was  about  eleven  years  after  tne  tool  was 
built  that  it  was  sold  to  the  navy-yard  ;  it  was  a  large  planer.  If  I  remember  the  figures 
coriectly,  it  was  built  for  S3,(i00;  and,  if  I  remember  correctly,  the  price  of  the  tool  loibe 
navy.yard  was  $6,(300  or  8rt,300. 
^  Q.  At  the  time  you  bought  it  did  you  work  it? — A.  Yes, sir;  I  ran  it  for  years  afterward. 

Q.  What  was  its  value,  as  compared  witti  other  tools  of  a  similar  character  of  more  re- 
cent make  / — A.  There  has  been  very  little  change  lo  planers  from  then  until  now.  I  do 
not  thiuk  it  was  fit  to  compare  with  the  more  recent  tools  of  that  character. 

Q.  Were  such  tools  as  that  condemned  in  other  shops  and  new  tools  substituted  for  them, 
to  your  knowledge  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  of  any  private  concern  that  wonld  have 
entirely  thrown  the  machine  out;  they  might  have  kept  it  tor  some  classes  of  work  tosav* 
a  better  machine,  but  I  do  not  thii  k  it  was  a  tool  that  any  first-class  shop  would  have  de- 
pended upon  to  do  all  their  planing  with. 

Q.  Would  or  would  not  a  first-class  shop  at  that  time  have  bought  that  tool  at  anything 
like  the  price  the  Government  paid  for  it,  in  your  estimation  ? — A.  In  my  estimation  1  do  not 
think  any  first  class  shop  would. 

Q.  You  have,  spoken  of  that  one  tool ;  how  was  it  as  to  others? — A.  Thfey  were  "very 
much  of  a  muchness.''    TV\«iy  yj^wN^t'^  M\M^V^^\.V!k»x\w condition. 
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Q.  Do  jon  mean  to  say  tbat  they  were  tools  of  previous  date,  that  had  gfone  ont  of  use, 
and  which  wer*»  not  generally  soujfht  for  by  mechanics  ? — K.  They  were  tools,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  that  a  first-class  shop,  wishing  to  make  itself  efficient  and  up  to  the  times,  w^onld 
not  havf  bought. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  about  the  price  paid  for  this  tool  in  comparison  with  its  original  value. 
How  were  the  prices  of  other  tools  as  compared  with  their  onginal  value? — A.  I  do  not  re- 
member now  how  they  compared.  That  tool  having  been  built  in  this  city,  the  date  and 
the  time  that  it  had  been  in  use  were  impressed  on  my  mind  more  clearly  than  in  the  case  of 
any  other  tool  in  the  shop,  and  I  remembered  that  more  distinctly  than  I  did  any  other.  ' 

Q.  But  your  impression  is  that  the  other  tools  were  in  about  the  same  condition,  in  regard 
to  value  and  age,  as  that  tool  was  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  with  a  few  exceptions.  There  were  some 
tools  that  were  new. 

Q.  Were  those  new  tools  good  tools  1 — A.  They  were  good  tools,  but  they  were  not  the 
best  by  any  means,  according  to  my  judgment. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  read  the  testimony  of  that  investigating  committee,  and  that  your 
testimony  was  left  out? — A.  There  may,  possibly,  be  parts  of  my  testimony  printed  in  that 
report,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  whole  of  it  was  printed ;  in  fact,  I  am  pretty  sure  that  it 
was  not.     It  might  have  been  printed,  but  it  was  not  embodied  in  the  report. 

Q.  What  purports  to  be  your  evidence  was  not  contained  in  the  book  that  you  saw? — A. 
Ko,  sir. 

Q.  But  did  you  merely  see  the  report  of  the  committee,  or  what  purported  to  be  the  testi- 
mony before  the  inve?<ti gating  committee  ? — A.  It  was  a  report  of  the  committee. 

Q.  And  it  was  not  the  detailed  evidence  of  the  committee? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  simply 
the  report  of  the  committee  fr<>m  the  evidence  gathered  by  them;  I  have  never  seen  the  evi- 
dence in  print  in  full,  to  my  memory. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  leave  the  position  that  you  were  in  in  the  navy-yard,  and  which 
position  you  held  at  the  time  these  tools  were  bought? — A.  I  was  out  of  the  yard  once  pre- 
vious to  July,  1872,  after  the  investigation. 

Q.  After  the  investigation  did  you  leave  the  employ  of  the  Government? — A.  I  was  re- 
moved. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  investigation! — A.  I  cannot  get  at  the  exact  time,  but  it  was  some 
four  or  five  months  afterward. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  off  at  that  time  before  you  were  employed  again  1 — A.  I  was  out 
of  the  yard  six  months. 

Q.  When  you  were  re-employed  were  you  employed  in  the  same  position  that  you  occu- 
pied at  the  time  of  your  disharge  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  after  you  were  re-instatod  ? — A.  I  remained  from  that  time 
until  July,  1872. 

Q.  Were  you  removed  then  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  resigned,  to  take  charge  of  Cramp's  estab- 
lishment 

Q.  What  was  Cramp  doing  at  that  time? — A.  He  was  building  the  American  Steamship 
Company's  vessels. 

Q.  Did  you  take  charge  of  his  machine-shop  ? — A.  Yes ;  one  part  of  it.  I  was  re-instated 
on  the  29th  March,  1869.  I  have  not  the  date  of  my  removal  with  me.  I  was  first  appointed 
master-machinist  in  May,  1867. 


Philadelphia,  April  19,1876. 
George  A.  Shafer  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  attached  to  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  t — Answer.  No,  sir; 
I  did  some  hauling  tor  Mr.  McKay  there,  however. 

Q.  That  was  during  the  period  ot  time  in  which  the  material  and  property  of  the  United 
States  at  the  old  navy-yard  was  being  removed  down  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  in  charge  of  boats,  or  barges,  or  carts,  or  trucks  ? — A.  I  kept 
those  large  trucks  called  catamarans,  with  large  wheels.  I  hauled  heavy  machinery  and 
such  articles  down  to  the  wharves  to  put  on  board  the  lighters.  I  also  had  some  horses  down 
there  during  the  day  hauling  the  timber. 

Q.  If  you  saw  anything  wrong  or  improper  going  on  during  that  period  of  time  on  tho 
pan  of  the  contractors  or  men  .under  them,  state  to  tbe  committee  what  it  was. — A.  I  never 
saw  anything  wrong  ;  I  do  not  think  I  was  down  there  more  than  three  or  four  times  during 
the  period  of  the  removal  of  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  appropriation  of  property  by  anybody 
during  that  time  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  ever  called,  in  hauling,  to  the  fact  that  they  dumped  the  property 
being  removed  by  the  contractors  with  the  property  oi  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  vour  attention  ever  called  to  the  tact  that  in  loading  the  wagowa  f<i\  \\\^  ^MT^^a^fe  oJl 
removing  the  property  from  anj  other  place  both  sides  took  from  iW  ABktu^  y^\^* — 'Jsvi^%\x. 
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Q.  Was  there  nothing  of  that  kind  t — A.  No,  sir ;  all  the  fifoods  that  I  hauled  w»Dt  from 
the  navy-yard,  at  diiTerent  points,  to  the  end  qf  the  wharf,  and  were  put  on  board  of  the 
litchterH,  with  the  exception,  I  think,  of  three  boilers,  which  we  hauled  outside.  Ithiolc 
they  went  to  Twentieth  and  Hamilton  streets,  although  I  could  not  say  without  reference  to 
the  books  whether  they  did  or  net. 

Q.  Who  claimed  them  ? — A.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  paid  the  bills  for  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  weighed  before  they  left  the  yard  or  not  ?— A.  I  do 
not. 

Q.  Was  any  weight  marked  upon  them  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  We  hauled  at  so  moch 
for  the  load. 

Q.  Who  delivered  them  to  you  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  that ;  I  sunply  sent  the 
teams  down  there  and  they  hauled  them  ;  I  did  not  fro  with  the  teams  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  the  officers  of  the  navy -yard  were  on  hand  doing  their  doty 
or  whether  they  failed  to  do  their  duty  1 — A.  I  very  seldom  saw  any  officers  of  tbe  jard; 
I  was  there  so  very  seldom  that  I  did  not  notice  them. 

Q.  Who  was  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  Government ;  did  yon  observe  anybody  T 
— A.  I  did  not  observe  anvbody  down  there. 

Q.  Did  things  seem  to  be  left  to  take  care  of  themselves  pretty  much  7 — A.  Mr.  McKay 
had  some  foremen  down  there.  I  saw  a  great  many  teams  and  men  employed  down  there 
hauling  goods  from  one  place  to  another.  I  do  not  know  whom  they  belonged  to  or  any- 
thing about  them. 

Q.  Were  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  yard  to  determine  who  were  the  officers  or 
agents  of  the  Government  f — A.  No,  sir. 


!'!t 


Philadelphia,  April  12, 1876. 
Georob  G.  Seaman  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  position  in  the  navy-yard  f — Answer.  I  have  been  aood- 
Btructor*s  clerk. 

Q.  To  whom  7— A.  Mr.  Steele. 

Q.  What  special  duties  were  you  charged  with  ? — A.  I  was  Mr.  Steele's  writer. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  navy-yard  during  the  removal  of  the  property  last  fall  t— A.  I  was 
in  and  out  of  it. 

Q.  State  if  during  your  duties  at  the  navy-yard  or  under  Mr.  Steele  you  at  any  timesRW 
any  impropriety  or  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  or  contractors  f— A.  No, 
sir ;   I  did  not, 

Q.  Were  you  required  to  keep  any  record  of  the  property  going  from  the  navy-yard  to 
League  Island  or  going  from  the  navy-yard  out  to  the  contractors  f — A.  I  was  weigbinr 
some  stuff  down  there  for  a  party  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  Hartt  asked  Mr.  Steele  if  he  coald 
spare  a  man  and  Mr.  Steele  sent  me  there. 

Q.  You  were  then  on  duty  as  a  weigher? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  weigh  T — A.  Iron. 

Q.  To  whom  was  that  iron  to  be  delivered  T — A.  Pennock  &  Co. 

Q.  What  time  was  that  f — A.  That  was  some  time  in  October,  1874. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  quantity  and  quality  of  iron  that  was  delivered 
to  Pennock  &.  Co.? —A.  As  near  as  I  can  judge  I  weighed  about  one  hundred  tons. 

Q.  What  quality  of  iron  was  it  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Was  it  armor-plates  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Taken  from  wnat  vessel  f — A.  From  the  Suncook. 

Q.  To  whom  was  that  iron  delivered  7 — A.  It  was  to  be  delivered  to  Pennock  &  Co. 
That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  in  fact  it  was  delivered  to  Seyfert,  McManus  Sl  Co.,  ot 
any  agent  of  theirs  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  ^ou  know  anything  about  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  Mr.  Peooiek 
obtained  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  ao  not. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  beyond  your  simple  duty  of  weighing  it,  and  that  vras  for  • 
few  days  only  7 — ^A.  That  was  for  only  about  three  or  four  days. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  about  the  matter  7— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service,  receiving  any  presents,  gi»*» 
rewards,  or  payments  of  any  kind  from  anybody  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  on  duty  with  Mr.  Steele  as  a  writer  T — A.  I  have  been  since  about 
June,  IH74. 

Q.  Are  you  there  at  the  present  time  as  a  writer  under  him? — A.   Yes,  sir. 
jj  Q.  At  his  office  here  in  the  city  f— A.  No,  sir  ;  at  Chester,  Pa.  . 

Q.  Upon  whose  recommendation  were  you  appointed  f—A.  Mr.  Steele  took  me.  Be  ii 
a  relative  of  mine. 
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Q.  He  is  on  special  daty  with  Jobn  Roach,  is  he  not  7-!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  vessel  is  Mr.  Roach  now  repairing^  for  the  Groyernment  f — A.  The  Miantonomoh 
and  the  Puritan. 

Q.  Have  Toa  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  the  qoantitj  of  iron  that  has  been  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Roach  from  the  Navy  Department  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  position  gives  you  no  means  of  knowledge  upon  that  subject  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  contract  obtained  by  W.  F.  Steele  in  any  way  from  the  Navy 
Department  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.*Do  you  know  that  be  has  a  contract  t — A.  I  knew  that  ha  was  doing  some  work,  but 
that  is  all  I  knew  of  iL 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  W.  F.  Steele  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  he  f — A.  He  is  a  cousin  of  mine. 

Q.  Is  he  a  relative  to  the  constructor  7 — A.  He  is  his  son. 

Q.  What  kind  of  business  is  W.  F.  Steele  engaged  in  7 — A.  He  is  a  plumber  in  this 
city. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  unlawful  or  improper  removal  of  any  property  from  the  custody 
of  the  Government  to  that  ef  any  individual  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr,  Burleigh  : 

A.  Is  Mr.  Roach  building  a  new  ship  called  the  Miantonomoh  ?—  A.  She  is  supposed  to 
be  a  new  ship. 

Q.  Was  the  old  ship  at  the  yard  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  old  ship  1 — A.  I  saw  her  there  last  summer. 

Q.  What  state  was  she  in  at  that  time  7 — A.  She  was  all  rotten  and  going  to  pieces. 
'^  Q.  Was  there  any  iron-plating  on  her  7 — A.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  there  was  or  not. 
I  could  not  say. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that  she  was  rotten  7 — A.  I  could  see  the  wood  and  stuff  in  her. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  old  Miantonomoh  7 — A.  I  have  understood  that  she  was  taken 
farther  down  from  Chester  and  destroyed  there. 

Q.  How  destroyed?— A.  Burned. 

Q.  You  saw  her  at  John  Roach's  yard  at  Chester  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  she  arrived  there  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  she  had  anything  inside  of  her  at  the  time  you  saw  her  f — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q    Do  you  know  that  she  was  hauled  down  the  river  and  destroyed  7 — A.  I  do  not  know 
I  did  not  see  her  go  there  ;  I  only  understood  so. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  she  had  any  iron  on  her  deck  or  on  her  sides  7 — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Or  whether  she  had  any  armor  on  her  7— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  could  not  swear  to  that. 

Q.  Did  she  have  any  smoke-stacks  up  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  she  have  any  turret  on  her  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Merely  a  wooden  hull  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  all  I  saw  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Q.  What  time  was  that  7 — A.  It  was  some  time  last  summer.   I  could  not  say  the  exact 
date. 

Q.  Had  you  been  down  to  Chester  previous  to  that  time  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  her  uben  she  first  went  to  Chester? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  used  to  go  on  errands 
from  Philadelphia  to  Chester  ou  one  train  and  back  on  the  next,  but  I  never  observed  her. 


Philadelphia,  April  14,  1876. 
William  H.  Knowles,  Sr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  navy-yard  in  any  position? — Answer.  I  was. 
I  bad  charge  of  the  gun-carriage  department  there  over  twenty-five  years,  and  built  all  the 
carriages. 

Q.  Did  you  have  charge  there  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  property  from  the  navy- 
yard? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  if  you  have  any  knowledge  of  any  wrong  or  abuse  or  fraud  in  connection  with 
the  management  of  things  at  the  navy -yard  7 — A.  I  know  nothing  except  in  regard  to  the 
things  that  went  out  of  the  gun-carriage  shop.  I  would  box  them  up  to  be  sent  down.  If 
anything  was  done  wrong  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  The  thing:s  that  were  there, 
such  as  parts  of  gun-carriages,  rammers,  sponges,  &c.,  were  boxed  up  and  sent  down  to 
the  island.     I  did  n6t  see  them  land  at  League  Island,  but  they  went  down  on  scows. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  ordnance  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  attended  to  most  of  the  box- 
ing up  in  the  gun  carriage  department,  as  I  have  said  ;  but  the  ordnance  dej^artmeivt  \3lTi4<^\ 
the  gunner  I  had  nothing  to  do  with. 
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Q.  I  understand  that  yon  attended,  then,  to  the  boxing  ap  and  shipping  f — A..  Ko,  sir. 
I  boxed  them  up  in  the  gun-carriage  shop  and  they  came  there  with  wagons  tnd  took  them 
away.    That  I  had  nothing  to  do  with.    The  boxing  up  was  done  under  orders  of  the  ord- 
nance officer. 

Q.  You  saw  no  impropriety  or  irregularity  in  the  boxing  up  or  shipment  of  th«  mateml 
from  the  old  yard  f— A.  No,  sir.  I  can  only  speak,  of  course,  as  to  the  guD-earria^  d^ 
partment. 

Q.  Did  you  go  upon  duty  at  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  down  there.    , 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  things  which  you  boxed  up  at  the  navy-yard  at  League  Island !- 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  the  material  which  came  out  of  the  gun-carriage  shop. 

Q.  And  was  there  anything  missing  f — A.  I  should  judge  them  all  to  be  the  same  as  thet 
were  boxed  up.     I  did  not  count  them. 

Q.  Nothing,  then,  under  your  own  eye  or  within  your  own  knowledge  was  improperly 
done  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  hurried  and  pushed  things  along  ;  but  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that. 

Q.  In  that  hurry  and  confusion  was  there  any  destruction  of  property  7 — A.  There  were 
some  things  broken,  I  suppose,  but  not  to  any  great  extent  in  the  ordnance  department. 

Q.  Passing  from  your  own  department ;  did  you  see  anything  wrong  in  any  other  d^)ait* 
ment  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  cannot  say  that  I  did  see  anything  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  unlawful  or  improper  removal  of  property  from  the  yard?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  iuformation  of  any  property  being  stolen  from  the  jird? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  taken  from  the  scows  or  barges  after  they  had  started  from  the  yard  ?— A.  No,  «r. 

Q.  Or  taken  from  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  during  the  whole  period  of  your  service  vou  know  of  nothing  wrong  that  hu 
been  done? — A.  I  went  to  the  yard  in  1849.  It  has  been  a  good  many  years  for  me  tore^ 
ollect  back.     I  do  uot  recollect  of  auy  thing  wrong  in  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  gun-carriages  being  carried  out  of  the  yard  and  not  beinjf 
taken  up  to  League  Island  t — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  gun-carriages  taken  away.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay bought  some  iron  gun-carriages  that  he  took  out. 

Q.  Did  he  not  buy  carriages  with  brass  or  composition  metal  on  themf — A.  Yes;  the; 
were  the  Ironsides*  carriages. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  iron  carriages  with  composition  metal  on  them  7 — A.  I  imder- 
stood  he  bought  the  carriages  complete,  composition  meta!  and  all. 

Q.  Those  were  taken  out  of  the  yard  to  some  other  place  than  League  Island,  were  thej 
not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  else  in  vour  d  apartment  taken  from  the  yard  and  carriedTo 
other  places  than  League  Island  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  except  what  composition  they  sold.  The/ 
sold  a  lot  of  composition.    It  was  taken  out. 

Q.  How  was  tbat  taken  away  7 — A.  It  was  taken  in  wagons,  I  guess. 

Q.  Was  that  all  boxed  up  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  loose  7 — A.  Tnat  was  not  in  the  gun-carriage  shop.  It  was  carried  out  loose 
in  wagons. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  carried  to  T — A.  I  do  not.  A  man  named  Purvis,  1  Aink, 
bought  it.     He  bought  it  at  regular  auction  sale. 

Q.  Are  you  yet  at  the  yard  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  at  League  Island. 


Philadelphia,  April  15, 1S?J6. 
Patrick  Gallagher  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  In  Philadelphia. 

Q.  What  is  your  business?— A.  I  unload  coal  for  John  G.  Kersey.  %t^. 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  work  for  McKav  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  run  a  lighter  for  Mr.  PattersoO- 
Kay  was  the  boss  ;  Patterson  was  doing  work  for  McKay. 

Q.  Where  did  that  lighter  run  to  7— A.  From  the  old  navy-yard  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Did  she  run  anywhere  else  ? — A.  No,  sir.  -y] 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  to  League  Island  all  that  you  took  on  board  of  her  ?— A.  Yes,  ^ 
took  one  load  of  lumber  into  the  back  channel ;  it  was  ship-lumber.  ^^xi 

Q.  Was  that  at  League  Island  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  other  stuflF  was  unloaded  at  the  f  ^  ^ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  anything  which  was  loaded  to  go  to  League  Island  deliverBd  tcr^o 
where  except  League  Island  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  heard  people  say  that  that  was  ^^^i 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  anything  was  improperly  taken  out  of  the  navy-yard  and  ca  ^t 
to  other  places  1 — A.  T^o ;  \  oti\^  Vi^iaA^  *.  mwv  ^vj  ^^^^.  ^  VV^Vv^t-load  went  up  to  Wi^ 
street  wharf,  above  CaWo^XuW. 
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Q.  Whose  vrbarf  is  that  ? — A.  It  is  a  railroad -wharf. 

Q.  Is  it  the  Philadelphia  Company's  wharf  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  see  it  goinpr  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything^  being  improperly  taken  oat  of  the  yard  f— A.  No,  sir; 
nothin}!^. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  yonr  own  knowledge  that  anybody  took  anything  improperly  out  of 
the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Adjourned. 


Philadelphia,  April  15, 1676. 
Frederick  J.  Martin  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  all  you  know  about  the  prices  of  a  lot  of  iron,  copper,  or 
hmsis  bought  from  Mr.  McKay. — Answer.  We  bought  about  25,000  pounds  from  him  alto- 
gether. 

Q.  What  kind  of  material  was  it? — A.  It  was  brass  from  the  navy-yard,  such  as  old  cast- 
ings and  castings  that  had  never  been  used — new  brass. 

Q.  Was  there  any  in  the  original  form  in  pig  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  worked  up  for  differ- 
ent parts  of  a  vessel. 

Q.  From  what  point  did  you  obtain  that  f — A.  The  first  lot  was  from  the  first  house  below 
the  plumber's  shop. 

Q.  That  was  directly  from  the  navy -yard? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  10,000  pounds. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  had  been  weighed  by  the  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir;  an 
officer  weighed  it. 

Q.  How  about  the  second  lot  1 — A.  The  second  lot  was  not  weighed  by  a  Government 
officer ;  that  was  got  from  the  Queen-street  warehouse. 

Q.  That  weight  15,000  pounds  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  weighed  by  a  weigb-master  in  the  employ  of  the  warehouse  company  ? — A, 
That  I  do  not  know.  I  think  the  man  was  sent  by  Mr.  McKay.  We  received  notice  from 
Mr.  McManus  that  they  had  this  metal  for  sale.  I  thought  I  would  try  and  find  the  head  of 
the  party,  supposing  I  might  get  it  a  little  cheaper  and  save  commissions.  That  was  the  rea- 
son I  went  to  the  navy-yard  to  find  Mr.  McKay;  but  I  happened  to  meet  him  and  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds in  the  cars.  He  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  told  me  that  he  (Reynolds)  bad 
charge  of  it — that  I  could  make  a  bargain  with  him  or  with[both  of  them,  as  I  pleased.  I 
did  not  know  Mr.  McKay  at  the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  copper  or  brass  owned  or  claimed  by  these  parties  as  ob- 
tained from  the  navy-yard  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose  there  were  three  or  four  times  as  much 
left  in  the  place  where  I  got  my  15,000  pounds. 

By  Mr.  Harrl^s  : 
Q.  What  did  you  give  a  pound  for  that  stuff  f— A.  Seventeen  and  a  half  cents. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  improper  removal  of  any  property  from  the  navy- 
yard  ? — A.  I  do  not ;  I  went  down  to  buy  the  last  lot  at  the  navy -yard.  I  did  not  know  that 
it  was  being  removed.  When  I  got  there  I  found  that  the  lot  I  wanted  to  look  at  was  all 
pitched  out  topsy-turvy.  I  thought  I  would  have  a  poor  show  there  to  buy  metal,  judging 
from  the  way  everything  was  pitched  about.  I  hunted  around  and  found  McKay  and  Key- 
Dolds,  who  said  they  were  removing  it,  and  they  wanted  me  that  afternoon  to  send  down 
and  get  my  15,000  pounds.    I  did  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  copper  had  ever  been  weighed  by  a  Government  officer? — 
A.  That  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  should  judge  from  the  way  I  saw  them  taking  it  out  of  the  cel- 
lar and  putting  it  on  the  wagons  that  they  were  not  weisliing  it.  It  was  this  lot  in  the  cel- 
lar that  I  Wanted  to  look  at.  I  had  seen  it  there  once  before.  I  did  not  want  pieces  too  large 
as  they  were  not  convenient  for  me  to  use  up.  I  wanted  to  get  it  out  of  the  piles  in  smaller 
pieces.  I  particularly  noticed  this  lot  in  the  cellar  for  the  reason  that  they  were  smaller 
pieces ;  but  they  were  carrying  them  out  and  putting  them  on  the  wagons  when  I  was  down 
there. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  scales  in  the  yard  at  that  time  f — A.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Q.  That  which  was  delivered  to  you  from  the  warehouse  I  understand  you  to  say  was 
weighed  there  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  drove  it  right  to  the  scales  in  the  inclosure. 

Q.  And  the  weight  was  taken  by  some  person  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  an  officer  took  the  weight 
and  I  paid  for  it  according  to  that  weight.  I  w'ent  into  the  office  up-stairs  and  got  the  bill 
from  the  officer. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  pay  for  that  stuff? — A.  I  piud  the  money  to  Mr.  McManus«  Tbk&^^N. 
lot  I  got  from  there  I  gave  him  my  check  for. 
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PlIILADELPIIIA,  April  14, 1^6. 

Thomas  Moiston  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  navy-yard  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been 
for  fourteen  years  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  (In  the  Marine  Corps.)  Iwua 
watchman  at  League  Island. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  on  duty  here  in  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  sergeant  of  mirines 
and  not  as  watchman. 

Q.  You  never  were  on  duty  in  this  yard  T— A.  No,  sir ;  all  my  duty  was  at  League  Isliod. 

Q.  Where  were  you  during  the  removal  of  property  from  this  navy-yard  ? — A.  At  Leigae 
Island,  as  watchman. 

Q.  )fuu  were  not  on  duty  at  the  upper  yard  ?— A.  No,  sir;  all  the  duty  I  ever  did  u 
watchman  was  at  League  Island. 

Q.  Were  vou  at  the  navy-yard  here  during  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  property?— A. 
Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  been  in  and  out  of  the  yard  on  several  occasions.  I  used  to  come  throui^h 
the  yard  to  go  to  tho  boat  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  go  down  to  Leagne  Island. 

Q.  State  whether,  at  either  place,  you  saw  at  any  time  any  improper  or  wrong  conduct  on 
the  part  of  either  contractors  or  their  emplov^s,  or  on  the  part  of  those  in  the  service  of  th« 
United  States. — A.  Some  reports  were  macTe  out  sometimes  Since  Captain  Hooker  left 
I  have  no  date.  He  always  supported  us  in  our  duties,  as  did  Smart,  toe  captain  of  tb 
watch.  I  heard  reports  that  there  was  a  scow  loaded  with  material  at  the  wharf  adjoio- 
ing  the  coal-oil  wharf. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  the  old  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  should  judg^  it  was  fully  a  mile  and 
a  half  down  the  river  at  Greenwich  Point.  I  was  very  strict  on  duty.  I  came  up  along  the 
bank.  I  noticed  the  scow  was  at  the  wharf;  in  fact  I  saw  her  there  with  a  canvas  thrown 
over  her  stern  so  as  to  hide  her  name,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  stuff  that  was  on  the 
scow  was  covered  with  canvas ;  but  I  could  see  pieces  of  sheet-copper,  bits  of  iron,  and 
bits  of  copper  pipe  sticking  through  the  canvas.  Walking  up  the  road  I  overtook  two 
trucks,  such  as  haul  sugar  ;  they  were  marked  **  C.  H,"  which  signifies  custom-hou^e;  but 
the  number  on  the  truck  was  scratched  out,  and  in  those  wagons  I  saw  part  of  this  material. 
*  Q.  Was  it  similar  material  to  that  on  board  the  scow  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  I  rode  part  of 
the  way  up  on  one  of  the  wagons,  and  made  myself  confident  that  such  was  the  case.  I 
lifted  tbe  canvas  with  my  foot  and  saw  positively  that  this  was  the  case ;  and  there  was 
48heet-copper  in  the  bottom  of  the  wagon,  and  other  stuff,  with  iron,  &c.,  thrown  over  it, 
and  the  canvas  thrown  over  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  where  it  went  to  T — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  It  evidently  did  not  go  back  to  the  navy -yard? — A.  No,  sir;  they  Wcnt  up  Mifflin 
street  and  I  went  down  to  my  home.  On  several  occasions  at  night,  when  I  was  off  doir. 
I  saw  wagons  coming  out  on  Federal  street,  where  I  lived.  I  used  to  see  them  coming  out 
at  10,  II,  and  12  o'clock,  passing  by.  I  judge  they  were  going  out  of  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  What  were  they  loaded  with  f — A.  They  were  loaded  with  similar  stuff,  and  thejwerc 
covered  with  canvas.    So  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  were  loaded  with  Government  maieriai. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  the  Government  would  that  scow  have  been  at  that  coal -oil  wharf- 
What  business  was  it  doing  there  ? — A.  That  I  couldn't  say. 

Q.  If  it  had  been  properly  removed, it  would  have  gone  on  down  to  League  Island?-^ 
That  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  Queen-street  wharf  7 — A.  It  is  a  good  ways  down  the  river  from 
there.  Queen-street  wharf  is  pier  40,  south  of  Delaware  avenue.  It  is  up  the  liverfiom 
the  navy -yard. 

Q.  And  this  was  down  the  river? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  Greenwich  Point. 

Q.  Between  the  old  and  new  navy-yards  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  not  quite  half-way.  Greeu* 
wich  Point  is  pretty  nearly  opposite  Gloucester. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  that  that  was  material  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Not  the  sligbteet 
doubt.    I  was  a  detective  under  Commodore  Hull  in  the  spring  of  18(>4.     He  t^  Id  me  to 
visit  all  the  shops  and  every  place  connected  with  the  yard,  and  see  that  everything  wis 
conducted  right,  and  see  that  there  was  no  fraud  :  that  nothing  was  bidden  and  uothiD{; 
thrown  over  the  walls  or  out  of  the  windows,  as  had  been  the  case.     I  made  several  ar* 
rests  and  captured  several  boat-loads  of  stuff  at  the  navy-wharf.    I  was  employed  also  by 
Captain  McComb.    I  was  employed  in  the  absence  of  Detective  Russell,  and  took  his  place. 
Captain  Geddis  employed  me  a  good  many  times. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  That  covered  a  part  of  how  many  years  ? — A.  It  is  over  twenty-five  years  since  I  have 
been  acting  as  a  watchman  and  non-commissioned  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Q.  How  many  years  have  you  been  in  tjie  navy-ya/d  as  a  marine  ? — A.  Fourteen  years. 

Q.  During  that  fourteen  years  have  you  been  in  the  navy -yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a 
watchman  and  a  detective. 

Q.  When  you  were  riding  upon  this  cart,  where  you  lifted  this  canvas  and  saw  tbe 
ehcet-copper,  did  yow  ot  Oi\^  "^ovi  uoxXm^n^  ^  viqixinvsi^^Uqxi  with  the  driver  ? — A.  Not  a  wonl. 
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Q.  Didn't  you  have  interest  enough  in  it  to  know  where  that  was  going  ? — A.  I  took  in- 
terest enough  in  it  to  know  that  it  was  Government  property  at  the  time,  and  was  c«ufi- 
dent  of  it.  ]$ut  it  would  be  as  much  as  my  life  was  worth  to  open  my  mouth.  Those 
teamsters  were  well  paid,  as  was  well  known. 

Q.  You  don^t  know  that. — A.  I  have  seen  men  on  two  or  three  occasions  who  got  them- 
selves very  badly  hurt. 

Q.  What  occasions  do  you  refer  to  ? — A.  Why,  for  asking  if  that  was  Government  prop- 
erty that  was  going  out  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Was  that  the  time  the  yard  was  being  cleaned  out  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  or  three  men  got  badly  beaten ;  do  you  know  that  fact? — A.  Yes  ;  I  heard  it.  I 
saw  one  of  the  men  myself  that  got  badly  beaten. 

Q.  Why  was  he  badly  beaten  f— A.  For  interfering  about  tliis  stuff  being  thrown  over  the 
walls,  asking  if  it  was  not  a  shame  to  see  such  plunder  as  that  taken.    He  was  set  on  by  a 
set  of  blackguards.    It  was  thrown  over  the  wall  into  the  street  from  the  inside  of  the  yard 
on  nights  so  dark  that  you  could  hardlv  see  your  hands  before  you,  with  lights  lit  on  bothi 
sides  of  the  yard  and  teams  both  in  ana  out    They  were  a  set  of  thieves. 

Q.  You  could  not  hold  the  officer  of  the  yard  responsible  for  that,  could  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  would  not  hold  him  responsible  for  anything  tnat  was  carried  on  there.  My  orders  at 
League  Island,  as  watchman,  were  to  allow  no  contractor  and  no  man,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  use  anything  belonging  to  the  Government,  without  special  permission  from  the 
civil  engineer.  Captain  Hooker,  or  the  commodore  of  the  yard.  One  of  the  contractors  was 
using  a  derrick,  i  asked  him  if  he  had  permission,  and  he  told  me  that  he  would  report  me^ 
at  Washington  and  take  my  star  off  me.    It  was  the  means  of  having  me  discharged. 

Q.  Who  was  that  ? — A.  I  believe  his  name  was  McKay. 

Q.  When  was  that  7 — A.  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  moving  of  the  ordftance  stores. 
They  were  taking  the  derrick  on  a  small  railroad-truck  for  short  hoisting  over  to  the  ord- 
nance to  lift  heavy  shell.  It  was  on  my  beat  or  I  should  not  have  interfered  ;  my  orders, 
were  strict,  that  under  no  circumstances  should  they  use  car-trucks,  derricks,  or  anything 
belonging  to  the  Government,  without  special  permission.  Even  the  American  Dredging 
Company  could  not  use  their  own  derrick  or  move  their  own  pile-drivers  without  bringing 
us  a  written  order  from  the  civil  engineer's  department. 

Q.  You  intended  to  carry  out  your  orders? — A.  I  did.  I  told  him  he  must  get  permis- 
sion. He  told  me  to  go  away  and  not  stop  the  work.  I  cursed  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
would  turn  round  and  kick  the  head  off  me.  I  had  a  rifle  there,  and  if  he  bad  attacked  me 
I  certainly  should  have  leveled  him  to  the  ground.  If  he  had  kicked  me  he  never  would' 
have  kicked  another  person.     I  would  have  risked  my  neck. 

Q.  Were  you  discharged  from  the  island  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that? — A.  I  blame  nothing  else  but  that. 

Q.  How  long  after  this  happened  was  it  before  you  were  discharged  ? — A.  When  he  tolJ 
me  that  he  would  kick  me,  I  told  him  to  come  on,  I  was  ready.  I  reached  my  hand  behind 
me  for  my  rifle.  We  carried  a  rifle  from  the  station-house  at  night ;  and  I  used  to  carry  a 
cutlass  at  night.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  property  laying  in  the  ordnance  department, 
which  had  neither  lock  nor  key,  and  we  had  to  stand  by  that  at  night. 

Q.  How  long  after  this  altercation  which  you  had  with  McKay  were  you  dismissed  ? — A. 
About  six  weeks  afterward. 

Q.  And  you  think  your  dismissal  was  owing  to  that  ? — A.  I  do.  A  gunner  came  to  me 
and  told  me  that  he  would  run  me  off  the  island.  I  told  him  I  cared  for  no  man  as  long  as 
I  did  my  duty,  and  Captain  Hooker  knew  it. 

Q.  \\  ho  was  he  ?-t~A.  He  had  command  of  all  the  fleet  at  the  island  and  commanded  the 
watchmen.     Captain  Wilson  holds  that  position. 

Q.  When  did  Captain  Wilson  take  Captain  Hooker's  place  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  early  in 
September. 

Q.  When  was  this  trouble  which  you  had  with  McKay  T— A.  It  was  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  ordnance  stores,  shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel,  from  the  old  navy- 
yard  to  League  Island.    I  think  it  was  the  latter  part  of  October.    I  would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  You  were  then  working  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Hooker  ? — A.  We  were  still  work- 
ing under  his  orders.  They  were  never  countermanded,  and  there  is  a  part  of  them  that 
have  not  yet  been  countermanded.  Captain  Hooker  was  relieved  about  the  time  they  com- 
menced to  remove  the  ordnance  stores. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  further  in  relation  to  the  property  of  the  Government  being 
removed  from  the  navy-yard,  or  from  scows  while  being  transported  from  the  navy-yard  ? — 
A.  Nothing  further  than  what  I  have  stated,  except  as  to  the  destruction  of  Government 
property.  On  Sunday,  as  I  went  on  watch  at  1*2  o'clock,  McKay's  men  had  a  very  heavy 
piece  of  machinery,  called  the  **  spider,"  on  two  trucks.  There  was  a  small  derrick  rigged 
in  the  comer  for  lifting  toundation-stone  into  those  small  cars.  There  were  two  900-pound 
shot  and  two  brass  pieces  on  the  end  of  it,  and  there  were  three  or  four  large  foundatloin- 
stones  lying  on  it  to  keep  the  derrick  down.  I  told  the  foTemaT\  t\\«LX.\\,v!o\\\^TiQ\.\«»:t'Oftfe 
weight,  and  if  he  broke  it  I  would  hold  him  responsible  lor  \t  *,  l\\«.t  \  y«o\x\^  Vk,rc^«.\.\v\«v  «vv 
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the  spot  and  take  him  to  tlie  station-house.  I  also  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Jamt^  Dupiii, 
a  {fuuner  in  the  service  of  tlie  United  States,  who  was  acting  as  foreman  for  McKaj,toit, 
and  asked  him  if  he  would  allow  this  piece  of  machinery  to  be  taken  up  by  tbatdenicli. 
He  said  yes.  I  told  him  that  took  the  responsibility  oflf  of  mtf .  They  lifted  the  piece,  and 
as  soon  as  they  prot  a  strain  on  it  the  derrick  fell  on  top  of  it  and  the  machinery  came  off 
the  trucks,  breaking  three  or  four  wheels  and  the  elevating- screw.  The  thing  was  dropped 
and  I  have  never  heard  anything  more  about  it.  On  several  occasions  I  made  reports  Id  the 
line  of  my  duty.  I  made  one  to  Captain  Wilson,  about  a  box  of  books  belonging  to  the 
navigation  departmeift  being  broken  open  and  some  of  the  books  missing,  and  I  have  Derer 
heard  anything  else  about  it.  There  were  reports  about  doors  being  left  open  at  night  and 
Sundays. 

Q.  Were  you  a  watchman  in  the  yard  at  the  la  st  cleaning-up,  when  they  were  takinjf 
out  the  iron  7 — A.  Not  in  the  yard.  I  was  at  League  Island.  I  was  never  watcbmaD  Iq 
the  old  yard.    All  my  experience  as  a  watchman  was  at  League  Island. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  that  scow  laid  at  Greenwich  Point  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  Ihat.  Her 
decks  were  more  than  half  bare  when  I  saw  her.   More  than  one-half  of  her  cargo  wu  out. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  evening,  when  you.  were  going  home? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  in  the 
morning.  I  left  the  island  at  8  o^clock  in  the  morning,  and  I  walked  arou  nd  the  banii. 
and  I  know  it  never  took  me  more  than  an  hour  to  reach  home,  and  I  should  judge  it  wu 
close  to  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  I  saw  this  affair  at  Greenwich  Point. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  more  similar  teams  going  by  your  bouse  that  day  ? — A.  No,  sir;  noDe 
used  to  pass  out  of  the  yard  during  the  day-time. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  saw  any  similar  loads  coming  from  Greenwich  Point  by  year 
house. — A.  None  ever  came  by  my  house  ;  they  turned  up  Mifflin  Koad.  They  didn*tcome 
by  the  old  yard. 

Q.  Where  were  they  going  np  Mifflin  Road  ?— A.  Up  to  Third  street,  to  take  ihe  track  to 
any  other  street  they  chose.  They  had  only  three  squares  to  go  when  they  got  to  the  rail- 
road-track. 

Q.  You  didnH  know  where  they  went  to  ? — A.  I  couldn't  say  that.  I  never  followed 
them. 

Q.  This  was  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Did  you  not  have  curiosity  enough  to  watch  if 
any  more  teams  with  that  kind  of  material  came  up  that  way  during  the  day  ? — A  No,  &ir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  curiosity  enough,  on  your  return  to  the  navy-yard,  to  notice  whether 
that  scow  was  lying  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  shaking  pretty  badly  with  the  chiUd  aDd 
fever,  and  they  came  on  about  11  o'clock.     I  intended  to  go  out  that  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  person  who  saw  that  vessel  lying  there  ? — A.  I  oonldu'l 
say  that.    I  saw  several  persons  there,  but  I  can't  name  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  more  in  relation  to  that  scow  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  can't  say  that 
it  was  Government  property,  but  my  opinion  is  that  it  was. 

Q.  You  didn't  have  curiosity  enough  to  find  out  the  name  or  number  of  the  scow  f— A.  ^ 
know  the  owner  of  the  scow  was  standing  in  her  stern. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  he  was  the  owner  7 — A.  I  know  he  wa.1,  because  I  spoke  to  th^ 
man.     I  asked  him  how  long  he  had  been  lying  there,  and  he  asked  me  what  biuiueith  i^ 
was  of  mine.   I  don't  know  his  name. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  name  of  the  scow?— A.  I  did  not,  for  there  was  a  canvas  thrown 
over  her  stem. 

Q  Was  it  one  of  the  scows  used  in  transporting  material  from  the  old  yard  to  League 
Island  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  was  ;  but  I  can't  swear  positively,  on  account 
of  the  covering  of  her  stern.  I  judged  from  the  material  that  she  was  one  of  the  scows 
that  left  the  old  yard  for  League  Island. 

Q.  Did  you  report  to  any  one  of  the  Government  officers  that  you  saw  this  scow  at  this 
place  with  Government  property  on  board  ?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  1 — A.  Because  I  couldn't  say  at  the  time  that  it  was  Government 
property. 

Q.  Why  shouldn't  you  have  made  a  report  that  you  suspected  it  if  you  were  a  watchman 
at  Leaofue  Island  i     Wasn't  it  your  duty  as  a  watchman  to  do  that  ?— A*  I  neglected  it 

Q,  Why  did  you  neglect  it  ? — A.  Because  I  didn't  think  it  was  necessary  for  me. 

Q.  You  didn't  think  it  was  necessary  if  you  saw  Government  property  being  hauled  away 
to  report  it  to  the  Government,  you  being  a  watchman  on  League  Island  ;  you  didn't  think 
it  was  anything  that  came  under  your  duty  to  report  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not,  I  beard  so 
much  talk  abuut  the  yard  about  taking  this  and  that  thing  that  I  went  there  merely  for 
curiosity. 

By  Mr.  Bi'RLEliiH: 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  fear  that  something  would  happen  to  you  if  you  made  such  a  report? 
— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did.  I  had  been  told  previous  to  that  it  was  my  vigrilance  in  lo64  and 
fore  part  of  1866  in  the  old  navy-yard  that  kept  me  out  of  many  a  good  situation  under  the 
Goyerument  in  the  navy -yard :  and  since  that  time  it  was  told  to  other  parties  that  I  was  too 
vi^jiJaiit  a  n.au  to  be  kepi  in  iXie  tva^vy-'sw^.    \  ^v^  \3a.^  ^\j\^  >«\\.Vka\si  fear  or  favor  to  any 
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person,  and  on  that  account,  havinj!^  a  lar^j^e  and  helpless  family,  I  kept  myself  still  and  didn't 
make  any  report  of  it  to  any  authorities  at  Leao^ue  Island.  That  was  my  only  reason  for  not 
■doing  it. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A.  I  lived  at  1 15  Federal  street  at  that  time. 

Q.  Was  that  near  by  the  old  navy-yard  7 — A.  Within  eight  doors  of  the  old  navy-yard  gate. 

Q.  Did  you  say  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  navy-yard  to  League  Island,  teams  did 
come  out  of  the  navy-yard  at  night  loaded  with  Grovemment  material  t— A.  You  have  under- 
stood me  to  say  that  I  supposed  it  was  Government  material  that  was  in  them. 

Q.  Why  did  you  suppose  that? — A.  Because  I  saw  the  stuff  covered  .with  old  canvas.  I 
supposed  if  it  was  honest  material  that  was  in  the  wagons  no  man  need  be  afraid  to  travel 
vrith  it  night  or  day. 

Q.   Did  you  make  a  report  in  that  case  7 — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  f — A.  On  account  of  fear  that  I  would  be  removed,  and  that  was 
the  only  thing  that  prevented  me  from  making  my  reports. 

Q.  How  many  teams  did  you  see  go  out  by  night  that  way  ? — A.  I  saw  three  teams  one 
night,  and  another  night  I  went  for  a  doctor,  my  wife  being  taken  sick,  and  I  think  I  saw 
two  teams. 

Q.  How  many  more  did  you  ever  see  ? — A.  That's  about  all  I  took  notice  of. 

Q.  Did  vou  understand  or  have  any  intimation  from  any  one  that  that  was  property 
that  came  from  the  yard  1 — A.  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  that  this  property  came  from  the  yard  ? — ^A.  I  merely  suspected  it  on 
accoant  of  its  being  covered. 

Q.  Were  these  teams  heavily  or  lightly  loaded  ? — A.  Pretty  heavily  loaded.  I  could  judge 
by  the  springs  how  they  were  loaded. 

Q.  Do  you  think  these  teams  were  loaded  with  metal  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  a  grade  on 
Federal  street,  and  I  can  tell  by  the  pulling  of  a  pair  of  horses,  and  they  were  heavily  loaded. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  these  teams  f — A.  I  did,  going  up  as  far  as  Second  street. 

Q.  I  mean  as  regards  their  being  heavily  loaded. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  to  the  best  of  my 
belief  they  were  pretty  heavily  loaded.     There  were  two  horses  with  these  low  sugar-trucks. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  vou  saw  them  going  from  the  yard? — A.  About  half-past  11 
or  12  o'clock  at  night ;  ana  the  next  night  it  was  nearlyfl  or  2  o'clock  as  I  was  going  for  the 
"doctor. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  date  of  that  7 — A.  I  will  get  it,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  14,  1876. 
Alexander  H.  Kane  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Your  business-house,  as  I  understand  you,  is  located  opposite  the  Queen-street 
'vvarehouse,  being  the  warehouse  owned  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  If —Answer. 
It  is. 

Q.  State  if  at  any  time  you  saw  any  copper  brought  to  that  warehouse,  by  whom  brought, 
and  what  time  of  the  day  ;  what  time  of  the  day  it  was  carried  off*;  and  then  state  the  quality 
thereof,  whether  new  or  old,  and  all  you  know  about  it. — A.  It  was  composition  ^un-screws, 
bearings  for  engine-journals,  and  such  things  as  that.  I  saw  it  come  there  in  the  morning 
•about  7  o'clock,  or  perhaps  a  little  after  7  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  it  brought  by  scows  or  by  teams  ?— -A.  By  teams.  I  can't  say  how  many  car- 
loads, but  a  number  of  furniture-car  loads  were  brought.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  commenced 
to  be  taken  away  about  1  o'clock. 

Q.  Was  that  old  or  new  f — A.  The  greater  part  was  new.  Pretty  much  all  I  saw  that  day 
was  new. 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  of  it  would  you  pronounce  it  fit  for  present  use  7 — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  it  was  new.  In  fact,  several  of  us  went  over  and  looked  at  it,  and  we  were  astonished 
that  the  Grovemment  would  sell  such  stuff. 

Q.  As  to  the  date  7 — A.  It  was  during  the  period  of  time  that  the  Government  was  remov- 
ing material  from  the  old  yard  to  League  Island. 

Q.  That  is, during  this  last  fall  and  winter f — A.  Yes, sir;  at  that  time  several  of  us  pro- 
nounced it  new.  , 

Q.  Was  that  a  large  or  small  quantity? — A.  I  can't  tell  as  to  the  number;  but  was  a 
very  large  quantity.  I  presume  25,  30,  or  40  tons ;  may  be  less  and  may  be  more. 

Q.  And  you  say  it  was  moved  the  same  day  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  most  of  it.  I  can't  say  that 
it  was  all  removed  that  day.    It  was  taken  in  and  taken  out  the  same  day, 

Q.  Was  the  navy -yard  open  at  the  hour  in  the  moTn\ng  vrYi^ii  "yo\3L^\«v."lxoWQfc^\^.^ — K.'V 
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can*t  say  positively  whether  it  was  or  not.     It  was  very  early  iu  the  morning];  it  wagnrt 
later  than  7  o'clock. 

Q.  Under  navy-yard  regulations  they  donH  open  at  that  hour  of  the  day  ? — A.  They  op«n 
at  7, 1  think. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  place  from  the  yard  to  Queen-street  wharf  where  they  put  the  copper? 
— A.  About  two  squares. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  the  distance  was  one  hundred  yards,  two  hundred  yards,  or  three 
hundred  yards  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  six  or  seven  hundred  yards. 

Q.  By  what  authority  or  what  way  it  came  there  other  than  you  have  stated,  you  don't 
know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  it  belonged  or  by  what  authority  they  obtained  its  removal  from  the  yard 
you  don't  pretend  to  have  any  knowledge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  any  other  property  removed  from  the  navy-yard  was  hoiued  or 
stored  f— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  impropriety  or  irregularity  about  the  navy-yard  management!- 
A.  I  do  not,  except  as  I  have  stated. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  subject,  the  sources  of  which  information  are  STai]* 
able  to  this  committee? — A.  I  can't  say  I  have.  The  supposition  is  that  it  was  not  coming 
in  and  ^oing  out  just  right. 

Q.  Was  the  coming  in  and  going  out  at  that  warehouse  such  as  to  excite  suspicion  tnd 
mistrust  that  the  affair  was  not  being  managed  properly  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  remarked 
by  all  of  us. 

Q.  That  it  was  something  out  of  the  usual  course  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  that  this  composition  metal  was  new  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  that  several  of  you  went  to  look  at  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  committee  what  shape  it  was  in  f — A.  It  was  in  bearings  for  engines, 
gun-screws,  composition,  &c. 

Q.  Were  there  anv  bars  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  It  had  been  all  worked  into  some  form  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.     It  was  all  manufactured. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  sent  when  it  went  from  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  war^ 
house  1 — A.  I  do  not,  except  that  I  was  told  it  went  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  composition  or  iron  lying  at  the  wharf  of  this  warehouse? — A.  Y^*' 
sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  in  ? — A.  Canal-boats. 

Q.  How  many  canal-boats  did  you  see  it  lying  in  at  the  wharf  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  yoo  hc^ 
many  ;  there  were  several  canal-boats  unloaded  there. 

Q.  How  much  should  you  think  there  was  unloaded  from  these  canal-boats  ?— A.  I  shonf 
think  probably  five  or  six  hundred  tons  of  iron  or  composition. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  should  you  say  was  composition  f — A.  I  can't  say  as  to  that. 

Q.  One,  two,  three  hundred  tons,  or  half  of  it  ? — A.  I  suppose  there  must  have  beei 
over  one  hundred  tons,  as  near  as  I  can  tell ;  there  might  have  been  two  hundred  tons. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  one  barge  pretty  largely  loaded  with  composition  ? — A.  Partly  so. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  one  the  chief  load  of  which  was  composition  ? — A.  I  can't  say  posi- 
tively as  to  that.  I  saw  one  or  two  partly  loaded  with  composition,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  chief  part  of  the  load  was  copper  or  iron. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Was  any  of  this  composition  or  copper  what  they  term  pig,  as  it  comes  from  the  fur- 
nace f — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn  t  see  any  of  that  kind,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  any  of  it  in  sheets,  either  brass  or  copper  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see  any. 

Q.  Copper  pipes  7 — A.  I  saw  copper  pipes. 

Q.  Was  it  in  bolts  or  bars  f— A.  No,  sir.     None  that  I  took  notice  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  this  property  was  in  charge  of  at  the  time  it  was  being  taken  in 
and  out  of  the  warehouse  7— A.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  the  man  all  the  time  around  there.  He 
was  a  man  with  one  arm. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  this  property  was  weighed  when  it  was  taken  into  this  ware- 
house or  when  it  was  sent  away  from  this  warehouse  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  You  saw  no  weighing  when  it  came  in  or  went  out  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  weighing  when  it  was  taken  from  the  boat  or  scow  to  the  warehouse  ?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  hauled  away  from  the  scows  in  what  you  term  furniture  carta  or  wag- 
ons?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  of  that  didn't  go  into  the  warehouse  7— A.  That  I  can't  say. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  iron  aboard  these  scows  with  this  composition 
and  cj^pper.— A.  Yea,  au. 


It 
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Q.  Where  did  that  iron  go  to  ?— A.  Most  of  the  iron  went  into  the  store-hoase ;  some  of  it 
was  new. 

Q.  What  description  was  that  new  iron  ? — A.  It  was  in  bars,  flat  and  round,  and  shaft- 
iron,  say  6  inches. 

Q.  Six  inches  round  shaft-iron? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  6  and  2  inch  and  along  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  small  round  iron,  1^  or  1^  inch,  bars  of  natural  length  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  bar-iron  from  |  inch  thick  to  2  inches  and  3  inches  wide,  such  as  you 
would  see  in  a  common  iron-store  for  retail  purposes  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  taken  out  and  put  in  the  store-house  ?~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  saw  a  lot  of  heavy  square  plate-iron  from  4  to  6  inches  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  very 
long. 

Q.  Was  the  long  square  iron  or  the  small  ri)und  iron  and  the  small  bar- iron  from  ^  inch 
thick  to  2  inches  wide  and  along  there  ? — A.  It  was  mostly  large  iron. 

Q.  Was  there  a  considerable  amount  of  this  round  iron  and  this  bar-iron,  such  as  is  gen- 
erally used  by  blacksmiths  in  building  ships  ? — A.  I  saw  several  loads.  I  canH  say  how 
much  there  was.     I  didn't  pay  particular  attention  to  it. 

Q.  A  considerable  amount  of  that  description  of  iron  was  on  board  of  these  boats,  such  as 
you  would  usually  see  in  an  iron-store  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  tons  of  that  kind  did  you  see  removed  from  the  barges  to  the  building,  to 
the  best  of  your  knowledge  ? — A.  I  can't  say  how  much  ;  I  didn't  pay  enough  attention  to 
say. 

Q.  Was  there  ten,  twenty,  twenty-five,  or  thirty  tons? — A.  It  might  have  been  that  or 
more. 

Q.  Should  you  think  it  was  forty  or  fifty  tons  ? — A.  I  wouldn't  like  to  say  how  much. 

Q.  You  know  it  was  a  large  amount 7 — A.  It  was  a  considerable  amount;  yet>,  sir.  I 
think  there  was  more  of  the  big  round  shaft-iron. 


Philadelphia,  April  9, 1676. 
George  C.  Hammill  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  I  am  in  the  wine  and  liquor  business. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Nathaniel  McKay  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  lung  have  }0u  known  Mr.  McKay? — A.  I  suppose  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
year. 

Q.  Yon  never  knew  him  until  he  came  to  Philadelphia  to  enter  upon  his  contracts  in  the 
^avy  Department,  did  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  most  the  officers  of  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  know  some  few  of  them. 
Q.  State  whether  at  any  time  yen  have,  at  Mr.  McKay's  request  or  by  his  order,  made 
presents  or  sent  packages  of  wines  or  liquors  to  any  gentlemen  holding  positions  in  the 
Havy-yard  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  State  in  detail,  as  near  as  you  can  recollect,  just  what  yon  did  in  that  respect. — A.  I 
cannot  give  you  the  articles  exactly ;  there  was  some  champagne  and  whisky  sent. 

Q.  Slate  as  near  as  you  can  the   quantities,  and  to  whom  they  were  sent. — A.  I  cannot 

Temember  the  exact  dates  on  which  I  sent  the  packages  or  the  names.     There  was  a  case 

of  wine  sent  at  one  time  and  another  case  at  another  time.    I  cannot  call  the  officers'  names 

to  mind  now.     I  think  Mr.  Hartt  got  some.   I  will  not  be  positive  whether  Captain  Welles 

did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hoover  receive  any? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Briscoe  get  any  ? — A.  I  think  he  did.     Those  are  about  the  only  ones. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  other  men  to  whom  any  was  sent  f — A.  If  I  am  nut  mistaken,  I 
think  one  of  the  cases  and  the  whisky  was  for  one  party. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  that  for  Briscoe  ? — A.  No  ;  I  think  that  was  Mr.  Hartt. 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  a  case  do  you  mean  a  dozen  bottles  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  dozen  bottles  of  champagne  and  a  dozen  bottles  of  whisky  at  different  times  yoo 
think  went  to  Mr.  Hartt  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  champagne  to  Briscoe  ?^A.  I  think  that  is  the  name. 

Q.  Is  that  all  that  you  have  sent  to  his  order  ?—  A.  Yes,  that  is  all. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  a  case  of  wine  ? — A.  I  charged  him  $28. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  a  case  of  whisky  ? — A.  I  think  the  whisky  was  $24  a  case. 

Q.  Have  you,  at  the  procurement  of  any  other  person,  made  similar  presents  to  officers  of 
the  Navy  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Philadelphia,  April  21, 1876. 
Geor(;e  C.  Hammill  recalled  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  In  your  prior  testimony  you  stated  that  you  remembered  tohaye  delivered  two 
cases  of  wine  and  one  case  of  whisky  to  officers  of  the  Navy  Department  by  order  of  Mr. 
McKay.  Have  you,  upon  examination  of  your  books,  ascertained  that  that  was  a  correct  sUte- 
ment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  :  I  have  the  memorandum  with  me.  In  the  case  of  whisky  there  were 
six  bottles  instead  of  twelve.  There  was  one  case  of  champagne  in  one  order  ;  six  bottlesof 
whisky. 

Q.  To  whom  were  these  articles  sent  ? — A..  They  were  delivered  to  Lientenant  Briscoe, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Reeder ;  they  all  went  to  the  care  of  Npval  Constructor  Hartt.  The  first 
goods  named,  which  are  marked  Germantown  on  the  memorandum,  were  sent  there,  bat  I 
do  not  know  the  names  of  the  parties ;  they  were  not  sent  to  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Where  did  you  eei  authority  for  sayiu|r  that  a  case  of  that  champagne  was  intended 
for  Mr.  Reeder? — A.  ft  was  all  delivered  to  LieutenantHartt  himself  at  the  uavy-yard. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  Edward  Hartt  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  your  book  show  that  any  of  it  was  for  Briscoe  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  lUl  deliv- 
ered to  Hartt. 

Q.  Can  you  state  whether  or  not  the  packages  as  sent  were  marked  for  Briscoe  and  Reeder  f 
— A.  No ;  they  were  not. 

Q.  They  were  marked  for  Edward  Hartt  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  when  they  left  your  store  and  went  into  the  hands  of  the  me.saenjrer  who  deliv- 
ered them  they  would  show  merely  that  they  were  intended  for  Mr.  Edward  Hartt  f— A. 
Exactly.  McKay  came  into  my  store,  and  I  think  Briscoe  and  Reeder  were  with  him.  He 
had  these  cases  sent  down  to  those  c^entlemun.  He  said,  **  Just  deliver  those  goods  to  Mr. 
Hartt,  at  his  quarters  ;**  which  was  done. 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  the  liquors  which  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Hartt  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  those 
are  all  the  transactions  which  Ihave  ever  had  with  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  deliver  goods  to  Mr.  Hartt  on  his  own  order  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  dealings  with  Mr.  Hartt  than  those  ? — A.  None  in  the  world. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  McKay  since  you  were  last  called  before  the  committee  ?— A.  No, 
sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  written  him  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  him  in  any  way  or  form  ? — A.  None  whatever* 

Q.  Have  you  expressed  a  desire  to  see  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  not  express  a  des  re  to  the  officer  in  attendance  here  to  see  Mr.  McKay !— A" 
I  thought  ne  might  be  over  here.    I  asked  him  if  McKay  was  here.  ^  ^^ 

Q.  why  did  you  want  to  see  him  ? — A.  For  nothing  special.     I  did  not  know  whether  i  ^^ 
was  by  his  authority  that  I  was  called  here,  and  I  was  not  sufficiently  posted  in  the  matte 
to  know  what  to  do. 

Q.  You  have  not  seen  him,  however? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  exchanged  a  word  with  Mr. 
McKay  since  he  purchased  those  goods, except  merely  to  say,  **How  do  you  dot" 

Q.  You  have  stated  all  goods  delivered  by  you  to  him,  or  which  he  oidered  from  you  for 
other  persons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  whether  at  any  time  Mr.  McKay  and  the  officers  of  the  yard,  or  any  of  them 
came  to  your  establishment  and  drank  a  good  deal  of  wine. — A.  No;  they  never  drank  any 
wine  there ;  they  merely  came  in  and  took,  I  suppose,  a  couple  of  drinks  of  whisky,  staid 
there  and  chatted  and  smoked  a  while,  and  then  left.     I  don't  suppose  they  ever  drank  a 
bottle  of  wine  there. 

Q.  Who  were  those  officers  ? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Briscoe  was  one  and  Mr.  Reeder  another; 
and  there  was  also,  I  think,  an  officer  named'  Wells.  Mr.  Hartt  was  there  once  or  twice 
with  them. 

Q.  Have  you  shipped  or  sent  no  other  wine  tlian  you  have  testified  to  ?— A.  No,  sir;  those 
are  the  only  cases. 

Q.  Or  any  articles  of  any  description? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  notice  upon  the  copy  from  your  books  which  you  have  brought  in  the  following 
transcript:  '* September,  1^:^75,  one  case  champagne,  $'^9;  2  bottles  brandy,  ^;  2  bottles 
whisky,  $4;  2  bottles  sherry,  4;  total  $45,"  marked  *' Germantown."  To  whom  was  that 
sent? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  parties  named  ;  Mr.  McKay  gave  me  the  order.  It  was  sent 
to  a  Dr.  somebody,  in  Germantown.  He  wrote  the  address  on  a  little  slip  of  paper,  and  my 
boy  marked  it  on  the  case  ;  it  was  entered  on  the  book  and  charged  in  that  maAner. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  doctor  was  connected  with  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know.  I  do  not  know  his  name ;  I  have  no  memorandum  of  it.  I  have  given  you  a  mem- 
orandum of  all  the  liquors  of  every  kind  which  Mr.  McKay  bought  of  me. 
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OeoRGE  W.  Mitchell  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  in  any  way  connected  with  the  navy -j-ard  in  this  city  ? — An- 
swer.  I  have  heen,  as  quarterman  for  Mr.  Hartt,  the  constructor. 

Q.   H«iw  long  ? — A.  I  have  been  in  his  employ  about  two  years  this  last  time. 
Q.  Were  you  there  durinjj^  the  removal  of  the  property  from  the  yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.   State  whetlieryou  saw  any  unlawful  appropriation  of  the  property  by  any  one  during 
thnt  timet — A.  It  did  not  come  under  my  notice.     I  saw  buildings  torn  down  and  a  great 
deal  of  destruction,  but  I  was  busy  attending  to  the  Constitution.    I  had  a  great  many  men 
employed  as  shipwrights.     It  was  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  attend  to  my  own  business.     I 
thoug^ht  there  was  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  destruction.     It  used  to  make  me  mad  once 
in  H  vrhile  to  see  them  tear  the  walls  down  on  the  timber. 

Q.    Do  you  know  anything  about  anybody  stealing  any  property  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
that  was  in  every  day's  report,  but  I  didn't  know  the  fact. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  going  on  there? — A.  No, sir;  not  while  I  was  there. 
They  were  working  night  and  day. 

Q.  Were  there  sufficient  guards  and  watchmen  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment ? — A.  There  were  enough  watchmen  and  marines  about  there,  if  they  were  stationed 
there  for  that  purpose.  They  were  loading  scows  and  steamers  at  all  the  wharves  around 
or  about  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  men  being  rated  as  skilled  mechanics  who  were  not  ? — 
A.   Y'es,  sir  ;  there  has  been  plenty  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  was  responsible  for  that?— A.  It  appeared  to  me  that  they  came 
from  the  Department,  apparently.  I  have  often  spoken  to  those  men,  and  they  told  me  I  had 
better  mind  my  business  ;  that  they  were  Department  men. 

Q.   Do  you  know  anything  about  false  mustering ;  that  is  to  say,  men  being  on  the  pay- 
rolls who  were  not  there  to  do  duty  1 — A.  Not  in  my  department  among  the  shipwrights.    I 
httd  a  large  gang,  and  had  them  on  my  book     It  was  my  business  every  day  to  see  that  they 
Mr  ere  there  ;  and  if  they  were  not  there  I  would  not  report  them  as  being  on  duty.    Outside 
or  coDstruction,  however,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Was  that  employment  of  men  as  skilled  laborers,  rating  them  as  first-class  mechanics, 
carried  on  to  any  considerable  extent  f — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  think  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  made  about  that  up  there.  Men  would  be  recommended  in  our  department  and  put 
io  as  ship-carpenters,  who  never  worked  a  day  at  the  business.  They  were  joiners  or  house- 
<^«rpenters.  They  were  sent  by  the  Department,  and  were  not  fit  or  capableto  do  our  work, 
'^fter  a  while  they  would  be  transferred  to  another  department,  if  there  was  an  opportunity. 
X  had  the  supervision  of  a  great  many  men  there,  and  I  had  a  chance  to  see  these  things. 
X  have  heard  Mr.  Hartt  often  say  that  if  they  would  give  him  the  men,  he  could  do  the  work. 
C>n  the  Constitution  they  had  a  tiptop  gang,  having  sifted  the  others  out.  * 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  else  that  was  wrong? — A.  In  our  department  I  do  not  think 
X   saw  anything  destroyed. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  wrong  conduct  occurring  in  other  branches  of  the  service 
t^liere  ?— A.  No,  sir.  I  believe  if  Mr.  Hartt  had  finished  tpe  frigate  Constitution,  it  would 
liave  been  done  for  the  same  price  that  will  now  have  to  be  paid  for  her. 

Q.  W'as  there  any  reason  why  she  could  not  have  been  finished  previous  to  her  passing 
ivito  the  hands  of  the  contractor  f— A.  I  hauled  her  ashore,  and  she  laid  a  long  while,  and  we 
^idnU  do  anything  to  her.  Then  we  had  orders  to  go  on  with  her.  I  had  my  own  gang  of 
^0  or  7.5  men  on  her  then. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  the  mode  and  manner  of  her  removal.  Was  it  a  loss  to  the  Government? — 
A.  I  think  so.  I  looked  at  it  in  this  way :  The  timber  they  transported  to  League  Island 
for  her  has  now  to  be  transported  over  to  Camden,  and  it  is  goin^  to  cost  in  the  neighbor- 
liood  of  $2,500.  They  should  have  repaired  her  at  the  south  wharf.  I  had  timber  ana  lum- 
ber prepared  for  her  before  she  left. 

Q.  And  that  timber  and  lumber  that  you  prepared  for  her  had  to  be  transported  from  the 
island  to  the  contractor? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  17,  1876. 
Albert  R.  Schofield  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh: 

Question.  What  is  your  business? — Answer.  With  the  assistance  of  four  others,  I  have 
charge  of  the  old  navy-yard,  which  now  belongs  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

Q.  What  was  your  business  prior  to  that  time? — A.  lam  a  lawyer  by  profession,  but 
I  have  been  connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  a  number 
of  years. 

Q.  As  its  legal  counsel  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  associated  witVi  cov\ws^\. 
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Q.  Do  you  find  any  trouble  in  keeping  people  off  from  the  old  navy- yard  ^ound  whom 
you  consider  have  no  right  there  1 — A.  Not  at  the  present  time.  We  did,  however,  when 
the  company  first  took  possession  of  the  yard.  At  tnat  time  there  was  no  fence  on  the  river 
side.  When  I  first  came  there  I  think  there  were  22  men  employed.  The  force^  howerer, 
has  been  reduced  until  at  the  present  time  there  are  but  five,  includinif  myself. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  having  those  22  men  employed  there? — A.  There  wu sop- 
posed  to  be  a  ^reat  many  things  lying  loose  in  the  yard,  such  as  iron  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Didn't  tnose  things  lying  around  loose  belong  to  the  United  States? — A.  Oarnnder-    • 
standing  wa^  that  the  company  purchased  everything  that  was  there. 

Q.  W  hether  it  was  loose  or  a  fixture  ? — A.  Every  tiling  that  was  on  the  property. 

Q.  Has  the  company  had  everything  that  was  loose  or  a  fixture  7 — A.  They  biTe  had 
everything,  as  I  understand,  since  the  day  of  the  purchase.  I  have  understood  that  some 
cannon  were  taken  away,  which  the  company  claimed ;  and  the  question  was  then  raised 
as  to  whom  they  belonged,  and  I  understood  that  Mr.  Frank  Thompson  stated  that  every- 
thing which  was  fixed  to  the  property  was  supposed  to  be  included  in  the  purchase. 

Q.  You  say  that  there  was  iron  lying  arouna  loose  7 — A.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  iron 
connected  with  the  ways,  iron  windows,  iron  doors,  and  frames  and  things  of  that  charac- 
ter.    All  the  flooring  of  the  yard  was  fastened  with  iron  spikes. 

Q.  Did  your  company  claim  all  which  was  loose  and  hold  it  7->A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  any  question  between  your  company  and  the  Navy  Department  in  relation  to 
that  matter? — A.  I  never  heard  of  any.  I  received  an  order  sometime  ago  from  Mr.  Fa^b, 
the  general  agent,  to  permit  some  one  to  come  in  to  examine  in  relation  to  scales,  aodif 
they  found  them  to  talce  them  away. 

Q.  Were  the  twenty-two  watchmen  whom  you  put  in  to  keep  off  the  navy-yard  people  if 
they  came  for  material  ? — A.  They  were  to  keep  off  everybody. 

Q.  Did  the  navy-yard  people  attempt  to  come  in  ? — A.  Nobody  came  officially  or  by  au- 
thority. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  demand  for  the  material  left  there  ? — A.  Never  since  I  have  been 
on  duty  at  the  yard.    I  went  there  on  the  Ist  of  March. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  that  material  other  than  the  fixtures  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 
There  are  a  great  many  things  lying  about.  There  are  bricks  there  which  have  been  tbruwn 
down,  and  also  some  frame  buildings. 

Q.  Have  you  removed  any  of  those  frame  buil  lingf  ? — A.  There  was  one  taken  down.  I 
know  parties  who  have  come  there  and  offered  to  buy  the  material.  That  is,  they  wanted  to 
have  tne  privilege  of  looking  around  the  yard  and  picking  up  what  iron  they  could  tind. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  iron  in  the  wayb.  There  was  a  great  number  of  large  hiogesoo  the 
doors  that  were  torn  off  the  buildings. 

Colonel  Scott,  in  his  report,  says  that  the  purchase  was  twenty- three  acres,  and  with  the 
right  to  the  port-warden's  line  it  would  incluae  five  additional  acres.  , 

Q.  How  many  wharves  were  there  ? — A.  There  is  the  north  wharf,  the  wharf  undef  ^"^ 
Qorth^shears,  the  stone  basin  where  the  dry-dock  was   situated,  and  the  south  whan* 
think  there  were  about  four  wharves  and  the  stone  basin.  ^ 

Q.  Are  the  shears  which  are  left  standing  there  claimed  by  the  Pennsylvania  RaiU^ 
Company? — A.  Yes.  ^^ 

Q.  How  many  are  there  ? — A.  Two  pairs  :  there  was  the  north  shears  and  the  south  sb^^^ 
There  was  a  building  behind  the  tower  called  Johnson^s  monument     That  building  ^p 
Webb,  the  carpenter,  sold  by  direction  of  Mr.  Pugh,  the  general  agent,  to  William  H.  Si**!^! 
son  for  $25,  he  taking  it  down  and  taking  it  away.'   It  was  in  the  way  of  the  doable  trs^ 
extending  through  the  yard.  j| 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  estimate  made  by  your  people  of  the  brick  left  in  the  yard  ?-^^ 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  estimate  yourself? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q-  Have  you  made  any  estimate  of  the  value  of  any  of  the  material  lying  around  ? — ^ 
No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  bricks  should  you  suppose  there  were  there? — A.  A  gentleman  was  thei^ 
one  day  who  appeared  to  be  conversant  with  the  subject,  said  that  he  would  give  $11)U,0(H^ 
for  the  brick. 

Q.  Did  he  make  that  offer  to  you  ? — A.  No ;  but  he  made  that  remark,  saying  that  wa^ 
the  value  of  the  brick  lying  around  ;  that  is,  if  the  buildings  had  been  properly  taken  dowu' 
We  often  have  parties  there  who  want  to  purchase  a  few  thousand  bii«:k8,  but  our  iustruc 
tions  are  not  to  sell. 

Q.  Are  those  bricks  for  sale,  in  point  of  fact  ? — A.  No,  sir.  The  general  agent^s  direction^ 
to  me  were  that  if  I  knew  any  parties  who  would  clean  them,  to  let  those  persons  forwarJ 
to  him  estimates  of  what  they  would  clean  and  pile  them  for  by  the  thousand.  The  intention 
was  to  use  them  in  the  erection  of  whatever  buildings  might  hereafter  be  pnt  up  on  the 
premises.  There  was  a  building  on  the  south  whaif  called  the  engine-house,  where  they 
used  to  have  an  engine  for  the  use  of  the  shears.  That  was  torn  down  and  given  away  U? 
a  couple  of  young  men  that  came  there  in  a  boat.     It  was  in  the  way  of  the  platform. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  From  what  you  have  observed  id  that  navy -yard  since  you  have  been  there,  in  the 
uoval  of  the  property,  does  it  not  bear  evidence  of  wanton  destruction,  haste,  and  confu- 
•n  T — A.  There  is  no  question  about  it ;  it  does  not  admit  of  an  argument.  It  looks  to  me 
e  a  disgrace,  and  everybody  who  goes  there  remarks  that. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  that  yon  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company 
a  number  of  years  past  ? — A.  Yes,  directly  or  indirectly,  off  and  on. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  efforts  made  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  to  possess 
smselves  of  that  property  prior  to  its  sale? — A.  No,  sir;  I  knew  nothing  about  it  till  I 
w  the  account  of  the  sale  ;  it  was  then  intimated  in  some  of  the  papers  that  the  Penosyl- 
nia  Company  had  purchased  it ;  but  in  the  same  papers  it  was  stated  that  the  Baltimore 
d  Ohio  Company  had  made  the  purchase.  ' 

Q.  State,  if  you  know,  whether  the  possession  of  that  piece  of  property  was  a  necessity  to 
)  Pennsylvania  Company. — A.  That  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Was  it  of  any  advantage ;  and  ;if  so,  what  advantage  to  them  7— A.  It  necessarily  was 
^reat  advantage  to  the  company,  from  the  fact  that  the  company  owned  property  or  leased 
jperty  in  its  immediate  vfcinity,  and  it  also  had  great  water  facilities,  being  on  the  water- 
tut.  They  have  tbe  Reed  street  property,  directly  to  the  south  of  it,  which  is  leased  ;  they 
(O  own  or  have  leased  the  property  to  the  north,  but  betwe<*n  them  and  this  property  the 
kltimore  and  Ohio  and  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Companies 
ve  depots  ;  that  is  to  say,  between  Prime  street  and  Washington  street. 

By  Mr.  BuRLEiGH : 

Q.  And  the  navy-yard  was  in  the  way  T — A.  .The  navy-yard  was  clearly  between  them. 
C^.  So  that  they  could  not  bring  their  properties  together  unless  they  had  the  navy-yard? 
A.  No,  sir.    The  tracks,  as  yon  observe,  were  originally  extended  to  up  within  certainly 
t  over  three  or  four  yards  from  the  south  line  of  the  navy-yard  property. 
Q.  What  tracks  are  those  ? — A.  The  tracks  of  the  Delaware  extension. 
Q.  Do  they  belong  to  the  Pennsylvania  Company  ? — A.  Yes  ;  they  run  from  West  Phila- 
Iphia,  and  come  down  over  what  is  called  the  Junction  Road,  under  Market  and  Chestnut 
eets,  and  then  down  across  through  the  almshouse  property  across  the  Schuylkill  to  the 
idge,  running  along  the  north  side  of  the  arsenal  wall  and  extending  southeast  till  they 
n  to  Greenwich  Point. 

Q.  That  \n  that  short  line,  ending  abruptly  with  the  navy -yard,  running  parallel  with  the 
rer  ? — A.  Yes.  From  Greenwich  Point  it  runs  north  by  Commercial  avenue,  striking  Swan- 
n  street. 

Q.  Is  it  the  object  of  the  company  to  have  a  railroad-line  parallel  to  the  river,  to  the  rail- 
Ad-wharves  ? — A.  Since  I  have  been  there  a  single  curve  track  has  been  made  from  the 
rth  line  just  outside  of  the  gate,  north  of  Reed  street,  by  the  sugar-house,  to  the  south 
aarf,  which  has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  goods  for  the  Centennial.  Four 
ssels  have  unloaded  there,  three  being  from  France  and  one  from  the  Mediterranean, 
len  the  intention  is  to  have  a  curve  from  the  straight  track,  which  is  now  nearly  finished, 
►  to  Prime-street  wharf,  the  intention  of  which  is,  when  they  get  the  right  of  way  from  the 
liladelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  to  cross  their  roads  on 
vanson  street,  between  Washington  and  Prime,  and  to  connect  with  the  Delaware-avenue 
id  the  Swansou-street  track.  The  Delaware-avenue  track  is  now  connected  with  the  old 
»uthwark  Railroad,  leased  by  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore.  That  will 
en  give  them  the  right  to  run  to  Dock-street  wharf,  to  the  purchase  which  they  obtained 
'  buying  out  the  Philadelphia,  Camden  andjAmboy  Road. 

Q.  Then  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  navy-yard  in  order  to  make  the  connection  ? — A. 
»s ;  this  perfects  its  connection  between  the  north  and  the  south.  Last  week  they  laid 
t  another  track  from  the  north  track.  When  the  connection  is  completed,  that  will  give 
em  two  curves  and  a  double  track  through  the  yard. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Welch,  or  Mr.  Cochran,  or  Mr.  Rawle  are  stockholders 
officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  f — A.  I  do  not.  I  do  not  know  whether 
;her  one  of  them  has  any  interest  in  the  road,  directly  or  indirectly.  I  know  that  Mr. 
)chraa  was  a  member  of  the  legislature,  and  his  character  fur  honesty  and  integrity 
3od  as  high  as  any  man  that  was  there. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  value  of  this  property  ? — A.  Without  the  wharf  facilities,  I 
ink  the  property  is  very  dear.  If  you  take  the  streets  out  of  it,  you  will  find  it  is  ^\2  a 
3t,  whicn  I  would  not  give  for  any  ground  in  that  vicinity,  except  for  the  advantage  of 
nnection  with  the  river-front.    That  makes  it  very  valuable. 

Q.  With  the  advantages  of  the  water-front  and  the  wharfage  facilities,  what  do  you  say  as 
its  value  f — A.  I  say  that  it  is  a  very  valuable  piece  of  property  to  the  Pennsylvania  Road, 
ore  so,  I  suppose,  than  to  the  Baltimore  ai^d  Ohio  or  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Balti- 
ore,  because  thoy  have  property  both  above  and  below  it,  while  the  Baltimore  people  have 
operty  only  on  one  side. 
Q.  Would  not  its  wharfage  facilities  be  of  advantage  to  a  steamship  com^au^  ft.U<i'. — ^ 
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Yes.  The  wharves  are  not  now  filled  in  uearlj  out  to  the  port-wardeu^d  line.  They  are  all  of 
a  very  inferior  character  and  very  narrow. 

Q.  Suppose  the  wharfa^  facilities  of  the  yard  had  been  cnt  off,  so  to  speak,  or  that  it  bad 
been  sola  in  that  way,  in  your  judgment  would  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  have 
realized  more  money  ? — A.  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  if  the  property  had  been  cat  and 
sold  in  buildingf-lots  it  would  have  brought  that  money,  $12  a  foot. 

Q.  Suppose  you  had  taken  just  the  line  of  your  railway  running  through  it,  and  had  sold 
that  part  which  borders  on  the  water-front,  and  then  that  part  on  the  west  side  had  been  cat 
up  into  lots  ;  in  that  manner  could  not  the  United  States  have  realized  more  money  than  has 
been  realized  by  the  sale  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  so.  Taken  as  a  whole,  it  was  of  more  in- 
trinsic value  than  it  would  have  been  if  separated,  because  while  the  river-front  woald  hare 
brought  a  good  deal  of  money,  the  other  part  would  have  brought  nothing,  comparatiyelj, 
in  that  locality,  as  Philadelphia  all  grows  up  to  the  north  and  west,  following  the  stream.  It 
is  a  Grod-forsaken  country  down  there  in  any  event.  There  are  very  few  houses  of  any 
character  at  all,  excepting  frame  houses. 

Q.  Suppose  the  property  had  been  sold  with  the  buildings  on  it.  Looking  to  the  amoact 
which  has  been  paid  oy  the  Government  for  the  transportation  of  those  buildings,  and  for 
their  taking  down,  state  whether  as  a  business  proposition  it  would  have  been  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  to  have  permitted  the  buildings  to  remain,  and  to  have  sold  them  in 
connection  with  the  property,  or  whether  it  was  to  their  interest  that  they  should  have  been 
torn  down  and  then  transported  to  League  Island  ? — A.  My  judgment  is  very  clear  in  ao- 
Hwering  that  question,  that  it  would  have  been  far  better,  not  only  for  the  Govemoient  bet 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  if  they  had  purchased  the  buildings  standing;  that 
is,  if  the  Government  had  moved  out  and  left  tne  buildings  intact.  There  is  no  doubt  tber 
would  have  made  a  great  deal  more,  because  as  the  company  bought  the  buildings  were 
worthless.  They  were  destroyed.  The  Government  has,  I  suppose,  received  no  intrinsic 
value  by  the  removal.  Take,  for  instance,  the  stores  along  the  north  line  of  the  property. 
Judging  from  the  brick  and  mortar  lying  around,  it  looks  as  if  they  had  just  toppled  tfaeoi 
down  and  let  them  break.  It  does  not  look  as  if  they  had  taken  any  of  them  away.  There 
are  certainly  now  in  some  places  seven  or  eight  or  nine  feet  of  brickbats  and  rubbish  lying 
heaped  up. 

Q.  As  1  understand,  yon  were  not  present  at  the  time  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Companj 
took  possession  of  the  property  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  on  the  proi>6rty  for  some  months 
after  the  purchase. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  that  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  claimed  that  ereir- 
thing  lying  in  the  yard,  lumber,  billets,  nuts,  scrap-iron,  brickbats,  copper,  lead,  and 
everything  else  belong  to  them  ? — A.  My  instructions  are  that  everything  which  is  within 
the  inclosnre  and  the  fence  out  to  the  end  of  the  waifs  is  the  property  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company,  and  I  am  directed  not  to  permit  anything  to  be  taken  away. 

Q.  Can  you  approximate  the  value  of  that  loose  material  which  is  lying  in  the  yard  and 
which  was  there  at  the  time  you  took  charge  ? — A.  I  cannot.  We  took,  I  think,  not  Im 
than  a  thousand  pounds  of  lead  out  of  a  box  or  place  where  they  used  to  have  wheels  kept. 
That  was  taken  out  by  the  track-men  and  sent  over  to  the  shop.  From  time  to  time  we 
find  copper.  We  find  little  bars  of  l^ad,  and  digging  one  day  in  the  sand  to  get  a  shorelfol 
to  stop  some  water,  a  number  of  small  bars  were  found,  weighing  a  pound  or  so  each.  We 
found  about  twenty  of  them.  We  often  find  common  balls.  I  think  there  is  a  big  shtW 
there  which  will  weigh  nearly  six  htindred  pounds.  I  could  not.  hdwever,  pntanytalae 
on  the  property. 


Philadelphia,  April  18, 1876. 
Thomas  Grady  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  in  any  way  with  the  navy-yard  at  this  place  — 
Answer.  I  hauled  there  for  about  two  weeks  for  McKay. 

Q.  State  if  at  any  time  during  the  period  that  you  were  so  employed  you  noticed  anything 
wrong  going  on  a  out  the  yard ;  ai  d,  if  so,  what  it  was. — A.  Sometimes  we  worke<l  there  at 
nights.  As  far  as  I  can  understand,  a  roan  named  Reynolds  had  boats  down  at  the  souto 
wharf.  We  hauled  iron  down  there,  and  hauled  it  to  the  north  wharves,  but  I  could notsaj 
where  it  went  to. 

Q.  The  iron  hauled  to  Reynolds's  boats  was  that  which  was  taken  off  from  the  yard  op  to 
the  warehouse,  was  it  not  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  the  iron  was  taken  from  where  it  was  stored  down 
to  the  boats. 

Q.   You  donU  know  which  way  the  boats  went  T— A.  I  do  not.  , 

Q.  Was  the  iron  which  you  took  to  Reynolds's  boats  and  to  the  north  wharf  ♦•^^^^JJ^" 
the  same  pile?— A.  It  was  in  the  same  building.  Every  size  of  iron  was  by  itself.  Then 
.'ll  were  all  sizes  of  iron  used  in  the  Government  business  in  there.  ,, , 

Q.  When  you  came  lo  WmX  ^tom  o\i^  ^\\^,  ^vi  ^^i\x\i«kul  from  that  pile  to  both  Beynoia* » 
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boat  and  the  north  wharf  at  the  same  time? — A.  Yes,  I  did.  Bat  I  could  not  say  whether 
it  was  Reynolds's  boat.  I  heard  so.  That  boat  was  on  what  they  call  the  south  wharf;  and 
then  on  the  north  wharf  there  was  another  boat. 

Q.  Did  it  seem  to  make  any  difference,  so  far  as  the  piles  were  concerned,  whether  yon 
took  the  iron  to  the  north  or  south  wharf  7 — A.  It  did  not  make  a  bit  of  difference.  We 
would  rather  go  to  the  north  than  to  the  south  wharf  with  it,  because  it  was  a  better  road. 
It  was  pretty  hard  puUinfi^  down  there  in  the  winter-time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  stealing  going  on  about  there  at  that  time  ? — A. 
I  could  not  say  that  exactly.    It  looked  like  that. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  it  look  like  it  ?— A.  I  heard  that  Reynolds  bought  only  thirty  or 
forty  tons  of  iron  there,  and  I  know  that  he  took  more  than  that.  There  was  a  large  quan- 
tity of  iron  stored  in  Queen  street.  I  don*t  know  where  that  went  to.  I  know  they  took 
a  good  many  boats  up  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  boats  being  taken  down  to  Greenwich  Point  7 — A.  No,  sir.  I 
heard  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  copper  being  hauled  out  of  the  gates  by  carts  ? — A.  I  suppose 
Gallagher  hauled  some  out  on  his  trucks. 
Q.  Did  you  see  that  done? — A.  I  saw  it  going  out  of  the  gates.    It  was  composition. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  pass  or  orders  were  obtain^  for  it  to  go  out?— A.  What- 
ever McKay  ordered  to  go  out  went,  no  matter  what  it  was. 

Q.  McKay  was  cock  of  the  walk  down  there,  was  he  ? — A.  X^at  he  was.    Teams  would 
not  be  let  out  of  the  gate  without  McKay's  or  his  man*s  ticket. 

Q.  Who  do  you  call  his  man  ? — A.  The  clerk  that  he  had  there.  I  forget  his  name. 
We  would  not  be  let  out  at  night  without  we  had  a  ticket  from  him. 

Q.  Was  tliis  hauling  of  iron  that  you  spoke  of  in  the  first  instance  going  on  at  night- 
time ? — A.  We  hauled  it  at  night. 

Q.  What  officer  of  the  Navy  was  about  there  at  night-time? — A.  I  don*t  remember. 
There  were  so  many  that  I  don*t  know  which  was  there.  There  never  used  to  be  any 
officer  near  where  we  hauled  iron. 

Q.  Who  directed  you  where  to  get  it  and  haul  it  ?— A.  McKay  had  men  there  to  load, 
and  we  never  could  get  off  our  wagons  at  all.  He  had  a  man  superintending  these  men, 
And  they  would  tell  us  where  to  go  with  the  different  loads — to  go  to  the  south  wharf  or  to 
the  north  wharf. 

Q.  Was  not  there  some  officer  of  the  Navy,  or  clerk,  or  watchman,  who  would  tell  yoa 
what  piles  to  go  to  to  get  vour  loads  ? — A.  Not  that  I  saw.  When  he  got  the  contract  in 
his  own  hands  he  could  haul  as  he  liked.  I  was  working  for  the  Government  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  and  he  threw  me  out  of  employment  when  ne  got  the  contract.  I  believe 
McKay  has  a  lot  of  boxes  now,  with  his  name  on  them,  down  at  the  warehouse  in  Queen 
street.    I  did  not  see  them,  but  I  heard  that  they  were  in  there. 

Q.  Suppose  you  knew  the  fkct  to  be  that  Mr.  McKay  or  Seyfert,  McManus  &.  Co.  had 
purchaseid  a  large  lot  of  composition  from  the  Government  at  the  yard,  would  you  then 
believe  that  anything  was  going  on  wrong  ? — A.  I  don't  know  about  that.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  were  things  going  on  wrong  at  night,  but  I  could  not  say  exactly.  Some  nights 
he  used  to  keep  us  in  there  until  10  o'clock  hauling.  He  and  Reynolds  had  it  all  their 
own  way.  When  Reynolds  would  want  wagons,  McKay  would  sena  him  the  wagons  that 
he  had  employed. 

Q.  Did  you  have  sufficient  light  there  at  night-time  when  you  were  working? — A.  We 
had  lampft  here  and  there.    Bomctimes  we  could  hardly  see  the  horses. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  distinct  in  your  recollection  and  statement  thereof — that  there  was  no 
officer  or  employ^  of  the  Government  taking  control  of  things  at  night  7 — A.  I  did  not  see 
any  there.  There  were  uight-watchmen  with  badges  on  around  the  yard,  but  that  was  all 
I  saw. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Would  you  know,  if  they  had  not  sdme  uniform  on,  whether  they  Were  officers  or 
not?— A.  I  would  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  officers  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  know  one  short  man  who  was  there. 
I  forget  his  name  now. 

Q.  When  you  say  that  there  were  none  there,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  know 
whether  they  were  there  or  that  you  don't  know  ? — A.  I  mean  that  I  did  not  see  any 
there. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  know  them  if  they  were  there  ? — A.  Certainly  I  would  know 
some  of  the  officers  if  they  were  there,  but  I  did  not  see  any  at  night. 

Q.  Did  you  in  the  day-time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  noboay  who  had  not  McKay's  pass  could  get  through  the  gate. — A.  Not 
at  night  they  could  not. 

Q.  Who  would  they  show  their  pass  to  ? — A.  To  one  of  the  marines  at  the  gate. 

Q.  Did  the  marines  take  the  ticket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  to  g^ve  up  your  ticket  to  the  marine,  had  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  before  we  could 
get  out.    That  was  when  we  were  going  home  at  night.    We  could  not  ^<tt  <i>\\.  \V'tw.^>^\v• 
out  having  a  ticket  from  McKay's  clerk. 


I 
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Q.  And  if  you  had  a  load  that  you  were  conveying  over  to  Qaeen  street,  you  had  to  bare 
a  pass,  had  you  not? — A.  McKay  would  give  a  pass  to*  get  out. 

Q.  When  you  say  that  things  looked  as  thougn  they  were  stealing,  what  do  yon  meao? 
— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  that  It  seemed  they  went  from  one  lot  to  another, 
and  sent  us  down  to  a  boat  which  they  said  belonged  to  Reynolds. 

Q.  You  simply  thought  one  was  a  Government  boat  and  the  other  was  Reynolds^g  boit. 
Now,  supposing  both  boats  were  used  in  carrying  Government  iron,  would  there  be  anythiogf 
wrong  in  it? — A.  I  don't  know  that  there  would. 

Q.  If  you  had  known  that  they  were  all  McKay's  boats,  what  would  you  sayf—A.  I 
could  not  say  anything. 

Q.  Then  if  it  happened  that  McKay  hired  all  the  boats,  you  would  say  that  it  was  all 
right,  would  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not.  I  could  not  say  where  he  sent  the  iroa  after 
it  was  loaded. 

Q.  If  you  could  not  say  where  he  sent  it,  you  could  not  say  that  he  stole  it,  could  you?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  for  saying  that  any  iron  went  where  it  onght  not  to  go  ?— A  I 
don't  know  that. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  McKay  sent  any  iron  away  from  the  yard  improperly  ?— A.  No, 
sir;  I  don't  know  anything  about  that.  McKay  had  all  to  do  with  it,  and  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  were  discharged  ? — A.  I  was  working  for  the  Government,  and  when 
McKay  got  the  contract  I  was  discharged,  as  there  was  no  work  for  me  or  for  any  body  else. 

Q.  You  did  not  like  that  very  much  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  thought  McKay  crowded  you  out  ? — A.  No  ;  but  then  he  employed  me  a  conple 
of  weeks,  while  he  had  any  work. 

Q.  You  say,  McKav  had  it  all  his  own  way  ? — A.  He  could  do  what  he  liked  in  the  jard. 

Q.  How  could  he  do  anything  that  he  was  not  permitted  by  the  officers  to  do?— A.  I 
mean  that  we  could  not  go  outside  of  the  gate  if  we  had  not  a  pass  from  him  to  go  out. 

Q.  When  you  say  that  he  could  do  anything  he  wanted  to  in  the  yard,  I  now  ask  joa 
whether  he  could  do  anything  which  the  officers  did  not  permit  him  to  do. — ^A.  I  doo't 
know  anything  about  him  or  the  officers.     I  cannot  say  anything  about  it. 

Q.  All  that  you  saw  was  that  McKay  was  ordering  the  men  whom  he  employed  to  do 
what  he  pleased  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ana  you  don't  know  that  he  ordered  them  to  do  anything  that  was  not  right?— A.  No, 
sir. 

Adjourned. 


Philadelphia,  April  18,  IS76. 
William  P.  Prick ett  sworn  and  examined. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  are  a  brick-mason  by  trade,  are  you  not  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
,  Q.  Do  you  reside  near  the  old  navy-vard  at  this  place  ? — A.  I  do  not  at  the  present  time, 

\  but  I  have  been  there,  at  the  lower  en  J  of  the  navy-yard,  all  my  life. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  worked  in  the  yard  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  years  back. 

Q.  Was  your  attention  called  to  the  mode  and  the  manner  in  which  the  buildings  at  the 
navy -yard  were  taken  down  at  the  time  they  were  being  taken  down? — A.  Yes,  sir;  par- 
ticularly. 

Q.  State  whether  it  was  done  with  care  and  prudence,  or  in  what  manner  it  was  done.— 
A.  I  have  seen  a  ^ood  many  buildings  torn  down  in  my  life-time,  but  I  never  saw  so  de- 
structive a  piece  of  work.  I  have  talked  with  a  great  many  men,  strangers  and  even  per- 
sons passing  casually,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  everybody  I  have  found  that  it 
would  have  been  a  saving  to  the  Government  to  put  a  keg  of  powder  in  and  blow  it  np. 

Q.  Was  any  care  taken  in  the  removal  of  the  bricks  from  the  yard  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
that.     I  did  not  go  inside  of  the  inclosure,  but  just  looked  at  it,  passing  by. 

Q.  Can  you  form  any  estimate  as  to  the  number  of  bricks  that  remain  in  the  yard  at  the 

f  resent  time  1 — A.  I  have  not  been  called  to  examine  the  inside  of  the  yard,  but  those  that 
looked  at  on  Federal  street  and  those  on  the  Front-street  side,  taking  what  is  standing  and 
what  is  torn  down  and  broken  up  on  the  Prime-street  side  and  those  down  on  the  Front- 
street  side,  I  should  judge,  would  amount  to  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  original  buildings. 
There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  many  removed  from  there.  There  is  a  mass  torn  down, 
but  it  is  all  piled  up  and  broken  up.  I  saw  them  taking  something  like  a  maul  or  sledg*, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  they  were  trying  to  break  up  the  bricks,  instead  of  trying  to  take 
them  down.    That  drew  my  attention  to  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  removal  or  unlawful  appropriation  of  any 
property  of  the  Goverumeut  oy  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  do  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  wrong  or  fraud  being  committed  about  the  navy-yard !— A.  No, 
sir  ;  not  of  my  own  k\io\vVe(\^^. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  7 — A.  Bricklayer. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  on  the  yard  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  worked  there  some  little  time 
under  the  Johnson  administration. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  removal  of  the  property  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing^  at  all. 
I  live  near  by  there. 

Q.  What  is  your  present  business  f — A.  I  work  at  bricklaying. 

Q.  Do  you  make  contracts  for  laying  brick  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  do  it  on  a  large  scale, 
but  do  merely  jobs  of  repairing. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that,  in  your  judgment,  two-thirds  of  the  brick  that  were  in  those 
buildings  before  they  were  torn  down,  are  now  in  the  yard  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  speaking 
of  the  row  down  Prime  street,  and  the  buildings  that  stood  on  Front  street.  I  do  not  mean 
all  the  buildings.     I  have  not  been  inside  of  the  yard. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  inside  since  the  removal,  have  you  ? — A.  I  went  down  with  a 
reporter  at  a  time  when  a  man  was  going  to  experiment  in  diving,  but  I  did  not  pay  particu- 
lar attention. 

Q.  You  observed  it  only  casually  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  Those  along  Prime  street  I  observed 
particularly. 

Q.  How  many  stories  were  those  buildings  T — A.  I  think  they  were  about  four  stories. 

Q.  There  remains  the  largest  part  of  the  lower  story  now  ?~A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  nearly 
two  stories  ou  the  outside  wall. 

Q.  About  one  story  on  the  inside  wall  7— A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  most  of  the  bricks  tumbled 
down  appear  to  be  lying  there. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  the  walls  thicker  at  the  bottom  than  they  are  at  the  top  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  those 
on  Prime  street  were.  Those  toward  the  wharf  are  not,  but  those  on  Front  street  I  know 
ran  pretty  much  the  same  all  the  way  up.  I  cut  some  windows  through  on  Prime  street 
some  thirty  years  ago,  and  I  know  ii  was  13  inches  at  the  top  then.  In  my  judgment  it 
would  cost  about  as  much  to  take  the  rubbish  away  that  they  threw  down  as  the  bricks  that 
they  took  away  would  be  worth. 


Philadelphia,  April  2\,  1676. 
Thomas  W.  Patten  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  pumps  and  some  other  material  which  belonged  to 
the  Government,  which  were  by  you  removed  from  any  private  estabUshment  to  the  navy-yard, 
:hey  having  been  improperly  taken  from  the  navy -yard  ? — Answer.  I  do  not  know  in  what 
manner  they  were  taken  from  the  navy-yard.  There  was  some  material  removed  from  Queen 
itreet  to  Leap^e  Island,  which  was  in  the  shape  of  pumps  and  chains,  a  hydraulic-pump  or 
something  of  that  kind.  I  am  not  positive  what  the  articles  were.  There  was  chain  with  it. 
In  fact,  I  am  not  positive  whether  it  was  a  pump  or  not.  I  am  positive,  however,  that  there 
was  a  chain  and  something  else  connected  with  it.  The  official  of  the  yard  requested  it  to 
be  sent  down.     My  team  was  employed  to  take  it  down. 

Q.  Did  you  take  that  {from  the  Queen-street  warehouse  by  orders  of  the  officials  of  the 
navy-yard  to  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  composition  or  iron  ? — A.  It  was  iron.  They  sent  their  foreman  from  the  ware- 
house with  it  to  League  Island.  The  man*s  name  was  Reynolds.  He  went  on  my  wagon 
"With  the  driver  to  see  that  it  was  delivered. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  from  that  officer  that  he  had  searched  for  it  before  in  the  Queen- 
street  warehouse,  and  had  been  unable  to  find  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  understood  that  he  had 
searched  at  League  Island  but  could  not  find  it,  and  came  up  there  to  look  after  it.  He  de- 
sirf^  it  to  be  found.  Mr.  McKay^s  clerk  directed  me  to  remove  it,  and  they  placed  it  on  the 
uragon. 

Q.  Was  anything  else  besides  the  chain  and  the  pump  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  my  teams  were  sent 
^with  chains  twico.  The  first  time  was  on  the  4th  or  Sth  of  January.  I  think  there  were 
■about  4,000  pounds. 

Q.  How  much  weight  was  there  in  the  second  load  ? — A.  Not  more  than  400  or  500 
pounds ;  it  was  a  trifling  amount.  It  was  not  nearly  a  load.  But  the  first  time  there  was  as 
jnuch  as  two  horses  could  pull  in  two  loads. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  other  unlawful  appropriation,  or  attempted  appro 
pnation,  on  the  part  of  any  one  of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  ? — A.  On  the  3d 
of  January  there  were  some  tanks  which  were  lyiog  at  the  south  wharves  put  on  my  wagon. 
They  were  not  removed  from  the  vard  as  they  could  not  obtain  a  pass  for  them.  They  were 
brought  to  the  gate,  and  returned  and  taken  off  the  wagon.  They  were  afterward  shipped, 
I  believe,  on  a  scow,  and  sent  to  League  Island. 
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Q.  Your  wagons  were  in  the  employ  of  whom  7 — A.  They  were  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay so  far  as  I  knew.  I  was  not  employed  by  him,  but  by  their  paymasterlwho  did  busi- 
ness both  for  McKay  and  Reynolds.     Seyfert,  McManus  &>  Co.  paid  their  bills. 

Q.  Who  was  that  paymaster  f— A.  B.  F.  Miller. 

Q.  Had  you  any  connection  yourself  with  the  navy-yard  as  an  employ^  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  frequently  about  the  navy- yard  ? — A.  I  was  there  from  the  loth  of  Decem- 
ber till  the  4th  of  January.     Some  portion  of  every  day  during^  that  time. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  night-time  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  no  business  there  at  night. 

Q.  What  officer  or  agent  of  the  Government  was  superintending  the  removal  of  property 
if  you  remember  7 — A.  1  do  not  know  of  any  excepting  Mr.  McKay,  and  his  foreman,  Mr. 
Black.  The  contractors  were  the  only  parties  I  saw,  superintending  any  removal,  and  the 
captain  of  the  yard,  whose  name  has  escaped  my  memory.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ^as  su- 
perintending the  renioval  of  anything. 

Q.  While  the  contractors  were  removing  property  for  the  Government  and  property  which 
they  had  bought  for  themselves,  did  you  notice  any  separation  of  that  property,  or  was  it  all 
mixed  up  T — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Did  they  haul  pell-mell  from  the  same  pile,  or  how  was  it  done  ? — A.  I  understood 
that  the  contractor  had  bought  what  I  hauled.  My  impression  was  that  I  was  not  haaling 
anything  for  the  Government.  My  teams  were  at  work  for  some  time  hauling  lumher  to  the 
wharf  for  the  subcontractor  of  Mr.  Rice.  They  were  hauling  lumber  which  was  rafted  or 
floated  down  to  League  Island.  They  were  hauling  no  iron.  I  understood  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay had  bought  the  boiler-iron  which  I  hauled  for  him.     He  was  having  it  broken  up. 

Q.  You  did  no  hauling  then  for  the  Government  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  hauling  was  done  to  the  Queen-street  wharf,  was  it  7 — A.  No,  sir.  Some  two 
or  three  loads  were  carried  to  Queen  street  from  the  navy-yard,  but  that  was  by  order  of 
McKaVs  clerk. 

Q.  Did  your  wagons  obtain  passes  for  that  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  whom  were  they  obtained  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  obtained  them  from  Mr.  McKay 
or  some  person  who  was  directed  to  give  me  a  pass. 

Q.  Was  the  person  who  was  directed  to  give  you  a  pass  a  Government  officer  f — A.  I  could 
not  say  that  he  was.  The  passes  for  any  material  that  I  took  out  of  th»  yard  were  giren 
by  a  boy.  One  which  I  had  read  as  follows:  **  Number  3.  Philadelphia,  Dec.  31.  fi(* 
ceived  of  N.  McKay  one  load  of  iron.** 

Q.  Were  passes  made  like  that  si^i^ned  by  anybody  ? — A.  Yes  ;  they  were  signed  by  some 
officer  in  the  yard.  I  was  to  sign  that  one  and  return  it  when  a  load  passed  out.  He  gave 
me  two  or  three  passes  one  evening,  in  case  that  my  wagons  loaded  after  he  left;  but  I  did 
not  get  any  loaded. 

By  >{r.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  had  to  indorse  this  and  leave  it  at  the  gate  7 — A.  Yes  ;  then  I  got  the  check  when 
the  load  was  delivered  to  show  that  I  had  delivered  it.  I  think  that  was  done  with  every- 
body for  fear  the  cartman  would  sell  his  load  or  give  it  away. 

Q.  Then  when  you  delivered  your  iron  at  the  place  of  destination  you  took  the  receipt  for 
it? — A.  Yes;  the  boiler-iron  went  to  Mr.  MitcheU's  rolling-mill.  The  two  boilers  weighed 
about  one  hundred  and  fourteen  tons,  I  think. 

By  the  Chairman: 
i  i|  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  your  teams  or  wagons  went  out  of  the  yard  without  hav- 

ing a  pass  signed  by  an  official  7 — A.  I  do  not  believe  they  did.     I  do  not  know  of  any  that 
did. 

Q.  If  there  was  anything  else  irregular,  within  your  knowledge  or  observation,  state  to  the 
committee  what  it  was. — A.  There  is  nothing  that  I  can  state  of  my  own  knowledge.   The 
only  time  that  my  teams  had  not  a  pass  they  were  brought  down  there  by  a  foreman  of  Mr. 
McKay,  Reynolds,  and  McClung,  to  bring  these  boilers  or  tanks  to  Queen  street. 

Q.  You  call  Reynolds  the  foreman  of  McKay,  do  you? — A.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  men 
loading  my  wagons.  He  loaded  the  iron  on  my  wagons.  That  was  my  agreement.  Bey- 
nolds  and  McClung  and  Kanev  wer^  there.  One  time  when  they  had  no  pass  the  wagon 
was  stopped  and  they  took  it  down  to  take  out  the  tanks,  and  when  they  came  to  the  gate 
they  failed  to  obtain  a  pass.  The  wagons  were  turned  back  and  the  tanks  taken  off.  Some 
composition  which  I  hauled  for  Mr.  McKay  was  hauled  from  Queen-street  wharf  to  Clyde  s 
line. 

Q.  State  whether  all  the  material  hauled  to  Clyde's  lioe  fion  Queen-street  wharf  was 
weighed  before  you  took  possession  of  it.^A.  Yes;  I  think  there  weie  thirty  thousand 
pounds. 

Q.  Where  was  it  weighed  ?— A.  At  the  warehouse,  by  a  sworn  weigh-master. 
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Philadelphia,  Jpril  10,  1876. 
Jons  Corcoran  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  employed  in  the  navy-yard  in  the  removal  of  the  stores,  material, 
&c.f  belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  League  Island  ? — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  whose  employ  were  you  T — A.  Mr.  McKay's. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  were  you  employed  ? — A.  I  had  charge  of  League  Island  for  about 
four  weeks. 

Q.  Were  you  stationed  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  were  you  stationed  there  ? — A.  Unloading  the  freight.  I  took  gen- 
eral charge  of  the  place  while  there.  I  handled  all  the  heavy  freight  and  machinery,  &c,. 
while  I  was  there. 

Q.  You  had  charge  of  a  number  of  men  t — A.  Yes ;  I  think  when  I  went  there  there  were 
230  men  under  McKay. 

Q.  You  were  not  employed  by  him  at  any  other  place  than  that  ? — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  State  whether  you  saw  anything  wrong  or  improper  in  the  management  or  control  of 
that  property,  or  its  disposal  by  Mr.  McKay. — A.  I  did  not  on  anything  that  went  down  to 
the  uiland.  So  far  as  I  know  everything  was  unloaded  there.  We  handled  stuff  a  little  care- 
lessly, and  were  not  perhaps  as  particular  as  we  ought  to  have  been ;  but  that  is  all  I  know  of. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  goods  in  possession  of  McKay.  I  went  through  the  navy-yard 
before  daylight  every  morning,  and  came  tbroiigh  there  after  dark  at  night.  He  had  a  boat 
to  take  us  up  n  nd  down. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anything  wrong  or  improper  in  the  removal  of  the  stores  at  the  yard  7 — A. 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  of  any  wrong  or  abuse  in  the  removal  of  the 
stores  ? — A.  I  could  not  give  you  any  information  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  have  no  information  except  the  common  rumor  f — A.  1  have  not,  sir.  I  cotild  not 
state  to  you  anything  except  what  I  have  heard. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  Mr.  McKay  f— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  ?-— A.  Because  he  did  not  want  me  any  longer.  While  I  was 
tbere  I  was  engaged  by  the  terminal  agent  at  the  Centennial  building. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  that  would  indicate  to  you  that  McKay  was  not  delivering  the 
property  to  the  yard  in  good  faith  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  anything.  I  did  not  see  any  man  tak- 
iiig  or  stealiog  anything  from  there,  and  know  on  my  oath  that  I  did  not  take  it  myself,  and 
<3id  not  want  it. 

Q.  Did  you  think  that  he  employed  more  men  than  he  had  any  need  for  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
think  he  employed  more  than  I  should  have  employed  myself. 

Q.  When  you  say  that  you  handled  the  goods  rather  roughly,  what  do  you  mean  ? — A. 
XVell,  perhaps  they  were  not  used  quite  as  carefully  as  they  should  have  been. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  shears  that  are  at  the  navy-yaid? — A.  Yes;  there  are  two  shears 
ttere. 

Q.  What  is  the  age  of  them  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that ;.  one  of  them  is  pretty  old  I 
tbink. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.    Have  you  stated  anyMiing  to  Mr.  McClure  or  any  of  the  reporters  of  the  Times,  pievi- 
ons  to  coming  here  within  the  last  few  days,  or  a  week  or  two,  which  you  have  not  stated 
i>€fore  this  committee  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of.     I  told  them  in  my  house  that  I  had  noth- 
ing at  all  to  say  that  would  implicate  any  person,  except  on  rumor  or  hearsay.     I  told  that 
to  tv^o  of  the  Times  reporters  in  my  house. 


Philadelphia,  April  18,  1876. 
John  McLaik  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cuaikman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  ? — Answer.  Yes, 
sir;  I  worked  there  in  1856  and  in  part  of  1857. 

Q.  Have  you  been  connected  with  it  in  any  manner  since  the  year  1871  ? — A.  Not  working 
under  the  Government. 

Q.  Were  you  working  for  any  contractor  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  worked  for  Mr.  Simpson  for 
foar  or  five  weeks  tearing  down  the  pilot-house  and  turret  of  one  of  the  monitors. 

Q.  Were  you  around  the  Government  yard  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  public  prop- 
erty from   that  place  to  League  Island  ? — A.  I  had  occasion  to   go  up  and  down,  but  I 
was  not  employed  in  any   capacity  in  the  yard.     I  saw  the  parties  who  tore  It  dQ^Y!^,  ^:cA 
observed  it  from  the  outside,  and  sometimes  I  traveled  arouna  \X  \i\ftV\ci. 
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Q.  Do  you  koow  anything^  about  the  unlawful  removal  or  unlawful  appropriation  of 
property  beloncnng  to  the  Government  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  do,  except  from  hearsay. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  or  abuses  connected  with  the  management  of  thatTard 
in  any  way  T — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  certainly  know  with  regard  to  that  at  a  later  date.  Incompe- 
tent men  went  to  work ;  men  who  were  not  even  blacksmiths'  helpers  being  put  on  fir^- 
class  pay.    That  was  further  back,  under  the  master  blacksmith. 

Q.  Was  that  prior  to  1871 7 — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  was  even  almost  up  to  the  time vben 
the  yard  closed.  A  man  named  Jacob  Atling,  when  he  came  there,  was  not  even  a  helper. 
Mr.  Stohl  rated  him  on  first-class  pay,  and  kept  him  there  when  apprentices  bad  to  leave 
the  yard.  I  have  known  several  other  helpers  there  who  were  rated  on  second-class  paj;  I 
remember  the  names  of  Connors,  Lapard,  Burnside,  and  Corkla.  Connors  has  been  em* 
ployed  since  as  a  laborer  in  the  yard.  These  people  were  put  on  second-class  pay,  and  the 
t>ooks  of  the  department  will  show  the  fact.  I  also  know  of  a  man  named  Smith,  a  clock- 
maker,  who  was  classified  as  a  blacksmith,  on  second-class  pay, 

Q.  That  reaches  the  point  of  improperlv  rating  men  as  skilled  laborers  who  were  d(^  soch 
in  fact  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  thus  depnving  the  Government  of  the  labor  of  competent  mecbao- 
ics  and  of  those  who  had  served  their  time  a.s  apprentices  in  Government  employ. 

Q.  Do  you  know  under  what  authority  that  was  done  7 — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  saj. 
I  suppose  they  were  rated  by  their  political  friends  who  obtained  the  situations  for  them, 
although  I  do  not  know  that  fact.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  conjecture.  I  have  reason  to  infer 
that  it  was  through  some  political  influence  these  men  obtained  their  places. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  frauds,  errors,  or  abuses  ? — A.  The  only  thing  that  I  should 
consider  an  error  was  that  iu  the  taking  down  of  those  buildings  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
destruction  of  all  that  property.  For  instance,  bricks  which  cost  from  $8  to  $10  per  thou- 
sand were  thrown  down  in  a  very  bad  way,  and  men  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  $1.25  per  day, 
which  I  think  was  highly  detrimental  to  the  Government,  because  a  man's  pay  at  that 
rate  would  be  very  easily  saved  by  having  them  removed  in  a  careful  manner.  Those  bricks 
would  then  be  of  use  at  League  Island  to  be  put  iu  new  buildings.  In  removing  slate, 
also,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  carelessness  exhibited. 

Q.  You  were  not,  as  I  understand  you,  sufficiently  about  the  yard  to  state  upon  whom  the  re- 
«ponsibilitv  of  that  waste  and  destruction  should  rest  t— A.  I  think  Mr.  Rice  was  the  coo- 
tractor  and  Mr.  Nagle  was  the  subcontractor,  but  I  do  not  know  who  to  blame  for  the 
<lamage. 

Q.  Is  Philip  Stohl  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  7 — A.  No,  sir  ;  he  backed  ont  I 
aent  in  a  report  two  days  after  my  son  went  into  the  yard  at  Philadelphia,  November  II, 
1873.  That  report  has  never  been  investigated  and  there  was  no  chance  of  investigatiof 
it     It  was  sent  to  Commodore  Multaney  on  that  date.    It  was  an  official  document. 

Q.  That  report  charged  Mr.  Stohl  with  what  kind  of  conduct  7— A.  With  defrandinfi^  the 
dovemment  by  employing  incompetent  men  and  discharging  those  who  had  served  their 
time  faithfullv,  and  keeping  them  out  of  employment.  ^ 

Q.  When  did  Philip  Stohl  leave  the  service  ? — A.  He  left  after  the  yard  was  sold.  H« 
"went  down  to  League  Island,  but  was  removed  immediately  afterward.  I  think  it  was  io 
the  latter  part  of  December  that  the  yard  was  sold  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Companj, 
«nd  I  think  he  was  removed  about  January.  At  least  he  left ;  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was 
removed  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  men  drew  pay  when  the  yard  had  been  closed  f 
— A.  Mr.  Stohl,  at  the  time  the  apprentices  were  all  discharged,  stopped  there  and  remained 
helping  Stephen  Body,  thequarterman,  I  suppose  under  the  name,of  blacksmith's  helper,  while 
at  the  same  time  acting  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  blacksmith.  I  suppose  you  know  what 
service  he  rendered  to  the  Government  in  that  shop,  as  well  as  I  know  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  error,  fraud,  or  abuse  in  connection  with  the  service?— A- 
Nothing  except  hearsay. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  the  interference  or  control  of  Mr.  Randall  in  the  afijun 
of  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  ? — A.  Mr.  Randall  was  in  the  habit  of  putting  men  into 
the  yard,  and  into  the  post-office  and  other  departments.  And  at  the  time  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  Speakership  a  great  many  men  of  both  parties  did  not  care  to  see  him  there. 
The^r  thought  it  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  Government,  and  they  stood  antagonistic  to 
him  in  that  respect.  That  feeling  was  not  confined  to  any  party,  hence  men  of  both  parties 
did  not  care  to  see  him  elected  Speaker  ot  the  House. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  irregularity  or  improper  conduct  on  his  part  in  connection  with 
the  navy-yard  ?— A.  I  do  not,  except  by  common  report. 

Adjourned. 


Philadelpuia,  April  19,  I&76. 
O.  F.  Kaney  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QaestioQ.  Do  youknoY?  auythlu^;  about  the  unla^-ful  removal  of  property  from  the  la^y- 
yard  at  this  placed — X^us^nn^i.  \  ^q  hoX.. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  about  any  wrong  ffoinof  on  at  the  time  of  the  removal  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  property  that  was  tak'^n  from  the  yard  being  on 
eposit  at  any  place  outside  of  the  Queen-street  warehouse  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  loaded  boats 
»r  Reynolds  at  the  south  wharf,  and  had  orders  to  send  them  to  Queen-street  wharf. 

Q.  In  the  removal  of  property  did  you  observe  any  new  iron  taken  away? — A.  I  saw  new 
nd  old  iron. 

Q.  New  iron  of  what  character  ? — A.  I  have  seen  heavy  round  iron — bariron  ten  or 
velve  feet  long  and  six  inches,  eight  inches,  and  ten  inches  in  diameter  ;  it  was  all  sent  to 
le  and  I  loaded  it. 

Q  Were  you  in  command  of  one  of  the  lighters  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  Mr.  Reynolds  hired  me  to 
>ad  stuff  and  take  charge  of  gangs  of  men  on  the  south  wharf. 

Q.  Did  you  work  night  and  day  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  night  and  day.  We  worked  some  few 
ights. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mistake  likely  to  have  occurred  between  the  Government  property  and 
lat  which  was  the  property  of  individuals? — A.  No,  sir;  we  never  moved  any  of  that 
eavy  iron  at  night. 

Q.  What  was  it  that  you  moved  at  night  ? — A.  Old  scrap-iron. 

Q.  Did  you  move  none  of  this  new  iron  of  which  you  speak  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  new  iron  came  from,  I  mean  from  what  building,  or  from 
hat  branch  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  came  from  construction  or  from  other  departments? — A. 
b.  sir  ;  my  only  duty  was  to  look  after  the  men. 

Q    You  say  that  you  know  of  no  impropriety,  irregularity,   or  wrong  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Y'ou  loaded  no  iron  that  went  to  League  Island  ? — A,    No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  there  any  boats  that  went  to  Queen  street  loaded  at  the  north  wharf? — A.  Yes, 
r  ;  we  loaded  the  boats  at  the  north  wharf. 

Q.  In  loading  these  boats  for  Queen  street  did  you  not  put  on  board  some  new  iron — 
•und  iron,  flat  iron,  and  bar-iron  of  various  sizes   — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  jus;  stated  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  where  it  came  from  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  put  it  on  board  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  any  of  that  was  intended  for  the  boats  loaded  for  League  Island  ? — 
.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  there  not  some  iron  delivered  to  you  and  put  on  the  Queen-street  wharf  just  like 
lat  which  was  sent  to  League  Island  by  the  other  boats  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  iron  that  went  to  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  none  of  it.  I  do  not 
now  that  they  were  sending  any  to  League  Is'and. 

Q.  Were  not  the  boats  loading  for  League  Island  ?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

C|l  Were  they  not  loading  with  iron  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  loaded  boats  at  the  south  wharf  for  League  Island,  did  they  not  ? — A.  Yes,^8ir  ; 
Q  the  outer  edge  of  the  south  wharf. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  put  on  board  of  them  ? — A.  They  put  some  machinery  on 
Dard. 

Q.  Do  yon  say  that  you  did  not  know  that  any  bar-iron  was  sent  to  League  Island  ? — A. 
es,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  to  be  sent  there. 

Q.  You  had  the  impression  that  all  the  bar-iron  in  the  whole  concern  was  to  go  to  Queen- 
;reet  wharf? — A.  Yes,  sir;  those  were  the  orders  I  had — to  load  the  boats. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  think  all  the  bar-iron  in  the  yard  was  carried  to  Queen-street 
harf  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  any  was  sent  to  League  Island  ?— A.  I  could  not  say  tba',  for  I  do 
ot  know. 

Q.  You  paid  no  attention  to  any  business  except  your  own  ? — A.  Nothing  but  my  own 
osiness. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  Government  officer  about  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  the  time. 

Q.  What  Government  officers  were  looking  after  your  material! — A.  The  officers  attached 
3  the  yard. 

Q.  Name  them.— -A.  Captain  Mitchell,  and  a  stout  man  named  Hartt.  The  captain  of  the 
ard  came  once  to  me  when  we  had  a  pair  of  screws  aboard  the  boat.  We  had  also  bad  two 
nchor-stocks  belonging  to  the  Constitution  which  were  brand-new. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  those  things  ? — A.  He  said  that  they  did  not  go  into  that  lighter, 
nd  we  took  them  out  and  put  them  on  the  wharf,  and  he  sent  a  gang  of  men  and  took  them 
way. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  during  all  the  time  that  you  were  loading  iron  that  your 
argoes  were  overlooked  by  the  Government  men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  know  that  lots  of  men 
ame  down  there  day  and  night,  and  for  that  matter,  about  every  hour  or  every  two  hours 
here  were  some  Navy  officers  there,  or  watchmen  in  the  yard  were  there.  They  would  stroll 
round,  look  into  the  boats,  and  go  away  again. 

Q.  So  that  you  think  no  ir6n  went  aboard  your  boat  which  the  Government  officers  had  not 
n  opportunity  to  know  about  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  paTl\c\©  oi  \io\i  vj^xiV  o\i\iQ^\^  ^^  ^^1  ^^ 
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the  boats  that  I  loaded  which  the  Government  officers  had  not  ample  opportunity  to  see; 
the  hatches  were  all  off.  Mr.  Reynolds  employed  me.  The  Government  officers  could  see 
what  iron  was  in  the  boats  and  what  was  on  the  wharf.  Those  screws,  I  believe,  were  sent 
down  by  mistake ;  they  were  sent  to  me  and  I  loaded  them.  They  laid  on  the  wharf  for  two 
clays  after  I  took  them  out. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Are  you  accustomed  to  the  different  sizes  and  kinds  of  iron  which  they  keep  in  iroD^ 
stores  here  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  such  iron  as  you  have  seen  in  stores  here  brought  down  to  joar 
wharf  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  in  amount,  should  you  think  ;  was  it  a  quarter  or  half  of  it,  or  wbatqu&n- 
tity  1 — A.  I  think  I  loaded  one  time  about  ten  or  twenty  tons  of  heavy  bar-iron,  like  ii]t- 
iron — six-inch  iron. 

Q.  Did  you  not  load  bar-iron  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  an  inch  and  a  half  to  three 
inches  wide  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  square  iron,  two  and  a  half  or  four  inches  square. 

Q.  Did  you  not  load  some  half  an  inch  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  such  m  pa 
usually  see  in  iron-stores  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  lots. 

Q.  Any  round  iron  one  and  a  half  inches  up  to  four  or  five  inches  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  accustomed  to  the  kind  of  iron  used  in  constructing  ships  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  a  large  quantity  of  this  iron  such  as  is  used  in  constructing  ships  ?— A.  Yei, 
sir ;  it  had  to  be  cut. 

Q.  But  it  was  such  iron  as  would  be  used  in  constructing  ships  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  loaded 
«  lot  of  tubes. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  those  tubes  good  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  fit  to  go  into  boilers ;  they  were 
wrought-iron  tubes. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? — A.  I  loaded  Wednesday,  December  22,  100  tubes; 
length  7  feet,  size  3i,  weighing  3,287  pounds. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  weight  f — A.  We  got  it  from  the  weigh-master.  I  took  the  name 
of  the  man  who  drove  the  team.  The  ticket  would  come  in  to  me,  and  also  the  weight;  an- 
other man  was  sent,  and  I  was  directed  not  to  take  the  weight,  and  then  all  I  did  was  to  send 
the  tickets ;  I  sent  them  from  the  engineer's  department. 

Q.  Was  the  scale  in  the  yard  at  that  time  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  weight  1 — A.  I  went  outside.  They  were  hauled  outside  and 
weighed.    * 

Q.  And  then  brought  back  and  put  into  the  boat  ? — A.  No,  sir.     They  were  los'led  on 
trucks  and  taken  to  the  Queen-street  wharf. 
3  Q.  Was  that  all  the  tubes  you  took! — A.  No,  sir.     That  was  only  one  load.    I  h$ift  & 

memorandum  here :  Tubes  8  feet  long ;  size,  2  inches ;  number,  70.  The  next  lot  was  3 
feet  in  length,  7f  inches,  95  in  number.  Next  lot,  2  feet  6  inches  long,  being  short  tubes  be- 
longing to  Martin  boilers ;  3|-  size ;  number.  41.  Another  lot  was  1 1  feet  long,  3|,  43 ;  also, 
lot  of  tubes  8  feet  long,  3  inch,  45;  also,  tubes  7|  feet  long,  2^  inch,  23  in  number;  tubes 
6  feet  long,  3  inch,  19  in  number;  tubes  7  feet  6  inches,  size,  2  inch,  28  in  number;  al$o, 
20  assorted  tubes.  In  another  lot  there  were  new  tubes  16  feet  long,  3^  inch,  16  in  number; 
also,  14  feet  3  inches  long,  2f,  12  in  number;  also,  tubes  14  feet  long,  2|,  5  in  number;  also, 
lot  J  3  feet  long,  3^  inch,  30  in  number ;  also,  lot  12  feet  long,  3  inches  in  size,  43  in  number: 
also,  lot  7  feet  long,  3i  inches  in  size,  49  in  number;  also,  lot  8  feet  long,  3  inches  in  size, 
28  in  number;  also,  lot  11  feet  long,  3|-  in  size,  43  in  number:  also,  lot  G  feet  long,  3 inch 
in  size,  70  in  number ;  also,  103  assorted  tubes ;  also,  lot  7^  feet  long,  2^  inch,  125  in  number; 
also,  lot  of  new  tubes  7^  feet  long,  2|  inch,  65  in  number. 

Q.  Had  the  others  been  used  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir;  but  they  were  partly  nisted. 

Q.  Did  the  rust  hurt  them  ? — A.  No,  sir.     They  could  be  used  just  as  well  again. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 
\  Q.  As  I  understand  you,  they  never  had  been  used  ? — A.  No,  feir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Why  do  you  statie  that  those  last  ones  were  new  ? — A.  Because  they  were  bright.  Any 
one  who  understood  anything  about  tubes  could  tell  that  they  were  newer  than  tbeothei^ 
The  others  you  would  have  to  scale — to  scrape  the  rust  off  them — before  they  could  be  used. 

Q.  Was  there  much  rust  on  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  on  some.    There  was  nothing,  howerer, 
that  could  not  be  scraped  off.    They  could  be  used. 
]  Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  making  boilers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.     I  am  an  engineer. 

Q.  Would  you  put  such  tubes  in  boilers  ? — A.|Yes,  sir.    There  was  also  (>5  tubes  "i  feetm 
^.  length,  size,  2^  inch  ;  also,  71   tubes  2^  inch,  7^  feet  long ;  also,  30  tubes  9  feet  Ion?,  8i2^ 

2i  inch  ;  also,  42  tubes  9  feet  in  length,  size,  2|  inch  ;  also.  31  tubes  9  feet  in  length, '4 
inch. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Why  did  you  take  such  an  accurate  account  of  those  tubes  ? — A.  I  was  authorized  to 
do  8o  by  the  man  who  employed  me. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ? — A.  Mr.  Reynolds. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  they  were  hauled  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  hauled  to  the  Queen- 
street  wharf,  and  delivered  at  the  warehouse  there. 

Q.  Were  you  authorized  to  take  an  account  of  any  other  iron  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ^ive  that  memorandum  to  Mr.  Reynolds  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  those  tubes  afterward  1 — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  in  relation  to  any  other  iron  that  came  from  the  n^vy-yard  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  those  tubes  all  hauled  on  the  22d  December  last?— A.  No,  sir.  They  were 
hauled  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  the  month. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  the  value  of  those  tubes  per  foot  ? — A.  I  do  not.  I  never  bought 
any. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  their  market-value  is  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  a  good  many  of  these  tubes  are  not  too  short  to  go  in  boilers  that 
are  now  in  use. — A.  No,  sir.  They  could  be  used  now.  In  pretty  much  all  boilers  used 
now  they  use  the  3-inch  tubes  8  and  9  feet  in  length. 


Philadelphia,  April  20,  1876. 
John  M.  Ccutis  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  position. — Answer.  I  am  store-clerk  of  the  steam-engineering 
bureau. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  that  position  during  the  period  of  time  covered  by  the  removal  of  prop- 
erty from  the  old  navy-yard  to*  League  Island  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ha^  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerin(;  made  any  sale  of  iron,  or  material  of  any  de- 
scription belonging  to  the  bureau,  to  McKay,  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  or  Mr.  Reynolds, 
prioV  to  that  removal  or  during  the  time  ? — A.  Not  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  or  to  Rey-^ 
nolds,  or  to  McKay  prior  to  that  time.   McKay  was  sold   the  goods  at  the  auction,  but  not 
before  that. 

Q.  In  the  removal  of  property  bought  by  him  at  auction,  state  to  the  committee  whether 
he  got  more  or  less  than  the  quantity  sold  to  him  by  the  catalogue. — A.  In  some  cases  he 
got  more.  The  understanding  at  the  auction  was,  for  instance,  that  twenty  tons  were  adver- 
tised, and  that  it  was  more  or  less,  and  it  was  so  stated  by  the  auctioneer  at  the  time.  Where 
there  were  fifly  tons  of  cast  iron,  it  was  stated  to  be  fifty  tons,  more  or  less  ;  it  was  a  mere 
guess  on  our  part  as  to  how  much  there  was  in  those  piles. 

Q.  Did  you  weigh  it  afterward  ?— A.  Yes.  sir;  it  was  all  weighed.  I  have  transcribed 
all  the  weights  at  the  office,  and  will  furnish  them  to  the  committee  if  desired,  and  can  ex- 
plain any  and  every  sale. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  sell  any  boiler-tubes  ? — A.   We  sold  iron  tubes  for  boilers. 

Q.  Had  they  ever  been  used? — A.  A  good  many  of  them  had;  what  proportion  of  them 
wds  old,  and  what  new,  I  could  not  state.  Some  of  them  had  been  painted.  They  all  went 
together.   The  boiler-tubes  were  sold  by  the  pound. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  During  the  time  of  the  removal,  or  any  other  time,  do  you  know  of  any  unlawful  or 
improper  removal  of  property  which  belonged  to  the  United  States  Government,  or  any  un- 
lawful or  improper  appropriation  of  the  property  of  the  Government  by  anybody  ^— A.  I 
know  that  there  were  two  large  copper  pipes  stolen ;  that  is,  they  were  stolen,  according  to 
my  impression.  I  do  not  know  now  they  got  out  of  the  yard  ;  I  know  they  were  in  the 
yard,  and  I  know  they  disappeared. 

Q.  Who  got  them,  or  when,  and  where,  and  how  they  disappeared,  you  do  not  know? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  B  urleigh  : 

Q.  What  was  their  weight  ? — A.  I  think  they  weighed  four  hundred  and  eighty  or  five 
hundred  pounds.    I  know  I  had  weighed  them  before  that. 

Q.  Did  they  lie  near  the  gate  or  near  the  water? — A.  They  laid  about  halfway  bstween 
the  street  and  the  river,  by  tne  machinery-shed  in  the  new  purchase. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  matter  of  a  similar  nature  durindf  the  sale  ? — A.  There  was 
a  reversing  gear  that  disappeared  in  the  night.  Chief  Dungan  told  me  that  he  had  his  eye 
on  it  lying  there  in  the  shed,  and  in  the  morning  it  was  gone  ;  that  was  a  worm  hrsss  screw 
that  weigned  about  sixty  pounds.    There  were  thfee  valves  stolen  from  under  the  Chattaiioo< 

§a*s  crank-shaft  which  had  been  hidden  by  the  shaft  until  the  side  of  the  building  was  torn 
own.  As  far  as  my  memory  goes,  they  were  stolen  in  the  day-time.  I  think  that  was  pilferin;. 
I  know  the  boys  got  in  the  side,  breaKing  out  boards,  &c.,  and  they  had  to  be  chased  away. 
I  do  not  consider,  however,  that  anybody  conld  have  removed  those  large  pipes  without  a 
vehicle. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  connected  with  the  naval  service  receiving  any  prescDt  or 
anything  of  the  kind  or  description  from  parties  who  were  dealing  with  the  Govemmeot  !- 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  in  the  employ  of  the  Oovemment  receiving  pay  for  extra 
work  or  time  when  in  the  service  of  any  contractor,  with  the  Government  ? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  frauds  than  those  you  have  mentioned  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  store-clerk  of  the  construction  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  bis  Dame 
is  Harris. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  man  named  Boyer  there  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  the  chief  storc-clerk  ? — A.  He  was  the  store-clerk  at  the  time  the  yard  was  r^ 
moved,  , 

John  M.  Curtis  recalled. 

The  witness  produced  to  the  committee  weight  of  material  sold  fro  n  the  bureau  of  steam- 
engineering,  and  was  examined  thereupon  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  The  estimated  weight  of  the  tubes  at  the  time  of  sale  was  3r>,I0o  poands. 

The  actual  weight  as  shown  by  subsequent  weighing  was  39,437  pounds.    They  were  sold 

for2f  cents  per  pound,  at  auction,  amounting  to  $1,084.51,  of  which  sum  Mr.  McKay  paid 

$965.40,  being  the  price  at  the  estimated  weight,'4and  a  balance  was  due  of  $119.1 1,  which 

he  refused  to  pay  ?— Answer.  That  is  the  state  of  the  case. 

Theodore  Julius  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  firm  of  Morris,  Tasker  &  Co.  T— Answer.  I 
am  the  prinoipal  salesmen  of  that  firm.  They  are  large  dealers  in  boiler-tubes.  Our  price 
list  is  as  follows  : 


N*' 


[Trade-mark.] 

Philadelphia. 

In  order  to  guard  against  misrepresentations,  and  to  insure  that  purchasers  of  boiler-tabes 
obtain  the  standard  article,  we  stamp  each  tube  of  our  manufacture  with  registered  trade- 
mark, as  shown  above. 

MORRIS,  TASKER  &  CO.,  (Limited.) 

{Pascal  Iron  IVorks,  Philadelphia:  Delaware  Iron  Co,,  Xete  Castle,  Del.) 

Price  for  extra  wire-gavge  or  boiler  tubes^  atcayfrom  standard. 

One  and  one- half  cents  per  inch  for  each  additional  number,  thus : 


I 


For  one  number. 


2    inch 3    cents. 

2i    *•    3^      •' 

2i    •*    3i      »' 


For  two  numbers. 


2    inch .6    cents. 

2i    **    6f     *• 

2i    "    7i     *• 


For  three  numbers. 


2    inch 9  cents. 

2i  '* m  *' 

2i    '*    lU    " 


Beyond  three  numbers  price  is  per  pound*;  swaging  or  swelling  2''  or  2^",  five  cents  per 
end  extra. 
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Net  prices  for  safe  ends. 


Size. 

1 

• 

c. 

.15 

11 

c. 
.15 

H 

c. 
.15 

c. 
.17 

2 

c. 
.17 

2i 

c. 
.19 

2i 

2* 

3 

c. 

.27 

c. 
.30 

3i     3f 

c.      c. 
.33    .36 

4 

c. 
J.39 

^ 

o 

6 

Each  end  . . . 

c. 
.21 

c. 
.24 

c. 
.43 

c. 
.50 

c. 
.61 

July  I,  1875. 


■Manufacturer's  revised  price-list^  to  take  the  place  of  all  previous  lists,  subject 
to  change  without  notice.     Terms  cash  within  thirty  days. 


LAP-WELDED  BOILER-TUBES. 


Outside  di- 

Thickness 

Price    per 

Weight  per 
foot. 

ameter. 

wire-gauge. 

foot. 

Inches, 

1 

Pounds, 

1 

.15 

SO  23 

0.708 

H 

.15 

2f: 

0.9 

H 

.14 

23 

1.250 

U 

.13 

23 

1.6b5 

2 

.13 

23 

1.981 

2i 

.13 

25 

2.238 

2i 

.12 

29 

2.755 

Ui 

.12 

33 

3.045 

3 

.12 

35 

3.333 

3i 

.11 

40 

3.958 

3^ 

.11 

46 

4.272 

af 

.11 

53 

4;590 

4 

.10 

58 

5.320 

H 

.10 

67 

6.010 

5 

.9 

85 

7.226 

6 

.8 

120 

9.346 

7 

.8 

1  60 

12.4:i5 

8 

.8 

225 

15.109 

8 
10 

.7 
.6 

18.002 

22.19 

Maximum  length  16  feet.     Length  in  excess  of  maximum  at  special  rates. 

MORRIS,  TASKER  &  CO.,  (Limited.) 

Office :  209  South  Third  street,  Philadelphia. 
Office  and  warehouse:  15  Gold  street,  New  York. 
Office  and  warehouse :  36  Oliver  street,  Boston. 

.  1 0%  cash  discount. 

The  Witness.  I  will  say  that  the  price  is  not  changed  since  July  last. 

Q.  Do  you  not  have  a  monopoly  of  the  market  in  that  kind  of  goods  ? — A.  No,^ir  ;  there 
are  six  makers  of  those  goods.  There  is  only  one  other  firm  in  Philadelphia,  which  is  the 
firm  of  W.  C.  Allison  &  Sons.     The  next  largest  to  ours  are  the  National  Tuhes  Works. 

Q.  Do  they  sell  any  less  than  you  do  7 — A.  No,  sir  ,*  the  other  manufacturers  are  Seyfert, 
McManus  &  Co.,  Evans,  Dalzell  &,  Co.,  and  Spang,  Shallfaut  &  Co..  of  Pittsburgh. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  concern  in  Boston  ? — A.  The  National  Tubes  Works  Company  used 
to  be  in  Boston,  but  they  have  torn  down  their  works  there  and  gone  to  McKeysport,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  iron  boiler-tubes  made  of  the  best  kind  of  iron  ?— A.  Ours  are  made  of  the  best 
charcoal  iron. 

Q.  What  would  the  iron  in  the  tubes  be  worth  without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  tubes 
themselves,  say  any  day  of  December  last  ?— A.  I  suppose  the  iron  to  make  them  of  would 
be  worth  four  cents  a  pound. 
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Q.  What  would  good  tubes  bo  woitli  for  old  iron? — A.  If  tbey  were  good  tubes  they  would 
be  worth  tube-money ;  that  is,  the  price  of  tubes. 

Q.  But  I  mean  to  make  over  ? — A.  They  would  not  require  any  working  over.  If  they 
were  to  be  used  as  old  iron  they  would  be  worth  scrap-price;  that  is,  a  cent  a  ponnd. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  tubes  7  feet  long  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  7  feet  is  a  very  good  length,  especially 
for  three-inch. 

Q.  And  from  7  feet  up  to  12  feet  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  any  market  for  3-foot  tubes  1 — A.  It  is  a  rare  thing,  but  they  do  use  them  for 
some  kinds  of  boilers.    They  would  not,  however,  be  swift  to  sell. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Would  you  furnish  them  at  these  rates  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  would  furnish  them  ai 
inches  long  if  they  were  wanted. 


Philadelphia,  April  19, 1876. 
W.  F.  Steele  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr. Harris: 

Question.  What  is  your  business? — Answer.  Sliip-plumber. 

Q.  Have  you  any  partner  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  business? — A.  I  have  had  a  place  here  about tvo 
years  or  a  little  over,  probably ;  but  1  was  taking  contracts  before  that  time  for  about  a  year, 
or  a  year  and  a  half. 

Q.  Are  you  a  plumber  by  trade  ? — A.  I  served  my  time ;  not  exactly  my  time,  hut  I 
worked  in  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard  in  the  plumber's  shop,  and  picked  up  what  I  knowaboat 
plumbing  in  that  shop. 

Q.  Is  your  father  an  officer  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  He  is. 

Q.  What  position  does  he  hold  ? — A.  Constructor. 

Q.  Did  you  work  under  him  at  the  navy-yard  f — A.  At  the  time  I  was  in  the  navy-yard, 
he  was  master  carpenter,  and,  of  course,  had  nothing  to  do  with  me. 

Q.  After  leaving  the  navy-yard  you  opened  a  plumber-shop  here  ? — A.  After  leaving  tbe 
navy -yard,  I  come  here  to  work  for  Mr.  Sandgrau. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Sandgran  ?— A.  A  ship-plumber. 

Q.  Did  you  work  forTiim  as  a  plumber? — A.  Yes,  sir;  after  that  I  went  to  Chester  for 
him,  and  had  charc^e  of  a  shop  there,  fitting  up  a  monitor.  After  that  I  did  the  labor  on  the 
next  monitor  for  Mr.  Roach,  and  he  fumisned  the  material. 

Q.  Did  you  contract  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  a  job  here  to  do  the  work  on  the  Quinnebang  ! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  became  a  plumber  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  do  any  plumbing  except  ship-plumbing  ? — A,  Yes,  sir ;  everything— house- 
plumbing,  steam-fittmg,  &c. 

Q.  In  that  contract  n)r  the  plumbing  on  the  Quinnebaug  who  furnished  the  material  ^—A. 
I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  all  the  material  that  went  into  the  Quinnebaug  ? — ^A.  Not  all  of  it 

Q.  What  did  you  furnish  by  the  terms  of  your  contract  ? — A.  There  was  some  material 
made  up  in  the  yard  at  the  time  my  contract  was  dated,  and  I  was  to  have  all  the  mat^ 
that  was  made  up  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  What  had  been  made  up  ? — A.  There  were  scuppers,  sea-cock  linings,  and  several  little 
things  like  that.  It  did  not  amount  to  a  great  deal.  Hawse-pipes  were  made  up,  and,  through 
a  mistake  in  the  yard,  in  some  way,  (and  whose  mistake  I  do  not  know,)  the  pipes  were  too 
small. 

Q.  Were  these  made  up  at  the  time  you  had  your  contract  ? — A.  The  labor  was  all  ready 
for  them  to  go  in  on  and  ready  to  burn  together. 

Q.  They  were  in  the  plumber's  shop  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  was  to  have  them  according 
to  the  contract. 

Q.  Where  is  the  clause  in  that  contract  whicli  provides  that  you  shall  have  the  prepared 
material  ? — A.  It  is  not  in  the  contract.  It  is  in  a  letter  which  I  have  in  my  possession, and 
which  I  now  hand  to  you. 

Q.  In  that  letter,  which  I  observe  is  from  Mr.  Hanscom  to  you,  and  is  dated  January  30, 
1875,  concerning  your  offer  to  do  the  plumbing-work  on  the  Quinnebaug  for  the  sum  of 
^14,000,  after  offering  you  $12,000  to  do  the  work,  he  says  :  "The  old  material  the  Govtfn- 
ment  will  furnish  to  you  to  be  reworked,  which  has  accumulated  from  the  breakini:  np  of 


the  naval  constructor  at  Philadelphia,  superintending  the  work,  that  the  work  is 
torily  completed  aecoiiWna;  lo  aY^t\€ksyaA.\Qw%  vUlch  will  be  furnished."    Do  you  c 


claim  that 
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hat  clause  of  the  letter,  makinpr  a  proposition  to  pay  you  $12,000,  authorized  you  to  take 
he  incomplete  new  material  on  hana  designed  for  that  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  that  was  the 
mderstauding  when  I  took  the  vessel. 

Q.  Is  that  understanding  contained  in  any  written  instrument  except  that  letter  ? — A. 
Whether  it  is  in  my  offer  to  the  Government  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  because  I  have  not  seen 
t  since  that  time,  but  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  Was  not  your  contract  to  find  all  material  and  do  all  the  labor  on  the  Quinnebaug  f — 
L  With  the  exception  of  this  material-,  as  I  understand  it. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  you  were  to  take  all  the  old  material  from  all  those  old  ves- 
els  for  nothing  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  it  not  to  bo  charged  by  you  at  its  fair  market-price  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  that  new  material  which  you  volunteered  to  put  into  the  vessel  to  be  charged 
0  you  at  the  fair  market-price  1 — A.  I  bought  that  myself. 

Q.  Y'ou  do  not  understand  me.  You  say  that  there  were  certain  things  in  the  plumbing 
lepartment  partly  done  which  were  new,  and  which  you  took  and  finished  and  put  on 
•oard  the  Quinnebaugf — A.  The  way  I  understand  it,  I  took  material  that  was  laid 
at  for  this  ship  which  was  in  the  plumber's  shop  at  the  time,  and  which  I  was  entitled  to, 
T  else  I  never  would  have  accepted  a  bid  for  ;$  12,000. 

Q,  You  understood  that  you  were  entitled  to  it,  and  you  took  it,  did  you  not  ? — A,  No. 
ir;  I  did  not  take  anything  new,  that  I  know  of,  except  the  hawse-pipe.  The  joints  were 
oiled  out,  and  we  burned  them  and  put  them  in. 

Q.  And  for  that  you  paid  nothing  to  the  Government? — A.  I  consider  that  I  paid  $4,000. 

Q.  Answer  my  question  directly. — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  will  or  not.  If  it  is  going 
o  put  me  in  any  trouble,  I  won't. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  paid  for  that  material  to  the  Goverament. — A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  ?— Aw  By  allowing  them  $-4,000. 

Q.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question.  You  agreed  to  do  the  work  for  §12,000.  That 
%as  your  contract,  was  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  you  were  not  to  pay  or  allow  a  fair  market-price  for  all  material  furnished 
^ou  by  the  Government. — A.  I  tell  you  that  I  did  allow  them  $2,000. 

Q.  That  is  an  evasion  of  my  question,  and  is  not  an  answer.  Your  contract  was  $12,000  ? — 
^.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  that  contract  you  were  to  be  allowed  certain  old  material  to  work  over  at  fair 
narket-prices  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  material  which  you  was  to  receive  from  the  Government  you  were  to  allow  a  fair 
narket-price  for  7 — A.  1  did.     That  is  the  way  I  understand  it. 

Q.  But  you  claim  now  that  you  were  entitled  to  take  certain  lead  which  had  been  cut 
nto  form  in  the  plumber's  shop,  and  finish  it  and  put  it  on  board  of  the  Quinne- 
saug,  making  no  allowance  for  it.  I  will  not  permit  you  now  to  go  back  and  say  that  you 
itruck  off  $2,000.— A.  I  do  not  mean  that.  I  mean  another  $2,000  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
nent.     I  received  one  payment  for  one-half  of  the  work. 

Q  Have  you  paid  anything  for  the  lead  which  you  took  in  the  plumber's  shop?— A. 
^2,U00. 

Q.  Specify  exactly  how  you  paid  that.— A.  I  will.  I  went  to  the  yard  to  get  a  payment 
'or  half  of  the  work,  which  would  be  $<>,000.    Instead  of  getting  this  .$G,000,  1  got  $3,900. 

Q.  Who  asked  you  anything  about  that  ? — A.  You  did. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  how  much  you  have  been  puid  on  your  contract.  I  ask  you  how 
nuch  you  paid  for  that  lead. — A.  I  said  $2,000. 

Q.  How  much  did  it  weigh  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  many  pounds  were  there  in  it  ? — A.  1  do  not  know  and  have  not  any  idea^ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  weigh  it  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  of  determining  how  much  you  are  to  be  charged  with  ? — A.  No, 
iir  ;  the  lead  was  bunched. 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  of  determining  how  much  *the  fair  market-value  of  that  lead 
wras  which  went  into  those  hawse-pipes  1 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  1  have. 

Q.  How  ? — A.  By  taking  my  weights  from  the  next  pipes  that  I  put  in. 

Q.  Have  you  credited  the  Government  anywhere  on  your  books  with  the  weight  of  that 
lead  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Is  there  any  account  of  it  anywhere  in  ihe  world  that  you  know  of  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  at  that  time  that  that  lead  was  to  be  charged  to  you  ?— A.  I  expected 
%t  that  time  when  I  made  the  allowance  for  the  material  I  took,  that  this  would  be  charged 
in  with  that  and  would  be  paid  for  by  that. 

Q.  That  is,  you  expected  the  new  material  would  bo  charged  to  you  as  old  ? — A.  I  did  not 
say  that  at  all. 

Q.  When  you  first  answered  my  question  you  stated  that  you  understood  the  Government 
was  to  furnish  you  that  without  charge — that  you  expected  to  have  the  benefit  of  that  work. 
-A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  has  changed  your  view  so  suddenly  ?— A.  Nothing  :  it  is  just  as  it  was  before. 

Q.  You  still  claim  that  you  were  entitled  to  that  property  w'tlioul  c\\\it^^^--^.»  \s^\. >^\^\s.- 
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out  charge,  because  I  allowed  them  $2,000  fur  it.     It  would  not  be  without  charge  when 
I  paid  them  for  it. 

Q.  What  material  do  you  suppose  I  am  talking^  about  now  ? — A.  I  suppose  yon  are  talk- 
ing: about  material  that  was  taken  from  the  yard. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  material  that  entered  into  those  hawse-pipes.  Confine  yoar  at- 
tention to  that.  Have  you  allowed  for  the  lead  which  went  into  hawse-pipes  which  yon 
found  in  the  plumber*8  department?  You  have  said  that  you  found  certain  pipes  cat  ooi 
ready  to  be  soldered  and  put  on  board  ;  and  that  you  took  them  and  put  them  on  board. 
Now  state  how  much  the  weight  of  them  was  and  where  the  Government  is  credited  for  it. 
— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  where  the  weight  is. 

Q.  Is  there  no  record  of  the  weight  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  is  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  did  not  intend  to  keep  an  account  of  it,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  expect  to  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  because  I  concluded  that  it  belonged  to  me. 

Q.  You  took  those  and  put  them  on  board,  did  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
•  Q.  You  have  said  they  were  made  a  little  too  small  for  the  vessels? — A.  Yes, air;  they 

were  too  small,  and  we  put  the  lead  in  and  had  to  cut  it  out  again. 

Q.  You  took  it  away,  and  then  had  to  make  new  ones  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  new  ones  you  made  out  of  stock  which  you  furnished  and  carrifd  to  the 
yard?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  What  i'ld.  you  do  with  the  first  ones  which  you  put  in?— A.  I  think  they  went  in 
scrap-lead  as  all  such  things  would  do. 

Q.  Did  not  you  take  them  as  yours  ? — A.  Certainly  I  did. 

Q.  And  without  giving  the  Government  credit  for  them  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  You  considered  them  to  be  yours  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Although  the  Government  had  furnished  them  to  you  and  had  not  charged  them  to 
you,  you  took  them  out  and  called  them  yours.  Is  that  so  ? — A.  That  is  only  a  few  dollars 
anyhow.     It  is  a  poor  Government  that  cannot  afford  a  few  dollars. 

Q.  It  is  a  fact,  is  it,  that  yon  took  that  lead  out  as  yours?— A.  Yes,  sir:  with  the  rest  of 
the  scrap-lead  that  was  in  there. 

Q.  And  you  took  it  out  as  yours  without  weight? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By^Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  not  the  Government  furnish  the  lead  to  make  the  new  scupper-pipes  when  theie 
were  taken  out  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  bought  that  outside. 

Q.  Were  thev  not  made  up  in  the  Government  shops  in  the  yard  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  yo^ 
positively  whether  thoy  were  or  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  charged  it  to  you  or  not,  but  are  you  sure  that  you  dw 
not  have  the  material  of  the  Government  Irom  which  to  make  them  up  7 — A.  I  am  anre  oi 
that 

I  By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  We  have  information  that  this  was  the  fact,  that  you  took  two  lengths  and  carried  ^^ 
material  there  and  the  work  was  done  in  the  shop. — A.  I  took  a  good  many  things  there 
did  the  work  in  the  shop. 

Q.  Did  you  do  the  work  for  these  hawse-pipes  there  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  did  ?— A.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  did. 

Q.  But  you  are  satisfied  that  you  furnished  the  lead  for  these  second  ones  t — A.  Yes, 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q^  In  the  first  place  there  were  two  made,  were  there  ? — A.  There  were  four  made. 
By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  The  original  four  were  made  and  on  hand,  nearly  finished,  and  you  put  them  on  boai^ 
and  afterward  took  them  out  and  cIlLlled  them  yours  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  then  furnished  the  material  tor  new  ones,  and  either  made  them  in  the  CrOTemmen^ 
shop,  or  in  your  own  shop,  and  you  are  not  certain  which  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Navy  employes  do  any  work  upon  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  did  the  Navy  furnish  you  which  went  into  the  plumbing  job  on  the  Qain- 
nebaug  7  I  am  not  asking  about  old  material. — A.  As  I  have  told  you  before,  scupper-lin- 
ings, seacock-linings,  &c. 

Q.  Were  they  made  up  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  took  them  and  used  them  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  allow  the  Government  anywhere  for  their  weight  or  value  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I 
did  not  allow  them  for  their  weight  because  I  never  weighed  them ;  I  took  them  as  they 
were  ready  there  and  used  them. 

Q.  Nor  did  you  allow  for  their  value  ?— A.  Only  as  I  say  in  the  t2  000  that  I  allowed. 

Q.  Whatever  you  did  take  from  the  Government  shops  as  material  partially  prepared  for 
the  Quinnebaug  and  put  on  to  her  and  used  you  made  no  specitic  allowance  for,  did  you?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  kept  no  accoviivl  o?  \C*- — k.  '^q^  wj. 
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Q.  You  claimed  that  you  were  entitled  to  it  without  pay  1 — A.  I  did. 
Q.  Yon  understood  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  putting  in  copper  pipes  for  pumps  ?— A.  I  do. 
Q.  Where  did  you  ^t  that  material  f — A.  That  came  from  the  yard. 
Q.  State  where  you  got  it. — A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  the  spot.    It  was  old  material, 
eh  as  I  claimed  was  to  be  allowed  to  me.    It  was  old  material  that  I  bought  there. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  having  two  large  five-inch  pipes  which  you  used  for  pump-pipes  1 — 
I  do  not  know  exactly  what  size  they  were.    They  were  whatever  was  mentioned  in  the 
ecifications. 

Q.  That  came  out  of  the  Government  shops  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  came  out  of  the  old  material 
nocking  around  the  yard. 

Q.  It  was  carried  to  your  shop,  repaired  and  straightened  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  It  was  added  to  in  length  and  carried  on  board  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Was  there  anything  else  t — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  claim  that  you  furnished  that,  having  bought  it  from  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Now,  how  is  it  as  to  what  you  purchased  from  the  Government  under  that  clause  of 

e  contract  allowing  you  old  material  7 — A.  I  purchased  brass,  lead,  glass,  putty,  gum,  and 

ft  with  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  any  special  purchase  of  dirt,  did  you t— A.. No,  sir;  but  I  got  a 

>od  deal  of  it  there  that  was  weighed. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  buy  of  the  Navy  Department  while  you  were  having  charge  of  that 

ork  on  the  Quinnebaug,  or  at  any  other  time  7 — A.  That  is  pretty  much  all.    There  might 

ive  been  some  copper  attached  and  things  of  that  kind.     I  do  not  know  whether  there  was 

'  not 

Q.  Did  you  not  buy  other  material  at  the  navy-yard  ?— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  purchased  any  material  at  the  navy-yard  except  under  that  clause  of 

!r.  Hanscom*s  letter  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  buy  7 — A.  I  bought  pretty  much  the  same  stock.  Everything  was 
itached  together. 

Q.  State  particularly  what  you  purchased. — A.  I  bought  iron,  glass,  gum,  putty,  &c., 
ad  probably  a  little  copper  with  it. 

Q.  Could  you  work  iron  ?— A.  I  can  work  iron,  or  do  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  work  iron  into  the  Quinnebaucr  7 — A.  Only  bolt. 

Q.  You  were  to  have  the  old  material  to  work  over  into  the  Quinnebaug,  were  yon  not  ?— ' 
.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  work  iron  over  into  the  Quinnebaug  7 — A.  I  had  iron  worked  over  for  her. 
put  up  temporary  pump-stands  in  her  which  are  to  come  out,  and  new  ones  are  to  be  put 
1.  I  bad  them  worked  so  tss  to  fit  the  day  she  was  launched,  because  if  she  had  not  nad 
lose  there  would  have  been  nothing  there  to  save  her  from .  sinking.  The  iron  for  pump- 
:anchions  I  put  in. 

Q.  That  was  a  small  amount,  was  it  not? — A.  Six  or  seven  hundred  pounds. 

Q.  How  much  iron  did  you  buy  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  the  Government  books  show  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  do  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  take  iron  out  of  the  navy-yard  under  that  arrangement  7 — A.  I  took  iron  which 
as  fast  to  copper  or  brass,  but  no  iron  by  itself. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  any  copper  ?— A.  I  have  told  you  that  I  did. 

Q.  How  much  1 — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  how  much,  because  there  was  a  lot  of  it  lying 
tgether,  and  I  bought  it  in  a  pile. 

Q.  From  whom  t— A.  There  was  a  board  of  survey,  and  they  put  a  price  on  it. 

Q.  Who  composed  that  board  7 — A.  I  think  the  store-keeper  was  the  man  who  had  it  in 
large,  and  the  plumber. 

Q.  Name  those  people. — A.  A  couple  of  them  I  cannot  name.  John  Coffin  was  the  boss 
[amber,  and  he  was  on  the  survey. 

Q.  Somebody  in  the  navy-yard  had  the  supervision  of  that,  and  would  probably  know 
bat  yon  had,  would  they  not  f — A.  Everybody  around  the  yard  knows  what  I  had. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  have  of  copper? — A.  I  never  weighed  it. 

Q.  How  jnuch  was  it  in  value  7 — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Do  your  books  show  ? — A.  No,  sir :  I  cannot  give  you  the  weight  of  copper,  because 

was  all  mixed  up  together  with  a  whole  lot  of  stuff  that  I  got. 

Q.  How  many  loads? — A.  Four  or  five,  and  probably  more. 

Q.  Fonr  or  five  two-horse  loads  ?— A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  were  two-horse  loads 
r  one-horse  loads.    I  know  that  there  was  a  couple  of  two-horse  loads. 

Q.  Of  copper?— A.  I  did  not  sav  copper. 

Q.  When  talking  about  copper  I  ask  you  about  nothing  else. — A.  The  stuff  was  altogether, 
nd  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  me  the  weight  or  the  value  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  tell  of  anybody  who  does  know  either  the  weight  or  value  ? — A.  The 
eople  who  appraised  it  must  know  that. 
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Q.  Who  are  tbej  ? — A.  John  Coffin  wm  one  and  the  store-keeper  in  the  coostniction 
department  was  another;  I  do  not  know  his  name.  Who  the  other  man  was  I  cannot  tell 
you;  I  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Was  any  charge  made  to  you  in  the  navy-vard,  of  this  stock? — A.  There  was. 

Q.  Who  kept  the  account  of  itf — A.  The  clerks  in  Mr.  Hartt's  office. 

Q.  And  you  say  it  was  lumped  rather  than  weighed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  lamped. 

Q.  It  was  never  weighed  so  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  weighed  in  your  shop,  was  not  it  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  not  weighed  in  my  shop. 

Q.  Did  it  come  to  your  shop  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  went  to  my  shop,  and  was  sold  there  in  a 
lump. 

Q.  To  whom  ?— A.  To  Mr.  Purves. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  got  for  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  now. 

Q.  Give  me  as  near  an  estimate  as  you  can  make  7 — A.  I  cannot  tell  yon. 

Q.  Mr.  Purves*s  hooks  will  show ;  cannot  you  give  me  an  estimate  ? — A.  $SO0  or  $900. 

Q.  Is  that  all? — ^A.  That  is  about  all,  as  near  as  I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  that  is  as  near  as  you  can  tell  me  ? — A.  That  is  as  near  as  I  can  tell 
you  now. 

Q.  In  what  form  was  that  copper  ? — A.  It  was  in  old  sheet-copper  work. 

Q.  Was  it  in  any  other  form  ?— A.  Pipes,  &,c.,  and  things  like  that. 

Q.  Were  they  old  pipes,  or  new  ? — A.  Old  pipes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  pig-copper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  there  was  none  ? — A.  I  will  swear  that  there  was  none. 

Q.  Did  not  any  copper  in 'pigs  come  to  your  shop  I — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  other  material  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  lead  ? — A.  I  bought  a  load  of  lead  dross. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  got  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  is. 
•         Q.  Consider  whether  you  did  not  get  lead  in  pipe  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  How  much  pipe  did  you  get  ? — A.  I  think  there  were  a  couple  of  coils,  all  mashed  apr 
of  old  lead  pipe  which  was  condemned. 

Q.  What  size  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  It  went  with  the  old  scrap-lead. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  get ;  did  you  got  'pig-lead  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge ;  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  saw  it  as  it  was  brought  to  your  shop  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  all  there  was 
there. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  whatever  came  into  your  own  possession  ? — A.  Sometimes;  I  am  not 
always  there. 

Q.  If  it  came  there  it  would  be  likely  to  remain  long  enough  for  you  to  see  it,  wonl^  ^^ 
not  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  it  would.    I  cannot  say  that  there  was  any  pig-lead. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  say  that  there  was  not  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  because  I  do  not  remem^^ 
now.  >^ 

Q.  Where  was  that  lead  weighed  which  you  took  ? — A.  It  was  not  weighed  ;  it  wa^  ^ 
in  with  the  rest  of  the  stuff,  bunched  up.  .^. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  bought  lead,  copper,  and  iron  in  ajob-lot?— A.  Yes,  ^^ 
everything  in  ajob-lot, 

Q.  Bv  a  survey  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  "was  not  weighed  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  it  was  separated  and  carried  to  your  shop  in  different  parcels  ? — A.  No,  sir  ^ 
was  all  carried  there  in  a  bunch. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  material  came  together  mixed  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  ^^-ra 
I  Q.  How  many  loads  in  all  do  you  think  you  had  ?— A.  As  I  have  said  before,  four  or  fi^^ 

f  loads  ;   perhaps  five  or  six  loads. 

'  Q.  All  mixed  up  together  ?—  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  None  of  the  material,  then,  which  you  received  out  of  the  navy-yard  under  this  co:  ^^ 
tract  was  sold  to  you  by  weight  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  it  as  a  lump,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  board  of  survey  ? — A.  Yes.sr^ 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  other  material  besides  the  copper  and  the  lead ;  did  you  not  hav^^ 
zinc  ?— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  zinc  in  boxes  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Or  in  blocks? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Would  you  not  know  it  if  you  did  receive  it  ? — A.  I  would. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  tin  in  pigs  ?— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Bar-tin  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  became  of  this  material  ?— A.  I  sold  it. 

Q.  Would  you  not  know  whether  you  sold  tin  or  used  it  in  your  plambing  work  ? 

A.  We  use  it  every  day  in  our  work. 

Q.  Did  you  use  any  which  came  from  the  na'.'y-yard  ?— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  bought  putty  and  glass?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Were  you  called  upon  to  use  putty  aud  glass  in  a  plumbing  job  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  tbar 
stutf  all  hud  to  be  thrown  away. 
Q.  How  came  you  to  gel  pwUy  «iW^  ^«a%\— k,  \\.>«^'».  va.  t\v<i  old  brass 
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3.  Do  you  mean  putty  that  had  been  used  on  glass  7 — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  old  glass  and 

[  putty  on  brass ;  it  was  in  deck-lights.    They  were  old  deck-lights,  all  bent  and  con- 

nned,  which  I  got  from  the  breaking  up  of  a  couple  of  monitors ;  that  was  where  the 

m  was  used  also.     It  was  gum,  glass,  lead,  and  everything  else  attached  together. 

Q.  As  I  understand,  you  have  stated  conclusively  that  you  bought  nothing  by  weight, 

d  so  far  as  you  know  the  material  you  bought  was  not  weighed  ? — A.  Yes  ;  so  far  as  the 

iff  coming  out  of  the  navy-yard  was  concerned,  but  the  stuff  that  came  from  the  break- 

^  up  of  the  boats  was  all  weighed. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  material  which  you  received  from  the  navy-yard.-— A.  I 

ve  stated  altogether  what  I  received  from  the  navy -yard. 

Q.  You  received  all  that  material  under  and   by  virtue  of  the  clause  in  Mr.  Hanscom's 

ter  to  which  you  have  heretofore  referred  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  not  receive  under  that  agreement? — A.  The  first  stuff  that  I  spoke  of 

oat  coming  from  the  navy -yard  was  not  mentioned  in  this  letter  at  all.    8ome  of  it  was, 

d  some  of  it  was  not. 

Q.  What  stuff  have  you  been  talking  about  ?    I  have  been  asking  you  about  a  lot  of  ma- 

ial  which  you  say  you  did  not  buy  by  weight,  which  contained  copper,  brass,  and  lead, . 

d  possibly  zinc  and  possibly  tin,  together  with  the  old  glass  and  putty. — A.  The  old  glass 

id  putty  did  not  belong  in  that  lot  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  This  stuff  which  you  have  been  talking  about  did  not  belong  to  any  vessel,  did  it  7  I 
&an  the  material  which  you  took  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  this  copper  pipe 
hich  I  used  over  again,  came  out  of  some  monitors.  Some  of  that  copper  pipe  was  marked 
r  one  ot  those  vessels,  and  I  am  not  certain  which. 

Q.  Was  the  copper  pipe  allowed  you  on  this  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  old  material 
r  plumbing. 

By  Mr.  Harris  :  *  • 

Q.  All  the  material  which  you  have  mentioned,  consisting  of  the  five  or  six  loads  which 
ent  out  of  the  yard,  you  received,  did  you  not,  under  Mr.  Hanscom's  proposition  to  you 
at  you  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  old  material  ? — A.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  tell  it  in 

yown  way 

Q.  Answer  my  question.     Was  it  or  not  received  under  that  arrangement  with  Mr.  Hans- 

im  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  got  that  from  the  navy-yard  from  the  board  of  survey  that  was  held  to 

ilue  it. 

Q.  Then  you  bought  it  at  a  separate  purchase  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  your  contract  upon  the  Quinnebaug? — A.  No,  sir,  except 

hat  pipe  was  in  it.    Anything  marked  for  those  boats  mentioned  there,  I  claimed  belonged 

'  me. 

Q.  And  you  claimed  that  you  were  not  to  pay  for  it,  and  did  not  pay  for  it  ? — A.  I  did  pay 

r  it. 

Q.  You  claimed  that  it  was  like  the  hawse-pipe — that  it  was  prepared  for  monitors,  and 

)u  were  entitled  to  it,  as  you  understood,  without  any  allowance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  at 

e  same  time  I  did  pay  for  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  all  these  four  or  five  horse-loads  cost  you  ?— A.  It  cost  me 

tout  $600,  I  think. 

Q.  And  I  understand  that  you  sold  the  copper  for  about  $900  ? — A.  You  do  not  under- 

ind  me  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  You  took  that  stuff  at  |600,  upon  the  estimate  of  the  board  of  survey  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  materials  did  you  get  from  the  Navy  7— A.  Nothing  more  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  material  from  the  ships  which  were  broken  up,  which  are  mentioned 

your  letter  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  receive  from  them  ?— A.  As  I  told  you  before  glass,  gum,  lead,  putty, 

id  all  this  stuff  attached. 

Q.  What  else  7 — A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  did  not  receive  anything  but  glass,  putty,  and  gum  ? — A. 

mean  to  say  that  I  received  brass. 

Q.  Then  you  bought  brass  f~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  in  quantity,  calculating  everything,  glass,  putty,  brass,  and  everything 

se  7 — A.  Including  every tning,  glass,  putty,  brass,  and  everything  else,  about  a  hundred 

ousand  pounds. 

Q.  Where  was  that  taken  ? — A.  From  Cramp  &  Son,  and  Harlan  &  HoUingsworth.     It 

d  not  come  out  of  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  Was  any  weight  taken  of  that?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  on  record  in  the  Department  by 

Dnstnictor  Steele,  my  father. 

Q.  Who  took  the  weight?— A.   His  clerks.    They  w^ere  taken  at  Cramp  &  Sons,  and 

arlan  &.  HoUingsworth. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  that  material  was  mixed  brass,  copper,  and  lead,  &.?.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ; 

1  weighed  together. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  allowed  a  pound  for  the  mixture? — A.  I  do  not;  I  al- 
lowed  S'2,000  for  the  whole  lot ;  that* is  where  the  $2,000  comes  off  from  the  contract;  I  haie 
a  copy  of  the  record  of  this  material. 

Q.  From  where  1 — A.  From  my  father's  office. 

Q.  Who  fixed  the  value  of  that  material  t — A.  That  was  fixed  by  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Hartt, 
and  myself. 

Q.  1  observed  that  it  was  ]03,94U  pounds.  What  did  you  say  yon  allowed  for  the  whoie 
of  it?— A.  ^2,000. 

Q.  That  would  be  about  2  cents  a  pound,  would  it  nott — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  2  cents  a  pound  or  not. 

Q.  It  would  be  about  that  amount,  would  it  not  ? — A.   I  never  figured  it  up. 

Q.  A.  hundred  thousand  pounds  at  2  cents  a  pound  would  be  $2,000,  would  it  not!— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  consisted  of  brass,  lead,  iron,  putty,  g^lass,  and  ^m ;  what  proportional  amount 
was  brass  and  lead  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Give  me  some  estimate. — A.  I  cannot  give  vou  any  estimate. 

Q.  Was  it  half  brass  and  lead  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  half  brass  and  lead, 
or  not.    There  was  very  little  lead  in  it. 

Q.  Was  it  mostly  brass  7 — A.  It  was  mostly  brass,  more  brass  than  lead. 

Q.  What  article  in  the  whole  compound  would  be  the  largest  in  proportion  ?— A  I  sm 
not  certain  whether  it  would  be  brass  or  lead.  I  think  it  would  be  pretty  nearly  even  be- 
tween the  two. 

Q.  Those  two  articles  made  the  greatest  weight,  did  they  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  some  600  pounds  of  iron  in  all  f — ^A.  That  is,  io 
this  lot. 

Q.  Was  there  no  more  iron  than  that? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not; 
there  was  iron  in  the  other  lot. 

Q.  Was  there  much  iron  in  that  lot  1 — A.  There  was  considerable  old  wrought  and  cist 
iron  ;  some  of  it  was  worth  half  a  cent  a  pound. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a  large  or  a  small  quantity  t — A.  There  was  connd- 
erable  of  it. 

Q.  Was  there  a  thousand  pounds  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  yeu  the  weight. 

Q.  Was  there  a  ton  in  all  ?— A.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not. 

Q.  Where  did  this  material  go  to  ? — A.  That  was  sold  to  Pnrves. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  the  whole  mass  to  Purves  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  get  for  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  in  your  possession  that  will  enable  you  to  inform  this  commit- 
tee ? — A.  Not  now. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  have  not  in  your  possession  the  record  which  wonld 
enable  you  to  ascertain  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  unless  I  should  go  to  Mr.  Purvis  and  ask  him  how 
much  it  was. 

Q.  Do  not  your  own  books  show  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  outside  of  my  own  business,  and 
I  never  kept  it  on  my  books. 

Q.  That  is  you  bought  a  quantity  of  material  for  which  you  allowed  $2,000 ;  you  sold  it 
to  Purves  &,  Co.,  and  you  have  no  idea  what  you  got  for  it  T — A.  I  mean  to  say  that  to-dij 
if  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  within  $1,000  of  how  much  you  received  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  within  $3,000  ? — A.  Yes,  I  guess  I  can. 

Q.  Do  so.— A.  I  may  have  got  $4,000  or  $5,000  for  it. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  get  $7,000  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  get  $10,000  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear  to  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  get  $20,000  ? — ^A.  I  would  not  swear  to  anything  of 
the  kind — O,  I  thought  you  asked  whether  I  did  get  that  amount.  I  will  certainly  swear 
that  I  did  not  get  $20,000  for  it. 

Q.  Will  you  go  back  now  and  say  that  you  did  not  get  $10,000  for  the  whole  thing  f—A. 
That  is  a  pretty  fine  way  of  getting  at  it,  isn't  it  ? 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  get  $10,000  for  it  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  won't  swear  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  lead  and  brass,  in  your  judgment,  composed  more  than  half  the 
amount  of  that  material  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  together  the  two  were  larger  in  amount  than  anjr* 
thing  else. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  much  larger  than  anything  else  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Would  the  old  lead  and  brass  have  composed  three-fourths  of  the  stuff  ?— A.  I  cannot 
tell  you,  it  has  been  so  long  ago. 

Q.  Was  the  lead  and  the  brass  equally  divided  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  it  was  or 
not.   It  was  pretty  neaiXy. 
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By  Mr.  Hauris  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  two  together  matle  more  than  half  the  weight  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  old  brass  worth  at  that  time,  per  pound  ? — A.  It  was  according  to  the  qnal- 
7  ;  this  was  a  very  bad  quality  of  brass. 

Q.  Does  the  Government  ever  have  any  bad  quality  of  brass  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did  on 
tiese  boats.  There  never  was  any  good  quality  of  brass  on  them  ;  they  were  built  during 
le  war  when  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  good  brass. 

Q.  What  was  brass  such  as  that  worth  in  the  market  ? — A.  Probably  10  or  10^  cents,  or 
ear  that  neighborhood,  the  day  it  was  sold. 

Q.  Was  it  not  worth  15  cents  ? — A.  No,  sir;  that  brass  was  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  lead  worth  ? — A.  Lead  at  that  time  probably  was  worth  about  5^  cents ; 
0-day  it  is  only  worth  6  cents. 

Q.  If  your  brass  was  worth  only  10  cents,  and  you  had  one-fourth  of  the  whole  weight 
1  brass,  that  would  bring  you  $2,500,  would  it  not  f — A.  You  must  take  into  consideration 
tie  hauling,  handling,  sorting,  &,c.   It  cost  considerable  to  bring  it  from  Wilmington. 

Q.  If  you  had  2,500  pounds  of  lead,  at  5|  cents  a  pound,  you  would  have  another  $1,250. 
low  state  if  you  did  not  get  more  than  $5,000  for  that  material. — A.  I  tell  you  I  cannot 
ay  that,  because  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  get  more  than  $5,000  for  it  t — A.  I  won't  swear  any- 
fiiog  about  it,  because  I  can  ascertain  exactly  and  tell  vou. 

Q.  You  have  just  said  that  you  could  not  ascertain — that  you  had  no  books. — A.  I  say 

can  get  it  from  Mr.  Purves. 

Q.  That  material  which  you  .took  was  estimated  by  your  father,  by  Mr.  Edward  Hartt, 
nd  byyourself ? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Without  your  ever  having  spent  anything  upon  it,  except  for  its  transportation,  ^ou 
old  it  for  cash  to  Purves  Sl  Company  for  a  sum  of  money  woich  you  will  not  swear  was 
lOt  $7,000.  Is  that  the  form  in  which  you  put  your  statement  1 — A.  That  is,  as  far  as  the 
irst  part  of  it  is  concerned. 

Q.  How  much  did  it  cost  you  to  transport  it  from  Wilmingtop  T — A.  I  cannot  tell  you 
b&t  either. 

Q.  State  how  much,  within  $100.— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  it  cost  you  $200  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  did  or  not,  probably  more,  and 
trobably  less. 

Q.  And  all  you  did;  then,  was  to  hand  it  over  to  Purves  &  Co.  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  after  tak- 
Qg  it  to  my  place  and  sorting  and  cleaning  it. 

Q.  You  claim  that  the  $2,000  allowance  for  that  old  material  was  paying  the  Government 
or  what  ?— A.  For  the  old  material. 

Q.  You  claimed  that  it  was  making  an  allowance  to  the  Government  on  your  contract. — 
L  I  say  that  it  was  a  way  of  paying  the  $2,000.  I  made  an  allowance  deducting  it  from 
ny  money  which  I  was  to  get  from  the  Government. 

Q.  The  Government  charged  you  with  that  on  your  contract-price.  That  was  all,  was 
t  not.  It  charged  you  with  that  as  so  much  money  paid  you  on  your  $]2,0C0  contract  ? — 
fes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  it  with  the  $600,  which  you  allowed  for  the  old  material  in  the  yard? — A. 
That  was  also  deducted. 

Q.  Have  you  been  paid  the  balance  T — A.  I  have  been  paid  one-half.  . 

Q.  How  much  does  the  Government  now  owe  you  t — A.  The  Government  now  owes  me, 
}r  will,  when  the  ship  is  completed,  in  the  neighborhood  of  $5,600. 

Q.  How  much  has  the  Government  already  paid  you? — A.  Three  thousand  and  nine hun- 
Ired  dollars  in  cash,  I  think,  or  somewhere  in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  have  received  the  old  material  valued  at  $2,000?— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Also  the  old  material  in  the  navy-yard  at  $600?— A.  Some  of  that  is  not  paid  yet ; 
lome  of  it  is  standing  in  the  books  against  this  other  claim ;  some  of  it  has  not  come  out 
f  the  Treasury  ;  some  of  this  material  that  I  did  not  allow  on  the  first  matter  is  standing 
n  the  books  against  me.     It  has  not  come  into  my  account  yet. 

Q.  You  have  received  $2,000  worth  of  material  from  the  old  boats  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  you  recognized  as  a  payment  on  vour  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  received  $800  of  old  material  from  the  navy-yard,  which  you  recognize  as  a 
ayment  toward  your  contract,  or  something  to  be  charged  to  you  on  the  contract  ?— A.  Yes, 
r  ;  it  is  to  be  charged  to  me,  but  not  in  the  contract. 

Q.  Ho>v,  if  not  in  your  contract  ? — A.  I  do  not  understand  you. 

Q.  All  the  material  which  you  have  received  from  the  Government,  either  from  the  navy- 
ard  or  from  Wilmington,  you  recognize  as  an  offset  to  your  contract-price,  do  you  not  t 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  for  me  to  deduct  that  from  my  contract  ?  I  understand 
lat. 

Q.  How  much  cash  have  you  received  ? — A.  Thirty-nine  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  And  the  balance  is  due  you  when  the  contract  is  completed  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  that  your  specification  differs  entirely  from  the  specification  which  was  far- 
ished  to  other  people  to  oid  on  for  the  plumbing  on  the  Quinnebaug  ;  state  how  t.Vi«.<.  <^^:.- 
urred  f — A.  When  this  speci/icatiou  came  tome,  I  obaetvdd  iVial  \e«L^  vf  ^  m«iiNXa\v^A  ^-a* 
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three-elghtbg  of  na  Inch  m  thickness.  Hsvidc  worked  in  tbe  navj-jard,  and  hsTin;  doM 
iiftT7  busiBMs  >Dd  Ken  il  done  ftll  my  life,  1  thought  it  vru  a  little  loo  beavj.  ud  brtrin 
than  I  bod  general  1 J  seen  it  aroanil  the  Brooklyn  yard.  I  reduced  it  to  the  weight  wbiciiii 
seen  in  that  specificBtioD  of  miae. 

Q.  Did  you  make  ont  your  gpecification  J — A.  I  rednced  the  figure*  &om  the  originil 
■pecification,  and  Babmitted  it  to  the  Depanmeat  with  my  hid  which  they  accspled. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  offer  apou  the  speiificaiiona*  originally  doiwohy  the  Departmenll- 
A.  No.  sir :  I  did  not, 

Q,  The  Department  put  otit  Ihia  specification  and  asked  for  bidder*  wi^  material Ikne- 
eiffhths  of  an  inch  thick.  Did  you  make  an  offer  to  comply  with  that  specification  J—L  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Why  f— A.  Bec*u«e  I  did  not  think  it  was  necessary ;  I  thon|bt  the  material  wu  Im 

Q.  What  bad  joa  to  do  with  that  ?  Why  did  you  not  bid  on  it  u  it  wm  T— A  I  wu  ddI 
compelled  to  do  IhaL 

Q.  Whom  did  you  conrolt  with  about  altering  it  and  making  an  anlirely  new  prapoiiiloii 
to  the  Departmenl  I — A.  Nobody. 

Q,  Did  yon  not  consult  wiib  any  one  connected  with  the  Navy  J — A.  N  i,  »ir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  have  any  correspondence  with  the  Department  on  the  subject ! — A.  Noiti- 
cept  what  you  have  seen. 

Q.  Where  is  your  offer  T — A.  It  is  in  Washington :  I  have  not  got  a  copy  of  il. 

Q.  Did  you  write  more  than  one  lellerT — A.  I  caooot  say  whether  I  did  or  rioi. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  connected  with  the  Department  F — A.  Before  any  sptclGu' 
titn  was  given  out,  I  did.  1  went  to  my  father  and  asked  him  about  it.  Before  any  ipKlG' 
cation  was  made  or  anylbinr  of  the  kind,  I  asked  him  if  I  could  not  get  this  work,  B: 
said,  I  do  not  know,  you  will  have  to  try :  we  cannot  do  it  in  the  yard  on  account  of  tnr}' 
thing  beinR  upside  down. 

Q.  Did  he  give  yoa  any  advice  abont  ItF— A.  He  told  me  to  go  for  It  if  1  conid  gtl  it 

Q.  Did  be  do  anything  to  help  you  get  It ! — A.  He  did, 

Q.  WbatdidbedoT — A.  He  was  the  man  who  asked  if  tbe  work  was  to  be  giveDoiiU  I 
asked  father  if  that  work  was  to  be  given  oat,  and  he  went  1«  Wasbington,  and  ia  Wubinr- 
ton,  transacting  business,  be  asked  the  chief,  Mr.  Hanscom,  about  it.  Mr.  HaoscoiDlold 
him  to  tell  Mr.  Feester,  who  was  then  the  aisistaut  naval  coDstmctor  in  the  Phllsdtlphli 
navy-yard,  and  who  ia  now  in  Brooklyn,  to  get  up  a  set  of  specifications,  give  them  to  Uu 
plumbers  in  tbe  city  and  let  tbem  bid  on  them. 

Q.  That  was  tbe  first  set  of  specifications  T^A.  Yes,  sir ;  tben  when  I  got  mine  I  rtdncti 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  original  specification  required  f-incb  material  t—i-  Tf, 
sir  i  tbe  speaficalions  came  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  they  were  to  be{-inch  I — A.  I  only  know  from  what  I  got-  1 
looked  at  the  specification,  considered  it  too  heavy,  rednced  it,  and  submitted  myowi- 

Q.  Why  shonld  not  somebody  else  connected  with  the  Department  have  foand  iktl  «>l 
before  you  ? — A.  J  bad  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  why  that  specification  called  for  sucb  heavy  material  I — A  No,  ti'T  I 

Q.  Yon  know  the  effect  of  it  was  to  put  every  other  plumber  in  the  city  of  Philsihlpliii 
to  bidding  on  a  contract  for  |<incb  thick  materisJ  f— A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  tbii. 
I  do  not  know  what  they  bid  on. 

Q.  Doyonnotknowtnal  the  specification  handed  to  every  plumber  in  tbe  city  of  Pbils^tl' 
pbia  rei]uired  tliem  to  estimate  upon  material  j  of  an  inch  thick  t — A.  If  they  bid  on  tboH 
specifications  it  was  all  right. 

Q.  At  whose  suggestion  did  you  made  that  subsequent  change  in  tbe  specJGcstioii '~A' 
My  own. 

Q.  Do  yon  say  that  yon  had  no  conference  with  anybody  ? — A.  T  hod  not. 

(j.  Who  has  charge  of  tlie  inspection  of  old  material  at  Harlan  &  Hollingsworth'!— '  o"*" 
the  old  material  which  cune  into  your  custody!— A.  I  do  nut  know;  I  know  lica:i>e* 
Ihroagb  father. 

Q.  Is  not  be  the  inspector  I — A.  He  is  inspector  of  fareakiug  up  the  vessels. 

Q.  Would  not  he  then  inspect  all  old  material  7— A.  I  suppose  that  be  would, 

Q.  At  whose  suggL'siion  was  that  clause  pot  into  yonr  couiract  ?— A.  I  asked  ite"' "« 

Q.  Whom  did  yon  ssk  ?— A.  I  spoke  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  You  asked  your  tstber  t—k.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Wa«  there  any  other  contractor  or  plumber  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  bad  •  ""■ 
ilar  offer  made  to  him  >—A,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not.  ^ 

Q.  Did  any  other  plumber  in  the  city  of  Pbitadelphia  know,  so  far  as  you  were  iorono*^ 
that  such  an  advanlage  would  be  offered  to  him  if  he  look  tbe  job  T— A.  1  do  not »"" 
whether  be  did  or  not ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q,  Tbftl  was  knovin  to  youalo™,  wea  it  not  ?— A.  So  far  as  1  ktiow.  I  dotW'^' 
whether  they  kD«w  it.  or  uuv. 
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Q.  Have  jon  any  belief  that  anj  of  them  had  a  similar  advanta(2^e  ? — A.  I  never  thought 

'  it  at  all. 

Q.  That  letter  from  Mr.  Hanscom,  dated  January  30,  1875,  was  written  in  response  to 

)ur  offer  t — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  Did  your  offer  contain  a  proposition  to  take  old  material  * — A.  I  do  not  know  whether 

did  or  not     I  have  not  seen  the  offer  for  so  long  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  n6w. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  the  offer  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  you  were  to  have  this 

d  oaaterial  ? — A.  I  have  said  that  I  have  not  seen  the  offer  for  so  long  that  I  have  forgotten 

itirely  how  it  was  worded. 

Q.  Would  yon  have  accepted  the  proposition  of  $1*2,000  therein  contained  without  that 

ovision  concerning  the  old  material  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  was  not  that  old  material  worth  the  difference  between  your  offer  of 

4,000  and  the  offer  of  the  other  firm  in  this  city  at  $22,000  7 — A.  There  was  one  offer  of 

,000,  I  heard  afterward,  indirectly,  but  I  did  not  see  that. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that^ — ^A.  One  of  the  plumbers  who  worked  for  me  told  me  that  he 

iard  a  man  named  Joins  had  bid  for  $7,000. 

Q.  Then  yours  was  not  the  lowest  bid  7 — A.  From  what  he  said,  it  was  not.    This  man 

now  in  Europe.     I  have  no  absolute  knowledge  on  this  subject. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  advantage  of  the  old  material  which  you  had  did  not  make  to 

>a  a  difference  equal  t3  the  difference  between  $14,000  and  $22,000,  which  was  the  next 

gbest  bid  above  you  ?->A.  I  only  got  $12,000. 

Q.  Your  offer  was  $14,000,  was  it  not  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  then  put  it    at  $12,000.     Was  not  that  worth  $10,000  for  you?— A.  I  cannot 

11  you  that. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  it  wa^  not  worth  $10,000  to  you^  net? — A.  I  won't  swear  any> 

ing  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  I  not  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  to  have  all  the  work  that  was  com- 
enced  in  the  plumbers  shop — that  all  such  work  as  was  intended  tor  the  Quinnebaug  was 
be  turned  over  to  you  ? — A.  That  was  my  understanding. 

Q.  Did  you  state  that  in  your  proposition  to  do  this  contract  ? — A.  Whether  I  did  or  not  I 
knnot  say,  because  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  offer. 

Q.  Did  I  not  understand  you  to  say  that  that  did  not  amount  to  much  7 —A.  It  was  very 
ttle. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  say  it  amounted  to  7 — A.  I  never  figured  on  it  at  all. 
Q*  Make  an  estimate.— A.  It  would  not  amount  to  $125, 1  do  not  think. 
Q.  You  ascertained  that  the  house-pipes  which  were. made  in  the  plumber's  shop  in  the 
ird  for  the  Quinnebaug  were  not  fit  to  be  usei,  wh.-n  you  camd  to  pu  them  in  ? — A.  Yes, 
r. 

Q.  You  cut  them  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  material,  I  understand,  you  carried  away  with  your  carts  ? — A.  I  did. 
Q.  Did  you  not  make  the  other  two  articles  at  the  shop,  the  Gk)vemment  furnishing  the 
laterial  ? — A.    No,   sir :  the  Government  furnished  no    material  for  those  thingfs,  after 
took  them  out ;  I  furnished  it  myself. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  bought  no  pig- tin  from  the  Government  ? — A.  Not  to  my 
Qowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  any  material  from  the  yard  which  was  used  for  galvanizing  pur- 
oses  ? — A.  I  got  dross,  as  I  told  vou  before. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  got  from  the  Government  any  material  that  they  used  for  galvaniz- 
ifT  ? — A.  I  got  some  old  dross. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  about  that ;  I  ask  you  if  you  got  any  material  from  the  Govem- 
leiit  at  the  navv-yard  that  they  used  for  galvanizine  7 — A.  I  did. 
Q.   How  mucli  ? — A.  I  coula  not  tell  you  that,  either. 
Q.  How  much  do  you  think  you  got? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Was  it  one,  two,  three,  or  four  loads  ? — A.  Probably  it  was  one  or  two  loads  ;  I  can- 
ot  tell  exactly. 

Q.    Whom  did  you  sell  that  to  ? — A.  All  that  stuff  that  I  got  went  to  Purves. 
Q.  Were    hose  two-horse  loads? — A,  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  or  not;  I  think 
ey  Were. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  large  lot  of  composition  in  this  lot  of  stuff  that  yon  say  was  sold 
you  by  this  board  of  survey  ? — A.  As  I  have  said  before,  there  was  a  lot  of  brass,  &.c. 
Q.  And  composition  7 — A.  Composition  is  brass ;  it  is  the  same  thing. 
Q.  Were  there  three  or  four  loaas  of  that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  were  only  four  or  five  loads 
together. 

Q.  Were  there  not  half  a  dozen  altogether? — A.  Probably  there  were. 
Q.  How  many  loads  should  you  think  there  were  of  composition  ? — A.  There  was  no 
ear  composition  at  all ;  it  was  all  mixed  up  with  other  stuff. 

Q.  How  many  loads  did  you  get  from  the  Navy  Department,  which  was  sold  to  "^<i>\Vi^ 
as  board  of  survey  ? — A.  Probably  five  or  six  loads. 
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(J.  Whkldid  they  coiuist  ofT — A.  Dross,  copp«T,  lead,  biw«,  iinr,  hnd  there  oai  pn>I»< 
bl;  tome  irou  atl&cbed  lo  iu 
Bj  Ur.  BcHLEiUH  : 

Of.  Did  jan  not  get  copper  pumpi  oal  of  that  lot  T — A.  No,  lir :   doI  to  toy  kuowlcd^ 

Q.  Did  70a  not  get  AnjcompotitioD  pumps  out  of  thai  lot  f — A.  Ved,  iir. 

Q.  Bow  manj  ? — A.  1  don't  know. 

Q.  Wh&t  would  thej  weigh  apiece  r— A.  Sixtj  ponnda. 

Q.  State  whether  there  were  not  aeveral  tons  of  conpoaition  in  this  lot  of  stuff,  wbich  too 
received  from  the  yard,  bnught  at  the  valnatioa  placed  upon  it  bj  that  board  of  Hnrrej. — 
A.  No,  air,  there  waa  not :  I  do  not  think  there  were  over  several  tons  altogether.   Itmadti 
big  hnlk,  but  there  was  not  much  weight  in  it. 
Bj  Ut.Jqsks: 

Q.  Did  not  you  or  jour  men  go  around  io  Ibe  cetlars,  itt  the  stores,  and  in  the  loris  oflht 
bniidiDgs  there,  and  collect  this  copper,  compoaltian.  brass,  and  lead,  pat  it  upon  the  pavf. 
ment,  or  in  front  of  the  haildings,  and  aiteiwud  put  It  into  the  cans ) — A.  Hj-  men  did  tbi 
transportation  and  the  hauling  of  it. 

Q.  Did  they  pnt  it  in  the  '■^rts  and  haul  it  away  irithotit  being  weighed  f — A.  Th«  itnf 
was  al!  there,  and  it  was  all  condetnned  maleriKl. 

Q.  Did  not  they  do  that  outside  of  this  pile  oF  stuff  tbnt  was  sold  to  yon  by  the  bosrd  of 
snrveyT — A.  No.sir;  this  was  the  stuff  sold  to  me  by  the  board  of  survey.  Maybemyma 
chucked  it  into  a  heap  at  the  lime  the  board  of  survey  wns  held  upon  it. 

Q.  Was  not  there  any  picked  up  and  added  to  it  after  that  b>>ard  was  held  f— A.  Xo,nr; 
there  was  a  board  of  survey  on  everything  I  got. 

Q.  Whom  did  I  underBtand  you  bought  this  stuff  fram,  or  where  did  it  come  fiwD !  I 
refer  to  the  material  which  yon  bought  at  tbelime  your  father,  Mr.  Hartt,  and  Tounetf  iwilt 
a  bargain  with  reference  to  malerial  T — A.  Ciamp  &.  Sous,  and  Harlan  &.  HoUiogtwMIl) 
That  wasweighed. 

Q.  Wbere  was  it  weighed  T — A.  At  Cramp  k.  Sous',  and  Harlan  &  HolliDgvoilb'i,  ij 
Government  weighers. 

Q.  Wbat  time  did  you  buy  this  stuff  which  came  from  Cramp  Jt  Sons,  and  Harlan  &  M- 
lingsKOrth  ? — A.  It  mast  have  been  four  or  five  or  six  months  ago. 

Q.  What  moDlh  I— A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that ;  I  do  not  remember  it ;  I  Ibink  i(  wsi  in  cnlJ 

Q.  By  whose  orders  was  this  stuff  sold  to  70a  T — A.  By  the  order  contained  iu  tbii  kiK^ 
where  the  stuff  is  mentioned. 

Q.  I  understand  that  letter  gives  yon  the  privilege  of  using  the  old  matecisl  T— A.  Thtt 
is  the  same  thing.   If  the  material  is  not  fit  to  use  I  faave  a  right  to  sell  it.  ' 

Q.  By  whose  orders  did  you  buy  that  material  1 — A.  1  bad  uo  orders  to  buy  it,  eicp'  i 
what  are  stated  in  the  letter. 

Q.  By  whom  was  it  sold  to  you  T — A.  The  stuff  was  delivered  to  me  ;  Messrs  KslU  loil 
Steele  made  the  survey  on  it.  and  I  paid  so  much  money  for  it. 

Q,  You,  and  Mr.  Hartt,  and  Mr.   Steele  agreed  on  the  price  you  were  to  pay,  and  lis''*       1 

"■ V  you  got  that  stuff  I— A.  Yes,  sir. 

■  ■"     re  you  T — A.  I  will  be  twenty-lour  in  September. 
By  Ur.  Harris: 
Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  worked  and  pal  into  that  ship  any  of  the  material  wbiebjos 
received  nnder  that  arrangement.— A.   I  did  some  of  it,  capper  pipe,  .tc. 

Q.  Anything  else!—*.  There  may  have  been  aomeotber  things:  there  may  bsv(li<«i' 
couple  of  pump-chains,  or  iomelbing  like  that. 
By  Mr.  BURLEiaii : 
Q.  WhaCwai  theamountofyonrcontractf— A.  S12,000. 
y.  On  that  you  have  received  how  much  in  cash  ? — A.  #:(,90;'. 
Q.  What  else  have  you  received  f— A.  Old  material. 

Q.  You  have  received  10-2,0Ua  pounds  of  old  material,  according  to  the  survey,!!!!*  J'" 
not! — A.  Yes,  sit ;  J  have  received  that,  and  that  has  been  deducted  from  my  cou"*'''     , 
Q.  You  have  received,  therefore,  so  much  cash,  and  had  lihJ,IX>Opounds  o(  brass,  Im^.h'' 
—A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  You  have  also  received  these  six  horse-loads  from  the  navy-yard  of  lesd  |ri(ie."PP" 
pipe,  and  some  copper,  brasa,  and  ziuc  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  does  the  Department  owe  you  now  f— A.  I  should  «y,  when  mj  w'"" 
was  completed,  go.GOO  or  io.'UO. 

Q.  After  receiving  tbal.yonr  account  with  the  Department  will  be  square  on  tbt> «"' 
tract  r—Jl.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  made  your  specifications,  who  presented  them  to  the  DeparttDciK  '-*  ' 
thiiik  Ihey  were  sent  by  me  ;  I  am  not  positive  about  it. 

Q.  Did  ;ou  go  t\iete  ;ows«\(  1— A.  I  was  there  several  times  ;  I  go  to  Washing>°°  '"^ 
often. 
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Q.  Did  yoar  father  go  there  with  yoa  ? — A..  He  has  been  there  with  me  several  times. 

Q.  In  reg'ard.to  this  contract? — A.  Not  personally  in  refi^ard  to  that. 

Q.  But  he  was  there  about  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  transactinc^  business  of  his  own. 

Q.  He  consulted  and  jou  consulted  with  Mr.  Hanscom  in  regardto  this  f — A.  He  was  the 
one  who  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Hanscom. 

Q.  Your  father  consulted  with,  him  in  regard  to  this  contract,  did  he  not  f— A.  I  donH 
know  whether  he  did  or  not ;  not  in  my  presence. 

Q.  What  other  advantages  did  you  get  from  the  Government  on  this  contract  ? — ^A.  No 
other  advantages,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  had  the  material  out  of  four  different  vessels  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  vessels  had  not  been  used  a  great  dea\  had  they  f — ^A.  They  were  rotten ;  I 
don't  know  whether  they  had  been  used  or  not 

Q.  The  lead  pipe  was  not  rotten  ? — A.  There  was  no  lead  pipe  in  monitors,  or  not  enough 
to  speak  of ;  I  don't  believe  there  is  forty  feet  of  lead  pipe  in  a  monitor. 

Q.  There  was  brass  and  copper  in  each  of  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  all  provided  with  water-closets  and  dead-lights  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  House-pipes  and  scuppers  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  not  in  monitors ;  all  those  things  are  below 
water. 

Q.  What  did  this  100,000  pounds  come  out  of? — A.  Magazines;  it  was  magazine  lead, 
dead-lights,  water-closets  ;  that  was  about  all. 

Q.  And  out  of  those  four  vessels  there  was  enough  to  amount  to  100,000  pounds  t—-A. 
Yes,  sir,  with  the  glass  and  everything  else.  • 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  composition  pumps  that  you  got  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  Some 
of  them  were  broken  up ;  they  were  sold  with  the  rest  of  the  material. 

Q.  Were  there  any  pumps  in  that  stuff  you  got  out  of  the  monitors  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  there 
may  have  been  some  pump-chambers. 

Q.  Were  they  got  out  woole,  or  was  there  a  necessity  for  destroying  them  7 — A.  They  all 
came  apart.  The  chamber  wa^  the  only  part  about  them  that  was  composition.  Probably 
I  ^t  a  couple  of  those  that  were  fit  to  use. 

Q.  There  were  how  many  t — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Out  of  the  whole  four  vessels  there  were  how  many  pumps — a  half  dozen  each  7 — A. 
Xliose  vessels  have  steam*pumps.    There  is  no  chance  to  use  hand-pumps. 

Q.  Would  not  there  be  two  or  three  on  each  of  them  f — A.  There  might  have  been  a 
couple  on  each. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  pumps  on  your  contract  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  use  any  of  those  old  pumps  ? — A.  I  think  1  did. 

^.  Out  of  the  whole  of  those  pumps  did  you  not  get  enough  for  thosa  new  ones  ? — A.  Of 
tlie  main  pumps  I  did — the  chambers. 

Q.  Those  pnmps  were  sold  to  you  in  the  102,000  pounds  lot,  were  they  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
I  l>elieve  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  have  stated  that,  for  certain  articles  which  you  got  out  of  the  navy-yard,  you  re- 
ceived $M),  Did  you  sell  all  you  took  from  the  navy-yard  to  Purves  &  Co.  for  $§00  ? — 
'^^    I  don't  know  whether  I  sold  all  at  that  time  or  not.    I  may  have  sold  some  afterward. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  much  you  received  in  all  f — A.  No,  sir ;  for  I  have  no  account  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  sell  all  this  stuff  which  you  received  from  Cramp  &  Sons  and  Harlan  &, 
Hollingworth,  and  from  the  navy-yard,  to  Purves  &  Sons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  That  is  the  stuff  vou  did  not  use  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  All  the  old  material  that  I  had  that 
^   <lid  not  use  I  sold  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^.  Do  you  identify  the  letter  which  you  have  furnished  to  the  committee,  marked  copy, 
^i^d  addressed  tQ  E.  Hartt,  U.  S.  N.,  navy-yard,  Philadelphia,  as  a  copy  taken  from  the 
^^oks  of  your  father's  office  7 — A.  I  asked  him  for  a  copy,  and  he  gave  me  that  the  other 
^'^^p'.     That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Is  the  original  signed  by  your  father  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  The  copy,  however,  is  not  signed  f — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  a  pencil  copy.    It  is  as  follows  : 

*M29  Walnut  St.,  Phila.,  Nov.  8,  1875. 

•  *  Sir  :  I  have  delivered  to  Mr.  W.  Fleet  Steele,  ship-plumber  of  this  city,  old  material, 
S^^tisistiug  of  brass,  lead,  irou,  putty,  glass,  and  gum  attached,  amounting  in  all  to  102,949 
^^«.,  from  the  monitors  and  torpedo-boats  Koka,  Minnetonka,  Algoma,  and  Otsego,  broken 
^P  by  the  Harlan  and  Hollingsworth  Co.  at  Wilmington;  Del.,  and  Mr.  Cramp  and  Sons 
^^  this  city. 

**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


It 


*N.  C.  E.  HARTT,f;.5.  iV.. 


'*Xaval  Constructor^  U.S.N. 
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Tbe  letlec  from  Mr.  Haiisconi  to  me,  heretorore  lefencd  to  Id  mj  teitinjouT,  iiubl- 

"Kavv  Df.Partment, 
'■  Bi'REAi'  OF  Constriction  and  Repair, 

"  Augau  11,1^1. 
"Sir:  Kererrini;  to  your  oiT«t  of  the  6th  inalant  to  do. all  tbe  plumbinfr-woik  on  iba 
OuiDnebaiif;  for  the  sum  of  SI4,IXlll,  the  bureau  coniid^i  il  too  bigb.  and  propoid  u  tm 
thit  70U  ihall  do  all  tbeoecrsiaty  plumbing;- work,  that  is  to  say,  (nrniah  allueceutrjihipi 
watei-cloeati,  urinals,  uith  tauks,  cucka.  valvee.  \rasle-pipe«,  and  olber  le»d  pipea  tiaaea- 
ioB  the  same,  also  the  linio^  of  tbe  head  and  DiftDgera  with  head-pumpe,  aJl  the  tkmihit 
dnlli;  also  lintDg  the  bowsprit-bed,  house- pi  pea,  gallej-bed,  abip'a  ectippera,  lir-porti.niil' 
dei-caoe,  cbocka,  magaziuea,  shell-rooms,  passagea.  ligbt-boxes,  baat-ammauition  pml, 
sul-room,  bread- room,  pantry,  and  furoiBhini;  sea-cocka,  channel -pomps,  deck-pii[ii]it,hll|t' 
pumps,  freab-water  pumps,  copper  slrtuners,  sannding- pipes,  sills,  dec.  And,  in  conridcn- 
(ioD  or  Tonr  doing  the  Hurk  aa  above  set  forth,  the  bureau  agrees  to  pay  tbe  sum  of  fliOUJ. 
Tbe  old  material  the  Government  will  furnish  to  jou  to  be  reworked,  which  bare  tcuiiiiD- 
lated  from  the  breskini:;  up  of  the  lifchl-draught  monitors  Koka  and  Minnelonka,  at  VilDIiB^ 
t'jn,  Delaware,  and  the  Algoma  and  Otse|ro,  at  the  works  of  Cramp  &.  Sous,  Philadelphia,  *ill 
go  toward  the  material  used  in  this  work.  Tbe  balance  to  be  paid  by  two  enail  psfiwia 
in  money,  on  the  certificate  of  the  naval  constniclor  snperioteudinf;  Ibe  work  that  tbe  mk 
is  satisfactorily  cotn  pie  ted  according;  to  specifications,  which  will  be  fumiahe.!.  PleiMDMi^ 
tbe  bureau  in  writing  of  your  acceptance  of  this  proposillon. 
"  Respectlnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

■■I.  HANSCOM, 

"W.  FlI';et  SXEtLE.  E.-q.. 

■'Philadflphin.  Pa." 


Charles  M.  Sandgrav  bworu  aud  exaiulued. 
By  tbe  Chaikhan  : 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  couDectiuD  with  tbe  Gorerumeut  navy-.vard  in  ttiii 
city  f — Answer.  I  have  not. 

1^.  Have  yon  been  in  tbe  employ  of  any  of  tbe  contractors  for  the  removal  of  ptop' 
erty  from  tbe  old  yard  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  auytbinc  about  tbe  unlawful  removal  of  any  properly,  such  al  lead, 
copper,  or  any  material  of  toat  kindf — A.  Kot  of  my  own  kuuwled>re. 

Q.  Have  you  any  infunuatioD  upon  that  subject,  the  sources  of  which  are  »r»il>b!t 
to  this  committ«e  t— A.  1  have  not  anything  that  would  be  considered  evideace;  1 
have  bearif  of  aome  tbinga  being  taken  from  tbe  navy-yard,  but  of  my  own  knoclt^ 
I  knoiv  ncthing- 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  lead  having  been  taken  from  tbe  Qiiinnebang  t — A.  1  do  iMt 

Q.  All,  then,  that  yon  know,  or  pi-etend  tuknow,  is  simply  beantayf— A.  YeMir;  i>> 
refer^uoe  to  that  matter,  or  in  reference  to  anything  heintc  ukenuut  nf  tbe  navr-fatd. 
I  know  that  my  firm,  consisting  of  mv  brother  and  niysi^lf^  were  called  oti  by  a  Oo^en- 
mtut  officer  \*i  give  speciQcations  for  tbe  plumbing- work  on  tbe  Quiunebaugi  and  did  id. 
We  found  afterward  either  that  the  specidcatious  were  given  to  us  as  a  blind,  or  ll»> 
the  perwin  who  got  the  contract  did  not  comply  with  the  specification  by  a  vc:!""- 
aiderable. 

Q.  Do  you  remembertbe  aniountof  yourestimate? — A.  1  think  it  was  abontfS."''' 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  tbe  oBtcer  wllu  submitted  those  apecili cations  to  you  W-  ' 
do ;  it  was  Mr.  Joseph  Feaater,  wbo  is  now,  I  bellave,  naval  conslractor,  and  vl><>  *" 
at  that  time  foreman  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  carpenter's  department. 

Q.  Do  yon  say  that  the  party  wbo  is  iloing  tbe  work  must  have  had  different  •P'f'" 
ficationafrom  those  submitted  to  you  f— A.  He  must,  or  else  he  has  been  let  off  *'"' 
more  tbaa  half  of  what  the  specifications  would  have  compelled  me  to  furaisb.         . 

Q.  Looking  to  what  tbe  the  present  contractor  is  doing  or  has  done,  if  you  had  >>^ 
tbe  controot  which  he  is  apparently  performing,  what  would  von  have  done  it  fut  '"2* 
I  wotild  have  done  it  for  atwut  810,000  if  tbe  speciflcationa  had  been  awarded  at**?' 
ingto  the  material  wbicb  bad  been  furnished,  owing  to  tbe  couaeijnent  rednctto"' 
labor  and  material  necessary  to  fasten  together. 

Q.  What  ia  the  name  of  the  contractor  who  is  now  doing  the  work  T— A.  Stwl'' 

Q.  Isheawnof  Constructor  Steelef— A.  Yes,  sir;  Hr.  SieeletheconalructorwM'i''' 
merly  inspector  of  iron-clads  at  this  port. 

Q.  Tbat,tti«i),tft  the  extent  of  your  knowledge  in  regard  to  tbe  management  of  *'*''' 
at  the  navy -jaidl—k.  '^ta,  sit,    Yin-ooX-Vvit.-*  ».ii'sv\i:\\i'j,»*io>it  wbattranspiredi""* 
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rd,-and  do  not  attend  to  the  out-door  business  of  our  establishment.  We  have  done 
work  in  the  navy-yard,  nor  have  we  bad  any  connection  with  any  work  to  be  done 
are. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

3.  How  do  yon  know  that  the  work  is  not  beinff  done  according  to  the  specifications 

ren  to  you  T — A.  My  brother  and  one  of  my  workmen  have  been  on  board  the  vessel, 

d  have  brought  specimens  of  the  lead  which  has  been  furnished. 

5.  Have  you  been  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  do  you  testify,  then,  as  if  you  knew  all  about  it  t — A.  I  am  not  doing  so.   I 

)tify  that  specimens  of  the  lead  which  have  been  brought  from  the  ship  are  such  as 

lave  stated. 

Q.  You  have  not  seen  any  of  the  work  that  they  are  doing  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have 

3n  some  of  the  material. 

Q.  You  have  not  seen  any  oT  the  work  yourself,  however  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  have  seen  some  specimens  of  sheet-lead  which  have  been  brought  to  you 

your  brother,  and  from  his  story,  and  judging  from  the  sheet-lead  which  you  have 
iUf  you  consider  yourself  able  to  make  this  statement  ? — A.  That  is  so,  sir. 
Q.  Would  you  consider  your  statement,  under  those  circumstances,  to  be  reliable  f 
onld  you  be  willing  to  take  another  man's  statement  under  such  circumstances  ? — A. 
>,  sir ;  I  would  not. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  your  testimony,  given  under  those  circumstances,  such  that  we 
n  absolutely  rely  upon  itf — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  such  testimony  as  would  be  taken 

a  court  of  justice. 

Q.  You  say  you  think  you  could  have  done  what  you  oflfered  to  do  at  $•22,000  for 

0,000  from  some  sheet-lead  which  you  have  seen  and  the  statement  made  by  your 

other  t — A.  Yes,  sir:  and  the  statements  made  by  parties. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  01  your  own  knowledge,  that  the  contractor  is  not  doing  the  work 

actly  as  you  agreed  to  ? — ^A.  I  could  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  it,  do  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  it ;  that  is  to 

y,  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  it  legal! v,  but  morally  I  do  know  it. 

Q.  How  can  you  morally  know  it  when  you  have  not  seen  it  ? — A.  Because  I  have 

e  evidence  of  persons  who  have  seen  it,  whose  word  is  reliable. 


Philadelphia,  April  5,  1876. 
GrEORGE  M.  Sandgrak  sworu  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.   Did  you  make  an  estimate  of  plumber's  work  for  the  Quinnebaug  ? — 

iBwer.  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  thereof  f~ A.  I  have.    [Producing  same  and  handing  same  to 

airman.] 

Q.  Who  made  the  estimate  upon  these  specifications? — A.  Myself  and  my  brother. 

Q.  Which  did  it  f — A.  My  brother  did  the  writing,  abd  we  both  did  the  ciphering. 

Q.  You  offered  to  do  the  plumbing  on  this  vessel  for  how  much  f — A.  $22,000. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  the  man  who  got  it  took  it  for  f — A.  I  have  understood 

at  he  took  it  for  $12,000. 

Q.  Since  the  work  has  been  progressing,  have  you  been  upon  the  Quinnebaug  ? — ^A. 

lave,  several  times. 

Q.  Is  she  finished  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  plumbing-work  for  that  vessel  has  been  already  donef — A. 

lo  not  think  there  is  more  thau  one-fourth  of  the  work  done. 

Q.  Under  this  contract,  or  these  specifications,  were  you  to  furnish  all  material  f — 

Yes,  sir. 
Q.  From  observation,  how  much  chance  have  you  had  to  see  work  which  has  been 
ne  f — ^A.  I  have  been  on  board  several  times  as  the  work  has  progressed,  expressly  to 
3  how  the  work  has  been  done,  and  if  the  material  used  was  in  accordance  with  those 
ecifications. 

Q.  Is  there  an  officer  there  inspecting  the  work  a<i  it  progresses  f — A.  None  that  I 
low  of;  everybody  states  that  there  has  been  no  inspector  there. 
Q.  State  from  your  own  observation  wherein,  if  in  any  respect,  the  work  being 
ne  dififers  from  the  work  required  by  this  specification  f — A.  in  the  first  place,  the 
wsprit  lead  is  only  one-third  of  the  weight  of  metal  called  for  in  those  specifications. 
Q.  What  was  the  size  of  metal  to  be  put  00  ? — A.  Three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick, 
)igbing  about  24  pounds  to  the  foot. 

Q.  What  is  the  size  or  thickness  being  put  on  7 — A.  It  is  what  we  call  8-ponnd  lead, 
e-third  the  thickness ;  that  is  the  size  which  has  been  used.    (.E'&VivV^vX.vci^^'^^'^'^^'^^^ 
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Q.  Where  did  you  obtain  that  specimen  1 — A.  I  brought  it  from  my  shop. 

Q.  You  did  not  get  it,  then,  from  the  vessel  t — A.  No,  sir;  butit  isa/oc^toitTeof  what 
is  used  on  board  the  vessel. 

Q.  Have  you  the  tbree-eightli  metal? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  it.  [Producing  speci- 
men.] 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  that  lead  is  used?  [Referring  to  first  specimeu.]— A. 
Because  I  went  there  and  saw  it. 

Q.  How  much  lead  of  the  lighter  kind  would  it  take  to  use  on  that  vessel  ?— A.  Just 
the  same  number  of  feet. 

Q.  What  other  parts  have  you  observed  which  are  not  well  done,  in  yonr  estim*- 
tion  f — A.  The  bawse-pipen ;  thejr  are  made  out  of  twelve-pound  lead;  they  ought  to 
be  three-eighths  thick,  weighing  about  24  pounds  to  a  square  foot. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  them  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  have  you  seen  that  you  say  is  not  rightly  done  ? — A.  The  scoppen; 
those  are  made  of  twelve-pound  lead  ;  that  is,  twelve  pounds  to  a  square  foot—tbre€- 
sixteenths,  a  little  full.  The  three-eighths  lead,  called  for  by  the  speeiticatioD,  is  24 
pounds  to  a  square  foot. 

Q.  What  other  points  have  you  noticed  ? — A.  The  side  lights.  Tha  specificatioQS  do 
not  say  how  thick  they  are  to  be.  There  is  a  good  deal  ol  other  work  done  oq  board 
the  vessel  which  I  have  not  seen. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  things  to  which  you  can  call  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
which  differ  from  the  specitications  upon  which  you  figured  ? — A.  There  is  nothing 
that  I  can  say  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  went  aboard  the  ship  several  times,  and  was 
finally  invited  to  stay  away.  I  being  a  stranger,  they  probably  thought  I  had  no  busi- 
ness there. 

Q.  Your  object  was  to  see  whether  or  not  they  were  doing  the  work  as  your  speci- 
fications required  you  to  do  it  ? — A.  My  main  object  was  to  see  how  he  could  afford  to 
do  that  work  for  $12,000,  which  would  have  cost  me  $18,000  or  $19,000  to  furnish  the 
material. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  specifications  given  to  you  required  more  material  than 
was  necessary  for  good  workmanship  ? — A.  I  think  the  material,  in  my  judgment,  might 
have  been  used  a  little  lighter,  and  it  would  not  have  been  any  disadvantage  to  the 
vessel  or  to  the  Government. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  get  the  specifications  ?— A.  Mr.  Joseph  Feaster  brought 
them  to  my  place  of  business. 

Q.  By  what  authority  did  he  bring  them  to  you  ? — A.  He  said  that  he  was  sent  there 
by  the  officers  of  the  navy-yard ;  he  was  foreman  at  that  time,  I  believe. 

Q.  I  have  before  me  a  proposition  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Steele,  which  I  will 
read  to  you.  [The  proposition  was  here  read.]  Having  heard  me  read  that  offer  of 
Mr.  Steele's,  what  would  you  say  that  you  could  have  done«the  same  work  for  ?— A.  I 
could  not  reply  to  that  unless  I  went  into  a  calculation  upon  the  subject. 

Q.  What  ao  you  think  you  could  have  done  it  for  and  complied  with  his  specifica- 
tion f — A.  He  takes  off  one-third  of  the  material  and  fully  one-third  of  the  labor.  I 
could  have  done  it  very  readily  for  $11,000  or  $12,000  and  been  satisfied  and  made  a 
living  profit  out  of  it. 

Q.  So  far  as  yon  have  observed,  and  so  far  as  you  have  heard,  ha^  he  complied  with 
his  own  specifications  in  doing  that  work  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  he  has,  for  this  reason : 
There  is  not  a  particle  of  his  work  that  is  nailed  or  properly  fastened,  or  was  not  yea- 
terday. 

Q.  Is  the  work  done  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  but  it  is  done  so  far  as  this  part  is  ooocerned. 
The  bowsprit  is  the  only  piece  of  work  that  has  any  nails  in  it ;  I  know  the  scuppers 
have  not. 

Q.  I  will  read  to  you  a  portion  of  Mr.  Steele's  proposition : 

*'In  consideration  of  your  doing  the  work  above  set  forth,  the  bureau  agrees  to  pay 
the  sum  of  $12,000.  The  old  material  the  Government  will  furnish  you  to  be  reworked, 
which  has  accumulated  from  the  breaking  up  of  the  light-draught  monitors  Koska 
and  Minnetonka,  at  Wilmington,  Del.  The  Algoma  and  the  Otsego,  at  the  works  of 
Cramp  &  Sons.  Philadelphia,  will  go  toward  the  material  used  in  the  work,  the  bal- 
ance to  be  paid  in  two  equal  payments  in  money  on  the  certificate  of  the  naval  coo- 
structor  superintending  that  the  work  is  satisfactorily  completed  according  to  the 
specifications  which  will  be  furnished." 

Q.  Do  you  work  up  old  material  ?— A.  Frequently. 

Q.  Would  there  have  been  any  advantage  to  you  in  so  doing?— A.  I  think  the  old 
material  from  these  monitors  whose  names  you  have  mentioned  would  have  been 
enough  to  pay  the  bill ;  I  should  judge  so. 

Q.  Would  you  have  considered  it  any  advantage  to  your  contract  if  you  conld  have 

had  the  opportunity  to  have  worked  up  the  old  material  from  these  nionitors  f— A.  I 

should.   If  I  could  have  got  the  old  material  which  that  document  allowed  Mr.  Steel 

to  have  the  use  of,  I  could  have  made  a  very  pretty  thing  out  of  the  contract. 

Q.  But  this  mateiiaV  lia^  \«  \i^  c\i«L\^<fc^\ft\\\s!L\ — k.  It  does  not  seem  so.    I  onder- 
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tand  that  he  gets  $12,000  aud  the  old  material.  The  specifications  snhmitted  to  me 
re  similar  Iq  order  and  general  terms  to  the  specifications  submitted  to  llr.  Steel,  but 
he  specifications  submitted  to  me  required  a  greater  weight  of  material. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  I  think  yon  said  that  the  lead  pnt  on  the  bowsprit  by  Mr.  Steel  was  not  so  heavy 
8  that  named  in  his  contract  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  The  specifications  sent  to  you  required  24-ponnd  lead  to  the  foot  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  Steel  has  not  put  the  lead  even  of  the  thickness  of  10  pounds,  as  required  by 
lis  sx>ecificationsT — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  about  8  pounds  to  the  foot. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  result  if  lead  of  insufficient  thickuess  was  put  there  ?— A.  The 
ighter  the  lead,  of  course  the  quicker  it  would  wear  out. 

Q.  If  it  should  cause  a  leak,  then  what  would  occur  f — A.  They  would  then  have  to 
ake  the  bowsprit  out  and  do  the  work  all  over  again,  recalkiug  and  releadin^;  it  and 
nttiqg  it  back. 

Q.  Would  Dot  that  he  attended  by  considerable  expense  ? — A.  It  would. 


Philadelphia,  April  15, 1876. 
Alexander  Geddes  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  Plumber. 

Q.  Are  you  employed  by  anybody  ? — A.  I  am  employed  bySandgrant  &  Bros. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  taken  contracts  in  your  own  name  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  journeyman  f — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  plumbing-work  done  npon  the  Quinnebaugt— A. 
!^es,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  visited  her  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  since  work  has  been  going  on  f — A.  Twice. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  specifications  upon  which  your  employers  figured  f — A.  Yes, 
ir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  them  over  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  about  making  the  estimate  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  what  they  undertook  to  do  by  their  otter  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  the  work  which  has  been  done  differs  from  that  which  your 
mployers  figured  upon. — A.  It  differs  from  my  boss's  specifications. 

Q.  In  what  particulars  ? — A.  In  the  weight  of  the  material. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  weight  of  the  material  furnished  aud  the 
reight  which  your  employers  were  to  furnish  f— A.  Steel  furnished  on  his  job  on  the 
owsprit  8-pound  lead. 

Q.  Instead  of  24-pound  lead  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  scuppers  were  one-quarter  or  12- 
onnd,  in  place  of  three-eighths. 

Q.  Quarter-inch  lead  would  be  about  16-ponnd  lead,  would  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  One- 
igbth  weighs  what  we  call  8-pound  lead ;  two-eighths  would  be  16  pounds,  and  three- 
ighths,  24  pounds.  The  side-lights  that  they  put  in  were  still  lighter.  You  could  not 
sactly  t«ll  what  they  were,  but  they  were  not  over  five  pounds  m  weight. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  that  ? — A.  Those  side-lights  are  all  around  the  side  of 
tie  vessel. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  that  was  too  light  f — A.  I  think  it  is  too  light. 

Q.  How  thick  do  you  think  it  should  be  ?— A.  It  ought  not  to  be  less  than  8  pounda 
>r  the  side-lights. 

Q.  What  else  have  you  noticed  which  was  not  as  thick  as  you  think  it  ought  to  have 
een  f — A.  I  have  not  been  on  her  since  she  left  the  navy-yard.  None  of  the  work  is 
one  on  her  according  to  the  specifications. 

Q.  Wherein  does  it  differ! — A.  In  the  material  and  the  weight  of  the  lead.  A  man 
rorking  on  heavy  material  does  twice  the  amount  of  work  that  is  required  if  he  is 
rorking  on  light  material. 

Q.  Is  the  work  that  has  been  d  one  well  done  ?— A.  It  is  a  passable  job  of  work. 

Q.  Is  it  soldered  and  fastened  and  nailed  as  it  should  be  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see 
ny  nails.    They  might  have  put  them  In  afterward. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  finished  until  it  was  nailed,  would  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  ought  not 
0  be.    A  job  is  not  complete  without  it  is  nailed. 

Q.  Then,  your  impression  is  that  when  you  saw  it  it  was  not  finished  t— A.  No,  sir ; 
hey  were  working  on  it.  I  went  aboard  to  see  what  material  they  were  using.  Young 
Ir.  Steel  said  to  me,  **  What  is  the  matter  with  the  old  man  ?  He  must  have  been 
razy  to  put/  an  estimate  in  of  that  amount,  for  I  am  getting  just  about  one-half.^'  I 
old  him  I  did  not  know  what  my  boss's  estimate  was. 
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Philadelphia,  April  20,  1876. 
John  B.  Hoover  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Question.  At  any  time  duriug  the  process  of  removiug  materials  from  the  old  nayy- 
yard  to  League  Uland  do  you  remember  a  pile  of  old  copper,  zinc,  lead,  and  scraps  of 
oue  kind  and  another,  coutaiuiug  perhaps  brass  or  composition,  lead  pipe,  and  refoM 
stuff  of  that  character,  which  was  gathered  upaud  thrown  out,  and  then  estimated  by 
a  board  as  plumber's  stock  f  Were  you  not  on  a  board  with  a  plumber  for  that  pur- 
pose ? — Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  remember  that  matter. 

Q.  State  the  particulars  thereof  in  your  own  way. — A.  It  was  a  lot  of  old  plambiDg- 
material.  Mr.  Hartt  called  attention  to  it,  and  asked  me  about  what  I  thought  it  was 
worth,  saying  that  Mr.  Steel  was  going  to  get  it  in  part  payment,  or  sometbiDg  of  that 
kind.  I  did  not  exactly  understand  the  matter,  but  I  heard  he  was  going  to  get  it  io 
part  payment  for  some  work  done  on  monitors. 

Q.  Was  that  work  done  on  the  Quinnebaug? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  asked  me  to  place  my 
valuation  on  it. 

Q.  Did  anybody  join  you  in  making  the  valuation  of  that  material  f~A.  Yes,  air; 
Mr.  John  Coffin  and  I  valued  it. 

Q.  What  is  Coffiu'S  position  ?— A.  He  was  the  chief  plumber. 

Q.  Is  he  here  about  the  yard  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  that  material  T — A.  It  was  lying  opposite  the  store-house  on  the  pave- 
ment. 

Q.  Who  besides  you  and  the  plumber  judged  of  its  value  T — A.  I  think  Mr.  John  Da- 
vis.   He  was  foreman  of  the  iron-plating. 

Q.  Is  he  here  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  T — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  whether  he  is  in  Philadelphia? — A.  He  lives  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  all  the  material  which  was  to  go  to  Steel  had  been  gath- 
ered up  in  a  pile  before  you  made  your  survey  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Describe  the  pile  as  you  now  recall  it. — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  do  that ; 
it  consisted  of  various  things.  I  know  there  was  an  old  condemned  pump— an  old 
bilge-pump.    There  were  some  old  pipes. 

Q.  Was  that  old  battered  pipe  in  rolls? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  some  old  canopy- 
stanchions.    There  were  condemned  main  ship-pumps. 

Q.  Were  there  considerable  lead,  short  pieces  of  pipe  and  long  pieces  T — A.  I  do  not 
^  think  there  was  any  lead  in  it. 

Q.  You  said  that  there  was  battered  pipe  ? — A.  I  meant  copper  pipe. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  there  were  coils  of  lead  pipe  which  had  beeu  battered 
and  which  were  held  on  the  reels  f— A.  There  might  have,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Was  there  some  composition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  principally  old  composition. 

Q.  Old  composition  and  copper  ?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  estimate  yon  put  upon  it? — A.  I  forget. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  written  report  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  made  a  verbal  report  to  Mr.  Hartt 

Q.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  how  much  your  estimate  was. — A.  I  won't  be  po<i* 
tive,  but  I  think  it  was  $200, 

Q.  You  did  not  weigh  that  material,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir;  we  just  lumped  it  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  the  estimate  was  $600  ? — A.  I  won't  say  positively  about  that;  I 
forget. 

Q.  Was  there  any  pig-metal  in  it  of  any  kind  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  none  that  I  saw. 

Q.  How  large  a  pile  of  it  was  there  f — A.  It  was  probably  a  pile  about  ri  or  9  feet 
long,  2^  or  3  feet  wide,  and  about  15  or  16  inches  high. 

Q.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  small  stuff  in  it  t — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  these  old  canopy- 
stanchions,  and  one  thing  and  another  of  the  monitors,  together  with  pipe  and  these 
pumps. 
I  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  anything  else  was  added  to  that  pile  after  yoo  made 

your  survey  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  another  lot  that  we  estimated  oq. 

Q.  What  was  the  second  lot  f — A.  Principally  the  same  thing,  old  metal. 

Q.  Where  was  that  ? — A.  That  was  in  a  room  in  the  store-house. 

Q.  What  did  it  consist  of  f — A.  Various  things ;  old  canopies  and  one  thing  wd 
another — miscellaneous  material. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  most  of  it  was  old  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  a  pile  was  that  ?— A.  It  ran  about  the  same  size  as  the  other. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  you  called  that  worth  ?— A.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pig-metal  of  any  kind  in  that  pile  f — A.  No,  sir. 


J 


Q.  No  zinc  or  lead  in  pigs  f— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  No  tin  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  thinh 


think  the  estimate  is  in  the  constructor's  office.    Mr.  Hartt 
merely  asked  us  to  go  and  appraise  it,  and  report  to  him  what  it  was  worth. 

Q.  Had  you  any  particular  knowledge  of  that  kind  of  metal  which  would  enable  yoo 
to  judge  of  its  \a\ue^ — k.  \  \ticvvut«i^  ^Ja^wt  ^Uat  the  old  metal  was  bringing. 
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Q.  Could  joa  judge  of  the  weight  of  such  a  pile  as  that  ?— A.  I  could  only  approxi- 
mate. 

Q.  There  was  enough  to  load  four  or  five  wagons  in  both  lots,  was  there  not  ? — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  do  not  think  tnere  were  over  two  wagon-loads. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  removed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  it  while  it  was  there  in  the  shop  T— A.  The  store-clerk  for  con- 
struction. 

Q.  Who  was  he  t — A.  His  name  was  Boyd. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  all  the  metal  which  went  to  Steel  from  the  yard  was  in 
those  piles  f — ^A.  That  is  all  I  know  about. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Steel  had  any  other  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  did  not  have  any  other  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Would  you  have  been  likely  to  have  known  it  if  he  had  ? — A.  The  only  way  I 
would  have  been  likely  to  know  it  would  have  been  by  being  called  to  estimate. 

Q.  But  if  he  put  a  few  tons  in  it,  picked  up  afterward,  you  would  not  have  known 
it  f — A.  Not  unless  I  had  been  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Somebody  ought  to  know  about  that.  Now  what  person  did  know  precisely  the 
goods  that  he  aid  remote  f — ^A.  The  store-keeper  would  know  that ;  he  was  supposed  to 
look  out  for  that. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  think  there  would  have  l)een  more  than  two 
two-horse  loads  of  these  two  piles  of  copper,  composition,  aud  lead  ? — A.  I  should  not 
think  so. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  understand  what  copper,  composition,  lead,  and  zinc  are  worth,  do 
you  not  ? — A.  I  iuquired  at  that  time.  Old  metal  at  that  time  was  bringing  about  16 
or  17  cents  a  pound. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  take  some  man  to  weigh  it  ? — A.  Because  I  had  no  authority  to 
weigh  it.    Mr.  Hartt  told  me  to  estimate  it  as  it  lay.    I  did  as  he  told  me. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  was  a  proper  way  to  estimate  it  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  but  I 
did  as  I  was  ordered. 

Q.  If  he  had  ordered  you  to  give  it  to  Steele,  would  you  have  allowed  him  to  put  it  in 
the  carts  without  reporting  that  fact  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  report  that  transaction  to  the  commodore  of  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
reported  to  Mr.  Hartt. 

Q.  And  to  nobody  else f— A.  No,  sir;  because  I  had  no  authority  to  report  to  any- 
body else. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  was  a  proper  way  for  you  to  do,  yon  being  an  officer  of  the 
Government  f  You  have  already  stated  that  you  did  not* think  it  was  proper  to  esti- 
mate it  to  get  at  its  value. — A.  No,  sir.  I  suggested  once  to  weigh  it,  and  Mr.  Hartt 
said :  ^^  Lump  it  as  it  is ;  appraise  it  as  it  stands." 

Q.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  report  to  the  commodore  uf  the  yard  if  things  went  con- 
trary to  the  manner  in  which  they  should  go? — A.  No,  sir;  it  would  have  been  Mr. 
Hartt's  duty  to  do  that. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Hartt  should  tell  you  to  let  a  man  have  200  ship-knees  for  a  dollar  apiece, 
you  would  do  it,  I  suppose,  without  reporting  it  to  the  commodore  ? — A.  I  would  have 
to  do  it. 

Q.  Would  you  do  it  without  reporting  it  to  the  commodore  ? — A.  Undoubtedly  I 
would. 

Q.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  there  was  some  of  this  lead  pipe  on  reels? — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  did  not  say  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  How  many  copper  or  composition  pumps  were  there?— A.  I  think  there  were 
two. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  were  more  than  two?— A.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
right,  that  was  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pig  tin  or  copper  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  in 
the  pile. 

Q.  Would  not  the  material  which  you  have  estimated  have  made  a  pretty  good 
load  ? — A.  It  was  not  compWt  in  the  heap. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  about  as  much  as  yon  could  get  into  one  of  the  carts,  such  as 
truckmen  use  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  as  much  metal  as  two  horses  would  haul?- A.  I  hardly  think  so. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  load  should  you  think  it  would  be  ? — A.  I  should  judge,  probably, 
1,100  pounds  or  1,200  pounds,  or  somewhere  along  there. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  in  both  piles  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  in  each  pile. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  And  the  most  of  it,  I  understand  you  to  say,  was  composition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Are  you  sure  that  you  did  not  see  any  coils  of  lead  pipe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir :  I  am  very 
sure  of  that ;  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  in  it,  to  my  knowledge. 


By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  man;  do  j-on  thiok  were  banlecl  ilawn  here  to  Laagae  Islaad  F— A.  Ther« 
v-ere  s«  maQj  of  tbera  that  I  could  not  form  ao;  idea. 

Q.  Were  there  as  man;  as  a  hundred  f— A.  O,  ves;  there  was  more  thnn  that,  I  think: 

Q.  TwohuD<ImU— A.  In  that  noighhorh^o.l.  I  should  julge;!  sboiilil  think  tberv 
were  probably  100  or  150  piled  op. 
By  Mr.  Harrik: 

Q.  Do  ;oii  know  that  McKay  hauled  the  hish  pile  that  was  piled  Gpr  thnt  is.  do  yr^ 
know  that  he  hauled  to  bis  own  premises  oaT;  tbe  pile  that  ba  bought  I — \.  Taat  i  = 
■11. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  fact !— A.  I  was  there  and  saw  them  when  tbay  were  baule  • 
away.  Tbe  only  tbiog  that  be  hanle<l  was  a  lot  of  old  knees.  When  ibey  tore  tta 
Nebraska  up  there  were  a  lot  of  old  koees.  You  can  see  tbeni  on  Qu^en  street  do^h 
We  had  orders  to  pve  them  away  to  any  poor  people  for  chips  wb«a  wo  were  teario  j 
np  the  Nebraska;  they  were  good  for  nothing. 


By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Are  yoa  sore  that  all  of  those  knees  that  were  worked  out  were  boreil  f— A.    J^ 
guess  pretty  macfa  all.  _ 

Q.  Do  yon  think  they  were  all  bored  f— A.  I  think  there  wereooe  or  two  there  wbicK*- 

Q.  Were  not  those  one  or  two  good  knefts  f— A.  They  would  not  have  been  fit  for  onr" 
work ;  the  knees  are  ratten  now. 
By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  mocb  do  you  think  the  pile  of  knees  were  worth  T— A.  If  there  was  an;  de- 
mand for  them,  they  oueht  to  be  worth  a  couple  of  tbonsand  dollars,  and  probably  mtHV 
if  there  was  a  demand  mr  kneua. 

Q.  Were  they  sood  kneesT — A.  I  uuderstood  from  tbe  couirusdore  tliey  were  con- 
demaed  knees.  The  commodore  told  me  tb:iC  was  a  pile  of  cDuilemuHd  knees  oidered 
to  be  burned.  It  appears  that  there  was  a  snrvey  on  them  before  I  came  here,  which  I 
did  Dot  know  anything  about.  One  day  we  were  Roing  down,  ajid  be  remarked  that 
there  was  a  pileofkuees  condemned  audoTilered  to  bebnnied.    He  says,  "Wo  are  fcoing 
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Q.  They  were  annouDced  as  condemned  knees ?^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  impres- 
sion at  the  time. 

Mr.  Harkis.  It  seems  to  me  somebody  ought  to  have  known  whether  they  were  con- 
demned knees  or  not. 

The  Witness.  I  found  out  afterward,  by  one  of  the  quartermen,  that  they  had  been 
selected  out  of  the  condemned  knees  which  had  been  burned.  Tlie  knees  were,  how- 
ever, sold  then. 

Q.  Yon  say  they  would  be  worth  $2,000  or  more,  if  anybody  bad  a  use  for  them. 
Knees  always  have  a  market-value,  have  they  not  ? — A.  No,  sir;  they  fluctuate ;  it  de- 
pends altogether  on  the  demand  for  them  outside. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  those  knees  would  have  brought  at  a  fair  auction,  with  every- 
body understanding  that  they  had  been  selected  from  the  remnants  of  the  knees  of  the 
yard  as  knees  worth  preserving? — A.  I  think  they  would  have  brought  about  $1 
apiece. 

Q.  Would  they  not  have  brought  more  than  thatf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they 
would. 

Q.  How  many  were  there! — A.  I  should  ji  d^e  th&t  there  was  in  the  neighborhood  of 
about  500  knees,  or  somewhere  along  there. 


Philadelphia,  April  10,  1876. 
W^iLLiAM  J.  Vaughan  sworu  and  esamiucd. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  occuiiatiou  ? — Auswer.  Laborer. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A.  708  Tasker  street.  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Have  you  been  employed  in  the  navy-yard  at  any  time  f— A.  I  worked  in  the  navy- 
yard  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  ? — ^A.  As  laborer. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  in  the  yard  during  the  time  of  its  removal  ? — A.  No,  sir;  not 
directly  for  the  Government.    I  worked  on  the  ship  Quinuebang. 

Q,  Who  employed  you  f — A.  Mr.  Steele. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  t — A.  Laboring. 

Q.  Was  that  while  the  material  was  being  removed  from  the  yard  f— A.  Yes,  sir  f 
part  of  the  time  it  was. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  Mr.  McKay  and  Mr.  Rice  and  others  were  removing 
the  materiaJ  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  clearing  out  and  removing. 

Q.  During  the  time  you  were  employed  there,  did  you  know  of  anything  being  re- 
moved from  the  yard  unlawfully  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  positively  as  to  that. 

Q.  Why  are  you  not  positive  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to  answer  that  question,  for  this 
reason :  It  would  only  hurt  me  outside,  and  I  have  my  liviog  to  make,  and  it  would 
not  do.  Any  talk  might  kill  me,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  do  not  like  to  answer  too  many 
questions.    I  may  be  right  and  I  may  be  wrong. 

Q«  If  you  know  of  any  wrong,  I  want  you  to  state  it.— A.  What  I  saw  I  had  an  idea 
was  wrong. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  that  yon  thought  was  wroug  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  saw  a  great 
many  things  there. 

Q.  State  one. — A.  I  would  not  care  much  about  answering  that  question. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  takiug  property  out  of  the  navy-yard  who  h«id  no  right 
to  ? — A.  I  have  my  ideas  about  those  things,  but  I  would  not  care  about  answering 
them  all. 

Q.  Did  you  take  anything  out  of  there  you  had  no  right  to  ?— A.  Not  by  my  own  / 
consent. 

Q.  Who  were  you  employed  by  ?— A.  Mr.  Steele. 

Q.  Was  anything  taken  from  the  yard  by  Mr.  Steele  or  his  men  that  he  had  not  a 
right  to  ?— A.  If  I  auswer  too  many  questkuis  I  will  get  myself  into  trouble,  and  I  have 
my  liviug  to  make  outside. 

*Q.  You  are  to  tell  the  truth,  and  you  are  now  either  covering  entire  ignorance,  or 
else  it  is  evident  that  you  yourself  have  been  guilty  and  do  not  want  to  own  it. — A. 
Of  coui*se,  if  I  have  to  do  anything  for  a  man  it  does  not  make  me  guilty. 

Q.  If  you  knew  that  your  employer  was  stealing  property  from  the  yard  and  you 
helped  him,  there  is  no  excuse  for  you.  But  the  question  is  put  to  you  whether  Mr. 
♦Steele,  or  any  man  in  his  employ,  removed  x^roperty  from  the  navy-yard  to  which  ho 
Lad  no  right. — A.  I  think  there  were  a  great  many  things  removed  from  there  that 
was  not  right. 

Q.  That  is  not  my  question.  The  question  is  whether  he  or  bis  men  took  from  the 
yard  property  to  which  he  had  no  right.  What  property  did  he  take  aud  put  on  board 
that  vessel  ?— A.  Hawse-pipes  went  on  her.    They  \fete  \ea<i. 
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Q.  Did  Mr.  Steele  do  the  plainbiDg-job  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  worked  for  him,  and 
that  is  the  reason  I  do  not  like  to  answer  the  questions.  I  could  answer  them,  I  gap- 
pose,  but  I  am  embarrassed. 

Q.  Have  yon  talked  to  anybody  about  it  ? — A.  I  have  talked  to  nobody  about  it.  It 
was  understood  that  I  talked  to  other  people/  and  that  is  the  reason  I  was  broogbt 
here ;  but  I  did  not.  When  I  was  here  yesterday  I  went  away  on  that  accoant  Mr. 
Steele  was  here  yesterday,  and  he  is  out  there  now. 

Q.  Does  it  embarrass  you  to  tell  the  truth  f — A.  I  go  in  for  telling  the  truth.  That 
is  my  doctrine. 

Q.  Well,  state  now  what  was  carried  on  board  the  Qninnebaug. — A.  Hawse-pipei 
went  on  board  of  her. 

IQ.  Is  that  all  that  was  carried  on  board  of  her  T — A.  Do  you  mean  the  stuff  that  we 
took  on  board  of  her  f    We  took  work  of  our  own  on  board  of  her — such  as  the  air-port 
lines.    That  was  our  own  material. 
Q.  I  do  not  care  about  that.    I  understand  that.    Mr.  Steele  was  to  do  the  plambisg 
and  find  the  material,  was  he  f — A.  I  do  not  know  what  his  contract  was. 
Q.  But  he  did  furnish  a  large  part  of  the  material  for  that  job  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  took  it  irom  his  own  snop  or  premises,  did  he  f    If  he  did  not,  what  didh« 
take  from  the  navy-yard  f — A.  We  took  two  hawse-pipes  out  of  the  plumbers'  shop  in 
the  yard  and  put  them  aboard. 

Q.  Whose  property  were  they  f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  bought  by  Mr. 
Steele  or  not;  but  I  know  it  was  taken  from  the  plumbers'  shop  and  put  aboard  the 
ship ;  could  not  take  my  oath  that  he  did  not  pay  for  them,  but  I  can  have  my  own 
ideas. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  these  pipes  were  made  T — A.  They  were  made  at  the  plumb- 
ers' shop  in  the  navy-yard. 
Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  By  Government  men. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  work  donef — A.  No;  but  I  handled  the  work  after  it  was  done. 
Q.  All  you  know  about  it  is  that  they  were  taken  from  the  plumbers'  shop  in  the 
yard  and  put  on  board  the  vessel  f — A.  Ves,  sir. 
Q.  And  put  in  place  by  Mr.  Steele  and  his  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  else  did  you  see  taken  from  the  navy-yard  and  put  on  that  vessel  by  Mr. 
Steele  or  his  men  ? — A.  We  put  pump-pipes  aboard  which  were  made  of  copper. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  where  did  that  come  from  f — A.  There  were  three  moviDgs 
in  that,  I  think.    That  was  bought  with  a  lot  of  scrap-copper  from  the  yard. 
Q.  Who  bought  it  t— A.  Mr.  Steele. 

Q.  How  large  were  those  pump-pipes? — A.  They  were  four  or  five  inch  pipes,  I 
think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  they  were  taken  from  ? — A.  They  were  taken  out  of  No.  3 
cellar. 
Q.  Who  took  them  out  ? — A.  I  helped  take  them  out. 
Q.  Were  they  carried  to  your  shop  t — A.  We  hauled  them  there. 
Q.  What  was  done  to  them  there  ? — A.  We  sent  them  off  and  had  them  fixed  up. 
Q.  What  was  done  to  them  f — A.  They  were  straightened  out  and  lengtheued  a 
little.    That  was  all. 
Q.  Were  they  old  ones  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  the  pipe  been  usedf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  had.    It  looked  as  if  it  bad, 
[  |l  anyhow. 

Q.  Then  it  was  carried  back  to  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  put  on  board. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Steele  bought  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  his  business, of 
course.         • 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  he  did  not  buy  it  ? — A.  I  suppose  that  ho 
bought  it  when  he  bought  the  scrap-copper. 
Q.  Do  you  believe  it  ?    Do  not  you  know  that  it  was  stolen  out  of  that  building 
li  without  the  Government  officers  knowins;  anything  about  it  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to 

say  that  it  was  stolen,  because  if  I  said  that  i  would  be  oue  of  the  thieves,  too. 

Q.  That  is  all  the  reason,  is  it  not,  why  you  object  to  saying  that  it  was  stolen  t— 
A.  If  I  handled  it,  of  course  that  would  im^^icate  me. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  there  and  take  some  five-innih  copper  pipe  out  of  one  of  those  baild-    . 
ings  without  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  ? — A.  I  went  there  and  took  the 
copper  out  by  Mr.  Steele's  orders. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  f — A.  I  do  not  care  about  mentioning  that  man's  name.   The 
man  works  for  Steele  now,  and  I  am  satisfied  if  you  call  him  he  will  contradict  me. 
Q.  Who  was  that  man  ?— A.  Joe  Brown. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ?— A.  Down  in  Catherine  street ;  he  works  for  Steele  now,  at 
806  Swanson  street. 
Q.  How  was  it  carried  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  In  wagons. 
Q.  How  many  pieces  were  there  ?— A.  There  were  two  lengths  of  that  pipe. 
Q.  Was  it  taken  out  lu  ttie  day  or  the  night  ?«-A.  In  the  day-time. 
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Q.  Did  you  carry  it  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  No ;  I  bad  to  get  a  pass  to  take  it  out  iu 
the  wa^ou. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  the  pass  from  t — A.  I  did  not  get  it.    Mr.  Steele  got  it. 

Q.  Who  did  he  get  it  from  f — A.  I  suppose  from  Mr.  Hartt  or  Mr.  Hoover. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  Mr.  Hartt  or  Mr.  Hoover  knew  that  this  copper  pipe  was  being 
taken  f — A.  I  do  not  know  why  they  should  not  know  it.  They  ougnt  to  Know  if  they 
did  not.    I  could  not  say  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  Was  it  taken  slyly,  as  if  they  did  not  intend  anybody  to  see  it  taken  ? — A.  It 
looked  that  way. 

Q.  W^hat  was  said  to  you  by  Mr.  Steele  about  it  * — A.  He  did  not  say  anything  to 
me  at  all. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  to  go  and  get  it  t — A.  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  went  down  to  the 
cellar  and  threw  it  up  and  picked  it  up. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Steele  there  f — A.  He  was  there  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  Then  it  was  at  a  time  that  he  had  been  buying  some  old  copper  and  scrap  f — A. 
That  is  the  time. 

Q.  And  he  took  these  pieces  of  pipe  and  threw  them  into  the  scrap-heap  ? — A.  Yes ; 
it  had  a  condemned  marK  on  it ;  condemned  pipe. 

Q.  And  you  thought  that  was  not  intended  to  go  into  the  scrap  ? — A.  I  had  no  right 
to  think. 

Q.  It  was  taken  out,  repaired,  and  brought  back,  and  you  put  it  on  board  the  ship 
Qninnebaug  as  pump-pipe  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  mase  good  workf — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  As  good  as  new  f — A.  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not.  It  was  copper  pipe.  Noth- 
ing came  to  it  but  bilge- water. 

Q.  Was  any  of  that  copper  that  you  bought  weighed  in  the  yard  ? — A.  No,  it  was 
not  weighed  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  weighed  anywhere  ? — A.  I  suppose  it  was  weighed 
when  Mr.  Steele  took  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  bought  it  by  the  lump  or  by  the  pound  f— A.  That  I 
could  not  say. 

Q ,  Do  you  know  it  was  ^ot  weighed  f — A.  It  was  not  weighed  in  the  navy-yard,  to 
my  knowledge ;  not  by  us,  anyhow.    We  handled  it  last. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  iu  the  wagons  when  taken  outf — A.  No,  sir;  I  know  that. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  it  7 — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Give  ns  some  idea  of  how  many  loads  there  were. — A.  I  should  Judge  about  two 
loads  of  scrap-copper. 

Q.  How  large  loads  were  they ;  one  or  two  horse  teams  ? — A.  Two-horse  teams. 

Q.  And  on  those  two  loads  went  this  pipe  ? — A.  It  all  went  in  together. 

Q.  Was  that  pipe  covered  up  when  it  went  out  of  the  yard  f — A.  It  was  picked  up 
and  chucked  into  the  wagon. 

Q.  Was  it  covered  with  other  copper? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was.  I  would  not  say 
certainly  that  it  was  covered  up. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  Mr.  Steele's  employ  T — A.  I  have  been  out  of  his  employ  for 
about  three  months. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  him  f — A.  I  did  not  leave  him ;  he  laid  me  off.  There  was 
nothing  to  do ;  it  is  a  polite  way  of  discharging  a  man. 

Q.  Had  you  any  difficulty  with  Mr.  Steele  at  any  time  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  Ul-feeling  toward  him  ? — A.  I  have  none  toward  him. 

Q.  Has  he  toward  you? — A.  It  appears  to  look  that  way. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  difficulty  ? — A.  All  about  this  affair. 

Q.  And  yet  you  have  not  told  anybody  about  it  f — A.  I  have  not  told  anybody  except 
what  I  have  told  here.  I  know  there  have  been  parties  trying  to  get  it,  but  they 
could  not  get  it  out  of  me.    Somebody  has  got  it  from  somewhere. 

Q.  And  you  were  discharged  three  months  ago  on  account  of  this  ? — A.  No ;  I  do  not 
mean  that.    I  was  laid  off  three  months  a^o  because  he  had  no  work. 

Q.  Do  you  think  Steele  has  some  suspiciou  of  you? — A.  He  has  suspicions  since  this 
affair  commenced,  because  he  tells  me  that  I  have  been  spying  around,  and  I  have  told 
him  that  I  have  not. 

Q.  Then  you  have  talked  with  him,  have  you  ? — A.  I  talked  with  him  yesterday. 
That  is  the  reason  I  left.  He  tells  me  that  I  have  been  blowing  around  about  this 
affair,  and  what  I  knew. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  particular  thing  you  had  been  blowing  round  about  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  have  had  a  conversation  with  him  within  a  few  days,  in  which  you 
have  learned  that  he  thinks  you  have  been  telling  some  stories  about  him  7 — ^A.  He 
thinks  I  have  been  talking  about  this  affair  to  Mr.  Saudgran.  I  have  not  been  talking 
to  him  at  all. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  see  taken  out  of  the  yard  that  yow  IIlvclVl^^c^  *YCK\it«^«€v^ 
taken  7 — A.  There  was  a  Jot  of  old  composition  1  do  liot  WiVvvVl  NR«i»  ^«k\N.\si».\.^^^N^^»» 


•  <1 


368  NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 

Q.  Where  was  that  composition  f — A.  It  was  io  store-hoase  No.  3,  up  ataire. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  it  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  the  wei>;ht  of  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  hulk  of  it ;  how  many  loads  were  there  f — A.  About  two  loads,  I 
ahould  judge. 

Q.  what  was  done  with  it  f — A.  It  was  put  down  on  the  pavement  of  the  yard,  piled 
up. 

Q.  Was  it  thrown  out  of  the  story? — A.  We  lowered  it  down  and  piled  it  np  on  the 
pavement,  and  left  it  there  until  it  was  supposed  to  be  surveyed,  and  we  took  it  oat 

Q.  Did  you  take  it  out  by  carts  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  two  two-horse  loads  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  that  go  ? — A.  To  our  shop. 

Q.  Was  it  surveyed  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  supposed  to  be  surveyed  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  as  it  went  out  of  the  yard  ? — A.  We  did  not  weigh  it. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  put  it  on  the  wagon  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  wagons  went  to  the  scales  ? — A.  I  know  that  it  did 
not. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  Because  I  was  on  them  myself,  and  went  to  the  shop  on  them. 

2.  Were  there  any  scales  in  the  navy-yard  at  that  time  f — A.  O,  yes ;  there  were  big 
ee  down  in  the  yard. 
Q.  They  had  not  been  torn  up  then  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  went  directly  to  your  shopf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  on  the  load. 
Q.  Was  it  weighed  after  it  reached  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  weighed  it. 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  there  was  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect. 
Q.  Did  you  weigh  both  loads  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  aud  then  he  sold  it  again. 
Q.  Who  bought  it  ? — A.  I  think  Purves  &  Co.  bought  that,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right. 
Q.  What  else  did  you  see  taken  from  the  yard  ? — A.  A  lot  of  old  piimps  went  oat. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Were  they  copper  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  composition. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  many  were  there  ? — A.  I  should  judge  about  ten. 

Q.  Where  were  they  taken  from  f — A.  Out  of  the  cellars  and  out  of  the  store-house. 

Q.  How  were  they  carried  out  ? — A.  In  the  wagon. 

Q.  Were  they  separate  from  the  other  lots  that  you  have  mentioned  T — A.  They  were 
taken  out  for  old  composition. 

Q.  You  have  mentioned  now  two  loads  of  old  copper  aud  two  loads  of  composition. 
Did  the  pumps  go  with  either  of  the  other  lots  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  went  with  another 
lot,  and  a  lot  more  of  composition  with  them. 

Q.  How  many  loads  was  that  ?~A.  I  think  there  were  two  loads  of  that,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken  ;  one  bi^  load,  anyhow. 

Q.  Was  that  weighed  in  the  yard  f — A.  Not  by  us. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  in  the  yard,  so  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
their  people  weighed  it  or  not ;  we  did  not  weigh  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  had  been  weighed  before  you  took  it  ?— A.  It  was 
not  weighed  before  we  took  it,  or  by  us. 

Q.  Could  it  have  been  weighed  and  you  not  know  it  ? — A.  I  suppose  it  might  iu  the 
times  gone  by.  When  they  had  been  taking  an  inventory,  or  something  Tike  that, 
they  may  have  weighed  this  stuff  aud  thrown  it  to  one  side. 

Q.  Could  the  exact  lots  which  you  carried  out  have  been  weighed  and  you  not  know 
it  f  I  mean  those  in  the  cellar. — A.  Some  were  iu  the  collar  aud  some  were  ap- 
stairs. 

Q.  And  you  threw  them  out  and  loaded  them  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  it  have  been  weighed  after  you  threw  it  down  without  your  knowing  it ' 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  pick  it  out  from  among  the  other  stuflf  in  the  yard  ?— A.  We  picked 
it  out  lying  all  around  everywhere  aud  brought  it  together  iu  a  pile. 

Q.  And  it  was  not  weighed  in  that  pile  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  put  on  to  your  wagons  and  carried  out  and  not  weighed  until  it  got 
to  your  store,  and  there  you  weighed  it  yourself  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  so. 

Q.  Who  was  the  weight  given  to  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  there  any  olncer  of  the  United  States  at  your  store  to  weigh  that  or  to  see  t 
weighed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anv  clerk  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  ^ou  give  the  weight  to  anybody  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

i^.  Who  weighed  it  ?— A.  I  helped  to  weigh  it. 

■Q.  Who  w.as  t\xe  man  ^\io  ma^^  \.\i^^^\\x^^*.— A.  Mr.  Steele's  clerk. 
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Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  William  Overbeck. 

Q.  He  weighed  all  the  six  loads,  did  he^uot,  as  far  as  you  kuow  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  material  did  you  see  talleu  out  f  Was  there  any  lead  taken  out  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  the  particulars  of  that  takiug.  How  mauy  loads  did  you  take  out  ? — A.  I 
do  not  know  how  many  loads  we  took. 

Q.  What  kind  of  lead  was  it  f — A.  Old  scrap-lead.  There  were  not  over  two  loads. 
I  think  there  were  two  loads. 

Q.  Where  was  that  weighed  f — A.  Nowhere,  to  my  knowledge,  except  at  the  shop. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  at  the  shop  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  took  the  account  of  that  f — A.  The  clerk,  Mr.  Overbeck. 

Q.  Was  there  any  new  lead  in  that,  or  lead  pipe,  or  sheet-lead  ?^A.  It  was  not  brand 
new. 

Q.  Had  it  ever  been  used  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  thiuk  there  was  some  pipe  there  that  had 
never  been  used. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  it  ? — A.  Yes,  I  know  it. 

Q.  How  mnch  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  How  mnch  should  you  think,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  f  Wefe  thev  coils  or 
only  pieces f — A.  It  seems  to  me  we  got  two  whole  coils  out  of  there;  peruaps  not 
quite  whole  ones,  and  I  got  some  pieces  about  eight  feet  long. 

Q.  What  size  were  they  T— A.  I  forget.    I  think  it  was  two-inch,  some  of  it. 

Q.  How  thick  was  it  ?— A.  1  do  not  know  the  thickness  of  the  lead. 

Q.  Can  yon  judge  whether  it  is  thick  lead,  plumbers'  pipe,  or  whether  it  was  thin  f — 
A.  It  was  all  plumbers'  pipe. 

Q.  Was  there  any  sheet-lead  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  think  there  was.  I  do  not  remember 
it  at  any  rate. 

Q.  Have  yon  stated  all  the  lead  that  was  taken  out  of  the  yard  that  you  remember  f 
—A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  the  copper  f — A.  I  guess  so. 

Q.  All  the  composition  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  thiuk  I  have  told  you  as  to  all  the  old  stuff. 

Q.  What  new  stnft'  was  taken  out  by  your  people  of  any  kind  ? — A.  There  was  none 
taken  out  that  was  called  new. 

Q.  Have  you  now  mentioned  all  that  was  taken  out  7 — A.  I  think  I  have  answered 
the  inquiry. 

Q.  Have  yon  stated  all  the  copper,  lead,  and  composition  that  was  taken  out  of  the 
yard  by  Mr.  Steele  or  his  men  ? — A.  I  have  told  you  all  the  old  stuff. 

Q.  Now  state  as  to  all  the  new  stuff. — A.  All  the  new  stuff  was  taken  with  the  old.  I 
have  told  you  that  they  took  out  composition  aud  copper  and  lead. 

Q.  Have  you  told  us  all  about  the  copper,  lead,  aud  composition  that  was  taken  out  f 
—A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  t9ld  all  the  copper  aud  all  the  scrap  and  all  the  lead  that  was 
taken  out. 

Q.  And  do  you  say  that  there  was  no  other  taken  out  that  you  have  not  told  about, 
of  the  old  stuff? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  told  you  all. 

Q.  Now  I  want  to  call  your  attentiou  to  the  new  stuff. — A.  There  was  no  new  stuff 
that  went  out. 

Q.  Have  you  told  us  everything  that  was  taken  out  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  state  it  at  once.  State  everything  that  was  taken  out  by  Mr.  Steele  or  his 
men,  no  matter  what  it  was.  Was  there  any  iron,  ziuc,  tin,  or  any  kind  of  metal  or 
material  ? — A.  There  was  a  lot  of  zinc  that  went  out.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
call  it  zinc  or  what  it  was. 

Q.  Was  it  in  pigs? — A.  No,  blocks.    It  was  stuff  that  galvanizers  used. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  it  ?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  many  loads  were  there  of  it  ?— A.  Two  or  three  loads. 

Q.  Where  was  it  weighed  f — A.  That  was  weighed  by  the  man  who  bought  it. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  by  you  or  weighed  before  it  left  the  yard  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  in  your  store  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  carried  to  your  store  or  to  Mr.  Steele's  store  ? — A.  Not  all  of  it. 

Q.  Where  was  it  carried  to  T — A.  To  Mr.  Purvis's. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  weighed! — A.  I  saw  some  of  it  weighed. 

Q.  How  many  blocks  were  there  of  it? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  were  two  loads? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  two  horse-loads 
each  of  them. 

Q.  Where  was  that  taken  from  ? — A.  Out  of  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  From  what  building  ? — A.  It  was  not  taken  from  a  building  at  all.  It  was  in  the 
yard,  about  the  center. 

Q.  Piled  up  in  a  pile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  had  been  weighed  before  }t  was  put  in  a  ^ile  Xi's  ^x^."^ 
of  the  yard  oflScers? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  Did  you  have  passes  for  taking  it  out  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  not  have  taken  it 
oat  without  a  pass. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  had  been  bought  or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  that. 

Q.  Purvis  &  Co.  got  some  of  it.    Where  did  the  rest  go  ? — A.  They  got  all  of  that 

Q.  Was  it  carried  directly  to  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  weighed  by  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  Weight  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  f — A.  I  suppose  they  took  the  weight  themselves.  They  have  a  big  scale 
and  drive  right  in  and  weigh  it  on  the  load  and  drive  out  at  the  other  end. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Steele's  clerk  attend  to  the  weighing f— A.  I  suppose  he  did;  that  is  bis 
business. 

Q.  Did  he  go  there  and  see  it  weighed  f — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  it  unloaded  ? — A.  I  saw  one  load  unloaded. 

Q  Was  he  there  then  f — A.  I  did  not  see  him. 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  the  zinc  that  you  saw  removed  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  see  removed  ?— A.  I  guess  that  is  about  all. 

Q.  It  is  not  all.  I  want  the  whole.  Was  there  any  tin  taken  away  or  solder  or 
sheet-tin  or  stufi'  of  any  kind  f  Were  there  other  things  taken  that  you  have  not  men- 
tioned ?~A.  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  Because  I  don*t. 

Q.  For  what  reason  ? — A.  I  do  not  feel  like  answering  it ;   that  is  all  there  is  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  we  have  the  power  to  compel  you  to  answer  it  t — A.  I  do  not 
know  that.  I  know  that  I  am  before  a  subcommittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  know  that  does  not  give  them  power  to  make  a  man  tell  all  he  knows.  The  laws 
of  the  courts  say  a  man  shall  not  tell  all  he  knows. 

Q.  To  criminate  himself. — A.  That  is  it  exactly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  withholding  an  answer  because  yon  fear  it  will  involve  yon  t — A.  It  is  not 
exactly  that  either.  If  you  were  in  the  same  position  that  I  aiA  I  guess  you  would  do  as 
I  do.  I  am  a  poor  man.  I  worked  for  this  man  out  here.  He  says  he  hears  I  have 
been  telling  a  good  deal.  I  have  not.  If  I  worked  for  you  and  yon  hired  me  and  gave 
me  wages,  and  you  told  me  to  do  certain  things  it  is  my  place  to  go  and  do  them,  and 
if  anything  turns  out  wrong  and  you  are  brought  up  for  it.  it  is  not  my  place  to  go 
and  say  that  I  know  this  and  that  against  you,  because  I  have  got  to  make  my  living 
when  I  go  out  of  here. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Steele,  since  he  knew  you  were  likely  to  be  a  witness  before  this  com- 
mittee, had  any  talk  with  you  about  your  testimony  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  him  yesterday  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  first  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  he  threaten  you  ? — A.  No,  he  did  not  do  that,  because  that  would  not  amount 
to  anything. 

Q.  Did  he  try  to  get  you  to  get  out  of  the  way  ? — A.  No,  sir;  if  he  had  there  is  no 
knowing  what  I  might  have  done. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  his  conversation  with  you  yesterday  f — A.  I  did  not  tali 
with  him.  I  said  I  did  not  see  how  it  was  that  I  was  brought  up  here,  for  I  did  not 
care  to  come,  in  the  first  place  He  said,  "  You  sputtered  round  to  Mr.  Sandgran.''  I 
told  him  I  did  not.  I  said,  ''  I  have  not  talked  with  Mr.  Sandgran  since  I  worked  on 
the  steamship  Pennsylvania,  of  the  American  Line.''  I  had  an  idea  sometime  a^ 
that  I  had  to  come  here.  A  man  who  is  not  on  this  side  of  the  river  worked  for  Mr. 
Steele,  as  bis  foreman.  I  went  to  see  him  the  trip  before  last  that  he  made,  and  he  f^are 
me  to  understand  I  would  be  brought  up  here.  The  next  man  I  saw  was  the  reporter 
of  the  Times ;  he  asked  me  some  questions  that  I  did  not  care  about  answering,  and  I 
did  not  answer  them. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  anything  T — A.  No  more  than  I  could  possibly  help.  He  came 
down  to  see  me,  and  brought  me  down  some  papers  and  asked  me  if  I  understood  them, 
and  asked  me  some  questions  that  I  have  been  asked  here,  only  he  asked  me  more  bnt 
I  did  not  bite. 

Q.  It  is  within  the  power  of  this  committee  to  report  you  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  put  you  under  arrest,  have  you  Iw'ought  before  the  bar  of  the  House,  and, 
if  you  still  decline  to  answer  the  questions  propounded  to  you  by  this  committee,  to 
place  you  under  arrest.  The  full  consequences  of  such  a  course  upon  yonrself  and 
family  you  ought  to  appreciate,  as  well  as  your  duty  to  the  country,  and  tell  the  tmth 
and  the  whole  truth.  You  have  declined  just  now  to  answer  a  question  which  was 
propounded  to  you  by  a  member  of  this  committee.  We  have  a  duty  to  perform  to 
the  House,  of  which  body  we  are  a  committee,  and  that  is  to  investigate  all  fronds 
and  abuses  connected  with  the  naval  service.  It  is  iu  the  discharge  of  tbat  duty  that 
we  have  propounded  to  you  the  question  which  you  have  declined  to  answer.  >'o» 
only  as  a  member  of  this  committee,  but  as  one  wishing  well  to  every  American  citi- 
zen, I  would  advm  -jow  to  «to>x\\\\\:  with  vour  duty  and  with  the  obligation  of  the 
uath  that  you  Yiave  t?i\veii. 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Are  yoa  now  willing  to  answer  the  qnestion  I  asked  yon,  whether  or  not  there 
were  other  things  taken  from  the  yard  which  you  have  not  mentioned  f — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  was  anything  else  that  went  out  of  the  yard  that  I  have  not  told  you. 
You  have  been  asking  me  about  that  copper  and  scrap  and  composition. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  that  went  out  that  you  have  not  mentioned — any  mate- 
rial of  any  kind  f— ^A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question  at  all,  because  I  do  not  know  of 
any  more. 

Q.  Can  yon  say  no  to  the  question  f — A.  I  can  say  no. 

Q.  Is  that  true  that  nothing  else  went  out  f — A.  I  won't  say  no  yet.  There  were  two 
pigs  of  tin. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Were  there  not  but  two  ? — A.  There  were  throe ;  that  was  all. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Where  were  they  taken  from  ? — A.  The  navy-yard. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  that  f — A.  It  was  taken  to  the  shop. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  it  weighed  ? — A.  In  the  shop. 

Q.  Who  took  account  of  it  t — A.  I  guess  there  was  no  account  kept  of  it  at  all ;  there 
waa  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  was  it  weighed  for  ? — A.  To  see  how  much  was  in  it. 

Q.  Who  were  present  when  it  was  weighed  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Who  else  ;  waa  the  clerk  there  ? — A.  I  think  I  weighed  that  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  give  the  weight  to  anybody  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  know  pretty  nearly  the 
weight  of  them. 

Q.  How  much  was  it  ? — A.  They  weighed  from  ST)  to  26  pounds  apiece.  One  of  them 
was  perhaps  heavier  than  that.  There  was  one  of  them  that  weighed  60  pounds.  It 
was  taken  off  a  big  pile. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  your  employer  had  not  ?iuthority  to  get  that  tin  f — A.  You 
are  hitting  me  heavy  again,  now. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  had  no  authority  ? — A.  I  know  that  he  had  not  any. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  1 — A.  We  had  no  orders  to  take  any  tin  out  of  the  cellar. 

Q.  Did  not  he  give  you  orders  to  take  it  ? — A.  He  did  not  give  me  any  orders.  He 
mieht  have  given  orders  to  Mr.  Brown,  for  all  I  know.  Wo  were  down  in  the  cellar 
looking  around  for  old  scrap-lead  aad  composition. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  And  wherever  yon  could  find  any  you  threw  it  out  f — A.  Yes,  you  are  right. 

Q.  Did  he  know  that  you  got  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  knew  it  after  you  got  it  to  the  shop,  but  he  did  not  know  it  before  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  knew  it  before,  but  I  guess  he  did. 

Q.  Were  you  told  to  take  all  the  stuff  that  you  could  find  in  the  cellar  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I 
Went  according  to  orders.    Whenever  they  said  take  anything,  I  did  it. 

Q.  Could  you  use  this  tiuf — A.  Yes;  it  was  mixed  in  with  the  lead  to  make  the 
solder. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  were  down  there,  and  were  told  to  get  all  you  could — copper,  tin,  zinO,  lead, 
and  everything  else — and  you  got  all  you  could  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  all  I  could  get  my  hands 
on. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  any  zinc  or  tin  there  ? — A.  O,  yes,  there  was  plenty  of  tin  there. 

Q.  But  you  got  enough  to  load  your  teams,  with  all  the  stuff  you  got  there  t— A. 
Ves,  sir. 

Q.  And  some  was  tin,  some  zinc,  and  some  anything  else  that  you  could  find  ? — A. 
Ves,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Was  this  tin  in  with  something  else,  or  wa«  it  by  itself  when  you  put  it  in  the 
Cart  f — A.  It  was  in  with  other  things. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  But  you  took  it  off  the  pile  ? — A.  Yefl,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  it  off  of  a  big  pile  of  tin  f — A.  I  did  not :  Mr.  Brown  did. 

Q.  Brown  took  three  pigs  of  tin  off  a  pile  of  tin  and  threw  it  in  the  scrap  and  carried 
it  to  Steele^s  store  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  take  in  the  same  way  ? — A.  I  guess  that  is  about  all  I  kcow  of, 
that  I  can  think  of. 

Q.  Was  there  any  iron  taken  by  him  ? — A.  No;  he  did  not  use  iron. 

Q.  Any  copper  f — A.  I  have  told  yon  as  to  the  copper. 
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Q.  I  meaD  bbeet  or  pig  copper? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  tbat  you  have  told  everything  tliat  you  know  of  that  was  taken  out 
of  there  by  you  or  by  M.  Steele's  men  1 — A.  I  guess  I  have  told  you  all. 

Q.  When  you  say  '"  I  guess/'  do  you  mean  that  you  have  told  all  that  you  remember? 
— A.  I  might  remember  more  if  I  had  time  to  think  over  it. 

Q.  You  nave  been  thinking  over  this  for  some  time,  have  you  not  ?— A.  I  would  not 
have  been  here  now  if  I  could  have  helped  mysejf. 

Q.  Do  you  say  now  that  you  have  told  all  that  you  can  remember  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  to  say  yes  or  no,  because  I  might  think  of  more. 

Q.  Have  you  told'all  that  you  can  rememl^r  now  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  for 
me  to  tell  you  all  I  know  without  you  ask  me  questions. 

Q.  I  have  asked  you  squarely  whether  you  have  now  told  all  that  you  know  of  ma- 
terial taken  from  that  yard  by  Mr.  Steele  or  his  men.  That  question  covers  everything. 
— A.  Yes,  I  have  told  you  all. 

Q.  All  that  you  can  remember  ? — A.  Yes,  all  that  I  can  remember  on  tbat  score.  Yoq 
ask  me  if  that  is  all  I  know  that  went  out  of  the  yard.  That  is  all.  I  have  told  yoa 
copper,  composition,  tin,  zinc,  and  lead. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Steele  or  his  men  get  into  their  possession  any  other  property  from  the 
navy-yard  than  you  have  mentioned  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Did  any  go  on  board  the  Quinnebaug  ?— A.  I  have  told  you  all  that  went  onboard 
of  her,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  anything  taken  from  any  vessels  in  the  navy-yard  or  in  the  docks,  or  any- 
where else  about  or  around  the  navy-yard? — A.  The  line  was  put  into  the  hawse-pipe 
and  did  not  fit.    It  was  taken  out ;  that  fell  to  us. 

Q.  That  is,  the  hawse-pipes  that  were  taken  to  be  put  on  board  the  Qn ennebang 
were  put  in  and  found  to  be  too  small.  They  were  condemned,  taken  out,  and  carried 
out  of  the  yard,  were  they  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  new  ones  furnished  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  furnished  them  1 — A.  I  believe  we  furnished  half  of  them,  which  would  be 
two,  and  I  think  the  other  two,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  were  made  in  the  yard 
the  same  as  the  others  were  made. 

Q.  Who  by  f — A.  By  us,  in  the  plumber's  shop  in  the  yard. 

Q.  Who  furnished  the  material  f— A.  The  Government. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  I  am  sure  of  that,  because  the  stuff  laid  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  bought  of  the  Government  by  your  employeror 
whether  be  took  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  bought. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  by  him  when  he  took  it  to  use  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  the  mas- 
ter plumber's  clerk  did  weigh  those  hawse-pipes. 

Q.  But  the  other  hawse-pipe  was  taken  out,  you  say  ? — A.  Yes,  that  was  condemned ; 
all  mashed  up  and  taken  out.    We  fell  heir  to  that. 

Q.  How  much  would  they  have  weighed  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly. 

Q.  Cannot  you  form  some  idea  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  answered  as  to  all  the  material,  of  all 
kinds,  that  has  been  taken  from  the  navy-yard  to  Mr.  Steele's  shop  or  to  any  other 
place  ? — A.  You  do;  I  have  told  you  all  that  was  taken. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  was  this  stuff  removed  ? — A.  It  was  during  the  winter. 

Q.  Was  it  the  tirst  or  middle  of  December,  or  when  ? — A.  It  was  before  the  Ist  of 
December,  I  think ;  although  I  could  not  say  positively. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anybody  in  his  employ  who  has  removed  any  sort  of  material 
except  what  you  have  named  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  done  so  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  srated  all  that  has  beeu  removed  ? — A.  I  have  told  you  all  that  has  been 
removed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  withholding  anything  from  this  committee? — A.  I  am  not  «rithholdiug 
anything  that  the  committee  has  asked  me.  I  have  answered  all  questions  they  have 
asked  me. 

Q.  Do  ^ou  know  nothing  more  that  would  show  any  fraud  or  abuse  or  wrong  or 
stealing  in  and  about  the  navy-yard  f — A.  That  is  another  question.  I  cannot  very 
well  answer  that  question  without  seeing  the  specitications  of  the  Quinnebaug.  I 
could  then  tell  what  is  on  my  mind  as  to  whether  I  was  right  or  not.  I  saw  the  plans 
and  the  specifications  the  other  day,  but  I  am  not  a  very  good  scholar  myself. 

Q.  You  saw  the  specifications  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Sandgran  f— A.'  I  did  not  see 
them  in  his  hands.  I  saw  them  in  the  hands  of  the  reporter  of  the  Times.  He  bronght 
them  down  to  my  house  to  show  them  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Steele's  contract  f— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  t\ial  ^U.  ^t^^U  Uvvd  a  different  contract  f— A.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  contract  caUa  lot. 
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Q.  Did  you  know  that  he  had  a  difierent  contract  from  Mr.  Sandgran  ? — A.  He  must 
have  had  a  diiferent  coutract. 

Q.  And  if  he  had  a  different  contract,  would  j  ou  not  need  them  both  to  see  if  there 
was  anything  wrong!— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  f — A.  If  I  saw  Mr.  Sandgran's  I  would  know  what  kind  of  material  he 
worked  for. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Steele  hatl  a  contract,  under  which  he  worked,  which  was  entirely  differ- 
ent from  Mr.  Sandgran's,  would  not  you  want  his,  too  ? — A.  That  might  be. 

Q.'  Would  you  know  whether  Mr.  Steele  did  the  work  according  to  Sandgran's  con- 
tract?—A.  According  to  the  paper,  Sandgran's  bid  was  for  heavier  material ;  but  I 
want  to  find  out  whether  the  material  called  for  by  the  contract  was  to  be  new  or  old. 

Q.  Assume  that  it  was  to  be  new  all  through  in  both  contracts  ? — A.  I  want  to 
see  that  contract  first. 


Naval  Constructor's  Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  Jslandj  Pa,,  April  22,  1876. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  congressional  investigating 
committee,  I  herewith  submit  the  following  information  rerative  to  the  amount  of 
plumbing  material  delivered  to  W.  Fleet  Steele,  contractor,  for  plumbing- work  on  the 
United  States  steamer  Quinnebaug,  per  Bureau's  order  dated  August  11, 1875 : 

August  21,  1875,  lot  of  plumbing  material $50  00 

September  4,  1875,  lot  of  plumbing  material 50  00 

November  8,  1875,  lot  of  plumbing  material 2,000  00 

November  18,  1875,  lot  of  plumbing  material 200  00 

Total 2,300  00 

No  purchases  other  than  the  above  appear  upon  the  books  as  having  been  made  by 
Mr.  Steele  from  this  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

Xaval  Constructor f  U,  S,  N. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Savy-Yard,  League  Island^  Pa. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne,  chairman  of  Naval  Committee. 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Captaiiif  Commandant. 


Philadelphia,  April  21, 1876. 
Henry  B.  Tatham  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? — Answer.  I  am  a  manufacturer  of  sheet- lead. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  your  firm  ?— A.  Tatham  &   Bros. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  ? — A.  Since  1840. 

Q.  At  any  time  during  the  years  1875  and  1876  did  you  have  any  business  transac- 
tions with  a  man  named  W.  F.  Steele  ? — A.  I  have  a  statement  which  I  have  taken 
from  my  books,  and  which  comprises  all  the  transactions  which  we  have  had  with  him. 

Q.  I  .find  from  your  transcript  that  in  the  year  1875,  ou  April  29,  49,399  pounds  of 
old  scrap-lead  was  bought  from  him,  for  which  you  paid  him,  at  the  rate  of  6^  cents  per 
pound,  ^3,025.69.  Do  you  know,  or  were  you  informed  at  the  time  of  the  purchase, 
where  this  scrap  came  from  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  that  he  was  getting  it  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  tbat  he  was  doing  new  work  and  they  let  him  have  this  to  go  against 
the  new  lead  furnished.-    We  supplied  the  new  lead  to  him  for  the  Government. 

Q.  Then  you  also  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1875,  credited  him  with  25,635  pounds 
of  old  scrap-lead,  for  which  you  allowed  him  6J  cents  per  pound,  making  $1,602,181. 
Was  that  of  the  same  class  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  understood  that  he  was  receiving  it  of  the  Government  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  bo  state  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  15th  of  September,  1875, 5,460  pounds  were  bought  at  6^  cents  per  pound, 
making  $341.25.    That  was  all  during  the  year  1875,  was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Going  back  to  1874, 1  find  that  on  the  30th  of  September  you  credited  him  with 
4,243  pounds  of  old  scrap- lead,  at  6  cents,  making  $254,58,  and  on  the  13th  of  Noveia- 
ber,  1874,  3,883  pounds  at  6J  cents,  making  $242,69.    Stat«i  ^\iftt\i^t  \\xvi^^\\.wxi^  q1\^^ 
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were  of  old  scrap  comiug  from  the  GovernmeDt. — A.  I  presume  so.  Thai  la  my  irn* 
pression  as  to  the  first  lot,  aud  I  am  positive  as  to  the  latter  lot,  because  the  traasactioo 
was  made  with  me. 

Q.  He  stated  to  yon  that  he  was  receiving  it  from  the  Government  for  ^bat  work 
he  was  doing  for  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  were  breaking  up  some  monitors  or 
something  o?  that  kind.    It  was  Government  lead. 

Q.  The  total  amount  paid  by  you  was  $5,466.40,  was  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  that  represents  your  entire  business  transactions  with  Mr.  Steele.- 
A.  It  does. 

Q.  You  paid  him  in  new  lead  for  this  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  you  took  this  in  exchange  for  new  material  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  before  April,  1875,  be  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Govern- 
ment f — A.  I  really  know  nothing  of  his  transactions  with  the  Government  except 
what  he  told  me.  So  far  as  the  lead  is  concerned,  he  told  me  that  it  came  from  the 
Government.  I  think  we  hauled  part  of  it  from  the  navy-yard,  or  from  Cramps', 
somewhere  up- town.    I  think,  also,  that  some  of  it  came  from  Roach  at  Chester. 

Q.  Did  any  of  it,  during  the  year  1875,  come  from  Roaches  place  ? — A.  I  think  it  is 
ikely. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Would  there  have  been  any  coils  of  lead  pipe,  or  any  pipe  on  reels  f — A.  No,  sir; 
nothing  at  all ;  there  was  nothing  at  all  but  old  scrap-lead. 

Q.  State  whether  most  of  that  material  which  he  sold  you  was  ship-plumbers'  lead.— 
A.  It  was  all  lead  that  was  used  on  board  ships. 


Philadelphia,  April  21, 1»^6. 
Charles  Purves  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  the  two  statements  now  shown  you  represent  all  the  transactions  that 
you  have  had  with  W.  F.  Steele  ?— Answer.  They  do,  sir.    They  show  the  quantities 
nd  the  amounts  paid  for  by  us.    They  are  as  follows : 

**  Philadelphia,  April  20, 1876. 

^ A  statement  of  oldmetah  bought  from  W.  F,  Steele  by  A,  Pvrres  «j' Son^  as  per  request  of 
Hon.  W,  C.  Whitthornej  Chairman  of  Committer  on  Xaral  Affairs. 

1875: 

May  3.  18,489  pounds  old  brass,  at  12^  cents  per  pound |2,311  17 

Said  to  have  come  from  Harlan  <&  Hollingsworth,  Wilmington,  Del. 

May  18.  26,286  pounds  old  brass,  at  12^  cents  per  pound 3, 2S5  75 

Said  to  have  come  from  W.  Cramp  &  Son,  Philadelphia. 

Dec.  3.  25, 990  pounds  ziuc  dross,  at  IJ  cents  per  pound 454  62 

Lot  lead  dross 70 

Came  from  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 

^'  CHARLES  PURVES, 

Of  A.  Purves  Sf  Son. 

*  Sworn  and  subscribed  this  20th  day  April,  A.  D.  187r>,  before  me. 

[SEAL.]  '  **  E.  H.  BAILEY, 

"  J.  P.' 

*•  Philadelphia,  April  20, 1:?76. 
"Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  letter  of  request  of  the  19th  April,  we  herewith 
transmit  to  you  a  qualified  stalemeut  of  old  metals  purchased  from  W.  F.  Steele,  which 
we  believe  came  from  the  Navy  Department,  from  broken-up  monitors  and  from  the 
navy-yard.  The  brass  was  mostly  yellow  brass,  and  very  inferior  in  quality;  the 
zinc  dross  was  skimmings  from  the  galvanizing  works ;  tifie  lead  dross  from  uielted 
lead.  We  have  bought  other  metals  from  Mr.  Steele,  in  his  ordinary  plumbing  bnsloess, 
of  which  we  presume  you  do  not  require  a  statement. 
**  Respectfully, 

*'  A.  PURVES  &  SON. 
"  Hon.  W,  C.  Whitthorne, 

*'  C?minuttn  of  CommUtce  XavdV  AjJa\Y%,  rVvl<\dt(^liia." 
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'•  Philadelphia,  April  21, 1876. 
"  Statement  of  old  metals  bought  from  F.  W,  Steele  by  A.  Purves  4'  Son. 

915  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6^  cents $57  18 

850  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6i  cents 53  12 

1,074  pounds  old  scrap-brass,  at  12|  cents  \  ori  w 

3,509  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at    6i    cents  5 ^^  o/ 

1,122  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6  cents 67  32 

1,337  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6^  cents 81  89 

3,193  pounds  old  scrap-copper,  at  17|  cents 558  77 

9,366  pounds  old  scrap-brass,  at  13  cents 1,217  58 

233  pounds  old  scrap  lead,  &;c.,  at  8  cents 18  64 

901  pounds  old  scrap-brass  turnings,  at  9  cents 81  09 

7,207|  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6^  cents 441  07 

2,002  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6  cents 120  12 

586  pounds  old  scrap-brass,  at  12  cents 70  32 

149  pounds  old  scrap-copper,  at  16^  cents 24  58 

1,794  pounds  old  scrap-lead,  at  6^  cents  \  «g.  «2 

400  pounds   old  scrap-brasij  at  13  cents  S 

3, 309  37 

^'The  above  is  not  couoected  with  the  statement  rendered  April  21,  and  embraces  all 
the  purchases  we  have  had  with  Mr.  Steele. 

*♦  CHARLES  PURVES, 
"  Of  the  Firm  of  A.  Purves  <f  Son.'* 

The  Witness.  You  asked  me  the  other  day  about  making  a  proposition  to  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exchange  iron  fit  for  rerolling  for  the  hulls  of  three  monitors.  We 
made  them  an  offer,  payable  in  iron,  which  would  make  the  value  of  the  hulls  about 
$10,000  aniece.  The  proposition  was,  to  us,  how  much  iron  we  would  give  fit  for 
rerolling  tor  each  one  of  these  hulls.  We  made  a  calculation  to  give  them  so  much 
iron.  We  calculated  the  value  of  the  hulls  in  iron  that  we  would  give  at  about  $10,000 
apiece.  The  vessels  were  torn  up ;  the  machinery  and  the  plating  were  taken  off  of  them. 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  then,  you  made  them  an  offer  of  $10,000  for  the  hulls  of  the 
monitors  after  they  were  stripped  of  all  the  platiug  on  the  deck  and  sides  ? — A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  $10,000,  then,  would  cover  what  metal  was  in  the  fastening  of  the  ship  to 
hold  her  together  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ^  and  the  copper  sheathing  on  the  bottom  and  sides. 
These  vessels  were  of  the  Terror  class. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  have  brought  in  a  bill  of  metals  which  you  bought  of  W.F.  Steele.  Are  you 
acquainted  with  navy-yard  work  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  plumb- 
ing-work. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  this  metal  came  from  any  particular  place  T — 
A.  I  have  not.    It  was  delivered  to  us  from  his  place. 

Q.  From  the  price,  it  would  appear  that  this  material  had  all  been  used  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  it  was  fit  for  nothing  but  renielting  ;  it  was  old  scrap  stuff. 

Q.  Did  it  look  like  ship-work  ? — A.  It  was  ship-plumber  work,  I  should  think.  It 
vras  all  of  that  character.  A  sbip-pluin'ber  is  not  likely  to  have  anything  else  in  the 
shape  of  old  material  except  what  is  taken  out  of  vessels. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  had  been  taken  out  of  old  vessels  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lead  pipe  in  coils  in  this  lot  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  of  the  kiua. 

Q.  Was  there  any  pig-tin  in  it?— A.  No,  sir :  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  sell 
pig-tin  for  the  price  of  lead. 

Q.  Were  there  any  pipes  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  nothing  but  old  copper-pipe ;  it  had 
"been  used.    I  do  not  know  what  else  it  could  have  been  in  the  shape  of  copper. 

Q.  Was  there  any  material  that  is  used  for  galvauizing  in  the  lot  that  you  bought, 
in  pigs  or  bars — I  mean  spelter  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  nothing  that  we  got  from  Mr. 
Steele  that  was  of  any  more  value  than  tbat  scrap-metal. 
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Philadelphia,  April  11, 1876. 
William  P.  Reynolds  sworu  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Yon  are  a  contractor  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  areyoa 
not  ?-* Answer.  I  have  been  in  two  instances.  I  had  a  contract  with  the  Government 
foi>  b]<^aking  np  two  monitors  at  Washington  and  one  man-of-war  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy-yard. 

Q.  State  the  name  of  the  two  vessels  at  Washington. — A.  The  Hero  and  the 
Piscataqna. 

Q.  State  the  name  of  the  vessel  at  Philadelphia. — A.  The  Nebraska. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  those  contracts  ? — A.  The  contracts  for  the  Hero  and 
Piscataqna,  in  Washington,  were  made,  I  think,  in  April,  187.5.  The  contract  foe  the 
Nebraska  was  made  later  in  the  year.    It  was  in  July,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  that  contract  in  either  instance  made  in  regnlar  form  with  the  Department  f 
— A.  In  both  cases  it  was  made  by  propositions  submitted  by  me  to  the  Depaitmeot 
and  accepted  by  them.    I  had  competition  in  both  cases,  as  I'understand. 

Q.  Was  the  proposition  of  the  Department  submitted  to  the  public  by  any  adver- 
tisement ? — A.  In  regard  to  breaking  up  the  monitors  at^Washington,  my  proposition 
was  worded  in  this  manner.  The  Government  had  been  breaking  up  monitors  all 
over  the  country,  and  in  every  instance  the  iron  which  was  recovered  from  the  moni- 
tors reverted  to  the  party  who  broke  them  np.  I  made  the  proposition,  based  on  the 
same  conditions  and  price  as  other  people  had  done,  knowing  that  I  could  have  the 
iron  which  was  recovered  from  the  monitors  at  Washington  to  re-work  into  new  iron. 
After  I  had  been  working,  I  think,  for  some  month  or  six  weeks,  I  received  an  order 
from  the  commodore  to  have  my  iron  ready  to  turn  over  to  John  Roach.  I  thought  it 
very  strange,  as  I  had  made  arrangements  to  ship  the  iron  to  a  house  that  I  am  con- 
nected with — the  house  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  at  Reading,  to  re-work  into  new 
iron  ;  and  I  made  complaint  about  it,  but  the  Department  insisted  upon  the  iron  zoing 
to  Roach,  and  I  delivered  it  to  him.  I  have  never  finished  my  contract  at  Washing- 
ton. 

Q.  You  made  a  proposition  to  the  head  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Hansooraf— A.  No,  sir; 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.    It  was  accepted. 

Q.  You  proposed  to  undertake  the  destruction  of  the  Hero  and  the  Piscataqna  at  so 
much  a  ton? — A.  Yes,  sir;  upon  the  same  conditions  as  other  people  had  broken  up 
monitors. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Stat«  your  proposition  in  terms.  What  was  your  distinct  proposal  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  ? — A.  My  distinct  proposition  to  him  was  this: 

"  I  respectfully  offer  to  you  the  following  proposal  to  break  up  the  monitors  Hero 
and  Piscataqna,  now^lying  at  the  Washington  navy-yard.  I  will  break  op  the  said 
monitors  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  that  Pennock  <&.  Co.  broke  up  the  monitor 
Snncook  in  the  Philadelphia  navv-yard,  the  rate  being  six  dollars  per  ton.  Hoping 
that  I  will  receive  an  early  reply  from  you, 
"I  am,  yours,  «&c., 

**W.  P.  REYNOLDS.'' 

Q.  That  is,  it  was  six  dollars  per  ton  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  It  was  accepted  by 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

Q.  And  you  were  directed  to  go  ahead  I — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  directed  to  eo  ahead. 

Q.  And  after  prosecuting  your  work  some  time  you  received  an  order,  as  I  nnderstood 
you,  to  turn  the  iron  of  these  vessels  over  to  Mr.  John  Roach  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  similar  proposition,  as  I  understand  you,  was  made  in  the  case  of  the  Nebraska.  ^ 
— A.  No,  sir;  the  Nebraska  was  a  wooden  ship.  I  made  a  proposition  in  her  case  to 
break  her  up  for  $4,900,  the  material  recovered  to  revert  to  the  Government ;  I  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Government  with  such  tools  as  they  might  have  or  as  were  not  in 
use  in  the  yard,  without  any  cost  to  myself,  upon  my  giving  a  receipt  for  them  and  re- 
turning them  to  the  Government  when  I  was  through,  fwent  to  work  on  the  Ne- 
braska and  broke  her  up  and  completed  my  work.     I  had  no  difficulty  at  all. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  iron  in  that  vessel  ? — A.  It  was  turned  over  to  the  bouse  of 
Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  which  I  represent. 

Q.  Have  you  any  association  with  that  firm  other  than  that  of  agency  ?— A.  Nothing 
more  than  being  the  party  who  has  charge  of  all  their  Government  work  oatside. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  party  or  partner  ? — A.  I  am  no  partner. 

Q.  Was  any  one  interested  with  you  in  either  of  these  contracts  that  you  made  with 
the  Government  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  one  had  any  interest  whatever  in  them  f— A.  Not  any. 
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Q.  Yon  state  that  the  work  at  Washington  City  is  not  completed  f — A.  As  far  as  I 
am  concerned  the  work  is  not  completed.  My  contract  was  auualled.  I  owed  men  in 
Washini;ton  some  money. 

Q.  When  was  it  annulled  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago. 

Q.  For  what  reason  T — A.  I  failed  to  pay  my  men.  I  could  not  get  any  money  from 
the  Department ;  the  consequence  was  that  the  men  would  not  work  for  me.  I^have 
Dot  received  any  money  from  the  Government  for  six  or  seven  months. 

Q.  By  the  terms  of  your  agreement,  was  there  any  security  to  be  given  by  you  in 
either  case,  or  any  forfeiture  to  be  made  1 — A.  None  was  asked,  and  none  was  given. 

Q.  Coming  back,  now,  to  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  yon  understood  Pen- 
nick  &  Co.  ha<l  destroyed  a  vessel  here ;  what  were  those  terms  and  conditions  ? — A. 
All  that  I  know  is  that  Pennock  &  Co.  got  the  iron  to  re-work,  and  they  were  paid  so 
much  a  ton.  That  is,  the  same  rate  as  the  Government  agreed  to  pay  me.  The  condi- 
tions were  that  they  wer^  to  have  the  iron  to  re- work  into  new  iron.  They  were  to  be 
paid  for  breaking  the  vessel  up  $6  a  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 

Q.  You  claimeil  that  the  retention  of  the  iron  was  part  of  your  contract  ? — A.  I 
looke<l  at  it  in  that  light,  and  still  hold  that  I  am  entitled  to  it. 

Q.  What  were  the  tenns  upon  which  Pennick  &  Co.  were  reworking  iron,  if  yon 
know  ? — A.  At  the  beginning  of  the  contracts  of  Pennick  &  Co.  and  ourselves,  I 
acting  as  agent  for  the  iiouse  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  we  were  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment for  old  iron  that  we  received  from  them  If  conts  a  pound,  and  the  Government, 
in  return  for  that,  lyas  to  pay  us  8  cents  a  pound  for  new  iron  that  we  delivered  back 
to  them.  We  worked  upon  that  order  a  long  time.  Then  the  Government  had  some 
four  or  five  hundred  tons  of  3-inch  plat-es  in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  which  were 
originally  intended  for  the  Nebraska,  the  vessel  that  I  broke  up,  which  they  desired 
reworked.  It  was  very  good  iron,  and  we  made  a  proposition  to  rework  that  up ;  by 
receiving  three  tons  of  the  old  iron  we  would  give  one  ton  of  the  new  in  return. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  have  been  asked  to  state  your  contract  with  the  Navy  Department.  You 
have  done  so.  You  say  that  refers^to  a  contract  with  Pennick  &  Co.  Now  you  are 
asked  distinctly  what  you  understood  the  contract  of  Pennick  &>  Co.  would  be,  yon 
torn  off  and  undertake  to  tell  us  what  a  contract  was  with  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. — 
A.  I  understood  that  the  contract  with  Pennick  &  Co.  would  be  that  they  were  to  re- 
work all  the  old  iron  recovered,  which  they  did  do. 

Q.  At  what  rate  ? — A.  At  the  rate  of  three  tons  for  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Id  making  your  proposition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  you  must  have  assumed 
that  there  was  some  advantage  in  that  proposition  of  reworking  the  iron ;  what  ad- 
vantage was  there  to  you  or  to  any  other  person  ? — A.  As  representing  the  house  that 
I  did  we  were  iron  manufacturers,  and  our  works  were  standing  idle,  and  had  been 
idle  from  six  t-o  seven  months.  We  employed  about  2,000  men  ;  they  were  out  of  em- 
ployment. We  heard  that  the  Government  was  making  contracts  for  iron  to  rebuild 
monitors,  and  to  enable  these  men  to  get  work  we  made  the  proposition.  The  :>d van- 
tage t-o  be  gained  from  it  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  any  other  business  transac- 
tion that  a  person  would  enter  into.  There  was  nothing' unfair  or  unjust  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  any  proposal  that  we  made  to  the  Department.  Our  proposition,  we  think, 
to  this  -day,  has  been  a  losing  one  ;  at  least  so  far  as  regards  the  iron  to  be  reworked 
it  has  been  a  losing  one,  at  the  rate  of  three  to  one,  to  the  house  of  Seyfert, 
McManus  «&  Co. 

Q.  And  is,  therefore,  a  losing  one  to  anybody  who  makes  such  a  trade  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  will  not  say  that,  because  the  kind  of  iron  that  we  were  re(iuired  to  furnish  was 
different  from  a  majority  of  other  iron.  Most  of  the  iron  other  people  furnished  was 
plate-iron  ;  ours  was  bar,  angle,  and  all  the  iron  that  enters  into  ship-builJing,  with 
the  exception  of  plate-iron. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Would  the  price  of  iron  make  any  difference  in  a  contract  of  that  kind  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  a  contract  made  when  iron  plate  was  10  cents  a  pound  would  bo  better  for 
the  party  receiving  the  old  iron  than  it  would  be  at  a  time  when  iron  plates  were  only 
7  cents  a  pound  f — A.  Yes ;  if  he  had  a  market  for  his  old  iron  it  would  be.  It  will 
make  a  difference  in  the  contractor's  favor  if  iron  is  10  cents  a  pound. 

Q.  And  a  decrease  in  the  price  of  iron  would  result  in  a  loss  to  the  manufacturer  on 
a  trade  like  that ! — A.  Certainly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  average  loss  in  quantity  in  reworking  old  iron  ;  I  mean  such  as  is 
obtained  from  the  Unite<l  States  Government  f — A.  That  is  a  hard  f^uestiou  to  aiW%^«^. 
The  iron  that  I  recovered  from  the  United  States  Govemmewt  ito\\\  x^'ft?je\%  \^^ vql  ^"^xssfe. 
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instances,  sheet-iron,  and  the  loss  is  greatly  more  than  in  ordinary  iron.  The  average 
loss  I  should  state  to  be  25  per  cent. 

Q.  Then,  in  repaying  the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  the  rate  of  one  for 
three  tons,  it  would  be  one  and  a  quarter  paid  to  the  contractor  to  compensate  for 
his  labor  and  expense  in  the  process  of  reworking  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  plating  that  has  been  purchased  by  the  Government,  but  never  used  upon  any 
vessels,  and  which  is  new  in  character,  what  would  be  the  percentage  of  los*  in  re- 
working T — A.  New  plating  is  no  better  than  old  platiuj^.  You  have  got  to  cat  it  op 
to  rework  it.  You  cut  it  up  and  make  scrap-iron,  and  it  comes  under  the  same  bead 
as  scrap-iron.  The  only  difference  would  be  the  rust  in  the  old  plating,  which  would 
weigh,  and  you  would  receive  no  benefit  from  it. 

Q.  Then,  assuming  that  you  are  correct,  and  that  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
new  and  the  old  plating,  wnat  is  the  percentage  of  loss  in  both  ? — A.  I  should  say  aboat 
twenty-five  per  cent. ;  no  more  than  that. 

Q.  Are  you  unable  to  state  to  what  extent  the  house  that  you  represent,  Seyfert, 
McManns  &  Co.,  have  reworked  iron  for  the  Government  or  for  the  Navy  Department? 
— A.  To  the  extent  of  about  eighty  thousand  dollars,  putting  it  into  money  value.  We 
have  received  from  the  Philadelphia  navy -yard  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
four  million  seven  hundred  and  odd  thousand  pounds ;  say  somewhere  iu  the  neigh- 
borhood of  four  million  and  three-quarters  of  old  iron. 

Q.  Were  not  the  contracts  made  by  Pennock  &  Co.  with  the  Navy  Department, 
turned  over,  by  order  of  the  head  of  the  bureau,  to  the  house  you  represent  f— A.  They 
were  not. 

Q.  No  part  of  them  ? — A.  The  first  order  that  we  ever  received  from  the  GoTem- 
ment  was  when  Pennock  &  Co.  were  taking  iron  out  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard— 
old  plate-iron.  I  went  to  Washington  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  portion  of  that 
old  iron  turned  over  to  us,  to  rework  into  new  iron  upon  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions that  Pennock  &,  Co.  were  reworking  it.  An^rder  was  issued  to  the  commander 
of  the  yard  to  do  that. 

Q.  To  suspend  the  delivery  of  iron  to  Pennock  &  Co.  and  turn  it  over  to  Seyfert, 
McManus  &  Co  T — A.  Only  a  portion.  The  wording  of  the  order  was  that  *'  a  portion 
of  the  iron  heretofore  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  Pennock  «fc  Co.  will  now,  under 
this  order,  be  turned  over  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co." 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  named  Plant  ?— A.  I  know  of  him,  and  have  heard  of 
him,  but  I  never  saw  him  in  my  life  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  not  he  the  successful  bidder  for  the  destruction  of  the  Nebraska  f— A.  He 
was. 

Q.  How  happened  it  that  he  did  not  get  the  contract  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  him  anything  to  get  out  of  the  way  ?— A.  I  never  saw  the  man,  and 
never  heard  of  him. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  him,  directly  or  indirectly  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  never  paid  the  man  any- 
thing in  my  life  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Where  does  he  reside  ? — A.  I  don't  know  him  ;  I  never  knew  him ;  he  has  never 
even  been  pointed  out  to  me. 

Q.  What  sum  of  money  did  the  Department  pay  you  for  the  destruction  of  the  Ne- 
braska!— Forty-nine  hundred  dollars.  I  will  say  further:  I  first  made  a  proposition 
to  the  Government  to  break  up  the  Nebraska  for  $5,750;  I  think,  although  lam  not  cer- 
tain, because  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it,  merely  from  what  I  heard,  that  a  man  named 
Plant  made  a  proposition  to  break  it  up  for  $5,500.  He  agreed  to  go  to  work  on  it  at^a 
certain  time,  and  to  prosecute  it  faithfully.  He  drew  up  a  contract  in  that  way.  To« 
time  came ;  the  man  didn't  have  the  means  to  buy  the  tools,  and  could  not  go  on  with 
the  work.  It  ran  over  some  three  to  four  weeks.  I  happened  to  hear  of  it,  and  made  the 
remark  that  Mr.  Plant  was  not  going  on  with  his  contract.  A  party  spoke  to  me,  and 
told  me  that  Plant  had  thrown  it  up.  I  said,  **  if  that  is  the  case,  I  Vill  make  a  propo- 
sition," and  I  made  a  proposition  to  the  Department  to  break  it  up  at  a  less  fij^ure. 

Q.  Who  was  the  party  who  told  you  that  he  had  thrown  it  up  f — A.  I  ciinnJt  say 
that;  it  was  some  workman  iu  the  navy-yard;  I  don't  know  who  he  was. 

Q.  Was  it  a  workman  in  the  navy-yaVd?— A.  It  must  have  been  an  otficer  or  work- 
man. 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  your  information  at  Washington  City  ?— A.  I  did  not,  that  I  know 
of. 

Q.  Did  you  get  it  from  Mr.  Hanscom? — A.  I  did  not ;  emphatically,  no. 

Q.  Or  Mr.  Steele  f— A.  Emphatically,  no  ;  nor  from  Mr.  Hartt ;  nor  from  any  of  the 
naval  constructors  in  the  United  States  service. 

Q.  Nor  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f  — A.  Nor  from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy. 
By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  did  you  l\ie\i  o«et\— k.  Iq^^x^^  Iq  Ijvreak  it  up  for  $4,900,  which  bid  waa 
Accepted,  and  1  went  to  vfovV  \m\\\<6^\\3Ai«\^ . 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  terms  and  conditions  of  that  second  proposition 
•cm  your  first  proposition^ — A.  Yes, sir.  In  my  tii-st  proposition  I  asked  that  the 
'ood  should  belong  to  me.  They  would  not  think  of  accepting  such  a  proposition  as 
tiat,  and  said  it  was  to  be  given  out  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard  to  the  poor, 
then  made  a  new  proposition,  and  said  that  the  wood  and  all  the  material  taken 
Gf  the  Nebraska  should  revert  to  the  Government ;  and  it  did  so. 

Q.  Had  you  any  information  as  to  the  amount  of  Mr.  Plant's  bid  at  the  time  you 
lade  your  second  bid  ? — A.  I  knew  it ;  I  saw  both  bids.  When  I  went  down  to  know 
'hether  my  bid  was  referred  to  the  commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  I  had 

right  to  ask  for  the  bids  of  both  parties,  and  the  bids  of  both  men,  I  think,  were 
howu  to  me  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 

Q.  Were  both  bids  returned  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  your  bid  made  in  the  first  instance  to  the  head  of  the  bureau  ? — A.  Both 
f  them  were  returned  here,  and  the  contract  was  to  be  entered  into  with  the  com- 
laudaut  of  the  yard. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Plant  failed  to  execute  his  bond  f — A.  Thgre  was  no  bond  asked  from 
im,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  other  contract  or  agreement  with  the  Government,  either 
jr  yourself,  or  representing  the  firm  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  f — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  made 

contract  and  purchased  goods  from  the  Government. 

Q.  Where  and  when  ? — A.  At  the  Norfolk  navy-yard. 

Q.  When  was  that  f — A.  It  was  in  August  of  last  year. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — A.  To  purchase  from  them  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  sliell  laying 
,t  Saint  Helena  and  at  Norfolk. 

Q.  Was  that  at  public  auction  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  make  the  purchase  ? — A.  From  Commodore  J-^ffers. 

Q.  State  generally  the  terms  of  the  contract)  or  agreement. — A.  We  were  to  pay 
ve-eighths  of  a  cent  a  pound  for  all  the  condemned  shot  and  shell  at  the  Norfolk  uavy- 
ard,  the  Government  to  be  at  no  expense  for  moving  the  same  or  handling  it.  I  was 
)  take  it  from  where  it  laid.  I  did  so,  and  finished  taking  the  material  away  last 
lonth.  When  your  committee  was  in  Norfolk  I  was  theu  shipping  materiaffrom 
iere. 

Q.  Y'ou  paid  money  for  that  ?— A.  I  paid  cash  for  it. 

Q.  There  was  no  exchange  in  that  proposition  f — A.  No  exchange  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  contracts  ? — A.  We  had  a  contract  before  that  to  take 

►me  guns.     We  purchased  a  quantity  of  guns  that  lay  at  the  Norfolk  navy-yard.     I 

lipped  those,  I  think,  last  April  or  May. 

Q.  What  character  of  gunsf — A.  Cannon.    It  was  a  small  amount.    It  would  not 

nount  to  one  hundred  tons.    In  that  same  contract  there  was  a  fifteen -inch  gun  at 

le  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  or  at  League  Island,  rather,  and  a  thirteeu-inch  mortar, 

)ndemned. 

Q.  Was  that  purchase  made  at  any  public  sale  ? — A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  It  was  a  private  purchase? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  sold  under  authority,  I  think, 
OTU  Congress  to  allow  a  certain  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  to  be  disposed  of,  for  the 
irpose  of  making  tests  in  ordnance.  There  were  .§.'jO,000  voted  by  Cougre^^s  to  be 
lowed  to  be  sold  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  aud  this  wiw  appropriated  from  that  fund. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  You  say  there  was  not  a  hundred  tons  of  guns  ?— A.  There  was  not  at  Norfolk, 
here  was  one  mortar,  which  weighed  about  forty  tons,  at  League  Island.  To  the 
jst  of  my  knowledge,  I  think  we  bid  a  cent  a  pound  for  the  guns  in  Norfolk  and 
iree-quarters  of  a  cent  a  pound  for  those  at  League  Island.  The  cause  of  the  differ- 
ice  in  the  price  was  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  weight  of  the  guns  at  League 
dand.  One  of  them  weighed  52,000  pounds,  and  the  mortar  3:?,000  pounds.  The 
.hers  were  small  guns. 

Q.  You  paid  cash  for  these  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Q.  What  was  the  fair  value  of  such  guns  as  these  ;  did  you  get  them  under  price? — 
.  No,  sir ;  I  paid  full  price  for  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  ordinary  price  of  old  cast  iron  in  large  weights  ? — A.  There  is  no  fixed 
alue  for  cast  iron  at  the  present  time,  or  to  any  other  kind  of  iron.  If  the  Govern- 
lent  wanted  to  sell  to-day  a  large  quantity  or  small  quantity  of  large  guns,  I  would 
ot  give  them  over  three-eighths  of  a  cent  a  pound  for  them. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  any  other  contract  with  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir;  with  the 
cception  of  what  I  have  eoumerated. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  contracts,  or  make  any  purchases  at  the  navy-yard  here  at 
hiladelpbia,  of  old  material? — A.  Not  a  single  purchase. 

Q.  Did  anybody  with  whom  you  are  connected  ? — A.  In  August  or  September,  1875, 
le  firm  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  entered  into  an  agreement  with  NatlvaiwvviV  ^U.^^-^ 
lat  any  purchases  that  we  would  make  from  the  GovetwrneiiX.  \s*^  \<o\3\^  -^"ax^^-v^^ 
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share  alike  in  the  profits  and  loss.  The  goods  that  were  purchased  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy-yard  by  Natnaniel  McKay  were  purchased  for  joint  account.  They  were  tnrned 
over  to  Seyfert,  McManns  &  Co.,  and  disposed  of  by  them.  They  were  taken  to  the 
warehouse  on  Queen-street  wharf.  At  the  same  time  that  we  were  moving  stores  pnr- 
chased  by  McKay  at  auction,  we  were  also  moving  stores  from  the  construction  depart- 
ment upon  the  exchange  basis. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  have  a  contract  for  the  exchange  of  new  iron  for  old  ?— A. 
With  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Mr.  Hanscora. 

Q.  What  sort  of  iron  were  you  receiving  upon  that  basis  ? — A.  We  received  sonic 
seven  hundred  tons,  I  think,  of  bar-iron.  Somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  millioD 
and  a  half  pounds.    They  were  very  long  bars. 

Q.  W^hat  was  the  character  of  that  iron  ? — A.  It  is  laying  at  the  Queen-street  wharf. 
It  is  all  very  fine  iron  and  good  iron ;  there  is  no  dc^ubt  about  it.  I  think  it  was  a  very 
good  operation. 

Q.  When  was  that  contract  made  for  exchanging  new  bar-iron  ? — A.  It  was  not  new 
bar-irou. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — A.  It  was  old  iron  fit  for  no  use,  only  for  the  use  it  was  lulapted 
to. 

Q.  What  use  was  it  adapted  to  ?— A.  It  was  adapted  to  the  use  of  armor-bara  and 
braces  for  the  Nebraska,  the  ship  that  I  broke  up. 

Q.  What  size  were  they  ?— A.  They  would  run  all  the  way  from  3- inch,  roumU  and 
squares,  up  to  8-iuch,  rounds  and  squares.    Some  of  it  was  flat  iron. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  How  wide  was  that  ?— A.  It  run  from  4  inches  to  16^  inches,  the  bars  ruuoing  as 
long  as  30  to  40  feet. 

Q.  How  thick  ? — A.  The  iron  we  took  out  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  ran  from 
a  half-inch  to  8  inches  in  thickness — 3  inches  by  8,  or  8  by  6. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  W^as  any  portion  of  that  iron,  iron  which  had  never  been  used  for  any  purpose  T— 
A.  None  of  it  had  ever  been  used. 

Q.  It  was,  then,  new  iron  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ma<le  for  a  special  purpose  or  adapted  to  a  special  purpose  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
what  it  was  made  for.  I  know  I  found  it  in  the  navy-yard,  and  it  wa«  tamed  over  to 
me  by  proper  orders,  received  from  Washington. 

Q.  Was  any  of  it  merchantable  iron  ? — A.  We  never  were  able  to  sell  any  of  it  w 
merchantable  iron. 

Q.  Could  you  buy  this  size  at  the  iron-stores? — A.  Most  undoubtedly  you  conld. 

Q.  How  many  ponuds  were  there? — A.  Four  million  five  or  six  hundred  thonsand 
pounds  of  iron  all  told. 

Q.  But  I  mean  this  last  lot  ? — A.  The  last  lot  was  a  million  and  a  half  pounds. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  iron  that  you  were  taking  out  of  the  yard  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  ? — A.  I  have  been  talking  about  the  general  matter.  The  iron  that  we  took 
out  of  the  yard  at  the  time  of  the  removal  was  composed  of  bars  and  scraps. 

Q.  Were  you  under  a  contract  to  return  to  the  Government  one  for  three  tons  of  ne^ 
iron  for  that  last  contract  ? — A.  The  Government  at  the  time  we  were  takios  this  iron 
out  was  in  our  debt,  and  it  is  still  in  our  debt.  We  delivered  iron  all  throagu  last  year 
to  the  Government  here,  and  received  no  pay  for  it.  The  only  means  by  which  we 
conld  get  our  pay  was  taking  iron  out  of  the  yard  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 

Q.  By  what  arrangement  or  contract? — A.  By  orders  from  Washington,  onlerinjjthe 
commandant  of  the  navy-yard  here  to  turn  over  to  us  all  such  iron  as  was  not  avail- 
able for  immediate  naval  purposes. 

Q.  I  asked  you  whether  or  not  under  any  an-angement  you  were  removing  iron  from 
the  navy-yard  while  it  was  being  broken  up.  You  answered  yes,  that  you  had  an  ar- 
rangement with  McKay  by  which  you  took  all  of  the  iron  that  he  bought  at  auction? 
and  were  to  sell  it  on  joint  account.  Besides  that,  you  took  bar  and  other  iron  which 
you  were  to  work  undet  the  exchange  system.  I  then  wanted  to  find  out  how  mach 
you  got  under  the  exchange,  and  how  much  you  got  under  the  McKay  contract ;  state 
that,  keeping  them  distinct. — A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  you. 

Q.  You  had  an  arrai^gement  by  which  you  took  certain  iron  not  needed  for  immedi- 
ate naval  purposes,  on  the  exchange  system  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  you  say  that  the  Government  owes  vou  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  more  new  iron  than  you  should  have  delivered  on  that  system*'" 
A.  No,  sir.  We  delivered  iron  in  this  manner :  The  commandant  here  sent  an  order  to 
ufl  to  furnish  this  yard  with  a  certain  quantity  of  new  iron.  We  furnished  that  qow- 
tity  of  new  iron,  and  made  it  ourselves.  We  did  not  zet  our  pay  for  it ;  that  is,  in^'!* 
iron.  By  some  hitch  or  crook  in  Washington  they  did  not  issue  the  orders  to  us  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Q.  That  is  to  »ay  you  WA  u^t  V\^^  Wi^^  oX'i  kon.  that  you  were  entitled  to  under  the 
contract.    Is  tbat  w\\at  ^ovx  wA^«iiia\— k,  X^^^^vt. 
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Q.  Do  you  claim  that  the  old  iron  which  you  did  receive  during  the  removal  of  the 
aavy-yard  was  irou  that  you  were  entitled  to  under  that  contract  ? — A.  Part  of  it. 

Q.  What  part  ? — A.  All  that  was  not  purchased  at  auction  by  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  all  that  you  received  from  the  Government,  which  Nat.  McKay 
had  not  purchased  and  sold  to  you,  you  were  receiving  under  your  exchange  Contract, 
md  you  were  entitled  to  it  from  the  fact  that  you  had  advanced  to  the  Government 
new  iron  faster  than  it  had  supplied  you  with  old  ?  That  is  the  true  statement  which 
you  mean  to  bo  understood  as  making,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  As  I  understand,  the  commandant  required  you  to  furnish  so  much  irou  f — A.  We 
went  on  and  furnished  it. 

Q.  Was  that  when  it  was  required  that  you  should  be  paid  in  old  iron  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  When  the  requisition  was  made  to  you  that  you  should  make  new  iron  for  it  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  Government  made  a  requisition  on  us  for  new  iron. 

Q.  And  in  that  requisition  did  it  state  that  it  was  to  pay  you  in  old  iron  for  it?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  can  show  that,  can  you  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Was  the  old  iron  which  belonged  to  you  under  the  exchange  system  weighed  as 
you  received  it  T — A.  To  the  19th  day  of  December  I  think  it  was  ;  at  all  events,  in 
the  middle  of  December  the  scale  was  taken  away,  and  we  made  an  agreement  with 
the  naval  constructor  to  take  it  to  the  Queen-street  wharf  and  have  it  weighed  by  the 
Bworu  weighmaster,  and  a  return  made  of  it  to  the  Government.  We  have  not  had  it 
all  weighed,  but  are  ready  to  make  our  return  to  the  Government  as  soon  as  the  bal- 
ance is  weighed. 

Q.  How  was  it  removed  ? — A.  In  scows  and  lighters. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Where  does  that  which  is  not  weighed  remain  ? — A.  On  the  wharf;  all  indoors 
and  looked  up. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  that  you  have  not  weighed  it  before  this  time  ? — A.  We  hrfve 
had  no  facilities  for  weighing  it,  except  by  going  to  an  expense  of  $2  a  ton. 

Q.  Y'ou  are  waiting  to  get  a  chance  to  sell  it,  before  you  weigh  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  bought  it  from  the  Government  and  put  it  in  stores  ? — A.  It  is  in  a  Govern- 
ment bonded  warehouse.  We  have  uo  control  over  it.  We  have  sold  it  now,  and  are 
going  to  weigh  and  deliver  it. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Then  you  say  that  the  irou  was  put  on  board  scows  by  you,  at  your  expense, 
transported  to  the  bonded  warehouse,  and  there  delivered  at  your  expense  into  that 
warehouse,  and  you  say  that  you  have  had  no  charge  of  it  since  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  fast  as  you  sell  it,  it  is  delivered  by  the  warehouse  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  not  the  warehouse  the  meaus  of  weighing  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  it  is  taken 
aut ;  when  we  order  it.    They  charge  us  for  storage  when  we  take  it  out. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  do  they  know  what  to  give  a  receipt  for  ?— A.  We  have  never  received  a 
receipt  for  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  put  anything  in  a  bonded  warehouse  whei|  you  did  not  get  a  receipt 
Tor  it  ? — A.  We  never  got  a  receipt  there. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Who  was  at  the  head  of  the  bonded  warehouse  ? — A.  It  is  known  Jis  the  Penn- 
sylvania Warehousing  Company,  of  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Who  is  at  the  head  of  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  say,  though  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  a  man  named  Scott  is  secretary  or  treasurer.  He  is  Tom.  Scott's  son.  I  would 
not  say,  but  I  think  Jamison  is  i)resident. 

Q.  When  you  put  that  iron  there  did  you  get  any  kind  of  a  receipt  ?  Have  you  any- 
thing to  show  that  you  have  any  irou  there  f — A.  Most  undoubtedly  we  have. 

Q.  What  is  it  ? — A.  We  have  certificates  to  show  that  we  have,  I  think,  some  seven 
hundred  tons  of  iron  there. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  f  It  has  not  been  weighed,  has  it  ? — A.  That  is  irou  that 
has  been  weighed  ;  it  has  been  there  since  last  August. 

Q.  Have  you  any  receipt  for  the  iron  which  we  are  now  talking  alont  f — A.  No,  sir; 
we  have  received  no  receipts  for  iron  that  was  taken  out  of  there  after  the  scales  went 
away  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  How  are  you  to'determine  hereafter  that  you  get  the  iron  which  you  took  from 
the  navy -yard  ? — A.  Wo  know  the  iron,  and  know  where  it  \%. 
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Q.  la  it  Htoreil  iti  one  pile  T — A.  Yes,  air ;  it  ia  stored  on  oue  pier  aad  locked  np  wp- 
arate  from  everftbiiig  else. 

Q.  Yon  any  tbaf  that  irou  waa  nil  received  on  the  exchange  syatem  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Aud  that  nban  its  weltclit  is  ascertained  you  vcill  be  charged  witb  tbe  aiooantt— 
A.   Yea.  air;  by  theGoverument. 

y.  To  be  paid  for  Id  new  iroo  at  the  rate  of  three  for  one !— A.  No,  air ;  I  don't  bij 
that. 

Q.  What  is  the  contract  T— A.  It  ia  Just  as  the  orders  read.  I  am  under  tbe  imprw- 
aion  that  ooder  our  contract  Te  are  to  be  paid  8  ceuts  a  pound  for  tbe  new  iron,  soil  to  re- 
ceive old  iron  at  a  cent  and  three-iinartera  a  pound. 

Q.  Yon  bave  been  apeaking  about  an  arrangement  called  the  exchange  system,  when 
three  pouoda  of  oldiron  were  given  for  one  pound  of  uew.  I  ask  you  now  wb«tli(i 
the  irou  received  from  the  navy-yard  last  year  on  the  exchange  system  was  receircd 
three  pounds  of  old  for  one  pound  of  new  iron  1 — A.  Tbere  were  received  877,000  ponniji 
of  three-inch  plate  at  tbe  rate  of  three  tons  of  old  for  one  ton  of  new, 

Q.  Have  yon  delivered  the  new  under  that  contract  1 — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  contract  have  yon  for  eichaiiKe  J— A,  Orders  from  WashiostoD. 

Q.  What  is  tbe  Datnre  of  those  ordeTsI— A.  To  torn  over  to  ne  Iron  to  be  charged  it 
a  cent  aud  three-quarters  for  old,  and  eight  ceuts  a  pound  for  new. 
By  Mr.  Jokkb: 

Q.  It  appears  that  yon  did  not  deliver  tbe  n 
navy. yard  broke  np.     We  have  some  lying  uo' 
ByMr.HARiiis; 

Q.  Under  tbis  last  coutract  yon  supnose  that  yon  have  delivered  as  mncb  De<r  iroD 
as  the  Government  has  a  right  to  call  on  you  for  f — A.  No,  I  think  we  owe  th«  Gur- 
eroment  somethiuK.     I  think  we  have  uot  delivered  the  whole  of  it. 

Q.  But  jo«  delivered  a  large  portion  of  the  new  iron  nnder  this  last  contract,  befim 
you  received  the  old  scrap-iron !— A.  Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

Q.  The  old  scrap  which  you  did  take  ont  of  tlie  yard  in  acows  laat  year,  and  whick 
is  now  in  tbe  Ijouded  warehouse,  was  delivered  to  you  ou  that  couiraci,  was  itt— i. 
Yes,  air. 

Q.  And  yon  cannot  determine  bow  much  yon  will  owe  tbe  Government  in  Ibf  ili»p« 
of  new  iron  until  ibis  iron  is  all  weighed  and  disjKiseil  off — A.  Yes,  sit;  Icsodel"- 
mine  that  very  easiiy  byMying  that  the  Governmcut  will  owe  os. 

C;.  You  cannot  deterniiue  it  exactly  f~A.  I  tbinli  the  Government  will  owe  ns. 

Q.  They  will  one  you  some  old  iron !— A.  Yea,  sir. 


Q.  What  kind  of  iron  have  you  be<-nde1iverinfi  to  the 

—A.  B.ir-iron,  &c  ;  our  own  brand,  Seyfert,  McMauua  S 

Q.  Ia  it  reSned  iron  7— A.  It  is  double-refined  iron. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 
Q.  Stale  whether  or  not  under  that  contract  yon  sn 
Government  new   iron   worked  to  sbnpes  which  tbey  r 
some  now  at  oar  works. 

q.  State  in  what  forms  the  iron  has  been   worked  which  yon  have  delivered  nndtr 
the  contract f — A.  It  was  rolled  by  us  into  shapes.    There  was  large  iron;  liitr*'" 
Bome  plate-iron  that  wan  nine  feet  nide,  eight  feet  lone,  and  an  inch  thick ;  tie  p1>l<* 
weighed  two  and  a  balf  tons  each.    There  was  some   hatch-capping  iron ;  it  ia  ''f^ 
expensive  and  te<lious  to  make.    We  have  that  now  at  the  works. 
Q.  You  have  to  roll  to  dimensions  f— A,  Yes.  sir. 
Q.  In  snch  form  as  tbe  Government  requires  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Without  extra  charge  T— A.  Yes,  air;  we  give  them  all  sizes  of  iron. 
Q.  So  that  whatever  form  they  demand  yon  are  obliged  to  roll  it  in,  at6Mutss 
pound  T— A.  Yes,  air ;  with  the  exoeptioo  of  very  rare  instances. 
By  Mr.  JoKBS : 
Q.  On  bar  or  round  bolt-iron  it  is  B  centa  a  pound  I— A.  Yea,  sir. 
Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Ihey  would  get  the  weight  of  this  iron,  as  Jo"  »'•' 
iron  down  there  f— A.  As  soou  aa  we  sold  it. 
Q.  But  it  iasoldT— A.  Ves,  sir. 

Q.  I  thought  you  bought  it  to  exchange  and  roll  over !— A.  We  do  not  considor  dwl 
tbe  Government  has  any  control  over  it  afler  we  take  it :  it  is  our  properly. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  yon  that  yon  deliver  tbe  Governnieut  uet  tons  t— A.  No,  sir  I  " 
deliver  them  gross  tons,  auil  receive  grosa  tons. 
By  Mr.  Harris: 
Q.  Do  you  roW  or  tuinwV  \rt;'i>im  toT  WMtos.*  * — A,  \'cs,  sir. 
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Q.  Cau  you  furnish  them  nuder  this  contract  at  8  cents  a  pound  ? — A.  We  have 
furnished  ship-heams,  hut  not  hnilding-heains. 

Q.  Y'ou  do  not  know,  and  cannot  say  exactly,  how  much  iron  in  weight  you  received 
under  this  last  exchange  contract  from  the  Government?^ — A.  We  did  not  separate  our 
contracts ;  we  run  them  together,  and  the  total  weight  of  the  old  iron  that  we  have  re- 
ceived so  far  is  ahout  four  millions  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  total 
weight  of  new  iron  that  we  have  delivered  is  a  million  and  a  half  pounds. 

Q.  Don't  you  have  to  keep  separate  the  different  deliveriaj  of  old  iron  to  you  in 
order  to  determine  how  much  of  the  exchange  iron  is  to  he  dOTivered  to  the  Govem- 
ment  under  each  contract? — A.  No,  sir;  we  just  take  that  amount  that  was  ordered 
to  he  turned  over  to  us  at  three  tons  for  one,  and  deduct  that  from  the  aggregate 
amount. 

Q.  Now  as  to  the  question  of  the  delivery  of  the  iron :  Was  there  any  iron  delivered 
to  you  on  hoats  during  that  removal,  whicu  has  not  gone  into  the  honded  warehouse, 
or  which  has  not  been  accounted  for  by  you  to  the  Government? — A.  There  was  iroa 
that  we  took  away  from  there,  that  we  purchased  at  anctionT^some  of  which  did  not 
go  to  the  bonded  warehouse ;  but  no  iron  that  we  took  from  the  construction  depart- 
ment on  the  exchange  basis  went  anywhere  else  but  to  the  bonded  warehouse. 

Q.  Did  you  or  your  firm  buy  any  iron  independent  of  Nat.  McKay  T— A.  No,  sir ;  not 
a  pound. 

Q.  Did  you  have  charge  of  the  receiving  of  the  iron  which  McKay  bought  at  auc- 
tion?—A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  that  iron  ? — A.  I  sold  it. 

Q.  Where  was  it  carried  ? — A.  Part  of  it  was  carried  to  the  Queen-street  wharf,  part 
to  Trenton,  and  part  to  Wilmington. 

Q.  Have  you  sold  it  on  joint  account? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  iron  which  was  sold  at  auction  to  Nat.  McKay  in  piles  separate  from 
the  most  of  the  other  iron  in  the  navy-yard,  or  where  was  it  kept  ?  Where  did  he 
take  it  from  ? — A.  What  he  bought  from  the  ordnance  was  in  the  ordnance  warehouse. 
What  he  bought  from  the  engineers  was  in  the  engineers'  department,  or  branch  of 
the  yard.  What  was  bought  from  yards  and  docks,  if  there  was  anything  bought 
from  them,  was  in  their  separate  ground. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  each  of  these  different  purchases  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  that  iron  bought  at  the  last  sale  in  November  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  twenty  tons  of  scrap-iron  bought  from  the  engi- 
neering department? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  Nat.  McKay  bought  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  you  transported  it  ? — A.  I  never  did.  I  know  that  we  had 
quite  a  time  with  it.  I  know  that  Mr.  Newell,  the  engineer  of  the  yard,  estimated  it 
to  weigh  twenty  tons.  We  were  a  long  while  before  we  thought  of  taking  it  out, 
having  other  business  to  attend  to  ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  the  scales  were  up 
and  we  offered  to  estimate  it.  He  would  not  estimate  it,  but  wante<l  us  to  pay  him  for 
sixty  tons  after  first  making  the  estimate  for  twenty  tons.  Mr.  McKay  refused  to  pay 
him.  He  then  insisted  on  our  taking  it  and  hauling  it  two  or  three  squares  out  of  the 
yard  at  our  own  expense  to  a  sworn  weigh-master,  to  be  weighed,  and  then  brought 
back  into  the  yard.  Mr.  McKay  refused  to  do  anything  of  the  Kind.  It  finally  wound 
Dp  by  Mr.  Newell,  the  engineer  of  the  yard,  allowing  SicKay  to  bring  a  lighter  there. 
They  measured  the  lighter  light ;  took  her  displacement,  and  then  put  the  iron  in,  and 
measured  her  afterward.  The  iron  was  delivered  to  us,  or  to  Mr.  McKay,  at  that 
weight,  which  was  thirty-three  tons,  I  think.  The  Government  did  this.  We  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  iron  was  taken,  I  think,  to  Kensington  and  sold  up  there. 
It  weighed  thirty-three  and  a  half  tons. 

Q.  I  notice  also  in  the  same  department  fifty  tons  of  scrap  cast-iron. — A.  I  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it. 

Q.  He  didn't  buy  it  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  "  Five  hundred  old  boiler-tubes."  Did  he  take  those  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  bought 
them  and  paid  for  them. 

Q.  "  Three  thousand  feet  of  iron  boiler-tubes."    Did  he  take  those  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  these  weighed  ? — A.  In  the  same  manner.  They  had  no  scales  there. 
They  were  measured.  They  took  the  manufacturer's  scales  of  wefghts,  measured  them, 
and  made  the  bill  out,  and  they  forced  him  to  accept  that  weight  and  to  pay  for  it, 
with  no  redress.  If  the  goods  fell  short  they  refused  to  make  it  good.  But,  as  luck 
would  have  it,  they  measured  them,  made  out  their  own  bill,  and  McKay  paid  it ;  and 
when  we  took  them  to  the  bonded  warehouse  we  weighed  them  taking  them  in.  They 
sent  a  man  up  there  to  watch  the  scales.  He  watched  them,  and  I  believe  it  overran 
something.    They  made  out  a  bill  and  we  would  not  pay  it. 

Q.  How  much  did  it  overrun  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Was  it  something  like  a  hundred  dollars  in  value  ? — A.  Something  like  that. 

Q.  They  were  paid  lor  by  measurement  before  they  were  taken  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  » 
receipt  was  given  in  full. 
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Q.  I  notice  two  manne-boilers^  iron  tubes,  estimated  to  weigh  twenty-five  tons 
each  ?— -A.  They  were  bought  by  McKay. 

Q.  Were  they  paid  for  at  tw«uty-five  tons  apiece  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Two  manne-boilers,  composition  tubes,  estimated  to  weij?h  forty  tons  each ;  did 
he  buy  those? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q. 

cook  f — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Did  he  buy  the  crank-shaft  of  the  Chattanooga  ? — A.  He  did  not.  We  would  not 
have  it  for  a  gift.  Lots  numbered  thirteen  and  fourteen  on  the  catalogue  were  pur- 
chased by  McKay. 

Q.  Were  they  purchased  by  the  piece  ? — A.  By  the  lump. 

Q.  They  were  not  weighed  at  any  time  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  were  several  bandred 
tons  in  them.  ^'^ 

X^.  Did  be  purchase  anything  in  the  equipment  or  ordnance  department  ?— A  He 
did  in  the  oranance  department. 

XJ.  What  did  he  buy  there  ?  I  see  *'  one  hundred  and  one  24-ponnd  rammers*'  here.— 
A.  He  didn't  buy  them.  In  fact,  come  to  think,  I  don't  think  he  bought  anything  from 
that  department ;  but  we  bought  at  the  sale  previous  to  this  a  lot  of  material  that  we 
didn't  take  out  until  that  time. 

Q.  What  month  f — A.  I  think  it  was  in  October. 

Q.  Then  goods  that  he  had  bought  at  a  previous  Grovernment  sale  remained  there 
until  this  last  one  ? — A.  Yes,^  sir ;  they  were  taken  out  together. 

Q.  Were  all  articles  not  sold  by  the  piece  or  by  fixed  weights  weighed  by  yon  ?— A. 
They  were  weighed  by  the  Government,  with  the  exception  of  what  I  spoke  to  yon 
About. 

Q.  Did  there  come  into  your  possession,  as  the  property  that  Nathaniel  McKay  had 
bought  at  either  of  these  auctions,  any  property  which  was  not  weighed  which  sboold 
have  been  weighed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  obtain  more  goods  under  that  purchase  than  were  put  up  at  auctioD  ?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  the  snperintendehce  of  the  transportation  of  these  goods  from  the 
store-house  to  the  boats  ? — A.  1  did  from  the  navy-yard  to  the  lighters. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  got  this  large  amount  of  iron  from  the 
navy-yard  just  previous  to  its  removal  to  League  Island? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  very  large 
quantity  of  it. 

Q.  By  order,  as  you  state.     Who  was  the  order  from  ? — A.  Isaiah  Hanscom. 

Q.  How  long  previous  to  the  removal  of  the  yard  did  you  have  that  order  ?— A  For 
a  whole  year ;  we  were  running  all  the  time. 

Q.  You  testified  here  that  there  was  an  order  to  deliver  to  you  all  iron  such  as  was 
not  required  in  the  construction  department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  l  think  you  will  tiud  the 
order  to  deliver  us  that  iron  was  dated  August  27, 1875. 

Q.  Was  it  under  this  order  of  last  August,  that  you  took  away  iron  in  December  f- 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  take  it  away  before? — A.  We  were  working  on  it  all  the  time. 

Q.  Were  you  takiug  away  iron  from  August  up  ? — A.  We  were  taking  away  irou  for 
two  years;  from  April 27,  1874. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  the  order  to  take  this  last  iron  that  you  have  down  in  the 
bonded  warehouse  wnich  is  not  weighed  ?— A.  That  was  under  the  order  of  August. 

Q.  By  whose  consent  did  you  take  it  from  here  and  put  it  in  the  bonded  warehonse, 
without  its  being  weighed.  What  authority  did  you  have  to  take  it,  and  pot  it  in 
there  ? — A.  I  went  to  Naval  Constructor  Hartt,  and  informed  him  that  we  were  taking 
away  iron  there,  and  the  scales  were  up,  and  that  we  were  unable  to  weigh  it  I  told 
him  if  we  were  allowed  to  take  it  over  there  as  soon  as  we  weighed  it  we  would retnro 
the  weight  to  the  Government.  He  wrote  a  letter  embodying  that  statement  to  Wash- 
ington. 

Q.  Did  headdress  it  to  the  commander  of  the  yard  ?— A.  I  think  he  addressed  it  to 
Isaiah  Hanscom,  through  Mr.  Steele. 

Q.  Did  you  get  an  order  back  from  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  take  that  material 
from  the  yard  and  put  it  in  the  bonded  warehouse  without  being  weighed  ? — A.  No, sir; 
I  took  it  away  by  consent  of  Constructor  Hartt.    He  gave  me  a  pass  to  pass  it  out 

Q.  Without  its  being  weighed  ?  And  then  you  put  it  in  the  bonded  warehouse  under 
the  orders  of  Isaiah  Hanscom  ?— A.  I  say  that  he  (Hartt)  made  a  statement  to  WaA- 
iugton  that  he  had  done  so. 

Q.  He  gave  you  the  orders  before  he  made  that  statement,  did  he  not  ?— A.  I  don't 
think  there  was  any  order  about  it.  Naval  Constructor  Steele  came  here  sometime  in 
December  witb  a  tec\\\e%l  itom  \\i^  c\i\fcl  oi  ^'^  \iwx^"5i.>\  -^.v^^K^aAivTi^n,  to  get  a  com* 
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plete  stateroeut  of  all  iron  that  we  had  received  from  the  Ooverument.  At  that  time 
we  were  takins;  the  iron  oat  of  the  yard,  and  the  scales  were  np.  Mr.  Hartt  made  a 
statement  to  Washington,  saying  that  we  were  taking  some  iron  out  of  the  yard  there ; 
that  there  were  no  scales,  and  that  he  had  allowed  us  to  take  it  to  the  Queen-stree^* 
wharf  to  the  honded  warehouse  there,  and  we  should  return  the  weight  to  him  as  fast 
as  it  was  weighed.  We  did  so.  We  have  a  sworn  weig[h-uia!iter's  certiticate  for  all 
that  has  gone  out,  and  as  soon  as  we  get  the  balance  weighed  we  will  return  that  to 
him.    If  there  is  any  harm  iu  that,  certainly  it  is  for  you  to  jAtlge  for  yourself. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  investigation  that  was  made  under  the  orders  of  Commo- 
dore Preble,  about  certain  missing  material  from  the  yard  f — A.  I  do  not  know  any 
more  than  this :  I  was  in  Washington  for  some  three  or  four  weeks.  When  I  returned 
I  found  a  certain  man,  named  Rowbotham,  an  engineer  in  the  Navy,  and  found  that  he 
was  running  around  talking  of  Reyuoldh's  warehouse.  Reynolds  had  no  warehouse  of 
course.  I  asked  what  was  the  matter.  They  said  that  I  had  taken  some  copper  pipe 
or  something  that  belonged  to  the  Antietam.*  They  wanted  to  know  when  it  went  out, 
and  I  think  ne  named  a  date,  and  stated  that  he  had  seen  it  in.  the  morning,  and  it  was 
gone  in  the  evening.  They  told  him  that  I  was  not  here  but  in  Washington,  and  as 
soon  as  I  returned  they  would  send  me  down.  I  returned  in  the  course  of  a  week  or 
so.  I  went  down  to  the  yard  and  reported.  I  found  the  board  of  investigation  there 
investigating  the  case  of  some  things  which  had  been  lost.  I  went  in  to  the  board, 
and  they  asked  me  some  questions.  The  first  nuestion  I  think  was  whether  I  had  seen 
those  articles.  I  told  them  that  I  had  not.  I  think  the  specification  said  that  they 
were  taken  out  at  a  certain  time.  They  wanted  to  know  whether  I  could  throw  any 
light  on  the  subject.  I  told  them  I  could  not.  Then  they  wauted  to  know  whether  I 
had  not  taken  them.  I  told  theiu  I  had  not.  I  also  uAi\  them  that  I  had  not  had  a 
team  in  the  yard  for  a  week  at  the  time  they  charged  that  these  goods  were  taken. 
People  had  been  removing  goods  out  of  the  yard.  I  then  stated  tliat  if  goods  went 
out  of  the  yard  it  was  the  fault  of  the  yard  authorities  in  not  stopping  them  at  the 
gate.    There  were  no  passes  there  allowing  auy  of  my  teams  to  go  out. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  clerk  or  any  agent  of  yours  in  charge  of  the  bouded  warehouse, 
or  the  room  in  which  your  iron  was  stored  ? — A.  jN»o,  sir ;  we  have  no  authority  to  have 
auy  clerks  in  charge  of  anything  at  the  warehouse.      The  Warehousing  Company 
have.     They  locked  it  up  and  have  the  keys,  aud  have  complete  control  of  it.     We  can- 
not get  in  there  ourselves,  except  by  their  permission. 

Q.  Did  the  board  intimate  to  you'in  their  examination  that  they  had  mad«  a  request 
to  enter  that  room  ?— A.  You  are  referring  to  the  wroag  investigation.  This  was  another 
investigation.    There  we're  several  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  endeavor  to  prevent  an  examination  iuto  the  quantity  of 
Tuaterial  stored  at  the  bonded  warehouse  f— A.  Never.  I  took  the  board  there,  com- 
posed of  Civil  Engineer  Stratton  and  others.  I  requested  Captain  Wells  to  go  over, 
he  being  one  of  the  parties  appointed  on  the  board.  He  wouldn't  go,  but  a  man  named 
Roon,  a  master-mason  in  the  Navy,  went.  I  told  them  to  poiut  out  anything  that  they 
claimed  and  they  could  have  it.  They  went  over  aud  a^^certaiued  that  there  was  some 
old  iron  and  other  things  of  theirs.  I  told  them  I  would  take  it  out  and  return  it  to 
them  at  my  own  expense,  which  I  did. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  did  you  return  f — A.  I  don't  know  that.  I  have  the  receipt  of 
Civil  Engineer  Stratton  as  to  its  return. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  that  came  to  be  stored  with  yours  ? — A.  Yes.  sir;  I  have 
an  idea.  At  the  time  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  yard  mv  meu  wer»5  there  pulling  out 
old  iron  that  would  have  reverted  to  the  Pennsylvania  R  lilroa  I  Compativ,  in  case  it 
was  not  taken  oat.  I  told  them  if  they  saw  auy  old  iron  lying  around  there  belong- 
ing to  the  counstruction  department  to  take  it  out.  That  was  my  instructions  to  my 
men.  They  had  an  idea  that  they  could  go  aloug,  and  whenev^er  they  saw  inm  under 
the  bricks,  for  instance,  they  would  clean  it,  and  roll  them  down,  and  put  it  on  the 
lighters.  As  it  is,  there  is  any  quantity  of  material  lying  in  the  Philadelpia  navy- 
yard  to-day  that  reverted  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

Q.  How  do  you  make  that  out  ? — A.  It  is  covered  up  there  under  the  debris. 

Q.  To  have  been  caught  in  thai  position  there  must  have  been  some  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  some  one,  it  seems  to  me  f — A.  Well,  I  siippose  there  was. 

Q.  Whose  default  was  that  ? — A.  You  know  my  opinion  al)0ut  the  destruction  of  the 
yanl,  anyway,  is  not  very  good.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  most  wanton 
destruction  of  property  that  I  ever  heard  of 

Q.  Wanton  on  the  part  of  the  contractors? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  an  outrage 
to  allow  buildings  to  be  torn  down  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  toru  down  tlwsre. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  Mr.  Rice  ? — A.  I  mean  Mr.  Rice. 

Q.  I  note  that  you  in  the  whole  course  of  your  testimony  employ  the  plural  ''we;" 
why  is  that  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  mean  it;  I  corrected  myself  whenever  I  found  it  out.     I 
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had  no  connectiou  at  all  with  McKay,  with  the  exception  of  the  interest  that  we  had 
in  these  aactiou  sales. 

Q.  What  interest  did  yon  have  in  them  t — A.  By  the  agreement  we  were  to  shire 
and  share  alike  in  the  profit  and  the  loss — that  is,  McKay  and  the  firm  of  S«^ert, 
McManns  and  Co.,  and  not  myself;  I  am  merely  acting  as  their  agent. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  interest  in  the  profits  made  by  Seyfert,  McManns  &,  Co.  in  theie 
matters  ?— A.  I  have  a  percentage  or  commission,  as  you  might  call  it. 

Q.  A  commission  on  profits,  or  on  the  amount  of  sales  and  purchases  ? — A.  A  com- 
missfon  on  the  amount  of  sales  and  purchases. 

Q.4j)id  you  charge  a  commission  in  all  this  matter  in  which  McKay  and  they  are  in- 
terested ?— A.  I  have  never  made  any  charge. 

Q,  Do  you  expect  to  f — A.  I  expect  to.  There  is  merely  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween Mr.  Seyfert  and  myself  in  regard  to  it ;  one  don't  think  he  should  pay  asmach 
as  the  other  one  does.  Seyfert  don't  think  that  he  should  allow  me  the  price  that  1 
abk.  There  was  a  board  of  investigation  ordered  some  time  in  Decembec,  I  think,  com- 
posed of  Chief  Engineer  Newell,  Wells,  Stratton,  and  Roon.  They  made  a  report  to 
Commodore  Preble,  and  the  Commodore  forwarded  the  report  to  Washington,  ard 
also  a  letter  to  Commodore  Howell,  in  which  he  makes  use  of  these  words:  "I  haTe 
instructed  Captain  Wells  to  notify  Mr.  Reynolds  to  return  the  goods  in  his  warehouse 
at  his  own  expense.^'  Now  if  Commodore  Preble,  and  the  officers  connected  with  the 
yard,  had  looked  into  their  orders  they  would  have  found  that  I,  individually  speaiL- 
iDg,  never  had  a  contract  with  the  Government  with  the  exception  of  breaking  np  the 
Nebraska.  In  their  orders  with  reference  to  me,  they  treated  me  as  if  I  was  the  con- 
tractor there,  while  I  was  not.  I  very  often  received  orders  about  the  movement  of 
teams,  about  the  disposition  of  material  at  the  wharves,  and  about  things  that  I  had 
no  more  interest  in  than  you  have.  He  then  goes  on  and  says  that  "Mr.  Reynolds's 
mistake  in  taking  goods,  to  which  he  had  no  legal  right,  renders  his  repntatioo  ibi 
honesty  at  least  equi vocal.''  He  placed  himself  upon  record  in  the  Department  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  to  have  the  Department  or  any  other  person  make  these  charges 
against  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  when  he  was  here,  some  two  weeks  ago  f— 
A.  I  did,  at  a.  distance.  ^ 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  his  room  *— A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  a  room  or  office  with  him  during  his  stay  here  ? — A.  I  was  not, 
and  I  didn't  speak  to  him. 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f — A.  I  have  no  relations 
with  him  at  all. 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  Mr.  Hanscom  f — A.  Merely  friendly  and  sociaL  I 
have  had  a  long  acquaintance  with  him.  Our  acquaintance,  of  a  standing  of  two 
years,  has  been  a  very  pleasant  one. 

Q.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native  ? — A.  Of  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  position  in  this  navy -yard  ? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Or  in  any  other  ? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  position  under  the  Government  T — A.  Never,  except  as  a  sol- 
dier.   1  lost  my  arm  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh. 


William  M.  Seyfert  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
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Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Seyfert,  McManns  &  Co.,  of  this  city  f— 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  interested  in  various  matters  in  connection  with  the  Navy  De- 
partment of  the  United  States,  in  the  way  of  purchase  and  exchange  or  sale  of  mate- 
rial for  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  exchange.  There  was,  however,  a  time  that  we  madeuale* 
during  the  rebellion,  furnishing  guns  for  the  Government. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  nature  and  character  of  your  business  with  the  Navy  Depart^ 
nient  since  the  year  1870  ? — A.  I  don't  think  we  have  gone  so  far  back  as  that.  1  thiols 
It^'S  or  1874  is  about  the  time  we  started  in  in  regard  to  this  bar-iron  which  we  fur- 
nished the  navy-vard  at  Philadelphia,  in  exchange  for  old  iron. 

Q.  State  your  dealings,  and  the  extent  of  them,  as  succinctly  as  you  can.— A  ^« 
have  made  an  exchange  with  the  Government,  giving  them  new  iron  for  old.  That  is 
altout  all  there  is  in  it. 

Q.  Y'ou  took  old  iron  at  what  price  ?— A.  We  took  old  iron  at  If  cents.  We  make 
them  iron,  I  tbiuk.  at  8  cents.  There  was  another  transaction  in  which  we  took  three 
of  old  and  gave  them  one  of  new.  They  proposed  making  the  same  arrangement  with 
us  as  they  did  wuvi  oV\\ei  "y^ktW^i^.  \^^\i^\i<i^^'^wil\ii^  to  get  something  to  do  for 
the  Goveinmeut  ivo\u  tVin^  io  W\^^»    Oxxx  ^q\Y^ ^\^ \a.\M5Si.  ^^s^  'KWi^^^  'va.  ^<8.  ueigh- 
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borhood  of  1,^00  to  2,000  men.  I  had  gone  over  to  Washington  on  several  occasions 
for  the  purpose  of  gettinji^  something  from  the  Government  to  keep  our  men  employed. 
I  was  a  long  time  about  it.  I  had  others  as  well  to  use  some  influence,  bat  failed.  It 
was  not  this  iron  we  were  after,  but  some  plate-iron  for  ships  of  war  which  had  been 
partly  promised  to  us.  Somehow  or  another  it  all  came  to  nothing.  Then,  toward  the 
fast,  there  was  a  proposition  made.  It  was  said  that  there  was  some  iron  wanted  at  the 
navy-yard  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  if  we  were  able  to  supply  the  character*  of  iron 
that  they  wanted  and  the  quality,  &,c.,  they  woiild  give  us  an  order  exchanging  old 
iron  for  new.  We  have  done  that.  We  have  some  orders  on  our  books  yet  unfilled. 
They  are  for  a  small  amount.  I  think  there  is  some  little  iron  in  our  possession  not  yet 
delivered.  We  are  ready  to  deliver  it,  and  have  always  been,  but  they  have  no  place 
to  receive  it. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  quantity  received  by  you  under  your  contract  or  con- 
tracts in  which  you  bought,  or  agreed  to  take,  old  iron  from  the  Navy  at  If,  and  to  re- 
turn new  at  the  rate  of  8  cents  per  pound  ? — A.  I  am  not.  I  suppose  our  books  will 
show.  I  know  very  little  about  the  details,  not  having  charged  my  mind  with  those 
matters  particularly.    The  clerks  in  our  office  will  probably  be  able  to  state  that  fact. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  to  show  the  exact  terms  and  dates  of  these  several  transac- 
tions with  the  Navy  Department  ?--A.  We  have  orders  for  everything  that  we  have 
transacted  with  the  Government.  Oar  transactions  have  always  been  as  regular  as 
possible,  and  I  have  been  somewhat  surprised  to  see  the  statements  in  the  papers 
regarding  our  firm. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  state,  without  reference  to  your  books,  the  dates  or  the 
amounts  of  these  several  transactions  1 — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  not  charged  my  mind,  hav- 
ing no  idea  of  anything  of  this  kind,  of  course.  I  can  onlv  say  that  there  have  been 
two  transactions,  but  first  of  all  that  was  for  plate  iron.  We  bought  iron  considerably 
lower  at  that  time,  and  we  were  getting  a  fair  price,  but  no  more  than  others. 

Q.  W^hen  you  say  others,  yon  mean  others  who  had  been  contractors  for  the  Govern- 
ment I — A.  Yes,  sir;  furnishing  iron  as  I  diil. 

Q.  Who  were  the  others  f — A.  I  don't  know,  but  I  think  it  was  said  to  us  that  Pen- 
nock  &  Co.  were  working  under  their  orders. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Roach  and  others  ? — A.  They  are  making  iron  now,  but  I  don't  think 
they  did  at  that  time,  although  I  suppose  Mr.  Roach  has  been  getting  a  good  deal 
that  iron,  the  same  as  others,  and  furnishing  a  good  deal  of  plate-iron. 

Q.  Your  business  has  been  entirely  in  the  nature  of  exchange  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  altogether. 

Q.  There  has  been  no  absolute  purchase  by  you  f— A.  No,  sir.    We  wanted  to  pur- 
chase.   We  did  not  want  to  exchange  this  iron.    We  had  plenty  of  scrap-iron.    But, 
in  order  to  get  something  to  do  to  keep  our  men  employed,  we  tried  everything  that 
we  possibly  could.    All  our  neighbors  were  having  something  to  do  with  the  Govern 
ment. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  fee  or  commission  to  anybody  in  order  to  secure  this  contrAct 
or  make  this  arrangement  T— A.  Not  a  cent.    I  never  did  and  never  would. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  present  to  any  one  1 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Of  whom  is  your  firm  composed  ? — A.  Our  firm  is  composed  of  myself  and  brother, 
Mr.  McManns,  and  Mr.  Trexel.    There  are  only  a  few  of  us  in  the  concern. 

Q.  Is  any  one  connected  with  the  naval  service  in  any  way  interested  with  you  in 
your  business  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  any  Navy  contractor  interested  with  you  in  your  business  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  Mr:  McKay  interested  with  you  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  we  have  pur- 
chased from  Mr.  McKay.  We  have  purchased  a  good  deal  of  iron  from  him,  and  sold 
a  good  deal  to  him. 

Q.  Were  you  not  interested  with  him  in  the  profits  of  iron  that  he  purchased  f — A. 
So  far  as  we  purchased,  yes,  sir.  We  ]mrchased  the  iron  from  Mr.  McKay.  We  made 
advances.  He  had  not  the  money.  We  paid  him  for  the  iron  and  sold  it.  He  was  to* 
give  us  half  the  profits. 

Q.  You  advanced  the  money  ? — A.  We  paid  him  the  money. 

Q.  That  was  to  enable  him  to  make  the  purchase  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Y'ou  then  divided  the  profits  ? — A.  After  we  took  charge  of  the  iron,  we  sold  it 
and  divided  the  profits  ;  in  other  words,  he  gives  us  one-half  the  profits. 

Q.  W^hat  interest  has  William  P.  Reynolds  in  this  contract  ? — A.  He  has  no  interest 
at  all  in  it,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Does  your  firm  pay  him  any  commission  on  account  of  that  transaction  in  any 
way  ? — A.  He  has  been  attending  to  our  business  so  far  as  shipping  is  concerned.  We 
pay  him  the  same  as  we  would  anybody  else. 

Q.  Do  you  pay  him  a  regular,  stated  salary  7 — A.  He  has  been  our  man^  and  he  has 
been  going  out  selling  goods  for  us,  and  we  pay  him  a  commission.  It  is  just  so 
in  buying  scrap.  We  pay  hiqi  a  small  commission  as  we  do  some  of  the  other  parties 
outside  of  him,  whom  we  have  in  our  employ. 

Q.  Have  you  made  sale  from  your  establishment  to  aii'j  o^e^x  ot  Wife  >ivvx^"a».  «t  ^\i^ 
officer  of  this  navy-yard,  of  any  material  on  private  accouut  \ — k,  '^o^^xx. 
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Q.  Nor  of  ony  mercliaiidise  that  yon  control  ?— A.  No,  iir, 

Q.  Have  you  m»le  Any  loftna  li>  any  such  parties  t — A.  O,  no.  air :  wc  staad  entirely 
free  and  clear  from  that.  We  paid  nothiag  to  anybody.  Wbat  was  dooe,  was  drat 
by  myself  pretty  much,  althongh  a  former  member,  Mr.  UcUiuius,  who  is  aoir  UeoMiid. 
bad  been  speudiag  a  goad  deal  of  time  over  at  Waahiuglon.  Wu  had  put  in  ■  gnu 
many  bids  for  the  dry-dock  at  Key  West,  and  many  bida  for  plate-iioii,  and  one  thine 
and  another,  but  we  uever  gi)t  auythiuK.  although  there  would  be  no  better  prepanl 
mills  in  the  onuntry  to  do  the  work  than  otira.  That  plate-iron  had  been  proQuwl 
OS,  bnC  we  never  got  any  of  it,  and,  I  suppose,  to  let  us  op  a  little,  they  gave  ui 
little  of  ihU  iron  to  eichanue. 

Q.  In  the  bills  rendered  by  your  SK^ot,  Mr.  Brynolda,  haa  he  ever  rendered  an  u- 
connt  in  which  be  lias  stated  that  be  bad  paid  out  or  beeu  put  to  any  eipenae  fbraul 
on  acoouDt  of  your  buaiiiesB  to  enable  him  to  secure  any  contract  t — A.  Ko,  sir.  Ibt 
details  ontaide  of  our  contrncta  I  know  very  little  about. 

Q.  In  any  coatnicta  that  he  bas  itjade  or  alleged  that  he  bad  made  with  the  GoT«n- 
ment,  has  lie  reudered  any  sueb  etateinetit  to  yon  if  he  haa  made  any !— A.  H«  bit  dm 
made  any.  If  he  made  any  he  niaile  it  for  bimstf.  That  lit,  so  far  as  cuCtiaK  apanot 
veasEls  waa  concerued.  We  were  to  have  the  iron,  hut.  na fortunately,  we  did  uotp: 
that.  Some  of  the  other  concerus  got  the  irou.  He  took  the  contract  for  biiuHlf  uJ 
not  for  ua.  Cutting  up  vessels  is  outside  of  our  line  of  business.  We  Uou't  ffinl  U 
botkei  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Did  you  receive  under  a  contract  for  exchange  iron  that  waa  in  the  navy-yinl  ii 
the  time  it  waa  being  broken  up  laxt  fall ', — A.  I  don't  kuow  that  we  did.  if  vedid 
we  were  working  under  the  coutract  that  we  bad.  As  I  say,  there  is  iron  doe  nt  no* 
They  owed  us  at  one  time  thlrtvor  forty  thousand  dollara.  Wedid  not  want  tbil  int 
We  wanted  the  money,  t  bad  beeu  at  Washingtou  on  aeveral  occasions  inordeilo 
^et  the  money,  but  they  told  lue  that  there  was  no  appropriation  j  that  they  bid  dd 
money. 

Q.  And  that  you  must  lake  iron  f— A.  Tbey  offered  me  iron,  and  I  thought  proubly 
the  better  way  would  be  to  take  it. 

Q.  At  the  time  they  were  breaking  up  the  yard  wag  not  iron  shipped  from  the  jvi 
intbe  barges  over  to  a  bonded  ware  housn  near  your  wharff — A.  That  is  MiDettun^ 
that  I  don't  know  anything  about.  .  If  there  was  any  iruu  that  belonged  to  iuod  llic 
excbauge,  I  auppoae  it  would  be  there. 

Q.  Wouldilbeonvour  wharf  or  iu  the  bonded  wateboasef — A.  There  is  sow*  belMg- 
ing  to  ua  at  the  bonded  warehouse  now. 

Q.  For  what  reason  do  ynu  Ifeep  it  iu  the  bonded  warehouse? — A.  Webavtr»i*d 

Q.  As  it  lies  there !— A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  has  been  weighed  f  — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  suppose  tbfre  '"'■ 
probably,  six  or  seven  hundred  tons;  there  was  not  that  much  there.  Some  of  it  "o' 
up  to  Reading;  some  we  sold,  aud  some  is  lying  there  now.  That  is  Btrai([bl  f^^ 
that  have  never  been  used. 

Q.  And  bar-iron  f — A.  I  would  not  call  it  bar-iron.  It  is  heavy  iron.  SoWy  ooold 
use  it  except  for  forge  purposes.    We  did  not  want  it.    We  would  rather  hare  bfU 

By  Mr.  Bdrleigr  ; 

Q.  Do  yon  say  that  it  is  very  nice  iron  f— A.  It  has  never 
bnt  it  ts  not  worth  anything.  '  1  would  rather  have  scrap-iron. 
I  not  get  flO  a  ton  for  it. 

1  By  Mr.  Harris: 

I  Q.  Is  not  thia  the  fact,  that  some  iron  that  was  shipped  ove) 

at  the  yard  aud  haa  not  been  weighed  vet,  and  awaits  to  be  r( 
warehouse  before  yon  can  get  the  weight  of  it  f — A,  That  I  don't  knt .. . 

Q.  Which  member  of  your  firm  would  know  it  f — A.  I  suppose  Mr.  Reynolds  wobU 
know  it.    He  is  the  shipper  who  attendeil  to  the  shipping  of  it. 

Q.  Ton  call  it  yonr  iron  ;  that  is,  subject  to  your  order  I— A.  Yea,  sir :  the  eiciuuige 
iron  belongs  to  us. 

Q.  Except  that  it  is  in  the  bonded  warehouse  T— A.  Some  of  it  ie  therv.  I  don't 
know  that  you  can  call  it  a  bonded  wareltouse.  It  is  the  Pennsylvania  Wanbonx. 
The  irou  is  there  and  we  have  borrowed  money  on  it ;  not  only  on  that  but  on  a  gnal 
deal  of  stuff  at  these  times. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whetliet  the  Government  knows  how  much  there  is  tbure  t— A.  1 
suppoae  the  Government  has  the  account  of  it.  We  sent  an  account  of  all  that  bu 
been  weighed  to  the  Government. 

Q.  Has  it  been  weigVieA  1— k,  \  I.'W.mV  «o. 

Q.  I  desice  to  aogguatto  30iittiMi^t.^«'3ao\.4»  »».-^*'ft«i\»ao.\ii'CM,TK»i«lmn^  w» 
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Qoved  Trithout  TveigbiDfr,  for  the  reason  that  there  were  no  scales  in  the  yard. — A 
nr,  yon  are  referring  to  a  different  lot  of  iron.    This  is  not  bar-iron.    This  bar-iron 
it  is  piled  np  is  on  the  warehouse  property  but  not  under  cover.    It  is  lying  out- 
e,  on  the  wharf,  but  there  is  another  little  lot  of  iron  that  I  heard  something  ol  that 
lying  in  the  warehouse,  and  this  iron  was  from  the  navy-yard.    The  scales  had 
;n  removed,  and  it  is  there  waiting  to  be  weighed  now,  I  believe. 
i-  Then  it  has  not  been  weighed  f — A.  I  don't  know  that  it  has  or  has  not. 
}.  That  yoQ  call  your  iron? — A.  I  think  it  is.    It  comes  under  the  exchange  of  old 
n. 

},  Did  not  yon  take  into  your  custody  all  the  iron  that  Nat.  McKay  bought  on  joint 
;onntT — A.  Yes,  sir;  pretty  much  all  that  he  bought. 
}.  It  came  to  you  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know  it  did. 
I.  Have  you  given  him  credit  for  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  And  have  been  selling  and  using  it  ? — A.  We  have  been  selling  a  good  deal  of  it. 
J.  Were  you  present  during  the  time  of  the  transportation  of  that  iron  ?— A.  I  was 
nrn  at  the  yard  but  once  during  all  the  time. 

^.  You  were  not  yourself  personally  cognizant,  then,  of  what  took  place  at  the  time 
the  removal  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

J.  You  took  what  came  to  you  as  the  iron  bought  by  McKay  on  joint  account  ? — A. 
9,  sir.  We  paid  for  it  and  took  it  in  charge  afterward.  McKay  was  a  perfect 
anger  to  me  at  the  time. 

J.  Do  you  know  of  his  getting  any  more  iron  in  that  way  than  he  purchased  T — A. 
at  I  don't  know  anything  about. 

).  State  whether  or  not  the  scrap-iron  which  he  bought  was  of  a  different  charac- 
frora  this  iron  which  you  were  exchanging  with  the  Government  ?— A.  Yes,  it  was 
newhat  different.    It  was  made  up  of  old  boilers  and  loose  scraps  lying  around  the 
rd  thrown  together  for  sale. 
^.  Shot  and  shell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i.  Cast  and  wrought  iron  f— A*.  It  was  all  mixed  up,  cast  iron,  &c. 
i.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  it  ? — A.  I  do  not.    After  the  iron  had  been  weighed 
)re  was  a  bill  sent  to  Mr.  McKay,  who  brought  it  to  us  and  said  there  was  so  much 
e  for  iron  purchased,  and  I  gave  him  a  check  paying  him  for  the  iron.    I  don't  know 
lether  he  paid  the  check  over  or  whether  he  got  the  money. 

5.  You  understood  that  you  were  advancing  the  money  to  enable  him  to  pay  the 
vemmentT— A.  We  bought  the  iron  from  him.  He  had  not  the  money;  that  is,  I 
ink  he  had  not. 

J.  Do  yon  remember  how  much  money  you  advanced  him  I — A.  That  I  don't  know. 
^.  About  how  much  f — A.  I  could  uot*^  say  that.  The  checks  were  made  out  and 
ought  to  .me  to  sign. 

^.  What  is  the  name  of  your  clerk  who  could,  from  your  books,  with  the  most  readi- 
es give  us  this  whole  history  f — A.  Mr.  John  M.  Mais. 

j.  Do  yon  take  an  active  part  in  the  busine!»s  now  ? — A.  We  have  an  office  in  Philadel- 
ia  here  in  co-operation  with  our  manufacturing  business  at  Reading.  I  know  very 
tie  about  the  mechanical  branch  of  the  business,  and,  so  far  as  the  office  is  con- 
med,  1  am  away  a  good  deal  of  the  time.  There  was  a  kind  of  agreement  or  contract 
bween  Mr.  McKay  and  ourselves,  which  explains  the  whole  thing. 
^.  There  is  a  contract? — A.  There  is  an  agreement  between  us  to  divide  the  pur- 
ases  that  he  might  make  at  the  auction  sales. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  relation  to  McKay  than  that  ? — A.  Nothing.  Mr.  McKay  was 
perfect  stranger  to  me  before  he  came  to  Philadelphia.  1  did  see  him  on  several 
trasions  at  Washington,  but  not  intimately. 

Q.  Have  his  transactions  with  you  been  square  ? — A.  There  is  some  little  money  due 
111.    In  fact,  I  kept  it  back  from  him. 

Q.  I  mean  on  his  part,  has  he  dealt  squarely  with  you  ? — A.  I  think  he  has. 
ij.  There  is  no  disagreement  or  dispute  between  you  ? — A.  O,  no ;  nothing  more  than 
at.    When  things  were  going  as  they  were,  be  wanted  money,  and,  of  course,  I  did 
t  want  to  pay  him  any  money.    I  could  see  how  the  thing  was  drifting. 
Q.  What  dangers  did  you  see  ? — A.  I  did  not  know,  but,  perhaps,  these  iuvestiga 
•ns  coming  on,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  newspaper  talk,  and,  we  being  brought  in, 
bought  there  was  something  wrong.    I  had  the  money,  and  I  thought  it  would  be 
fer  not  to  pay  it  and  then  get  into  trouble  afterward.    That  is  the  reason.    So  far  as 
yfert    &    McManus    are  concerned,  there  is  nothing  irregular  about  it.    I  have 
[>eated  that  on  several  occasions,  and  I  repeat  it  again.    That  is,  as  far  as  I  know, 
there  is  anything  that  is  not  regular,  I  am  ignorant  of  it. 
Q.  You  took  the  material  that  he  sent  yon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  advanced  him  money  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did  not  buy  any  iron. 
Q.  So  far  as  you  know^  he  got  no  iron  thai  did  not  belong  to  him  ? — A.  So  far  as  I 
low,  he  did  not. 

Q.  And  yon  have  reckoned  into  the  acconnt  and  given  him  credit  for  all  the  iron 
lich  came  to  you  under  that  purchase  ? — A.  So  far  as  1  kuov?. 
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Q.  And  so  Tar  aa  be  claims  t—A..  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  to  nbetber  or  uot  he  obtaiaed  irnu  i[n[iroper1f  fTom  tho  yard  at  tbetimeot 
tbe  reiDOTal,  ;ou  kQOir  uotbiug  f — A.  Nothing  at  all.    There  is  very  little  mooef,  if 
ftDftbiDg,  due  bitn.    We  bnve  not  made  up  oar  account,  and  did  i.ot  want  to  mikclt 
Dp  nntil  after  tbia  tbing;  n'as  settled. 
Bj  Hr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Yon  have  been  in  the  basiness  of  niaiiiiracturiDg  iron  for  a«nie  timet— A.  Yo, 
air;  I'snppose  onr  firm  bas  been  in  existence  close  to  forty  yeare. 

S.  Yon  were  bronght  np  in  the  bneinees f^A.  As  I  have  aaid  before,  I  kooirnf; 
e  about  the  ma  nu  fact  urine  or  mecbanical  part  of  tbe  bastneas. 

Q.  When  yon  Luv  iron  you  fenoir  about  what  you  will  get  flrom  it,  do  yon  not  F— A. 
That  IB  a  part  of  tne  business  tbat  I  ba^e  not  given  my  attention  to.  Scra|)-iraD  lai 
pig-iroQ  have  each  a  price.  We  buy  a  good  deal  more  iron  than  we  aae  in  onr  irorks; 
in  fact,  we  make  a  g<>i>d  deal  of  iron. 

Q.  As  B  practical  man,  in  buying  aueb  iron  as  you  buy  of  the  Navy  DepartDWDt,  t 
good  deal  of  it  being,  aa  you  say,  nice,  heavy,  clean  iron  and  very  good  iron,  wtil  a 
the  loss  In  remanu&cturiug  f— A.  It  is  tbe  labor  more  particularly. 

Q.  There  is  some  little  percenta)^  of  lose  in  the  weight,  is  there  not  T—A.  0,  ;a: 
say  10  or  15  per  cent.,  and  perhaps  more. 

Q.  Would  not  10  per  cent,  be  a  large  alluwatice  f— A.  I  ttaiok  not.  I  think  it  iraald 
be  very  amall. 

Q.  You  have  a  foundery  connected  with  your  businets,  have  you  notf — A.  YM,ur; 
we  have  a  foundery  and  fnmaoe. 

Q.  What  is  your  loss  in  melting  scrap  and  pijc  and  pnttitig  it  iu'o  casringil— 1. 1 
cannot  sav  as  to  tliat  exactly  what  tbe  ioas  would  be.  There  would  be  mure  lunin 
pig-iron  than  in  wrought  iron. 

Q.  Does  the  loss  in  putting  it  into  castings  exceed  one-eigbtb  J— A.  Yea,  sit;  tlitn 

Q.  lunderstaiid  that;1intdoi«  tbat  eiceedaneigbthi— A.  Icaunotsaythat,  Tlutt 
is,  of  course,  less  waste  on  good  irou  than  ou.rusty  iron. 

Q.  How  much  would  tbe  percentage  be  in  loss  in  mannfacturing  into  new  iron  llie 
good  clean  scrap  and  armor-plate,  sueh  an  you  buy  in  tbe  Navy  f — A.  I  cannot  uati 

().  I  don't  auppoae  tbat  you  can  answer  me  within  1  per  cent.,  but  yon  can  «illu" 
5  Der  cent.) — A.  J  don't  know  that  I  can  tell  tbat. 

1.  Would  not  10  pet  cent,  be  a  large  or  good  aud  even  liberal  allowance  I— A  P«- 
n  may  be  right. 
\k  you  if  ycm  think  it  would  not  bn  u  gooil,  liberal  allowance  f — A.  Then  !« 
u  record,  if  1  say  tbat,     I  don't  witut  you  to  force  a  tbing  from  me  coutraryla 
what  I  think. 

Q.  I  ask  you  aa  a  mannfacdirpr.  Yon  don't  waut  to  diaplay  ignorance  in  youto'S 
bustneas.  Do  you  say  that  you  tbink  10  per  cent,  is  a  good,  liberal  allowance  far  good, 
dean,  new  scrap-iron,  such  iron  aa  you  buy  of  tbe  Navy  I— A.  There  is  a  great  deal  ai 
\6ty  good  iron,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  tbat  is  very  poor  stuff.  Some  of  that  irm, 
I  suppose,  wilt  lose  25  pec  cent.  Then  there  is  other  Iron  that  probably  would  doI 
lose  10  per  cent.  Tbat.  I  think,  is  about  as  near  an  answer  as  1  conld  give  you. 
Q.  What  proportion  of  it  wilt  lose  25  per  c«ut.  F— A.  I  think  the  bulk  of  it  is  good, 

Q.  Tbat  would  not  loae  more  than  10  per  ceut.  T—A.  Possibly  nut  more  than  10  per 
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Q.  1  nnderstand  that  in  oue  of  your  contracts  you  gave  the  Governuteiit  If  fat  old 
iron,  and  received  fl  cents  for  new.— A.  Thut  was  a  special,  fine,  fancy  iron,  lu  Mni 
canes,  1  think,  there  wan  some  large,  heavy  plate,    Tbe  sheets  were  large  and  hnavy. 

Q.  How  large  was  that  contract  F-A.  There  was  uot  much  of  it;  some  four  or  fiv( 
or  six  thousand  dollars. 

Q,  I  mean  of  the  iron  tbat  you  delivered  at  S  cents  a  pound  on  irou  tbat  yun  bongbt 
at  i(,  taking  it  alto)(ether.— A.  [  could  uot  answer  as  to  that. 

Q.  Can  yon  give  it  within  a  few  thousand  pounds  f — A.  1  conld  not,  inde«d. 

Q.  I  bave  tbe  impression  tbat  tbe  coutruct  for  tbe  ^-cent  iron  amoauted  to  ftao.iNIO. 
AmIwrongT— A.  1  hardly  tbink  it  was  as  much  as  that.   I  hare  not  looked  ovrt  Cbiise 


Q.  As  a  manufacturer  I  will  ask  you,  wan  uot  a  transaction  like  that  a  pretty  gooit 
one  for  tbe  mauufactnrer  ?— A.  It  woul J  be  now,  very  good. 

Q.  Yon  had  yonr  irou  at  1}.  Alt  tbe  ditterence  was  your  labor,  material,  coal,  it 
That  is  a  pretty  good  linsineas.  is  it  not  f— A.  Well,  the  profits  don't  show  that  way- 
The  iron  was  mostly  heavy  pl.iting,  two  to  three  inch. 

Q.  What  would  tbat  iron  be  worth  now  f— A.  I  BUp|>ose  it  noold  bring  abont  tZ?  * 

Q.  I  mean  sucli  as  ^nu  nvAA  tot  ft  ceWs,.   'S\«\  ^ii-aW  tlw.t  be  worth  to  maaufae- 
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ture  ? — A.  We  should  uot  want  to  make  it  less  than  G^  or  6f  cents,  but  we  would  want 
to  buy  the  surap-iron  in  the  same  proportion  less.  It  is  not  delivered  to  us.  We  de- 
liver that  all  to  the  yard,  and  take  it  from  the  yard.  Some  of  that  heavy  iron  costs  as 
$5  a  ton  to  handle.  We  made  it  for  the  Government,  expecting,  of  course,  that  they 
wonld  ^ive  ns  some  orders.  Some  of  the  iron  we  have  lying  up  there  now  in  our  place, 
not  delivered  yet. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  yon  not  get  an  extra  price  for  that  extra  wide  iron  that  you  made  f — A 
Those  were  all  extra  prices  for  the  wide  iron. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  of  that  ? — A.  I  don't  remember.  That  was  worth  consider- 
ably more.  It  was  worth  almost  double.  We  could  not  get  that  iron  to-day  for  less 
than  12  cents  a  pound.    I  refer  to  some  very  heavy  wide  iron. 

Q.  The  difference  in  that  would  g^ive  you  6^  cents  for  manufacturing ;  so  if  you  take 
a  pound  of  iron  from  the  Government  at  If  and  supply  them  with  new  iron  at  8  cents, 
would  von  uot  get  6f  cents  for  manufacturing  ?^A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  Was  not  that  a  good  business  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  Yon  speak  of  merely  doing  this  business  to  keep  your  hands  employed  ? — A.  That 
was  the  principal  thing  in  going  over  to  Washington.  It  was  not  this  bar-iron  that 
we  were  after. 

Q.  If  three  pounds  of  good  clean  iron  is  given  to  you  for  one  pound  of  new,  is  not 
that  a  good  business  ? — A.  Admitting  all  that,  suppose  we  did,  we  did  not  want  to  lose, 
money.    We  often  take  iron  and  roll  it  for  other  persons. 

Q.  Wonld  you  say  that  it  was  a  good  business  to  do  it  for  any  person  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  think  it  would  be,  especially  at  this  time,  and  it  would  give  employment  to  the  poor, 
too. 

Q.  You  think  it  woal4  be  u  good  business,  and  you  would  be  glad  to  get  such  busi- 
ness f — A.  O,  I  think  so,  yes ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  that.  The  Government  was 
o.wing  us  some  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  it  was  the  money  that  we  wanted ; 
we  did  not  want  the  iron. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  the  Government  in  debt  to  you  now? — A.  I  think  it  owes  ua  a  little.  We  do 
not  want  any  iron ;  we  did  not  want  it  then;  but  we  wanted  something.  Times  were 
d nil  and  we  wanted  our  money. 

Q.  And  for  the  indebtedness  of  the  Government  you  were  willing  to  take  old  iron  ? — 
A.  We  had  to  do  so ;  I  will  not  say  that  we  had  to  do  it,  but  when  we  came  all  the 
•choice  iron  was  picked  out ;  that  is,  the  quarter,  half,  three-quarters,  and  oue  and  a  half. 
Then  they  gave  us  exactly  what  they  had  here — all  the  heavy  iron,  3-iuch. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Don't  you  take  greenbacks  freely  from  anybody  in  your  business  ? — A.  We  have 
never  declined  to  take  them. 

Q.  You  would  be  glad  to  get  them  ? — A.  I  have  not  heard  of  anybody  who  was  not 
satisfied  to  take  them.    But  you  cannot  p^  debts  with  iron. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  do  not  believe  the  Government  will  pay  vou 
when  it  promises  to  pay  you  for  your  iron,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes ;  but  this  account  had 
been  standing  for  some  time,  and  we  wanted  our  money.  I  think  Mr.  Hauscom  and 
Mr.  Hartt  will  bear  me  out  in  that. 

Q.  Was  there  any  trouble  between  you  and  the  Government,  and  was  that  the  rea- 
son that  yon  did  not  get  a  settlement  before  ? — A.  No,  sir.  only  we  failed  in  getting  con- 
tracts that  we  thought  we  ought  to  have.  We  thought  we  were  entitled  to  some 
work  from  the  Government.  Our  neighbors  all  around  here  were  filled  up  with  work, 
and  some  of  them  overflowing.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  get  a  contract  from  the  Gov- 
ernment now.  I  wanted  this  money  that  the  Government  owed  me  to  pay  bills. 
They  said  they  had  old  iron  here  in  the  navy-yard  that  they  were  tearing  up ;  we  sent 
some  to  Reading,  and  it  was  very  expensive  to  handle,  owing  to  its  weight. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Providing  I  bad  a  thousand  tons  of  such  iron  as  you  received  at  the  yard  here  at 
the  time  of  removal,  and  I  wanted  you  to  make  it  over  into  suitable  sizes  for  the  con- 
struction department  here,  what  would  you  charge  me  a  ton  to  manufacture  that  ? 
That  is  such  iron  as  I  understand  you  have  delivered  them.  You  have  not  made  them 
any  heavy  plating  * — A.  We  have  been  giving  them  heavy  plating  far  some  of  the  gun- 
boats.    I  think  we  charged  them  7  or  7|  cents,  or  6^  and  7  ceuts. 

Q.  That  was  for  the  iron  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bnt  the  question  is,  provided  I  had  had  two  thousand  tons  of  such  iron  as  you 
received  from  the  Government  when  it  was  owing  you,  and  I  wanted  you  to  make  it 
into  different  sizes  such  as  would  be  used  in  the  construction  department  of  the  navy- 
yard,  what  would  you  have  taken  that  iron  and  manufactured  it  into  new  iron  for  me 
per  ton,  I  paying  you  the  money  for  manufacturing  f— A.  I  don't  know  that.  That  is 
nil  hammered  iron. 
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By  Mr.  BVULKJOH ; 


^.  KhM  IB  the  market  pric;«  to-dnj  of  iroD  to  build  abridge  arcordiu^  to  thenm- 
ent  modeof  bnihliug  iron  biiiltiesf  What  will  you  contract  to  build  a  bridKefotf— 1. 
We  do  not  build  any  of  tliBt  ctiarncter  of  article. 

Q.  You  know  about  thts  vnlue of  il  in  tlie  uinrket.  Wbst  is  it  north  t— A.  IiDp^ 
BODiewhere  about  2}  to  3  ceuit-,  or  uloug  t1i«r<>.  Altbuugb  that  in  a  kiud  of  iroalbil 
we  do  Dot  uinke. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  How  much  pig'iron  would  it  take  to  tnro  out  a  too  of  plate  or'  cast  iroul— A.  I 
Hunpow  Bomewbere  ubout  a  too  and  a  ijuarter. 

Q.  How  much  good  scrap  wrought  would  it  take  to 
iron,  either  in  bar  or  plate  f— A.  1  snjipose  about  the  lii 
bad,  but  it  iH  HiniewbtrB  about  tbat. 


*,  Apiil  19,  l.fl6. 

Jacob  G.  Seafie  sworu  and  esiimioed. 
By  Mr.  Harris  : 

QncBtion.  Are  yon  n  member  of  the  firm  of  Nesfle  &  Levy  !— Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Where  ie  yoar  place  of  busioens  f— A.  lu  this  city,  oo  the  Delaware  Hiver. 

Q,  What  is  j'onr  busiuess  f— A.  Mnriue-euKiue  buildiUR. 

Q.  Have  yoo  bad,  at  any  time  since  ItTl,  cootracts  with  the. Saw  Departnwnl  f-i. 
We  have. 

Q.  Bo  you  remember  the  differeot  coulracis  which  you  have  bad !— A.  Weftiniished 
aome  boilers  to  go  to  California. 

Q.  When  was  tbat ;— A.  In  leT5. 

Q.  What  was  the  amonnt  of  tbat  contract  ?— A.  1  really  do  not  remember  now. 

(The  witness  was  diiecled  to  tuiuiab  to  Ibti  committee  copies  of  ail  bis  contractu  ■itli 
(beGoverument,}  ■ 

Q.  What  other  contracts  have  yon  had  ? — A,  We  have  one  which  is  not  jet  cou- 
pleted.    It  is  the  finishing  of  Ibe  steamer  Qniuuebang,  which  was  launched  hen. 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  with  her!— A.  Wo  are  taking  the  machiuery  and  (lUcingit 
in  the  bull  and  gettiug  her  ready  for  sea. 

Q.  You  build  the  niacbiuery  ',—A.  It  was  built  at  Washington,  bnt  not  competed. 
We  took  the  contract  then  lo  complete  it  and  put  it  in  and  lit  ber  for  sea. 

Q.  What  was  the  amonnt  of  contract  t — A.  I  do  not  remember  on  either  env- 
tract.    I  will,  however,  furnish  yon  the  papers. 

Q.  Have  yoD  had  any  other  cou tracts  with  the  Government  ?— A.  No,  sir;  Ibelit" 
those  are  the  only  ones. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  .rebuilding  any  vessel  for  the  Government  T — A.  Kn.  sir. 

Q.  Through  whom  have  yon  obtained  these  contractB!— A.  We  got  thera  at  Wt*" 
ingtOQ  through  Cblef  Engineer  Wood. 

Q.  By  competitive  bids  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  advertised  for  t — A.  I  cannot  say  positively  about  tbat,  but  I  thiut 
they  were. 

Q.  Were  yon  the  lowest  bidder  for  both  these  contracts  I — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Have  yon  employed  any  person  to  asaiit  yon  iu  these  matters  either  in  ifitial 
the  contracts  or  obtaining  j^our  pay  for  tbero  f — A.  So,  sir ;  we  never  did  employ  any 
bo<ly  in  anv  way  or  shape  in  the  way  of  giving  them  compensation. 

Q.  Have  yoo  not  met  Mr.  E.  G.  CattelT  in  your  transactions !— A.  No,  air ;  1  nev« 
did.    I  do  not  know  the  gentleman. 

Q.  And  you  have  never  paid  him  any  commissions  f— A.  Sot  a  cent,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  commissions  to  any  other  person  in  that  connection  T— A.  So.ut. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  preseute  of  any  money  to  anybody  connected  with  the  S»vj 
Department  r — A.  Neither  present  nor        "' '         .-      .        ^ 

Q.  Neither  directly  uorindirectlvf- 

my  knowledge.     1  do  not  know  tbat  w 

body.    We  have  never  been  very  great  favoi 
been  on  the  outside. 

Q.  Have  yon  made  efforts  to  get  contracts 
ijutntly,  but  those  were  the  onlv  two  we  we _.  .„  ^ 

y.  And  those  you  got.  you  6ii|>i.ose,  because  you  were  the  lowest  bidder  t— A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  had  any  diflicuUy  with  the  Department  in  relation  to  either  cf 
those  bidsT — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Neither  in  netting vput  pa^  nv  haviuR  your  contract  accepted  T— A.  No,  air.  For 
the  pretteiit  vonttacl  vit  \ia\-e  ii\i\i»nA,^iiWNevitwN»&w>\»'a«^  -Khatever. 
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Q.  Have  yon  anked  for  any  ? — A.  No,  sir.  They  gave  ns  to  nnderstand  that  they 
«rere  short  of  fnnds,  and  we  told  them  that  they  could  let  it  stand,  and  that  we  would 
Dot  ask  them  for  anything  until  the  work  was  completed. 

Q.  How  soon  will  you  complete  it! — A.  We  are  comparatively  doing  nothing,  wait- 
ing for  the  Department  to  give  us  further  instructions  about  some  of  the  iittin)^  out  of 
the  vessel.  The  constructor's  department,  is  behindhand  in  giving  instructions,  and 
we  have  gone  as  far  as  we  can  go  with  the  machinery  until  that  other  portion  of  it  has 
been  completed.  In  fact,  we  have  not  fully  contracted  yet  for  the  construction  depart- 
ment— the  hull  of  the  vessel. 

Q.  Ib  not  the  hull  built  ? — A.  Yes.  We  only  took  a  portion  of  that.  Our  contract 
was  to  take  the  vessel  as  she  stood  on  the  docks  and  finish  her,  calk  her,  and  get 
ready  for  launching,  &c.,  and  launch.  That  portion  is^done  now.  The  outfit,  such 
as  the  rigging  and  the  joiner  work  and  blacksmithing  work,  is  yet  to  be  completed. 

Q.  Are  there  any  bills  from  the  construction  department  unpaid  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
are  none  of  them  paid. 

Q.  Then  you  have  received  nothing  for  anything  that  you  have  done  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
Dothing  on  the  work  done  on  that  contract. 

Q.  Have  you  placed  the  engines  in  position  in  the  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are 
now  ready  for  steam. 

Q.  About  how  much,  probably,  does  the  Government  owe  you  on  that  vessel  f — A. 
They  owe  us  about  860,000. 

Q.  Have  you  called  on  the  department  of  construction  and  repair  to  furnish  you  with 
the  necessary  plans  and  specifications  for  your  work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  reason  has  been  given  why  they  have  not  been  furnished  to  you  ? — A.  It 
went  from  one  department  to  the  other,  and  they  seemed  to  be  slow  in  acting  in  the 
matter. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  good  business  management  to  begin  to  work  upon  a  vessel 
until  your  plans  and  specifications  are  all  ready  from  beginning  to  end  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  hardly  think  it  is. 

Q.  Is  it  ordinarily  the  practice  in  the  Navy  Department,  so  far  as  you  know,  to  begin 
a  vessel  until  the  plans  for  all  the  work  are  first  completed  7~A.  I  Sibonld  not  think  it 
would  be  judicious. 

Q.  Is  it  in  your  practice  and  experience  ?— A.  No,  sir.  Our  plans  are  always  rea4y 
when  we  begin,  so  that  we  may  know  where  we  are  going  to  end.  We  have  applied 
to  them  frequently  to  give  us  instructions,  and  work  is  comparatively  at  a  stand-still 
there,  at  an  expense  to  us.    We  are  suffering  by  their  delay. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  yourself  as  having  a  right  to  make  claim  for  delay  ?— A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  think  our  contract  will  cover  that. 

Q.  Is  it  probable  that  you  will  finish  the  vessel  before  the  close  of  this  fiscal  year  t 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  will.  That  is,  if  we  can  get  the  plans  and  specifications 
from  the  department. 

Q.  Dp  you  expect  that  that  matter  is  now  being  put  forward  ? — A.  We  have  written 
to  them  time  and  time  again,  and  we  understand  the  thing  is  in  progress. 

Q.  How  long  would  it  take  yon.  if  you  had  your  plans,  to  have  your  work  finished  f 
— A.  It  would  take  us  three  months. 

Q.  You  would  hardly  finish  it  by  the  last  day  of  Jane,  would  you  ?— A.  Hardly  ;  but 
I  think  it  could  be  just  about  done  if  the  plans  are  turnished  at  once. 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  have  not  been  doing  much  on  that  work  ? — A. 
We  have  been  doing  scarcely  anything  for  the  last  two  mouths. 

(The  following  papers  were  submitted  by  Mr.  Neafie  as  a  part  of  his  testimony:) 

'*  Washington,  May  4,  1876. 

**  Gentlemen:  Referring  to  your  ofl'er  of  the  28th  ultimo  to  do  certain  work  on  the 
United  States  steamer  Quiuuebaug,  at  the  navy-yard,  Philadelphia,  for  the  sum  of 
$35,000,  the  bureau  does  not  consider  the  work  therein  specified  as  being  snfiBcient  in 
detail  to  warrant  its  approval,  but  submits  for  your  acceptance  the  following  revised 
proposition : 

**  That  for  the  sum  above  named  you  will  furnish  all  the  labor  usually  performed  by 
shipwrights,  fasteners,  outboaid  joiners,  calkers,  and  laborers,  necessary  to  complete 
the  following  portions  of  that  vessel,  viz,  timbering  of  the  lumber  part.  All  the  out- 
side planking  from  the  keel  to  the  rail,  including  squaring,  calking,  searching  and  plank- 
ing. All  keelsons,  engine  and  shaft  bearings,  breast-hooks,  ceiling,  clamps,  hold  and 
store-room  floors.  All  bulk-heads  two  inches  and  over  in  thickness ;  valves  to  water- 
tight bulk-heads.  Orlop  and  berth  deck  framing,  including  the  fitting  and  fastening 
ot  the  iron  portion  over  boilers.  Berth-deck  water-wavs,  thick  strake  deck  planking, 
hatch  and  scuttle-coamings,  hatches  and  scuttles.  Orlop  and  berth  deck  knees  of  all 
kinds.  Stanchions  in  hold,  including  fittings,  those  of  iron.  Chain  and  shot  lockers, 
magazine  and  shell-rooms,  ready  for  plumbers.  Engineer's  and  other  openings  through 
bottom  and  side  and  fitting  castings  to  same.  Gun-deck  framing,  water-ways. 
Knees  of  all  kinds,   thick    strakts   and    deck-plan km^.     ^\«lv>\-v^\\\\vx^,  ^^^^'wXw^g^^ 
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ftDd  8l«pa.  Capatau-bitU.  chaiu-pi|>e  and  otber  sciir.tl''-9.  Atl  batcIi-ciMmiDgi  of 
nood,  aud  fitliuK  thuae  ot*  iriiD.  Toi>HRil-sbeet  liitta  aud  lltliDg,  faaleiiiot;  aod  tiuitb- 
iDg  tbe  Banie.  Fit'e-rnils  and  Htaacbious  fot  same;  pln-raiU.  Fitting  and  securiiit 
uooTing  and  otber  bitts  of  iron.  Cbain-pipea,  compressors  aad  a[o|>p«rs.  Mupr- 
coaming  and  gal  ley- plat  form  :  apirketlug  battery  plank  main  rail.  Poup-dvck  ud 
foncaatle  deck  claiupa ;  framiu);  batcb-coaminzs,  plauk-sbeut.  cbocka,  deck-plaabing. 
All  stancbioQB  uudnr  gun,  poop,  and  foreca-ttle  decks ;  naia  rail,  bammDck-slanchioai, 
and  rails,  Dutwater  aud  bead  complete,  cbaonela,  cbaiD-plate«,  iuclading  tempIilH 
for  and  fastening  tbe  same.  Quarler-galletiej ;  port  sbalters,  including  tbe  SttlDKiDd 
hanging  and  attacbing  alltittinga  botb  t«  small  and  pivot  porta;  asb-ports  col  aDdcui- 
inga  to  be  fitted ;  hoat-diivita  and  Qttiaga,  IncladiDg  ctutcbea,  strongback,  Ae,,ul- 
head,  fore-tack  and  niain-braoe  bumpkiaa,  bawaer  and  mooring  plpe-holea  to  btcil 
and  casting  fitted  and  fastened.  Bbeet-cbocka  to  make  and  Gt,  air-porta  and  scappui 
and  castlugB  fitted ;  all  boles  for  guns  aud  rigging  and  otber  parposes  to  fit  and  pat  Id  : 
iron  and  composttion  stanchions  for  band-raits  on  poop  and  forecastle  decki;  &Ih 
keel  to  work,  fit,  and  fasten  stern-bearing,  shoe,  stern-poat.  and  stein-poat  palm  U  fil 
and  fasten  ;  rudder  to  haug,  aud  tiller  to  abip  ;  all  temp]at«a  of  whatever  nalnlt,  Hk 
iron-workers,  to  be  made  b;  you ;  all  labor  necessary  to  1 
ing-materia)  after  sbe  in  afloat;  all  decks,  store-room 
squared,  bunged,  calked,  and  planed. 

"  All  tbe  above  work  is  to  be  done  in  a  workmanlike  ic 
the  s u peri u tending  naval  constructor. 

"  Any  portion  not  above  specified  which  must  be  done  In  order  to  complete  that  nbicb 
ia  apecifled,  will  be  done  by  yon, 

"The  labor  neceaaary  to  handle  and  tranaport  all  maierial  from  store-hoaKt iwl 
shops,  to  bnild  atagea,  &c.,  is  to  be  furnished  by  you,  and  it  must  be  undenlood  ttiil 
you  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  succeesful  launching  of  the  vessel,  and  the  seouriDg  ol 
the  I  an  ncbing- maierial.  In  the  performance  of  tbe  wmk  the  facilities  of  the  yard  sua 
the  use  of  tools  will  be  allowed  you,  with  tbe  understanding  that  yon  are  to  keep  tin 
tools  in  repair  while  using  them. 

'■■"'--   -  it  {(35,000)  allowed  for  doiuj^  tbia  work  will  be  paid  in  fonr  psymM^J;, 

n  triplicate,  c  .  ■         = 

to  eu title  you,  to  tbe  payment  named. 

"  Please  signify  in  writmg  your  acceptanc 
begin  tbe  work. 

"  Kespectfullj. 


er,  and  in  accordaaM  wiUi 


I  of  tbia  proposition  aud  your  readliies» 


'■Dkar  Sir;  Your  es 
I  ibe  United  States  st 
to  onr  satisfaction. 
■'Roflpecifully, 


L,  ila)  10, 1975, 
nied  favor  of  the  4tb  instant,  detailing  the  work  to  be  dart 
iier  Qninnebaug  bas  been  duly  received  by  us,  and  the  sanl 
I  shall  proceed  wilb  tbe  work  with  dispatch. 

"KEAFIE  &  LEVY- 


>N-,  Jpril  5,  1876. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Replying  to  .your  letter  nf  this  date,  ofl'ering  to  place  the  engine!, 
boilers,  &o.,  iiicluding  all  tiie  machinery  of  the  Quinuebaug  on  board  said  vessel  at  tbe 
Philadelphia  uavy-yard,  make  all  tbe  necessary  attachments,  connections,  A:c.,  com- 

Elete  for  sea-service,  including  steam  trial,  for  tbe  sum  of  SSO.'WO,  ia  hereby  accepted 
y  direction  of  tbe  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Tbe  bureau  to  fnrnlsh  all  the 
materials  aud  tbe  necessary  facilities  for  bolstiog  or  handling  the  heavy  parts,  and  the 
uae  of  smith's  fires  fot  dressing  tools,  ike,  bnt  will  uot  furnish  any  other  tools  required 
ID  this  work.  The  work  to  be  proceeded  with  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  practicable, 
and  all  done  under  the  auperiutendence  and  to  tbe  satisfaction  o(  the  inspecting  en- 
gineer-officer. 

"  Respectfully, 

"  Wit.  \V.  W.  WOOD, 
'■  Cliitf  of  B»ntM. 
"  Nbafie  &.  Levy, 

"  Penn    Work*,  Philodelphui,  Pa!" 
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•'*  Washington,  February  11,  1875. 

"  Gentlemen  :  lu  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  lOth  iostant,  sabznittiD^  proposition  to 
construct  the  boilers  for  the  United  States  steamer  Lackawanna  and  deliver  the  same 
in  acoordance  with  the  specifications  and  drawinj^s  submitted  to  you  with  the  bureau's 
letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  bureau  does  not  feel  authorized 
to  accept  your  ofter  at  the  price  named,  viz,  thirty-five  cents  per  pound  for  said 
boilers,  ont  consider  that  27^  cents  per  pound  a  fair  price  for  the  work.  If  you  accept 
this  price  (27^  cents  per  pound)  for  the  boilers  constructed  and  delivered  as  above,  the 
bureau  will  give  you  the  work.  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
**  Respectfully, 

"  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 
*'  Chirf  of  Bureau. 
"Neafie  &  Levy, 

"Pe»)i  Works,  Philadelphia:' 


*'  Philadelphia,  2,  12,  1875. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  we  would  say  that  we  except  your 
offer  of  27^  cents  per  pound  for  the  building  of  the  boilers  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Lackawanna,  the  said  boilers  to  be  built  or  tit  together,  then  taken  apart,  painted, 
marked,  and  numbered,  and  then  to  be  delivered  on  the  cars  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
subject  to  orders  of  United  States  Government. 
"  Very  truly, 

"NEAFIE  &  LEVY. 
"  W.  W.  'W.  Wood, 

"  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam-Engines,  Washington,  D.  C." 


•  Philadelphia,  Apnl  19, 1876. 

Jacob  M.  Dallas  sworn  and  examined.      * 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  connection  with  the  navy -yard  in  this  city  ? — An- 
swer. I  have.    I  served  my  time  there. 

Q.  What  x)osition  did  you  hold  there? — A.  Shipwright. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  removal  of  property  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  State  whether  you  saw  any  impropriety  or  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
of  the  Grovemment  during  the  time  that  that  property  was  l>eing  removed ;  and,  if  so, 
what  it  was. — A.  I  cannot  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  officers. 

Q.  How  was  it  as  to  the  men  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  ?— A.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  know  anything  against  them. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Yon  say  that  you  did  not  see  any  impropriety  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 
yard  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  they  took  careful  superintendence  of  everything  that  went 
on  in  the  yard  during  that  removal. — A.  I  do  not  exactly  know  whether  the  officers  of 
the  yard  bad  charge  of  the  removal  or  not,  or  whether  the  contractors  had  charge  over 
the  officers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  officers  over  the  yard  had  charge  of  all  the  property  ? — 
A.  I  suppose  they  had. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  understand  that  while  the  contractors  were  under  obligations  to 
remove  the  Government  property,  yet  that  they  were  under  obligations  to  remove 
such  property  as  the  Government  officers  showed  them,  and  directed  tnem  to  remove  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  or  not  they  did  take  that  care  and  supervision  of  it?  Were 
they  in  condition  to  know  what  was  being  done  ?— A.  I  always  thought  so.   « 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  in  assisting  to  remove  the  property? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  the 
Quarterman  of  the  shipwrights,  under  Mr.  Hartt,  having  in  my  charge  some  twenty- 
nve  or  thirty  men  in  reconstructing  the  Constittition. 

Q.  You  were  not  active  in  removing  the  property  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  contractors  do  you  refer  to?— A.  The  names  I  heard  down  there  were 
McKay,  Rice,  and  Reynolds ;  I  know  them  all. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Rice's  contract  as  you  understood  it  ? — X.  As  far  as  I  understood 
it,  it  was  for  removing  bricks  in  the  buildings. 

Q.  In  what  manner  was  that  done  ? — A.  I  have  an  idea  that  it  was  done  in  a 
xather  destructive  manner. 

Q.  Did  it  strike  you  that  the  object  was  to  destroy  rather  tlian.  to  t^\5iQv^*v  — k..  "^^^ 
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sir;  it  did  DOt  strike  me  in  that  way,  but  1  thick  the  removal  was  iD  rather  a  qoicX 
aod  destructive  way. 

Q.  Iq  what  manner  did  they  take  the  bnildings  down  ? — A.  They  tumbled  th^  waLX^ 
timbers,  and  every  thin  j^  right  down. 

Q.  \Va«  there  any  such  tbicg  as  taking  off  the  bricks  carefnlly  to  preserve  them  ^  — 
A.  No,  sir,  there  was  not. 

Q.  The  walls  were  thrown  off  broadside,  and  then  torn  to  pieces  f — A.  Tea,  sir ;  tl 
is  the  way  it  was  done. 

Q.  And  the  timbers  falling,  a  great  many  of  them  got  broken  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  such  a  remoVal,  in  your  judgment,  as  would  secure  the  property  in  the 
condition  ? — A.  No,  sir,  it  was  not. 

Q.  Now,*  as  to  the  removal  of  that  portion  of  the  matter  which  Mr.  McKay  seeoz^^ed 
to  have  charge  of  in  the  construction  department,  what  do  you  say  as  to  that  f — A^  ,  I 
cannot  say  anything  in  regard  to  Mr.  McKay;  I  was  engaged  in  the  yard,  havio  ,^^a 
good  many  men  under  me  ;  I  never  saw  much  in  the  way  of  McKay's  removal  eice^  -yt- 
ing  to  observe  the  teams  passing  backward  and  forward  to  the  end  of  the  what  .^Eto 
his  lighters. 

Q.  Did  he  tear  down  nny thing  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  he  removing  lumber,  timber,  and  iron  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Guu-carriages  and  ordnance  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  removed  ordmu  :^ce 
or  not;  I  know  that  he  removed  from  the  construction  department. 

Q.  In  his  removal  did  you  notice  any  waste  or  destruction  ? — A.  ^o,  sir. 

Q.  What  have  you  to  say  as  to  his  manner  of  doing  thin^? — A.  I  thought  ho  ^id 
everything  properly  ;  I  saw  nothing  at  all  out  of  the  way  with  him. 

Q.  He  made  his  men  work,  I  take  it  f — A.  He  made  them  work  night  and  day. 

Q.  Was  he  always  on  hand  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1  have  seen  him  at  12,  at  2,  3,  and  4  o'cl  ^3ck 
in  the  morning  ;  as  I  worked  my  men  all  niffht,  I  always  saw  him  on  hand  in  the  y^rd- 

Q.  Did  you  Know  of  his  removing  anything  from  the  yard  which  did  not  g^^^  ^^ 
League  Island  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  ;f  ou  any  intimate  relations  with  him  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  Reynolds,  who  removed  the  irpn  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  i»-^*y' 
thing  about  Reynolds,  because  that  did  not  lay  in  my  line. 

Q.  You  saw  him,  however  ? — A.  I  saw  him  loading  up  iron  and  observed  the  wa<r* 
taking  iron  out,  but  it  was  not  my  department  and  I  paid  no  attention  to  it.    I 
merely  attending  to  my  own  business. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  taking  out  upon  teams  or  lighters  any  property  which  you 
sidered  ought  to  have  gone  to  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  tubes  taken  away  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  new  iron — bar-iron  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  him  remove  f — A.  I  saw  him  take  nothing  out  but  old 
iron. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  his  lighters  to  look  them  over,  did  you  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  that 
not  my  place ;  I  had  no  business  there.    My  place  was  aboard  the  Coustitalion.        ^      .^^ 

Q.  You  felt  that  the  removal  of  the  buildings  was  a  destructive  thing  f — A.  1  though 
so  at  that  time,  and  I  think  so  yet.  ^^^cs 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  two-thirds  of  the  material  which  entered  into  thoae  baildin^^P^i. 
was  removed  f — A.  I  cannot  say  that  exactly  ;  there  might  have  been  articles  of  differ 
eiit  description  removed  at  night  and  in  day-time  ;  there  was  so  much  confuaion  bacl 
ward  and  forward  that  I  paid  no  attention ;  I  wa^  very  busy  all  the  time  keeping  m. 
men  at  work  hunting  timber,  beams,  ship's  knees,  &c.,  and  keeping  the  men  goinf 
All  I  could  say  that  I  thought  was  destruction  was  the  toppling  of  the  walla  down, 
the  throwing  over  of  the  buildings. 

Q.  You  thought  it  was  done  in  a  reckless,  careless  manner  ? — A.  I  thought  so  and 
think  so  still. 

3y  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  pile  of  knees  stated  to  have  been  bought  by  McKay  ^ 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  most  of  them  had  been  in  the  yard  since  1503-^64.  I  know  them  to  hav^ 
been  an  inferior  article  and  good  for  nothing'. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  as  a  shipwright  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  been  lying  there  rot- 
ting  since  the  fore  part  of  the  war. 

Q.  Are  they  all  of  that  description  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  good  for  nothing,  f 
would  not  give  tens  cents  a  knee  for  all  in  the  pile.  I  have  seen  them  a  hundred  times, 
and  have  tossed  off  10  or  15  trying  to  find  a  knee  to  use,  and  I  never  could  tiud  a  de- 
cent one. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  some  were  put  around  the  pile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they 
were  new  knees  that  were  put  aronud  the  pile.  I  could  not  say  that  they  were  re- 
moved with  the  oU\  p\\t. 
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Q.  How  mauy  should  yoa  judge  there  were  aroand  the  pile?— A.  I  sh'ould  judge 
that  there  wereahout  250  or  300  kuees;  they  were  good  kuees,  but  those  in  the  pile 
were  inferior  and  good  for  nothing. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Yon  had  culled  them  over  yourself?— A.  Yes,  sir,  many  a  time  ;  they  were  sap- 
rotted  and  good  for  nothing. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  the  sap  go  all  way  through  them  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  it  run  in  about  U  inches  or  2 
inches. 

Q.  SnppoAe  a  knee  is  ten  inches  thick  and  you  take  the  sap  part  off,  how  would  it  be 
then  ? — A.  Maybe  you  might  fetch  a  ten-iuch  knee  down  to  a  six-inch  knew. 

Q.  What  is  a  six-inch  knee  worth  f— A.  A  six-inch  knee,  five-foot  body,  ^6. 

Q.  What  is  a  seven-inch  knee  worth  ? — A.  $9.80. 

Q.  Conld  not  there  have  been  a  lot  of  such  knees  as  those  made  out  of  this  pile  which 
was  piled  up  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  there  could. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Then  you  are  not  quite  prepared  to  say  that  they  were  entirely  worthlesis  ?— A. 
I  went  over  a  great  many  of  them  for  my  purposes,  and  I  could  not  find  what  I  wanted, 
and  always  went  to  the  new  timber. 

Q.  That  is,  for  your  work,  having  plenty  of  material  to  select  from,  you  would  uot 
pick  any  from  these  knees  ? — A.  No,  sir;  because  the  nianual  labor  would  be  more  than 
it  would  be  actually  to  take  the  larger  knee  aud  work  it  down. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  What  was  the  size  of  the  250  knees  placed  around  the  pile  ? — A.  They  were  of  all 
sizes — 7,  9,  and  10  inches. 

Q.  Should  you  say  they  were  worth  from  six  to  ten  dollars  apiece ;  I  mean  those 
which  were  piled  up  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  a  10-inch  knee  worth  ?— A.  8*20  ;  and  an  11-inch  knee  is  worth  |*22.55;  a 
9-iuch  knee  is  worth  817.10. 

Q.  Were  there  not  some  9  and  10  inch  kuees  arouad  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  proportion  should  you  say  that  there  were  of  that  kiud  ? — A.  I  should 
jndge  on  an  average  that  they  were  about  8  inches  all  through. 

Q.  What  would  such  knees  as  those  be  worth  ? — A.  $13.60. 

Q.  You  say  you  think  there  were  about  250  of  them  put  around  this  pile  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  great  many  old  knees  there  which  had  been  used  :  that  is,  knees 
with  holes  bored  in  them? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  used  a  great  many  of  them  myself; 
they  were  taken  out  of  the  Nebraska,  which  they  broke  up  there  ;  I  used  a  number  of 
th^m  on  the  dock.  We  built  the  dry-dock  there.  I  used  a  great  many  of  them.  But 
there  were  not  a  great  many  of  them  in  the  pile  or  aro\ind  it.  I  could  not  say  that 
there  were  more  than  10  or  12  of  the  old  kuees  there. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  knees  since  they  were  removed  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  ordered 
right  down  to  the  island. 

Q.  What  do  yon  suppose  that  pile  of  knees,  taking  all  in  the  pile  and  all  around  the 
pile,  were  worth  ? — A.  I  should  judge  that  what  were  in  the  pile  and  around  it  were 
worth  from  §2,500  to  $3,000. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  they  went  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  of  them  weut  to  the  island  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  at  the  island  alter  you  went  down  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  are  satisfied  that  they  did  not  go  there  ?— A.  I  do  not  think  they  went 
there.  There  ai*e  a  numljer  of  new  kuees  down  there,  but  not  old  ones;  I  saw  plenty 
of  new  ones  there,  but  they  were  taken  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Were  there  other  new  knees  in  the  old  yard  except  those  which  were  around  that 
I>ile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  you  say  had  been  carried  to  Leajrue  Island  and  are  there  now  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  had  c}iarge  of  a  gang  of  men  putting  them  on  board  the  Burlington,  and 
taking  them  down. 

Q.  Did  yon  take  charge  of  any  new  knees  from  around  that  pile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  take  from  around  that  pile  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect,  exactly. 
I  never  kept  any  account  of  them ;  I  took  my  nieu  over  one  day  to  help  them  load  up  ; 
they  were  in  a  hurry  one  day,  aud  I  helped  them  to  take  the  kuees  down. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  new  knees  which  were  around  this  pile  were  taken  to 
League  Island  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  aud  belief,  I  think  they  were. 

Q.  So  that  the  new  kuees,  which  you  have  reckoned  were  of  such  value,  you  think 
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ivent  to  League  Island,  and  were  not  sold  in  the  pileT — A.  I  tbink  it  iaabctUul 
the;  vere  nut  eold  !□  the  pile.    I  think  they  were  sent  to  the  island. 

Q.  And  yon  remenibeT  of  taking  gome  from  aroand  thM  pileT — A.  Yei,  eir;  I  took* 
Dtimber  from  aroond  tlie  pile. 

Q.  In  doine  Bo  did  jon  select  new  knees  f— A.  It  did  not  require  any  selection;  tbe 
old  knees  were  piled  up  in  a  large  pile  and  the  new  knees  were  ont«ide. 

Q.  You  took  away  from  aroond  tcere  tLe  new  kneeeF — A.  A  ereat  many. 

Q,  When  ;ou  had  got  down  and  tbe  Burlington  bad  ^ot  down  to  League  Itlitd, 
were  there  any  of  the  new  knees,  which  yon  call  valnable,  still  lying  around  tbil 
pile !— A.  To  the  bcBt  of  my  knowledge,  I  think  there  were  some  lying  aronnd. 

Q.  Bow  many!— A.  I  could  not  tell  you,  bnt  I  remember  one  thing:  nbenlww 
enperintending  the  taking  away  the  last  sectional  dock  taken  from  the  old  ywd  to 
League  Island,  to  my  beat  knowledge  and  belief  there  were  not  enoagh  new  kncr* 
around  that  pile  to  draw  my  attention.  It  stood  there  as  a  oionament,  very  uuilf 
hare,  by  itaelf.  I  do  not  Bnpposa  that  there  were  half  a  dozen  knees  arouod  (be  pilt. 
Mr.  UcKay  removed  the  most  of  them,  and  aUo  tbe  yellow -pine  timber. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  us  to  understand  that  before  McKay  began  to  remove  his  pnrcluw 
the  knees  lying  aronnd  the  pile  hud  been  taken  away  by  tbe  Government  T — A.  In, 
air;  only  some  few  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Goremmeot  had  taken  a  few.  or  only  a  few  remained  t— A. 
The  Government  only  took  a  few. 

Q.  What  became  of  tbe  rest  of  them? — A.  McKay  lumoveil  them, bnt  wbelbtibe 
took  tbem  fo  the  yard  or  not  J  do  not  know. 

Q.  Toil  said  that  when  tbe  Burlingtoii 
knees  left  aroond  there  to  attract  youi 
remove  any  knees!— A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

(i-  How  many  new  knees  do  yon  think  were  left  after  you  mt  tfarongh  taking'lit 
you  thonght  was  proper  togofiown  on  the  Burlington  J — A.  I  should  judge  that  liw« 
were  aboot  150  or  200  new  kuees  left  there. 

Q.  Yon  say  when  you-moved  tbe  sectional  dock  tbe  pile  of  old  knees  stood  lib* 
mounmeut  I— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  were  no  great  number  of  new  knees  around  it  f— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  McKay  bad  at  that  time  removed  any  knees !— A.  No,  wr. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  these  new  knees  were  temoveil  toLeagne  Island  ornoit— 
A.  That  I  cannot  answer;  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Were  yon  at  work  at  tbe  yard  at  tbe  time  the  sale  of  this  pile  of  koeM"" 
made  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  There  were  good  knees  lying  around  them  at  the  time  the  sale  was  m»de,"«f 
there  not  T — A.  I  almost  forget  tbat ;  1  recollect  that  the  day  tbe  knees  were  soW,  i" 
my  opinion  there  were  bnees  lying  atuuuil  tbe  pile. 

'Q.  How  many  should  your  say  there  were  lying  around  the  pile  at  the  time  the  »u* 
wasffadet— A.  I  should  judge  there  were  15U  or  200. 

Q.  Piled  right  up  against  this  other  pile  7— A.  Xo,  sir ;  tbey  were  not  piled  right  sp 
against  it. 

Q.  How  close  were  they  to  tbe  pile  f— A,  From  30  to  50, 60  or  to  70  feet. 
By  Mr.  Harris: 

Q.  Were  tbey  ever  piled  close  aronnd  tbe  pile  !— A.  Xo,  sir;  they  were  just  standing 
np;  thev  were  scattered  around  tbe  yard  as  the  teamsters  put  them.  Tbey  were  thro*" 
upon  their  back  for  the  timber-inspector  to  see  Irath  !<ides  and  the  arm. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  see  them  in  any  dilferent  position  f — A-  No.  sir ;  not  for  inspeclioo. 

Q.  From  the  time  of  tbe  auction  or  sale  until  the  time  that  yon  carried  what  pa 
did  carry  down  to  the  island,  did  they  change  position  at  all  1— A.  So,  sir,     ' 
By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  they  baut  any  knees  from  any  part  of  tbe  yard  and  place  them  np  aronnd 
this  pile  after  the  sale r— A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge;  the  knees  that  were ne* 
were  merely  laid  aronnd  for  inspecrino.  Nothing  was  piled  np  against  the  pile  of  old 
knees  at  the  time  of  tbe  sale  or  after  the  sale  tbat  I  know  of. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  14,  le7fi. 
John  Baizlv  sworn  and  eianiDed. 

By  the  Chaihma>'  ; 
Question.  In  what  bnsinesa  are  you  engaged  f — Answer.  In  the  shipsmith  and  ms- 
chiue  goods,  blavkswi thing  and  machine  work. 
Q.  How  fat  is  juut  ^\(lc«  of  iHunutiattQW  the  navy-yard  I— A.  It  is  about  three-fonrtbi 
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Q.  How  far  is  it  from  Qaeen-street  wharf? — A.  Two  and  a  half  sqaares. 

Q.  Were  yon  enfraffed  at  the  navy-yard  daring  the  time  that  the  property  of  the 
joverumeut  was  being  removed  from  there  to  League  Island  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  had  no  connection  in  any  way  with  the  removal  of  any  property  from  there? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  navy -yard  ?--A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  removal  of  any  of  the  Government 
property  f — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  purchased  from  any  one  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  enaracter  of  your  property  and  from  whom  did  yon  purchase  it? — 
A.  I  purchased  some  iron  from  Mr.  Mais,  clerk  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.^  in  Chest- 
aut  street.    Those  are  the  parties  to  whom  I  gave  my  check. 

Q.  W^hat  kind  of  iron  was  that  ? — A.  It  was  bar-iron  of  different  sizes,  some  long 
pieces,  some  half  bars,  some  whole  bars. 

Q.  Was  that  of  the  character  called  Swedish  bar-iron  ? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  no 
Swedish  in  it.  The  most  of  it  I  bought  was  iron  that  appeared  to  be  fagoted  from 
scraps  ;  made  good  to  hammer. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  Was  it  refined  iron? — A.  I  bought  it  for  such,  but  I  got  cheated  like  the  mischief. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  did  you  purchase  ? — I  suppose  I  purchased  about  twelve  tons  or  more. 

Q.  Was  it  not  much  more  than  that  ? — A.  Well,  probably,  it  was.  I  recollect  of 
giving  one  check  of  |i900,  but  I  don't  recollect  what  the  others  were. 

Q.  Was  there  as  much  as  fifty  tons  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Thirty  tons  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  there  wasn't  thai  much ;  there  might  have  been  twenty 
tons ;  I  don't  think  there  was  over  that. 

Q.  Where  was  the  iron  deposited  at  the  time  you  bought  it  ? — A.  At  the  Queen- 
street  warehouse. 

Q.  You  removed  it  from  there  ? — A.  That  is  where  it  was  removed  from. 

Q.  Who  had  the  custody  of  it  at  that  place  ?— A.  I  didn't  remove  it ;  it  was  removed 
for  me  :  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  removal  of  it ;  my  son  saw  it  weighed  and  that 
was  all. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  was  present  at  the  time  it  was  weighed,  beside  your  gon  ? — 
A.  Mac  is  the  only  name  I  ever  heard.  A  tall,  large  man,  who  was  a  kind  of  foreman 
for  Mr.  Mais. 

Q.  Did  you  purchase  any  other  iron  or  material  from  Mr.  Mais  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the 
first  iron  I  purchased  was  this.  Mr.  McKay  owed  me  a  bill  of  some  $300,  for  work  that 
I  had  done  for  him  for  trucks.  They  stopped  there  to  know  if  I  didn't  want  to  buy 
some  iron.  I  felt  a  little  dubious  about  getting  my  bill.  It  had  been  standing  for 
some  time.  I  assented,  and  he  said  he  would  pay  me  in  iron.  I  went  to  get  the  iron 
and  I  was  stopped.  Mr.  Mais  came  in  while  I  was  getting  the  iron  and  stopped  me. 
He  said  I  wasn't  paying  enough  for  it,  and  I  couldn't  have  it.  I  told  him  I  was  or- 
dered by  Mr.  McKay  to  get  the  iron,  and  he  said  I  couldn't  have  it.  I  stopped  until 
McKay's  return,  for  some  time  afterwards,  and  then  the  order  came  to  me  that  I  might 
have  the  iron. 

Q.  It  appears  from  that  statement  that  you  did  go  for  the  iron  ? — A.  I  did  go  at  that 
time. 

Q.  When  you  were  at  the  Queen-street  warehouse,  who  was  present  having  charge 
of  the  iron  and  material  there  then  ? — A.  This  man  Mac. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  person  about  there  ? — A.  Several  of  the  laboring  men ;  per- 
haps Eddings  was  there  for  one. 

Q.  What  I  mean  is,  did  you  see  any  agent  of  the  Government  about  there? — A.  No, 
sir.  I  didn't  know  who  the  iron  belonged  to,  and  I  didn't  know  where  it  came  from. 
I  didn't  ask  any  questions  of  that  kind.    I  supposed  I  was  dealing  with  iron-men. 

Q.  Was  this  Seyfert,  McManus  <&  Co.'s  business-house,  or  was  it  the  warehouse  be- 
longing to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  ?— A.  It  was  the  warehouse  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  I  understood  that  Mr.  McManus  had  the  iron 
Btoweu  there. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  bonded  warehouse  of  the  United  States  Government,  was  it  ?— A. 
No,  sir.  That  was  the  warehouse  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  on  the 
Queen-street  wharf. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  purchase  you  made  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  you  that  Mr.  McKay  owed  you  a  bill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  bill 
was  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  iron. 

Q.  He  proposed  to  settle  it  in  this  iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  unlawful  removal  of  property  from  the  navy- 
yard  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  any  property  belonging  to  tlie  GovtT\i\n^\i\\A^\.QW^\ — K. 
No^  sir. 


<i.  fiom  remlar  dealets  r 
Q.  Vou   took  only  snch  i 
■     nt— A.  Yta.sir;  that  w 
J,  What  dill  you  pay  a 
j.  Did  that  come  from  t  ,   . 

Q.  Did  you  undeTBtaad  that  itdid  f — A.  No,  ai 
Q.  Didn't  yon  think  tbat  there  was  somethiug  wrong  abont  it  for  yoa  to  buy  it  it 
less  than  inarket-pcicea  f — A.  1  didn't ;  btcause  1  considered  that  I  pai'd  a  fair  niaikd- 

By  Mr.  Blrleigh  : 

Q.  Yoa  understood  that  McKay  bad  an  interest  in  It  T — 
thai.  MoKuv  had  an  interest  iu  it,  but  I  didu't  kuow  bim  ai 
knew  the  man. 

By  Mr.  Jonbs; 

Q.  Didn't  I  understaod  you  to  say  tbnt  youaod  yonrson  went  to  the  wareboi)se»''* 
picked  out  such  iron  an  jou  wauted  ?— A.  1  told  hini  there  was  a  pile  of  iron ;  tl>»t ' 
would  pick  so  much  out  of  that  ]iilu. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  think  that  was  a  low  price,  640  a  ton,  when  they  asked  you  $50  fo«> 
at  the  mill  T— A.  Ko,  sir;  not  in  taking  that  <iviantity  of  iron.  I  buy  irous  often  aro*>° 
in  these  junk-sbops  at  a  cent  and  a  half  and  cent  and  a  quarter. 

y.  You  can't  buy  20  tons  at  a  ceut  and  a  half  and  cent  and  a  quarter  T— A.  Yes,  ^ 
I  have  bought  five  or  ten  tons  of  large  iron  siuce  thai,  At>m  jiinkers  right  along  '* 
«vpnne.  It  has  been  shipiied  here  ftoui  the  south  iu  veaaeU,  tive-tncli  and  eight-i*^ 
round  iron. 

Q.  Wbo  is  Mr.  Mais  f — A.  I  suppose,  from  what  I  underBtand,  he  is  the  cleric^ 
M  C.Man  us  &.  Co. 

Q.  By  what  authority  did  he  say  to  you  that  you  oould  not  have  tbe  iron  wW 
McKay  told  you  to  go  aud  get  it !— A.  I  don't  know  ;  he  said  I  didu't  pay  enoogb  < 
it ;  tbat  it  was  not  enough  money  for  it,  and  I  couldn't  b»y«  it. 

Q.  What  kind  of  iron  did  yon  get  of  McKay  t— A.  Bar-irou. 

Q.  Same  as  yon  did  of  the  other  f— A.  Yes,  air. 

(j.  What  price  did  you  pay  him  f — A.  Two  cents  a  ponad. 

9-  How  much  did  you  buy  of  McKay  at  that  timet— A.  1  didn't  buy  any  of  McEn 

Q.  Did  yon  take  any  more  than  enough  to  pay  bis  bill,  or  was  that  bill  taken  oi 
when  you  settled  with  Seyfert,  McManus  &■  Co.T — A.  That  was  taken  out  then.  The 
deducted  that  bill  that  McKay  owed  me. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  don't  know  and  never  have  heard  that  that  iron  yon  bongl 
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PUIULDEIJ»HIA,  ApHl  14,  1876. 
JosKPH  M.  WiLLARD  8worD  Rod  examined. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  Were  yon  ever  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  MoKay  for  the  removal  of 
property  from  the  navy-yard  t — Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Reynolds? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  timef — A.  Up  to  t^e  22d  day  of  last  month. 

Q.  Yon  were  then  connected  with  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  supposed  to 
he,  in  the  capacity  of  master  hlock-maker. 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  there  during  the  time  of  the  removal  of  property  from  the 
navy-yard? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  any  improper  or  unlawfnl  removal  or  appropriation 
of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  r — A.  I  have  not.  Everythiug  that  was 
under  my  notice  was  correct.  I  had  charge  of  the  department  I  was  in.  Mr.  McKay 
sent  some  men  there  and  I  told  him  I  didn't  want  them  all.  He  left  me  twenty  men 
there  and  I  got  the  things  without  any  bother  at  all.  Everything  was  removed  to  the 
beet  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Yon  saw  no  impropriety  or  irregularities  in  the  removal  of  the  property  from 
there  ?— A.  No,  sir.  Nothing,  with  the  exception  that  he  sent  eighty  men  there,  and  I 
thought  there  were  too  many  to  do  that  portion  of  the  business.  I  told  him  he  must 
take  them  away ;  that  I  did  not  want  them  there,  because  I  was  supposed  to  be  the 
foreman  of  the  block-makers,  and  I  considered  I  was  there  for  the  interest  of  the  Oov- 
emment  and  wanted  the  things  carefully  removed.  He  left  me  twenty  men,  as  I  said, 
and  we  had  no  trouble  at  all. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  one  in  the  employment  of  the  Government  receiving  presents 
from  Mr.  McKay  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  oMcer,  mechanic,  or 
laborer,  who  has  received  a  reward  from  Mr.  McKay,  Reynolds,  or  any  other  person  ? — 
A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  don't  know  of  anybody  who  has  received  a  farthing.  I  was 
always  attentive  to  my  business  and  never  allowed  myself  to  be  connected  with  any- 
thing except  what  was  properly  under  my  charge. 

Q.  Was  any  of  the  property  under  your  charge  removed  at  night-time  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 
There  was  some  removed  one  night. 

Q.  Was  there  any  disorder  or  confusion  that  night  in  the  removal  of  the  property  ? — 
A.  No,  sir.  I  staid  there  until  8  o'clock  that  night  myself.  I  then  locked  up  the  shop 
and  they  all  left.  I  was  to  be  there  the  next  morning  at  6  o'clock.  That  was  on  Sun-  • 
day  morning.  I  was  there  and  there  was  no  confusion  at  all.  The  only  destruction  I 
saw  in  our  Department  was  a  box  that  had  some  circular  saws  in  it.  That  fell  out  of 
the  door  by  a  strap  giving  way,  owing  to  its  being  too  light.  The  box  was  not  destroyed 
in  fact,  in  that  case. 

Q.  Yon  have  no  information  as  to  any  improper  or  unlawful  conduct  during  the 
removal  of  these  stores  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  have  not. 


PHrLADELPHIA,  April  15, 1876. 
William  S.  Rayburn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  ever  at  any  time  connected  with  the  navy-yard  at  this  place? — 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  service  of  any  one  of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of  prop- 
erty from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  the  unlawful  removal  of  any  prop- 
erty from  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  all  that  I  snppose  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  is  hav- 
ing made  a  purchase  of  brass.  Our  firm  made  a  purchase  of  brass  that  was  said  to 
have  been  sold  at  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  purchase  it  ?— A.  From  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

Q.  Did  you  purchase  a  large  quantity  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  exact  amount 
without  referrinff  to  the  books.    It  was  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  pounds. 

Q.  Was  that  old  or  new  brass  ? — A.  It  was  manufactured  brass ;  that  is,  it  had  been 
manufactured  into  machinery.  A  large  portion  of  it  looked  to  me  like  old  bolts  that 
had  come  out  of  machinery.  I  understood  that  it  came  out  of  some  of  the  vessels 
there ;  that  was  the  rumor.  My  superintendent  could  give  you  a  great  deal  more  in- 
formation about  the  matter  than  I  could. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that,  brass  came  directly  from  the  navy-yard  or  from  the 
Queen- street  warehouse,  or  from  the  store-house  of  Seyfert,  M^iVlwvM^  &lC»qA — fe^.-'V 

H.  Mis.  1 70,  pt.  3 26 


402  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

think  the  first  small  lot  that  we  got  came  from  the  old  navy -yard,  or  close  to  there; 
and  the  balance,  I  understood  from  the  foreman,  came  from  the  warehouse.  The  par- 
chase,  however,  was  made  from  Seyfert,  McManos  &  Co. 

Q.  Was  the  purchase  from  Seyfert,  McManiis  &  Co.,  or  were  the  bills  simply  paid  to 
Seyfert,  McManns  &  Co.  T — A.  My  impression  is  that  the  bills  were  made  out  in  fiiTor 
of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

Q.  ibo  you  know  with  whotn  the  trade  was  negotiated,  whether  with  Reynolds  and 
McKa^,  or  with  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  T— A.  1  cannot  speak  positively  as  to  that; 
the  most  that  I  know  about  it  is  through  my  superintendent.  All  1  had  to  do  with  it 
was  to  sign  a  check  for  the  amount  of  money  that  was  paid,  and  the  information  that 
I  have  was  received  from  him.  1  never  saw  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  and  did  not 
know  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  your  euperintendent  ?— A.  Frederick  J.  Martin. 

By  Mr.  Harkis  : 

Q.  To  whom  did  the  money  go  f — A.  To  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  thirty  thousand  pounds  for  which  McKay  got  paid  t — A.  It  would 
be  impossible  tor  me  to  tell.    We  made  the  purchase  as  we  do  many  others. 

Q.  Is  yours  a  Philadelphia  house  ? — A.  Ifes,  sir ;  we  are  manniactnrers  and  ose  a 
large  amount  of  brass.  My  superintendent  heard  that  there  was  a  large  amoaot  of 
this  metal  for  sale.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  sales  of  that  kind  when  ve 
know  anything  about  thenr. 

Q.  What  price  did  you  pay  for  this  metal  ? — A.  Either  seventeen  cents,  or  seven- 
teen and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Q.  Was  any  part  of  the  copper  or  brass  new  or  unused  T— A.  I  do  not  think  there  wu 
any  of  it  but  what  had  been  made  up  into  goods ;  that  is,  into  bolts,  and  such  urticles 
of  manufacture  as  would  be  used  about  shipping. 

Q.  Was  any  of  it  in  sheet  form,  or  in  pig  form  ? — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  copper. 
It  was  what  brass- founders  term  tirst-quality  brass.    That  is,  it  was  red  brass. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Composition  metal? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  a  very  fine  article. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  15, 187fi. 
Arthur  Nugent  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  your  employment? — Answer.  I  keep  a  wholesale  and  retail  liquor- 
store,  and  have  private  scales  at  731  South  Front  street. 

Q.  Did  you,  during  the  removal  of  the  navy-yard,  weigh  any  materiid  for  anybody  * 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  weighed  only  four  loads. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  weigh  it  ?— A.  There  was  considerable  weighed  for  Seyfcrt 
&,  McManus.  There  was  iron  weighed  for  Gladden  &  McNulty,  and  also  tor  a  d>>& 
named  John  Baizley. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  this  iron  came  from  ?— A.  I  do  not  know.  I  heard  that  80ID« 
of  it  came  from  the  navy-yard  and  some  from  the  wharf:  the  man  who  weighed  then 
kept  his  own  account.  I  gave  the  parties  the  use  of  the  scales,  and  told  them  tbey 
could  give  anything  they  pleased  to  my  boy.  He  only  got  $6.90  for  all  the  iron  weigbed 
there.  Seyfert,  McManus  &,  Co.  ordered  me  out  when  I  sent  in  my  bill  to  them.  Tbe 
commodore's  clerk,  or  whoever  came  there,  kept  an  account  of  the  weighing.  He 
attended  to  all  the  iron  that  was  weighed  for  Gladden  &  McNultv.  He  kept  his  o^^^ 
account,  and  said,  when  the  iron  was  all  weighed,  that  he  would  settle  with  the  boV- 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  iron  weighed  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  iron  which  was  weighed  there  having  come  from  the  natt- 
yard  when  the  commodore's  clerk  was  not  around  f— A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge) 
he  was  always  there  when  there  was  any  iron  weighed  which  came  from  the  navy- 
yard  for  McNulty  &  Gladden. 

Q.  Did  it  come  direct  in  teams  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  that,    The»* 

men  came  and  said  the  navy-yard  scales  were  moved  away,  and  asked  if  they  conl<l 

weigh  the  iron.    They  weighed  it.    This  commodore's  clerk,  or  whoever  he  was,  never 

returned  to  me  what  iron  was  weighel,  aad  I  did  not  know  what  wa^  weighed  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  commodore's  clerk  was?— A.  I  forget  his  name;  I  asked 

McNulty  for  his  name  this  morning,  ;ind  he  told  me  to  go  and  find  out. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  your  son  keep  the  weights  of  this  iron?— A.  No,  sir;  he  trusted  to  the  other 
man.    Seyfert  &  "Mc^Manw*' ^  \oYttvi\vkv\  V<i.v\  \\v6  -^ ^kv^I. 
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Q.  Are  yon  a  sworn  weigher  T — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  private  scales  for  ray  own  nse. 

Q.  What  do  you  charge  a  load  for  weighing  ? — A.  Twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  Seyfert 
Sl  McManns's  bill  is  $22.25.  That  is  the  amount  that  Mr.  Baizly  told  me  was  weighed 
for  Seyfert  &>  McManns.  ' 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  this  iron  came  from  that  was  weighed  on  yonr  scales  T — A.  I 
beiurd  that  it  came  from  the  navy-yard.  They  made  an  engagement  with  me,  first  say- 
ing that  their  scales  were  removed  from  the  navy-yard,  and  they  thought  mine  was 
^ho  handiest  place  to  go  to. 

Q.  Who  was  the  foreman  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &,  Co.  f — A.  Mr.  McClung. 

Q.  Do  yon  say  that  you  cannot  find  him  T — A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Is  he  in  the  city? — A.  I  have  heard  that  he  was  at  Cape  May;  I  could  never  find 
lim  to  sign  the  bill.    One  of  their  men,  named  Reynolds,  ordered  me  out  this  morning. 

Q.  Did  yon  charge  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  a  ton  or  a  load  ? — A.  We  charged  about  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar  a  ton. 


Philadelphia,  April  18, 1876. 
Peicival  Roberts  afiirmed and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  What  is  yonr  business  f— Answer.  We  are  iron-manufacturers,  and  have 
;he  rolling-mills.    Our  firm  is  A.  &,  P.  Roberts  &  Co. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  business  f — A.  Since  1852. 

Q.  Are  you  a  practical  manufacturer  yourself? — A.  I  am.  Of  course  I  do  not  know 
)hat  I  could  heat  or  roll  iron,  but  I  understand  the  practical  manipulation  of  it. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  firm  f — A.  I  am  the  bead  of  the  firm  now. 

Q.  Do  you  purchase  and  sell  ?~^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  class  of  iron  do  you  make  ? — A.  We  run  principally  on  railroad  axles,  ham- 
nered  and  rolled,  bar-iron,  bridge-iron,  shafting,  channels,  angles,  and  T's ;  also,  some 
leams. 

Q.  Ship-iron  ? — A.  To  a  certain  extent,  but  not  very  largely. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  scrap  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  work  your  iron  from  scrap  mainly  f — A.  A  large  portion  of  our  product  is 
icrap-iron,  but  not  so  much  as  it  used  to  be,  since  pig-iron  has  got  so  low.  We 
ire,  however,  buying  some  scrap-iron  all  the  time. 

Q.  What  are  the  prices  for  the  different  kinds  of  iron  which  you  now  produce :  take, 
'or  instance,  beam  and  bridge  iron,  and  such  ship-iron  as  you  make? — A.  Sucn  ship- 
ron  as  we  make  now  would  run  in  the  neighborhood  of  3  cents  a  pound — say  from  2.7 
x>  3  cents  a  pound.  Bar-iron  would  run  about  2.3.  Understand,  that  in  selling  iron 
^e  have  what  we  call  our  base-price,  and  the  extras  are  graduated  from  that.  The 
tiase-price  is  2.3  for  all,  and  then  we  grade  up  from  that. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  was  your  base-price  two  years  ago  ? — ^A.  I  could  not  say  without  referring 
to  the  books,  from  the  fact  that  there  has  been  such  a  heavy  reduction  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was  a  year  ago  ? — A.  I  think  our  base-price  a  year  ago 
iras  about  3i  or  3.2.    We  have  fallen  nearly  a  cent  a  pound  in  the  last  year. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  value  of  scrap  and  new  iron  ? — A.  Taking  the  ordinary  bar- 
ron  as  made  for  the  market,  I  suppose  the  difference  would  hardly  be  double.  Say 
crap-iron  is  selling  to-day  at  $28  a  ton  and  bar-iron  selling  at  2.3  cents  per  pound,  whicn 
voold  be  about  $50 ;  that  would  make  it  not  quite  double.  That  is  for  ordinary  sizes  of 
»ar-iron — what  is  known  as  ordinary  merchant's  iron  in  the  market. 

Q.  Suppose  you  were  offered  good  scrap-iron,  such  as  the  Government  has,  to  be  con- 
erted  into  new  dimension  ship-iron  by  you,  what  would  you  say  of  an  offer  of  three 
onnds  of  scrap  to  one  of  new  ?  Would  that  be  a  favorable  offer  to  you  ? — A.  I  should 
ODsider  it  liberal  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Q.  Would  you  not  consider  that  a  favorable  contract  to  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am 
ot  very  familiar  with  what  they  are  ordering  for  ship-iron,  however. 

Q.  That  contemplates  iron  to  dimensions,  of  course — beams,  ribs,  &c.? — A.  Observe 
bat  yon  run  now  into  deck-beams  and  angles,  and  X  iron,  and  plating. 

Q.  Yes,  you  have  got  to  furnish  such  iron  as  the  Government  requires  for  new 
bips. — A.  Yes ;  it  would  be  a  very  liberal  offer  as  far  as  our  mill  is  concerned,  as  far  as 
laking  angles  and  bars,  and  the  different  X-bars  that  might  be  necessary.  For  plate- 
ron  we  are  not  so  well  posted.  We  know  what  we  have  to  pay  for  such  plate-iron  as 
re  purchase.    We  do  not  make  it,  but  purchase  it  sometimes  for  bridge  purposes « but 

suppose  for  shlp-biiilding  the  plates  are  rather  beaviei  and  ot  «k  vcvoT^^^^^Tk.w^^^'a»& 
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Q.  That  is,  for  such  iron  as  yoa  can  furnish,  it  would  be  liberal  ? — A.  It  would  be  a 
very  liberal  offer.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  suppose  that  you  have  got  to  furnish  dimension-iron  and  plate-iron  an  ioch 
thick  or  more  ? — A.  That  would  run  the  average  up. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  f "<-A.  No,  sir ;'  I  hardly  know  what  thoy  are  getting  for 
that  iron  now,  from  the  plate-mills.  I  have  had  no  experience  in  that  at  all.  bach 
plate  as  we  bo  v,  we  buy  for  abont  "ZS  to  2.7. 

Q.  How  thick! — A.  It  runs  half  an  inch  thick. 

Q.  Is  plate-iron,  such  as  the  Government  uses  for  armor,  more  difficult  to  roll  than 
that  T — A.  It  is  rather  heavier,  and  they  are  larger  plates  than  we  use.  They  6har|e 
rather  more  for  them.  I  think,  as  far  as  evidence  on  that  pfiint  is  conoeroed,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  have  it  from  some  plate-manufticturer  than  from  us,  as  we  do 
iPLot  produce  and  manufacture  plates;  and  not  having  occasion  to  buy  that  class  often 
I  am  not  so  well  posted  as  to  the  price.  I  can  only  give  you  as  far  as  our  own  concern 
goes.    Ours  is  not  a  plate-mili  at  all. 

Q.  Still,  your  geueral  impression  is  that  it  would  be  a  liberal  offer  ? — A.  A  very  liberal 
offer. 

By  Mr.  Bukleigu  : 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  all  of  the  plate-mills  now  have  been  or  ^re  interested  in 
making  plate-iron  for  the  Government  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  you  were  offered  old  iron  at  If  cents  a  pound,  some  of  it  being,  of  conne, 
large  and  heavy  iron,  and  were  promised  for  ship-iron,  made  to  dimensions,  incladiog 
all  the  different  kinds,  forms,  and  shapes,  8  cents  a  pound,  what  would  you  say  tosoch 
a  contract  as  that  f — A.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it. 

Q.  How  much  profit  would  there  be  in  it  ?~A.  That  would  depend  a  little  on  the 
specification  that  the  Government  puts  out.  I  should  calculate  to  make  $30  or  $40  a 
ton  on  it.  We  have  never  manofiactured  any  iron  that  has  coat  anything  like  that 
price  since  we  have  been  in  the  business,  not  even  the  beat  bolt-iron,  which  is  required 
to  stand  70,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch. 

Q.  Say  this  iron  should  stand  60,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  and  it  was  bolt  and 
bar  iron  from  ^  inch  to  an  inch  and  2  or  3  inches  wide,  such  as  is  used  in  building  ships, 
and  iron  for  strapping  masts,  &c.  ? — A.  We  would  be  very  glad  to  furnish  such  iron  as 
that  now  for  about  2|  cents  a  pound.  We  make  a  difference  in  guaranteed  iron  that 
stands  60,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch. 

Q.  What  would  you  have  charged  any  time  within  the  last  year  for  such  iron  as  that 
furnished  to  the  construction  department  for  building  ships  f  — A.  It  wonld  not  bare 
exceeded  about  3.2  or  somewhere  along  there. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  yon  wonld  have  given  for  armor-plating  a  year  ago  f— A.  We 
bought  armor-plating  in  December  last  for  which  we  gave  $32  a  ton. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  iron  after  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  buy  that  from  ?— A.  From  Seyfert,  McManus  &.  Co.  We  alsobooght 
some  for  $35  a  ton,  in  August  last. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  any  iron  for  the  construction  department, 
to  go  to  League  Island  or  to  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  7 — A.  I  think  we  did. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  you  charged  them  per  ton  t — A.  I  do  not ;  my  books  ^^ 
tell.    We  bought  bar-iron  in  February  last  at  $35.20  per  ton. 

Q.  What  kind  of  iron  was  that  ?— A.  The  bars  ran  5, 5f,  6,  and  7  inches  wide.   Th^** 
are  the  three  purchases  that  we  made  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

Q.  Have  you  any  more  iron  to  deliver  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &.  Co.  f— A.  No,  sir.        «> 

Q.  Nor  an  V  more  that  you  are  to  take  from  them  ?~A.  No,  sir ;  the  last  iron  we  0^ 
them,  I  think,  must  have  been  four  or  five  months  back.  ^ 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  heavy  Navy  iron-plating  as  compared  to  new  iron,  both  ^^^ 
be  reworked ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  what  is  the  difference  in  price  to  work  up  ff'^x 
that  scrap  and  pig  f — A.  In  our  business  we  would  ms^ke  a  difference  of  abont  two 
one,  two  tons  of  scrap-iron  for  a  ton  of  ordinarv  bar-iron. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  paid  $32  ?— A.  Yes ;  plate-iron  is  worth  more  than  scrap-ii 
For  instance,  where  we  are  paying  $32  for  the  plate-iron  we  would  not  be  willing 
pay  more  than  $27  or  $28  for  tne  ordinary  scrap. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  new  pig-iron,  such  as  you  wonld  use.— A.  We  use  pig  where 
do  not  use  scrap. 

Q.  What  is  tne  difference  between  this  new  plate-iron  of  the  Navy  and  new  pig 
What  is  the  relative  value  of  the  two  f — A.  They  fluctuate  veir  much. 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  value  without  regard  to  fluctuation  T  Can  yon  not  make  t^^ 
much  new  iron  out  of  a  ton  of  this  armor-plating  as  yon  can  out  of  a  ton  of  pig  T — I^ 
You  can  make  more,  because  there  is  less  waste  in  handling. 

Q.  You  do  not  understand  my  question.  What  is  the  value  of  Navy  iron-plating  ii^ 
comparison  with  new  iron,  both  to  be  reworked ;  and  when  I  say  new  iron  I  meac^ 
pig-iron  ?— A.  One  is  worth  about  50  per  cent,  more  than  the  other.  That  irf,  the  Navy^ 
plate-armor  is  wottVi  *>0  ipei  c^nXi,  nvot^  \\k^\i  \>2kfc  '^\%'\sft\i» 
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Q.  If  the  plate  is  broken  np  to  rework  does  it  decrease  the  valne  of  it  f — A.  No,  sir. 
It  generally  comes  in  the  market  in  the  shape  of  plates  as  they  are  taken  off  the  ves- 
sels. Then  some  plates  are  exceedingly  heavy  and  very  diffioalt  indeed  to  get  into 
shape  so  that  they  cai^  be  handled,  and  that  adds  to  the  expense  of  handling  the  iron, 
and  of  course  it  does  not  brin^  as  mnch  in  the  market ;  but  when  yon  get  plates  that 
ran  abont  i  or  f  of  an  inch  thick  they  are  very  readily  handled  and  cnt  np,  and  they 
are  worth  more.  There  is  plate  as  high  as  4  and  5  inches  thick.  They  are  very  diffi- 
cnlt  indeed  to  get  into  shape  in  which  they  can  be  again  handled. 

Q.  Take  all  the  iron  that  would  come  off  from  a  monitor  by  breaking  her  np,  woald 
that  be  worth  more  than  pig-iron  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Worth  more  than  the  best  kind  of  pig  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  bought  some  heavy  bars  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. ;  was  it  scrap- 
iron  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  this  bar-iron  had  never  been  used. 

Q.  But  it  was  made  five  or  six  inches  wide  and  an  inch  and  a  half  thick  f — A.  About 
f  to  an  inch  thick.  This  was  absolutely  new  iron  that  we  bought.  It  had  never  been 
worked  at  all.    Of  course  it  was  rusty  from  lying  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Q.  Did  the  rust  hurt  it  ? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  intended  for  plating.  It  was  intended 
for  ship-construction. 

Q.  Did  yon  rework  that  iron  ? — A.  Yos ;  and  we  have  some  of  it  on  hand  yet.  I 
have  mentioned  that  we  gave  ^ib  a  ton.  You  can  see  that  we  gave  more  for  that  than 
for  ordinary  scrap  from  the  shape  it  is  in.  It  is  of  some  advantage  to  us,  and  can  be 
worked  at  less  expense  owing  to  the  shape  it  is  in.  It  isVorth  more  than  the  heavier 
iron  to  us,  and  more  easily  handled. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  difference  between  that  and  iron  6  inches  square  7~A.  That 
is  not  a  very  bad  shaped  iron.    That  is  worth  abont  as  much. 

Q.  What  is  this  armor-plating  f — A.  It  is  wide  plates,  5  or  6  feet  wide,  and  8  or  10 
feet  long,  and  5  or  6  inches  thick. 

Q.  That  is  outside  armor  f  — A.  I  presume  so.  I  do  not  know  what  part  of  the  vessel 
it  came  from.  I  have  only  seeb  the  mills  cutting  it  up.  Some  time  ago  I  saw  theiQ  at 
Harrisborgh.    They  cut  it  by  cold  chisels;  putting  up  a  heavy  drop  to  drop  on  it. 

Q.  Then  the  frame  of  thQ  vessel  would  be  worth  as  much  as  your  scraps  you  bought, 
provided  they  are  not  over"6  inches  square  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  would  bring  about  the 
same  price  that  we  paid. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  you  paid  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  for  this  bar-iron  which 
you  purchased  ? — A.  We  paid  them  $35.30  per  gross  ton  delivered  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Taking  the  quality  of  iron  that  was  delivered  to  you  by  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 
state  to  the  committee  how  much  bar-iron  you  would  have  delivered  or  at  what  rate  or 
price  yon  would  have  delivered  bar-iron,  new,  in  exchange  for  that. — A.  For  that  iron 
at  that  time  we  would  have  given  them  new  bar-iron  back  again  at  2.4,  which  would 
be  about  $54  a  ton.  When  I  speak  of  bar-iron  I  mean  the  orainary  run  of  merchant's 
iron.  Ordinal^  bar-iron  runs  from  inch  plates  up  to  6  inches  wide,  and  from  |  thick  np 
to  an  inch  thick ;  and  rounds,  from  an  inch  up  to  2  inches.  And  it  is  the  same  way 
with  squares.  ' 

Q.  Now  follow  it  through  the  grades  up  ? — A.  We  have  a  regular  list  of  extras  that 
we  charge  when  we  get  above  those  sizes.  On  round,  3  inches  np  to  3^  we  would  charge 
^,f  extra;  3f  to  4  inch,  -fy  extra;  4^  to  4|  each,  -^(j  extra  ;  4f  to  5  inch,  -fij  extra ;  5^  to 
5f  inch,  l>i%  extra ;  5f  to  6  inch,  li%  extra.  This  is  all  round  iron,  6^  to  6^  inch,  2-^  ex- 
tra;  6f  to  7  inches,  2-^  extra.  The  squares  vary  a  little,  but  not  a  great  deal  from  that, 
and  then  when  you  get  into  fiats  4  inches  wide  by  2i  to  3i  thick  it  is  yH  extra;  5  inches 
wide  by  2i  and  3^  inches  thick,  t%  extra ;  2^  to  6  inches  wide  by  i  to  t*j  thick,  -ft^  extra ; 
4|,  5,  c4>  6  inches  wide  by  li  to  2  inches  thick,  -^  extra;  7  by  i  to  inch  thick, 
T^  extra ;  7  by  1^,  3  inches  thick,  A  extra ;  8  by  i  to  an  inch  thick,  ^%  extra ;  8  by  11 
to  3  inches  thick,  ^fij  extra ;  10  by  i  to  inch,  one  cent  extra ;  10  by  1|  to  li  thick,  1-iV 
extra ;  12  by  i  to  inch  thick,  l-j^  extra. 

Q^  I  read  to  you  what  purports  to  be  a  proposition  made  by  C.  E.  Pen  nock,  under 
date  of  Coatesville,  Pa.,  August  .30. 1873,  to  Isaiah  Hanscom,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
OoDStruction,  which  is  in  these  words:  **  We  will  furnish  you  all  the  plate,  l>eams, 
angles,  rivets,  or  any  other  iron  required  for  building  a  sloop-of-war  in  the  Boston 
navy-yard,  at  8  cents  per  pound,  to  be  of  the  best  quality  of  their  kind,  and  to  be  in- 
spected at  our  works,  previous  to  shippiufif  the  same,  by  an  officer  of  your  Department, 
appointed  by  yourself;  we  to  receive  in  payment  therefor  old  plates  and  beams  now 
in  Philadelphia  and  Portsmouth  navy-yards,  at  If  cents  per  pound.  All  of  the  old 
iron  over  li  inches  thick  to  be  cut  in  pieces  or  blocks  not  to  mnasure  over  4  feet  in 
length  previous  to  being  delivered  to  ns  on  the  wharves  of  the  different  yards  named." 
What  is  your  opinion  as  t^  whether  that  is  a  good  contract  for  the  contract(»r  or  a 
good  one  for  the  Government  ? — A.  I  should  think  that  it  was  a  very  good  one  for  the 
contractor. 

Q.  If  a  similar  contract  hal  been  made  with  a  par*:;:  "iH  IMW.^^'SX'x^'^  v^^  s.\a 
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receive  his  irou  at  the  Philadelphia  uavy-yard,  and  to  deliver  accordinf;  to  this  con- 
tract at  the  same  yard,  would  it  not  be  a  still  better  contract  for  that  contractor f>A. 
It  should  be,  decidedly,  he  having  the  advantage  of  the  freight. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  good  do  yon  think  it  would  be  T — A.  I  wonld  have  to  figure  up  a  httle  on 
that,  not  knowing  exactly  how  the  Government  specifications  ran ;  but  I  do  not  thick 
that  they  can  put  a  specification  in  hardly  but  what  would  be  good  for  the  contractor. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  If  it  was  all  the  highest-priced  iron  it  would  pay,  would  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  aod 
they  certainly  would  want  some  ordinary  bars. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  ranch  a  ton  ? — A.  I  said  $30  or  $40  a  ton,  moderately ;  and  I  might  say  a  Ht- 
tle more  than  that. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Yon  consider  the  plates  a  great  deal  cheaper  than  you  do  the  angles  and  beams, 
do  yon  T — A.  Plating  would  be  under  beams.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  mootb^ 
there  has  been  a  combination  on  beams,  but  I  do  not  know  what  the  price  was  in  1873, 
when  that  contract  was  made. .  I  will  have  to  refer  back.  Lately  the  beams  have  been 
running  at  6  cents  a  pound  less  15  percent.,  but  within  the  last  three  months  the  com- 
bination on  beams  has  broken  up,  and  now  you  can  buy  them  below  3  cents.  We 
bought  some  the  other  day  at  less  than  3  cents  a  pound.    We  do  not  make  beams. 

Q.  Could  you  have  made  the  beams  at  that  time  ? — ^A.  We  could  have  made  them. 
We  have  a  mill  that  is  capable  of  making  them. 

Q.  What  wonld  you  have  made  them  for  at  that  time  ? — A.  We  should  have  shaded 
a  very  little  under  the  combination,  not  being  in  it. 

Q.  Whajb  wonld  yon  have  made  them  for  outside  of  any  combination  f — ^A.  I  cannot 
tell  exact  what  beams  were  running  for  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  know  what  the  cost  would  have  been  at  that  time  from  the  price  of  iron  ?— 
A.  I  know  they  would  have  coet  nothing  like  what  they  were  getting. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  committee  what  they  would  have  cont  in  August,  1873,  at  a  fair 
market-pnce? — A.  That  was  a  little  before  the  panic.  They  could  not  have  been 
bought  outside  of  the  combination. 

Q.  But  I  mean  their  cost  outside  of  the  combination  T — A.  They  could  not  have  been 
bought  outside  the  combination. 

Q.  You  could  have  made  them  outside  the  combination  ? — A.  No,  sir,  we  could  not; 
our  mill  was  not  quite  finished  at  that  time.  We  were  just  about  completing  it  We 
started  it  shortly  after  the  panic. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  But  you  can  tell  from  your  later  experience  f — A.  Beams  are  being  furnished  now 
below  three  cents  a  pound. 

Q.  Did  the  combination  have  contracts  with  the  Government  at  that  time  f— A.  I  do 
not  know  that  fact.    It  was  a  very  strong  combination  at  that  time. 

Q.  Who  else  did  they  make  beams  for  besides  the  Government  T — A.  Builders  in  every 
direction  and  railroad  parties.  A  great  many  are  used  in  railroad  constrnction,  in 
bridges,  &c.  As  I  understand  it,  I  do  not  think  the  Government  uses  largely  of  beams 
in  naval  construction.  They  use  what  they  call  the  deck-beams.  The  waste  in  re- 
working the  heavy  plating  would  not  be  more  than  6  to  7  per  cent. 

Q.  That  is  the  Obvemment  iron  ? — A.  W^hen  you  come  to  the  scrap-iron,  it  would 
probably  run  up  to  7  or  8  per  cent. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  If  the  proposition  was  submitted  to  you  to  exchange  such  plate-iron  as  conies  off 


willing  to  give  in  return  f— A.  I  should  have  to  know  your  specifications  to  determine 
in  regard  to  that.  The  sizes  of  the  plate  and  the  character  of  the  angle-iron,  Ta,  heavy 
plates,  &c. 

Q.  Take  it  in  general  terms,  as  you  have  seen  from  the  propositions  which  have  come 
before  you.— A.  The  specifications  which  have  generally  come  before  us  for  naval  con- 
struction have  been  in  the  shape  of  narrower  plates,  6,  7,  8,  or  10  inches  wide,»0" 
rounds  running  from  an  inch  up  to  6  or  7  inches  in  diameter.    • 

Q.  Taking  that  as  yonr  standard,  how  much  would  you  say  T— A.  Then,  there  ag"^ 
we  would  want  to  know  the  proportion  of  all  the  various  sizes  that  wonld  be  8pecin«'« 
unless  we  took  a  large  margin  to  cover  that  contingency.  You  will  see  by  the  listw 
extras  we  luu  up  on  \M\ue  ol  l\i^m  \.qSI  <^\iV&  ^^^^MTA^^Vxvch  is  $44  a  ton. 
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By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Yon  kuow  somethiDg  about  cunstmcting  vessels  and  have  been  aboard .  them  ? — ^A. 
We  have  not  been  mnch  aboard  Government  vessels;  but  we  have  seen  some  Roach 
and  Harlau,  Hollingsworth  vessels.  We  have  furnished  Mr.  Roach  rib  and  angle  iron^ 
but  we  have  never  done  anything  in  the  heavy  plating  line  at  all. 

Q.  Not  being  able,  then,  to  give  a  specific  answer  to  so  general  a  question,  I  will  re- 
solve it  into  another  shape;  that  is  to  say,  taking  as  large  or  a  larger  quantity  than  I 
have  named,  would  you  be  willing  to  do  it  at  a  less  rate  tuan  three  tons  of  scrap-iron, 
such  as  would  be  furnished  by  the  Government  for  one  ton  of  new  iron? — ^A.  I  think 
there  would  be  very  little  risk  for  the  manufacturer  in  such  a  contract  as  that. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  there  would  be  a  very  considerable  margin  of  profit  ? — A.  Yes , 
I  think  so. 

Q.  Would  yon  not  be  willing  to  state  the  amount  of  new  iron  that  you  would  furnish, 
as  you  know  the  requirements  f — A.  I  do  not  know  how  these  specifications  run — the 
thickness  of  these  plates,  &o.  We  have  done  nothing  toward  furnishing  Government 
iron,  although  we  should  have  liked  very  much  to  have  done  so. 

Q.  In  a  trade  like  that,  receiving  three  tons  of  scrap  for  one  of  new,  would  it  be  most 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Government  to  have  iron  low  in  price  or  high  in  price  ? — A. 
That  depends  whether  the  party  furnishing  the  iron  was  a  manufacturer  or  only  a 
dealer. 

Q.  Does  not  the  price  of  scrap  keep  along  with  the  price  of  new  ir9n  ? — A.  Sometimes 
it  does ;  but  new  iron  might  jump  on  him  oefore  the  scrap-iron  market  went  up.    One 

fenerally  follows  the  other,   sometimes  scrap-iron  rnnaup  faster  than  the  finest  market 
oes.    It  is  an  iron  that  fluctuates  almost  more  than  any  other  kind  that  we  have. 
Q.  But  as  the  market  generally  runs  ? — A.  It  would  be  better  for  the  contractor  to 
have  a  high  price. 

Q.  Then,  if  it  was  a  good  contract  the  way  prices  are  to-day,  with  iron  worth  50  per 
cent,  more  than  it  is  to-day,  it  would  be  a  much  better  contract  for  the  contractor, 
would  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  to-day  that  three  for  one  would  be  a  good  contract  and  afford  a  good 
margin  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Philadelphia,  April  8, 1876. 
Edward  T.  Townsend  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Question.  Have  yon  had  experience  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  f — Answer.  I  am  pres- 
ident of  the  Cambria  Iron  Company,  of  Johnstown. 

Q.  What  is  the  manufacture  of  that  firm  f — ^A.  Railway-track  iron,  exclusively. 

Q.  Do  you  manufacture  from  scrap  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  manufacture  from  ?~A.  Iron  pig-metal  and  old  rails.  We  do  not 
use  what  is  known  in  the  trade  as  scrap,  but  use  old  rails  which  have  been  taken  out 
of  the  track. 

Q.  Have  you  personal  experience  yourself  as  a  manufacturer T — A.  No,  sir;  my 
special  duties  are  at  the  Philadelphia  office,  and  they  are  financial.  Our  works  are  at 
Johnstown,  some  three  hundred  miles  from  here. 

Q.  Do  you  purchase  material  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  sell  the  manufactured  article  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know,  then,  fully,  and  have  known  for  many  years  the  price  of  vour  raw  mate- 
rial and  the  price  of  your  manufactured  article? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  manufactured  nearly 
all  our  crude  material,  buying  little  or  none.  We  manufacture  from  the  ore.  We  take 
the  ore  from  the  mountain,  and  manufacture  into  pig-metal,  and  from  that  into  rails. 
We  do  little  or  nothing  iu  purchasing. 

Q.  Have  you  auy  experience  in  working  scrap  7— A.  No,  sir;  that  is  done  by  merchant 
mills. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  your  rails  to  any  one 'particular  railroad,  or  to  all  the  railroads  ? — ^A. 
To  all  of  them. 

Q.  Do  yon  buy  old  rails  from  all  the  railroads  7 — A.  We  take  them  in  exchange,  but 
do  not  buy  them. 

Q.  Where  you  take  old  rails  in  exchange  for  new,  at  what  rate  is  that  done  7 — ^A.  We 
return  a  ton  of  new  rails  for  one  ton  of  old,  and  the  price  is  generally  about  $25.  Under 
the  present  depressed  condition  of  business  it  is  $17.50. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  that  exactly.  You  manufacture  old  into  new,  at  $17.50  a 
ton  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  We  return  a  ton  of  new  rails  for  each  ton  of  old  rails,  and  charge 
$17.50  a  ton  for  doing  that  work  and  supplying  the  loss.  That  is,  however,  an  ex- 
tremely low  price. 
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Q.  Do  yon  cnt  np  the  old  rails  ? — ^A.  We  cot  them  into  proper  lengths  for  a  pile,  tnd 
then  nse  them  in  the  manufacturing  of  new  rails. 

By  Mr.  Burlbioh  : 
Q.  Into  how  long  lengths  do.you  cnt  it  T — A.  I  think  the  pile  is  about  4  to  5  feet 

By  Mr.  Habris  : 

Q.  Do  yon  put  into  one  pile  more  than  enough  to  make  a  single  rail  f— A.  We 
out  it  into  pieces  4  or  5  feet  in  length,  pile  them  into  a  pile,  and  heat  it,  and  roll  it 
down  into  a  flat  bar. 

Q.  Yon  then  pile  those  flat  bars  into  a  pile  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Putting  some  diflereut  iron  for  the  bottom  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  new  iron  on  top  aod 
bottom,  the  iron  on  top  being  hard  and  granular,  and  that  on  the  bottom  being  soft 
and  tough.    That  is  rolled  into  new  rails. 

Q.  So  that  a  pile  may  make  a  good  many  rails  f — A.  Yes ;  one  pile  would  make  one 
rail  thirty  feet  long.  That  is  the  length  of  a  rail  way- bar  when  it  is  finished.  That  is, 
a  pile  makes  one  rail. 

Q.  Now,  yon  get  $17.50  per  gross  ton  for  reworking  the  rail  and  supplying  the  waste  f 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What,  iq  your  judgment,  is  that  price  less  than  the  price  two  years  ago  f— A.  Two 
yeara  ago  we  got  about  ^25,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  new  rails  to-day  f — A.  $42  would  be  my  quotation. 

Q.  What  was  it  two  years  ago  ? — A.  Just  before  the  panic  we  sold  iron  rails  &t^; 
$82.50  was  the  last  sale  we  mad»  before  the  panic.    Steel  rails  we  sold  at  $1'V). 

Q.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  working  large  iron  for  ship  use?— A.  I 
have  not.    We  have  nothing  at  all  to  do-in  that  line. 

Q.  Could  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  would  be  a  fair  rate  of  exchauge  between 
scrap-iron,  snch  as  the  Navy  furnishes,  and  new  iron,  such  as  is  necessary  to  nw6  in 
building  monitors? — A.  I  scarcely  sup|>ose  I  can  form  a  better  opinion  than  you  would 
here.    It  is  entirely  foreign  to  my  business. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  three  pounds  of  scrap-iron  in  exchange  for  one  ponna  of  new 
iron  would  be  a  fair  contract  by  the  Government ! — A.  I  should  think  that  it  was  a 
fair  business.  I  should  not  think  there  was  anytliing  exorbitant  in  that.  I  do  not 
know  the  cost  of  cutting  the  plates  and  the  number  of  times  they  have  to  be  reworised, 
nor  the  quality  of  the  iron,  nor  how,  much  loss  there  would  be  in  working  it. 

Q.  Say  a  pound  of  old  iron  at  If  cents  per  pound  tak^n  out  of  the  Government  yard, 
and  new  iron  delivered  at  the  Government  yard  at  d  cents  a  pound  ?— A.  There  is  do 
analog  between  the  two  proposals. 

Q.  One  was  a  proposition  where  the  Government  delivered  old  iron  and  took  back 
new  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  of  old  for  one  of  new.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  fair 
business  T — A.  Yes.    I  should  think  it  would  be  a  fair  proposition. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  the  other  proposition,  where  the  Government  delivers  a  pound  of  old 
iron  and  charges  for  it  If  cents,  and  agrees  to  buy  new  iron  manufactured  from  it 
giving  8  cents  per  pound  ?— A.  I  think  that  would  be  very  profitable  to  the  contractor. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  would  be  exorbitant  ? — A.  I  should  think  that  8  cents  was 
an  exorbitant  price.  I  think  within  two  and  a  half  years  new  bar-iron  has  not  been 
worth  anything  like  that  amount  of  money. 

Q.  Yon  are  aware  that  the  iron  required  for  ship  purposes  is  very  large,  some  of  it, 
say  beams  and  ribs.  Does  that  make  any  diflerence  in  the  cost  of  manufacturef—A* 
Yes,  sir;  decidedly. 

Q.  Suppose  it  were  bar-iron  six  inches  square. — A.  I  should  think  it  would  be  rooch 
more  expensive  to  roll.  You  have  got  me  into  a  business  that  I  know  nothing  aboat* 
We  make  nothing  in  the  world  but  rails,  and  I  know  very  little  about  any  thing  in  the 
iron  business  excepting  railway-bars.  Working  large  pieces  they  have  to  be  cot  to 
exact  lengths,  but  the  details  of  the  work  are  very  different  from  ours.  We  lom 
out  a  product  of  2,000  tons  per  week  of  finished  rails.  I  do  not  suppose  that  works 
of  the  same  capacity  as  ours  in  the  manufacture  of  bridge  aud  building  material^ 
and  ship-iron,  aud  things  of  that  kind,  would  turn  out  200  tons  a  week — uot  more  than 
oi  e  tenth. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  bridge-iron  is  worth  to-day  ? — A.  I  do  not,  but  rails  are  • 
business  that  go  right  straight  along  all  the  time. 

Q.  Bridge-iron  is  not  worth  any  more  than  rails,  is  it  f — A.  I  should  suppose  it  wa»- 
Rails  are  worth  a  little  less  than  two  cents  a  pound. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  to-day  the  exchange  of  one  pound  of  new  iron  for  three  ponnds 
of  old  would  be  a  profitable  business,  at  the  low  market-rates  of  iron  f—A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  it  would  be  a  profitable  business. 

Q.  With  old  iron  at  1 J  cents  a  pound,  would  there  be  any  more  profit  in  receiving 
three  ponnds  of  old  for  one  of  new  ?— A.  That  would  be  4i  cents  for  the  new  iron. 
Now,  when  yon  get  old  vtow  lo  Wi^  ^x\<i,^  o^\\,^"^«t^N\i\^%^Wv'vould  l>e  in  proportion— 
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nrages,  labor,  and  everything — so  that  the  price  of  Dew  iron  would  be  dependent  to 
lome  extent  on  the  price  of  the  old.  Yon  cannot  let  one  stand  still  and  the  other  ad- 
rance  or  decline. 

Q.  Bnt  as  it  does  not  take  three  pounds  of  old  iron  to  make  one  of  new,  the 
unonnt  of  iron  which  yon  have  on  hand  is  worth  a  cent  and  a  half  where  to-day  it  is 
rorth  only  one  cent  T — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Consequently,  what  would  be  the  result  to  the  manufacturer  ?  Would  it  be  to 
lis  advantage  to  make  a  trade  of  that  kind  when  iron  was  high  rather  than  when  it 
ff'as  low  f — A.  I  think  relatively  it  would  be  the  same,  because  the  value  of  the  new 
ron  would  depend  on  the  cost  of  the  raw  material. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  exchange  of  three  pounds  of  old  iron  for  one 
>ound  of  new,  would  be  a  fair  business,  having  no  reference  to  the  cost  of  iron  f — A.  I 
;hink  it  would  be  a  fair  business  to  the  manufacturer. 

Q.  Irrespective  of  the  price  of  old  or  new  iron  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in  a  trade  where  the  Government  sold  to  a  con- 
tractor old  iron  at  If  cents,  agreeing  to  take  it  back  reworked  at  8  cents  a  pound,  that 
si'as  a  first-rate  contract  for  the  contractor  f — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  And  in  regard  to  the  other — exchanging  three  tons  of  old  for  one  of  new,  you  say 
:hat  is  a  very  fair  contract  for  the  contractor  T — ^A.  Yes ;  I  could  not  say  that  there 
nras  anything  exorbitant  in  that.  It  depends  altogether  on  how  much  it  costs  him  to 
nanufacture  that  scrap,  and  that  I  know  nothing  about ;  but  my  impression  is  that  it 
:osts  more  to  work  it  into  ship  material  than  into  railroad  iron. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  18, 1876. 
Theodore  Cramp  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris: 

Question.  What  is  your  duty  in  the>lirm  of  Cramp  &  Sou  ?— Answer.  I  occupy  the 
[>08ition  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  establishment. 

Q.  Do  you  have  charge  of  the  books  of  the  concern  f — A.  Yes,  I  have  the  superintend- 
snce  of  the  books  of  the  firm. 

Q.  Has  your  firm  rebuilt  several  vessels  for  the  Government,  and  are  they  now  en- 
B^aged  in  rebailding  the  Terror  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  are  rebuilding  the  Terror  under  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  paid  by  the  Government  for  rebuilding  her,  irrespective  of 
the  iron  question  ? — A.  We  have  two  contracts  on  the  Terror.  One  is  a  contract  for 
pnttins;  in  A'ames,  amounting  to  $135,000. 

Q.  What  does  that  include  f — A.  We  call  it  the  putting  in  frames.  That  includes  a 
rsL&t  amount  of  detail  work  which  the  contract  specifies.  A  copy  of  the  proposition  is 
IS  follows ; 

*'  Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

"  Waehington,  October  2,  1874. 

**  Gentlemen  :  By  direction  of  the  Department,  the  proposition  is  hereby  made  to  you 
o  put  in  frame  an  iron-clad  monitor,  in  accordance  with  the  drawings  and  specifica- 
ioos  to  be  'furnished,  that  is  to  say :  erect  the  frame,  garboard-strakes,  keelsons,  floors, 
ieck-beams^  making  the  striicture  complete  iu  readiness  to  receive  the  external  plating, 
ilso  in  readiness  for  the  internal  fittings,  deck  plating,  side-armor,  &c.,  for  the  sum  of 
{135,000. 

**  This  proposition  is  made  with  the  understanding  that  the  work  to  be  performed  by 
roa  embraces  stem  and  stern-post,  the  intercostal  plates  with  all  necessary  passages  for 
vater-courses  and  ventilation,  all  ledges  and  carliugs  for  hatches,  deck-pipes,  turrets 
or  turret-beds  and  shaft,  all  work  for  the  propeller-shaft  connected  with  the  frame  of 
he  vessel,  and  all  other  work  except  the  internal  and  external  plating. 

*'  To  paint  with  metallic  paint  or  red  lead  ail  work  requiring  the  same,  composing 
he  frame  of  the  vessel,  or'tbe  repairing  of  the  Terror,  double-turreted  monitor.  The 
ron  that  you  will  furnish  for  this  work  will  be  of  the  best  quality  charcoal-iron,  and 
lave  a  tensile  strength  of  60,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  for  which  the  Gov- 
imment  will  pay,  by  delivering  to  you,  three  pounds  of  old  or  scrap  iron  for  each 
>ound  of  new  iron  used.  And  by  this  proposition  it  is  to  be  understood  that  in  mak- 
ing any  further  contract  or  agreement  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  Terror, 
no  disadvantage  to  the  Government  shall  occur  by  having  the  vessel  on  the  stocks  in 
fonr  yard,  bat  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  higher  price  is  demanded  for  cocn\ileUi\^\\vQt 


1 


410  NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 

work  otill  to  be  done  tbau  iq  the  opinion  of  the  Department  should  be  paid  therefor, 
the  Government  shall  have  the  ri^ht  to  bargain  with  any  other  party  to  go  into  the 
yard  and  do  the  remainder  of  the  work  required  to  complete  the  repairs  of  the  said 
monitor.    Please  signify  in  writing  your  acceptance  of  this  proposition. 
"Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

»*  I.  HANSCOM, 
^'Chiefof  Bureau. 
**  The  W.  Cramp  Sl  Sons  Ship  and  Enoine  Building  Company, 

"  1415  Beach  street,  Philadtlyhia:' 

Q.  That  proposition  is  in  substance  putting  an  iron  hull  instead  of  a  woodeo  hall 
in  the  monitor  t — A.  Yes,  sir.    The  original  Terror  was  a  wooden  hull. 

Q.  In  this  contract  you  simply  make  the  frame  of  iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

q.  For  that  yon  have  $135,000  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  connection  with  that  contract  have  you  another  contract  by  which  the  GorerD- 
ment  furnishes  you  iron  f — A.  I  believe  it  specifies  in  the  latter  part  of  that  contract 
that  it  simply  includes  the  labor,  and  any  material  which  we  furnish  is  to  be  paid  us 
in  old  material.    The  contract-price  simply  refers  to  the  labor. 

Q.  I  find  in  this  contract  the  following  language:  "The  iron  that  you  will  famish 
for  this  work  will  be  of  the  best  quality  charcoaMron,  and  have  a  tensile  strength 
of  60,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  for  which  the  Government  will  pay,  by  deliverineto 
you,  three  pounds  of  old  or  scrap  iron  for  each'pound  of  new  iron  used.''  Under  that 
contract  you  did  the  labor  for  |135,000  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.. 

Q.  And  furnished  the  Government  one  pound  of  new  iron  for  three  pounds  of  old  fur- 
nished you  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  a  fair  exchange? — A.  I  think  it  is  a  very  fair  exchange. 

Q.  Do  you  roll  your  old  iron  f — A.  No,  sir ;  we  find  we  have  as  much  as  we  can  do  to 
manage  our  own  business. 

Q.  You  sell  your  old  scrap  which  you  get  from  the  Government  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  price  ? — A.  We  have  some  of  that  scrap  on  hand  now,  and  woald  very 
willingly  sell  it  for  about  $28  a  ton  if  we  could  get  it.  I  think  it  would  hardly  brine 
$28  a  ton  to-day,  but  it  has  been  higher.  Iron  has  fallen  within  the  last  year  or  so.  1 
think  we  sold  some  upward  of  a  year  ago  at  from  $30  to  $32  a  ton ;  to-day  I  do  not 
think  we  could  get  over  $28  a  ton  for  it. 

Q.  You  are  now  purchasing  new  iron  for  the  Terror  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  a  very  little;  our 
contract  is  about  finished. 

Q.  You  have  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  new  iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  rate  f — A.  That  iron  has  been  bought  during  the  past  two  years.  1  do 
not  recollect  what  date  it  was.  My  memory  in  regard  to  prices  during  the  last  two 
years  would  range  it,  say  3}  cents — some  over  4  cents.  I  think  we  must  have  paid  as 
high  as  5  cents  a  pound  for  beams.  I  should  judge  the  iron  would  average  aoont  4 
cents  a  pound.  It  may  have  been  over  that  and  it  may  have  been  less.  I  could  not 
say  positively,  as  I  never  made  an  average  of  the  rate. 

Q.  You  charge  the  Grovernment  for  the  new  iron  at  weight  simply  ? — A.  We  charge 
the  Government  with  the  amount  of  pounds  actually  received,  that  is,  the  amount  of 
pounds  that  we  furnished  iu  the  vessel. 

Q.  All  work  that  you  do  on  the  iron  is  compensated  in  the  $135,000? — A.  Tes,  sir; 
We  sold  iron,  I  suppose,  ranging  all  the  way  from  $28,  probably  up  to  $33,  and  perhaps 
some  $34. 

Q.  The  whole  price  paid  averaged  about  4  cents  for  new  iron  T — ^A.  We  paid  diffeten^ 
rates,  according  to  the  description  of  the  iron.  If  it  was  plate,  we  paid  one  price;  " 
beam,  it  was  generally  higher. 

Q.  What  is  the  dlfiference  between  the  two  f — ^A.  Plate  iron  is  generally  about  U  ^ 
2  cents  lower.    Beam  iron  is  more  difficult  to  work. 

Q.  Is  your  contract  at  $135,000  a  very  favorable  one  for  you  f — A.  No  more  favorahle 
than  we  would  like  to  take  from  any  private  party. 

Q.  You  like  to  take  good  contracts  all  the  time  f — A.  Yes  ;  that  is  our  business. 

Q.  I  ask  you  how  it  is  as  a  contract  T — A.  It  is  no  more  fikvorable  than  contracts 
that  we  make  with  private  parties. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  ftiis  contract  t — A.  I  suppose  in  the  regular  order  of  hnsi* 
ness,  by  application  for  it.  I  knew  that  there  was  a  very  large  amount  of  work  heiog 
given  out,  and  we  bad  as  many  facilities  for  doing  that  work  as  anybody  else. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstances  and  what  steps  yon  took  In  relation  to  it  >'' 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  circumstances,  because  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  securing  contracts.    It  was  out  of  my  line  of  business. 

Q.  Who  did  secure  it  ? — ^A.  My  brother  generally  went  to  Washington. 

Q.  Which  brother  ? — ^A.  William,  the  one  who  has  been  on  examination  before  your 
committee. 

Q.  Did  you  employ  any  Intermediate  persons  to  secure  contracts  f — A.  I  know  of 
none. 
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Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  employed  Mr.  £.  G.  Cattell  to  obtain  contracts  for  yon  ? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  employed  bim  in  any  way  7^A.  We  may  bave  employed  bim  in  some 
capacities. 

Q.  State  in  wbat  capacities. — A.  Sometimes  tbere  was  some  delay  in  getting  our 
bills  tlirougb  tbe  Government,  and  he  rendered  us  assistance  in  tbat  respect. 

Q.  Did  you  compensat-e  bim  for  it  ? — A.  We  like  to  compensate  parties  wben  tbey 
do  us  service. 

Q.  Did  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  mucb  did  you  pay  bim  in  a'l  ? — A.  I  do  not  racollect  what  amount  we  paid 
bim.  We  paid  bim  money  several  times.  We  never  made  any  distinctive  memoran- 
dum of  these  things. 

Q.  Do  not  your  books  show  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell  from  the  books.  We 
make  no  personal  charge.  We  bave  not  given  Mr.  Cattell  anything  for  over  a  year 
and  a  half  or  probably  t  ^o  years.  • 

Q.  I  only  want  to  get  at,  in  round  numbers,  as  near  as  you  can  tell,  bow  mncb 
money  in  all  you  have  paid  bim  f  — A.  I  really  could  not  tell. 

Q.  You  bave  not  an  idea  f — A.  No.  sir,  I  bave  not  tbe  least  idea. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  bim  $40,000  f — A.  I  do  not  think  it  could  have  amounted  to  tbat, 
because  we  have  not  bad  a  sufficie^it  amount  of  work  to  warrant  tbat. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  tbat  your  cash-account  would  not  show  bow  mucb  you  paid 
him  f — A.  No,  sir ;  it  would  not. 

Q.  Why  7~A.  Because  we  never  made  distinctive  charges.  Tbe  amounts  were  de- 
termined when  he  came  tbere  to  us.    My  brother  generally  fixed  tbe  amount. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  mean  to  tell  me  if  you  paid  him  out  a  thousand  dollars  cash 

A.  (Interrupting.)  Yes,  I  mean  to  tell  yon  that— that  our  books  would  not  sbow  wbat 
amount  of  money  we  had  paid  to  him. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  full  and  complete  set  of  books,  showing  all  your  transactions  7 — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  would  you  so  disguise  the  payment  of  $1,000  in  cash  that  you  could  not  find 
it  ? — A.  We  never  made  any  attempt  to  disguise  our  payments  of  cash. 

Q.  Why  could  not  you  tell,  then  ?— A.  Because  all  items  of  tbat  description  are  charged 
to  tbe  personal  expense -account  of  the  firm.  Tbe  amount  of  work  we  bave  done  for 
the  Government  has  been  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  large  amount  of  work  that  we 
have  done  in  the  past  four  or  five  years.  Outside  of  Government  matters,  if  persons 
render  us  any  service  in  bringing  us  work  we  compensate  them. 

Q.  Would  it  not  go  into  the  expense-account? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but,  as  I  sa^,  all  our 
charges  of  that  nature  go  in  consolidated  to  the  personal  expense-account  ot  tbe  con- 
cern.   Tbere  would  be  an  entry  of  tbat  amount  of  cash  paid  out. 

Q.  To  whom  ? — A.  To  the  personal  account  of  the  concern. 

Q.  So  that  his  name  would  not  appear  on  your  books  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  treasurer  of  the  concern  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  an  idea,  if  you  have  not  an  entry  on  your  books,  bave  you  not,  of  tbe 
amount  of  money  paid  Mr.  Cattell  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  bave  not  an  idea. 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  tbat  it  is  quite  large  ? — A.  That  I  could  not  say,  whether  it  was 
large,  or  what  amount  it  was.  I  could  not  reccoUect  it,  because  it  has  been  over  two 
years  now,  and  I  bave  not  made  any  reference  to  tbe  matter. 

Q.  Cannot  you  do  it? — A.  I  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  Your  books  might  sbow  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  if  yon  paid  $1,000  it  would  be  likely  to  be  charged  to  general  expense- 
account? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  items  of  that  nature  are  so  charged.  There  are  other  mat- 
ters independent  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  not  itemize  your  expense-account? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Not  in  your  day-book  ?— A.  Not  matters  of  tbat  description.  We  keep  a  general 
expense-account. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Is  It  not  itemized  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  tbe  item  of  $1,000  or  check  made  to  E.  G.  Cattell  appear  somewhere  in 
yonr  books  ?— A.  It  might  appear,  as  I  say,  in  the  charge  to  tbe  personal  expenses  of 
tbe  firm. 

Q.  Would  it  not  appear  as  a  check  paid  to  E.  G.  Cattell  ? — A.  No,  sir.  During  tbe 
time  we  were  doing  tbat  work,  we  bad  large  contracts  on  band  ontside  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  work  was  a  small  matter  tben.  As  I  say,  in  tbat  same 
manner  and  in  tbe  same  way  we  made  all  our  charges  for  any  presents  that  we  made 
to  any  of  our  friends  who  did  us  any  favor  in  getting  work  outside  of  the  Government ; 
charges  were  all  made  in  the  same  way. 

Q.  But  tbey  were  made  to  tbe  individual,  were  tbey  not  ?  The  individnaVs  name  is 
mentioned  to  whom  you  gave  $500  or  $1,000  ? — A.  No,  avi. 
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Q.  How  would  yoa  make  the  entry  7-^A.  We  made  the  entry  to  expense- accoaot  of 
the  firm  William  Cramp  &  Sons. 

Q.  Would  yon  say  William  Cramp  &  Sons,  Dr.,  cash,  Cr.  f— A.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  charge 
it  in  the  regular  expense-account. 

Q.  Ton  keep  a  hank-account  7— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  keep  a  check-book  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  your  check-book  show  if  you  made  a  check  to  E.  G.  Cattell  f— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  make  your  check  payable  to  William  Cramp  dc  Sons,  or  order  f— A 
To  bearer,  if  we  gave  a  check. 

Q.  Was  there  not  an  attempt  or  purpose  to  conceal  from  yourself  the  amount  paid 
Mr.  Cattell  7 — A.  No,  sir ;  that  was  only  our  regular  way  of  doing  those  matters,  inde- 
pendent of  Government  matters. 

Q.  I  want  your  best  judgment  as  to  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  Mr.  E.  G.  Catt«ll. 
— A.  I  should  not  like  to  *tov,  because  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  made  do 
note  of  it  at  the  time,  and  I  do  not  want  to  testify  to  an  amount  that  I  really  do  not 
know.    It  has  been  a  year  or  two  in  existence. 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  him  forf — A.  We  paid  him  for  getting  our  bills  through  the 
Government,  and  attending  to  getting  payment.  Sometimes  we  were  delayed  pretty 
seriously  iai  getting  money  firom  the  Government.     * 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  yon  paid  him  at  any  one  timef^A.  No,  sir;  I  coald  not 
state  any  amount. 

Q.  It  amounts  to  a  good  many  thousand  dollars  in  all,  does  it  not?— A.  It  depends 
altogether  on  what  a  good  many  thousand  dollars  is.  I  really  could  not  testify  as  to 
that. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  I  should  think  $10,000  a  good  many.— A.  I  do  not  want  to  testify  to  any  amooDt, 
because  I  do  not  recollect.    I  could  not  state  positively  what  be  may  have  been  paid. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  to  state  positively. — A.  It  was  done  several  times,  probkbly 
ranging  over  a  year  or  two. 

Q.  What  were  the  amounts — $1,000  and  over  at  each  time? — A.  I  could  not  state 
that. 

Q.  Have  you  not  the  slightcist  recollection  about  it? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion^of  what  the  amounts  were. 

Q.*  Why  did  you  pay  him  at  all  ?— A.  We  paid  him  in  order  to  get  our  bills  and 
vouchers  promptly  passed  by  the  Government,  and  get  them  through  and  get  oor 
money. 

Q.  Was  he  a  recognized  broker  between  contractors  and  the  Government  ?— A.  I  do 
not  know  about  that. 

Q.  Was  he  understood  to  occupy  that  position  ?— A.  Not  with  me  he  was  not  1  do 
not  know  how  he  was  with  outsiders. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  his  facilities  were  for  obtaining  a  settlement  of  joor 
bills?— A.  I  do  not  know  what  his  facilities  were  except  that  we  thought  that  be  bad 
influence  enough  to  get  them  through. 

Q.  Did  he  represent  to  you  at  any  time  what  his  facilities  were  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  the  arrangement  with  him  ? — A.  My  brother  William  generally  did. 
In  fact  he  made  the  arrangements  with  Mr.  Cattell. 

Q.  Your  brother  William  informs  us  that  yon  can  tell  us  the  amount  of  these  pay- 
ments?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  amount. 

Q.  You  paid  the  money  ana  he  made  the  arrangements.  Was  there  any  other  mem- 
ber of  your  firm  who  was  in  personal  direct  relations  with  Mr.  Catt-ell  in  this  matter' 
— A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Is  your  father  active  in  the  business? — A.  No,  sir;  he  has  not  taken  any  activ'e 
part  in  the  business  for  the  last  five  or  six  years. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  is  he  ? — A.  About  seventy  years  of  age. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  made  any  arrangement  with  Mr.  Cattell  to  assist  the 
firm  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  satisfied  that  he  did  not.  I  know  we  had  great  difficulty  in 
getting  our  payments  through ;  and  it  was  my  understauding  that  Mr.  Cattell  was  em- 
ployed to  fret  our  bills  passed. 

Q.  It  strikes  me  as  a  little  peculiar  that  you  have  no  idea  to  What  extent  yon  com- 
pensated him. — A.  i  do  not  know  how  peculiar  it  may  appear,  sir. 

Q.  Does  it  not  strike  you  so  ? — A.  No,  sir.  We  have  had  very  large  transactioo*? 
and,  as  I  said  before,  the  Government  work  that  we  did  was  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  work  that  we  were  doing  at  that  time.  We  were  doing  at  the  rate  of  |2,O0O,000  a 
year  outside  of  the  Government. 

Q.  Did  you  not  keep  your  books  so  that  you  knew  exactly  at  the  end  of  a  contract 
whether  you  had  made  or  lost  money  ?— A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  if  you  made  a  contract  with  the  Government  to  put  up  the  Terror  at 
$135,000,  would  not  yox\t\iooV%«^io^  «^«t^  \\«av<if  ex^nse  which  was  properly  charj^e- 
able  to  that  contract  ^— X.  \e^,  «\x. 
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Q.  How  ooald  yon  get  along  without  showing  commissions  paid  to  Cattell  in  order 
to  get  yonr  pay  ? — A.  We  did  not  reji[ard  that  as  any  charge  ag^ainst  the  vessel. 

Q.  You  wonld  not  charge  that  against  the  vessel  ? — A.  l^o,  sir. 

Q.  You  conld  not  charge  that  as  part  of  the  expense  or  William  Cramp  <&  Sons  lor 
general  expense  of  business  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  we  made  all  our  other  charges,  oi  that 
nature,  in  the  same  way. 

Q.  Then  you  were  not  in  condition  to  tell  exactly  the  profits  of  any  Contract  which 
you  made  T — A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  If  you  paid  $5,000  to  £.  G.  Cattell  to  get  your  pay  for  work  done  on  the  Terror  or 
any  other  vessel,  and  that  did  not  appear  as  charged  against  that  contract,  you  wonld 
not  be  able  to  tell,  from  yonr  account,  the  profits  on  that  job  F — A.  Yes,  we  would.  We 
would  not  regard  that  as  a  chargeable  item  to  construction. 

Q.  I  will  take  it  in  another  form.  At  the  end  of  the  year  do  not  your  books  show 
the  profits  of  the  year's  work  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  would  you,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  exact  profits  of  the  year,  take  your  gen- 
eral expense-account  in  the  whole  business  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  distribute  that  general  expense-account  among  yonr  several  con- 
tracts?— A.  No, sir;  that  is  chargeable  to  profit  and  loss. 

Q.  What  other  jobs  have  you  done  for  the  Government  besides  the  Terror  ? — A.  I 
think  we  raised  the  Sangns,  Manhattan,  and  the  Nantucket. 

Q.  You  rebuilt  them  all  under  contract  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  second  contract  on  the 
Terror  is  as  follows  : 

*•  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Constructiox  and  Repair, 

*•  Jfashington,  April  4, 1875. 

**  Gentlemen  :  The  bureau  proposes  that  yon  shall  finish  the  iron  hull- work  and  the 
deck  armor-plating  of  the  double-turreted  monito;r  Terror,  now  at  your  yard ;  that  is  to 
say,  do  all  the  inside  and  outside  plating,  all  the  fore-and-aft  and  athwartships  bnlk- 
heiads,  all  the  foundations  for  engines,  boilers,  and  machinery,  including  foundations  for 
turret-machinery  and  blowing-engines,  all  the  alley-ways,  coal-bunkers,  manhole- 
plates  for  the  inner  skin,  foundations  and  gearings  complete  for  turrets,  all  the  pipes  and 
ventilators  required  for  the  blowing-engines,  and  iron  rudder  made  and  hung,  together 
with  preparing,  laying,  an^  finishing  the  deck-armor  complete ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
deck  composed  of  two  courses  of  seven-eighths  inch  strapped  on  the  under  side  athwart- 
ships and  fore  and  aft,  riveted  and  calked  water-tight,  boring  all  holes  for  deck-lights 
and  attaching  the  old  deck-lights,  and  fitting  the  vei;itilator-tops,  and  setting  and  fit- 
ting complete  all  ship-pnmps ;  also  pumps  worked  by  hand ;  forming  all  hatchways 
and  finishing  the  hatches  complete,  iron  ventilators,  coal-openings,  ana  fitting  to  them 
the  battle-plates  belonging  to  them ;  making  the  hawse-pipes,  channel- wa^s  ror  chains, 
and  putting  down  the  timber-heads ;  putting  up  the  boat-davits,  preparing  the  work 
aforesaid  complete  in  readiness  for  the  wooden  aedk,  including  painting  the  hull  with 
three  cr»ats  of^such  paint  as  may  be  furnished,  and  cementing  all  parts  required;  it 
being  agreed,  however,  that  neither  side-armor,  armor-backing,  deck  outfit,  nor  wood- 
work is  embraced  in  the  work  to  be  done,  and  that  no  materials  are  included  in  this 
proposition.  And,  in  consideration  of  your  doin^  the  work  as  above  set  forth,  the  bu- 
reau agree  to  pay  to  you  the  sum  of  $155,000,  in  ten  equal  payments,  20  per  centum 
to  be  reeenred  from  each  payment  until  the  completion  and  acceptance  or  the  work. 
Bills  to  be  rendered  by  you,  under  certificate  of  the  inspecting  officer  that  the  work 
lias  progressed  sufficiently  to  entitle  yon  to  the  payment  named. 

<'  Please  signify  in  writing  your  acceptance  of  this  proposition. 
*'  Respecthilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

"I.  HANSCOM, 
"  ChUf  of  Bureau. 

**  The  W.  Cramp  &  Sons  S.  &  E.  B.  Co., 

**  1415  Beach  Street,  Philadelphia:' 

Q.  In  that  plating  contract  did  you  also  receive  iron  on  the  same  terms  7 — A.  Y'es, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  fou  know  the  amount  of  all  your  charges  against  the  contracts  of  the  Terror  7 
Can  you  tell  the  committee  the  amount  of  iron  received  and  the  amount  delivered  7 — 
A.  I  can;  it  is  as  follows  : 

Iron  received  from  Bureau  of  Ck>n8truciion, 
1875.  Poanda. 

June. — Plate-iron  used  from  old  hull  moni  tor  Terror 1, 391, 156 

Plate-iron  used  from  old  hull  monitor  Algoma 1,397,760 

Plate-iron  used* from  old  hull  monitor  Otsego 1, 301, 440 

Sept. —  Invoice  August  27,  iron  plate  sent  us  by  Department  per  schooner 

S.S.Hudson 1,092,875 

Weight  of  iron  in  new  hull  of  Terror,  2,033,454  pounds. 
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Q.  State  wfaetber  or  not  yon  bave  received  all  the  old  iron  you  expected  to  reoeire 
on  account  of  the  contract.— A.  No,  sir ;  that  Htatement  shows  the  GovemmeDt  to  be 
in  our  debt  abont  eight  or  nine  bnndred  tbonsand  pounds  of  old  material. 
Q.  That  you  are  to  receive  in  old  iron  under  your  contract  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  State  whether  you  bave  at  any  time  before  made  an  exchange- contract  of  old 
iron  for  new. — A.  No,  sir ;  this  was  the  first  and  only  one.  Our  other  contracts  are  as 
follows  : 

"Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  of  Steam-Enginegking, 

"  Washingtan,  JprU  23, 1374. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  February,  offering  to  make  there- 
pairs,  &c.,  necessary  to  lit  the  Nantucket  for  service  at  sea,  yon  are  authorized  to  do 
this  work,  provided  you  will  do  so  under  the  following  terms,  conditions,  and  reqaire- 
meuts : 

"  Engines, — Overhaul  all  the  valves,  journals,  brasses,  connections,  &c.,  saUstitntiog 
new  parts  required,  (with  exception  of  new  drainage-pumps  if  found  necessary,)  for  the 
sum  of  110,500. 

"  Bailera, — Take  out  the  old  boilers,  construct  and  erect  on  board  the  vessel  new 
boilers,  as  per  plans,  «&c.,  furnished,  for  the  sum  of  |20, 000,  with  .35  cents  per  poand  for 
new  composition-tubes,  if  furnished  by  you. 

"Also  to  furnish  all  the  trimmings  for  these  new  boilers,  such  as  grate-bars,  beariog- 
bars,  stop-valves,  safety-valves,  gauge-cocks,  &c.,  make  all  connections  of  steam  and 
water-pipes,  re-arrange  the  coal-bunkers,  furnish  fire-room,  floor -plating,  and  all  neeei* 
sary  ash-nans,  boiler-saddles,  <&c.,  to  make  the  boiler-attachments  and  everything  apper- 
taining thereto,  complete  and  ready  for  steam,  including  felting  and  lead  covering 
for  the  boilerp,  for  the  sum  of  $10,350, 

"  In  short,  tor  the  sum  of  $10,850,  to  make  every  part  of  said  machinery,  with  new 
boilers  and  appurtenances,  so  complete  that  when  the  vessel  leaves  your  works  nothing 
further  need  be  done  to  have  the  entire  engineering  department  in  the  most  efficient 
condition  for  sea  service. 

"  All  the  materials  used  to  be  of  the  very  best  quality,  workmanship  first-class,  and 
the  entire  work  done  to  the  satisfaction  and  approval  of  the  inspecting  engineer. 
"  Respectfully, 

"  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

"  Chief  of  Bureati, 

"  Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons, 

"  Philaee'phia,  Fa.*' 

"Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

"  WashingtOHf  JanuarM  15, 1^4. 

"  Sirs  :  The  Department  has  directed  that  the  Nantucket  be  repaired  by  yon  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  herein  given  and  as  required  by  the  specifications  for 
doing  the  work,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached,  and  is  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  agree- 
ment, for  the  sum  of  $189,000. 

"  The  work  to  be  done  is  as  follows :  The  vessel  is  to  be  raised  15  inches  higher  than 
the  top  of  the  old  armor ;  iron  beams  and  new  iron-deck  plating,  in  two  thicknesaee 
of  three-fourths  inch  each,  are  to  take  the  place  of  the  wocnlen  beams  and  the  present 
deck-plating.  The  deck-planking  of  3-inch  white  or  yellow  pine  is  to  be  fastened  to  the 
iron-plating  with  brass  screws,  in  extending  the  armor,  corresponding  with  the  raid- 
ing of  the  vessel,  wrougbt-irou  bars  5  inches  by  11  inches,  with  butt  strips  3  inches  in 
thickness,  which  will  1^  furnished  by  the  Government,  will  be  used  for  a  distance  of 
140  feet  from  the  bow.  The  remaining  armor  will  consist  of  three  sloping  plates  se- 
cured t9  the  backing  and  deck-plating.  The  ceiling  will  be  removed  fore  and  aft,  *Q<^ 
the  bottom  plating  and  frame  angles  scraped.  Tne  plating  and  rivet-heads  will  be 
covered  up  to  the  bilge  with  best  cement.  A  steam  attachment  will  be  made  to  the 
windlass ;  two  adjustable  hydraulic  jacks  will  be  fitted  with  a  collar  around  and 
against  the  spindle  for  raising  the  turret.  All  carpenter  and  joiner  work  rotten  or 
unfit  for  use  to  be  made  new.  Deck-lights,  ventilators,  battle-hatches,  and  coamings, 
and  sea-plates  for  all  deck-openings  to  be  properly  fitted  and  secured.  Magazines  to  be 
fitted  in  accordance  with  the  "  Ordnance  Regulations''  of  the  Navy.  The  armor-pl*^* 
ing  and  wood-backing  that  has  been  battered  or  injured  with  shot,  or  rotten,  to  be  re- 
placed with  new  material.  All  towing  or  other  bitts,  chocks,  mooriug-rings,  lifelio^ 
and  awning-stanchions,  head  for  men  on  deck,  anchor-crane  davit,  cranes  to  hatches, 
tripods  for  flag-staffs,  boat-davits,  hurricane-deck  and  necessary  fittings,  will  be  con- 
structed and  fitted  in  a  workmanlike  manner.  The  vessel  to  be  docked,  scraped,  and 
painted  with  three  coats  of  red  lead. 

"  It  is  further  understood  that  the  work  to  bo  done  upon  this  vessel  is  to  iucla<l® 
everything  neceasaty  to  ms^V^VLW  ^\fe,^\»^\id  ^Lom^lete  and  ready  for  sea-service,  and 
that  anything  necessaiy  X,o  ^ao  '^xl^^x.  V^^'^Xvx^v^wsvxXXfc^  v^  '\^  Ts\Ao.tioned  in  this 
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this  letter,  or  Id  the  specifications  for  doing  the  work  apon  her  herein  referred  to,  is  to 
be  supplied  without  extra  charge. 

"  The  vessel  is  to  be  completed,  ready  in  all  respects  for  a  cruise  at  sea,  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1874,  and  if  she  is  not  so  completed  as  aforesaid  by  that  time, 
a  reduction  of  $5,000  per  month,  or  in  that  proportion,  shall  be  made  in  the  amount  to 
be  paid  for  every  month  or  part  thereof  after  the  date  above  mentioned,  until  she  has 
been  examined,  and  declared  to  be  completed  as  specified,  by  a  board  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Department  for  that  purpose.  Proportional  payments,  in  twenty  parts,  will  be 
made  as  the^  materials  are  procured  and  as  the  work  progresses,  upon  bills  properly 
made  for  a  certain  twentieth  part  of  the  repairs  done,  and  signed  by  the  superintend- 
ing assistant  naval  constructor,  certifying  that  the  amount  of  materials  has  been  fur- 
nished, and  the  work  done  entitling  you  to  a  payment. 
**  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  J.  HANSCOM, 
*^ Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  Wm.  Ckamp  &  Sons, 

'Thiladelphia,  Pa," 

'*Navy  Department, 
'*  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

"  Washingtan,  October  10,  1874. 

**  Gentlemen  :  Your  offer  to  break  up  two  of  the  light-draught  monitors  now  at  the 
naval  station,  League  Island,  for  $6  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  is  hereby  accepted,  and  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  commandant  of  that  station  to  turn  over  the  Algona 
and  Otsego  to  you  for  conveyance  to  your  yard. 

*'Ab  the  boilers  and  machinery  are  to  be  retained  by  the  Government,  you  will  please, 
before  proceeding  to  break  up  the  vessels,  have  them  carefully  removed  and  stored. 
The  vessels  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days. 

"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•*  I.  HANSCOM, 
"  Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  The  W.  Cramp  &  Sons  S.  &  E.  B.  Co., 

"  1415  Beach  Street,  Philadelphia." 

The  Witness.  That  contract  for  breaking  up  the  monitors  was  a  bad  one,  and  who- 
ever took  similar  ones  lost  money  at  $6  a  ton. 

Q.  Without  the  privilege  of  exchanging  that  iron  for  new  iron,  you  say  it  was  a  bad 
contract? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  with  the  privilege  of  exchanging  it  for  new,  you  managed  to  save  yourselves, 
I  suppose? — A.  We  might  nave  come  out  square  on  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  any  money  on  it  ? — A.  We  might  have  made  some ;  I  do  not 
know  how  much.    I  have  here  a  request  to  us  to  bid  on  the  Terror,  as  follows  : 

"Navy  Department, 
"Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

"  Washington,  August  13, 1874. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  plans  for  rebuilding  the  monitors  Terror  and  class  are  so  £&r  ad- 
vanced that  the  Department  desires  you  to  make  proposals  for  doing  the  work.  You 
will  bo  able  to  make  your  estimate  of  the  price  for  doing  the  work  from  the  general 
dimensions  and  limited  details,  which  are  as  follows,  viz : 

"  All  iron  material  to  be  furnished  by  the  Gevernment.  Hull  of  iron,  (copy  of  cross- 
section  inclosed.)  The  turrets,  armor-plating,  deck-plating,  pilot-house,  ventilators, 
deck-lights,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Terror,  and  each  vessel,  are  to  be  used  in  the  re- 
building of  the  hull. 

"  Length  between  perpendiculars  is  250  feet ;  breadth  to  outside  of  armor-plating,  56 
feet ;  depth  from  base-line  to  top  of  deck  amidships,  16  feet  7  inches.  The  hull  win  be 
double,  having  an  inner  plating,  water-tight  covering  or  skin  running  to  the  top  of  the 
beams,  the  outside  plating  extending  up  to  the  shelf,  6  feet  below  top  of  deck.  Upon  the 
shelf  will  be  put  the  timber-backing  and  armor-plating.  Outside  plating  will  be  f-inch 
thick,  and  inner  or  skin-plating  5-16  inch  thick.  Frames  to  be  made  of  |-inch  plate, 
with  angle  and  reverse-angle  iron.  Depth  of  frames  at  keel,  28  inches ;  space  of  frames, 
24  Inches.  There  will  be  live  intercostal  plates  running  the  whole  length  of  the  ves- 
sel on  each  side  of  the  keel.  Every  12  feet  the  frames  will  be  whole,  forming  water- 
tight compartments.  A  man-hole  and  plate  will  be  made  in  each  compartment,  so 
that  access  may  be  had  for  cleaning  and  painting.  Engine-keelsons  to  be  made  to  fit 
the  engines  and  boilers.  Three  water-tight  bulk-heads  will  be  put  up  athwartships, 
forward  of  the  boilers,  with  water-tight  valves  and  doors  in  each.  Iron  bulk-heads 
for  shaft-alleys  and  store  and  locker  rooms  will  be  made,  and  all  iron-work  to  be  done 
pertaining  to  the  hull.  The  bottom  of  the  vessel  to  be  painted  eith^t  -^xW^.x^Va^ 
or  patent  paint — three  good  coats— and  the  inside  to  be  cemeuV^  ^\Wi\^^\i^^\»\s^^X»^- 
rial.    AJJ  inside  iron- work  to  be  painted  with  three  good  coatft  ot  \ift^\>  ^^.Vv:^^»» 
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**  Estimated  weight  of  iron  for  the  above,  separate  from  deck-platios^  and  armor- 
plating,  is  1,000  tons,  of  2,240  poands  to  the  ton.  Proposals  for  the  hull  at  the  abore 
weight  are  wanted. 

'*  Proposals  also  for  the  putting  on  of  the  deck-plating,  two  conrsea  of  l-inch  iron, 
and  armor-platingi  five  courses  of  1-inch  iron  and  two  courses  of  l^-inch  iron,  making 
8  inches  in  thickness,  are  wanted. 

**  The  putting  on  of  the  deck-plating  will  inclnde  the  ventilators,  air-ports,  hattle- 
hatches,  capstan,  timber-heads,  cleats,  cavels,  awning-stanchions,  boot-davits,  and  fiih- 
davitf,  hawse-pipes  and  cable-bitts,  stanchions  for  life-lines,  and  all  iron-work  on  deck 
pertaining  to  tne  hull.    Estimated  weight,  1,100  tons,  of  2,240  ponnds  to  the  ton. 
**An  early  answer  to  this  commnnication  is  required. 
**  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"I.  HANSCOM, 
"  Chi^  of  Bureau. 
"  The  W.  Cramt  &  Sons  S.  &  E.  B.  Co., 

'*  1415  Be4ich  St.,  Philadelphia," 

Also  application  fur  a  bid  on  boilers  of  the  Terror  from  the  Department,  and  bid 
therefor,  and  contract  of  March  24, 1875.    They  are  as  follows : 

"Navy  Department, 
'' Bureau  of  Steam-Engineerixg, 

'<  Waskingt&H,  January  15, 1875. 

**  Gent.  :  Will  you  please  inform  the  bureau  the  price  or  for  what  sum  yon  will  for- 
nish  and  erect,  complete  and  in  a  condition  for  continued  service,  new  motive-niAohio- 
ery  for  the  United  States  iron-clad  monitor  Terror,  (now  being  rebuilt  by  yoo,)  ina^ 
cordance  with  the  drawings  and  specifications  on  file  at  the  Department,  and  which 
you  are  respectfully  invited  to  inspect  and  take  such  notes  from  as  you  may  deem  requi- 
site to  aid  you  in  submitting  your  reply  to  this  bureau.  The  design  contemplates  two 
compound  engines,  the  cylinders  of  which  are  34  and  51  inches  diameter,  respectively, 
with  a  stroke  of  42  inches,  supplied  with  steam  from  six  compound  boilers. 

*'The  details  of  construction  and  dimensions  of  all  the  machinery  and  boilers  are  set 
forth  in  the  drawings  and  in  the  specifications  above  referred  to. 

''Ton  will  please  state  what  speed  for  twenty-foar  hours  yon  will  guarantee  by  the 
application  of  the  power  contemplated  in  your  proposition,  and  if  such  guarantee  does 
not  cover  12  knots  per  hour. 

**  Please  state  such  alterations,  in  the  designs  snbmitted,  and  to  which  your  atten- 
tion is  called,  as  yon  deem  reauired  to  enable  you  to  guarantee  a  speed  of  12  knots  per 
hour,  in  this  case,  for  twenty-tour  consecutive  hours,  under  ordinary  favorable  condi- 
tions of  trial-tests,  and  the  cost  of  same  in  pounds  of  anthracite  coal  per  indicated 
horses'  }>ower  per  hour. 

*'It  will  be  understood  that  the  price  named  in  your  proposal  will  be  the  snm  for 
which  yon  will  furnish  and  erect  in  the  vessel  in  all  respects,  complete  and  ready  for 
continued  service,  in  accordance  with  the  usual  requirements  of  naval  practice,  new 
motive-machinery  and  boilers,  complete  in  all  its  details  respectively,  gmaranteed  to 
make  the  speed  above  specified,  together  with  duplicate  pieces  of  xuachiDery,  tools* 
<&c.,  and  deliver  it  to  the  Department  ready  (so  far  as  the  motive-power  is  concerned) 
and  in  a  condition  for  continued  active  service  without  charge  other  than  the  snm 
named  in  your  proposal. 

*'  You  will  further  please  inform  this  bureau  the  price  you  will  agree  to  famish  and 
erect  the  boilers,  as  per  drawings  and  specifications  on  file,  six  in  number,  with  steam- 
drums,  super-heaters,  uptake,  smoke-pipe,  smoke-connections,  attachments  to  impreg- 
nable chimney ;  all  steam  and  water  connections  and  appendages  of  all  kinds,  snch 
as  grate-bars,  bearer-bars,  &c.,  complete,  properly  connected  with  the  engines,  and 
ready  for  service,  including  boiler-covering,  as  may  be  approved  by  the  bareaa,  with- 
out any  extra  charges  whatever. 

"  You  are  further  requested  to  state  the  price  for  which  you  will  take  take  the  motive- 
machinery  and  boilers,  with  all  their  connections  and  appendages,  removed  from  the 
vessel  and  at  present  stored  in^our  yard,  including  all  the  pumps  and  fixtures  of 
every  kind,  and  thoroughly  repair  the  same,  fumishiD^  new  parts  and  pieces  required, 
missing  or  too  ranch  worn  or  damaged  to  be  again  available. 

**  Erect  the  said  machinery  on  board  the  vessel,  with  all  connections,  fastenings,  fit- 
tings, oiling.apparatus,  gauges,  and  instrnments  of  all  kinds,  flooring,  stairways,  brass 
and  iron  railings,  &c. 

"  The  whole  to  be  complete  in  every  respect,  together  with  duplicates  and  tools, 
ready  for  service  in  accordance  with  naval  practice  and  the  general  requirements  of  the 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering.  The  vessel  to  have  a  satisfictory  trial  trip,  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Department  without  extra  charges  of  any  kind. 

*'  Please  state  wliat  ap^^^  m«L^  \i^  T%"8JRttxi«.blY  expected  from  this  vessel  for  twenty- 
four  consecutWe  Yiouxa^Vi'j  t\i^  1K^^\ca^^WlQl^^^^\s»wOQ\^ifcT^  "ask^^^^  vxidicated. 
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"  The  Department  has  stored  in  the  Kittery  navy-yard  one  pair  of  engines,  taken 
from  the  ^antasket,  the  cylinders  of  which  are  36  inches  diameter  by  36  inches 
stroke. 

"One  pair  of  the  same  dimensions, taken  from  the  Swatara, stored  at  the  navy-yard, 
Boston.    These  engines  are  in  fair  condition. 

**  Will  you  please  state  to  the  bureau  the  sum  for  which  you  will  receive  these  en- 
gines, overhaul  and  properly  repair  the  same,  and  erect  them  complete  in  the  vessel, 
in  all  respects  in  a  condition  for  service,  as  to  the  cases  and  under  the  conditions  above 
mentioned. 

"The  Department  will,  after  receipt  of  your  reply  to  these  propositions,  determine 
which  to  accept  as  most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  public  service. 
Respectfully, 

"  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

"  Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons, 

"  Philadelphia,  Pa." 

"  Makch  24, 1875. 

"  Sir  :  We  will  agree  to  furnish  and  erect  complete  on  board  the  United  States  iron- 
clad Terror,  all  the  ooilers,  six  in  number,  according  to  the  drawings  and  specifications 
furnished  us,  including  super-heaters,  uptakes^  smoke-stack,  and  connections  to  the  im- 
pregnable stack,  all  steam  and  water  connections,  grate  and  bearer-bars,  &c.;  also,  the 
auxiliary  boiler  and  appurtenances,  the  whole  complete  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  bu- 
reau, for  the  sum  of  |110,000,  the  old  boilers  now  on  board  to  belong  to  us. 
"  Respectfully  yours, 

"THEO.  CRAMP, 
"  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
"  Engineer-iu-Chief  W.  W.  W.  WOOD,  U.  S.  N., 

*^Chi€f  of  Bureau  Steam- Engineering.^* 

"  Navy  Department, 
"  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering, 

"  Washington,  April  14, 1875. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Replying  to  your  letters  of  January  16  and  March  24,  making  propo- 
sitions relative  to  the  power  of  the  Terror,  by  direction  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  that  part  relating  to  boilers,  as  follows :  *  We  will  agree  to  furnish  and  erect 
complete  on  board  the  United  States  iron-clad  Terror,  all  the  boilers,  six  in  number, 
according  to  the  drawings  and  specifications  furnished  us,  including  super-heaters, 
uptakes,  smoke-stack  and  connections,  grate  and  bearer-bars,  &c. ;  also  the  auxiliary 
boiler  and  appurtenances,  the  whole  complete  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  bureau,  for  the 
sum  of  $110,000,  the  old  boilers  now  on  board  to  belong  to  us,'  is  hereby  accepted,  pro- 
vided the  materials  used  be  of  the  very  best  quality  and  the  workmanship  nrst-class. 
"  Respectfully, 

"  WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

''Chief  of  Bureau. 
"  Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons, 

Philadelphia,  Pa." 

Q.  Was  that  bid  made  in  competition  with  other  manufacturers  ? — ^A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  What  other  persons  did  you  compete  with  ? — A.  Harlan  &  HoUings worth,  and  I 
think  a  New  York  concern  also  ;  also,  John  Roach.    I  do  not  recollect  all  the  bidders. 

Q.  What  other  contracts  have  yoi>  ? — A.  There  is  some  old  material  noted  here  that 
we  bought  from  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  that  was  in  breaking  up  the  two  old 
monitors.    We  purchased  the  old  engines  and  boilers. 

Q.  Was  that  at  private  or  public  sale  ? — A.  It  was  an  offer  we  made  for  them,  I  think. 

Q.  State  what  you  gave  for  them  f — A.  The  following  documents  will  show 
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•  *' Purchased  from  Bureau  Steam- Engineering : 
"  1«75. 
"June  24. — ^Two  boilers  from  Philadelphia  navy-yj,rd,   weighing  169,870 

pounds,  at  $40  per  ton \ $3,03.3  39 

''June. — Otsego  and  Algoma  machinery,  broken  up  at  our  yard: 

"37,212  pounds  brass,  $13 $4,837  56 

"3,987  pounds  lead,  $6 239  22 

"  14,539i  pounds  copper,  $15 2,180  92 

"  187,700  pounds  cast  iron,  $25 2,094  86 

"82,296  pounds  wrought  iron,  $30 1,102  18 

"52HU  tons  Algoma  boilers,  $25 1,312  77 

"44iii3  tonsOtsego  boilers,  $25 1,111  61 

ja.  Mis.  1 70,  pt  3 27 
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"  Naty  Department, 
"  Bureau  of  Steam-Exgikeerixg, 

"  ffashingtoHy  April  8, 1875. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Your  offer  contaioed  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  to  receive  the 

old  machinery,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Otsego  and  Algoma,  at  13  cents  per  poand  for 

brass;  15  cents  per  pound  for  copper-pipe;  $25  per  ton  for  cast  iron;  $30  per  ton  for 

wrought  iron  ;  S25per  ton  for  boilers  as  they  stand  without  catting,  is  heraby  accepted. 

**  Respectfully, 

"WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

*•  Chief  of  Burm. 
"\Vm.  Cramp  &  Sons, 

'Philadelphia,  PaJ' 

Q.  Have  you  given  to  the  committee  so  far  as  you  can  all  your  trades  and  contracts 
with  the  Navy  Department  since  1871  f — A.  I  have  hero  a  bid  for  the  scrap-raaterial 
heretofore  referred  to  as  follows : 

"April  3,  18T5. 
"  Engineer-in-Chief  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  N., 

**  Chief  of  Bureau  Steam-Engineering : 

**  Sir  :  'The  following  are  the  prices  we  are  willing  to  pay  for  the  engines  and  boilers, 
now  stored  at  our  yard,  belonging  to  the  light-dranght  monitors  Otsego  and  Algom^ 

"Brass 13  cents  per ponnd. 

"  Copper  pipe 15  cents  per  pound. 

"Cast  iron 25  dollars  per  ton. 

"Wrought  iron 30  dollars  per  ton. 

"Boilers  as  they  stand 25  dollars  per  toe 

"The  cost  of  taking  out  and  storing  above  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  to  be 
paid. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 
"  The  W.  Cramp  &  Sons  S.  «fe  E.  B.  Co. 

**  WM.  CRAMP. 
"  Letter  B,  109." 

Also  bid  for  the  repair  of  the  machinery  and  boilers  of  the  monitors  Manhattan  and 
Saugus,  as  follows : 

"  April  8, 1872. 

"  Sir  :  We  will  repair  the  machinery  and  boilers  of  the  monitor  Manhattan,  acconl- 
ing  to  the  specifications  furnished  us.  for  the  sum  of  $20,600. 

**  In  addition,  if  found  necessary,  an  entire  new  set  of  seamless  brass  tubes  for  con- 
denser, with  one  hundred  spare  tubes,  will  cost  $8,400.   . 

"  We  will  repair  the  macninery  and  boilers  of  the  monitor  Saugus,  according  to  the 
specifications  furnished  us,  for  $19,650. 
"  Respectfully  yours, 

"  W.  CRAJilP  &  SONS. 
"To  Chief-Engineer  W.  G.  Buehler." 

Also  our  acceptance  of  the  bureau's  proposition  to  finish  iron-hull  work,  «&c.,on  tbe 
Terror : 

"  April  7,  lb75. 
"  I.  Haxscom  Esq., 

"  Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Repair : 

"Sir:  We  accept  the  terms  of  your  proposition  of  April  5,  to  finish  tbe  iron-hnll 
work  and  deck  armor-plating  of  the  double-tnrreted  monitor  Terror  for  the  snm  of 
$155,000. 

"  Yours  truly, 
"  The  W.  Cramp  &  Sons  S.  &  E.  B.  Co. 

"  THEO.  CRAMP,  ^ccrc/flrsf." 

Also  acceptance  of  proposition  to  repair  the  monitor  Nantucket : 

"  PniLADEiJ>iUA,  January  20, 1574. 
"  Sir  :  We  hereby  accept  the  proposition  to  repair  the  monitor  Nantucket  in  accord- 
ance jyith  the  instructions  of  your  letter  of  January  15,  and  specifications  attached 
thereto  for  the  sum  of  §189,000. 
"  The  W.  C.  &  Sons  S.  &  E.  B.  Co., 

"  THEO.  CRAMP, 
"  Secretary  and  Drttuurer. 

'ToI.Hasscom, 

"  Chiff  o/  Bureau  oj  CotvilvucWoii,  ^c.^'WoA>C\tv^\tt».^\>.  ^:^ 
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Also  the  acceptance  of  bareau's  proposition  to  put  Terror  in  frames. 

"  October  5, 1874. 
'*  I.  Hanscom,  Esq., 

"  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Canatruction  atid  Repair: 
Sir  :  We  accept  your  proposition  of  October  2,  amended  as  per  your  letter  of  Octo- 
ber 3,  to  put  in  frame  an  iron-clad  monitor  in  accordance  with  the  drawings  and  specifi- 
cations to  be  furnished. 
**  Yours  truly, 

*'  THEO.  CRAMP, 
"  Secretary  and  Treasurer,^^ 
Letter  B,  page  48.] 

Qt  What  did  you  pay  for  the  two  boilers  which  you  purchased  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment?— A.  Forty  dollars  a  ton,  I  think,  according  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  per  ton  of  new  boilers  ?— A.  We  never  built  any  new  boilers  of 
that  description,  and  would  not  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  put  them  into  an  old  vessel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  into  a  rather  old  vessel. 

Q.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  new  boilers  of  that  description  ? — A.  I 
could  not  say  what  would  he  the  cost  of  them,  because  we  never  built  any  of  that  de- 
scription, and  they  are  out  of  date. 

Q.  Cannot  yon  form  some  idea  of  that  f — A.  I  could  not.    Our  boilers  are  modem. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  a  new  modern  boiler  f — A.  We  build  boilers,  according  to 
our  style  of  building  them,  at  about  12  cents  a  pound,  say  from  10  to  12  cents  a  pound  ; 
that  is  the  modem  type  of  boiler. 

Q.  That  would  be  about  how  much  per  ton? — A.  About  $240. 

Q.  You  did  not  pay  more  for  these  boilers  than  they  are  worth  for  old  scrap,  did 
you  ? — A.  O,  yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  value  of  old  boiler-iron  at  the  time  you  bought  those  ?— A.  Old 
boilers  have  to  be  ripped  up  to  be  sold  as  scrap.  We  would  not  like  to  pay  for  old 
boilers  to-day  over  $21  a  ton. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  for  those  boilers  in  money  or  in  labor  f — A.  Our  account  is  not 
settled  with  the  Department  yet  in  regard  to  that. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  them  on  account  or  did  you  pay  cash  for  them  ? — A.  On  account. 
Those  boilers  were  sold  at  the  same  price  that  we  bought  them  for  from  the  Govern- 
ment after  making  alterations. 

Q.  You  got  the  money  for  the  boilers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  have  paid  to  any  other  person  than  E.  G.  Cattell  any 
commissions  for  any  service  rendered  to  you  with  reference  to  getting  contracts  with 
the  Government. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  sold  any  goods  or  done  any  work  for  any  man  connected  with  the  Navy 
Department  which  stands  charged  on  your  books  as  not  paid  for  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  connected  with  the  Navy  Department  having  received 
any  moneys  for  or  on  account  of  any  contract  given  out  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ?— A.  I  never  saw  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Isaiah  Hanscom  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  personsil  dealings  with  him  ? — A.  I  have  been  in  his  office. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  that  your  first  contract  was  for  building  the  frame  for  the  Terror  and 
setting  it  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  up  a  new  frame  for  the  Terror  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  old  frame  f — A.  The  old  frame  was  of  wood. 

Q.  Did  you  get  out  your  frame  by  the  n!iolds  or  did  you  use  the  old  frame  ? — A.  We 
made  an  entire  new  mold. 

Q.  Then  the  new  Terror  is  only  the  old  Terror  in  name  ;  I  mean  that  the  new  Terror 
is  nothing  of  the  old  vessel  but  the  name  ? — A.  I  believe  the  turrets  and  son^e  other 
material  are  tt>  go  in  her,  but  there  is  nothing  of  the  old  frame  of  the  Terror  in  this 
new  frame. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  built  entirely  from  new  molds  and  metal  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  not  like  the  other  ?— A.  Something  similar  to  the  other. 

Q.  But  only  as  one  vessel  is  generally  similar  to  another  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  like  the  Terror  have  been  rebuilt  ? — A.  I  think  Harlan  &  Hol- 
lingsworth  are  rebuilding  one. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  vessel  T — A.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  is  the  Minne- 
tonka  or  Amphitrite.  I  think  Mr.  Roach  is  building  one  or  two.  I  do  not  recollect 
exactly  how  many. 

Q.  1  am  referring  to  the  Terror  class.— A.  Those  are  the  kind.  I  think  there  was 
one  built  in  New  York  by  Mr.  Rowland,  and  shipped  to  Califoraii;  that  is  my  im- 
pression.   I  think  there  are  four  of  her  class  being  rebuilt. 

Q.  Building  four  substitutes  for  the  old  wooden  monitors  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  3*ou  know  whether  thero  were  any  advertisements  for  bids  previous  to  the 
contracts  for  building  those  vessels? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  published  advertisement  in  the  papers  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Q.  You  received  your  notice,  that  there  were  such  vessels  to  be  rebuilt,  direct  from 
the  Department  ?— A.  Direct  from  the  Department,  as  the  communication  shows. 

Q.  Speaking  of  scrap-iron  which  you  get  from  the  Government,  describe  its  quality, 
if  you  please.  I  refer  to  the  three  pounds  which  you  have  received  for  one  of  new.— 
A.  It  is  ordinary  bolt-plate. 

Q.  Armor-plating  f — A.  Armor-platingj  and  bolt-plate. 

Q.  Most  of  it  is  in  plating  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  nine-tenths  of  it  is  heavy  iron-platiog.  It 
is  of  a  general  promiscuous  character  of  iron. 

Q.  It  is  about  a  year  since  you  made  this  contract  for  the  Terror  f — A.  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  Has  your  firm  suffered  in  interest  by  the  depreciation  in  iron,  under  this  contract  f 
Where  you  are  getting  three  pounds  for  one,  is  it  to  your  interest  that  the  iron 
should  decrease  in  price  in  reference  to  this  contract  ? — A.  Our  contract  was  prettj 
much  completed  before  there  was  much  reduction  in  iron. 

Q.  Had  there  been  a  fall  in  the  price  of  iron  while  your  contract  was  in  existence  f- 
A.  It  would  not  have  benefited  us.  It  would  have  been  rather  against  us,  becaaae 
we  would  have  had  the  old  scrap  on  hand.    We  never  trust  to  luck  in  these  matters. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  to  ^Ir.  Harris  that  the  beam-iron  for  these  monitors  cost 
more  than  the  armor-plating  to  put  in  these  vessels. — A.  No,  sir ;  not  more  than  the 
armor-plating,  but  more  than  the  regular  hull-plating. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  hull-plating  and  armor-plating  t — A.  Hull-plating 
is  only  of  ordinary  plating,  eight-sixteenths  or  nine-sixteenths.  It  is  rather  tbin  iron; 
but  when  you  come  to  armor-plating  it  is  generally  very  thick — three  or  four  inches 
thick.    It  runs  anywhere  from  an  inch  to  four  inches. 

Q.  Is  the  armor-plating  iron  more  costly  than  iron  for  the  beams? — A.  I  do  Dot 
know  what  the  price  of  armor-plating  is.    We  have  never  bought  any. 

Q.  You  used  it  on  the  Terror  ? — A.  Not  any  armor-plating. 

Q.  What  did  you  use  on  the  Terror? — A.  Only  ordinary  bolt-plates.  They  range 
from  seven-sixteenths  to  about  ten-sixteenths  or  eleven-sixteenths. 

Q.  Do  j'ou  know  anything  about  bridge-iron  for  bridge-building  purposes?— A.  No, 
air. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  is  worth  more  or  less  than  the  iron  which  yoo 
use,  say,  for  instance,  for  the  beams  which  you  now  put  in  iron-clad  vessels?— A.  No, 
air. 

Q.  Is  not  bridge-iron  similar  work  to  what  you  put  in  your  beams  ? — A.  I  believe  it 
is,  although  I  could  not  say  positively.    It  looks  like  it,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  it. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  is  worth  more  than  the  plating  for  the  outside  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it 
is  worth  more  than  the  bolt-plating. 

Q.  Some  cent  and  a  half  a  pound  ? — A.  We  generally  pay  about  a  cent  and  half  a 
pound  more  for  beams  than  we  do  for  bolt-plating,  but  not  armor-plating. 

Q.  You  say  yon  have  not  had  a  sufficient  amount  of  work  from  the  ^verument  to 
warrant  you  in  paying  Mr.  Cattell  a  very  large  sum.  From  that  I  would  understand 
that  he  was  to  receive  a  certain  amount  on  the  work  you  did.  Was  not  that  sof-A 
No. 

Q.  Have  you  not  understood  it  so  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  that  if  you  bad  done  more  work  you  would  have  paid  him  a 
larger  amount  of  money  ? — A.  Those  matters  of  payment  to  Mr.  Catteli  were  deter- 
mined by  my  brother  at  the  time.    It  might  have  been  various  at  different  times. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  work  you  did  was  not  so  lar^e  as  to  warrant  yo'u  in  giving  t 
large  amount  of  money.  The  iropHcation  is*  that  if  it  had  been  larger  you  would  have 
given  him  more  money  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  implication  would  have  been. 

Q.  Would  you  not  probably  have  done  so? — A.  We  might  have  done  so  if  he  had 
exerted  himself,  and  it  had  required  more  exertion  to  get  our  payments  through. 

Q.  If  he  had  got  you  more  money  would  you  probably  have  given  him  more  money  > 
— A.  I  do  not  say  yes  or  no  to  that.    I  do  not  know  how  that  would  have  been. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  paid  him  money  several  times  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  should  be  able  to  recollect  how  much  you  paid  him  at  one 
of  these  times. — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not,  because  it  has  been  upward  of  a  year  since, 
and  I  could  not  recollect.  • 

Q.  Is  your  firm  so  much  in  the  habit  of  paying  of  money  of  that  kind  that  a  cir- 
cumstance like  this  will  slip  your  memory  repeatedly  ? — A.  That  does  not  impress 
itself  on  my  mind. 

Q.  Not  if  it  happens  over  and  over  again,  as  you  state  this  has  T — A.  No,  sir.  We 
are  in  the  habit  of  making  presents  to  any  of  our  friends  outside  the  Government  for 
any  service  they  render  in  our  behalf,  and  the  Government  work  has  been  but  a  snjali 
portion  of  our  work. 

Q.  Then  1  undetstivvi^V  yow  Vo  ^^w^  W\ii.l  -^OkW  eannot  recollect  how  much  you  paid  him 
in  any  one  payment '» — \.  '^o,  «\t  \  \  ^^vsaxwoX,. 
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Q.  Cao  you  not  approximate  the  amoant  of  monej*  that  you  paid  him  ? — A.  I  coald 
not,  consideriug  the  transactions  we  have  had. 

Q.  Can  you  not  approximate  whether  it  was  $1,000  or  §10^000  or  §40,000  ?— A.  I  can- 
not state  what  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  may  be  more  or  may  be  less  than  either  of  these  sums  ? — A.  I 
could  not  tell ;  I  do  not  know  what  amount  it  has  been,  because  I  never  kept  any  ac- 
curate account. 

Q.  You  have  kept  some  account  ? — A.  I  never  kept  any  separate  account. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  account  that  you  can  hunt  up  on  your  books  f — A.  No,  sir ;  be- 
cause it  is  in  with  all  the  other  expenses  that  the  firm  have  been  subjected  to  outside 
of  Government  matters. 

Q.  Were  those  expenses  of  which  you  have  spoken  outside  of  Government  matters 
very  lar^e  from  1872  to  1875  ? — A.  We  have  done  a  very  large  amount  of  work  and 
have  had  very  large  contracts  outside  of  the  Government. 

Q.  Yes,  I  understand  that ;  but  you  did  not  put  this  money  into  contracts  ? — A.  I 
say  these  go  into  the  same  charges  as  the  various  presents  that  we  make  to  parties  who 
render  us  any  service  outside.  It  is  outside  of  Government  matters  entirely.  The 
Government  work  has  been  a  small  portion  of  our  work  for  the  last  five  years. 

Q.  You  8£vy  that  you  paid  Mr.  CattcU  this  money  to  have  your  bills  passed  ? — A.  To 
get  our  payments  through.  There  was  great  delay,  and  sometimes  it  was  very  incon- 
venient to  us  carrying  on  a  large  amount  of  work. 

Q.  After  you  got  your  bills  approved,  could  you  not  raise  money  on  them  ? — A. 
There  was  great  difficulty  in  getting  them  approved  sometimes.  You  could  raise  money 
on  them,  but  sogaetimes  you  would  exhaust  your  bank  facilities.*  We  are  doing  & 
large  amount  of  other  business,  probably  ten  times  the  amount  we  are  doing  for  the 
Government,  and  it  took  almost  all  the  bank  facilities  to  carry  us  through  our  outside 
operations,  under  contracts  of  two  or  throe  millions  of  dollars  with  other  parties. 

By  Mr.  Jonks  : 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  this  monitor  upon  which  you  made  the  exchange  of  old 
iron  ? — A.  The  Terror. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you,  before  you  made  your  bid,  that  you  ascertained  what  yoa 
could  buy  the  frame  and  the  plating  for  from  the  manufacturers  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  contract  right  away  after  you  got  the  contract  to  rebuild  the 
Terror,  for  your  iron  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  then  make  a  contract  with  a  concern  to  sell  your  old  iron  which  yon 
received  from  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  we  made  no  contract  with  any  concern. 
We  sold  it  as  the  market  ran. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  it  to  the  parties  of  whom  you  bought  the  new  iron  ? — A.  Some,  we 
did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  sell  to  them  the  most  of  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  we  did. 

Q.  But  you  only  made  a  contract  for  the  new  iron  ? — A.  We  only  made  a  contract  for 
the  new  at  the  time,  but  some  of  the  old  iron  was  sold  to  the  parties  who  famished  us 
the  new  iron. 

Q.  Was  any  of  it  made  in  exchange,  so  many  pounds  of  old  iron  being  given  for  so 
many  pounds  of  new? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  or  not.  It  may  have 
been. 

Q.  Would  your  books  show  that  fact? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  reason  why  you  could  not  tell  what  the 
amount  was  that  yon  paid  Mr.  Cattell  was  that  you  should  have  paid  him  more  if  you 
had  received  more  work  from  the  Government? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  What  was  it  that  you  stated? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  sell  or  exchange  the  iron  that  you  obtained  from  the  Navy 
Department  ? — ^A.  Morris,  Wheeler  &  Co.  We  sold  some  to  the  Paxton  Rolling  Mills. 
We  sold  a  large  amount  to  Hughes  &  Patterson. 

Q.  Upon  what  terms  did  you  make  the  exchange  of  that  which  you  did  exchange  ? — 
A.  I  think  there  were  dififerent  terms  made  with  different  parties.  Some  we  sold  at 
the  market  price  of  scrap-iron  at  the  time,  and  I  think  some  of  the  plating-mills  fnr- 
nished  us  so  many  pounds  or  so  many  tons  of  new  iron  for  so  many  tons  of  old. 

Q.  What  was  that  arrangement  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  two  for  one,  we 
paying  the  freight,  hauling,  and  cartage,  and  also  paying  the  expense  of  shipments  of 
old  iron. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  that  any  other  party  was  interested 
with  Mr.  Cattell  in  the  sums  of  money  which  you  paid  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  state  to  you  at  any  time  to  what  use  or  purpose  he  intended  to  appropri- 
ate the  sums  of  money  paid  by  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whether  for  electioneering  or  other  purposes? — A.  I  did  understand  one  applica- 
tion was  for  electioneering  or  campaign  purposes. 

Q.  What  election  was  that  f — A.  I  really  do  not  know  no^. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  a  fuud  to  be  used  in  the  canvass  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 
Q.  I  understand  you  that  you  are  the  clerk  and  treasurer  of  this  establishment  !- 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You,  of  course,  know  whether  or  not  you  paid  Mr.  Cattell  money  or  in  a  check 
at  any  of  these  various  payments  ? — A.  I  might  have  paid  him  in  a  check  aod  migLt 
have  paid  him  in  money. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  on  the  subject  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  might  have  been  paid 
both  ways. 


Philadelphia,  Jj*n7  18,1876. 
William  M.  Cuamp  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  is  your  place  of  business  ? — Answer.  In  Philadelphia.   • 

Q.  What  is  your  firm! — A.  William  Cramp  «fe  Sons,  ship  and  engine-building  com- 
pany. 

Q.  Of  how  many  members  does  your  firm  consist  ? — A.  Six. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ? — A.  My  father,  William  Cramp,  my  brothers,  George  H.,  Samnel 
H.,  Jacob  C,  and  Theodore  Cramp,  and  myself.    A  father  and  five  sons. 

Q.  Have  you  dealt  with  the  Government  at  any  time  during  the  last  five  years, 
directly  or  indirectly  ? — A.  We  have  built  vessels  and  repaired  vessels  for  the  Gor- 
ernment. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  dealings  with  the  Government ;  have  you  bought  mi- 
terials,  iron,  for  instance  f — A.  We  did  in  a  small  matter.  We  broke  np  two  monitors, 
and  the  machinery,  part  of  them,  wo  purchased  at  fixed  prices.  It  was  a  small  amoant; 
I  cannot  say  how  much. 

Q.  Did  you  have  the  material  that  came  from  these  monitors  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  their  names  ? — A.  The  Algonia  and  Otsego. 

Q.  Where  were  they  broken  up  ? — A.  At  our  establishment.  It  is  in  the  upper  portion 
of  the  city. 

Q.  You  broke  them  up  under  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  Jthat  contract  ? — A.  We  got  ^  a  ton. 

Q.  Delivering  the  material  all  to  the  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir:  the  GovemracDt 
weighed  the  material  that' was  taken  from  the  wharf,  having  a  weigher  there.  Tbej 
weighed  everything ;  that  is,  wo  handled  or  weighed  and  the  man  took  account.  Everr 
day  as  each  piece  was  passed  on  shore  it  was  weighed  by  the  Government. 

Q.  That  is,  you  got  $6  a  ton  for  all  metal  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  got  §6  a  ton  for  breaking 
it  up. 

Q.  But  you  weighed  all  metals  of  all  kinds! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  it  mado  no  difi'erence  whether  it  was  composition,  copper, or  iron;  yoo 
got  that  price  for  breaking  it  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  wood  f — A.  It  was  used  up— burnt. 

Q,  There  was  no  substantial  value  to  that  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  making  that  contract  and  breaking  up  the  vessel,  did  you  purchase  the 
material? — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  money  was  paid  yon  by  the  Government  for  theee  two 
contracts? — A.  We  were  paid  $6  a  ton,'but  the  aggregate  amount  I  cannot  give  yoo. 
My  brother  has  the  memorandum  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  that  material  ?— A.  He  purchased  it  and  sold  it. 
It  was  a  transfer,  perhaps. 

Q.  State  the  contract  under  which  you  took  it. — A.  We  broke  that  up  for  $6  a  ton 
for  the  breaking,  and  we  ha<l  a  contract  with  the  Government  to  rebuild  the  monitor 
Terror,  and  were  to  furnish  new  iron,  and  this  old  iron  was  sent  in  in  part  payment. 

Q.  At  what  rates  ?— A.  At  three  pounds  of  old  for  one  of  new.  They  furnished  three 
pounds  of  old  iron  for  every  pound  of  new  iron  we  furnished  on  the  monitor. 

Q.  So  that  the  precise  value  was  not  fixed,  but  it  was  three  for  one? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  furnished  that  in  form  to  go  into  some  vessel? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  at  the  same  time  building  a  vessel  for  the  Government,  were  yon  not  .— 
A.  We  had  a  contract  at  the  time.  We  had  just  received  a  contract.  The  contract 
stated,  "We  will  give  you  for  rebuilding  the  monitor  Terror  a  certain  price,  yon  fur- 
nishing all  the  material;  and  the  pay  of  the  material  will  be  three  pounds  of  old  iron 
for  one  of  new."    That  w  as  about  the  statement. 

Q.  So  that  the  two  contracts — tho  contract  to  take  the  old  iron  and  the  coafcract  to 
build  the  Tetrot  itvaid^  Sk  "^9tx\»  oC  o\i<i  ^ioviUact.  You  were  to  build  the  Terror  and  far- 
nisb  all  the  iron  1 — k.  X^^,  «vt. 
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Q.  And  you  were  to  be  paid  for  the  iron  which  you  were  to  furni&h  for  the  Terror  in 
old  iron  ?— A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  funiish  all  the  iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Government  famish  you  old  iron  enough  to  pay  for  it  ? — A.  We  haven't 
got  it  yet ;  my  brother  has  the  memorandum  of  all  the  iron  we  received  and  what 
iron  was  used  in  the  construction. 

Q.  How  is  it  that  one  pound  of  new  iron  is  considered  equivalent  to  three  pounds  of 
old.  Isn't  there  a  pretty  large  margin  of  profit  in  such  an  agreement  as  that  ? — ^A. 
No,  sir;  I  don't  think  there  is. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reroU  your  old  iron? — A.  At  the  different  mills.  We  have  3  or  4 
mills  that  we  purchase  from. 

Q.  You  don't  roll  yourself  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  those  mills  in  which  you  deal,  can  yon  exchange  old  iron  for  new  at  those 
rates  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  guess  we  can. 

Q.  Do  you  f — A.  We  do  not. 

Q.  You  sold  your  old  iron  and  bought  new  iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  operation  furnish  you  a  profit!— A.  I  suppose  it  did— a  slight  profit; 
you  can  make  your  own  calculation  about  that  matter,  because  all  we  could  get  was 
scrap-prices  for  it,  and  we  sold  it  for  that. 

Q.  What  was  scrap-price  at  that  time  f — A.  I  think,  although  I  am  not  confident 
about  that  matter,  that  it  was  $28  or  $30  a  ton.  '  I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  What  could  you  get  tlie  new  iron  for  ? — A.  I  suppose,  taking  the  various  kinds  of 
iron,  it  would  average  4  cents  a  pound,  or  a  little  more  for  new  iron. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  it  that  you  sold  this  iron  ? — A.  I  suppose  some  of  it  has  been 
sold  18  months,  or  a  year,  anyhow. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  did  not  get  more  than  $26  or  $28  a  ton  a  year  ago  for  scrap- 
iron  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not ;  I  say  that  we  only  got  scrap-iron  prices  at  that  time. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  price  was  $26  or  $28  a  ton  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  only 
say  that  I  should  judge  so. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  How  high  has  scrap>irou,  such  as  you  get  from  the  Qovernment,  (which  is  I  sup- 
pose better  than  ordinary  scrap)  sold  for  within  the  last  five  years  ? — A.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  better ;  some  of  it  is  a  great  deal  worse.    I  can't  tell  how  high  it  has  been. 

Q.  But  do  you  think  you  could  buy  new  iron  to  meet  your  requirements  in  rebuild- 
ing the  Terror  for  about  4  or  5  cents  a  pound  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  would  average 
about  4  cents.    It  is  cheaper  now  than  it  has  been. 

Q.  That  would  leave  quite  a  margin  of  profit  to  you,  would  it  not  f  Wouldn't  it  be 
over  $60  a  ton  ? — A.  I  say  that  scrap-price  is  now  about  $28  or  $30  a  ton,  and  new  iron 
can  be  purchased  for  about  4  cents  a  pound.  Iron  is  lower  now  than  it  has  been  for  12 
years.    The  tons  I  speak  of  are  gross  tons  of  2,240  pounds. 

Q.  New  iron  at  4  cents  a  pound  would  be  $89.60  per  ton.  Where  is  the  Terror  which 
yon  are  rebuilding?— A.  She  is  at  our  yard.  The  old  one  was  broken  up.  She  was  a 
Tvooden  vessel.  We  are  now  building  an  iron  vessel  of  her.  We  have  the  hull  very 
nearly  completed.    She  is  a  double-turret  monitor. 

Q.  How  much  were  you  to  be  paid  for  rebuilding  her  ? — A.  We  were  to  build  her  for 
a  certain  fixed  sum  of  money,  and  we  were  to  be  paid  for  the  iron  independent  of  that. 
We  were  to  furnish  the  iron  under  a  certain  other  contract,  that  is  3  to  1. 

Q.  What  was  your  price  for  building  the  Terror  independent  of  the  iron  ? — A.  I  think 
we  had  two  contracts.  The  first  was  for  putting  in  frames,  beams,  keel,  &c,  I  think 
it  was  $140,000,  although  I  am  not  confident  about  the  price ;  it  was  close  to  that. 

Q.  Is  it  a  written  contract  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  was  that  made  f — A.  It  was  made  with  Mr.  Hansoom. 

Q.  And  you  were  to  furnish  the  iron  by  merely  transferring  old  into  new,  so  that 
in  putting  new  iron  in  the  vessel  yon  were  obliged  to  keep  an  account  of  all  that  went 
into  it  in  weight.  Have  yon  done  that  ? — A.  We  have.  My  brother  will  furnish  the 
exact  figures. 

Q.  What  other  contract  have  you  had  with  the  Government? — A.  We  had  a  oontraot 
to  rebuild  the  monitor  Nantucket. 

Q.  How  long  since  ? — A.  That  was  about  two  years  ago,  I  should  judge. 

Q.  What  was  she  f — A.  She  was  a  single-turret  monitor  of  the  second  class. 

Q.  Built  of  iron  instead  of  wood  ?— A.  Yes  ;  she  had  a  wooden  deck. 

Q.  What  were  the  torms  of  that  contract  ? — A.  We  had  full  printed  specifications. 
We  were  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  work.  The  price  was  fixed  by  the  Government.  I 
think  there  were  eight  or  ton  of  those  monitors  rebuilt,  and  they  were  distributed 
among  the  different  builders.    We  had  one. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  your  contract  was  ? — A.  I  think  our  contract  for  rebuild- 
ing that  vessel  and  fitting  her  complete  was  $160,000. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  all  the  iron  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  furnished  all  the  material  aud  did  all  the  work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  the  Government  furnish  you  any  old  iron  f—A.  No,  sir.     In  that  case  vre  fur- 
nished everything,  under  a  full  printed  contract. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  they  built  on  live-oak  or  iron  frames  ? — A.  The  hull  was  constmcted  of  iron» 
but  they  had  wooden  beams  and  woodeu  deckin*;,  but  the  w^ood  had  all  rotted  through- 
The  frame-work  was  all  of  iron.  ' 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  You  rebuilt  the  vessel,  then  ? — A.  She  was  rebuilt ;  yes,  sir. 
*   Q.  Was  she  originally  constructed  of  iron  ? — A.  Part  of  the  hull  was  of  iron,  bat 
the  top  part  was  of  wood,  which  had  rotted  down,  so  we  put  on  an  entirely  new  iron 
deck-frame.    We  retained  the  old  hull  so  far  as  we  could  use  it. 

Q.  Putting  in  iron  instead  of  wood,  above  ?— A.  Putting  in  iron  instead  of  wood- 
removing  all  the  wood  and  replacing  it  with  iron. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  old  hull  did  you  retain  ?— A.  The  lower  portion. 

Q.  W^hat  was  that  made  of  originally  ? — A.  Iron. 

Q.  I  thought  the  frames  and  keelsons  were  of  wood  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  of 
iron  ;  they  were  only  about  9  feet  deep.  They  were  a  short  distance  from  the  sor- 
face  of  the  water,  and  all  the  upper  part  was  wood,  which  was  gone,  and  the  lower  ptrt, 
that  would  just  float,  was  retained.  We  raised  up  on  it,  I  suppose,  about  18  inches,  and 
put  in  entire  new  iron  beams  and  double-plat€)d  the  deck,  taking  all  the  turrets  off  and 
all  the  inside  work. 

Q.  Yon  had  $180,000  you  think,  for  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  comes  near  the  price. 
It  might  be  more  or  less ;  I  haven't  a  memorandum  with  me. 

Q.  Did  your  work  complete  the  vessel  so  that  she  was  fit  for  service  ? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  she  was  tried  and  tested. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  That  was  for  the  labor  merely  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  that  was  to  furnish  everything 
complete.  W^e  did  the  machinery  part  on  her  by  contract — by  regular  bid.  The  Depart- 
ment sent  us  the  specifications,  and  we  bid. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  put  in  new  engines  f — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  rebuilt.  We  put  in  neir 
boilers. 

Q.  Did  yon  retain  the  engine  itself?— A.  Yes,  sir;  we  removed  quite  a  number  of 
the  parts. 

Q.  Did  you  really  rebuild  the  old  engines  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  contracts  have  you  had  with  the  Government  ?— A.  The  other  two 
contracts  we  had  with  the  Government  were  for  repairing  the  engines  of  the  moDitors 
Sangus  and  Manhattan.  They  asked  for  bidders  at  all  the  machine-shops  in  Pbiladel, 
phia,  and  we  were  the  lowest  bidders,  and  of  course  got  the  contract. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  amount  of  these  two  contracts  f— A.  It  appears  to  me  it  was 
$20,000  for  each  vessel.    It  was  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  rebuild  those  engines  ? — A.  We  did.    We  rebuilt  the  engines  and  boilers. 

Q.  W^hen  you  say  you  rebuilt  a  boiler,  what  do  you  mean  f — A.  We  repaired  it,  took 
out  the  parts  that  were  defective,  and  renewed  them  with  other  parts. 

Q.  You  put  in  new  sides,  or  patched  it  as  the  case  required  * — A.  If  there  wa«  de- 
fective plating,  we  took  it  off  and  put  new  ones  in,  and  if  that  conld  not  properly  be 
done,  we  put  a  patch  in.    In  some  places  it  could  not  be  removed  very  well. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  else  to  these  vessels? — A.  Yes;  we  rebuilt  their  halls, bnt 
that  was  not  under  contract. 

Q.  Were  they  of  iron  ?— A.  Yes ;  it  was  done  in  the  same  manner  that  the  Nantncket 
was  rebuilt. 

Q.  How  did  you  build  that?— A.  We  did  that  by  day^s  work  and  material.  They 
had  a  naval  constructor  there,  j*nd  we  furnished  men  at  the  regular  repair  prices,  as 
we  did  to  our  regular  customers. 

Q.  The  vessels  were  brought  to  your  yard,  and  you  put  that  amount  of  labor  and 
material  on  them  ? — A.  Yes ;  that  was  pretty  nearly  four  years  ago. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  whole  amount  of  labor  done  upon  these  vessels  ? — A.  I  can* 
not  tell.  I  think  it  was  $1W,000  or  8160,000  apiece.  One  was  $160,000. 1  think,  and 
one  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $200,000.  We  did  considerably  more  work  on  ooe  than 
on  the  other ;  one  was  in  better  condition  than  the  other. 

Q.  Did  you  do  them  as  cheaply  as  you  would  have  done  them  by  contract?— A.  We 
could  not  have  done  them  by  contract;  wo  did  not  know  what  was  to  be  done.  It  was 
merely  a  test  to  find  out  the  condition  of  the  monitors,  if  I  understood  it.    That  was 
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before  any  monitors  were  repaired.  They  removed  part  by  part,  and  made  an  exam- 
ination at  our  establishment  under  the  snperinteudence  of  the  constructor. 

Q.  Then  you  renewed  the  parts  that  were  wanted  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  .say  that  you  could  not  have  done  it  by  contract  ? — A.  We  could  have 
done  it  by  contract,  but  we  could  not  properly  have  made  an  estimate  on  it,  not  know- 
ing exactly  what  was  to  be  done. 

Q.  Then  this  was  an  experimental  thing  with  you  and  with  the  Government? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  that  you  were  in  condition  to  ma^e  an  estimate  ? — A.  After  that  we  did 
make  an  estimate. 

Q.  Have  you  named  all  the  contracts  you  have  had  with  the  Government  within 
five  or  six  years? — A.  Yes.  Previously  daring  the  war  we  had  contracts.  We  built 
the  New  Ironsides;  also  quite  a  number  of  other  vessels,  for  the  Government. 

Q.  Have  you  named  substantially  all  since  1871  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  How  did  you  obtain  your  contracts ;  was  it  directly  from  the  Department  or 
through  the  instrumentality  and  aid  of  other  people  f — A.  I  think  it  was  mainly 
through  our  own  application. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  dealings  with  Mr.  Cattell  ? — A.  Nothing  Important. 

Q.  Have  you  not  contributed  a  little  to  his  prosperity  in  the  way  of  commissions  ? — 
A.  We  never  paid  him  any  commission  ;  we  paid  him  a  few  times  a  small  sum  of  money 
for  attending  to  our  business,  but  we  never  paid  him  any  commission. 

Q.  What  business  has  he  ever  attended  to  for  you  ? — A.  At  the  second  monitor  busi- 
ness he  often  got  our  bills  passed  through,  or  at  least  he  went  for  that  purpose.  There 
was  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  money,  and  we  have  paid  him  small  sums  of  money. 

Q.  Have  you  the  means  of  telling  by  your  book  how  much  yon  paid  him  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  that.    My  brother,  the  cashier,  could  tell  all  about  that,  probably. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  how  much  have  you  paid  Mr.  Cattell  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
anything  at  all  about  it. 

Q.  How  did  he  happen  to  become  useful  to  you  in  any  way  f—A.  We  had  an  idea 
that  he  could  get  bills  passed  through  quicker  than  anybody  else.  Everybody  had  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  money  at  that  time  from  the  Government ;  and  while  this  busi- 
ness was  only  a  small  portion  of  our  business,  still,  we  had  a  considerable  amount  of 
trouble  to  get  what  money  was  due  ns,  and  we  did  pay  him  small  sums  of  money  for 
looking  after  them  while  he  was  at  Washington. 

Q.  Waa  it  paid  him  to  take  your  certified  bills  and  get  the  money  on  them  T — A.  No, 
sir.  There  were  payments  due,  and  we  could  not  often  get  certified  bills.  It  was  to 
get  the  certified  bills  as  much  as  anything  else. 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  the  certified  bills  on  a  contract  like  that  ?— A.  From  Mr.  Han- 
scorn. 

Q.  Were  not  your  relations  with  Mr.  Hanscom,  the  man  with  whom  you  made  your 
contract,  such  that  you  could  obtain  certified  bills  from  him  as  promptly  as  anybody 
else  T — ^A.  I  have  made  application  after  application,  but,  from  want  of  funds,  and  I  do 
not  know  what  else,  we  could  not  get  it  when  we  applied. 

Q.  But  by  an  application  to  Mr.  Cattell,  who  haa  no  interest  in  your  business,  you 
were  enabled  to  get  your  bills  paid  ? — A.  Sometimes  we  did  and  sometimes  we  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  complain  of  this  7 — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  make  any  particular  complaint. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  matter  of  complaint  in  your  firm  ? — A.  Certainly  it  was,  but  we 
could  not  make  any  personal  complaint  to  the  Department ;  we  might  talk  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  make  any  inquiry  as  to  why  it  was  that  this  man  could  get  your 
bills  passed  when  you  could  not  T — A.  No ;  we  did  not  make  any  inquiry  about  the 
matter  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  yon,  or  any  member  of  your  firm,  ever  complain  that  that  was  done  on  pur- 
pose to  give  this  man  an  opportunity  to  beat  you  f — A.  No,  sir;  we  did  not,  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Was  that  your  impression  ?— A.  I  do  not  think  we  ever  complained  about  that  at 
all. 

Q.  Was  it  your  idea  that  your  bills  were  held  back  from  you  so  that  you  might  be 
compelled  to  pay  Cattell  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was ;  I  think  everybody  else 
was  kept  back  as  much  as  we  were,  and  it  was  merely  to  try  and  get  the  money  in 
advance  of  other  people  that  we  did  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  the  relation  of  Mr.  Cattell  to  be  that  enabled  him  to 
do  those  things  which  you  could  not?— A.  I  judged  that  he  had  influence  with  the 
Department,  and,  he  being  down  there  often,  that  he  could  forward  us  in  that  part 
of  our  business. 

Q.  It  was  understood  that  he  was  rather  standing  in  the  relation  of  a  broker  between 
contractors  and  the  Department,  was  it  not  ?•— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  he  did 
business  for  anybody  else  in  that  way.  Mr.  Cattell  was  an  acquaintance  of  ours  of 
long  standing. 

Q.  You  have  not  any  idea  how  much  you  paid  him  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  give  it. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  all  this  business  which  you  have  dow^  -wxlVv  Vc^^  ^Qs«t.w\s^RX!X 
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since  1871,  have  you  paid  any  commissious  or  gratuities,  or  made  presents  to  any  officer 
of  the  Navy  Department  f— A.  Never. 

Q.  You  have  never  given  a  cent  ?— -A.  Never. 

Q.  Have  you  contributed  in  any  way  to  election  faud.s  ?— A.  Speaking  upon  that 
subject,  I  asked  Mr.  Cattell  about  the  time  we  paid  him  the  first  small  sum  of  money, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  it.  "  Why,"  he  says,  **  I  am  going  to  use  this  for  election  par- 
poses."  That  is  all  the  contribution  that  we  ever  made.  That  was  the  first  time. 
We  never  did  such  a  thing  as  that  before,  because  we  had  generally  done  our  own 
business,  but  this  matter  was  an  unusual  thing.  We  never  had  bad  any  trouble 
before. 

Q.  Your  house  has  been  a  long  time  in  business,  and  doing  a  very  heavy  business  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  house  has  been  forty-six  years  in  business. 

Q.  And  you  are  well  enough  known  to  be  able  to  conduct  yonr  business  with  any 
Department  of  the  Government,  not  as  strangers,  but  as  well-recognized  business 
men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  are. 

Q.  And  yet  this  man  came  in  between  you  and  helped  you  to  get  your  money  f— A. 
He  did  help  us  to  get  our  money,  and  I  think  he  was  of  great  assistance  to  us  in  get^ 
ting  it,  because  everybody  had  a  diflBculty,  and  everybody  was  complaining ;  and  I 
think  probably  that  he  has  assisted  us  in  that  matter  of  getting  our  money  in  advance 
of  the  time  we  would  otherwise  have  had  it. 

Q.  When  I  speak  of  Mr.  Cattell,  I  speak  of  E.  G.  Cattell.— A.  That  is  the  gentleman 
I  mean. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  Mr.  A.  G.  Cattell  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  in  any  way  assisted  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  personally  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  come  in  direct  contact  with  him  in  any  of  your  contractn  ?— A.  All 
our  applications  are  made  personally  to  him  in  relation  to  our  contracts. 

Q.  Have  you  had  personal  conferences  with  him  about  your  contracts  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Robeson  ?— A.  Since  1871  or  1872. 

Q.  Had  you  previous  personal  acquaintance  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  nim  while  he  was  a  resident  of  New  Jersey  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  until  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Navy  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  contracts  with  Secretary  Welles  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  come  in  contact  with  him  personally  t — A.  No,  sir ;  perhaps  once  or 
twice.    Mr.  Lenthall  was  the  gentleman  with  whom  we  did  all  the  business  then. 

Q.  He  occupied  the  position  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Hanscom? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr. 
Secretary  Welles  never  attended  to  the  details  like  tlie  present  Secretary  does. 

Q.  You  say  while  you  applied  personally  to  Secretary  Robeson  in  all  your  matters 
directly,  your  contracts  were  made  with  the  Construction  Department  or  with  Isaiah 
Hanscom  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Who  passed  upon  the  question  of  the  consideration  to  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment ? — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you.  We  were oflered  these  prices;  wbo fixed 
them  we  do  not  know. 

Q.  Were  other  people  offered  the  same  prices  ?— A.  Yes.  In  the  matter  of  the  "  Nan- 
tucket" class,  all  the  builders  got  one  price.  The  price  was  fixed  by  the  Government 
I  think  there  were  eight  builders  repairing  monitors,  and  all  at  one  price. 

Q.  You  took  it  at  the  Government  offer? — A.  Yes  ;  and  the  Terror  in  the  same  way. 

Q.  What  other  vessels  besides  the  Terror  are  being  rebuilt  at  those  prices  ?— A.  Har- 
lan (&  Hollingsworth  are  rebuilding  the  Amphitrite ;  Mr.  Roach  is  rebuilding  two— the 
Puritan  and  Miantonomoh. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  is  rebuilding  those,  as  you  understand  it,  on  the 
same  terms  on  which  you  rebuilt  the  Terror? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  receives  the  old  iron  from  the  Government  at  one  for  three  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
•        Q.  And  he  probably  sells  all  the  old  iron  as  you  do  and  boys  new  t — ^A.  No,  I  <lo  °^ 
think  he  does.    I  think  that  he  has  the  largest  part  of  the  iron  that  he  receives  stored 
at  his  place. 

Q.  Does  he  roll  iron  himself  f— A.  He  has  arranged  now  to  roll  iron  himself. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  never  contributed  in  any  way  for  commissions  or  other- 
wise to  Mr.  Cattell,  except  as  you  have  stated? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  any  Government  officer  or  anybody  connected  with  the  Navy,  so  far  as  yofl 
know,  received  any  consideration  for  any  contracts  made  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  deduction  in  any  way  from  the  amount  you  stipulated  to  re- 
ceive ? — A.  No,  sir.    Speaking  of  deductions  upon  our  bills,  our  business  has  been  re- 
duced.   The  first  two  monitors  that  we  rebuilt  we  charged  exactly  the  same  prices 
that  we  did  our  regular  customers,  and  they  reduced  our  bills. 
'fil  Q.  To  what  extent?— A.  I  think  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars.    They  cut  oflf  por- 

ifl  tions  of  it  that  they  thought  were  not  proper.    That  is  the  only  reduction  we  have  ever 

had  in  our  bills. 

Q.  Have  you  now  stated  all  the  contracts  and  dealings  which  you  have  had  with  the 
Government  aince  \^\,  «a  li^^^x  ^%  -^ciw  oa^w  TecoUect  ?— A.  There  might  have  been 
another.    W e  pv\Tc\iiia^^  tvf  o  \»Q\\«t^  it^Sta.  Ni>aft  ^^«^1a.\\xsw<s^^., 
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Q.  State  fully  in  relation  to  that  afiair. — A.  We  made  a  bid  for  tbcra  and  that  bid 
was  accepted. 

Q.  Wbat  were  tbcy  f — A.  Tbey  were  two  boilers  at  the  navy-yard.  That  was  about 
a  year  ago. 

*Q.  What  were  they  built  for,  if  you  remember? — A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  Whether  for  the  Tecumseh  or  Nebraska  f — A.  I  cauuot  tell  that. 

Q.  Were  they  uew  ones  ? — A.  Yes.    They  had  been  built  several  years. 

Q.  Did  you  put  thera  tnto  any  vessel  of  the  Government  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  thera  into  any  vessel  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  into  the  steamer  Crescent  City, 
built  for  private  individuals. 

Q.  What  did  you  give  for  those  boilers  ? — A.  We  sold  them  at  the  price  we  pur- 
chased them  for. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  make  that  contract  with  ?— A.  We  wrote  first  to  Mr.  Wood,  and 
he  said  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  I  made  a  personal  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  received  that  bid.  He  said  yes,  but 
that  he  want-ed  time  to  consider  the  matter.  I  received  no  reply,  and  wrote  the  sec- 
ond time.    It  was  then  accepted. 

Q.  By  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  Through  his  direction  to  Mr.  Wood.  .^ 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  you  paid  a  fair  price  for  these  boilers  f — A.  Yes,  I 
think  wo  did. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  per  pound  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  is  a  fair  price  for  a  boiler  f  How  much  can  you  build  a  good  boiler  f<n*  a 
steamer  for,  such  as  you  put  into  merchant-vessels? — A.  From  8^  to  14  cents  a  pound. 
It  depends  on  the  construction. 

Q.  Were  those  difficult  of  construction,  or  were  they  simple  ? — A.  There  was  nothing 
very  difficult  about  them.  1  should  judge  they  would  be  worth  about  12  cents  a  pound 
to  build  in  that  way.  • 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  you  charged  for  them  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Y"ou  did  not  ask  any  profit,  as  I  understand  you,  in  the  sale  of  these  boilers  ? — 
A.  No,  «ir ;  they  were  not  suitable  boilers  for  the  vessel.  She  had  damaged  one  of  her 
boilers,  and  they  wanted  two  boilers  right  away.  We  had  to  remove  the  whole  front 
and  rebuild  them,  and  put  drums  on.  It  was  the  best  we  could  do  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Q.  You  charged  the  owners  of  the  vessel  for  changing  and  altering  those  boilers?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  we  charged  them  the  original  price  and  days'  work  for  the  repairs. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  transactions  with  the  Department  for  property  in  the 
navy-yard  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  bought  of  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  its  auctions  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  of  the  work  of  removing  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Y'ou  had  nothing  to  do  with  buying  any  metal  or  material  that  came  from  there  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  in  the  business  of  dealing  with  old  material  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buuleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  did  not  have  conversation  with  Mr.  Cattell  before 
you  had  the  contracts  and  in  regard  to  them  f — A.  I  did  not  say  that  to  the  committee, 
but  I  will  say  so  now,  that  we  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Cattell. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  him  to  aid  you  in  j^etting  these  contracts? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did 
not.    Mr.  Cattell  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  it  than  either  one  of  yon  gentlemen. 

Q.  You  say  the  first  money  you  paid  Mr.  Cattell  he  told  you  that  he  should  use  it 
for  x)olitical  purposes?— A.  I  asked  nim  that  question. 

i^.  And  he  said  that  he  should  use  it  for  that  ?--A.  Y'es,  sir ;  I  asked  him  what  he 
intended  to  do  with  that  money,  and  he  said  he  should  use  it  for  political  purposes. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  other  moneys  which  you  paid  him  ? — A.  I  never  said  anything 
about  them  to  him,  and  he  said  nothing  to  me. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  he  did  with  that  money  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  there  were  eight  bidders  at  one  price ;  do  you  mean  to  say  that  there 
were  eight  bidders,  or  that  the  Department  issued  eight  proposals  or  eight  open  con- 
tracts ? — A.  I  think  there  were  eight  bidders  on  eight  monitors  being  rebuilt  by  several 
parties ;  I  think  there  were  eight  parties. 

Q.  In  the  first  place  there  were  eight  monit4»rs  to  be  rebuilt  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  proposal  they  took  to  eight  individuals,  all  at  the  same  time,  and  at  the 
same  price ;  is  that  what  you  mean  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  one  was  sent  to  us,  one  to  Harlan 
and  Rollings  worth,  two,  or  three,  or  four  to  New  York,  and  two  or  three  to  Mr.  Roach. 
They  were  all  under  one  printed  specification  and  one  price,  that  was  offered  to  us. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  parties  receiving  those  specifications  or  contract!  whore- 
fused  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Q.  Were  they  pretty  good  contracts  ? — A.  Fair  con  tracts. 

Q.  Then  the  parties  were  picked  out  by  the  Navy  Department  who  should  taG^lv^ 
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those  vessels  ? — A.  I  do  not  believe  there  were  any  other  parties  left  who  could  do  it 
I  think  every  person  who  could  do  it  was  supplied  at  that  time,  because  they  seemed 
to  be  in  a  tremendous  hurry. 

Q.  You  were  receiving  a  good  deal  of  old  iron,  and  have  bought  a  good  deal  from  the 
Government  ? — A.  We  have  purchased,  as  I  have  stated,  from  the  Government. 

Q.  Do  you  use  all  the  iron  you  buy  yourself,  and  reroll  it  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  any  of  it  ?— A.  We  sell  the  whole  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  contract  any  of  it  out  to  be  reroUed  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  we  sold  all  the  iron 
we  received  at  scrap  prices,  at  the  market  rates  at  that  time. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  boilers,  you  say  that  they  had  been  built  several  years.  Had 
they  ever  been  used  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  knew  they  were  to  be  moved  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  Mr.  Cattell,  and  did  he  give  you  any  aid  in  purcha^iug  these 
boilers  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  consulted  him  at  all  about  anything  of  that  kind.  When 
I  say  that  there  was  no  influence  used  particularly  about  it,  I  may  say  that  I  think 
Mr.  Andrew  Wheeler  did  really  benefit  us  iu  relation  to  this  monitor  Terror,  by  making 
personal  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  application  was  made  after 
the  failure  of  Jay  Cooke.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  up  at  our  establishment,  and  all  thelai^ 
business  concerns  were  stopping  work.  We  had  about  1,000  hands  employed  at  that 
time,  and  were  pretty  well  tilled,  and  they  all  flocked  up  to  our  establishment.  He  was 
up  there  one  day,  aud  I  think  there  were  nearly  a  thousand  persons  outside  wanting 
employment.  He  thought  the  Government  ouifht  to  step  iu  at  that  time  and  do  some 
work.  He  went  down  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  although  I  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  represented  the  condition  of  the  mechanics  at  that  time,  and 
he  thought  if  there  were  any  vessels  to  be  repaired,  then  would  be  the  time  to  do  it.  I 
really  think  that  had  some  influence  in  determining  whether  we  should  have  one  of 
these  vessels  to  do. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  these  eight  contracts  to  be  given  out  covered  all  the  parties 
in  the  country  that  could  build  those  monitors  ?— A.  I  think  there  were  very  few  left 
who  "could  do  them  rapidly  at  that  time. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  or  not  they  could  not  have  built  them  and  had  not  facilities 
to  build  them  in  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  ? — A.  One  was  built  at  the  Charlestown 
navy-yard,  one  at  Philadelphia,  and  one  at  the  Norfolk  yard  I  think. 
.  Q.  Then  the  Government  could  have  bniit  these  monitors  at  their  own  yards  if  they 
had  seen  fit  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  by  the  time  they  required  them.  They  required  them  in 
a  great  hurry.  They  bound  us  to  have  it  dobe  at  a  certain  specified  time  undera 
penalty. 

Q.  What  time  was  yours  finished  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  exactly  without  reference  to  the 
books. 

Q.  Can  you  state  pretty  nearly  T  Has  there  been  any  threatened  war  since  or  abont 
the  time  that  you  got  yours  finished  ? — A.  No.  sir.  The  threatened  war  was  at  the 
time  they  were  distributed.  There  was  then  the  greatest  kind  of  excitement  ahoattbe 
prospective  difficulty  with  Spaiu,  and  they  were  distributed  at  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  At  the  time  the  Terror  was  built  was  there  any  particular  reason  why  she  should 
not  have  been  built  in  the  navy-yard,  to  your  knowledge  ? — A.  I  do  not  believe  they 
could  have  built  her  at  the  navy-yard,  because  they  had  not  the  material  or  tools  to  do 
it  with. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Do  yon  claim  that  they  have  not  got  tools  to  build  an  iron  ship  at  the  Charles- 
town  navy-yard  f — A.  I  do  not  say  that.  They  might  have  in  Brooklyn  orCharlestown. 
but  they  have  not  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  have  the  proper  tools  at  the  Kittery  navy-yard !— A. 
I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  Give  to  the  committee  the  names  of  the  parties  who  received  the  eight  monitors 
of  which  you  have  spoken  f — A.  I  think,  besides  ourselves  one,  Harlan  &  Hollingsworth 
received  one,  Mr.  Roach  three  or  four,  Mr.  Piutard,  of  New  York,  one,  and  Mr.  Rowland, 
ijij  of  New  York,  one. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  repaired  one  of  the  monitors  by  the  day  ?- 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  received  your  pay  for  repairing  her  in  old 
iron? — A.  No,  sir. 
T  J  Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  iron  you  furnished  the  Government  yon  fur- 

nished at  woss  tons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  likewise  to  say  that  you  received  gross  tons  from  the  Govern- 
ment ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  chatgo  \t  a^t  ^to«&  tou%  to  the  Government,  the  same  as  you  bonghl  itf— 
A.  Exactly. 
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Q.  At  so  much  to  the  ton  ? — A.  We  made  a  charge  of  so  many  pounds  of  iron,  say- 
ing nothing  aboTit  the  ton.  ''  So  many  pounds  of  iron  furnished  for  the  hull  of  such  a 
vessel." 

Q.  Did  they  make  an  estimate  to  you  in  the  mill  by  the  pound  or  so  many  gross 
tons  ? — A.  By  the  pound.    Everything  we  get  is  by  the  pound. 

Q.  When  you  sold  your  old  iron,  did  you  sell  it  by  gross  ton  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  yon  to  say  there  was  a  constructor  detailed  to  look  after  and  super- 
intend the  work  at  your  establishment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  that  constructor  make  out  your  estimate  and  approve  it  and  you  send  it 
forward  to  the  bureau  for  their  approval  ? — A.  He  did  not.  We  made  our  own  state- 
ment bi-monthly.  Of  course  he  had  a  time-keeper  to  look  over  it.  It  was  approved 
by  him. 

Q.  And  sent  on  to  the  Department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  appears  that  you  did  not  get  your  money  back  and  were  bothered  in  get- 
ting your  pay  ? — A.  I  have  stated  that  we  did  not  get  the  money  as  promptly  as  we 
wanted  it. 

Q.  You  stated  that,  by  Mr.  Cattell's  assistance,  you  got  the  money  ? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  usually  get  it  through  when  Mr.  Cattell  used  his  influence  ? — A.  fcjome- 
times  we  did  and  sometimes  we  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  get  it  throur^h  most  of  the  time  at  short  notice  after  he  went  there  ?— A. 
No.    Sometimes  it  was  delayed  considerably. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  have  understood  you  to  state  that  you  secured  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Cattell  for 
his  supposed  influence  at  thaX)epartment  1—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  W^hat  influence  did  you  believe  Mr.  Cattell  possessed  f — A.  I  do  not  know.  I 
could  not  say  that,  or  whom  he  had  influence  with. 

Q.  Was  that  from  his  knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  you  were  engaged  or  from 
Lis  acquaintanceship  and  confldential  relations  with  any  ofiicer  of  the  Government  ? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  could  not  say  how  he  got  the  bills  through,  except  that  we 
supposed  that  he  had  influence. 

Q.  He  was  not  a  gentleman  familiar  with  your  business  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  His  regular  business  is  that  of  a  grain-dealer,  is  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe 
it  is. 

Q.  How  happened  it  that  you  employed  a  grain-dealer  to  get  through  a  contract  for 
sbip-bnilding  ? — A.  We  judged,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  he  had  influence,  enough 
there  to  have  our  bills  forwarded  more  rapidly  than  we  could  ourselves.  That  is  the 
only  reason. 

Q.  As  a  business  man,  you  must  have  had  some  idea  of  the  nature  of  his  influence,  or 
else  you  would  not  have  paid  out  your  money,  I  take  it  f — A.  I  judged  that  he  had  in- 
fluence, and  we  found  sometimes  that  he  did  get  our  bills  through. 

Q.  Of  what  nature  was  that  influence  ? — A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  But  you  were  willing  to  risk  your  money  on  it? — A.  If  I  think  a  person  assists  us 
in  any  manner  or  shape  at  all,  and  I  know  it,  it  is  no  more  than  right  that  he  should 
be  paid  for  it. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Cattell,  in  any  way,  represent  to  you  that  he  had  or  possessed  any  influ- 
ence ? — A.  He  never  represented  that  he  had  any  influence,  that  I  know  of  or  remember. 

Q.  He  made  no  representations  about  his  relations  with  the  Department  ?— A.  I  do 
not  think  he  ever  did. 


Philadelphia,  Jpril  11, 1876. 
Charles  Purves  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ? — Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  f — A.  I  was  born  in  this  city. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  been  a  contractor  or  dealer  with  the  Navy  Department  Of 
the  United  States  in  any  way  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  a  bidder  at  any  of  its  sales  or  for  any  cou tracts  proposed  to 
be  let  by  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  had  no  contracts. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  propose,  or  were  you  about  proposing,  to  bid  for  the  removal 
of  any  of  the  property  from  the  navy-yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  employed  at  the  navy-yard  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  abuse  or  fraud  in  connection  with  the  service 
there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  You  have  none  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information,  the  sources  of  which  are  available  to  this  committee, 
upon  that  point  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers. 
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Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  relations  \vith  Mr.  McKay  or  any  of  his  contracts  ?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  store  for  him  any  goods  or  materials,  or  property  bought  by  him  ?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q,  Did  yon  ever  see  any  of  the  property  bought  by  him  ? — A.  I  saw  him  buy  iron  at 
the  last  sale  at  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  iron  T — A.  It  was  taken  away  from  there.  I  do  not  know 
where  it  went  to. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  ship-knees  1 — A.  I  did.    I  saw  them  before  the  sale. 

Q.  How  many  were  in  the  lot  ? — A.  I  could  not  say.  I  did  not  pay  any  particalar 
attention  to  them.  There  was  a  very  large  pile  of  them.  I  was  there  at  the  time  they 
were  sold. 

Q.  What  kind  of  knees  were  they  t — A.  Wooden  knees. 

Q.  Were  they  old  or  new  f — A.  They  looked  to  me  as  though  they  had  never  been 
used,  although  not  being  in  our  line,  and  not  having  any  use  fur  anything  of  that  kind, 
I  did  not  pay  any  particular  attention  to  them. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  buy  any  iron  from  Pennock  &,  Co.  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  iron  that  was  bought  by  PennOck  &.  Co.  from  the  navy-yard  tamed  over 
to  you  or  to  the  firm  of  which  you  are  a  member  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  never  bad  any  de<»l- 
ings  with  Pennock  &.  Co.  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Are  you  a  dealer  in  old  iron  ? — A.  Iron  and  metals. 

Q.  You  attended  the  sale  f — A.  I  have  attended  almost  all  the  sales  that  have  taken 
place  there  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

Q.  You  attended  the  sale  at  which  McKay  bought  a  large  quantity  of  scrap-iron  ?— 
A.  He  bought  some  iron  last  November,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  not  that  iron  directly  in  your  line  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  bid  on  that  iron  f — A.  I  bid  on  almost  everything  in  the  shape  of  metals 
that  were  sold  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  understanding  between  you  and  any  other  man  at  that  time  about 
bidding? — A.  No,  sir;  none  at  all.  The  stutf  brought  more  than  it  was  worth  tons, 
so  that  we  would  not  buy  it. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  there  was  any  mjin  representing  himself  and  other  par- 
ties bidding  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  understood  that  McKay  and  Seyfert  &  McMauus  were 
together  in  their  transactions. 

Q.  You  understood  that  McKay  was  bidding  for  them  ?— A.  That  they  were  working 
together  in  the  transaction. 

Q.  Would  the  fact  of  their  working  together  in  the  transaction  be  any  check  o^n 
your  bidding? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Did  it  have  any  effect  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  bnyinj?  all 
the  iron  and  metals  that  were  offered  if  they  went  for  a  price  at  which  we  coold  hare 
done  anything  with  them. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  say  to  anybody  that  you  were  satisfied  that  McKay  bad  the 
hang  or  the  control  of  things  at  the  navy-yard  there  ? — A.  I  may  have  said  so.  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  If  you  did  say  so,  what  was  the  reason,  or  did  you  have  any  f — A.  I  did  not  hare 
any  particular  reason.    I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did  say  so. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  dealings  with  Mr.  Cramp  ? — A.  We  have  bought  consider- 
able material  from  Cramp,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  material  coming  from  the  Got- 
ernment.    We  have  dealt  with  Cramp,  I  suppose,  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  Imught  any  iron  or  material  that  once  belonged  to  the  Government 
from  anybody  ? — A.  We  have  bought  material  a  great  many  times  that  has  been  sold 
at  Government  sales.    We  bought  it  from  the  parties  afterward. 

Q.  In  such  purchase  had  you  made  any  previous  agreement,  or  had  you  any  previous 
understanding  with  the  party  prior  to  the  sale  that  you  would  not  become  a  bidder 
thereat? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  never  had  any  understanding  of  the 
kind. 

.  Q.  Have  you  ever  bought  any  material  from  any  one  that  you  had  reason  toTwlieve 
was  improperly  taken  from  the  navy-yard  ? — A.  I  never  have. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  you  know  of  no  abuse  or  fraud  in  connection  with  the  naval 
management  of  the  yard  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  know  nothing  more  than  I 
have  seen  in  the  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Have  you  been  charged  by  the  newspapers  with  any  complicity  in  frauds  f— A. 
No,  sir ;  our  names  have  never  been  mentioned. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  deal  quite  largely  in  scrap-iron,  do  you  not  I — A.  Yes ;  we  do  a  pretty  exten- 
sive busiui'sa  \n  itoii  aw^Tci^\^^, 
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By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Old  or  new  iron,  or  both  ? — A.  Old  iron,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  exchaDgo  old  irou  for  new  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  manufacturer  ot  iron,  are  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  at  the  Government  sales  of  1875 f— A.  Yes,  sir;  we  bought  a  large 
lot  of  composition  in  May  ;  that  was  all  bought  of  the  Government  at  public  auction. 

Q.  What  did  you  give  for  it? — A.    Sixteen  and  three-eighths. 

Q.  Was  that  a  fair  price  for  it? — A.  Yes ;  that  was  all  that  it  was  worth. 

Q.  What  could  you  realize  as  profit  in  handling  it  ?— A.- 1  suppose  about  10  to  15  per 
cent.    We  have  still  some  of  that  metal  on  hand. 

Q.  Was  that  all  you  could  realize  by  good  management  of  that  property  during  the 
year  1875  ? — A.  Yes ;  that  is  about  all.    It  might  vary  1  or  2  per  cent. 

Q.  You  could  not  make  more  than  10  to  15  per  cent,  you  say  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  copper  worth  during  that  time? — A.  I  suppose  the  ingot  copper  is 
worth  about  23  cents. 

Q.  What  would  new  brass  be  worth  ? — A.  New  brass  is  different  from  old  brass. 

Q.  What  would  new  brass  in  sheets  be  worth  a  pound  ? — A.  That  was  a  ditferent 
quality  from  the  gun-metal. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  price  of  brass  castings  ? — A.  Brass  castings  at  that  time,  of  that 
kind  of  metal,  would  have  been  worth  about  35  cents  a  pound. 

Q.  New  brass  castings? — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  that  kind  of  metal.  There  were  other  cast- 
ings at  the  same  time  that  would  not  be  worth  more  than  17  to  18  cents. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Of  the  same  kind  of  metal? — A.  No,  sir;  of  a  commoner  grade  of  metal.  This 
metal  that  we  bought  was  what  the  Government  calls  bronze  metal.  W^e  call  it  red 
metal. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  It  contained  a  pretty  large  proportion  of  copper,  did  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  loss  there  is  in  resmelting  such  metal  as  you  buy  of  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  I  suppose  it  would  average  6  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  cost  of  resmelting  is  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  ? — A.  I  suppose  to  smelt  it  alone  it  would  cost  about  a  cent  and  a  half 
a  pound  without  any  molding  or  casting;  that  is,  to  run  it  out  from  the  old  bronze 
metal  into  boxes,  it  would  cost  about  a  cent  and  a  half  a  pound,  together  with  thelos^. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  What  would  the  bronze  pig  be  worth  ?— A.  From  20  to  21  cents. 

Q.  How  much  does  it  cost  to  mold  cast  iron  ? — A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  yon. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  you  can  buy  iron  castings  for  four  cents  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  small  castings  also  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  any  more  labor  to  mold  for  brass  castings  than  for  iron  ?-'A.  Yes ;  brass  has 
to  be  melted  in  small  crucibles,  melting  from  70  to  300  pounds,  but  iron  is  generally 
melted  in  a  cupola,  where  you  can  melt  from  3  to  4  tons  at  a  time. 

By  Mr."  Harris  : 

Q.  I  suppose  it  is  also  true,  is  it  not,  that  in  brass-castings  you  have  to  reckon  the 
cost  of  your  pattern,  ordinarily  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  While  with  iron-castings  a  good  many  articles  of  the  same  kind  are  produced 
from  the  same  patterns  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  say  brass  castings  would  be  worth  about  35  cents  a  pound,  what  kind 
do  yon  mean  ?-^A.  I  mean  castings  made  from  new  metal ;  but  commoner  castings,  made 
from  commoner  metal,  would  not  be  worth  as  much.  The  bronze  metal  is  made  princi- 
pally from  copper  and  tin. 

Q.  Does  that  kind  of  metal  enter  much  into  the  common  brass  castings  ?— A.  No, 
sir ;  not  what  they  call  the  common  brass  castings,  but  castings  where  they  want  good, 
tough  metal. 

Q.  Castings  of  a  special  character  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Piin.ADELPniA,  April  18, 1876. 
Joseph  N.  Collingwood  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 
Question.  Has  most  of  this  material  in  the  Pennsylvania  warehouse  been  received 
nader  your  superintendence?— Answer.  .Either  myself  or  my  assistant.    I  have  the 
general  charge  of  both  warehouses. 


\ 
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Q.  Yon  showed  ns,  on  Saturday,  all  the  iron  which  you  now  have  in  your  custody  or 
storage,  which  you  have  knowledge  came  from  the  United  States  Government,  didjyoa 
not  t — A.  I  cannot  say  that  it  came  from  the  United  States  Government.  I  showed 
you  all  the  iron  that  we  had,  at  all  events. 

Q.  You  were  not  inclined,  for  reasons  which  were  very  proper,  to  say,  when  we  were 
visiting  your  warehouse,  who  were  the  reputed  owners  of  the  several  lots  of  iron  which 
you  showed  us.  State  whether  the  iron  tanks  which  we  saw  there  are  the  iron  tanks 
mentioned  on  that  account  referred  to  by  Mr.  Scott  as  belonging  to  Seyfert,  McM  anos 
&  Co. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  also  showed  us  a  lot  of  large  ship-iron,  in  a  shed,  on  a  wharf.  Was  that  th« 
iron  standing  on  this  account  as  the  iron  of  Seyfert,  McManns  &,  Co.,  weighijig 
302  tons  T — A.  Part  of  it  was.  The  rest  was  in  the  warehouse,  in  large  bars.  There  ]« 
another  lot  of  111  tons  there,  and  another  of  84  tons.  I  don^t  know  how  much  of  it 
may  be  on  the  wharf  or  how  much  in  the  warehouse. 

Q.  Are  they  mixed  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  they  are.  My  impression  is  that  the  302 
tons  are  in  one  compact  lot  on  the  wharf. 

Q.  Then  yon  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  111  tons  and  a  fraction  is  that  large  pile 
inside  of  the  warehouse,  made  up  of  large  iron  in  the  form  of  ribs,  &c.? — A.  My  im- 
pression is,  without  knowing  positively,  that  part  of  that  111  tons  is  on  the  wbuf. 
The  302  tons  is  a  complete  lot  on  the  wharf,  but  I  think  part  of  the  second  lot  is  od  the 
wharf  and  part  in  the  warehouse. 

Q.  Where  are  the  89  tons? — A.  Either  on  the  wharf  or  in  the  warehouse. 

Q.  There  are  302  tons,  you  think,  in  one  pile ;  there  are  111  tons  and  89  tons,  aud  a 
pile  of  10  tons,  still  in  your  custody,  either  on  the  wharf  or  in  the  warehoaDe  ?— A. 
V es,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  think  we  saw  it  all  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  all  substantially  the  same  kind  of  iron,  is  it  not  T — A.  Yes;  I  believe  so. 

Q.  And  the  only  object  in  keeping  it  separate  is  to  be  able  to  deliver  the  exact  qou- 
tities  received  on  a  certain  specified  day,  as  shown  by  certain  receipts  f — A.  Yes,  air; 
to  deliver  exact  quantities  and  exact  lots,  as  shown  by  the  specific  receipts. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not,  at  the  time  you  received  that  iron,  there  was  any  nnder- 
standiog,  agreement,  or  notice  to  you  that  it  had  been  received  without  weight  from 
the  Government,  with  the  understanding  that,  before  delivery,  it  should  be  weighed 
by  a  sworn  weigher  employed  by  you  f  — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  under- 
standing. 

Q.  So  that  yon  would  say  that,  however  much  these  several  lots  of  iron  may  weigh, 
if  you  were  to  deliver  upon  these  receipts  you  would  deliver  the  whole  pile  f— A  Yes, 
sir ;  if  called  for  in  one  lot. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  know  where  this  iron  came  from!— A.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  my  own  ;  I  beard  that  it  came  from  the  navy-yard. 

Q.  You  supposed  that  it  was  iron  which  came  from  the  Government  T — A.  I  heard  so. 

Q.  How  did  it  come  to  your  wharf? — A.  Part  by  trucks  and  part  by  lighten.  I 
could  not  say  by  which  mode  the  largest  part  of  it  came. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  Did  the  heavy,  large  iron  come  by  lighters  mainly  ?— A.  Those  large  bars  came  by 
trucks,  if  I  remember  correctly. 

Q.  I  saw  among  them  one  large  piece  of  iron  which  evidently  was  intended  for  the 
propeller-shaft  of  a  vessel ;  did  you  ever  observe  that  ? — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Have  you  or  your  men  a  record  of  the  number  of  teams  or  boats  that  delivered 
iron  and  composition  metal  that  came  from  the  navy-yard  at  your  warehoose  or 
wharves  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  how  many  boats  ? — A.  No,  sir;  we  could  tell,  possibly, from  oar 
wharfage-books  the  number  of  lighters  that  remained  there  any  time  for  which  wharf- 
age charge  was  made. 

Q.  Would  you  not  charge  for  every  one  that  came  in  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  unless  it  re- 
mained there  some  time.  If  it  only  staid  there  long  enough  to  unload  we  would  not 
make  a  charge. 

Q.  Have  you  furnished  the  committee  a  memorandum  of  all  that  you  thought  came 
from  the  navy-yard,  both  of  composition  and  iron,  and  the  weights  of  the  same,  except 
the  quantities  not  yet  delivered  to  other  parties  ?— A.  We  have  furnished,  I  believe,! 
transcript  of  everything  that  we  have  any  reason  to  believe  bears  on  this  investigation. 
Of  course  we  have  to  take  its  coming  from  the  navy-yard  as  hearsay. 

Q.  If  that  iron  had  been  weighed  on  teams  and  scows  before  you  had  received  it  you 
would  have  asked  for  the  weights,  and  you  would  have  put  them  down,  would  yon  not, 
in  order  to  find  out  what  you  had  stored? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  is  very  possible  we 
should. 

Q.  Then  as  to  t\ie  netWt  \^  v?«a^  \\,^t,l\\e  navy-yard  ;  that  was  their  business,  and 
not  youra  ? — A.  We  \ia5,  oi  cowx^^, tvq\\w\\^^^\» iaJX\»  ^^  ^v^NJaRk wv5^-^«xd. 
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By  Mr.  Joxes  : 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  a  lot  of  coroposition  or  iron  coming  in,  say  in  the  morning,  and  going 
oat  at  night  ? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anything,  sir,  from  the  fact  that  I  am  not 
there  from  mornins  until  night ;  but  I  suppose  that  paper,  being  a  transcript  of  our 
books,  refers  to  all  the  iron  received  and  delivered. 

Q.  If  a  lot  of  composition  had  been  brought  in  in  the  evening  and  taken  away  in  the 
morning,  or  brought  in  in  the  morning  and  taken  away  in  the  evening,  would  that  be 
recorded  in  your  books  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  anything  that  went  through  our  premises  would 
be  recorded. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  anything  of  that  kind  occurred,  do  you  f — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  iron  or  metal  from  Seyfert,  MoManus  &  Co.  that  you  sup- 
posed did  not  come  from  the  navy-yard  T — A.  No,  sir ;  but  of  course  it  is  not  our  busi- 
ness to  know  those  things.  lu  some  ot  the  unknown  lots  we  were  unwilling  to  give  ud 
our  obligations  until  they  went  out  and  were  weighed. 

Q.  How  much  margin  should  you  think  you  had  in  that  302  tons  T~A.  I  should  think 
150  per  cent.    I  think  there  are  over  600  tons  there. 

Q.  Would  you  be  willing  to  deliver  that  at  302  tons  and  charge  storage  on  that  t—A. 
Yes,  sir.  I  think  we  lost  money  on  that.  I  think  our  assistant  superintendent,  who 
never  had  been  in  the  habit  of  handling  iron,  took  a  good  deal  more  for  that  302  tons 
than  he  would  take  now.  We  felt  perfectly  safe  in  issuing  the  certificate  that  If  we 
were  called  on  to  deliver  302  tons  we  could  do  it  from  that  pile. 


Philadelphia,  April  19, 1876, 
Grez  £.  Ettino  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  clerk  for  the  Pennsylvania  Warehousing  Company  T — 
Answer.  I  have. 

Q.  From  the  time  of  its  opening  to  what  date? — A.  Until  the  first  of  the  present 
month. 

Q.  Were  you  in  charge  of  the  Queen-street  warehouse  during  the  period  when  iron 
from  the  navy-yard  was  being  delivered  there  for  storage? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  in  your  own  way,  fully,  all  the  particulars  connected  with  that  iron. — ^A.  I 
think  the  first  lot  we  received  was  the  large  lot  of  302  tons,  which,  I  think,  was 
monitors*  beams;  after  that  we  received  various  kinds  of  iron  and  composition. 

Q.  How  did  that  302  tons  come  to  your  place  ? — A.  By  long  trucks ;  one  bar  at  a 
time. 

Q.  Was  it  weighed  ? — A.  It  was  not  weighed  by  us. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  weighed  f — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  that. 

Q.  Did  you  have  information  of  what  each  bar  weighed  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  with  every 
bar  they  brought  a  slip  of  paper  with  the  supposed  weight  on  it. 

Q.  From  whom  was  that  paper  ? — A.  It  was  not  from  the  Navy  Department.  It  was 
not  signed.  It  was  merely  a  memorandum  showing  4,700  or  5,700  pounds ;  they  averaged 
over  4,000  pounds  apiece  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  memoranda  as  they  came  in  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  all  had  been  delivered, you  made  up  the  amount?— A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  to  make  your  arrangement  with  for  that  first  lot  f — A.  I  made 
my  arrangement  with  William  P.  Reynolds,  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

Q.  You  agree  to  take  it  on  storage  at  a  certain  rate  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  all  that  lot  in  the  custody  of  your  company  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  lot  of  111  tons,  have  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  of  heavy  iron  also . 

Q.  How  was  that  received  f — A.  By  team. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  that  weight  in  the  same  way  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  same  manner. 

Q.  I  observe  by  a  memorandum  that  the  next  lot  is  fifteen  tanks?— A.  I  think  it  was 
sixteen  or  fifteen  tanks.    They  are  still  there. 

Q.  What  is  their  weight  ? — A.  The  weight  of  each  tank  was  marked  upon  it  in  chalk, 
and  we  took  it  from  that.  We  never  weighed  them.  I  think  they  weighed  fifteen 
tons. 

Q.  The  next  is  a  lot  of  89  tons  of  iron  ? — A.  That  I  think  was  small  scrap-iron. 

Q.  Did  you  weigh  that,  or  how  was  the  weight  fixed  f — A.  That  was  weighed  in 
going  out.  It  has  all  gone  out.  There  is  no  iron  in  the  possession  of  the  company 
except  the  tanks  and  the  two  lots  of  heavy  iron. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 
Q.  Was  that  small  scrap  in  bars  ?— A.  I  cannot  recoW^cl  CiKaWxi^W^ . 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt  3 28 
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Q.  There  are  t^  o  lots  in  the  shed  now,  are  there  not?— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  302-ton  lot, 
and  the  111-ton  lot.  They  also  have  the  15  tanks.  Those  are  the  only  three  lots  in 
the  possession  of  the  company. 

Q.  I  will  call  yonr  attention  to  a  large  pile  of  heavy  iron,  which  thin  committ««  siw 
in  the  warehouse.  Do  yon  remember  about  that  ? — A.  That  was  what  composed  the 
111  tons. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  the  two  loads  on  the  wharf  only  comprised  the  302 
tons  ?~A.  Yes,  sir;  the  111  tons  are  on  the  Queen-street  side  of  the  warehonse.  Some 
of  it  is  large  circle  iron,  shafts,  &.o. 

Q.  May  it  not  be  that  the  Q9  tons  and  the  111  tons  have  gone  into  that  same  pile. 
It  looks  as  though  there  was  more  than  111  tons  in  that  large  pile? — ^A.  No, sir;  I 
think  not ;  I  mav  be  mistaken,  but  I  am  pretty  certain  that  I  am  not. 

Q.  State  whether  those  three  items,  302  tons,  111  tons,  and  89  tons,  do  not  oompriae 
probably  the  lots  of  large  iron  now  in  the  custody  ^of  the  warehouse  compaov.— A. 
The  HI  tons  marked  on  that  list  has  been  delivered,  'and  the  other  lot  is  only  89  tons. 
That  111  tons  was  scrap-iron,  which  was  on  the  wharfl  It  was  small  scraps,  all  kinds 
of  things,  files,  &c.    I  recollect  the  lot  perfectly,  now  I  think  of  it. 

Q.  That  was  weighed  out  by  vou  T — A.  Yes.  sir ;  it  was  weighed  out  by  a  weigbmsster, 
under  our  supervision.  The  69  tons  is  the  large  circular  iron  which  yon  saw  in  the 
warehouse.    The  15  tons  of  tanks  are  also  there  now. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  ten  tons  of  iron  stored  there  f — ^A.  I  cannot  eall 
that  to  memory.    The  tanks  are  all  shapes  and  sises. 

Q.  Were  they  new  T — A.  I  should  think  some  of  them  were  new  tanks. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  which  they  have  received  which  is  now  in  their  custody 
except  the  gun-carriages,  and  the  composition  belonging  to  them,  and  those  lots  of 
heavy  iron  T— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  some  articles  there  belonging  to  Mr.  McKay,  are  there  not  T— A.  Yes, 
sir;  ships^  knees,  trucks,  Jk>c, 

Q.  In  delivering  that  iron  which  you  have  received,  has  it  been  weighed  oot  by 
you  T — A.  Not  in  all  oases. 

Q.  Can  yon  tell  by  looking  over  the  list  in  what  case  it  has  not  been  weighed  f—A. 
I  could  not  say  as  to  that.  The  weichmaster's  book  wonld  show  it,  possibly.  All  the 
composition  was  weighed  by  us,  both  in  coming  in  and  going  out. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  giye  certificates  of  the  weight  T— A.  To  Seyfert,  McManos  t 
Co. 

Q.  Has  any  Qovemment  officer  called  upon  you  for  those  weights  f~A.  No,  sir,  they 
have  not. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  the  iron  delivered  to  you  in  unknown  quantities,  was  there  any 
understanding  that  it  was  delivered  to  yon  to  be  weighed  on  delivery,  and  certificates 
made  to  the  Government  officers  of  its  weight  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  knowledge,  derived  from  any  Government  officer,  or  from  Seyfert, 
McManns  &  Co.,  or  from  Nat.  McKay,  that  that  iron  had  not  been  weighed  T— A.  No, 
sir ;  I  never  had  any  such  knowledgefrom  them. 

Q.  And  yonr  judgment  is  that  302  tons  is  the  correct  weight  of  that  iroaf— i.  1 
never  figured  enough  on  it  to  have  any  idea.  The  bars  weigh  about  the  same.  I  wa* 
willing  to  accept  it  for  the  company  at  that  time  at  that  rate.  I  did  not  have  any 
impression  at  the  time  that  there  was  any  more  than  that,  or  I  would  not  have  ac- 
cepted that  weight  on  account  of  our  storage-bill.  It  was,  of  course,  to  our  interest 
to  get  all  we  could.    The  more  it  weighed  the  better  it  was  for  us. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Did  you  receive  much  round  iron  there? — A.  Yes,  sir:  there  was  considerable 
round  iron. 

Q.  Round  bar-iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Straight  bars  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  in  good  or  bad  condition  T — A.  Good  condition. 

Q.  What  size  t— A.  They  averaged  very  much  in  size. 

Q.  About  what  in  the  matter  of  the  round  iron  f— :A.  I  should  suppose  from  4  inches 
up. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lighter  than  4  inchest— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  was  some  2i 
inches. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  there  was  of  this  round  bar-iron  ?— A.  I  did  not  keep 
it  separate;  I  had  some  of  the  round  bar  and  some  flat;  all  piled  together.  I  suppose 
there  was  certainly  75  tons  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  angle-iron  ?— A.  I  think  I  did  see  a  few  pieces  there. 

Q.  Is  there  not  some  of  that  kind  on  the  wharf  now  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  is 
Eome  alongside  of  the  wharf  now. 

Q.  How  as  to  the  fiat  iron  T— A.  There  were  various  sizes  and  thicknesses  of  that. 

Q.  From  what  to  Yf\ia.t,  to  tb^  VwAt  of  ^oar  recollection  f— A.  I  snppose  from  half  ao 
inch  thick  to  Z  \nc\xea  \^"\Ae,  oii^  «\o\\\^\v^  Vo\\\\i<iV«».V^*^  ^s^  ^. 
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Q.  How  much  was  there  of  that,  according  to  yoar  best  jndgmeDt,  in  all  the  lots? — 
L  I  should  say  there  was  50  tons,  although  I  don't  profess  to  be  accurate  in  those 
ignres. 

Q.  Was  that  flat  iron  punched  with  holes? — A.  No,  sir;  there  were  no  holes  in  it. 
!t  was  perfectly  good  iron. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  iron  that  struck  you  as  not  being  such  as  naval  people 
thould  sell,  besides  those  three  different  lots'? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  some  iron  about 
.8  inches  wide  and  about  1|  inches  thick. 

Q.  Was  that  plate-iron  for  monitors  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  too  light  to  be  used  for 
hat. 

Q.  How  long  were  the  bars  ? — A.  About  12  or  15  feet ;  some  of  them,  perhaps,  were 
lot  over  8  feet  long. 

Q.  Were  they  in  good  condition  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  holes  punched  in  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  they  ever  been  worked? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  was  there  of  that  kind  ? — ^A.  There  was  a  very  small  pile  of  that  kind ; 
[  do  not  suppose  there  was  over  ten  tons. 

Q.  Was  there  any  iron  there  which  struck  yon  as  being  iron  that  the  navy^yard 
>ngbt  not  to  have  sold? — A.  It  struck  me  as  being  very  good  iron. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  lots  that  you  thought  would  have  been  adapted  for  the 
laval  service  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  could  not  say  that  there  was ;  there  were  some  very  good 
things  among  the  scrap-iron. 

Q.  Were  they  such  pieces  as  you  observe  in  general  use  ? — A.  You  would  see,  occa- 
sionally, among  them  very  good  things — eyes  and  thimbles  and  things  of  that  kind. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  The  iron  which  you  say  struck  you  as  good,  new  iron,  which  never  had  been 
leorked,  is  the  iron  which  has  all  gone  out  of  your  warehouse  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was 
told  to  blacksmiths  and  different  people  in  town. 

Q.  Was  there  nort  considerable  aemand  among  blacksmiths  for  that  iron  ? — A.  Yes, 
lir ;  there  were  a  good  many  people  inquiring  about  it  from  time  to  time. 

Q.  Did  they  come  with  orders  to  have  so  much  of  a  certain  kind  of  iron  delivered  ? — 
L.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  You  say  some  of  this  iron  delivered  there  was  not  weighed  by  you,  and  yon  do 
lot  know  anything  about  the  weight  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  a  proportion  of  it  ? — A.  I  did  not  weigh  a  lot  of  shot  and  shell ;  it  was 
)at  into  a  boat,  and  I  took  their  weight  when  they  weighed  it  down  at  Wilmington, 
irbere  it  was  delivered  ;  it  was  quite  a  large  lot ;  I  took  their  weight  at  162  tons. 

Q.  You  did  not  store  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  it  in  the  warehouse ;  I  took  their  weights 
n  several  lots ;  we  did  not  want  to  go  to  the  expense  of  weighing  it,  and  I  was  satis- 
ied  that  they  would  give  me  the  right  weight. 

Q.  Were  there  any  lots  which  were  such  as  could  be  used  by  blacksmiths,  that  were 
ielivered  to  you  not  weighed  ? — A.  I  think  all  the  good  iron  had  been  weighed ;  the 
>nly  lots  that  I  did  not  weigh  were  the  lots  of  scrap-iron. 

Q.  You  mean  promiscuous  iron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  went  out  without  being  weighed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  it,  but  not  all  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  there  was  of  that  ? — A.  A  small  proportion  compared 
with  the  whole. 

Q.  How  many  tons  should  you  think  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  believe  400  tons  went  out  that 
we  did  not  weigh. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  count  the  shell  in  that  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  greater  portion  of 
it  was  weighed.    A  comparatively  small  portion  was  not  weighed. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Whom  did  you  understand  this  iron  was  stored  by  which  came  from  the  navy- 
yard  ? — A.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whom  that  400  tons  went  to  that  you  speak  of  as  being  delivered 
besides  the  shot  and  shell  which  were  not  weighed  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  from  memory ; 
the  orders  will  show. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  about  some  iron  going  to  Greenwich  Point;  do  you  know 
anything  about  that  ? — A.  I  never  knew  any  to  go  there. 

Q.  Did  any  go  from  your  warehouse  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  Greenwich  Point 
is  on  the  way  to  League  Island. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  scows  going  there  and  delivering  material  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I 
never  heard  of  any. 
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James  P.  9cott  sworn  and  examined. 


Philadelphia,  AptH  18, 1876. 


By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Qaestion.  Yon  are  treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Warehonsing  Company  f— Answer. 
I  am  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Q.  What  goods,  iron,  or  material  have  yon  on  storage  for  individuals  thatyoa  UDder- 
stand  came  from  the  navy-yard  of  this  city  f — ^A.  I  have  bronght  with  me  a  transcript 
of  all  the  iron  received  for  storing,  and  all  the  deliveries  we  have  made,  and  of  the 
different  parties  in  whose  names  the  deposits  were  made.  That  was  brought  to  m 
partly  by  barges  and  partly  by  drays. 

Q.  .Yon  have  certain  property  on  storage  for  Nathaniel  McKay  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  transcript  reads,  **  December  28, 1875,  received  of  Nathaniel  McKay  16  pan- 
carriages,  16  gun-slides,  and  one  box  bolts;  Jannary  28, 1876,  received  of  N.  McKay 
16  gun-trucks  or  wheels.  Delivered  April  4, 1876, 16  gun-trucks  or  wheels.'^  Gon* 
slides  are  made  of  composition,  are  they  t — ^A.  I  never  have  seen  them. 

Q.  You  have  no  interest  in  any  goods  in  your  warehouse  except  for  the  storage  rates, 
no  money  being  advanced  by  you  on  them  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  real  business  t — A.  Storing  and  taking  care  of  goods. 

Q.  Do  you  advance  money  on  goods  on  commission  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  we  areqniteaneir 
company,  not  having  been  in  bnsiness  but  two  vears ;  and  at  first  we  had  some  money 
on  hand,  which  we  used  in  that  way,  accommodating  some  of  our  customers ;  bnt  since 
our  arrangements  have  been  perfected  we  have  not  made  any  such  advances  at  all. 

Q.  But  your  warehouse-receipts  are  good  in  the  hands  of  the  holder  f— A.  Yes, sir; 
and  he  can  indorse  them  over  to  any  party  whom  he  wishes.  I  now  prodoce  receipt 
of  iron  stored  in  warehouse  on  Queen  street,  as  follows : 


2Aj,^^^ 


deceived. 
1875.  Tons. 

Aug.  24.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  302^^^^ 
Sept.   1.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  lllii^ 
Sept.  13.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 
15  tanks,  said  to  weigh 
14  tons. 
Sept.  15.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 
Nov.    4.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co. 
Nov.  16.  N.   McKay,  73  cases  of 

machinery. 
Nov.  20.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 
copper,     unknown 

quantity -at  j-ziv 

shells,  unknown  quan- 
tity   162 

scrap-iron,   unknown 

quantity 47 

scrap-iron,  unknown 

quantity 13ii28 

Nov.  26.  Seyfert,  McSlauus  &  Co., 
unknown  quantity 

comi)p6itiou ^Hiv 

unknown  quantity 
brass  tubes lOihU 

Nov.  27.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 

brass,  &c 34i¥/j 

Dec.    1.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 

9  cannons. 
Dec.    3.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 
bar-iron 

cast-iron 

hoop-iron 


6 


Dec.    9.  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 

unknown  quantity 

rolled  iron 

unknown  quantity 

wrov\g,\it ,  6Cia\> 

unknown  CYVxaAiWX^ 
cha'm 


61iS"J 


B0^& 


Delivered. 


IROK. 

1875. 
10,20—100;  11,17— Hi 


Tool 

llU 


taken  in  unknown,  weighed  on  de- 
livery, 11,  22,75-6?^;  11,24, 
^75— 11  Ji;  1,14/76, -6 Utth 

12,7,75. 162 

12,7, '75 47 

1,20,^*6 mil 


12, 21,  ^75—42'^%' ;  12, 24,  »75— 6  . . 

12, 3  and  4. 75 

12,22,75-ej$|3;  1,10,76-13^^^,; 

1. 12, 76-3 ;  1, 14, 76-7i?AV  J 1, 

15, 76—1 ;  1, 20, 76—^^ 

12, 7, 75—2;  12, 8, 75—3 ;  12, 9, 74 


lOiJSf 


jOJi} 


1,26, 76-7i|i§:  2,25, 76-36^^5- 

1,20,76 

12,7,75 

Weighed  on  delivery, 

l,ll,76-7im;  2,15,76-12yfSg; 
2,  15,  76-25^/y\r ;  2,  17,  76- 
4W^;  2, 17, 76-2JS^  ;  2, 17, 76 
94iiA 

1, 20, 76— 58^iVlV24V76^2^'i  ; 
1,  31,76—1;  2,  18,  76—2^-1^; 
2,19,76—13;  2,19,76—3 


44/fA 
6 


6USi 


^■^i^Av^Vi^- 
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IRON. 

Beceived. 
1875.  Tons. 

Dec.  16.  Sevfert,  MoManns  Sl  Co., 
u  n  known    qaantities 

shot 22ifJ» 

a  n  known    quantities 
scrap-iron 26j?^A 


Delivered,      ** 


1875. 


Tom. 


Weighed  on  delivery, 

12,24,75 22i|}8 


1,24,76— 2^att;4,ll,76-24....  26im 

1,  20, 76— 9^^^ ;  1,  20, 76—19^ ; 
1,21,76-7^^0. 1,22,76— 7^*^; 

2,3,76— l^J^a 45iAaa 

2, 4, 76-iiS8  ;  2, 3, 7G-Uii« ....  2^^^ 

1,12,76 6 

1,19,76 16 


n  n  known    quantities 
wrought  iron 45^-^^ 

n  n  known   quantities 
tank-iron 2^^ 

n  n  known    quantities 

machinery,  &o 6 

Dec.  22.  Seyfert,  McManns  <&  Co., 

tubes 16 

Deo.  29.  N.  McKay,  a  lot  of  ship- 
knees,  said  to  be  450. 

1876. 

Jan.  20.  N.  McKay, 
16  trucks. 

1  iron  bar. 
12  wooden  rollers. 
12  lumber  can t- bars. 

2  rope-falls. 
4  blocks. 

The  weight  of  some  of  the  material  was  unknown  when  it  was  put  in,  and,  to  save 
the  papties  who  stored  it  an  additional  expense,  it  was  weighed  going  out. 

(To  the  witness.)  Beferring  to  the  above  list,  state  whether  there  are  items  there 
of  which  the  weight  has  not  yet  been  ascertained. — A.  Yes,  sir.  *'  Fifteen  tanks,  said  to 
weigh  14  tons  f  we  cannot  tell  exactly  about  that.  ^*  Seventy-three  cases  of  machin- 
ery r  that  is  a  matter  that  we  would  not  ascertain  by  weight.  We  would  take  them 
at  so  mnch  a  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  metal  that  machinery  is  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw 
it  opened. 

Q.  That  stands  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel  McKay  7 — A.  Yes.  Nine  cannon  that 
were  there  have  gone  out.  We  never  found  out  what  they  weighed.  They  were 
charged  by  the  piece. 

Q.  Did  those  pass  to  the  credit  of  Seyfert  &  McManns  ? — A.  They  pnt  them  there, 
and  we  delivered  them  to  their  order.  Of  course  we  do  not  take  the  ship-knees  by 
weight,  but  charge  so  mnch  per  month  for  space.  **  Sixteen  trucks,  one  iron  bar, 
twelve  wooden  rollers,  and  twelve  Inmlber-cart  bars,'*  are  items  that  simply  take  up 
space.    We  would  not  ask  the  weight  of  them. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  large  amonnt  of  iron  lying  in  the  shed  on  the  wharf  which  has 
not  been  weighed  f  — A.  That  is  302  tons  and  So  pounds.  We  charge  them  storage  on 
that.    That  was  their  weight. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  that  came  there,  or  in  what  manner  it  was  brought  there  f — 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Then  the  only  item  on  your  list  which  refers  to  that  heavy  iron  in  the  warehonse 
at  Queen  street,  and  in  the  shed  on  the  wharf,  is  that  item  of  300  and  odd  tons,'  in 
which  the  weight  has  not  been  determined  T — A.  Yes ;  that  was  their  weight. 

Q.  Have  yon  delivered  any  of  that  iron  f — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Does  your  account  show  that  yon  have  T — A.  No,  sir.  I  believe  it  is  all  there. 
We  have  a  certificate  outstanding  for  it. 

Q.  When  that  iron  is  taken  from  you,  will  it  be  weighed  or  may  it  be  delivered  with- 
out weight  f — A.  If  delivered  to  parties  who  put  it  in,  and  they  are  satisfied  to  take  it 
on  the  same'terms  that  we  had  taken  it — that  is,  on  their  own  weights — then  it  would 
not  be  weighed.    It  would  cost  considerable  to  weigh  that  iron. 

Q.  Are  yon  aware,  or  were  yon  ever  aware,  that  the  irt)n  was  delivered  by  the  United 
States  authorities  to  McKay  or  Seyfert,  McManns  <&.  Co.,  the  weight  to  be  determined 
after  the  delivery  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Q.  So  that,  if  there  is  a  thousand  tons  there,  and  yon  shonld  see  fit  to  deliver  that  to 
Seyfert,  McManns  &  Co.,  at  what  they  called  it  when  putting  it  there,  yon  would  con- 
siaer  yourself  discharged  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  a  thiug  that  might  occur? — A.  Yes,  sir,  that  might  occur. 
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Q.  So  that  DO  matter  what  the  quantity,  if  you  were  coDteDted  to  take  it  at  an  esti- 
mated weight,  you  would  be  also  coDteDted  to  deliver  it  at  that  weight  f — A.  YeF,ur. 

Q.  And*  you  would  not  feel  called  upon  to  weigh  it  for  any  reason  f — A.  No,  sir;  ud 
if  that  certificate  was  transferred  to  another  party,  and  they  called  for  302  tons,  and  if 
we  had  weighed  it  out,  and  found  that  there  was  a  thousand  there,  we  would  not  con- 
aider  that  we  owned  that  700  tons,  which  we  would  otherwise. 

Q.  Suppose  you  had  an  order  from  them  to  deliver  the  same  number  of  tons  of  iroD, 
would  you  then  weigh  it  f — A.  I  think  that  we  would  not  weigh  it.  We  would  not, 
of  course,  deliver  it  without  the  certificate. 

Q.  Would  you  not  deliver  a  portion  of  it,  if  called  for  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  the  certifi- 
cate was  brought  to  us  we  would  weigh  out  what  might  be  called  for  and  charge  so 
much  for  it.  * 

Q.  Suppose  he  wrote  on  the  back  of  the  receipt  the  same  weight  exactly  that  U  on 
it,  would  you  weigh  it,  then,  or  would  you  treat  it  as  calling  for  the  whole  amoootaud 
hand  the  whole  lot  over? — A.  I  think  we  would  hand  the  whole  lot  over. 

Q.  Then  if  I  should  become  the  holder  of  that  receipt,  produce  it  there,  and  ask  for 
the  delivery,  you  would  give  me  the  whole  quantity  ?^A.  Yes ;  we  consider  oanelvM 
liable  for  that  certain  lot  of  iron. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  notice  from  the  parties  depositing  there  that  yon  were  to 
weigh  that  iron  and  give  certificates  of  the  quantity  to  the  Government  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  had  no  notice  of  any  snch  intention  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  any  ofiQcer  connected  with  the  navy -yard  ever  called  on  you  in  reference  to 
the  subject  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  correspondence  between  you  and  Commodore  Preble  or  soy- 
body  else  from  the  uavy-yard  notifying  you  that  that  iron  was'put  there  on  the  con- 
dition that  it  should  be  weighed  by  your  house  and  an  account  of  it  kept'—A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Have  you  given  certificates  of  the  weights  of  the  other  items  there  as  yon  bsTe 
weighed  them  ? — A.  The  other  lots  of  iron  were  weighed  going  out.  We  took  them, 
but  issued  no  certificates  on  them,  I  believe.  In  many  cases  they  asked  us  to  hare  it 
weighed  for  them,  and,  having  sworn  weighmen,  we  had  it  weighed  and  rendered 
them  a  certificate. 

Q.  Then  there  were  other  quantities  of  iron  received,  not  weighed  at  the  timet-A. 
Yes,  sir.  All  these  lots  of  iron  marked  unknown  quantities  mean  that  we  took  tiie 
stuff  on  storage  to  accommodate  them,  and  made  no  rates  at  all,  telling  them  thitire 
should  charge  them  so  much  a  ton  and  weigh  it  going  out.  That  saved  them  a  dooble 
weighing.    The  expense  of  weighing  is  usually  twenty-five  cents  a  ton. 

Q.  Have  you  had  those  weights  t^l  made  by  a  sworn  weighmaster  ? — A.  Ye^,  in  all 
cases. 

Q.  And  have  given  certificates  of  the  exact  weight  to  the  parties  owning  it  ?— A.  I 
believe  so,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  do  the  same 
with  the  quantities  yet  uuweighed? — A.  No,  sir.  I  cannot  tell  you  any  thing  about 
that. 

Q.  What  is  your  rate  of  storage  per  ton  per  month  or  per  year  ? — A.  The  warehoose 
where  this  iron  is  stored  is  intended  solely  for  cotton  storage  in  one  season,  and  sugar 
in  another.  We  have  a  branch  of  our  storage  business  that  we  devote  exclusively  to 
iron,  in  Perth  Amboy  and  AUentown,  and  we  have  a  fixed  rate  of  storage. 

Q.  What  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  storage  ? — A.  Ten  cents  a  ton  for  the  first  month 
and  five  cents  for  each  succeeding  montli.  Then  we  charge  five  cents  each  way  for 
the  weighing  of  the  iron,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  ton  for  receiving  and  piling  it 
in,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  piling  and  loading  it  on  the  cars.  We  agree  in  oar 
certificates  to  deliver  on  board  the  cars  free.  It  figures  up  a  dollar  a  ton  a  year  exactly- 
For  one  month  it  would  be  forty -five  cents,  thirty-five  cents  of  that  being  for  the 
handling  and  weighing  and  ten  cents  for  storage,  and  then  for  eleven  months  it  would 
be  onhr  fifty-five  cents  additional. 

Q.  I  notice  in  the  first  item  on  your  list,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  December,  yon  say* 
"  unknown  quantity  shot,  scrap-iron,  wrought  iron,  tank,  machinery,  Scc.^  Upon  the 
other  side  of^that  account,  against  each  of  the  items,  is  **  weighed  on  delivery,  shot,  ^ 
tons  and  1,890  pounds ;  scrap-iron,  26  tons  and  1,882  pounds ;  wrought  iron,  45  tons  and 
164  pounds;  tanks  or  tank-iron,  2  tons  and  395  pounds;  machinery,  6  tons.''  As  I  under- 
stand it  from  your  statement  those  have  all  been  delivered  and  gone  out,  and  they  hare 
been  weighed  on  delivery  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  as  to  the  tubes,  under  the  head  of  December  22,  you  have  delivered 
those  tubes,  and  in  delivering  them  they  weighed  16  tons  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  find  under  date  of  September  1,  quantity  of  iron  delivered  to  you  and  since 
removed,  11  li  tons.  I  also  find  Seyfert  &  McManus  delivered  to  you  August  24, 1875, 
a  quantity  of  iron  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  delivered  by  you  to  anybody, 
but  yon  say  \l  we\ jOied  ^0^  l<i\\^  aud  ^5  pounds.  How  was  that  ascertained  f — A.  We 
accepted  tneir  we\g\vlftiox  \\.. 
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Q.  That  amount  of  iron  is  still  on  band  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  I  find  15  tanks  on  hand,  said  to  weigh  14  tons ;  also  weighed  in  to  you  89  tons 
and  1,921  pounds  in  one  item ;  also  10  tons  737  pounds  in  one  itedi,  credited  to  Seyfert, 
McManns  &>  Co. ;  also  Nat.  McKay,  73  cases  of  machinery  on  hand.  I  also  dnd  an  item 
to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.,  bar-iron.  The  quantity  is  not  8tated,^and  it  has  not  been 
delivered  t — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jones  : 

Q.  Did  yon  understand  when  this  came  in  that  yon  were  to  weigh  it  and  give  a  sworn 
certificate  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heardsuch  a  request  made. 

Q.  You  took  your  original  weight  on  this  memorandum  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
from  the  parties  that  you  stored  it  for  ? — ^A.  Yes.  With  regard  to  that  lot  of  303  tons  and 
other  lots,  we  took  it  without  knowing  the  weight  until  we  delivered  it,  and  then  we 
had  it  weighed. 

Q.  Whom  did  yon  deliver  the  certificate  of  weight  to  f — A.  I  don't  kn^w  th^t 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  to  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co.  the  amount  of  these  lots  that  were 
sold  T — ^A.  I  don't  remember  that.    I  am  not  at  the  warehouse. 

Q.  You  never  were  notified  that  that  iron  was  to  be  weighed  out  and  settled  for  to 
the  Government  on  your  sworn  certificate  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Harris  : 

Q.  The  only  quantity  of  iron  that  you  have  received  at  a  supposed  weight  is  the  302 
tons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  the  other  unknown  quantities  you  received  as  unknown  quantities  without 
fixing  any  estimated  weight  to  them,  but  ascertained  their  weight  on  delivery,  by  a 
sworn  surveyor  in  your  own  employ  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Burleigh  : 

Q.  And  so  far  as  the  iron  has  been  delivered  it  has  been  weighed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  as 
shown  by  those  deliveries  in  our  books.  There  are  two  other  lots,  one  of  89  tons  1,921 
pounds  and  one  of  10  tons  737  pounds,  which  are  not  yet  delivered. 

Q.  Were  those  weighed  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Are  these  estimated  or  actual  weights  T — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  that.    I  don't  know. 

Q.  Were  not  those  ^ceived  as  unknown  quantities  T — A.  No,  sir ;  they  are  not 
marked  so  on  the  books.  The  only  lots  that  are  received  as  unknown  quantities,  I 
should  judge  from  the  books,  are  those  so  marked.  These  are  all  marked  under  the 
head  of  **  Keceipt^  unknown,"  and  then  when  they  were  delivered  they  were  marked 
'^  Weighed  on  delivery.''  There  is  also  an  item  of  brass,  &c.,  34  tons.  It  did  not  weigh  . 
quite  34  tons  when  weighed  out.  That  is  an  error  in  our  books  for  which  I  cannot  ac- 
count.   There  are  two  instances  where  that  occurred. 

Mr.  Scott  subsequently  appeared  before  the  committee  and  presented  the  following 
paper  as  part  of  his  testimony  : 

TTeigher^s  certificate. 

Weighed,  Philadelphiay  Norember  22,  1875,  April  11, 1876, /or  Pennsyhama  Warehousing 
Company  f  sundry  lots  composition  metal  and  iron  at  Queen  street : 
1875.  Poands. 

Nov.    22.  Old  copper  and  brass,  gross  weight 15,000 

Nov.    23.  Old  copper  and  brass,  gross  weight 26,000 

Dec.      1.  Old  copper  and  brass,  gross  weight 788 

Dec.      3.  972  copper  tubes,  gross  weight 24,594 

Dec.    22.  416  pieces  red  metal,  gross  weight 20,009 

1876. 

Jan'y  11.  Iron-chains,  gross  weight 5,153 

Jan'y  11.  Composition-metal,  gross  weight 30,000 

Jan'y  12.  Composition-metal,  gross  weight .« 6,720 

Jan'y  14.  Composition  (79 rims)  metal,  gross  weight 10,922 

Jan'y  14.  Composition-metal,  gross  weight 18,985 

Jan'y  19.  Composition-metal,  gross  weight 2,194 

Jan'y  26.  Bar-iron,  gross  weight 16,277 

April  11.  Scrap-iron,  gross  weight 53,583 

JOS.  L.  DAVIS  &  CO., 

Weighei's. 
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N.  McKay, 
1110  Girard  Street,  Philadelphia,  April  4, 1876. 
Nich'l  Biddle,  Esq., 

Ptnneylvania  Warehouse  and  Safe  Deposit  Company : 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  deliver  to  the  order  of  A.  Parvis  &  Son  sixteen  pieces  of  bronze 
gun-carriage  tracks  held  in  storage  at  your  stores  for  me,  and  send  me  the  bill  for 
storage. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

N.  McKAY. 

^  Pknnsylvaxia  Warbhocsikg  &  Safe  Deposit  Co., 

NoRTHWjEST  Corner  Third  &  Chestnut  Streets,  Secx)nd  Floor, 

Philadelphia,  JprU  22, 1676. 
W.  C.  Whitthorne,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  Naval  Examining  Committee  of  House  of  R^presentatites : 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  19th  received.    Please  find  herewith  documents  coveriog 
your  request  in  same.    The  number  of  details  embraced  in  your  request  will  acconnt 
to  you  for  our  delay  in  forwarding  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  P.  SCOTT, 

Secretary  and  Treasum. 


Philad£LPHIA|  December  14, 1$76. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co : 

Deliver  the  following  to  C.  T.  Hollbrook  &  Co. :  All  the  rod-brass  in  store  on 
Swanson  street. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

December  22, 1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co.  : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  20,000  pounds  bronze  metM  for  shipment  by  Clyde 
line  to  Hnmber,  Keller  &  Co. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
W.  P.  REYNOLDS. 

February  14, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  All  the  flat  and  round  and  square  bars,  excepting 
8x2  and  4  x  3  4  x  30  feet,  lying  in  warehouse,  and  six  pieces  of  flat  iron  on  wharf. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
For  John  Baizley. 

February  8, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  ^  Safe  Deposit  Co.  : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  All  the  round  and  square  bar-iron  lying  in  ware- 
house. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
For  Morris,  Wheeler  &  Co. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  Co.  : 

Please  deliver  J.  H.  Baizley  such  iron  as  was  selected  by  Mr.  McKay,  and  report 
weight  of  same  to  us. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
January  10, 1876. 

January  10, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  Co.  : 

Gentlemen  :  Please  deliver  to  the  order  of  N.  McKay  30,000  pounds  (thirty  thousand 
pounds^  of  old  bnmze  metal  and  send  us  mem.  of  wt.  of  same, 
lours,  respectfully, 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
Please  deliver  above  to  Mr.  Gardenier,  the  above. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
(Indorsed :)  li^.  "McKay,  v^t  Y.^n^Ol^'E.*  ^^\i\«o:\«t. 
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February  12, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  All  the  rouDd  and  sqnare  bar-iron  in  warehouse. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

For  C.  W.  &  H.  W.  MiDDLETON. 

DECEMBER  3, 1875. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. ; 

Deliver  the  following  to  Winsor  Line :  All  brass  tnbes  in  store.  "" 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 

Reynolds;       ^ 

December  6, 1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  boat :  Lot  wrought  scrap-iron  for  J.  Roebling  &  Sons, 

Trenton,  N.  J. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

December  4, 1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  boat,  to  be  consigned  to  Diamond  State  Iron  Company, 
Wilmington,  Del. :  Load  of  shot  and  grape  and  canister. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

November  23,  1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer,  to  Cooper,  Jones  &  Cadbury :  26,000  pounds  oom- 
I>osition. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  Co. 
REYNOLDS. 

November  22, 1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  Reyburn,  Hunter  <&.  Co. :  15,000  pounds  small  composition. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

January  11, 1876. 
pennsylvanl4  warehousing  &  s.  d.  co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer:  Three  tons  of  old  composition  for  Zaus  <&  Hartman. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

January  18, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  The  brass  screws  and  copper  pipe  in  warehouse  on 
Swanson  street. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

December  6, 1875. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  8.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  Jas.  Moore :  Nine  cannon  on  extreme  end  of  wharf. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  «fe  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

January  25, 1876. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer,  Mr.  Miller :  The  8  by  2  iron  in  warehouse. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
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Februaky  25, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  Lot  flat -bar  Bcrap-iron  stored  December  3, 1875, 
weiffbing  3Gii|}^  tons. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

Philadelphia,  December  22, 1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  8.  D.  Co. : 

Gentlemen  :  Please  deliver  to  A.  Parves  &  Son,  or  order,  all  the  yellow  met*! 
now  in  stores  on  Swanson  street. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
REYNOLDS. 

January  25, 1876. 
Pennsylvanla.  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  The  wrenches  and  anchor-trips  in  warehoose  and 
one-half  in  square  iron. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 
To  John  Baizley. 

February  18, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer:  Scrap-iron,  old  rails,  &c.,  and  armor-plate  lying  in 
warehouse,  including  everything  but  the  flat  bar-iron. 

SEYFERT,  Mc^UNUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

February  18, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  The  eight  heavy  bars  piled  in  warehouse,  size  14  b; 
3^  by  23  feet. 

SEYFERT,  Mc^LiNUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

January  27, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  Shafting  and  pulleys  lying  in  warehou^. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 

^UYS. 
John  Baizley. 

January  17, 1876. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  Co.  : 

Please  deliver  the  boat-davits  on  wharf  along  with  crank  and  plate. 

Yours,  SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 

MAYS. 

January  ^,  1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehouse  &  S.  D.  Co. : 
Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  The  pile  of  compression  screws,  &^.,  in  warehouse. 

For  BURNHAM,  PARRY,  WILLLANS  &  CO., 
SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO., 
MAYS. 

December  30, 1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  Co. : 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  deliver  to  bearer  the  cast  and  small  wrought  iron  lying  on  Qaeea* 
street  wharf  and  in  warehouse  belonging  to  us. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

January  21, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

^Deliver  the  following  to  bearer:  All  the  Scotch  pig-metal  on  wharf,  for  Morris,  Ttf* 
ker  &  Co. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
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January  17,  1876. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  All  the  boiler- tubes  in  store  belonglD^  to  us. 

SEYFERT,McSlANUS&  CO. 
MAYS. 

Also  the  heavy  wrought  iron  on  wharf  and  snch  bars  as  Mr.  Miller  will  select  in  ware- 
house. 

S.,  McM.  &  CO. 

January  31, 1876. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co. : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  The  shot-hooks  and  pieces  of  railroad-iron  lying  in 
vrarehonse 

8EYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 

MAYS. 
For  C.  Winch. 

February  2, 1876. 
Pennsylvanla  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer  :  The  old  heater  lying  on  wharf. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

• 

February  21, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  8.  D.  Co  : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer:  The  old  boiler  lying  on  wharf,  and  all  the  galvan- 
Ized  iron 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
For  John  Baizley.  MAYS. 

April  6, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  S.  D.  Co : 

Gentlemen  :  Please  deliver  to  Messrs.  Barnham,  Parry,  Williams  &  Co.,  or  order, 
the  wrought  scrap-iron  from  the  Constitntion,  about  50  tons,  more  or  less,  all  to  be  deliv- 
ered, and  oblige 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 

Please  deliver  iron  to  bearer. 

BURNHAM,  PARRY,  WILLIANS  &  CO., 
Per  WM.  HOBART  BROWN. 

December  23,  1875. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  & S.  D.  Co: 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  deliver  to  Warner's  Line  the  old  shot  lying  on  Queen-street  wharf, 
belonging  to  ns. 

Yours,  respectfully,  . 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

January  10,  1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.: 

Please  deliver  the  engine  and  punch  and  heavy  wro't-iron  scrap  to  Mr.  Miller  or 
order. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

Philadelphia,  January  14, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.: 

Deliver  the  following  to  A.  Purves  &,  Son :  All  the  Government  bronze  and  any  yel- 
low metal  belonging  to  us. 

SEYFERT,  MC3LA.NUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

Also  the  old  sheet-iron  and  one  stack  on  the  wharf. 
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Phiuldelphia,  February  12, 1676. 
Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.: 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :    One  lot  of  five-iDch  roand  iron  lyiD^s:  in  wareboose. 

SEYFERT,  McBlANUS  &  CO. 

MAYS. 
For  Theo.  Baizley. 

Philadelphia,  January  2S,  1676. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.: 

Deliver  tbe  following  to  bearer :    The  old  boiler  on  wbarf. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 

MAYS. 
For  Jesse  C.  Mecutchin. 

Philadelphia,  January  14, 1876. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.  : 

Deliver  the  following  to  bearer :  One  smoke-Btack  on  wharf. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  <t  CO. 
MAYS. 
Menu>randum, 

January  8, 1876. 

From  Seyfert,  McManas  &.  Co.,  631  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia,  to  Pennsjlvaoia 

Warehousing  Company. 

Please  deliver  to  bearer  all  the  pipe  belonging  to  ns. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
MAYS. 

Office  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 
631  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  December  1, 1875. 

Pennsylvania  Warehousing  Compajty  : 

Gfntlemen  :  You  will  please  have  this  small  lot  of  metal  and  iron  (mixed)  weighed 
and  placed  in  the  store-rooms  where  the  first  lot  of  metal  was  stored.    And  then  weigh 
out  of  this  lot  Btm  there,  807  pounds  metal.    Be  careful  to  weigh  no  pieces  that  haTe 
iron  in  them,  and  deliver  same  to  bearer. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.   P.   REYNOLDS. 

Philadelphia,  November  17, 1875. 

Messrs.  The  Pennsylvania  Warehousing  and  Safe-Deposit  Company  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  deliver  to  bearer,  (Hugh  McLister,)  balance  of  the  Bcrap-iron  on 
your  wharf,  about  IH  tons,  belonging  to, 
Yours,  truly, 

NAYLOR  &  CO. 
Per  GEORGE  C.  HAGNEB. 

No.  2501.]  Philadelphia,  October  14, 1875. 

Messrs.  Pennsylvanla  Warehousing  and  Safe-Deposit  Cojipany, 

Queen-Street  Wharf: 

Please  deliver  to  schooner  Anna  Barton,  or  order,  the  following  scrap-iron,  viz: 
quantity  scrap-iron  on  your  wharf,  about  llli  tons. 

NAYtOR  &  CO. 
Per  GEORGE  C.  HAGNEB. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

September  24, 1875. 
Sir:  The  expense  of  preparing  meann  for  placing  the  Rtores,  &c.,  on  board  the  char- 
tered ferry-boat  Burlingt-on,  and  of  discharging  the  same  at  League  Island,  as  weU  as 
of  running  her,  will  be  chargeable  to  Construction  and  Repair. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obed't  serv^t, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Prrrlb,  U.  8.  N., 

ComdH  Xavy-Tard,  Philadelphia^  Pa. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S.  Navy- Yard f  League  lelandj  April  21,  1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BES8ELIEVRE, 

Chief  Clerk. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

September  27, 1875. 

Sir  :  Herewith  please  find  charter-party  for  the  steam  ferry-boat  Burlington,  to  be 
executed  by  Wooa,  Dialogue  &  Co.,  per  owners,  whom  you  will  please  notify. 

When  the  instrument  is  executed  by  that  tirra,  you  will  please  cause  a  copy  of  the 
same  to  be  made  for  the  use  of  your  office,  forwarding  the  original  to  the  bureau. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Commodore  Geo.  Henry  Preble,  U.  S.  N.,  Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commandant  Navy^Yard^  Philadelphia, 

This  charter-party,  made  and  concluded  between  the  New  Jersey  Navigation  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  chartered  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  owners  of  the  steam 
ferry-boat  Burlington,  of  814.19  tons  burden,  of  the  first  part,  and  Isaiah  Hanscom, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
Navy  Department  of  the  United  States  for  and  in  its  behalf,  party  of  the  second  part, 
witnesseth : 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  hereinafter 
mentioned  to  be  kept  and  performed  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  does  cove- 
nant and  agree  to  charter,  and  by  these  presents  doth  charter  and  let  to  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  the  said  steam  ferry-Doat  Burlington,  in  her  present  condition,  for 
a  period  of  six  months,  or  until  such  time  as  the  service  for  which  she  is  chartered  is 
fully  completed  and  performed  ;  provided,  however,  that  in  case  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part  should  sell  the  said  steam  ferry-tK>at  Burlington,  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part  shall  and  will  deliver  up  said  boat  and  discharge  said  charter  upon  thirty  days' 
notice  being  given  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part. 

The  party  of  the  first  part  further  agrees  to  sell  the  steam  ferry-boat  Burlington  to 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part  at  any  time  during  the  first  Vour  months  of  this 
charter,  for  such  a  price,  to  be  previously  agreed  upon,  as  the  Navy  Department  may 
deem  to  be  her  fair  market-value,  and  that  all  payments  that  may  have  been  made  under 
this  charter  up  to  the  time  of  purchase  shall  be  deducted  from  the  purchase-price,  the 
difference  between  the  amount  of  charter-money  thus  paid  and  the  value  of  the  vessel 
as  agreed  upon,  to  be  accepted  and  received  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  as  pay- 
ment in  full  for  the  said  vessel,  and  a  receipt  to  that  eftect  to  be  given.  Further,  if  at 
*the  time  of  purchase  any  charter-money  remains  unpaid,  it  is  hereby  agreed  by  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part  that  no  claim  for  the  same  shall  be  presented,  but  that  it 
shall  be  treated  as  if  fully  acquitted  and  paid  ;  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  further 
agrees,  in  the  event  of  the  purchase  of  the  said  vessel  by  the  United  States  Navy  De- 
partment, under  the  terms  aforesaid,  to  make  full  and  sufficient  title  therefor. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  party  of  first  part  hereby  gives,  during  the 
continuance  of  this  charter,  the  steam  ferry-boat  Burlington  into  the  sole  and  entire 
control  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  Navy  Department,  it  neing  hereby  agreed  and  un- 
derstood that  the  entire  expense  of  running  the  vessel  during  the  time  embraced  by 
the  charter  shall  be  borne  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements  VieieVw  %e\.\o\\;>^,\<5\i«.V^\\»^x!k.^ 
performed  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  hereby  agree*  yjVWi  W\fe  %»^\^^^^Vi  ^^  '^^ 
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first  part  to  charter,  under  tbe  conditionB  herein  specified,  the  said  steam  ferry-boat 
Burlington,  for  the  said  period  of  six  months,  or  for  snch  a  period  as  may  be  required, 
or  for  the  period  nntil  sold,  demanded,  and  returned,  if  shorter  period  than  the  above 
mentioned,  and  to  yield  and  pay  for  her  use  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
month  for  each  and  every  month  she  may  be  employed  in  the  United  States  serrice 
under  this  charter,  and  at  that  rate  for  any  fractional  part  of  the  month ;  payment  of 
the  charter-money  to  be  made  monthly,  in  bills  in  triplicate  certified  and  approved  by 
the  commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-^ard.  The  party  of  the  second  part  futber 
agrees  with  the  party  of  the  first  part  that  if  the  said  steam  ferry-boat  Borlmgton  sbidl 
not  be  purchaaea  by  the  Navy  Department  during  the  time  stated  in  this  charter,  she 
shall  be  returned  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  in  the  same  order  and  condition 
that  she  now  is  in,  ordinary  wear  and  tear  that  a  steam  ferry-boat  is  sab^jeet  to  ex- 
cepted. It  being  at  the  same  time  understood  that  tbe  marine  and  other  naks  are  to 
be  borne  by  the  l^avy  Department  while  the  said  vessel  is  in  its  service. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  party  of  the  first  part,  by  the  hand  of  its  president  and  its 
corporate  seal,  and  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  set  their  hands  and  seals  this 
the  ninth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1875. 

NEW  JERSEY  NAVIGATION  CO.,  [seal.] 
(Signed)  By  JNO.  B.  WOOD,  Pres'U 

(Signed)  I,  HANSCOM,  [skal.  | 

Chief  of  Bureau  CanBtructian  and  Bipair. 
Attest : 
(Signed)  H.  A.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Navai/ Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S.  Xav^'  Tardf  League  Island,  Jpril  12, 1876. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

Naval  Constructor,  U,  k  N. 


Navy  Departbocnt,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Oct  Ut,  1875. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  (No.  179,)  relative  to  i)er8ons  necessary  to  form  tbe 
crew  of  the  "  Burlington,'^  has  been  received,  and  you  are  authorized  to  employ  tbe 
same  at  regular  rates  of  wages.  With  regard  to  the  engineer,  if  Mr.  Kendall  can  obtain 
a  license  and  is  a  suitable  person,  the  bureau  has  no  objection  to  his  employment,  bat 
it  has  no  one  special! v  in  view  for  that  position. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 
(S'gn'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Burtau. 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Com'd'l  JViary-Fard,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  8.  Nat^^'Yard,  League  Island,  April  21, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

THOS.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  Clerk. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

Philadelphia,  Ibth  OctW,  187S. 

Sir  :  You  will  submit  to  me  for  my  approval  and  the  approval  of  the  Bureau  of  On- 
struct  ion  &,  Repair,  the  number  of  men  and  rates  of  pay  yon  would  propose  for  tbe 
officers  and  crew  of  the  chartered  ferry-boat  "  Burlington,"  which  is  to  be  run  it  tbe 
expense  of  the  construction  department. 

You  will  further  estimato  ana  report  to  me  what  will  probably  be  the  monthly  ron* 
ning  expense  of  the  boat. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

Commodore  Comm^St 
Ass't  Naval  Constructor  J.  B.  Hoover,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy- Yard,  PhikuTa. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S,  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Aprii  21,  187& 
I  ceitify  tbe  above  is  a  trae  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chirf  ClerL 
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Naval  Constructor's  Office, 

U.  S.  Navy-Yard,  Philad'aj  Oct  16<*,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  order  of  the  15th  inst.,  I  have  to  say  that  it  is  proposed  to 
employ  the  following  persons  on  the  chartered  ferry-boat  **  Burlington/'  viz : 

1  captain  ^2)15  00  per  diem. 

lengineer "    3  00    "       " 

1  wheelman "    3  00    "      " 

Ifireman  "    2  60    "      " 

As  per  schedule  of  wages  for  the  present  quarter. 

3  deck-hands,  "j 

1  oiler,  I  Employed  as  laborers,  detailed  to  the  boat  and  paid  as  detailed  la- 

1  cook,  [  borers,  per  schedule,  which  at  present  is  12.00  per  diem.        ^ 

1  steward,        J 

The  estimated  expense  for  running  the  boat,  monthly,  is  about  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, (11,500.)    - 

I  am,  sir,  very  re8i>ectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 

(S'gn'd)  JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 

AssU  N.  Constructor,  U,  S.  N. 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble.  U.  S.  N., 

Comm'dH  Navy- Yard,  Fhilad'a, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
17.  8.  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  April  21, 1876. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BES8ELIEVRE, 

Chief  Cleric. 

Camden,  N.  J.,  Oct,  ^ih,  1875. 
Com.  Preble  : 

Deab  Sm :  Referring  to  the  St.  Burlington,  would       that,  if  you  find  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  operating  her,  would,  at  your  request,  and  free  of  charge,  either  call  in 
X>er8on  or  send  a  competent  man  from  the  works  to  demonstrate  to  you  that  she  is  all 
right  and  perfect  to  handle. 
Res*t, 

WOOD,  DIALOGUE  &  CO., 
Per  J.  H.  D. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  8.  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  April  21, 1876. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  aerk. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
r.  8.  Navy- Yard,  PhilatPa.,  Nov,  1st,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  of  Mess'e'rs  "  Dialogue  and  Wood,''  dated  26th  ulto.,  rela- 
tive to  the  condition  of  the  ferry-boat  **  Burlington,"  I  have  to  recommend  that  they 
be  requested  to  make  such  repairs  to  the  "  smoke-stack  "  as  may  be  necessary,  the  same 
being  in  a  dangerous  condition  at  present.    New  beU-wires  (engine)  are  also  required. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 
(S'gn'd,)  JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 

Ass't  N,  Constructor,  U,  JS,  N, 
Commodore  Gro.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Comm'dH  Navy-Yard,  Philad'a. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  8,  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  April  21,  1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  Cleric, 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

ApHl  4, 1876. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  No.  71,  relative  to  the  Burlington? 
you  will  keep  her  in  use  ifntil  further  instructed  by  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells, 

Commandant  Navy-Tard,  League  Island, 
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Navy  DepARXMENT, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

Nov.  3rd,  1874. 

Sir  :  The  bureaa's  offer  of  $8,500  for  the  Bteam-yacht  Sea-Weed  having  been  accepted 
by  her  owner,  Mr.  Edwin  A.  Gaskill,  he  has  been  instnicted  to  deliver  her  to  yon,  and 
when  80  delivered  yon  will  please  have  her  received  accordingly. 

The  gradual  moving  of  timber  and  other  materials,  with  machinery  and  tools,  from 
the  yara  ander  yoar  command  to  Leaffxie  Island,  has  been  directed  by  the  Department 
so  far  as  relates  to  this  bnrean ;  and  Tor  the  purpose  of  facilitating  in  towing  timber- 
rafts,  loaded  scows,  machinery  and  tools,  and  transporting  workmen,  the  tug  Sea- Weed 
has  been  purchased  by  this  bureau,  and  in  order  to  make  it  as  light  as  possible  yon 
will  please  direct  the  naval  constructor  to  have  her  kept  ready  for  that  purpose,  who 
will  select  an  engineer,  fireman,  and  pilot,  from  those  on  toe  constrnctiou-rolls,  to 
be  employed  in  the  yard  when  not  engaged  in  running  the  tug. 

The  seller  has  been  instructed  to  hand  to  you,  when  turning  over  the  boat,  the  nsnal 
bill  of  sale  to  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  received,  yoa 
will  please  transmit  to  the  Durean. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obed't  serv't, 

(S'gn'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  JiitreoM. 

Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Command'i  Navy-Tardf  PhiUidelphiaf  Pa, 

,  Naval  Constructor's  Ofucb, 

TJ,  S.  Kavy-Yardj  League  Ulandj  April  21, 1876. 
I  certify  the  within  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Ckitf  Ckrk, 


Nayv  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

November  5(ft,  1S74. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  (No.  176,)  you  will  please  direct  thtt 
the  Sea  Weed  be  made  perfectly  tight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 

(S^gn'd)  I.  HAKSCOM, 

Chitf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandantf  Nary-Yard^  PhUaSa. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S.  Navy-Yardf  League  hland,  April  21,  1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Ckirf  Cleric 


Comm'd't*8  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

Philadelphiay  Nov'r  5<*,  1S74. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  an  inventory,  in  duplicate,  of  all  the  articles  now  on  board  the 
€ea  Weed,  and  transmit  it  to  me  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Respectfully,  &c., 
(S^gn'd)  GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

Commodore^  Comman^i, 
Naval  Constructor  E.  Hartt,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy 'Yard  J  Philad'a, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S,  Navy-Yardf  League  Ulandf  April  21, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

Wbl  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chirf  Clerk. 

Inventory  of  articles  on  hoard  Sea  Weed. 

FURNITURE,  4C. 

3  cushions.  1  high  stool.  3  counterpanes. 

1  pair  curtains.  10  life-preservers.  2  towels. 

12  camp-stools.  1  set  of  awnings.  1  looking-glass. 

1  table-cover.  T  \AswiV'e!^.  1  picture. 

2  pillow-cases.  \\>«A^-«V>x^^^.  V%«x»^^\i^x\3Kv-%A.r«i^ 
1  set  of  colors.                        Q> '^WVo'*??^. 
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9  golileta. 
1  pitcher. 

1  caster. 

15  cups  and  saucers. 

2  salt-cellars. 

3  meat-dishes. 
2  salvers. 

1  butcher-knife. 

2  coffee-pots. 

2  tin  boilers. 
1  ice-pick. 

1  set  of  rnoning-lights. 

2  lamp-ohimneys. 

3  axes. 

2  branch-pipes. 

1  fire-shovel. 

1  length  gum  hose. 


DISHES,  AC. 

1  bread-roller. 
1  basket. 

1  water-cooler. 
25  dishes. 

6  soup-dishes. 

6  breakfast-dishes. 

2  sugar-bowls. 

5  vegetable-dishes. 

COOKING  UTENSILS. 

1  tin  kettle. 
2  cooking-pans. 
1  tea-pot. 

LAMPS,  AC, 

1  cabin-chandelier. 
5  lamps. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1  ash-buoket. 

1  anchor  and  chain. 

1  compass  and  box. 


1  cream-cup. 

1  lemon-squeezer. 

1  case  knives. 

1  potatoe-masher. 

1  chopping-kuife  and  tray. 

1  coffee-mill. 


1  tea-can. 
1  sauce-pan. 


1  lot  lamp-wicks. 


1  set  fire-tools. 

6  water-buckets. 

1  dust-pan  and  brush. 


1  hatchet. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S.  Navy-Yardj  League  Island^  April  21, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  Clerk, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Constkuction  and  Rkpair, 

JSov,  (jih,  1874. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  No.  179,  forwarding  bill  of  sale,  enroll- 
ment and  license  of  the  steam-yacht  "  Sea  Weed,"  you  will  please  have  bills  made  for 
$8,500,  in  favor  of  the  owners  of  that  vessel,  upon  their  furnishing  you  with  satisfac- 
tory evidence  from  the  proper  custom-house  that  there  are  no  liens  upon  her. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  sorv't, 
(S'gn'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 
Com'd't,  Navy- Yard,  Philad'a, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S,  Navy 'Yard  J  League  Island,  April  21,  1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  Clerk, 
Bill  made  for  |8,500,  under  date  Nov.  10th,  1871. 


Custom-House,  Norfolk,  Va., 

Collector' e  Offive,  November  ifth,  1874. 

I  hereby  certify  that  there  are  no  mortgrages  or  other  liens  recorded  in  the  books  of 
this  office  against  the  steam-yacht  "  Sea  Weed,"  26-^f^  tons  burthen.  Official  number, 
115,254  ;  owned  by  Baird,  Roper  <&  Co.,  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

[SEAL.]  GEO.  W.  BLACK, 

A,  Deputy  Collector, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S,  Navy- Yard,  league  Island,  April  21,  1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  Clerk, 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  22n<!,  1874. 
To  the  Commandant  Navy- Yard,  PhilcuPa  : 

Mr.  Warburton  is  to  be  the  engineer  of  the  Sea  Weed. 

(S'gn'd)  \,^1^'$.^Q^^ 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt  3 29 
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I  certify  thp  above  is  a  true  copy. 


Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  8.  Navy-Yard,  League  Island,  April  21,  ll?76. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIE\^E, 

ChUf  Cleri. 


Statement  ahotcing  quantities,  ^c,  of  material  delivered  to  contractors  for  repairt  to  mm 

torSf  4'C' 

DELIVERED  TO  CRAMP  &  SON. 


Date  of 
delivery. 

Articles. 

Weights. 

Orders,  See. 

1874. 
Jan.     93 

14  onrved  bars,  iron,  5  by  11  inches. 
2  3-inch  plates,  iron 

Pound*. 
50.195 

6,725 

Bnrean  of  Constmction  and  Repairs.  Janiui 
6, 1874. 
Do. 

Mav     89 

12  coDoer  ventilators 

Bareaa  of  Constmotlon  and  Repairs.  Api 
25, 1874,  for  repairs  to  monitor  Kantocket 
Do. 

1  Hvattlisht 

1  bell 

Do. 

8  boat-davits 

Do. 

3  hatch-davits 

Do. 

81  litV-line  stanchions 

Do. 

5  l>oat  and  hatch  davits 

Do. 

3  iron  turret  ladders 

Do. 

82  brass  reuisters 

Da 

DELIVERED  TO  HARLAN  &  HOLLINGSWORTH  CO. 


1874. 
Jan.     12 

Feb.     17 

May     12 


18  curved  bars,  iron,  5  by  11  inches. 

2  3-inch  plates,  iron 

12  copper  ventilators 


18  air-refdsters. 

34  feratings 

1  ealley-pnnip.. 
1  Hyatt  light... 


2  hatch-coamings 

1  steering-wheel 

1  bell 

8  boat-davits 

3  hatch-davits 

1  tinibor-head 

36  pieces  live-oak,  275  cubic  feet 


64.605 
6,605 


Bnrean  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Janna 

6.  1874. 
Letter  of  Mr.  Steele,  naval  constmctor,  Jai 

ary,  25, 1874. 
Bun-an  of  Construction  and  Repair,  April 
1874,  for  repairs  to  mopitor  Passaic 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Delivered  per  order  of  bareaa  dated  A| 
25, 1874,  for  use  on  monitor  Lehigh. 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
For  use  on  new  sloops  building  at  their  ya 
per  order  of  boreaa  dated  May  19, 187*4. 


DELIVERED  TO  JOHN  ROACH. 


1874. 
Jan.     14 


Apr.    13 


14  curved  bars,  iron,  5  by  11  inches 
2  3-inch  plates,  iron 


8  boat-davits 

20  rail-stanchions 

19  awning-stanchions 

3  battle-hatch  covers 

1  propeller- well  cover 

1  ancDor-well  cover 

24  deck-light  battle-plates 

8  large  light  battle-plates 

2  tillers 

1  anchor-chain  wheel 

10  eye-lK>lts 

3  hatch-davits 

3  chocks 

1  lot  of  rail  pnd  rods  for  canopies 
1  round  Hyatt  light 

4  ven tilatdrs 

1  lever  for  battle-hatch , 

1  triiKMl  for  flag-staff 

80  half  rims 

1  piece  of  bnlk-bead , 

1  \ot  ol  smaW'^Wcna , 


50,468 
6,665 


Bureau  order  of  Jannarr  6,  1874. 
Per  bureau's  order  of  Febniarj-  85,  1874, 
repairs  to  monitor  Pasaaio. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
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Stalement  showing  quantities,  ifc,  of  material  delivered  to  contractors,  tf c. — Continned. 


Date  of 
delivery. 


1874. 
Apr.    90 


May    16 


May    19 


May     87 


Sept.     9 


Articles. 


Lot  of  copper  pipe. 


Lot  of  oompositioQ  reKistem 

Lot  of  composition  rims 

Lot  of  composition  rivets 

Lot  of  composition  screws 

Lot  of  somposition  hatch-frames.. 
Lot  of  composition  Hyatt  liffht, 

roand. 
Lot  of  composition  deck*plate  . . . . 

13  deck-URhts 

47  gratings 

25  air-registers 

Shells 

46  copper  ventilators 

4  Hyatt  lights 

3  galley-pamps,  hroken 

11  awuing-stanchions 

3  ridge-poles 

6  life-line  stanchions 

16  door  locks  and  knobs 

31  spring-clutches 

18  binges,  brass 

56  porcelain  knobs  for  drawers . 

61  drawer- locks,  brass 

1  lot  of  brass  screws 

59  hatch-handles,  brass 

17  mortise-Icicks 

47  drawer-locks 

13  brass  keepers 

33  porcelain  escutcheons 

49  brass  escutcheons 

6  small  brass  bolts 

30  plate-bnttous,  brass 

19  brass  hinges 

64  porcelain  Knobs 

I  lot  of  brass  screws  ... .  ■ 

II  boat-davits 

4 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 


hatch-<lavits 

anchor-davit 

rifle-shot  protector 

hatch-coamings 

skeleton  for  ash-shnte 

awning-stanchion 

rail  stanchion 

hatch-lever 

17  awning  and  rail  stanchions. . . 

14  boat-davits 

14  iron  stringers,  5  by  11  inches  . 

3  iron  3-inch  plates 

46  pieces  liveK>ak,  353  cnbic  feet. 


S3  brass  registers 
Ibell 


Weight. 


Orders,  &jq. 


Poundt. 
117 

a3 

35 

27 

4 

450 
80 

80 


.50,695 
6,665 


Per  order  of  bnrean  of  April  25,  1874,  for  re- 
pairs  to  monitors  Nahant,  Jason,  and  Passaic. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Da 

Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Da 

^  Do. 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
Da 

1)0. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 
?  Per  order  of  bnrean,  Jannary  6, 1874,  for  Pas- 
5     saic. 
Per  order  of  bnrean  of  May  19, 1674,  for  new 

sloops. 
Per  order  of  bnrean  of  May  19, 1874,  for  Pas- 
saic. 

Da 


Respeotfally  submitted. 


JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 
Assistant  Xaval  Constructor,  United  States  Navy. 


The  foregoing  iDformatioii  famished  in  accordance  with  reqnest  of  the  chairman  of 
the  congressional  committee  of  investigation,  through  the  chief  clerk  of  construction 
department. 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 
Naval  Constructor,  United  States  Navy. 


COMMANDANl'S  OFFICE, 

Naval  Station,  League  Island,  April  22,  1H76. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne,  chairman  Naval  Committee. 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Cajptain,  Commandant, 
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Commandant's  Office,  United  States  Naval  Station, 

League  Island,  April  22, 1S76. 
Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne, 

Chairman  of  Naval  Committeey  Oirard  Houw,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  20th  instant,  I  herewith  incloM 
yon  the  following  information,  viz : 

Sums  of  money  paid  or  chargeable  to  the  Huron,  Alert,  and  Ranger,  famished  from 
the  books ;  value  of  the  material  and  labor  of  all  the  departments,  furnished  by  the 
Government ;  sails  and  rigging,  (value  of  them,)  with  labor. 
Report  of  quantity  of  locust  on  hand. 

Anion ut  of  bills  approved  and  paid  to  Geo.  F.  Wallace  since  1872,  for  lumber  and 
timber. 

Copies  of  correspondence  relating  to  the  purchase  and  management  of  the  Seaweed. 
Copies  of  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  niring  of  the  Burlington  ;  statement  eliow- 
ing  the  amount  paid  to  the  officers  and  crew  since  she  has  been  used. 

Copies  of  correspondence  and  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  funiish- 
ing  letters  and  books  to  committee. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Captain,  Commandant 
P.  S. — Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  these. 

C.  H.  W. 


No.  56.]  Commandant's  Office,  United  Stated  Navy- Yard, 

League  Inland,  April  8,  1876. 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Robeson, 

Sea-etary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that,  in  answer  to  a  summons  served  on  me 
yesterday,  I  appeared  this  morniug  before  the  naval  investigating  comniitt-ee,  of  which 
Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne  is  chairman,  and  was  directed  by  that  gentleman  to  send  to 
the  committee,  at  the  Girard  House,  Philadelphia,  the  letter-book  of  this  office  for  1872, 
1873,  1874,  and  1875,  which  I  have  done,  as  I  supposed  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  this  committee  should  be  offered  every  facility  while  proceeding  with  their 
investigation. 

I  was  also  directed  by-Mr.  Whitthorne  to  furnish  the  number  of  clerks,  writers,  in- 
spectors, and  employes  of  all  description  and  classes  in  each  department  at  the  Piiils- 
delphia  and  Leugue  Island  navy-yards  in  October,  1872,  1873,  1874,  and  1875,  and  also 
the  number  of  clerks,  writers,  and  inspectors,  by  name  aud  class,  now.  These  I  am 
having  prepared,  and  will  forward  t^em  on  Monday  next. 

I  am  to  appear  again  on  Monday  next  at  10  a.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  WELIA 
Captain,  Commandant, 


Navy  Department, 
Washington,  April  10,  1876. 

Sir  ;,  Your  commnnication  of  the  8th  instant.  No.  56,  reporting  yoar  appearance  be- 
fore tb('  naval  investigating  committee,  &c.,  has  been  received. 
The  Department  approves  your  course. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Narji, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells, 

Commandant  Navy-Tard,  Philadelphia^ 


[Telegram.] 


No.  1711  Soxjth  Broad  Street, 

Philadelphia,  April  11, 1876. 
Secretary  of  thr  Navy, 

Washington,  D,  C, : 

Committee  of  the  House  Naval  Committee  request  to  be  furnished  with  the  presi- 
letter  books  and  ot^et-^io^iV%  m  ^\ftw^\-«ii^meering  for  the  past  three  yean»,  and  the 
contracts  for  vork  uovf  \iev\i^^io\a^\«Aft^iQitQiQN«6\:vi\stfb\iX»\^ 
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Shall  I  send  the  bookSj'as  requested  by  committee,  to  Girard  Hotel,  \vhere  they  sit  f 
Was  my  action  on  the  8th  instant  approved,  in  furnishing  the  books  of  the  office,  as 
reported  officially  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  f    Please  answer. 

C.  H.  WELLS, 

Commandant 


r  Telegram.  J 


To  Capt.  C.  H.  Wells, 

Commandant : 


Washington,  D,  C,  4, 11, 1876. 


Yoor  telegram  received.    Give  the  committee  all  the  books  they  want. 

GEO   M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Naval  Constructor's  Office, 

United  States  Navy-Yard, 
League  Island^  April  21,  1876. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  directions  received  this  date,  I  herewith  furnish  the  follow- 
ing information : 

Amount  of  locust  timber  on  hand,  as  per  books 2, 484|  en.  ft. 

Amount  of  locast  (treenails)  on  hand,  as  per  books 207, 101  pieces. 

Value  of  labor  and  material  furnished  by  the  Government  for  the  following  vessels  ^  as  per 

books. 


Haron  . 
Sanger 
Alert .. 


Material. 


$8,917  16 

2,069  26 

10,  529  23 


Labor. 


$19,030  40 

3,829  ^ 

13, 299  07 


Amount  of  bills  paid  to  Geo.  T.  Wallace  since  1872  for  timber  and  Inm- 
ber,  total ^ $19,525  95 

Amounts  paid  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Burlington  since  she  has  been  in  use : 

Captain $917  SO 

Crew 3,008  66 


Total 3,926  16 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 
Assistant  Naval  Constructor^  U.  5.  N. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard f  League  Island,  Pa. 


Equipment  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

Philadelphia,  Apnl  22, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  sums  of  money  and  value  of  material  chargeable 
to  the  following-named  vessels.    This  work  was  not  to  be  done  by  contractors. 


Name  of  vessel. 

MiUerial. 

Labor. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

United  States  steamer  Alert. .. 
United  Stat-es  steamer  Huron.. 
United  States  steamer  Ranger  . 

$20. 556  78 

13,  997  58 

7,312  15 

$10,588  14 
7,  8.'52  88 
5,685  17 

131, 144  92 
21,  850  46 
12,997  32 

Barkrise:ed. 
Scbooner-rif^ced. 
Schooner-rigged,  (not  completed.) 

Total 

41.866  51 

34, 126  19 

65, 992  70 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

BYRON  WILSON, 
Commander  U,  S,  N,,  Equipment  Officer, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. 
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Equipment  Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

PhiUxdelpkia,  Jpril  22,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  cost  of  the  sails  and  rigging  of  the  following- 
named  vcsiiels.    This  work  was  not  to  be  done  by  contractors. 


8AILA. 


Name. 

Material. 

Labor. 

Total. 

Reroarka 

• 

Uoite*!  Statts  steamer  Alert 

T''iiit»'>tl  St^tt'8  steamer  Huron  ............. 

$4, 356  34 
3, 333  36 
3,624  49 

13,306  51 
2,344  79 
2,414  23 

17.662  85 
5,678  15 
6.038  72 

Bark-rigj^ed. 
Sch(K>ner-ri;;ged. 

TTnitetl  States  steamer  Kaofirer  ............. 

Do. 

Total 

11,314  19 

8.065  53 

19, 379  72 

RIOGIKO. 


CTiiited  States  steamer  Alert. .. 
'D'uited  States  steamer  Huron. 
United  States  steamer  Ranger 


Total 


$1.3, 942  30 
7,250  12 
3,  t:72  88 


25. 065  30 


$3. 910  71 
2, 932  35 
2,121  39 


117, 853  01 

10, 182  47 

5,994  27 


8, 961  45  I    34, 029  75 


Bark-rigeed. 
Sebooner-rij^ged. 
Schonnt^r  rijiged,  (not 
completed.) 


Very  respectfally,  A^c, 

BYRON  WILSON, 
Commander  United  States  Navy,  Equipment  Officer, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nary-  Yard,  League  Island,  Pa, 


Statement  of  labor  and  material  expended  <m  United  States  steamers  Alert j  Huron^  and  Ban- 
ger j  at  the  United  States  navy-yard,  Philadelphia,  not  required  by  contract. 


,  UNITED  8TATS8  STEADIER  ALERT. 


Steam  trial,  oil.  waste,  Sec 

Eiij^ne  water-traps,  tittiugs  for. 

Bo :Iers,  packing,  &o 

Snioke-stack 

Radiators 


Material. 

Labor. 

Total 

#237  91 
16  43 
39  41 

$420  90 
198  83 

1658  11 

215  96 
39  41 

65  50 

65  50 

1,257  34 

1  257  34 

1,551  09 

664  53 

2,835  62 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  HURON. 


Steam  triel.  oil,  waste,  &.c. . .'. 

Eagiuo,  fittiugs  for,  water-traps,  and  packing,  (asbestos^. 

Suiojje-stack,  iron  and  rivets,  altering  stack 

Rndiators,  (price) 

Water- traps,  (piice) .' 


#150  19 

82  39 

18  52 

1.214  58 

176  47 

1323  60 
279  96 
334  94 

1, 643  IS 

938  50 

1 

♦473  79 

362  35 

353  46 

1.214  58 

176  47 

2,580  65 


UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  RANGER. 


Water- traps,  material $175  00 


Very  respectfully, 

BENJN.  F.  GARVIN, 
Chirf  Engineery  United  States  Sary, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Weixs,\1.^.^., 

Commandant  UnUed  Staler  ^at\j-TaTd,T.«»^\kAl%\aw^^Y<v. 
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Navigation  Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  Islandy  JPa.,  April  21,  1876. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  fitting  out  the  Alert  and  Huron  : 


Name  of  vessel. 

Labor. 

Material. 

Alert  

1241  68 
279  97 

$80  15 

Huron  ....a. ... --     

162  58 

Total 

521  65 

242  73 

No  orders  have  been  received  for  fitting  out  the  Ranger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  CROMWELL, 
Commander  and  Navigation  Officer, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  League  Island^  Pa. 


Ordnance  Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  Islandj  April  21, 1876. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  material  and  labor  in  fitting  out 
the  Alert  and  Huron  : 


Name  of  vessel. 

Labor. 

Material. 

Alert 

$.92.3  61 

824  Ori 

$980  45 

Huron....! - 

1,065  56 

1, 647  69 

2, 046  01 

No  orders  have  been  received  for  fitting  out  the  Ranger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•B.  J.  CROMWELL, 
Commander  and  Inspector  of  Ordnance, 
Capt  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nacy-Yardf  League  Islandj  Pa. 


Office  or  Chief  Engineer, 
United  States  Navy- Yard,  League  Island, 

Philadelphia,  March  12,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inform  yon  that  the  weights  of  metal  delivered  to  John  Roach  <& 
Son  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Machinery  of  Nebraska  and  Suncook  : 

Poandii. 

Shafting \ ia5,364 

Wrought  iron 125, 245 

Cast  iron 107,056 

Composition * 101,681 

Copper 10,266 

Total 529,612 

The  weight  of  two  of  the  Nebraska  boilers  delivered  Messrs.  Cramp  &  Son  was 
75^^g  tons. 

The  terms  on  which  the  above  metal  was  delivered  are  not  known  to  this  depart- 
ment.   No  metal  has  been  delivered  to  Pennock  &  Co.  or  Seyfert,  McMauns  &  Ca. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJN.  F.  GARVIN, 
Chief  Engineer^  United  JStates  Navy, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  United  States  Navy-Yard,  League  Island, 
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Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
United  States  Navy- Yard,  League  Island, 

April  12, 1876. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  order  of  this  date,  I  herewith  furnish  statement  of  amouDts 
of  iron,  &c.,  turned  over  to  the  parties  named  : 


• 
Date  of  order. 

Claaa  of  material. 

Aggregate. 

To  whom  delivered. 

Iron. 

Compo' 
sition. 

Iron. 

Compo- 
sition. 

Bemarks. 

• 

C.  E.  Pennock  &  Co 

Jan.    6, 1874 

Oct.  29.1874 
July  31, 1874 
Aug.  12, 1875 
Feb.  14  and 
Mar.  7, 1874. 
Nov.    7,1874 
Apr.    2,1875 

July  30, 1875 

Aag.27,1875 

Pounds. 
825,575 

1, 521. 703 

1,424,2!»6 

2:».  938 

1, 030. 280 

877,080 
659,960 

343.556 

1, 627, 905 

Pounds. 
4,985 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Delivered  at  If  c«nt«peT 
pound;    to  be  paid  for 
in  iron  at  8  oenta  per 
pound. 
Do. 

Do 

'3.*  77  i.'. 574 
235,938 

4,985 

Do 

Do. 

John  Roach 

Sevfert,  McMauus 

No  terms  furnished. 

&^Co. 
Do 

..... 

&Co. 
3  tons  of  old  for  1  of  neir. 

Do 

Same  terms  as  Pennock 

Do 

6uCo. 
Same    terms  as  that 

Do 

4. 538, 781 

hitlierto  deliv*«red. 

Total 

8, 546. 293 

4.985 

8. 546, 293 

4,985 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

JSaval  CoHstructor^  U.  S.  X 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  8.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yardf  League  Island^  Pa,  * 


Bills  paid  to  N,  McKay  for  removing  the  ahip-houses^  cfc 

October  12,  1875. —Account,  removing  ship- houses $5,000  00 

October  25, 1875. — Account,  removing  ship-houses 5, 000  00 

November  9, 1875 5,000  00  . 

November  26, 1875 ». 5,000  00 

January  21,  1876 5,000  00 

April  4,  1876 2.264  S2 


Amount  of  contract 3#,000  00 

February  14, 1876.— Tinning  roof  of  small  ship-house 1, 433  02 

December  2, 1875. — Removing  stores 13,250  00 

December  15, 1875.— Removing  stores 13,2)0  00 

Total 26,500  00 

January  10. — Removing  balance  of  materials 10,000  00 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Steam- Engixekrixg, 

Washington,  March  24,  1876. 

Sir:  The  report  of  survey  inclosed  in  yonr  letter,  No.  38,  of  the  23d  instant,  upon 
the  machinery  of  the  Seawe«>d  is  approved,  and  you  will  please  obtain  bids  from  sev- 
eral  responHible  persons  in  the  business  for  the  work  of  putting  the  boiler  in  order  as 
recommended.  Accept  the  price  of  the  lowest  bidder  and  have  the  work  performed  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  W.  WOOD, 

Cki^  of  Bureau, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wei.us,\3.  ^.^., 

Commandant  Naty-Yard,  Iaoqv*  l%V<wi^^Pa* 
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Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
United  States  Navy-Yard,  League  Island, 

March  27, 1876. 

Messrs.  Williamson  Brothers,  . 

Comer  Richmond  and  York  Streets  : 

'  Gentlemen  :  Yon  are  respectfully  requested  to  fnmish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
makiug  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  machinery  of  the  tng  Seaweed,  now  lying  at  this 
navy-yai'd. 

The  natnre  of  these  repairs  is  set  forth  in  a  report  of  sarvey,  now  on  file  and  to  be 
seen  at  thid  ofSce,  between  the  hours  of  10  a.  m.  and  2  p.  m.,  the  work  to  be  commenced 
within  two  clays  after  receiving  the  contract,  and  to  be  completed  in  fifteen  days  after 
the  work  is  commeneed.  Bids  to  be  addressed  to  Capt.  Clark  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N.,  com- 
mandant navy-yard,  Leagne  Island,  Pa. 
Very  respectfnlly,  &c., 

BENJN.  F.  GARVIN, 
Chief  Engineer,  U.  S,  N. 
Forwarded. 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Captain,  Commandant 


WiLLLkMSON  Brothers,  Engine  and  Boiler  Works,  <&c., 

Corner  Richmond  and  York  Streets, 

Philadelphia,  March  30,  1K76. 

Capt.  Ci^RK  H  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  League  Island  Navy-Yard : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  to  your  request  of  the  27th  instant,  we  will  agree  to  disconnect 
the  boiler  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Seaweed  at  the  navy-yard,  League 
Island,  and  haul  it  to  our  works,  (the  employ^  of  the  navy-yard  to  deliver  it  from 
the  hull  to  the  truck,)  where  we  will  renew  the  upper  tube-sheet  and  fit  therein  new 
tubes,  also  repair  the  side  sheet  of  fnruace,  after  which  we  will  have  the  boiler  on 
board  and  connect  it  in  place  for  the  sum  of  $440. 

Hoping  to  receive  your  order  for  the  above,  we  remain,  yours  trulv, 

WILLIAMSON  BROS. 


Office  of  Chief  Engineer 
United  States  Navy- Yard,  League  Island, 

April  C,  1876. 
Messrs.  Williamson  Brothers  : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  bid  to  make  the  repairs  on  the  tng  Seawood  for  the  sum  of  |440 
has  been  accepted.     The  work  to  be  completed  in  the  time  stated  in  the  proposal 
addresse<l  to  you  on  the  27th  ultimo. 
Very  respectfully,  &o., 

BENJAMIN  F.  GARVIN, 

Chief  Engineet,  U.  8.  N, 

Forwarded.    The  work  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  Passed  Assistant  En- 
gineer A.  Adamson,  U.  S.  N. 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Captain,  Commandant 


Commandant's  Office,  United  States  Naval  Station, 

League  Island,  April  12,  1876. 

Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee,  Crirard  House,  Philadelphia,  Pa, : 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  10th 
instant,  I  herewith  inclc»se  you  the  contracts  for  work  being  completed  for  the  Gov- 
ern men  t  in  Philadelphia  and  the  yard. 

The  steam-engineering  books  asked  for  have  been  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Valett6, 
chief  clerk  in  the  steam-engtneeriug  department. 

I  also  inclose  you  statements  of  iron  and  machinery  turned  over  to  John  Roach  and 
others,  as  requested. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

C.  H.  WELLS, 

Cnntnin.  fUynitn/i'udnnt. 


458  NAVAL   AFPAIE8, 

This  contract,  made  and  entered  into  this  ninth  (9)  day  of  November,  eighteen  ban- 
dred  and  seventy-five,  by  and  between  the  American  Dredging  Company  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  John  Somers,  president  of  said  company,  acting 
under  its  antbority  and  in  its  behalf,  as  principal,  and  William  Somers,  of  Camden, 
New  Jersey,  and  F.  B.  Colton,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  sureties  of  the  first  part,  and 
the  UnitedStates,  by  Commodore  John  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  N.,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  acting  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Navy  Department, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth — 

That,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  payments  hereinafter  mentioned  to  be  made  by 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  first  part  hereby  contract  and  agree  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
as  follows : 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  part  will  furnish  at  their  own  risk  and.  expense  all  tbe 
labor  and  materials,  and  the  use  of  all  the  machinery,  tools,  and  appliances  for  the 
execution  in  a  proper  and  workmanlike  manner  of  the  following-described  work  at 
the  United  St-ates  navy-yard  at  League  Island,  to  wit : 

All  the  pile- work,  timber,  grillage,  concrete  and  stone  and  brick  masonry,  for  the 
foundations  and  foundation- walls  of  all  the  buildings  to  be  removed  from  the  PhiU- 
delphia  navy-yard,  and  re-erected  at  League  Island  navy-yard,  upou  the  present  or 
such  modified  plans  as  the  Department  may  determine. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  further  agree  that  they  will  construct  and  com- 
plete the  said  work  according  to  the  specifications  hereunto  annexed,  which  specifica- 
tions are  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  contract ;  and  according  to  approved  plans  filed 
in  the  ofiice  of  the  civil  engineer  at  League  Island,  and  will  commence  said  work 
within  twenty  (20 )* days  from  the  date  of  this  contract,  and  will  prosecute  the  said 
work  in  such  order  for.the  different  buildings  as  the  Navy  Department  shall  direct,  aDd 
as  vigorously  and  continuously  as  the  weather  will  permit  and  as  hereinafter  provided 
until  completion ;  and  will  deliver  unto  the  said  party  of  the  S4MK>nd  part  the  said 
work  entirely  completed  to  the  acceptance  of  the  civil  engineer  iu  charge  of  the  im*  • 
provemeutH  at  League  Island,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of  the  second  part, 
as  follows : 

The  foundations  for  the  commandant's  ofiice  building  on  or  before  March  first,  1876; 
the  foundations  for  the  four  dwelling-houses  known  as  officers'  quarters,  B,  C,  D,  and 
£,  on  or  before  June  1st,  1876;  and  the  foundations  for  each  of  the  other  buildings 
within  such  reasonable  time  from  the  commencement  of  each  foundation  as  the  Navy 
Department  shall  require. 

It  is  further  mutually  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  contract,  that  the  party  of  tbe 
second  part  shall  have  power  to  change,  enlarge,  or  diminish  the  buildings  to  be  re- 
erected,  and  for  which  the  foundations  herein  mentioned  are  to  be  constructed,  with*. 
out  any  additional  charge,  claim,  or  recourse  on  account  thereof,  by  the  parties  of  the 
first  part.    And  it  is  further  mutually  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  contract,  thotftl^ 
the  materials  furnished  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  be  of  the  best  quality  of 
their  kind  for  their  purpose,  and  all  the  labor  performed  shall  be  done  in  a  thoroaf^b 
and  workmanlike  manner;  and  all  materials  and  workmanship  shall  be  subject  to  the 
inspection  and  approval  or  rejection  of  the  civil  engineer  iu  charge  of  the  improve- 
ments at  League  Island  navy-yard,  who  shall  have  full  power,  at  any  time  during  tbe 
progress  of  the  works  to  reject  any  material  or  workmanship  which,  in  his  opinion,  is 
not  of  the  quality  hereinbefore  specified,  and  all  materials  so  rejected  shall  be  forth- 
with removed  from  the  premises,  and  all  work  so  rejected  shall  be  immediately  taken 
down  and  promptly  rebuilt  or  otherwise  made  acceptable  to  the  civil  engineer  in  charge; 
and  all  measurements  and  verifications  of  the  work  shall  be  determined  by  him,  hot  in 
case  of  dispute  his  decision  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  approval,  alteration 
or  rejection  of  the  commandant. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  contracts  and  agrees  that,  for  the  fall 
and  entire  completion  of  said  work  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications,  and  the 
stipulations  and  agreements  herein  made,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of  tbe 
second  part,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  American  Dredging  Company :  1st.  The  sum  of 
seventeen  (17)  dollars  per  lineal  foot  for  each  and  every  lineal  foot  of  foundation-walls 
with  foundations  complete  -  that  shall  have  been  built  according  to  the  terms  of  this 
contract  for  the  four  dwellings  on  the  north  side  of  the  Back  Channel.  2d.  The  sum 
of  twenty  (20)  dollars  per  lineal  foot  for  each  and  every  lineal  foot  of  foundation- walls 
with  foundations  complete  that  shall  have  been  constructed  upon  me^klow-sites  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  this  contract;  and,  3d.  The  sum  of  twenty-two  (22)  dollars  per 
lineal  foot  for  each  and  every  lineal  foot  of  foundation-walls,  with  foundations  com- 
plete, that  shall  have  been  constructed  upon  sites  at  grade,  according  to  the  terms  of 
this  contract.  And  said  sums  shall  be  paid  in  monthly  installments,  as  tbe  work  shall 
progress,  upon  estimates  of  the  value  of  materials  furnished  and  labor  performed  at 
the  end  of  each  calendar  month,  as  made  and  certified  by  the  civil  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  work.  And  wpow  the  euUre  onm^letion  of  the  work,  as  herein  stipulated  aod 
agreed,  all  of  said  Bvim&  \iei<:\\i  ^W^xA&Xa^  \a\^^  '^'«L\WX^aX^^lthen  remain  unpaid 
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sliall  be  paid  to  the  said  American  Dredging  CompaDy,  and  all  of  the  sums  herein  pro- 
vided to  be  paid  shall  be  paid  by  the  Navy  paymaster  at  Philadelphia  within  ten  (10) 
days  after  the  warrants  for  the  same  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  And  the  party  of  the  second  part  farther  contracts  and  Agrees  that  the 
parties  of  the  first  part  shall  have  the  free  use  of  the  Government  wharves,  hoisting- 
apparatus,  tracks,  cars,  locomotives,  and  stone-breaker  when  not  required  for  Ooveru- 
ment  use. 

And  this  contract  is  npon  the  express  condition  that  no  member  of  Congress  nor  any 
officer  or  agent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  a<lmitted  to  any  share  or 
part  of  said  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom,  or  has,  directly  or  indirectly, 
bad  any  agency  or  interest  in  procuring  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  agreed  upon  and  understood  by  the  parties  to  this  con- 
tract; that  no  extra  charge  for  any  modifications  or  changes  in  the  work  will  be  allowed 
unless  previously  agreed  upon  in  writing  by  the  parties,  and  no  modifications  or 
changes  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to  this  contract  shall  in  any  way  impair 
or  affect  its  validity. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  if  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  fail  to  complete 
this  contract  at  the  time  or  in  the  manner  specified  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  then  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall  have  full  power  to  enter  upon 
and  complete  the  work  at  the  expense  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

(S'g'd)  -  JOHN  S0MER8,    [seal.] 

Preat.  Amer.  Dredging  Co,' 
■      (SV^i)  WM.  SOMERS.      [seal.] 

(8'g'd)  F.  B.  COLTON.      [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Attest:     (S'g'd)        F.  C.  Prindle, -Sectj/. 

(S'gM)       Fkanklix  a.  Stratton, 

Civil  EngineeTy  U.  S,  X, 

I  hereby  certify  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  the  above-named  gnaran- 
tors  are  good  and  sufficient  as  sureties  for  the  amount  for  which  they  ofier  to  be 
securitv. 

(S'gM)  WM.  P.  ROBESON, 

AsaU  Collector  of  Customs, 


Specifications  for  foundations  and  foundation-walls  for  buildings  to  he  removed  from  thtPhiU 
adelphia  navy-yard  and  re-ei'tcted  at  League  Island  navy-yard. 

The  foundations  of  the  walls  will  consist  of  piles  capped  with  concrete  or  timber. 

The  pile  funndations  are  to  consist  of  rows  of  piles  spaced  as  shown  by  drawings. 

The  piles  to  be  of  sound  hemlock  timber  not  less  than  six  (0)  inches  in  diameter  at 
the  small  end,  to  be  firmly  driven  to  hard  bottom  by  Shaw's  patent  gunpowder  process, 
and  cut  oft*  at  half-tide  level. 

Arouud  these  piles  is  to  be  placed  hydraulic  concrete  fifteen  (15)  inches  thick  and  ex- 
tending from  three  (3)  inches  below  to  twelve  (12)  inches  above  the  heads  of  the  piles; 
the  concrete  is  to  be  composed  of  one  (1)  part  hydraulic  cement,  two  (2)  parts  clean, 
sharp  gravel,  and  three  parts  broken  stone;  to  be  of  the  width  shown  by  the  drawings, 
and  of  snch  a  width  as  to  inclose  ail  the  piles  in  the  rows,  and  to  be  firmly  rammed 
around  them. 

Upon  the  concrete  foundations,  walls  are  to  be  built  as  directed  :  the  outer  ones  be- 
ing of  stone-maMoury  laid  in  hydraulic  mortar  and  raised  to  the  bottom  of  the  subbase 
course  of  the  buildings,  and  the  inner  ones  of  stone  or  brick  masonry,  as  required  and' 
shown  by  the  drawings,  laid  in  hydraulic  njt)rtar  and  brought  up  to  the  bottom  of  the 
first  fioor  joists.  In  houses  B  and  C,  and  such  other  buildings  as  may  be  designated, 
instead  of  the  concrete,  is  to  be  laid  a  grillage  of  10  x  12  hemlock  timber,  halved  to- 
gether at  the  intersections  as  directed,  and  bolted  and  braced  as  shown,  and  the  braces 
to  be  spiked  as  directed.  The  cement  used  to  be  equal  to  the  Newark  and  Rosendale 
brand,  all  the  other  materials  to  be  also  of  the  best  quality  of  their  kind  ;  both  mate- 
rial and  workmanship  to  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  civil  engineer. 

No  concrete  or  stone  or  brick  masonry  shall  be  laid  in  freezing  weather.  And  any 
damage  incurred  by  freezing  shall  be  made  good  as  required  by  the  civil  engineer. 

Civil  Engineer's  Office, 
U.  S.  Xavy-Yardf  League  Island,  April  11,  1876. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  copy  of  contract  and  specifications  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
original. 

FRANKLIN  A.  STRATTON, 

Civil  Ent^ine^r^  L\  S.  N. 
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This  contract,  made  and  enterad  into  tliia  twenty'Dinth  Aaj  of  January,  in  ibe  jtu 
ot  our  Lonl  one  thnnaaud  eight  lionilred  auil  Baveoty-Bix,  liy  and  btttwecii  Williim  8. 
McGinley.  Tor  th«  firm  of  Austin  Obdyke  &  Co.,  of  tbe  city  of  Philitdulpbia,  in  tbt 
m&te  of  PeunRylvania,  of  the  fine  part,  and  Captain  CUrIc  H.  WeLln.  coninitunlul 
U.  S.  navy-yard,  League  Inland,  actiiiK  iiniler  the  auihurity  and  liy  direction  of  ibt 
Navy  Uepurtment,  Bnreau  of  Yards  and  Dciofca,  of  the  second  part,  wituewwth : 

Tbat,iu  coDBiderationof  the  payment  hereinafter  named,  the  partieaof  tbefinlput 
do  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  party  of  tbe  second  part,  that  the  raid  pwtin 
of  first  part  will  pnt  on  the  tin  on  tbe  roof  of  the  largo  ship-house  at  this  yHnl,>Dd 
paint  tbe  tin  inaida  with  one  coat,  and  uolside  with  one  coat  of  paint,  equal  to  Princc't 
metallic  paint. 

It  IB  further  understood  and  ogreeil  that  the  party  of  the  secood  part  agree*  to  bt- 
nish  the  tin,  solder,  nails,  and  rosin,  bnl  not  tbe  paint. 

It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  that  tbe  partir  of  tbe  first  port  will  perfunn  ibii 
work  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  under  the  supervision  of  the  civil  engineer  ai  tliii 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing  covenant,  the  party  of  the  eacond  part  doth  benb; 
covenant  and  agree  with  tbe  parties  of  tbe  first  part,  that  the  said  party  of  Ihe  s«ODd, 
acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  tbe  Navy  Department,  Uui'ean  of  Yards  and  Docks,  vtU, 
□pan  the  entire  completion  of  tbe  work  specitled  bereinbeforu,  pay  to  tbe  said  pirtio 
of  tbe  first  part,  npon  the  certificate  of  the  civil  engineer  of  this  yard,  thnt  all  th> 
oonditioiia  of  this  contract  have  been  complied  with  by  tbe  parties  of  the  tint  jut, 
the  Bain  of  three  dollars  per  square  of  one  hundred  square  feet,  in  the  lawful  Dinwf 
of  the  United  States. 

And  it  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  that  the  parties  of  the  flrst  part  shall  be  allumt 
to  commence  work  as  soon  as  the  civil  engineer  of  this  yard  shall  pronounce  tht  ro>f 
of  tbe  ship-bouse  ready  for  this  work,  and  finish  tbe  work  within  one  Dioath  from 


Id  witness  whereof  the  parties  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  twcntf- 
niuth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  sevet>ty-siK. 

(Signed)  AUSTIN  OBDYKE  &  CO.. 

WM.  B.  McGINLEY.      (sEU-l 
(Signed)  C.  H.  WELLS,  [se*l] 

Captain,  Commandant  Sacg-Yard,  Ltafue  Iilati. 
Witnees  as  to  the  Bignature  of  William  S.  McGinley, 
(Signed)  Franklih  A.  Strattos, 

CMI  UngiMer.  U.S. A'. 
Witoeas  as  to  the  signature  of  Captain  Clark  U.  Wells,  U.  8.  N., 
(Signed)  Wm.  J.  Manning, 

Cleric  to  Commandanl. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  tine  copy. 


This  contract  made  and  entered  into  this  fifth  (5)  day  of  November,  eighteen  bmi' 
died  and  sevenly-five,  by  aud  between  the  American  Dredging  Company,  of  Pbilad'l' 
pbia.  Pa.,  by  John  Somers,  president  of  aaid  company,  acting  under  its  authority  tii 
in  its  l>ebalf,  as  priucipal,  and  William  Sumt'r.i,  of  Camden,  Kuw,  Jersey,  and  t'.  B.  Cid- 
ton,  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  as  sureties  of  the  first  part,  and  the  ljnit«d  States,  by  Com- 
motlore  J.  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  N.,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yanls  &  Docks,  acting  nndn 
the  authority  aud  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  for  and  io  behalf  of  tbe  L'uitcd 
States,  of  the  second  part,  witnueseth  :        k 

That,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  payments  hereinafter  mentioned  to  be  made  hj 
the  Haid  party  of  the  second  part  unto  the  said  partiesaf  the  first  pari:.,  tbe  said  partits 
of  the  first  part  hereby  contract  and  agree  with  the  said  party  of  tbe  second  part  •> 

The  a^d  parties  of  the  first  part  will  furnish,  at  their  own  risk  and  expense,  all  th« 
labuF  and  malerinU,  and  tbe  use  of  all  the  machinery,  dredgtug- machines,  scows,  can, 
trucks,  tool H,  and  appi  ances,  inchidiug  lail-trackB  on  shore,  lor  tbe  necessary  eiecn- 
tion,  in  a  proper  and  workmanlike  manner,  of  tbe  following-described  work  at  th« 
United  States  navy-yard  at  League  Island,  to  wit:  For  dredging  and  exiravniing  s 
channel  eiity  feet  in  uniform  width  at  tbe  butlom,  and  with  a  depth  of  ten  (10)  feet  of 
water  at  low  tide,  from  the  west  end  of  the  back  channel  at  tbe  Scbuylkill  River,  along 
or  near  the  present  line  oF  channel  to  Bni:td  street ;  al.'to  u  channel  of  tbe  same  widlb 
aud  depth  aronnd  the  iron-dads  oa  they  now  lie;  and  also  for  dredging  and  eicavaliBg 
between  the  irun-cladB  as  they  now  He  and  Broad  street,  and  within  tbe  lines  of  tbe 
back  channel,  accot4\nft  to  tt«Bi^v^oveAv\»-vnjf  tbe  navy-yard,  such  oilditioual  widili 
and  depth  ot  cUannel  m  ui*^  \wj  ibi\q:v«»1\i^  Wa^aixaa  tS.  Xii.^&s,  wi4  D<Kka. 
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And  it  is  further  mntnaDy  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  contract — Ist,  that  the  ma- 
terials dredged  and  excavated  to  make  the  channel   hereinbefore  specitied,  shall  be 
"  thrown  anide  "  on  either  side  of  the  channel  by  the  dredging-machines,  without  scow- 
ing,  so  as  to  form  a  channel  of  the  specified  width  and  depth  from  the  western  end  of 
the  back  channel  to  the  iron-clails  ;  2d,  that  the  materials  dredgf  d  and  excavated  be- 
tween the  iron-clads  and  Broad  street  shall  be  '^scowed  away  ^^  and  dumped  at  such 
place  or  places  within  the  limits  of  the  League  Island  improvements    as  may  be  di- 
rected from  time  to  time,  by  the  civil  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work ;   3d,  that  any 
portion  or  all  of  the  materials  dredged  and  excavated  and  "scowed  away,"  as  provided 
m  the  2nd  clause  of  this  paragraph,  shall,  if  so  directed  by  the  civil  engineer,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  work  may  progress,  be  dumped  alongside  of  either  tramway,  now 
existing  to  the  west  of  Broad  street,  and  then  dredged  or  excavated  again,  placed  in 
cars,  transported  to  f'n<  h  point  or  points  and  dumped  in  such  manner  and  in  such 
quantities  at  different,  for  **  filling  in"  within  the' area  of  the  League  Island  improve- 
ments as  the  civil  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  contract  that  the  work  of 
dredging  aud  excavating  and  **  throwing  aside,"  to  form  the  channel  from  the  Schuyl- 
kill to  the  iron-clHds,  shall  be  commenced  immediately,  and  prosecuted  vigorously  and 
continuously,  and  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  within 
two  months  from  the  date  of  this  contract;  that  the  work  of  dredging  and  excavating 
aud  **  scowing  away  "  and  the  wot  k  of  transporting  in  cars  and  "  filling  in,"  as  specified 
in  the  2nd  and  3d  clauses  of  the  last  preceding  paragraph  of  this  contract,  shall 
be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  first  part  of  said  channel  shall  ha\e  been  completed,  as 
herein  specified,  and  prosecuted  as  rapidly  as  may  be  directed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
civil  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  but  not  so  as  to  require  the  use  of  more  than 
three  of  the  ordinary  dredging-machines  of  the  company  constantly  at  work. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  contract,  that  all  or  either 
of  the  dredging  and  excavating,  scowing,  transporting,  dumping,  and  filling  in,  or  any 
portion  of  the  same  or  of  either,  shall  be  suspended  at  any  time  and  again  commenced 
at  any  time  and  sus])ended  and  commenced  as  many  times,  or  suspended  indefinitely, 
as  the  party  of  the  second  part,  on  account  of  want  of  funds  or  other  cause  may  require, 
by  notice  in  writing  to  the  parties  of  tiie  first  part,  without  any  additional  charge, 
cost,  claim,  or  recourse  to  or  against  the  party  of  the  second  parr,  and  without  impair- 
ing or  afiectiug  the  validity  of  this  contract ;  and  further,  that  all  of  the  said  work  shall 
be  subject  to  the  supervision  and  inspection  and  approval  or  rejection  at  auy  time  of 
the  civil  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  and  all  measuremont«  and  verifications  of 
the  work  shall  be  determined  by  him,  but  in  case  of  dispute  his  decision  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  revision,  approval,  or  disapproval  of  his  superiors  in  office. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  contracts  and  agrees  that,  for  the  full  and 
entire  completion  of  this  contract  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of  the  second  part, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  American  Dredging  Company — 1st,  the  sum  of  twenty 
(20)  cents  per  cubic  yard  measured  in  the  dredging  dippers  or  scows  for  each  and  every 
cubic  yard  of  material  dredged  and  excavated  and  *'  thrown  aside"  by  the  dredging- 
Diachines  ;  2ud,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  (25)  cents  per  cubic  yard  measured  in  the 
dredging  dippers  or  scows  for  each  and  ever^  cubic  yard  of  material  dredged  and 
e^avated,  **scowed  away,"  and  dumped  within  the  limits  of  the  League  Island  im- 
provements where  the  civil  en|;ineer  may  direct ;  3d,  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  (28) 
cents  per  cubic  yard,  measured  in  the  cars  for  each  and  every  cubic  yard  of  materials 
dredged  alongside  of  the  tramways,  placed  in  cars,  transported  to  such  point  or  points 
and  (lumped  in  such  manner  as  the  civil  engineer  may  direct  within  one  hundred  (100) 
lineal  yards  from  the  line  of  the  present  embankment;  and  five  (5)  cent^  per  cubic 
yard  additional  thereto  for  each  and  every  cubic  yard  so  transported  and  dumped  for 
every  additional  one  hundred  (100)  lineal  yards,  or  fraction  thereof,  the  material  shall 
be  transported  as  required  by  the  civil  engineer ;  the  said  sums  to  be  paid  in  monthly 
installments  at  the  eud  of  each  calendar  month,  as  the  work  progresses,  upon  estimates 
and  measurements  made  and  certified  by  the  civil  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work ; 
and  when  this  contract  shall  have  been  complied  with,  and  so  certified  by  said  civil 
engineer,  then  the  amount  remaining  unpaid  shall  be  paid  to  the  American  Dredging 
Company,  and  all  the  sums  herein  provided  to  be  paid  shall  be  paid  by  the  Navy  pay- 
master at  Philadelphia  within  ten  (10)  days  after  warrants  for  the  same  shall  have 
been  passed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  further  contracts  and  agrees  that  the  parties  of  the 
first  part  shall  have  the  free  use  of  the  trestle-work  and  tramway  on  the  north  side  of 
the  back  channel  for  the  transportation  of  materials,  as  herein  specified. 

And  this  contract  is  upon  the  express  condition  that  no  member  of  Congress,  or  any 
otticer  or  agent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  be  admitted  to  any  Hhnre  or 
part  of  said  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom,  or  has,  directly  or  indirectly, 
had  any  agency  or  interest  in  procuring  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  agreed  upon  and  understood,  by  the  parties  to  this  con- 
tract, that  no  extra  charge  for  any  modifications  or  changes  in  the  work  will  be  allow ed. 
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unless  previously  agreed  upon,  in  writing,  by  the  parties ;  and  no  modifications  or 
changes  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to  this  contract  shall  in  any  way  impair 
or  a^ect  its  validity. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  if  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  fail  to  complete  this 
contract  at  the  time  or  in  the  manner  specified,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  then  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall  have  full  power  to  enter  apon  aod 
complete  the  work  at  the  expense  of  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

(S^d)      •  JOHN  S0MER8,       [seal] 

Prest  Amer.  Dredging  Co. 
(SVd)  WM.  SOMEKS.  [seal] 

(SVd)  F.  B.  COLTON.         [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of— 
Attest  (sgd.)    F.  C.  Prindle,  Sedy, 
(S'gd')  Franklin  A.  stratton,  Civ,  Eng.  U.  8,  N, 

I  hereby  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  above-named  gaaranton 
are  good  and  sufficient,  as  sureties,  for  the  amount  for  which  they  offer  to  be  secirity. 
(S^d)  WM.  P.  ROBKSON, 

J$8t  Collector  of  Cuttomi, 

CrvTL  Enginkkr*8  Office, 
r.  S,  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  contract. 

FRiNKLIN  A.  STRATTON, 

Civil  Engineer,  U,  5.  ^V. 


White-oak  kneee. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington  f  March  20, 1873. 

The  following  instructions  will  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  inspection  and  par- 
chase  of  white-oak  knees,  at  the  respective  navy-yards  named  herein  : 

Toe  bodies  of  the  knees  to  be  rough-sided  to  the  diameter  of  the  arm,  taken  st  tiie 
middle  of  the  length  of  the  arm. 

Three-fourths  of  the  diameter  of  the  arm,  at  the  two-thirds  of  its  length,  clear  of  the 
body  of  the  knee,  to  be  considered  the  net  siding  of  the  knee,  and  on  that  sitliog  the 
price  will  be  based ;  no  addition  will  be  made  to  the  price  for  fractional  part-s  of  to 
inch  in  the  siding. 

The  length  of  the  arm  will  be  measured  from  the  center  of  tbe  body,  and  the 
molding  size  of  the  end  of  the  body  must  be  equal  to  the  net  siding  of  the  knee. 

The  prices  stated  are  for  limb-knees,  square  aud  insquare  ;  and  the  price  for  root 
knees  will  be  six  per  cent,  less  than  that  to  be  paid  for  limb-knees ;  outsquare  knees, 
both  limb  and  root,  will  be  20  per  cent,  less  in  price  thau  for  ^ -juare  and  insqaare  knee*. 

Knees  formed  by  the  limb  aud  body  of  the  ti-ee  above  the  limb  must  not  be  received, 
nor  knees  more  than  16°  outsquare.  All  the  knees  to  be  free  from  large  knots,  knot- 
holes, twist,  and  other  defects. 


Siding. 


6  inches 

7  iuches 

8  inches 

9  inches 

10  iuches 

11  inches 


Length  of  tarn. 


3  feet  3 

4  feet  0 
4  feet  5 

4  feetO 

5  feet  0 
5  feet  3 


inches  to  3 
inches  to  4 
inches  to  4 
inches  to  5 
inches  to  5 
inches  to  5 


feet  6  inches, 
feet  3  inches 
feet  8  inches, 
feet  0  inches 
feet  3  inches, 
feet  6  inches 


Length  of  body. 


feet  8 
teet4 
feetO 
feet  6 
feetil 
feet  9 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


to  5  feet 
to  5  feet 
to  6  feet 
to  7  feet 
to  7  feet 
to  8  feet 


Oinebc«. 
10iDch««. 
(tiiKb«i. 
0  ioebei. 
8incb««. 
3  incheft. 
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Price  per  inch  of  white-oak  knees,  square  and  insquare.   ' 


Siding. 

Portsmouth. 

Boston. 

New  York. 

Philadelphia. 

Norfolk. 

Washington. 

6  inches 

7  inches 

8  inches 

9  inches 

10  inches 

11  inches 

110  cents 

180  cents 

220  cents.... 

350  cents 

352  cents 

358  cents 

116  cents 

180  cents 

220  cents  . . . 
250  cents — 

250  cents 

258  cents.... 

116  cents 

160  cents — 

220  cents 

250  cents... 

252  cents 

258  cents  ... 

105  cents 

170  cents... 

210  cents 

240  cents 

243  cents.... 
*.248  cents 

100  cents 

1()5  cents 

SOScenU 

3:i5  cents.... 

338  cents 

242  cents 

noo  cents. 
165  cents. 
205  centM. 
235  cents. 
2J8  cents. 
24^  cents. 

(Sgd.) 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chi^  of  Bureau, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S.  Navy-Yard f  League  Island,  Pa.,  Apr,  11,  1876. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  tme  copy. 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

^aval  Constructorf  V,  S,  N, 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

July  10, 1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  bnrean's  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  relative  to  the  inspection  of 
knees  offered  by  Thos.  C.  Basshor  &  Co.  at  the  yard  under  yqar  command,  yon  will 
please  direct  the  timber-inspector  to  visit  the  place  outside  the  yard  where  the  knees 
are,  and  inspect  them,  it  being  deemed  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  avoid  in 
this  way  the  possibility  of  the  delivery  of  any  knees  which  would  noi  pass  inspection. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  serv*t, 
(Sgnd.J  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commo.  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.N., 

CommdH  Navy-  Yard,  Philadelphia, 


I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 


Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S,  Navy- Yard f  League  Island,  Apr,  11,  1876. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  Constructor,  U,  S,  N, 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Nov,  17th,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  (No.  241,)  yon  are  authorized  to  have 
the  condemned  Knees  referred  to  therein  sold  at  public  auction,  as  recommended  by 
you. 
At  sale  on  Friday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 

(Sgnd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chiqf  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Commd^t  Navy- Yard,  fc,,  Philadelphia,  Pa* 


I  certify ^the  above  is  a  true  copy. 


Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S,  Navy-Yard,  League  Island,  Apr,  11, 1876. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Nacal  Constructor,  U,  S,  N, 


\ 
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Navy  DEPAimuENT,  Bctreau  of  CoNflTRrcnox  akd  Repair, 

j«/f  ®,  im. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  please  find  a  copy  of  an  agreemeot  with  Blr.  W.  P.  B^juolds, 
for  breaking  op  the  Nebraska,  now  at  the  yard  ouder  Toar  oominaDd,  for  the  samof 
$4,900. 

Veip  reepectfally,  your  obed't  serv't, 

(Sgud.)  L  HANSCOM, 

Ckuf  of  Burm, 
Commodore  Greo.  H.  Prrble,  U.  S.  N^ 

Commandant  Xavif-Tard,  PkQadelpkia. 

Naval  Constructor's  Opticb, 
V.  S,  Navy-Yardy  League  Island,  Apr.  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  tme  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

CAm/  Cltrh 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  July  29(A,  Xftl. 

Sir  :  Tour  offer  to  break  up  the  United  States  steamer  Nebraska,  now  lying  at  the 
Philadelphia  uavy-yard,  fur  f4,900,  is  accepted  by  the  bareaa,  under  the  foilowiog 
conditions : 

All  the  materials  to  belong  to  the  Government ;  the  wood,  as  removed  by  yon,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  yard  authorities,  so  as  not  to  incommode  yoar  men  while  at  work; 
ana  all  the  metal  to  be  removed  by  yon,  and  deposited  by  yon  in  snch  places  as  maj 
be  designated  by  the  commandant  of  said  yard ;  the  entire  work  to  be  done  promptly 
and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  said  commandant. 

All  blocks,  tackle,  or  other  tools  which  yoa  may  reqaire  in  the  executioo  of  this 
work,  and  which  can  be  spared,  will  be  loane<l  to  yon,  to  be  returned  in  good  order  aod 
condition. 

When,  in  the  opinion  of  the  naval  constractor,  one-ha^f  of  the  work  is  done, bills 
for  one-half,  less  15  per  cent,  reservation,  will  be  made  out  and  approved;  and  when 
the  whole  work  is  done,  and  satisfactorily  completed,  bills  for  the  remaining  half,  with 
the  reservation,  will  be  out. 

Respectfully,  &c., 
(Sgnd.)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bum*. 
W.  P.  Reynolds, 

Waahingtonf  D,  C. 

Naval  Constructor's  Officb. 
U.  S,  Navy-  Yard,  League  Island^  Apr.  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE. 

Chief  Ckrk. 


William  P.  Reynolds.— Breaking  up  Nebraska. 

August  20, 1875.— One-half $2,450  00 

Less  15  per  cent,  reservation 3^  50 

.$2,0^8  50 

September  18, 1875.— One-half 2,450  OO 

Amount  reservation  August  20, 1875. w 367  50 

2,817  50 

Amount  contract * 4,900  00 


Navy  Department  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Rkpair, 

Washington f  Aug.  I'Mh,  1875. 

Sir  :  Your  proposal  of  the  29th  ulto.,  to  remove  the  two  (2)  ship-houses  at  the  navy- 
yard,  Philada.,  to  League  Island,  for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  ($.30,000,)  has 
been  received,  and,  by  direction  of  the  Department,  is  accepted,  according  t-o  the  follow- 
ius  speciftcationft  anA  fte\\ftT«k\  «t\vMlfttions,  viz : 

To  take  down  tb©  two  "howftfe^,  '^xsX  Wi^  m«k\A\v5i\&  wiXy^^x^^l^jw^^^^ lighters,  or  other 
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vessels  which  may  be  famished  by  the  Government,  and  take  the  same  materials  from 
the  scows,  lighters,  or  other  vessels,  and  erect  the  houses  at  Leagae  Island,  ou  the  foun- 
dations prepared  by  the  Government  to  receive  them. 

Yon  are  to  furnish  all  of  the  necessary  material,  of  good  quality,  required  to  replace 
all  broken,  split,  or  rotten  timber  or  boards;  to  do  all  the  work,  such  as  erecting,  brae-, 
ing,  covering,  hanging  doors,  windows,  and  shutters,  and  complete  the  two  buildings 
ready  for  use,  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  satisfactory  to  the  superintendent  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Department  to  superintend  the  work. 

Yon  are  to  commence  as  soon  as  officially  notified  that  the  work  is  ready,  and  com- 
plete the  same  in  four  (4)  months  from  the  time  of  commencing. 

Such  facilities  in  the  way  of  tools  and  machinery  as  can  be  spared  from  the  navy- 
yard  will  be  furnished  you  while  prosecuting  the  work. 

Payment  for  this  work  will  be  made  as  the  work  progresses,  upon  bills  certified  by 
the  superintendent  and  approved  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 

Please  signify  in  writing  your  acquiescence  in  the  terms  proposed  in  this  letter,  and 
your  willingness  to  proceed  with  the  work. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't,      * 
(Sgnd.)  L  HANSCOM, 

Chi^  of  Bureau, 


Nath^l  McKay,  Esq., 

Xo.  52  BroMlwayt  New  York. 


I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 


Naval  Constructor's  Officr, 
U,  S.  Navy-Tardt  League  Island,  Apr.  11, 1876. 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

Naval  ConetrucioTt  U.  S.  N. 


Navy  Department,  JBureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Aug.  i:^th,  1875. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find,  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  under  this  date  to  Mr.  Nathl 
McKay,  of  New  York,  embracing  the  terms  for  taking  down  the  two  (2)  ship-houses  at 
the  yard  under  your  command,  and  erecting  the  same  at  the  naval  station.  League 
Island. 
As  soon  as  he  signifies  his  formal  acceptance,  you  will  be  notified  accordingly. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 
(Signed)  L  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N.,  / 

Com*fid^t  Navy-  Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

Leagw  Island,  April  11,  1876. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  N. 


Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Naval  Station, 

League  Island,  Nov'r  29th,  1875. 

Sir  :  Yon  willarranse  to  roof  the  small  ship-house  at  League  Island  with  tin,  suita- 
bly painted  on  the  under  side,  for  $5.50  per  square,  the  Government  to  furnish  the  tin 
and  solder. 
By  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  .&o. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

Commodore,  Commandant. 
Naval  Constructor  Edward  Hartt,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy- Yard,  Philad^a. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

Leagne  Island,  April  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

Naval  Constructor,  U.  8.  N. 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 30 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Fet^y  l*t,  1876—1^  p.  m. 

To  Command't,  Navy-Yard,  Leagtte Island,  Pa.: 

Furnish  N.  McKay  with  nails  necessary  to  finish  the  ship-hoose. 
(Sgnd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chi^  of  Bureau. 

NoTB. — Feb^ydthf  1876. — Verbal  order  from  Chief  ConstrQctor  Hanscom,  on  the  yard, 
Mr.  McKay  being  present,  to  famish  lumber  for  bouses. 

P.  H. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  8.  Navy- Yard, 

League  leland,  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  CmutruetoTy  U.  8.  N. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

WaehingUmf  March  1,  1876. 

Gentlemen  :  Year  offer  of  the  12th  January  last  to  do  the  work  required  to  com- 
plete the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution  for  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  foar  handred 
and  fifty  dollars  (f 39,450)  is  hereby  accepted,  with  the  understanding  that  the  work  i^ 
to  be  done  by  you  in  accordance  with  the  specifications,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereby  for- 
warded ;  that  it  shall  be  in  workmanship  to  the  fall  satisfaction  of  the  superintending 
officer  or  officers  and  of  the  barean,  and  that  the  vessel  is  to  be  completed  iu  all  re- 
spects as  provided  in  the  specifications,  and  turned  over  to  the  Government  on  or  before 
Jane  1st,  1876. 

Bills  may  be  made  monthly,  as  the  work  progresses,  for  such  proportion  of  the  whole 
amount  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  superintending  officer,  you  are  then  entitled  to,  taking 
into  consideration  tne  condition  of  the  work  at  the  time  and  bearing  his  certificate  to 
the  effect  that  the  work  has  sufficiently  progressed  to  entitle  you  to  the  amount  named, 
and  that  it  is  in  all  respects  satisfieustory ;  but  payments  must  not  be  expected  prior  to 
Jaly  next. 

Upon  your  notifying  the  bureau  of  your  readiness  to  commence  the  work  of  com- 
pleting the  Constitation  in  accordance  with  year  offer  and  the  terms  of  this  letter,  in- 
structions will  be  given  to  turn  the  vessel  over  to  you. 
Respeotfnlly,  yonr  obed't  serv't, 
(8gnd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  BurtBfL 

Messrs.  Wood,  Dialogue  &,  Co., 

Camden,  N,  J, 

Naval  Construttor's  Office,  U.  8.  Navy- Yard, 

League  Island,  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  Construelorf  U,  8,  N. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  CoNflTRUcnoN  and  Repair, 

Waehingian,  March  3, 1»76. 

Gentlemen  :  Referring  to  the  bnrean's  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  accepting  yonr  offer  to 
do  the  work  requireil  to  complete  the  U.  8.  frigate  Constitution,  work  upon  the  mU, 
^KKi°K»  l>oats,  and  outfits  is  not  to  be  considered  as  included  in  the  work  to  be  done 
by  yon  upon  that  vessel. 

Respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 
(Sgnd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Messrs.  Wood,  Dialogue  &  Co., 

Camden,  N.  J. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  8.  Navy- Yard, 

League  Island,  April  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

^owiX  OanAtruAtor^  U.  8.  K 
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Navy  Dkpartbcemt,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  9th,  1876. 

Sir  :  Before  delivering  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitation  to  R.  Wood  and  Dialogne,  (late 
Wood,  Dialogue  A,  Co.,)  at  their  yara  in  Camden,  N.  J.,  yon  will  canse  her  to  be  prop- 
erly insured  by  them  against  loss  by  fire  or  damage  through  any  other  cause,  forward- 
ing the  policies  of  insurance  to  the  bureau. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  8erv% 
(Sgnd)  L  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Captain  Clark  H.  Wells.  U.  S.  N., 

Cam^ndPt  Navy-Yarij  League  Island, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

League  lelandf  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  Constructor,  U.  S,  N, 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  dth,  1876. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  oopyof  two  letters  addressed  by  the  bureau,  under  date  of 
the  1st  and  3d  inst.,  to  Messrs.  Wood,  Dialogue  and  Co.,  accepting  their  offer  of  Janu- 
ary 12th,  1876,  for  completing  the  U.  8.  frigate  Constitution ;  also,  a  copy  of  the  speci- 
fications for  doing  the  work  upon  that  vessel. 

The  terms  under  which  the  work  above  referred  to  is  to  be  done  are  embraced  in  the 
above-mentioned  letters  and  in  the  specifications,  and  Messrs.  Wood,  Dialogue  Sl  Co. 
have  expressed  their  readiness  to  proceed  with  the  work,  subject  to  those  terms.  You 
are  therefore  authorised  to  turn  the  vessel  over  to  them  upon  application. 

The  work  of  completing  the  Constitution  will  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
ass^t  naval  constructor,  John  B.  Hoover,  whom  you  will  detail  for  that  purpose,  and 
in  performing  that  duty  he  will  be  ffuided  by  the  specifications  and  the  letters  herein 
mentioned.  The  necessary  mateiiiQs  required  for  doing  the  work  will  be  furnished 
from  the  vard  under  your  command  upon  requisition,  approved  by  the  superintending 
officer,  who  will  keep  a  strict  and  careful  account  of  the  same,  in  order  that  the  Depart- 
ment may  know  the  exact  cost  of  the  vessel  when  completed. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't. 
(Sgnd)  L  HANSCOM, 

Chirf  of  Bureau. 

Captain  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Com*d^t  Naie^'Tari,  League  Island,  Pa. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy-Yard, 

League  Island,  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  Constructor,  U.  8.  N, 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  March  llih,  1876. 

To  Cobim'd't,  17.  8,  yaty-Tard,  League  Island,  Pa, : 

Send  Constitution  to  Wood  and  Dialogue  Works  in  charge  of  ship-keepers,  who  will 
remain  on  her  until  insuranci0  is  effected. 

(Sgnd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chirf  of  Bureau, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy- Yard, 

League  Island,  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  ConsiruoUtr^  U.  &.  N. 
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Navy  DEPARrMKNT, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

March  20ik,  1876. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  yoar  letter  of  the  I8th  Inst.,  (No.  53,)  the  materials  reqaired  to  re- 
pair the  Constitotion  at  Camdeu,  N.  J.,  will  be  sent  oyer  from  the  yard  under  yoor 
command  by  the  ferry-boat  Burlington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obed't  serv't, 

(S'g'n'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  BurmfL 
Captain  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Cam'fKTl  Navy-Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. 

Natal  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S,  Navy 'Yard,  Xeague  Island,  Apr,  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  mCHBORN, 

Naval  CoMirucUfT,  U,  8,  if. 


neafie  and  levy. 

Deo.  4,  1875. — Completing  Qninnebaug,  on  acct » $30,000 

Bal.  due 15,000 

Am't  of  contract , 35,000 

W.  FLEET  STEELE. 

Nov.  8,  1875.— Plumbing  for  Qninnebaug,  cash |3,900 

Old  materials 2,100 

Total  paid 6,000 

Bal.  due 6,000 

Am't  of  contract 12,000 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Jan*y  22nd,  1876. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Department  you  will  please  deliver  the  Puritan  to  Mr.  John 
Roach  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  the  same  at  his  ship-yard  at  Chester. 
Respeotrully,  your  obed't  serv't, 
(SVu*d)  I.  HANSCOM, 

ChirfofBwrtaL 
Captain  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Com^nd^t  Navy- Yard,  League  Island, 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S.  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Apr,  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  Constructor,  U,  S,  N, 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jan^y  2ith,  1876. 

To  Captain  C.  H.  Wells  : 

Suspend  the  delivery  of  the  Puritan  to  John  Roach  until  further  instructions. 
(S^g'n'd)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chuf  of  Bureau. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U,  S,  Navy-Yard,  League  Island,  Apr,  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Naval  Conttruetor,  U.  S,  ^T. 
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Navy  Department, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Jan'y  29th,  1876. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  bnrean's  letter  of  the  22ud  and  telegram  of  the  24th  inst., 
relative  to  the  Paritao,  the  Department  now  directs  that  that  vessel  be  turned  over  to 
Mr.  John  Roach  for  the  purpose  of  being  rebuilt  by  him  at  his  yard  in  Chester,  which 
please  have  done.  * 

Instructions  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  machinery  of  that  vessel  will,  it 
is  understood,  be  forwarded  to  yon  by  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  serv*t, 
(S^g'n^d)  I.  HANSCOM, 

Chie/  of  Bureau. 

Captain  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Com*ncPt  Navy-Yatd,  League  Island. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S,  Navy-Yard,  League  lelandf  Apr.  11, 1876. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

PHILIP  HICHBORN, 

Xaval  Canatnuitor,  U.  S.  N. 


Navy  Apartment, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washifigton,  May  Aih,  1875. 

Gentlemen:  Referring  to  your  offer  of  the  28th  ult.,  to  do  certain  work  on  the  U. 
S.  S.  Quinnebaug,  at  the  navy-yard,  Philadelphia,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  ($35,000,)  the  bureau  does  not  consider  the  work  therein  specified  as  be- 
ing sufficiently  in  detail  to  warrant  its  approval,  but  submits  for  your  approval  the 
following  revised  proposition : 

That,  for  the  sum  above  named,  you  will  furnish  all  the  labor  usually  performed  by 
shipwrights,  fasteners,  outboard  joiners,*  calkers,  and  laborers,  necessary  to  complete 
the  following  portions  of  that  vessel,  viz  : 

Timbering  of  the  lumber-port ; 

All  the  outside  planking,  from  the  keel  to  the  rail,  including  squaring,  calking, 
searching,  and  planing; 

All  keelsons,  engine  and  shaft  bearings,  breast-hooks,  ceilings,  clamps,  hold  and 
store-room  floors,  all  bulk-heads  2  inches  and  over  in  thickness ;  valves  to  water-tight 
bulk-heads ;  orlop  and  berth  deck  framing,  including  the  fitting  and  fastening*  of  the 
iron  portion  over  boilers,  berth-deck,  and  water-ways,  thick  strakes,  deck-planking, 
hatch  and  scuttle  coamings,  hatches  and  scuttles,  orlop  and  berth  deck  knees  of  all 
kinds;  stanchions  in  hold,  including  fitting  those  of  iron,  chain,  and  shot-lockers, 
magazines  and  shell-rooms,  ready  for  plumbers,  engineers,  and  other  openings  through 
bottom  and  side,  and  fitting  castings  to  same ;  gun-deck  framing,  water-ways,  knees 
of  all  kinds,  thick  strakes  and  deck-planking;  mast  partners,  coamings  and  steps; 
capstan-bitt  chain  pipe,  chain  stopper,  and  compressor  beds ;  pivot  chocks,  coal  and 
otner  scuttles ;  all  hatch  coaming  or  wood  and  fitting  those  of  iron ;  topsail  sheet  bitts, 
and  fitting,  fastening,  and  finishing  the  same ;  fife-rails  and  stanchions,  of  same ;  pin- 
rails;  fitting  and  securing  mooring  and  other  bitts  of  iron;  chain-pipes,  compressors 
and  stoppers ;  manger  coaming  and  galley-platform,  spirketing,  battery-plank,  main- 
rail,  poop-deck  and  forecastle  deck  clamps,  framing  hatch-coamings,  plank-sheer,  chocks, 
deck  planking ;  all  stanchions  under  gun,  poop,  and  forecastle  decKS ;  main  rail,  ham- 
mock stanchions  and  rails ;  cutwater  and  head,  complete,  channels ;  chain-plates,  in- 
cluding templates  for,  and  fastening  the  same ;  quarter-galleries ;  port-shutters,  includ- 
ing the  fitting  and  hauj^ing ;  and  attaching  all  fittings,  both  to  small  and  pivot  ports ; 
ash  ports  cut  and  castings  to  be  fitted ;  boat  davits  and  fittings,  including  crutches, 
strongbacks,  d>o.;  cat-heads  for  tacks  and  main-brace  bumpkins ;  hawse  and  mooring 
pipe-holes  to  be  cut  and  casting  fitted  and  fastened ;  sheet  chocks  to  make  and  fit ;  air 
ports,  and  scuppers  and  castings  fitted ;  all  bolts  for  guns,  and  rigging,  and  other  pur- 
poses, to  fit  and  put  in ;  iron  and  composition  stanchions  for  hand-rails  on  poop  and 
forecastle  decks ;  false  keel  to  work,  fit,  and  fasten ;  stern  bearing,  shoe,  stern-post, 
and  stern-post  palm  to  fit  and  fasten ;  rudder  to  hang  and  tiller  to  snip.  All  templates 
of  whatever  natnre,  for  iron- workers,  to  be  made  by  you.  All  labor  necessary  to  launch 
ship,  and  secure  launching* material,  after  she  is  afloat.  All  decks,  store-room  floors, 
and  platforms  to  be  squared,  bunged,  calked,  and  planed.  All  the  above  work  is  to  be 
done  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  in  accordance  with  the  specifications,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  superintending  naval  constructor. 
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Any  portion  not  above  specified  which  moBt  be  done  in  order  to  complete  that  wbkh 
is  specified,  will  be  done  by  yon.  The  labor  necessary  to  handle  and  transport  lU 
material  from  store-honses  and  shops,  to  bnild  stages,  &c.,  is  to  be  furnished  by  ^oa.  Ani 
it  mast  be  anderstood  that  yon  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  sacoeesfnl  laonchmg  of  tiw 
vessel,  and  the  securing  of  the  launching  material. 

In  the  performance  of  the  work  the  facilities  of  the  yard  and  the  use  of  tools  will  be 
allowed  you,  with  the  understanding  that  yon  are  to  keep  the  tools  in  repair  while 
using  them. 

The  amount  (|35,000)  allowed  for  doing  this  work  will  be  i>aid  in  four  paymeote, 
(three  of  which  shall  be  $10^000  each,  and  the  final  payment  to  be  $5,000,)  on  bills  in 
triplicate  certified  to  by  the  mspecting-offlcer,  that  the  work  has  sufficiently  progresaed 
to  entitle  j^ou  to  the  payment  named. 

Please  signify  in  writing  your  acceptance  of  this  proposition  and  your  leadinesB  to 
begin  the  work. 

Respectfully, 

(Sg'd)  GEO.  M.  BOBESON, 

Secretary  of  ike  Nevg, 
Messrs*  Neafis  and  Lbvy, 

PkUada.f  Pa. 


Navy  Dspartmsnt,  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  lltk,  187S. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  &id  copy  of  an  agreement  with  Messrs.  Neafie  and  Leyy  ftr 
work  to  be  done  on  the  ^innebaug  at  the  yard  under  your  command. 

This  work  will  be  superintended  by  the  naval  constructor,  or  his  assistant,  who  is 
expected  to  take  special  care  that  the  work  on  this  ship  is  carefully  and  continuooslj 
inspected  during  its  progress,  and  that  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  agreement 
are  faithfuUy  complied  with  by  Neafie  and  Levy. 

Should  they  engage  their  men  to  work  by  tne  hour,  or  for  more  than  8  hours  a  dsj, 
the  bureau  has  no  objection  to  such  an  arrangement,  which  must  be  considered  as  an 
agreement  entirely  between  the  men  and  the  contractors. 
Respectfully, 
(S'gn'd)  '  GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  for  Bureau. 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

CommcPt  Navy-Yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Navy  Departbient,  Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

May  ^th,  ISIS. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  inst.  (No.  79)  relative  to  Messrs.  Neafie  and 
Levy  using  the  saw-mill  for  work  on  the  Quinnebaug,  the  arrangement  with  them  is 
that  the  Government  is  to  be  at  the  expense  of  running  this  mill  for  this  work  during 
the  regular  hours  of  employment  in  the  navy-yard,  and  they  are  to  be  at  the  expense 
of  running  the  mill  for  the  extra  hours. 
Respectfully, 
(S'gn'd)  GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  i^f  the  Navy,  for  CU^ef  Bureau. 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Corner t  Navy-Yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office,  U.  8.  Navy-Yard, 

Leayue  lelamd,  Apr.  II,  1876. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  are  true  copies. 

WM.  C.  PESSELIEIRE, 

CMef  Clerk. 
f20,C00  paid-^15,000  due.  ' 


Navy  Departbcent, 
Bureau  of  Construction  anb  Repair, 

WaehingUm,  August  II,  ItiTS. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  offer  of  the  6th  inst  to  do  all  the  plumbing-work  on  the 
Quinnebaug  for  the  sum  of  $14,000,  the  bureau  considers  too  high,  and  proposes  to  yos 
that  you  shall  do  all  t\i«  nof^n^aax^  ^\\x\c^\Ti^>^fstV.\  ^S^  i&to  say,  famish  lul  neeessary 
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ships'  water-closets,  nrinals,  with  tanks,  cooks,  valves,  waste-pipes,  and  other  lead 
pipes  connecting  the  same ;  also,  the  lining  of  the  bead  and  manger,  with  head-pnmps, 
a]l  the  necessary  dills ;  also,  lining  the  bowsprit-bed,  hawse-pipes,  galley-bed,  ship's 
scuppers,  air-i>orts,  rudder-case,  chocks,  magazines,  shell-rooms,  passages,  light-boxes, 
boat-ammnnition  room,  sail-room,  breaa-room,  pantry,  and  furni^ing  sea-cocks,  chan- 
nel-pumps, deck-pumps,  bilge-pumps,  fresh-water  pumps,  copper  strainers,  sounding- 
pipes,  dills,  &o. 

And  in  consideration  of  your  doing  the  work  as  above  set  forth^  the  bureau  agrees 
to  pay  the  sum  of  $12,000.  The  old  materials  the  Government  will  furnish  to  you  to 
be  reworked,  which  have  accumulated  from  the  breaking-up  of  the  light-draught  mon- 
itors Koka  an4  Minnetonka,  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  the  Algoma  and  Otsego  at  Cramp 
&  Sons',  Phila.,  will  go  towards  the  materials  used  in  this  work.  The  balance  to  be 
paid  in  two  equal  payments  in  money,  on  the  certificate  of  the  naval  constructor  sup- 
erintending the  work  that  the  work  is  satisfactorily  completed  according  to  the  speci- 
fications which  will  be  furnished. 

Please  notify  the  bureau  of  your  acceptance  of  this  proposition. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  servant, 
(Signed)  L  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

W.  Fleet  Steele,  Esq., 

Pkiladelpkia,  Penna, 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  ov  Construction  &  Repair, 

^         Jugust  12th,  1875. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  proposition  made  by  the  bureau  to  Mr.  W.  Fleet 
Steele  to  do  the  plumbing-work  on  the  Quinnebang  for  the  sum  of  $12,000,  which  has 
been  duly  accepted  by  him,  and  the  specifications  for  doing  the  work  are  herewith  for- 
warded. 

You  will  please  direct  the  naval  constructor  superintending  the  work  to  have  it  pro- 
ceeded with  as  rapidly  as  the  other  work  on  the  Quinnebaugn  will  allow. 

With  regard  to  the  old  materials  to  be  furnished,  as  mentioned  in  the  letter  enclosed, 
they  will  be  supplied  to  the  contractor  at  a  fair  valuation ;  and  when  the  work,  in  the 
opinion  6f  superintendent,  has  sufficiently  progressed  to  entitle  the  contractor  to  the 
first  of  the  two  money-payments  provided  tor  fn  the  agreement,  bills  for  the  same  will 
be  made  and  certified  by  him  for  the  approval  of  the  bureau.  A  reservation  of  fifteen 
(15)  per  centum  will  be  withheld  from  the  amount  of  this  bill,  which  reservation,  as 
also  the  second  payment,  will  not  be  paid  until  the  completion  and  acceptance  of  the 
work. 

Respectfully,  your  obed't  servant, 

(Signed)  L  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commodore  Geo.  Henry  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Comm*d^t  Navif-  Yardy  Phila. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  Construction  &  Repair, 

August  I'^ihf  1875. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  the  specifications  for  doing  the  plumbing- work  on 
the  Quinnebang,  referred  to  in  the  bureau's  letter  of  the  30th  ulto.  to  Mr.  W.  Fleet 
Steele,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you  yesterday. 
Respectfully,  your  obed't  servant, 
(Signed)  I.  HANSCOM, 

ChirfofBweau. 
Commodore  Qeo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

ComnMndant  Navy- Yard,  Phila. 


Spedfloations  for  plumbing  on  U.  8.  S.  Quinnehaug. 

Waier-oloiet. — To  furnish  and  put  up  complete,  in  such  places  as  the  inspecting-officer 
may  direct,  four  forward  and  two  in  qnarter-galley  4i-inch  single  acting  ships^ water- 
closets,  to  be  lined  with  6-ponnd  sheet-lead,  properly  nailed  and  soldered  ;  the  closets 
to  be  supplied  with  tanks  made  of  8-pound  sheet-leiEKl,  to  hold  about  50  gallons,  each 
to  be  snppUed  firom  deck  with  2'inch  medium  lead-pipe ;  also,  ^inch  pipe  and  f -inch 
medium  lead-pipe  to  closets.    All  tanks  to  have  2-inch  brass  deck-plates. 
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VrinaU.— To  furaish  and  put  np  two  forward  galvanized  iron  uriDals,  to  be  Bnp- 
plied  from  tanks  with  f-inch  medium  lead-pipe,  and  wasto  through  1^-inch  medium 
feud-pipe  to  connect  with  water-closets.    Urinals  to  have,  each,  composition  stop-cock. 

Water-closet  acuppera— The  closets  to  waste  through  4-inch  lead-pipe,  to  be  i  thick, 
to  fasten  with  lead  flan^,  bolts  and  nuts  to  water-closet,  and  skin,  each  about  15  feet 
long. 

Baths, — To  furnish  and  put  up  complete  four  bath-tubs,  in  such  place  as  the  inspeet- 
ing-officer  may  direct,  with  tanks  same  a^  above  described,  supplied  through  2-inch 
medium  lead-pipe,  with  cocks,  valves,  and  chain  to  waste  through  l^inch  medium  lead- 
pipe  ouiboard. 

Head. — The  head  to  be  lined  with  ^inch  sheet-lead,  properly  nailed  and  soldered, 
24  feet  long  by  12  feet  wide ;  to  have  scuppers  running  to  water-line  on  the  bow,  to  be 
made  of  ^iuch  sheet-lead  (8  X  4)  about  20  feet  long  and  8x4  inches  to  be  placed  on 
each  side. 

Two  dills  to  be  lined  with  ^"  sheet-lead,  properly  nailed  and  soldered,  11  feet  long, 
1  foot  wide,  and  2  feet  deep  to  connect  to  scuppers. 

Bowsprit  lining. — ^The  bowsprit  to  be  lined  with  10-pound  sheet-lead  4  x  4, 8  feet 
long,  to  be  properly  nailed  and  soldered. 

Uaicse-pipe. — ^To  furnish  and  put  in  four  hawse-pipes,  to  he  made  of  ^inch  sheet- 
lead,  properly  nailed  and  soldered^  18  incheain  diameter  by  4  feet  long. 

Manger. — To  furnish  and  put  in  manger  ^inch  sheet-lead,  14  feet  long  and  12  feet 
wide,  properly  nailed  and  soldered,  with  two  3-inch  scuppers  to  run  outboard. 

GaUey-hed. — ^To  furnish  and  put  in  i-inch  sheet-lead,  14  feet  long  by  10  feet  wide,  to 
be  properly  nailed  and  soldereil. 

Ship-scuppers. — To  furnish  and  put  in  two  on  quarter-deck  and  four  on  poop-deck, 
four  by  three  inch,  ^  sheet-lead  scuppers,  about  3  feet  long.  Ten  on  main  deck,  fonr 
feet  long,  eight  by  six  inch,  ^-inch  sheet-lead,  to  be  properly  nailed  and  soldered,  to 
have  copper  strainers  on  inside. 

Air-ports. — To  furnish  and  put  in  ten  under  quarter-deck,  sixteen  under  poop-deck, 
and  forty-eight  on  berth-deck,  fourteen  inch  outside  and  twenty-two  by  eighteen  inch 
inside,  and  two  feet  long,  to  be  properly  nailed  and  soldered. 

Wash  hand-basins. — To  furnish  and  put  np  eight,  plain  pattern,  fourteen-inch  patent 
overflow  wash  hand-basins,  to  be  supplied  with  tanks  as  above  described. 

Wash  hand-haains  conVd. — Also,  silver-plated  basin  cocks,  plu^  and  washers,  to  be 
supplied  through  1-inch  medium  lead  pipe,  to  waste  through  l^-inch  medium  lead  pipe 
to  lead  outboard.  ' 

Rudder-case  lining. — ^To  furnish  and  put  in  ^-inch  sheet-lead  lining,  thirly-six  inches 
by  thirty  inches,  seven  feet  long.  Also,  lining  6  mooring-pipes  with  i-inch  sheet-lead, 
twelve  inches  in  diameter,  thirty  inches  long,  to  be  properly  nailed  and  soldered. 

Magazines, — To  furnish  and  line  forward  magazine  with  6-pound  sheet-lead,  fore  and 
aft,  eleven  feet  athwart^hips,  ten  feet  and  nine  feet  high,  bottom  to  be  covered  with 
6-pound  sheet-lead ;  forward  magazine  passage-way  to  be  lined  with  6-pound  sheet- 
lead,  fore  and  aft,  7  feet  by  4  feet  athwartships  and  ten  feet  six  inches  high,  to  be 
supplied  with  two  three-inch  scuppers;  through  passage-way  to  magazine,  the  passage 
will  be  supplied  with  three-inch  ship's  sea-cock  and  have  conplings,  the  magazines  to 
have  four-inch  waste-valve,  to  be  fitted  with  fonr  and  a  half  inch  i"  lead  pipe  to  ran 
to  bilge,  the  valves  to  be  fitted  with  one  inch  and  a  quarter  copper  rod,  with  handles  on 
berth-deck  and  key  on  spar-deck,  to  cover  with  four-inch  brass  deck-plate,  overflow 
waste-pipes  to  be  three  inches  in  diameter  and  i  thick,  to  have  trap  under  floor,  and 
th<^  pipe  to  run  within  6  inches  of  top  of  magazine.  The  after  magazine  to  be  fitted 
in  all  respects  same  as  above  described,  fore  and  aft  12  feet,  athwartships  eleven  feet  6 
inches,  and  10  feet  6  inches  high,  bottoms  to  be  covered  with  6-pound  sheet-lead.  The 
passage-way  will  be  in  all  respects  the  same  as  above  described,  fore  and  aft  fonr  feet, 
athwartships  fourteen  feet,  and  ten  feet  six  inches  high,  tops  and  bottoms  to  be  cov- 
ered with  6-pound  sheet-lead.  All  the  above  work  to  be  properly  nailed  and  soldered,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  inspecting-ofiScer. 

Shell-room. — The  forward  shell-room  to  be  lined  with  6-pound  sheet-lead,  fore  and  aft 
eight  feet,  athwartships  nine  feet,  and  ten  feet  six  inches  high,  bottom  to  be  covered 
with  6-pound  sheet-lead,  to  be  fitted  with  cocks,  waste- valves,  rods,  handles,  and  over- 
flow-pipes, as  described  in  magazines.  The  after  shell-room  fitted  in  all  respects  same 
as  above  described,  fore  and  aft  nine  feet  six  inches  long;  athwartship  eleven  feet 
nine  inches,  and  ten  feet  high,  bottoms  to  be  covered  with  6-pound  sheet-lead,  cocks, 
waste-valves,  rods,  handles,  deck-plates  and  overflow-pipes  to  be  fitted  same  as  de- 
scribed in  magazines ;  all  the  above  work  to  be  properly  nailed  and  soldered. 

Boat-ammunition  room. — To  be  fitted  in  all  respects  same  as  above  described  in  maga- 
zine, fore  and  aft  five  feet  six  inches,  athwartships  ten  feet,  and  ten  feet  high,  to  be 
properly  nailed  and  soldered. 

Sail-room, — To  furnish  and  line  with  XX  bright  tin,  to  be  covered  top  and  bottom,  fore 
and  aft  eight  feet,  athwartships  thirteen  feet  nine  inches,  and  eight  feet  high,  one  room 
starboard  and  one  \>ot\>,  \jo  \i^  '^tq'^^iiVs  xi^'t^ai^^x^^^nldAr^d  and  fitted  to  the  satis£K- 
tion  of  the  inapectVtift-oi^^iOT. 
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Bread-room. — To  farnish  and  line  same  as  above  described,  fore  and  aft  nineteen  feet 
three  inches,  athwartships  eleven  feet  seven  inches,  and  seven  feet  high,  one  forward  and 
one  aft,  to  be  fitted  io  all  respects  same  as  sail-room. 

Sea-cocks, — ^To  furnish  and  put  in  six  2i-inch  brass  sea-cocks,  with  bolts,  flange,  and 
couplings  complete,  to  be  soldered  to  2i<-inch  ^"  lead  pipe,  the  holes  to  be  cut  and 
lined  with  3-inch  ^"  lead  pipe,  all  to  be  properly  flanged  and  nailed  outside,  to  make 
perfectly  water-tight. 

Head-pumpa, — ^To  furnish  and  put  up  complete  in  head  two  4-inch  brass  chamber 
head-bumps,  to  be  connected  with  2i-inch  i"  lead  pipe  to  run  to  sea-cocks  forward,  to 
have  nozzles  and  hose-couplings  for  outlet  in  head. 

Channel-pumps. — ^To  furnish  and  put  in  complete,  with  brakes  and  couplings,  two  No. 
19  Bible-back  pumps,  to  be  placed  on  the  channel,  each  side  suction-pipe  to  be  2i-inch 
^"  lead  pipe,  to  run  inboard  to  connect  with  sea-cocks,  the  discharge-pipe  to  run  in- 
board, to  be  fitted  with  hose,  nozzle,  and  couplings  complete. 

Deck-pump  aft. — To  furnish  and  put  up  complete,  with  brakes  and  couplings,  one  No. 
19  Bible-back  pump,  to  be  placed  ou  poop-deck  where  the  inspecting-offlcer  may  direct, 
to  be  fitted  with2f-inch  ^*'  lead  pipe,  to  run  to  sea-cock  aft. 

Deck-pump  forward. — To  furnish  and  put  up  complete  one  No.  19  Bible-back  pump, 
to  be  placed  under  forecastle  where  the  inspecting-officer  may  direct,  and  fitted  in  all 
respects  same  as  described  above. 

Bilge-pumps. — ^To  furnish  and  put  up  complete  four  nine-inch  bilge-pumps,  with 
brakes  and  levers  complete  ;  these  pumps  to  be  placed  where  the  inspecting-officer 
may  direct,  to  be  fitted  with  6-inch  i"  lead  pipes  to  run  to  bUge,  with  lead  strainers  of 
proper  size,  to  be  made  of  ^'^  sheet-lead  properly  soldered* 

Fresh-water  ^mps. — ^To  furnish  and  put  up  complete,  where  the  inspecting-officer  may 
direct,  one  3-iuch  lift  and  force  fresh- water  pump,  mounted  on  plank,  to  be  con- 
nected with  2-inch  ^'^  lead  pipe,  to  run  to  fresh-water  tanks  in  hold,  and  to  supply 
scuttle-butt  with  l^-inch  brass-cock  with  connection  to  galley  and  supply-galley. 
Coppers  with  four  l^-inch  coqks  over  galley. 

Copper  strainers. — To  furnish  and  put  on  over  all  sea-cocks  12-inch  raised  copper 
strainers,  properly  screwed  to  hull,  to  be  made  of  SO-pound  copper ;  to  furnish  and 
put  on  strainers  over  all  ventilating-holes  in  the  hull  of  ship,  to  be  made  of  IH-oz.  cop- 
per. 

Sounding-pipfjS. — To  furnish  and  put  up  two  3-ioch  ^"  lead  sounding-pipes,  to  run 
from  main-deck  to  bilge,  where  the  inspecting-officer  may  direct. 

Pantry. — ^To  furnish  and  put  up  one  2-inch  cistern-pump,  to  be  fitted  with  l-^-inch 
lead  pipe,  to  run  to  fresh- water  tank ;  also,  sink,  to  be  lined  with  6-pound  sheet-lead, 
properly  nailed  and  soldered. 

Mast  coats  of  lead  to  be  properly  nailed  and  secured  on  main  and  berth  deck  on  each 
mast. 

The  lightning-rods  to  be  covered  with  a  sheath  on  each  side  of  ship  below  the  water- 
line,  and  the  necessary  fittings  for  life-buoys  where  required. 

Sills. — To  furnish  and  put  in  18-ounce  brass  on  all  state-room  sills,  steps,  ladders, 
and  companion-ways,  supposed  to  be  40  steps  2  feet  long  and  10  inches  wide,  and  60  sills 
2  feet  long  by  7  inches  wide,  to  be  properly  nailed  or  screwed  with  escutcheon  pins. 

All  the  materials  for  pumps,  brass-work,  lead,  solder,  nails,  &c.,  including  labor,  to 
be  of  the  best  quality  and  workmanship,  and  the  above  specified  work  to4>e  done  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  United  States  inspecting  officer  for  the  sum  of 

(Signed)  W.  FLEET  STEELE, 

Ship  Plumber,  806  Sioanson  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Naval  Constructor's  Office, 
U.  S.  Navy-Yardf  League  Islandf  April  11, 1876. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  are  true  copies. 

WM.  C.  BESSELIEVRE, 

Chief  Clerk. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Bepair, 

^iwni  12,  1876. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  report  of  the  8th  instant,  from  the  naval  constructor  and 
assistant  naval  constructor  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  forwarded  by  you,  and 
inclosing  bills  of  R.  Wood  &  Dialogue  for  work  done  to  the  Mayflower,  you  are  in- 
fortlQed  that  bills  amounting  to  $5,532.95.  for  labor  and  materials  expended  on  that  ves- 
sel from  October  14, 1875,  to  April  1, 1876,  jirere  approved  by  the)bureau,  under  date  of 
the  11th  instant,  and  handed  to  that  firm. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Welub,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. 
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Naval  Constructob's  Office,  Unitbd  Statbs  Navt-Tard, 

Leagtie  Island,  Pa.,  J^rU  8, 1816. 

Sir  :  In  obedienoe  to  bureaa's  telegram  of  the  3d  instant,  we  have  re-esamioed  tlie 
Mayflower,  and  reepeotfuUy  submit  the  following  report : 

We  find  that  the  work  thus  far  performed  is  satisfactory. 

The  charges  we  consider  are  in  excess  of  those  for  which  the  same  work  could  hsTo 
been  done  at  this  yard. 

The  original  bills  are  herewith  inclosed,  together  with  reoapitolation  and  estimsttf 
for  doing  the  work  at  this  yard. 


Bill  No.  1,  October  14, 1875,  to  March  1, 1876 
Yard  estimate  for  same  work..... 


$2,901  17 
1,860  00 


Bill  No.  1,  Amount  of  excess. 


Bill  No.  2,  March  1,  to  April  1, 1876 

Yard  estimate  for  same  work. 


Bill  No.  2,  amount  of  excess 


Labor. 


451  17 


1967  42 
870  00 


97  42 


Materials. 


$1,614  71 
'    90000 


714  71 
45117 


1,165  88 


$649  65 
540  00 


109  65 
97  42 


207  07 


Amount  of  excess  on  bill  No.  1 $1,165  88 

Amount  of  excess  on  bill  No.  2 207  07 


Total  excess  of  cost  over  estimate  for  labor  and  materials 1,372% 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

P  HILTP  HIGHBORN, 

Naval  Conttruetor,  U,  5.  X 
JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 
A$siBtant  Naval  Constrwstar,  U,  8,  N, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  League  Island,  Pa, 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  3, 1876. 
To  Commandant  Navy-Yard, 

League  Island,  No.  1711  South  Broad  Street,  PhUadelpMa  : 

Direct  the  constructor  and  assistant  constructor  to  re-examine  the  Mayflower  sod 
ascertain  and  report  if  the  work  done  on  her  for  this  bureau  by  Wood  &  Dialogue  is 
satisfiustory  and  the  charge  for  it  proper  and  Just. 

L  HANSCOM, 
Ckitf  of  BurtoM. 


Navy  DxPAimiKNT, 

BURSAU  OF  GONSTRUCnON  AND  RkPAIB, 

March  10, 1876. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  direct  Naval  Constructor  Hichbom  and  Assistant  Naval  Cop- 
structor  Hoover  to  examine  the  Mayflower,  at  the  establishment  of  Wood  A,  Dia- 
logue, Camden,  N.  J.,  and  report  the  cost  of  the  work  done  or  to  be  done  to  her  by  thst 
Arm,  so  &r  as  pertains  to  this  bureau. 
Wben  the  report  is  made  you  will  please  forward  it  to  the  bureau. 
Respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant,  " 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  <tf  Bwrtat. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nav^-^o^i  Leo^uA  liU^  Pa, 
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Naval  Constructor's  Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  Island,  Pa,,  March  15, 1876. 

Sir  :  Id  obedience  to  the  bareaofs  order  of  the  10th  instant  I  herewith  inclose,  for 
transmission  to  the  Bnreau  of  Constmction  and  Bepair,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work 
done  and  to  be  done  on  the  tug  Mayflower  by  the  nrm  of  Wood  &  Dialogue,  Camden, 
N.  J.    The  vessel  has  been  lying  at  their  yard  for  the  past  six  months. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectifiilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 
Assittant  Naval  Constmctar,  V,  8,  N» 
Capt,  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Pa, 


EsUmated  amount  for  labor  and  material  fumisked  by  Messrs,  Dialogue  ^  Wood,  for  United 
States  tug  Mayflower,  from  October,  1875,  to  present  date,  March  13, 1876. 

Deck  cut  out  and  replaced  for  boilers. 

House  lengthened  on  fore  end. 

Pilot-bouse  raised  up  and  built  new. 

Canvas  on  house  (fore  end)  made  new. 

Foremast  moved  rorward,  (new  partners  and  step.) 

Iron  deck-beams  over  boilers,  four  new  ones  in  place  of  wood. 

Hatch-coamings  forward,  made  new. 

Pumps  moved  forward. 

Chain-plates  to  foremast  moved. 

Cross  bulk-heads,  iron,  two,  rebuilt  new  and  moved. 

Cross  bulk-heads,  iron,  one,  rebuilt  and  moved. 

Iron  tunnel-way  rebuilt  new. 

Painting  new  work,  (one  coat) 

Iron  hatch-frame  for  heater  made  new. 

Calking  new  work. 

Material $900 

Labor 1,850 

Estimated  value  of  woric  done 2,750 

Estimated  cost  for  lahor  and  material  for  work  to  be  done  to  tug  Mayflower, 

HULL. 

Tug  to  be  taken  out  and  bottom  cleaned  and  painted,  two  coats  of  red-lead. 
Bilges  well  cleaned,  scraped,  washed  out,  and  paintea ;  two  coats  of  red-lead. 
House  on  deck  to  be  fitted,  (as  per  plan,)  to  be  furnished. 
Stoeriug-wheel,  to  be  made  new,  not  less  than  5  feet  6  inches  diameter. 
Pilot-house,  to  complete,  doors  to  have  glass  inserted,  &c. 
Steering-gear,  to  be  properly  led  under  the  deck. 
Galley  and  pantry,  to  befitted,  (as  per  regulations.) 
Water-closets,  three  new  ones  to  build  inside  the  house. 

Hand-rail,  i^  round  the  top  of  house,  brass  to  after  end  of  pllolrhouse,  the  remain- 
der to  be  iron  stanchions,  with  brass  balls,  not  less  than  2  feet  6  inches  in  height. 
Bitt,  forward,  to  be  reduced  in  height  12  inches  and  fitted  with  brass  corners. 
Hood  for  fore-hatch,  with  slides ;  ul  to  be  movable. 
Upper  deck  to  be  repaired ;  seams  calked  when  necessary. 
Seiuns  above  the  water-way,  to  be  recalked,  painted,  and  puttied. 
Chocks  for  guns  abreast  of  house  to  be  taken  away. 
Sky-lights  and  ladders  to  be  completed. 

Berth-^eck  forward,  seams  to  be  calked,  painted,  puttied ;  all  to  be  shellaced. 
Berth-deck  aft,  seams  to  be  calked,  painted,  puttied ;  all  to  be  shellaced. 
Ifagazines  and  shell-rooms  to  be  repaired  and  painted. 
Awning-stanchions  on  upper  deck  to  be  fitted. 
Awning-stanchions  on  top  of  house,  of  iron,  to  be  made  and  fitted. 
Scuppers  properly  fitted  on  top  of  house. 
Oangway-ladders  to  top  of  house,  three  to  be  made. 
Gangway-ladders  on  side  of  tug,  with  stanchions. 
Braes  on  all  the  door-sills  and  other  places  where  required. 
Seats  on  top  of  house,  (two.)  amidsnips. 
Pumps  and  fittings  to  complete. 


i 


BOATS.       ■ 

Boats,  two  to  be  repaired  and  painted  oomplete. 


To  be  well  cleaned  and  painted. 

FURNirnRB. 

Bnreans  and  waab-stands,  tables,  &.O.,  to  be  repaired,  aoraped,  aod  oiled. 

All  of  the  required  work  to  be  done  ia  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  to  the  ta^ftKtion 
of  tbe  Buperin tendon t,  tbat  the  vessel  ma;  be  ready  for  occnpancj'  bj  offioers  and  cm 
in  all  respects.  Auythiag  omitted  in  the  above  ealimate  is  to  be  done  b;  the  cooCnct- 
ors  without  extra  cbarge. 

RECAPrruLiTioK — woKK  to  be  imm. 


Material. 

Labor. 

TotaL 

(1,000 
10 
20 
5 
50 

100 
15 
300 

•I- 

1,085 

2,635 

3.7a 

ToDtB,  respeotfolly, 


PHILIP  HIGHBORN, 

Naval  CoiuirtKloT,  U.8.S- 
JOHN  B.  HOOVER, 
At*i»Uuit  Ifatal  Conttnictor,,  U,  S.  S. 
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Equipment  Office,  United  States  Navy -Yard, 

Philadelpkiay  ApHl  15, 1876. 

*"  Sir  :  The  following  is  the  number  of  clerks,  writers,  inspectors,  and  employ^  placed 
on  the  rolls  of  this  department  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chief  of  bu- 
rean,  from  September,  1872,  to  November,  1875 : 


No. 

Employes. 

Rate  of  pay. 

By  whose  otder. 

1 
1 

Chief  and  time-clerk 
Store-clerk ......... 

$1, 400  per  annum.. 
$1,250  per  annum.. 
$3. 25  per  diem 

$3.00  per  diem 

$3.50  per  diem 

• 

$2.00  per  diem 

Secretary  of  Navy,  July  21,  1874. 
Secretary  of  Navy,  August  11, 1874. 

1 

Writer. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  November  7, 1872. 

None 
3 

3 

Inspectors 

Sail-makers 

Rifinrers 

Secretary  Navy,  Sept.  2  and  Dec.  2, 

1872,  and  August  28, 1875. 
Secretary  Navy,  8«pt.  2  and  30, 1872, 

1 

''•^'OO                            ....     ...a    • 

Messenger 

and  September  15, 1874. 
Chief  of  bureau,  telegram,  July  3, 

1874. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 


Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. 


WILLIAM  M.  PALMER, 
Chirf  Clerk  to  Equipment-Officer, 


Civil  Engineer's  Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  leJandy  April  15, 1876. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  to-day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  statement  showing  the  number  of  clerks,  writers,  inspectors,  and  emplpy^s 

S laced  on  the  rolls  of  the  Department  of  Yards  and  Docks  at  this  yard,  by  order  of  the 
[on.  Secretary  of  the  Nav^,  and  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  from  September, 
1872,  to  November,  1875,  with  their  rates  of  pay : 


No. 


1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
I 
7 
1 
1 

18 


Rating. 


luspector  of  paints 

Writer 

Brick-masons 

House  joiner,  first  class. 

Captain  of  watch 

Special  laborer 

Rrst-class  laborers . . . . 

Painter,  first  class 

Joiner,  first  class 


By  whose  order  employed. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
do 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 
do 


Pay  per 
day. 


$5  00 
3  26 


3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 


50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 


No  orders  were  received  to  retain  any  employ^  until  special  orders  were  sent  from 
the  Department  to  discharge.  All  of  the  above  have  since  been  discharged  except  the 
first  two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  SAMUEL  A.  STRATTON, 

Civil  Engineer,  U,  S,  A, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  United  States  Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. 
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Ordnahck  Ofpick,  Umttid  8ti.tbb  Xavt-Tird, 

Ltagat  Ittand,  April  15, 187S. 
C»pt.  C.  H.  Wkllb,  U.  a  K., 

Commamiaut Namt-Tm^  League Iitand,  Fa.:  ' 

Sot :  I  w«n1d  reBpeotfolly  report  that  thers  have  bMn  no  clerks,  writera,  inspeoton, 
or  emplOTta  plaoed  on  tbe  rglla  in  this  department  of  thu  f  twd  by  order  of  (be  Seeiv- 
twy  of  the  Kftvy  or  of  the  head  of  bnreeii. 
Those  employed  by  spedal  order  of  the  eommandvit  ue  as  follows,  ri* : 


Ko. 


Bate  of  pay. 


'Not  to  be  dischsTRed  nnlees  for  bad  eon- 
doet"  Indoded  in  general  disebsrfe 
ordered  by  bnreso  to  take  elTeel  Deoea- 
ber  6, 1875. 


Very  reepeotfally,  year  obedieol  servant. 


B.  J.  CKOHWELL, 


Navioation  Officr,  Us rrM>  States  Navt-Yabd, 

Zeofoe  Utand,  Pa.,  April  15, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  would  respeotftilly  report  that  there  have  been  no  clerks,  writers,  ioipeetoit, 

or  employes  placed  on  the  rolls  in  tbis  department  of  this  yard  by  Hpeoial  order  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  bead  of  the  bnraaa,  from  September,  1S72,  to  November, 

1875. 

Very  reapectfolly,  your  obedient  eervant, 

B.  J.  CBOMWEIX, 
Cosuuiuler  and  IfavigaUm  Ofoa. 
Capt  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Conwwjmfant  Ifavji-Twd,  Lmgut  Itland,  Pa. 


Cokmandant's  Offict,  Usitbd  Statks  Naval  Statioh, 

L«aga»  Uland,  April  17, 1876. 
Hon.  W.  C.  WBrrrBOHNE, 

Ctutirman  of  Natal  ComMiUee,  OJnird  5mu«,  PUIudelpl^,  Pa. : 
DXAR  8tR:  Asreeably  to  your  reqneet  of  yeeterday,  I  herewith  inoloae  yoD  lilts  ti 
the  number  of  olerka,  writers,  inspectors,  and  employ^  pUoed  on  the  lolle  of  the  jatd 
in  eaob  department,  (except  iteam-en)[iDeeriDK,  whose  books  yon  now  bare,}  by  onkt 
of  the  Secretary  of  tbo-Kavy,  and  of  tbe  heads  of  bnreans,  with  islee  of  pay  W 
each,  from  8eptenil>ec,  1872,  to  November,  187!>,  notiu£  those  to  be  retaloed  nntil  special 
orders  from  Department  to  diacbante. 

I  also  incloae  copies  of  the  orders  of  the  barean,  and  report  of  the  ooustrnctor, 
(chief  engineer  made  no  report,)  and  amounts  of  approved  bills  in  ralation  to  tbe 
Mayflower.  In  answeriiig  tbe  question,  yesterday,  relatine  to  the  liayflower,  the  esti- 
mate of  Naval  Constructor  Hichbom  for  tbe  repairs  to  Uiat  tog,  I  had  to  rely  upon 
mymemoryinrelatioQ  to  the  differenoe  between  his  and  Wood  A,  Dialogoe,  whioh  I 
find  now  by  reference  to  tbe  official  letters  to  be  11,372.95,  luitead  of  (600,  as  stkted. 
I  am,  sir,  very  leepectfuUy,  &«., 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Coploia,  Ce»— Ja»r. 


iahed,  hut  will  be  forwanled  when  d 


C.  H.  W- 


CoHMAMDAin's  OmcK,  Untrd  States  Naval  Statiok, 
Ltagut  Itland,  JprU  18,  1S7G. 
Hon.  W.  C,  WanTHORNB, 

Chairman  of  2faval  Cmwltlw,  Qirari  Saim,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 
Drar  Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  yoa  tbe  list  of  clerks,  writers,  inapentora,  and  em- 
ployte  called  for  by  year  memoranda  of  the  14Ui  instant,  and  which  was  omiKed  in 
those  incluwd  Vn  m^\eUei  «f  yesterday,  as  noted  In  the  P.  8. 
Vers  wspcclinm.flW!., 


FHILAI}BLPHU.  Ni.YT-TABI>. 
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Bureau  of  Ordxance, 
UxiTED  States  Navy- Yard,  Philadelphia, 

Xovemher  23, 1875. 
Xaihl,  McKay  to  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Dr, 
1875. 
Sept.  29,  To   20, 000  lbs.  bronze, 

Oct.  4  and  5,         To   15,000   "        *• 
Not.  10.  To     9, 810  "        '* 

Nov.  19,20and  22,  To  118,869  *'        " 

Total 

163,679  "        "        at  16f  cents $26,802  43 

To  312  pounds  lead  excess  attached  to  magazine  doors, 
sold  October  26,  1875,  at  6^  cents 19  50 

$26,821  93 
Cr, 
By  312  pounds  less  magazine  doors  sold  Octo- 
ber 29,  1875,  at  12  cents $37  44 

Labor  in  running  lead  attached  to  doors 16  45 

53  89 

Amount  due $26,768  04 

B.  J.  CROMWELL,  U.  8.  N., 
Commander  and  Inspecter  of  Ordnance, 
Approved. 

O.  Henry  Preble,  U.  8.  N., 

Commodorej  Commanding. 
Received  the  above. 

W.  W.  HILL,  Paymaster, 
[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  15, 1875. 
To  Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

1711  South  Broad  Street : 
Under  instructions  to  you  to  obtain  the  most  favorable  terms  in  your  power  for  the 
removal  of  the  stores,  you  are  authorized  to  confirm  or  revoke  the  agreement  with  Mr. 
McKay,  as  you  judge  most  advisable. 

L  HANSCOM,  atV  of  Bureau. 

Commandant's  Office,  United  States  Naval  Station, 

League  Island^  April  8,  1876. 

List  of  clerks  in  the  commandants  office. 

Wm.  J.  Manning,  first  clerk. 
James  Davenport,  second  clerk. 


Statement  shotcing  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  department  of  construction  and  re- 
pair at  the  United  States  navy-yardy  Philadelphia^  during  the  month  of  October,  1872, 
1873,  1874,  and  1875. 


Occupation. 


1^2. 


Civil  officers 

Clerks 

Writers 

Keoeivers 

Sbipwrighto 

Borers 

Bricklayers 

Millmen 

Joiners 

Cabinet-n*akers 

Pattem-roakers 

Shipsmiths 

Ship  smith -helpers 

Assist,  timber  inspector. 
Captain  of  Bnrlington . . . 

Iron-platers 

Acting  time-clerk 

Galvanizers 

Mast-makers 

Boat-bnilders 

Painters 

Block-makers , 

Turners , 

Plumbers , 


1 

3 
14 

9 

127 

62 

2 

14 

106 

5 

2 
63 
28 

1 


25 


3 
8 
10 
99 
10 
2 
15 


1873. 


2 
3 

18 

2 

111 

55 
2 
8 

39 
2 


22 

13 

1 


10 


4 
4 

5 
14 
3 
1 
7 


1874. 


10 

1 

42 

58 


6 

31 

9 


27 
14 


2 

16 

14 

25 

6 

1 

5 


1875. 


Occupation. 


13 

1 

196 

102 

1 

2 

36 


1 

30 

3;i 
1 

1  l! 

27  || 

Ji 

18  II 

13  I 

29  !■ 

6  ' 

1  '1 

1  ll 


Tinners 

Coppersmiths 

Coopers 

Engine-tenders 

Firemen 

Common  laborers 

Brass  and  iron  founders 

Holders 

Teamsters 

Hieger-laborers 

Spinners  ..^ 

Ship-keepers 

Keamers 

Apprentices 

Calkers 

Inspector  of  timber  ... 

Inspector  of  iron 

Scrapers  

Photographer 

Draughtsman 

Store-hauds 


1872. 


6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
881 
4 


Totals, 


2 
15 
16 
11 

1 
38 
27 


1873. 


1 
1 
1 

7 

6 

321 

5 


5 
10 


10 


33 
63 


1 
4 


1,629 


4 

1 
1 

5 


800 


1874. 


8 

6 

77 


1 
5 


30 
91 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


431 


1875. 


1 
3 


8 

7 

187 


5 

2 

13 

20 

10 

20 

20 

52 

1 

1 


1 
1 
2 

873 


H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 31 


NATAL  AFFA1B8. 
ZitI  of  cUrkt,  ^c,  tmploged  ai  preatnl. 


William  C.  Besaelievre,  chief  clerk. 
WilliBm  I.  Harris,  rtore-clerk. 
Clement  Keen,  ingpector  of  timber. 
William  D.  Middleton,  inspector  of  iron. 
John  W.  Ayres,  awistant  inspector  of  iron 
Chorlea  F.  Currie,  reoeiver  and  examiner  < 
IwBo  W.  Sweeny,  acting  time^xilerk. 
Jainen  P.  Voldenar,  writer. 
William  Louderback,  writer. 
Rylsnd  Hamilton,  writer. 
Very  respect  fa  II;,  &c., 


Slalement  ehoming  the  Humher  oj  cltrkt,  irrilcr*,  intpeclor;  and  eatploga  oj  all  itKriySon 
and  doMti  in  fhi$  depaTfmenl  in  October  1873,  1«73,  1HT4,  and  lOIh;  aim,  tht  wtnbtrrf 
derki,  «!ritei$,  and  intpeciori  iy  iKim«  and  clatt  «oto. 


Biting. 

1 

i 

1 

i 

I 

i 

1 

R«llnB. 

i 

i 

!■ 

1 

1 
S 

1° 

9 

1 

1 

So. 

So. 

o 

« 

m 

* 

I 

> 

9 

3 

\ 

^ 

1 

1 

\ 

1 

*j 

17 

■    ! 

1 

' 

3 

R 

■1  ". 

J 

* 

TOM 

UKbioUt  belpw 

IM 

EBBiowr  Df  tug 

EntiinHT  ntmu  fln^DKlne 

Klirnian  .t»tlonsry  eugine 

T 

a' 

J 

CltTki.  wfittTi.  and  impettori 

jHineg  S.  Mllehell.  clerk  U>  civil 

mnfirB^UrdOQ.  .l«r..cl.rk. 
Aaron  J.  Warf,  «tor*clBrk. 
John  S,  Warner,  clerk  to  cap. 

JoriT'lJo'^BU,.  writer. 

a 

M 

Respectfully  sabmitted. 

FRANKLIN  A.  STRATTON, 
Ciril  Eiiginftr,  V.  S. 
Capt.C.  H.  WlW.\.8,V  S..^., 
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Equipment  Office,  United  States  Navy-Yard, 

Philadelphia,  ApHl  8,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  following  are  the  number  of  employes  in 
this  department  during  the  months  of  October,  1872, 1873,  1874,  and  1875 : 


October,  1873 
October,  1873 
October,  1874 
October,  1875 


»4 

® 

6 


3 
3 
S 
9 


mm 


1 
S 
1 
1 


i 

9 
> 


1 
1 


i 
& 

a 


S 
S 
3 
8 


V 

•3 

s 


37 
14 
14 
34 


& 


91 
9 


30 


I 
I 


1 
9 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 


t 


96 
18 
97 
35 


3 


93 

48 
106 


Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Pa., 

April  8, 1876. 

The  following  is  also  the  number  of  clerks,  writers,  &c.,  employed  at  present: 

equipment. 

William  M.  Palmer,  chief,  and  time-clerk. 
Jos.  Elkenton,  writer. 

UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  RENDEZVOUS. 

Samuel  Townsend,  writer. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

BYRON  WILSON, 
Commander f  U.  S.  X,,  Equipment  Officer, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy 'Yard  f  League  Island^  Pa, 


Navigation  Office  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

League  Island,  Pa,,  April  10,  1876. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  clerks,  writers,  inspectors,  and  employes  of  all  de- 
■scriptions  and  classes  at  Philadelphia  and  League  Island  yards  in  October,  1872, 1873, 
1874,  and  1875,  in  this  department,  viz: 


Classes. 

October, 
lb72. 

October, 

1873. 

October, 
1874. 

October, 
1875. 

Clerks 

1 

1 

Writers 

1 
5 
1 

1 
1 
1 

Laborers  .•...••.•..•..••••••••..•••..•-- 

1 

8 

Jlorse  and  cart  ...... ...... ....  T-r-r-r-rT  ,..* 

J^oiners  .................................. 

5 

Molders  ...•.......••••.••..••••••.••••.. 

2 

Iron-nlaters  . . . «  -       -_.- 

2 

Total 

7 

3 

2 

12 

The  following  is  a  list  of  clerks,  writers,  and  inspectors  by  name  and  class  now, 
<April8, 1876,)viz: 


Wilbur  F.  Adams^  clerk. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Capt.  C.  H.  Weixs,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy -Yard,  League  Island,  Pa, 


B.  J.  CROMWELL, 
Commander,  and  NavigaOan  Officer, 


1 
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Ordnance-Office,  United  States  Navy- Yard, 

Philadelphia,  Jpnl  10, 1876. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  clerks,  writers,  inspectors,  and  employ^  of  all  descrip- 
tions and  classes  at  Philadelphia  and  Leagae  Island  yards,  in  October,  1872, 1873, 1874, 
and  lb75,  in  this  department,  viz  : 


CUBa. 

October, 
1872. 

October, 
187a 

October, 
1874. 

October, 
l^TS. 

Clerks 

3 
11 

1 
3 

1 
3 

4 
13 

1 
1 

I 
10 

1 

3 

1 
15 

3 
35 

1 

1 
3 

1 

Gan-canlaGre  makers 

S 

Painter 

Maohinisto 

Armorer ;.. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

RifKers ...................................................... 

Seamen ...a........ 

4 

Laborers 

17 

1 

11 

Wat^fhman -  - ,  r  r ........... . 

1 

Horse  and  cart 

1 

Sawyer 

1 

Cooper. 

1 

MolderS .......r...rr.....r....rr...... 

S 

Blacksmiths 

s 

Total 

3d 

69 

84 

a 

There  are  no  clerks,  writers,  or  inspectors  employed  now,  (April  8,  1876.) 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  CROMWELL, 
Cammander  and  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard f  League  Island,  Pa. 


Chief  Engineer's  Office,  United  States  Naval  Station, 

^  League  Island,  Pa,,  April  8, 1876. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  vour  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  report  the  number  of 
clerks,  writers,  and  employes  in  the  navy-yard,  Philadelphia,  under  the  cognisance  of 
the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engiueering,  in  the  month  of  October,  1872, 1873,  1874,  and  1875. 


October,  1873. 
October,  1873. 
October,  1874. 
October,  1875. 


Clerks. 

Writers. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8 

1 

3 

3 

Employ^  s. 


133 
94 

138 
G3 


Total 


IS 

100 

135 
6e 


And  at  the  naval  station,  League  Island — 


October,  1873. 
October,  1873. 
October,  1874. 
October,  1875. 


Total 


1» 
9 
5 
€ 


Accompanying  is  the  name  and  rating  of  all  the  employ^  in  this  department  at  this 
date,  viz : 
Henry  M.  Vallette,  chief  clerk. 
John  M.  Curtis,  store-clerk. 
Thomas  Robertson,  writer. 
William  A.  Agnew,  writer. 
William  Conger,  messenger. 

Laborers :  John  Spencer,  Wm.  Rittenhonse,  Alex.  Mclntyre,  David  Harris,  WashiDg- 
ton  De  Young,  Jos.  Blanc,  George  Reily,  Edw.  Horton,  Chas.  Smith,  Holliday  Welsh, 
Chas.  Roney,  E.  P.  Woods. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  W.  COOPER, 
Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Aary. 
Capt.  C.  11.  Wells, 

Commandant  Navxi-Yard.,  League  I%\wv^.^  Pa, 


PHILADELPHIA   KAVT-YARD. 


Ratca. 

a 

a 

3       3 

h  h 
if 

Sitei. 

H 

till 

3 

i 

S7 
91 

1 

1 

I 

SO 
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39 

1 

S 

pgS..n«ker,.ppr.n- 

Bollsr-miikwi,  foremen.. 

L«un-n.ohle™.ln)o.mold. 

! 

....'. 

■ 

Founder.' halper 

Reapectroll;  nbmltlcid. 

Umtsd  SriTtB  Navt-Yaud,  Philadt^hla. 


KeapMtrnUf  aubrBltled. 

Ukited  Statu  Navt-Yard,  Ltagiu  Itland. 


W.  ROWBOTHAM. 


a 

.3 

a 

a 

3 

.9 

a 

a 

R.l«. 

li 

u 

ig 

li 

3^ 

» 

Bitea. 

i! 

f^ 

1 

1 

^1 

l| 

|i 

IS 

ii 

II 

li 

|| 

2; 

^ 

, 

, 

tiboren 

ID 

' 

L«BPECTION  OF  PnOVISIOKB  AND  Clothimo, 

JTavs-¥ard,  Leagut  Itland,  April  10,  1876. 
By  direction  of  the  inspector. 


Ratei. 

Number 
employed. 

^"pr-Sti 

SK$a. 

Nnmber 
employed. 

im. 

1ST3. 
S 

187*. 

1915. 

a 

1 

J 

« 

' 

10 
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Vkited  Statbb  K'A%'r-TA8D,  Leaour  Islakd,  Phujidklphla, 
Inspection  of  Frovisioms  and  Clothing. 
April  10. 1876. 
Sir:  The  followio^  is  a  lUt  of  clerks,  writers,  and  iiiap«cton  employ (Al  id  this  ilC' 
partmenl  on  the  Htb  loatant. 
Siuiinel  P.  Haniier,  clerk. 
B;  directloB  of  the  inepector. 

Vecj  reepeCtfullj,  yonr  obedieot  eervant, 

8.  P.  HAEMEE, 
Citric  of  I»*pttiin. 
Capt.  Clark  H.  Wklls,  U.  S.  N., 

Coawandanl. 

lAil  of  d«ri»,  tm(«r»,  ^,  emplomd  In  tke  ojfict  of  pamatttr  of  narif-yaris,  Piiladelpkia, 


^,  emplOMtd  In  the  ojfict  of  pamantr  of  iiarjr- 
lt«  moNM  of  Oelober,  lt:T3  lo  1875,  inclwjtw. 


ISK. 

ISJi 

m*  1 

» 

FajtUMtoi  aiilcrk 
Writer  .. 

i 

1 

!     1 

ToUl 

* 

• 

"*" 

' 

Emploged  at  prtaenl,  April  8,  1376. 


Horace  H.  Hill,  pa; niaa tar's  clerk. 
Samuel  T.  Cord,  pajmaater'g  yeomoa. 
Samnel  B.  Corey,  writer. 
George  Btory,  laborer. 
Arthur  O'Neil,  lalMrer. 


United  States  If  aw- Yard,  League  Island, 
PhiUidelphM,  April  10,  lUn. 
1  the  mtdical  departwKtit   of  tkU  gard,  fnm  Oclobtr,  187S,  to  April  3, 
1876,  JacliMire. 


OcMbn. 

'sr 

i.^- 

IMS 

1 

, 

> 

— 

The  followinic  penong  are  employed  id  this  department  April  8, 1S76: 
William  F.  Woolsey,  apothecary. 
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Statement  of  Seyfert,  McManits  <f  Co.,  in  reference  to  McKay  transaction. 

New  York  City, 
52  Broadway f  April  21, 1875. 
Messrs.  Sejfert,  McManos  &  Co.,  bought  of  N.  McKay : 

19  tODs  scrap-iron  at  $35  per  ton $665  00 

Bec'd  payment. 

We  have  had  delivered  to  us  on  order  of  November  7,  1864  : 

877,080  pounds  of  3-inch  old  armor-plate,  at  the  rate  of  3  tons  of  old  for  1  ton  of  new 
iron. 

We  have  had  delivered  to  us  on  order  of  February  14,  1874,  March  7,  1874,  April  2, 
1875,  July  30, 1875,  and  August  27, 1875,  the  following :  , 

1, 030, 280  pounds  of  scrap-iron. 

659, 960  pounder  of  scrap-iron. 

343,556  pounds  of  scrap-iron. 

1 ,  502, 759  pounds  of  scrap-iron. 

6, 085  pounds  of  scrap-iron. 

119, 061  pounds  of  scrap-iron. 

3, 661, 701  pounds,  at  If  cents  per  pound,  $64,079.76. 

Poands. 

Our  total  deliveries  of  new  iron,  from  February  14, 1874,  to  date,  aggregate.     1, 083, 550 
From  this  amount  is  to  be  deducted,  to  pay  for  old  iron  delivered  to  us  on 
order  of  November  7, 1874,  at  rate  of  3  tons  of  old  for  1  ton  of  new 292, 360 

Leaving  a  balance  of 791,190 

Deduct  from  this  the  iron  for  galvanizing  pots,  to  be  charged  at  16  cents  per 
pound 1 35,318 

Balance  to  be  settled  for  at  8  cents  per  pound 755,872 

Say       35, 318  pounds,  at  16  cents $5,650  88 

755, 872  pounds,  at   8  cents 60,469  76 

791, 190  pounds 66,120  64 

292, 360  pounds,  (exchanged.) 

1, 083, 550  pounds,  as  above. 

Our  account  with  the  Navy  Department  is  not  yet  settled.  We  have  some  new  iron 
at  onr  works,  and  also  have  some  unfilled  orders  on  our  books,  which  we  were  requested 
to  withhold  at  the  time  of  the  dismantling  of  the  yard,  until  they  were  prepared  to 
receive  it  at  League  Island. 

There  is  also  some  scrap-iron,  which  was  removed  from  the  yard  during  the  dis- 
mantling, and  after  the  scales  had  been  taken  up,  of  which  we  are  to  return  sworn 
statement  of  weight. 

SEYFERT,  McMANIJS  &  CO. 

April  12, 1876. 

recapitulation. 

Total  value  of  new  iron  delivered  by  us  at  fixed  price $66, 120  64 

Total  value  of  old  iron  received  at  fixed  price,  as  per  statement 64, 079  76 

Balance  due  us $2,040  88 

April  12, 1876. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

February  14, 1874. 

Gentlemen  :  The  commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  yard  has  been  instructed  to 
deliver  to  you,  upon  application,  old  iron  on  hand  in  that  yard,  upon  the  same  terms 
as  to  C.  £.  Pennock  &,  Co. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Seyfert,  McManu8  &  Co., 

631  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphiaj  Pa. 
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Navy  Dbfarthekt, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Bbfaiv, 

FebnMTg  14, 1674. 
Sir:  a  proposition  haabeeu  received  fromMeun.  Seyfert,  HcHanDs&Co-.of  PhiU- 
delpbio,  and  accepted,  to  deliver  at  the  vard  under  tout  command  Biich  iron  aa  may  be 
required  for  navtu  pacpoaes  and  wanted  for  immediate  nae,  in  exchange  for  anch  oU 
iron  in  the  yard  aa  may  not  be  available  or  naeful. 

The  ezcbaoge  la  to  b«  made  on  the  terms  u  with  Peonook  &.  Co.,  sod  a  portion  itf 
the  iron  which  was  to  have  been  delivered  to  Pennock  &  Co.  will  row,  ander  tbia  let- 
ter, be  deliverable  to  Seyfert,  McManas  &,  Co. 
Reipeotfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  HANSCOM. 
Chiff  of  BunaM. 
Cominodore  J.  B.  H.  Hullinv, 

ComtHnndaut  Xmg-Tard,  Pkiladtlpkia. 


Naty  Dkfartmbkt, 
Bureau  op  Constructiom  akd  Rep  air, 

Marek  7,  1874. 
BiR:  Yoa  are  aotborized  to  deliverto  Sevfert,  HoHanDa  it  Co.  100  tons  of  the  S-incb 
and  100  tons  of  the  3-iDch  plate-ifOD,  in  additioo  to  the  350  tons  of  other  iron  whieb 
"e  anthorized  to  deliver  to  them  by  telegram  of  the  &tb  instant. 


, ji  b V  telegram  oi 

YoQ  were  telegraphed  to  this  effect  to-day. 
Very  reapectiully,  yoar  obedietit  aervant. 

Commodore  J.  B.  M.  Mullaky, 

C'ommitiiiliint  Nang-Tard,  Fhiladelphia,  Pa. 


I.  HANSCOM, 
Cki^  of  Bnnn. 


Navy  Drpartmekt, 
Bureau  of  Co.NarBUcriON  a>-i>  Bkpaib, 

April  S.  187S. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  yooc  letter  of  the  31gt  nltimo,  (No.  52,)  forwarding  a  report  of  the 
old  iron,  &,c.,  in  the  yard  nnder  yonr  command,  joo  will  please  direct  the  following 
lota  to  be  transferred  to  Messrs.  Seyfert,  McManns  &  Co.,  in  part  payment  for  new  inn 
delivered  by  them  nnder  the  buiean  letter  to  yoo  of  February  14,  lsT4  : 

Port-ahattera  from  New  .Ironsides 2S 

Maat-head-lookont  shields ! 

Turret  rtveta  and  bolts & 

Air-boxes  and  ventilatora bO 

Boat-davita  and  miscellaneons  iron 50 

Caat-iron  rollers  and  miscellaneoiia  iron IN 

Very  reapectfally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Ckie/  of  AMma. 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preblb,  U.  8.  N., 
Cotnmandant  Kaay-Tard,  Philadtlpliia. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

July  30,  ISTS. 
Sir  :  Yon  will  please  direct  that  the  iron  removed  tmm  the  Nebraska,  nnder  the  ar- 
rangement with  Mr.  W.P.  Beynolda,  be  delivered  to  Messrs.  Seyfert  AHcManna,  on  ths 
same  terms  aa  that  hitherto  delivered  to  them.    A  carefol  acconnt  of  the  amonota  «a 
delivered  will  be  kept  and  forwarded  to  the  bnreaa. 
Very  respectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Ck^f  of  Bnntt. 
Commodore  Gao.  H.  Prtolr,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Nots-Vord,  PWi\aae\jV\tt,  "P*. 
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Navy  DEPARTlfSNT, 

tBuREAU  OF  Construction  and  Repair, 

Au{fust  27, 1875. 

Gentlemen  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  relative  to  the  delivery  to 
yon,  to  b^reroiled,of  certain  iron  in  the  Philadelphia  yard,  the  commandant  of  that 
vard  has  thns  been  directed  to  tnm  oversnoh  old  iron  belonging  to  this  bnreanjw  may 
be  on  hand  and  not  wanted  for  Navy  purposes. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I/HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 

631  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia, 


Office  of  Seyfert,  McManus  &  Co., 
631  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  26,  1875. 

Sir  :  We  find  that  the  order  issued  July  30, 1875,  for  iron  to  be  delivered  to  us  covers 
only  about  75  or  80  tons,  which  is  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  quantity  due  us ; 
and  as  we  are  now  tawant  of  iron,  we  would  respectfully  request  you  to  issue  an  order 
to  deliver  to  us  such  stock  as  there  is  now  lying  in  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  quantity  at  this  yard  comprises  the  following.  Say,  80 
to  90  tons  of  smith-shop  scra'p ;  150  to  200  tons  of  taper  bars,  8''x  8^'  on  one  end,  tapering 
to  8  inches  x  6f  inches  on  the  other;  50  to  75  cast^crap;  2  pilot-houses  belonging  to 
Nebraska;  also,  two  old  boilers,  which  have  been  condemned  and  are  unfit  for  use. 

Hoping  that  you  will  do  us  the  favor  to  issue' the  order,  if  possible,  to-morrow,  we 
are 

Yours,  respectfully, 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  U,  S,Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

August  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  Yon  will  please  transfer  to  Messrs.  .Seyfert,  McManus  <&  Co.,  to  be  rerolled, 
such  old  iron  belonging  to  this  bureau  in  the  yard  under  your  command  as  may  not 
be  wanted  for  Navy  purposes,  directing  that  an  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  trans- 
ferred to  that  firm  be  kept. 

Respectfully,  ^our  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chief  of  Bureau, 
Commodore  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy- Yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 


COATESVILLE,  Pa.,  August  30,  1875. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  make  you  the  following  proposition  : 
We  will  furnish  you  all  the  plate,  beams,  angles,  rivets,  or  any  other  iron  required 
for  building  a  sloop  of  war  in  the  Boston  navy-yard,  at  8  cents  per  pound,  to  be  of  the 
best  quality  of  their  kind,  and  to  be  inspected  at  our  works,  previous  to  shipping  the 
same,  by  an  officer  of  your  Department,  appointed  by  yourself.  We  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment therefor  old  plates  and  beams  now  in  the  Philadelphia  and  Portsmouth  navy- 
yards,  at  If  cents  per  pound ;  all  the  old  iron  over  one  and  a  quarter  inches  thick  to  be 
cut  in  pieces  or  blocks,  not  to  measure  over  four  feet  in  length,  previous  to  being 
delivered  to  us  on  the  wharfs  of  the  di£ferent  yards  named. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  PENNOCK  &  CO. 
Commodore  I.  Hanscom, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Construction  and  Bepair,  Washington^  D.  C, 

H.  Mis.  170,  pt.  3 32 
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Navy  Departmbnt, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Nwanher  7, 1874. 

Sir  :  Toa  will   please   direct  that  the  3-iiich  iron  taken  from  the   Nebraaka  be 
tnmed  over  to  Messrs.  Seyfert,  McManns  6l  Co.,  in  exchange  for  new  iron  to  be  deliv- 
ered  by  them,  at  the  rate  of  3  tons  of  the  old  for  1  ton  of  the  new. 
Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANSCOM, 
Chirf  of  Bwrean. 
Commodore  Qbo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Tardy  PHladApHay  Pa, 


StaUmmt  of  Senfertf  MoMantu  j-  Co,  in  reference  to  iron  traneadian  with  nory-jford,  PhUa- 

delphiaf  Pa. 

First.  A  statement  from  yonr  books  showing  the  amoant  of  iron  (old,  &c.)  by  joa 
received  from  tJie  Navy  under  agreement  to  pay  If  cents  per  pound,  and  to  sell  at  8 
cents. 

Second.  A  statement  from  yonr  books  showing  the  amount  of  iron  (old,  Slc)  byyoa 
received  from  the  Navy  under  M^reemeut  to  exchange  1  pound  for  3  pounds  received. 

Third.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  iron  by  you  purchased  from  N.  McKay; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  state  of  this  account  between  vou,  or  between  McKay  and  yonr 
firm,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Qovernment  on  the  other  hand. 

We  have  made  but  one  purchase  from  N.  McKay,  viz,  under  date  of  April  21, 167S, 
and  incldse  copy  of  his  bill  for  same. 

The  bills  for  material  purchased  by  Mr.  McKay  at  the  navy-yard,  we  presume,  are  in 
his  possession.  The  material  was  delivered  to  us  by  him  in  lump,  and  we  have  do 
knowled^  of  the  details  of  his  transaction  with  the  Government.  The  only  coirect 
information  we  can  give  is  the  amount  of  sales  as  made  by  us,  a  statement  of  which 
we  annex : 

Foosdi. 

Sales  of  composition  of  all  kinds  . 244,26S 

Sales  of  cast  scrap-iron  of  aU  kinds 1, 123,050 

Sales  of  wrought  scrap-iron  of  all  kinds 538,775 

1,906,090 

The  above  sales  of  composition  should  be  reduced  b^  30,000  pounds,  which  was  de- 
livered back  to  McKay,  and  which  he  disposed  of  for  his  ovm  account. 
£.  &  O.  £. 

SEYFERT,  McMANUS  &  CO. 
April  12, 1876. 
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